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THE

^i\NTiETAM NATIONAL CEN^EjE^f

I

In March, 1865, the State of Maryland appropriated |7,ooo, and appointed four

Trustees, viz. :

Auf^ustine A. Biggs, of Sharpsburg, Md , President.

Thomas A. BouUt, of Hagerstovvn, Md., Secretary and Treasurer.

General Edward Shriver, of Frederick, Md.
Charles C. Fulton, of Baltimore, Md.

Said Trustees were instructed by the State of Maryland to purchase and
inclose a suitable lot of ground on the battlefield of Antietam as a final resting

place for the sacred remains of our brave soldiers who fell in that battle. Said
Trustees at once entered upon the discharge of their duties. They purchased a

suitable lot of ground in the suburbs of Sharpsburg, in sight of Burnside
Bridge, Dunkard Church, Headquarters of General McClellan and General Lee.

On this ground was the projection of a huge rock, upon which General Lee
stood at intervals, where he could observe the movements of both the Federal
and his own lines of battle, and issue orders to his corps and division com-
manders, until the advance of the Union Army drove him and his host beyond
the town of Sharpsburg. (This rock has since been removed).

An act of the Maryland Legislature, March 23, 1S65, that the expenses inci-

dent to the removal of the dead, enclosing and ornamenting the cemetery, etc.,

shall be appropriated among the States connecting themselves with the corpora-

tion, according to their population.

The appropriations made by the different States amounted to 162,229.77. In

addition to the |7,ooo appropriated by the State of Maryland, at its extra session

in January, 1866, voted unanimously the additional appropriation of |8,ooo, thus

making the sum altogether appropriated by her to the amount of |i5,ooo.

The removal of the dead was commenced in October, 1866, by the United
States Burial Corps, detailed by the General Government for the purpose, under
the superintendence of Lieutenant John W. Shearer. This work was completed
in August, 1867.

The local Trustees did not confine their action to the removal of the dead
who fell at the battle of Antietam, but deemed it proper, at the suggestion of the

authorities at Washington, to remove all the Federal dead who had been buried
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in Washington, Alleghany, and Frederick counties, Maryland. They were ex-

humed, placed in coffins, and delivered to the Superintendent, who buried them
at the expense of the Association. Most of the Maryland dead, however, were

removed by their friends immediately after the battle; also, Pennsylvania and

other States removed a great many of their dead prior to the establishment of

the National Cemetery.

In the burial of the dead every coffin was numbered, and a corresponding

number entered in a book kept for this purpose, with the name, Company and

State, when they could be ascertained, so that, at any time, by reference to the

record?, the location of any grave can at once l)e found. A peculiarity character-

istic of this cemetery is, that a person occupying a position in the centre of the

grounds (at monument) with his face turned to any point of the compass, can,

with a good field glass, read the- Inscription on every headstone contained

therein. The Cemetery is inclosed by a massive stone wall on three sides. This

wall varies in height according to the slope of the ground, but on the inside a

uniform height of 4 feet 3 inches below the coping, has been obtained by grading.

In some places the wall is 12 to 16 feet high on the outside. The coping is 8

inches thick and 2 feet 5 inches wide; entire length of coping around the wall,

2,700 feet. On the north or front side there is a stone wall and coping about 3

feet high, surmounted by a neat and heavy iron fence. The wall and coping is

built with gray limestone. The iron fence cost |6.oo per foot (lineal), of which

there is about 600 feet. The main entrance is in about the centre of the iron fence

and is closed by handsome iron gates, two drive and two foot, at a cost of fSoo.

The Cemetery itself is located on a gentle rise, from whence a survej' of

almost the entire battlefield may be enjoyed, while within the scope of the eye's

range lies an unobstructed tract of country, miles in extent, taking in the distant

South Mountain, memorable as the spot where the Confederate General Lee re-

ceived his first check during the invasion of Maryland, and which caused him
gradua^lly to fall back with his army until it rested on the waters of tiie Antietam,

and made a final stand only to be again defeated. In the far distance also looms
up, in their majestic prominence, the continuous chain of the so-called Maryland
Heights, rendered notorious as the rendezvous of John Brown prior to his raid

on Harper's Ferry.

But a short distance from the foot of the Cemetery grounds flow the placid

waters of Antietam, which gave its name to the conflict here waged, and which
will be rendered memorable forever in story and in song.

The plan forms within the walls of the Cemetery a semi ellipsis, divided into

segments of circles, sections and parallelograms of varying size, to correspond
with the number of the loyal dead from the different States represented in the

battle, and each division is divided into sections of graves and numbered in

order, and in States. That portion of the grounds devoted to this purpose be-

gins at a point within about one hundred and thirty feet from the main entrance

of the Cemetery. An arbor-vitae hedge, neatly trimmed and about 4}^ feet high,

forms a belt around the burial sections and boidering an eighteen-foot ave-

nue, thus leaving a large open space between it and the wall, which extends
along the line of the Sharpsburg and Boonsboro' pike in front. A main carriage

drive, about 18 feet in width, leads from the entrance through the grounds, from
which branches in different directions subordinate roads and walks leading to

every part of the Cemetery, which are all well turfed with sod. The entire
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grounds are leveled to a uniform surface and well sodded, the grass being cut

from three to tour times a month during the growing season, making it look very
beautiful at all times, and containing a thorough system of tube drainage, very

complete, and which proves itself very valuable in maintaining good conditions

against injury arising from heavy rains.

The grounds are also beautifully ornamented with the choicest assortment
of evergreens, deciduous trees, and flower shrubbery.

Near the entrance to the Cemetery, and within the inclosure is a neat and
commodious Lodge House, designed for the occupancy of the Superintendent
of the Cemetery, with an office and reception room for the comfort and con-

venience of visitors.

Monuments.
In the centre of the grounds is erected a monument commemorative to the

great event of the battle, and the heroism of those who sleep at its foot and
around it. It is the colossal statue of an American soldier standing guard over
the remains of the loyal dead, who are buried all around him, with this inscrip-

tion on the die or shaft: "Not for Themselves, but for Their Country, Sept. 17th,

1862." This is the largest work of its kind in the country. The soldier stands

twenty-two feet in height and the entire monument is forty seven feet high,

weighing in all about 250 tons. The statue alone weighs twenty-nine tons. It

is entirely of granite from the Westerly granite quarry at Westerly^ R. I., anqcost
thirty thousand dollars.

