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Loyal Legion, to Colonel Arnold A. Rand, General Albert Orclway, and Charles B. Hall for tlle use of pl10tograplls
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North; an<1 D. H. Anderson of Richmond, Va., and George S. Cook of Charleston, S. C.-the latter, since the war,
having succeeded to the ownership of the Anderson negatives.
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aeeonnt.
Pag-e 142, 11th line. For "whitl1c1· he l1a!l h<>en fro111 St.
Thontns" (so printed in part of the e<lition), reatl
""-hither be bad he1·n called from St. Thomas.''
Pa_s'.e 142, 13th line, ,mall type. For "Colonel Justin
�i1nmkk," read "Colonel JnRtin Dimkk.

Tbe

Pna:e 511. See11ml foot-nute. The nallle of one of Gen�era! E"·dl"K llrigade eomman,lN;;,Gem·rnl Ha.rs, and
of two eommawlers of hatteri,·� in tlle s:1111e , lhision,
Balthi.s arnl D'Aquin, were mis,-pelle1i in t•art of the
Jirst erlitio11.
Paire 612, titll' to nrticle, n111l tnllle of eoutents, p. xn.
Fnr "The Snrn•nckr of Harper·, Fen.r," read '' Tbe
Capitnl.ition of Uarper'ti F0rr.r."

Pag-e 152, nth line. For" (i\Iy eon1ma.ml was tbe 2d, 10th.
a111l 9th :'se,, York, a111l th,· 9th )Jns"'a,·bn�etts,)" rend
•· 1M�- e111mrn1111l wa� the 2,L, ,!11, and 10th, New York,
nrnl the 29th :i\Iassnebn"'etts.) ·•

Pnp;e 615. tirst colm1m, 11th line. For "After our
ilSSitlllt." rPad "After au w;�anlt."

Page 217. F1111t-note. For "part of th,, tiel!l at Se,·en
Pines wa� regain<•!l 1111 the ,ecornl ,lay," etc., rend
"pa rt of the tiel,1 en11t of i-eY1·n Pine11 was regailled
011 the second day "; the fa!'t heing that the fiPhl
Wl'st of Se,·en l'iues, where Cas1·y•� 1·:m1p wnR Ritu
atl'tl, was not regaiw·<l !Jy the, l'nion troop� until
.Inue 2,l.

!'age 6-13. For •· hatterie:s of hnth eo1·p� were coneen
t ratPd," l'ea,1 "cannon 11f hoth corps," etc.
l'ag,, 11-17, 1st line of foot-note. For" Herc, iu regard to
the tim,' at whiPb i'-11111ne1· -,r,s or,lere,l to mnrcb to
ltociker·" Rlljl[llll't, iK a 11i"p11tl'<l qnestion of fact,"
1·ea1l "u,,1·e, as i11 regarll tu tb,· ti111e," ete.

Pag-e 270, 2d line from hottom. Fol' "Captaiu Jobu
WilkeR," rPatl "Captnin Chm·les "'ill,e.s."

Page 70:1. For" lllit.chel .it Hnnts\'ille. i\Ta)' 18th," read
•· '.\Jitebcl at Hunts,·ille 1111 llia,r l"t.''

Pnge 3H. 21st line, 211 <'Olnmn. Fo1· ·• Captain "'· U.
\\"eetle11," read "Captain W. B. Weeden."

Page ,08, 18th line. For "tbc initiatory portion uf the
Jllitchel J1iograph�-;· read"the milltar.r portion."

ADDITIONAL CORRECTIONS IN VOLUME I.
Pag-1, xiii. of Contents, an!l page 37. For "Colonel
Daniel H. Yiuton," rend"Colonel Da,id II. Yintou."

Page 317, Stb line from the bottom. For" l\Iajor llIPza.
ros,'' re:ul •' lllajor l\Ieszaros."

Page 117, IOt!J line. For" Allred narhonr," l'l'acl"Alf-rell
l\I. Uarhonr."

rng<> 332, foot-note. For" Colonel n. \\', Shar<>, 3d Texas
CaYalry.'' read "Cnloul'l B. \\'. Stone, Gtb Texas
Ca,nlry."

P:we 147. 5th line frn1u bottom. For"0.-tober 2<1," n·a<l
"O!'tohcr 3<1."
Page 174. For "toward Yiruna, Jnne Dtb," reail "to
war1l Yienna, June 7th."
Page 170. "Uniform of tlle 11th New York (Fire Zou
a,es), at Bnll l!un." Aceol'lliug to William )Iurray,
S11pr·rinte111lent in 1888 nf the Polie<· Department,
N,·w Yori, C'itJ", thiH regi111c·nt.. to which he bplouged,
wore a "rell frz" at the tirst Bnll J:m1.
Page 259. CTl'11ernl .Tohnston m·otP ·• Two lett,,rs from
lkn,•ral LPo null l\Ir. Wnll,er, Srcretary of \\"ar, are
stated :1R PTI<lence that General lkanreg.ir,1 com
ma11,le1l. Those g1•11tl<'111e11 wern not in a [IOsition to
know if I rl'linqnishc,1 t!Je 1·01111u:11Hl.'' Tl1e omis,-ion
of the wur,l "not" made tlle writer state the con
trary.

xx

Page 3:!7, seeonll l'olnmn, )IcC111locll's DiYision. For
·" Colnuel J. T. Cbnn·hill," rea,1 "Colonel T. J.
Cb1m·bil1."
Page aa:;. 6th line from hottom. For"Colonel John TT.
Trigg-,'• re:ul '' Colonel U11bcrt C. Tl'i.�g."
Png.-1• 420, 2,1 line from Jwttnm. For "Colonel John A.
Thayer," read" Colonel John llf. TlrnyPr."
l'age 42a, ti1·Rt eolnmn, Gt-h line. Ca pL Dresser's hattery
wns '' D, 211 Ill. Lt. Artillery," instead of",\, Ill. Lt.
Artillery."
l'age 637, 7th line, from the hot tom. For "the Stlt
Georgia/' read" thl· 3d neorgia."
Page 67,, rntll line. For·• C. A. Boute1le," reacl "C. O.
Boutelle.''
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FORT PULASKI AFTER THE SURRENDER.

FROM A SKETCH MADE AT THI:. TIME,

SIEGE AND CAPTURE OF FORT PULASKI.
BY Q. A. GCLL�IORE, l\IAJOR-CTENEHAL. U. 1-. \'.

THE capture of the forts at Port Royal ,ms promptly followed by the
abandonment by the Confederates of the eutire coast and all the coast
towns south_ of Charleston except Savannah, which was defended by Fort
Pulaski, at the month of the Savannah River.
This work is of brick, with five faces, en ·emated 011 all sides, and ha a
wet ditch. The walls are seven and a half fe •t thick, and rise twenty-five feet
above high water, rnouuting one tier of gnus in casernates and one en barbette.
Tho gorge face is covered by a demi-lune of good relief, ananged for one
tier of guns en barvette. rrhis also has a wet ditch.
The fort is situated on Cockspnr Island, a marshy formation, surrounded by
broad channels of deep water. The nearest approach to it on tolerably firm
ground is frorn one to two rniles distant, to the sonth-east, along a narrow
strip of shifting sands formed on Tybee I land by the action of wind and
waves. In the light of subsequent events it js of interest to recall the fact that
before operations for investing the place were begun the fort was visited by
several Confederate officers of rank, formerly of the regular army, who
freely expressed the opinion that the isolated position of the work, and the
nature of its environs, rendered any successful siege operations against it
absolutely impracticable. The Confederate comrnander, Colonel Charles H.
Olmstead, appears quite naturally to have been governed by the opinions of his
superior officers; j and the measures adopted for adding strength and safety
to the work were of the most meager character. l\foreover, General Joseph
G. Totten, Chief Engineer United States Army, wrote, in reply to a letter
requesting his views on the subject, that "the work could not he reduced in
a month's firing with any number of guns of manageable calibers."
) The officer in command of the department was Brigadier-General A. R. Lawton, C. S. A.-EDITORS.
VOL, II. 1
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I had been appointed chief engineer of the Expeditionary Corps, and in that
capacity was directed by General T. W. Sherman, on the 29th of November, to
make an examination of Tybee Island and Fort Pulaski, and to report upon
the propriety of holding the island, and upon the practicability, and, if prac
ticable, on the best method, of reducing the fort. I reported that I deemed
the reduction of the work practicable with batteries of mortars and rifled
guns established on Tybee Island, and recommended the occupation of the
island, adding some details concerning the disposition of the batteries, the
precautions to be observed in their construction, and the intensity of the fire
to be delivered by them. This project having been approved by General
Sherman and by the higher authorities, the 46th New York Infantry, Colonel
Rosa commanding, took possession of the island early in Decern ber. In
February, 186:2, they were reenforced by the addition of the 7th Connecticut
Infantry, two companies of New York Volunteer EngineerE, and two com
panies of the 3d Rhode Island Artillery, and all were placed under command
of Colonel (now l\Iajor-General) A.H. Terry, of the 7th Connecticut. By the
labor of these troops eleven batteries were constructed, at distances from the
fort varying from 1650 to 34:00 yards.
Tybee Island is mostly a mud marsh, like other marsh islands on this
coast, varied, however, by ridges and hummocks of firm ground. The dis
tance along the north shore, from the landing-place to the advanced batteries,
on the sand ridge above mentioned, is about two and a half miles. Over the
last mile, which is lmv and marshy, and within effective range of the guns of
Fort Pulaski, was constructed a causeway of fascines and brushwood.
The work of unloading on the open beach the ordnance, implements, and
equipments, and of transporting them to the batteries, was in charge of
Lieutenant (afterward General) Horace Porter, and is thus described by him:

t

'' The heavy guns were lanclecl by lowering them from the vessels into lighters having a
strong decking bnilt across their gunwales. They were towed ashore by row-boats at high tide,
often in a heavy surf, and careened b_v means of a rope from shore, manned by soldiers, until
the piece rolled off. Ai low tide this ,nis llragged above high-water mark.
"For the pmpose of transporting the 13-inch mortars, weighing 17,000 ponuds, a pair of
skids was constructed of timber ten inches square and twenty feet long, held together by three
cross-pieces, notched on. One encl of the skids was lashed close under the axle of a large sling
cart, with the other end resting on the ground. The mortar was rolled np by means of ropes
until it reached the miclcllo of the skids and chocked. Another large sling-cart was run over
the other end of the skids, which was raised by the screw, forming a temporary four-wheeled
wagon. Two hurnlred and fifty men were required to move it over the clifficnlt roads by which
the batteries were reached.
"I can pay no greater tribute to the patriotism of the 7th Connecticut Volunteers, the troops
generally furnished me for this duty, than to say that, when the sling-carts frequently sank to
their huhs in the marshes, and had to be extricated h_v unloading the mortar, rolling it upon
;t No.
,,
"
"
"
"
"
''

1, :3 heavy 13-inch mortars. 3-!00 yards.
"
"
:?, 3
" .3200 "
3, 3 10-inch Columbia<.ls . :n 00 "
4, 3 8-inch
"
... 30,15 "
5, 1 heavy 13-ineh mortar . 27()0 "
6, 3 "
"
"
. 2600 "
7, �
"
"
.2..J:00 ,,
8, 310-in.Col'h'dsaudl8-in.1740 "
'4

No. D, G 30-pounder Parrott rifles
and 1-!S-pounder James
rifle (olcl :!-!-pounder) 1670 yards.
" 10, 2 S-!-pouncler James rifles
(old -!2-pounders), aml
2 64-pounder James
rifles (old 32-pounders)1650 "
" 11,-! 10-inch siege mortars. 1650 "
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planks until harder ground could be found, and then reloading it, they toiled night after night,
often in a ch-enching rain, under the guns of the fort., speaking only in whispers, and directed
entirely by the sound of a whistle, without uttering a rnm·mm·. When drilling the same men
in the mortar-batteries, they exhibited an intelligence equaled only by their former physical
enduTance."

In constructing the batteries, as well as in transporting their armament,
the greater part of the work was, of necessity, clone under cover of night,
and with the greatest caution. The positions selected for the five advanced
batteries were artifieially screened from the view of the fort by almost im
perceptible changes, made little by little each night, in the condition and
distribution of the brush\,ood ancl bushes in front of them. No sudden altera
tion in the outline of the landscape was permitted. After the concealment
had been perfected to such a degree as to permit a safe parapet behind it,
less care was taken, and some of the work requiring mechanical skill was
clone in the daytime, the fatigue parties going to their labor before break of
clay and retm·ning to camp after nightfall. The garrison of the fort was
either unsuspicions or indifferent; at any rate, the natural difficulties of
our task received no increment through interference from that quarter. The
ability of their guns to punish impertinent intrusion had been already shown.
Two soldiers of the 46th New York, which had occupied the island as a pre
cautionary measure before the siege operations began, having strolled out to
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the end of the saud point nearest the fort, conceived the idea, of issuing a
challenge to the enerny after the fashion described in the "Adventures of
Robinson Crnsoe." The fort accepted the situation and replied with a shot
from a Blakely gun whieh had recently run the blockade at ,Vilrnington.
One of the men was cut i.n two; the other retreated in disordrr, and could
not be induced to return and pay the last offices to his ill-starred comrade
till after dark. It was said that tho gun was sighted by the colonel command
ing. Tlw experiment was encouraging, but the garrison did not seem to take
the hint. Sometime after they dropped a shell near my hendqnarters at the
light-house, hut as it did not accord with onr policy to exhibit any sy1nptoms
of annoyance, the attention was not repeated.
l\Ieanwhile, in another quarter, operations for the investrnent of the fort, as
complete as the peenliar topography of the region would permit, had been
snbstautially completed by the establishment of two batteries of six guns
each, about four miles above the fort,-one at Venus Point, on_Jones Island,
on the north bank of the Savannah River, and the other on Bird Island, nearly
opposite. This latter point had been fixed upon after a reconnoissance made
by Lieutenant P. H. 0'Rorke, of the Eugineers, who, with l\Iajor Oliver '1'.
Beard, of the 48th New York, had goue in a small boat up the river as far as
the west end of Elba I ·laud, within two miles of Fort Jacksou. In ndclition,
two companies of infantry, with three pieces of artillery, ·'"vere placed on a
hnlk anchored in Lazaretto Creek, about two and a qnarter miles south of the
fort, to intercept communication from the direction of ,Vassaw Sound. After
all, even with the efficient aid of the vessels on the station, it was found
impossible to isolate perfectly a place lying, as Fort Pulaski does, in n wilder
ness of low marsh islands submerged by spriug-tides, intersected by numer
ous tortnons channels, and covered with a rank growth of reeds and ta11 grass.
With light boats, small parties familiar with the locality could easily make
their way from creek to creek and over the rnarshes by night, avoiding
guards an<l pickets. It was known that messengers frequently passed in this
way to and from the fort, and some of them were captured.
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The construction of the Venus Point battery and the transportation of its
armament had been effected in the face of difficulties of the same sort as were
met with on Tybee Island, but much more discouraging. Jones Island is
nothing but a mud marsh, whose general surface is about on the level of
ordinary high tide, with a few "spots of limited area which are submerged only
by spring-tides or when the ordinary tide is favored by the wind. Even in
the most elevated places the partly dry crust is only three or four inches in
depth, the substratum being a semi-fluid mud, quivering like jelly at every
slight blmv-. A pole or an oar can be forced into it with ease to a depth of
twelve or fifteen feet, and the resistance seems to diminish with increase of
penetration. The roots of reeds and grasses partly sustain the weight of a
man, so that he will sink only a few inches; but when these give way, he
goes down two feet or more.
Over this unpromising tract all the materials, sand-bags, planks, etc., used
in constructing the battery were carried,-about three hundred yards on a
causeway of poles, and for the remaining distance by a wheel-barrow track
made of planks laid encl to encl. On the night of February 10th, Lieutenant
O'Rorke, of the Engineers, began the construction of the magazine and
gun platforms, while Lieutenant Horace Porter, assisted by Major Beard,
48th New York, and Lieutenant James H. ,Vilson, Topographical Engineers,
undertook the task of bringing up the gnus. A wharf of poles and sand-bags
had been made in Mud River, about 1300 yards from the battery, to which
all the materials were 1rought in boats
from Daufnskie Island, the nearest dry
'i
land, four miles away.
It had been intended to carry the guns
and ammunition for the Venus Point
battery on flats through New River
and ,Vall's Cut into ,Vright River, and
thence by J\Iud River into the Savannah,
under convoy of the gun-boats; but the
delay threatened by tide and weather,
and the probability of encountering tor
pedoes, for which the vessels were not
prepared, determin eel a drnnge of plan ;
and it was decided, without depending
on the gun-boats, to tow the flats to the
Mud RiYer wharf, and haul the guns
ERAL EGBERT L. nELE, AT THE
across the marsh. The landing was BRIGADIER-GE:-.
SIEGE OF FORT PULASKI CO)DIA:-;'DER OF THE
made without accident; and the pieces,
uNw:-. FoncEs o:-i nAuFus1OE 1sLA:,;n.
FROM A PHOT0GR.\PII.
.
mounted on their carriages ancI 11mberecl
up' were moved forward on shifting runways of 3-inch planks laid end. to end.
.
Lieutenant Wilson, with thirty-five men, took charge of the two pieces m
advance, and :\Iajor Beard and Lieutenant Porter, with a somewhat larger
force, of the four other pieces. Each party had two planks in excess of the
number required for the guns and limbers when closed together. This extra
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pair of planks was successively taken up from the rear and laid clown m
front as the guns were moved forward.
By some mistake the men detailed for this work had already been on duty
for twenty-fom· hours, and were in no condition for such fatiguing service.
They sank to their knees at every step. The planks soon became slippery
with mud, and were hauled forward with drag-ropes; the wheels frequently
slipped off, sinking to the hubs, to be replaced only by the greatest exertions.
The last gun had been landed at 10 o'clock, and by 2 A. l\I. two pieces had
crossed about one-fourth of the marsh, and the men were utterly exhausted.
The guns were concealed by reeds and grass and left until the next night,
when a fresh detail carried them through to their position, crossing the worst
part of the marsh and repeating all the experiences of the previous night. By
half-past 8 on the morning of the 12th the battery was ready for service.
The Bird Island battery "'"as established eight days later, the crossing
being made on the night of the 20th.
The Venus Point battery was tested on the morning of the 13th, when the
rebel steamer Icla passed do-wn under full steam. In firing nine shots at her, all
the guns but one recoiled off the platforms. These were at once enlarged to
double their former size. The Irla was unhurt, but preferred to return to
Savannah by another route. On the next day three gun-boats engaged the
battery for a short time, withcl.Tawing after one of them was struck.!
The first vessel, with ordnance and ordnance stores for the siege, had
arrived in Tybee Roads on the 21st of February, and on the 9th of April the
batteries were ready to open fire. Lieutenant Horace Porter says :
"So much were the preparations hurried for opening· the bombardment, that we could not
wait for many of the ordnance stores that had been ordered from the North. Powder-measures

.i The 48th New Yo1·k, which furnished the
guard for the battery, had not a reputation for
conspicuous sanctity, but it is doubtful whether
one story told of them would not suffer in point
by contact with hard facts.
There was an iron-clad at Savannah named the
Atlanta, but commonly known as the "Ladies' gun
boat," from the fact that means for building it had
been largely supplied by contributions of jewelry
from the ladies of the city. Some time after om oc
cupation of Jones Islami, it was reported that the
Atlanta was coming down to shell us out. The
thoughts of the battery-guard naturally tumed to
ward measures for meeting such an attack, and it
was resolved to fire shot connected by chains, and
so tangle her up and haul her ashore. When the

question arose how they should get into their iron
bound prize, the officer in command of the detach
ment was ready with his solution: "I've got the
men to do it." Theu he paraded his men, and
informed them of the facts. "Now," said he,
"you've been in this cursed swamp for two weeks,
np to your ears iu mud,-no fun, no glory, and
blessed poor pay. Here's a chance. Let every
one of you who has had experience as a craeksman
or a safe-blower step to the front." It is said that
the whole detachment stepped off its two paces
with perfect unanimity. The Atlanta did not, in
fact, make any demonstration on the Savannah,
but went, some time later, to Wassaw Sound, only
to be captured by Commander John Rodgers with
the monitor Weehawken.- Q. A. G.
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were made out of copper from the metallic cases in which the desiccated vegetables are received.
Columbiad shells were strapped with strips of old tents, rough blocks being used for sabots. A
large party was kept working clay and night, during the bombardment, making IO-inch
Columbiad cartridge-bags, and wooden fuse-plugs for 10-inch mortars, in which paper fuses
were used."

The men engaged in making the fnse-plugs were mostly Conneetieut
Yankees, and it was interesting to observe, in the expression of supreme con
tent that settled upon their eountenances, the manifest relief afforded by the
ehange from the day and night toil of moYing and mounting guns to the con
genial employment of whittling.� Once, iu passing, Lieutenant Porter asked
how they were getting along. "Thank ye, Leftenant; we're unclergoin'
a consid'able degree o' comfort."
General orders were issued on the afternoon of the 0th, prescribing for
each battery its point of attack, the rate of firing, and the eharges and
elevation of the pieces. The mortars were to drop their shells over and
within the faces of the work ; the fire of the guns should be directed partly
against the barbette gnns of the fort, and to take the gorge and north
walls in reverse, but mainly upon the pan-coupe joining the south and
south-east faces, with the double view of opening a practicable breach for
assault and of exposing to a reverse fire the magazine in the opposite
angle. With one or two exceptions, it was not found necessary to change
these orders during the whole com·se of the bombardment. One officer,
a German, eommanding a battery, so far failed to imbibe the spirit of the
order, that when the moment for opening fire came, he mounted the para
pet on the flank of his battery, drew his sword with a melodramatie clash
and flourish, and let off all his guns in one volley. The effect was griev
ously marred by the faet that in his enthusiasm he had overlooked instrnc
tions whieh he had personally received, to open embrasures through the
sand ridge forming his parapet as the last thing before firing. Naturally
the shot, glancing from the slope, took any direction but the one intended,
part of them landing as far from the fort as they were when they left the
pieces. The same officer, by the way, afterward expressed the hope that
the methods pursued in the siege of Fort Pulaski would not become known
in military circles in Europe, lest, being in violation of all the rules
laid down in the books, they should bring discredit upon American military
engmeermg.
Just after sunrise on the morning of the 10th, l\Iajor-General David Hunter,
commanding the department (of the South), sent a flag under Lieutenant
James H. ·,.vilson to the fort, with a summons to surrender. Colonel Olm.Ii' 'At the 10-iuch mortar battery, fuse-plugs were
still wanting, and the ordnance officer [Horace
Porter] was in despair. He had brought out a
specimen of one prepared for another piece, in
hopes it might serve. . . . Here were these four
pieces, at this most advanced position, rendered
entirely useless. Not one could he fired. Finally,
a happy thought struck him: there was a Yankee
regiment on the island; all Yankees are whittlers;

if this regiment could be tmned out to-night, they
might whittle enough fuse-plugs before morning
to fire a thousand rounds. So we put spurs to our
horses, and rode (in the darkness) . . . back to
camp. The Gth Connecticut was ordered out to
whittle, anrl did whittle to advantage, providing all
the plugs that were used in Battery Totten on the
two succeeding days." [Correspondence of the
"New York Times."] - EDITORS.
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stead briefly declined to comply with the demand, saying that he was there
"to defend the fort, not to surrender it."
The first shell was fired at a quarter-past 8 o'clock A. l\I., from Battery Hal
leck, about the middle of the line, and by half-past 9 all the batteries were in
operation, each mortar firing at fifteen-minute intervals, and the guns from
two to three times as rapidly. The enemy replied vigorously, though at first
not very accurately, with his barbette and casemate gnus, following up
our line as the batteries successively
disclosed their position. It appeared
subsequently that he knew the exact
position of only two of our batteries
Nos. 5 and 6, which had been established
with no special attempt at concealment.
By 1 o'clock in the afternoon it be
came eYident that, unless our guns
shorild suffer seriously from the ene
my's fire, a breach would be effected:
with a glass it could be seen that the
rifled projectiles were sm·ely eating their
way into the scarp of the pan-coupe aml
adjacent south-east face. ,Vhen the fir
ing ceased for the night, after nine and
a half hours' duration, the commence
ment of a breach was plainly visible. It
was equally manifest, to the surprise
and disappointment of all experienced
BRE,ET BRIGADIER-GENERAL HORACE PORTER.\
officers present, that the 13-inch morFROJI A PHOTOGRAPH.
'\ General Horace Porter, in a letter to the
editors, records the snbjoinerl inci<lents of the
Riege :
'' One of the regiments which was assigned to duty
on Tybee Island, and participated prominently in
the siege operations, was the 46th New York, composed entirely of Germans. There was the savor
of German cooking in their mess, the sound of German songs in their camp; all the commands were
given in German at dri11, and the various calls,
such as reveille and tattoo, were the same as those
used in the German army. ·we "·ere at this time
very anxious to get some information about the
construction of the interior arrangements for the
rlefense of the fort, and one morning a strapping
fellow in the regiment, who lookerl as if he might
have been a lineal descendant of a member of
Fretlerick the Great's Potsdam Guards, became
enthusiastic in the belief that if there was any son
of Germany in the fort the playing of the strains
of the Vaterland within he:iring of the enemy
would bring him promptly into camp. The plan
was put into execution, aml, sure enough, one dark
night a German cmne floating over on a log from
Cockspur to Tybee Island. iVe got from him some
very useful information.

"·when the ,vhite flag went up, General Gillmore,
with a number of officers, started for the fort in a
whale-lJoat to receive the surrender. The boat was
loaded to the gunwales, as everybody was anxious
to go on this mission and get a first sight of the
captured work There was a sea running which
threatened at times to swamp the craft, and the
rowers could make little headway :igainst the wind
and tide. In fact, the parties made such slow prog
ress in pulling for the fort that the effort became
rather ludicrous, and it looked for a time as if even
the patience of a garrison waiting to smTernlermight
become exhausted, and they be tempted to open
fire again on their dilatory c:iptors.
"Among the visitors to the fort was George
W. Smalley, the correspondent of the 'Kew York
Tribune,' and now the well-known London repre
sentative of that journ:il.
"One of the captured officers asked me who was
the person in citizen's tlress, and when I replied
that be was a war corresponrlent of the 'Tribune,'
exclaimed, 'What! that old abolit.ion sheet f'
'Yes.' ' Edited by old man Greeley V' 'Yes.'
'And we're going to be written up by his gang?'
'Yes.' 'Well, I could have stood the surrender,
but this humiliation is too much ! '"
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tars, though carefully and fairly well served, were from some cause practi
cally inefficient, not more than one-tenth of the shells falling within the fort.
It was clear that for the reduction of the work we should have to depend on
breaching alone, ending, perhaps, in an assault. An assault was really
impracticable, owing to the lack of boats to cany the troops, although these
conld have been procured from the navy after considerable delay.
To increase the security of om· advanced batteries, a constant fire against
the barbette guns of the fort had been kept up throngh the day. Two of
these g71ns were disabled and three casemate guns silenced. During the
nigLt two or three pieces were kept at work to prevent the enemy from
repairing the damage be had sustained.
Shortly after sunrise on the 11th om: batteries again opened with vigor
and accuracy, the enemy returning a resolute and well-directed fire. A
detachment of seamen, fm·nished by Captain C.R. P. Rodgers, of the TYabasli,
who personally superintended their service, had been assigned to one of the
most important batteries, where their skill and experience were applied
with telling effect. By noon the first two casemates in the south-east face
were opened to their full width, onr shots passing through the timber blind
age in their rear and reaching the magazine at the north-west angle of the
fort.
It was plain that a few hours' work of this kind would clear away the scarp
wall to a greater width than the small garrison conld defend against assault,
and preparations for storming were ordered. Meanwhile onr guns were pound
ing at the next casemate, which was fast crumbling away, puffs of yellow
dust marking the effect of shot and shell, when, at� o'clock, a white flag wns
shown, and the colors, fluttering for a few minutes at half-mast, came
slowly down.
I was directed to recefre the surrender, and crossed to the fort for that pur
pose. The articles were signed that afternoon, and the place occupied by our
troops, between whom and the late ganison the best of feeling prevailed.*
Many a jest and repartee passed between them. One Georgian, of a sarcastic
bent, recalled the ancient myth of wooden nutmegs. " We don't make them
*"At the entrance [of Fort Pulaski] stood the weapons. The ceremony was performed in the
Colonel Olmstead, the commandant. He showed colonel's headquarters, all standing. It ,vas just
the way to his own quarters, having previously at dark, am1 the candles gave only a half-light.
requested that several Kational officers who were The weapons were laid on a table, each officer
approaching might, as a matter of courtesy, be advancing in tm·n, nccording to bis rank, nnd men
desired to remain outside until the prelimh1aries tioning bis n::une and title. Nearly every one added
were adjusted. This was accorded him, and an some remark. The colonel':c; "\Vas dignified: 'I
interview of an hour took place, at which only him- yieh1 my sworr1, but I tmst I have not disgraced
self and General Gillmore were present. The terms it.' . . . . l\Iajor Hnlpine, in reply, spoke grace
of the capitulation having been settled, General fully of the painfulness of the tlnty he bad been
Gillmore was shown over the fort by the colonel, called upon to perform-to receiYe the swords of
and then took his leave, accompanied by Colonel men who bad shown by their bravery that they de
Rust. l\fessengers from General Huntf'r bacl mean- served to wea1·tbem.... As soon as the surrender
time arrivP-d. These, together with General Gill- was compl�te, Colonel Olmstead tmned to his
more's aide, made the rounds of the fort nuder the officers and began making some remarks to them,
escort of Colonel Olmstead, who introduced us to upon which his captors withdrew. The American
his officers, and were the only persons JJresent flag was then raised on the ramparts." [Corre
when the swords were deliverer1. Jl.fajor Hal pine, spondence of the ''New York Times" in Moore's
as the representative of General Hunter, received "Rebellion Record.'']
EDITORS.
VOL. II. 2

JO

SIEGE AND CAPTURE OF FORT PULASKI.

of wood any longer," retorted a Connecticut man, pointing to a IO-inch shot
that one of our Colmnbiads had sent through the wall.
Among the articles of capitulation was one providing that the sick and
wounded should be sent under a flag of trnce to the Confederate lines.
This article General Hunter declined to
rntify, and the whole garrison were sent
as prisoners to the forts in New York
harbor.
The garrison was found to consist of
385 men, J including a full complement
of officers. Several of them were se
verely, and one fat.allr, wounded. Our
own loss wns limited to one man, killed
through his own neglect of the proper
precautions.
rrho full nrmmnent of the fort was
140 guns. At the time of the siege it
contained 48, of which 30 bore on Ty
bee Island. After the position of our
several batteries became known to the
enemy, each of these guns was trained
on n particular point, a11cl was served
nnyaryingly in that direction. Our
men soon learned the point of attack
of each gnu, and were warned by the
1
Cl')T of " over ! " "'IT"heu a shot was com
in °·. They took great ._atisfact.ion in
eeing visitors to the batteries dodge
at false alarms, in their pursuit of
anrnsement, not always respecting even
high rank. In all, 16 of these 20 guns
were silenced br our :fire, while not one
of our pieces was struck.
BHEYET BRIG.-GEXERAL CHARLES G, HALPINE.
FRO'.\I A PIIOTOGRAPII.
During the siege our batteries fired
The photognph wa>< en,leutly iuteuded to show
hot , of which 3543 were from
General Halpine in hiR liter:uy eharaeter of" Pri,atc 5275
l\Iiles O'Ticilly," wl!osc war poe111s ,,ere among the
the 20 guns and 173:2 from the 16 mor
most popular of that perio,1. At Fort Pulaski, 1\Iajor
Ilalpine "as Assistaut ,\Lljutant-Gencral ou the stall' tars. We w re provided with ammuni
of General D:ni<l Hunter. eomrnanrling the Depart
ment of the South, whieh included Sontl! C'arolina.
tion for a week's :firing, of which about
Georgia, and Flori<la. He die<l Augu�t 3d, 1868.
one-fifth was expended.
The effect of our :fire upon the walls of the fort is interesting, as the first
example, in actual warfare, of the breaching power of rifled ordnance at long
) TTIE
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Maj.-Geu. Da.id Hunter. department commander.
Rriis.-Gen. Henry W. Benhnm, division commander.
Da11fuskie l.�land, Brig.-Geu. Ei.bert L. Yiele: 6th
Conn., Col. John L. Chatfiel<.l; 8th 11Ie. (5 eo's), Lieut.-

AT FORT

PULASKI, GA.

Cul. Epluaim W. Woodman; 48th N. Y., Col. James
f{. Perry. ,Tones Island (K, 1st N. Y. Engineers, Capt.
H. L. Southard, and G, 3d R. I. Artillery, Capt. John H.
Gould), Lieut.-Col. William B. Barton. Bir<l Island (E,
3d n. I. Artillery, Capt. James E. Bailey, and E, Ist N. Y.
Engineers, Capt. James E. Place), Maj. Oliver T. Beard.
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range. Not only were the two casemates opened to an aggregate width of
thirty feet, but the scarp wall was battered dowu in front of three casemate
piers, and the adjacent wall on each side was so baclly shattered that a few
hmu·s' firing would have doubled the width of practicable breach, a ramp of
of the counterscarp. In re----debris reaching to the foot
pairing the work subsec1uently
. ' one hundred
linear feet of wall bad
to be rebuilt.
A messenger who
caped from the
•·
fort just before
,·
·
;..
......
surrender ._uc
the
,1± fl.:.
��
ceeded in ma k
ing his way o-,er
�-��:,. .... i
'
the creeks aud
and
marshes,
- ,\.,
·---�. �
�� ?
carried to Sa
,·aimah, fifteen
� �miles up the
riYer, the news
that the fort had
fallen.t The con
sternation was
supreme.
hope of

• .t:r
;ti/

,\Jf
!
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,IEWS OF FORT PULASKI AFTER THE SURRE::>,DEl�.
FRO::U PHOTOGRAPHS.
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the city seemed lost, and the citizens began to secm·e tbemsel-.;;es by sending
their families and property into the interior. Their confidence in the ability
Tybee Island. Aeting Brig.-Gen. Q. A. Gillmore: ,th
Conn., Col. Alfred H. Terry; 8th ::llieh., Col. William ::II.
Fenton; 46th X. Y., Col. Rudolph Rosa : 1st :X. Y. En�r:i
neers, (Co's A. and D, Lieut. Thomas B. Brooks and Capt.
Frederick E. Graef 1, Lieut.-Col. James F. Hall; B, F,
and H, 3d R. I. Artillery. Capt�. L. C. Tourtellot, Pardon
Mason, and Horatio Rogers. Jr.: detachment A, U. S.
Engineers, Sergeant James E. Wilson.
COXFEL>EJUTE FORCES.

Col. Charles H. Olmstead: ;,\Iontgomery Guard. Capt.
L. J. Gilmartin; Gennan ,·01unteers, Capt. John II.
Steigen; Oglethorpe Light Infantry, Capt. T. W. Sims;
Wise Guard, Capt. ::II. J. )Icllullan; Washington ,olun
teers, Capt. John l\Icllahon.
Of the garrison and armament. of Fort Pulaski, General
A. R. Lawton said in bis report: "As there ha,e been

1r 1
.
c:a.....,_.....,_.;..u""-"i.

no reh1n1, received from Fort Pula�ki for some tiuw,
I cannot gi,e J·ou the precise strength of the gaITisou.
It consisted, howe,cr, of fi,e companies, numbering a.
little o,er 400 men, and commanded by Colonel C. H.
Olmstead. The armament eo111<isted of fi,e IO-inch Co
lumbiads. nine 8-inch Colnmbiads, three 42-ponncler�.
three IO-ineh mortars, onel2-inch mortar. one 2!-pounder
howitzer. two 12-pouuder howitzers. twenty 32-pounders,
and mo !½-inch (Blakely) rifled guns, with 130 rounds
of allllllunition per gun.''

! "Corporal Law [who carried the news of the
surrender to the Coufederates] arrived in the fort
in company with the signal man, whom he went to
pilot, at 5 o'clock Friday morning, the day of the
surrender, He remained inside the works during
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of Fort Pulaski to sustain a siege had been absolute. General Henry C.
Wayne, of the Confederate army, who was in Savannah at the time, was one
of the first to doubt, and met with the nsnal fortnne of prophets of evil iu
times of intense popnlar feeling. He had been an officer in the regular army,
and his experience had tanght him to distinguish the sound of guns at dif
ferent distances and fired in opposite directions. As his trained ear noted
how, from horn· to hour, the gnus pointed toward the city kept up their steady
volume, while the intervals of reply grew longer and longer, he told the
citizens 011 the second clay that the guns of the fort were being gradually
silenced, and that it could not hold out. Out of incredulity grew a suspicion
that "the wish was father to the thought," and indignation was fast tending
toward personal violence, when the trnth became known, and the WTath of
the people was lost in their fears.
The result of this victory was to close the Savannah River entirely to block
ade-runners, and to set free for service elsewhere the naval force which had
been employed there.
the whole of the bombardment on that day,· and
left as the flag was lo"·ered [not being a member
of the garrison], makiug his way to the south
wharf as the enemy's steamer was approaching
tho uorth-lamliug. ·when tho bombardment commeuce,l on Thursday none of the enemy's batteries
on Tybee were visible, except from the smoke
which pointed out the different localities to our
garrison. .
. The firing of the enemy on
Thursday was not so effective as to create au
apprehension that the work would fall. The
enemy were obtaining the muge of their guns for
the operations of night autl the clay following.
. . . The north-east casemates were all in which
the garrison coulrl bunk with any security whatever through Thursday night, though but little
sleep "\Vas enjoyed, as the enemy threw t"Welve
shells per hour into the fort until daylight. . . .
Corporal Law witnessed the "·bole of Friday's
fight for himself, mingling freely with the garrison
throughout the terrible scene. . . . At the close
of the fight all the parapet guns were dismounted
except three -two 10-incb Columbiads, kno"Wn as
'Beauregard' and 'Jeff Davis,' lmt one of which
bore 011 the island, and a rifie-eannon. EYery
casemate gun in the south-east sertion of the
fort, from No. 7 to No. 13, including an that
could be brought to bear upon the enemy's batteries except one, were dismounted, arnl th� casemate
"\Valls 1Jreacbed, in almost every instance, to the
top of the arch-say between five and six feet
in width. The moat ontsirle was so filled mth
brick antl mortar that one could have passerl over
dry-shod. The officers' quarters were torn to
pieces, the bomb-proof timbers scattered in every

direction over the yard, and the gates to the en
trance knocked off. The para.pet walls on the
Tybee side were all gone, in many places down to
the level of the earth on the casemates. The pro
tectiou to the magazine in the north-west angle of
the fort had all been shot a'l'l""ay; the entire corner
of the magazine next to the passage-way was shot
off, and the powder exposed, while three shots had
actually penetrated the chamber. Of this, Corporal
Law is positive, for he examined it for himself
before leaving. Such was the condition of affairs
when Colonel Olmstead called a council of officers
in a casemate; antl, without a dissenting voice, they
acquiesced in the necessity of a capitulation, in
order to save the garrison from utter destruction
1Jy an explosion, which was momentarily threat
ened. Accordingly, at 2 o'clock, P. 11r., the men
were callell from the guns and the flag "Was lo"Wered.
Early in the day Colonel Olmstead had no rloubt of
his ability to silence every battery 011 the island,
and to this end he determined, "When night came and
the enemy's fire slackened, to change the position
of all bis heavy guns, so as to bring them to hear
on the enemy. As the day J}rogressed, however,
his situation hecmne rlesperate. . . . Every man
clill bis duty with alacrit:,', awl, there being few
guns that bore 011 the enemy, there was a con
tinned contest as to who should man them. When
volunteers were callerl for to -perform any labo
rions tlnty, there was a rush of the men from every
company in the fort. . . . Among the last guns
fired "Were those on the parapet, and the men
stood there exposed to a storm of iron hail to the
last." [Correspondence of the Savannah "RepuhEDITORS.
lican" of April 23d, 1SG2.J

EARLY OPERATIONS IN THE GULF.
BY PROFESSOR .T. R. SOLEY, U. S. N.
AFTER the seizure of the Pensacola Navy Yard
.J:)._ and the movements connected with the relief
of Fort Pickens (Vol. I., p. 32), the Gulf Coast re
mained comparatively quiet until the establish
ment of the blockade. Hitherto the vessels in this
quarter had formed a part of the Home Squadron,
under Flag-Officer Pendergrast; but on June 8th,
1861, Flag-Officer "William 1Iervine assumed com
mand of the station, his vessels constituting the
Gulf Blockading Squadron. Already the blockade
had been set on foot by the I'o1clwta11, at l\lobile,
and by the Brvol.:lyu, at New Orleans; and soon after
Mervine arrived in the steamer Mississippi, he bad
twenty vessels in bis fleet. On July 2d, Galvestou,
the third port of importance in the Gulf, was block
aded by the South Cal'oliua.
The first collision occurred in August, when one
of the tem1ers of the South Carolina, blockading
Galveston, was fired on by a battery on the shore.
Commander Ak1eu, comma,ncling the So11tl1 Caro
lina, laid his ship close to the shore and retumec1
the fire. A few shells were accidentally discharged
into the town, but the affair was in no sense a
bombardment of Galveston.
In September Flag-Officer William W. l\lcKean
replaced JI.Jervine in command of the squadron.
Shortly after, the blockading vessels off the
mouths of the l\Iississippi, commanded by Captain
John Pope, moved up to the Head of the Passes.
Early on the morning of the 12th of October this
squadron, consisting of the Eicl1111011d, ri11ce1111cs,
Preble, and Water Witcli, was attacked by the iron
clad ram Manassas, under Lientenant A. F. Warley.
The Manassas rammed the Ricl1mond without in
flicting serious injury, and, being herself damaged
by the blow, withdrew up the river. At the same
time, the Ric111noncl ancl her consorts turned their
heads down-stream, and retreated as fast as possi
ble to the mouth of South-west Pass. The I'rcule
got over the bar, but the nncc1111es and the Riclt
moncl grounded.
In this position they were at
tacked by a small flotilla of converted river boats
under Commodore G. N. Hollins. Notwithstand
ing the evident panic that prevailed in the fleet,
the Confederate attack was not sustained with any
great spirit, and the result was indecisive, neither
party obtaining an advantage. The Water Tritch
was skillfully and boldly commanded by Lieuten
ant Francis Winslow; while the action of the
captain of the Vincennes in abamloning his vessel
while she was ashore, but under cover of the Ricli
rno1ul's heavy battery, was a subject of well-merited
reproach.
Oru the night of the 13th of September occurred
the destruction of the Confederate privateer Judali,
in Pensacola harbor (see Vol. I., p. 32).
A similar exploit was performed at Galveston
early in November. The attacking party, under
Lieutenant James E. Jouett, set out in two

launches from the frigate Santee, Captain Henry
Eagle, on the night of the 7th, and captured arnl
bumt the privateer schooner Royal racht, carry
ing one 32-poumler. Thirteen prisoners were
taken. The casualties in the Union force were 2
killed and 7 wounded.
On the 16th of September, Ship Island, an im
portant point commanding the passage of l\Iissis
sippi Sound, which formed the water comiection
between New Orleans and l\Iobile, was evacuated
by the Confederate forces. On the next clay the
steamer Massaell usctts, under Captain l\Ielancton
Smith, landed a force and took possession of the
islaml. The fort was stre11gtbened by a formi
dable armament of rifles and 8-inch Dahlgren guns.
Occasional attempts were made to recover the isl
and, but without success. On the 18th of October
the Confederate steamer Flol'icla (Captain George
N. Hollins) matle a demonstration, and an encoun
ter took place between that vessel and the JJassa
clrnsctts. 'rhe Flol'ida, having the advantage of
higher speed and less tlraught, was able to choose
her <1istance, and exploded a GS-pounder rifle shell
in the Jlassacliusctts, lmt without doing serious
damage. The engagement was indecisive. In
December a detachment of 2500 troops under
Brigadier-General .Jolm W. Phelps was posted on
the island, which had up to this time been held
by the llavy.
According to Secretary Welles (in" The Galaxy"
for Nov., 1871), the Navy Department first con
ceived the idea of an attack on New Orleans in Sep
tember,18Gl, and the plan took <1efiniteshape about
the middle of November,) from which time the de
partment was busily engaged in preparation for the
expedition. As a part of the plan, it was decided
to divide the Gulf Squadron into two commands,
and when, on the 23d of December, Farragut re
ceived his preparatory orders, they directed him
to hoh1 himself in readiness to take command of
the ·west Gulf Squadron and the expedition to New
Orleans. Farragut received his full orders as flag
officer on the 20th of January, 1862, and sailed
from Hampton Roath; in the Hal'tjord on the 3d of
February, arriving at Ship Island on the 20th.
The East Gulf Sqnaf1ron, comprising the vessels
on the west coast of Florida, remained under the
command of Flag-Officer McKean. On l\fay 10th,
1SG2, Pensacola was evacuated, and came once
more into the possession of the United States. A
month later, on June 4th, Flag-Officer l\IcKean
was relieved by Captain J. L. Lardner, who was
followed bv Commodores Theodorus Bailey and C.
K. Stribling. Operations in this quarter during the
remainder of the war consisted chiefly of boat expe
ditions, encounters with blocka<le-runners or armed
schooners, attacks upon guerrillas in the neighbor
hood of the coast, rai<ls upon salt-works, and other
small affairs of like character.

) Commander D. D. Porter undoubtedly had the Rcheme in mind as early as June, 1861, when he was off the
Passes in the Powlmtan.-J. R. S.
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FROM A SKETCH MACE AT THE TIME.

NEW ORLEANS BEFORE THE CAPTURE.
BY GEORGE W. CABLE, CO. 1, 4TII l\lISSISSIPPI CAY.A.LRY.

the spring of lSG:2, we boys of Race, Orange, l\Iagazine, Camp, Con
I Nstance,
Amrnnciation, Prytnnia, and other streets had no game. N0th

thing was "in"; none of the old playgronnd sports that commonly fill the
school-boy's calendar. "\Ve were even tired of drilling. Not one of ns between
seven and seYenteen bnt conlcl heat the drum, knew every bngle-call, and
could go through the manual of arms and the facings like a drill-sergeant.
Wc wore blas6 old soldiers-military critics.
SVho conld tell ns anything f I recall bnt one trivial admission of igno
rance on the part of any lad. On a certain day of grand review, when the
city's entire llefensiYe force was marching throngh Canal street, there came
along, among the endless variety of good and bad uniforms, a stately body of
tall, stalwart Germans, clad from head to foot in YelYeteen of a peculiarly
vociferous fragrance, and a boy, spelling· ont the name upon their banner,
scid:
"H-n-s-s-a-r-s: what's them"?"
"Aw, yon fool ! " cried a dozen urchins at once, "them's the Hoosiers.
Don't yon smell 'em f "
But that was earlier. The clay of grand reviews was past. Hussars,
Zonaves, and nm:nberless other bodies of outlandish name had gone to the
front in Tennessee and Virginia. Om· cultivated eyes were satisfied now
with one uniform that we saw daily. Every afternoon found ns around in
Coliseum Place, standing or lying on the grass watching the dress parade of
14
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the " Confederate Guards." Most of us had fathers or uncles in the long,
spotless, gray, white-gloved ranks that stretched in such faultless alignment
down the hard, harsh turf of om· old ball-ground.
This was the flower of the home guard. The merchants, bankers, under
writers, judges, real-estate owners, and capitalists of the Anglo-American
part of the city were "all present or accounted for" in that long line. Gray
heads, hoar beads, high heads, bald heads. Hands flashed to breast and
waist with a martinet's precision at the command of" Present arms,"-hands
that had ruled by the pen-the pen and the dollar- since long before any
of us young spectators was born, and had clone no harder muscular work
than carve roasts ancl turkeys these twenty, thirty, forty years. Here ancl
there among them were individuals who, unaided, hacl clothed and armed
companies, squadrons, battalions, and sent them to the Cumberland and the
Potomac. A good three-fourths of them had sons on distant battle-fields,
some living, some dead.
We boys saw nothing pathetic in this army of old men. To us there was
only rich enjoyment in the scene. If there was anything solemn about it, why
did the band play polkas f Why was the strain every clay the same gay

Away clown to the far end of the line and back again, the short, stout Ger
man drum-major-holding his gaudy office in this case by virtue of his girth,
not height (as he had himself explained) -flourished his big stick majes
tically, bursting with rage at us for casually reiterating at short intervals in
his hearing that "he kot it mit his size."
In those beautiful spring afternoons there was scarcely a man to be found,
anywhere, out of uniform. Down on the steamboat landing, our famous Levee,
a superb body of Creoles drilled and paraded in dark-blue uniform. The
orders were given in French; the manual was French; the movements were
quick, short, nervy. Their "about march" was four sharp stamps of their
neatly shod feet -wz, cleux, trois, quatre-that brought them face about and
sent them back, tramp, tramp, tramp, over the smooth white pavement of
powdered oyster-shells. Ah, the nakedness of that once crowded and roaring
mart!
And there was a "Foreign Legion." Of course, the city had always been
full of foreigners; but now it was a subject of amazement, not unmixed with
satire, to see how many whom every one had supposed to be Americans or
"citizens of Louisiana" bloomed out as British, or French, or Spanish sub
jects. But, even so, the tremendous pressure of popular sentiment crowded
them into the ranks and forced them to make every show of readiness to
"huTl back the foe"
' as we used to call it. And they really served for .much.
Merely as a genclarmerie they relieved just so many Confederate solchers of
police duty in a city under martial law, and enabled them to man forts and
breastworks at short notice whenever that call should come.
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That call, the gray heads knew, was coming. They confessed the convic
tion softly to one another in the counting-room and idle store-fronts when
they thought no one was listening. I used to hear them - standing with my
back turned, pretending to be looking at something clown street, but with
both ears turned backward and stretched wide. They said under their breath
that there was not a single measure of defense that was not behindhand.
And they spoke truly. In family councils a new domestic art began to be
studied and discussed- the art of hiding -valuables.
There had come a great silence npon trade. Long ago the custom-ware
houses had begun to show first a growing roominess, then emptiness, and
then had remained shut, and the iron bolts and cross-bars of their doors were
gray with cobwebs. One of them, in which I had earned my first wages as a
self-supporting lad, bad been turned into a sword-bayonet factory, and I had
been tnrned out. For some time later the Levee had kept busy; but its
stir and noise had gradually declined, faltered, turned into the commerce of
war and the clatter of caJkers and ship-carpenters, and faded out. Both
receipts and orders from the interior country had shrunk and shrunk, and the
brave, steady fellows, who at entry and shipping and cash and acconnt desks
could no longer keep a show of occupa.tion, had laid clown the pen, taken up
the sword and musket, and followed after the earlier and more eager volun
teers. There had been one new, tremendous sport for moneyed men for a
while, with spoils to mnke it interesting. The sea-going tow-boats of New
Orleans were long, slender side-wheelers, all naked power and speed, without
either freight or passenger room, each with a single tall, slim chimney and
hunying walking-beam, their low, taper hulls trailing behind scarcely above
the water, and perpetually drenched with the yeast of the wheels. Some
merchants of the more audacious sort, restless under the strange new quiet of
Tchoupitoulas street, had got letters of mark and reprisal, and let slip these
sharp-nosed deerhounds upon the tardy, unsuspecting ships that came sailing
up to the Passes unaware of the declaration of war. But that game too was
up. The blockade had closed in like a prison-gate: the lighter tow-boats,
draped with tarpaulins, were hudcUed together under Slaughterhouse Point,.
with their cold boilers and motionless machinery yielding to rust; the more
powerful ones had been moored at the long wharf vacated by l\Iorgan's Texas
steamships; there had been a great hammering, and making of chips, and
clatter of railroad iron, turning these tow-boats into iron-clad cotton gun
boats, and these had crawled away, some up aud some down the river, to be
seen in that harbor no more. At length only the foundries, the dry-docks
across the river, and the ship-yard in suburb Jefferson, where the great ram
lliississippi was being too slowly built, were active, and the queen of Southern
commerce, the city that had once believed it was to be the greatest in the
world, was absolutely out of employment.
There was, true, some movement of the sugar and rice crops into the hands
of merchants who bad advanced the money to grow them; and the cotton
presses and cotton-yards were full of cotton, but there it all stuck; and when
one counts in a feeble exchange of city for country supplies, there was nothing

NEW ORLEANS BEFORE THE CAPTURE.

more. Except- yes - that the merchants had turned upon each other, ancl
were now engaged in a mere passing back and forth among themselves in
speculation the daily diminishing supply of goods and food. Some were too
noble to take part in this, and dealt only with consumers. I remember one
odd little old man, an extensive wholesale_ grocer, who used to get tipsy all
by himself every clay, and go home so, but who would not speculate on the
food of a distressed city. He had not got down to that.
Gold and silver had long ago disappeared. Confederate money was the cur
rency; and not merely was the price of food and raiment rising, but the value
of the money was going clown. The State, too, had a paper issue, and the
city had another. Yet with all these there was first a famine of small change,
and then a deluge of " shinplasters." Pah! ,Vhat a mess it was! ':l1he boss
butchers and the keepers of drinking-houses actually took the lead in issuing
"money." The cmTent joke was that yon could pass the label of an olive-oil
bottle, because it was greasy, smelt had, and bore an autograph- Plagniol
Freres, if I remember rightly. I did my first work as a cashier in those clays,
and I can remember the smell of my cash-drawer yet. Instead of fiYe-cent
pieces we had car-tickets. How the grimy little things used to stick together!
They would pass and pass until they were so soft and illegible with grocers'·
and butchers' hancliing that yon could tell only by some faint show of their
original color what company had issued them. Rogues did a lively business
in "split,tickets," literally splitting them and making one ticket serve for two.
Decay had come in. In that warm, moist climate it is always hungry, and
wherever it is allowed to feed, eats with a greed that is strange to see. With
the wharves, always expensive and difficult to maintain, it made havoc. The
occasional iclie, weather-stained ship moored beside them, and resting on the
water almost as light and void as an empty peascod, could hardly find a place
to fasten to. The streets fell into sad neglect, but the litter of commerce was
not in them, and some of their round-stone pavements after a shower would
have the melancholy cleanness of weather-bleached bones. How quiet ancl
lonely the harbor grew! The big dry-docks against the farther shore were all
empty. Now and then a tug fussed about, with the yellow river all to itself;
and one or two steamboats came and went each day, but they moved
drowsily, and, across on the other side of the river, a whole fleet of their
dingy white sistei:s ]aid tied up to the hank, sine die. l\iy favorite of all the
sea-steamers, the little IIauana, that had been wont to arrive twice a month
from Cuba, disgorge her Spanish-American cargo, and bustle away again,
and that I bad watched the shipwrights, at their very elbows, razee and fit
with three big, raking masts in place of her two small ones, had long ago
slipped down the river and through the blockaders, and was now no longer
the Havana, but the far-famed and dreaded Sumter.
The movements of military and naval defense lent some stir. The old
revenue-cutter Washingto11, a graceful craft, all wings, no steam, came and
went from the foot of Canal street. She was lying there when Farragut's
topmasts hove in sight across the low land at English Turn. Near by, on her
starboard side, lay a gun-boat, moored near the spot where the "lower coast"
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packet landed daily, to which spot the crowd used to rush sometimes to see
the commanding officer, Major-General Mansfield Lovell, ride aboard, bound
down the river to the forts. Lovell was a lithe, brown-haired man of forty
odd, a very attractive figure, giving the eye, at first glance, a promise of much
activity. He ,,rns a showy horseman, visibly fond of his horse. He rode with
so long a stirrup-leather that he simply stood astride the sadcUe, as straight as
a spear; and the idlers of the landing loved to see him keep the sadcUe and
pass from the wharf to the steamboat's deck on her long, narrow stage-plank
without dismounting.
Such petty breaks in the dreariness got to be scarce and precious toward
the last. Not that the town seemed so desolate then as it does now, as one
tells of it; bnt the times were grim. Opposite the rear of the store where I
was now employed,-for it fronted in Common street and stretched through
to Canal,-the huge, unfinished custom-house reared its lofty granite walls,
and I used to go np to its top now and then to cast my eye over the broad
city and harbor below. When I did so, I looked down upon a town that had
never been really glad again after the awful day of Shiloh. She had sent so
many gallant fellows to help Beauregard, and some of them so yonng,-her
last gleaning,- that when, on the day of their departure, they marched with
solid column and firm-set, unsmiling months clown the long gray lane made
by the open ranks of thoso old Confederate Guards, and their escort broke
into cheers and tears and waved their gray shakoes on the tops of their
bayonets and seized the clear lads' hands as they passed in mute self-devotion
and steady tread, while the trumpets sang "Listen to the Mocking-bird," that
was the last time ; the town never cheered with elation afterward; and when
the people next uncovered it was in silence, to let the body of Albert Sidney
Johnston, their great chevalier, pass slowly up St. Charles street behind the
muffled clrums, while on their quivering hearts was WTitten as with a knife
the death-roll of that lost battle. One of those-a former school-mate of
mine-who had brought that precious body walked beside the bier, with the
stains of camp and battle on him from head to foot. The wai· was corning
very near.
Many of the tom1's old forms and habits of peace held fast. The city, I
have said, was under martial law; yet the city management still went
through its old routines. The volunteer fire department was as voluntary
and as redundantly riotous as ever. The police courts, too, were as cheerful
as of old. The public schools had merely substituted "Dixie," the "Mar
seillaise," and the "Bonnie Blue Flag" for "Hail Columbia" and the "Star
Spangled Banner," and were running straight along. There was one thing
besides, of which many of us knew nothing at the time,- a system of espion
age, secret, diligent, and fierce, that marked dom1 every man suspected of
sympathy with the enemy in a book whose name was too vile to find place
on any page. This was not the military secret service,-that is to be expected
wherever there is war,-nor any authorized police, but the scheme of some
of the worst of the villains who had ruled New Orleans with the rod of terror
for many years-the "Thugs."
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But the public mind
was at a trausparent
heat. Everybody wanted
to know of everybody
else, "'.Vhy don't yon go
to the front?" Even the
gentle maidens demand
ed tartly, one of another,
why their brothers or
loYers had not gone
long ago, though, in
truth, the laggards were
few indeed. The very
children were fierce. For
now even we, the unin
formed, the lads and
women, knew the enemy
was closing down upon
us. Of course we con
fronted the fact very
valorously, we boys and
mothers and sisters and the newspapers. Had
wo not inspected the
fortifications ourselves? i\lA,JOR-nl,:'(ERAL iIANSFIELD LOYELL, CO.\Dl,\:'(DETI OF CO:SFEDEIUTE
IJEl'AHT)JE:'(T l'-0. 1, WITH IIE.-\DQU.\BTimS AT :'(E\\' ORLBAl'>S.
"\Vas not every man in
FRO)I A l'IIOTOGRAPII.
town ready to rush into
them at the twelve taps of the fire-alarm bells? "'!Vere we not ready to man
them if the men gave out? Nothiug afloat could pass the forts. Nothing
that walked could get through our swamps. The .1.liis.sissippi-and, in fact,
she was n mnjestically terrible structure, ouly let ns complete her-would
sweep the river clean!
But there was little laughter. Foocl was dear; tho destitute poor were
multiplying terribly; the market men nnd women, mainly Germans, Gascon
French, nncl Sicilians, had lately refused to take the shinplaster cmTcucy,
and the city authority had forced them to accept it. There was little to laugh
at. The l\Iississippi was gnawing its levees nnd threatening to plunge in upon
us. The city was believed to be full of spies.
I shall not try to describe the clay the alarm-bells told us the cit)r was in
danger and called every man to his mustering-point. The children poured
out from the school-gates and ran crying to their homes, meeting their sob
bh1g mothers at their thresholds. The men fell into ranks. I was left
entirely alone in charge of the store in which I was employed. Late in the
afternoon, receiving orders to close it, I did so, and went home. But I did
not stay. I went to the river-side. There until far into the night I saw
hundreds of drays carrying cotton out of the presses nnd yards to the
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wharves, where it was fired. The glare of those sinuous miles of flame set
men and women weeping and wailing thirty miles away on the farther shore
of Lake Pontchartrain. But the next day was the day of terrors. During
the night fear, wrath, and sense of betrayal had nm through the people as
the fire had run through the cotton. You have seen, perhaps, a family flee
ing with lamentations and wringing of hands out of a burning house: mul
tiply it by thousands upon thousands; that was New Orleans, though the
houses were not burning. The firemen were out; but they cast fire on the
waters, putting the torch to the empty ships and cutting them loose to float
down the river.
Whoever could go was going. The great mass, that had no place to go to
or means to go with, was beside itself. "Betrayed! betrayed!" it cried, and
ran in throngs from street to street, seeking some vent, some victim for its
wrath. I saw a crowd catch a poor fellow at the corner of Magazine and
Common streets, whose crime was that he looked like a stranger and might
be a spy. He was the palest living man I ever saw. They swung him to a
neighboring lamp-post, but the Foreign Legion was patroling the town in
strong squads, and one of its lieuteuants, all green and gold, leaped with
dra,ni sword, cnt the rope, and saved the man. This was but one occurrence :
there were many like it. I stood in the rear door of our store, Canal street,
soon after reopening it. The junior of the firm was within. I called him to
look toward the river. The masts of the cutter TVaslii11gton were slowly tip
ping, declining, sinking-clown she went. The gun-boat moored next to her
Legan to smoke all over and then to blaze. 1\1y employers fell into ranks and
left the city-left their goods and their affairs in the hands of one mere lad
(no stranger would have thought I had reached fourteen) and one big Ger
man porter. I closed the doors, sent the porter to his place in the Foreign
Legion, and ran to the levee to see the sights.
What a gathering! The riff-raff of the wharves, the town, the gutters.
Such women-such wrecks of women! And all the juvenile rag-tag. The
lower steamboat landing, well covered with sugar, rice, and molasses, was
being rifled. The men smashed; the women scooped up the smashings.
The river was overflowing the top of the levee. A rain-storm began to
threaten. " Are the Yankee ships in sight�" I asked of an idler. He
pointed out the tops of their naked masts as they showed up across the huge
bend of the river. They were engaging the batteries at Camp Chalmette the old field of Jackson's renown. Presently that was over. Ah, me! I see
them now as they come slowly round Slaughterhouse Point into fnll view,
silent, grim, and terrible; black with men, heavy with deacUy portent; the
long-banished Stars and Stripes flying against the frowning sky. Oh, for
the lliississippi I the 17Iississippi I Just then she came down upon them.
But how f Drifting helplessly, a mass of flames.
rrhe crowds on the levee howled and screamed with rage. The swarming
decks answered never a word; but one old tar on the Hartford, standing
with lanyard in hand beside a great pivot-gun, so plain to view that you
could see him smile, silently patted its big black breech and blandly grinned.
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And now the rain came down in sheets. About 1 or� o'clock in tlle afternoon
(as I remember), I being again in the store with but one door ajar, came a
roar of shoutings and imprecations and crowding feet down Common street.
"HmTah for Jeff Da-vis! Hurrah for.Jeff Davis! Shoot them! Kill them!
Hang them!" I locked the door on the outside, and ran to the front of the
mob, bawling with the rest, "Hunah for Jeff Dmis! " About every third
man there had a weapon out. Two officer. of the United State 11avy were
walking abreast, unguarded and alone, looking not to right or left, never
frowning, never flinching, while the mob screamed in their ears, shook cock cl
pistols in their faces, cur. eel and crowded, and gnashed upon them. So
through the gates of death those two men walked to the City Ha11 to demand
the town's surrender. It \\'U, one of the bravest de cl. I eY�r saw done.
Later events, except one, I leave to other pens. An officer from the fleet
stood on the City Hall roof about to lower the flag of Louisiana. In the
street beneath gleamed the bayonets of a body of marines. A howitzer
pointed up and another down the street. All around sw·armed the mob. Just
then :.i\Iayor l\Ionroe - lest the officer aboYe should be fired upou, and the
howitzers open upon the crowd - came out alone and stood just before one
of the howitzers, tall, slender, with folded arms, eying the gunner. Down
sank the flag. Captain Bell, tall and stiff, marched off with the flag rolled
under his arm, and the howitzers clanking behind. Then cheer after cheer
rang out for :.i\Ionroe. And now, I dare sa,y, eYery one is well pleased that,
after all, New Orleans never lowered her colors with her own hands.

THE U"IO:S- .FLEET .l.RRI\"ISG .l.T SEW ORLE.l.:SS.

FARRAGUT'S FUG-SHIP

THE " HARTFORD."

THE OPENING OF THE LOWER MISSISSIPPI.
BY D�,ID D. PORTER. AD:IIIR�L. C ;-_ X.

e,ent of the War of the Rebellion, ,,ith the exception
THEof themostfollimportant
of Riehmoncl, -was the capture of X e-w Orleans and the forts

.Jackson and St. Philip, guarLling the approach to that eity. To appreciate
the nahu·e of this ,ictory, it is necessary to lrn.,e been an actor in it, a11Cl to
he able to comprehend not only the immediate result to the l:::-nion cause,
hut the -whole bearing of the fall of Xe" Orleans on the Ci,il War, -whieh at
that time ha<l attained its most formidable proportions.
Pre,ions to fitting out the expedition against Xew Orleans, there -were
ele,en Southern States in open rebellion against the Go,erlllllent of the
rnitecl States, or, as it 'i>as termed by the Southern people, in a state of
secession. Their harbors -were all more or less closed against our ships-of
-war, either by the hea,y forts built originally by the General Go,ernment for
theiT protection, or by torpedoes and s1111ke11 Yessels. Through four of these
seceding States ran the great riYer ::\Iississippi, and both of its banks, from
Memphis to its mouth, 'i>ere lined with po-werful batteries. On the "est side
of the riYer -were three important States, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Texas,
with their great tributaries to the ::\Iississippi,-the White, the ~�_rkansas, and
the Reel,- "hieh 'i>ere in a great measure secm·e from the attacks of the
L'"11io11 forces. These States could not only raise half a million soldiers, but
could furnish the Confederacy with pro,isions of all h.incls, and cotton enough
to supply the Rebel Go,ernment with the sine'i>s of war. Ne" Orleans was
the largest Southern city, and contained all the resources of modern warfare,
ha,ing great -workshops "here machinery of the most powerful kind could be
built, and ha,ing artisans capable of building ships in 'i>OOcl or iron, casting
hea,y gnns, or making small arms. The people of the city were in 110 way
22

THE OPENING OF THE LOWER MISSISSIPPI.

behind the most zealous secessionists in energy of purpose and in hostility to
the Government of the United States.
The l\Iississippi is thus seen to have been the backbone of the Rebellion '
which it should have been the first duty of the Federal Government to break.
At the very outset of the war it should have been attacked at both ends at
the same time, before the Confederates had time to fortify its banks or to
turn the guns in the Government forts against the Union forces. A dozen
improvised gun-boats would have held the entire length of the riYer if they
had been sent there in time. The efficient fleet ,n.th w·hich Du Pont, in
November, 1861, attacked and captured the works at Port Royal could at
that time have steamed np to Xew Orleans and captured the city without
difficulty. Any three vessels conld have passed Forts Jackson ancl St. Philip
a month after the commencement of the "\\ar, and could lrnve gone on to
Cairo, if necessary, mtbout any trouble. But the Federal GmTernment neg
lected to approach the month of the :Mississippi until a year after hostilities
had commenced, except to blockade. The Confeclerates made good use of
this interval, putting forth all their resources and fortifying not only the
approaches to New Orleans, but both banks of the riYer as far north as
JHemphis.
WHILE in command of the Powhatan, engaged in the blockade of the south
west Pass of the :i\Iississippi,-n period of seventy-si.."'\: clays,-I took pains to
obtain all possible information concerning the defenses of the river. I learned
from the fishermen "\\ho supplied the city mtb oysters and fish that Yery little
progress had been made in strengthening the forts, and that no vessel of any
importance "\\as being built except the ram Jlanassas, "\\bich had not much
strength and but a single gun. The only Confederate vessel then in com
mission "\\as a small river-boat, the Ivy, mounting one -±-pounder rifled
gun. Had I been able to cross the bar mth my ship, I "\\01tld have felt justi
fied in going up to the city and calling on the authorities to surrender. I
could easily haYe passed the forts under co,er of the night mthout the
aid of a pilot, as I had been up and clo"\\n the river some tbiJ:ty times in a
large mail steamer. But the Po1cliatan cb:e" three feet too much water, and
there was no use thinking about such an aclvenhu·e.
This was the position of affairs on �Iay 31st, 1861, only forty-nine clays after
Fort Smnter bad been fired on.
On the 9th of November, 1861, I arrived at Ne" York with the Pou:hatan
and "\\as ordered to report to the Navy Department at Washington, which I
did on the 12th. In those clays it was not an easy matter for an officer,
except one of high rank, to obtain access to the Secretary of the Navy, and
all the morning at the door of his office when
I had been waitino·
nearly
•
b
Senators Grimes and Hale came along and entered into conversation mth
me concerning my service on the G1tlf Coast. During this interview I told
the senators of a plan I bad formed for the capture of New Orleans, and
when I had explained to them bow easily it conld be accomplished, they
expressed surprise that no action had been taken in the matter, and took me
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in with them at once to see Secretary Welles. I then gave the Secretary, in
as few words as possible, my opinion on the importance of captm·ing New
Orleans, and my plan for doing so. l\Ir. 'Welles listened to me attentively,
and when I had :finished what I had to s:1y he remarked that the matter
shonld be laid before the President at once; and we all went forthwith to
the Execntive l\Iansion, ,,�here we were recefred by l\Ir. Lincoln.
l\Iy plan, which I then stated, was as follows : To fit ont a fleet of vessels
of-war with which to attack the city, fast steamers drawing not more than
18 feet of water, and canying about :250 hea-vy guns; also a flotilla of mor
tar-vessels, to be nsed in case it shonld he necessary to bombard Forts Jack
son and St. Philip before the fleet shonld attempt to pass them. I also
J)roposed that a body of troops should be sent along in transports to take
possession of the city after it had been snnendered to the navy. When I
had ontlined the proposed movement the President remarked:
"This should have been done sooner. The l\lississippi is the backbone of
the Rebellion; it is the key to the whole situation. ,Vbile the Confederates
hold it they can obtain snpplies of all kinds, and it is a banier against onr
forces. Corne, let ns go and see General l\foClellan."
At that time General l\IcClella.n commanded the Army of the Potomac, and
was in the zenith of his power. He held the confidence of the President and
the country, and was engaged in organizing a large army with which to
guarantee the safety of the Federal seat of Government, and to march upon
Richmond.
Our party was now joined by l\lr. Seward, J the Secretary of State, and we
proceeded to l\lcClellan's headqnarters, where we fonncl that officer diligently
engaged in the duties of his responsible position. He came to meet the Presi
{lent with that cheery manner which always distinguished him, and, seeing
me, shook me warmly hy the band. We had known each other for some years,
and I always had the highest opinion of his military abilities.
"Oh," said the President, "yon two know each other! Then half the work
is done."
He then explained to the general the object of bis calling at that time,
sayrng:
"This is a most important expedition. -nrhat troops can you spare to accom
pany it and take possession of New Orleans after the navy has effected its
eaptnre 1 It is not only necessary to haYe troops enough to hold New
Orleans, but we must be able to proceed at once toward Vicksburg, which
is the key to all that conntry watered by the l\Iississippi and its tributaries.
If the Confederates once fortify the neighboring hills, they will be able to
hold that point for an indefinite time, and it will require a, large force to
dislodge them."
9
In all his remarks the President showed a remarkable familiarity with the
state of affairs. Before leaving us, be said:
) Secretary Welles, in a paper printed in "The
Galaxy" for November, 1S71, says: "The Presi-dent, General McClellan, and the two gentlemen

named [Assistant-Secretary Fox and Commander
D. D. Porter] with myself, were the only persons
present at the conference."-EDITORS.
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"We will leave this matter in the lrnmls of yon two gt•ntlemen. J\Iake your
plans, and let me have yonl' report as soon as possible."
General :McClellan and myself were then left to talk the matter over and
draw up the plan of operations. With a man of McClellan's energy, it cl-id
not take long to come to a conclusion; and, although he hacl some difficulty
in finding a sufficient 1mmher of troops without interfering with other impor
tant projects, he settled the matter in two clays, and reported that bis men
wonld he ready to embark on the 15th of ,January, 186:2.
The plan of the campaign submitted to the President was as follows: A
naval expedition was to be fitted ont, composed of vessels mounting not fewer
than two hundred guns, with a powerful mortar-flotilJa, and with steam trans
ports to keep the fleet supplied. The army was to furnish twenty thousand
troops, not only for the purpose of occnpring New Orleans after its capture,
but to fortify and hold the heights about Vicksburg. The llavy nncl army ,rnre
to push on up the river as soon as New Orleans was occupied hy onr troops,
and call npon the authorities of Vickshurg to surrender. Orders were to he
issned to Flag-Officer Foote, who commanded the iron-clad fleet on the upper
:Mississippi, to join the fleet above Vicksburg ,,ith his -vessels and mortar
boats.
The above plans were all approved hy the President, and the Navy Depart
ment immediately set to work to prepal'e the naval part of the expedition,
YOL. II. 3
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while General l\foOlellan prepared the military part. The officer selected to
command the troops was General B. F. Butler, a man supposed to be of high
administrative ability, and at that time one of the most zealous of the Union
commanders.
The Assistant-Secretary of the Navy, Mr. G. V. Fox, selected the vessels for
this expedition, and to me was assigned the duty of purchasing and fitting
out a mortar-flotilla, to be composed of twenty large schooners, each mount
ing one heavy 13-inch mortar and at least two long 3�-ponnders. It was not
until December, 1861, that the Navy Department got seriously to work at
fitting out the expedition. Some of the mortar-vessels had to be purchased;
the twenty mortars, with their thirty thousand bomb-shells, had to be cast at
Pittsburg and transported to New York and Philadelphia, and the mortar
carriages made in New York. It ·was also necessary to recall ships from
stations on the coast and fit them out; also to select officers from the few
available at that time to fill the various positions where efficiency was
required-especially for the mortar-flotilla, the operation of which imposed
unfamiliar duties.
By tho latter part of January the mortar-flotilla got off. Iu addition to the
schooners, it included seven steamers (which were necessary to move the
vessels about in the l\Iississippi River) and a store-ship. Seven hundred
picked men were enlisted, and twenty-one officers were selected from the
merchant marine to command the mortar-schooners.
An important duty now devolved on the Secretary of the Navy, viz., the
.selection of an officer to command the whole expedition. l\Ir. Fox and myself
had often discussed the matter. He had had in his mind several officers of
high standing and unimpeachable loyalty; hut, as I knew the officers of the
navy Letter than he did, my advice was listened to, and the selection fcl] upon
Captain David Glasgow Farragut.
I had known Farragut ever since I was five years old. He stood high in
the navy as an officer and seaman, and possessed such undoubted courage and
energy that no possible objection could he made to him. On the first sign of
war Farragut, though a Southerner by birth and residence, had shown his
loyalty in an outspoken manner. The Southern officers had used every argu
ment to induce him to desert his flag, even going so far as to threaten to
detain him by force. His answer to them has become historical: "l\Iind what
I tell yon: Yon fellows will catch the devil before yon get through with this
business." ;t Having thus expressed himself in a manner not to be misunder
stood, he left Norfolk with his family and took a house on the Hndson River,
whence he reported to the Navy Department as ready foi· c1nty. I knew Far
ragut better than most other officers of the navy knew him; and as he is here
to appear as the central figure of the greatest naval achievement of onr war,
I will give a brief sketch of his early mwnl life.
Farragut was born in 'l1ennessee, from which State his family moved to New
;t It is worthy of note that in 1833, during the nullification troubles, Farragut was sent by
Andrew Jackson to South Carolina to support his mandate that "the Union must and shall be pre
served."- EDITORS.
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Orleans. His father was not a man of affluence, and had a large family to
support. In 1807 Captain David Porter, United States Nnvy, was appointed
to the command of the New Orleans station. His father, David Porter, senior
(who had been appointed by Geneml \Vashington a sailing-master in the navy,
for services performed during the Revolution), accompanied him to this post
and served under his command. Being eighty-fonr years of age, his services
were nominal, and he only lived in New Orleans for the sake of being near his
son. One day, while fishing on Lake Poutchartrain, the old gentleman fell
over with a sunstroke, and Farragut's father took him to his house near by,
a11cl treated him with the most assidnous attention. :Mr. Porter died at the
residence of ]Ur. and J\Irs. Farragnt, it being considered dangerons to move
him. Captain Porter then, in order to show his gratitude to the Fnrragnts
for thei1· kindness to his father, offered to adopt their son Glasgow. rrhis offer
was gladly accepted, and from that time yonng Farragut became a member of
Captain Porter's family, and was n.•cognized as his acloptiYe s011. The boy
was placed at school when he was eight years old, and on the 17th of Decem
ber, 1810, he was appointed an acting midshipman in the navy. He accom
panied Captain Porter in the cruise of the Esse.r around Cape Horn, and was
with him at the memorable capture of that frigate, on which occasion he
showed the spirit of a brnve boy. He remained with bis adopted father some
years, and served under him in the '' mosqnito fleet" of the ,Vest Indin squad
ron. In whatever position he was placed, Farragut maintained his reputation
as a fine officer and genial, cheery compnnion. He was esteemed by all who
knew him, and no one in the navy had more personal friends or fewer
enemies. At the time of his nppointment to the command of the New Orleans
expedition, he was over sixty years of age; but he was as active ns a man of
fifty, with an nnimpaired constitntion, and a mind as bright as ever.
On his return to the North with his family, he had been assigned to duty
by the department as. president of a board for the examination of officers,
and he accepted it as nu acknowledgment on the part of the Government that
he wns a loyal man. The department hesitated for some time, however, when
his name was proposed for commander of the important expedition against
New Orleans. A wide-spread feeling prevailed at tlrnt time that Southern
officers should not he given active duty afloat; for, although their loyalty
was not doubted, it was naturally thought that they would find no duty con
genial that would compel them to net offensively against their friends and
relations. It was afterward proved that this opinion was unjust, for among
the officers who hailed from the Sonth were some of the most zealous and
energetic defenders of the Union flag- men who did their dnty faithfully.
When Farragut came North he simply reported himself to the department as
rendy for duty, without applying for active service against the enemy. It
was owing to this fact that the department was so long in coming to n con
clusion, and this explains why the commander of the expedition was not (as
he ought to have been) the very first man selected.
I continually urged Farragut's appointment, and finally the department
directed me to go on to New York, and ascertain in a personal interview
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whether he would accept the command and enter warml�� into the Yiews of
the GoYernment. I found him, as I had expected, loyal to the utmost extent;
and, although he did not at that time know the destination of the expeL1ition,
he authorized me to accept for him the Secretary's offer, and I telegraphed
the department: "Farragut accepts the command, as I was Slli'e he would."
In consequence of this answer he was called to \\ashington, and on the 20th
of .January, 1862, he recei.Yed orders to command the expedition against
New Orleans. In the orders are included these passages : " There will be
attached to your squadron a fleet of bomb-Yesse]s, and armed steamers
enough to manage them, all under command of Commander D. D. Porter, who
will be directed to report to you. As fast as these Yessels are got ready they
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will be sent to Key "\Vest to await the anival of all and the commandiug
officers, who will be permitted to organize and practice with them at that port.
"When these formidable mortars arrive, and yon are completely ready, you
will collect such vessels as can be spared from the blockade, and proceed np
the :Mississippi River, and reduce the defenses which guard the approaehes to
New Orleans, when you will appear off that city and take possession of it
under the guns of yonr squadron, and hoist the Americau flag therein, keep
ing possession until troops can he sent to yon. If the �Iississippi expedition
from Cairo shall not haYe descended the river, )Tou will take advantage of the
panic to pnsh a strong force np the river to take all their defenses in the rear."
As soon as possible Farragut proceeded to his station and took command
of the West Gnlf Blockacling·Sqnaclron. In the meantime the Confederates
had not been idle. They had early been made acquainted with the destina
tion of the expedition, and had put forth all their energies in stTengthening
Forts Jackson and St. Philip, obstructing the riYer, and preparing a naval
force with which to meet the invaders. The ram -1lfanas1:ws was finished and
placed in commission, and the iron-clad Lo11isiaJ1a, mounting sixteen heayy
guns and heaYily armored, ,,as hurried toward completion. Besides these
vessels there was another powerful iron-clad, building at Xew Orleans, which
was e:xpected to sweep the whole Southern coast clear of Union vessels. Two
iron-clad rams, the .ArkaJ1sas and.TeJ1J1essee, were building at �Iemphis, and
several other iron-clad vessels were under construction at different points on
the tributaries.
rrhis energy and forethought displayed by the South seems marvelous
when compared with what was done by the Xorth dnring the same period of
time; for among all the ships that were sent to Farragut there was not one
whose sides could resist a twelve-pound shot. Considering the great resources
of the Northern States, this supineness of the Government appears ine:xcus
able. Up to the time of the sailing of the expedition, only three iron-clads,
the JI0J1itor, GaleJ1a, and Seu; IroJ1sicles, had been commenced, in addition to
the gnn-boats on the Upper :Mississippi; and it was only after the encounter
of the .1lfoJ1itor with the .llferrimac that it was seen how useful Yessels of this
class would be for the attack on :Xew Orleans, particularly in contending with
the forts on the banks of the ?IIississippi.
Flag-Officer Fanagnt did not ani,Te at Ship Island with the.Har{forcl until the
20th of February, 1862, haYing been detained for some time at Key\\'"est, where
he began to arrange his squacb·on for the clifficnlt task that lay before him.
The vessels which had been assigned to his command soon began to arriYe,
and by the middle of ?IIarch all had reported, together with si:x steamers
belonging to the mortar-flotilla: the Harriet Lane, 01casco, CliftoJ1, TVestjielcl,
.1lliami, Jackson; besides the mortar-schoon\rs. The frigate Colorado, mounting
fifty
o·nns' had arriYed ' bnt Fla<Y-Officer
Farrag11t
and Ca1)tain Bailev-hoth
came
. u
u
�
.
to the conclusion that she could not he lightened sufficiently to cross the bar.
Ou the 18th of �larch all the mortar-schooners crossed the bar at Pass a
l'Ontre, towed by the steamers Harriet LaJ1e, 01casco, Westfield, and GlijtoJ1.
They were ordered by Farragut to proceed to South-west Pass.
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As yet the only ships that had crossed the bar were the Har�forcl and
Brookly n. The Navy Department had made a mistake in sending vessels of
too great draught of water, such as the Colorndo, Pensacola, and JJlississippi.
The two latter succeeded in crossing with great difficulty, but the whole
fleet was delayed at least twelve clays.
The first act of Farragut was to send Captain Henry H. Bell, his chief-of
staff, up the river with the steamers J{ennebec and TVissaliickon, to ascertain,
if possible, what preparations had been made by the enemy to prevent the
passage of the forts. This officer reported that the obstructions seemed
formidable. Eight hulks were moored in line across the river, with heavy
chains extending from 011e to the other. Rafts of logs were also used, and
the passage between the forts was thus entirely closed.
The Confederates had lost no time in strengthening their defenses. They
had been working night and day ever since the expedition was planned by
the Federal Government. Forts Jackson and St. Philip were strong defenses,
the former on the west and the latter on the east bank of the Mississippi. As
they are to hold an important place in the following narration of events, it
will be well to give a description of them.
Fort Jackson -w-as built in the shape of a star, of stone and mortar, with
heavy bomb-proofs. [See page 3.J.] It set back about one hundred yards
from the levee, with its casernates just rising above it. I am told that the
masonry had settled somewhat since it was first built, but it was still in a good
state of preservation. Its armament consisted of .J:J heavy guns in barbette,
and �.J in casemates; also 2 pieces of light artillery and 6 guns in water
battery-in all, 7.J guns. 'fhe last was a very formidable part of the defenses,
its heavy gnns having a commanding range do"·n the river. The main work
had been strengthened by covering its born h-proofs and vulnerable parts with
bags of sand piled five or six feet deep, making it proof against the projec
tiles of ordinary guns carried by ships-of-war in those days. The fort was
also well supplied with provisions and munitions of war, which ,Yere stowed
a,Yay in a, heavily built citadel of masonry situated in the center of the works.
Altogether, it was in a very good condition to withstand either attack or siege.
Fort Jackson was under the immediate command of Lieutenant-Colonel
Edward Higgins, formerly an officer of the United States navy, and a very
gallant and intelligent man.
Fort St. Philip was situated on the other side of the river, about half a
mile above Fort Jackson, and, in my opinion, was the more formidable of
the two works. It covered a large extent of ground, and although it was
open, without casemates, its walls were strongly built of brick and stone,
covered with sod. The gnus were mounted in barbette, and could be brought
to hear on any vessel going up ?r clown the river. There were in all 52
pieces of ordnance. One heavy rifled gnn bore on the position of the mortar
fleet, and caused us considerable disturbance nntil the second or third day
after the bombardment commenced, when it bnrst.
Each of the forts held a garrison of about seven hundred men, some of
whom were from the Northern States, besides many foreigners (Germans or
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Irish). The Northern men had applied for duty in the forts to avoid suspi
cion, and in the hope that they wonlcl not be called upon to fight against the
Federal Government. In this hope they had been encouraged by their
officers, all of whom, includiug the colonel in command, were of the opinion
that no naval officer would have the hardihood to attack such strong positions.
All of the land defenses were under Brigadier-General Johnson K. Duncan,
who showed himself to be an able and gallant commander.
The best passage up the river was near the west hank close under the gnns
of Fort Jackson, where the current was not very rapid and few eddies existed.
Across this channel the Confederates had placed a raft of logs, extending
from the shore to the commencement of a line of hulks which reached to the
other side of the river. These hulks were anchored and connected to each
other by chains. The raft was so arranged that it could be hauled out of the
way of passing vessels, and closed when clanger threatened. Although this
plan of blocking the river was better than the first one tried by the Con
federates, viz., to float a heavy chain across on rafts, it was not very formi
dable or ingenious.
In aclclitio11 to the defenses at the forts, the Confederates worked with
great diligence to improvise a fleet of men-of-war, using for this purpose a
number of heavy tugs that had been employed in towing 'rnssels np and
clown the river, and some merchant steamers. These, ·with the ram JJlanassas
and the iron-clad Louisiana, made in all twelve vessels. The whole naval
force was nominally under the control of Commander John K. l\Iitchell,
C. S. N.�
The iron-clad Louisiana, mounting 16 heavy guns, with a crew of 200 men,
was a powerful vessel, almost impervious to shot, and was fitted with a
shot-proof gallery from which her sharp-shooters could fire at an enemy with
great effect. Her machinery was not completed, however, and during the
passage of the Union fleet she was secured to the river-bank and could only
use one broadside and three of her bow guns. At this time she was under
the immediate command of Commander Charles F. l\Iclntosh, formerly of
the United States navy. rrhe 1.llcRac, Lieutenant Thomas B. Huger, was a
sea-going steamer 1:nounting 6 32-pounclers and 1 9-inch shell-gun; the
steamer Jackson, Lieutenant F. B. Renshaw, m0lmti11g 2 32-ponnders; the
iron-clad ram JJia1wssas, Lieutenant A. F. Warley, mounting 1 32-ponnder
(in the bow); and two launches, mounting each one howitzer. Two steamers
had been converted into Lonisiana State gun-boats, with pine and cotton
barricades to protect the machinery and boilers: the Governor JJioorc, Com
mander Beverley Kennon, and the General Quitman, Captain Grant. "All
the above steamers, being conYertecl vessels," says Commander l\fitchell,
"were too slightly built for war purposes."
The River Defense gnu-boats, consisting of six converted tow-boats under
the command of a merchant captain named Stephenson, were also ordered
to report to Commander l\iitchell ; but they proved of little assistance to
� The finding of the Confederate Court of Inquiry, December 5th, 1863, states that Commander
l\Iitchell assumed command of the Louisiana at New Orleans, April 20th.-EDITORS.
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il!ORTA!t-SCIIOO�mns EJSGAGED AGAIJSST FORT JACK�UJS.