Gun Monuments.
In passing up the main avenue, about a hundred feet from the entrance, are

planted two iron guns, as monuments; the gun on the left is a 32-pound Colum-
biad, captured from the Confederates at Harper's Ferry (Bolivar Heights) by
General Geary's men (28th Regiment P. V.) in 1861 and transported at once up
the Chesapeake and Ohio canal to Williamsport, Md., and was brought from

thereto this spot in 1867. The gun on the right is a 12-pound rifled piece, was
disabled near the foot of Elk Mountain (north) and about two miles east by
north from the National Cemetery.

On the officers' section, near the Cemetery, and about a hundred and fifty

feet due north of the large soldier monument, was erected in 1887, a neat and
appropriate monument in memory of the fallen comrades who are buried in this

Cemetery, by their surviving comrades of the 20th Regiment, N. Y. Vols. It is

four feet six inches square at the base and nine feet high; on the second base or

shaft, in front, is the following inscription: "20th Regiment N. Y. Vols. Turner
Rifles, 3rd Brigade, 2nd Division, 6th Army Corps, 1861-1863. "' The statuary con-

sists of a drum with regulation cap and corps badge, a wreath hanging over the

drum; also belt with U. S. plate, cartridge box, bayonet scabbard, and canteen,

hanging around on the drum. The entire monument is of granite from Westerly,

R. I. Cost, eleven hundred dollars.

The dedication of the grounds to the sacred purposes for which they were
designed, occurred on the fifth anniversary of the battle—the 17th day of Sep-
tember, 1867—at which time also was laid the corner-stone of the monument,
with appropriate ceremonies.
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Through the sacrifices and blood they shed, and the lives they rendered up,

the Union has been preserved, our institutions are unimpaired, and our Govern-

ment is strengthened; therefore, should we honor and keep green the memory
of the loyal volunteer vvliose work has been accomplished, and the benefit of

wiiose deeds and prowess as a nation we to-day enjoy.

Union Coi^eiers' Graves on
Antietam Battlefield.

The whole number of bodies interred in the Cemetery amount to 4,734, of
which 2,869 are known, and 1,865 unknown, a number exceeding those interred

in the Gettysburg Cemetery by 1,147. I" the year 1877 the Cemetery was trans-

ferred to the United States Government and is now under its care and mainte-
nance. The expenditure up to 1877 was in the neighborhood of one hundred
thousand dollars. The cost and expenditure on the Cemetery at this time is

estimated at sixteen hundred dollars per annum.



ADDRESS OF GOVERNOR SIVANN.

^.cldress of So^^enaor Swaun.

The ceremonies were commenced by Governor Swann, who deHvered a

brief speech, which was cheered at the conclusion, as follows:

Fellow Countrymen—Before proceeding with the programme, which has

been handed me by the Committee of Arrangements, it seems appropriate that,

as the official organ of the State of Maryland, upon whose soil and with whose
hearty co-operation this Cemetery has been founded, I should extend a cordipl

welcome to His Excellency the President of the United States and his Cabinet

the Governors of our sister States, and the distinguished guests who have come
to participate in the ceremonies of this most interesting occasion.

During the administration of my immediate predecessor, the first appropria-

tion was made by the State of Maryland towards establishing a burial place fur

the dead who fell upon the battlefield of Antietam.

At a subsequent period, the appropriation thus made having been found

inadequate, upon the application of the Commissioners charged with this trust, a

further sum was added in response to a conmiunication made by myself to the

Legislature in this behalf. Maryland having thus done her share in providing a

burial place for these brave and patriotic men, the co-operation of our sister

States was invoked to lend their aid in throwing around it a national interest,

and the most liberal contributions have been accordingly made by nearly all the

States in the removal of their dead, the erection of monuments, and in adding to

the attractiveness of this beautiful spot. The work, so far as it has progressed,

is now before you.

The flag which floats over us to-day is the flag of our Union. The sword of

battle has been sheathed. The tramp of contending armies, the embittered strife

of father against son, and brother against brother, no longer resounds within our

borders. The star of this great Republic is again in the ascendant. In the calm
sunshine of peace we are here to mingle our tears with the survivors of the illus-

trious dead who have sacrificed their lives for their country, and are sleeping

upon this field.

May I not, in this solemn hour, invoke the interposition of Almighty God for

a speedy restoration of harmony and brotherly love throughout this broad land;

and that North, South, East and West, laying aside the animosities of the past,

we may stand together hereafter, and in all future time, as one people, having a

common origin and bound together by a common destiny? May this Union be

perpetual.
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Next followed prayer by Rev. Hiram Matison, D. D., of New Jersey. Then

the hymn composed by Rev. Edward Meyer, was sung by the assemblage.

HYMN \.—Old Hundred.

"Aceldama !" O Lord, our God,

Who evermore dost Israel keep,

Watered in tears, baptized in blood.

Thou givest our beloved sleep.

They came at Freedom's trumpet call,

From hall and cottage, fane and dome.

Venturing limb and life, and all

For Truth and Right, for hearth and home !

Thousands of heroes bit the dust,

Antietam, on thy crimson field !

Thrice armed were they, with quarrel just,

The Lord their banner, sun and shield.

Lift high the granite shaft for all

That fell where duty summoned them
;

Their country's star-gem'd flag their pall,

A Nation's wail their requiem !

O Lord ! and shall they live again.

These bones, the seed of crimson strife ?

Thy Spirit breathes upon these slain.

And they shall thrill with endless life.

In living hope, then, we commit
This precious dust, for Freedom giv'u,

To thee, till angels gather it.

Transfigured in the urn of Heav'n !

The corner-stone of the Monument was then laid according to Masonic rites.



Monument, "Statuary," The American Soldier.
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PROGRAMME OF CEREMONIES
OF

Ancient, Tree and vi?^cceptecl 3/[asGns

WAS OI SERVED IN

LAYING THE CORNER-STONE

OF THE

MONUMENT
AT THE

0NTIETAM RATI0NAL SEMETERY.
AT SHARPSBURG, MD.,

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17th, A. L. 5867,

PF/iiWi zcas laid by Most WorshipfulJOHN COA TES,

Grand Master of tlie Grand Lodge of Maryland.

BAND OF MUSIC.

SUBORDINATE LODGES

OF A. F. AND A. MASONS.
CHAPTERS AND GRAND CHAPTERS.
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COMMANDERIES AND GRAND COMMANDERIES.

VISITING GRAND LODGES.

BAND OF MUSIC.

THE M. W. THE GRAND LODGE OF MARYLAND.

Grand Tyler, with drawn Sword.

GRAND DIRECTOR OF CEREMONIES AND GRAND PURSUIVANT.

THREE GREAT LIGHTS,

Carried by a Past Master.

SILVER PITCHERS, VV^TH OIL AND WINE,

Carried by Past Masters.

CORNUCOPIA,

Carried by a Past Master,

BOOK OF CONSTITUTIONS,

Carried by a Past Master.

GRAND CHAPLAIN.

PAST GRAND TREASURERS AND GRAND SECRETARIES.

R. W. GRAND TREASURER AND GRAND SECRETARY.

PAST JUNIOR AND SENIOR GRAND WARDENS.

R. W. JUNIOR AND SENIOR GRAND WARDENS.

PAST DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

R. W. DEPUTY GRAND MASTER.

PAST M. W. GRAND MASTERS.

W. Jr. G. DEACON, \ M. W. rW. Sr. G. DEACON,

Jewel and Rod. J GRAND MASTER. 1 Jewel and Rod.

GRAND SWORD BEARER.

TWO GRAND STEWARDS,

With White Rods,
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CEREMONIES.

MUSIC BY THE BAND

OPENING.-
M. W. Grand Master.— Riglit \t'ofsliiprul Senior Grand Warden :'riie Grand

Lodge of Maryland having been assenibjed for the purpose of Laying tlie Corner-

stone of the Monument, here^tobe erected, it is my order thf#t the Most Worsiiip--

ful Grand Lodge of Maryland b,e:i)QW ppened for the performance of that cere-

mony. This my will and pleasure you will communicate to the Right Worship-
ful Junior Grand Warden, and he to the Brethren present, that all ha\ ing due
notice may govern themselves accordingly.

Senior Grand Warden.—Right Worshipful Junior Grand Warden: It is the

order of the Most Worshipful Grand, INIaster of the Grand Lodge of the State of

Marj'land, that this Corner-Slone be now laid with Masonic honors. This his will

and pleasure you will proclaim to all present, that the occasion may be observed

with due order and solemnity.

Junior Grand Warden.—Brethren, and all who are present, take notice, that

the Most Worshipful Grand Master will now proceed to lay this Corner-Stone of

the Monument in due Masonic form. Vou will observe the order and decorum
becoming the solemn and important ceremonies in which we are about to

engage.

H YMN.— Tunc '\-hncrica.
"

'

Father of love and might.

Send forth thy holy light

On us to shine ;

Be thou our Sovereign I^ord

.

And May thy Holy Word
Be to \is shield aiid sword.

Master Divine.

Bound in one Brotherhood.

Owning one common l:>lood.

Children of thiiie ;

Fill us with kindliness.

I'ronipt to relieve distre.'is.

Wearing thy true impre.ss.

Master Divine.
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with joyful hands, to-day,

This Conier-Stone we lay

With Corn and Wine ;

But do thou build up one.

Wrought in the living stone

Of our true hearts alone.

Master Divine.

Saviour Onmipot'ent,

Crown Thou our good intent.

With grace of Thine:

Honor this stone we rear;

And when thou shalt appear,

Save us who gather here.

Master Divine.

Prayer, . . . . . Bv the Grand Chaplain.

6";-fl«a' yJ/(7j-/^r.^Right Worshipful Grand Tieasurer: You will read the in-

scription on the Corner-Stone, and list of ihe ccntents of the box.

(The Grand Treasurer will here read the contents.)

Grand Master.—There being no objection, I now order you, Brother Grand
Treasurer, to deposit the Box, with its contents, in the place prepared for its re-

ception.

The principal Architect then presents the Working Tools to the Grand
Master, who directs the Grand Marshal to present them to the Deputy Grand
Master, and Senior and Junior Grand Wardens.

Solemn Music by the Band.

The Grand Master, the Deputy Grand Master and Grand Wardens then de-

scend from the platform, the Grand Master taking the Trowel, the Deputy Grand
Master the Square, and the Senior Grand Warden the Level, and the Junior

Grand Warden the Plumb; the Grand Master standing at the East of the Stone,

his Deputy on his right, the Senior Grand Warden at the Wesi, and the Junior

Grand Warden at the South side of the Stone. The Grand Master then spreads

the cement; after which he directs the Grand Marshal to order the Craftsmen to

lower the Stone. [This is done by three motions, viz.-— ist, by lowering a few

inches and stopping, when public Grand Honors are given; 2d, again lowering a

few inches, and giving Grand Honors; 3d, letting the Stone down to its place and

giving Grand Honors as before. The Square, Level and Plumb are then applied

to the Stone by the proper Officers.]

Grand Master.—Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master; What is the proper

Jewel of your office ?

Deputy Grand iMaster.—The Square.

Grand Master.—Have you applied the Square to those parts of the Stone

that should be square ?

Deputy Grand blaster.— I have. Most Worshipful Grand Master, and the

Craftsmen have done their duty.

Grand Master.—Right Worshipful Senior Grand Warden: What is the

proper Jewel of your office ?

Senior Grand Harden.—The Level.

Grand Master.—Have you applied the Level to the Stone?
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Senior Gratid Harden.— I have, Most Worshipful Grand Master, and the

Craftsmen have done their duty.

Grand' Master.—Right Worshii)ful Junior Grand Warden: What is the

proper Jewel oi your ofhce?

Junior Grand IVarden.—The Plumb.

Crawrf i^/rt.y/^r.—Have you applied the Plumb to the several edges of the

Stone.

Junior Grand Warden.— I have, Most Worshipful Grand Master, and the

Craftsmen have done their duty.

Grand Master.—This Stone having been duly tested and found to be well-

formed, true and trusty, it remains for me to finish the work.