Distance of lealling Sl'hooner from the fort, 2850 yards. Duration of tire, six llays. Total number
of shells fired, 16,800.

him o,Ying to the insubordination of their commander. "All of the above
vessels," says Commander Mitchell, "mounted from one to two pivot 3�
ponnders each, some of them rifled. Their boilers and machinery were all
more or less protected 1Jy thick, double pine barricades, filled in ,,-ith com
pressed cotton." They were also prepared for ramming hy flat bar-iron
casi11gs around their 1Jows.
The Confedernte fleet mounted, all told, JO guns, of ,Yhich �5 were
3�-pounclers, mid one-fourth of them rifled.
It is thus se1•11 that our wooden vessels, which passed the forts carrying
19:2 gnus, had arrayed against them 1 �6 gnus in strongly built works, and JO
guns on board of partly armorell -vessels.!
In addition to the ahove-mPntioned defenses, Commodore l\Iitchell had at
his command a 1rnmher of fire-rafts (long flat-boats filled with pine-knots,
-1- To the 10:3 guns of the vesseh making the
passage should be addell those on hoard the rnortar-flotilla, 110 in number (inelrnling O howitzers),

which performed their part in the reduction of tho
fort�. thus making the aggregate of guns on the
Union side 30:?.- EDITORS.
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etc.), which were expected to do good service, either by throwing the Union
fleet into confusion or by furnishing light to the gunners in the forts. On
comparing the Confederate defenses with the attacking force of thL· U111011
fleet, it will be seen that the odds were strongly in favor of the former. It is
generally conceded by military men that one gun in a fort is about equal to
five on board of a ,Yooden ship, especially when, as in this case, the fort'es
afloat are obliged to contend against a three-and-a-half knot cmTent in a
channel obstructed by chains and fire-rafts. [See p. 75.] Our enemies
were well aware of their strength, and although they hardlr expected ns
to make so hazardous an attack, the�r waited impatiently for Farragut to
"<.'Orne on," resting in the assurance that he would meet with a disastrous
defeat. They did not neglect, however, to add daily to the strength of their
works during the time that our ships ·were delayed in crossing the bar a11d
ascending the river.
Farragut experienced great difficulty in getting the lnrger vessels over the
bar. The Har{ford and Brooklyn were the only two that could pass vrithont
lightening. The Richmo11cl stuck fast in the mud every time she attempted
to cross. The .1llississippi drew t"o feet too much water, and the Pensacolr1,
after trying several times to get over, ran on a wreck a hundred yards away
from the channel. There she lay, with her propeller half out of water, thump
ing on the wreck as she was driven in by the wind and sea. Pilots had been
procured at Pilot Town, near by; bnt they were either treacherous or ner
vous, and all their attempts to get the heavy ships over the bar were faihu·es.
Farragut felt extremely uncomfortable at the prospect before him, but I con
vinced him that I could get the vessels over if he would place them nuder my
control, and he consented to do so. I first tried with the Richmond (Com
mander Alden), and, although she had gl'Onncled seven times when in charge
of a pilot, I succeeded at the first attempt, crossed the bar, and anchored off
Pilot Town. The next trial was with the frigate .illississippi. The vessel was
lightened as much as possible by taking ont her spars, sails, gnns, provisions,
and coal. All the steamers of the mortar-fleet were then sent to her assist
ance, and after eight clays' hard work they succeeded in pulling the .Jli:;sis
sippi through. To get the Pensacola over looked even more difficult. I asked
Captain Bailey to lend me the Colorado for a short time, and with this vessel
I went as close as possible to the Pc11sacola, ran out a stream-cable to her
stern, and, by backing hard on the Colorado, soon release<l her from her dis
agreeable position. The next clay at 1:2 o'elock I passed her o-ver tlw bar
and anchored her off Pilot Town.
The U. S. Coast Survey steamer Saclzem, commanded by a very competent
officer, 1\lr. F. H. Gerdes, had been aclclecl to the expedition for the purpose of
sounding the bar and river channel, ancl also to estalJlish points ancl distn,nces
which should serve as guides to the commander of the mortar-flotilla. J\Ir.
Gerdes and his assistants selected the positions of the bomb-vessels, fnruished
all the commanders of vessels with reliable charts, triangulated the river for
eight miles below the forts, and planted small poles with white flags on the
banks opposite the positions of the different vessels, each flag marked with the
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!'LAN OF FORT ,TACI\RO:-!. �110\\'J:,((l TllE EFFECT 01<' THE no.,m., RD:IIENT. APRIL 18TH TO �±Tll.
FR0:11 TIIE
GOYERN:llENT M.\I' sunn,;Yl(I> BY ,I. s. HARRIS UNDER THE l>IHECTION OFF. II. GERDES, u. s. COAST SURYEY.

".,_\Jl the RtO"ll'"R awl hoatR W'-.11' th<' fo1-t except three
Rmall oues WC're Rnnk. The drawl>ri<Jge, hot-shot fnr
uaces, aml fresh-water <'istC'rns were <leRtroyeil. The
floors of the <'asernates were floo!letl, the le,ee ha'l'ing
lweu brol,en.
"All the platfnrms for plt..J1iug tent:< on "\"\"ere ,le-

stroyc,l by fire or shcllR. All the C'asemates ll'"ere eraeke,l
(t.he roof iu so111c places being entirely brokC'H t.hrongh)
and maRscs of hrick <liRlo!lgecl in nnrncrou� iustauees.
The ontC'r "·alls of the fort "\"\"e1·e eracketl from top to hot
tom, atlmittiug tlaylight frC'ely."- Inscription 011 the
original plan.

name of a vessel and the distance from the month of its mortar to the center
of the fort. The boats of the surveyors were frequently attacked by sharp
shooters, who fired from concealed positions among the bushes of the riYer
bank. Dnriug the bombardment the Coast Survey officers were ernplo)'ed
da�T and night in watching that the vessels clicl not move an inch from their
places, and the goo(l effect of all this care was shown in the final result of the
mortar practice.
Having finished the preliminary work, on the lGth of April Farragnt moved
up with his fleet to within three miles of the forts, and informed me that I
might commence the bombardment as soon as I was ready. The ships all
anchored as they came up, but not in very good order, which led to some
eomplications.
rnrn place which I had selected for the first and third divisions of the
mortar-vessels was under the lee of a thick wood on the right bank of the
river, which presented in the direction of the fort an almost impenetrable
mass. The forts could be plainly seen from the mast-heads of the mortar
schooners, which had been so covered with brush that the Confederate gun
ners could not distinguish them from the trees. The leading vessel of the first
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division, of seven vessels, under Lieutenaut-Commandiug '\Vatson Smith, "·as
placed at a point distant �850 yards fr01u Fort Jackson and 3o O yards from
Fort St. Philip. The third division, commanded by Lientenant Breese, c-ame
next in order, and the second clivi. ion, under Lientemmt Qneen, I placed on the
east side of the river, the head of the line being 3680 yards from Fort .Taekson.
The vessels now being in position, the signal was given to open fire; and
on the morning of the 18th of April the bombardment fairly eommencecl,
each mortar-vessel having orders to fire once in ten minutes.
The moment that the mortars belched forth their shells, hotb ,Jackson an<l
St. Philip replied with great fury; but
it was some time before they conld ob
tain our range, as we were well con
cealed behind 01u natural rampart. The
enemy's fire was rapid, and, finding that
it wns becoming rather hot, I �ent Lieu
tenant Guest np to the head of the line
to open fire on the forts with his 11-inch
pivot. This position he maintainocl fOl'
one honr and fifty minute., and onl�·
abandoned it to fill up ··with anrnrn
uition. In the meantime the mortnrs
on the left bank (Queen's division) were
doing splendid work, tbongh suffering
considerably from the enemy's fire.
I went on board the vessels of this
division to see how they were getting
on, and found them so cnt up that I
considered it necessary to remove them, BRIGADIER-GEXERAL JOIIXSOX I,. DUXCAX, <.'. :--. A., IN
CO)OIAXD OF }'ORTS JACI,;.ox AXI> ;a<T. PJIILIP.
with Farragut's permission, to the opFTIO�I A l'IIOT0GilA I'll.
posite shore, under cover of the trees,
near the other vessels, which had suffered but little. They held their position,
however, until sundown, when the enemy ceased firing.
At 5 o'clock in the evening Fort Jackson was seen to be on fire, and, as
the flames spread rapidly, the Con.federates soon left their gnus. Ther
were uiany conjectures among the officers of the fleet ns to what was lmrning.
Some thonght that it was a fire-raft, and I was inclined to that opinion myself
nntil I had pulled up the river in a boat and, by the aid of a night-glass, con
vinced myself that the fort itself ·was in flames. This fact I at once reported
to Farragut.
At nightfall the crews of the mortar-vessels were complete}�· exhausted;
but when it became known that every shell was falling inside of the fort, they
redoubled their exertions and increased the rapidity of their :fire to a shell
every :five minutes, or in all two hundred and forty shells an bom'. During
the night, in order to allow the men to rest, we slackened onr fire, and only
sent a shell once every half horn·. Thus ended the first dri,y's bombardment,
which was more effective than that of any other day during the siege.
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Next morning the bombardment was renewed and continued night and clay
nutil the encl, with a resnlt that is thus described in a letter from Colonel
Edward Higgins, dated April 4th, lSi:2, which I received in answer to my
inqniry on the snbject:
"Yom mortar-Yessels were placed in position on tho afternoon of the 17th of April, 1S6:2, and
opened fire at once upon Fort Jackson, ,,here my headquarters were established. The practice
was excellent from the commencement of the fire to the cud, and continued without intermission
until the moming of the 24th of April, when the fleet passed at about 4 o'clock. Nearly every
shell of the many thousand fired at the fort lodged in::-ide of the works. On the fu-st night of
the attack the citadel and all buildings in rear of the fort were fired by bursting shell, and also
the sand-bag walls that had been thrown around the magazine doors. The fire, as you are
aware, rag·ed with great fm�·, and no effort of ours could subdue it. At this time, and nearly
all this night, Fort Jackson was helpless; its magazines were inaccessible, and we could haYe
offered no resistanee to a passing fleet. The next morning a terrible scene of destruction pre
sented itself. The wood-work of the citadel being all destroyed, and the crumbling walls being
knoeked about the fort by the bmsting shells, made matters still worse for the garrison. The
work of destruction from now until the morning of the 24th, when the fleet passed, was incessant.
'• I was obliged to confine tho men most rigidly to the casemates, or "·e should ham lost the
best part of the garrison. A shell, striking the parapet over one of the magazines, the wall of
which was seven feet thick, pend.rated five feet and failed to burst.. If that shell bad exploded,
�·otu- work would have ended. Another burst near the magazine door, opening the earth
aud burying the sentinel and another man five feet in the same grave. The parapets and
interior of the fort were completely honeycombed, and the large number of saucl-bags with
which we were supplied alone s:wetl us from being blown to pieces a hundred times, our maga
zine <loors being much exposed.
"On the morning of the 2-!th, when the fleet passed, tho terrible precision with which your
formidable vessels hailed down theu: tons of bursting shell upon the devoted fort made it impos
sible for us to obtain either rapidit�· or accuracy of fire, and thus rendered the passage compara
tivelr easy. There was no ,·ery considerable damage done to our batteries, hut few of the guns
being dismounted by yom fire: e\'erything else iu and aronud the fort was destroyed."

I was not ignorant of the state of affairs in the fort; for, on the third clay of
the bombardment, a deserter presented himself and gave us an account of the
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havoc created by our shells, although I had doubts of the entire truth of his
statements. He represented that hundreds of shells had fallen iuto the fort
'
breaking in the bomb-proofs, setting fil'e to the citadel, and flooding tho interior by cutting the levees. He also stated that the soldiers were ill a desperate

UEAR-AOllIRAL IIE�J(Y II. BELL, AT :mw ORLEA�S FARIL-\GUT'S Cl�JEF-OF-�TAFF.

and demoralized condition. r11his was all very encouraging to us, and so stimu
lated the crews of the mortar-boats that they worked with unflagging zeal
and energy. I took the deserter to Farragut, who, although impressed by his
statement, was not quite prepared to take advantage of the opportunity; for at
this time the line of hulks across the riYerwas considered an insurmountable
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obstruction, and it was determined to examine and, if possible, remove it
before the advnnce of the fleet.
On the night of the �0th an expedition was fitted out for the purpose of
breaking the chain "\Yhich "\Yas supposed to extend from one shore to the other.
Two steamers, the Pinolo, Lieutenant Crosby, and Itasca, Lieutenant Cald
well, were detailed for the purpose and
placed nuder the direction of Captain
Bell, chief-of-staff. Although the at
tempt was made under cover of dark
ness, the sharp eyes of the Confederate
gunners soon discovered their enemies,
and the whole fire of Fort Jackson was
concentrated npon them. I had been
informed of the intended movement by
Farragut, so was ready to redonble the
fire of the mortars at the proper time
with good effect. In Farragut's words:
" Commander Porter, however, kept np
such a tremendous fire on them from the
mortars that the enemy's shot did the
gnu-boats no injury, and the cnble was
separated and their connection broken
C'<UDIAXVEI: ,J(J]l:( I\.. JIITCIIELL, IS CU)DL\XD UF
sufficiently to pass through on the left
THE C'OXFEl>EIL\Tls �T.\TE� XAYAL FORCES .AT
XE\V ORLEAXS.
1-'RO)l .\ l'IIOTOGRAPII.
bank of the river."
The work of the mortar-fleet was now almost over. "\Ve had kept up a
heavy fire night a ncl clay for nearly 5 clays - about �800 shells every :3-!
honrs; in all aLout 16,800 shells. The men were nearly worn ont for want
of sleep and rest. The ammunition "\Yas giYi11g out, one of the schooners was
sunk, and althongh the rest had received little actual damage from the
enemy's shot, the_\' were baclly shaken up by the concnssion of the mortars.
On the �:-kl instant I represented the state of affairs to the flag-officer [see p.
7:3], and ho concluded to move on past the works, which I felt sure he conld do
with but little loss to his squadron. He recognized the importance of making
an immediate attack, and called a council of the commanders of vessels, which
resulted in a determination to pass the forts that night. The rnovemont was
postponed, however, until the ne:s:t morning, for the reason that the carpen
ters of one of the larger ships were at work down the river, and the com
mander c1it1 not "·ish to proceed without them. The iron-clad Louisiana had
now made her appearance, and her commander was being strongly urged by
General Duncan to c1rop clown below the forts [ see the map, p. 36] and
open fire upon the fleet with his heavy rifle-guns. On the '.2�c1 General Dun
can wrok to Commander l\Iitchell from Fort Jackson :
"It is of ,rital importance that the present fin of the enemy should be withdrawn from us,
which you alone can do. This can be done in the manner suggested this morning under the
cover of our guns, while yom· work on the boat can be carried on in safety and security. Our
position is a critical one, dependent entirely on the powers of endurance of om· cascmates, many
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of which have been completely shattered, and are crumbling away by repeated shocks; and,
therefore, I respectfully but earnestly again mge my sugg·estion of this morning on your notice.
Our magazines are also in clanger."

Fortunately for us, Commander Mitchell was not equal to the occasion, and
the Louisicuw remained tied np to the bank, where she could not obstruct the
river or throw the Union fleet into confusion while passing the forts.
W11ile Farragut was making his preparations, the enemy left no means
untried to drive the mortar-boats from their position. A couple of heavy
gnus in Fort St. Philip kept up a continual fire on the head of the
mortar column, and the Confederates used their mortars at intervals, but
only succeeded in sinking one mortar-schooner and damaging a few othern.
A body of riflemen was once sent out against us from tho forts, but it was
met by a heavy fire and soo_n repulsed.
Two o'clock on the morning of the �±th instant was fixed upon as the time
for the fleet to start, and Farragut had previously given the neeessary orders
to the commanders of vessels, instructing them to prepare their ships for
action by sending clown their light spars, painting their lmlls mud-color, etc.;
also to hang their chain-cables over the sides abreast the eugines, as a pro
tection against the enemy's shot. He issued the following "General Or(1er":
UNITED STA'l'ES FLAG-SHIP Har(ford, l\IISSISSIPPI RIVER, .April �0th, lSG'.2.
The flag-officer, having heard all the opinions expressed by the different commanders, is of
the opinion that whatever is to be clone will have to lJe clone quickly, or we shall be 1tgain reduced
to a blockading squach·on, without the means of carr,ving
on the bombardment, as we have nearly expended all the
shells and fuses, and material for making cartridges. He
has ah,ays entertained the same opinions which are ex
pressed by Commander Porter; that is, there are three
modes of attack, and the question is, which is tile one to
be adopted 1 His own opinion is that a combination of
two should be made, viz. : the forts should be run, and
when a force is once above the forts, to protect the troops,
they should be landed at quarantine from the gulf side
by bringing them through the bayou, and then our forces
should move up the river, mutually aiding each other as
it can be done to advantage.
·when, in the opinion of the flag-officer, the propitious
time has arrived, the signal will be made to weigh and
advance to the conflict. If, in his opinion, at the time
of arriving at the respective positions of the different
divisions of the fleet, we have the adYantage, he will
make the signal for close action, No. S, and abide the
result, conquer or to be conquered, ch·op anchor or keep
under way, as in his opinion is best.
LIEUTENANT TIIOJlAS ll. HUGER, C. S. N,,
Unless the signal above mentioned is made, it will be
rn cmrnA::sD oF THE "JicRAE."
FRO)l A PHOTOGRAPH
understood that the ffrst order of sailing will be formed
after leaving Fort St. Philip, and we will proceed up the river in accordance with the original
opinion expressed. The programme of the order of sailing accompanies this general order, and
the commanders will hold themselves in readiness for the service as indicated.\ Very respect
fully, your obedient servant, D. G. FARRAGUT, Flag-Officer West Gulf Blockading Squadron.
\ The order of battle for the fleet was inclosed with this, but as it was not adopted. and contained errors
afterward officially corrected by Fanagnt, it is here omitted.- EDITORS.
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Farragut's first plan was to lead the fleet ·with his flag-ship, the Hartford,
to be closely followed by the Rrookly n, Ricl1mo11d, Pc11sacolrt, aml Jllississippi,
thinkiiJg it well to have his heavy vessels in the Ytrn, where they conld
immediately crnsh any naval force that might appear against them. This
plan was a better one than that afterward adopted; bnt he was inc1nce<1 to
change the order of his column by the senior commanders of the fleet, who
represented to him that it wns unwise for the commander-in-chief to tnke the
brunt of the battle. They finally obtained his reluctant consent to an
anangement by which Captain Bailey was to lead in the gn11-bont C(l,lj/l[Ja,
commanded by Lientenant N. B. Hanison,- a goocl seled.ion, ns it nfter
ward proved, for these officers were gallant and competent men, well qualified
for the position. Captain Bailey had -volunteered for the i'<ervit•e, nnd left
nothing undone to o-vercome Farragut's reluctance to gi-ve up whnt was then
considered the post of clanger, though it turned out to he less hazardous than
the places in the rear.
The mortar-flotilla steamers nncler my comnrnnd vrnre directed to move up
before the fleet weighed anchor, a.ml to he ready to engage the water-batteries
of Fort Jackson as the fleet passe<l. These batteries mounted some of the
heaviest gnns in the defenses, and ·were clepenclecl npon to do efficient work.
The commanders of vessels were informed of the ehnnge of plan, and
instructed to follO'lv in line according to the subjoined order of attack:
At � o'clock on the mor11ing of April :2.J-th all of the
Union vessels began to heaYe np thei.r nnchol's. It ORDER OF ATTACK.
Fin;t Division,
·wns a still, clear night, and the cliek of the capstans,
CAPTAIN BAILEY.
with the grating of the chain-cables as they passed
;t, Cay11get.
through the hawse-holes, made a great noise, which ;]j Pe11.�acola.
we feared would serve a a warning to our enemies.
;]j lllississi11pi.
This conject1ue proYecl to be conect, for the Confed ;t, 011cid((.
;]j Yan11w.
erates were on the alert in both forts nncl steamers to ;]j
J{alalidi11.
meet the invaders. One fact only ,Yas in our fa,·or,
;]j Ki"ueo.
and that ,,as the division of their forces nncler three ;'.t 1Vissahicko11.
different heads, which prevc11ted nmmimity of action.
Center Division,
In every other respect the odds were against us.
FLA<t-OFFICER FARRAGUT.
Before Farragut ascended the rivm·, the Frend1
;t Hartford.
admiral and Captain Preedy, of the English frigate ;t Brool.'l!J II.
;t Ricl1111011d.
lllcrscy, had both been up as far as the forts and had
Third DiYision,
comnrnni.cated with the military comnu-mclers. On
CAPTAIN H. H. BELL.
their return, they gave discouraging accounts of the
;]j Sc-iota.
defenses, and prononnced it impossible for our fleet
;t, Iroquois.
to pass them. This, of course, did not tend to cheer
i'.tJ J{e1111cbec.
onr sailors. There were some in the fleet who were ;]j Pino/a.
donbtfnl of success, and there was not that confidence ;t, Itasca.
;t TVi110110.
on onr side that shonld have existed on such an occa
sion; bnt when it was seen that the Tiver obstructions ancl rafts had heeil
washed away by the currents, and that there appeared to be an open way up
the river, every one became more hopeful.
VOL. II. 4
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C.IPT,\1:-i Tl!EOPOHU� ll.11 LEY, 1:-i TIIE

"C.-1. YUGA," llltE,\1'1:-i<; TIIH<l!Tr.11 THE f'<>:-SFEIJEl:ATE FLEET.

The t'lltire fleet (1icl not get fnllr nuder '\\TH,�· m1til lwlf-pui-,t :2 A. l\I. rrhe
cnrrent was strong, a11tl n1t110ngh the ships 1n·oeeetled a:-; rapidly as their
steam-power ,,·onhl pPrrnit, onr 1en,1ing vessel, tho Ca,1111,r;u, di<l 11ot get under
firn nntil a tpu1,rter of 8 o'dock, ,rhen both Jarkson and St. Philip opeued
on her at the same moment. Five steamers of tlu, mortar-flotilla took their
positio11 lwlow tho ,n1,t0r-hattery of Fort J:wksoJJ, at a l1istance of less than
two lnmclred yan1:--, and, ponriug in grap0, eauisttw, and shrapnel, kept down
the fire of that battt·ry. r:rlw mortars op<?nod at tho same moment with great
fnry, arnl the netiou comnH'll<•O(l i11 earnest.
Captain Bailey, iu tlrn Ca,1111,r;a, follcnved by the other ,·essels of his division
in compad order, passetl the line of obstrndions "·ithont (liftienltr. He had
110 sooner a.ttni11Pd this pnint, however, thn 11 he was ohlige,1 to face tho gnns
of Fort St. Philip, which clitl him some damage before ho was able to fire a
shot in return. Ho k(•pt ste,Hlily on, howo-ver, aud, a:-; soo11 as his gnus could
be brought to bear, pomed in gmpo ::111d canister with good effect and passe(l
snfe above. He was here mot by tho euemy's gnu-boats, and, althongh ho
was beset by several large steamers at the same time, ho snceeoded in driving
them off. rl.11H' 011ridu arnl Yam11a eamo to the snpport of their loader, ancl
by tho mpid fire of their heavy gnus soon dispersed tho ouem:,·'s flotilla.
This was more congenial work for onr men and officers than that through
which they had jllst p,1, ·setl, and it was soon evident that the eoolneP-s anc1
discipli11e of onr 1iav? gavn it a great advantage over tho fleet of tho enemy.
Bailey dashed on np tho riYor, fo11owecl by his tlivision, firing into everythi11g
they met; and soon after the he11d of the flag-officer's division ha(l passed tho
forts, most of the river craft ,Yero disablecl, ancl the battle was virtnally '\\On.
This was evident oYen to Lieutenant-Colonel Higgins, who, when he saw om·
largo ships pass by, exclaimed, "Better go to cover, boys ; onr cake is all
dough!''
In the meantime the Vil1'111u1, being a swift vessel, passed ahead of the
other ships in tho division, and pushed on np the ri-ver after the fleeing
enemy, until she found herself right in tho miclst of them. The Confed
erates, supposing in t.hc dark that the Viuww was one of their own ves
sels, did not attack her until Commander Boggs made himself known by
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delivering his fire right and left. One shot exploded the boiler of a large
steamer crowded with troops, and she di·ifted ashore; three other vessels were
driven ashore in flame . At daylight the Varu11a was attacked by the Goo
eruor .Jfoore, a powerful steamer, fitted as a ram, and commanded by Lien
tenant Beverley Kennon, late of the U.S. Navy. This vessel raked the Vanmct
with her bow-gun along the port gangway, killing 5 or 6 men; and ·while the
Union Yessel was gallantly returning this fire, her side was piereed t-wice by
the iron prow of the ram. The Confederate ram 8to11ezuall Jackso11 also attacked
the raruna, ramming her twice about amidships; the Varuna at the same
moment punished her severely ,,·ith grape and canister from her 8-inch guns,
and finally drove her out of action in a disabled condition and in flames.*
But the carPer of the Vunuza was eucled; she began to fill rapidly, and her
gallant commander was obliged to rnn her into shoal water, where she soon
1Yent to the bottom. Captain Lee, of the Oneida, seeing that hi companion
needed assistance, went to his relief, and rescued the officers and men of the
Vanrna. The two Confederate rams were set ou fire by their crew. anrl
abandoned. Great gallantry was displayed on both sides during the conflict
of these smaller steamers, which really bore the brnnt of the battle, and the
Union commanders showe(l great skill in managiug their vessels.
Bailey's division may be said to have swept everything before it. The
I'cnsor-n7u, with her heavy batteries, drove the men from the guns at Fort St.
Philip, and made it easier for the ships astern to get by. Fort St. Philip
lwcl not been at all damaged by the mortars, as it ·was virtually beyond their
reach, allCl it was from the gnus of that work that our ships received the
gl'eate�t iujnry.
As most of the vessels of Bailey's division swept past the turn ahove the
forts, Farragut came upon the scene -with the Hrtr(ford and Broo!.-lyn. The
other ship of Farragut's division, the Riclwzoud, Commander James Alden, got
out of the line and passed up on the west side of the river, near where I was
f>ngagecl with the mortar-steamers in silencing the water-batteries of Fort
.Tackson. At this moment the Confederates in Fort Jackson had nearly all
been driven from their gnus by bombs from the mortar-boats arnl the grape
and canister from the steamers. I hailed Alden, and told him to pass dose
to the fort and in the eddy, and he l\·onlcl receive little damage. He followed
this advice, and passed by very comfortably.
By this time the river had been illuminated by two fire-rafts, and eYen·
thi11g could be seen as b)' the light of clay. I could see every ship and _gun
boat as she passed up as plainly as possible, and noted all their positions.
It wonld be a difficult undertaking at any time to keep a, long line of vessels
in compact order when ascending a crooked channel against a three-and-a
half-knot current, and our ommanders found it to he especially so under
the present trying cil'cumstances. The Iroquois, Commander De Camp, as
gallant an officer as ever lived, got out of line and passed np ahead of her

*

According to the testimony of Captain Philips, of the Stonewall Jackson, the shock which she
received in striking the Varnna shifted the boiler and broke the steam•pipe connections, thus disabling
the vessel. - EDITORS,
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REAR·AD:IIIJ:AT, TIIEOI>ORUS B.\ILEY, AT :SEW ORLE.\:SS 1:S CO)D!A:S]) OF TIIE FJR,-;T DIYISIO:S OF THE FLEET.
FltO)I .\ l'IIOTOGHAl'II.

consorts ; bnt DA Uamp made good nse of his opportunity by engaging
and <1ri\ring off a ram and the gun-boat JJicRac, which attacked him as soon
as he lrn<l passed Fort.Jackson. The 1llcRae was clisablecl aucl her commander
(Hnger) mortally ,,onnderl. The I ro(_Juois was much cut np by Fort St. Philip
and the gnu-boats, bnt did not receive a single shot from Fort Jackson,
although passing ·within fifty yards of it.
While the events aboYe mentioned were taking place, Farragut had
engaged Fort St. Philip at dose quarters with his heavy ships, and had driven
the men from their gnns. He was passing on np the riYer, when his flag-ship
was threatened by a new and formidable adversary. A fire-raft in full blaze
was seen coming down the river, guided toward the Hartford by a tug-boat,
the JJ[osl1cr. It �eemed impossible to avoid this danger, and as the helm was
put to port in the nttempt to do so, the flag-ship ran upon a shoal. While in
this position the fire-raft was pushed against her, and in a minute she was
e11Yeloped in flames half-way np to her tops, arnl was in a condition of great
peril. The fire department was at once called away, anr1 while the Hartford's
lJatteries kept np the fight with Fort St. Philip, the flames were extinguished
and the vessel backed off the shoal into deep water,- a result clue to the cool-
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ness of her commander and the good discipline of the officers and men. ,Vl.1ile
the Hartford was in this perilous position, and her entire destruction was
threatened, Farragut showed all the qualities of a great commander. He walked
up and clown the poop as coolly as though on dress-parade, while Commander
Wainwright directed the firnmen in putting out the flames. At times the
fire would rush through the ports and almost drive the men from the guns.
"Don't flinch from that fire, boys," sang out Farragut; "there's a hotter firn
than that for those who don't do their duty! Give that rascally little tug a
shot, and don't let her go off with a whole coat!" The JJiosher was sunk.
While passing the forts the Jiartforcl was
struck thirty-two times in hull and rigging,
and had 3 men killed and 10 wounded.
The Brooklyn, Captain Thomas T. Craven,
followed as close after the flag-ship as the
blinding smoke from guns and fire-rafts
//;
would admit, and the garri. on of the fort
was again drive11 to coyer by the fire of her
heavy battery. She passed on with severe
punishment, and was immediately attacked
.,,,;,:-.
�
by the most powerful vessel in the Confed
,:::;;:
�i};
� '
erate fleet, excepting the Lonisiana-the
I
1·am JJianassas, commanded by Lieutenant
I
,Varley, a gallant young officer of the old
J;;,
/;
service. The blow that tho JJianassas struck
the Brooklyn did but little apparent injury,�
and the mm slid'off in the dark to seek other
�.�
prey. (It must be remembered that these
1j
scenes were being enacted on a dark night,
and in an atmosphere filled with dense
\ �\
smoke, through which our commanders had
I
to grope their way, guided only by the
REAR·ADMIRAL l\lELANCTON S)IITII, AT NEW Or.flashes of the guns in the forts and tl1e LEANs 1x comIAxD oF TuE "1111ssIssIrr1."
Dn.\wx i-·Ro)r A rlloToonAru.
fitful light of burning ve sels and rafts.)
The Brooklyn was next attacked by a large steamer, which received her
broadside at the distance of twenty yards, and drifted ont of action in
flames. Notwithstanding the heavy fire which the Brooklyn had gone through,
she was only struck seventeen times in the hull. She lost 9 men killed and
26 wounded.
When our large ships had passed the forts, the affair was virtually over.
Had they all been near the head of the column, the enemy would have been
crushed at once, and the flag- hip would have passed up almost unhurt. As
it was, the Har(fonl was more exposed and imperiled than any of her consorts,
and that at a time when, if anything had happened to the connnander-in-chief,
the fleet would have been thrown into confusion.
•
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} Owing to the chain armor and to the full coal-bunker; but when the bunker was emptied later,
the wound was found to be serious. See Commander Bartlett's article, page uG.-EDI'l'ORS.
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The forts had been so thoroughly silenced by the ships' guns and mortars
that when Capfain Bell came along in the little Sciota, at the head of the
third diYision, he passed by nearly unharmed. All the other vessels succeeded
in getting by, exeept the Itasca, Lieutenant Caldwell, the TVi11011a, Lientenant
Nichols, and the Ken11euec, Lieutenant Russell. rrhe first two vessels, hav
ing kept in line, were caught at daylight below the forts without support,
and, as the current "·as swift and they were slow steamers, they bet:ame men,
targets for the Confederates, who now turned all that was left of their fight
ing pmrnr npon them. Seeing their helpless condition, I signaled them to
retire, which they did after being seriously cut np. The Itasc(I, had a shot
through her boiler, and was so completely riddled that her commander was
obliged to nm her ashore just below the mortar-fleet in order to prevent
her sinking. She had received fom·teeu shot and shell through her hull, but
her list of killed and wounded was small. Had not the people in the forts
ueeu completely demoralized, they would have sunk these two vessels in ten
rniuutt>s.
While these events were taking place, the mortar-steamers had driven the
men from the water-batteries and had kept up a steady fire on the walls of
Fort Jackson. Although at first sight my position in front of these batteries,
whieh mounted six of the heaviest guns in the Confederate works (1 10-inch
aucl 2 8-iueh Colnmhiads, 1 10-iuch sea-coast mortar, and 2 rifled 32-pounders),
seemed a very perilous one, it was not at all so. I ran the steamers close
alongside of the levee just below the water-batteries, aud thus protected their
hulls below the firing-decks. I got in my first broadside just as the middle of
Bailey's column was opened npon by Fort Jackson. The enemy responded
quickly, bnt our fire was so rapid and accurate that in ten minutes the water
battery was deserted. I had :25 8-inch and 3:!-ponuders on one side and �
11-ineh pivot-guns. During the remainder of the action I devoted most of

.
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THE UNITED STATES STEAMER '' )IISSISSIPPI" ATTEMPTING TO RUX DOWX THE COXFEDERATE I:A)I "�IANASSAS,"

my attention to the battlements of the main fort, firing an occasional shot at
the water-battery. rrhe IIurriet Laue had two men killed, but the only
damage clone to the vessels was to their masts and rigging, their hulls having
been well protected by the levees.
,While engaged on this dnty I had an excellent opportunity of witnessing
the movements of Farragut's fleet, and, by the aid of poweiful night-glasses,
I could almost distinguish persons on the vessels. The whole scene looked
like a beautiful panorama. From almost perfect silence- the steamers
moving slowly through the water like phantom ships- one incessant roar of
heavy cannon commenced, the Confederate forts and gun-boats opening
together on the head of our line as it came within range. rrhe Uuion vessels
retm·necl the fire as they came up, and soon the guns of om· fleet joined
in the thunder, which seemed to shake the very earth. A lurid glare was
thrown over the scene by the b�u·ning rafts, and, as the bomb-shells
crossed each other and exploded i11 the air, it seemed as if a battle were
taking place in the heavPns as ·well as on the earth. It all ended as sud
denly as it had commenced. In one hour ancl ten minutes after the vessels
of the fleet had weighed anchor, the affair was virtually over, and Farra
gut was pushing on toward New Orleans, where he was soon to crush the
last hope of Rebellion in that quarter by opening the way for the advance
of the Union army.
From what I had seen of the conflict I did not greatly fear for the safety of
our ships. Now and then a wreck came floating by, all charred and disabled,
hut I 110tecl that these were side-wheel Yessels, and none of ours.
I must refer here to a gallant affair which took place between the JJlissis
sippi and the ram JJicuwssas. The latter Yessel proved the most troublesome
of the Confederate fleet. She had rammed the Brool.l,1111 and the JJiississ�Jpi
at different times during the action.
At early daylight, as the vessels approached the quarantine above the forts,
the JJianassas was seen coming up the river as rapidly as her steam would allow.
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TIIE CONFEDERATE IIW:N-CLAI> ''LOUISIANA" O:N TUE WAY TO FORT ST. PHILIP•'\

As she approachecl the fleet, Flag-Officer Fanagnt directed Commander
Smith in the 1lfississippi to turn and run her clown. Tho order was instantly
obeyed by the JJiississippi turning and going at the ram at full speed; but
when it was expected to see the JJ[auassas annihilated, the vessels being
within fifty yards of ea<'h otlwr, the ram put her helm hard-a-port, dodged
the _Jfississippi, and ran ashore, where her crow deserted her. Commander
Smith sot fire to her, arnl then so riddled her with shot that she was dislodged
from the bank aml drifted below tho forts, whl'l'e she blew up and sank.
PrmTious to this a kirnl of guenilla warfare had been caniecl on, and most
of the e11emy's river boats hacl been nm ashore or otherwise destroyed, while
the Vi1ru11ct lay snuk at the hank with two of her adversaries wrecked beside
hel', a monument to the gallantry of Commander Boggs.
,Yhen the fleet had passNl the forts, and there was no longer any necessity
for me to holcl my positi011, I dropped down the river with the steamers to
whore the mortar-boats were anchored, and gave the signal to cease firing. I
knew that our sqnadro11 had failed to destroy all of the enemy's fleet. The
iron-clad Louisiwrn lny nt the hank apparently nninjure<l, the 1lll'llae was at
nnchor close to Fort Jackson, and three other vessels whose character I could
not make out were moving hack and forth from one shore to the other.
'\ l\Ir. William C. Whittle, ,d10 was tbircllienten
ant on the Luuisia11a during the eontest against
Farragut's fleet in the :Mississippi, bas sent to the
Editors the following statement eoneerning her
armameut:

"The lrnll of the Lo11isia11u was almost entirely snh
merge,t Upon this wcrP. l>uilt hl'r hcnv:, npper works,
inte11clf>cl to contain lH'l' hatterr, rnaehinery, etc. This
e.l.'.temll'd to within nhont twenty-fh·e feet of her stem
and Rk-rn, leaving a little clC'r--1, forward :md nft, nearly
eYen with tile wntcr, nrnl HlllTnurnk•l J,y a slight lml
warl,. Thi' Rtrnl'tnre on the !mil hnd its ends antl sid<'s
inclinecl i1nvard mul npwar,1 from the hull, nt au angle
of nhont forty-five ,legrt·es, nntl r-ovcrcd with T rnilroacl
iron, the lower layer heing firmly l,oltt >cl to the wootl
worl{. nrnl the nppcr lny<'r cl_l'iV<'ll into itfrom the em] RO
as to form a nenrly solid plnte ancl a somcwlwt Rmooth
sm•facc. This platiug rcAiRtecl thf\ projPetile.s of Farrn
gnt'A fleet (none of wl1ich p,·rforntC'cl our si,le), althongh
one or his largest ships lay nrross nn<l tonchiug our
stem, nncl iu thnt position fired herbPnvy guns_ Above
this strnC'tnre wns nu open tle<·l, which wnis snrro1mdC'tl
by a sheet-iron hnlwnrk nbont four fret high, which was
intend<'tl ns a protection ngni1rnt shnrp:shooters and
small nrms, lmt wms <'ntirPly iunfficieut, ns the denth of
our g-allaut cornmallder, l\lcintosh, and those who fp]l
nrouud him, goes to pron•. TJ,n plnu for propelling the
Louisiana was novcl uncl abortiYC- She had two pro-

Jl('llers aft, which we uc,cr had nu opportunity of test
ing. The novel conception, which proved entirely
indllcient, was thnt rig-ht iu the eenler �eetion of the
vcRscl thcrc wns a large well iu which worlrnd t11e two
wheels, one immc<liately forward of tho other. I snp
JlO�e they WCI'<' so pln,l'ed to he protected fro1t1 the
enemy's fire. The mn,·hinery of these two wheels wmi
in orucr when my father, Cornmodor<' W. C. Whittle, the
uaYnl commnmliug officer at New Orll-:mA, against his
better jntlgrncnt, waA <"ompclle,l to scrnl the vesRel down
to the forts. The VC'SRC'] ]('ft New Orlenus OU the 20th
of April, J think. The worl, 011 t11e pro 1wllcrs wns in
complete, the rnnf'hinists nrnl nwclrnnies being still ou
hoar,], and most of tllc guns ,Yel'P not mounted. The cen
ter wheels were stnrt<'d, but were eutirely iucfficicut,
nl](], as we were drifting helplessly down the strenm,
tow-l>nnts had to Jw enllecl to take ns ,lowu tn the point
nllout hnlf a mile nboYe Fort St. Philip, on the lPft side of
the riYer, where we tied np to the l>nnk with our how
flown-stream. Thus, ns Fnrrngnt•� 11<'f>t came np nud
passed, we eoulcl only nse om; how-gnus and the star
board bron<lsi<le. l\Ioreov,,r, the port-holes for onr guns
w<'re entirely faulty, not allowing room to train the guns
either lnterally or in elevation. I had prnetical experi
ence of this fact, for I hnd irnmccliatc charge of the bnw
division when n vessel of Admiral Farrngnt's fleet got
across onr stem, ancl I conlcl ouJ�T tire through nnd
through hc•r nt point-hlnuk instead of depressing my
gnus and sinkiug her."
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This looked serious, for such a force, if properly handled, was superior to
mine; and I had to provide immediately against contingencies. There were
now seven efficient gun-boats under my command, and I at once prepared
them to meet the enemy. l\fy plan was to get as many of my vessels as pos
sible alongside of the Louisiana, each one to make fast to her, let go two
anchors, and then "fight it out on that line."
Meantime Farragut was speeding on bis way up the river with all his fleet
except the llfississippi and one or two small gun-boats, which were left to
guard the lazaretto. On bis way up the flag-officer encountered more Con
federate batteries at Chalmette, the place made famous by the battle of
January 8th, 1815.
The Chalmette batteries on both sides of the river mounted twenty heavy
guns, and were all ready to meet om· fleet, w_hich was advaneiug toward them
in two lines as rap
idly as the swift cur
rent would permit.
Farragut made short
work of them, how
ever, and our fleet,
meeting with no
fm·ther resistance,
B
.B
passed on and an
chored before New Tni-: PLAN OF TIJE "LOt;t:,.lANA." AFTER A SKETCH l\lADE BY CO�IMANDER
J. K. �llTCIIELL ABOUT THE TDIE OF TIIE E:s"GA(;bMl,;NT.
Orleans. The Queen
A A, Bulkhead around wherl�.
EE, Gllllfl ll""d ill nrtioll.
City of the South lay
at tho conqueror's feet, unable to do anything in the way of defense, as
the Confederate General Lovell had retreated, leaving the city in tbe hands
of the civil authorities.

*

AT noon of the :25th instant I sent Lieutenant-Commanding Guest with a
flag of truce to Fort Jackson, to call on the commanding officer to snnender
the two forts and what was left of the Confederate na-,,y into the pos ession of
the Uuitecl States, telling him that it was useless to have any more bloodshed,
as Farragut bad passed up the river with very little damage to his fleet, and
was now probably in possession of New Orleans. I also took advantage of
the occasion to complimeut the enemy on his gallant resistance, and further
to in.form him that, if his answer was unfavorable, I would renew the bom
bardment. General Duncan sent me a Yery civil reply, but declined to sur1·encler until he should hear from Now Orleans; whereupon I immediately
opened a very rapid fire on Fort Jaekson with all the mortars, and with such
good effect that a mutiny soon broke out among the Confederate gunners,
many of whom, refusing to stay in the fort and he slaughtered uselessly, left

*

In a letter to the Editors, Rear-Aflmiral l\Ielaucton Smith, who commande,1 the MississiJipi,
says: "The Jlississippi proceeded with the fleet up
the river and was present at the engagement with
the Chalmette batteries. At 3 P. i\J. the same day,
when at ancho1· off New Orleans, I was ordered

to retum to the quarantine station (just above
Fort St. Philip) to look after the Louisia11a and to
cover the landing of the troops nuder General
Butler. Admiral Porter, seeing the Missigsippi the
morning after the fleet passed np, donlitless sup
posed it had remained at anchor below."-EDIT0RS.
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"CLIFTON'' ANO "WESTFIELD," ALTERED NEW YORK CITY FERRY BOATS

"OWASCO."

"HARRIET LANE."

)!OllTAlt-�TE.UIERS .\TTACKIXn THE \V.\TEH-B.\TTEHY OF I:Ull'f JACI,SOX,

their posts and went np tlw bnnk ont of range of onr shell. Those who
remained decliuecl to fight any longer. They ha(l Lorne without flinching a
terrible bomhanln1ent, aml their offieers had exposed themselves thronghont
the trying onleal with great courage; but it was now the opinion of all that
the fort shonld ho snrrernlered without fnrther loss of life. The mortars kept
np their firenntil lato in the evening, when their bomb-shells were all expended.
On the :26th instant I onlerecl the schooners to get nuder way, proceed to
Pilot Town, and fill np ·with ammunition. Six of them were ordered to cross
the bnr nml proeePd to the rear of Fort Jackson, and be rencly to open fire
when sigunlecl.
In the meantime ,rn kept rm eye npon the Lo11isia11a ancl the Oonfedernte
gnu-boats. Ou the :27th instant five mortar-vessels appeared in the rear of
Fort J�\ekson,,ancl the U. S. steamer .Jlimni commenced landing troops close
to Fort St. Ph1lip. �L1he garrison of Jackson wns still mutinous, refusing to
cl� cluty, and General Dnncan at midnight of the :28th sent nn officer on board
the HaJ'J'iet La11c to inform me of his readiness to capitulate. On the follow
ing da)' I proeeecled with nine gnn-boats np to Fort Jackson, under a flag of
trnce, and upon anival sent a boat for tho cormnanding officer of the river
defenses, and snch others as he might think proper to bring ·with him.
I recefred these offieers at the gangway, and treated them as brave men
who had defencled their trnsts "rith a conrnge worthy of all praise; and
thongh I knew that they felt mortified at having to surrender to what they
must have known was in some respects an inferior force, their bearing was
that of men who had gained a victory, instead of nndergoing defeat.
I knew nothing of the mutiny in the forts, or tho inconvenience to which
the people there were subjected; l was in total ignorance of what was
happening up the river, whether Farragut had sustained much damage in
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passmg the forts, or whether he had been able to get by the fonnidalJle
batteries at English rrurn. In any case I knew that it was important to
obtain possession of the forts as quickly as possible, and had pnipare<l terms
of capitulation, which were accepted by General Duncan and Lieutenant
Colonel Higgins. As we were about to sign the articles, I was quite surprised
to find that it was not expected that the vessels of ·war ,rnre to be inclmlecl
in the terms agreed to by the Confederate officers. ;t General Duncan told me
that he had no authority whatever over the naval vessels, arnl that, i11 fatt,
Cornmauder Mitche11, of the regular naval forces, hncl set the military
authorities at defiance. So I waived the point, being determined in my own
mind what I would do when the forts were in om· possession.
vVe were all sitting at the table on board the IIarrirt Lane, with the terms
of capitulation before us ; I had signed the paper, as had also Commander
Renshaw, of the TYes(/ield; aud Lientenant-Connnancling ,Vainwright, of the
IIarriet Lane, was about to follow our example, when he was suddenly ca11ed
on deck by one of his 9fficers. He retm·necl immediately, and informed rne
that the iron-clad Louisiana was in flames and was drifting down the river
toward the mortar-flotilla (steamers), through which there was not morn for
her to pass, as our vessels were anuhorecl within thirty yards of each other.
"This is sharp practice," I said to the Confederate officers, "bnt if you can
stand the explosion when it comes, we can. We will go on and finish the
capitulation." At the same time I gave Lieutenant Wainwright orders to
hail the vessel next to him and pass the word to each of the others to veer
to the end of their chains and be ready, by using steam, to sheer out of the
way of the Louisi((na if necessary, but not to leave their anchorage. Then I
handed the pen to General Duncan and Colonel Higgins, who coolly signed
their names in as hold a hand as if they were not momentarily in clanger of
being blown up. Then we all sat quietly awaiting the result. In a few
moments an explosion took plate that fairly shook ns all out of onr seats
nucl threw the Harriet Lan(' over on her side, but we finishetl the terms
of capitulation. rrhe Lo11isir1nu hncl blown up before reaching the flotilla.
rrhe Confederate officers severely condemned this performance, and assured
us that they did not feel responsible for an�"thing that the navy did, as it
was entirely under Commander l\Iitchell's control.
When I went on deck the Louisiana was nowhere to be seen, and not eYen
a ripple showed where she had gone clmn1. Thns we lost a powerful vessel,
which would have been of much use to us in our fnture operations.
.'I; :i\Iention is made in Commander Porter's letter
of April 2Gth to Lieut.-Colonel Higgins of the Con
federate vessels of war, for he says: "And the
vessels lying near the forts will be surrendered to
the United States Government." Lieut.-Colonel
Higgins replied on April 27th that he could then
entertain no proposition for a surrender; he did not
allude to the Confederate war vessels. The next
day he wrote as follows:
"HEADQUARTERS, FORTS JACKSO:,;' and ST. PHILIP,
April 28th, 18G2.- C0�l�IODORE DAVID D. PORTER,
United States Navy, Commanding l\lortar Fleet.-Sir:

Upon mature deliheration, it bas heeu tleeided to accept
the terrnK of snrren<ler of tllese fort�. under the eomli
tions offered by you in your letter of the 26th inst., nz.,
that the officerR and mcn shall be paroled- offieers retir
ing with their Ride-arms. We l.Jave uo f'ontrol over the
vesRels afloat. Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD IlIGG11'S, Lieutenant-Colonel Commanding.
Admiral Porter says in a recent note [Novem
ber, 1887] that he ne\'er received this letter. In
his official report, dated April 30th, 1SG2, he says:
•· On the 28th a flag of truce eame on board the Harriet
Lane proposing to snrrender Jackson and St. Philip on
the terms offered."
EDI'l'ORS.
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COlDIANDETI l'OTITisH TIECEJ"ITNG CONFEDERATE OFFICERS ON TIIE "IIATIRIET LANE."

General Duncan and his companions now left the Harriet Lenze and went
ou shore. In less than ten minutes after·wanl the Confederate flags were
hanl0d dow11, and both forts were delivered over to the officers appointed to
take possessi.011 of them. Our victory was not yet complete, however, for the
enemy's flag �till floated on the river, and my next duty lay in this direction.
When Commander l\Iitelrnll set fire to the Louisicurn, he trnusfeJTed his
officers and men to a rfrer steamer arn..l nm over to the opposite shore, a
mile abo-ve the forts. His movements had been reported to me, and as soon
as Ge11eral Duncan bad left the ship I gave orders for the Haffil.'t Lwie to
weigh anchor and beat to quarters, ,Ve steered directly for the vessel cany
iug l\Ii.tdrnll's flag, and the onler was given to fire at the flag-pole; but the
smoke was not ont of the gnu before the Confederate flag ,Yas hauled clown.
Lieutenant ,Vainwright was sent on board the enemy to take possession, and
was met by Commander l\Iitchell, who demanded the same terms as the
officers of the forts had receiYed. ! ,Vainwright informed him that no terms
! Commander �lite hell. in a eomrnunication to the Editors, states thn t "no such ,lemaml was made,
but . . . the right to be treatetl as prisoners of war was clnime,l.'' - EDITORS.
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would be granted him or hiR officers, that he and they would he hrld as dose
prisoner · to answer for viobting the sanctity of a flag of truce, and that they
would all be sent to the North. l\Iitchell at once wrote me a letter rclicvi1w
all the officers ( except three or fonr) from the odium of luwing set firL• to th�
Louisirul({, and thns endangering the Union veRsels while nuder a fing of truce.
I sent the prisonel's up to ]'lag-Officer Fnnagnt, to he disposed of as he
thought best, and that was the encl of tho affair. rrho forts were onrs, the
city was ours, and the river was open and free all thl' way np to Now Orleans.
After the battle tho officer· of the Confederate army complained greatly of
Commander 1\Iitchell's behn;\'ior, saying, firf-t, that he had failed to (•ooperatc
heartily with the land forces; secondly, that he had not made good use of
the Lo11i.'iru1a (as for as I can learn she was not roafly for action when tbe
fleet passed np, and I am of the opinion that had she been properly managed,
she might haYe thrown onr fleet into confusion); thinlly, that ho bad failed
to ignite and send down all the fire
rafts that were under his charge, at the
proper time to meet our fleet as it
came up· the river. He hall quite a
number of these tied up to the bank,
and it can well be imagined what the
effect of millions of burning pine
knots on thirty or forty rnfts would
have been, when it is remembered hmY
seriously the Har(forrl was endangered
by one of those \Yhich were actually
sent.�
After all the defenses were in our
power, I sent a steamer down to the bar
and brought up one of General Butler's
ships, on board of which wns General
Phelps with one or two reginw11ts of in
CIIAJ:LES F. )lclNTO�ll, CO)DL\1'1>1HL OF Tilt,
fantry, who took possession of tho forts.
"LOUISIANA." FRO)I A PilOTOGR.\PH.
} It is but just to say that Counna111ler Mitchell
aud the other Confederate naval officers denied
that they bad any intention of endangering the
Uuiou vessels, or that they were guilty of auy
"sharp practice" in destroyiug the Louisiana.
They were put in close confiuemeut at Fort War
ren, Boston harbor; but on making the above
representations to the Secretary of the NaYy they
were treated as ordinary prisoners of war. A Con
federate naval court of inquiry aftenvard investi
gated and approved the COl.l(lnct of Commander
l\1itchell. The following extract from the letter
from Lieutenant Whittle, quoted on page 48, bears
on the point in question: "Ou the morning of the
24th, when Farragut's fleet passed, the work ou
the propellers was still incomplete, aud so our ves
sel was only an immovable floating battery. Wbeu,
ou the morning of April �8th, the work was fin-

ishecl, and we were about to test the pfliciency of
the motive power, ,vc were notified by General Dun
can, commanding Forts J acksou aucl St. Philip, that
be had accepted the terms of capitulation offered
by Commander Porter and before rejecte.-l. As the
Lo11i.�ir111<t was uot included in the smTemler, and
Commander Porter's fleet was comi11g up under a
flag of truce, iu answer to a flag of truce from the
forts, a council of war decided to destroy the Louisi
ana, and I was dispatched by Commander Mitchell
to notify Commau<ler Porter that although we bad
tlone what we could to drown the rnagaziue and the
charges in the guns, our hawsers might buru, aud
the Louisiana drift down among bis Yessels. \Yhlle
on my way to clelh·er this message the Louisiana
blew up. I continued. howeYer, all(] cleliYered the
me sage in person to Commander D. D. Porter on
board his flag-ship, the Harriet Lane." -EDITORS.
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EXPLOSION OF THE CONFEDERATE HA11, "LOUISIANA."

Farragut's vessels were only struck twenty-three times in their hulls by
shots from Fort Jackson, while they received their great damage from Fort
St. Philip, as appears from the official reports. This shows how difficult it
was for the Confederate gunners in the former work to fight while enduring
the terrible pounding of the mortars. There can be no doubt that thefr fire
prevented a greater loss of life in the Federal fleet aml materially assistefl
to"·ard the final result. Our total loss in the fleet was-killed, 37; wonndecl,
1-17. The ships which suffered most were the Pe11saco1((, 37; Erook1y n, 35; and
Iroquois, ::!8.
,Yhen the snn rose on the Federal fleet the morning· after tho fight, it shone
on smiling faces, even among those who were suffering from their wounds.
Farragut received the congratulations of his officers with the same imper
turbability that he had exhibited all through the eventful battle; and while
he showecl great freling for those of his men who had been killed or wounded,
he clitl not waste time in vain regrets, bnt made the signal, "Pnsh on to New
Orleans." The fact that he had won imperishable fame did not seem to occur
to him, so intent were his thoughts on following up his great victory to
the end.
-
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FROM A PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN IN VIRGINIA IN 1864,

JIIAJOR-GJ.;NERAL BENJAllllN F. BUTLER, IN COJIDIAND OF THE lll lLlTARY l'ORCES 01>' TIIE
NEW ORLEAKS EXPEDITION,
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ASPECT Of" FORT JACKSON IN

1885,

FROM THE SUMMIT OF THE

LEVEE LOOKING S(?UTH FROM THE RIVER.

THE "BROOKLYN" AT THE PASSAGE OF THE FORTS.
DY CO;\Jl\IANDER JOHN TIL'SSELL BARTLETT, L". S. N.

F

R01\1 Febrnary �cl to l\1arch 7th, 186:3, the United States steamer Brooklyn,
Captain Thomas rr. Craven, was engaged in blockading Pass a l'Outre,
one of the mouths of the JUississippi River. It is impossible to describe
the mouotouy of the life on hoard ship during this period. Most of the time
there was a dense fog, so thick that we conld not see the length of the ship.
The fog colledetl in the rigging, :md there -Yvas a constant chipping from aloft
like rain, -which kept the decks wet and made things generally nncomfortable.
No news was received from the North, and our waiting and watching seemed
endless. ,Ve had our rnntine of drill each clay, bnt nothing to talk about.
Our only excitement wns the lookout at the main-topgallant cross-tree, who
was above the fog-bank, shouting "Smoke h-oo ! " It was a great relief to
shont through the cleck-trnmpet, ",Vhere away 1" hnt the answer vrns always
the same,-" Up the river, sir!" Days and weeks weut by, and the smoke
came no nearer. Once only, on Febrnary 24th, it came ont of the river, and we
had an exciting chase of n, blocka.de-rnnner, following her for miles, ·with an
officer aloft com1ing the ship by the smoke seen above the fog·; we cnptnred
the chase, which proved to be the steamer J.llaguoli(I, ,Yith 1200 bales of cotton.
At last the spell wa · broken, for on the 7th of J\Iarch the Hartford and
PPusarola anivecl with Cnptain D. G. Farragut, then flag-officer commanding
the ,Yest Gnlf Blockading Squadron, and we learned that we were going to
open the l\Iississippi River.
I had never mot Farragut, but had heard of him from officers who were
with him in the Brookly11 on her previous crnise. He had been represented
as a, man of most determined will and character- a man who "·onlcl assume
a.ny responsibility to accomplish necessary ends. I saw a great deal of him at
the Road of the Pnsses and after we passed the forts. Often, when I came on
board the 1-Iartfonl with a message from the captain of the Brookl_1;i1, Farra
gnt sent me somewhern to carry an order or to do certain dnty. I was mnch
impressed with his energy and activity and his promptness of decision and
action. He had a winning smile and a most charming manner and was jovial
and talkative. He prided himself ou his agility, and I remember his telling
56
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me once that be always tm·ned a handspring on his biTthclay, and should not
consider that he was getting old until he was unable to do it. The officers
who had the good fortune to be immediately associated with him seemed
to worship him. He had determination and clash in execution, but in
planning and organizing he appeared to want method. He showed me
one clay an old envelope containing memoranda, and said that that was all
the record or books that he kept. He had, however, the good fortune to have
on his staff two of the best organizers and administrators of detail in the
service,-Captaius Henry H. Bell at New Orleans and Percival Drayton at
l\Iohile.
On the 15th of JUarch we began to congregate at the Head of the Passes,
and at this time the energy and activity of the flag-officer made themselves
felt. ,Ve lay here several ,veeks preparing our
ships for the coming action, drilling the crews,
fhing at targets, and getting in provisions and
coal. Farragut was about the fleet from early
dawn nntil dark, and if any officers or men
had not spontaneous enthusiasm he certainly
infused it into them. I have been on the morn
ing watch, from 4 to 8, when he would row
alongside the ship at 6 o'clock, either hailing
to ask how we ,vere getting along, or, perhaps,
climbing over the side to see for himself. One
sEcT10x nF c11.ux .\n,wr: rucEn oN T1rn
of the preparations that we made at the Head
SIDE UF THE" BROOKLYN" TO PROTECT
of the Passes was to hang the chain-cables
uEr: BOILE1:s. FR0)1 A sKETcn LEl\"T
BY co3rnANDER BARTLETT.
along each side, abreast of the engine and
boilers. A jack-stay, or iTon rod, was fastened by means of eye-bolts
to the ship's side about eight feet abm'e the water, and one of the chain
cables in bights was suspended to it aucl fastened with spun yarn. The
links of the eahle ,vere of iron an inch and a half in diameter, and each
strand, or bight, was lapped over the next, the links fitting between each
other so that it made an almost continuous coat of mail. It extended about two
feet uelow the water-line. Around the steam-clrum, which rose five foet above
the berth-deck, sand-hags were piled, aud the sick-bay, in the bow, was filled
solid with hawsers and rigging, taken from the hold, which had been cleared
to form a hospital for the surgeon. Everything was arranged for the con
venience of the surgeon in attending the wonnded. At the main hatch a
cot-frame was rigged and slung from two davits so that the wounded men
could be lowered to the berth-deck and thence carried to the surgeon in the
forehold. A howitzer was placed in the foretop and one in the maintop. A
large kedge-anchor was hung to the main brace bnmkin on each quarter,
with a havrner attached, to be nsed whenever it beearne necessary to turn the
ship suddenly.
There was eonsiderable delay in getting the larger vessels over the bar and in
filling up with ammunition and coal. At last, on April 16th, Farragut steamed
up with the fleet and anchored jnst below the point where Porter's mortar-
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AD�IIRAL DAVID D. PORTER, IN CO�IMAND OF TIIE �IORTAR-FLEET AT :FORTS JACKSON AND
ST. PHILIP. :FROJI A PIIOTOGRAPII.

vessels, or, as the sailors used to call them, the "bummers," had taken their
position and had made ready to open fire upon the forts. Admiral Porter
has described in this 1York the part taken by these vessels in the opening of
the lower l\Iississippi. I can vouch for the accuracy of their aim, for I used
to sit on the cross-trees all clay, when not on duty, seeing the shells fall into
the fort and witnessing the havoc they made in it.
We had plenty of occupation while anchored below the forts, and as an
accompaniment one of the mortars was fired every half minute all day. It
was trying work for the poor fellows on the mortar-schooners, for when their
mortar was fired, all of them were obliged to go aft and stand on tiptoe with
open months to r�ceive the concussion. The powder blackened everything,
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and the men looked like negroes. At intervals fire-rafts came down. The fiTSt
one caused much alarm, and we prepared to slip our cable and get out of the
way. The rafts were immense flat-boats with wood piled loosely twenty feet
high and saturated with tar and resin, and the flame from them would rise a
hundred feet into the air. They certainly looked dangerous, but they were set
adrift only one at a time and otherwise were so badly managed that in a little
while they merely served to amuse us. The fleet lay under the point on the
right bank, and the rafts would tend to the left bank with the strength of the
current, and so pass harmlessly by or ground on the bank. Others caught in the
obstructions and failed to come clown. Sometimes boats from the ships were
sent to help tow them away. If there had been any one man to direct the
enemy's operations, and so secure concert of action, we should have fared badly;
for half a dozen rafts chained together and pushed into position by their gun
boats wonlcl have made havoc "''i.th the fleet. One night five rafts were sent
down, one of which had been towed over to the right bank and came almost
directly into the fleet; the TVes�(iehl made for it and pushed it out into the
stream; but it came so near that even with hose playing on the side and
rigging the Brooklyn's paint was badly blistered.
The forts kept np a continual fire from their rifle-guns, and now and then a
shell would pass uncomfortably near the ship. To keep down this fire as
much as possible, and thus protect the mortar-vessels, one of the smaller sloops
or two of the gun-boats were kept under way. They would steam up to the
west bank nuder cover of the trees and suddenly shoot out into the stream
and open fire with their 11-inch pivots, and then drift down-stream. As they
were always in rapid motion, it was difficult for the gunners in the forts to hit
them; still, a mun ber of men were wounded. J
On the �3d, after five days of continual firing, Commander Porter informed
the flag-officer that his men were worn out from want of sleep and rest, and
that his ammunition was nearly expended. The obstructions, which hadformed
an apparently impassable barrier, had now been overcome. The opening of a
passage through the hulks [see p. 38] was one of the most daring feats of the
war, and here again the want of concert among the independent floating com
mands of the enemy led him to neglect the protection of what was really his
main reliance for defense. The only cause for delay was now removed. Coun
cils of war were held on board the Hartford every day chll'ing the bombard
ment, and the plan of running by the forts was fully discussed. Some of the
captains thought it suicidal and believed that the whole fleet would be annihi
lated; others, that perhaps one or two vessels might get by, but they would be
sunk by the rams. All this time Farragut maintained that it must and should
he done, even if half the ships were lost. A final council was called on the
afternoon of the 23d, and it was decided to attempt the passage that night. t
/ 'l'herc were none killed in the sloops or gnn- a fall from the mast-head on board the Katalidin.
1,oats in the bombardment preceding the battle. J. R.. B.
;t In July, 1861, I was on board the steam frigate
Twenty-four men were wounded, including one on
hoard the schooner Kmfolk Packet. Two deaths .Mississippi when she made a visit to the South
ttre reported April 18th - �4th, one of them on west Pass, and having been sent to the I'01rlrnta11,
board the mortar-schooner Arletta, and one by commanded by Lieutenant D. D. Porter, near by, I

•

THE "BROOKLYN" AT THE PASSAGE OF THE FORTS.

61

The present article is intended merely as a personal narrative of the pas age
of the forts as seen from the deck of the Brookly n. This vessel was a flush
deck sloop-of-war, c�rrying 22 9-inch guns, 1 80-ponuder Dahlgren rifle, and I
30-ponnder Parrott rifle. A small poop-deck extended about fifteen feet from
the taffrail, and under this were the steering-wheel and binnacles. I was a
midshipman on board doing lieutenant's duty, having charge of a regular
watch and in command of a division of
guns. l\Iy division consisted of 4 guns
(2 guns' crews) at the after end of the
ship. The guns were numbered in pairs
10 and 11. The No. 11 gun on the star
board side was shifted over to the port
side under the poop-deck, and both
the No. 11 guns were manned by the
marines. It was expected that our prin
cipal work would be with our port bat
tery diroctod against Fort Jackson on
the right bank. J\Iy two cre�rn manned
the No. 10 gun on each side, and also
prepared to man the 30-pounder on the
poop if occasion should require. On
each side of the poop there was a lad
der to the main deck. While steaming
up to the hulks and until it was neces- nEAt:-AD)lmAL TIIO)IAS T. CRAVE:-:, 1:-- CO)D[A:,;n OF
T111:: "nnooli:Lu" .AT :-:Ew oRLEA:-.-s.
sary for rne to be at my guns, I stood
Fl:O)I A PHorncR.\rn.
on the port ladder with my head above
the rail, where I could watch our approach to the forts, and I mounted this
ladder several times to see what was going on as we advanced.
On the poop were Captain Craven, l\Iid. hipman Jolm Anderson, who had
volunteered a few clays before from the 1II011tgomery, which did not take
part in the action, Captain's Clerk J. G. Swift., afterward a graduate of ,Vest
Point and a lieutenant in the army, and two quartermasters. There was a
small piece of ratline tuff carried around the poop, about waist-high. Cap
tain Craven stood at the forward edge of the poop with his hands on this line,
and did uot move during the whole passage. I had the good fortune during
the war to serve with many brave commanders, but I have never met in the
service, or out of it, a man of snch consnmrnate coolness, such perfect apparent
indifference to danger as Admiral Cra-ven. As I write, I hear the ad news of
his death.
At :2 o'clock on the morning of the 24th two red ligh_ts were hoisted at the
peak of the flag-ship as a signal to get under way. All lrnncls had been on
deck since midnight to see that everything about the tleck aud guns was
walked up and down the quarter-deck with the
commandiIJg officer. He wn.s very much exaspcrated that the department at \Yashington delayed
sending vessels of proper draught to enter the river,
and said that if he had half a dozen good vessels

he would undertake to run by the forts :rncl cap
ture :Xew Orleans. Admiral Porter has already
recounted in this work the prominent, part that
he took in the opening of the l\fo,si:;sippi, and I
therefore omit fmther reference to it.-J. R. B.
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TUE COURSE OF TUE "BROOKLYN" IN THE PASSAGE OF THE FORTS.
FRO�! A DRAWING LENT BY CO�IMANDER J. R. BARTLETT.