The Grand Master then gives three knocks upon the Stone, saying

—

"Men and Brethren here assembled, be it known unto you, that we are free

and lawful Masons, true and faithful to the laws of our country, professing to fear

God, and confer benefits on mankind. We have amongst us concealed from the

eyes of man secrets which cannot be divulged, and which have never been dis-

covered by the outside world; but those secrets are lawful and honorable, and

not repugnant to the laws of God or man. Unless our Craft were good and our

calling honorable, we should not have lasted for so many centuries, nor should

we have been honored with the patronage of so many illustrious men in all ages,

who have ever shown themselves ready to promote our interests and defend us

from our adversaries. We have assembled here, to-day, in the face of this vast

company, to lay the Corner-Stone of this Monument, which we trust may be

safely completed and stand for ages both as an ornament to this place and a

Monument to the ashes of the thou.^ands who repose around it."' So mote it

be.—Amen.

Anthem, ..... Bv the Choir.

The Grand Marshal then presents to the Deputy Grand Master the Cornu-
copia containing Corn, which he pours upon the Stone.

The Grand Marshal then presents the Cup of Wine to the Senior Grand
Warden, who pours it on the Stone.

The Grand .Marshal then presents the Cup of Oil to the Junior Grand
Warden, who pours it on the Stone.

Grand yl/fl'^-/^;-.—May the All -Bounteous Author of Nature bless tbe inhabi-

tants of this country with all the necessary conveniences and comforts of life^

assist in the erection and completion of this Monument, protect the workmen
against every accident, and long preserve this structure Irom decay—so that it

may stand in all its beauty long alter the bodies of those deposited here shall

have crumbled into sepulchral dust ; and finally grant us all a supply of the Corn
of Nourishment, the Wine of Refreshment, and the Oil of Joy. So mote it be.

—

Amen.

The Grand Master then delivers over the various implements of architecture

to the principal Architect, saying :

Worthy Sir.—Having thus, as Grand Master of Masons of the State of

Maryland, laid the Corner-Stone of this structure, I now deliver these implements
of your profession into your hands, intrusting you with the superintendence and
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direction of the work, having full confidence in your skill and capacity to conduct
the same.

CONCLUDING ODE.

MUSIC-"TuRiN."

Placed in form the Conier-Stoue,

True and Trusty, Brothers own,
Come and bring in thought sincere,

Hands to help, and hearts to cheer.

Chorus.—Come and bring, &c.

Marked with love, the Master's will

Kindly proved the work of skill

—

Beauteous forms in grace shall rise

'Neath the arch of favoring skies.

Chorus.—Beauteous forms, &c.

Join we now our offering true

. While our homage we renew
;

Bear to Him whose praise we sing

Thanks that from each bosom .spring.

Chorus.—Bear to him, &c.

When on Earth our work is o'er.

Be a dearer life in store.

Each in form, in heart upright.

Taught by truth's unerring light.

Chorus.—Each in form, &c.

Benediction, .... By the Grand Chaplain.

Music.
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EXTRACTS FROM THE ORATION OF EX-GOV-

ERNOR BRADFORD AT THE DEDICATION
OF ANTIETAM NATIONAL CEME-

TERY, September i/Th, 1867.

We have met here to-day, my countrymen, on one of the most memorable

of the battlefields of our civil war, and we stand upon a site selected from the

midst of itasan appropriate resting place forthose who liere laid down their Hves

as a sacrifice to the cause of free government and a National Union. We have

come at the instance of the Trustees, to whcm the subject has been more espe-

cially committed, to dedicate by some public and official proceeding, on this, the

anniversary of the battle, the spot so selected, hallowed as it is already with

every hill around it, in the heart of the nation.

To unite in this ceremony, the President of the United States, several mem-
bers of the Cabinet, the Chief Justice of the United States, members of the Na-

tional Legislature, Governors, or other distinguished representatives of most of

the States whose citizens formed the Armv of the Union, have honored us with

their presence, meaning, 1 am sure, for themselves and those they represent, to

e.xpress by that presence their enduring gratitude to the soldiers, living or dead,

who so nobly stood by them in their darkest hour of trial.

When, directly after the battle of Antietam, an order was issuedby the Exec-

utive of Maryland returning thanks to the officers and men oi the Union army
who had so successfully expelled the invader from our State, the Commanding-
General of that army, to whom it was transmitted, responded to it in terms that

challenged our attention. Expressing, on behalf of the Army of the Potomac,

their thanks for our appreciation of their achievements, and their hopes that no
Rebel army would again pollute our State, he concluded by committing to us

e remains of their gallant comrades who now rest beneath its soil. A com-
mission so touchingly confided to the people of the State, to say nothing of the

duty otherwise incumbent on them, could never become with them a subject of

indifference or neglect, and at tlie first meeting therefore of their representatives

in the General Assembly of January, 1864, an act was passed authorizing the pur-

chase of a part of the battlefield for the reception of its dead, and an appropria-

tion of five thousand dollars placed at the command of the Governor for that

purpose. Directly thereafter he visited the ground, examined it, and after con-

sultation with prominent citizens, selected this spot, embracing in its view the
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most interesting points to the field of battle, as the proper site for tlie cemetery

to become, in time, a place worthy the noble purpose to which we to-day devote

it, and of the nation to whom the charge of it sliould properly belong.

In reviewing the details of tiie sanguinary conflict to which we are about

to refer, we find some difficulty, with all the assistance that establislied peace

and the lapse of time liave furnished, to fix with proper historical accuracy some
of the facts immediately connected with it. The Union Army comprised 87,164

men of all arms, the Confederate force upwards of 97,000 men.

The battle of the i7tli opened at the dawn of day on the spot where the

skirmish of the previous evening had closed; each side seemed to have looked to

this point as the one to be particularly strengthened, and as though anticipating

the tremendous struggle of which it was to be the centre. General Mansfield's

corps, composed of the two divisions of Generals Green and Williams, had
crossed over in the night and taken post a mile to the rear of General Hooker;
whilst on the Confederate side General Jackson had brought one of his divisions

to tiie front, and substituting two of iiis brigades for those of Hood, that had suf-

fered from the engagement the previous evening, placed the other—the old Stone-

wall division—in reserve in the woods on the west side of the Hagerstown road.