B-Brooklyn, and eom·8e taken.

II-liar/ford agronnd.

J\1-Jlanassas ramming the Brooklyn.

ready for action, and when the decks were wet down and sanded, it really
began to look as if we were going to have some pretty hot business on our
hands. The anchor ·was hove np with as little noise as possible, and at half
past � we steamed off, following the Har(f'orrl toward the entrance to the
opening which had been made in the obstructions. The Confederates opened
fire about 3 o'clock, when the adYanco division came in sight and range of the
forts, and as we passed ahead of the mortar-vessels we also came in range;
but the forts were so far ahead that we could not bring our broadside guns to
bear. For twenty minntos we stood silent beside the guns, with the shot
and shell from Forts St. Plrilip and Jacksou passing over us and bursting
everywhere in the air. As we came to the obstruction the water-battery on
the Fort Jackson side opened a most destructive fire, and here the Erooklyn
received her first shot. \Ve gave the water-battery a broadside of grape.
With our own smoke and the smoke from the vessels immedia�ely ahead, it
was impossible to direct the ship, so that we missed the opening between the
hulks and brought up on the chain. ,Ve dropped back and tried again; this
time the clrnin broke, but we swung alongside of one of the hulks, and the
stream-anchor, hanging on the starboard quarter, caught, tore nlong the hulk,
and then parted its lashings. The cable secured us just where the Confeder
ates had the range of their guns, but somebody ran up with an axe and cut
the hawser, and we began to steam np the 1-i-ver.! A few moments later there
was a sudden jar, and the engines stopped. rrhe propeller had no doubt
struck some hard object, bnt no one knew the cause of the stoppage ; and as
Craven cnlled out, " Starn1 by the starboard anchor," and a fatal pause under
! I went on the poop to help clear the hawser, and looke,1 arouu<l for my classmate Anderson. He
must have been knocked overboard bv a shot when we first came to the obstructions. The anchor on
the port quarter was lJroken off close to the stock at this point by a shot from Fort Jackson.-J. R. B.
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the enemy's fire seemed imminent, a thrill of alarm ran through the ship.
The alarm was groundless, however, as no injnry was done, and presently
the engines started again, and the ship moved 011.
There were many fire-rafts, and these and the flashing of the guns and
bursting shells made it almost as light as day, but the smoke from the pass
ing fleet was so thick that at times one could see nothing ten feet from the
ship. "\Vhile entangled with the rafts, the Brooklyn was hulled a number of
times; one shot from Fort Jackson struck the rail just at the break of the
poop and went nearly across, plowing ont the deck in its course. Another
struck Barney Sands, the signal quartermaster, and cnt his body almost in
two. The first lieutenant, Lowry, corning along at the time, inquired who it
was, and understanding the response to be "Bartlett," instead of "Barney,"
he passed the word that he had sent down "all that was left of poor Bartlett."
As he came on deck and was abont in all parts of the ship during the fight,
he gave the men news of the progress of the fight and of the casualties, and
for once I was completely out of existence.
The ship was now clear of the hulks and steamed np the river, throwing
shells and shrapnel into Fort Jackson as fast as the guns could be loaded
and fired. ,vhen just abreast of the fort a shot struck the side of the port
of No. 9 gnu on the port side, and at the same time a
shell burst directly over the gun. The first captain's
head was cnt off and nine of the gun's crew were
wounded. I was standing amidships between the
two No. 10 gnus, and was struck on the back by the
splinters and thro-w11 to the deck. I was on my feet
in a moment and tnrned to my port gun. There
were only two men standing at it, the first loader and
the fil'St sponger, who were leaning against the side of
the ship: the others were all flat on deck, one of them
directly in the rear of the �£:nn. The �2:nn had J·nst been STAl\"D TO HOLD GRAPE,"u.)1r-rosTs" nY THE
load ed, and I pnlled this man to one side, clear of the cALLED
COXFEDERATES. (SEEP. 65.)
recoil, and fired the gun, It was a time \\·hen every
one felt that he must do something. After the discharge of the gun the men
on the deck got np and enme to their plaees. None of them were seriously
hurt. The captain of the gnu found a pieee of shell inside his cap, which
did not even scratch his head; another piece went through my coat-sleeve.
Just after passing Fort Jackson we saw a bright glare ou the starboard
quarter, and a moment after Captain Craven said, in his deep .bass Yoice,
" One bell!" (to slo" down), and then, "Two bells!" (to stop her). I \\'ent
up the poop ladder, and there in plain sight on the left bank, just below Fort
St. Philip, was the 1-Iartford, with a fire-raft alongside and with flames
rnnninO'
on the tarred ro1)e to the mast-head. The tng
b 111) the riO'o·ino·
b
bb
JJlosher was near by, but I did not see the ram JJia1wssas. It was evidently
_
Craven's intention when he saw Farragut's trouble to go to lns resene. As
the engine stopped, the Brooklyn dropped down, her head swinging to star
board, nntil she was ou a line between Fort Jackson and the Hartford. The
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fort immediately opened fire on the Brooklyn with renewed energy, aucl she
would have been blown out of the water had not the enemy aimed too high
and sent the shot throngh the rigging, boats, and hammock-nettings, many of
them just clearing the rail. The port battery ,vas manned, and shell and
shrapnel were fired as fast as the guns could be loaded. The Brooklyn
remained nuder the fire of Fort Jackson until Craven saw Farragut free from
the fire-raft, and then she steamed ahead. This was one of the coolest and
bravest acts that I saw during the war, but it was not mentioned in any
official report or newspaper account at the time. In fact, the Brooklyn's pas
sage of the forts was hardly noticed by the newspaper correspondents, as
Craven bad old-fashioned ideas and would allow no reporters on hoard. I
am glad, e-.,ren at this late elate, that I can put on record this net of heroism.
As the Hartford lay aground with the fire-raft alongside, her crew were at
their work, and I saw the flag-officer distinctly on the port side of the poop look
ing toward ns. From this point the Brooklyn steamed ahead, toward Fort St.
the firemen were called away, and with the energy of
despair rnshecl aft to the quarter-deck. The flames,
lik<' so many fnrkc<I tougnes of bi�siug serpents, were
picrPing the air in a frightful manner that �truck terror
"No sooner lrnd Farragut giYeu the order 'IIard-a to all hearts. As I crossed from the Rtarhoard to the
port,' thau tile current gayc ti.JC ship n hroa,l sheer, aud port side of the deck, r passe,l close to Farragut, who,
her lulws wcut lrnrd up on n mm! l>aulL As the firc-rnft as lie lookerl forward aml tool, in the Ritnation, clasperl
cmnc agailrnt the port iside of the ship, it hccnme en,el bis bamls l1igb in air, and exclaimed, · l\Ty God, is it to
ope,1 in 1lamPS. W11 were so near to the shore that from end in this way!' Fortunately it was uot to em! as it at
the howsprit we con Ill reach the tops of the hushes, arnl that instant seemed, for just then l\Jaster',-; l\Iate AllPn,
snf'h a short ,listnnce aho,e Fort St. Philip that we with tbP lrnsP in his hand, jnmperl into the mizwn
co111<1 rlistinetly bPar the gurnwr,-; in the f'asemates gi,e rigging, and tho isheet of flame sncc1m1hed to a sheet of
their ol'llers; arnl as tlH'Y saw Farrngnt's flag at the water. It was lmt the rlry paint on tl1P shiJl'S side that
mizzen, by the bright light, they firccl with frightful made the threatening flanw, wl!ieh went down before
l':l]li<lity. Fortmrntcly tl1ey did 110t make Rnffieicnt the fierce attack of the firemen as rapidly as it bad
allowanee for onr close proximity, nrnl the iroll hail Rprm1g up. As the flames diecl away the engines were
11asserl over 0111· lrnlwarks. doinp; hnt little damage. On haf'.kerl • barrl,' and, as if providentially, the ram Mmws
the rleck of the isbip it waR hrigbt as uoornlay, lrnt ont sas [mistake: sec p. 90] strnPI, the Rhip a lilow under tl1e
ow•r tlrn maieRtic riYer, wlwre the srnolre of many gnus counter, which :shoved her :stern in agninst the bank.
was intensified bythat of tlrn pine-knots of the fi1•e-raftR, ean�ingherbow to :slip off. The ship was again free; and
it was rlark as tho hlacl,Pst midnight. For a moment it a, loud, Rpoutanemrn eheer rent the air, as the crew
lookP<l as tbongb the flag-ship was iucleed doomed, Jmt rushed to their guns with renewed energy." EDITORS.

} Commarnler Albert Kautz, who was at this
time lieutenant on the IIar(/1ml, in a letter to the
Editors thus <lescribes this memorable seene:
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Philip, and passed close to the fort, firing grape from the starboard battery.
When she first came abreast of the fort there ·was a long blaze of musketry
from the parapet, but it soon stopped when she got to ,York.\ ,Ve were
at this time less than one hundred feet from the bank, and the Jfartford had
passed ahead. The barbette guns of the fort not being depressed sufficiently,
we received no damage while passing, but we were so close that the pow
der scorched the faces aud clothes of the men. A bullet entered the port
of No. 1 gun and struck Lieutenant James O'Kane, who had charge of the
first division, in the leg. He fell to the deck, but would not allow himself to
be carried below until he had himself fired two of the brnadsicle guns into
Fort St. Philip. But the most uncomfortable position on board the ship,
during this part of the engagement,
was that of the quartermaster, Thomas
Hollins, who stood in the starboard
main chains, heaYing the lead and
calling out the soundings. '11 he out
side of the ship near him w·as com
pletely peppered w·ith bullets, and
the flames from the enemy's guns
seemed almost to reach him; still he
stood coolly at his post, and when
abreast of the fort he was heard call
ing out, " Only thiTteeu feet, sir."
FonT 8T. P1-1rur DuR1xo THE Esr.AGE)!ENT.
As we imssed clear of Fort St. PhiliI), 8EcT10x oFTHE
DETAILS OF TIIE FORT I>RAWX
FRo)r .-\ PrroToGRArn.
Captain Craven gave orders to load
the starboard battery with olid shot. He had seen the iron-clad Louisiana,
moored just above the fort. She gave us one or two shots, but when w·e came
directly abeam of her, she closed her port shutters and received our broad
side. We could hear om· shot strike against her iron sides. We gave but
one broadside and then sheered out into the riYer. A 9-inch , hell, fired by
the Louisiana, struck the Brool.·lyn about a foot above the water-line, on the
starboard side of the cntwater, near the wood ends, forced its way for three
feet through the dead-wood and timbers, and remained there. At New
Orleans this shot was cut ont, and it was found that in their lnuTy the gun
ners had neglected to remove the lead patch from the fuse, so that the shell
{:lid not explode. Had it clone so it would have blown the whole bow off,
and the Brooklyn would have goue to the bottom.
As we swung ont into the current and steamed up the river, we began to see
the vessels ahead fighting with th Confederate gnu-boats, and a few moments
later the cry came aft, " A steamer coming down on our port how." ,Ve could
fsee two smoke-stacks and the black , moke from them. I took a look from
the poop ladder, and saw a good-sized river steamer coming clown 011 ns,
crowded with men on her forward deck, as jf ready to board. The order had
\ I ,vas aftel'wartl in charge of a boat from the the "infernal lamp-posts" that we fu·ed; that the
Brooklyn which landed the paroled Confederate fort was full of tlrnm. These were the stands thathelcl
prisoners at New Orleans, and they said that t.he the grape - cylinders attached to a cast-fron base,
grape came like rain, but that the worst of all were around which the grape-shot are secured.-J. R. B.
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THE "IlJ:OOKLYN" ATTACliED BY TIIE CONFEDERATE R,DI "MANASSAS."

The .Jlmwssas was <lcRcribed by be1· comUJauder, Lientemmt Warley, a;," a tng-hont thnt brul been eon,erted
into a rnUJ, coverecl wit.h half-inch iron, and bncl a 32ponnclcr cnrronade; her crew <'nnsistccl of tbirty-fl,e
11er"on;;, officers aml men. She was perforated in the
flght ll,\' shot arnl slwll as if she hnd hccn made of paper."
.Atlllliml l\Ielaueton Smith tilns describes bis enconnter with the mm: "Having cliscon,re<l the Jlanassas
stealing up aloug tlw Rt. Philip Ri<lo of the river behind me, I signaled Farragut for perUJissiou to attack,

w!Jieh was gi,eu. The :Mississippi turuecl in UJill-stre:un
nml trietl tu run ,lown the rmn, harely missing her, but
driving Iler asbore, when her crew escaped, flre,l at hy
Uie Kineo, whiuh hatl not yet nuchorccl. The ram·s
engines were found to be still in motion, bnt the ap
proaeb of a Jmruiug wreck eornpellecl me to abandon the
idea of att:iching a hawser. Her mae!Jinery was de
stroyeu by my boats, an<l after receiving a hroadsido or
two from tho Mississippi, she floated down the river iu
flarnl's an<l JJlew up."

already been given, " Stand by to repel boarders," and to load with shrapnel ;
the fuses ·were cut to bnrn one second. As she approached, Craven gave the
vessel a sheer to starboard, and we began with No.1 gun, the guns aft follow
ing in quick succession, the shells bnrsting almost immediately as they left
the guns. 'l1lrnre was a rush of steam, shrieks from the people on board the
steamer, ancl, when it came time for my No. 10 gnu to fire, the steamer was
lost in the smoke. '.rhis was the only one of the river flotilla which we
encountered or fired into. Just after om· engagement with this steamer, a
column of black smoke, which came from the dreaded JJianassas, was seen on
the starboard side, ancl the cry was passed along by men who were looking
ont of the ports, "'J.1he ram, the ram!" Craven called out, "Give her four
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bells! Put yom· helm hard-a-starboard ! " Then I saw the smoke-stacks
of the llfanassas and the flash from her gun, and the next moment I was
nearly thrown on the deck by the concussion, caused by her striking us just
amidships. The ram was going full speed bnt against the cmTent, and, with
our helm to starboard, the blow was not at right angles to mu keel, though
nearly so. I ran to the No. 10 port, the gnu being in, and looked out, and
saw her almost directly alongside. A man came out of her little hatch aft,
and ran forward along the port side of the deck, as far as the smoke-stacks,
placed his hand against one, and looked to see what damage the ram had clone.
I saw him turn, fall over, and tumble into the water, but did not know at the
moment what caused his sudden disappearance, until I asked the quarter
master, who was leadsman in the chains, if be had seen him fall.
"Why, yes, sir," said he, "I saw him fall overboard,- in fact, I helped him;
for I hit him alongside of the head with my hand-lead."
No guns were fired at the ram from the starboard battery; all the crews a
moment before had been at the port guns. As the lllanassas drifted by
I Tan up on the poop, calliug the gun's crew with me, to see if I could hit her
with the 30-pounder Parrott, but we were unable to depress it sufficiently, at
its high elevation, to bring it to bear before she was lost to sight in the smoke.
The shot which she had fired came through the chain and planking, above the
berth-deck, through a pile of rigging placed against the ship's side, and just
entered the sand-bags placed to protect the steam-drum.
A few moments after this incident a vessel passed on our starboard side,
not ten feet from us, and I could see through the port the men loading a
pivot gun. She was directly abreast of No. 10 gnu and I took the lock-string
to fire, when a cry came from on board the vessel, "Don't fire, it is the
Iroquois!" At the same moment, Lieutenant Lowry also shouted from near
the mainmast, "Don't fire!" Seeing the black smoke pouring from her
stack, and noticing that it was abaft the mainmast, I called to Captain Craven,
"It can't be the Iroquois ! It is not one of our vessels, for her smoke-stack is
abaft her mainmast!" Captain Craven, however, repeated the order, "Don't
fire!" and I obeyed. I was sure it was one of the Confederate gun-boats, but
it was my duty to obey orders, and thus the Confederate gun-boat llicRae
escaped being sunk by the Brooklyn; for the gun had been depressed, and a
9-inch shell would have gone through her deck and out below the water-line.
Just after leaving Fort St. Philip a shot came in on the starboard quarter
and went across the deck, taking off a marine's head and wounding three
other men. Lieutenant Lowry came along about this time, and I heard him
report to Captain Craven that Lieutenant O'Kane had been wounded. Craven
directed him to put me in charge of the First Division, to which Lowi·y
answered:
"I sent poor Bartlett down below half an hour ago cut in two."
"Oh, no, you did not," said Craven; "he is on deck close to yon."
Lowry turned and was as much surprised as if he had seen a ghost, and told
me to run forward and take charge of the First Division. There had been ter
rible havoc here. The powder-man of the pivot gun had been struck by a
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shell, which exploded and blew him liter
ally to atoms, and parts of his body were
scattered all over the forecastle. The gun
was disabled, a primer having broken off
in the vent; but there was nothing to fire
at, as all the vessels that we passed had
been run on the bank and either set on
fire or deserted. It was now almost day
light, and we could see the crews of the
deserted boats running for cover to the
woods a little way back. Shortly after,
the Brooklyn came np with the other ves
sels and anchored near a point where
there had been an encampment of troops.
They only remained long enough to land
and bury the dead. The commanding
officers assembled on board the Hartford
to offer theiT congratulations to the flag
officer.
About the time that the Brooklyn ar•
nEAn-AnnirnAL CHARLES S- BOGG>', AT NEW
rived
at quarantine the 11'iranassas was seen
oRLEANs rn cmn1.\ND oF THE .. vAnuNA.''
Fnmr A PnoToGRAPII.
steaming up the river, and Farragut made
signal to the 1llississipp i to attack her. [See note, p. 66.] She ran clown
toward her, but the llla11({ssas sheered toward the left bank and ran her nose
ashore. ,Vhen the JJiississipp i opened fire upon her, the crew poured out of
the little hatch aft, ran along the deck, and jumped on shore and over the
levee i.nto the swamp beyond.
The fleet steamed up the river during the afternoon of the 24th until dark,
and then came to anchor. Nothing of importance occurred during the passage.
Soon after midnight a great blaze of light was seen up the river, and fearing
fire-rafts, all the vessels got under way, and remained so until daylight, when
they proceeded np the river toward New Orleans. At 6 o'clock we passed
a large vessel loaded with cotton on fire, and at 7: 30 passed two more in the
same condition. Arrived at Chahnettez. fonr miles below the city, "\,e found
that batteries had been erected on both banks, armed with field-pieces. A
few broadsides made the troops leave their guns and disperse into the coun
try. The Brooklyn fired 21 shells from the SO-pound Dahlgren into the battery
011 the left bank and a couple of broadsides into that on the right.
The fleet steamed on to the city, passing close to the levees, which were
swarming with people. They were simply a howling mob. The Confederate flags
wero flying about the city, and we passed so close-not more than two hundred
feet from the bank-that the people called out abusiYe names and shouted at
us in derision. In the French quarter there was apparently some disturb
ance, and a body of troops was seen firing a volley into the crowd. As the
ship arrived abreast of the Custom-house and anchored off Canal street,
a pouring rain came down, but even this did not seem to reduce the erowd.
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Soon after we had anchored, blu·ning steamers, barges, and other Yessels loaded
with cotton came drifting d°''"ll on fire. Among the burning ves els was
the Confederate iron-clad 1llississippi. It seemed the purpose of the mob to
destroy eYerything. During the night the city ,,,.as set on fu·e in a dozen
different places, and there wns a continual ringing of fu·e-alarm bells.
The next clay we steamed up the riYer, as obstructions and batteries had been
reported abo,'e the city. �..Vl the fortifications were deserted, but an immense
raft was fom1d lying along the left bank. This was made of fom· logs lnshed
together side by side, with a heavy chain extending their whole length. It had
been the intention of the Confederates to stretch this boom across the riYer to
prevent Foote and his flotilla from reaching New Orleans. The barrier looked
formidable as it lay under the riYer-bank, but when the Confederates had
finished their work they could not get the raft across the river on account of
the c1uTent. They made the lower encl fast to the bank, and with three steam
boats took the upper end and endeaYored to reach the opposite bank, but the
huge structure was more than they could manage, and the current swept it
down the river with such force that it broke, drifted from the steamers, and
swung around against the bank and so proved a failure.*
On the day after the passage of the forts, it was noticed that the Brookly J1
leaked more than usual, but not enough to giYe any alarm, as the steam
pumps were able to keep her free, and in the course of a few days the leak
diminished. It was not until the coal in the starboard bunker had been
used up and the side of the ship was uncovered that we realized what a
blow she had received from the .LliaJ1assas.
.
On the outside the chain had
been driven its depth into the planking, and on the inside, for a length
of five feet or more, the planking was splintered and crushed in. The only
thing that prevented the prow of the "iJiaJ1assas from sinking us "as the fact
that the bunker was full of coal.
The wound gaYe no trouble so long as we remained in the river, as the mud
held in suspension in the riYer water filled up all the interstices between the
fibers of the wood. ""W hen we went out to sea and rolled about a little,
and the ship began to work, it was found that she leaked verr badly, and
she was obliged to go to Pensacola, he.-we down, and bolt on a large patch
of plank to coyer the spot where the ram had struck.

*

The river, when we arri,ed at New Orleans, abo,e the forts, and this is corroborated by Captain
was higher than it eYer had been known to be \\"arley of the J.Ianassas. Farragut, in his official
before, and the levees had been added to, to pre report, cloes not state exactly where he encoun
Yent the water from overflowing. As we found tered the fire-raft, but sars: ·· The fire ,va;; extin
it, the water was within a few inches of the top of guished. In the meantime our batterr ,vas ne,er
silent, but poured its missiles of death into Fort
the le,ee.-J. R. B.
NOTE.- Since writing the abo,e article, I ha,·e St. Pliilip, oppo:-:ite to which we bad got br this
compared it carefully with letters I wrote to my time.'' I place the Har{(ord at this time just belm,
father from New Orleans. In some instances I do the fort, or abreast of the lower flanh-in� battery,
not agree with the official reports in the sequence of as the iron-clad Louisiana "·as moored to the bank
events, but I holcl to my own account. Cra,en says immediately abo,e. When the Jlanassas rammed
be encountered the Jianassas a few minutes after the Brookly;, she had two smoke-stacks, but she lost
passing the obstructions. I place this e,ent well one before she drifted down the river.-J. R. B.

FARRAGUT'S CAPTURE OF NEW ORLEANS.
BY WILLIAM T. :il!EREDITH, LATE U. S. N., AND SECRETARY TO ADl\IIRAL FARRAGUT.

bas astonished a great many people to learn
I from
Adwiral Porter's article in " The Cen

shells, collect the fleet and transport the soluiers,
before Farragut was summoned to \Vashington
from New York. JI.Ir. Blair says positively that he
was not to he given the command until be bad been
snlJjected to a critical overhauling by the authori
ties. "Vlre bear of Farragut at breakfast with JI.Ir.
Blair and l\lr. Pox, probably on the morning of his
arrh-al at the capital. l\Ir. Fox then showed him
the point of attack, the plans, and the force to be
employed. Parrngut said be would engage to cap
ture New Orleans "ith two-third:; the naval force.
JI.Ir. Blair tells us that he was so enthusiastic and
co11fiuent of success that when he went away Mr.
Fox thought him over-sanguine, and was a little
inclined to distrnst bis ability. r.Ir. Welles relates
that a�ter this interview Parragut was brought to
him, and they enteretl at once into all the plans of
the expedition. When they came to tltc mortar
flotilla, Parragut said that he placed little reliance
on mortars, and that they would not have been part
of his plan and advisement, but that he would take
the mortar-fleet with him, as it had been ndopted
as part of the equipment of the fleet and might
prove of more advantage than he anticipated.
At 10 o'clock on the :!0th of April, while the bom
har,lment by the mortars was at its height, the flag
ship made signal that Farragut wanted to holtl a
conference of commamling officers. In an hour
they had all arriYe(l excepting three, who com
mamled Yessels cletaile(l that day for guard duty
a ]Jove the fleet, allll Commander Porter, who was
probably too much occupied with the mortars to
leave his command.
Thirteen boats trailed at the stern of the Hart
.ford, while the captains waited anxiously in the
cnhin to bear what the flag-officer would say. A
private journal kept by Commodore Bell, who led
the '.?<1 division of gun-boats in the attar k, tleseribes
as follows what took place at the conference:

T

tury" magazine [reprinted in the present work]
tbat he was the first man to propose the opeuiug
of the r.fo;sissippi. Montgomery Blair, in the
"Uuited Service Magazine" for January, 1881,
and ex-Secretary \Velles, in "The Gnlaxy" for
November, lS,1, both fix the time when the dis
cussion of the question was heguu by the naval
authorities, which was before the appearance of
Porter 011 the scene at "Vlrashington. And, imleed,
tbe importance of the great river to the South
was so evillent to any one who stndietl our coast
and the South-west, that it is safe to say that
the eyes of the whole nation were bent 011 New
Orleans as a point of attack jnst about the time
that Porter imagines he suggested it.
\Vby was l"armgut chosen flag-officer of the
squadron to attack New Orleans"? The answer is
that he was known as au cxpericncetl and capable
officer, who was on record as bnving plans to cap
ture forts with ships. He was one of the few offi
cers of sufficient rrtnk to command a squadron who
also bad the strength aml vigor necessary to bear
the strain of ardnons dnty. These were the main
reasons that JI.Ir. \Velles, the Secretary, aml l\lr.
Pox, the As,;istant Secretary, had for selecting him.
Besides this, his appointment met the approval of
Porter, who, when cousnltetl by the Secretary,
gave his voico for Farragut. It is easy now to un
derstaml how with the lapse of time Aclmiral Porter
has learnetl to think that he chose the commander
of the expetlition. That he could have defeated
J<'arragut's appointment is prolmlJly true, hut that
he chose him is a mistake; he simply nssented to
the previous choice of l\Ir. \Yelle;; and JI.Ir. Fox.
(See articles by \Velles ancl Blair, above refened
to.)
E:s:-Secretnry \\Telles relates that the armament
of the fleet ha(l lJeen tleterminetl, before Fa1Tau11t's
appoi11t111c11 t tu the con1111r11117, after commltation with
the War Dcpnrtment and with General ll.lcClellan,
who detaile(l General Butler to command the land
forces of the expetlition. Porter, whose advice
was listened to, insisted on the importance of a
-fleet of schooners carrying 1 :J-inch mortars, and
asserted that a lJOmbardment of forty-eight hours
would retluce Ports Jackson and St. Philip to a
heap of rui11s. JI.Ir. \Yelles says that Mr. Fox, who
was a trained naval officer, at first objected to
the mortars, and advocated r1111ni11g 1Jy tbe forts
with the fleet, hnt finally was won over by the
forcible arguments of Porter, whose plan the
Department fully adopted. There is evidence,
given by Commander Porter himself, that he advo
cated bombarding the forts till they surrendered
or coulcl be captured by assault, and that he wns
opposed to runniug the fire with the fleet lenving
_
an enemy rn the rear. (Sec his letter 011 p. 71.)
The forces to attack New Orleans were fixed,
measures were taken to cast thirty thousand mortar.-

"Tile flag-officer [Fnrragut] unfoldrd hiR })lan of oper
ationR. Some ,lisrnssion PnsnPd, and Commaiuler Alden
read n written r01mnm1icntion to Farragnt from Porter,
expresRing his views aR to the opnations :igainst tlle
forts. Ilaving n·ml tllcrn, .Alden folllcd np the paper
mul returned it to his 11orket, wberen11on I [Commo
dore Bell] snggeste,l the JH'OJU'iety of the document's
heing left wit!J Farrng-nt, and the paprr waR npcorilingly
11laeed in bis hamlR. It wns tbercin state(l that the boom,
lwiug a protection to the m01inrs ag-ninRt attack from
nhove, sbonlcl not lJe destroyed, npon wl1ich Fnrrngnt
remnrkrd tlrnt Porte1· had tlrnt morning- aRRentcd to the
hoom's heing 1,roken, and again (it was s·tated in the com
nmnieation) that tlrn flrrt sl1onld not go above the
fnrtR, ns the rnortar-vcRRels wnnld he left nn11roteetecl.
Farragut snid ho thought tho mortnrR wonlll be as well
protePtc d (with the fleet) above as helow tlw fortR, nnd
that the cotiperntion of tlw army, wlliPll entered iuto the
planR of hotl! parties, "onhl not be effectual nnless some
of the troo11s were intr0<l11ee,1 nhove the forts at tl1e same
time t!Jat they were brlow. He intended to Pover their
lnnlling at the Qunrantine, five miles nhove, they com
i11g to the l'ivPr tl1rougll tllr hayon. OnPe almvc, the forts
cnt off, and his propellers intnct for ascending the river
to the city, if he fonnd bis ships ablo to cope with the
enemy he would fight it out. Some of the officers con70
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eiderecl it a hazardous thing to go above out of the r<'ach
of supplies. Farragut remarked that our ammunition
was being rapitlly exhausted, without a supply at haml,
and that Romething must be clone immediately. Ile be
lieved in celerity."
Farragut "lJelieved in celerity." He saw that
while the ammunition was beiug exhauste,l lmt
little impression bad been matle on the forts, aml
he felt sure that the time bad come to carry out
his plan of dashing boldly up the river thrnugh the
fire of the forts.
The communication from Commamler Porter
eontaining bis plans of nttack, to which I have
already alluded, and which was referred to 1Jy
Commodore Bell, is as follows :

7I

going through a beavy ancl clestrndivc fire. If the forts
arc run, part of the mortar:-; slwultl he towetl along,whieh
woultl render the progress or the vess<"'ls slow again;;t
the strong current at that point. lf the forts are first
capturetl, the moral effect wonlll he to dose the bat
teries on the river ancl open the war to New OrlPans,
whereas, if we don't succ,·ed in taking them, we will
Jrnye to fight our way u11 the ri\·er. Once having pns
sesHion of the forts, New Orleans ,voulcl he bermetit-ally
sealetl, and we cotllcl repair damages aml go 1111 on our
own terms antl our own time.
"::S-ature points out t!Je English Turn as the 11osition to
be strongly fortitietl, arnl it is there the enemy will most
likely make Lis strongest starnl and laRt c-fl'ort to pre
,Pnt on:r getting up. Ir this poiIJt is impassable tllerc is
solid gronncl there, arnl trnops can lm brought up ancl
larnll'll helow the forts arnl attack them in tlw rem·while
the sllips assail thc·m in front. The res1Ilt will tlonbtlcss
he a Yictory for 11s. If the, ships e:rn get by the forts,
aml th<'l'C are no obstrnetionH above, then the plan
slwnltl he to pnsh on to Xcw Orleans t'Yery ship that can
get there, taking up as many of the mortar-fleet ns can
he rapidly towetl. An accurnk reronnoi�Ha11ee i,;hould be
11rntle, aml every kind of attainable information pro
vid,·tl before any mov,·meni iR madl'.
"Xothing has been saal ahout a comhine,l attaek of
army anrl naq·. f-neh a thing i,; not only practicable,
but, if time 1wrmittPcl, eould he adopte,l. Fort �t. Philip
can he taken with tllrec thonsarnl men covered. by t!Jc
ship�; the clitch can he fillecl with fnseineA, ancl the
walls ean be easily scall'cl witl1 latltlcrA. It c·nn be easily
attaekecl in front ancl rcnr."-D. D. l'onTEn.

'' When the ships arc o,er tbe bar, guns mounted, eoal
bunkers tillctl, siek on shore, hospital arrangements
matlc for the wonncletl, the flpet Rhou!,! rnove up, mortar
fleet all in tow; the chain acro�s the riYPr to remain
nntonel1ecl for the present, or until after the mortars get
their position and open their fire. Tt is a goo,l ,Jpfen,,e
on onr side against fire-ships arnl rams whieh rna:,· he
sent tlown the ri,er. and our ships can so c·om111aml the
opening that nothing can pass clown. AH the rnortar
,essels are somewhat helpleRs. they shonl,l he proterte!l
at all points by vessels of war, whieh sbonl,l he reatl.i· at
a moment's notice to re1iel an attar];: on thrm hy rams,
floating torpedoes, or tire-Rbips; the two latter to be
towed ont of the way, the rams to be run tlown hy the
Farragut stood facing his destiny, imperishable
beaYy Ahips, while such Yessels as the Wes(ticld aml
Clifton attack them Pncl on with cannon, while gun-1Jonts fame or failure. He was tleterrninetl to run by the
try to force them to the shore. When everything i� reacly forts with bis ships. 1 t wns plain to him that not h
for the assault, a tlcmancl for RUITCrnkr Rhonltl be macle iug more ,,ould he aecomplishecl by the mortars.
in language least eakulatrcl to exaRperate, arnl of Rn!'h He wonltl not cumber his fleet during the passage
a natnrc as to eneonrage those who might lJe tliRJ1ose!l to
return to their allegiance. T!Jere is eyidence of a Htrong by towing the mortars as Porter desired him to do.
Union feeling in New Orleans, aml e,-erything Rhonl<l Once above the defenses, ancl the enemy's fleet
he clone without losing by delay to pre,ent a eounter overcome, he would either push on to New Orleans
feeling.
past the batteries, which be knew were at Cbal
"When it iR eYi,lent that no snrrencler of the forts
mette,
or coyer with his guns the landing of the
will be made, the mortars shonltl open clelihemte tire,
keeping two shells in the air all the time, or each rnnrtar army through the bayou in the rear of the forts.
veRsc-1 shonlcl fire Olll'C in c,cry ten minuteA. Fort Jnek In bis heart he was determined, if events favored
son, being easematecl, should reeeiye the larg,,�t Abare l1im, to pnsh right on seventy-five miles up the
of the ho-mbardment, three or four ve�selH heing em riYer to New Orleans "·ithout waiting for the
ployetl against Fort St. PhiliIJ, firing aA often as they
can coolly arnl con,eniently loacl arnl p9int. In the army. Porter's ,iews expressed in his letter to the
meantime preparations shoul<l he macle to cleRtroy at a conference gave no support to these plans. He
moment';; notiee the ,essels boltling 1111 the ehain, or the speaks of three methollS of attack: First, by run
chain itself, which can be ,lone b�' appl�ing a 1wt:ml to ning the forts; i;eco111!, homlJardment hy the whole
the hobstays nf the ,essels or to the ehain, nll of which
petanls arc Jn"PJmred, and a man aceustornetl to the fleet, mortars inclnded, with a view to the retluc
husiness with a galvanic battery will accompany the tion of the defenses; and tltird, a combined attack
of the navy and army. The fil",;t method, which was
expotlition.
"In 111y opinion there are two metbotls of attncl,,-onP Farragut's plan and the plan that succeeded, he
is for the vessel to run the gauntlet of the lrntterics by strongly condemns. He feared the result of leav
night or in a fog; the other is to attack the forts by lay
ing the big shipA eloAe along�icle of them, avoitling the ing an enemy in the rear. Some of the command
cascmatcs, tiring shells, grape, ancl l'anister into the ing officers agreed with him.
barbct.te, clearing the ramparts witll hoat-gnnA from
On the next day Farragut issued a General Order
the tops, while smaller and more agile vessels throw in [see p. 30], which ]Jears date one day earlier than
Rhrapnel at shrapnel distance, clearing the parapets, its issuance, and is at once a reply to Porter's com
and dismounting t!Je gnus in barbette.
"The larger Ahips should anebor with forty-fi,e munication to the conference of officers an,l an an
fathoms of chain with slip-ropes; the smaller ,c>ssels nouncement of the flag-officer's determination to
to keep nuder way and be eonAtantly mo,ing alrnut, challenge all objections, run the forts, conquer or
some to get aboYe and open a c·roRs-fire: the mortars to be conquered.
keep np n rapid and continuous fire, ancl to move up to
No one can read Commodore Bell's jourual and
a short range.
"The objections to running by the forts are these: It is Flag-Officer Farragut's general order without see
not likely that any intelligent enemy would fail to plaPe ing that there was cause for disappointment in the
a chain aeros,; above the forts, ancl to raise such batteries fleet. After a bombardment of three days the de
as woulcl protect them against our sbips.
fense was still vigorous and the Confederates were
"Did we run the forts we should lea,c an enemy in
our rear, and tbe mortar-vessels woulcl have to he left undismayed. As a consequence of this Farragut
behind. We could not return to bring them up without had lost the little faitl/. be ever had in mortars, and
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was prepared to carry out his own plans, differ as
they might from the instructions of the Navy De
partment.
Farragut had a stupendous undertaking before
him. A river with a current of tllree and a llalf
miles an hour against the line of attack; two
forts 011 opposite sides of the stream mounting
1:3G guns, and above them the Confederate steam
ers carrying 40 gnus, while in the river, both above
and below the forts, rnfts were floating ready to be
fired and ent loose on the first sign of an attempt
to pass the boom. His :fleet consisted of S steam
sloops-of-war, 1 G gnu-boats, 1 sailing sloop, and
10 mort.ar-schooners. The 1 7 vessels which were
to attempt t he passage carried 1 GG guns and :36
howitzers. It is tme that the mortar-shells were
of assistance to Farragut in the vassage, as they
helped his own gnus to distract the fire of the
enemy and a(hled to the confusion and distress
in Fort Jackson. But that the vassage would have
been made in the darkness without the assistance
of the mortars has never been serious!�· questioned,
and is pl'oved by Farragut's successful passage of
Fort 1\Torgn.n at the lmttle of 1\fohilP Bay in hroad
daylight, which invoh·ed exnetly the same prin
ciples of attack nnd was nchie\·ed without the use
of a single mortn!'. 'rhe protraction of the bom
bardment gave the Confederates just six days more
to 1rnsh forward the work on the iron-clad and the
:fleet. 1\fr. 1Ve1les, in '''rhe Galaxy," quotes a dis
patch from Porter himself which shows his recog
nition of the fact that the Confederates were
strengthening their defenses during this period.
Porte!' says, speaking of the sh•ge, thn t the enemy
was '' daily adding to hi,; defense n n,l strengthen
ing his naval forces with iron-clad batteries.''
What was the situation of affairs in Fort Jack
son and Fort St. Philip ahont this time-the :3:3d
of April-as shown hy the testimony before the
Confederate Court of Inquiry'? In the two garri
sons of 1100 men, -! solrliers had been killed and
14 woundeil - 7 gnns of the :nmame11t of 12G had
been disabled. The lJarrnc·ks and citadel of Fort
Jackson had lJeen destroyed lJy fire.
There was nothing more to lJUrn. WheneYer
the gun-boats approached tlH• defenses a vigorous
fire was opened on them by both forts, hut when
they retired the soldiers withdrew to the case
mates out of reach of tho mortar-fire>.
Aud up to this time the mortar-flotilla had fired
more than 1 :1,500 shells. Porter ha,l expected to
reduce the forts to a hrap of ruins in forty-eight
hours, but at the end of ninety-six hours the de
fense was as vigorous ns ever.
Did Porter believe that Farragut's passage of
the forts and appearance before New Orleans
would result in a ,:pc>e(ly downfall of the defenses
nnd the captnre of the> river and rity'? He did not,
and he was very uneasy ahont the fleet after it
passed the fo1-ts. Ho wondered how Farragut
would return llown t.he river to the mortar-fleet
and to the army. He conltl not appreciate the fact
that it was not necessary for him to come hack;
that all the defenses mn,;t soon fall, Forts Jackson
and St. Philip among them, a,; the effect of the
occupation of the river and New Orleans. He

feared that Farragut was caught in a trap. He
thought he would find the forts harder to take than
ever, and that he would have to fight bis way down
the river and attack them again. All this appears
in the Jetter of Commander Porter, which is given
below. It was written to Farragut from lJelow the
forts on the morning after the passage, three days
hefore they surrendered. The italics are not in
the original :
"l\IORTAR-FLOTILLA, April 25t!J, 1862.
"DEAH Sm: Captain Boggs has nrriYed. I congratu
late yon 011 yom· victory. I witnessed you_rpassage with
great pleasure. lily hopes ancl p1·edictions were at last
realized. Yon left at the forts four steamers nll(l the
famons iron-clnd battery; they are monnting guns on it,
and one t !. Jons:md men nre at work on it. Sile is nnhnrt
aml mo,cs about with tile stream. How fast she is T don't
Imo\\·. One of the 11tcamers is iron-clad on the bow. The
JJ[cRa.,· is also nt the fort. I sent a summons to sn!'l'emler,
but it wa,s 11olitely dccliue!l. As we hnvo used u11 all tho
shells in the scl10oucrA, anti wisiling to be unhmuperetl
with the mortn.r-,cssels, sent CYerything down and col
leete!l Jwats and spnrs. . . .
•• TheJ' are 1110\·ing all t!Jeir hea,y guns npon the river
side. ron will .find the forts harder lo la.1.-e now than
before 1111/cs.� their a1111111rnition git-es out. I threw bombs
at them nll tlny, nnd tantalized them with rifle-shot, !Jut
t!Jey ne\-er tired a gllll. I hope you will open youru·ay
down, 110 111<11/er tl'fl((/ it costs. I nru sending sorue of the
�e!Jomwrs ,lown to bloelrn<le bael, of Fort Jackson to
prevent their escaping by way of Barataria.
"D. D. PORTER."
Porter ov<"rlooks the difference between his
hopes anti his predictions, as shown by bis com
munication to the conference of officers, which he
says are rrnlizecl in this letter, and Farragut's
achievement. He had opposed the plan of attack
by which Farra.gut succeeded.
Porter's letter to the Secretary of the Navy,
written !Jefore the snrrender, also shows bis dis
trnst of the result of Farrngut's bold ascent of the
river, leaving an enemy in his rear. He says,
speaking of the Confederate iron-clad below Farra
gut's fleet at the forts, "She mounts sixteen guns,
and is almost as formidalile as the Mel'rimac. This
is one oft.he ill effects of leaving an enemy in the
renr." And again, "'l'hese forts can hold out still
for some time. I wonhl suggest that tlle Mystic and
Moui/ol', if they ean he spared, be sent here with
out a moment's delay to settle the question."
On the :3St.h of April, three days Inter, the fortR
surren:lered, and Farragut, who was then in pos
session of New Orlenns, did not find it necessary to
open his way down the river as advised by Porter,
to whom the surrender must have been a surpri,;e.
What was the immedinte cause of the surrender
of the forts? 'rhis is exactly the question tha.t was
asked of Colonel Edward Higgins, who had com
manded Fort Jackson, by the ConfederateComt of
Inquiry, aml his 1·eply was: "The mutiny of the
g-arrison." But \vbat was the cause of the mntiny?
General Duncan, who had commanded the lo1ver
defenses, including the forts, answered this in his
report: "The garrison mutinied on the night of
the :37th of April, giving as a reaso11 that the city
bad surrendered and there was no further use in
fighting." An(] why did the eity surrenrler? Wns
it because Porter bombarded :F'ort Jackson 75
miles helow the city, for six days, disabling, up
to the night of the passage of the :fleet, only 9

THE OPPOSING FORCES AT NEW ORLc'ANS.

*

73

guns of the armament of 128, with a loss to the
Confederates of less than -10 men in both garri
sons f
Or was it because Farragut dashed
through the fire of the forts, destroyed the Con-

federate fleet, and then pushed on past the Chal
mette batteries 75 miles up the river, cutting off
all communieation, till he anchored before the city
with his torn fleet'?

The following official statements made hy Confed
erate and Union officers are gi,en to show the condition
of Fort Jackson and ti.Jc garrbon after ti.Jc bombard
ment. On ti.Jc 30tb of A11rii, 1862, in a letter to Adjutant
General BridgeR, Colonel Etlwanl Higgins sayR: "T
ha,e ti.Jc bonor to report tbat on the morning of tbe27th
of April a, formal demand for tbe surrender of Forts
Jackson and St. Pbilip wa� ma,le by Commander Porter;
the terms wbich were ottered WP re liberal, but so ,;trong
was I in the belief tbat we conld resiist successfully any
attack, eitbcr by land or h.,- water, that ti.Jc terms were
at once refused. Our fort was ><till Rtrong."
General Duncan, commanding all ti.Jc lower Conff'der
ate defenses, says after the pnssa.�e: "We are jnRt a�
capable of repelling the enemy to-clay as we were heforc
the bombardment."
General Weitzel, of the United States Engineer Corps,
in a re110rt of the condition of Fort Jackson dntl-d in
May, 1862, says: "Fort St. Pbilip, witll one or two ,;light
exceptions, is to-clay witbout a seratcl!. Fort Jackson
was subjected to a torrent of 13-ineh and 11-ineb sbells
during HO hours. To an inexperienced eye it seems as if
tbis work were badly cut up. It is as strong to-day as
when tbe first shell wns tiretl at it."
Captain Harris, of the CoaRt Sur,ey, whose mnp of
the forts is publisbed in Porter's article, says in his re
port after ti.Jc surrender tbat of tbe "7.5 guns in Fort
Jackson 4 gnus were dismounted and 11 carriages were
struck." But tbis wns not done by tbe mortars alone.

The fleet did its share in tbe passage. Granting thnt
tbe injury ot' 11 gun-carriages permanently cli�ablerl 6
guns, ti.Jc clisahlement of 10 guns in 75 is scarcely wortb
consi,lering, with 116 gnus in both forts still intaet.
Comparing the losses on botb sitles clnring tbe born
bnrdment and the 1rnssage ot' ti.Jc forts, it will he SPen
that Farrngnt's loss, nearly all of which occnrrc!l in tbe
passage of ti.Jc lower clefenseH on tbe night of tbe final
attack, was four times tbe Confederate li�t of killed and
wounded at the fort>< during the entire siege. Does this
look as if Fort Jackson bad been disabled by the mor
tars before the tiual attack?
Colonel Edwnrd Higgins on the 27th of A1n·il says:
"Orders had been issued to ti.Jc otticers and men to re
tire to ti.Jc easemates of tlle fort 11.Je moment ti.Jc bom
bardment began; lmt when it hecame nceessary to
repel ti.Jc attnek our batteries were instantly in rencli
ness ancl were nt once engaged b1 a most terrific conflict
with the enemy."
I have taken no notice in this artiele of a letter writ
ten to Admiral Porter by the abo,e-mentioned Colonel
Higgins dated April 4tb, 1872, ten years after th<' occur
rence of ti.Jc e,ents wbieh be profe�ses to describe.
Tbis letter is uReles>< as endence, hecanse it eontradicts
Colonel Higgins's own report to ti.Jc Confederate autl!ori
ties quoted here. Surely ti.Jc official evidence of n man
fresh from the scene of action is to be helie,ecl in 1n-ef
erence to an account gi,en by I.Jim ten years afterwnrcl
in a letter.
W. T. �I.
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OPPOSING FORCES IN THE OPERATIONS AT
NEW ORLEANS, LA.

The colllposition, losses. and stl'i>ngth of each force as here stated gi,e the gist of all the <lata olJtainalJle iu the Uffidal
Records. K stand� for kille,l: w for wonrnled; 1J1 w for 1J1ortally wonndecl; lll for captnreu or missing; c for captured.

THE UNION FORCES.
UXIOX FLEET: West Gulf Blockading Squadron, Flag-Oflicer D. G. Farragut.
FU:ST DIYISIOX OF GUX-B<l.\TS, Captain Tbem1orns Bailey.
SECOXD DfflSJO:-,; OF GUS-BOATS, Fleet-Captain Henry H. Bell.
FIRST-CL.,1,SS SCREW SLOOPS: Flag-sbip llar(tord, Com
mamler Rieharcl Wninwrigl!t: Brooklyn, Captain
PRIOR TO THE AC- I>URI:-;<, THE .\CTbomas T. Craven; Richmond, Cowmancler James Al
TIO:-; OF APR. 2Hl!. TIOS c >F APR. 24tb ..::
clen; Pensacola, Captain Henry W. l\Jorris. Side-wbeel
steamer: Jlississippi, Commander l\Ielaneton Smith.
u:srox
I � f:peoml-class screw sloops: Oneida, Commander S. Phil
CASUALTlES.
li11s Lee; ,m·una, Commander Cl.mrl<'s S. Boggs; Iro
fJUOis, Commander Joi.Ju De Cam11. Screw gun-boats:
Cayuga, Lieutenant N. B. Hanison; Itasca, Lieutenant
C. H. B. Caldwell; Katalldin, Lieutenant George H.
18 Preble; Kennebec, Lieutenant Jobn II. Russell; Kinco,
Ia
10
3
Hartford.. .....
5
5
35 Lieutenant George llf. Ransom; Pinola. Lieutenant
35
26
9
Brooklyn.......
G Pierce Crosby ; Sciota, Lieutenant Ed,rnrcl Donaldson;
6
4
2
Riehmond ..... .
37
37
4
33
Pen�aeola ..... .
lT'hwna, Lieutenant Edwar,l T. Niebnls; lfissallicl.-on,
8
8
6
2
Mississippi .....
18 Lieutenant A. N. Smitb. Sailing sloop (stationed with
3
3
Oneicla .. ........
15
15
12 mortar di,ision): Portsmouth, Commander Samuel
9
12
3
·varunn ........ .
31 Swartwout.
28
22
6
3
Iroquois ........
3
6
6
6
JIIORTAR DffISIOX:
Commander Da,icl D. Porter.
Cayuga ...
4
4
4
Itasca
Flag-shjp: Harriet Lane, Lieutenant J.111. Wainwright.
1 Gun-boat: Owasco, Lieutenant Jol.m Guest. Sicle-wbeel
Katahdin . ....
9
8
1
Kineo ...........
10 steamers (ferry-bonts): Clifton, Lieutenant, C. H. Bald
7
3
Pinola ......... .
2 win; John P. Jackson, Lieutenant Selim E. Woodworth;
2
2
Se.iota ..........
8 Westfield, Commander W. B. Renshaw. Side-wbeel
8
3 I 5
Winona
1
1
1
Portsmouth ...
steamer (double-encler): Jlliami, Lieutenant A. D. Har
2
I
Harriet. Lane.
rell. First dinsiou of schooners. Lieutenant Watson
Norfolk Packet .
Smith. eommnnding: No1folk Packet, Lieutenant Wat
Arletta..........
son Smitb; Olii-er H. Lee, Acting l\Taster Washington
Total...... .
Godfrey; Para, Acting l\Taster Edward G. Furber; C. P.
Williams, Acting l\Iaster Amos R. Langthorne; .Arletta,
1
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A.Rl\IA.lllEC\TS OF UXTO� FLEET.
YESSELS.
-�

----------------1 ;:;
Hartfol'd .......... . . . .
Brooklyn.. ...... ..
Rielnnoud..........
Pensacola. .......
l\Iississippi
Oneida . . . . . . . . .

,·anma..............
Iroquois.......

<

Cayuga.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Ita�ea ... ...... . .... ... . . .
Katalulin .. . . .. .. .. .......
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Kineo ..... . . .....
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26
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Harriet Lane .................
OwaReo. . ..... .. .... ...
..............
Clifton .
,J olrn P. Jaek�Oll.. .... . . .... .... ...
\Yesttield...............................
. .........
l\Jiami...
......... ..
l'ortsmouth.. .. . .
Nineteen l\Iortar ScboonerR . . ....
19

13

... 19

14

Total fleet..

2

2G

Total mortar division ........ ... . . 19
Total ships anll gun-boats.

3

1

9

1

2

2

NOTES.
1 2 of theRf' were transferred from the Colorado.
2 14 of theRo ,Yere transferred from the Colorado.
3 Transferred from the Colorado.
1 TranRferrell from the arm,.
5 One of these was transferr;ed from the Coloraclo.
6 One of tliese was transferrecl from the Colorado.
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3
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101

16G

267

2

2

4

4

4

1

7
18

9

EO

8

17

9 26

23 I IO 35

The Colorado �npplied altogether:
2 9-ineh to the Hartford.
2 9-inch to the Iroquois.
I 9-ineh to the l\Tiami.
14 8-ineb to the lllississippi.
I 24-ponnder howitzer to the Sciota.

5

2

7

6

6

57

192

302

20 guns.

UNJON ATillIY. {:;r
Acting l\Taster Thomas E. Smith; William Bacon, A.eting
l\Taster William P. Rogers; Sop/11•011ia, Acting l\Jaster
l\Tajor-General Benjamin F. Butler.
Lyman Bartholomew. Second clh;sion of schooners, BRIGADE CO)UIAl\'DERS , Brig.-Gen'ls John W. Phelps and
Lieutenant W. W. QLreen, eommaucliug: T. .A. Wm·d,
Thomas Williams.
Lieutenant W. W. Queen; .Jfai-ia J. Cm•l/011, Acting
I11Ja11ll·y: 9th Conn., Col. Thomas W. Cahill; 12th
l\Jaster Charles E. Jack; .JlaU/1cw Vassw·. Aeting ?.faster Conn.• Col. Henry C. Deming: 21Rt Incl., Col. James W.
llngh H. SaYag-e; Geol'gc .Jfa11glrnm, Aeting-1\Iaster John l\Icl\Iillau; 26th l\Iass.. Col. Edwarcl F. .Joues; 30th l\Jass.,
Collins; Ol'utta, Acting lliaRter Franei;; E. Blanchard; Col. X. A. llr. DncUey; 31st l\Iass.. Col. Olinr P. Gooding;
ShJ11ey C. Jones , Acting lllaster J. D. Graham. Third 6th l\Iieh., Col. Frederick '"· CnrteniuR: +th Wis.. Col.
diT'ision of schooners, Lieutenant K. Randolph Breese, Halbert E. Paine. Carnlry: 2cl l\Tass. Battalion (2 cos.),
commanding: Jolin Griffith. Acting l\Iaster llf'nr., Capts. s. Tyler Reali and Henry A.. Dnri,age. .Al'lillery:
Brown; Sarah Bl'ue11, Acting l\Iaster Abraham Chris 4th )Jass. Batter:,, Capt. Charles IT. )fanning; 6th lllass.
tian; Racer, Acting l\Iaster Alvin Phinney; Sea Poa111, Battery, Capt. Charles Enrett; 2d Yt. Battery, Capt.
Acting l\Jaster Henry E. Williams; Henry Janes, Acting P. E. Holeornb.
l\Iaster Lewis W. Pennington; Dan Smith, Acting Mas
Tho strength of this command is reported at 6000 (" Offi
ter George W. Brown.
cial Records,'' Yo!. VI., p. 708).

*

Not engaged.
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THE CONFEDERATE FORCES.
FORCE AFLOAT- CmmAXDER JOHN K. :MITCHELL.

NA\'AL ,E �ELS.
Louisiana, Comr. Charles
F. l\Iciutosh {Ill W).....• 2
l\IcRae, Lieut. Thos. B.
Huger (m w1 ............
Jackson (at Q11arantine1,
Lieut. F. B. Renshaw ..
l\Iauassas, Lieut. A. F.
Warley .... . ............
Launch No. 3, .Acting l\Iaster Telford ..............
Launch No. 6, Actiugl\Iaster Fairbanks ..........
Louisiana State Gun-boa/s
Go,ernor l\Ioore, Lieut_
Beverley Kcnuou .......
General Quitman, Capt.
Alexauder Gr:rnt .......
Rii·er Defense Boats.
Warrior, Capt. John .A.
Stephenson ..............
Stonewall Jackson, Capt.
Geo. W. Philips .........
Defiauce, Capt. Joseph D.
McCoy .............
Resolute, Capt. Isaac
Hooper ....... .....
General Lo,ell, Capt. B1°ii-�
dctt Paris ...............
R. J. Breckinridge, Capt.
James Smith.

3

4

7
6

1

11

2
1�
1
1

CONFEDERATE .A.Rl\IY.
l\Iajor-General l\Iansfield Lo,t'll.
COAST DEFE:'i'SES, Brig.-Gcn. Johnson K. Duncan.
FORTS JACKSON A!-."D ST. PHILIP, Licut.-Col. Edward
Higgins.
Fol'/ Jackson: La. Scouts and Sharp-shooter:-, Capt. W.
G.l\Inllen; St.l\Iary's (La.) Caunoueers, Capt. F. O. Cor
uay: other compauy and battery co1mnauc1cr:-, Capt.
Jawes Ryan {detached on the Louisiana), Capt. J. B.
Anderson (w), Lient. William l\I. Rridges, Capt. W. R.
Robertson, Capt. R. J. Bruce, Lieut. Eugene \Y. Baylor,
16 Lieut. .A. N. Ogden, Lieut. Be,erly C. Kennedy, Lieut.
\\"illiam T. l\lumford, Lieut. J. \\-. Gainr-�. Capt. S. Jour-s,
8 Capt. F. Peter, and Lient. Thomas K. Piersuu (k).
Fol'l St. Philip, Capt. l\I. T. Squires: La. Scouts and
2
Sharp-shooters, Capt. Arma ml Lartigue; other company
1 and battery commanders, Capt. R. C. Bond, Capt. J. H.
Lamon, Lieut. Lewi8 B. Taylor, Lieut. J. K. Dixon (de
1
tached ou tbe Louisiana), Lieut. �\. J. Quigley, Capt.
1 Charles Asseubeirncr, and Capt.l\Ias�icott. Qzwmntine:
Chalmettc (La.) Regt ., Col. Ignatius Szymanski.

B.ATTERIES OF THE FORTS.
Fol'l Jacl:son. Barbette: 2 10-iuch Colnmhiads; 3
8-inch Colnwbiad,s; I 7-i.rn.-h rifle; '.! 8-ineh mortars; 6
2 42-pom1<ler�; 15 32-puuuders, of which 2 were di,mounted
2
iu the action; 11 24-poumlers, of which 2 were dis
mounted in the action; 1 8-inch howitzer. dismonnted;
1
1 17%-iuch howitzer. Ca�emates: 1024-poumle1· howitzers
(flank); H 24-poiwdcr gun�. Parnlle : I 6-pounder; I
1
1
12-pouuclcr howitzer. Water-battery: 1 IO-inch Cohun
Jiiad; 2 -inch Columbia(ls; 1 IO-inch sca-coa,t mortar; 2
1
32-poundcrs, rifled. 'l'otal. 7-1. guns.
1 1
2
Fort .St. Philip. Ou face 8: ! 8-iuch Co!umhiads. On
salient: 1 24-poumlcr. On co,erecl way: 1 8-iuch nwr
1
1
tar; 1 IO-inch siege 1.Uortar; 1 13-iucl.L sea-coast mortar
1
1 (c1isableu: becl broke in two at tl1irtccntl.L rmmd). In
upper battery: 16 2-1.-pounclcrs (of the 16, 2 were dis
Total . ..... . ......... 2 4 -! 10 15 2 1 2 -10 abled- 1 hroken in two by a shot. anu one platform
underminl'<l). In lower battery: 9 32-poundcrs: 6 42I Experimental gun.
2 Carron:ule.
pouuders; 1 7-inch rifle (burst by shell exploding iu
UXAR)IED TUGS. Landis, Captain Da,is, ancl Tf'. bore); 1 8-inch Columbiad (di::mouutccl1; 4 24-pounders.
Burton, Captain Hammond {tendc·rs to the Louisiana); Iu uorth-l'a�t battery (field-work): 1 10-iuch sea-coa�t
PhreniI, Captain James BroW'll{tf'llllcr to thcJiwwssas); 111ortar;;, On parade: 1 6-pouncler; 1 12-pounder; 1
Jlosher, Captain Sherman, and BP/le Alr,erine, Captain 24-pounder field h°'ntzer. Total. 52 gun�.
Jackson (k) ; Jfosic, Captain l\IcCll'Ilan (tender to the CII.AL:\I.ETTE AXD �(C(lEHEE LIXES, Driir.-Gen. l\Iartin L.
Smith. S11borcli11ate Co111111a11ders: Rrig-.-Gen. Ben
forts); Star, Captain Laplace {telegraph boat). The last
jamin Buisson, Lieut.-Col. William E. I'iukney, Capt.
four were chartered by the army.
Pattou, Lieut-Tlutler, ct al.
Grauel totnl of Coufcdcrntc gm,�, 166.
General Lon?ll reports that the city of New Orleans" was only garrisoned by about 3000 nfuety-dar troops." The
strength of the garrisons of the two forts i� statell hy Col. Higgins, iu his testimony heforc tile CoU1·t of Inquir.,, as
1100 men. The loss at Forts Jacl,son and St. Philip was 11 killf'd and 39 woU11dcd; and at the upper battcrie 1 )rilled
and 1 wounded. At Fort Jackson 121 officers ancl men were surrenclere<l; number at other points not fnlly reported.
2

2

REL.ATI\'E STRENGTH OF THE OPPOSING FORCES.
IN a letter to the Editors, Profe��or .T. R. Soley, U. s. X. in guns. It was es,entially a. ram fleet, and, if it bad been
says: "In discussing the question of the relati,c force hanclled efficiently. might ha,e thrown Farragut's
of the two sides (see p. 33), it sbmtld he borne in mind acl,ance into confnsion. .As Commander Bartlett sug
that of the Confederate total of 1G6 g1.lll • 117 were 3'.l gests also, the fire-rafts, with atteudaut tugs, might
ponndei·s or smaller; while out of the Union total of ha,e been put to formidable use. This was shown in the
302 gun�, only 11-! were 32-pounders aml smaller. In case of the Hartford. Doubtless the Confederate tlotilla,
otbcr words, 70 per cent. of the ,.,onfedcrate batteries howe,er efficiently handled, would have had harcl work
were 32-pounders or below, while on!�" 37 per cent. of the tu check such an impetuous onset as that of Farragut.
"Out of a nominal total of H ,cssels (9 of them rams
Union batteries were 32-pounders or below. This differ
ence in the caUber of the giws goes a great way to offset and 2 of them iron-clad1 and 40 i:-1ms, Commander ::\Iitchell
the acl,antage of fort guns o,er hip guns, where the had practically only! ,essels~ and 12 guns -the McRae,
ships are trying to reduce the forts. Ent in this case it Jlanassas, Goi-er11or Jloo1·e, and perhaps ti.Jc Sto11e1rnll
was not a question of reducing the forts, but of running Jackson. For this l\Iitchell was in no wa:,responsible. It
by the forts. In such an action the adYantage of guns was due to the delay in completing the Louisiana, to the
in forts o,er guns on shiphoard may be regarded as ,ery ab�tucl organization of the Ri,er Defense Fleet, to the
much reduced ; indeed, if the passage is open, so that want of �camen, and to the bungUng of the ciru ad
the ships are not kept under fl.re for a long time (a,s later ministration at Richmond. The materials of ::\Iitchell's
at Port Hudson) by natural or artificial obstructions, force, if they bad been completed and properly officered
and especially if made at night, it maybe said to be zero. and manned, would have made a .ery pretty force for
"On tbe oth
- er hand, the value of the Confederate the purpose; but no commander taking bold of them
fleet, at :N'ew Orleans, made up as it was chiefly of fast four days before the fight could ha,e made much out of
EDITORS.
tow-boats, with plated bows, cannot be estimated alone them."

FIGHTING FARRAGUT BELOW NEW ORLEANS.
BY BEYEULEY KE:NNON, CAPTAIN, LA. S. N., CO:IJllJANDER OF THE "<WVEil:N"O:P. 11100RE."

11mTntiYe will he oc<'npied with the opera
T HIS
tions of tho State mid RiYor Defense gun

bonts, ancl especially ·with the movements of my
-vessel, tho G-nrcrnor 11Ioorc, nnd without particnlm
reference to the forts. No men ever endured
greater hardships, pri Yations, aml sufferings than
the garrison of Fort ,Jncksou dnring the eight days and nights of the hom
lmrclment, when more than fourteen hundred 1�-inch shells struck withiu
their fort. "\Yhen the "rnn by" took place, the garrisons of both forts left no
stone uuturnecl to stem the tide of battle, bnt to no purpose.
Nor shall I refer ospeciaJly to the Lnl/isiru1r1, JJiruu1ssas, and JJicRuc, of tho
regular 0. S. Navy. Of these I saw nothing after tho battle began. I did see
and do know of the movements of all the other gun-boats, which, to nvoid
confounding ,Yith the regular navy vessels, I will refer to ns "rams."
The Louisiana wa. simply an iron floating battery. She was in an unfinished
state, and although officorecl from the regular navy, her crew was composed
exclusively of Yohmteer :-;oldiers, totally mmsed to ships aml the handling of
heaYy guns. �er ports were too small to admit of tho elevation or depres
siou of her gr1ns, thereby almost entirely destroying their efficiency. The
responsibility for this was long since placed with Secretary l\Iallory, "·ho did
not order the construction of the Louisiana until fonr mouths before New
Orleans fell, and r(l'ter Stephenson had fashioned that "pigmy monster" the
JJiruwssr1s, ancl in a measure ha.cl tested her po11er. The Lo11isia1w was
flecked over, roofed, irnn-plated, armed, and given engines which never
propelled her. Oommauder l\Iclntosh, her "fighting captnin," was mortally
wounded early in the action, and was succeeded by Lieutenant Jolm \Vilkin
son, and his brave officers and men did all in their power to beat back the
enemy, but to little purpose, as fourteen of the enemy's seventeen vessels
passed their vessel and the forts.
Tho J.llcRar', a small vessel mounting a bnttei·y of 1 9-inch and 6 3:2-pounders,
lost her commander, T. B. Huger, early in the battle, and as it happened, he
was killed by a shot fired from the Iroquois, the vessel on ·which he was serving
when he resigned hi.· eommissio11 in the United States Navy. Ho was suc
ceeded by Lieutei1ant Read, who fought the ship gallantly nutil the encl.
RIVER·SIOE INTERIOR OF FORT ST,

PH1LIP,

FROM A PHOTOGRAPH,
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The JJia11assas, comma11ded by Lieutenant ,Varley, had previously done
good service, allCl this time came to grief nfter two hours' fighting, becan e
every ship that neared her selected her thin, half-inch-iron roof and sides for
a target. In consi<l ring the responsibility for the foll of New Orlcan.:, it
should be remembered that :;_\fo,_srs. Benjamin and l\Iallory were bettcr fitted
for the law than to preside over the ,Var and Navy department of a newly
fledged government.
The vessel which I commanded wa formerly the ocean-built wooden paddle
steamship Charles 1.lior.r;au, of about nine hundred tons, and having a ,nllkiug
beam engine. ,Vhen armed by the State of Lonisiaua,
she ,n1 · named the Go1.:cmor Jloorc, and receiYe<.l 2
rifled 32-pouuders (not banded and not sighte<.l) and
a complement of 93 per, ons. She was not iron-plated
in any manner whatever. Her stem was like that of
hundred· of other ves els, b ing faced its length ou
its edges above water, ,Yith two strips of old-fa. hionecl
flat railroad iron, held in place hr short strn,ps of likf,
kind at the top, at the water-line, and at three inter
mediate poiuts. These straps extended about two
feet abaft the face of the stern, 011 each ...ide, where
they were bolted in place. r_L'he other "1·nmR" had
their "noses" hardened in like manner. All bad the cAPTA1x uEYERLEY 1rnxxox.
LA. �- X., COJDL\NJJE!l oF
.
J.: ot one 11acl an iron ) )ea 1i:. 01·
usua1 -shapecl stems. N
THE ••aonnxm: )1001rn:·
FR•m A TixnPE.
projecting prow nuder water. All of them had their
boiler-hon es, engines, ;1,nd boilers protected by a bulkhead of cotton bales
which extended from the floor of the hold to fiye feet or more nbove the spar
deck. rrhese and other such ves els ,,ere fitted out by the State nnd the
city of New Orleans after the regular navy neglected to take them, and to
Lieutenant-Colonel W. S. Lovell (ex-lieutenant United States Navy) is clue
the c1·edit of their novel construction.
Of the other seven "rams" the General Quitman was like my ship, but
smnller. The remaining six had been tug-honts, and were of wood, with
walking-beam engines. Each of them mounted one or two guns, had about
35 men, and measured not for from 150 tons.
These six "rams" were au independent command, and recognized no out
side authority unless it nited their convenience; and it was expected tbat
this "fleet" and its branch at l\Iemphis "would defend the upper and lower
Mississippi, without aid from the regular navy." 1,Ne lay at the head of the
turn in the river just above the forts, the place of all others for all the Con
federate vessels to hnve been. Here they would have been less liable to be
surprised ; they would have been clear of the cross-fire from the forts and
not exposed to the broadsides of the enemy when passing them, while both
gnus of each mm could lrnYe raked the enemy for over a mile as they
approached; they would have been out of the moke, and would have had
extra time to raise steam, to prepare to fire and to ram; moreover, they
would have been at a great advantage in ramming, since the advancing vessels
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�IAP SIIOWIXG FIXAL DISPOSITION OF THE COXFEDERATE FLEET.
CO)DIAXDER J. R. BARTLETT.

1.-The Oounwr Jloore rnmLu.ing the Varuna.

FRO)! A DRAWIXG LENT BY

2.-Thc Stoncll'all ,Tacl:son rnmming the rarww.

would have had to incline to the eastward on reaching them. Not one of
them to my knowledge, nor 'iYas it ever reported, aYailed itself of one of
these advantages, for when they saw the enemy approaching, tho. e having
steam triecl to escape, whilst others that dicl not have it were set afire where
they lay, as I myself witnessed. Not one of them made the feeblest offensive
or defensiYe moYement, excepting in the case of the 8to11e1call Jackson nearly
three hours after, as I shall relate. Had they done their duty simply in firing,
what might they not have accomplished! Nearly eYery United States ship
reports firing into them, but not a single one reports haYing been rammed
or fired at by one of them, with the exception of the Stonewall Jackson and
my ship.
As an act of fairness to the people on board the "rams" who so signally
failed to cooperate with the forts and the regular war-ships, I mnst say it
was attributable to their commander, Captain Stephenson. On the purchase
by the Confederate GoYernment of the .1lfa11assas (which was hi. creation
from the tug-boat Enoch Tmi11J, the c0111mand of her was refu eel him;
hence his insubordination and its evil results. None of the men on the rams
were wanting in com·age. They simply needed competent officers to com
mand, lead, and instrnct them, for they were totally "at sea" in their new
Yoca tion. After the war, one of them saicl to me, "If the forts and yon
fellows conlcl not prevent the enemy from reaching yon, how could you
expect us with a dozen guns to check their further advance? I saw there
wns no nse risking life for nothing, so I fired the vessel and skipped." The
fault rests with those who kept them there. Had regular naYal officers,
instead of being kept in the mud forts on the creeks in Virginia, and in
the woods of tho Carolinas cutting timber to build iron-clads, been sent
to these vessels, even at the eleventh hour, they would have proven very
formidable.
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The Confederates had in all thirteen vessels, and but fourteen of Farragut's
vessels passed the forts. 'rhe former lost a fine opportunity here. Rich
mond, in the minds of some officials, bore the same relation to the Confeder
acy that Paris has ever done to France; hence the delay for several months
to prepare for the defense of New Orleans, whilst Richmond was being
fortified, and the mistake in not sending Commander Jolm K. Mitchell to the
"three fleets," near the forts, until three and a half clays before the fight, and
then with a vessel (the Louisiww) which conld simply float, but nothing more!
The Go/.J('}')/Or JJ[oor(', which was anchored near Fort St. Philip opposite
Fort Jackson, could not have been surprised at any time. I slept for the
most part only clnring the day, and but rarely at night. At 8 P. 1\I. four
sentinels were always posted on the spar-deck and wheel-houses, and a
quartermaster in the pilot-house; an anchor and engine-room watch was set;
the chain was unshackled and the fires were banked; both guns were carefully
pointed at the opening in the obstructions through which the enemy had to
pass to reach us. The vessel being secured as firmly as if at a dock, effective
firing of her gnus was assured. Every opening in the Yessel's side through
which a light might be seen was kept closed. At dark the vessel's bolds and
decks and magazines were brightly lighted to save delay in the event of a
sudden call to quarters. Two guns' erews were ready for service, and the
officer of the deck and myself were always at hand.
The evening previous to the battle I reported to General Duncan, the com
mander of the two forts, my observations on the enemy's movements as seen
by myself from the mast-head. Yet to my knowledge no picket boat was
sent down by us, or any means adopted to watch the enemy and guard
against surprise.\ The result was they were abreast the forts before some of
our vessels fired a shot. In a few moments this space was filled with smoke
from the guns and exploded shells, intensifying the darkness of the night.
A slackening of the fire on both sides was necessary, since neither could
distinguish friend from foe. In some places no object was distinguishable
until directly upon it, when it was as soon lost to view, yet the United States
squadron steamed ahead, blindfolded, as it were, through the darkness and
confusion, soon to find themselves in places of absolute safety and with com
paratively few casualties.
At about 3: 30 A. 1\I. (April 24th, 186:2) an unusual noise down the river
attracted my attention. As we expectwl to be attacked at any moment I
descended the ladder to near the water, where I distinctly heard the paclclies
of a steamer (the JJlississippi). I saw nothing on reaching the deck, but
instantly fired the after gun, the one forward being fired by the sentry there;
at the same moment the water-batteries of Fort Jackson and Fort St. Philip
let drive, followed in an instant by a general discharge from all the aYailable
guns in the forts, and both batteries of the advnncing fleet, mounting 192
guns, and Commander Porter's squadron of 7 vessels, mOlmting 53 guns,
'\ Commander Mitchell, in his testimony before the Confederate Court of Inquiry, states that launch
No. 6 was stationed below St. Philip as a guard-boat, but on the enemy's approach deserted her
station.-EDITORS.
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which attacked Fort Jackson's flank below the obstructions. There was also
a splendid practice from 19 Federal mortars, which fired their 13-inc-h shells
at intervals (between the vessels) of 10 seconds.
The bursting of every description of shells qnickly following their dis
charge, increased a hundred-fold tho terrific noise and fearfully grand and
magnificent pyrotechnic display which centm·ed in a space of about 1200
yards in width. The ball had not more than fairly opened before the enemy's
ships were bet,Yeen the forts, and the Uncle Sam of my earlier clays had the
key to the valley of the Mississippi again in his breeches-pocket, for which
he had to thank his gallant navy and the stupidity, tardiness, ignorance, and
neglect of the anthorities in Richmond.
The first gun fired brought my crew to their stations. We had steam
within 3 minutes, it having been ordered by thnt hour; the cable was slipped,
when we delayed a moment for Lieutenant --\Varley to spring the 1llanassas,
then inside of us, across the channel. A little tug-boat, the Bdle .AlyeriJ1e,
now fouled us - to her mortal injm·y. By the time we started, the space
between tho forts was filling np ,Yith the enemy's vessels, which fired upon
us as they approached, giving ns grape, canister, and shell. :;\ly vessel being
a large one, we had too little steam and elbow-room in the now limited and
crowded space to gather snfficieut headway to strike a mortal blow on ram
ming. So rather than simply "squeeze" my adversary, I made haste slowly
by moving close nuder the east bank to reach the bend above, where I ,vould
be able to turn down-stream ready for work. I took this conrse also, to
avoid being fired and run into by the Confederate rams moored above me;
bnt the gronnd for this fear was soon removed, as, on getting near them, I
saw that one had started for New Orleans, while the telegraph steamer Star,
ram Q11itmaJ1, and one other had been set afire at their berths 011 the right
bank, and deserted before any of the enemy had reached thorn, and were
burning brightly. They being in a clear space were in full view, and I was
close to them. Another reason for leaving onr berth directly nuder Fort St.
Philip, where the LouisiaJ1a, JJicRac, and J.llcmassas also lar, was to get clear
of the cross-fire of the forts, and that of each ship of the enemy as they
passed np close to ns, for we sustained considerable damage and losses as we
moved ont into the stream.
When we were tm·ning at the head of the reach we found onl'Selves close
to the United States steamer Oueida, 10 guns, "ith the United States
steamer Cayuya, 4 guns, on onr port beam. On being hailed with ""\Vhat
ship is that?" I replied, "United States steamer .1llississippi," to deceive, she
being a side-wheel vessel also, but, seeing om· distinguishing light, the Oneida
raked with her starboard broadside at a few feet distance; the Cayuga,
deliYerecl her fire thirty yards distant; the Pensacola, �5 guns, a little
farther from us, at one fire with shrapnel from the howitzers in her tops
cleared ont 12 men at onr bow-gnn. Beyond her the firing of single gnns
in quick succession, as some vessel, unseen to any one, was moving rapidly
up-stream, attracted my attention. At the same instant the United States
steamer Piuola, 5 gnus, close to on our port quarter, delivered her fire,
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killing :3 men in our hunkers. rrhis combined attack killed and wounded
a large number of men, and cut the ve._sel up terribly. Sudden!�· two, then
one Confederate ram darted thl'ough the thick smoke from the right to the
left bank of the riYer, passing close to all of us. They missed the channel for
New Orleans, gTonnded on and arouml the point next above aud close to Fort
St. Philip; one was fired and deserted, and blew np soon after as we passed
her; the others were disabled and ,,ere soon after a handoneLl bytheir crews.
One (the Resolute) was taken possession of later hymen from the Confed
erate steamer 1llr Rae. I do not know what became of the other, the smoke
was so dense. All this passed in a few moments. SuddenlyI saw between
my vessel and the burning Q11itma11, close to us on the west hank, a large,
two-masted steamer rnshiug up-stream like a racer, bekhing "black smoke,"
firing on each burning vessel as she passed, and flying her distinguishing
white light at the mast-head and red light at the peak. I thought of General
Lovell, not far ahead of her on bonrd the passenger steamer Douuloo11, and
quickly made a movement to follow this stranger in the hope of being able
to delay or destroy her. Besides, the four or even more large ::;hips so close
to us, but obscured from Yiew, needed but a little more room, and one good
chance and a fair view of ns, qnieklyto annihilate my old "tincler-ho:s:" of
a ship. I therefore slipped ont in the smoke and darkness around ns after
the advancing stranger, which proved to be the Vanma, Captain Charles S.
Boggs, mounting 8 8-inch guns and :2 30-ponncler rifles, with a complement of
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about :WO persons. l\.fy whereabouts remained unknown to my former adver
saries until all of them eame to the Vanma's assistanee at 6: 20 A. JU., nine miles
above, where she sank, and where parts of her wTeek are yet to be seen (1885).
"When I started after the Vanma, I shot away our blue distinguishing light
at the mast-bead with a musket, as to have hauled it down -would have
attracted notiee. ,Ve could see her, as she was in a clear space, and her lights
showed her position. But she soon lost sight of us, for, besides being some
what in the smoke, there were back of us at this location moderately high
trees thickly plaeecl, the spaces filled with a luxuriant undergrowth, making
a high dark wall or background on both sides of the river. Until wo got clear
of this, there was nothing to attract attention toward ns, the Vanmn being
half a mile ahead, as shown by her lights. Her engines were working finely
and driving her rapidly on her "spurt." j ,Ve too, by using oil on onr coal,
had all the steam we ueecled. l\Iy old ship, shaking all over and fairly danc
ing through the water, was rapidly lessening the distanee between ns.
As soon as we reaehed an open spaee we hoisted a white light at our mast
head and a reel light at the peak. This ruse worked successfuJly, as the
sequel proves. Sinee our existence depended upon closing with her before
she made us out, I urged the men to resist the temptation to fire, and to be
quiet and patient, otherwise we would soon be put under water from the
effects of her broadsides. V\Te were now one and a half miles from the forts,
and one mile from where we gave chase. On our port bow and the Vanma's
port beam, dose under tho land, I saw the runaway ram Stonewall Jackson
making slow progress for want of steam, but working hard to get out of clan
ger. She did not notice us. The Vanrna could not have seen her or would
have fired at her. ,Ve soon left the Stone1rnll Jackson astern. Four miles
more and we were. nearly abl'i0-_ ast of Szymanski's regiment at Chalmetto camp.
Still the Vanma had not reeognized ns. I wanted assistance from that regi
ment, for I eoulcl now see that I had a far superior vessel to mine on my hands.
I hoped also for assistance from the ram Stone11:all Jacl.-so11, now a mile or two
on our quarter, and from the Confederate States gnu-boat Jackson, over one
mile above ns, serving as guard-boat at the quarantine station. To secure
all this assistance I had but to show our colors and make ourselves known.
The clay was jnst dawning, and there was no smoke about ns; so as a bid for
help from the sources named, we hauled clown the enemy's distinguishing
lights and opened fire for the first time upon the Vanmrt, distant about one
hundred yards, and with a surprise to her people plainly to be seen. This
shot missed her! She replied quickly with one or more guns, when a run
ning fight commenced, she raking ns with such guns as she could bring to
bear, but not daring the risk of a sheer to deliver her broadside, as we were
too close upon her. Her former great superiority was now reduced to a
lower figure than that of our two guns, for we, having assumed the offensive,
had the advantage and maintained it until she sank.
/ Lieutenant C. H. Swasey, of the Yar1111a, remarks in his report upon the slowness of the ,aruna
at this point: "Owing to the small amount of steam we then had (17 pounds), he [Kennon] soon
began to come up with us."-EDIT0RS.
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THE "STOXEWALL JA('li::,,U:S:'' R.\)DII:S:G THE "Y,\lff:S:.\,"

Our hoped-for and expected aid never came from any source. So far from
it the gun-boat Jackson, lying at quarantine, slipped her cable when the fight
commenced, firing two shots at both of us, believing us both enemies (one
striking onr foremast), and started with all haste for the head-waters of the
l\Iississippi, delaying at New Orleans long enough for her people with their
baggage to be landed, when Lieutenant F. B. Renshaw, her commander, burnt
her at the levee! 'rhe infantry at Chalmette camp could not help us, and the
"ram" Stonewall Jud-s011, as it then seemed to ns, would not!
Then I saw that we bad to fight the Vitr1111a alone. On finding om· bow gun
useless because it was mounted too far abaft the knight-heads to admit of
sufficient depression to hull the enern_\', then close nncler our bows, and noting
that every shell from the enemy struck ns fair, raking the decks, killing for
mer wounded and well men, and wonndiug others, I realized that something
had to be done and that quickly. I then depressed the bow-gun to a point
inside our bow and fired it, hoping to throw its shell into the eugine-room or
boiler of tlrn chase. It went through our deck all right but struck the bawse
pipe, was deflected and passed through the Vwww's smoke-stack. It was soon
fired again through this hole in onr bows, the shell striking the Var1111a's
pivot-gun, where it broke or burst, and killed and wounded several men.
Until we had finished reloading, the Var111w was undecided what to do, when
suddenly and to my surprise she ported her helm.
Not wishing to avoid her fire any longer, being quite near to her, we put
our helm to port and received the fire from her pivot-gun and rifles in our
p01·t bow, but as her shot struck ns, under the cover of the smoke our helm
was put hard to starboard,-she not righting hers quicklyenongb,-and before
she could recover herself, we rammed her near the starboard gangway, receiv
ing her starboard broadside and delivering our one shot as we struck her.
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Her engines stopped suddenly. ,Ve backed clear, gathered headw:>.y again,
and rammed her a second time as near the same place as possible. :_t. Before
separating, the two vessels dropped alongside each other for a couple of min
utes and exchanged musket and pistol shots to some injury to their respec
tfre cre,rn, but neither vessel fired a large gun. I expected to he boarded at
this time and hnd had the after gun loaded rnth a light charge and three
stand of eanister, and pointed fore and aft ready for either gangway. It lrns
an opportunity for the Vam11a's two hundred men to make a second Paul
Jones of their commander, hut it was not embraced.· As for ourselves, we
had neither the men to board nor to repel boarders. 'I1he vessels soon parted,
hostilities beh,een them ceased, and the Yun111a ,Yas beached to prevent her
sinking in deep water. Then and not nntil then did the Vimma's people
know that any other Confederate vessel than mine was within several miles
of her. Suddenly the ram Sto11e1call Jackson, having to pass the Yan111a to
reach Nel, Orleans, rammed deep into the latter's port gangway.! When
dose upon her, the ,�1u·w1r1 delfrered such of her port broadside gnus as
<'Onld l>e brought to benr. The Strme1rnll Jarkso11 hacked clear, steamed about
four miles up the river, and was beached on the opposite hank, fired, and
clesertC:>d. Her ,n-eck is there now. Ha,�ng but one gun, and that mounted
aft, she did not fire it. Soon after the ,":J'to11('1rnll Jw·kson struck the Van111u
the latter finished sinking� lenving her topgallant forecastle out of the water,
and upon it her crew took refuge.
The United States ships 011eirla, Iror11wis, � Pensacola, Pi11olu, � and Ca,1111!/a
were nmY rapidly approaching and near at hand. I started down-stream to
meet and try to ram one of them. On passing abreast the Var1111a some
thoughtless man, knornng her forecastle rifle was loaded, fired it and killed
and wounded five of our men, one officer included. Had I returned the fire
"�th onr after gun, which was loaded with canister, at the crmnl of people
closely packed upon and near that little shelf, the damage_ to life and limb would
have been fearful. But not a shot did we fire at her after she was disabled.
We hnd proceeded dmn1-stream but a short distance when ?ilr. Duke, the
first lieutenant, then at the conn,\ where, though wounded, he had remained
throughout the fight doing his dnty like a brave man, exclaimed, ",Vhy do
this! ,Ye have no men left; I'll be -- if I stand here to be mm·dered," so
he slapped the helm hard-a-starboard. As we came round, the enemy's
ships, bt_•ing near, fired a shmYer of heavy projectiles which struck the vessel in
every vart. One gnu w,1s dismounted. The boats had already been destroyed.
'rhe wheel-ropes, the bead of the rudder, the slide of the engine, and a large
piece of the lrnlking-beam were shot away; the latter fell on the eylinder;t The first instance of a wooden vessel ram
ming her adversary in battle as her principal
means of offensive-tlefensiYe action.-B. K.
,I. Commander Boggs and Lieutenant Swasey,
of the ,an111a, and Captain Philip,;, command
ing the Stonc1c((// .Jacl:son, agree in :saying that
the Sto11c1ra/l Jackson rammed the 1r1n111a while
she was afloat, and that it was in ro11serJ_11c11ce
of this blow that the Fan111a was disabled and

beached. Boggs says both vessels rammed the
ran111a twice.- EDITORS.
Ji As the Iroquois and l'inola were the last ves
sels to pass the forts, it is difficult to see how they
could have been np with the other three vessels at
this time.-EDITORS.
'\ The person who stands at the compass in a
man-of-war, to see that the correct course is
steered, is .. at the conn."-EDITORS.
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TUE "PE:SSACUL.\ '' DlSAllLIXG THE "GOYEil.XOU )IOURE."

Captain H. \\'. �IolTis of the I'ensacoil/ say�. in l1iH
1·eport: "The ram [ Gorer1101· Jfool'e]. after ha,'iug- strnek
tlte ,w·una gun-bo·1t. and forced her to rnn nu shore to
prcn'nt, sinking, acl,ancell to attacli thi:-- ship, comi11gclown on us right ahead. She was pereein'd hy Lieu·tenant F. .A. Itoe just in time to aYoi<l her by �heering

the �bip, and sbe pas�ecl ..io�,- on nm· �tarhoanl Hi<le,
reeei\-iug, :is she went hy. a hroaclsi,Je from 11:,:." Uutil I
read this, 1 thought the ,e�,sel that cli<l 11,s most damage
was the Oneida, t!Jc other YC'S�el� h<'ing- astern of ber.
Captain Lee of the Oneida in hi� rrport speaks of firing
into the Gorer1wr Jfool'c.- B. K.

head and cmcked it and filled the engine-room ·with steam, driving eYery
man out of it. The head of the jib was now hoisted, and with a strong cur
l'ent 011 the port bow, assisted by the head way left on the vessel, ,vo snc-::eecled
in reaching the river-bank jnst above the Varn11a's wreck, where the anchor
was let go to prevent drifting into deep water to sink, the last heavy firing
having struck the vessel on arnl nuder her water-line. At this plaee she "·as
destroyed by fire, hor colors burning at her peak. The vessel was not dis
abled until this last attack upon her, although m1wh cnt up. By it no one
on the Governor .1lioore outside the cotton bulkhead protection to the engine,
excepting those in the magmi;ine and shell-room, escaped bei11g struck by
shot, bullets, or splinters. Additional men were killed, several more of the
wounded were killed, and others wounded. It should 1Je remembered that
my vessel had been under a terrific fire for 3 honrs, in a narrow river with
unruffled surface, and at close quarters, from vessels [the Oizeid((, Ca!Ju.r;a,
Pensacola, and Vanuw] mounting in the aggregate over 30 of tho heaviest
gnus afloat. Out of 93 all told we lost 57 killed and 17 wounded, of whom
4 died in the hospita1.
Twenty-four years have now passed without any Confederate account of this
fight being made pnhlic. Now that" the fictions of hastily compiled histories
of partisan writers" are being corrected, I add my mite as an act of justice
to all interested, and to the gallant dead and those living, of the Gocer
nor JJioore.)
The burning of my ship has ever been a source of regret to me, as it was
clone by my order, and by me individually, simply because I did not wish to

*

*

/ When the Go!'ernnr Jloore was clestreyed she
l\ly officers were merchant mates, so were the
quartermasters ; the gunner had been to sea as a was four miles from any Confederate Yessel under
sailor on a man-of-war. My crew eensiste<l of artil water, and nine miles from any on the water, and
lery and infantry detachments, and of 'lengshOI'e surrounded ou the water front by five United
States ships.- B. K.
men, cetten-pressers, and river beatmen.-B. K.
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surrender her. Finding that the boats of the United States ships were pick
ing up the Vanma's people, I ordered the uninjured of my crew to assist our
wounded to our boat, and to the shore. l\lany took hold, others did uot. I
saw several wounded men landed. I aided several to leave the vessel, and
called to men then standing in the water to help them, which they did. I
placed life-preservers on others. One man who was wounded in the arm was
afraid to jump; he had on two life-preservers. I shoved him overboard and
saw him assisted to the shore. ,Vhen the boats reached the ship I tried to
save my servant, he having had his leg shot clean off; but we had to leave
him, because on moYing him to the gangway his body broke open near the
shattered thigh. These two cases, in part, led to my being put in solitary
confinement on board the Colorwlo, and in close confinement on board the
Rhode Island, and at Fort ,Vanen-in all, three months. Some one had
reported that "I had killed my steward because he had failed to call me at
3 o'clock in the morning, and that then I had thrown his half-dead body
overboard." I did not depend upon any one to call me. l\Ioreover, the
steward and his eight-year-old boy, who was on a visit to him (aucl who was
to have returned on the steamer JJ011bloo11 ), being in the magazine, were not
touched. They 'IYere made prisoners.
I set fire to the ladders leading to the magazine and shell-room, first pouring
oil over them and over clothing hanging in some of the stnte-rooms to insm·e
the ship's destruction. I went then to the gangway, expecting to find what
remained of one of our boats, into which I had ordered Lieutenants Haynes
and Henderson (both wounded slightly) to place such of the wounded as were
unahle to move themselves. I found those two had taken it (/lone, and left
the vessel. As they 'IYere quite near, I "persuaded" the return of the boat,
which the latter brought back, the former jumping overboard and being
picked up by the Oneida's boat. He was taken to Fort \\.ranen. Into our boat
I was preparing to lower some wounded men when the boats of the squadron
came alongside, and took them and myself off the burning ship. When I
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TllE "GOYEHNOR .MOORE" 11'1' FL.\lllES.

Tbe Union ships in their order, beginning witb the left, are tbc Oneida, the Pino/a, tbe sunken 1ar11na, the.Troq11ois,
and, in tlrn foreground, the Pensacola. [See note concerning the Pinola and the ll'01]1tois, p. 84.]-ElJITOR,:,.

went to the gangway to see if any wounded had been placed in onr boat,
for I expected the boilers and the magazines to explode at any moment, I
found the wounded men refonecl to, in the gangway. rrhey said, " Captain,
we stood Ly you ; do not desert ns now." I told them I ·won1d not, and I
remained with them until they left the vessel, and then I left in the Oneida's
boat, and not half a second too soon. I was too much bruised to help any one
overmuch, bnt I did all I could. Had no uninjured man left the vessel nntil
the wounded had been cared for, I could have escaped capture, like Lieu
tenants Duke and Frame and the purser, the two former being wounded.
When the Oneida's boat approached the Governor JJioore, one of its crew
recognized me. The officer of the boat wished to know if there was danger
of an explosion. I replied, "Yon surely can come where I can stay; come
and take off these wounded men." In a moment it was clone. One of the
boat's crew asked, pointing to a rnom close by, "Is that yom· trunk?" I no
sooner said it was than he had it in the boat.
·\Ve soon reached the Oneida, whose captain, S. P. Lee, having kn°'vn me
from a child, received me kindly and entertained me most hospitably. The
wounded of my vessel were attentively cared for on the Oneidrt and other
United States ships. They ultimately went to the city hospital. The unin
jured prisoners of my crew (eighteen men) were transferred to the Jlartford,
where I saw them. I do not think any of my wounded were burned. If they
were, it was because they were stowed out of sight, and I was left alone (as
is well known) to care for them.
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As to the fate of the thirteen Confederate vessels, Commander Porter in
his official report states that "the Louisiana, .JlcBru', and ram D('jiance, with
the Burton and Lal/llis, both river passenger boats, which had been nsed by
the Louisirn/(/, close to which they lay, to berth her officers and ere"·, were
still at the forts flying their colors two clays after the battle." The Jackson,
� gnus, escaped before daylight to New Orleans from Qnarnntine Station, 6
miles above the forts, withont being seen by any other United States vessel
than the Van11w. The .Jlrmassas, disabled by the Jlfississipp i, aided by other
vessels, was destroyed by her commander, who swam to the Louisiana with
his cre,Y and was made prisoner with her people two clays after. The Stone
wall Jacksrm, seen in the distance only, excepting by the Vw·ww's and Gov
ernor JJioor(''0 people, was destroyed by her officers nbont 13 miles above the
forts, and ont of gnn-shot of the enemy; and my ship was destro�·ed by my
own hand abont 9 miles above them. The Q11it111r111 and another gnn-boat,
with the telegraph steamer Star, were fired on the report of the first gun.
They were blazing wheu my ship reached them. I have already described
the fate of the R('sol1dr nnd one other ram. The passenger boat Doubloon
reached New Orleans all right. l\Iy vessel ran over the little tng Belle
Algerinc. The Jlioslir'r was destroyed ii·hen taking a fire-raft alongside the
Rar(fonl. Of the little tng JI11sic nncl three of the rams I know nothing
beyond seeing them hnru nml explode their magazines after being deserted.
l\Iy old classmntes and messmntes among the officers, and shipmates among
the crmrn of the Unite<1 States ships at :N0,YOrleans, treated me with great kind
ness. To mention a few, Captain Leo shared his cabin with me; Lientenant J.
S. Thornton gave me his room on hoard the HurU'onl, and with Lientenant
Albert Knntz made it possible for me to extend some hospitality to friends
who called npon me. Lientena11t-Commanc1ing Crosby on receiving me on
board the Pi11ola gave me the free<Jom of the cal.Jin. When taking me to the
Colorado Lienternmts Kidder Breese and Phil .Johnson, both my elassmates,
came with offers of money and clothes, as did Acting l\Iaster Fnrber. When
ou board the 011eid11, anchored dose to the k,Tee at the 'city, I slept from choice
under a shelter aft- not a poop deck exactly-which was nuder the orderly's
eye. Near daylight something ealled him awny. An old sailor who had been
on severnl ships with me, and who by my evidence in his fa-vor was once
rescned from much discomfort and tronble, suddenly jnmped to my cot, say
ing, "The preparations are made, lose no time, out of the port by the line
there ready for yon," and, handing a paper inclosiug several gold pieces, was
off as snc1c1enly as he enme. J watched my opportunity and returned his
money to him rolled np in a tobacco wrapper, saying in ns few words as pos
sible why I would not betray the confidence place(} in m0.
When General Entler came on board the Ca!fuga he asked of Lientenaut
Commanding Harrison, pointing with his thnmb over his shonldor at me as
he walked aft, "'W11ere did yon catch him f " Loud enough for Butler to
hear I replied, ",Vhere yon were not on hand, or your army either."
I was to hnve been paroled, bnt the burning of my vessel and the reported
killing of the steward and reported bnming of my wounded, changed my
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destination to Fort Warren, where, although I was denied the freedom
enjoyed by the other prisoners, I was treated with much consideration by
Colonel Justin Dimick, who made fast friends of every prisoner under his
charge for his kindness to them.
The war has long been over with me, and the most "uncompromising" on
both sides must acknowledge the creation of a new, richer, happier, and bet
ter South and mightier common country as the result of the unhappy strife.
l\:Iy old antagonists have ever been kind to me, and to many others of their
old ante-bellum companions and friends. In 1867 a Union man gave me the
command of a vessel he owned. In 1868 a Boston company offered me the
position of first mate of one of their new iron steamships. In 1869 the
colonel of a New York regiment and a rear-admiral of the United States
Navy secured my appointment as Colonel of Coast Defenses in the Eg)1Jtian
Army ; and I am now holding positions for which I was recommended by an
officer whose ship fought mine below New Orleans.

ENTRANCE TO FORT ST. PHILIP.

FROM A PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN IN 188�,

THE RAJI.I "JI.IANASSAS'' AT THE PASSAGE OF THE NEW ORLEANS FORTS.
BY A. F. WARLEY, CAPTAIN, C. S, N.

the war I thought "bygones" bad bet
J USTterafter
be ''bygones" and the stirring up of bitter

The Manassas was made fast to the bank on the
Fort St. Philip side alJove the forts, and bad
memories was a thing to be avoided; now that so alongside of her a heavy steam-tug to enable her
many years have passed, it seems to me almost to be turned promptly down the river. On the
impossible for one who was observant, and bad evening before the attack I went on board of the
good opportunities to observe, to tell all be be Confederate steamer McRae, carrying some letters
lieved he witnessed without in some way reflect to put in the bands of my friend Captain Huger,
ing upon one or another of those in position who and found him just starting to call on me, on the
have gone to their rest and are no longer able to same errancl. Both of us -judging from the char
acter of the officers in the enemy's fleet, most of
meet criticism.
Bnt from the day of the veracious historian Pol whom we knew- believed the attack was at band,
lard to the present one of Captain Kennon, no and neither of us expected support from the vessels
mention bas been made of the vessel under my that bad been sent down to help oppose the fleet.
Before night all necessary orders bad been given,
command on the night Admiral Farragut passed
"the Forts," except in slighting, sneering, or un and when at 3: 30 A. 111. the flash of the first gun
was seen on the river below the forts, the JJia11as
truthful statements.
There are only a few of those who were with me sr1s was cut away from the bank, turnecl down
left, and I think it clue to them and to the memory stream, cast off from the tug, ancl was steaming
-0f those gone that I tell in as few words as I can down to the fleet in quicker time than I bad be
lieved to be possible.
what the Manassas did on the night in question.
VOL. II. 7
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The first vessel seen was one of the armed Con
federate steamers. She dashed up the river, pass
ing only a few feet from me, ancl no notice was
taken of my hail and request for her to join me.
The next vessel that loomed up was the United
States steamer Jiisi;issippi. She was slanting
across the river when the Jla11assas was run into
her starboard quarter, our little gun being fired
at short range through her cabin or ward-room.
-what injury she received must be told by lier
people. She firetl over the .Jla11a;;sas, tore away,
and went into the dark. While this was going on
other vessels no doubt passed up, but the first I
saw was a large ship (since known to have been
the Pensacola). As the .Jla11assas clashed at her
quarter, she shifte<l her helm, avoided the collision
beautifully, and fired her stern pivot-gun close
into our faces, cutting away the flag-staff.
B)- that time the Jla11assas was getting hetweeu
the forts, and I told Captain LeYin, the pilot, that
we coul<l clo nothing with the vesselR which had
passe,1, lmt we could go down to the mortar-fleet;
but uo sooner hacl "·e got in seci11g ra119e than 110th
forts opened on ns, Fort Jackson striking the ves
sel :;everal times on the bend with the lighter gnus.
I kuew the vessel must be sunk if ouee under
the 10-inch guns, so I turned up the river again,
anrl rnry soon saw a large ship, the Ilartfvrcl
[meaning the J:ruvk/_1111], lying across-stream. As

*

*

1 was not fired upon l1y her I thought then that her
crew were busy fending off what I think now to
have been a burn:ing pile-driver, arnl could not see
the Jla11assas coming out of the dark. The lla11as
sas was driven at her with everything opt>11, resin
being piletl into the furnaces. 'rhe gun was dis
charged when close on board. 'Ne struck her
fairly amiclsbip; the gun recoiled ancl turned over
and remained there, the boiler startecl, slightly
jamming the Chief Engineer, Dearn:ing, but settled
hack as the vessel backed off. Jnst then another
steamer came up through the fire of the forts. I
thought her the Iroq_11ois, arnl tried to run into her,
hutslie passed as if the Manassas bad been at anchor.
Steaming slowly up the river,-very slow was
our best,- "·e discovered the Confederate States
steamer .JlcBae, head up-stream, receiving the tire
of three men-of-war. As the Jlanassas forged l1y,
the three men-of-war steamed up the river, and
"·ere followetl, to allow the JlcBae to turn ancl get
clown to the forts, as she was very badly used up.
Day was getting broader, and with the first ray
of the sun we saw the fleet above us; and a splen
did sight it was, or rather would have heen under
other cireumstances. Signals were being rapi,lly
exchanged, arnl two men-of-war steamed down,
one on either side of the river. The .Jla11w,sas was
helpless. She hatl nothing to fight with, aml no
speed to run with. T ordered her to be run into the

Professor J. Russell f:oley, U. S. :N.. iu a co111urnui suppose that the JI111111s.sas touched the Hartfol'll at auy
cntion to tlte E,litors, gin·s tlte following <liscn8siou of time. Ile goes on to say: 'Farragut thought it wa8 the
tlte qnestiou, Did the ]1111,assas ra111 the Har((ord at Jianassas "'hich pushed the fire-raft against the Hart
tlw battle of New Orleans? '"In the aftirmati,r is the ford's port side, while the Coufcdcrate reports Mate
following- tcstimon}': (1) • Captain Kantz, a lieutenant tltat this was uone lly a certain tng-lloat,. The admiral
011 hoarcf th,, Hartforcl, says that immediately attcr the
never, to 111y knowledge, entertained the i<lea that s1wh
Ih11·tford wt:'ut asl10re she was Rtruck lJy the lire-raft a blow' as tlte Mwwssas is snpposrtl to have gh-cu
whi,·h was pnshecl up hy the tug Jlosl,cr, aml imme '"\\'oultl ha,e released the Har((ord's how. T l1elieve hP
tliatdy after that e,eut the Jia11assr1s struck her and aserihed her release to the lmckiug of the screw as r
tnrue;l lwr ronnd Ro that she Rli!l ofrthe Rhoal. (2) Lieu dicl; I always n]J(lerstootl him that way.' (7) llfr. Ilerhert
tenant Warley, com111ancliug the Jianassus, states that B. Tyson says, in a recent letter (l\Ir. Tyson waA a mitl
she strnl'k the llrll'tforcl. He cloes not Rtate tltat she shipman and tlte navigator of the Hartford at this time,
strnek the Brooklyn.' In the negati,e iR tlte following hut has since left the scrviee): 'l a111 satisfied the Hart
textirnony: (1) Admiral Farragnt makrs no 111eution of ford was ue,er rammed at the battlr of New Orleans.
Jl('ing strncl, liy a ram. lfiR report Rays: 'I clisco,cred The nearest apm:oach to her being rammed wns when a
a fire-raft coming down upon us, and iu atte111ptiug to Coufedcrate eraft pushed a fire-raft nuder her port
avoitl it, rnu the Rhip on shore, and the ram Jic11111ssas, quarter while she was aground nuder FortSt. Philip.'
whiclt I liacl not seen, lay 011 the OpJJOSite side of it and (8) Lientrnaut Warley mentions only one vessel ramme<l
JJUShcd it ,lown llJlOll ns.' Farragut e,i<lcntly mistook by him in this way, and his description eertainly an
the Jlosher for tlte Jic11111ssas, as it is a wcll-estahlished swers for what happened in t,he attaek on the Brnoklyn.
faet thrrt the Jlo.�her shove,l the raft against the IIarl (9) In reference to the Brooklyn there is no possible
forcl. (2) Cmmnarnler Richard Wainwright, eom111mHling 11uestiou. Captain Cra,en's and Commander Bartlett's
tlte Hartforcl, makes no mention iu his detailed report testimony is ahsolntely eonclnsi,e. (10) Commander
of ha,ing lieen strnek by auy ram. He clescribeR the A. T. l\Jahan, U.S. X., in his book, 'The Gnlf and Inlaml
irn·itleut of the fire-raft thus: 'At 4: 15 grounded on Waters' (pp. 76 and 77], does not mention any ramming
shoal near Fort Rt. Philip, in the endeavor to clear a of the H11l'tjol'cl hy the Jfr11rnssas. His statements are
fire-raft which was proJJrlle,1 hy a ram ou onr port sueh that if he had Rupposed the Jllt1wssas rarn111cd the
quarter, HPttiug- fire to the ship.' Waiuwrio-ht also Hartf01Yl he <'Onld not ha,e omitted it. He says of
makes the mistake of calling the Jloshcr a ra111�lmt this the ITcu·t(ord: 'She toolr the ground close nuder St.
only l1ears out tlie gcn<'ral opinion amono- the Union Philip, t1ie raft lying on lier JJOrt qnarter, a/:!"ainst whieh
olfierrs a� to the character of all the Conferle�ate ,essels. it was pushed by the tng- Jlosbc1·, • adding in a foot-note,
(3) The report of ,Tames H. Conley, carpentPr of the 'As this feat has been nsnally aserihe,1 to theJfmwssas,
Hartford, Rtatiug in detail the dmnages Rustninc,1 by it mav
0 be well to sav that the statement in the text re�tA
the_ ship in the action, makes no mention of any iujnry on th e testimonv of the <'ommauder of the ram, as well
wlnclt conltl have lwen inflicted ]J�- a ram. (4) It seems as other evidciee.' He closes his description of this
irnpoRsihle that the Jlrtnrtssa.• should ha,,e struclr sueh rpiso<le by saying: 'Then working; herself clear, the
a blow to thr IIrcrtfnrd as Warley describes and ha,e IIw·tford passed from under their fire.' Finally he gi\·e�
ll'ft uo traceable injury. (5) It iR rxeee,lingly improl1- a minnte description of the ramming of the Brooklyn
nhle tltat the Jianassas woulcl ha,e Rtrnek the Jlr1rtfnrd lly the Jianasgas."
1m,lcr such advautagemrn circmnstancPx as Captain
XOTE.-Captain Warle)·, since the appearance of tltc
Kantz <lescribrR (when the H11rlforcl wns nshor<') and first edition, writes to say thnt bis con,iction that the
h,ffe ha<! no effect other than to tnrn the Hartford Jlr111as.rns Rtrnck the IIal'f(nl'd was base•l UJJOn an in
ronrnl so that she slid off the �hortl. (6) Comrnarnler correct reading of a letter from Captniu l\fnhau.
Watson informs rne that he thinkx it is a miRtak<> to
EDlTORS.
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bank on the Fort St. Philip side, ber'deliYery-pipes
to be cut, and the crew to be sent into the swamp
through the elongated port forward, through which
the gun bad been used. The first officer, gallant
Frank Harris, reported all the men on shore. ,ve
examined the vessel, found all orders had been
obeyed, and we also took to the swamp.
I think our two attendants ran into each other.
Harris said such vrns the case. At any rate I soon
heard heavy firing,- some for om· benefit, but
most, I think, for the abandoned .Jlaur1ssas. I
beard afterward that she was boanletl. lJnt, filling
astern, floated off, on fire, and blew up somewhere
below in the neighborhood of the mortar-fleet.
I have confined my remarks to the Jfanassas,
and it is just that I should tell what the Jlr111assas
was,-a tow-boat boal'dcd over with five-inch tim
ber and armored with one thickness of fl.at railroad
iron, with a complement of thirty-four persons
and an armament of one light carronade aml fom·
double-barreled guns. She was very slow. I do
not think she made at any time that night more
than five miles an hour.
NEW 0RLEAXS, July 30th, 1886,
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If on that occasion she was made to do less than
she should have done, if she omitted any possible
chance of putting greater obstructions in the track
of the fleet, the fault was mine,-for I was tram
meled by no orders from superior authority; I
labored under no difficulty of divided counsel; I
had not to guard against possi blc disaffection or be
jealous about obedience to my orders.
I luwe :finished, having endeavored to avoid
personality even to omitting much in praise I could
say of brother officers in the same fight, but not in
any way connected "ith the Ma11assas.
Captain Squires, who commanded Fort St.
Philip, informed me that his fort bad fired
seventy-five times at the Jla11assas, mistaking
her for a disabled vessel of the enemy's floating
down-stream. The Jlanassas was not struck once
by Fort St. Philip.
The following are the only officers living, as
far as I know·, who were with me on the night
referred to: EnginePrs George"'· ,veaver and T.
A. 1Ieuzies, and Pilots Robert Levin and Robert
Wilson,

INCIDENTS OF THE OCCUPATIO:N" OF :N"EW ORLEANS.
BY ALBERT KAUTZ, CAPTAIN, u, S. N".

AT 1 o'clock P. �r. of the
J1.. 25th of April, 18G::?.
Farragut's squadron,
ha,ing completed its
memorable passage of
Forts Jackson and
St. Philip, and b:w
ing silenced the
Cbalmette batteries.
anchored in front of
the city of New Or
leans in a drenching
rain.
Captain Theodorus
Bailey, being second
in command, claim
ed the privilege of
carrying ashore the
demand for the sur
THE MAINTOP OF THE " HA�TFORO,"
render of the city.
WITH HOWlTZER.
This was accorded
him by the flag-officer, and the captain, accom
panied by Lieutenant George H. Perkins (now
captain), at once proceeded to the City Hall.
J\Iayor l\Ionroe took the ground that as General
Lovell had not yet left the city, the demand
should be made on him. At the captain's re
quest the mayor sent for the general, who in a
few moments appeared with bis staff. General
Lovell said be would not surrender the <'ity. add
ing that be bad already withdrawn his soldiers,
and that at the close of the interview he in
tended to join bis command. Captain Bailey had
to return and report to Farragut that there was

no one on shore willing to surrender the city.
Two or three gentlemen bad accompanied Cap
tain Bailey and Lieutenant Perkins to the City
Hall, and after the interview Colonel W. S. Lovell
and one other of the general's staff escorted them
to the landing.
The mob, overawed by the frowning batteries
of the ships, rea11y seemed dazed and did not
offer to assault the Union officers. On the fo11ow
ing morning, howe,cr, the people in the streets
began to wonder whether anything more was
going to be clone, and became more violent and
boisterous.
Farragut determined to make a formal demand
for the surrender on Mayor :Monroe, and at 10
o'clock on the morning of the 2Gth be sent me
ashore, with instructions to deliver the official
demand to the mayor. l\Iy little force on leaving
the Hartf1Hd consisted of l\Iiclshipman John H.
Read an�l a marine guard of twenty men under
command of Second Lieutenant George Heisler.
We landed on the levee in front of a bowling mob,
which thronged the riYer-front as far as the eye
could reach. It was expecterl that I would take
the marines with me to the City Han, as a body
guard, and Farragut infol'med me that if a shot
was fired at us by the mob, he would open fire
from all the ships and le"l'el the town. The
marines were drawn up in line, and I attempted
to reason with the mob, but soon found this
impossible. I then thought to clear the way by
bringing the marines to an aim, but women and
children were shoved to the front, while the an
gry mob behind them shouted: "Shoot, you --
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CAPTAII\ THEOD1)1(U,; BAILEY AI\D LIEUTENA:-.T r.EOR(}J,; 11. l'ERKINS UX TIIEIIt WAY TO
DJ,;MANIJ Tills SURH!sXIJJ,;I: UF ]';E \I <.>HU:A;;s,

Yankees, shoot! '' The proYocation was certainly
very great, am] nothing hnt tho utter absence of
respectability in the faces of the people caused
me to refrain from giving the order to fire.
Fortunately at this critical moment I lliscovered
an officer of the City Guards, whom I hailed and
told that I wished to communieate with the mayor.
He begged me to leave the marines on the levee,
for be felt sure that to march them through the
streets at this time would provokA a confiiet. As
my object was to commnnicate ,Yith the mayor
without unnecessary shedding of bloo,l, I s�nt
the marine guard baek to the ship, retaining only
oue non-commissioued officer, with a musket.
I tied my handkerchief on the bayonet, and rn.th
Midshipman Read and this man took up the march

for the City Hall. ·we were cursed arnl jostled by
the mob which filled the streets, but 110 actual
violenee was offered us. \Ve found the mayor in
the City Hall with his council. The Hon. Pierre
Soule ,rns also there, having doubtless been called
in as an atlYisor. The mayor declined to surrender
the city formally, but saill as we bad the force we
could take possession.
·while "'e were in tho City Hall a mob came up
from the lower part of the city with an Ameriean
ensign, and when they saw us they tore the flag to
shrells aucl threw them jnto the open window at
us. I did not eomprehend the meaning of this
singular and wild clernonstratiou at the time, but
aftenvarcl learned that on the morning of this samo
llay Farragut had instruetell Captain H. W. l\1orris
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of the Pensacola, then at anchor abreast of the
United States .Hint, to hoist a flag on that building,
it being United States property. Captain :;\!orris
accordingly sent Lieutenant Stillwell with some
officers aud meu from the ship, and the flag was
hoisted. It was up only a short time when :;\[um
ford hauled it down. It was seized by the mob,
which para1lecl it through the streets with fife and
clrum until they reached the City Hall, where it
was destroyed, as above described. 1 afterward
happened to be present when Farragut reported
the hauling down of this flag to General Butler,
and I heard the latter say, •· I will make an exam
ple of that fellow by hanging him.'' Fa.rragut
smiled and remarked, "You know, General, you
will have to catch him before you can hang
him.'' General Butler said, "I know that, but
I will catch him, ancl then hang him." History
attests how well he kept his word, and there is no
doubt but that this hanging proved a wholesome
lesson.
The mob soon appeared to be growiug more vio
lent, and above the general din was heard an
occasional invitation to "the -- Yankees'' to
"come out and be run up to lamp-posts." At this
time Mr. Soule suggested to me that it wouhl save
much trouble to all concerned if I wouhl take my
party in a carriage from the rear exit of the hall,
the mayor's secretary, Mr. :;\farion Baker, going
with us, while he addressed the mob. He did not
hope to have the mob obey him, he only expected
to hold it long enough to give us time to get to the
landing; and he accomplished his undertaking ad
mirably. Few people ever knew what an important
service JI.Ir. Soule thus rendered to New Orleans.
Farragut fully approved my action. 1 was not
expected to bring a satisfactory answer from the
mayor, for he was really helpless and had no con
trol over the city. All he could say was, "Come
and take the city; we are powerless."
The 27th and 28th passed in rather a fruitless
negotiation, but time <lid an important ·work.)
The mob tired itself out, aml no longer threatened
such violence as on the 26th.
On the 2Gth Farragut decitled tha.t the time had
come for him to take formal possession of the city;
he felt that this was a duty he owed to the navy,
and he accordingly sent an expedition on shore
under command of Fleet Captain H. H. Bell. and
of this party I was second in commaml. I had a
detachment of sailors and two boat-howitzers, and
was assisted by :;\Iidshipmen John H. Read and E.

C. Hazeltinj:'. :t A battalio11 of marines matle part
of our expedition; this was under the command of
Captain John L. Broome. We landed at the foot
of Canal street and proceeded to a position in front
of the Custom-house, where the marine:; were drawn
up in line, with loaded pieces, and flanked by the
howitzers loaded with shrapnel. The people made
no demonstration, but looked on in sullen silence.
Captain Bell and I, with a boatswain's mate carry
ing our ensign, entered the Custom-house, where
the postmaster received us conlially, remarking,
"Thank God that you are here. I have been a
Union man all the time. 1 was appointed by
Buchan au, not by .Teff Davis; be only allowed me
to remain." The postma,;ter showed us to the roof
of the building, where we fouml a flag-staff with
halliards. The boatswain's mate bent on the flag
aml I reportetl all ready, when Captain Bell gave
the order, "Hoist away!" and the boatswain's mate
ancl I put our hands to the halliards, aml "the Stars
and Stripes rose into the sky and swelled on the
breeze." A guard with the lieutenant of marines
was left in charge of the flag at the Custom-house,
aml the landing party moved on to the City Hall,
the crowd increasing as that small body of Union
men approached the "State flag." There the
marines were again d.rawn up in line, and the
howitzers commarnled the streets; thousands of
spectators filled the open spaces. That immense
assemblage had the will to annihilate the small
force of sailors and marines, but they had begun
to think, ancl the impression that resistance to
United States authority would invoke the wrath of
the squadron had gone abroad; still no one knew
but that one or two desperate men were ready to
fire the train that would lead to the magazine.
Captain Bell gave Mayor 1Iomoe the privilege
of hauling clown the State flag, but he indignantly
tleclined. Captain Bell then directed me to go to
the roof of the building and haul the flag down, he
remaining on the top floor at the foot of the ladrler.
An ordinary ladder led to the roof. through a small
covered hatchway. The boatswain's mate ascended
first, shoved the hatch cover to one side, and gained
the roof. I followed him, and finding the halliards
knotted, I drew my sword and cut them; we then
hauled the flag down, took it to the floor below ancl
hamlell it to Captain Bell, who 011 our return to the
ship delivered it to Farragut. Before we ascended
to the roof, the mayor informetl Captain Bell, in
the presence of his officers, that the men who
attempted to haul down the flag might be shot by

) Of the oec11rrPnceR of t!JP 2Stb, C'nptnin H. H. Bell
says in his diary: "A.pr. 28th, Delivered Flag-Officer's
letter to the .:lfnyor nnd C'onndl. who in an address
from the l\Inyor repeated nll that was in their letters to
[the) Flag-Offieer. nm! nothin,g mor<'; only wanting me
to explain the last clause of Flag-Officer's Inst letter to
them. I l'<']llie<l that I eould sny nothing that could
add to or tnke awny from the clnnsc in question - that
the language wns Yery clear. It. was RuggeRted that
the populace in front of the hall waR ,·iolent, nnd thnt
they ,voulli furnish me a gnhrd for eiscort to boat, whieh
I rcepcctfnlly declined ns unnecessary. They th<'n
ordered a hack, and, accompanied by Chief of Police
ll[oClelland, nnd l\Jayor's Clerk, and .:\foster Tyson, U. S.
N., p�ssing-out tllrough a privnte way. drove to the land
ing without meeting mob. l\Ir. Sonle was present and

sentcrl on the right hand of l\Iayor-the only man scnted
in the chamber. Their countenances expressed con
sternation. They repeated thnt 'the man liv<'tl not in
the city who dared to haul down the flag from over the
City Hall.' The pcople- lmys generally-were per
fectly quiet until near the City Hall, wh<'n they heg-an
to give vent to their frelings hy 'llnrrah for Jett· Davis!'
'Hurrah for Beauregard!' and the use of some angry
language."-EDIT0RS.
.j; It is a strange fnct that the three officers of the line
with whom I went on slrnre on tbis occaRion were
nll afterward drowned. Bell, who was then rear-admi
ral, :ind Read, who wnR lieutenant-commander, ,vere
Rwmnped in a boat while going ashore from the Hrtrl
ford, at Osaka, Japnn. aml Hazeltine as an ensign went
down in the Housalonic.-JL K.
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The local papers spoke of the State flag on the City Hall at the tinw as the" Lone Star flag." GenC'ral Beaure
gard, iu a l<'tter t.o Admiral PrPhle, iu 1872, RayR this flag was mloptPd i11 18Gl hy the State Convention of T,on.isiana.
It had thirteen Rtri1,es, four !Jlut> , Rix white, and three red, commencing- at the top, with the colors as written. The
Un.ion wns red, wit.II its Rides equal to the width of Rc,cn stripes. ln it:, eeutcr was a single pale-yellow tivc
poiuted star.-A. K.
the indignant populace assembled on the surrouncl
iug honse-tops, and he expressed his fears iu the
hope thnt he would not he held responsible for the
act., in case it should he perpetrated. Fortunately
for the peace of the eity of New Orleans, the vast
crowd lookctl on in sullen silence as the flag came
tlowu. 'fhere wns no flag hoisted on the City Hall
iu place of thc Stnte flag, for the reasou that it had
uot COYeretl United States property. 'fhe missio11
of t.he lauding party having been accomplished,
the officers and men retnrnerl to the levee iu
marchiug order, where they took hoats for their
respective vessels. The flag on the Custom-house
was guarded by the marines of the Hat(frml, until

the arrival of Gl'neral Butler with his troopi-1
[May 1st].
Ou the morning of lHay :!cl Farragut sent mc
with the ke,vs of the Custom-house to the St.
Charles Hotel, where I delivered them to General
Butler, l'ernarkiug as I dill so, "General, I fear you
are going to have rather a !av.Jess party to govern,
from what I have seen in the past three or four
days." The gcuel'al replietl, "No doul)t of that,
but I think I umlerstancl these people, aud can
govern them." The geueral took tlie reius ill his
hamls at 011cc, and held them until DPcembe1· :.l3d,
1SG2, when he was relieved of the command of the
Department of the Gulf hy General N. P. J3auks.

FARRAGUT'S DEMANDS FOR THE SURRENDER OF NEW ORLEANS.
BY JIIARIOX A. BAKER, THE MAYOR'S PRIVATE SECRETARY.

the morning of the 25th of April, 1862,
O
there being no longer any doubt as to the ap
proach of the Federal fleet, l\Iayor l\Ionroe deter

withdrew, being furnished with an escort by Gen
eral Lovell.
The council met at 6: 30 that evening, and
received a message from the mayor. As a civil
magistrate, he held that he was incompetent to the
performance of a military act, and thought it would
be proper to say that the withdrawal of the troops
rendering resistance impossible, no obstructiou
could be offered to the occupation of the place by
the enemy; but that all acts involving a transfer
of authority must be performed by the invading
force themselves. "·we yield to physical force
alone," said the mayor, "and maintain om· alle
giance to the Government of the Confederate States.
Beyond this a clue respect for our dignity, our
rights, and the flag of our country does not, I think,
permit us to go."
The council, unwilling to act hastily in so
important a matter, simply listened to the reading
of this message, and adjourned to meet again at
10 A. 111. of the next day. I saw the mayor at his
own house that evening, and he requested me to
go off to the Har(joNl as early as possible the next
morning, aml explain to Flag-Officer .Farragut that
the council woulJ meet at 10 that morning, anu
that a written answer to his demands would be
returned as soon as possible after that hour. l\Ir.
l\Ionroe took this step entirely upon bis own
responsibility, fearing probably that the delay in
the official reply might in some way be construed
to our disadvantage. Abont G o'clock the next
moming, l\Ir. l\IcCle lland, chief of police, and
myself took a boat at the foot of Lafayette street,
and hoisting a handkerchief upon a walking-stick
by way of a flag of truce, were pulled out to the
flag-ship. Having made myself known as the
bearer of a message from the mayor of the city to
Captain Farragut, we were inYited on hoard, and
shown to the flag-officer's cabin, where we found
assembled the three commanders, Farragut, Bailey,
aml Bell.
Captain Farragut, who had known me from my
boyhood, received me with the utmost kindness,
and when my errand was disposed of readily
answered my inquiries abont the battle at the
forts. He took me OYer the ship and showed me
with almost boyish interest the manner in which
the boilers were defended, and the scars upon the
ship's sides where the shots had taken effect.
Then making me stand beside him upon the very
spot where he bad stood during the passage of the
forts, he described in eloquent terms the conflict,
perhaps the most terrific that had ever been with
stood. "I seemed to be breathing flame," said the
captain. It was still quite early when we reached
the wharf on our return, and the levee appeared
deserted, but, though we saw nobody, we were
seen. We went at 8 o'clock to the mayor's office
to make our report. While still with him l\'Ir.
Soule entered, accompanied hy bis son, and with
much excitement made known the fact that two

N

mined to hoist the flag of Louisiana over the City
Hall. At his request, I ascended to the roof of the
building prepared to execute bis design, but with
instructions to await the issue of the possible con
test at Chalmette, some four miles below the cen
ter of the city where our last line of defense was
established. I waited accordingly with the flag
bent on to the halliards, and my gaze fixed eagerly
upon the approaching steamers. Sndtlenly quick
:flashes leaping from their dark sides indicated
that they were abreast of the redoubts, but
their fire was delivered without check to their
speed, and in hardly more time than I take to tell
-0f it, they were dark and silent once more.
I reported to l\Ir. Monroe, who was standing in
the street below, that it was all over, and at a sig
nal from him I ran up the flag whose lowering was
to be the occasion of so much angry controversy.
There was now nothing left to tlo but to wait and
speculate upon the probable course of the enemy,
and we were not long kept in suspense. At half
past 1 came two officers, wearing the uniform of
the United States Navy. l\Ir. l\Ionroe received
them courteously and presented them to the Hon.
Pierre Soule and a number of other gentlemen who
ehancecl to be present, chiefly councilmen and
members of the Committee of Public Safety. The
senior officer, Captain Bailey, second in command
of the fleet, then stated that he came as the bearer
-0f a demaml from Flag-Officer Farragut, for the
surrender of the city, the lowering of the State flag
-0n the City Hall, and the hoisting of the United
States flag over the Post-office, Custom-house, and
l\Iint.
The interview took the form of an informal, open
eonference between Captain Bailey and the mayor,
l\Ir. Soule, aml the other gentlemen whose connec
tion with public affairs gave them the right to en
gage in it. The mayor's advisers agreed with him
that he had no authority to surrender the city, and
that General Lovell was the proper person to re
eeive and reply to that demand. To the second
clause, relating to the lowering of the State flag,
an unqualified refusal was retm·ned. l\Ir. l\Ionroe
then sent for General Lovell, and while they
waited for bis coming, conversation turned upon
-0ther subjects.
General Lovell appeared promptly, and Captain
Bailey repeated his rlemand to him, prefacing it
with the statement that his mission was to the
mayor and common council. The general refused
to surrender the city or his forces, but stated that
he would retire with his troops, anrl leave the civil
authorities to act as they saw fit. The question of
the surrender being thus referred back to him, the
mayor said that he would submit the matter to the
council, and send a formal reply as soon as their
advice could be obtained, whereupon the officers
95
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persons, traitors beyond doubt, had that very
morning been seen to leave one of the enemy's
ships and land at the levee. He strongly urged the
arrest and punishment of the guilty persons, and
the mayor blandly promised that it should be
attended to, while the guilty persons silently
enjoyed the little joke.
The c01mcil met at the appointed hour, and,
having listened to a second reading of the mayor's
message, unanimously resolved, that being "in
formed by the military authorities that the city
was indefensible" no resistance would be made to
the forces of the United States. Also that the
"council and the entire population of this metrop
olis concurred in the sentiments expressed by the
mayor, and that be be respectfully requested to
act iu the spirit manifeste<l in said message." In
anticipation of such a result, a letter had already
been prepared embodying the views contained in
the message, and reiterating the determination
neithe1· to hoist the United States flag nor lower
that of our own atloption.
J\.Ir. JI.Ionroe, though a man of much energy and
decision of character, was entirely a "self-made"
man, and his secretary was very young. Both
were ine"1Jerienced in diplomatic correspondence;
indeed, the emergency was one quite unexampled
in the experience of the chief magistrate of an
American city. ·we had, therefore, called to onr
assistance l'-lr. Durant da Ponte, at that time one
of the editors and proprietors of the New Orleans
'' Delta," with which paper I had been connected
previous to my appointment as private secretary
to the mayor. At the invitation of the council I
appeared before them and read the letter we had
prepared. It was well received, and from expres
sions let fall by some of the members I retired
with the impression that it was entirely satisfac
tory. Shortly afterward, however, a message
was brought the mayor, requesting his presence
in the council chamber. The object of this sum
mons was to gain his consent to the substitution
of a letter written by l\lr. Soule, and submitted to
their consideration by one of the members.

The relations between the mayor and the council
had not been of the most harmonious character,
and he, wishing to conciliate them at this unfor
tunate juncture, yielded to their wish.
Before a copy of this letter could be made ready
for transmission to the fleet, two officers, Lieuten
ant Albert Kautz and l\Iidshipman John H. Read,
appeared bearing a written demand, couched in
the most peremptory terms, for the "unqualified
surrender of the city," the hoisting of"the emblem
of the sovereignty of the United States'' over the
:Mint, Custom-house, and City Hall by meridian of
that day (Saturday, April 2Gth), and the removal
of all emblems of sovereignty other than that of the
United States from all pnblic buildings by that hour.
l\Ir. Monroe added a paragraph to the letter
acknowledging the receipt of this last communica
tion and promising a reply before 2 o'clock, if pos
sible. I set out at once to convey it to Captain
l<'arragut. As a matter of fact, the United States
flag had already been raised on the l\Iint, and I
called the attention of the Federal commander to
the fact that a flag had been raised while negotia
tions were still pending. Captain Farragnt replied
that the flag had been placed there without his
knowledge, but he could not now order it down.
His men, he said, were flushed with victory, and
much excited by the taunts and gibes of the crowd
on the levee. Pointing to the "tops" where a,
number of men were stationed, some armed with
muskets, others nervously clutching the strings of
the howitzers, he caIIed my attention to their ex
cited appearance, and remarked that it was as
much as he could do to restrain them from firing
on the crowd, and should he attempt to haul that
flag down, it would be impossible to keep them
within bounds./
I returned to the City Hall before Lieutenant
Kautz and :Midshipman Read had concluded their
visit. A large and excited crowd were outside.
Some of them pressed their way up the front steps,
and seemed intent upon entering the building.
In order to prevent their forcing an entrance, the
mayor ordered the heavy doors to be closed. Upon

J This conversation, which was quite informal, did not
at the time assume in my estimation the importance
lent to it hy sub,equent events which occurred after I
left the eity as bearer of dispatches to Pre:sident Davis
at Richmond. ln the excitemC'nt of the next few hours
and the anomalous multiplication of my dntics, it is
pos8iblc that I may have even neg-leete,l to report it to
the mayor, Jmt it is certain that the impression ob
tained at the City Hall that the act was entirely unau
thorized. Parton, whose aeeonnt of the capture of the
city is, in some respects, VPry ineorreet, and who make�
the tearing clown of the United States flag from the
l\lint occur on Snnclay the 27th, instead of Saturday the
26th, as shown hy the rPeord, says that General Butler
arrived a few honrs after that event, to share in the
exasperation of the flePt and the councils of its ehief.
It was Butler, aeror,ling to this historian, who advisPd
the threat to lJOmhard, and the order for the removal of
thP women ancl children. lt may have been by his ad
vice, also, that Captain Farragut assumed thAplaeing of
the flag on the l\lint as his :1et, wishing to g-ive it snffi
eicnt w<>ight to make the tearing of it down a punish
able otfonse.-l\l. A. B.
lt will be noted that on page 92 Commander Kautz
says the flag was raised over the l\lint on the morning of

.April 26th in areordanee with instmctions from Farragut
to Captain l\forris of the Pensacola. But in a Jetter to
the A8sistant Secretary of the Navy, dated .April 27th,
Farragut himself says: "This morning at 6 A. )I. I sent
to Captain l\Iorris, whose ship commanded the Mint, to
take possession of it and hoist the .American fl a g thereon,
whi<'h was done and the people cheered it."
The apparent cont radictions of these various state
ments cannot be disposed of by a study of the" Official
Records." Neither do military and naval histories shed
clear light on the snhjeet. Bnt the facts, ltalf-truths,
and cxplainahle mi:sappre.hen:sions that ean he sifted
from the mass. indicate that early on the morning of the
26th a hoat's crew from the fleet, without orders from
Farragut, raised a flag over the Mint. This flag was
hauled tlown by l\Inmford on April 27th, as relateil aho,e
by Farragut, and anotherflag-was raisedovertlrn Mint in
aecorc.ancc with tlle flag--officer's instrnetions to Captain
,.\lorris. Before the first flag had been hanlecl down, the
flag-officer, as intimated in his eon,ersation with l\Ir.
Balrnr, had decided to assume responsihility for the rais
ing of it; this he did officially in a communication to the
mayor ,lated April 28th. .Apparently. therefore, Kantz
has made the mistake of connecting the first flag with
the order for the raising of the second flag.- EDITORS.
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my arrival, I learned tbat the Uniteu State,; flag
had just been torn down from the 1\Iint.
Mr. 1\Ionroe, thinking it unwise for tho officers
to attempt to return openly to their lJoat, proposed
to send them back under military escort. Lieu
tenant Kantz thought that quite mmecess:u-y, hut
the mayor persisting that there was danger, ,t
carriage was sent for and was stationed at the cor
ner of Carondelet and Lafavette streets. Aided
by two speeial officers of the police, I conducted
them through a rear entrance while the mayor oc
cupied the erowd in front, and got them into the
caniage, but we were discovered as we drove away,
and some of the crowd started up St. Charle,; street
with the evident expectation of heading ns off. I
ordered the tlriver to whip up bis l1orses aml tum
into Julia street, the second street a bo,·e, and
drive post-haste to the river. }Iauy of om· pursu
ers were armed, and I expected that we "·oultl be
fired at as we crossed St. Charles street, but we went
by so rapidly that they bad no opportunity to fire,
!lven had they so intended. They kept up the chase
for some distance, but we so outstripped them that
the most euduring finally gave it up. The officers'

boat ,,as found lyiug some little distance off in the
stream, and the coxswain c,qJlainell that he had
been eompelled to push out frolll the landing to
prevent his tiller-ropes from being cut. No vio
lence was offered to our party. As we took our
places iu the boat a shot was firell from the bow
gun of the Jiar�ford, :rntl for a moment I faneied
that the fleet wa,s about to hombanl the city, hut
the officers explained that it was tbe signal recall
ing them to tbe ship.
The police force being clearly inadequate for
the preservatiou of order, the mayor now called to
his assistance the European Brigade, an organiza
tion made up of foreign residents, and commanded
by General Paul Juge, .fils. This general issued
a proclamation assuming commawl of all foreign
troops" h.- order of his Honor .John T. UonToe,"
and asking the aill of all good citizens in the pres
ervatio11 of order.
The mayor was thus constitutell commander-in
ebief of an army, as well as of the civil forces,
and the City Hall became a sort of military head
quarters. Officers in gorgeous uniforms glittering
with gold laee clanked their swords across the
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marble-paved halls, and from one to half a dozen
mounted orderlies were constalltly in waiting in
the street, while I and the whole clerical force of
the office were kept busy issuing requisitions for
arms, horses, forage, and provisions for the home
brigade, and orders for transportation, by steam
boat and rail, for Confederate troops, eu route from
the outlying fortifications to General Lovell's head
quarters, at Camp 1\Ioore. Martial law reigned,
and a countersign was communicated to the pa
trol every night, without which no citizen was
.allowed to pass after !) o'clock. A dispute arising
between two officers of the French Legion as to
precedence in rank, the matter was referred to the
mayor for decision. l\Ir. l\Iunroe improvised a
military court, before which the disputants ap
}Jeared, represented by learned counsel. l\11'.
::ioule was advocate for one side, aud under the
threatening guns of the fleet the momentous
question was gravely argued and decided. I have
still before me the dramatic figure of the victor as
he issued from the tribunal, waving his cap in tri
umph, elosely followed by the gorgeously equipped
members of his staff.
�n nday pa::;sed without intercomse with the fleet,
but l\londay brought a still more vivid excitement
in the shape of a communication from Flag-Officer
Panagut, reciting all the evhlenees of insubordina
tion and contumacy on the part of tbe citizens aml
authorities, and atlmouishing us that the fire of the
fleet might be drawn upon the city at any moment.
"The election is with yon," says the flag-officer,
"but it becomes my duty to notify you to remove
the women and children within forty-eight hours
if I h:1Ve rightly understood your determination."
This communication was brought to the City
Hall by Commander Henry H. Bell, who was
accompanied by Acting l\Iaster Herbert B. Tyson.
After reading it 1Ir. Monroe sai,l : "As I consider
thi:,; a threat to bomlJard the city, and as it is a
matter about which the notice should be clear and
specific, l desire to know "·hen the forty-eight
hours began to 1·1m.''
"lt begins from the time you 1·eceive this
notice," replied the captain.
" 'fheu," said the mayor. taking out his watch
and showi11g it to the captain, "you see it is fifteen
minutes past 1:2 o'clock."
Commander Bell ackuowledged the correctness
of the mayor's time, and went on to say that he
was further charged to call attention to the "bad
faith" of the comqnamler of the .McRae, the
steamer which had brought 11p tho wounded and
tle:-ul from th<' forts under a flag of truce, in either
sinking or allowing his steamer to sink without
reporting to the flag-officer his inability to keep
his pletlge and take it back to tbe forts.
'I'he eonucil was convoked for the consideration
of Captain Farragut's letter, and the mayor ap
peared before them and gave his views regarding
the answer to he returned. Captain Farragut bad
assumed as his own act the raising of the flag on
the l\liut and alluded to an attempt havillg been
made by him to place one upon the Custom-house.
The mayor's reply, which was d1·afted hy l\Ir. Soule,
rnnews his refusal to lower the flag of Louisiana.

"This satisfaction," he says, "you cannot obtain
at our hands. We will stand your bombardment,
unarmed and undefended as we are."
Accompanied by Mr. Soule I conveyed this reply
to the Hartford early on the morning of the 29th.
On our arrival l\Ir. Soule at once entered upon a
discussion of international law, which was listened
to patiently by the flag-officer and Commanders
Bailey and Bell. When 1Ir. Soule had concluded,
Captaiu Farragut replied that he was a plain sailor
and it was not expected that be should understand
the nice points of internatio11al usage; that he was
simply there as the commander of the fleet and
aimed only to do his duty in that capacity.
l\Ir. Soule, haviug apparently fulfilled his mission,
now asked to be set on shore, as he bad au engage
ment at 9 o'clock. This engagement was to meet
the mayor and some others, including, if I remem
ber aright, General Lovell (who bad come down to
the city from Camp l\loore), with a view of urging
upon them a scheme for making a combined night
attack, by means of a flotilla of ferry-boats, npou
the fleet, whose ammunition it was generally
believed had been exhausted. There had been au
in.formal conference at the mayor's residence the
evening previous, at which I was present, when
.Mr. Soule unfolded his plan of the contemplated
night attack and urged it strongly upon the mayor's
attention. 'fhe meeting at D o'clock the following
morning was for the purpose of discussing this
matter more freely. It was, however, too late for
such an undertaking, even had the plan been a
mncb more feasible one. The forts had surren
dered! Captain Fanagut had already dispatched
a message to the mayor notifying him of that
event, aud adding that he was about to raise the
United States flag on the l\lint and Custom-house.
He still insisted that the lowering of the flag over
the City Hall sbould be the work of those who had
raisefl it, but before I left the ship he had yieldetl
that point also, anrl I reported to my chief that
there would be no bombardment and that the
ungrateful task of lowering our flag would be per
formed by those who demanded its removal.
l\Iayor 1\Ionroe at once issued a proclamation
requesting all citizens "to retire to their homes
dming these acts of authority which it would be
folly to resist," and impressing upon them the
melancholy eonsola.tion that the flag was not to be
rerno,·ed by their authorities, "but hy those who
had the power aud the will to exercise it." I
carried a copy of this proclamation on board the
flag-ship.
The duty of raising and removing the flags was
in trusted to Captain Bell. I left the ship in adrnnee
of bis force, and returned to the City Hall to report
their coming. The stage was now set for the last
act, aud soon the officers, marines, aucl sailors
appeared in Lafayette square with bayonets and
two brass howitzers glittering in the sunlight.. 'fhe
ui:irines were formed in line on the St. Charles
street side of the square near the iron railing
which at that time inclosetl it, while the guns were
drawn through the gates out into the midille of the
street, and placed so as to command the thorough
fare either way.
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The crowd flowed in from every direction and
:filled the street in a compact mass both above and
below the square. They were silent, but angry
and threatening. l\Iany openly displayed their
arms. An open way was left in front of the hall,
and their force being stationed, Captain Bell and
Lieutenant Kautz passed across the street,
mounted the hall steps, and entered the mayor's
parlor. Approaching the mayor, Captain Bell said:
"I have come in obedience to orders to haul tlown
the State flag from this building."
1\Ir. 1\Iouroe replied, his voice trembling with re
strained emotion, "Very well, sir, you can do it;
but I wish to say that there is not in my entire con
stituency so wretched a renegade as would be will
ing to exchange places with you."
He emphasized this speech in a manner which
must have been very offensive to the officers. Cap
tain Bell visibly restrained himself from reply and
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asked at once that he might he shown the way to
the roof. The mayor replied hy referring him to
the janitor, whom he would fl.ml outside.
As soon as the two officers left the room, Mr.
Monroe also went out and placed himself imme
diately in front of the howitzer pointing down St.
Charles street. There, folding his arms, he fixed
his eyes upon the gunner who stood lanyard in
hand ready for action. Here he remained uutil the
flag had been hauled down and Lieute11ant Kantz
and Captain Bell had reappeared. At an order
from the officers the sailors drew their howitzers
back into the square, the marines fell into march
ing order behind them, and retired as they had
come. As they passed out through the Camp
street gate, 1\Ir. l\Ionroe turned tom1rcl the ball,
and the people who had hitherto preserved the
silence he had asked from them uroke into cheers
for their mayor.

THE WATER-BATTERY AT FORT JACKSON".
BY WlLLIA1I B. ROBER1'SO�, CAPTAIX, 1ST LOUISl.A..'<A ARTILLERY, C. S. A,

15th of April, 186�, I was directed
O bytheLieutenant
-Colonel E dward Higgins, com

impossible to stand erect in them, and the men
could not lie down at full length.
On the 1 th of April the enemy commenced the
manding Forts Jackson and St. Philip, to take
command of the water-battery. [See map, p. 3"1.] bombardmeut of Fort Jackson and the water-bat
This was au outwork of Fort Jackson, separated tery with all bis mortar-boats. The fort and the
from it by two moats. It was quadrilateral in water-battery replied vigorously, hut finding it im
shape, inclosed on three sides l>y a breastwork possible to reach them with any of my guns, owing
made of earth, the side next to the fort being chiefly to the inferiority of our powder, I was
open. 'fhe battery had no casemates or covered ordered to use my mortar only. This was the
ways. It had been hastily prepared for use just nearest piece in the fortifications to the enemy,
previous to the appearance of the enemy's fleet in and whenever it happened that the charge of
our front. During the siege it was directly in the powder was of good quality the shells from this
line of fire from the mortar-boats, or very nearly so. mortar made it bot for the mm-tar-boats, though
The battery was manned by a detachment of we could see that many of them fell short. During
Company D, 1st Louisiana Artillery, under First the first days of the bombardment the enemy's
Lie.utenaut R. J. Bruce, a detachment of the St. guu-lJOats appeared occasionally aboYe the point
Mary's Cannoneers, under First Lieutenant George of woods, but were soon rlrfren to seek cover in
·O. Foot, and a detachment of my company, "B," every instance by the combined fire of Forts Jack
1st Louisiana Artillery, under Sergeant Henry son and St. Philip and the water-battery. On
Herman, numbering, all told, about 100 men. April 1 Dth the boml)a.rdment was renewell with
There were mounted in the work 8 guns, viz., � increased fury, and several of the enemy's gun
rifled 32-pounders (old smooth-bores rifled), 110- boats endeavored to maintain positions alJove the
incb Columbiad, 1 D-inch Co1umbiad, 3 smooth-bore point of woods, about three miles below Fort
32-pouuders, aud 1 10-iuch sea-coast mortar.� Jackson, and behind which the mortar-boats lay
In the battery there were two magazines which ha,1 concealed from view and in comparative safety,
been hurriedly constructed. They were built of old owing to the inferiority of our ordnance and am
flat-boat gunwales (pieces of timber about l�X�4 mlmition,- but they were unable to withstand
inches square) placed close together, resting at one the fire from the forts and the water-battery, and
end on the edge of the parapet, and at the other soon retired. In these engagements T used only
on the tcrl"e-plein of the battery. These gunwales the rifle guns and Columbia.els. That day the
were laid on their flat sides and were covered with enemy's mortar fire was very accurate, and dis
several courses of bags filled with sand to a depth abled both of the 3:?-pounder rifle guns in the
of two or three feet. There were also two tem water-battery. \Ve patched them up as well as we
porary hovels intended for shelte1· for the men could afterward, and made them serviceable.
On the :?0th the bombardment continued, havwhile sleeping. They were so low that it was
N

} Captain Robertson's enumeration of inms in the
water-battery differs from that given on llnge 75. The
latter, which was made llll before the reeeipt nf Ca1ltain
Robertson's account, was ha.sen on t.be followin� facts:
Admiral Porter, in bis report of April 30th, 1862, written
after a visit to the fort, states that the water-battery at
..Jackson contained 6 guns. The plan [seep. 34] made by

l\Ie;;srs. Harris aml Gerdes of the coast sul',ey gives 6
pieces, viz., 5 guns and 1 mortar. Liente11ant (now
General) John C. Palfrey, hcin� ordered hy Lieutenant
Weitzel to make a list of the ordnance in the fort, gives
the armament of the outer l1atter�" as follows: "Two 32pounders riflecl, one 10-iuch Columbiad, two 8-incb Colnm
biads, m1d one IO-inch sea-mortar,- total, 6. "- EmTO Rs.
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ing bei>n maintained uninterruptedly all the pre
vious night. The Federal gnn-boats several times
poked their noses cautiously around the point,
delivered shots, and dodged back quickly.
Some tiwe during the first tlays of the bombard
ment, the Confederate States steamer JJcRae, ly
ing about the fort and in its rear, commenced firing
at the mortar-fleet, with the good intention of aid
ing us. The projectiles from her guns passetl
directly over the water-battery, and many sabots
frow them fell in and around it. Seeing that her
shot were falling far short of the enemy, and that
it would be lrnta waste of ammunition for her to con
tinue firing, I notified Colonel Higgins of the facts,
and he requested her commander to cease firing,
which he promptly did. This was the only attempt,
according to my recollection, on the part of the
navy, after the first day of the bombardment, to
render us any assistance, until they were forced
into action by Farragut's advance.
After the 20th of April the enemy's mortar-boats
continuerl to rain shell incessantly, night and clay,
upon Fort Jackson and the wnter-battery, until
nearly �undown on the :?-!th. During all this try
ing periol1 the officers and men who served umler
me in the water-battery never waYerecl, a11d uot a
si11glc 011e 1cas cccr drire11 frmn 7,is post.
On the afternoon of the :?:M l received a com
munication from Colonel Higgins, notifying me
that the enemy were planting signals along the
1frer-bank, just above the position of the mortar
fleet, arn1 that this ancl other mornments among
them i!lllicated that they would make an attempt
that night to rush by our works, with their steam
ers, and ordering me to prepare to resist their pas
sage. He also notified me that the river would he
lit up by fire-rafts. l was yei•y watchful all that
night, hardly sleeping an instant. Every gnu in
the battery was loaded and pointet1 toward the
river, alll1 the men were kept at their posts.
At 3: 30 the bombardment was redoubled, and
soou afterwartl Sergeant H(:'rman called my atten
tion to several black, shapeless masses, barely
dislingnishable from the sm·1·ouuding darkuess,
moving silently, but steadily, up the river. Not a
light was visible anywhere; not a torch had been
applied to a. single fire-raft, and not one of them
had been started from its moorings. As soon as I
caught sight of the moving objects, I knew they
were the enemy's vessels, and I ordered the guns
to be trained upon the two which were in the lead,
aml to open a rapid fire upon them. Only a mo
ment sufficetl for the gunners to :,:ight the guns, so
thoroughly was eYerything preparetl, and thewater
battery thulllleretl its greeting to the enemy. Fort
Jackson followed instantly with a grand crash of
artillery from the guns under Awlerson and Ogden,
Baylor aucl Agar along the lower and river fronts,
ant1 from those of l\Iumford i11 the mortar bas
tion and Kennedy in the flag-staff hastion. Fort
St. Philip e<?hoetl with the boom of its g1111s. The
Fetleral vi>ssels replied with broa<lsides. The
fla hes of the g-ims, from l)oth si<les, lit up the
river with a lurid light that reYenle<l the outlines
of the Federal steamers more distinctly.
I do not believe there ever was a grander spec-

t.acle witnessed before in the world than that dis
played during the great artillery duel which then
followed. The mortar-shells shot upward from the
mortar-boats, rushed to the apexes of their flight,
flashing the lights of their fuses as they revolved,
pausetl an instant, and then deseemlecl upon our
works like hunclretls of meteors, or burst in mid
air, hurling their jagged fragments in every direc
tion. The gnus on both sides kept up a continual
roar for nearly an hour, without a moment's inter
mission, and produced a shimmering illumination,
which, though beautiful and grand, was illusive in
its eifeet upon the eye, and made it impossible to
judge accurately of the distance of the moving
vessels from us; anu this fact, taken in eonnection
with their rapid and constant change of positions,
as they speedet1 up the river, rendered. it very dif
ficult to hit them with our projectiles. On the
other ham1, our positions being statio1rnry, they
operated at no such clisachantage, though moving
themselves. All the shore guns were served with
grea.t rapidity, until the vessels had pnssecl beyond
our range. As the vessels were masked by Fort
Jackson from onr view as they passed up the river,
our attention was turned to those following, in suc
cession; and 110 vessel stood in front of Fort Jack
son nm1 the water-battery many momeuts without
receiving their compliments in the shape of iron
missiles. �Yo guus 11·1'l'e silenced in cithet Fort
,Iacksou OI' tlie 1rntcr-battery at a11y time during
this c11gagemc11t. �Yut a man 1cas drirc11 from liis
po:;/ at the f/1/JIS in the 1cater-battery, iu11ch less from
the battery itself, as is asserted by Admiral Porter.
[See p. -!3.J
After Farrngut passed with most of his steamers
there wa,; a slackening of the fire iu the forts
antl the water-bnttery, simply for the reasou that
it would have been madness to liavc wasted any
more ammuuition than was necessary to drive
away Admiral Porter am1 all the vessels which had
failed to pass the forts under cover of darkness.
But as soon as it was light enough to see them
plninly 1ce silenced and drove rapidly down the river
all the ·ressels, incl11di11g .ddmiral Porter's, that re
mained belou• the forts. As soon as Farragut's ves
sels conltl, they pushed up the river out of our range.
The passage of the forts by Farragut and his
fleet was an act of grand heroism that should for
ever shed luster on the American navy, and PortP.r
and his mortar-fleet did splendid work, and con
tributed very materially to the success which the
Federal navy nchieYetl over us. I have no doubt
he fought his flotilla in front of the water-bnttery
with great courage. But some tbiugs he did 11ot
necompli h, and among them the silencing of Fort
Jackson and the water-battery. I think it could be
proven that it was a physical impossibility for him
to have gotten as near the water-battery as he
claims to have <lone, as I think the water-battery
is farthe1· from the river-bank itse((. But to Fana
gut belongs t.he great glory of the capture.
In refel'ence to the mutiny, I lia,·e only to say
this, that there was no indication that ally of the
men in the water-battery were implicated in it.
No officers and I helie,·e no natiYe Southerners
were involved in this disgraceful affair.