In the whole history of the battlefields of the rebellion, it would be periiaps

difficult to find a spot which for an entire day was assailed and defended with

such persevering, obstinate and concentrated valor as the one to which I

now refer, embracing the ground on both sides of the road, just mentioned and

in close proximity to yonder little church that nestles now so quietly in the mar-

gin of the woods.

On the extreme left of our line the Ninth Army Corps, under General Burn-

side, occupied, during the forenoon, the left bank of the Antietam. near the lower

bridge, waiting a favorable opportunity for forcing a passage. The precipitous

character of the banks of the creek at that point, and the advantageous position

secured by the enemy's batteries along these heights to the west of it, postponed,

it would seem, that opportunity until about one o'clock ; but at that hour a gallant

charge of the 51st New York and 51st Pennsylvania Regiments carried the

bridge, and crossing by that and a neighboring ford the whole Corps crossed

over. The bridge has been known in the neighborhood ever since the battle as

the Burnside Bridge, which name for its pastoral as well as patriotic significance

it will probably retain forever.

Thus ended only, for want of light to pursue it further, a battle that had

raged tor nearly fourteen hours, and which beyond doubt was the fiercest and

bloodiest of the war.

Twelve thousand of our dead and wounded warriors, and at least as many
more of the enemy lay streiched upon the field.

Thus in our heart would we enshrine the memory of the Union soldiers
;

generations yet unborn shall recount to their offspring the history of their vaior

;

and long after brass and marble have crumbled into dust, shall their names be

preserved as the men who perished to perpetuate what their fathers had so strug-

gled to establish—this Heaven-appointed Government ofpopular freedom.
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The following hymn was then sung:

HYMN n—"Ameyka:'

Hallowed be all around!

This place is holy ground.

Henceforth, for aye;

Here mountain shadows wave
O'er many a cherished grave,

Where sleep the young and brave.

Home from the fray!

Here where the flash and roar

Battle and carnage bore

Over the main,

Soft, on your lowly bed
.

Rest your fame-l.urel'd hea't

Our noble patriot dead

By treason slain!

Grief stricken hearts have throbbed—

Sable clad homes have sobbed

Far from your rest;

Listen for steps in vain.

That ne'er shall come again.

To swell the victor's train

From East to West!

Antietam's liquid gem
Murmurs your requiem

In mournful strain!

Angels unseen stand near.

Bright guard of honor here.

Till Christ, our Lord appear,

Mighty to reign!

Silence and sadness round

No bugle's martial sound

Your sleep breaks now.

Columbia, saved, now sheathes

Her conquering sword; Fame wreathes

Where'er true manhood breathes,

Your pale, cold brow!

"Glory to God on high,"

Peal through earth, sea and sky,

"Good Will to Men!"
Blending and rising higher.

Like Pentecostal fire.

Let Freedom's strains inspire

All hearts! Amen!
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After the singing of the hymn, the poem written by Clarence F. Buhler, of

New York, who was absent by reason of illness, was read by G. L. Cranmer, Escj..

the Trustee of the State of West Virginia, as follows :

THE DEDICATION POEM.

Upon a bright September morn,
Five years ago to-day.

The pleasant hills of Maryland
Green and untrodden lay;

While autumn leaves were strewn around

In purple and in gold,

Like that Assj'rian host o'er which
The plague at midnight rolled.

The pheasant beat his long tattoo

Where soon l he drum would play,

And merrily Antietam creek

Went singing on its way; •

But many a tattered banner thrilled

Upon the armory wall.

As if it felt the coming
Of a tempest soon to fall.

The tramp of Lee's battalions

Struck faintly on t he ear.

As thunder in the distance tells

A storm is drawing near;

While stretched along yon bristling height

The Rebel files of gray.

Like leaden clouds that soon would burst

In ruin and dismay.

But round the flag of freedom

Her stalwart j'eomen stood.

Resolved its stars should never set

Till they went down in blood.

No flower of speech lost on the blast

Had answered her appeal,

But marches like a gathering storm,

Or avalanche of steel.

With every hamlet adding

To the thunder of their tread,

As if the Revolution's graves

Were giving up their dead;

And students fighting in their dreams
The Punic wars again,

Wake in a holier cause to bleed

On red Antietam's plain.

The combat opened; and between

The valleys whistling then.

From every sulphur cloud was heard,

The cheers of Hooker's men;
And where the yellow corn had waved
Artillery sowed the field,

With shot and shell that make it still

An iron harvest yield.
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'Mid showers of grape and cannister.

Along our lines of blue,

The soul of seventy-six struck with

The arm of sixtj'-two.

Beneath our flag, the Lord of Hosts

Fought on this reeking sod,

For traitors to their country

Are traitors to their God.

In freedom's holy brotherhood

The Saxon and the Gaul,

Shoulder to shoulder as they fell.

Shared glory's crimson fall.

The Pennsylvania husbandman
And Western mountaineer

Across the swarthy raider lay

With emptj' musket, here.

Here fell the dauntless Mansfield,

Whose streaming locks ofsnow
Could never for a moment chill

The fiery heart below;

And yonder bridge that Burnside

So gallantly did hold,

Is now as classic as the pa.st

The Spartans held of old.

Young Rodman as he prostrate lay

Still waved his flag on high,

And faintly with his dying breath

Sent up a battle cry.

Well might Duryea, as true a knight

As ever couched a lance,

Smile grimly to behold his Zouaves

With springing step advance;

And in their onset Meagher's brigade

Of Erin's hardy sons

Paused not till they were looking down
The muzzles of the guns.

The hardy form of Hooker
Tossed on the surging flood,

'Till he had shown a rifleman

The color of his blood;

While Svimner, Meade and Sedgwick,

Like old campaigners, made
Raw striplings breast like regulars

The gallant cannonade.

Historic Maryland! Such deeds

Have made, with brilliant gleam,

A Marathon ofevery plain,

A Nile ol every stream;
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And nevermore would Europe boast

Of her scarred grenadiers,

Could she have seen the work that day

Bv our volunteers.

Four times yon wood was won and lost.

Where lay the foe entrenched,

And to its staff our banners clung

In scarlet rain bedreuched;

When onward swept the brawnj' troops

That never charged in vain,

•Our lion-souled Green Mountain boys

And lumbermen of Maine.