CONFEDERATE RESPONSIBILITIES FOR FARRAGUT'S SUCCESS.
I.- BY JAMES GRii\lSHAW DUNCAJ.'i, SON OF THE CO1UIANDER OF FORTS JACKSON Ai.'1D ST. PHILIP.

the 22d of April,_ by rder f l\Iaj r-General
ONLovell,
everyth ng afl at, including the towo

i

o

o

o

moruing, and I hope that by to-morrow !light the motive
power of the Louisiana will be rcad.r, aud that in the
me,mtime her battery will be in 11laee a!ld otller prep
nrations will be completed, so :is to c>uable her to act
against the ellemy. When ready, yon will be immediately
advised."

boats and the entire control of the fire-barges f ormerly uuder General J. K. Dllllcan, was turned over
to Captain J. K. l\Iitchell, command ing the Confederate States naval forces on the lower l\Iiss is
In this refusal Captain l\Iitchell was supported by
sippi River; and 150 men from both f orts were
Captains l\Icintosh, Huger, and "\Varley. Two o ther
given him as gunners am1 sharp-shooters for the
notes were also addressed hi m this day, requesting
Loui;;iann.
that fire-barges he sent d o wn and a vigilant outlook
In an iuterview with Captain Mitchell on the
kept from all his vessels, and asking his coopera
moruing of this date, General Duncan lea med that
tio n should the enemy attempt to p ass during the
the motive power of the Louisiana was not likely
night. This was promised, but n o success attended
t o be completed iu t ime to bring her, as an aggres
the attempts at send iug do wn fire-barges, f or
sive steamer, into the pending action. As an iron
which there was no excuse; for, alth ough the tugs
clad floating battery, mounting sixteen guns of the
were not in work ing ortler, there were sb.: boats of
heaviest caliber, she was then as complete as she
the river fleet available, and fire-barges were plen
would ever be. Under these circumstances Gen
tiful. No i mmediate relief being looked for from
eral Duncan c ons idered that her best poss ible pos i
om fleet, the entire c ommand of Fort Jacks on
tion ,vonld he below the raft, close in on the Fort
was turned ont t o repair damages under a very
St. Ph i lip shore. This position would giw ns three
heavy fixe. The bombardment c ontinued without
direct and cross fires upon the enemy's apprO[]Ch,
inter mi$sion throughout the 23d, but slackeued
and at the same time insure the Louisiana against
off about 1� o'eloc.k 111., at which time there was
a direct assa ult. Accordingly, General Duncan
every indicat.ion of exhaustion on the part of the
urged these views upon Captain l\Iitchell in the fol
mortar-flot illa. The following letter "·as sent to
lowing letter:
Captain l\Iitchell hy General Duncan:
''.It is of vital imporfance that the presc11t tire of the
"I am of the opinion thnt the mortar practice of the
enemy should he withdrawn from ns, which yon alone
cau do. This can be done iu the manner snggetitCd this cuemy ngainst Fort JackRou must he uearly exhausted,
morninp;, under cover of onr gnus, while your work on :md that there is every indication thnt ti.Jc enemy, as the
the J1oat can be c:urird on in safety aucl i;ecm·ity. Our next plan of attack. is nbont to move up his large vessels
positiou is a critical one, dependent eutirelyon the po\'l" to the point of woodR, and open upon us with hi,; broad
ers of endurance of onr cnsemates, mauy of which lrnYe sides. One of the large vessels has nlrnady hec11 JJrought
been complete!)' shntterecl and are cnnnbling away h)· up and placed in position. Should the aho,·e prove to be
repeated shocks; and therefore I respectfully Jmt rar the case, it is imperatively necessary thnt the batteries
nestly ngain urge my SU/!"geFtion of this morning on yom· of the. Louisirmri slwul<l be brong-ht into action at all
hazanls, as well as those of Forts Jnclrson and St. Pl.Jilip.
notice. Our magazines are also in clanger."
A proper po.•ition for the Louisiana would be on the
Captain l\Iitchell replied:
Fort St. Philip side, a short clistanee hclow the raft and
"I ha Ye the honor to ncknowleclge the receipt of yours clo�e to the shore, whieh will give ns thrre direct and
of this date, asking me to place the Lo11isia11a in posi cross fires npou the 11oint ot' attack."
tion below the raft this evening, if possible. This vessel
To this C apta.in 1\Iitcbell replied as before.
was hurried away from New Orleans before her steam
power and batteries were ready for serYicc, without a Nothing now c o uld he expected of the Louisiana;
crew, imcl in many other respects very iucornplctc, ancl the only p ositiou which o ffered eve1-y possible
this condition of things is but partially remedied now. chance of success had been repeatedly refused.
She is uot yet prepared to offer battle to the enemy, but Still Capta i n 1\Iitchell had other duties to perf orm,
should he attempt to pass the forts, we will do all we
can to prevent it; and it was for th.is pnrpoFe only that and at sundown General Duncan wrote to him:
•· The enemy has just sent up a small boat., and planted
slJe was placed in position where necessity mig-ht force
her into act.ion, iuadequntely prepare<l n.s she iR nt this a series of white flngs on the Fort, St. Philip Riel!', com
moment.. We have now at work ou board about tifti· rne11ciug about 350 yards nbovc tlle lone tree. It is the
mechanic,-, as well as her own crew an<l those from oth�r probable position of his ships iu the uew line of attack
vessels doing work essential to the preparation of the which, in J.uy opinion, he contemplates for :ittacking
vessel for battle. Uuder these circumstances it would, Fort Jacksou with his Jarg-e YCRsels. As .von mav not
in my est.imation, be hnzarding too mnc>h to 11lace her have seen this operation, I fnruiRh you with the informa
uncler the fire of the enemy. Every effort is heing made tiou. Please kePp the river well lit np with fire-rafts
to prepare her for the relief of Fort Jack�on, the cornli- to-llight, as the attack mny lw made at any time."
tiou of which is fully felt by me; and the very moment
Tbe flags referred to were planted under cover of
I call venture to fare onr enPmv with aLw rcasonahle
chance of success, be assured, deueral, J � ill clo it, aucl a perfect hail of shells. At ab out fl P. ilf., Lieu
trust that the rnsnlt will show you that I am now 1nrr- tenant Shryock, C. S. N., Captain l\Iitchell's aide,
suing ti.Jc right courRe."
ca.me ashore to inform General Duncan that the
Ou the 23d, Captain l\Iitchell replied t o another Louisiana would be ready for service by the next
evening (the 24th). General Duncan informed
urgent request from General Duncan:
"I lmow the importauce tot.he safety of Forts Jack�ou hi m "that time was ever)'thing t.o us, and that t o
and St. I'hilip and the city of New OrleanR of lwviug morrow would in all probabil ity 1n·ove too late."
this vessel in proper condition before seeking an eu- Lieutenant-Colonel Higgins wa-rml)' seconded th is
counter with the enemy. If he scel{S one. or attempts op inion , and wamed Lieutenant Shryock that the
the passage of the forts before this vessel is ready, 1
shall meet him, however unprepared J may he. we final battle was imminent within a few hours. In
have an additional force of mechauics from the city this regard to light ing the river, Lieutenant Shryock
101
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stated that fire-barges would be sent down regu
larly every two hours throughout the night, and
as none had been sent up to that hour (G: 30 P. JII. ),
he left, informing these officers that the matter
would be attended to as soon as he anived on
board. Hour after hour passed, and not a bm·ge
was lighted. In consequence of this neglect, the
river remainetl in complete darkness the entire
night. The bombardment continued all night, and
toward morning grew furious. At 3: 30 A. JII. the
large vessels of the enemy were observed in mo-

tion. General Duncan then made this, his last
and :final appeal to Captain l\Iitchell:
"FORT JACKSOX, La., 3:30 A. M., April 24th, 1862.
CAPTAIN: As I anticipated, and informed you yesterday,
the enemy are taking np their positions at the present
moment, with their large sb:ipR, on the St. Philip shore,
to operate against Fort Jaclrnon. They arc placing
themselyes boldly, with their li,gllts at their mast-heads.
You are assuming a fearful res11onsibility if yon tlo not
come at once to our assistance with the Louisiana and
the fleet. I can say uo more."
l\Iitchell did not come, but Farragnt did.

II.- BY JOHN K. JIIITCHELL, CmIMODORE, C. S. N.

T

article by Admiral D. D. Porter, entitled
"The Opening of the Lower l\lississippi,"
pu blishetl in " The Century" magazine for April,
1 S85, is opeu to aclverse criticism, and particu
larly where he indulges in personal reflections
upon the officers of my command. He claims that
"one fact only was in our [Farragut's] f:wor, and that
was the lliYision of their [the Confederate] forees untlcr
three clilt'erent brads. whieb pren·ntetl unanimity of ac
tion. In every other respeet the odd� were agniust us."
But taking Admiral Porter's own showing of the
armaments, it appears that the weight of one eu
tire round of projectiles was approximately: Con
federate. 7130 pounds; Union, 20,224; making
a difference in favor of the Union force of 13,085
pounds. or nearly 3 to 1 in weight of projectiles.
The weight of one entire round of all the Confed
erate forces C{float (including the 10 guns of the
Louisiana that could not be used) was 17GOpounds,
and ,lid not equal one round of any one of 4 of the first
class United States sloops of war, as, for instance,
the Pensacola, which was 1S60 pounds. The ord
nance of the United 8tates fleet was the heaviest
known to any navy of that day; her vessels were
inferior to those of no other nation in construction,
equipment, arnl speed, and were manned by offi
cers and crews of unsurpassed courage, skill, train
ing, and discipline. The Confederate armament
was composed of the old discarded guns of the
United States army and navy, many of which
were old smooth bores, rifled or reamed out to a
larger caliber; or, if newly cast, made from scrap
iron, insufficiently tested and inspected, and so,
with good reason, distrusted by the crews that
worked them. Admiral Porter further says:
"It is generally eonceded hy military men that 1 gun
in a fort is about equal to 5 on hoard of a wooden ship,
especially when, as in this eaAe, the forces afloat nrc
obliged to contend against a 3 12-lmot rnrrent in a elrnn
nel obstructell by chains antl fire-rafts." [See note, p. 75.J
Nowhere is it shown that any oh,;tructions were
encountered by the fleet in its passage by the forts,
and it appears that the Hnr(ford was the only ves
sel that got foul of a. fire-raft. As to the Louisiann,
A,Imiral Porter states:
"The Louisiana remained tied up to the hank, where
she could not obstruct the riYer or throw the Union fleet
into eonfusion while passing the fortA."
The fact is that the Louisia11a, being immovable,
could use only her 3 bow guns and 3 of her star
board broadside gnns, and those only as the ves
sels of the enemy passed directly in f�·ont of them,
for they conld 1Je trained but 5 degrees either way.
HE

Her heterogeneous crew was sent on board in less
than four days before the action ; there was no
time for the men even to know each other at the
same gun, no time for training or practice, but
they were occupied during this brief period in
mounting or remounting their guns, few of them
having ever seen a c·aimon fired.
In his account of the capitulation in the cabin
of the Harriet La11e, Arlmiral Porter says:
".As we were al1out to sign tlie terms, I was quite snr1,rised to find that it wa� not expected that the vessels
of war were to he int'lnded in the terms agreed to by
the Confederate officers."
•' Surprised," indee,1 ! when that very morning
Colonel Higgins had sent his letter of the same day
(April 28th), offering the "sw·1·e11der of tliese forts"
(Jackson and St. Philip), which he commanded;
and closing with the words, '' 1Ce lw1·e no eo11trol oi·er
/lie rcsscls C(float." [See note, p. 51.J l\Ioreover, in
the terms presented to Duncan when he went on
boar,1, which the Admiral says he had prepared
before, notlii11g i8 saill of the surrrndcr of /lie narnl
forces. Such a contradictory statement, however,
has its parallel in the assertion as to the effect of
the explosion of the Louisiana, that it
"fctil'ly shook 11s all out of ow· seats and thl'CW the
Hal'ricl Lane 01·c1· on her side, lmt we finished the terms.
... The Louisianct was blown up just before reaching
the flotilla."
Lientenant William l\I. Bridges, Adjntant of Fort
Jackson, now (1887) a resident of Richmond, Va.,
was present in the cabin at the signing of the
capitulation, and he denies, most emphatically,
that sneh an effect was produced on the Harriet
Lane and on those seated in her cabin.
l\fy belligerent rights were not impaired or sus
pended by the Sill-render of General Duncan and the
flying of a flag of truce, to which I was not a party;
and had the effect of the explosion been to destroy
the Harriet Lane and the entire Federal force, the
laws of war would have justified it.
As to my difference of opinion with General
Duncan: naval officers ought surely to be consid
ered better judges of how the forces and appliances
at their command should be managed than army
officers. The conduct of the naval forces, by the
finding of a Confederate court of inquiry, was fully
sustained, and the court prolonged its session two
mouths, vainly waiting for the appearance of
General Lovell and Lieut.-Colonel Higgins, who
were summoned to testify before the court at my
instance, they being the most prominent complain
ants against the Navy, General Duncan having died.

THE CONFEDERATE INVASION OF NEW MEXICO AND
ARIZONA.
BY GEORGE H. PETTIS, BREVET CAPT., U. S. ,·., LATE LIEUTENANT COllll\IANDING CO. K 1ST
CALTFORXIA L�FA.J.'nRY, AND LIEUTENAXT AXD AD.TUTANT 1ST NEW l\IEXICO INFANTRY.

THE buffalo hnnt,I of Captain John R. Ba�·lor cul
minated on his reaching El Paso (Franklin), Texas,
,..
on the border of New l\Iexico, in the fir t week in
. <:t/!$.�l}f< -: - '
July, 1861, with about three hundred men of his
I
regiment, the 2d Te:s.a. l\Iounted Rift s, C. S. A.,
· and occupying Fort Bliss, across the river, which
,-��\.� _·,
·----.....,-�'l!ii��
"-r:--� ,�
had been abandoned by the regular troops. He
}(C�,R''.
wa warmly "·elcomed by the few sece sioni ts in
(:""��8:�
that neighborhood, prominent among whom ,,ere
Colonel B. l\Iagoffin, ,Judge Simeon Hart, and Jnclge
J. F. Crosb?, who were the wealthiest persons in
that vicinity. On the 23d of Jul�T Captain Baylor, with abont tw·o 1rnnd.Ted
and fifty men, adnm<> e<.l up the Rio Grande, crossing to the west ide of the
river at San 'rornas, and proceeding to La �Ie illa. On the afternoon of the
25th l\lajor Isaac Lynde, 7th e. S. Infantry, who was in cornllland at Fort
li..,ilbnore, a post about fonr miles distant from l\fosilla, proceeded against the
rebels with about fonr hnndred lllen,-artillery, cavalry, and infantry,-and
after a desultory attack ou the town, invohring a loss of thrne men killed
and two officers and four men wonndecl, he cowarcliy retm·ned to the adobe
walls of Fort Fil1morn. On the morning· of the 27th Lynde evacuated
the fort without reason, and commenced a retreat for Fort Stanton,
having :J,bont five hundred men. When near Snn Augustine Springs,
Baylor appeared in his rear with less than three hnnclrecl men; and with
out a shot on either side Lynde surrendered his entire force, which consisted
of seven companies of the 7th Regular Infatntry and three companies of
Mounted Rifles. t
In the meantime, Fort Buchanan, situated near Tubae, and Fort Breckin1·idge, on the north side of the San Pedro River nnd above its confluence with
the Gila, had been abandoned, and the troops ordered to Fort Fillmore.
Upon reaching Cook's Canon, this command, consisting of Captain Isaiah
N. l\ioore, 1st Dragoons, with fonr compnnies, were informed of l\iajor
Lynde's disgraceful sunender, wherenpon they destroyed a large amount of
Government stores which they had in charge, as well as private property
at the eastern encl of the canon, and fie l precipitately to Fort Craig. On
the 1st of Angust Captain Baylor issued a proclamation organizing a1l that
part of the Territory of New l\le:s.ico lying south of the thirty-fourth parallel
..
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J See Mrs. Caroline B. Dal'l'ow's "Recollections
of the Twiggs Surrender," Vol. I., p. 33; also map
on p. of that volume.-EDIT0RS.
tr, On November 25th, 1861, for this conduct Ma103

jor Lynde was dropped from the army. This action
was revoked November 27th, 1 GG, by general
orders, restoring him to his commission and plac
ing him on the retired list of the army.-G. H. P.
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of north latitude as the Confederate territory of Arizona, the seat of govern
ment being at Mesilla, and the authority of governor being assumed by
himself. August 2d, Fort Stanton, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel
Benjamin S. Roberts, 3d U. S. Cavalry, was abaudoned, all the public stores
that could not be carried away being destroyed. During the month of Sep
tember Baylor sent several small parties northerly toward Fort Craig, who
had a number of skirmishes with the Union troops, in which the latter were
nsually worsted.
On the 8th of July, 1861, the Confederate Government at Richmond
authorized General H. H. Sibley (who had formerly been a major in the
army, and had recently seiTed in New l\Iexico) to proceed to Texas and
organize a brigade of troops for the conquest of New 1\lexico. On the 18th
of November Sibley was ready to move from San Antonio, Texas. His
brigade consisted of Colonel Jolm R. Baylor's regiment of Texas Mounted
Rifles (then in New :Mexico), Reil�T 's 4th Regiment, Green's 5th, and Steele's
7th Regiment of Texas mounted troops, and he arriYed at Fort Bliss
011 the 14th of Decern ber, and assumed command of all the "forces of the
Confederate States on the Rio Grande at and above Fort Quitman, and all
in the territory of New l\Iexico and Arizona," and his command was desig
nated as the "Army of New l\Iexico."
By General Orders, No. 97, November 9th, 1861, the United States Depart
ment of New l\Ie:xico ,rns reestablished and placed under the command of
Colonel E. R. S. Canby, 19th U. S. Infontr�,, who had previously relieved
Colonel W. \V. Loring, commanding the regiment of l\Ionnted Rifles, who
had tendered his resignntion to the President, nnd had left his station before
its acceptance. After Lynde's sunendcr, New l\le:xico, south of the Jornado
del JJI11erto, was in po..session of the rebels, and Canby set about enlisting
and reorganizing the militia of the Territory. He also caused Fort Craig to
l)e strengthened by throwing np earth-works, while Fort Union, in the north
eastern part of the Territory, was changed from its old location nncler the
mesa, and moved abont a mile into the plains, and converted into a field
·work, all the quarters, both officers' and men's, being made bomb-proof. The
Indians in the monntime ,,ere cansing much tronhle to both the Union and
rebel commanders in their respective districts. The Mescalero Apaches,
Kiowas, Comanches, and Navajoes were constantly making forays on Ca.nby's
district, ,,bile in the southern district the Gila River and Chiricalrna Apaches
were causing· tronhle for Baylor.
During the first week in J nnuary, 1862, Sibley commenced the march up
the Rio Grande with his command, and arrived at Fort Thorn. On the
7th of February he left Fort Thorn for Fort Craig. Ou the 16th a recon
noissance in forco wns made to within two miles of the post, \\hich was
met by the dispakh of a force of cavalry, whereupon the Confederates with
drew a short distance clown the river, and on the 19th crossed over to the
eastern bank. On the :20th a considerable force of Union troops left the fort,
and, crossing the river, made a feint of attack on the Confederate camp near
the river crossing. The Confederates immediately placed all their artillery in
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battery aud commenced firing, whereupon the Union artillery ancl caYah·y
returned to the fort, leaving the infantry to watch the enemy, who that
night made a "dry camp" in the sand-hills directly opposite to and within
sight of Fort Craig, at a distance of less thau two miles. No operations
were attempted by either party clnring the night, with the exception of
"Paddy " Graydon's mule attack upon the Confederate camp.!
! Captain James Graydon (familiarly known as
"Paddy" Graydon) had been a soldier in the reg
ular army, and on the approach of the Confederates
had been authorized to organize an independent
spy company, and as such it was mustered into the
service of the United States. As its name implies,
it was truly an "independent'' company. It was
seldom nuder the restraiut of a superior officer, as
it was nearly all the time on the road, its captain
not liking the monotony of garrison life. Captain
Graydon was a brave man, and no undertaking was
VOL. II. 8

too hazardous for him to attempt. His company
were nearly all uatives of New l\Iexico, and they
would go anywhere their captain would lead them.
On the evening of February ::?0th, when the enemy
were encamped opposite Fort Craig, Graydon was
allo,vecl to make a night attack upon them. With
out explaining the details of his plan, he had pre
pared a couple of wooden boxes, in each of which
half a dozen ::?4-ponnder howitzer shells were
placed, with the fuses cut. These boxes were
securely lashed on the backs of two old mules,
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Early on the morning of the 21st Sibley made a demonstration toward the
fort, while the main part of his command, having abandoned a number of
wagons at the camp with their contents, proceeded northerly, pnssing near
the eastern end of the Mesa de la Contedera, and approaching the river
again nt Valverde. Sibley's command in this region consisted of about two
thousand men.
Colonel Cnnby's command consisted of 3810 men, composed of 5 companies
of the 5th, 3 of the 7th, and 3 of the 10th Regular Infantry; 2 companies of
the 1st and 5 of the 3d Regular Cavalry; l\foRae's and Hall's batteries; and
Ford's company of Colorado Volunteers. The New l\Iexico troops consisted
of Kit Carson's 1st regiment, 7 companies of the 2d, 7 companies of the 3d,
1 of the 4th, 2 of the 5th, Graydon's Spy Company, and some unorganized
militia. As the enemy commenced its movements at about 8 o'clock A. M.,
Colonel Benjamin S. Roberts with the regular and volunteer cavalry, two
sections of l\foRae's (provisional) battery, Hall's section of 24-ponndor how
itzers, Captain David H. Brotherton's company of the 5th, Captain Charles H.
Ingraham's company of the 7th, allCl two (l\Iortimore's and Hubbell's) selected
companies of volunteers were sent from the fort to intercept them should
they attempt to approach the river at Valverde. l\foRae's battery was com
posed of men of Company G of the 2d, nncl Company I of the 3d Regular
Cavalry. Captain Alexander l\IcRae, 3d Cavalry, was in command, with
and the captain with three or four of his men
crossed the river just below the fort and proceeded
in the darkness toward the Confederate camp.
Graydon's project was to get the torpedo mules
within sight of the enemy's picket-line without
being discovered, "I.hen he was to light the
fuses, and the mules, being clirecteLl toward the
picket-line, woul<l move in tho direction of the
animals there. He finally arrived "IVithin 150 yards
of the picket-line, and everything being in readi
ness, the fuses of the boxes were fired, and the
captain and his party commenced their retreat,
when to their constemation they found that the
mules, instead of going tovrnrd the enemy, "IVere
following themselves; the shells soon began to ex
plode, the Confederate camp was qnickly under
arms to repel an attack, aud Pacllly Graydon and
his companions made their way hack to Fort Craig,
where they an:ived before morning, with the loss
of the two mules.
Ou another occasion, when the enemy were on
their retreat from the territory, Paddy Graydon,
with one man, arrived late at night at the village
of Socorro, when ho was informed that there were
seven Confederates in town, quartered in a house
not for away. Paddy, with his army of one soldier,
immediately approached the house that contained
the enemy, and commenced giving orders in a
stentorian voice: "Captain Arlams, move your
company to the north side of the house, aud com
mence firing as soon as you see a man move out of
the huilcling! Cavtain Brorn1, yo11 proceed to
the rear of the house with one platoon of your
company, and send your second platoon to the
south side, and ohsP1·ve the same orders that I

have given Captain Adams!'' Then, after much
ordering of his own imaginary company, he called
upon tho enemy to sm·rernler, "·hich they soon
proceeLled to do by coming out of the house, with
out their arms, which were secured by the gallant
captain, aud the next clay the seveu men wei·e
tlelivered to the commanding officer at Fort Craig
as prisoners of "\Var.
Although the captain was in the service several
months with his company, the same men and
the same number were mustered out as had
been originally mustered in, when in fact, u110.f
jicially, he had really lost more than a dozen
men in action, and as many more by deser
tion. This 1rns brought about as follows: When
his first sergeant reported to him of a morning
that private "Juan Chacon " or "Jose de Dios
l\Iontoyu y Armijo" had deserted Llnring the pre
vious night., uo record was made, as the first l\Iexi
can peon he would chance to see that day would
be pounced upon, aml the captain would say, in
Spanish: "Herc, Juan Chacon, get into your place.
I have a great mind to shoot you for desertion."
,vhereupon the poor peon would probably an
swe1·: ''No, seiior; yo soy Jesus Garcia, yuo estoy
soldado" (No, sir; I am Jesus Garcia, and I am
not a soldier). "Callo la boca, chevato" (Close
your mouth, you brute). "Here, sergeant, give
this man a uniform, and giYc him a horse, as I'll
excuse him this time." The result would be that
tlie new recruit., at the next camp, "l.ould get a
suit of clothes hetter than he had ever dreamed of
possessing, ancl a good meal. The men picked
up in this manner often became the best of
soldiers.-G. H.P.
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Lyman l\'Iishler, 5th Infantry, and I. l\IcBell, 2d New Mexico Volunteers, as
lieutenants. Graydon's Spy Company, and five hundred mounted militia
under Colonels Pino and Robert H. Stapleton, had already been sent to
the eastern side of the river to watch the movements of the enemy.
Colonel Roberts was too late to prevent the Confederates from reaching
the river: when he arrived at the ford at the foot of the J\Iesa de la Conte
dent he found them already there. The action was immediately begun
by sending l\Iajor Duncan with his regular cavalry across the river, who
were dismounted and skirmished on
foot. The enemywere soon driven back,
the batteries were established on the
western bank, and Roberts crossed his
command to the eastern side. The
action commenced at 10 o'clock A. l\I.,
and consisted of artillrry firing on
both sides, charging and connter
charging, and by 12 o'clock the Con
federates had been driven from all the
positions they had taken, and were
forced to move their heavy gnns to a
position higher np the river.
Dm·ing these honl's the Confederates
kept coming npon the field in companies
and parts of companies, being
�1AJoR-aExERAL EDWARD n. s. cA:-.-nL
FR011 A PuornaRAPH.
strung out on their march. At 1� o'clock
Colonel Roberts "as reenforced by Captain Dick Selden's battalion of regnlar
infantry and Colonel Carson's regi.ment of New l\Ie:s:ico Volunteers. These
new troops were soon placed in position by Colonel Roberts, and every move
ment made by him up to this time was successful. Several parties of the
enemy had been driven from their positions, to take np new ones farther a'TI'"ay,
and the superior service of the Union guns, under the skill and conduct of
Captain l\IcRae and Lieutenant Hall, silenced the Confederate batteries and
seemed to assm·e victory to the Union forces. Thus matters stood when
Colonel Canby reached the field and assumed command at �:45 P. 1r. The
enemy had been driven by Colonel Roberts from all their positions, and
had retired behind a high cu:ift of sand, where they re-formed nndiscovered,
and prepared to storm the two Union batteries. After n short lnll in the
action, the two storming parties, armed with shot-gnus, sqninel rifles,
revolvers, and lances, and on foot, made a charge mth great fm-y. The force
that charged on Hall's battery, on the Union right, met mth such a gallant
resistance from the battery's support, consisting of Captain Brotherton's
company, :Major Duncan's dismounted cavalry, Captain ,Vingate's 1Jattalion
of regulnr infantry, nncl Kit Carson's regiment of volunteers, that they were
repulsed with great slaughter, and fled from the field. But the result was clif
ferent on the Union left. McRae's battery, though held with heroic deter
mination, with the loss of every horse, and more than one-half the gunners
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killed or disabled, was taken by the enemy. Captain McRae and Lieutenant
Mishler were both killed at the guns. The Confederate charge was made on
foot, and was led by the gallant l\Iajor S. A. Lockridge, of Colonel Green's 5th
Regiment, who ,Yas the foremost to reach the battery. As he approached the
battery Captain McRae was standing at one of the gnus, with his left hand
upon the knob of the cascabel. Lockridge placed his left hand upon the muzzle
of the same piece and demanded ::McRae's surrender. Both raised their revolv
ers, which were not more than three feet apnrt, and fu·ed together, and both
dropped dead in their tracks. After the enemy reached the battery, there
wns a short haud-to-haud fight, in ,Yhich revolvers, clubbed rifles, and sponge
staffs were used, but the support soon fell back and crossed the river in retreat.
A panic now ensued among the New l\lexicans, but the regulars and the
Colorado Volunteers were all withdrawn across the river in comparatively
good order. The captured guns of McRae's battery were manned by the Con
federates, turned to the rear, and assisted in prodncing the disorder that ensued.
Canby retreated to the adobe walls of Fort Craig, having snstainecl a loss
on the field of ;3 officers and 65 men killed, 3 officers and 157 men wounded,
and 1 officer aml 3-! men prisoners. The enemy's loss was about 40 killed a11d
200 wounded. In will he observed that while Colonel Roberts was in com
mand of the Union troops everything was moviug in their favor, but when
Canby assumed command the tide of battle tm·ned, until finally the Union
forces were beaten and in retreat. It was the almost unanimous opinion of
the officers engaged at Valverde, that if Canby had remained at Fort Craig
on that clay tbe Confederates would have commenced their retreat at that
time for San Antonio, Texas.
After remaining two clays at Valverde, to bury the dead and give needed
rest to his men, Sibley moved up the riYer to Albuquerque, leaving his
sick and wounded at Socorro. Sibley found, npon his arrival at Albn
querqne, thnt Captain Herbert �I. Enos, assistant-quartermaster, U. S. A.,
who was in command there, had destroyed the larger part of the Government
stores at that place and had retreated with his command toward Santa Fe.
On the 4th of �Iarch, Major J. L. Donaldson, quartermaster, U. S. A., com
mancling at Snnta Fe, destroyed the Government stores at that place, and
retreated with his command to Fort Union. The enemy soon after occupied
Santa Fe.
In the first week in l\Iarch, 1862, Colonel Jolm P. Slough, commanding
the 1st Regiment Colorado Volunteers, arrived at Fort Union, having made
some extraordinary marches, and relieved Colonel G. R. Paul, 4th Regiment
New l\Iexico Volunteers, of the command of the Northern District of New
l\Iexico. Colonel Slough, who was a thorough fighting-mnn, proceeded to
form a command, composed of his own regiment, with what regulars and
New l\Iexico Volunteers he found at Fort Union, for the pm·pose of operating
against the Confederates, whose next movement was snpposed to be toward
Fort Union; or of forming a junction with Canby's force, "·hich was snp
posecl to have left Fort Craig. His command numbered 1342 officers and
men, with a battery of 4 gnns, m1der command of Captain J. F. Ritter, 15th
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Infantry, and a battery of 4 mountain howitzers commanded hy Captain
Ira W. Claflin, 3d Cav,1lry. Slough left Fort Union on l\farch 22d. Ou the
26th, when at Bernal Springs, he dispatched l\Iajor Chivingtou, of the 1st
Colorado Volunteers, with 200 cavalry and 180 infantry, toward Santa Fe.
The enemy were encountered at Johnson's Ranch, in Apache Cafion, about
fifteen miles from Santa Fe. An engagement follmved, in which both sides
claimed the victory: the Union loss was 5 killed and 14 wounded, while the
Confederate loss -was 32 killed, 43 wounded, and 71 prisoners. Chivington
fell back to Pigeon's Ranch, and l\lajor
Pyron, who had commanded the Confed
erates, was reenforced during the night
by Colonel "\V. R. Scurry and his com
mand, who had been encamped at Galisteo.
On the 27th Colonel Slough arrived at
Koslowski's Ranch; on the 28th he moved
toward Apache Canon, and at 11 o'clock
A. M. the enemy's pickets were enconn
terecl. This was a terrible place for an
engagement-a deep gorge, with a narrow
wagon-track running along the bottom,
the ground rising precipitously on each
side, with huge bowlders and clumps of
stunted cedal'S interspersed. The batteries
on both sides were brought forward, the
BRIGADIER-GE::-EnAL HE:SRY H. srnLEY, c. s. A.
infantry thrown out upon the flanks, and
FRO)! A PIIOTOGRAP!I.
the firing soon became genera1 . Colonel
Slough had been informed that the entire baggage and ammunition train of
the Confederates was at Jolmson's Ranch, and before the action began l\Iajor
Chivington's command was sent clfrect over the mountain, unobserved by the
enemy, came down upon their camp, which was guarded by some two hun
dred men, and fell upon their train, consisting of sixty ,,agons, which, with
their entfre contents and a 6-pounder gun, were completely destroyed. Two
Confederate officers and fifteen men were taken prisoners. This loss was
the most serious that the enemy had met with in the whole of their cam
paign, as all their ammunition, baggage, and provisions-of which they
were already short-were destroyed, and it was· accomplished without the
loss of a single Union man. The fight in the cafion continued until late in
the afternoon, when Colonel Slough moved back to Koslowski's Ranch. This
engagement is known in Union reports as "Apache Canon," and at the South
as the "battle of Glorieta." The Union loss was 1 officer and 28 men killed,
2 officers and 40 men wounded, and 15 prisoners; the Confederate, 36 killed,
60 wounded, and 17 prisoners. Colonel Scurry returned to Santa Fe in a
completely demoralized condition, while Colonel Slough, having accomplished
.. all that was desired, returned to Fort Union.
On April 1st Colonel Canby, who still remained at Fort Craig, left that
post with a force consisting of 860 regulars and 350 volunteers, and arrived
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at or near Albuquerque on the afternoon of the 8th. His intention was
to effect a junction with the Fort Union troops. He made a feint of attack
on Albuquerque by sending in Paddy Graydon's company, supported by
a few regular cavalry under Major Duncan. The Confederates ,rnre ready
to receiYe them, and fired a few rounds, when Canby retired and passed
through Carnuel Canon to the little adobe village of San Antonio on the east
side of the Sandia :Mountain, where he soou was joined by Colonel G. R.
Paul and his command from that post. \Vb.en 11m,s "\Vas receiYecl at Santa
Fe that Ca11b3T had attacked Albuquerque, Colonel Scurry with his entire
force started for that town.
General Sibley was now in straitened circumstances. Forts Union and
Craig contained all the subsistence stores in the territory, with the exception
of "hat was in the hands of the people, all of which was cached, or hiddeu
away. He had no money to p1wchase with, except Confederate hills, which
were valueless. He could 11ot aclYance to Fort Union, as Colouel Slough
could withstand any force that he could send in that direction, and he
was not strong enough to attack Fort Craig. Accordingly, he determined
upon retreatiug from the territory if Canby would allow him to do so. On
the moruiug of April 12th, the evacuation of Albuquerque commenced by the
crossing· to the "\Vest side of the river of Scurry's and Steele's regiments,
Pyrou's battalion, and a part of the artillery. Green's regiment moved down
on the east side of the river to Peralta, where it crossed over, after a serious
skirmish with some of Canby's troops, in which the Confederates lost 6 killed,
3 wounded, and 22 prisoners. On the 15th and 16th the t"\Vo commm1ds
moved dowu the river, 011 either side, in view of each other, and most of the
time within easy cannon-range. Although Canby's force was double that of
the enemy, he would not cross o\Ter the river and capture Sibley's forces, as
he easily could have clone, for he considered it more expedieut to allow them
to retreat out of the territory and through the "\Vilclerness to San Antonio,
Texas, than to captnre the entire party and be forced to subsist them. This
action of Canby caused great discontent in his commaud, and the Union men
of the territory never forgave him. On the evening of the 16th both forces
went iuto camp on the river between Sabinal and La JO}"a. On the morn
ing of the 17th re,reille "\Vas sounded in Canby's camp, but no move could
be observed in the enemy's, although their camp-fires were burning brightly.
After waiting a long time for them to commence their march, Canby sent
some scouts across, who soon returned with the information that the Con
federate camp was vacant, and that it had been abandoned during the night.
It was soon ascertaiued that Sibley had left the riYer, leaving behiud all
his wagons, thirty-eight in number, with their coutents, and had proceeded
to the westward in the direction of the northern end of the Sierra Madelena.
Canby now proceeded leisurely down the river, and arrived at Fort Craig
on the afternoon of the 22d. Sibley's retreat was a most desperate one. He
passed on the west side of the Sierra Madelena, through the Sierra de San :l\Iateo,
until he reached the dry bed of the Rio Palomas, clown "\Vhich he continued
until he reached the Rio Grande, "here supplies had been sent from Mesilla
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to meet him. His command was entirely worn out, and uearly famished.
The distance from where he left the Rio Grande until be reached it again
was over one hundred miles, and the Confederates were ten days accomplish
ing this distance with five clays of poor rations. The route was through the
worst country in that territory, with no guides, trail, or road. What artillery
they got through with was chagged uphill and lmvered by the men, who
used long ropes for that pm·pose. The undergrowth and brush were so dense
that for several miles they were forced to cut their way through ·with axes
and bowie-knives. Nearly all the ammunition was abandoned on the way, as
was uearly everything else, except what the men carried upon their persons.
On passing over the route of these unfortunate meu, uearly a year after, I
not infrequently found a piece of a gun-carriage, or part of a harness, or
some piece of camp or garrison equipage, with occasionally a white, dry
skeleton of a man. At some points it seemed impossible for men to have
made their way. During this retreat the Confederates were unmolested by
the Union troops, with the exception of the ubiquitous Captain Graydon,!
who, with his company, followed them alone for a long distance, picking
up a large amount of serviceable articles which they had abandoned on
their way.
Sibley himself arrived at Fort Bliss in the first week of _i\Iay, while his com
mand was strung out for fifty miles to the rear. He remained here but a few
days, and upon hearing that the "California Column," under the command of
Colonel James H. Carleton, was rapidly approaching from Southern Cali
fornia, he commenced his farther retreat for San Antonio, Texas. His
force was entirely demoralized, and moved on its way without discipline
or command, every man for himself, until all finally arrived. Sibley's com
mand, when he reached Fort Bliss, in 1861, numbered nearly or quite 3700
men; when he returned it was less than 2000, making a loss of over 1700
men, the bones of a large number of whom were left on the arid plains of
Arizona, New l\Iexico, and Texas.
! Captain James Graydon's laconic report of itzer and 2 mountain-howitzer carriages. I found
the pursuit is dated Polvadera, N. 111., 11Iay 14th, out where they had huried some 40 shell, loaded, in one
place, and 38 in another: 78 in all. I took them up and
1862. He says:
bid them in another plnce. To-morrow tlie quarter

"Last night I reached here from Salada. On the 8th
I rcacbccl Nugales Spring. From there the road rau
between the bills for about 15 miles, then took toward
the l\Iagdalene l\Iountaiu, where they found water;
distance from Nugales about 29 miles; road ,er:, rough.
Ou the roacl they deserted 1 wagou and a camp aml
left 3 dead boilies half buried. . . . I bad all
buried. From there the road took to Feather Springs,-I
called it so on account of feather-beds beiug strewed
around; distance from Dearl :clian's Spring seventeen
miles. They encamped there. From there the, took the
road to Ojo del Pueblo; distance fifteen miles; road
very rough. Here they blew up a caisson, burned three
wagons, hospital department, medicines, etc. ; left a
few shell aud round shot. From there they took to the
Salada; distance from Ojo del Pueblo about thirty miles;
road ,ery rough. On this road, near and at Salada,
they blew up and burned 6 caissons, 1 12-pounder how-

master from here sends for them. They burned up
about 19 wagons, 10 arulmlances, 6 caissons, aucl 3 car
riages. I think they left 3 howitzers, 1 12-pouuder and
2 mountain. I bad with me a man who came with
them, who saw them leave the howitzers. I llelie,e the
)Iexicans have the large one buried, aml bJ' offering a
reward we could find out. They destroyed si:x:100-pound
barrels of powder at Salaila, and a great deal of cam11equipage. The road from Ojo del Pueblo is strewn with
old harness, iron o,ens, and in fact e,erytbing but
Rmall ammunition. It seems they destroyed ,ery little
if any, of that. It appears that the :clie.:dcans have
carried off a great deal. There is nothing worth send
ing for in the shape of ammunition except the shell. The
di;tance from Nugales to Rio Puerco is about 109 miles;
ro�d ,ery bad. Sibley's command made it in ti,e days.
Left dead on the road about 60 or 70 mules aud horses."
EDITORS.

.\\CCLELL.-\ � ORG.-\ �lZl�G THE GR.-\� D .-\ Ri\1Y.
BY PHILIPPE. ('(•�IT£ DE PA.RI:' . ..!.IDE-DE-{'-DIT TO GESEF...U. �.F CTEI T -\,.

,...,... 0 one has denied that )lcC'1ellan -was a lllfilTelous org-anizer. E-,e1T T"et
eran ,,i the Al.1.ll: oi the Potoma1: -will be able to recall that e:s:uaordmary
time when the pe1..)ple of the Xorth d.eT"oted all their natiT"e energy and spirit
of initiari,e to the raising oi enormous lenes of futm·e combatants and their
lllilirnr:- equipment. il.lld -when iniann-y- banalions. squad.Tons of (·a,ah-y-:
and batteries of artillery- sprung. as it were. from he earth in a night: and
poured in from all ::ide:: upon the ba1Ten wastes oi T"acant building-lots that
then went to the making np of fully- thi·e quai·ters of the Federal c·apital.
It -was in the midst oi this her1:ulean task of organization that two FTench
aides-de-1:amp were assigned to duty- as lllilitai-y- attac-hes on )lcC1ellan·s staff.
His brilliant 1._)perations in 1\estern Yirginia against Lee.- who had not y-et
reT"ealed the iull enem or his militar: genius. and -whom .lkC'lellan -was
destined to find ag-ain in his front but a y-eai· later.- the successes of Laurel
Hill and Rich }fountain. g-aT"e endence of what might be e:s:pected of the
ine:s:perienced TI'O(•ps pfal.."ed in }IcC'lellan·s hands.* He had ah·eady- sho-wn
rru·t' SL ·are�c- ahilit:. anJ the Presidem had 1:onfided to him the task of creat
ing the Ai·m: oi the Potoma1: from the disorganized bands -who had fallen
ba(·k ,)n Washington under the bra-,e and unfortunate licDowell. SuTrounded
for the mo::t pai'T b: :-oung orlicers. he -was him.self the most :-outbful of us
all n(•t onl:- l•: reas,)n or his ph:-sical ngor: the TIT"acit: of his impressions:
the noble candor or his chru·acter. and his glomng pan-iotism. but also: I
ma:- add. b: his ine:s:pe11.ence of 111en. His milirn1-y- bea1i.ng breathed a spiii.t
(i:r ira11 b1es::. bene,olence. and fu1JJ.ness. His look was pierc-ing: hi5 ,oice
gc-mle. his temper equable. his -word of command cleru· and definite. His
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encouragement was most affectionate, his reprimand conched in terms of
perfect politeness. Discreet, as a military or political chief should be, he was
slow in bestowing his confidence; but, once given, it was never withdra-rni.
Himself perfectly loyal to his friends, he knew how to inspiTe others with an
absolute devotion.
Unfortunately for himself, l\IcOlellan succeeded too quickly and too soon to
the command of the principal army of the republic. His lieutenants were as
new to the work as he - they had not been tested. Public opinion in the
army itself -a judge all the more relentless for the very reason that discipline
gives it no opporhmity to express itself-had as yet been able neither to pro
nounce on them, nor to ratify the preferences of the general-in-chief. Para
doxical as it may seem, would it not really have been better could l\IcOlellan
have received a check at first, as Grant did at Belmont, rather than to have
begun with the brilliant campaign in ,Vest Virginia which won for him the
sobriquet of" The Young Napoleon"? Just at the time when I joined bis
staff the exacting confidence of the people and the GoYernment was laying on
him an almost superhuman task. In forging the puissant weapon which,
later, snatched from his grasp, was destined, in the bands of the Great
Hammerer, to bray the army of Lee, he acquired an imperishable title to the
gratitude of his compatriots. He wTought, will it be said, for the glory of
his successors? No! He labored for his country, even as a priYate soldier
who dies for her, with no thought of fame. In order to give to his weapon
every perfection, he soon learned to resist the impatient solicitations of both
the people and the Government.
At the end of September, 1861, while yet under the orders of General Scott,
McClellan represented the ardent and impatient spirit of men chafing at the
s]owness of a chief whose facnJties had been chilled by the infirmities of age.
Nevertheless, �IcOlellan's first care was to place the capital beyond all perad
ventm·e of being carried by sudden attack: on the one hand, for the sake of
reassuring the inhabitants and the political organism within its limits; and,
on the other, that the army might be at liberty to act independently when it
should be called to the field, leaYing a sufficient garrison only to secure the
defense of the city. He knew that an army tied np about a place it has to pro
tect is -virtually paralyzed. The events of 1870 have only too fully confirmed
this ·view. An engineer of distinction, :McClellan himself de-.;;ised in all its
details the system of defensive works from Ale:s:ancb.-ia to Georgetown. He gave
his daily personal supervision to the execution of this work, alternating outdoor
activity with office business. Tireless in the saddle, he was equally indefati
gable with the pen. Possessed of a methodical and exact mind, he compre
hended the organization of his army in every minute detail. The creation of
all the material of war necessary to its existence and action was extraordinary
proof of the wonderful readiness of the Americans in an emergency.
But the season advanced. The army ·y,as being formed. At tbe end of
September the enemy had fallen back on Fairfax Court Honse, leaving
to us at :Munson's Hill a few Quaker guns of logs and pasteboard. The time for
action seemed to have come. The rigors of winter in Virginia hardly make
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themselves felt before the beginning of December. By the 17th of October
the enemy had again retreated. The Army of the Potomac replied with a com
mensurate advance. But this was a faux pas. The blunder was consummated
at Ball's Bluff [see p. 123]. l\IcClellan's orders had been given in entire
ignorance of the topography of the environs of Edwards's Ferry (all the maps
being inexact) and of the force of the enemy in front of Leesburg. In fact,
at that time the organization of the secret service was entirely insufficient
to the occasion, in spite of the praiseworthy efforts of l\Ir. Allen Pinkerton. J
McClellan, who was established beyond Dranesville with McCall's division,
believed himself to be within supporting distance of Baker's brigade. The
latter was crushed on the 21st, before any one on the right bank of the Poto
mac knew of his fate. This disaster, of comparatively little moment by itself,
led to the most acrimonious recriminations. It proved, above all, how slight
and imperfect were the connections between the head of the army and the
parts he was called on to manamvre. On that day a fatal hesitation took
possession of ifoClellan. If he did not then decide to postpone the campaign
till the following spring, his conduct of affairs was such as soon to leave
him no alternative but recom·se to this lamentable necessity. Shortly
thereafter a great change came over the military situation: a change which
should have encouraged him to the promptest offensive action, but which,
unfortunately for him, produced only a directly contrary result.
On the evening of November 1st the whole political world of Washington
was in a flutter of agitation. It labored still under the effects of the displace
ment of General Fremont, guilty of having intruded upon political ground by
the issue of an abolitionist proclamation [ see Vol. I., p. 278]. The disgrace
of "The Pathfinder," so popular with the Western Republicans, had caused
some friction in Congress, and had provoked rejoicing among his numerous
political enemies in the ATmy of the Potomac; and now it was learned that a
measure of still graver importance had been forced on the Government:
Scott had resigned his commission as commander-in-chief of the Federal
armies, t the natm·al inference being that l\IcClellan would be designated
his successor. Of great stature and of a martial figure, General Scott
� Usually mentioned in the Official Records under
the assumed name of E. J. Allen.- EDITORS.
t Early iu August, lSGl, General Scott had
asked to be relieved. His request grew out of the
irritation caused by a letter McClellan bad ad
dressed to him on August 8th, in which the junior
officer gave. bis opinion that the enemy bad at
least 100,000 men in front of Washington, or in
the vicinity, and put himself on record as to the
measures (including an enlargement of his own
command) deemed by him necessary for the safety
of Washington. On the following day, Angnst
!:lth, General Scott addressed the following letter
to the Secretary of War :
"Sm: I received yesterday from l\Iajor-General l\Ic
Clellan a letter of that datP, to which I design this as my
only reply. Had l\Iajor-Gencral lllcClellan presented
the same views in person, they would have heen freely
entertained and discussed. All my military views and

opinions had been so 1uesented to him, without eliciting
much remark, in our few meetings, whicll I have iu vain
sought to multiply. Ile has stood on his guard, and now
places himself on record. Let him make the most of his
unenvied a<lrnntages. l\Iajor-General lllcClellan has
propagated in high quarters the idea expressed iu the
letter before me, that Washington was not only 'in
secure,' hut in 'imminent clanger.' Relying on our
numbers, onr forts, and the Potomac Iti,er, I am con
fident in the opposite opinion; and consitlering tho
stream of new regiments that is ponriug iu upon ns
(before this alarm could have rcacheu their lwmes), I
have not the slightest apprehension for the safety of the
Government here.
"Having now been long unable to mount a horse, orto
walk more than a few paces at a time, and consequently
heing unable to review troopR, much less to direct them
in battle,-in short, being broken down by many partic
ular hurts, hesides tho general infirmities of age, -I feel
that I have become nu incnmbrance to the nrmy as well
as to myself, and that I ought, giving way to a younger
commander, to seek the palliatives of physical pain and
exhaustion. Accordingly, I mnst beg the President, at
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RO. .\DS. (SEE MAP, VOL, I., P. 172.] FRO)! A SKETCH :.\UDE L..,- SEPTE)IBER, 1861.

joined to his physical advantages rare military and diplomatic attainments.
He had known how to conquer l\Iexico without suffering a check; he had
been able to establish a government that would warrant evacuation of the
country, capable of maintaining itself ,vi.tbont extraneous assistance, and
he had secured a treaty with leonine conditions for the Americans. But
age had attacked him physically and mentally. Obese and impotent, the
brilliant Scott was in 1861 but the shadow of his former self. ,Vhile recog
nizing the services rendered by him to the republic at the outbreak of the
civil war, by his fidelity to the Sta.rs and Stripes in spite of his Virginion
origin, the young generals reproached him with paralyzing thefr ardor and
interfering ·with their prnjects. The President and his Secretary of State,
l\fr. Seward, who, through political lrnbitncle, was also a temporizer, regretted
the resignation of Scott, and angm·ed ill of the youth and rashness of
tile enrliest moment, to allow me to be placed on the some of tile members of the Cabinet, by whom all the
officers' retired list, aucl then quietly to lny myself greater war questionfl arc to he settled, witbout resort
up -proba))!y forever - somewhere in or about Xcw to or consultation with me, the nominal Gcucral-in
York. But, wherever r mny spend my little remainder Cl:ticf of the nrmy. Tn further proof of this neglcct,
of life, my frequent and latest prayer will be, 'God snn, although it is uuoffie-ially h.7lown that in the last week
(or six days) many regimentR ha,e arrived and otl:tcrs
tile Union.'"
have changed their positions; some to a considerable
Ou August 10th, at the request of the President, cliRtauce,-uot one of these movements bas lJecn re
General l\foClellau gave the latter authority to ported to me (or anything else) by l\Iajor-Geueral l\Ic
withdraw this letter of August 8th, which, as be Clellau; while it is believed. and, I may add. known. that
said, "was designed to be a plain and respectful be is in frequent communication with portions of tile
expression" of bis views. President Lincoln went Cabinet and on matters appertaining to me. That free
dom of access and consultation have, ven· naturally. de
with this letter to General Scott, and requested luded the junior general into a feeli11g of indifference
him to withdraw bis reply. On August l:3th Gen toward his senior.
"2. Witl:t snch supports on his part, it would be as
eral Scott wrote again to the Secretary of War, to
say that be could not withdraw his letter, for tbrPe idle for me as it would be against the rlignity of my
years, to be filing daily complaints against an ambitions
reasons; the third relating to bis physical infirmi junior, who, independent of the extrinsic advantages
ties, and the first two being the following:
alluded to, has, unqucstionabl,,, ,cry high quabfications
" 1. The originnl offense given to me by l\lajor-Geu for ru ilitary command. I tmst they may achieve crown
eral J',lcClellan (see his letter of the.8th inst.) seems to ing victories in behalf of tile Union."
EDITORS.
bave been tbe result of deliberation between him and
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l\IcClellan. The latter, on the other hand, seemed to imagiue that the with
drawal of the old warrior removed the last remaining obstacle to the realiza
tiou of his vast strategic conceptions. But, as is not seldom the case in
the com·se of humau events, both these expectations were mistaken. In
brief, J\IcClellan, once invested with supreme command, proved himself
more of a temporizer than his predecessor, and, as will soon be seen, his
premature promotion to this post was the cause of all his subsequent morti
fication and misfortune.
The next clay (November 2d), at 4 o'clock in the morning, we were at
bis side, mounted, to accompany to the railway station the commander
whose place McClellan was about to occupy. As we went along every one
chatted about the matter, and sought to penetrate the future and to divine
the fortunes and role of the young general in the terrible crisis tlu·ongh
which the republic was passing·. It would have been easier to pierce the
night and fog which enveloped us. An hour later McClellan was at his
office. A new task of enormous proportions, whose difficulty he had not,
perhaps, paused to contemplate, stared him in the face, and threatened him
with destruction. Without giving him the full rank enjoyed by Scott, the
Prosident had given him full command of the armies of the republic. It
should be said that he Imel the right to this position as the oldest major
general of the regular army. In assuming his new function he did not give
up his own personal and particular direction of the Army of the Potomac.
Here he was right; for he could neither have found any one to whom he
might safely confide his own proper "\York of organization, nor could he have
left the command of the first army of the republic without condemning him
self to perpetual prison in the bureau at Washington.
It must be admitted, however, that his two functions were incompatible.
As an old French proverb has it, "Qui trop embrasse, mal etreint." ,Vben,
two years later, Grant himself undertook to conduct the decisive campaign
against Richmond, at the same time continuing the direction in chief of all the
armies of the Union, he was not only surrounded by the aureole of his splendid
victories and i.ncontestable military authority, and not only had a cruel experi
ence proved to the people the necessity for concentrating the military power
in the hands of one man, but the different armies which he controlled we1·e
confided to approved chiefs whom he could trust with perfect liberty of
action, while, in case of need, he might leave at the head of the Army of the
Potomac the conqueror of Gettysburg. In ,Vashington, Halleck presided
as chief of staff, reduced by Grant to a subordinate function, it is true, but
a function for which he possessed special aptitude. The situation of Mc
Clellan was different. He perceived this on the day when, entering on the
campaign, he placed himself at the head of the Army of the Potomac. At
first he was equal to the emergency by dint of incessant work; lmt he was
obliged to renounce the daily routine which had serYed to maintain his rela
tions with all his divisions, and had contributed to facilitate and hasten
forward his schemes of organization. lVIcClellan, confined to his office,
undertook the orderly and methodical concentration of the immense number
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of men enrolled in the service of the republic, in the formatic,n of his armies,
and in constructing a scheme for their eoncerted actiou. General Hallee:k'
but just then anivccl in "'\V ashington, was sent to the \Vost with e:xtensi Ye
pmYers [see Vol. I., p. 315]. l\foClellan assigned to him 01ie of his he�t lie11tell
ants, General Buell [ see Vol. I., p. 385 ]. Finally, he prepared the great nmT al
expeditions which should give to tho Fed
eral arms Port Royal, Roanoke, aud New
Orleans. Scarcely had he hegun the
work when the fact was borne in
d., on him that the armies of the
West were, as regarde(l material,
less ,rnll prepare(l for the of
fensive fban those of the East,
, and as it seemed requisite tlrn t
-- they should aet togothc·r, it
may lJe inferred that from tbe
first clays of his assuming com
mand, the scheme of post-

MT. OLIVET CHURCH OX TIIE OLD
FAIRFAX lW.\D-PICKET POST
OF TIii, 40fll XEW YOUK YOL
USTEERS. FRO)!_\ �KETCH
)JADE IX SEPT., ISGL

Ponin �o· till S})l'in0o· the
operations of the
Army of the Potomac
was explicitly deter
mi1rnd on. :i.\IcOlel
lan wisely concealed
from every one this
"CLAREMO.:ST," THE RESIDE.:SCE OF CO;\IMODORE FREXCII FORREST, C. S, N.
resolution, the objec
PICH:ET POST OF THE 40TH NEW YORH: YOLUXTEEJ:S.
FROll A SKJ::TCII ;\!ADE SEPT. 26, 18Gl.
tions to which he nuderstood better than any one. But his soldiers were not slow to comprehend;
often the crnwd has sagacious instincts, ancl may divine the calculations of even
the most wary statesman. The army proved it in this case by constructing,
with all the ready skill of American backwoodsmeu, log-huts to protect tliem
from the inclemencies of the season. They did "ell. ,Vhen the suow and ice
rendered military operations impossible, veritable pjoneers' Yillages bad gro-wn
up everywhere in the midst of the timber, and afforded the soldjers excellent
shelter. The army bad cooIJy taken the liberty of going into winter quarters,
without consulting anybody.
'l1he complications of foreign polities contributed their share to restrain
McClellan, at a period when the season would yet have permitted him to act
on the offensive. It was the 16th of November when the nmvs reached
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Washington of the inciclent afterward known as the Trent affair [ see p.134].
. . . The captnre of the Confederate Commissioners on the high seas under
a neutral flag, in flagrant violation of the law of nations,-a violation brutal
in its method and useless in its results, most dangerous in its consequences,
was hailed by pnblic opinion as a splendid victory for the Stars and Stripes.
. . . Two men at Washington comprehended from the first the clanger to
their country of the inconsiderate act of "\Vilkes: these ,,ere Seward and
l\IcOlellan. The former, burdened with an immense responsibility, patriot
ically dissimulated his opinion with extraordinary finesse; he permitted the
excitement to spend itself, and, thanks to the slowness of communication with
England, gained time enough� to extricate his Government at the critical
juncture, by enveloping the decision he had succeeded in extorting from "the
powers that be" in a specious web of plausibilities, calculated to sweeten the
bitterness caused at home by England's exactions, and at the same time to
satisfy her just demands. He succeedeil in sparing his country and the world
the horrors of a war the results of which could hardly be imagined....
It was not for l\IcOlellan to implicate himself in questions of a purely
political character, hut he probably foresaw the consequences of a war in
which England, mistress of the seas, would have inundated the Southern
States with arms and munitions of war, with money and volunteers, block
ading the Federal ports, and in the spring making Canada the base of
operations for her regnlar army. The States of the North would have
found themselves hemmed in along a vast line of boundary by two hostile
powers, extending from the Atlantic to the Pacific. l\IcOlellan's care, in
view of such an emergency, was to perfect and strengthen his army; bnt,
above all, not to compromise the safety of his forces by any attempt at opera
tions on the other side of the Potomac. Grand reviews established, to the
satisfaction of the inexperienced, the fact of progress in the equipment,
instruction, and drill of the troops. At Bailey's Cross-roads might have been
seen a rendezvous of 50,000 men, with all the paraphernalia of a campaign, a
large number of cavalry, and a formidable array of artillery. No such
spectacle had ever been seen in the United States ; the novelty of the dis
play cansed the liveliest interest among the inhabitants of \'\Tashington. But
to n European, not the least cm-ions part of the pageant was the President,
with his entire Cabinet, in citizens' dress, boldly caracoling at the head of a
brilliant military corf�1;c, <rncl riding down the long lines of troops to the rat
tle of drums, the flourish of trumpets, and the loud lmzzas of the whole army.
\'\T hile his aides-de-camp were engaged in the field, l\IcOlellan worked cease
lessly with the Secretaries of ,Var and of the Navy, Simon Cameron and Gideon
Welles, prepnring great expeditions, half military and half naval, that should
plant the national flag on the principal points of the enemy's coast, and secure
convenient bnses for future operations. The success won at Port Royal
encouraged the Federal Government in these projects. J\fcOlellan himself
had brought hack from the Crimea a personal experience which enabled him,
better thnn any one else, to preside over the details of preparation.
} Seward's letter consenting to the return of the Commissioners bears date of Dec. :36, 1 S61.- EDITORS.
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Mr. Seward, having courageously ended the Trent affair to the satisfaction
of the public, now recovered from its first attack of folly, the only obstacle to
be feared-the clanger of a maritime war-was finally removed. Burnside
embarked at New York, chuing the early clays of 1862, with the little army
that should seize Roanoke and march on the interior of North Carolina
[see Vol. I., p. 632]. The troops destined for the attack on New Orleans
were sent to Ship Island in detail. Bnt a11 unusually severe winter followed.
·w11ile the uava,l expeditions intended to laud troops on the coasts of the
Southern States might still have been fitted out, though the severe gales
of the season would have subjected them to serious danger, deep snows
and intense cold made movements on the part of the Army of the Potomac
next to impossible. Even had it been desirable to expose raw troops to the
rigors of a winter campaign, it would have lJeen impracticable to provision au
advancing army, on acconnt of the impassable condition of the rnads. This
set l\IcClellau, as well as many of his subordinates, to thinking of transporta
tion by water, clown the Western rivers, or through the deep estuaries of
Eastern V:iJ:gini.a.
One day, I think it was the '.20th of December, General l\IcClellan, ordinarily
so assiduous, did not appear at headquarters. The next day it was learned
that he was ill. 'l111ree days later his life wns in clanger. Exhausted with
work, his rnbnst phrsique wns seized with a typhoid of the most serious
. His absence paralyzed work at headquarters. He had not
type.
regnlarly delegated his powers. His father-in-law and chief of staff, General
l\farcy, did not dare to act definitively in his name. l\foClellan had made the
mistake of not creating a general field-staff service, with a, dnly appointed
chief of staff. 'l1his might have aided him in sec1ll'ing a consistent ensemble
On his rotnrn to the cluties of his office
of militnry operations.
(January 13], he realized that during his absence important changes had
been arranged. On the 15th of January, l\fr. Cameron was superseded by
l\fr. Stanton, a celebrated lawyer, who was spoken of as one of the coming
men of the Democratic party. l\1cClellan, who knew and appreciated him,
had, before his illness, contributed materially to Stanton's nomination by
reconunencli.ng him earnestly to the President. But he was not slow to
regret this. l\Ir. Stanton, endowed with a remarkable faculty for work, ren
dered incontestnble service in the organization of the armies; but, fearing
the growing importa.nce of those who commanded them, and wishing to
impose his authorit)', he was instrurnentn1, more than any one else, in
developing in :i.\Ir. Lincoln's mind the idea of directing military operations
in person, from the rlepths of the ,Vhito Honse itself. The personal inter
venti.011 of the President, provoked by the inconsiderate impatience of the
public and the precipitate solicitations of l\lcClellan's poli.tical adversaries,
first declared itself in a singular order, kept a, secret as regards the publi.c at
the time, but given to the press on March 11th. This order [" President's
Genera] \\Tar Order No.1 "], elated the 27th of January, directed all the armies
of the republic to take the field on the 8ame day, that is, on the �2cl of Feb
ruary, in honor of ,Vnshington's birthday ! In the ,Vest, where the rivers
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were open, everything ,,as in readiness. :\Ioroover, the order of tho Presi
dent was not necessary to ,,,arrant Grant, already 1111t1er orders from l\Ic
Clellan, in beginning the campaign, and Urant anticipated that order. His
debut was as a lightning-stroke. His ,'ietory at Fort Donelson, followed by
the capitulation of 15,000 Confederates, was the return for Bull Rnn. The
impression created throughout the whole army was profound. The Federal
volunteers took heart again. The confidPnce of tho Army of the Potomac
was redoubled. The general was now restoretl to honlth. The \\'eather had
moderated. The time had at last come for this army to act. . . . But the
immense flotilla which should transport it to Urbana, near the mouth of the
Rappahannock [see map, p. 164:], or to Fort l\Ionroe, another point of debarka
tion equally considered wi.th the other, wns not yet ready, and no one more
than iicClellan regretted the delay. It is well known that he was obliged to
fight many objections in order to secure the adoption of his favorite plan. He
was obliged to exhibit the details of his projects before numerous councils of
war, some of them political and some of them military, some of the members
of which were, perhaps, not possessed of absolute discretion. He was obliged
to reassure and convince all those who feared lest ,Yashington should be left
without sufficient protection. He finally obtained the Government's approval.
At the very moment when all seemed ready for the realization of bis gTand
desig·n, two unforeseen circumstances arose to thwart the calculations of
:McClellan. The first ,ms the sudden evacuation of l\Ianassas by the Confed
erates. I do not believe that this could be attributed to indiscretions follow
ing the councils of war at Washington. I prefer, rather, to ascribe it to the
military sagacity of the great soldier who then comm,mded the .Army of
Northern Virginia. His positions at l\Ianassas were protected only by the
snow and ice which paralyzed the Federals. ,Vith the opening of the season
he would be obliged to withdraw behiml the Rappahannock. This movement
VOL. II. iJ
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brought the Southeru army nearer to Richmoud, at the same time placing it
on the Urbana route, thus making a landing there impossible for us, and
permitting Lee to anticipate l\IcClellan on the Virginia peninsula. McClellan
wonld not give up his plan of approaching Richmond from the south-east.
Fort Monroe, occupied by the Federals, was chosen as the new point of
debarkation, and the plU'suit of the enemy on the road from Manassas to
Fredericksbnrg had no other object than to deceive him as to the intentions
of the Feclernls. The army, after having feigned pursuit, was ordered to
concentrate near Alexaucb:ia, the rendezvous of the grand flotilla which
McClellan awaited with so much impatience.
But on the 12th of l\larch another nnexpectecl event again eansed conster
nation among the officers of the staff. The indefatigable newsdealers, who
followed the army almost to the very line of battle, had brought papers from
Washington, in which we read a decree[" Presid!:lnt's ,Var Order No. 3 "], dated
l\Iarch 11th, in effect relieving l\IcClellan from the direction in chief of the
armies of the United States, the pretext being that l\IcCleHan had not taken
the field on the 22d of Febrnary [see p. 1G7]. It was reeaUed t.o mind that on
that very dar, l\IcClellan, on going upon the floor of the House of Represeuta
tives, had been greeted bra triple sal-vo of applause, a demonstration flattering·
enough, hut damaging to a general, whose functions forbid even the suspicion
of political partisanship. rrhc measure in question was inept., since it virtnaHy
restricted l\IcClellan ·within the Department of the Potomac, excluding ,Vest
Virgi11ia, then assigned to Fremont. The measnre was especially disastrous
in suppressing all genera] direction of military operations, and disintegrating
the eusemule. It had been decide ..l that Scott was too superannuated to
attend to this general direction; it was not for the purpose of abolishing it
entirely that command had been confided to younger and more energetic
bands. Unfortunate] )�, at this moment Mr. Lincoln had the weakness to
think that he himself could effectively exercise the supreme control, assigned
him in form, it is trne, by a figment of the national Constitntion. As
for l\IcClellan, tho President's decision was mortifying in its method, Lincoln
having dela)'ed its promulgation till after the departure of his general, and
having left it to be uomm1111icated to the latter by the daily papers. Yet
l\IcClellan would haYe consoled himself, hnd not this measure been fol
lowed by others still more harassing, nud of a nature to completely cripple
intelligent action. But he was relieved of an immense responsibility; he was
left at the head of au nrmy eager to follow· his lead, eager for battle, and con
fh1ent of victory under his orders. He alone seemed to preserve his sa11.r_;-.ti·oid
in the midst of officers of all grades who flocked to his headquarters at Fair
fax Court Honse as the news spread rapidly from camp-fire to camp-fire.
Among these officers were stanch supporters, secret foes, those jealous of his
fame, would-he worshipers or the rising sun, and, last but not least., indis
creet and compromising friends. In this evil honr l\lcCleHan felt how sternly
pntriotic dnty demanded of him that he should hide the mortification he felt
at this wound to his feelings as an officer and a man. He sought for con
solation only in the sympathy and confidence of his soldiers.

BALL'S BLUFF AND THE ARREST OF GENERAL STONE.
BY RICHARD B. IRWIN, LIEUT.-COLOXEL AND AS8ISTA.....'-T ADJUTAXT-GEXERAL, U. S. Y.

A BOUT 1 o'clock on the morning of the 9th of February, 186�, General
_1-1_ Charles P. Stone, a native of l\Iassachusetts, a gTaduate with honors of
the United States l\filitary Acndemy, a distinguished officer of the ordnance
corps during the l\Iexican war, colonel of the 14th regular infantry, and
brigadier-general of volunteers, commanding a division of ten thousand men
in the Army of the Potomac, was arrested in Washington, by the commander
of the provost guard, and sent, in custody of a lieutenant and two policemen,
to Ifort Lafayette, in New York harbor. There, and at Fort Hamilton, he
was kept in close and solitary confinement, his pockets being emptied and
his letters examined, until the 16th of August, when, after the lapse of 189
days, he was set at liberty, nuder the peremptory requirements of an act of
Congress, approved July 17th, 186�, forbidding the detention of any officer
or soldier more than thirty clays without charges.
It will be observed that he was held for a fresh period of thirty clays before
this law was allowed to operate, and it is also worth remarking that a law as
old as the Government, known as the Articles of \Var, the fundamental
law of the army of the United States, contained substantially the same pro
vision, the only essential difference being that the new law, in effect, length
ened the time for preferring charges from eight clays to thirty.
Though promptly and often asked for, and repeatedly promised, no state
ment of the charges was e\·er furnished to General Stone. In truth, no
charges were ever preferred against him. No cause for his arrest has ever
been shown. It has even been clispnted upon whose initiative it was ordered.
The vague and loose "evidence," and the floating suspicions engendered by
it, that formecl the groundwork for his arrest, never admitted of being con
densed into an accusation, simply because there was nothing in them to
condense. The real cause must be sought for amid the tangled mesh of a
net-work of circumstances, such as is occasionally the despair of men who
read history by the light of human sympathy.
Before trying to trace its threads, it may be well to recall how for weeks
the safety, not only of Washington bnt of the President and his cabinet,
had depended mainly upon the loyalty, the prudence, and the vigilance of
Colonel Stone and his District of Columbia volunteers. J Well might l\Ir.
Lincoln exclaim, with his smile, "Oh ! I could neYer believe General Stone
would be disloyal!"
In the autumu of 1861 Stone's di vision, comprising the brigades of Gorman,
Lander, and Baker, t• was observing the ferries or fords of the Potomac
in front of Poolesville. On the 20th of Octobel', l\IcCall's division being at
Dranesville, General l\IcClellan telegraphed to General Stone directing
J See General Stone's article, "Washington on the Eve of the War," Vol. I., p. 7.-EDIT0RS.
iAfterward Sedgwick's division, Second Corps, brigade commanders Gorman, Dana, and Burns.-R. B. I.
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,J. Colonel N. G. Evans, who distinguished himself at the first Bull Run.- Em•roRs.
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Devens, commandiug the 15th l\Iassachusetts Regimeut, afterwards major
geueral of volunteers, aud, nuder President Hayes, attorney-general of the
United States:
"About 12 o'clock Sunday night, October 20th, I crossed the Potomac by your [Stone's] order
from Harrison's Island to the Virginia shore with five companies, numbering about 300 men, of
my regiment, with the intention of taking a rebel camp, reported by scouts to be situated at the
distance of about a mile from the river, of destroying· the same, of observing the country arouml,
and of retuming to the river, or of waiting and reporting if I thought myself able to remain for
reenforcements, or if I found a position capable of being defended against a largely superior
force. Having only three boats, which together conyeyed about thirty men, it was nearly 4
o'clock when all the force was transferred to the opposite shore. ,Ve passed down the river
about sixty rods by a path discovered by the scouts, and then up the bluff known as Ball's Bluff,
where we found an opeu field slU'ronnded by woods. At this point wc halted until daybreak,
being joined here by a company of one lmndred men from the 20th l\fassaclmsetts, accompanied
by Colonel Lee, who were to protect our rehU'n.
"At daybreak we pushed forward our reconnoissance toward Leesburg to the distance of about
a mile from the river, to a spot supposed to be the site of the rebel encampment, but found on
passing through the woods that the scouts had been deceived by a line of trees on the brow of
the slope, the opening tlirough which presented, in an uncertain light, somewhat the appearance
of a line of tents. Leaving the detachment in the woods, l proceedell with Captain Philbrick
and two or three scouts ncross the slope and along the other line of it, observing Leesburg,
which was in full view, and the country about it, as carefully as possible, and seeing hut four
tents of the enemy. l\Iy force being well concealed by the woods, and having no reason to believe
my presence was discovered, and no large number of the enemy's tents being in sight, I deter
mined not to rctum at once, but to report to yourself, which I did, hy directing Quartermaster
Howe to repair at once to Edwards Ferry to state these facts, and to say that in my opinion I
could remain until 1 was reenforcecl.
"The means of transportation bebrnen the island am1 the Virginia shore had been strength
ened, I knew, at daybreak, by a large boat, which would convey 60 or 70 men at once, and as
the boat could cross and recross every ten minutes, T had no reason to suppose there would he
any difficulty in sending over 500 men in au hour, as it was known there were two large boats
between the island and the l\laryland shore, which would convey to the island all the troops that
could be conveyed from it to the Virginia shore.
"l\Ir. Howe left me w·ith his instructions at about 6: 30 A. M. • • • I was rejoined at 8 A. M.
by Quartermaster Howe, who reported to me that I was to remain where I .vas, and would be
reenforcetl, and that Lieutenant-Colonel Ward would proceed to Smart's l\Iill] with the
remainder of the regiment, that a communication should he kept up between us, and that 10
cavalry would report to me for the purpose of reconnoitering. For some reason they never
appeared or reportcu to me, but I have since learned they came as far as the bluff.\ If they
had reported to me, they could hnvc rendered excellent service. I directed Quartermaster Howe
to return at once and report the skir mish that luu1 ta,ken place. . . .
"At about 10 o'clock Quartermaster Howe retumed and stated that he had reporied the skir
mish of the morning, and that Colonel Baker would shortly arrive with his brigade and take
command. Between!) and 11 o'clock I was joined by Lieutenant-Colonel Ward with the remain
der of my regiment, making in all, a force of 625 men, with 28 officers, from my regiment, as
reported to me by the adjutant, many of the men of the regiment being at this time on other
duty.
"About 13 o'clock it was reported to me a force was gathering on my left, and about 1:2: 30
o'clock a strong attack was made on my left by a body of infantry concealecl in the woods, and

i According to General Stone, he directed '' five
cornpauies to be thrown into a strong mill on the
right of Ball's Bluff. Colonel Baker allowed these
companies to be directed to the front."- EDITORS.
'\ According to General Stone, he "sent cavalry

scouts to be thrown out in advance of the infan
try on the right. Colonel Baker allowed this
cavalry to return without scouting, and did not
replace it although he had plenty at his dispo
sition."- EDITORS.
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upon the skirmishers in front
by a body of cavalry. The
BALLS BLUFF
ffre of the enemy was reso
OCT. 21 � 1861.
lutely returned by the regi
ment, which maintained its
ground with entire determi
nation. Reonforcements not
;vet having mTivcd, and the
attempts of the enemy to out
flank us being very vigorous,
I directed the regiment to
retire about GO paces into an
open space in the wood, and
prepare to receive any attack
that might be made, while I
called m my skirmishers.
·when this was done I re
tmned to the bluff, where
Colonel Baker had ah·eady
arrived. This was at 2: 15
P. 11r. He directed me to form
my regiment at the right of
the position he proposed to
occupy, which was done by
eight companies, the center aml loft being composed of a detachment of the 20th 1\Iassachu
setts, numbering about 300 men, under conlllland of Colonel Lee. A battalion of the California
Regiment, numbering about GOO men, Lieutenant-Colonel Wistar commanding; 2 howitzers,
commanded by Lieutenant French, and a G-pounder, commanded by Lieutenant Bramhall,
were planted in front, supported by Company D, Captain Studley, and Company F, Captain
Sloan, of the 15th Massachusetts."

Himself remaining with Gorman at Edwards Ferry to direct the crossing
there, General Stone placed Colonel E. D. Baker, of the 71st Pennsylvania
Regiment (also called the "1st California," in compliment to Colonel Baker),
in command of the movement by Harrison's Island and Ball's Bluff, under
the following orders :
HEADQUARTERS CORPS OF 0BSERYATION, EDWARDS FERRY, October 21st-ll:50.-COLONEL
E. D. BAKER, Commanding Brigade. COLO:NEL: I am informed that the force of the enemy
is about 4000, all told. If you can push them, you may do so as far as to have a strong posi
tion near Leesbm·g, if you can keep them before you, avoiding their batteries. If they pass
Leesburg and fake the Gun Spring road you will not follow far, but seize the first good position
to cover that road. Their design is to draw us on, if they are obliged to retreat, as far as
Goose Creek, where they can be reenforced from Manassas and haYe a strong position. Report
THE OPPOSING FORCES AT BALL'S BLUFF, VA.- OCTOBER 21ST, 1S61.

7Jn ion Forces: Colonel Edward D. Balrnr J (k); Colonel

Confederate Forces: Brigaclier-Geuernl Nathan G.
l\Iilton Cogswell (w ancl c) : 15th l\Iass., Col. Charles Evans: 17th Miss.• Col. W. S. Featherston; 18th l\Iiss.,
Dm·ens; 20th l\laRS., Col. ,Yilliam R. Lee (c); 42cl New Col. E. R. Burt (Ill WI, Lient.-Col. Thomas }I. Gritlin;
York (callccl "Tawrnan:, regiment"), Col. l\Iiltun Cogs- Stll Ya., Col. Eppa Hunton; Co. D, 13th l\liRs., Capt.
well; 71st Pa. (also called 1st California), Lieut-Col. Isaac L. D. Fletcher; Va. Cavalry (3 co's), Col. Walter TI.
J. Wistar (w). .Artillery: B, 1st J:. I. (one gnn\, Uent. JenifPr.
Walter ::II. Bramhall \W); I, 1st U.S. (two guns), Lieut.
The Conferleratc loss was 33 killed, 115 wonmlecl, and
FrankS. French.
1 miRsing =149.
The casualties in the Union forces were 49 killed, 158 wounded, and 714 captured or missing=921.
,t Coln1wl B::tkPr receiT"Pcl thP nppointmPnt, of Tirigartier-Gcneral. U. R., Vol1111t•�er::;, .-\11gn�t. Gt11. 1861, to rauk from l\Iny
17tl,, 1861. Tlli8 lie i!eclinP,l, A11g11st 31st, 1861. On SPptPmlwr 21st, 1861, he was :,ppointerl Mn_jor.r.P11Prnl, U. S.
YolnntPm·s, lmt at thfl date of liis ,!Pntl, 110 ha,1 1withPr HCCPJJIP•l nor 1lPcli11P,l the appointment. General l\IcClellan was
then tl1e only other officer in tl..te Army of ti.to Potomac l10lding ti.tat rnnk.-EDITOltS.
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frequenily, so that when they are pushed, Gorman [at Edwards Ferry] can come in on their
flank. Yours respectfully and truly, CHAS. P. STONE, Brigadier-General, Commanding.
HEADQUAR'l'ERS CORPS OF OBSERVATION. EDWARDS FERRY, October 31st, lSGl.-CoLONEL
E. D. BAKER, Commanding Brigade. COLONEL: In case of heavy firing in front of Harrison's
Island, you will advance the California regiment of your brigade, or retire the regiments under
Colonels Lee and DeYens upon the Virginia side of the river, at your discretion, assuming com
mand on arrival. Very respectfully, Colonel, your most obedient servant, CHAS. P. STONE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Captain Francis J. Young, assistant qua1'rnrmaster of Colonel Baker's staff,
says that as soon as the latter order had been received
"Colonel Baker immediately sent for three regiments and a squadron of cavalry from his
brigade and for Colonel Cogswell and the rest of his Tammany regiment.
"Proceeding to the crossing at Harrison's Island, we found the means of transportation to
consist of two flat-boats of the capacity of 25 to -:1:0 men, and a small skiff, which would carry
but 3 or 4 men. The river was swollen and the Clli'rent rapid, and there was much labor and
delay in making use of the boats. Another flat-boat was found in the canal one mile distant,
and, being towed down to the crossing, was with much difficulty got into the Potomac.} Colonel
Baker immediately crossed with me and as many men as could be got into the boats to the
island, and reaching the opposite side of the island found one flat-boat and a small metallic
boat. He crossed to the Virginia shore without delay with Adjutant-General Harvey, sending
me back with an order for Colonel Cogswell to bring over the artillery.
"It was now 2 o'clock P. :M., and Colonel Cogswell coming over from the l\Iaryland side with
2 pieces of artillery, horses, and men, we carried with ns the 3 howitzers of the Rhode
Island Battery and crossed to the Virginia side. The bank is of a miry clay, and the heights
almost precipitous, with fallen trees and rocks, making it very <lifficult to get up the artillery.
Aniving by circuitous routes on the summit, we found an open field of six acres, covered with
wild gTass, scrub oak, and locust trees, and forming a segment of a circle, the arc of which was
surrounded with trees. Colonel Baker apprised Colonel Devens that he had been placed in
command, and learned that the 15th l\fassachusetts, after having advanced for a mile in the
direction of Leesblll'g, had been attacked and fallen back to the position "·hich they then
occupied, just in the edge of the "·oods on the right. The other forces were lying under the
brow of the hill; and with the exception of an occasional rifle shot all was quiet, and no sight of
an enemy. The 2 howitzers and 1 piece of artillery were drawn by the men out into the open
field, pointing to the woods in front, the artillery horses not being brought up the steep."

OccmTences at Harrison's Island and at the bluff, chuing the anival of
reenforcements, are described by Colonel l\filton Cogswell, of the "Tammany"
or 42d New York regiment, whose report is elated New York, September 22d,
1862, after his return from captivity. At 2 o'clock on the 21st he received
orders to cross the Potomac at Harrison's Island:
"Arrived at the landing opposite Harrison's Island, I found the greatest confusion existing.
No one seemed to be in charge, nor any one superintending the passage of the troops, and no
order was maintained in their crossing. The eight companies of my regiment on picket were
rapidly concentrated at the crossing, and I moved with one company of my regiment and two
pieces of artillery belonging to the Gth New York Battery to the island, leaving verbal orders
with l\Iajor Bowe, who remained in charge, to push the remainder of my regiment on as soon
as possible. I immediately crossed the island to make the passage of the second branch of the
river, and there fotmd still greater confusion existing than at the first landing. . . .
"I ascended the bluff (about 70 feet high) and reported myself to Colonel Baker. I fotmd
� General Stone says in a report dated Decem
ber 2d, 1861, that "Colonel Baker spent more
than an hour in personally superintending the
lifting of a boat from the canal to the river,

when a junior officer or sergeant would have
done as well, the meantime neglecting to visit
or give orders to the advanced force in the face
of the enemy."-EDITORS.
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TIIJ,: CLIFF .\T B.\LL'S BLCFF.

FRO)! A PllllTOGRAPII.

him near the bluff, ou the edg·e of au open field of about S or 10 acres' extent, trapezoidal in
form, the acute angle being ou the left front, the shortest parallel side near the edge of the
bluff, and along this line was the 1 t California Regiment, while the 15th l\Iassaehusetts Reg
iment was formed in line in the open woods, forming the rig·ht-hand boundary of the field, its
Enc being nearly perpendicular to that of the California regiment Two mountain howitzers,
under Lieuteuant French, of the United States artillery, were posted in front of the angle
formed by these two regiments. A deep ravine, having its mouth on the left of the point
where we landed, extem1ed along the left of the open field and wound around in front of it,
forming nearly a semicircle, bounded by wooded hills commanding the whole open space.
Some companies of the �0th l\Iassachusetts Regiment were posted in reserve behind the
line of the California regiment.
"Colonel Baker welcomed me on the field, seemed in good spirits, and very confident of a
successful day. He requested me to look at his line of battle, and with him I passed along the
whole front. He asked my opiuion of his disposition of troops, and I tolcl him frankly that I
deemed them very defective, a::; the wooded hills beyond the ravine commanded the whole so
perfectly, that should they be oeenpied by the enemy he would be destroyed, and I advised au
immediate advance of the whole force to oeeupy the hills, which were not then occupied by the
enemy. I told him that the "·hole action must be on om· left, and that we must occupy those
hills. No attention was apparently paid to this advice, and 'olonel Baker ordered me to take
charge of the artillery, but without any definite instrnctions as to its service. About twenty
minutes afterward the hills on the left front to which I had called attention were occupied by
the enemy's skirmishers, who immediately opened a sharp fire on our left. I immediately
directed the artillery to open fire on those shirmishers, but soon perceived that the ffre was
ineffectual, as the enemy was nncler cover of the trees, :-hooting clown the artillerists at easy
musket range.* Soon Lieutenaut Bramhall and ueat-ly all the artillerj1uen had been shot

*

Captain William F. Bartlett, of the :.!0th opeu ground, exposed to a destruetiYe fire. It
Massachusetts, says of this attack: "The enemy was a eoutiuual fire now, ,rith occasional pauses
now opened on us from the woods in front with a of one or two minutes, uutil the last. The
heavy fire of musketry, which was very effective. rifleu eanuon was on the left iu the open gronncl,
They fired low, the ball all goiug within from iu front of a pa.rt of Baker's regiment, exposed to
one to four feet of the ground. Three companies a bot fire. It was not discharged more than eight
of the 20th were kept in reserve, but on the times. The gunners were shot clown in the first of

BALL'S BLUFF AND THE ARREST OF GENERAL STONE.

129

<lown, and the pieces ·were worked for a time by Colonel Baker in person, his assistant adjutant
general (Captain Harvey), Captain Stewart, assistant adjutant-general of the <livision, a few
other officers, and myself.
'' Leaving the pieces, as I saw the whole strength of the enemy was being thrown on the left,
I proceeded to the extreme left, whore I found Lieutenant-Colonel "\Vistar had been badly
wounded, and that the left wing, without a collllllander, was becoming disorganizetl. I then
ordered Captain JUarkoc,, of the 1st California Regiment, to lllove his company to the left, and
hold the hill at all hazards. Captain l\farkoe moved as directed, engaged tho enemy's skir
mishers, and held his gTound for some time, hut could gain no ad,·antago over the enemy. About
half an hom· afterward Colonel Baker came from the
right of the line and passed in front of tho line of
skirmishers, when he was instantly killed by the fire
of the enemy's sha11)-shooters.
'· By this time the hills on the left front were fully
occupied by the enemy. Two companies of my regi
ment, under Captain Alden, arrived on the field,
cheering most heartily, and with this fresh force we
pushed the enemy some fifty yards hack, but they
had now obtained too strong possession of the hills
to be dislodged. An unequal contest was maintainctl
for about half an hom·, when Captain Harvey, assist
ant adjutant-general, reported to me that Colonel
Baker having been killed, I was in command of the
field, and that a council of war was being held by the
remaining colonels. I repaiJ:ed to the point occupied
by Colonels Lee and Devens, and found that they hatl
decided on making a retreat. I informed them I
was in colllmand of the field; that a retreat across tho
river was impossible, and the only movement to be
COLOXEL EDWARD I>. l.lAI,ER.
made was to cut our way through to Edwards Fe1Ty,
FROM .\ PHOTOGRAPH.
and that a column of attack must be at once formed
for that purpose. At the same time I directed Captain Harvey, assistant acljutm1t-general, to
form the ,,hole force into column of attack, faced to the left.
"Having given these orders, I proceeded to the front, and finding om lines pressed severely,
I ordered an advance of the whole force on the right of the enemy's line. I was followed by the
remnants of my two companies and a portion of the California regiment, hut, for some reasons
unknown to me, was not joined by either the 15th or the 20th :Ufassachusetts regiments. We
were overpoweretl and forced back to our OTiginal position, and again tlriven from that position
to the river-bank by overwhelming nmnbers. On the river-bank I found the whole force in a
state of great disorder. As I arrived, two companies of my own regiment [4�d Now York],
under Captains Gerety and O'JHeara, landed from the large boat. I ordered these fresh com
panies up the bluff, and they instantly ascended and deployed as skirmishers to co-ver the pas
sage to the island, while I took about a dozen men and moved to the left to check a heavy fire
of the enemy which had openeLl on us from the mouth of the ra,'i.ne near. "\Vo were almost
immediately sunonnded and capturetl. This took place shortly after dark." ;t.
the engagement, and I saw Colonel Lee carry a
charge to the gun with his own hands. The last
time that it was fu-ed the recoil carried it clown
the rise to the edge of the bank." Colonel Eppa
Hunton, of the 8th Virginia, who made the attack,
says : "At the fu-st fu·e from my regiment nearly
every man at the enemy's cannon was shot down,
and so incessant and galling was the fire we kept
up that there were only three discharges of can
non after the first fire from the Sth."-EDTTORS.
tColonel Cogswell says in conclusion: "I deem

it my duty as commamler of the field during the
last part of the action to state my eonvictions as
to the prineipal causes of the untoward results of
the day: First. The transportation nf troops across
the two branches of the river was in no way
guarded or organized. There were no guards at
any of the landings. :No boats' crews bad been
detailed, and each command as it arrived was
obliged to organize its own. No guns were placed
in position either on the JI.Iaryland side or on the
island to protect the passage, although several
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Colonel Devens thus describes the closing events as observed by him:
" The action commenced about 3 P. 111., and at ahout 4 P. 111. I was ordered to detach two
companies from the left of my regiment to the support of the left of the line, and to draw in,
proportionately, the right flank, which ·was done, Companies G and H, Captains Forehand and
Philbrick, being detached for that pmpose. By this time it had become painfully evident,
by the volume and rapidity of the enemy's fire and the pm·sistency of his attacks, that he was
in much larger force than we. The two howitzers were silent and the 6-ponn<ler also. Their
commanders came from the field wounded.
"Soon after, I was called from the right of my regiment, there being at this time a compara
tive cessation of the enemy's fire, to the center of the line, and learned for the first time that
Colonel Baker had been killed and that Lieutenant-Colonel Ward, of the 15th JI.Iassachu
setts, had been carriell from the field severely wounded. Colonel Lee supposing it his duty to
take command, I reported myself ready to execute his orders. He expressed his opinion that
tho only thing to be done was to retreat to tho river, and that the battle was utterly lost. It
soon appear<'cl that Colonel Cogs,rell was entitled to tho commaml, who expressed his determi
nation to make the attempt to cut our "·ay to Edwards Fen'l, and ordered me, as a preliminary
movement, to form the 15th Regiment in line toward the left. The 15th Hegiment accord
ingly movell across from the right to the left of the original line. Two or three companies
of the Tammany [4:3d New York) Regiment, just then arrived, formed also on his left. While en
deavoring to make the necessary dispositions to retreat, confusion was created by the appearance
of an officer of the enemy's force in front of the Tammany Regiment, who called on them to charge
on the enemy, who were now in strong force along the wood occupied formerly by the 15th
l\Iassachusetts during the former portion of the action. The detachment of the Tammany Reg
iment, probably mistaking this for an order from their own officers, rushed forward to the
charge, and the 15th JI.Iassachusetts, supposing that a.n order had been given for the advance
of tho whole line, rushed with eagerness, bnt was promptly recalled by their officers, who had
received no such order. The detachment of the Tammany Regiment was received with a shower
of bullets, arnl suffered severely. In the disturbance caused by their repulse the line was broken,
but was promptly re-formed.
"After this, however, although several volleys were given and returned and the troops
fought vigorously, it seemed impossible to presene the order necessary for a combined military
movement, and Colonel Cogswell reluctantly gave the order to retreat to the river-hank. The
troops descended the bluff, and reached the bank of tho river, where there is a narrow plateau
between the river and the ascent of the bluff, both the plateau and the bluff being heavily
wooded. As 1 descended upon this plateau, in company with Colonel Cogswell, I saw the large
boat, upon which we depended as the means of crossing the river, s"·amped by the number of
mun who rushed upon it.
"For the purpose of retarding as much as possible the approach of the enemy, by direction
of Colonel Cogswell I ordered the 15th Regiment to deploy as skirmishers over the bank of the
river, which order was executed, and several volleys were given and returned between them
and others of our forces and the enemy, who were now pressing upon ns in great numbers and
forcing clown fm·ions volleys on this plateau and into the river to prevent any escape. It was
impossible longer to continue to resist, and I should have had no doubt, if we had been c;mtend
ing with the troops of a foreign nation, in justice to the lives of men, it wonlcl have been our
duty to surromleri I had no hesitation in advising men to escape as they could, ordering them
in all cases to throw their arms into the river rather than give them up to the enemy. This
order was generally obeyed, although several of the men swam the river with their muskets on
their hacks, and others have returned to camp, bringing with them their muskets, who had
remained on the Virginia shore for two nights rather than to part with their weapons in order
to facilitate their escape. Having passed np along the line of that portion of the 1-iYer occupied
by my regiment, I returned to the lower encl of it, and at dark myself swam the river by the aid
of three of the soldiers of my regiment."
pieees were disposable on the Maryland shore near might have erossecl in time to take part in the
the landing. Had the full capaeity of the boats aetion. Second. The dispositions on the field were
heen employed, more than twice as many men faulty, aeeordiug to my jndgment."-EDITORS.
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'.I.1he final effect of not looking after the boat service "as seen in the pres
ence of the fifteen companies at Harrison's Island on their way to the scene
of action at the moment of defeat. This enor, like the others, was the result
of Colonel Baker's inexperience. No one has ever sought to blame him.
The whole load wns at once thrown upon General Stone, though not, indeed,
by those who knew the facts and were capable of judging.
With the light we haYe to-clay, it would, indeed, he easy to admit that,
even with forces outnumbering the enemy as four to one, to cross a rapid
river in a few boats at two points practieally four miles apart, climb a steep
bank, and thence advance against an enemy centrally posted within two miles
of either landing, is too delicate an operation to be undertaken by inexperi
enced troops, without that knowledge of individual qualities which can only
be gained by the test of actual warfare, and, moreover, without a positive
command or an object adequate to the risk.
If we are to judge by the light of 'Gl, then it must he remembered that
General Stone supposed himself to be carrying out the wishes of his com
manding general! in regard to dislodging the enemy from Leesburg, that the
scouting parties found no large force of Coufederates, that he had no reason
to apprehend any one of the negligences and ignorances which followed, that
the main body of the Confederates seemed to be in Gormau's front; finally,
that he believed J\IcCall to he still reconnoitering beyond Dranesville.�
It was thus that General McClellan, no less just than generous to his sub
ordinates, judged in vindicating Stone from reproach, and retaining him in
command when self-interest would iu any case have suggested his retirement,
and duty would have demanded it if he were to blame.\ So, too, judged the
leading officers who took part in the battle, including those who suffered
wounds and long imprisonment.
But with the cry of grief that went np all over the land at the untimely
death of the brave and eloquent Baker, who had left the Senate to take the
field, was mingled the cry of rage of a few men among his personal followers.
They filled the public ear with misrepresentations, to which Stone and his
officers, restrained by discipline, were unable to reply.*

+

Although the strict letter of his instructions gentleman; honest, braYe, a good soldier, though
was admittedly exhausted. But this was not the occasionally carried away by his chivalrous ideas.
only communication that had passed. Observe, that He was ,·ery unfortunate, and was as far as possi
although surprised by the movement, aml greatly ble from meriting the sad fate awl cruel treatment
distressed by the disaster, General l\IcClellan ut he met wiih."-EDITORS.
'fhe following extract denotes the substance
tered not a word of censure. He even telegraphed,
'' Take Leesburg." Curiously enougll, this dispatch, of such irresponsible accusation::; against Gen
being in cipher, could not be rPad by General Stone, eral Stone as reached the public at the time:
who replied, "I hate the bo.r, but 11ot the key." At '' Brigadier-General Charles P. Stone was arrested
first this was supposed to refer to a box, and I was in Washington this morniug, at 2 o'clock, by a
seut to General Stone's family for the key; of posse of the Provost Marshal's force, and sent to
Fort Lafayette, New York harbor. The charges
course, to no purpose.- R. B. I.
} General l\IcClellan says he thinks uotice was against General Stone arc: First, for misbehavior
sent to General Stone of i\IcCitll'::; withdrawal from at the battle of Ball's Bluff; second, for holdin;;
Dra11esville. He bad a right to think so; but the correspondence with the enemy befo1•e and since
fact remains that 110 such notice 1rns sc11t. I state the battle of Ball's Bluff, and receiving visits from
rebel officers iu bis camp; third, for treacherously
tllis of my own knowledge.-R. B. L
'\In" McClellan's Own Story," the general writes suffering tlle enemy to buihl a fort or stroug work,
of Stone: "He was a most charming and amiable since the battle of Ball's Bluff, under bis guns with-

*
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General Stone nsketl his commanding general for a court of inquiry; it was
refused as nnnecessary and inexpedient.
Congress met and promptly called on the Executive for information and an
investigation. Both requests were denied as contrary to the public interests,
bnt the demand being repeated, the President so far yielded as to promise an
:immecl:iate inqniry. This was not enough to satisfy Congress, which appointed
the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the ,Var, and began the investigation
. for itself, and in a mood which
may be inferred from the de
nnuciation of the affair, in
aclvance, as "the most atrocious
military murder in history."
In the meantime, a series of
incidents had taken place, of
a character tending to give
point to the vague suspicions
entertained against General
Stone in some quarters. li1
September, two alleged fugi
tive slaves were returned to
their master, nuder General
Stone's ordflrs, by a subaltern
of the 20th l\Iassachnsetts regi
ment of his division. Not k1ww
ing, or perhaps ignoring, the
fact that General Stone's action
was in e:s:act accord with the
orders, and was sustained by
the approval of his snperiors,
JOU:X a\, A:XD!:EW, \\".\H-c.OYEl{:-.OR OF )L\SS.\CIIUSETT�FHO)l .\ l'IIQT(IGl:a\Pll.
inclndiug the President, as well
as in conformity ,,ith the }Jolicy of the Goven,rnent, as then declared by Con
gress, Governor Andrew, npon the first information received, wi·ote a letter
to the regimental commander, reprimanding tho lieutenant.
A warm conespondence followed, in which, on the oue baud, Governor
Andrew maintained tho correctness of his o,,n adiou, and severely criticised
General Stone's, while, on the other hand, Gt,ueral l\IcCle1lan and General
Stone protested ngni11Rt the goven10r's course as an unwarranted interference
with the diRc·ipline of the armies of the United States.
Governor Andrew sent the correspondence to Senator Sumner, who laid it
before the Senate, and denounced Stone in nnmensm·ed terms.
Stung to the quick, Stone instantly replied in a letter to J\Ir. Snnmcr, for
which I need seek no hotter description or criticism than is contained in l\Ir.
outmolestation;fourth,foratreacherousdesiguto
expose his force to capture aml destrnetion by the
euerny, uuder pretense of or,lers for a moveme11t.
from the eommarnliug general, whi('h had not been
giveu.''- [" Diary of Events'' for February 9th,

lSG'.l, in Yul. IV. ofl\Ioore's ''Rebellion Reeor,l,"
pnulished in 1 SG'.2.J These few lines im·olve nine
distinct misstatements or perversions, only the
sin�le fact emhodied in the first paragraph being
correctly set forth.-R. B. I.
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Lincoln's remark, after reacting the letter and patieutly hearing the whole
story, while it was still bot: "I don't know that I should have written such a
letter; but if I had wanted to, I think, under the circumstances,- under the
circumstances, mind yon,-I would lrnYc had a right to do so." J
These circumstances, imperfectly known or understood, have caused
many to suppose that Mr. Sumner was in some way the originator of General
Stone's arrest; it is, however, as certain as any fact can be upon negative
evidence, that Mr. Smnner had nothing whatever to do with the subsequent
proceedings.
The Committee on the Conduct of the ,Var proceeded to investigate Ball's
Bluff by the methods common to nearly all similar bodies. ,Vitnesses were
summoned and examined without order; there was no cross-examination;
the accused was not confronted with the witnesses nor told their names, nor
the charge upon which he had been already tried, condemned, and sentenced
before he was even allowed to appear. No one was responsible. Of many
important details there ,Yns no record. The secrets of a committee may not
be divulged even to the authority from which its existence is derived. On
behalf of the committee, the re�ponsibility has becu sought to be avoided.
It cannot aYail. General l\IcClellan's statement is explicit, that l\fr. Stanton
informed him, when ordering the arrest, that he did so "at the solicitation
of the committee." General :\Ic-Clellan was one of the most truthful of men.
l\fr. Stanton, unfriendly as he had then become, did not deny it; but he
explicitly denied the authorship of the anest. On the part of the com
mittee no such explicit denial was ever made. As a matter of fact, some, at
least, of its members hailed the arrest with demonstrations of delight. In
April, in the Senate, the committee vehemently opposed a resolution ealling
on the President for the evidence taken before the committee. The chnir
man, l\Ir. Wade, admitted that the committee had done something, and had
suggested something, but his language, elsewhere so Yiolent, was guarded
when he came to tell ,vhat this was. A sub-committee laid the evidence,
which the Senate was not to be allm,ed to see, before the President and his
cabinet, and " left it pretty much to them," in :Mr. ,Vnde's words. The reso
lution was supported by l\lr. Sumner, and was passed against the opposition
of the committee. Nine days
. later the President declined to lay. the evidence
before the Senate in a message, ,Yhich, as l\lr. Blaine points out, bears marks
of having been written in the , Var Office; but the fact that the information
withheld consisted of the evidence taken by its own committee was not
revealed to the Senate.
l\ir. Stanton's order for Stone's arrest was issued on the :28th of January.
It was not executed until the morning of the 9th of February. What happened
in the interval has never been told. It is soon done. General McClellan
asked that General Stone might be heard in his defense. The eommittee
assented, and General Stone ·was examined on the 31st. l\Ieantime, the
J Adjutant-General Scbouler (" l\Iassacbusetts in the ·war") says, '' :i\Ir. Sumner took no notice" of
Stone's letter. Geneml Schouler was evidently not aware that :Mr. Smnner took the letter at once to
1\11•. Lincoln, with the above result,-R. B. I.
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execution of the order was informally suspended in deference to General
l\IcClellan's express statement to the Secretm·.v, that he did not see how any
charges could be framed on the testimony.*
In a few days the missing link was supplied by a surprising occurrence.
A refugee came into Geueral W. \V. Burns's lines from Leesburg, with a
vague and utterly groundless stor.v of mysterious flags of truce and of how
mueh the Confederates thought of their frieud Stone. t General McClellan
was now placed in a cruel dilemma. He had either to show the refugee's
story to the Secretary, or withhold it. The course he chose was that which
seemed to him his l1nty. l\Ir. Stanton instantly renewed the order, and
Stone's ruin was accomplished.
Not only were no charges ever preferred, hut no acknowledgme1it of error
was ever made, unless Stone's retention in the service and his restoration to
duty, long subsequently, aud under secret surveillance, be so considered. Gen
eral l\IcClellan in vain applied for him. General Hooker's first act on taking
command was to ask for him as chief-of-staff. At last, in l\Iay, 1863, upon
the earnest request of General Banks, commanding tho Department of the
Gulf, Stone was ordcrorl to report to him. He arrived during the siege of
Port Hudson, and rendered valuable service, though without assignment.
Immediately afterward, General Banks appointed him chief-of-staff, in which
capacity he served until April 16th, lSG-t, when, coincidently with the disaster
on the Red River, but under orders previously issued at \Vashington, he was
deprived of his commission as brigadier-general, and ordered to "report by
letter" as colonel of the l!th infantry. In the following August, Lieutenant
General Grant assigned him to the command of a brigade in the Fifth Army
Corps. A month later, worn out at last by the straiu of the unmerited suffer
ing he had so long endured in silence, he resigne(l.
Aud thus it ,vas that this most gallant, areomplished, and faithful soldier
was, upon no charges, ,vithout a hearing, upon "evidence" on which no
humane or fair-minded man -wonlcl punish a pet terrier, condemned not
men:'ly to long and rigorous iwprisonmeut, bnt to a punishment so much
worse than death that in all ages men have sought death because they have
lacked the com·age to endure it.

*

'rl-10 ,Joint Committee on the Conduct of the
'iVar, appointed in De<'0ruber, lSlil, dming the
Reeo1Hl session of the 3 ,th Congress, eonsiste,l of
Senators Benjamin F. "'a.de, of Ohio; Zaehariah
Chandler, of iliehigan, arnl All<lrew ,Johnson, of
'l'ennessee; arnl He1,reseutatiYes D. \\", Gooch, of
l\Iassachnsetts; Joh11 Co\·orle, of Pe1111Rylvania;
George \Y. ,Julian, of lmliana, nllll nI. P. Odell, of
New York. On the appointment of Andrew ,John
son as Military Governor of 'l'enuessee, l\farch
4th, lSG:?, his plaee 011 the committee was filled,
te1uponuily, by Joseph A. \\'right, of Iucliana.
O11ly six uames appear in the report, sulJmitted
April Gth, lSG:1, with respect to the First Bnll
Rnu, Ball's Blnff, the "'estern Depal'tmeut of
Missouri, and other s11J.1jects.- EDITORS.

;t Geuel'al M eClellan informed General Stone that
he had last seen the writ.ten statement at t.l1e ,Yar
Offiee ou the 8th of Februal'y, lSG::?. I saw it at
his heatlquarters in "'ashington in September,
lSG::?, in a wanlrohe full of papers turned oYer
to rue when I, as Acting Assistant Atljntant-Gen
eml, was lletachetl "to prevent the tail of the army
from being again ent off," and it was among a
double handful whieh I delh·eretl baek to General
Seth Williams after Antietam. I suggest that the
nn me of this refugee, and al I the farts regarding
him, am! all the statements made uy him, will
probably turn up in the al'ehives of the "Seeret
Se1Tiee.'' I know the man was turned 0\·er to
"Colonel E. J. Allen" (Allen Pinkerton) awl ex
aminell l•y him.- R. B. I.

CAPTAIN WILKES'S SEIZURE OF MASON AND SLIDELL.
BY D. l\IACNEILL FAIRFAX, REAR-AD:\IlRAL, U.S. N., EXECUTH'E OFFICER OF TIIE "SAX JACINTO."

I

N October, 1861, the United States screw-sloop San Jacinto, of 1Yhich Cap
tain Charles "\Vilkes was COllllllancler and the writer ,,as executive officer,
on her return frolll the west coast of Africa, touched at the island of St.
Tholllas to coal ship. Here for the first time we learned of the presence in
those waters of the Confederate cruiser Sumter (Captain Raphael Selllrnes). j
Captain ,Vilkes immediately determined to search for the enemy. At Cien
fuegos, on the south coast of Cuba, he learned from the United States
consul-general at Havana that l\Iessrs. :Mason and Slidell, Confederate com•
missioners to Europe, and their secretaries and families had recently reached
that port from Charleston en route to England. He immediately put to sea,
October 26th, with the purpose of intercepting the blockade runner which
had brought them out. The commissioners were to haYe left Charleston by
the cruiser }{aslitillc, but their plans had been changed, and the steamer
Gordon, otherwise known as the Theodora (Captain Lockwood), had boon
substituted. They had run the Union blockade successfully during a storlll
on the night of October 11th, and had arrived at Nassau on the 1:3th, and at
Havana on the 17th. There we ascertained that their plan was to leave on the
7th of November in the English steamer Trent for St. Thomas on their way
to England, and readily calculated when and where in the Bahama Channel
we might intercept them. :Meanwhile, on the :2c1 of November, Captain \Vilkes
continued his cruise after the 8Hmtcr along the north coast of Cubn, also
running over to Key West in the hope of finding the Po1rliata11 or some other
steamer to accompany him to the Bahama Channel to guard against the pos
sibility of the escape of the commissioners. But the Po1cliatan had left the
day before, and the San Jacinto therefore returned alone to the channel to
await the Tre11t. Here, 2-!0 miles from Havana, and 90 miles from Sagua la
Grande, where the channel contracts to the width of 15 miles, at noon on the
8th of November the Trent was sighted.
On our way from St. Thomas to HnYmrn we had stopped at the Caymans,
an English possession, to procure fresh provisions for the crew. rrhe natfres
had not many clays before receiYecl a ,'i.sit from the Sumter, and 1.Yere loud
J The Sumter, one of the first, if not the very first,
of the regularly commissioned vessels of the Con
federate navy, left Kew Orleans on the 18th of
June, 1 SGl (see cut, p. 1-Jc), and, rnuuing the block
ade, almost immediately began privateering opera
tions. She was a screw steamer of 500 tons, and
was armed with 5 guns - an 8-iuch pivot, and 4
2-Jc-pound howitzers. She cruised for two months
in the Caribbean Sea and along foe coast of South
America, receiving friendly treatment and coaling
without hindrance in the neutral ports. During
the succeeding two months she cruised in the Atlan
tic. Ou the night of the 23d of rfovernber, she
ran out of the port of St. Pierre, Island of l\Iarti
nique, eluding the Iroquois (Captain Palmer), which

had been sent to search for her. .At Gibraltar, having
been effectually blockaded l)y the Tuscarora, she
was sold, afterward becoming a blockade runner.
Among the vessels sent in search of her were the
Siagam, I'mchatan, Ecystone State, Richmond, and
San Jacinto.
In his ,·olume, '' The Blockade and the Cruisers"
(Charles Scribner's Sons), Professor J. R. Soley
sums np her career thus:
"During ber crnise she bad made 17 prizes, of which 2
wercran�mnec1, 7 were released in Cuban ports by order
of the Captain-General. and 2 wPrP recaptured. Apart
from tbe delays eauRed lly interrupted ,oyages, tbe
total injury inflicted lly tlle Sumter upon Americau eon! 
merce eonsistecl in tlle burning of six ,essels with tben·
cargoes."
EDITORS.
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in praise of the Confederate
cnuser. They had in times
past shown great pleasure in
selling turtle and fresh beef and
-vegetables to the United States
war vessels, but now their sym
pathy for the Southern cause
was uppermost, and they really
showed indifference to selling
us provisions. This feeling had
displayed itself wherever we had
stopped either at St. Thomas or
on the southern coast of Cuba,
and when we reached Havana
it was still more apparent. 1t
was evident, even at that early
day, that the South had the
sympathy of nearly all Eu
rope-particularly of England
and Frauce. ,Vhen Captain
"\Vilkes first took me into his
confidence, and told me what
he purposed to do, I earnestly
JA)IES )I. )[ASON, cu:--Fl,DERATE CO)l)IISSIONER TO GREAT
reminded
him of the great risk
IlRITAIN, J,'110)1 A PHOTOGRAPH.
of a war with these two Gov
ermnents, snpported as they were by powerful uavies; and when we reached
Key ,Vest I snggestcd that he consnlt with Judge l\farvin, one of the ablest
maritime lawyers. I soon saw, however, that he had made up his mind
to intercept a11cl capture the Trent as well as to take possession of the
commissioners, and I therefore ceased to cliscnss the affair. As the next
in rnnk to Captain "\Vilkes, I claimed the right to board the mail-packet.
Captain ,Vilkes fnli>' expected that I would tender my services for this "deli
n1to clut>'," and rather left to me the plan of carrying ont his instructions. t
I was impresser1 with the graYity of my position, and I made up my mind
not to tlo anrthiug unnecessary in the .wrest of these gentlemen, or any
thing that ,rnnld irritate the captain of the Trrnt, or any of his passengers,
particularly the rommissioners -lest it might occur to them to throw the
steamer on my lrnnds, which would necessitate my taking her as a prize.
;t Following is the text of Captain Wilkes's in
struction,, "'hieh, as will lJe seen from the narra
tin?, were not literally obse1·ved by Lieutenant
Fairfax:
"u. R. STEA)!Ell San Jrtcin/o. At Rl'a, No,. St!J, 1861.
Sm: Yon will ha,e t!Je r:wcoml an,! tbirtl cutters of this
�hip fully m:rnnc,l aml armt><l. :uul lw in nil respects 11re
pared to lJoartl the stenmer 1'1·e11/, now bo,c to nnder
onr g-nu�.
"On hoarding bPr yon will tle,nnn<l the pnpers of t.!Jc
stemner, her ,·.!Parance froiu H:waua, with t!Je list of
passengers nnd en'w.

"Should l\Tr. l\Tason, l\Ir. Slidell, l\lr. Eustis, nml l\Jr.
l\IeFnrlaml lJe on boanl, yon will make them prisoners
nml �ernl tl1em on board this ship immcdifltely, and take
po�R<'R�i1111 of her as a 11rize.
·• I ,Jo not. ,lc<'m it will he necessnry to use force, that
the pri�oucrs will hn,e the good sense to a,oic1 any
ucces�ity for nsing it; lmt if they should they must be
mndP to mHlerstnnd that it is their own fault.
"1'hey 11111st be bro11r1ht on board.

•·All 1Tlllll,s. caReR, packages, am] hn�s bclongiug to
them �·on will take )lossession of. ancl seudon hua.rll this
Rl1ip; a11r ,llspatPbcs fount! on tile 11ersons of t.l!e pris
onl'rs, or in vossession of ti.lose on board tlie steamer.
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A::; the Trent approached she hoisted English colors; whereupon our en
sign was hoisted and a shot was fired across her bow. As she maintained her
speed nncl showed no disposition to heave to, a shell was fired ncross her
bow which brought her to. Captain ,Vilkes hailed that he intended to send
a boat on board, and I then left with the second cutter.
The manner of heaving the Trent to evidently was ga11i11g to Captain
l\Ioir. ,Vhen he did stop his steamer, he slwwed how provoked he wns
by impatiently singing out through his trumpet, ",Vhat do you mean by
heaving my vessel to in this manner ? " I felt that I must in every way
conciliate him when I should
get on board. Two boats had
been equipped ready to
lower and the officers and
crews detailed to jump into
them. These were not em
ployed until later. rrhe boat
I took was a third one,
and as the sea 11as Eimooth,
but a few minutes elapsed
before we reaehed the Trent.
I instructed the boat's crew to
remain alongside for orders,
and, boarding the vessel,
I was escorted by one of
her officers to the upper or
promenade deck and was in
troduced to Captain l\foir, who,
though very gentlemanly in
his "·ay of receiving me, was
also very dignified and mani
fested no little indignation as
he spoke of the nnnsnal treat
JOHX SLIDELL, COXFEDERATE CO)DIISSIOXER TO !'RANCE.
ment received at our hands. I
FRO)! .\ PIIOTOGR.\PII.
immediately asked if I might
see his passenger-list, saying that I had information that :\Iessrs. :Mason and
Slidell were on board. The mention of JUr. Slidell's name caused that gen
tleman to come up nnd say, "I am l\fr. Slidell; do yon want to see me u?"
l\Ir. Mason, whom I knew Yery well, also came up at the same time, thus
relieving me from Captain l\Ioir's refusal, which was very polite but very
will he taken po�seRRion of, examine<!, arnl retaine<l if
necessary.
"I ha,·,,. nndersteml that tile familieA of the�c gentle
men may lie with them; if so, I be.,; yon will offer som..
of them in my name a ]lnssngc in this ship to tile Unite,!
States, n11d that all tl1c attention and comforts W<' c·a11
commarnl arc tcnclere<l them and will he ]!laced in th<'ir
scrvicP.
"In the m·ent of their acceptance, Rllould t!JerP he
anything which the captain of the steamer enn spare to
increase the eornforts in the way of neccssarie� or stores,
of which a war vessel is dcticicnt, yen will please to
VOL. IL

10

procm·c them; tile amount will he paid for by the pay
master.
"Lieutenant .TamcR A. Greer will take cltnrgc of the
third enttcr wllieh aceompnnic� �-on, and ax�i�t you iu
these dutiPB, I tru�t tlint nil thoRP nmler your com
mand in executing this important and tll'!icatc clnty
,,ill conduct themselves with all the clP.licac,1' and l,ind
m·8s wl1icll hrcomc the character of our Naval Service.
•· I nm, YClT rcspeetfnlly, your obedient Rervant,
CHARLES \\'ILJ,ES, Captain.
"To Lieutenant D. :IT. FAIRFAX, U. S. N., Executive
Officer, San Jacinto."
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positive, that I could not under such circmnstances be shown any list of pas
sengers. I asked where their secretaries, l\lr. l\IcFarland and l\Ir. Enstis,
were, for I wanted to see them also, and l\Ir. l\Iason pointed them ont to
me standing near. In the briefest time I hacl the four gentlemen before me,
ancl then I informed Captain l\Ioir that I had been sent by my commander to
arrest l\Ir. l\Iason ancl l\Ir. Slidell and their secretaries, and sencl them pris
oners on hoarcl the United States war vessel near by.
As may readily be understood, when it was known why I hacl boarded tho
Trent, there was an outburst of rage and indignation from the passengers, vd10
numbered nearly one lmnclred, many of them Southerners. The captain and
the four gentlemen bore themselYes ·with great composure, but the irrespon
sible lookers-on sang out, "Throw the d-- fellow overboard!" I called on
Captain l\Ioir to preserve order, bnt, for the benefit of the excited passengers,
I reminded them that our every move was closely observed from the San
Jacinto hy spy-glasses (she was within hailing distance), that a heayy battery
was hearing npon them, and that any indignity to any of her officers or crew
then on board might lead to clreaclfnl consequences. This, together ,vitli
Captain l\Ioir's excellent commanding manner, had a quieting· effect. During
this nproar among the passengers, the officer in charge of the San Jacinta's
boat, not knowing ,Ylrnt it meant, ancl fearing some ill-treatment of me, hur
ried np with six or eight of the crew. Captain l\Ioir ,Yas tho first to see this
body of armed men, and remonstrated mth me at their appearance on the
promenade-deck among his passengers, there being many ladies and children
among them. I immediately directed the officer to return to his boat and
await my orders. I assured him, arniclst the noise of his passengers, that tho
men had come contrary to my instructions. I was really pleased to find tho
captain so tenacious of his command, for my mincl was possessed with the
iclea that l\lr. l\Iason or 1\Ir. Slidell, or both, wonld urge Cnptain l\Ioir to relin
quish his command, making it necessary for me to assnme it, as in such event
my instructions left no opening for me to decline it. After orcler had been
restored, ,rn discussed the affnir more generally, Captain l\Ioir, however,
scarcely joining in the conversation-always clignifiecl ancl pnnctilions. The
mail-agent, Commander "\Villiams, an officer of the Royal Navy, on the retired
list, was more officious, for he sc·arcely left me, and more than once reminded
mo that he represented Her :l\Iajesty's Service, and that I must refer things to
him. Of course, I knew what was clue to him, bnt I also kne,v that Captain
l\Ioir wns tho ouly person with whom I could have nny official relations.
I carefully avoided giving offense, and confined myself strictly to the duty
which had taken me on board. I was anxious that l\.Ir. Slidell ancl l\Ir. l\Iason
should not leave nny of their luggage behind. l\lrs. Slidell having· nskocl
mo ,vho ,·onmmnded tho San Jacinto, I replied, "Your old acquaintance, Cap
tain "\Vilkes "; whereupon she expressed surprise that he should do the very
thing tho Confederates were hoping for-something to nronso Eng-land; and
she also spoke of onr having run clown a French brig, a short time before,
saying that two French men-of-war were at Havana when the brig came
in with jury-masts, almost a wreck, as the captain of the brig reported to
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them, and adding tlmt their comnrnnclers had expressed great indignation,
and would make the most of our treatment of one of their merclmutmcn.
"Really," she added, "Captain ,Vilkes is playing into our hands!" l\Ir. l\Iason
here suggested that it would be just as well not to discuss these matters at
such n time. Captain ,Vilkes's offer of his cabin wa conveyed by mo to
l\Irs. Slidell and l\Irs. Eustis, and declined by both belies.
After the first uproar had sub idecl, I sent the boat to Cnptain ,Vilkos to
say that the e gentlemen were all on board, and had objected to being sent
to the San Jacinto, and that I must
use force to accomplish my orders ;
I asked for a boat to carry them
comfortably on board, nnother for
their baggage, nud a third to carry
stores, which the paymaster's clerk,
at Captniu Wilkes's order, had al
ready purchased from tho steward
of tho Trc11 t, to ndcl to tho comfort
of tho now guests.
,Vhen all was ready and the
boats were in waiting, I notified
both l\Ir. l\Iason and J\Ir. Slidell that
the time had come to send them to
tho San .Jacinto. They came quietly
down to tho main-dock, and there
repeated that they would not go un
less force was used-whereupon
two officers, previously instructed,
escorted each commissioner to the
side, nnd assisted the111 in to the con1- ia:AR-AIJ)IIRAL c11.\l(LE:s w1LKE�. FHOM A ]'11urnu1ur11.
fortable cutter sent e peciaJly for them. The two secretaries followed them into
the boat without making opposition. At this stage of the proceedings another
ontery ·was raised by the passengers-noise enough to cause Lieutenant Greer,
who was waiting for these gentlemen to accompany thorn on board, to send
a corporal's guard inside of tho nrnin-dock ea.bin. This produced considerable
consternation among the ladies near by, but it wns soon allayed by Captain
l\Ioir1 and tho marines were sent hack outside. They had been sent in 0110 of
tho boats by Captain ,Vilkes's order, under the impression that they might ho
requirod. Some machinists also came, in the oYent of the Trent being taken
as a prize; they were not needed, and were sent back to their ship a little
,-.;-hile hoforn I returned to make my report. Commander ,Villiams '"as
reported as saying when he went to Engln,ncl that I had eansed marines to
charge upon defenseless women and children with fixed bayonets. Tho men, of
course, had their nm kets at ''ca.ny" or" shoulder," and moved into tho cabin
with quick step-but there was no other foundation for the statement. Again
he represented, and it was pictured in one of the London illustrated papers,
that l\Iiss Slidell, for some cause or other, had struck me in tho face. This
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was based on the fact that she accidentally tonched my shoulder while I was
talking to 1\Irs. Slidell at the door of l\'Ir. Slidell's state-room. "'While I was
standing there, Miss Slidell, then a girl of 15 or 17 years, was protesting
against my taking her father from her, when a, little roll of the steamer caused
her to lo::,e het· balance, and thus she touched mo slightly. l\Irs. Slidell, writ
ing afterward from Paris to her nea,r relative, and a friend of mine, expressed
her mortification tlrnt such a story should have been circulated. But Com
mander "'Williams bade me good-bye pleasantly ,vhon I left the Trent, saying
that he was very much pleased at my moderate and gentlemanly manner
throughout this very embarrassing and perplexing duty, and that ho would
report tho same to his Government, for which I thanked him, mentioning his
language afterward to Captain "'\Vilkes. The truth is that much was made
of "'\Villiams in England, and he oYidently lost his head.
Once while the transfer of luggage and stores delayed us, Cnptain l\Ioir,
seeing his Yessel drifting ont of channel and in sight of shoal water, said to
me, " If yon do not hurry and get out of my vessel, I will not be responsible
for her safety." I immediately hailed the S(ln J(lci11to a,nd requested that sho
be kept more to ,vimlwnr<.1 and in mid-channel, and then said to Captain l\Ioir,
"Nmv you can move np nearer to the San Jacinto," ,vhich he did. I speak of
this to show how wntchfnl I was to keep him in au amiable frame of mind,
a,nd so to lessen the chance of his thrmving the Trent on my hands. "'\Vheu
all was finished I went 011 board tho San Jacinto mid reported to Captain
Wilkes that I had not taken the Trent as a, prize, as he lrnd instructed me to
do, giving certain reasons, which satisfied him; for he replied, "inasmuch a,s
0·e."
vou
have not taken her ) vou
will let her b0·o" or "l)rocee<.1 on her vova
•
.,
.J
b
To nrnke clear one of these reasons, I should before have mentioned that Captain \Vilkes, while nt Havana, had leamed more definitely of the character of
Dn Pout's fleet, from ,d1ich he inferred its desti1rntion, for of the Southern
ports the larger vessels could enter onl)· Port Royal. He directed me "to
refit our battery a,nd get the San .Jacinto roacly in a,ll respects for battle,"
a,clding that he would "join Dn Pont in time to coopernte -with him." (As it
,vas, Port Royal fell the clay before we boarded the Trent, as we learned on
onr arriva,l off Charleston.) rrhe reasons I assigned to Captain "'\Vilkes for my
action were: First, that tho capture of the Trent would nrnko it necessary
to put a large prize crew (officers and men) 011 bonrd, nnd thus materially
weaken om· battery for use at Port Royal ; secondly, thnt as there were a
large number of women a,nd children and mails and specie bound to various
ports, tho capture would seriously inconvenience innocrnt persons and mer
chm1ts; so that I had detennined, before taking her, to lay these matters
before him for more serious consideration.;
I retnrned immediately to the Trent and informed Captain l\Ioir that CapJ I gave my real reasons some weeks afterward to Secretary Chase, whom I met by chance
at the Treasury Department, he having asked me
to explain why I had not literally obeyed Captain
,Vilkes's instructions. I told him that it "·a,;
because I was impressed with England's sympathy

for the South, arnl felt that she would l,c g!a,J to
have so good a ground to ,Ieciare war against the
United States. l\lr. Chase seemed surprised. arnl
exclaimed, "Yon have certainly relieved the Gov
erument from great emhanassment, to say the
least."- D. l\I. :i,�.
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WILLIAM H. SEll'ARD, SECRETARY OF STATE.

FRO:II A DAGUERREOTYPE TAKEN ABOUT 1851.

tain Wilkes "'\VOuld not longer detain him, and he might proceed on his voyage.
The steamers soon separated, and thus ended one of the most critical events
of onr civil "\Var. We went up the coast from St. Augustine to the blockading
fleet off Charleston, and thence to Fort l\Ionroe, from which point "\Ve "\Vere
ordered first to New York and afterward to Boston, "ith the prisoners. When
we reached the outer roads of Boston I escorted the four gentlemen to Fort
,varren, and parted from them "ith expressions of the most pleasant char
acter; for everything had been clone by Captain Wilkes and his officers to
make them feel at home while on board the vessel. l\Ir. Eustis and myself
had several conversations as to the probable reception of the news in England
and on the Continent. He maiutained from the first, that England would
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immediately demand their release, and that om· Government would be
obliged to accede to this demand. When l\lr. Slidell was leaving the side
of the Trent, he said to his wife, "Good-bye, my dear, we shall meet in Paris
iu GO days." If I remember aright, he was but 20 days longer in rejoining hor.
After the war I had a conversation with Captain Moir, in the presence of
an English chaplain, at St. Thomas. Captain Moir was there in command of
a large steamer rnnning between Liverpool and Aspinwall, and I was in com
mand of the Susq11cll(tJ/l1u. Captain l\Ioir invited the chaplain and myself to
lunch, and after vrn vrnre relieved from the presence of the waiters, only we
three in the cabin, he then reverted to an inten-iew he had with the British
Admiralty on his retm·n to England, whither be bad been called from St.
'rhomas. They were very mnch disappointed and displeased with him for not
luwing thrown the Trc11t on onr hands, to which he replied (so he said to me)
that it never had occurred to him; that, in fact, the officer who boarded the
Trent was so civil, and had so closely occupied him in conversation about
foreign matters, that he had failed to see what afterward was very plain.
He recounted the excitement on 'Change over the affair, and expressed the
conviction that all England would have demanded speedy reclress, hacl I
taken the Trent. He had seen the reports in print in our nm,spapers, and
had read my orders to take possession and wondered that I had not.
Although Captain "\Vilkes and I viewed the seizm·e of the commissioners
from different points of view, I cannot close this narrative without saying
that "\Vilkes ,ms one of our very uest officers, a man of strong will-pmver,
hraYe and intelligent, and I always entertained the highest respect for his
ahilities aud worth.
After parting from the Trent, the Srm Jacinto
proceeded to the Plorhla coast, and the11ce, by
way of the IJlockacling fleet off Charleston, to
Fort l\Ionroe. Here report of the seizure was
made, and the vessel ,vas ordered to New York,
and thence, by order of Secretary Seward, to
Fort "\Varren, Boston harbor, where the prison
ers were confined during the diplomatic corre
spondence which followed. The commissioners
expressed their satisfaetion at the considerate
treatment which they receiYed, both from Cap
tain Wilkes during the voyage and from Colonel
Justin Dimmick, the commander at Fort Warren.
On the 30th of November, Earl Russell, the
British minister for foreign affairs, having received
the news of the seizure through a letter from Com
mander \Villiams (mentioned above), ,note to
Lord Lyons, tho British minister at "\Vashington,
reciting the circumstances and saying in part :
"HPr l\IajPsty'R Government. tllcrrfore, trust that
1'.'hen thiR mattrr shall have hern hro11ght nuder the
,•.onsid,·rntion of the Govrrnmcnt of thr Unitrd States,
that GovcmmPut will, of its own nccor,l, offer to the
Britisl1 GovPrnnwnt s1wh redrPss as nlonr coulfl sat.
iRfy the British nation, name]�-. the liberation of the
four grntl<'men arnl their ,lclivery to yonr Jor<lsliip,
in or,]('!' tlrnt they ma;\'" again 1Je pla,,,.,l under British
proteetion.
mHl a snitahlt• apology for the aggression
_
wluch has hcen committed."

On the 3d of December, the French Government
also made an informal protest, through its minister
at \Yashingtou, l'iI. l\Iercier.
On the 26th of December, Mr. Seward wrote at
length to Lord Lyons, reviewing the case, and say
ing that the commissioners woultl be '' cheerfully
liberated." In the course of the letter l\Ir. Seward
said:
"If I decide this ease in favor of my own Government,
I must disavow its most cherished principles, and re
verse and forever abandon its ess011tial J)O!icy. The
country caunot afford the s'.lcritice. Tf I rnaintnin those
principles, and adhere to that pclicy, I rnust surrender
the case itself. It will he seen, therefore, that tl1is
Gonmrnent could not deny the justice of the claim
presm1ted to ns in thiR respect upon its merits. '\Ye
are asked to do the British nationjnst what we l111ve
always insisted all nationR ought to do ton�."

Accordingly, on the 1st of January, ISG2, the
commissioners anrJ their secretaries were placed
on board the Eno-lish vessel flinal<lo, at Province
town, l\Iass., whicl1 had been designatecl by Lonl
Lyons to receiYe them. After a voyage of nnusual
rigor, during which they were compelled by storms
to alter the first plan of going by way of Halifax
and to run to Bermuda, the commissioners arrive,!
at Southampton, England, on the 2Dth of Jan
uary.- EDITORS.

EARLY OPERATIONS ON THE POTOMAC RIVEH.
BY PROFESSOR J. RUSSELL SOLEY, U. S. N.

first active naval operations of the war "·ere
T HEthot=:e
011 the Potomac River, in May and

force of Confederates was posted, although no bat
teries had as yet been crec-ted. In this attack
J nne, lSGI. At this time the larger vessels of the Commander \Yard was assi:,;ted lJy two boats from
navy were engaged in setting on foot the lJlockade the l'wrncc, under Lieutenant Chaplin. A landing
of the coast, in pursuance of the President's proc was effected by the party, led by Commander\Yard
lamations of April 19th and �7th. The _,_Yiaga/'{/, in person, and after some skirmishing the Confetl
11Ii11nci;ota, Roanoke, and S11sq11clta1111(t on the Atlan erate pickets were driven in; lmt upon the ap
tic coast, under Flag-Officer Silas H. Stringham, and proach of the main body of the enemy a retreat was
the Colomdo, Jlissii;sippi, I'o1clwta11, and 1Jruukly11 ordered to the boats. Commander \\'ard returned
in the Gulf, nuder Flag-Officer ·wmiam :Mervine, to the Frccuom, and tlirected her fire at the ad
took the initial steps to render the blockade effec vancing force, enabling Chaplin to make a second
tive. Smaller vessels were sent to the blockading landing. Breastirnrks were rapidly thrnwn up, but
stations as rapidly as they could be prepared.
they were no sooner completed than the landing
The Potomac River, although officially within the party was ordered to return, Commamler \Va.rd
limits of the. Atlantic Squadron, lrncame enrly in having recoiYed a fatal gunshot wound while
the wnr a nearly independent commarnl, owillg to sighting his bow-gun. Late in the aftemoon,
its distance from the flag-ship, anrl its nearness to Lieutenant Chaplin, with great skill and cool11ess,
·washington. In l\Iay the Potomac flotilla ,vas or embarked his men under a galli11g musketry fire.
ganizetl, under Commander James H. \Yard. It The only casualties in this somewhat rash under
was originally composed of the small side-wheel taking were one killed and four wounded. Imme
steamer Tltumas Frccuom, purchased, l\fay 7th, at diately after, the Confederates erected formidable
New York, and the tugs Anacostia and Resolute, but works at the Point.
was considerably enlarged in the course of the
Two days after \Yard's death, on the 29th of
year. Its organization was closely connected ·with June, the steamer St. Xidwlas, a passenger vessel
the service of the Washington Navy Yard, and still making regular trips between Baltimore and
other vessels attached to the yard occasionally co Georgetown, was captured l,y a stratagem of the
operated with it. Its movements were under the Confederates. A party of armed men, more or less
direct supervision of the department.
disguised, under Colonel Thomas, went on lJOard
In the early part of 1Iay, 1861, the Naxy of the as passengers at Baltimore, aml were joined by
State of Virginia began the erection of batteries on Captain George N. Hollins aml others at Point
the Potom:tc, in order to close the navigation of Lookout. As the St. Xicltolas was on her way up
the river to Federal vessels proceeding to and from the Potomac, the Confederates threw off their tlis
\Vashington. "\Vorks were thrown up under the guise, and, overpowering the crew a]l(l passengers,
direction of Captain William F. Lynch, Com took possession of the vessel. She subsequently
mamler Frederick Chatard, and other officers at made several prizes, and was bumt at Fredericks
Aquia Creek, the terminus of the Richmond and burg in 1SG2.
Commander Thomas T. Cra,-en succeeded Com
Frederickshnrg Railroad, at Mathias Point, and
later at Qnantico. A small steamer, the Ocoruc mander \V:ird in the command of the Potomac flo
l'ar1e, cooperated with the forces on shore. The tilla. Tho for.co was increased by the addition of
batteries were manned chiefly by infantry acting eight or ten vessels, but it was unable to tli,lodge
as artillerist_s. The first duty of the Potomac flo the Confederates from their positions, and although
tilla was to clear the Virginia banks of these ob the navigation of the river was riot actually closed
structions to navigation and open the river. With to armed vessels, a virtual hlockatle of\Yashington,
this object in view, the Free/Jorn, nuder Commander as far as the Potomac was concerne<l, was main
"\Varel, on the 31st of May, attackell the works at tained until March, 1SG2, when the Confederate
Aquia Creek. The attack, which may he called forces retired to the line of the Rappahannoc-k
tho first naval engagement of the war, wns ineffec River. The guns were then removed from the bat
tual, the light guns of the Frccbom producing little teries, and the Gcoruc l'auc was burnt.
During the remainder of the war, the Potomac
impression. On the other hand, the necessity of
economizing ammunition led the Conferlerates to flotilla, commanded successh-ely h�· Comm0tl01 e A.
reserve their fire. Ou the next day, June 1st, the A. Harwoo<l and Commanders R. H. \Vynrnn a]](l
attack was repeated by the Frccuorn, which had Foxha11 A. Parker, was chiefly occupied in patrol
meantime been joined ]Jy the l'aw11ce, under Com ling the river and the adjacent waters to insure
mamler S. C. Rowan. The bombardment was con the safety of water communication from ·washillg
tinueil for five hours, but no casualties occnrretl on ton, and to pr<'Yent contraband tratle betwef'l1
either side. The railroad pier and its buildings were the frontiers. It seconded the operations of the
set on fire aml blown up by the Confederate forces, army at ,-arious points, and occasionally its ves
and both the batteries and tho vessels received sels had smart brushes with the enem�-, hut itR
several shot, hut no material injury was inflicted. principal occupation was that of a water-police, nll<l
On the 27th of ,Tune, the Prccuom made an at its efforts were mainly directed against illicit trade
tack upon .l\Iathias Point, where a considerable and guerrilla warfare.
143
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FORT MONROE-ANO THE OLD HYGEIA HOTEL1 SINCE TORN DOWN,

FROM A LITHOGRAPH,

OPERATIONS OF 1861 ABOUT FORT MONROE.
HY ,TOSEP[T H. t;ARH, BRE\'ET l\IAJOTt-GENETIAL, U. S. Y.

N the �"1:th of l\Iay, 1861, I arrivocl at Fort l\Ionroe, ,vith my regiment,
O
the �cl New York Volnntoers. Two days before l\Iajor-General B. F.
Butler had arrived and assnmed commaml of the department. Previous to

onr arriYal tho fort eontained, besides tho rognlar garrison of four com
panies of artillery, the 4th l\Iassachnsetts Yohmteers, a regiment of "three
mouths" men. ,Ve wont into camp just over the border of l\Iill Creek, a
stream dividing the fort from Virginia, and pitched onr tents on a plowed
field near a mansion known as the Segar House. This camp was first called
Camp Troy, and, later, Camp Hamilton. Pickets were placed immochately
on our arrival, and at once began operations by the captnre of nine Confed
erate officers - one of them a surgeon. The prisoners wore brought before
General Entler, confessed to being' in arms unclor the Confederacy, and
stated that, when captured, they were on their way to join their regi
ments after a clay spent in looking after their homes, located in onr neigh
borhood. General Entler sa,v fit to release them unconditionally.
Within a few clays of onr arrival in camp we were ordered to proceed to
Hampton Village, where we expected to ouconnter Confederates and acquire
onr first knowledge of warfare. In this we were disappointed; tho Confeder
ates had departed, having bnrned the hric1go at Hampton. Save for the evi
dent approach of war, that portion of the peninsula occnpiecl by Union troops
in 1861 seemed a paradise. Great fields of corn and whont grew on the snnny
plain, and the noighhoring farms teemed with stock of nll kinds. But the
villas aucl mansions of the inhabitants were deserted and nnearecl for; fami
lies were scattered, industries stopped, and sources of income ahanclonocl or
destroyed. Tho lower portion of the peninsula, to within a few miles of the
Bothels, was occupied by General Butler's troops. ,Vithiu the limits of his
command General Entler sought to maintain strict discipline, and to that
encl issned vnrions orders relating to tho rights and duties of his eomnrnncl,
lH
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but particularly the rights of property-owuers iu onr Yicinity. Foragiug
and depredations of all h.7.nds were forbidden, nnd as a rnle tho orders were
obeyed, yet cases of disobedience constantly came to light, for it was only
by stern experience that officers and men were taught the peculiar duties
of a soldier. Food was at times irregularly issned to the men, and again was
unwholesome and repellent, thns rendering the soldier clonbly liable to fall
under the temptations of generous foraging.
Some of the clothing issnecl to the meu chu·ing the early clays of the ciYil ,ym·
was made of the vilest"shoddy" and literally fell from their bodies. Iu Fort
:Monroe men in the �cl Kew York
Yolunteers appeared on parade
with blankets ,napped about them
to conceal a lack of proper gar
ments, and sometimes stood senti
nel with naked feet and almost
naked bodies. The only reason for
this hardship was the dishonesty of contracthe Jack of e:s:perienC'e and celerity
tors, anc1
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rrroy
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around onr honses or hen-coops."
It ,,as a well-kno\\'n fact that the
ZonaYes' rations included chicken,
roast pig, ham, coru, and other first
class food. By the verdict of numer
ous squads in all the regiments,
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AI:RI,AL OF THE ORIGIXAL "COXTRABAXD,"

FRO)l A WAR-TDIE SKETCH.

on the gronHd that if left on farms or in gardens "aid and comfort" to the
enemy might ensue. There were few cases of real lawlessness, consequently
the "Beauty and Boot)r " proclamation* of General Beauregard was uncalled
for, and even in the vague and uncertain light of that clay was absurd.
The negroes in Virginia, learning of om· presence, began to anive at our
camp in large 1mmbers. ,While other commanders were hesitating and quib
bling over the question, General Butler promptly declared sla-ves of Con
federates "contraband of war," inasmuch as they gave, or had given, nicl
and comfort to the enemy. Contrabands at this elate were not anxious to
serve as soh1iers, and no commancler had the temerity to employ them as
such. Commanding officers were seriously in error as to the value of men
in the early days of the "-ar. In my regiment, 118 men were discharged for
disability, who enlisted later in other regiments, making first-class soldiers.
During the time in which General Butler was in command at Fort l\Ionroe,
he developed remarkable ability in civil organization, and showed conrnge nnd
determi11atio11 in any project in which he was interested. While jnst and
even generous in dealing with the men in his department his rummer was
decidedly autocratic. He rarely tolerated conduct savoring of insubon1i
nation, and yet under peculiar circumstances he oYerlooked it. J

*

This proclamation by General Beauregard was
dated "Department of Alexandria, Camp Pickens,
June 5th, lSlil," and was ad<lressed "To the Good
People of the Counties of Loncloun, Fairfax, and
Prince "\Yilliam," in which, rt>ferring to the Union
forces, he says: "All rules of civilizell warfare are
alJandoncd, and they proclaim by their acts, if not
on their banners, that their war-cry is 'Beauty
aud Booty.'"- EDITORS.
) On o�e occasion, when residents were com
plaining of acts of vallllalism, Butler was informed

that a certain regiment was guilty. Lieutenant
Butler, the general's nephew, then quite young,
was sent to summon the colonel of the regiment.
Entering the colonel's tent, he said," Colonel, UnclP
Ben wants you, and is going to give you hell !"
"W110 is UnclP Ben!" inquired the colonel. '' \1hy,
General Butler!" "Very well, I will atteml, but
not to 'get hell,' young man, I did not come here
for that purpose." "That's right," said the lieu
tenant., "I like to see men who are not afraid of
Uncle Ben."-J. B. C.
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Among other prominent soldiers at Fort :Monroe, at this time, was General
J. ,V. Phelps, then colonel of a Vermont regiment. BraYe, cool, and capable, he
was thoroughly liked by his men and by his superior officers. He spoke ·with
n, long, drawling "Yankee" accent, and his piquant sayings were Yery enter
taining. Hating display and egotism, he invariably showed his displeasure
w
· hen in the presence of men -\,ho ·vrnre gnilty of either. A clapper young
lieutenant attached to one of the regiments at Newport News had shovn1
great fondness for his chess uniform, supplemented by a scarlet-lined cloak,
and dislike for ranking his personality below the chief-officer. Strutting
into General Phelps's tent on one occasion, he said, ,Yithout salnte or pref
ace, "I am going clo,Yn to the fort, sir." 'Are yon f" said General Phelps, as
he took in at a glance the gorgeous uniform scarlet-lined cloak and snper
abnndant self-esteem of the young man. "Are you 'f Neow, I guess not,
young man. Go to your colonel, get his permission, and then, if yon can get
mine, yon may go clown to the fort. Xot other\\"ise. Go, no\\"." On another
occasion \\"hen the camp ,,as all commotion and excitement owing to firing in
the direction of om· pickets, General Phelps, not excited in the least degree,
walked into the writer's tent, and said, " Carr, that's not picket shooting. It
is your men shooting p-e-e-g-s." His surmise proved conect.
1

Entering General Butler's quarters the colonel
saluted, and said, "You sent for me, General f ,,
'' Sit clown, sir," roared the exasperated chief;
then, wheeling in his chair, the general recited the
crimes charged, and, concluding, sai<l, "I'll sen<l
your whole regiment to the Rip-Raps; what have
yon to say, sir, in your defense·?" The colonel,
now as angry as his chief, rose, and saill, '· I
have this to say: Any man who says that my men
arc guilty of the crimes you enumerate, lies, sir!"
.

;::::---:-~-

---

-

"Do you dare tell me that I lie?" roared the gen
cral. "I tell you or any man uttering the charges,
that he lies," was the reply. General Butler stared
at the colonel for a few second,;, then, taking a
cigar from his pocket, tendererl it to the colonel,
saying, '' Smoke, Colonel, we will talk of this
matter later." General Entler showe(l no further
resentment, but thereafter favore(l the colonel.
Events proved that the regiment was innocent of
the crimes charge<l.- J. B. C .
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On the 10th of Jnne, lSGl, occurred the disastrous fight at Big Bethel,
battle we scarce may term it. Up to this time but few soldiers had been
m1cler fire, and the confidence which must exist between men and officers to
make an army effective was lacking. To the want of that experience and
confidence a great measure of the failnre at Big Bethel may be attrihnted.
At noon of SmHlay, the 9th of June, General Ebenezer ,V. Peirce received
an order to go at once to headquarters at Fort l\Ionroe. Arriving at General
Butler's qnnrters, he was shown a plan of attack on both Litt.le and Big Bethel.
Minute directions for conducting the attack were given,
and Peirce was assigned to command the expedition.
The march ·was begun about midnight, June 9th. Peirce
was to lead one colmnn from Camp Hamilton to a point
near Little Bethel, where the column aclYancing· from
Newport News was to meet him, and together they were
to surprise and attack both Bethels. The troops taking
part in the action on the following clay wore 5 New
York regiments, tho 1st, 2d, 3d, 5th, and 7th, detach
ments from the Jth Massachusetts and 1st Vermont,
and a detachment of United States Regular Artillery
(11 men), with 2 field-pieces, under command of Lieu
tenant Groble. Reports credit us with 2.300 men
8llgagec1 ; I believe we had not less than 3GOO men.
General Butler Imel taken precautions against errors
"•v••·• ' "•v••·
when our 111en should 111eet, having given the watchword "Boston" to he shouted when unrecognized troops should approach.
Colonel Bendix, of the 7th New York regiment, did not receive information
on this point. The several detachments were approaching the point tlesig
nated as a plaee for meeting, and some troops had already departed for
the rear of Littk Bethel, when Townsend's (3d New York) and Bendix's troops
approached each other, a dense wood having intervened for part of the march.
Bendis:, seeing troops iu gray uniforms approaching,- the uniform of early
regiments were in many cases gray in color,- and snpposing them to be
the enemy, openml fire on them with musketry and one piece of artillery.
The watchword ·was shouted, bnt Bendix, being ignorant of its significance,
continued firing. Townsend retreated a short distance, and the error was
then cliscoverecl. Duryea (5th New York) and Washburn (1st Vermont), who
were in advance, hearing the firing, concluded that the Confederates had
reached their rear, and immediately retraced their march. The possibility of
surprising the enemy was now past. The shots of Bendix's and Townsend's
men had aroused the Confederates, and preparation for defense ,ms made hy
"""0"" 0• 0

0

THE OPPOSING FORCES AT BIG BETHEL, VA.-JUNE 10TH, 1S61.

Union Fm·reH: Erignclier-GenPrnl Ehcllezer W. Peiree.
4th l\fn�s. (5 eo's), l\laj. Horaep 0. Whitteu10re; 1st N. Y..
Col. William JI. A llPn; 2ll :N. Y., Col. J 08P]lh B Carr; 3cl
N. Y.. Col. Freclcriek Tow11Rc•1ul: 5th X. Y., Col. Abram
Duryea; 7th N. Y.. Col. ,Jolm E. Ec•rnlix; 1st Vt. (5 co's),
Licnt.-Col. Peter T. \\'aHhlmm; Ikgnlar artillery (4
gmrn), Lieut. John T. Gre]Jle (],).

Totnl Union loss: 18 killed, 53 wonll(led, antl 5 miss
ing= 76.
Oo1dedeN1fe Forces: Col. .T. Bankhead l\fap;rmlPr. lstN.
C., Col. DaniPl I-I. Hill; 3<1 Va. (dPfachmeut.), Lieut.-Col.
William D. Stuart; Vn. CnvnlryEattalion, l\Inj. E. B. l\fon
tagnc; Va. Howitzer Enttalion, l\Iaj. Geo. W. Randolph.
Total Confeclemte loss: 1 killed and 7 woun<le<l = 8.
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them. About this time Peirce sent for reenforcomeuts, ancl the 1st ancl �cl New
York regiments, under Colonels Allen and Can, were hurried forwan1. Tho
latter was ordered to wait order at New l\Iarket Bridge. Advancing through
Little Bethel, which they found evacuated, to a lJosition near BigBethel, the
troops nuder General Peirce found the Confederates occupying a strong po. i
tion, well intrenched, with earth-.works covering the bridge, which erosse<.1 a
stream running in front of the Confederate position. Colonel J.B. l\Iagrnder,
formerly an officer in the nited States Army, was in command, having, it
was said, about 1800 men nuder him, hnt liaving actually only 300 or 400
men and about 5 guns.
Dnryea's Zonaves moved up the road on the left of the woocl, and the fight
opened by the discharge of a Parrott gun in tlie Confederate works. Greble,
with his battery, consisting of � G-ponnder guns, took position on tho road
with Bendix's regiment and 3 companies of :.Massachusetts troop.. Duryea
,veut through the orchard and cornfield, �rownsend on his right am1 rear. The
Confederate firing was inaccurate for a time, hnt soon tho range 1Yas fonml,
and our troops were . oon . eekiug the shelter of the woods, after a Ynin
attempt to chive the enemy from his work . A short time after tho hoops
had gone to the shelter of the woods, or about 11 o'clock, A. l\I., I aniYed on
the ground with my regiment. Orders to go for·ward had been rl''Ceive11 at 7
o'clock, and we marched as rapidly as possible; yot tho delay incident to
dragging a gun, by hand, for ten miles, arnl the tirno used in getting tho gun
OYOl' the burned bridge at Hampton, "·ith the hot and wearying r ncls, made
an earlier arrival impossible. On approaching, ,Ye were surprised and pnzzlecl
at the condition of the troops. For at least one mile from the. rene of action
the men and officers were Sl:attorccl singly and in groups, without form or

THE 4TH �IASSACBUSETTS REGDIENT FORTIFYING CAMP BUTLER AT NEWPORT NEW!>.
l<'HO�I A SKETCH MADE IN 1861.
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organization, looking far more like men enjoying a hnge picnic than soldiers
awaiting battle. I reported my regiment to General Peirce, -who consented to
giYe me support for a charge on the Confederate works. Colonel rrmvnsencl
promptly Yolnnteered to snpport me with his regiment, and departed to make
the necessary preparntions. Having plaeecl the �cl Xew York on the right
and left of the road, I was preparing for the elrnrge, when a message reached
me from General Pefrce, stating that, after consultation "ith the colonel, he
found that troops conh1 not be formed to make the charge effectiYe, and that
during the consnltntion an order had been receiYecl from General Butler
ordering a retreat; therefore, I was commanded to co,�er the retreat abont to
commence. The pursuit made hy the Confederates was easily ehecked by
the �d X ew York, and the men reached their camps mthont further mishap.
The only fil'ing occmTing after 1:2 o'clock on tlrn,t clay ,yas from the gnn
brought up by my regiment, and in comnrnnd of Lieutenant Greble. About
one dozen shots had been firncl when Greble was killed. The gnn was aban
doned on the field and Greble's body was left beside it. I cal1e<1 for volun
teers to rescue the gnn, and Captain \Vilson, ,,ith his company of the :2d New
York, responded, and in the face of the enemy gallantly rescnecl the gun,
bringing it in with Greble's body lying on it. Major \Vinthrop's death dur
ing the early part of this engagement was a notable event. t Although nnat
tachecl to any regiment, he had volnnteerecl for the expedition, and was killed
;t J. B. �Io ore, of H ichmond, writes as follows:
"J\Iajor Winthrop beaded n force, intending to tnrn
our left flank. On onr left was a slia:ht earth-work.
Ahout 75 yards in front of this was a i·ail fl-nee. Onr
attention was ralk<l hy cheering tu bis acl\-nnre. Look
ing- np, we saw the major nnrl two priY,1tes on the fence.
His «wor,l was drawn. arnl lie was C'alling- on bis troopR
to follow him. Onr first Yoll,,y killrfl these three; those
follown1g-, lJeing protertrd hy the peculiar formation of
th,• ground, were not in_jnrPd, hnt npon the fall of their
leader they beat a preeipitate retreat. I was among

the first to reach these men. All were <1P:H1, bn,ing
been i11stnntly killed. l\Iajor Winthrop "·as shot in
the breast, and the others in the bead. About ten
tlays nft,•rward, a flag of true,· carn1• np at<king for
J\Iajnr Wintbro1,'s body. llaYing nsshk,I in lmrying
him, J W:JR Rl'llt with thP 11:irty to filH1 the hndy,
wbkb was _e:in•n to bis friencls. Among the i11ridente
of this sldrrnish, n one is more iudelihl}· impressed
on my mirn1 than the gallant ]waring of this unfortu
nate young rnnn, when I first saw him, railing- bis
men to follow, and confident that he ball accomplished
bis object."
EDITORS.

OPERATIONS OF 1861 ABOUT FORT MONROE.
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while far iu advauce of tho troops, and withiu one lnmdred yards of tho ene
my's works. General Butler arriYed at Hampton Creek in tirno to meet the
lllOD corning in, hut saw no part of the engagement.
Among the fir t officers
met by Butler were a major and lieutenant-colonel from one of the rogirnonts
engaged. Both ·were seated in a carriage driving leisurely home. Butler
noticed the odd style of retreat, and also that thel'O was crockery in the
bottom of the carriage. The effects of this battle have been varion ly stated.
Save as au encouragement to the Confederates, it had no important res11lt.
After the battle of Big Bethel and up to the
arrival of General l\IcClellan the e-vents of the war
in and aronncl Fort :l\Ionroe were, -with few excep
tions, of minor importance. On Jnly 1st, 1861,
Brigadier-General Peirce, under orders from Gen
eral Butler, occupied Hampton, and at once pro
ceeded to intrench. In this work the volunteers
were as isted by former slaves. "When General
l\Iagruder sent some cavalry to Hampton -with
orders to burn the -village, a ..,tarnpede of the Union
soldiers occurred. Our force on the east ...,ide of
the bridge ·were greatly ...,urpri ed when the disor
ganized troops and the contrabands ca.mo dash
ing over. The Confederate cavalrymen sent to
burn the beautiful -v illage remained, and at night
)IAJOR THEODORE WIYfllROP.
we saw flames issuing from se-veral buildings. \fe
FR011 ..\ PORTIUIT.
conlcl reaclily discern the incendiaries goi1l� about
the street setting fire to the houses. In .Augu� t, 18Gl, General John E.
Wool wa appointed to succeed General Butler in command at Fort �Ionroe.
Early in the fall of 1861 I wa ordered, with my regiment, tho 2d New
York, to report to General Stone for duty in operations about Ball's Bluff,
but Colonel E. D. Baker, mth his regiment, was sent in my place. It ap
peared, later, that Colonel Baker hacl desired that he should be substituted,
and when objections were made he succeeded i11 o-ve1T1tling them [. ee p.1�3].
After the battle between the .Jiouitor and .JleJ"J"imac [see Yol. I., p. 69:2],
General Wool, seeing the ad-vantage of opening the blockade of the James
River, prepared for an attempt to recapture Xorfolk.
President Lincoln, with Secretaries Stanton and Chase, came to Fort J\Ion
roe, and on l\Iay 8th, 186:2, the order was giYen and a movement made. Rear
Admiral Goldsborough, who had been on1ered to as i t, attacked the Confed
erate batteries at Sewell's Point, but, the Jfrrrimac corning out, he retired, and
for the hour, at least, the expedition ,ms abandoned. X mm came to headquar
ters later in the clay that General Huger wa preparing to retire, and General
"\Vool, after a trip to Willoughby';:; Point, dedded to land his troops at Ocean
View, thus taking in re-verse the Confederate works. The landing of onr troop
was easily effected, and had more energy been displayed it is doubtful whether
the enemy would have had time and opportunity to commit to tho flames o
much valuable material of war. "\Vhile the movement was progressing, a delay
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\\Tas cans0d by a dispnte between two general officers as to rank. Our troops
finnlly entered the intrenchments of the enemy unopposed. rrhe mnyor of
Norfolk met General Wool and formally snrreudered the city. ,Vbile our troops
were absent on this exp dition, General J\Ian. field and myself were summoned
to Fort l\Ionroe by President Lincoln. Arriving there, Lincoln said: "Colonel
Cnrr, where is your command f" "At Camp Hamilton, sir." (l\I)· eommand
was the �cl, 10th, and Dth New-York, and the Dth l\Iassachnsetts.) '' ,Vhy are
yon uot on the other side at Norfolk f" "I am awaiting orders." 1rur11ing to
Mnnsfi.eld, Lincoln said, " ,Vhy aro you here'? ,Vhy not on the other side f"
" I am ordered to the fort by General ,Vool," replied l\Iansfield. President
Lincoln with vehement action threw his tall hat on the floor, and, uttering
strongly his disapproval mid disappointment, he said finally: "Send me some
one who can write." Colonel LeGrand B. Cannon, of ,Vool's staff, responded,
arnl Lincoln dictated au order to General ,Vool requiring that troops at Camp
Hnmilton be at once ordered to Norfolk, and that the troops already there be
pushed rapidly forward. The order ,vas issued, and I reported to General
Viele at Norfolk and was assigned to the command of the exterior lines of
defense at Portsmouth. The delays occurring in forwarding and pushing tho
troops allowed the Confederates time to burn the Navy Yard at Portsmouth,
and to destroy the shipping. These troops remained at Norfolk until about
,T nuo 1st, when we received orders to report to l\IcClellan at Fair Oaks.
General ,Vool was relieved of his command soon after the a,ffair at Norfolk,
arnl General John A. Dix was appointed in his stead.

INSPE.CTION,

FROM A WAR·TIME. SKE.TCH.