And from their masTced entrenchmants

The veteran ranks within

Were hurled as if each bayonet

A thunderbolt had been.

Ah! sweetly by the planter's porch

The orange tree will rise.

But never more its snowy bloom
Will cheer his wistful eyes.

For many a year to come his blood.

That blade or bullet drew.

Will make thy roses, Maryland,

Spring with a redder hue.

Thin grew the hcst that fought beneath

The fallen stars, and then.

Like g^ray wolves, backward, inch by inch.

Retreating to their den.

Unto the cover of their works
The baffled horde withdrew,

And soon upon the dust of strife

The evening sprinkled dew.

Then martial strains rose from our camp,

And as the wounded listened.

The ner\'eless hand was clenched again

—

Again the glazed eye glistened:

Some thought of fair ones, who afar

Would name them from the pillow,

Or maidens who that night would sit

Alone beneath the willow.

Some thought of stately marble halls,

That in the city tower'd,

And others of a humble cot,

Amid the vines embower'd;

Yet, whereso'er their thoughts were turned,

As memory's magnet drew them,

The spot was hallowed by the name
Of "Home, Sweet Home," unto them.
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But when the mom in beauty broke,

Tliose heroes who had stri\'^n

So nobly for their homes, had found

A better home in heaven.

Then, softer grew the hard brown hand.

As with a woman's care,

Rough soldiers gently bore away

Their fallen cx>nirades there.

And when the last long trench had closed

Above minumbered slain.

All grades forgot an army lay

Encamped beneath this plain \

Yes! in dark barracks imdemeath

Rest those who chose the cv-press wreath.

In service brief as glorious gained,

To laurels with dishonor stained.

Rest, till with those who bivouac still

At Marathon and Bunker Hill,

By louder trump than battle drew.

They've marshalled for the last review.

No more the pulse that beats so true

Will quicken as the loud tattoo

Ascends at sunrise from the camp.

Or sternly beat the measured tramp:

But hands unseen will hither bring

The earliest violets of the spring;

And pilgrims who have viewed with awe

The ruins of that haiuited .shore,

Where shrouds of lava overspread

The silent cities of the dead,

And every step brings through the gloom

An echo from storied tomb

—

No longer o'er the deep vrill roam.

To leave a holier shrine at home!

For every clod we tread to-day-

Is moulded from some hero's clay.

And looking downward from the skies,

Perchance the melancholy eyes

Of Lincoln wear a tender glow

As on this scene he gazes now.

I feel a God-like presence near —

The Great Emancipator's here!

O death ! where is thy sting ? O grave ! .

Where is thy victory o'er the brave ?

Not with dim sight and tottering frame,

They sought the dust from which they came.

With eye whose flash seemed ofthe storm.

And war embodied in each form.

They marched at Glory's clarion call

To graves as to a banquet hall

;

And though sweet voices filled each wind

Frome home, cast not one look behind,

Through such heroic souls as those

The Lord of Hosts his God-head shows !
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Over them no mournful requiem floats,

But bugles peal their loudest notes,

As to the heaven of Fame they march
Beneath our flag—its rainbow arch.

With an eternal furlough blest,

Sweet, sweet shall be the patriot's rest.

Fatigued with toil whose fruits sublime
Are budding on the bough of Time,
And while above these sainted brave
One stripe of their old flag shall wave,
This consecrated spot will be
A sacred Mecca of the free.

^^ ^'m

HOSPITAL SCENE.
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Speech of "^resideiat /^oKuson.

Mv Fkllow Countkymkn: In appearing before you, it is not for.the purpose

ofmakingany lengthy remarks, but simply to express my approbation of the cere-

monies which have taken place to-day. My appearance on this occasion will be

the speecli that I will make. My reflections and my meditations will be in direct

communion with the dead whose deeds we are here to commemorate.
I siiall not attempt to give utterance to the feelings of emotion inspired by

the addresses and prayers which have been made, and the hymns which have

been sung. I shall attempt no' such thing. I am merely here to give my
countenance and aid to the ceremonies on this occasion; but I may be permitted

to express the hope that we may follow the example which has been so eloquently

alluded to this afternoon, and which has been so clearly set by the illustrious

dead. When we look on yon battlefield, I think of the brave men who fell in

the fierce struggle of battle, and who sleep silent in their graves. Yes, many of

them sleep in silence and peace within this beautiful inclosure after the earnest

conflict has ceased. Would to God, we of the living could imitate their example,

as they lay sleeping in their tombs, and live together in friendship and peace.

[Applause.]

You, my fellow citizens, have my earnest wishes as you have had my efforts

in time gone by, in the earliest and most trying perils, to preserve the Union of

these States, to restore peace and harmony to one distracted and divided coun-

try ; and yoti shall have my efforts in vindication of the flag of the Republic, and
of the Constitution of our forefathers.

The benediction was then pronounced, when the President, Cabinet officers,

Governor Swann, and others, left the platform.

Colonel J. M. Moore and his assistants formed the military, who escorted the

President and party to the cars at Keedysville, which place they left at ten min-

utes to seven o'clock for Washington and P>altimore.

Calls were renewed for Governor Geary by the crowd, which constituted a

meeting independent of the regular arrangements by the authorities of the State

and the Board of Managers of the Antietam National Cemetery.

Governor Geary, being emphatically and vociferously called for, came for-

ward, saying :

Fellow Citizens: After all you have heard to-day I had supposed you

would want nothing more. The programme opened and concluded with prayer.

Those who have waited must come in at the close ; but, my friends, we still
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have a place in the liearts of the people. [Applause.] When you come lo Penu-

svlvania we will let everybody speak we want to hear. Thanks to Almighty

God tor his preservation and care of the country, we have no gag. [Applause].

We have no programme for this purpose. [Renewed applause.] We have no

gag on our programmes ; but I am not hereto say anything on that subject.