CAMPAIGNING TO NO PURPOSE.
RECOLLECTros,- OF .\ l'RIYAT.E.-IL

BY W,-\RHES LEE GO��-

\i\,THILE we were in camp at ,Vashingtou in Febrnary, 186:2, wr were
drilled to an extent which to tlw raw ''thinking oldier" seemed mrnec
essary. Om· colonel wa a strict disciplinarian. His efforts to drill out of
us the methods of action and thought eommon to citizens, and to ubstitnte
in place thereof blind, nnqnestiouing obedience to military rules, ,rere not
always appreciated at their trne Yalue. In my company there "\Yas an olc1
drill-sergeant (let us call him St,rgeant Hackett) who ,Yas in sympathetic
accord with the colonel. He had occasion to reproYe me often, nnd, finally,
to inflict a blast of profanity at which my self-respect rebelled. Knowing that
swearing was a breach of discipline, I "·aited confidentl )r upon the colonel,
with the manner of oue gentleman calling upon another. After the nsnal
salute, I opened complaint hy saying: "Colonel, �fr. Hackett has--'' The
colonel intenupted me angrily, and, with fire in his eye, exclaimed: "Jfistr'r?
There are no misters in the anny." "I thought, sir--" I hegan apologet
ically. "Think f think 1" he cried. ",Vhat right have !JOU to thiu k '? [ do the
thinking for this regiment! Go to your quarters!"
I did not tarry. There seemed to be uo common ground on \\�hich ht• and
I conld argue questions of personal etiquette. But I should do i11jnstice to
his character as a commander if I failed to illustrate another manner of
reproof which he sometimes applied.
One day, noticing a corporal in soiled gloves, he said : '' Corpornl, yon -·et
a bad example to the men with your soiled gloves. ,Vhy do yon f"
"I've had no pay, sir, since entering the service, and can't afford to hire
washing."
VOL. II.
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'lhe colonel drew from his pocket a pair of glo-ves spotlessly white, and,
handing them to the corporal, said: "Pnt on those; I washed them myself!"
This was an unforgotten lesson to the whole regiment that it was a soldier's
duty to attend himself to his personal neatness.
IN a camp of soldiers, rumor, with her thousand tongues, is always speak
rng. The rank and file and nncler-officers of the line are not taken into the
confidence of their superiors. Hence the private soldier is usually in igno
rance as to his destination. ,Vhat he lacks in information is usually made up
in surmise and eonjectm·o; e-very hint is caught at ancl worked out in possi
hle and impossible combinations. Ho plans and fights imaginary battles.
He manmnvres for position, with pencil and chalk, on fanciful fields, at the
same time knO"\ving no more of tho part he is actually performing in some
great or little plan than the knapsack he bears. He makes some shrewd
guesses (the Yankee's birthright), hnt he knows absolutely nothing. It is this
which makes the good-will and confidence of the rank and file in the com
mander so important a faetor in the morale of an army.
How we received the report or whence it came I know not, but it was
rumored one morning that we ,Yere about to move. The order in reality
came at last, to the distress aucl dismay of the sutlers and the little German
woman who kt__,pt the grocery round the corner. ,Ve left her disconsolate over
tho cakes, pies, and goodies which ha(1 ht'('ll liberally purchased, hnt whid1
worn yet unpaid for \Yhen we fell into two ranks, were counted off, and
mardied to conquer the prejndices of other sutlers.
"\Ve took the cars on February �5th and were hurried through a number of
little sleepy-looking -villages of ::Mnrylnncl [see map, p. 1�4]. The next morn
ing found ns at Sandy Hook, about half a mile from Harper's Ferry; thence,
after about three hours' rlc,]ay, we marched to a place opposite the promon-
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ratio11s awnitiug our anivn], and we
-were suffering from the hunger so common to soh1icrs. ,Vho o-n•r saw one
off duty who was not in pursnit of somethillg to eat'? ,Ve conlcln't get
anything for love or mo11e,v. ,YP had nt ]ast renehecl a plnce where the
people showed some of the distress inl'icle11t to -war, arnl a sfro11g 1lisincli
nation to feed or believe iu ns. ,Ve were grieved, lmt it eonldn't l>l' helped.
The bridge from the J\Iarylancl to the Virg·inia or Harper's Ferry shore had
been destroyed by fire, leaving only the gm11ite abutments (,Yhieh were after
ward bnilt upon again), and we were soon set at wmk conveyiHg some flat
bottomed scows from Sandy Hook .to Harper\, Ferrr. As early ns 0 o'C'lock
about one lnmdrecl men came clown opposite the fen,v, just auove the old
bridge, and broke into little groups, in military precision. Fonr or five with
spades and other implements improvised a ·wooden abutme11t on the shore;
another party rowed agninst the stream, moored a Sl'ow, and lc•t it drift clown
until it was opposite the wooden almtment; then a party of ten advanced,
each two men carryiug a cla,v-balk, or timbers fitted with a claw, one of which
held the gunwale of the boat, the other the shore abutment. T,rnnty men
now came clown on the left with planks, olle inch thick, six inches wide, and
fifteen feet long, narrowed at each encl; these they laid across the five joists or
balks, and returned on the right. Another party meanwhile moored another
boat, which chopped down-stream opposite the one already bridged; five
joists, each twenty feet long, were laid upon the gunwale by five men; these
were fastened by those in the boat, by means of ropes, to cleats or hooks pro-
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,,ich·d for the purpose on the side of the "cows, ,Yhieh were shoved off from
the shore until the shore end of the balk rested npon the shore boat. These
were coYered "-ith pln11ks in the same mnnner as before; side-rnils of joists
were lashed do"V111 .1 with ropes to sec-nre the whole. So one after auother of
the boats was dro11ped into position until a 1n·ic1ge seYeral hundred feet long
reaehe,1 from the :;_\faryland to the Virginia shore, for the pnssage of artillery
ancl eYery desc-riptinn of mnnitious for an arm�-. Owing to the force of the
current, a large rope-enble ,,as stretched from shore to ;-:;hore :6fty feet above
the bridge, aml the npper encl of eac·h boat was stayed to the cable by a
smaller rn1ie. The rushing bent the bridge into a half-moon enrve. The
clock-like prec-isio11 with ,yhich these men "'orked showed thelll to Le tlrn
drilled eng·ineers nnd po11toniers of the regular army. After the bridge was
built, a slight, shOl't man, with sanely hair, in military dress, came ont upon
it and eongrntnlated the engineers on their success. This unassuming man
was Geo1·ge B. ::\IeC]ellnn, eommander of the Army of the Potomne.
It was on this bont-bridgo that the nrrny of G,,ueral Banks (.'rosse,1 to the
Virginia shore in lSG:2. Officers were not allowed to trot their horses; troops
in cros�ing were giwm the order, "Ronto step," as the oscillation of the
cadenc-e step 01· trotti11g horse is dangernns to the stability of a bridge of
any kind.
I crossed the hri,1ge soon after it was laid, ·visited Jefferson Hoek, the ruins
of the 1,m·m'l1 armory, and the town in genernl. 'fhe occasional crnck of a nms
lrnt among tlw hills on the other side of the Shenandoah told that the enemy's
sconts w0re still there. Colonel Geary's men were engaged in driYing them
from the hills, preparntnr�� to the adYance of General Banks. Dnring tlw
day fiftet'll or twenty were eaptnred and marched throngh the tow11, present
iHg a genera1ly shahby n11d nnmilitar�' appearance. They did not impress
me, as they did aft<:•rward when charging on onr 1i11es, with their unmusieal
yell nnd dauntless front.
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The ruins of the bnrnecl annory of the United States were noticeable from
the 1\Iarylancl shore; also the masses of men moving ill ceaseless tramp oYel'
the long and almost crescent-like bridge. The mm·mm· of many voices, the
mellow, abrupt call of the negro drivers to their mules, the glistening arms
of the infantry reflected in the sunlight, the clnll rnmble of artilhiry wheels
and baggage-wagons, live in memor_v to-clay as oue of the pit'tnrcs of ",var's
wrinkled front," framed in the routine of more onlinary scenes.
The next clay we were sent by rail back to V{ashington, and into eamp
upon our old grounds. A fm-v mornings afterward an inspt•di,m was ordered.
It came with the usnal hurry and parade. Knapsacks and cqnipmeuts were
in shining order; every musket, l >ayonet, and button, boot and belt, as bright
as rnbbing and fear of censure or police duty could make them. Inspection
over, the last jingle of ramro(l in resounding musket was heanl, aJHl we were
dismissed, with an infonatiou that on the morrow we were to go on a nrnrch.
The sun rose through the mists of the morning,-one of those quiet morn
ings when every sound is heard with distinctness. The waters of the Poto
mac were like a sheet of glass as -we took up our line of march across the
Long Bridge, mak
ing the old struc
ture shake ,Yith our
cadence step. Our
moods varied: some
'°
laughed and joked;
1
some, in suppressed
tones, talked with
,_:f'
"1.{\
/,If,.
theii- comrades as
- -::
to their destination.
Not much was said
about fighting, bnt
I, for one, did a
great deal of think
ing on that tender
subject.
A CA:l!P OVEN. FR0:11 A W,\R-T1'TE "KETl;Il.
After we passed
the fort, which commande(l the bridge on the Virginia side, we encountered
one of the most powerful allies of the enemy, particnlarl:v dnring the winter
and spring campaigns in Virginia,-::\IUD. No country equals a Virginia road
for mud. We struck it thick, and sometimes knee-deep. It was verily
"heavy marching." The foot sank insidiously iuto the mnd, an(l came out
again reluctantly; it hnd to be coaxed, and ,Yhile yon were perf-na<ling yonr
left, the willing right was sinking as deep. The noise of walking "-as like that
of a suction-pump ,,hen the water is exhausted.
The order was g'iven, "R.onte F-tep"; we climbed the banks of the road in
search of firm earth, but it conhln't be fonnd, so we went on pumping away,
making about one foot in depth to two in advance. Our feet seemingl�·
weighed twenty pounds each. \Ve carried a 1111111 her six into the unknown
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depths of mud, but it came out a number twelve, elongated, yellow, and
nasty. Occasionally a boot or shoe would be left in the mud, and it would
take an exploring expedition to find it. Wad Rider declared that though
Virginia was once in the Union, she was now in the mud. The boys called
their shoes "pontons," "mnd-hooks," "soil-excavators," and other names not
qnite so polite.
The mud was in constant league with the enemy; au efficient ally in defen
sive warfare; equivalent to reenforcements of twenty thousand infantry.
To realiz;e the situation, svread tar a foot deep all over yonr back-yard, and
then try to walk throngh it ; particularly is this experiment recommended
to those <·itizens who were constantly crying, w\Vhy doesn't the army
move1"
l\Iucl took the military valor all out of a man. Any one would think, from
rending the Northern ne·wspapors, that we soldiers had macadamized roads
o,·er which to <·lrnrge at the e1wmy. It would luwe pleased us nmch to have
seen those ''On to Ridnnornl" people pnt OYOl' a :3-mile �onrse in the Virginia
mnd, loadHl with a J0-punml knaJJSH(·k, GO ronrnls of cartri<1gc•s, and hav
ersacks filled ·with J day:-;' rations.
,Yithont exaggeration, the rnrnl has never had full credit for the immense
help it afforded the enemy, as it prevented 11:::; from ad,rai1�ing upon them.
The e,·or-prt•s(•Jlt foe, winter and spring, in Old Virginia, wa:::; J\Iud. Summer
and fall i.t ·was Dnst, whil'h was preforable; though mard1i11g without water,
and with t1nst filling one's nostrils and throat, was not pleasant.
That first night out we wont into eamp near a small brook, ·where we
washed off enough of the mnd to rer:ognize onr feet. ,Ve had hanl-tack and
c•offee for supper. Arnl di<ln't it '' go good!" T{hat sauce ever equaled that
of hunger t rrrnly tlw feast is in the palate. How ,Ye slept ! Feet wet,
hoots for a pillow, tho mnd ooz;ing np around om· rubber JJ]ankets, but mak
ing a soft bed withal, and ,ye sleepiug the dreamless sleep of tired men. I
would be willing, occasionally, to make another such march, through the same
mud, for sneh a sleep.
At early daylight wt• foll in for rations of hot coffee and harcl-tnck. Imme
diately after, we took up our line of march, or, as ,Vad Rider expressed it,
"began to pull mud.'' ,Vith intervals of rest, ,rn "pulled mud" nntil about
-1: o'cloek in the afternoon, \Yhen we halted near n[anassas ,Jnuctiou. ,Vho
has not heanl of the "Qunker gnns" at :i\Ianassas ? ,Ve met the logs
mounted on wheels, around the fortifieations of l\Ianassas, anc1 can assnro
yon tlwy were not so fonnidahlc as the mud.
After thoroughly inspecting onr enemies,-the logs,-we re-fornwr1 onr
rank::, and took the hack track for ,Vashington. The rain soon began to fnll,
coming down literally in sheets; it ran down onr backs in rivulets, aud we
should havP nm had "·o met the enemy abont that time-that is, if the mnd
had pennitted; for there is nothing which will so take the conrage ont of a
soldier as to wet the seat of his trousers. On we went pnmping and churn
ing up aucl down i11 the mnd, till about 10 o'clock, when we pitched camp
near the roadside, as wot and bedraggled a set of men as ever panted for
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military glory, or pursued the lrnbble reputation at the wooden eanuon's
mouth. -we arrived at our old camp near ,Vashington th·e following evening.
Virginia mud has never been fully comprehended. To fully understand it
yon must march in it, sleep in it, be encompassed round about by it. Great
is mncl-Virginia mud.
In the early spring of 186:2, when the Army of the Potomac was getting ready
to move from Washington, the constant drill and discipline, the brightening of
arms and polishing of buttons, and the exa ·perating fussiness on the part of
company and regimental officers chu·ing inspection , conYeyed to us a hil1t, as
one of our comrades expressed it, that "some one higher in con11:uand was
punching them to punch ns." 'l'here \\'as rnrn ual activity npou the Potomac
in front of onr camp. Nnmerons steam-tugs were pnlli11g huge sailing
vessels here and tlrnre, aud large transports, loaded ·with soldiers, horses,
bales of hay, and munitions for an arm)-, swept mnjestic·ally down the broacl
river. Every description of water com-eynnce, from a canal-boat to a hnge
three-decked steamboat, se<:'rned to have been pres�ecl into the s •rvice. At
Jast, when drills and inspections had ma<le us almost fra11tic. with ueatness
and cleanliness, onr marching orders came. ,Ye forme<l in h,To ranks and
boarded a little steamer lying at the wharf near b�-. All heayy haggago vrns
left hehi11d. I lrnd chmg to the couteuts of lll)' knapsaek ,,·ith clogged
tenaeity; but, notwith tanding my most earnest protest, I was required to
leave about one-half of them, including a pnir of heavy boots nud a choice
brick from the Harper's Feny e11gine-honse. To my mind I \\'as uow en
tirely destitute of comfortf.:.
The general opinion amo11g· 11s was that at la... t we were on om· \\'HY to
make an encl of the Confederacy. \\Te gathered iu little knot on the deck:
here and there a party were playing" peirny ante"; others slept or dozed, but
the majority smoked and disen sed the probabilitie"' of our destination, about
which we really knew nothing, except that we were ._ailing down the Potomac.
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campaign of 186:2. ..As 1t 1s 11nposs1b1e, ,nt1nn the lnmts ani1lable, to
desc1·ibe eYPn the most importmit battles, I shall confine myself to strategical
considerations. Bnt <.·Yen this requires a rapid reYiew of the circumstances
under ,Yhich, from a small assemblage of unorganized citizens, utterly igno
rant of ·war and almost of the use of arms, ,Yas evolYecl that mighty Army of
the Potomac, which, unshaken a1ike in Yictory and defeat, during a long series
of arclnons <.·ampnigns against an army most alJly commanded and the equal
in heroism of an>" font eYer mot tho shock of battle, proved itself ,Yorthy to bear
on its bayonets the honor and fate of the nation.
In ,Jnly, 18G1, after lrnYing securC(l solidly for the Union that part of west
ern Virginia north of the Kanawha and
west of the mountains, I was suddenly
ealled to ""\Vashington on the day succeecl
iug the first battle of Bull Run. Reaching
the capital on the �6th, I found myself as
signed to tho eornmand of that city and of
the troops gathert•d around it.
AU was chaos and despondency; the
city was filled with intoxicated stragglers,
and an attaek was expected. �rhe troops
numbered less than fifty thonsand, many
of whom "\\"01'0 so clc•moralized and nndis
ciplined that tlwy eonhl not lJe relied upon
eYen for defensiYe purposes. l\Ioreover,
the term of sPrvice of a brge part hacl
already expired, or was on the point of
doing so. On the J\[a,ryland Ride of the
)IAJ<>ll-G1si-mu1, Jons E. "'001, [sEE !'. 1681.
FRm, A r11oT011RAI'n.
Potomac uo troops were posted on the
roads leading into the city, nor were there any intrenchmeuts. On the Yir
ginia side the condition of affairs was better in these respects, but far from
satisfactory. Sufficient arn1 fit material of -..nw did not exist. The situation
was difficult and fraught ·with clanger.
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The first and most pressing demand was the immediate safety of the capi
tal and the Government. This was secluec1 by enforcing the most rigid
discipline, by organizing permanent brigades under regular officers, and by
placing the troops in good defensive positions, far enough to the front to
afford room for manmuvriug and to enable the brigades to support each other.
The contingency of the enemy's crossing the Potomac abo-vethe city was fore
seen and promptly provided for. Had he attempted this "about three months
after the battle of :Manassas," he would, upon reaching "the rear of\'{ashing
ton," have found it covered by respectable works, amply garrisoned, with a
sufficient disposable force to move upon his rear and force him to "a decisive
engagement." J It ""·ould have been the greatest possible good fortune for us
if he had made this movement at the time in question, or even some weeks
earlier. It was only for a very fmy days after the battle of Bull Run that the
mo-vement was practieable, and every day added to its difficulty.
rrwo things were at once clear: first, that a large and thoroughly organized
army was uecessary to bring the war to a successful condnsion; second, that
\rashington must be so strongly fortified as to set at rest any reasonable
apprehensions of its being canied by a smlden attack, in order that the active
army might be free to move "·ith the maximum strength and 011 any line of
operations without regard to the safety of the capital.
':L1hese two herculean tasks were entere(l upon ,nthout (_lelay or hesitation.
They were canied to a suc(_'essfnl condusion, without regard to that impatient
and unceasing clamor- inevitaLle among a people unaccustomed to war
which finally forced the hand of the general charged ,,ith their exeeution.
He regarded their completion as essential to the salvation of his countr�·, and
determined to accomplish tlwm, oven if sacrificed in the emleaYor. N"or has
he, e\·en at this distant day, aud after much bitter ex1wrience, any regret
that he persisted in his determination. ,;rashington was smTomHled by a
line of strong detached works, armed ,Yith garrison artilll1r�·, and secure
against assault. Intermediate points \,ere occupied by smaller works, battery
epaulements, infantry intrenclnnents, etc. The result was a li11e of defenses
which could easily be held by a comparatively small garrison against any
assault, and could bo reclucerl only h>· the slow operations of a regulnr siege,
reqniring mnch time and material, and affording full opportunity to bring all
the resources of the country to its relief. At no time during the war ,Yas the
enemy able to undertake the siege of ,Yashington, nor, if respectably garri
soned, could it ever have been in danger from an assault. rrhe maximum
garrison necessary to hold the place against a siege from any and every quar
ter was 3-!,000 troops, mth -!0 field-guns; this included the requisite reserves.
,Yith regard to the f01111ation of the Arm>· of the Potomac, it must suffice
to say that everything was to he created from the very foundation. Raw
men and officers were to be disciplined and instructed. The regular army
was too small to flunish more than a portion of the general officars, and a
very small portion of the staff, so that the staff-departments and staff-officers
were to be fashioned mainly ont of the intelligent and enthusiastic, hut per! The words quoted are General Beauregard's.

(See Vol. I., p. 221).- EDITORS.
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fectly raw, nwtt1rial fnr11isbecl. Artillery, sma11-m·ms, arnl am1111111itiou were to
be fabricate<l, or purchased from abroad; wngm1s, mnbulanees, briclgo trnj11s,
eamp equipage, hospital stores, nml all the vast i/llperli/llc11ta and material
indispensable for an army ill tlrn field, ·were to be ma11ufactnrecl. So great
was the clifficnlty of procnriug small-anus that the armament of the iufantry
was 11ot safasfadorily complotecl nntil tho winter, arnl a forgo part of tho field
l►atteries wore not ready for service nnhl the i'<priug of 18u:2. As soon ns
possihle divisions ·were organized, the formation 1Jeing csscnhnll�r completed
in Novemhe1·.
On the 1st of Non'mber, upon tho refo·0mout of GoHoral "\Viufiehl 8cott, I
snei·oudecl to tho eommancl of all the armies, except tbe Department of Vfr
giHin, which eomprisecl the co1111try withiIL sixty miles of Fort Monroe. Upon
assnmiug the gen<..'ral comnrn1Hl 1 I found that the ,Vest wns for hPhincl tho
East in its state of prt>paratiou, aml mnd1 of my time and large quantities of
material were cm1smuN1 ill pnshiug tho organization of the ,Vest0n1 armies.
1\fenHwhilo tho varions coast Pxpeclitions were employed in seizing important
points of the enOlll)'':-; sea-board, to facilitate tho prevPution nf hlockade-rnn
uiug, a]l(l to cnt or threaten tho lines of eomnmuication near the coast, with
referc111c·o to snhsr:>q11ellt opel"ation:-;.
Tho plan of earnpnign ·which I aclopte<.1 fol' tho spring of 18u� was to pnsh
forwa]'(1 the armies of Geucrals Halleck ancl Bnell to occnpy :l\fomphis, Nash
,rille, all(1 Kuoxville, and the lino of the Memphis ancl Danville Railroad1
so as to deprive tho enemy of that important line, nnd force him to adopt
the cirunitous routes by Augusta, Branchville, and Charleston. It was also
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intended to seize ,Vashington, North Carolina, at the earliest pranticable
moment, and to open the Mississippi by effecting a junction between Gen
erals Halleck and Butler. This movement of the ,Vestern armies was to ho
followed by that of the Army of the. Potomac from Urbana, on the lower
Rappahannock [see map, next page], to West Point and Richmond, intend
ing, if ·we foiled to gain Richmond by a rapid march, to cross the James and
attack the city in rear, with the James as a, line of supply.
So long as J\lr. Cameron was Secretnry of ,Var I received the cordial sup
port of that department; bnt ·when he resigned, the whole state of affairs
changed. I had never met l\Ir. Stanton before reaching ,V nshingtou, in
1861. He at once sought me and professed the utmost personal affection, the
expression of which was exceeded only by the bitterness of his denunciation
of the Government nnd its policy. I wns mrnware of his appointment as
Secretary of ,Vnr until after it had been made, whereupon he called to ascer
tain whether I desire<..1 him to accept, sayiug that to do so wonhl involve a
total sacrifice of his p<01·so1ial interests, and that the only i11ducoment "·onld
be the desire to assist me in my work. Having 110 reason to doubt his
sincerity, I desired him to aceept, ,d10ren1Jou he consented, and with great
effnsion exc1aimed : ''Now we two will sn,·e tho conntry."
On the next clay the President came to my hom,e to explain ,Yhy he bad
appointed l\Ir. Stanton without consulting me; his reason being that he
snpposecl Stanton to be a great friend of miue, and that the a,ppointment
would naturally be satisfactory, and that he feared that if I had known it
beforehand it wonld he said that I hnd ,lragoo11ed him into it.
'J.1lrn more serions difficnlties of my position began with ::.\Ir. Stanton's
accesi-ion to the ,Var Office. It at once became Yery difficult to approach
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him, e,·en for the transaction of ordinarr current bnsiness, anrl onr personal
relation at once eeased. The impatience of the ExecutiYe immediately
became extreme, a11Cl I can attribute it 011 l>r to the i11fhH'11ce of th new
Secretary, who clid nwn>· things to break np tho free arnl confidential inter
eonrse that bnd heretofore existed between tho Presi(lent and myself. Tile
Government soon rnnnifested great impatience in regard to the oponiug of
the Baltimore ancl Ohio Railroad and the de traction of the Confe<lerate
batteries on the Potomae. The first object could be permanently attained only
by occupying tho Shenandoah Valley with a foreo fstrong enough to resist
any attack by the Confederate army theu at l\fanassas; the second only by
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a general advance of the Anny of the Potomac, llriving the enemy }Jack of the
Rapidan. :\ly own view was that the movement of the .Army of the Potomac
from Urbana would accomplish both of these objects, by forcing tho enemy
to abandon all his positions and fall back on Richmond. I was therefore
unwilling to interfere with this plan by a ]_Jremature advance, the effect of
which must be either to commit us to the on�rland route, or to minimize the
advantages of the Urbana movement. I wished to hold the enemy at
l\Ianassas to the last moment-if possible until the advance from Urbana
had al'tually commeiwc'cl, for uoither the reopening of the railroad nor the
destruction of the batteries wns worth the danger involved.
The positive order of the President, probably issued uncler the pressure of
the Secretary of ,Var, forcl'll me to undertake the opening of the railway.
For this pnrpose I \\'ent to Hal'per's Ferry in Februm·y, intending to throw
over a force sufficient tu occupy ,Vinehester. 'ro do this it was necessary to
have a reliable bridge across the Potomac -to insm·e supplies and prompt
reenforcements. The pontoou-hriclge, thrown �s a preliminary, could not be
absolutely trusted on a river so liable to heavy freshets; therefore it was
determined to constnwt a canal-boat brillge. It was diseovered, however,
when the attempt was made, that the lift-lock from the cmml to the river was
too narrow for the boats hy some four or five inches, and I therefore decided
to rebuild the railroad bridge, and content myself with occupying Charlestown
nntil its completion, postponing to tlw same time the advance to ,Vinchester.
I had fully explained my intentions to the President and Secretary before
leaving ,Vashington, providing for precisely such a contingency. ,Vhile at
Harper's Ferry I learned that the Pre�ident ·was dissatisfied with my action,
and on reaching T{ashiugtou I laid a fn11 explanation boforp the Secretary,
with which he expressed himself entirely satisfied, awl told me that the
President was already so, and that it was unnecessary for me to communicate
with him on the subject. I then proceeded with the preparations 11ecessary
to force the evacuation of the Potomac batteries. On the very day appointed
for the division commanders to come to headquarters to receive their final
orders, the President sent for me. I then learned that he had received

166

THE PENINSULAR CAMPAIGN.

no explanation of the Harper's Ferry affair, and that the Secretary was not
authorized to make the statement already referred to; but after my repetition
of it the Presideut became• fully satisfied with my course. Ho the11, bowever,
said that there was another "very ugly matter" which he d0sired to talk
about, am1 that was the movement hy tho lower Chesapeake. He said that it
had heen suggested that I prnposed this movement with the "traitorous"
purpose of leaving ,Vashington uncovered and exposed to attaek. I Yery
promptly objecteJ. to the coup1ing of any sueh adjective ,vith my purposes,
whereon he disclaimotl auy intention of conveying the idea that he expressed
his own opinion, as ht· merely repeated the suggesti011s of others. I then
explained the purpose and effed of fortifyi11g ,Vashingto11, and, as I thought,
removed his appreheusi.ons, but informed him that the division commanders
wore to be at heaclqnartC'rs that mornil1g, and snggosted that my plans should
be laid before tlwm that they might gi,·e their opinion ns to whether the eapi
tal wouhl he eucla11gered; I also said thnt in order to leave them perfeetly
untrammeled I woukl not attend tlw mcetiug. Accordingly they met on the
8th of l\Iareh and approved my plans.
011 the same d:1y was issued, without my k11owledge, the ordet· forming
army corps a.11d assiguiug the senior ge11eral officers to their commn.nd. t
l\Iy own Yiews were that, as tho comnrnucl of army corps inYoh·ecl great
responsibility a11d clenrnmlccl ability of a high order, it ,yas safer to postpone
their formation until trial in tho field had shown which general officers eoulcl
best perform those vital functions. An ineompetent division COlllllHtncler
eonld not often jeopar<lizo the safety uf an army; while an unfit c·orps com
mander could easily lose a battle and frustrate the best-conceived plan of
campaign. Of the four eorps commanders, one only had commanded so
mnch as a regiment in the field vrior to the Bull Run campaign. On the
11ext tlay intelligence ani,·etl that the enemy was abandoning his positions.
I crossf•d to the Virgi11ia Ride to receive i11fornrnti011 more promptly and
tlocide upon what should he clone. During tho night I determined to advance
the whole army, to take aclYantage of any opportunity to strike the enemy,
to break np the permant•nt camps, give the t1·oops a little experience on the
march ancl in bivouac, g0t ritl of extra baggage, and test the "·orking of the
staff-tlepartments. If this were tlone at all, it must be clone promptly, and
by moving the troops by divisions, without waiting to form the army corps.
A<·eordingly, I telegraphed to the Seerotary, explaini11g the state of the case
aml asking authority to postpone the army eorps formation until the com�
p]Ptim1 of tlw rnov0mt>11t. The reply was an abrupt and unrensonable
rl.:'fmial. f agaill tc•lc•graphe1-l, explaining the situation and throwing the
n�spow;ibility upon thu �e<·retary, w]H'n•up011 he gave way.
:;\ Icamd1ilc, as far lnwk as tho ::!7th of Fob1·uary, orders had been given for
<..·olle<·ti11g the tnmsportnti011 nt•resRary to cany out the Urbana movement.

t l<'irt->t Corps, l\foDowell - Divi�ious: Frnnkli11,
l\kC:tll, a.ml King; Se('owl Col'ps, Nnmnel'- Di,·i:;ion:-: Rieba.J'(l:,;ou, Ble11ker, arnl Sf'1lg'l"l'il'k; Thil'd
Col'JJS, H('intzelman - DiYisiom:: Porter, Hooker,
:t)l(l Hamilton; Fomth Corps, Keyes - DiYisions:

Conch, Smith, and Case�·. The 1·eserve artillery
(Helli',\' J. Hunt), the regular infantry (George
Sykes), anfl regnlal' eaya\ry (Philip St. Georgf'
Cooke) and engineer troops '\\'ere attached to
headquarters.-EDITORS.
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and he hatl ·withdrawu
behind the Rapiclan, the
Urbana movement lost
much of its promise, a:-;
tlw enemy was now iu
position to reaeh Rich
mond ht..-'fore we conhl
i\lAP OF TIIE PENINSULAR CA)IP.\IGX.
do so. 'rhe alternativti
remained of making Fort :\I01rnw a11(l its viL·init�· the ha�e of opcratiou:-;.
'rhe phm first adopted was to eomme1we the mo-vement with the First
Corps as a nnit, to land north of H·loncester and move theuc-e on \Vt::i st Point;
or, should circ-nmstance::; render it advis,1,ble, to land a little lwlow Yorktmnt
to tnrn the defenses betwf>eu that place and Fort l\Ionroe. The Navy De
partment were confident that we could rely npon their vessels to neutralize
the JJicrri111ac and aid materially in reducing the batteries on the York River,
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either by joining in the attack or by running hy them and gaining their rear.
As transports arrived very slowly, especially those for horses, and the great
impatience of the Government grew apace, it became necessary to embark
divisions as fast as vessels arrived, and I decided to land them at Fort 1\:1011roe, holding the First Corps to the last, still intending to move it in mass
to turn Gloucester. On the 17th of l\Iarch the leading division embarked at
Alexandria. The campaign was undertaken with the intention of taking
some 145,000 troops, to be increased by a division of 10,000 drawn from the
troops in the vieinity of Fort l\Ionroe, giving a total of 155,000. Strenuous
efforts wern made to induce the President to take away Blenker's German
division of 10,000 men. Of his own volition he at first declined, bnt the
day before I left ,Vashington he yielded to the non-military pressure and
reluctantly gave the order, thus reducing the expected force to 145,000.
,Vhile at Fairfax Court Honse, on the 1:2th of �larch, I learned that there
had appeared in the daily papers the order relimTing me from the general
command of all the armies and confining my authority to the Department of
the Potomac. I had received no previous intimation of the intention of the
Government in this respect. Thus, when I embarked for Fort l\Ionroe on
the 1st of April, my command extended from Philadelphia to Richmond,
from the Alleghanies, including the Shenandoah, to the Atlantic; for au
order had been issued a few clays preYious placing Fort l\Ionroe and the
Department of Virginia nuder my eo1mnand, and authorizing me to with
draw from the troops therein ten thousand, to form a division to be added
to the First Corps.
The fortifications of Washington were at this time completed and armed.
I had already given instructions for the refortification of :l\Ianassas, the reopen
ing of the l\Iannssas Gap Railroad, the protection of its bridges by block
houses, the intrenchment of a position for a brigade at or near the railroad
crossing of the Shenandoah, and an intrenched post at Chester Gap. I left
about 4�,00U troops for the immediate defense of ,Vashington, and more than
3;5,000 for the Shenandoah Valley -an abundance to insure the safety of
,Vashington arnl to check any attempt to recover the lower Shenandoah and
threaten Mur:dancl. Beyond this force, the reserves of the Northern States
were a1l availablt•.
On my arrival at Fort l\Ionroe on the �cl of April, I found five clivisious
of infantry, �ykes's brigade of regulars, two regiments of cavalry, and a por
tion of the reserve artillery disembarked. Another cavalry regiment and a
part of a fonrth had arrived, but ,vere still on shipboard; comparatively few
wagons hail come. Ou the same clay came a telegram stating that the Depart
ment uf Virginia wns withdrawn from my control, and forbidding me to form
the tli,,ision of tnn thousand men without General ,Voo]'s sanction. I was
thus deprived of the command of the base of operations, and the ultimate
strength of the army ·was reduced to 1351 000-another serious departure from
the plan of campaign. Of the troops disembarked, only four divisions, the
regulars, the majority of the reserve arti11ery, and a part of the cavalry, could
be moved, in consequence of the lack of transportation. Casey's division was
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HEADQUARTERS OF GEXERAL IIEISTZEL)!A:0-, CO)DIAXDIXG THE THIRD AR)IY CORP,; AT HOWE',; SAW-)!ILL,
BEFORE YORKTOWX [SEE )!AP, P. 188].
FRO,! A SKETCH )!AD E AT THE TDIE.

UlHtble to l�ave Newport Ne,Ys until the 16tli, from the impossibility of
supplying it ,,ith wagous.
The best information obtni1rnlJle represented the Confederate troops around
Yorktow11 as numl>ering at least fifteen thousand, with about an equal force
at Norfolk; and it wns clear that the army latelr at Manassas, now mostly
near GordonsYille, was in position to he thrmrn promptly to the Peninsula.
It was represented that Yorkto-wn was smTounded by strong earth-,,orks, and
that the Wanrick Riv-er, instead of stretching across the Peninsula to York
to,ru,- as proved to he the case,- cnme down to Lee's :Mills from the North,
running parnllel with and not crossing the road from NeW]_)ort News to Will
iamsburg. It was also known that there were intrencher1 positions of more
or less strength at Young's Mills, on the Newport News road, and at Big
Bethel, Howard's Bridge, and Ship's Point, ou or near the Hampton and
Yorktown road, and at. Willinrnslmrg [see map, p. 188].
On my aniYal at Fort l\fonroe, I learned, in an interview with Flag
Officer Goldsborough, that he could not protect the James as a line of supply,
and that he could furnish no vessels to take an active part in the reduction of
the batteries at York and Gloucester or to run by and gnin their rear. He
could only aid in the final attack after our land batteries had essentially
silenced their fire.
I thus found myself with 53,000 men in condition to move, faced by
the conditions of the problem just stated. Information was received that
Yorktown was already being reenforced from Norfolk, and it was appre
hended that the main Confederate army would promptly follow the same
co1use. I therefore determined to move at once with the force in hand, and
endeavor to seize a point- near the Halfway House -between Yorktown
VOL. II. 12
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and ,Villiamsburg, where the Peninsula is reduced to a narrow neck, and
thus cut off the retreat of the Yorktmn1 garrison and prevent the arrival of
reenforcements. The advance commenced on the morning of the 4th of April,
and was arranged to turn successive}>· the intrenchments on the two roads;
the result being that, on the afternoon of the 5th, the Third Corps was
engaged ,nth the enemy·'s outposts in front of Yorktown and under the artil
lery fire of the place. The Fonrth Corps came upon Lee's l\lills and found it
covered by the unfordable line of the ,Varwiek, and reported the position so
strong as to render it impossible to execute its orders to assault [see map,
p. 188]. '.L1lrns, all things \\'ere brought to a stand-still, and the intended
movement on the Halfwa>· House could not be carried out. Jnst at this
moment came a telegram, dated the 4th, informing me that the First Corps
was withdrawn from my command. Thus, when too deeply committed to
recede, I fonml that another rednction of about 4:3,000, including se,reral
cavalry regiments "ithheld from me, diminished my paper force to 9:2,000,
instead of the 15.:5,000 on which the plans of the campaign had been founded,
aud with which it was intended to operate. The number of men left behiml,
sick' and from other causes incident to such a moYeinent, reduced the total
for duty to �ome 8;3,000, from whieb must be deducted all camp, depot, nml
train glwrds, escorts, nnd non-combatants, such as cooks, se1Tants, orderlies,
and extra-c luty men in the Ynrions staff-departments, which reduced the 1mm
bers adually a ,·ailablo for battle to some G7,000 or GS,000.
The order withchawing the First Uorps also broke np the Department of the
Potomac, forming out of it the Department of the Shenandoah, under General
Banks, and the Department of the Rappahannock, nuder General l\IcDo"·ell,
the latter including ,Vashington. I thus lost all control of the depots at
,Vashington, ns I had nlrendy been deprived of the control of the base at
Fort l\Ionroe and of the ground subsequently occupied by the depot at
ffiiite House. 'l1he 011ly territory remainiug nuder my command was the
paltry triangle between the tlepnrtments of the Rappahannock and Virginia;
even that ,Y,1s >·et to 1,e won from the enemy. I was thus relieved from the
duty of providing for the safety of ,Vashington, arnl <.leprived of all control
over the troops in that Yi<.·inity. Instead of one directing heatl controlli11g
operations ,Yhich shoul<.1 ha,re been inseparable, the region from the Allegha
nies to the sea was parceled ont among four iudependent commanders.
On the 3d of April, at the very moment of all others when it was most nec
essary to push recrniting most vigorously, to make good the inevitable losses
in battle and hy <.lisense, an onler was issued from the ,Var Department dis
continuing all recruiting for the volunteers and breaking np all their recruit
ing stations. Instead of a regular and permanent system of recrnitiug, whether
by voluntary enlistment or by draft, a spasmodic system of large drafts was
thereafter resorted to, and, to a great extent, the system of forming 11ew
regiments. The results "·ere wasteful ancl pernicious. There were enongh,
or nearly enough, organizations in the field, and these should luwe been
constantly maintained at the full strength by a 1·egnlar and constant influx
of recruits, who, by assoeiation with their veteran comrades, would soon
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have become efficient. 'rh(• uew regiments required mnch time to become
useful, and endured very heavy and unnecessary losses from disease and in
battle owing to the inexperience of the officers and men. A course more in
accordance ·with the best-established military principles and the uniform
experience of war would hnve s·nved tho country millions of treasure and
thousands of Yaluable liYes.
'l'hen, on the 5th of April, I found myself with 53,000 men in hand, giving
less than 42,000 for battle, after r1edncting extra-dnty men mid other non
combatants. In our front was au intrenehed line, apparently too strong for
nssault, and which I had now no means of turning, either hy laud or water.
I now learned that 85,000 wonld be the maximnm force at my disposal, giving
only some 67,000 for battle. Of the three divisions yet to join, Casey's reached
the front only on the 17th, Richardson's on the 16th, and Hooker's comrnencer1
nrriving at Ship Point on the 10th. ,Vbatever may have been said afterward,
no one at the time- so far as my knowledge extended- thought an assault
practicable without certain preliminary siege operations. At all events, my
personal experience in this kind of work was greater than that of any officer
under my command; and after personal reconnoissances more appropriate to
a lieutenant of engineers than to the commanding general, I could neither
disco-Yer nor hear of any point where an assault promised any chance of suc
cess. ,Ve were thus obliged to resort to siege operations in order to silence
the enemy's artillery fire, and open the way to an assault. All the batteries
would have been ready to open fire 011 the 5th, or, at latest, on the morning
of the 6th of May, and it was determined to assault at various points the
moment the heavy batteries had performed their allotted task; the rnwy was
prepared to participate in the attack as soon as the main batteries were
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silenced ; the Galena, under that most gallant and able officer, John Rodgers,
was to take part in the attack, and would undoubtedly have run the batteries
at the earliest possible moment; but during the night of the 3d and 4th of
May the enemy evacuated his positions, regal'ding them as untenable under
the impending storm of hem7 projectiles.
J\Ieanwhile, on the :22d of April, Franklin's division of l\IcDowell's corps
had joined me by ,,·ater, in consequence of my urgent calls for reenforcements.
'fhe moment the evacuatiou of Yorktown was known, the order was given
for the advance of all the disposable caYalry and horse batteries, supported by
infantry divisions, and eYery possible effort was made to expedite the move
ment of a column hy water upon "\Vest Point, to force the evacuation of the
lines at ,Villiamsbnrg, and, if possible, cnt off a portion of the enemy's force
and trains.
The heavy storms which had prev,iiled recommenced on the afternoon of
the 4th, and not only impeded the advanc-e of troops by land, but delayed
the movement by \Yater so mnch that it wns not until the morning of the 7th
that the leading di,ision - Franklin's- tfo,ewbarkecl near "\Vest Point and
took up a suitable position to hold its own and eover the landing of reenforce
ments. 'l'his tlivision was attacked not long after it landed, but easily
repulsed the enemy.
J\Iennwhile the enemy's rear-guard held the "\Villiamsbnrg· lines against our
advance, except where Hancock broke through, until the night of the 5th,
when they retire<..l [ see map, p. 188].
'rhe army was now divided: a part at the mouth of the Pamunkey, a part
at Williamsburg, nnd a part at Yorkto"rn p1·eparecl to ascend the York River.
The problem was to reunite them "·ithout giving the enemy the opportunity
of striking either fraction with his whole force. This was accomplished on
the 10th, when nll the divisions were in communication, and the movement of
concentration continued as rapidly as circumstances permitted, so that on the
15th the headquarters and the divisions of Franklin, Porter, Sykes, and Smith
reached Cumberland Landing; Conch nnd Casey being near New Kent Court

CLARK'S HOUSE, NEAR llOWE'S SAW-�IILL, YORKTOWS, GEXERAL HOSPITAL OF THE THIRD CORP5.
FRO:U A SKETCH MADE APRIL 11, 1862.
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WHARF, YORK RIVER
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Honse, Hooker and Kearny near Roper's Church, and Riclrn rclson and Sedgwick
near Eltbam. On the 15th and 16th, in the face of dreadful weather and terri
ble roads, the divisions of Franklin, Porter, and Smith were advanced to White
Honse, and a depot established. On the 18th the Fifth and Sixth Corps were
formed, so that the organization of the Anny of the Potomac was now as fol
lows: Second Corps, Sumner-Divisions, Sedgwick and Richardson ; Third
Corps, Heinfaelnrnn - Divisions, Kearny and Hooker; Fourth Corps, Keyes
-Divisions, Conch and Casey; Fifth Corps, F. J. Porter -Divisions, 2\Iorell
and Sykes and the Reserve Artillery; Sixth Corps, Franklin -Divisions,
Smith and Slocnm.
The cavalry organization remained unchanged, and we were sadly deficient
in that important arm, as many of the regiments belonging to the Army of
the Potomac were among those which had been retained near Washington.
'rhe question now arose as to the line of operations to be followed : that of
the James on the one hand, and, on the other, the line from 'W11ite Honse as
a base, crossing the upper Chiekahominy.
The army was admirably placed for adopting either, and my decision was
to take that of the James, operating on either bank as might prove advisable,
but always preferring the southern. I had urgently asked for reenforcements
to come by water, as they wonlcl thus be equally available for either line of
operations. The destruction of the "'"llerrimac on the 11th of l\Iay had opened
the James River to us, and it was only after that elate that it became availa
ble. l\1y plan, however, was changed by orders from Washington. A tele
gram of the 18th from the Secretary of War informed me that McDowell
wonld advance from Fredericksburg, and directed me to extend the right of the
Army of the Potomac to the north of Richmond, in order to establish com
munication ·with him. The same order required me to supply his troops from
onr depots at vVhite House. Herein lay the failure of the campaign, as it
necessitated the division of the army by the Chickahominy, and caused great
delay in constructing practicable bridges across that stream ; while if I had
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been able to cross to the James, reenforcements would have reached me by
water rapidly and safely, the army would have been nnited and in no danger
of having its flank hu-ned, or its line of supply interrupted, and the attack
eonlcl have been much more rapidly pushed.
I no,Y proceeded to do all in my power to insure success on the new line of
operations thus imposed npon me. On the :20th of l\Iar onr light troops
renched the Chicka
ltominy at Bottom's
Bridge, which they
fonnd destroyed. I at
once ordered Casey's
diYision to ford the
stream nnd occupy
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tlw heights b0�·oml, thns ser.nring a loflgment on the right hank. Heint
zelmnn was rno,Te1l np in support of Ke>·t>s. By the :24th, �IeehaniesYille was
rarriPcl, so thnt the enemy ,ms now nll togPtlrnr on the other side of the river.
Sumner was 1war the rnilroad, on the left bnnk of the stream; Porter and
Franklin were 011 the snnw lJnuk near l\IeclrnnicsYille.
It is no-w time to give al ,rief 1lescriptiou of the Chicknhominy. This river
rises some fifteen miles 11orth-westward of Richmond, and nuites with the
Jamel'- about forty miles he]ow that C'it>T · Onr operations were on the part
bet,Ycen J\Ieaclow and Bottom's bridges, coYering the approaches to Richmond
from the east. Here the river at its ordinary stage is some forty feet wide,
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fringed with a dense growth of heayy forest-trees, and bordered by low
marshy lands, varying from half a mile to a mile in ,,idth. \Vithin the limits
above mentioned the firm ground, above high-water mark, seldom approaches
the river on either bank, and in no place did the high ground come near the
stream on both banks. It was subject to frequent, sudden, and great varia
tions in the volume of water, and a single violent storm of hrief duration
sufficed to cause an overflow of the bottom-lands for many days, rendering
the river absolutely impassable without long and strong l,ridges. "Wlien we
reached the river it was found that all the bridges, except tlrnt at l\Iechanics
ville, bad been destroyed. Tho right bank, opposite New, Mechanics-ville, ancl
l\ieadow bridges, ,Yas bordered by high bluffs, affon1ing the enemy command
ing positions for his batteries, enfilading the approaches, and preventing the
rebuilding of important bridges. \Ve were thus obliged to select other
less exposed points for our crossings. Should l\IcDowell effect the prom
ised junction, we could turn the head-waters of the Chickahominy, and
attack Richmond from the north and north--w·est, still preserving our line
of supply from ,Vhite House. But with the force actually available such au
attempt would expose the arm)· to the loss of its communications and to
destruction in detail; for ,,e had an able and savage antagonist, prompt to
take advantage of any error on our part. The country furnished 110 supplies,
so that we could not afford a separation from our depots. All the informa
tion obtained showed that Richmond was intrenched, that the enemy occu
pied in force all the approaches from the enst, that be intenclecl to dispute
every step of our advance, and that his army was numerically superior.
Early on the 2-!tb of l\Iay I received a telegram from the President, inform
ing me that l\IcDowell would certainly march on the �Gth, suggesting that I
should detach a force to the right to cnt off the retreat of the Confederate
force in front of Fredericksburg, and desiring me to march cautiously and
safely. On the same day another dispatch came, informing me that, in con
"'equence of Stonewall Jackson's advanee down the Shenan(loah, the move
ment of 1\IcDowell was suspended. Next day the President again telegraphed
that the movement against General Banks seemed so general and connected
as to sbm,· that the enemy conld not intend a very despera,te defense of Rich
mond; that he thought the time was near when I "must either attack
Richmond or give up the job, and come back to the defense of \Vasbingtou."
I replied that all my information agreed that the mass of the enemy was still
in the immediate vicinity of Richmond, ready to defend it, and that the
object of Jackson's movement was probably to prevent reenforcements being
sent to me. On the 2Gth General Stoneman, with my advanced guard, cut
the Virginia Central Railroad in three places. Ou the same day I learned
that a very considerable force of the enem�y was in the vicinity of Hanover
Court Honse, to our right and rear, threatening our communications, and in
position to reenforce J:=i.ckson or oppose J\IcDowell, whose advance was then
eight miles south of Fredericksburg. I ordered General F. J. Porter to move
next morning to dislodge them. He took with him his own old division,
vVarren's provisional brigade and Emory's cavalry brigade. Hi · operations
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in the vicinity of Hanover Court Honse were entirely successful, and resulted
in completely clearing our flank, cntting the railroads in several places,
destroying bridges, inflicting a severe loss upon the enemy, and fully open
ing the "·ay for the adYance of :McDowell's corps. As there was no indication
of its immediate approach, and the position at Hanover Court House was too
much exposed to be permanently held, General Porter's command was ·with
drawn on the evening of the :29th, and returned to its old position with the
main army. rrhe campaign had taken
its present position in consequence of
the assurance that I should be joined
hy l\IcDowcU's corps. As it was now
clear that I could not count with cer
tainty upon that force, I had to do the
best I could with the means at hanrl.
The first neces8ity was to establish se
cure commnnications betweeu the two
parts of the army, necessarily separated
�T. f'ETER'S CHURCM 1
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FRO)I A ,-;KETCH MA DE '" A Y l!/, U<u2,

by the Chickahominy. Richmond conlcl be attacked only by troops on the
right hank. As the expectation of the advance of 1\£cDowe11 was still held
out, and that only hy the lnnd route, I could not yet transfer the base to the
James, hut was obliged to retain it on the Pamunkey, and therefore to keep
on the left lmnk a force snfficient to protect our commnuiea.t.ions and cover
the junction of l\IcDmYcll. It was still permissible to believe that sufficient
a.ttentiou would he pai<l t.o the simplest principle of ,-..ar to push l\IcDowell
rapidly on Jack. on's lwels, "·hen he made his inevitable return mareh to join
the main Confeclernte army and attack our right flank. The failure of l\Ic
Dowell to reaeh me at or before the critical moment was clue to the orders
he received from ,Vashingtou. The bridges over the Chickahorniny first built
were swept away by the floods, an<l. it became necessary to construct others
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more solid and with long log approaches, a slow and difficult task, generally
carried on by men ·worh.--i.ng in the ·water and m1der fire. The ·work was
pushed as rapidly as possible, and on the 30th of l\Iay the corps of Heintzel
man and Keyes were on the right bank of the Chickahominy, the most
advanced positions being somewhat strengthened by intrenchments; Sum
ner's corps was on the left bank, some six miles above Bottom's Bridge;
Porter's and Frnnklin's corps were on the left bank opposite the enemy's left.
During the clay and night of the 30th torrents of rain fell, inundating the
whole country and threatening the destrnction of our bridges.
,Vell aware of onr difficulties, our active enemy, on the 31st of l\Iay, made a
violent attaek npou Casey's division, followed by an equally formidable one on
Conch, tlrns commencing the battle of Fair Oak� or Se-ven Pines. Heintzelman
l'ame up in support, and during the afternoon Smnner crossed the river with
great difficulty, and rendered sueh efficient service that the enemy was checked.
In the morning his renewed attacks were easily repulsed, am l the ground occn
pied at the beginning of the battle was more than recovered; he had failed in
the purpose of the attack. The ground was now so thoronghly soaked by the
rni11 1 and the bridges were so much injured, that it wns impracticable to pur
sue the enemy or to move either Porter or Franklin to the support of the
other corps on the south bank. Our efforts ,,ere at once concentrated upon
the restoration of the old and the bnilding of new bridges.
On the 1st of June the Department of Virginia, including Fort l\Ionroe, was
placed nuder my command. On the �cl the Sel'retary telegraphed that as soon
as Jackson was disposed of in the Shenandonh, another large body of troops
would be at my service; on the 5th, that he intended sending a part of Gen
eral l\IcDowell's force ns soon as it could return from Front Royal (in the
Shenandoah Valley, near :Manassas Gap, and about one hundred and fifteen
miles north-·west of Richmond), probably as many as I wanted; on the 11th,
that l\IcCall's force had embarked to join me 011 the day preceding, and that
it ·was intended to send the residne of General l\IcDowell's foree to join me
as speedily as possible, and that it was clear that a strong force ·was operating
with ,Jackson for the pnrpose of preventing the forces there from joining me.
On the 26th the Secretary telegraphed that the forces of l\IcDowell, Banks,
and Fremont wonld be co11solidated as the Army of Virginia, and would
oper,,te promptly in my aid by land.
Fortunately for the Army of the Potomac, howe-ver, I entertained serious
donbts of the aid promised by the land route, so that, on the 18th, I ordered
a nnmber of transports, with snpplies of all kinds, to be sent up the Jarnes,
under convoy of the gun-boats, so that I might be free to cut loose from the
Pamunkey and move over to the James, should circmnstances enable me or
render it desirable to do so.
'l1he battle of Fair Oaks was followed by storms of great severity, continuing
until the 20th of Jnne, and adding vastly to the di:ffienlties of onr position,
greatl:Y retarding the construction of the bridges and of the defensive works
regarded as necessnry to co-ver us in the event of a repnlse, and making the
gronnd too difficult for the free movements of troops.
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On the 19th Franklin's corps
was transferred to the south side
of the Chickahominy, Porter's
�- - - -:::-.a.,.::.::;,'f �_;-1-, ·• corps, reenforced by J\IcCall's nmxs OF TIIE WIIITE IIOU�E. wmc1: WA.� BURXED .lUXE
28• I>l'TII:--G THE "C'HA:--r.E nF B.\;<E."
division (whic- h, ,nth a few aclditional regiments, had arrive,1 011 the l�th and ];\th), bPinµ; left alone on
the north side.
This dangerous distribution was neeessarr in ol'der to eoncentrnte sufficient
force on tho sonth side to nttack Richmond "�ith nuy hope of success; and,
as I was still told that :;\foDowell would arrive by the overlnnd route, I conlcl
not yet change the base to the James.
It was not until the �:5th that the condition of the ground arnl the comple
tion of the bridges and intreuchments left me free to attack. On that day
the firnt step was taken, in thrmYing forward the left of our picket-line, in
face of a strong opposition, to gain gronnd enough to e1rnble Smnner and
Heintzelman to snpport the attack to be made next t1ay by Franklin on
the rear of Old TaYern. The successful issue of this attack wonlc1, it was
supposed, drive the enemy from his positions on the heights overlooking
:Mechanicsville, and probably enable us to force him hack into his main line
of works. We wonld then be in position to reconnoiter tho lines carefully,
determine the points of attack, and take np a new base and line of supply if
expedient.
During the night of the 24th information arrived confirming the anticipa
tion that Jackson was moving to attack our right and rear, bnt I persisted in
the operation intended for the 25th, partly to develop the strength of the
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enemy opposite onr left and center, and with the design of attacking Old
Tavern on the 26th, if Jackson's advance was so much delayed that Porter's
corps would not be endangered.
Late in the afternoon of the 25th, Jacb;on's advance was confirmed, and it
was rendered probnb1e that he would attack next clay. A11 hope of the acl
vancn of l\IcDmvcll's corps in season to be of any service had disappeared;
the dangerous position of the army lrncl been faithfully held to the last
moment. After deducting the ganisons in rear, the railroad guards, non
combatants, aucl extra-duty men, there ·were not more than 75,000 men ·for
hnttle. The enemy, with a force larger than this, the strong defenses of
Riehmond f'lose at hnnd in his rear, was free to strike on either fl.auk. I
decided then to enrry into effect the long-considered phtn of nhandoning
the Pamunkey nnd taking up the line of the .Tames.
The necessary orders were given for the defense of the depots at the "\Vhite
Honse to thP- last moment nncl its final destruction and abandonment; it was
also ordered that nil possible stores should be pushed to the front while com
mnnications were open.
The ground to the James had already been reconnoiter!:'cl with reference to
this movement.
During the night of the 26th Porter's siege-gnus and wagon-trains were
brought over to the south side of the Chickahominy. During the nfternoon
of that clay his corps 1rnd been attacked in its position on BeavRr Dam Creek,
near l\[ef'1mnicsvi1].,, nw1 the enemy repnlRecl with heavy losses on their part.
Tt wns no\v clear that .Jackson's corps had taken little or no part 111 this nttack,
and that his blow would fa11 farther to the rear. I therefore ordered the Fifth
Corps to fa]} hack nnd take position 1ienrer the bridges, where the fia11kR
would be more scenro. rrhis was ski11fn11y effeeted early 011 the �7th, and it
,vas decided that this corps should holc1 its position until night. All the corps
<'Ommanders 011 the south side were on the 26th directed to lle prepared to
send as many troops as they could spare in support of Porter on the next day.
All of them thought the enemy so strong in their respective fronts as to
require a11 their force to hold their positiouR.

*

Soon after the aJJpearnnce of Genera] l\Ic
Clella.n's a,l'ticle the following letter was reeeiYecl
from the daughter of General Heintzelman :
"In 'The Centul'.v 'for :nay, 1SS5, General l\Ic
Clellau has nu article, 'The Pe11ins11larCampaigu,·
in which there al'e one or two misstatements in
regards to the Third Corps, commanded by Gen
eral Heintzelman. Fortnnatelymy fatl1e1·'s papers,
wliic·h are in my pos:;ession. c·ontain rep1ies to
hotb allegatious,- one in the handwriting of
CTeneral Heintzelman's a,ljutant-general, and the
other the rough ,lraft of a ]f'tte1· addressed to Gen
era.] Lorenzo Thomas, then Acljnt:mt-General of the
army. General 3IcClellan says [see above] :
" 'All tlt,· corps 1·omlll:rndcrA on tho Rontlt sitle were
on tho 26tlt directecl to he prepnretl to send as many
troops ns tltey C'onl,1 spare iu 1<11pport of l'ortC'r on the
uext ,lay. All of tltem tl1011ght th<' enetU)' so strnng in
their J'•'R]lecti,e fronts as to require all thrir for<'e to
hold their positions.'

*

"Upon tbe demand for troops General Heintzel
man replied as fol1ows:
" ' HEADQUARTERS THIRD COUPS, ,l P. )I., June 26, 1862.
GE:-.EHAL l\lAJlCY, Chief of Staft": I tltiuk I ('an ltoltl tlte
intron<'hments with four brigades for tw<'nty-four hom·s;
tlrnt w,mld len\·e t"·o (2) hrigades nn,ilable fo1· 1>e1Tiee
on tlte other Ride of the riYer, lmt the rnen are RO tirecl
all('! worn ont tltat I fenr tltey wonlcl not ho in a C'Olllli
tiou to tight after making n march of m1y distnuce....
s.l'. IIEIXTZEL�IAN, Brignclier-Geneml..
"'L'his is far from being a statement that a1l
bis forees were required to bolcl his own lines.
"General l\IcClellan says [see p. 1 3] :
'' ':!llcanwhile, tltroni:;lt a mis1111tler8kllldi11g of ltis
order�, aml lJeiug C'nm"im·rd that the troo]lS of Sumner
an<l Frnnldin nt S::wn_,::-e s' Stntio11 W<'re nm]lle for tlte
purpose iu 1·iew, IIeiutzC'lnmu withdrew his troops dur
ini:; tho nfternoou, eros�ed th
. e swamp ot J3raekett.'s
For1l, autl renl'l1Nl the Charles City roml with tlte renr
of ltis eolnmn at 10 l', )I.'
"V\TJien the same statement wns first made in
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Shortly after 110011 on the 27th the attack comme11ced upon Porter's corps,
in its new positio11 near Gaines's :\lill, aud the contest continued all day with
great vigor.
The movements of the enemy ,Yere so threatening at many points on our
center and left as to indicate the presence of large numbers of troops, and for
a long time created great uncertainty as to the real point of his main attack.
General Porter's first call for reenforcement and a supply of axes failed to reach
me; but, upon receiving a second call, I ordered Slocum's division to cross to
his support. The head of the division reached the field at 3: 30 and imme
diately went into action. At about ;j P. :u. General Porter reported his position
as critical, and the brigades of French and :Meagher-of Riehan1son's divis
ion-were ordered to reenforce him, although the fearless com1m111cler of the
Second Corps, General Sumner, thought it hazardous tu reinove them from
his own threatened front. I then ordered the reserve of Heintzelman tu move
in support of Sumner, and a brigade of Keyes's eurps to headquarters for sucL
use as might be required. Smith's l1ivision, left alone wheu Slocum crossel1
to the aid of Porter, ,Yas so seriously threateut>cl that I called uu Bnmner's
corps to send a brigade to its support.
French and :Meagher reached the fieh1 before dusk, just after Porter's corps
l::'63, General Heintzelman wrote the following
letter:
"' HEADQUARTERS DEFENSES 01" \\'ASlll:SUTOX, -.\.lJril
11th, 1863. GEXERAL L. TUO:'IUS, .ADJUTAXT-GEXERAL,
u. s. .A., WAsmx,nux. GEXERAL: I find in thP "Xl'W
York Tribune" nf tbeStb of .Ayr1l a" Preliminary Report
uf the Operatious of the Army uf the Potowac, ,;inee
June 25th, 1862," ma,1e by General G. B. �kClellan., •..
"• In a 11aragra11h commencing .. On the 28th Porter's
corps was also nwvell aeruss the White Oak Swamp,"
etc., is tile following:
"They were Ol'1lel'e,t to hold this pusitiull 11ntil dark, the11
to fall hack across tile swamp an,l rejoin the rest ot the
army. This order was not flllly carried ont, nor was t ile
exact pos1tiou I designated occ11pietl by the different tlivisions
eoncernerl."

"' I was fnrui�bnl with a ump 1t1arked i11 red \\"ith the
positions we shonl<l ocenJJJ".
"· .AR I ba,1 the fortilietl lines thrown u1, snme time
J,efore hy the troops in my ,·umurnml, I ba,l no difth-nlty
in knowiug wlil're to gu, and I ,1icl uCCUJJY these lines.
General Sumner's were wore indetinite, and he oeeui,iell
a position in ::u1Yanee uf the one designated. This left a
space of half a mile unoceupiecl, l.ll'tween his right and
Franklin',; left. Tu the morning I was informed tltat
,;ome rebels were n1reall.1· at or near Dr. Trent's house.
where Genna! �h-Clellan's headt1uartl'Ts liad licen; I
sent and found t.liis to he the ease. Genera1 Franklin
bad also ealled at my beadqnartf•rs and told me that thl'
enemy were repairing the bridge,- of the ChickabominJ·,
aud would soon f•ross in force . .c\hout 1 P.�I. I "aw some
uf om· troops filing- into the fields hetween Dr. Trent's
house and Sa,aµ-e's Station, allll a few moments later
Generals Franklin and W. F. Rmith came to me and
reported the enemy approaebing-, and urged me to ride
tu Gencra1 Sumner and g-Pt him to fall hack and close
this gap. I rode briskly to-tbP front, and on the Williams
burg road, where it paRsed between m�· two clivision,s,
met General Sumner's troops falling haclr. He wiAhed
me to turn back with him to arrange for ulterior opera
tions, lrnt as my right flank was entirely nncoYered by
these movements, I declined until after I had seen m:v
division commanders and gi,en them orders how to fall
back. On my return there was some ditlieulty in finding

l;eueral Sumner, antl when fouJHl he informe,l me be
bad wa,le his arrangement�. I retnrucll to 111y eow
mand, aml on the way fonnll tbi, ground filled with
troops, lllore than euull1 be 11:,;,'ll to any m!Yantage, anll
if the enemy planted a f,-,,- batteries of artillery un th.,
upposit11 i,;ille uf the railroad, they would haYe been ent
iu pieces.
"• An ai,1e tu Ueneral l\IcClell:111 liaving reportl-,l tu
me the day uefure to point unt tu me a road aero,;� the
White Ual, Swamp. opening from the left flank of my
position of the fortified line�, I ,Jill nut. hesitate tu re
treat by that ru:ul, anll left at :JP. �I. ClPneral Smith, of
Franklin',; corps, having ,;ent tu the rear all his batteries
earlier in the ,lay, I, at bi� request, let him b:n-e twu of
mine (Osborn's arn1 Bramhall's), and they ,lid goo,! ser
Yiee that afternuun in eheeking and defeating the rebel
attaek.
"' :IIy remaiuing wunltl ha,·e lwen 110 aitl to l+eneral
Sumner, as he already bad more trooJJR than he could
,lefile th1·011gb the uarrow ruad iu bh rear, and the road.
l took ,·o,·erell bis left tl:mk.
"• Defore <lark the all,ancc of rny corp� was across the
swamp, aml JJy 10 P. )I. the rear was uym•, with but little
molestation from the enemy. I immediately sought
G,·nt'ral :IIeClellan, allll reported to him what I bad.
,lone, and this is tl!e firnt intimation I haYe had that ID)'
eundnct was not entirely ,;atisfal"tury.
'''To bol,l my position till dark, hy which time I was
to receive ortler,-, wonl<l haYe Jieen im11ossible. .After
General,; Franklin and Rumuer hall fallen back, my right
flank aml rear w,·rA llll('OVCI'Cll, nJ](l by a road which
passed entirely in my r0ar; aml heyond my right flank
my only line of retreat would lla,·e been cut uff, and I
wonld ba,e Jo,;t my entirn corpA. I dill uot liuow where
General :IIcClcllan was, and it waA, therefore, irnJ>u��ible
to report to him for orders
·• '"11en General Birne, reached Fisher',; For,l, the
enemy were thPre, but not· in foree; they �oon anived in
force, and he bad to take another road more to our left.
Had we bpen a little later they woultl baYe been in pos
session, and our retreat hy this road cut off.
S. P. HEIXTZEDL\N.'
"I trust that you will be able to find space for
these letters.- i.uRY L. HEJXTZELllIAN."
EDITORS.
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had been forced by superior numbers to fall back to an interior position
nearer the bridges, and, by their steady attitude, checked all further progress
of the enemy and completed the attainment of the purpose in view, which was
to hold the left bank of the river until dark, so that the movement to the James
might be safely commenced. 'l111e siege-gnns, material, and trains on the
left bank were all safe, and the right wing was in close connection with the
rest of the army. The losses were heaYy, but the object justified them, or
rather matle them necessary. At about 6 o'clol'.k ne:s:t morning the rear-guard
of regulars crossed to the south side and the bridges were (lesfro)·ed.
I now bent all my energies to the transfer of the army to the .James, fnlly
realizing the YelT tlelicate nnture of a flank march, with heavy trains, by a
single roatl, in face of an achve enemy, bnt confident that I had the army well
in hand aml that it would not fail me iu the emergency. I thought that the
enemy would not anticipate that movement, but ·would assume that all my
efforts ,,-onld be direded to cm-er and regain the old depots; and the event
proYed the correctness of this snpposition. It seemed certain that I could
gain one or h,o clays for the movement of the trains, while he remained
um:ertain as to my intentions; and that was all I reqnired with such troops
as those of the �-\rmy of the Potomat·.
During the night of the :27th I assembled the corps commanders at head
quarters, informecl them of my intentions, and gave them their orders. Keyes's
corps was orderetl to moYe at once, with its trains, across \'\Tb.ite Oak Swamp,
and occupy positions on the farther side, to cover the passage of the remainder
of the army. By noon of the :28th this first step was accomplished. During
the �8th Sumner, Heintzelman, and Franklin held essentially their old posi
tions; the trains co1werged steadily to the ,fhite Oak Swamp and l'rossecl as
rapidly as possible, and during this day and the succeeding night Porter
followed the movement of Keyes's corps and took position to support it.
Early on the :28th, when Franklin's corps ,Yas drawing in its right to take
a more conl'.entrated position, the enem�- opened a sharp artillery fire and made
at one lJOiut a spirited attack with two Georgia regiments, which were repnlsecl
by the two regnnents on picket.
8nrnner's arnl Heintzelurnn's corps and Smith's division of Franklin's were
now ordere(l to abandon their intrenl'hments, so as to occupy, on the morning
of the :20th, a ne,Y position in rear, shorter than the old and covering the cross
iug of the s,Ymnp. This new line could easily be held clnriug the clay, and
these troops were ordered to remain there until dark, to cover the withdrawal
of the rest of the trains, ancl then cross the swamp and occnpy the positions
about to bl' abanclouecl by Keyes's and Porter's corps. l\Iennwhile Slocum's
tlivision had been onlered to SnYage's Station in reserve, and, dnring the morn
ing, was 01·1..lerecl across the swamp to relieve Keyes's corps. 'J1his ,Yas a critical
tlay; for the crossing of the swamp by the trai.ns must be accomplished before
its close, ancl their protection against attack from Richmond must be assured,
as well as communication with the gun-boats.
A sharp eavalry skirmish on the Qnaker road indicated thnt the enemy
was alive to om· movement, and might at any moment strike in force to

THE PENINSULAR CAMPAIGN.

intercept the march to the James. 'fhe difficulty was not at all with the
movement of the troops, but with the immense trains that were to be moved
virtually by a single road, and required the whole army for their prntection.
,vith the exception of the cavalry affair on the Qnaker road, vrn were not
troubled chU'ing this clay south of the swamp, but there was severe fighting
north of it. Sumner's corps evacuated their vrnrks at daylight and fell back
to Allen's farm, nearly two miles west of Savage's Station, Heintzelman being
on their left. Here Sumner was furiously attacked three times, but each time
drove the enemy back with much loss.
Soou afterward Franklin, having only one division with him, ascertained
that the enemy had repaired some of the Chickahorniuy bridges and was
advancing on Savage';:; Station, whereupon he posted his division at that
point and informed Sumner, who moved his corps to the same place, aniviug
a little after noon. About-! P. ]I. Sumner and Franklin-three divisions iu
all-were sharply attacked, mainly by the Williamsburg road; the fighting
contiuued until betweeu 8 aud 9 P. ir., the enemy being at all times thoroughly
re1mlsed, and finally driven from the field.
l\Ieanwhile, thrnugh a misunderstanding of his orders, and being convinced
that the troops of Sumner and Frankliu at Savage's Station were ample for
the purpose in view, Heintzelman withdrew his troops dnring the afternoon,
crossed the swamp at Brackett's Ford, and reached the Charles City road with
the rear of his column at 10 P. M.
Slocnm reached the position of Keyes's corps early in the afternoou, aud,
as soon as the latter was thus relieved, it was ordered forward to the James.
near l\Ialvern Hill, which it reached, with all its artillery and trains, early on
the 30th. Porter was onlered to follow this movement and prolong the liue
of Keyes's corps to our right. 'l1lrn trains were pushed on in rear of these
corps and massed under cover of the gnu-boats as fast as they reached the
James, at Haxall's plantation. As soon as the fighting ceased with the final
repulse of the enemy, Sumner aud Franklin were ordered to cross the swamp ;
this w
· as effected during the 11ight, the rear-guard crossing ::md destroying the
bridge at 5 A. 1'I. on the. :30th. All the trnops ancl trains ,vere now between the
swamp and the James, arnl the first critical episode of the movement was
sncl'essfully accomplishecl.
'l1 lie various (·orps were uext pushed forward to establish connection with
Keyes and Porter, and hold the different roads by whieh the enemy could
advance from Richmond and strike our line of march. I determined to hold
the positions now taken until the trains had all reached a place of safety, and
then concentrate the nrmy near the James, where it could enjoy a brief rest
after the fatiguing battles aud marehes through which it was passing, and
then renew the advance on Richmond.
General Franklin, with Smith's division of his own corps, Richardson's of
the Second, and Naglee's brigatle were charged with the defense of the vVhite
Oak Swamp crossing. Slocum held the ground thence to the Charles City
road ; Kearny from that road to the Long Bridge road; McCall on his
left; Hooker thence to the Quaker road ; Sedgwick at Nelson's farm, in rear
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.:APHIN LE CLERC.

DUC DE CHARTRES,

COMTE DE PARIS,

PRINCE DE JOINVILLE.

TUE OHLEAl(S PRl:l'CE� A::-.1> SUITE AT J,ll(:l'EH.}

CAPTAIN MOHAIN.

FHO�I A l'IIOTUGR_U'H.

of l\lcCall and Kearny. 1'he Fifth Corps was at l\Ialvern Hill, the Fonrth at
Turkey Bridge. The trains moved on dnring this day, and at 4 P. l\I. the last
reached Malvern Hill and kept on to Haxall's, so that the most difficult part
} General l\IcClella11 co11tributed an article to
"The Ceutury" magazine for February, 18S4-, 011
"The Princes of the House of Orleans," in which
he spoke as follows of the serdces of the Comte de
Paris and his brother, the Due tle Chartres:

-

"In Angu�t. 1861, the two hrothers, accompanied hy
the Prince de Joinnlle, sailed for �ew York. Toward
the close of September thPy arri,Nl in Washington, and
the young Princes at once reeei,ed authority from the
President to enter the army a� aides-de-camp, being per
mitted to ser,e without tnking the oath of allegi:mee,
and without pay; it was also understood that they
should be permitted to lca,e the senice should family or
political exigencies require it. Tbey were borne on the

army register as Louis Philippe d'Orleans and Robert
d'Orleans, additional aides-de-camp in the regular army,
with the rank of captain, and were assigne,l to the staff
of the major-_general commanding the Army of the
Potomac. The Prince de Join,ille accepted no rank, and
simply accompanied headquarter�, on the in,itation of
the general l'Ommanding, as an amateur and friend. The
position held by these "young gentlemen "-as the
Prince de Joinnlle always designated them-was not
free from difficulties. Princes who might at any time be
called upon to assume their places in the go,ernment of
a great nation, yet serving in the army of a republic
whose e:rnse
was not reµ:arded with ,ery friendly eyes
:
lJy the existing government of their own country, they
had many eontrarlictions to reconcile, many embarrass
ments to overcome. Connected by family ties with so
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of the task was accomplis.hecl, nnd it only remained for the troops to hold
their ground until nightfnll, aucl then contiuue the march to the positions
selected near l\Ialvern Hil1.
The :fighting on this clay (June 30th) was very severe, and extended along
the whole line. It first broke out between 12 and 1, on General Franklin's
command, in the shape of a fipree artillery fire, ,d1ich was kept np through
the day and inflicted serious losses. The enemy's infantry made seYeral
attempts to cross near the oM bridge and below, but was in every case thrown
back. Franklin held his position until after dark, and during the night fell
back to Malvern. At half-past 2 Slocum's left was attacked in vain 011 the
Charles City road. At ahont :1 McCall "\Yas attacked, and, after 5 o'clock,
under the pressure of heayy masses, he was forced back; but Hooker came
up from the left, and Sedgwick from the rear, and the two together not only
stopped the enemy, but drove him off the field.
At about 4 P. :.\I. heavy attacks commenced 011 Kearuy's left, a11d thrnc
ineffectual assaults were made. 'rhe firing continued until after dark. Abont
midnight Sumner's and Heintzelmau's corps and :\IcCall's division withdrew
from the positions they had so gallantly held, and commenced their march to
l\1alveru, which they reached unmolested soon after daybreak. Just after the
rear of the trains reached :\Ialveru, about 4 P. :.\I., the enemy attacked Porter's
corps, but were promptly shake11 off.
Thus, on the morning of J·uly 1st, the army was concentrated at l\Ialvern,
with the trains at Haxall's, in 1·enr. The supplies which had beeu sent from
White Honse on the 18th were at hand in the James.
After consultation with Commodore Rodgers, I decided that Harrison's
Lauding was a better position for the resti11g-place of the army, because the
channel passed so close to City Point as to enable the euemy to prevent the
passage of transports if wo remained at J\IalYern. It was, hm,ever, necessary
to accept battle where "'e ,,ere, in order to give amplA time for the trains to
reach Harrison's, as well as to giYe the enemy a blow that wonlcl check his
farther pursuit.
many of ti.!<' royal families of Em·opc, alway:; received
hy them as of royal rank, tbe elder regarded hy RO many
i11 France aH t.he rightful \Jeir to the U1ro11e, t-hcy conhl
11cvcr Jose �igbt of the cliguity of their ))OHit.io11, \\'hile it
w:iR at the !lame time neces,mry for tlwrn to perform
theil- dutieR in a. suhor<linnte grad<', nud to \\'ill the e,n1tide1)('e and friendi,bip of theil: new eo11un.dcs, who wcrl'
Rnrc to weigb men hy their personal q11alitie1< anti abili
tie�. not by their soei:il position across tl1c .Atlnutic.
Theil' task was accompli;sbed witb complete snccPs:;, for
the�- gained the full eouficleucP, re�pf>ct, anti reg-ar<l of
their eommmHle1· and tbeir comrades. Fro111 the moment
they entered the service, they were calle<l upon to per
form preci;seJy the same dutieR and in precisel,v the sarn<'
11rn111u•r as their compauions ou the per:;onal staff of their
co111nrn1Hler. . . .
"Their conduct wns characterized hy nn imrnt<'- lo,,.
for a sol<iier'A lifP, h,, au intense desire to pcrfc-et thern
sclYCA in the profession of arms hy a<"t11al c:qwrienee of
war on n. Ja,rge scale, auu hy 1m1<we1Ting deYotion to
duty. Not only this, their beads and hearts were with
us in our hour of frial, and I believe that, next to their
owu Frnnce. they most Joyed this country, for wbieh
they fiO fr<'ely and so often exposecl their lives on the
ticlcl of hattle.
YOL. IL 13

"Soon nftPr the begi1111i11g- of the prninsnlar campni:..'11,
tll<' l'riuces were strongly 11-rgrd by their friends at ho111c
tu return at once to England, partly to rceei,•e the larg-P
nnmber:s of t.beir adhere11t8 cxpeckd to attend the
Exhibition of 1862, arnl pnrtl.v hec:mse th<'- Frencb cx
peclition to �Texico b:Hl gr<'ntly stmiuc<l the relatiom;
between tl!i;, cunntry and France. Tbey persisted in
remaining with t-be army trntil tbc dose of the SeYen
Dny8, and left only when a,-snrP<l that the innnecliatc
re,-u111ptiou of the nttack on Rielunoml was improhnblc..
ITatl the prompt receipt of rei.'nforcemeuts reuclcrcd a
new ad,nuee practicable. it is c·<'rtaiu that no cousi1lera
tious woulcl Jrn,·e withff.rawn them from the field until
the completion of the OJl'-'rations :1g-ain�t Richmond.
Although warmly attaqhetl to them aml ,<'l'J' unwilling
to lo�e thefr 8ervices, tbcir corn11m111lrr fnlly rceog-nizc<l
the im1)('rati,e 11a,ture of tbe reaRonA t'o1· tl!eir departnrc,
:111Cl entirely acqnicsee<l in the propriPty of their prompt
retnrn to Europe."
Soon after the termination of the war, the Comte
de Paris began his extensive "History of the Civil
"\Var in America," the first volume of the American
edition being issued in 1875,-EDITORS.
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Accordiilgly, the army was carefully posted Oil the admirable positioil of
l\falveril Hill, with the right throwil back below Haxall's. The left was the
ilatural poiilt of attack, and there the troops were massed and the reserve
artillery placed, while full preparations were made to frustrate aily attempt
to turn onr right. Early in the foreilooil the army was conceiltrated aild
ready for battle, in a positioil of Uilnsual streilgth - Oile which, with such
troops as held it, could justly be regarded as impregilable. It was, theil,
with perfect confideilce that I awaited the impeildiilg battle.
The eilemy begail feeling the positioil between 9 ailcl 10 A. JU., aild at 3 P. JU.
made a sharp attack npoil Couch's division, ·which remaiiled lyiilg Oil the
ground until the enemy were within close range, wheil they rose and delivered
a volley which shattered and drove back their assailants in disorder. At 4
P. JU. the firing ceased for a while, and the lnll was availed of to rectify the
position and make every preparation for the approaching renewal of the
attack. It came at GP. 11., opened by the fire of all their artillery and follo-wed
by desperate charges of infantry adva11ei11g at a run. They were always
repulsed mth the infliction of fearful loss, and iil several instances our infan
try awaited their approach within a few yards, poured in a single volley,
and theil dashed forward with the bayonet. At 7 P. l\I. the enemy was accu
nmlating fresh troops, and the brigades of Meagher and Sickles were sent
from Sumner's and Heintzelmail's corps to reenforce Porter and Couch;
fresh batteries were moved forward from the reserve artillery and the ammu
nition was replenished.
�l1l1e enemy then repeated his attacks in the most desperate style until dark,
but the battle ended with his complete repulse, with very heavy losses, and
without his even for one moment gaiiling a foothold in our position. His
frightful losses were in vaiil. I doubt whether, iil the anilals of war, there
was ever a more persistent and gallant attack, or a more cool and effective
resistance.
Although the result of this bloody battle was a complete victory on our
part, it was necessary, for the reasons already given, to continue the move
ment to Harrison's, whither the traiils had been pushed during the night of
the 30th of Jnile and the day of the 1st of July. Immediately after the final
repulse the orders ·were giveil for the withdrawal of the army. The move
ment was covered by Keyes's corps. So complete ,Yas the enemy's discom
fitm·e, and so excellent the conduct of the rear-guard, that the last of the trains
reached Hanison's after dark Oil the 3d, without loss and unmolested by the
eilemy.
This movement was now successfully accomplished, and the Army of the
Potomac was at last in a position on its true line of operations, with its
trains intact, no guns lost save those takeil in battle, when the artillerists had
proYecl their heroism and devotion by standing to their guns until the enemy's
infantry were in the midst of them.
During the "Seven Days" the Army of the Potomac coilsisted of 143 regi
ments of infantry, 55 batteries, and less than 8 regiments of cavalry, all told.
�rhe opposing Confederate army consisted of 187 regiments of infantry, 79
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batteries, and 14: regiments of cavalry. The losses of the two armies from
June 25th to July 2d were:*
Confederate Ai·llly. . . . . .. . . . . .
. ........... .
Army of the Potomac. . . . . . .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ....