The orator of the day has presented to you the histoiy of the great battle, which

we are now seeking to commemorate in the dedication of this cemetery and the

location of the monument in honor of the heroic de«d, who, in the language of

the lamented Lincoln, [Applause] died that the Government of the people, estab-

lished by and for the people, should not perish from the earth. [Applause.] The
battle of Antietam was fought under circumstances of the greatest depression,

when public confidence was lost, and the Army of the Potomac had been greatly

diminished by the disastrous campaign on the Peninsula and in Eastern Virginia,

and the loss of twelve thousand men by the shameful surrender at Harper's

Ferry. [Applause] In Lee's coming to fight the battle of Antietam he had there-

fore the prestige ofhis victories to begin with. [A voice—That's so.] To appreci-

ate the victory here we must renew events by the most liberal logic know\i to mili-

tary ethics. While the Army of the Potomac had lost more men than the Rebels

according to the authority of the latter, Lee was obliged to flee from the field,

acknowledged himself vanquished, and a true and hearty victory resulted to the

Union army.

My fellow-citizens, I don't intend to detain you long here, [Cries of "Go on"]

I feel it improper for me to let the occasion go past without placing on record the

hundred regiments of Pennsylvania who fought here. [Cries of "Hurrah for

Pennsylvania," "Go on".] I proudly place on record these regiments of my native

State, and draw for her a full share of the Victory of Antietam. [Cheers.]

The Governor then recapitulated the numbers of the various Pennsylvania

regiments, remarking by way of summary : Five regiments of cavalry, six bat-

talions of artillery, and fifty regiments of infantry/rom the Keystone State in the

battle of Antietam. From the records I have drawn the facts. I find them

replete with the splendid achievements of these men, and while I earnestly claim

for Pennsylvania all the honor she has won, I say it was here, as always with that

great State when she presented her full strength of numbers, she carried the Gov-

ernment to a glorious victory. I would not detract in the least degree from the

glory and honor of other States. I would not deprive themi of one particle of the

glory of their troops on this battlefield. It was one sacred flow of blood in crim-

son stain at Antietam, not to any particular troops. The Soldiers of the Country

won this victory, and we are indebted to Maine, New York, Ohio, Maryland, Wis-

consin, Iowa, Pennsylvania and other States for the victory, and whose sons per-

ished on the field. They are as dear to us, and arecheri:;hed as kindly as our own.

The sons of all dyed this soil with their blood, and when the day dawned on the

battlefield, it found Union dead all commingled on the field of strife ; and while

the sun continues to rise and set, and the dews distil from heaven, our children

and our children's children will come hither to worship at this shrine, and they

will recur to the patriotic dead here, and to the memory of those who fought and

bled to preserve the Union and the rights of men, the rights of freemen in a pre-

served Republic. [Applause.] I have been speaking repeatedly for the last two

or three days and will, therefore, conclude my remarks. There are here Gov-

ernor Fenton, Lieutenant General Cox, and the Governor of Maine, whom, I have
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no doubt, you will be glad to hear. [Cries of "Go On,"] but Governor Geary with-

drew after introducing Governor F"enton, of New York, who spoke as follows:

Fellow Citizens:— I dislike to detain you even one minute, but hesitate to

leave tins place without saying a few words. It is not easy to find words to fully

and fitly e.xpress my feelings, or that may be most appropriately employed in

the name of my State, whose eight hundred sons here sleep- There are times

when human speech is too poor and weak to embody the emotions which the

recollections of heroic deeds inspire. New York had almost 27,000 men on this

field of strife, and about one-eighth of them were killed and wounded, but New
York was not alone here, nor were the mutilated and dead alone from her ranks.

Others came to-day, as I come, the representatives of States, united and living

through the sacrifices of their fallen also—whom the nation alike mourns—and

with fitting ceremony indicate the place where the devotion and valor inspired

of our christian civilization blazed in the red line around these hills, to go out

no more while the page of history shall endure. The token oi our gratitude

which we propose to place over the dust which is henceforth sacred as the index

that in fit eloquence of silence shall challenge the progress of mankind. The
noblest thought of man, as to human rights; the utmost self-denial at the call of

duty ; the grandest example of national devotion of the strong to the weak, the

characteristic of our great war here gaining firmer root, strengthened the trunk

and extended the branches of the tree of freedom and peace, whose ripened fruit

stands waiting for hands clear of all unfaithfulness and injustice. The oppressed

of all lands, toiling and waiting for their harvest of freedom will evermore turn

their faces toward our heroic struggle, and grow patient and strong. The states-

man grappling the problems which impeded the progress of the people, baffled

by selfishness, appalled by crime, or disheartend by indifference, looking to these

heights above the clouds that surround him, shall see this pledge to liberty, and
work on, and if it shall be at any time that wicked men seek to destroy or dis-

turb human progress, reckoning on the ignorance which suffers, or the prejudice

which bears the lowest and most friendless, will not they at least, pause before

the upraised hand of our enfranchised people? True, we are not free from

national trials; but, faithful still to liberty and justice, the result is not doubtful.

And our lives also, as the lives of the men whose deeds we now celebrate, will

be as sacred as they are, giving to the progress and happiness of mankind.
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ORDER OF PROCESSION
AT THE

CEREMONIES OF THE DEDICATION

NTIETAM PtATI0NAL CEMETERY,
AND THE

LAYING OF THE CORNER-STONE

OF THE

MONUMENT
SEPTEMBER 17th, 1867.

Aids. Chief Marshal. Aids.

Lt. Col. James M. Moore, U. S. A.
Artillery.

Infantry.

General Grant and Staff.

Major. General McClellan and Staff.

Major General Burnside and Staff.
Ex Officers and Soldiers of the Army of the Potomac.

Officers and Soldiers of the Armies of the United States.

Officers oe the Navy and Marine Corps of the United States.

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.
The Cabinet Ministers.

The Diplomatic Corps.

Vice-Admiral Porter and Staff.
The Chief Justice and Associate Justices of the Supreme Court of

the United States.

The President of the Day and the Orator.
The Chaplain, Poet and Chorister.
The Committee of Arrangements.

The Members of the U. S. Senate and House of Representatives.

The Governors of the Several States and Territories and their

Staffs.

Board of Managers of the Antietam National Cemetery.
Mayors of Baltimore and Washington, and other Cities.

Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
Knights Templar.

Masonic Fraternity.
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PROGRAMME OF ARRANGEMENT
And Order of Exerclses for the Ceremonies of the

Dedication of the

©K nfiefam Raf1 o naf (§ emefe r^y

,

And the Laying of the Corner-Stone of the Monument,
September 17. 1867.

Tlie Marshal and Assistant Marshals will assemble at Keedysville, at 9
o'clock a. m.

The Military will form at Keedysville, at 10/2 a. m., on tlie pike leading to

Sharpsbiirg-. west of the railroad.

The Masons and other civic bodies will form at the same time, on the jiike

leading to Sharpsbiirg, east of the railroad, with their right resting on the rail-

road crossing.

The head of the column will move at 11 o'clock a. in., up the pike to the

Cemetery grounds.
The Military will form in line at the entrance to the Cemetery, (as may be

directed,) and present arms when the President of the United States and all who
are to occupy the stand shall pass to the same.

Ladies will occupy the left of the stand, and it is desirable that they be
upon the ground as early as 11 o'clock a. m.

The E.xercises will take place as soon as the entire procession is in position

on the ground, as follows :

Music—Band.
Prayer by the Rev. Hiram Matison, D. D., of N. J.

Music—Banu.

Introductory Remarks by the Governor of Maryland.
Music—Hymn, composed by Rev. Edward Meyer, of Pa., and sung by the

Assemblage, under the Leadership of VVm. E. Macdonough, of N. Y.

Laying of the Corner-Stone by the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge
OF Masons of Maryland.

Music—Band.

Oration by Hon. A. W. Bradford, Ex-Governor of Maryland.
Music—Hymn, composed by Rev. Edward Meyer, of Pennsylvania.

Poem, by Clarence F. Buhler, of N. Y.

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.
Music—Band.
Benediction.

Music—Rand.

After the Benediction, the procession will be dismissed, and the Marshal and
Assistant Marshals will form and escort the President and party to the cars at

Keedysville.
Salutes will be fired at sunrise, during the movement of the procession, and

at the close of the exercises.

ASSISTANT MARSHALS.
Bt. Maj. Gen. Andrew VV. Denison, Bt. Maj. Gen. John R. Kenly,
" " " E.B.Tyler, Brig. Gen. J. W. Hofifman,
" Brig. Chas. E. Phelps, Col. John A. Tompkins,
" " R. N. Bowerman, " L. Blumenberg,
' " Adam E. King, " Wm. H.Taylor,
" " H. R. Richardson, " F. VV. Simon,
" " John E, Mulford, Capt. Albert Grant.

JAMES M. MOORE, Chief Marshal.
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ORATION OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN AT THE
DEDICATION OF THE GETTYSBURG NA-

TIONAL MILITARY CEMETERY,
November 19TH, 1S63.

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth upon this conti-

nent a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that

all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any

nation so conceived and so dedicated, can longer endure. We are met on a

great battlefield of that war. We are met to dedicate a portion of it as the final

resting place of tiiose who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is

altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.

But in a larger sense we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot

hallow tiiis ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here have

consecrated it far above our power to add or detract. The world will little note

nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here.

It is for us, the living, rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished work that

they have thus far so nobly carried on. It is rather for us to be here dedicated

to the great task remaining before us—that from these honored dead we take in-

creased devotion to the cause for which they here gave the last full measure of

devotion—that we here highly resolve that the dead shall not have died in vain;

that the nation shall, under God, have a new birth of freedom, and that the gov-

ernment of the people, by the people, and for the people, shall not perish from

the earth.
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J
UST NOW IS THE TIME TO SUBSCRIBE FOR

A Monthly Journal devoted to perpetuating the memor}^ of

the Soldiers of the War of the Rebellion. It con-

tains reliable history, biography, gems of

poetry, songs with music. Just

what is needed to inspire the

young with patriotism.

Price, 5 Cts. per Copy. 50 Cts. per Year.

Canvassers Wanted. Address the Editor and Publisher.

J. G. STEVENSON,
WElY CASTLE, PA.

Antietam *• Battle-Field *• Guide

Will be sent by mail, Free of Postage, to anj^ address in

the United States, upon receipt of TWENTY-
FIVE CENTS per copy. Special rates

to all G. A. R. Posts, by the

hundred or more copies.

Address,

GEO. HESS,
Supt. Antietam National Cemetery,

^ SHARPSBURG, MARYLAND.



^pEpApDOJ^H V/^LLEY

M̂
l\<^ RAILROAD.

fHC SnLY ilRECT I.OUTE}

TO THE

Battle-Field x of x Antietan].

TICKETS CAN BE HAD AS FOLLOWS :

AT OFFICES :

NEW YORK,
]

AND V Pennsylvania Railroad Compan
PHILADELPHIA, J

Bx\LTlMORE, Western Maryland Railroad.

HARRISBURG, Cumberland Valley Railroad,

WASHINGTON, Baltimore and Ohio Railroad,

AND

ALL OFFICES OF THE COMPANY.

Shenandoah Valley Illustrated.

The Shenandoah Valley Railroad Company issue a finely-illustrated pam-
phlet descriptive of the Valley of Virginia, famed from the days of Spotswood
and the Horse shoe Knights, and made historic by the deeds of Jackson, Sheri-

dan and other great military chieftains of the late war. The book is a chronicle

of a leisurely journey through the uplands of Virginia, with running descriptions

of the Caverns of Luray, the Natural Bridge and the Grottoes of the Shenandoah.
Hardly a rood of the famed valley is lacking in historic associations, and the

map accompanying the publication will guide the visitor to the more famous
spots.

Certainlv, no more interesting region worthy of the attention of the tourist

is to be found tiian the Valley of Virginia.

Thisconipany also issues a pamphlet known as the "Shenandoah Valley"
and treats entirely upon the great natural resources awaiting development in the

.Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.

Copies mailed free upon application to

O. HOWARD ROVER, Gen. F. & P. Agt., Roanoke, Va.



--s=siGO TO^HSr--

ANTIETAM
VIA. THE

Gumberiai](i Valleij ^imi
iiRECT Route- from

flOSTON,
NEW YORK,

PHILADELPmA
AND FROM

Interior Points in Pennsylvania.

Three Trains ©aily m Each ©i rectigu

BETWEEN

Through Tickets from and to all points on or reached via.

the Pennsylvania Railroad S3^steni. Also the

Popular Road to the South via.

LURAY AND NATURAL BRIDGE.
Double Daily Pullman Service to and from the South.

J. F. BOYD, H. A. RIDDLE,
Siiperintende7it. General Passenger Agent.
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