Wounded.

Eilled.

2,823
1,,34

13,703
S:OG:2

Jiissing.

3,223
G,053

Total.

19,749
15,849

The Confederate losses in killed a11Cl wounded alone "·ere greater than the
total losses of the Army of the Potomac in killed, wounded, and missing.
No praise can be too great for the officers and men who passed thrnugh
these seven days of battle, enchu-ing fatigue without a mm·mm·, successfully
meeting and repelling every attack made upon them, nlwnys in the right
place at the right time, and emerging from the fiery ordeal a compact army of
veterans, equal to any task that brave and disciplined men can be called npon
to undertake. They needed now only a, few dnys of "·ell-earned repose, a
renewal of ammunition and supplies, and reenforcements to fill the gaps made
in their ranks by so many desperate encounters, to be prepared to ndvance
again, with entire confidence, to meet their worthy antagonists in other bat
tles. It was, however, decided by the authorities at Washington, ngainst my
earnest remonstrances, to abandon the position on the James, nncl the cam
paign. The A.i·my of the Potomac was accordingly withdrawn, and it was
not until two years later that it again found itself nuder its last commander
at substantially the same point on the bank of the James. It was as evident
in 186:2 as in 1865 that there ,,as the true defense of ,Vashington, and that it
was on the banks of the James that the fate of the Union was to be decided.

*

Tables (to follow) of the'• Opposing Forces"
of the" Seven Days," made from the fullest revised data of the War Records office, will s how
that the Army of the Potomac consisted of 150
regiments of infantry; 2regiments aml 1 battalion
of engineers; 1 regiment of heavy or siege artillery; 58 b:,,tteries; and l O regiments of canlry.

The Confederate forces consistell of 173 regimeuts
and l 2 battalions of infantry; 71 batteries; and
12 regiments of cavalr�·. General McClellan cor
rectly estimates the Union loss, but the Confed
erate lo:ss, according to the reYised returns, was:
killed, 3'.:?SG; woundetl, 15,!)0!); missing, 9.Jc0.
Total, 20,135.-EDITORS.
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BY WARREX LEE GOSS.

.11

011c Pom
. t Comfort anc1 gazed upon Fort

:Monroe, huge and frowning. Negroes
·were everywhere, and went about their
work
with au air of im1)ortance born of
/'
,- their new-found freedom. rrhese were
�
the "contrabands" for "·horn General
1
l
1
t
e
, ;� - , _,-::::,,��t _:1��:� ' �;� ;�i�:��:x ��:. �::�s ���i:���}�
charred and blackened ruins of what
had been the beautiful and aristocratic village of Hampton. The first thing
I noticed about the ruins, unaccustomed as I was to Southern architecture,
was the absence of cellars. The only building left standing of all the village
was the massive old Episcopal church. Here ,Vasbington had worshiped, and
its broad aisles had echoed to the footsteps of armed men during the Revolu
tion. In the church-yard the tombs had been broken open. J\Iany tombstones
were broken and overthrown, and at the corner of the church a big hole
showed that some one with a greater desire for possessing curiosities than
reverence for ancient landmarks hnc1 been digging for t1t(• corner-stone and
its buried mementos.
Along the shore which looks toward Fort Monroe were landed artillery,
baggage-wagons, pontoon trains and boats, and the level land back of this was
crowded with the tents of the soldiers. Here and there w·ere groups frying
hard-tack and bacon. Near at hand wns the irrepressible army mule, hitched
to and eating out of pontoon boats; those ·who had eaten their ration of grain
and hay were trying their teeth, with promise of success, in eating the boats.
An army mule was hungrier than a soldier, and would eat anything, especially
a pontoon boat or rubber blanket. The scene was a busy one. The red cap,
white leggins, and baggy trouser:::; of the Zouaves mingled ·with the blue uni
forms and dark trimmings of the regular infantry-men, the short jackets and
yellow trimmings of the cavaln·, the reel stripes of the artillery, and the dark
blue -with orange tdmmings of the engineers; together -with the ragged, many
colored costumes of the black laborers and teamsters, all busy at something.
One morning we broke camp and went marching up the Peninsula. The
roads were very poor and muddy with recent rains, and were crowded with
the indescribable material of the vast army which was slowly creeping through
the mud over the flat, wooded country. It was a bright day in April - a per
fect Virginia day ; the grass was green beneath our feet., the buds of the
trees were just unrolling into leaves under the warming sun of spring, and
in the woods the birds were singing. The march was at first orderly, but
✓
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under the unaccus
tomed burden of
heavy equipments
and knapsacks, and
the warmth of the
weather, the men
straggled along the
roads, mingling with
the baggage - wag
ons, ambulances, aml
pontoon trains, in
seeming confusion.
During om· second
day's march it rain
ed,
and the muddy
l\lRS. T-'S EXODUS.
roads, cut up and
kneaded, as it were, by the teams preceding us, left them in a state of semi
liquid filth hardly possible to describe or imagine. When we arrived at Big
Bethel the rain was coming down in sheets. A dozen houses of very ordi
nary character, scattered over an area of a third of a mile, constituted what
was called the -village. Jnst outside and ·west of the town was an insignifi
cant building from which the place takes its name. It did not seem large
enough or of sufficient conseqnence to give name to a hamlet as small as
Big Bethel. Before onr arrival it had .evidently been occupied as officers'
barracks for the enemy, and looked very little like a chnrch.
I visited one of the llwelling-honses just ontside the fortifications (if the
insignificant rifle-pits could be called such) for the pnrpose of obtaining some
thing more palatable than hard-tack, snlt beef, or pork, which, ,,ith coffee,
comprised the marching rations. 'J.1he woman of the house was communica
tive, and expressed her surprise at the great number of Yauks who had "come
clown to invade onr soil." She said she had a son in the Confederate army, or,
as she expressed it, "in om· army," and then tearfully said she should tremble
for her boy every time she heard of a battle. I expressed the opinion that we
shonld go into Richmond without mnch fighting. "No!" said she, with the
emphasis of conviction, "you all will drink hot blood before you all get thar !"
-While wandering about, I came to the house of a Mrs. T--, "·hose
husband was said to be a captain in the Confederate service and a "fire
eating" secessionist. Here some of our men were put on guard for a short
time, until relieved by guards from other pnrts of the army as they came up,
whereupon we went on. A large, good-looking woman, about forty years
old, who, I learned, was JHrs. T1
was crying profusely, and I could
not induce her to tell me why. One of the soldiers said her grief was
caused by the fact that some of our menhad helped themselves to the con
tents of cii.pboard and cellar. She was superintending the loading of an old
farm-,rngon, into which she was putting a large family of colored people, with
numerous bundles. rrhe only white person on the load as it started away was
--,
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the mistress, who sat amid her dark chattels in desolation and tears. Return
ing to the house, after this exodus, I found letters, papers, and odds and ends
of various kinds littering the floor; whether overtul'ned in the haste of the
mistress or by the visiting soldiers, I could only guess. No other building nt
Big Bethel was so devastated, and I did not see another building so treated
on our whole route. The men detailed to guard it c1eclined to proteet the
property of one who was in arms fighting against us.
After leaving Big Bethel we began to feel the weight of onr knapsacks.
Castaway overcoats, blankets, parade-coats, and shoes were scattered along
the route in reckless profusion, being dropped by the overloaded soldiers, as
if after plowing the roads with heavy teams they were sowing them for a
harvest. I lightened my knapsack without much regret, for I could not see
the wisdom of carrying a blanket or overcoat when I could pick one up almost
anywhere along the march. Very likely the same philosophy actuated those
who preceded me or came after. The colored people along our route occupied
themselves in picking up this scattered property. They had 011 then: faces a
distrustful look, as if uncertain of the tenure of their harvest. The march up
the peninsula seemed very slow, yet it was impossible to increase our speed,
owing to the bad condition of the roads. I learned in time that marching
on paper and the actual march made two very different impressions. I
can easily understand
and excuse our fire
side heroes, who
fought their or our
battles at home over
comfortable break
fast-tables, without
impediments of any
kind to circumscribe
their fancied opera
tions; it is so much
easier to manamvre
and fight large ar
mies around the cor
ner grocery, than
to fight, march, and
manceuvi·e in mud
and rain, in the face
of a brave and vigi
CONFEDERATE BATTERY ON THE TERRACED ll!AGAZINE CO)ll\lAJ\'l)I:SG THE LAND
lant enemy.
APPROACH TO THE GOSPORT NAVY-YAHD. [SEE PAGE 152.]
The baggage-trains
FRO)! A WAR·Tlll!E SKETCH.
were a notable spec
tacle. To each baggage-wagon were attached fom· or six mules, driven nsnally
by a colored man, with only one rein, or line, and that line attached to the bit
of the near leading mule, while the driver rode in a saddle upon the near wheel
mule. Each train was accompanied by a guard, and while the guard urged
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the drivers the drivers urged the mules. The drivers were usually expert, and
understood well ihe wayward, sportive natures of the creatures over whose
destinies they presided. On our ,vay to Yorktown our pontoon and bag
gage trains were sometimes lJlocked for miles, and the heaviest trains
were often unloaded by the guard to facilitate their removal from the
mud. It did seem at times as if there were needless delays with the trains,
partly due, no doubt, to fear of danger ahead. ,Vhile I was guarding our
pontoon train, after leaving Big Bethel, the teams stopped all along the line.
Hurrying to the front, I found one of the leading teams badly mired, but
not enough to justify the stopping of the whole train. The lazy colored
driver was comfortably asleep in the saddle. "Get that team out of the
mud!'' I yelled, bringing him to his senses. He flourished his long whip,
shouted his mule lingo at the team, and the mules pulled frantically, but
not together. " Can't you make your mules pull together f" I inquired. "Dem
mules pull right smart!" said the driver. Cocking and capping my unloaded
musket, I brought it to the shoulder and again commanded the driver, "Get
that team out of the mud !" 'rhe negro rolled his eyes wildly and woke up
all over. He first patted his saddle mule, spoke to each one, and then, flour
ishing his long whip with a crack like a pistol, shouted, '' Go 'long dar! what I
feed yo' fo'!" and the mule tenm left the slough in a very expeditions manner.
,Vhen procuring luxuries of eggs or milk, we pnid the people at first in sil
ver, and they gave us local scrip in change; but we found on attempting to
pay it out again t1rnt they were rather reluctant to receive it, even at that
early stagP in Confederate finance, and
mnch prefened Yankee silver or notes.
On the afternoon of April 5th, 186�,
the advnnce of our column was brought
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SKIR�II�H AT LEE':" )IIJ,L,-: BEFOJ:E YORKTOWX, APRIL 16, 1862.
FHO)I A $1,ET('II )IAIIE AT TIIE TUIF.,

[:SJ•:�; )JAi', J'. 188,]

to a standstill, with the right in front of Yorktown, and the left by the enemy's
works at Lee's mills [see p. 188]. ,Ve pitched om· camp on ,Vormley Creek,
near the l\Ioore house, 011 the York River, in sight of the enemy's water-bat
tery and their defensive works at Gloucester Point. One of the impediments
to an immediate attack on Yorktown was the difficulty of using light artillery
in the muddy fields in our front, and at that time the topography of the countl'y
ahead was but little understood, and had to be learned by reconnoissance in
force. "\Ve had settled clown to the siege of Yorktown ; began bridging the
streams between us and the enemy, constructing and improving the roads for
the rapid transit of supplies, and for the advance. rrhe first parallel was
opened about a mile from the enemy's fortifications, ex.tending along the
entire front of their works, ·which reached from the York River on the left to
,Va1·wick Creek on the right, along a line about fonr miles in length. Fom·
teen batteries and three redoubts were planted, hea;vily armed with orclna,uce.
,Ve were near Battery No. 1, not far from the York River. On it were
mounted several :WO-pounder gnus, which commanded the enemy's water-bat
teries. One day I was in a redoubt on the left, and saw General J\IcClellan
with the Prince de .Joinville, examining the enemy's works through their fielcl
glasses. They very soon drew the fire of the observant enemy, who opened
with one of their heavy guns on the group, sending the first shot howling and
hissing over and very close to their heads; another, quickly following it, struck
in the parapet of the redoubt. The French prince, seemingly quite startled,
jumped and glanced nervously around, while l\IcClellan quietly knocked the
ashes from his cigar.
Several of our war-vessels made their appearance in the York River, and
occasionally threw a shot at the enemy's works ; bnt mos� of them were kept
busy at Hampton Roads, watching for the iron-clad 1lfr rrin11{(', which was
still afloat. 'rhe firing from the enemy's lines was of little consequence, not
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amounting to over ten or twelve shots each day, a number of these being
directed at the huge balloon "hich went up daily on a tour of inspection, from
near General Fitz Johu Porter's headquarters. One day the balloon broke
from its mooring of ropes and sailed majestically over the enemy's works;
but fortunately for its occupants it soon met a counter-current of ail' which
returned it safe to our li11es. The month of April was a dreary one, much of
the time rainy and uucomfortable. It was a common expectation among us
that we were about to encl the rebellion. One of my comrades ,n·ote home to
his father that we should probably finish up the war in season for him to be
at home to teach the village school the following winter; in fact, I believe he
partly engaged to teach it. Another wTote to his mother: "1..Ve have got
them hemmed in on every side, and the only reason they don't run is because
they can't." 1..Ve had at la" t corduroyed every road and bridged every creek;
our guns and mortars were in position; Battery No. 1 had actually opened
on the enemy's works, Saturday, May 3d, 186:2, and it was expected that our
whole line would open on them in the morning. About :2 o'clock of Saturday
night, or rather of Sunday morning, while on guard duty, I observed a bright
illumination, as if a fire had broken out within tho enemy's lines. Several
guns were fired from their "·orks during the early morning hour._, but
soon after daylight of :i\Iay 4th it was reported that they had abandoned
their works in our front, and we very
quickly found the report to be true.
As soon as I was relieved from guard
duty, I ·went over on "French leave"
to view our enemy's fortifications.
They were prodigiously strong. A few
tumble-down tents and houses and
seventy pieces of heavy ordnance had
been abandoned as the price of the
enemy's safe retreat.
As soon as it "·as known that the
Confederates had abandoned the ·works
UXIO:-1 )IOilTAR-IlATTERY DEFORE YORKTOWN.
at Yorktown, the commaucling general
FllO:11 A l'IIOTOGRAPII.
sent the cavalry and horse artmery
under Sto11eman in pursuit to harass the retreating column. The iufantry
divisions of Smith (Fourth Corps) aud Hooker (Third Corps) were sent for
ward by two road to support the lig·ht column. General Sumner (the officer
second in rank in the Army of the Potomac) was directed to proceed to the
front am1 assume command until J\IcClellan's arrival. Stoneman oYertook
Johnston's rear-guard alJout noon, si.."'I:: miles from Williamsburg, and skir
mished with the cavalry of Stuart, following ...barply until± o'clock, w·hen he
was confronted by a liuo of redoubts before 1..Villiamsbm·g. The work con
sisted of a large fort (�fogruder) at the junction of two roads nurning fi:orn
Yorktown to Williamsburg, and small redoubts on each side of this, nwking
an irregular chain of fortifications extending, with the creeks npon which
they rested on either flank, across the peninsula. The Confederate brigades of
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THE 61ST NEW YORK REGDIENT IN CA)IP AT SHIP POINT, BELO"' YORKTOWN.
[SEE ]IIAP, P. 188.] FRO)! A WAR-TDIE Sl{ETCII.

Kershaw and Semmes, of l\Iagruder's command, occupied the works when
Stoneman came in front of them, and, on finding his advance stubbornly
opposed, Stoneman sent his cavalry upon reconnoissances over the field, and
waited for the infantry under Hooker and Smith to come to his support. These
divisions marched from Yorktown on parallel roads until Smith's column was
halted by a burning bridge, and compelled to tm·n into the road by which
Hooker was advancing. Sumner accompanied Smith's column, and, immedi
ately on the arrival before Williamsburg, formed the brigades of Hancock and
Brooks for an advance through a piece of woods which screened the Confed
erate rifle-pits. The result is given in Sumner's official report as follows:
"After entering the woods I found the underbrush much thicker than I expected, and
the lines became entangled, and shortly afterward it became so dark it was impossible to
advance, and I ordered the troops to halt and lie on their arms."

General Hooker was delayed on the road so long that he did not reach the
field until early on the morning of ::.\lay 5th, when he found himself on the
left of Smith's division, and in front of Fort Magruder. The position of the
Union troops then was: Smith on the right, and Hooker on the left, confront
ing the enemy's works, the latter having the heaviest obstacle before him, and
the divisions of Kearny, Casey, nncl Conch struggling on toward tbe front,
over crowded, muddy roads. General Sumner says in his report:
"I bad a careful reconnoissance made on the left of the enemy's works, on the morning of
the 5th, and found two of their forts unoccupied. I immediately ordered General Hancock to
advance with a brigade and ten pieces of artillery, and bold those works, it being my intention
to foree their left."

This was about 11 A. l\I. Meantime, at 7: 30 A. l\I., General Hooker, on his
own responsibility, had ndvanced his lines. In his official report he says:
"Being in pursuit of a retreating army, I deemed it my duty to lose no time in ma½�i.1:g the
disposition to attack, regardless of their number and position, except to accomplish the result
with the least possible sacrifice of life."

Hooker sent forward Grover's brignde, nnd Bramhall's and \Vebber's bat
teries, and very soon all opposition on his front was silenced for a time.
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Longstreet, however, ordered np reenforcements, and soon had a section of
Pelham's battery, and the three fresh brigades of ,Vilcox, Pickett, and A. P.
Hill on the ground, driving Hooker back, mth the loss of all his cannon, and
heavy casualties. During his desperate engagement, Hooker reported his
situation to t,nmner, and Kearny was promptly ordered up with his diYision,
while Heintzelman, the proper commander of the Third Corps, wns sent to the
spot to take charge. [See" Opposing Forres," p. :WO.]
A comrade in Hooker's division gave me an account of his experiences
about as follows: "Marching over the muddy road late iu the afternoon,
we found our farther advance pre
vented by a force which had preceded
ns, and we halted in the mud 1Jy the
roadside just as it began to rain. Abont
5 o'clock we resumed onr march by
crossing over to the Hampton road,
and did not halt till 11 in the evening,
when we lay clown in our blaukets,
bedraggled, wet, and tired, chewing
hard-tack nnd the encl of reflection,
the tenor of whid1 was, ' ,Vhy did we
come for a, soldier!' Before daylight
TI,1.,,;,:-1!:1:c"
we were on the march, plodding in the
A TE�IPTI�G BREASTWORI{.
rain through the mire. By daybreak
we eame out on the edge of the dense woods in front of ]fort 1\Iagrncler. The
main fort was a strong earth-work with a bastioned front and a wi<.1e ditch. In
front of this umcldy-looking heap of dirt was a level plain, sprinkled plentifnlly
with smaller earth-works; while between us and the level plain the deuse
forest: for a distance of a quarter of a mile, had been felled, thus forming a
labyrinth of tauglecl ahatis difficult to penetrate. A mile away lay the vil
lage of ,Villiamshm·g.
"We ,rnre soon sent out as skirmishers, with orders to advance as near the
enemy's rifle-pits as possible. They immediately opened fire upon ns with
heavy guns from the fort, while from their rifle-pits came a bum of bullets
and crackle of musketry. Their heayy shot came crashing among the tangled
abatis of fallen timber, and plowed np the dirt in our front, rebounding and
tearing through the branehes of the woods in onr rt:ar. The constant
hissing of the bullets, with their sharp ping or lJizz whispering arouml
and sometimes into ns, gave me a sickening feeling and a cold perspiration.
I felt weak around my knees - a sort of faintness and lack of streugth in the
joints of my legs, as if they would sink from nuder me. These symptoms
did not decrease 1Yhen several of my comrades were hit. The little rifle-pits
in our front fairly blazed with musketry, and the continuous suap, snap,
crack, crnr·k wns murderous. Seeing I was not killed at once, in spite of all
the noise, 'my knees recovered from their unpleasant limpness, and my mind
gradually regained its balance and composure. I never afterward felt these
disturbing influences to the same degree.
.t.\-z-
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" We slowly retired from stump to stump and from log to log, finally
regainiug the edge of the wood, and took om· position near ,Vebber's and
Bramhall's batteries, which had just got into position on the right of the road,
not over seven hundred yards from the hostile fort. ,Vhile getting into
position several of the battery men were killed, as they immediately drew the
artilJery fire of the enemy, which opened with a noise and violence that
astonished rue. Our two batteries were admirably handled, throwing a num
ber of shot and shell into the enemy's works, speedily silencing them, and
by 9 o'clock the field in our front, including the rifle-pits, was eompletely
'cleaned out ' of artillery and infantry. Shortly afterward we advanced
along the edge of the wood to the left of Fort Magruder, and about 11 o'clock
we saw emerging from the little ravine to the left of the fort a swarm of
Confederates, who opened on us with a terrible and deadly fir0. Then they
charged upon us with their peculiar yell. ,Ve took all the advantage possible
of the stumps and trees as we were pushed back, until we reached the edge of
the wood again, where we halted and fired upon the enemy from behind all the
cover the situation afforded. ,Ve were none of us too proud, not even those
who had the dignity of shoulder-straps to support, to dodge behind a tree or
stump. I called out to a comrade, ',Vhy don't you get behind a tree f'
' Confound it,' said he, ' there ain't enough for the officers.' I don't mean to
accuse officers of cowardice, bnt we had suddenly found out that they showed
the same general inclination 11ot to got shot as privates did, and were
anxious to avail themselves of the privilege of their rank by getting in our
rear. I have always thought that pride was a good substitute for courage, if
well backed by a conscientious sense of duty; and most of our men, officers
as well as privates, were too proud to show· the fear which I have no doubt
they felt in common with myself. Occasionally a soldier would show
symptoms which pride could not overcome. One of our men, Spinney, ran
into the woods and was not seen until after the engagement. Some time
afterward, when he had pro,·ecl a good soldier, I asked him why he rm1, and
he replied that every bullet whi.ch went by his head said ' Spinney,' and he
thought they were calling for him. In all the pictures of battles I had seen
before I ever saw a battle, the officers were at the front on prancing steeds,
or with uplifted swords were leading their followers to the charge. Of
course, I was surprised to find that in a real battle the officer gets in the rear
of his men, as is his right and duty,-that is, if his ideas of duty do not
cany him so far to the rear as to make his sword useless.
"'rhe 'rebs ' forced us back by their charge, and our central lines were
almost broken. The forces withcli·a,vn from our right had taken the infantry
support from our batteries, one of which, consisting of four guns, was cap
tured. ,Ve were tired, wet, and exhausted when supports came up, and we
were allowed to fall back from under the enemy's fire, but still in easy reach
of the battle. I asked one of my comrades how he felt, and his reply was
characteristic of the prevailing sentiment: 'I should feel li.ke a hero if I
wasn't so blank wet.' The bullets had cut queer antics among our men. A
private, who had a canteen of whisky when he went into the engagement, on
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endeavoring to take a drink found the
canteen quite empty, a bullet having
tapped it for him. Another had a part
1
b n
ii
u
��l : ���: p :� 1:�: ti:·to:
boot, down between two toes, and out
along the sole of his foot, wHhout
mnch injury. Another had a scalpwound from a bullet, "·hich took off a
strip of hair '.1bout three inches in
length from the top of his head. Two
of my regiment were killed outright
and fourteen badly wounded, besides

:t��:

r:�:

r;:��: ��:::i�;e�ii��t; �:;��
and I don't belieYe any of my regiment were ambitious to 'chase the
enemy' any farther just at present.
Refreshed ·with hot coffee and hard
'
I.
tack, we restc•d from the fight, well
satisfied that we had done our duty."
On the Confeclerate side, according to
Longstreet's nccount, the march of the
rear column nortlnYard in retreat from
the town was being delayed all clay on
the 5th by impassable roads, and he
ordered fresh troops from time to
time to countermarch to the field nt
z
\Villiamsbm·g, relieving those whose
0
ammunition
was exhausted iu this un
f"1
g� expected engagement. After Hooker
r.i
had b een forced back from Fort Ma-\ � gruder, the threatening position of
·:-': � Hancock on the Confederate left was
,i'.1 � noted by the enemy, and D. H. Hill
; �;;; ,,�ent forward with Early's brigade,
; Early and Hill in person leading, to
,, .
� ward the crest where Hancock's infau;::,
s try was posted.
�
The Confederates were met by a
� severe musketry fire, and at length
j bv a counter charge, led by Hancock,
in which the bayonet was used in open
field. Generals Sumner, Keyes, and
Smith all menti oned Hancock's victory, which was brilliant and decisive.
General Smith said in bis report, "The brilliancy of the plan of battle, the
I :\ill �
�
�

j
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coolness of its execution, the seizing of the proper instant for changing
from the clefensiYe to the offensive, the steadiness of the troops engaged,
and the completeness of the victory, are snbjects to which I earnestly call
the attention of the General-in-Chief for just praise." General Keyes wrote,
"If Hancock had failed, the enemy would not have retreated.",!
The division of Kearny, that was corning to Hooker's aid, was delayed by
crowded roads, and reached the field by brigades between :2: 30 and 4 o'clock,
and, taking position on Hooker's field, became engaged in a somewhat irregu
lar fight to the extent of five regiments of the brigades of Berry and Birney.
Berry's brigade made a desperate charge, recovering some of the ground
yielded by Hooker earlier in the day. The heavy losses at ,Wi.lliamsbm·g fell
upon Hooker and Kearny, the division of the former snstaining nearly three
fourths of the total Union loss.
After the engagement I went over the field in front of the enemy's fort.
Advancing through the tangled mass of logs and stumps, I saw one of Olli'
men aiming over the branch of a fallen tree, which lay among the tangled
abatis. I called to him, bnt he did not turn or rnoYe. Advancing nearer, I
pnt my hand on his shoulder, looked in his face, and started back. He was
dead!- shot through the brain ; and so suddenly had the encl come that his
rigid hand grasped his musket, and he still preserved the attitude of watch
fulness, literally occupying his post after death. At another place we came
upon one of onr men who had evidently died from wounds. Near one of his
hands was a Testament, and on his breast lay an ambrotype pi.cture of a
group of children and another of a young woman.
The 6th of :;\Iay was a beautiful morning, with birds singing among the
thickets in which lay the dead. The next morning we mnrched through quaint,
old-fashioned ,Villiamsburg. The most substantial buildings of the town were
those of ,Villiam and :Mary College, ·which were of brick. We kindled fires
from that almost inexhaustible source of supply, the Virgini.a fences, cooked
our coffee, sang, and smoked, thoughtless of the morrow.
) It was of this action that 1\IcClellan telegraphed to his wife, "Hancock was superh."-EDITORS.

-- --.. ·-------·-UNION CAMP AT CUMBERLAND LANDING BELOW WHITE HOUSE,

[SEE l\lAP, P. 167,]

TH E O P PO S I N G FORCES AT W I LL I A MSB U RG, V A .
't'he compo8ition, losses, nu,l strengt.11 of each army as llere stnt,e,I give tlie gist of nil Ill" clnt:i ot,taiJJable JU the Official
Rccortl8. K st.ands for killec\ ; w for wounded ; m ,v for mortally wot1111le,l ; m for cnptnre<I or missing ; c for captnre<l.
THE UNION FOR CES .
.'.lfajor-Geueral George B. )lcClellnu.

Brigadier-General Bdwiu Y. Bnmncr, seeoml iu command.

T H I RD A R i\I Y CORPB, Brigadier-General Samuel l'.
lfrintzelman.
�1-:co:-o 11rvrs10x, Brig.-Gcu. J u�cph Hooker.
f.'irst Bri!Jadc, Brig.-Gen. Cu\"icr Gron'r : l�t :llasH.,
( ',)I. Robert. Cowd iu ; 1 1 t h )lass .. C<)l. ""i1li.1m Blnbdcll ;
2<1 N. I L , Col. G1lnmn i\Jnrston ; 2Gtb l"a . , Col. William
F. 8111all (W), l\J�jor Cai<per l\I. RP1Ty. Ilriga,de lo�s : I,, 33 :
w , 18G ; m, 34 = 253. Seco11d Bri!Jadc, Col. Nel80ll Taylor :
70th N. Y . , Col. William Dwlg-ht, .Jr. ( W e), i\l ajor Tho was
Holt. ; 72<1 :X. Y.. Licnt .-Col. Isntl'l l\Ioses ; 73d N. Y .. Col.
William R. Brewster ; 74th N. Y . , Lieut.-Col. Charles II.
Burtis. Brign<le loss : k, rn1 ; w, 3J9 ; Ill, 232 = 772.
Tlt i,·d Bl'iy,alc, Brig.-Gen. FraueiH E . Patterson : 5tc
N. ,J ., Col . :-amuel JI . :-ta IT ; 6th X. J., Lieut.-Col. ,John
T'. Yan Leer ilo, l\Iaj. George C. Burling ; 7th X. J..
Liunt.-Col. Ez1·a A. Cannan (\'I'), :i\laj. Francis P rice, Jr. ;
8th N. J., Col. A dol 1 ilm" .J . John�oH (w), lllaj. Peter I I .
l lyo1·son (k). Briga.<le loss : k, 1119 ; w, 353 ; m, G-! = 52G.
A. 1·tillc1·y, lllaj. Charles S. Wain wright : D, 1st X. Y.,
Capt. •rhom:iR W. 0Rhorn ; 4 t h N. Y., Capt. Jame,; E.
Srnit,11 ; Gth X. Y., C,1 J1t. Wall<'!' III. Ilrnmball ; II, 1st U.
S., C'npt. Chnrl<'S JI. W<'hlwr. ,\rtillery loss : !,, -! ; w,
20 = 24.
THIRD DIYISIOX, Rl•ig.-,;,,ll. Philip K,•arny. St.aft' loss :
k. 2.
Fil'st Rriy11rlc, Bl'ig.-G c•B. Charles D. Ja111eAon : 87th
N. Y. , Col. Stephell A. J >odge : 5,th Pa., Col. Cbarle8
T. Ca1UplJell ; G:Jcl Pa., Col. .\ leXflll(lPr 1 1 :lys ; 103th Pa-:-.
Col. Amor A. McKnight. Srro11tl B1·iy(l(le. Brig.-Gi:n.
D:l Y i<l R . Birney : 3<1 l\fr., Col. l k B ry C T . Staple� ; 4th
a l e.. Col. Elijah W:i lkl'r : 38th N. Y .. Col . J. H. Hobart.
\\"ar<l : -!0th :N°. Y .. Col. E,lwanl ,I. Hiley. Brigade
loRs : k, r n ; \\", 02 ; I ll, 1 0 = 118. 1'/t il'rl Bt·iywle, Brig.0Pn. JJira111 G. Dl'l'l'J' : 2d l\Iie h . , Col. OrlaU<ln l\T.
Poe ; 3<1 l\lich .. Col. 8t.ephen n. Chnm (llin ; 5th J\Iieh..
Col. Hcnr,1· D. Terry ; 37th X. Y . , Col. Snmnel B. Hnyman. Brigade lo:'-s : k. 69 ; \\", 21:l : 1 1 1 , 7 = 2!l9. .A l'lillcl'!f,
f'<1pt. ,Tam,'A Tho111pso11 : B, Ht N . .T., Ca pt, .Joh11 E.
ll<'all l : E. l i't R. J .. Capt. G<•or;.,c E. nan,tolpb ; n, 2,1 l".
c-: . . ( ':i p t . ,l nrn,•,-; Tbornpso11.
FOURTH A l::llY COTIPB, Briµ-a<lier-Grllernl
Erasmus
·
D. K<'yPs.
Carali·y : 5th U. R., l\fajor JosPph I I . Whittlesey.
FIRST Dl\"ISION, Brig. -Gen. D,1ri11s N. Conell.
J-'i1·st Bl'i!Jrule, Col. J11li11� \\'. A<l:rni s : 65th :N'. Y. (]At U.
S. Chnssenrs), LiPnt.-Col. Alexnrnl,·r Shaler ; 67th X. Y.
( I sl, Long Isl:m,I), Lient..-Col. �clson Cross ; 23<1 P n . .
Col. Thomas JJ. Xeill ; 31st rn .. Col. D,1vi<l H. ""i!liarn s ;
61Rt Pa . . Col. OliYer H. l!ippe_,- . 8uo11rl Briymlc, Brig.< �eu. John J. Peek : 55th :N'. Y .. C'ol. r. Re_gis de TmlJrian<l ; G2<1 �- Y .. Col. John L. Jlik(' r ; 93<1 rn ..-Col. JameH
,'.IL i\leCarter ; !lSth Pa. , Col. ,John F. nnllier ; 102d Pa., Col.
Thomas A. Rowley. Bri�a<lc Joss : le 18 ; w, 82 ; m, 2-! =
12-1. 1'lti1·tl Bt·iywlc, Brig.-fl<'n. Charles Devens, Jr. :
7th llfass., Col. D:n-id A. RIIHSe!I ; 1001 :1 1 :tss. , Col. llelllT

:-. Brigg� : '.!d Jl. I., Col. Frank \\'bcato11. Brigad" loss
(7th l\Ius�. J : k, 1 ; w, '.! = 3 . .Al'lillcry, )laj. Robert .1\1.
Wes t : C, l�t Pn., Cnpt. J eremiah i\leCartby ; D, 1st Pa.,
Capt. Ecllvard IL Flood : E, 1st. Pn., Capt. Theodore
llliller ; H, 1 st Pn., Ca,pt. James Brady.
SEco:;o lJl\'ISIOX, Brig.-Gen.Willium
F. Smith.
Y
First IJriyadc, B 1·ig.-Geu. \ iu field S. H:meoek (al�o in
kmpor:iry eommautl of DaYidsou's Third Bl'igade) : Gtll
:lie., Col. Hiram Bnrnhn m ; 43d N. Y., Col. FraneiR L.
Yinton ; 49th Pa . . Col. William H. Irwin ; 5th Wis., Col.
A mnsa Cobb. Brigade lo�s : k, 8 ; w . 7G ; 1u, 1 = 85.
Scco111l B,·iyadc, Brig.-Geu. W. T. JI. Brooks : 2<1 Yt. ,
Col. Henry \\"biting; ad \"t . , C'ol. Breed N . Hyde ; 4Lh
\"t., Col. Edwin H. f-tonghtou ; 5th Yt. , Lieut.-Col. Lewis
.\ . Grant ; 6th Yt., Col. Nntl1:rn Lor<l. Brigade loss : w,
2. .Th ird Bl'i!Jmlc (tc111poraril,1· nuder f l aueo,·!{'s cornmaud ) : 7 t h l\le., Col. E,lwin C. lllason ; 33<1 N. Y. , Col.
Tio!Jert F. Taylor ; 49th N. Y. , Col. Daniel D. Bidwell ;
76th N. Y. , Col. Jnmes B. l\IeKen n . Brigade loss (33d
N. Y. ) : w, 10. .Arlille,·!J, Capt. Romeyll :U. Ayl'es : 1st
X. Y. , Lie11t,. Aucll'ew· C'owan ; 3<1 N. Y., Cnpt. Thad<lens
P l\Jot t ; E, 1st N. Y. , Capt. Cha.r les C. ""heeler ; F, 5th
U. S., Capt . IloWC'J'll B. Ayre>'.
T I I JR D Dffl8IOX, Brig.-G,•n. SilriR Case.,·.
Fi,·sr Bl'iyade, Brig.-GC'11. Henry :\J. Xrigl<'e : 11th :lie.,
Col. .Joh n C. Cnl<lwell ; 5Gth N. Y., Col. Charles H. \"an
,Y�·c·l, ; 1 00th N. Y . , Col. James lll. Brown ; 52d Pa.,
Col. Johll C. Dodg<', Jr. ; lOHh Pa., Col. W. \\'. II. Da,iA.
Sccoml B,·ir;ude, Brig.-Ge1 1 . Willimu H. Ki:irn : 9Gth N .
Y., Lient.-Col. Cbnrl<•A O. Gray ; 85th Pa,., Col. Jo�hua B .
llowcl l ; 101st Pa. , Col. Joseph H. WilAOll ; 103d Pa., llf:lj.
An<ll<'.1' W. Gazznrn. Brigad<' losA (103cl Pn.) : w, 2.
1'/t il'll Briywlc, Erig.-Gell. lnniA N. Palmer : 81st N. Y.,
Lient.-Col. Jacob J. Do Fore"t ; 85th X. Y. , Col. Jonathan
S. TIPlkna,p ; 02,1 N. Y., Lient.-Col. Hiram .Auclerson, .rr. ;
9311 N. Y., Lient.-Col. Benjamin C. Entler; !18t h N. Y.,
f'ol. Willi:i111 Dutton. A rlilicry, Col. G11ilforcl D. Bailey :
,th X. Y .. C:1pt. Peter C. Regan ; 8th X. \'., Capt. Bntl<'r
Fit<"!1 ; A, lAt N . Y., Cnpt. Thomas JI. BateA ; J l , 1st N.
Y., Cn, (lt,. Joseph Spratt.
AD\"ANCE-GUA HD, Brig.-Gf'll. Georgo Stollemau. Brig.Gen. P. St.. George· Cooke amt Willin111 T l . Emory, hriga,fo commanders.
r'11 l'llli 0!J : 8th I l l . , Col. ,To b u F. Farns,vorth ; llleC!ellnn
( I l l . ) l >ra,::onnH, :IInj. Charles ""· Barker ; 3<1 rn., Col. \Yilliam W. ,\ ,·eroll ; 1st U. S., Lient..-Col. William N. Grier ;
G t h U. Fi. , ,'.lfnj. Lnwrencc ""illinms . .d rlillcry, Lit>nt.
Col. William flays : n n11<l L , 2<1 U . S . , C'apt. JarncR .1\1.
J:ohL'rtson : :\I. 2<1 U. R., C'n.p t. J i rnry Be!lso n ; C, 3d U.
S., Cnpt. Horatio G. Gihson ; K, 3d U. 8., Capt. John C'.
Tid!Jnll. Adrnnce-gnnrd loss (mostly on )fay 4th) : k, 15 ;
w, 83 ; m. 1 = 49.
The total loss of the Union army (:llny 4th a 11,l 5th) waR
468 kille<l, H-42 wouudf'Ll. and 373 captured or missing=
22R:i.

T H E CONFEDER A T E FORCES.
General .Jor<eph E. J ohnAton. :;:llfljor-GPneral James Longst reet in immc·diate command on the field.
Cnpt. l\lc- G. Goo<lwyn ; Fauquier (\"a.) Artillery, Capt.
Robert l\l. 8trihlin ,,:: ; ""illinmslmrg ( Va . ) Artillery,
(2 guns) . Ca.pt. William r:. n a l'l'ett ; Riehmond (Yn . ) ,
Howitzers ( 2 g1111s), Capt. E,l\rnr,l B. '.IIeCarth ,1·. Brigade
Joss : );:, 10 ; w, 75 ; Ill, Ii =91. Third Rriff!HlC, B1·ig,-GC'n,
Georg-e E. PiC' kett. : 8t h Yn., Licut.-Col. Norhonrne
ncrkC>ley ; 18th ,·a. , Lient..-Col. Henr.Y A. Carrington ;
19th Vn .. Col. John E. St.range ; 28th Va., Col. Hollert
C. A lieu ; Ya. Bnt.ter�-, Capt. James Dearing. nri
gade IMS : k, 26 ; w, 138 ; m, '.!6 = 1 90. Four/It Bri_qadc,
Brig.-GeB. Cadmus :ill. Wilcox : 9th Ala . , Col. 8amnel

�ECON!) fllYISIO!', ( Longstreet'., ).
First Rri,qarlc, Brig.-Gen. A mhroAP P. Hill : 1st. Yn. ,
C'ol. Louis R. Williams (w), lllnj. William H . Pnlrner (w) ;
7th Yn .. Col. ,Jnrnes L. KPmper ; 1 1 t h Yn .. Col. Barnuel
Garland (W) ; 17th \"n. , Col. JI[. n. CorHe. Brigade loss :
k, G7; w, 245 ; m . 14 = 32G. Scrnnrl flriyarlc, Rl'ig-.-Ge11.
Richard TI. Arnlerson (in ('011rnrn11<1 011 the right), Col.
.:\Iieah ,TC'nki n s : 4th B. C. mat talion), I\Jnj. C. l's. llfatti
sou ; 5th S. C .. Col. John R. n. Giles ; Gt.h S . C., Col. John
Bratton ; Palmet to (8. C.) Sbarp-sltoot.ers, Col. l\Ii<'nb
Jenkins, Lieut.-Col. JoRepb Walke r ; La. Foot Rifles,
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Henry; 10th .A.la., Col. John J. Woo<lward; 19th l\Ii�s.,
Col. Christopher H. Mott (k), Lieut.-Col. L. Q.C.Lamar.
Brigade lor;s: k aucl w, '.!JI. Fifth Bl'iyadc, Brig.-Gen.
Roger .A.. Pryor: 8th .A.la., Lieut.-Col. Thomas E. l rb_v
(kl; Hth Ala., l\Iaj. O. K..McLcmorc; Hth La., Col.
R. W. Jones; 3'.!tl Ya. (detachment): Richmoncl (Ya.)
Fayette Artillery, Lieut. W. I. Clopton. Brignlle lo�s:
k, w, and m. 214. Colslon's B1·iqcule, Brig.-Geu. R. E. Col
ston: 13th N. C., Col. Alfred :IL Scales; l±th N. C., Col.
P. W. Roberts; 3d \'a., Col. Joseph l\fayo. Brigatlc los;;
not separately reported. Donaldso1n•illc (La.) Battery
(3 guns),Lieut. Lestaug Fortier.
FOURTH Dil'ISIOX, l\Iajor-Geu. Daniel H. Hill (in com
maml ou the left).
Early's Bl'iyadc, Brig.-Gen. Juhal A. Early(,\'), Col. D.
K. l\IcRao: 5th N. c., Col. D. K. :i.\Icl�ac; 23d N. c.,
Col. Jobu F. Hoke, l\Iaj. Daniel H. Cllri,;tic; 24th
Va.. Col. William R. Terry (w), l\Iajor Richanl L.
l\fau.ry; 38th Va.. Lieut.-Col. l'owlrntau B. Whittle.
Brigade loss (except 5th N. C., not rcportct!J: k, 30; w,
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106; rn, 70= 206. Rodcs's Briyade, Brig.-Gen. R. E.
Rodes: 5th .Ala., Col. C. C. Pegues; 6th Ala.. Col. John
B. Gordon; 12tll Ala., Col. 1-:. T. Jones; 12th l\Iiss., Col.
W. H. Taylor. Rai11s's Briyade, llrig.-Gcu. G ..J. Rains:
13th Ala., Col. B. D. Fry; 26tll Ala., Col. E . .A. O'Neal;
6th Ga.. Col. .A.H.Colqnitt; 23<1 Ga., Col. Tllos. Hutcher 
son. Feal11erston's Briyacle, Drig.-Geu. "·· S. Feather
ston: 27th Ga., Col. Le,i D. Smith; 28th Ga., Col. T. J.
Wartllen; -!th N. C., Col. George ll. .Anderson; 49th \'a.,
Col. William Smith. U11allael1ed: �d Fla.. Col. George T.
Wartl (k); 2d l\liss. Dattaliou, Licut.-Col. John G. Taylor.
Unattached loss: k, 9; w, 61; 111, 11= 81.
CAVALRY BRIGADE, Brig.-Gen. J. E. B. Stuart: 3d \'a.,
Col. Thomas I!'. Goode; 4tl1 Va., l\IaJ. William II. Payne
(w), Capt. R. E. Utterbacl<; Jrtf DaYis Legion, Lieut.
Col. Wiaiarn T. i\Iartin ; Wise Legion, Col. J. L1wi11s
DaYis; Stnart HorRe Artillery, Captain Johll Pelliam.
Brig,Hls'l lOSS: k, 1; w, 3 = 4.
The total loss of the Confederate .Army was 288 killed,
975 wounded, aml 297 captured or nliRsing = 1560.

CONPEDERATE USE OF SUBTERRANEAN SHELLS ON THE PENINSULA.

EVER.AL Union officers have written to the
editors, stating that they witnessed tile ex
plosion of concealed shells or torpedoes at York 
town - among them Fred T. Locke, assistant
adjutant-general to Fitz John Porter, director of
the siege, and Colonel E<hvar<l C. James, of the en
gineer corps. General Locke wrote i n May, lSSi:i:
"On the rnorniug of l\Iay 4th, 186'}, our ]lickcts Rent in
a prisoner who said he was a Union man, bad been
imprPsscd mto the rebel sel'\·icc, aml was one of a party
detailed to bury some shells in the roatl aud fiPlds near
the worki;-.. . . . A cavalry detachment pa�siug along
the road leading to Yorktown bad some of its men and
horses lcilletl and wounded by these shells. Our telegraph
operator was sent into Yorktown soon after our troo]ls
bad got possession of the place. He trod 11pou one of
the hurietl shells, which burst and terril>ly mangled both
of his legs, from which he died soon after in great agony.
. . . Iu the eascmates and coye1·ed ways ahout the
fortifications l saw a number of large shclJR, placed so
that tlley coulcl easily be firetl IJy per�on,; unaware of
their )ll'eseucc."
The '' Official Records" show that General Fitz
John Porter referred to the buried shells in his
report of the siege, and General ·wmiam F. Barry,
Inspector of Artillery, made a statement in detail,
in a communication to army hea(lquarters, August
25th, 1SG3. Porter's statement is that when the
advauce detachments entered Yorktown the com
mand
"on the left was fired upon from the Red Fort. Tllose
on the right cxperieneml some losses from shell,; pla,utell
in the grouutl, which exploded when trod upon. l\lany
of these shells were concealed in the :-<trccts and houses
of the towu, and arranged to explrnle by trC'ading ou the
caps or )lulling a wire attached to The doors."

planted by nu enemy who wa,; secretly abandoning bis
post, on cornmou roads. at springs of water, in the sllade
of trees, at tbc foot of telegraph pol<-�. am!, la�tly, qu.ite
withiu the defenses of tllc place- in the yery streets."
Ou tlie marcli from Williamsburg toward Rich
mond General Long�treet wrote to Gen e1·al G. J.
Rains, whose brigade was on tluty flS rear-gtiard:
"lt is the dc�iro of the m:ijor-g<"n<'ral commanding
[Longstreet] that yon puL 110 shell� or torp..iloes behind
you, aR be does uot rneoguizc it as a proper or effective
method of war."
In an indorsement on the above, General Rains
advocated the use of buried shells in retreat and
for the defense of works. He formwdetl Long
street's letter and his own comments to General D.
H. Hill. The latter approvingly inclorsed Ra ins's
suggestion. T!Jis correspondence went to t!Je Sec
retary of 1Yar, G. ,Y. Randolpl1, whose decision,
fayorable to Longstreet's vie1,s, \,as as follo1,s:
"It i;; not admis�ihlc in civilizctl warfare to take life
with no other object than the 1lcstmctio1: of life... . lt
is atlmiRsihlc to plant shells in a parapet tu repel an as
sault. or in a woo,1 to che<'k pursuit, hecause the object is
to saye the work in one case a111l the army in tho other"
A copy of the "New York Herald," contaiuiug
General l\IcCiellau's report on buried torpedoes at
Yorktown, reached Gener,tl Johnston, who, iu a
letter dated Jl,Iay 12t!J, requested General D. H.
Hill to ascertain if there was any trnth in it.
General Hill referred the matter to Tiains, who
on May 14th reported in part as follows;

"I commancled at Yorktown for the last scYcu montlls,
and wheu General :i.\IcClel!au appronehctl with bi8 army
General ,V. F. Barry wrote that buried shells of 100,000 men and opened his cmmons npou ns, 1 had
but 2500 in garrison, aml our whole .Army of the Penin
were encountered when they were about to enter sula, uut!er l\Iajor-General l\Iagrrnlei·, amounted to lmt
the abandoned Confederate lines:
9300 e1i'cctive men; then at a Ralicnt m1glC', au acce�sible
"Before reaching the glacis of the main w ork, and at point of our works. as part of the defenses thereof, r !lad
the distance of more than one bunclred yanls from it, the laud mined with the weapon;; alluded to, to destroy
seveml of our men were injured hy the cx)llo8iou of what assailants and prevent esealacle. SnbsC'qncntly, with a
was ascertained to be loailed shells buried in the gronntl. sirnilar vicw. tlleywcrc placed at spots I never saw .. . .
These shells were the ordinary eigllt or ten iuch mortar And again when, at Williamslmrir, we were ordered to
or Colnmbiad sllells, filled with pow<ler, buried a few turn upon our nssailant;:i aud com hat them, . . . some
inches below the surface of the ground, and so arranged 6 or 7 mile1; tl1is side of "'illiamislmrg, rny command
with some fulminate, or witll the orclioari- artillC'rV fric forming the rear-guard of the army, ... some 4 small
tion primer, that the.y ex)lloded by being trod u1;011 or shells, found abandoned hy onr artillery, We're hastily
otherwise disturhed. . . . These shells were uot tbns prepared by my efforts, and put in the road near a tree
placed on the glads at the !Jot.tom of the ditch, etc., felled across, mainly to have a moral effect in cllccklug
which, in view of an anticipated assanlt, might possibly the advance of the enemy (for they were too small to clo
be consideretl a legitimate use of them, but tlley were more). . . ." [Compare p. 205.]
EDITORS.
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BY JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, GENERAL, C. S. A.

Government," so far as they bore npon the
responsibilities of the First Bull Run. I
"·ill now consider his remarks npon the
0, operations following the witllllrawal from
l\Ianassas and including the battle of Seven
Pines.
As to the question of the forces on the
Peninsula l\fr. Davis says: "Early in April
General l\IcClellan bad landed about 100,000
men at or near Fortress l\Ionroe" [" Rise
and Fall," II., 84]. According to John
Tucker, Assistant Secretary of War, 121,000
Federal troops landed before the 5th of
April. l\fr. Davis fm·ther says: "At this
time General l\lagrnder occupied the lower
Peninsula with his force of seven or eight
thousand men " [II., 84]. General Ma
gruder reported that he had eleven thousand men. l\fr. Davis also says:
CONFEDERATE SHARP-SHOOTER.

'' After the first advance of the enemy, General l\fagruder was reenforced by some troops
from the south side of James River, and General Wilcox's brigade, which had been previously
detached from the army nuder General Johnston."

These reenforcements, together, made about five thousand men [II., p. 85].
He says, on the same page :
"On the 0th of April, General Magruder's command, thus reenforced, amounted to about
12,000. On that day General Early joined with his division from the Army of Northern Vir
ginia ... . . This division had about 8000 officers and men for duty. General Magruder's
force was thus increased to about '.W,000."

The same order detached Early's, D.R. Jones's, and D. H. Hill's divisions
from the Army of Northern Virginia, and they were transported as fast as
the railroad trains could carry them. The two latter divisions bad together
about 10,000 men, so that l\Iagruder's army was raised to about 33,000 men,
instead of �0,000, as l\fr. Davis said.
Coming to the plan of withdrawal l\lr. Davis says:
"As soon as it was definitely ascertained that General McClellan, with his main army, was on
the Peninsula, General J.E. Johnston was assigned/ to the command of the Department of the
Peninsula and Norfolk, and directed to proceed thither to examine the condition of affairs there.
) That assignment was made after the conference at Richmond mentioned on page 203.- EDITORS.
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After spending a day on General l\Iagruder's defensive line, he returned to Richmond and
recommended the abandonment of the Peninsula, and that we should take up a defensive posi
tion nearer to Richmond " [II., 86].

The President has forgotten my recommendation, or misunderstood it at the
time. I represented to him that General :McClellan's design was, almost cer
tainly, to demolish our batteries ·with his greatly superior artillery, and turn
us by the river, either landing in onr rear or moving directly to Richmond ;
so that our attempting to hold Yorktown could only delay the enemy two or
three weeks. Instead of that, I proposed that all onr available forces should
be united near Richmond, l\Iagrnder's troops to be among the last to arrive;
the great army thus formed about Richmond not to be in a defensive position,
as Mr. Davis supposes, but to fall with its whole force upon l\IcCiellan when
the Federal army was expecting to besiege only tbe troops it had followed
from Yorktown. If the Federal army should he defeated a hundred miles
away from its place of refuge, Fort l\Ionroe, it could not escape destruction.
This was nndonbteclly our best hope [see maps, pp. 167 and 188].
_In the conference that followed the President took no part. But the Secre
tary of War, G. ,V. Randolph, once a naval officer, opposed the abandonment
of the valuable property in the Norfolk :N"avy Yard ; and General Lee opposed
the plan proposed, because it would expose Charleston and Savannah to cap
ture. I maintained that if those places should be captured, the defeat of the
principal Federal army ·would enable ns to recover them; and that, unless
that army should be defeated, we should lose those sea-ports in spite of their
garrisons. l\Ir. Davis says:
"After hearing fully the views of the several officers named, I decided to resist the enemy on
the Peninsula. . . . Though General J. E. Johnston did not agree with this decision, he
did not ask to be relieved. . . ." [II., 87].

Not being in command, I could not he relieved. l\Iy assignment was
included in the order to oppose l\fcCiellan at Yorktown; that order added to
my then command the departments of Norfolk and the Peninsula. It is not
easy to reconcile this increase of my command by the President, with his very
numerous disparaging notices of me.
General Keyes, before the Committee on the Conduct of the War, confirmed
my opinion in saying that "Gloucester must have fallen upon our [l\IcClel
lan's] getting possession of Yorktown, and the York River would then have
been open."
Mr. Davis expresses the opinion that "General l\IcClellan certainly might
have sent a detachment from his army, which, after crossing York River,
could have t1u·ned the positi.on at Gloucester Point" [II., 90]. That would
have been needless; the driving ns from Yorktown would have compelled
us to abandon Gloucester Point. Then [Vol. II., p. 91] he says:
"Whether General l\IcClellan . . . would have made an early assault . .
waited to batter mff earth-works in breach . . . is questionable" [II., 91].

.

or have

We did not apprehend "battering in breach," but believed that the heavy
sea-coast rifles to be mounted in the batteries, about completed, would
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demolish our water-batteries, drive us from the intrenchments at Yorktown,
and enable the enemy to turn us by the river. J\fr. Davis qnotes from one of
his dispatches to me:
"Yom announcelllent to-clay [l\Iay 1st] that yon would withcb-aw to-morrow night takes us
by surprise, and lllust iiwolve enormous losses, including unfinished gun-boats. '\Vill the safety
of your army allow more time?" [II., 93].

J\Iy own annonncement ,n1s made April '.27th, not J\Iay 1st, and reached
Richmond in ten hours; so tho President had abnndant time to prevent the
withdrawal. 'rhe appearance of the enemy's works indicated that fire from
them might open npon us the next morning. The withdrawal just then was
to avoid waste of life. ""\Vith reganl to the property abandoned he says:
"The loss of public property, as was anticipated, was great, the steamboats expected for its
transportation not having arrived before the evacuation was made. From a narrative by General
Early I make the following extract: 'A very valuable part of the property so lost
All of om· heavy guns, includ
consisted of a very large number of picks arnl spades.
ing some recently arrived and not mountell, together with a good deal of amllllmition piled
upon the wharf, had to he left behind '" [IT., 9-!].

The steamboats he mentions were controlled in Richmond. As to the
loss of very valuable picks and spades, Colonel Henry T. Douglas, chief
engineer at Yorktown, wTote to me, J\Iay 1'.2th, 1883 :
Chamber3l,ur r�·
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"I was at Yorktown the evening before,
the evacuation commenced. I did not see
any quantity of picks and shovels there, and
cannot understand how they could have accu
mulated there when they were needed so much
from Redoubt Number Five to Lee's l\Iills
that is, 011 the extreme right of om· line."

General D. H. Rill, who connnand
\1 ed in and near Yorktown, said, in his
official report: " ,Ve lost very little
,�
•,
;
by the retreat, save some medical
-'I.J stores which Surgeon Coffin deserted
.......,,
:f
l in his flight, J\fay 1st. The heavy
I
"'
guns were all of the old navy pat
�r� ; tern."
,Ve had very little amnm
'{\! nition on hand at the time. The
�1 heavy guns could have been saved
only by holding· the place, which
-1-,
was impossible.
Mr. Davis says that General l\Ia?
sa.w 1
0Tncl
er's '' absence at this moment
b
was the more to be regretted, as it
appears that the positions of the
redoubts he had constructed [be
fore Williamsburg] were not all
RICH)IOND,
known to the commanding general"
'-1
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[II., 94]. The positions of the redoubts were "all known." But to a body
of troops serving merely as n rear-gnard, it was necessary to occupy
only those nearest the rond. A rear-gunrcl distributed in all the redoubts
intended for an army could have held none of them. The event showed that
the proper redoubts were occupied. It is singular that l\Ir. Dmris's only notice
of the conflict nt Williamsburg, in which our troops behaved admirably,
relates to a detached affair, unimportant, becnuse it had, and could have, no
influence upon the real event. l\lr. Dnvis says of General Early's account of
his attack upon Hancock at ,Villiamslmrg:
"He [Early] confidently expresses the opinion that had his attack been supported promptly
and vigorously, the enemy's force there engaged must have been capture<l" [II., !JG].

General Early sent au officer to report that there was a bnttery in front of
him which he conld take, and asked authority to do so. The message was
delivered to General Longstreet, who refened the messenger to me, ,ye being
together. I authorized the attempt, but desired the general to look carefully
first. Under the circumstances he could not have expected support, for he
moved out of reach of it.
l\Ir. Davis speaks of the employment of sub-terra shells to check a marching
column, and quotes from General Rains as follows :
"Fortunately we found in a mud-hole a broken ammunition wagon containing five loaded
shells. Four of these, armed with a sensitive fuse-primer, ,-vere planted in our rear, near some
trees cut down as obstructions to the road. A body of the enemy's cavalry came upon these
sub-term shells, and they exploded with terrific effect" [II., 97].

This event was not mentioned in General D. H. Hill's report, although
General Rains belonged to hi.s diYision, nor was it mentioned by our cavalry
which followed Hill's di,rision. Such an occurrence would have been known
to the whole army, hut it was not; so it must have been a dream of the
writer. [But seep. 201.-EDITORS.]
l\Ir. Davis says: " The next morning after the battle of the 5th, at ,Yilliams
bnrg, Longstreet's and D. H. Hill's divisions being those there engaged"
[II., 98]. But one regiment of Hill's division was engaged.
In the Federal reports of this action, it is treated as a battle in which the
whole Confederate army was engaged. It was an affair with our rear-guard,
the object of which was to secure onr baggage trains. For that it was
necessary to detain the Federal army a day, which was accomplished by the
rear-guard. In those Federal reports a victory is claimed. t The proofs
� General McClellan's statement was as follows: wounded. . . . Colonel A,crcl l was sent forward at
"Notwithstanding the report I recei,ed from General
Heintzelman during the night [of the 5th], that General
HookPr's tli,ision had suffered so much that it could not
be relied upon next day, and that Kearny's could not
do more than hold iti3 o-wn -without reenforcement�.
being satisfied that the result of Hancock's engagement
was to g-ive 118 possession of the decisi,e point of the
battle-field, during the night T countermanded the order
for the aclvance of the di,isions of Sedg-wick and Rich
ardson and directed them to return to Yorktown. . . .
On the next morning we found the enemy's position
abandoned, and occupied Fort l\Iagrnder aml the town
of Williamsburg, which was filled with the enemy's

once with a strong cavalry force to endeavor to over
take the enemy's rear-guard. Ile found se,cral guns
abandoned and picked up a large number of stragglers,
hut the condition of the roads arnl the state of his sup
plies forced him to return aft<'r advancing a few miles.
. . . The supply trains had heen forced out of the
roads on the 4th and 5th to allow troops and artillery to
pass to the front, and the roafls were now in such a state,
after thirty-six hours' continuous rain, that it was almost
impossihlc to pass e,en empty wagons o,<'r them. Gen
eral Hooker's division had suffered so se,erely that it
was in no condition to follow the enemy, c,en if the
roads had been good. Under thcRc eircumstances an
illllllediate pursuit was impossible."
EDITORS.
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are: (1) That what deserves to be called fighting ceased at least two hours
before dark, yet the Confederates held the ground until the next morning,
having slept on t11e field, and then resumed their march; (:2) that they fought
only to protect their trains, and accomplished the object; (3) that although
they nun·ched but twelve miles the day after the affair, they saw no indica
tions of pnrsnit, unless the seeing a scouting party once can so be called; (4)
that they inflicted a loss much greater than that they suffered; (5) and that
in the ten dnys follo,ving the fight they marched but thirty-seven miles. They
left fonr hundred wounded in \Villiamsbnrg, because they had no means of
transporting them. But they captured five cannon and destroyed the
carriages of five more, and took four hnndred prisoners and several colors.
l\fr. DaYi.s says:
" In the meantime, Franklin's division lrnd gone up the York River and landed a short dis
tance below West Point, on the :-;onth sil1e of York River, and moved into a thick wood in the
direction of the New Kent road, thus threatening the flank of om line of march. [l\IcClellan
wrote that the t1iYisions of Franklin, Sedgwick, Porter, and Richardson were sent from
Yorktown by ,rnter to the right bank of the Pamunkey, near "\Vest Point.- J. E. .J.] Two
brigades of General G. "\V. Smith's tlivi:;ion, Hampton's and Hood's, were detached rmcler the
command of General "\Vhiting to dislodge the enemy, which they did after a short conflict, cl.riv
ing- him through the "·ood to the protection of his gnu-boats in York River" [II., 98].

The Federal force engaged was very nmch less than a division.
l\Ir. Davis says, lower clown: "�l1ho loss of the enemy [in the battle of
,Villiamsbnrg] greatly exceeded onr own, whicl1 was about 1:200.'1 He means
exclusiYo of General Early's loss. According to General McClellan's report
his loss ·was :2:2:28. General Hooker stated under oath that his was 1700.!
Ent Kearny'F;, Conch's, and two-thirds of Smith's division, and Peck's brigade
were eugaged also; a loss of 5:28 is very small among so many.�
l\Ir. DaYis says:
"Soon after General Johnston took position on the north of the Chickahominy, accompanied
by General Lee, l rode out to his headquarters. . . . A long conversation followed, which
was so inconclnsiYe that it lasted nntil late in the night, so late that we remained until the next
morning·. As we rode back to Richmond, . . . General Lee confessed himself, as I was
unable to draw from it any more definite pmpose than that the policy was to . . . improve
his [Johnston's] position as far as practicable, and wait for the enemy to leave his gun-boats,
so that an opportunity might be offered to meet him on land" [II., 101].

I explained that I had fallen back that far to clear my left flank of the
navigable water, and so avoid haYing it turned; that as we wern too weak to
assnrne the offensive, and as the position I then held ,vas an excellent one,
I intended to await the Federal attack there. These explanations covered
the whole gronll<l, so that the President had no cause to complain, especially
as he snggested nothing· better. And he was satisfied then ; for, three days
If the enemy
later, he wrote to me by Colonel G. ,V. C. Lee: "
proceed as heretoforo indicated, your position and policy, as yon stated it in
! The total Union loss was :?:?83, and Hooker's
los�, 15,;"i. See tal,les, p. :?00.-EDlTORS.
Ji Peek's brigado (five regiments) belonged to
Coueh's uivision aml ,,as the only l,rigade of that
division which took part in the battle. Five regi-

ments of Kearny's division (2 of Birney's brigade
and 3 of Berry',;) and G of Smith's division (.Jc of
Hancock's and '.J of Davidson's) were engaged,
so the loss ( exclnsiYe of Hooker's) of 5'.JS belonged,
in fact, to only lG regiments.- EDITORS.
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EL\RTII-WORKS IN" FROXT OF WJLLLDISDURG.
FROlll Sli:ETCHES :\UDE l\lAY 6, 186�.

our last interview, seems to me to
reqnirn no moclificntiou." This is
the interview called "inconclu
sive." l\Ir. Davis says:
WTLLl.Ul A?-."D )!ARY COLLEGE, WlLLU:IISBURG, USED
AS A UNION HOSPITAL.

"After the repulse of the enemy's gun1Joats at DrC\n-y's Bluff [May 16th. 1S62],
I wrote to General Johnston a letter to be handed to him by my aide, Colonel G. W. C. Lee.
. . . I soon thereafter rode out to visit General Johnston at his headquarters, and was
surprised, in the snhmbs of Richmond, . . . to mcot a portion of the light artillery, and
to learn that the whole army had crossed the Chickahominy" [ II., 103].

The army crossed the Chickabominy immediately after the affair of
Drewry's Bluff. So that if Colonel Lee delivered a letter to me then, he of
course reported to the President that I had cros eel the river. Auel a the
army's nearest approach to Richmond was ou the 17th, his meeting with the
light nrtillery mnst have occurred that day. So one cannot understand his
surpnse.
He says on the same pnge :
"General Johnston's explanation of this (to me) nne:i-7.)ectecl movement was, that he thought
the water of the Chickahominyunhealthy. . . . He also adverted to the advantage of hav
ing· the river in front rather than in the rear of him."

The army crossed the Chickahominy because the possession of James
River by the enemy suggested the probability of a change of base to that
river. And it was nece snry that we should be so placed as to be able to
meet the United States army approaching either from York RiYer or along the
James. Water was not considered, for we did not use that of the Chicka-
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hominy; nor the position of the little stream behind us, for we had four
bridges over it. The position of SeYen Pines was chosen for the center, the
right somewhat thrown hack. But the scarcity of water induced me to draw
nearer to Richmond, ""hich was clone on the 17th.
J\fr. DaYis makes statements [II., IOG] regarding the strength of the Army
of Northeru Virginia, on the 21st and 31st of J\lay; but as he treats the sub
ject more minutely farther on, we will examine what he says [p. 153] :
"In the Archives Offices of the War Department in ·washington, there are on file some of the
field and monthly returns of the A.rmy of Northern Vi:t'ginia. . . . The following statements
have been taken from those papers by l\Iajor Walter H. Taylor, of the staff of General
Lee. . . •
'' A statement of the strength of the troops nnder General Johnston shows that on l\Iay 21st,
1862, he had present for duty, as follows: Smith's division, . . . 10,592; Longstreet's
cli."ision, . . . 13,816; l\Iagruder's division, .. . 15,680 [240 too little.- J. E. J.] ; D. H.
Hill's division, . . . 11,161 ; cavalry brigade, 1289; reserve artillery, 1160; \ total effective
men, 53,688."

Tho above is from l\lajor Taylor's memorandum given the President, made
from estimates of brigades, not from returns. Without being acenrate, it is
not far from the truth; conected as above, Magruder should be given 15,920
meu. J\Ir. DaYis continues:
"l\Iajor Taylor in his work ('Four Years with General Lee ') states: 'In addition to the
troops above enumerated, . . . there were two brigades subject to his orders, then stationed in
the vicinity uf Hanover Junction, one under the commancl of General J.H. Anderson, and the
other under the command uf General Branch. They were subsequently incorporated into the
division of General A. P. Hill.' [lHr. DaYis continues] :
He estimates the strength of
the two at 4000 effectiYe.
" . . . Pre,rions to the battle of Seven Pines, General Johnston was reenforced by General
Hnger's di,rision of three Lrigades. The total strength of these three brigades, according to the
'Reports of the Operations of the Army of N ortheru Virginia,' was 5008 effecti,·es. Taylor says:
'If the strength of these five be added to the return of l\Iay 21st, we shall have G2,696 as the
effective strength of the army nmler General Johnston on l\Iay 31st, 1862.'"

But according to General Hnger's report to me, there were 7000 men
(instead of 5008) in his three brigades, which does not exceed the ordinary
strength of brigades then (that is to say, three average brigades would have
had not less than 7000 men); and what J\lr. Davis calls two brigades of "4000
effectiYe" were, in fact, Anderson's division sent to observe McDowell's corps
at Fredericksburg, and so large that General Lee called it the army of the
North, and estimated it as 10,000 men;* and the second, Branch's brigade,
greatly strengthened to protect the railroad at Gordonsville, and estimated
by General Lee as 5000 men. J ,Vhen these troops were united on the Chick
ahominy, General Anderson's estimate of their numbers was, of the first, 9000,
and of the other, 4000; �0,000 then, and not 9008, is the m1rnber to be added
'\ According to General Johnston's memorandum
of 1\Iay 21st, ISG::?, "Official Records," Vol. :XI.,
Part III., p. 531, the reserve artillery numbered
920.-EDITORS.
I advised yon, April 23d, of certain troops
ordered to report to General Field, viz.: two regi
ments from Richmond, two light batteries, a bri
gade from South Carolina, and one from North

*"

Carolina (Anderson's), in all S000, in addition to
those [2500.-J. E. J.J preYiouslythere.''-Gen
eral Lee's letter, JI.lay 8th.-" Official Records,''
Vol. :XI., Part III., pp 500-1.-J. E. J.
J " Two brigades, one from North Carolina
(Branch's) and one from Norfolk, have been or
Llered to Gordonsville to reenforce that line."
General Lee's letter, as above.- J. E. J.
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to the return of .i\Iay :21st, 186:2, to show the cffectiYc strength of that army
:May 31st, viz., 73,928, including the correction of the number in :\Iagl'ucler's
division.
Referring to our withclra,,al from the north side of the Chickahominy to
the vicinity of Richmond, l\Ir. DaYis says:
"Remembering· a remark of General Johnston's that the Spaniards were the only people who
now undertook to hold fortified towns, I had written to him that he lmew the defense of Rich
mond must be made at a distance from it" [IL, l�O].

l\fr. Davis is mistaken. No such letter -was sent to me then. "\Ve commu
nicated with each other only orally, excepting a note he sent me to point out
that I had been absent from a skirmish the clay before. He knew that
the fact that the enemy was then
able to approach Richmond either
from York River or by the James
compelled me to prepare for either
eYe11t, by placing the arm)· near the
city. A short time before, he wTote:
"To yon it is needless to say that
the defense must be made outside of
the city.'' His next sentence, ap
proving the com·se I was pursuing,
has been quoted in connection with
what the President said of an "iucon
clnsive" conversation -with me.
l\Ir. Davis continues, a little far
ther down [II., 1�0] :
l\IAJOR-GE:\'ERAL JOHX B. MAGRUDER, C. S. A.
"It had not occurred to me that he [John
FRO,! a\ PHOTOGRAPIT.
ston] meditateclaretreatwbich would m1cover
the capital, nor was it ever suspected, until, in reading General Hood's book, published h1 1880,
the evidence was found that General Johnston, ,dien retreating from Yorktown, told his Yolun
teer aide, JUr. l\IcFarland, that 'he [Johnston] expected or intended to give up Richmond.'"

This story of l\fr. l\lcFarlancl is incredible. He, a very rich, fat old man,
could not have been an aide-de-camp. As I did not know him at all until four
years later, and then barely, he could not ha-ve been my aide-de-camp. And
lastly, I had no volunteer aide. Besides, the Confederate President ha(l abun
dant evidence that I had no such expectation, in the fact that, so far from giv
ing up Richmond, I stood between it and the Federal army for three weeks,
until I was clisablt>d by desperate wounds received in its defense. Under such
circumstances his accusation is, to say the least, Ye1-y discreditable. E. J.
Harvie, late Colonel and Assistant Inspector-General, C. S. A., now in the
",Var Records" Office, ,Vashington, in answer to my question, "Had I ever
a volunteer aide-de-camp named l\foFarlancl, or any volunteer aicle-clc-camp
after leaving Manassas, while serving in Virginia 7 " wrote me, nuder elate of
January 28th, 1885, as follows: "To my knowledge, you certainly had not.
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My position as yom· staff-officer justifies me in saying that l\lr. McFarland
was not with you in any capacity."
Surgeon A. :M. Fanntleror, in answer to my question, "Had I a volunteer
aide-de-camp in l\Iay, 186:2, especially when the army -was moving from York
town tmnlrd Richmond; or clicl yon ever in that time see an old gentleman
of Richmond, named l\IcFarlancl, about my headquarters 'f" writes:
"I ue,er did. I cannot well see how such a person could have escaped my observation, if
he was there at any time."

An.cl J. B. ,Vashingtou, president of the Baltimore and Philadelphia Rail
way, wTites me as follm,s:
"You had not ou your staff after leaving l\Iauassas a Yoluuteer aide-de-camp, especially dur
ing l\Iay, 1SG3, when the army was between Yorktowu and Richmond. I was personally
acquainted with l\lr. l\IcF,1rland of Richmond, but never saw him at our headquarters, nor heard
of his ernr ha Ying been there. Ha Ying served as aide-de-camp on yom· staff from May, lSGl,
to Fehruar.Y, lSG-!, I was in the position to know of the circumstances of which I haYe written."

l\fr. Davis says:
"Seeing no preparation to keep the enemy at a distance . . . I sent for General Lee . . .
and told him why and how I was dissatisfied with the condition of affairs. He asked me what
I thought it ,,as proper to do. . . . I answered that .:\IcClellan should be attacked ou the
other side of the Cltickahominy, before he matured his prnparations for a siege of Richmornl.
To this he promptly assented. . . . He thou said: 1 General Johnston should, of course,
advise you of what he expects or proposes to do. Let rne go and see hiw.' . . . ·when
Geneml Lee came back, he told rne that General Johnston propo::;ed, on the next Thursday, to
move again::;t tho enemy, as follows: 'General A. P. Hill was to move do1,n on the right flank
and rear of the enemy. Genernl G. W. Smith, as soon as Hill's guns opened, was to cross the
Chirkahominy at the l\foadow Bridge, attack the enemy in flank, and, by the conjunction of
the two, it was expected to double him up. Then Longstreet was to cross on the l\Iechanics
,ille bridge and attack him in front. From this plan the best results were hoped by both of
us" [II., 1�0].

It is certain that Geueral Lee could have had no such hopes from this plan,
nor have been a pnrty to it; for it would not only have sent our army where
there was no enemy, but left open the way to Richmond. For the l\Ieaclow
Bridge is :2½ miles from l\Iechanicsville, and that place about G miles above
the Federal right. So, after two-thirds of our troops had crossed the Chicka
hominy, the Federal army could have marched straight to Richmond, opposed
by not more than one-fifth of its number in l\Iagruder's and D. H. Hill's
divisions. This plan is probably the wildest on record.
As to what is described [II., 1�1], G. ,V. Smith's division was never in the
place indicated, and General Longstreet's was never on the l\Iechanicsville
road near the hriclg·e, before General Lee crossed the Chickahominy to fight
at Gaines's )Iills.
A glance at the map will show how singularly incorrect is J\Ir. Davis's
description [II., 1:2:2--3] of the vicinity of Seven Pines and of the disposition
of the Federal troops.
On the :23cl of lfoy, Keyes's Federal corps crossed to the south side of the
Chickahominy, and n detachment attacked Hatton's Confederate brigade,
which was in observation near Savage's Station. The detachment was driven
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back, and Hattou's object having been accomplished (to learn whether the
enemy had crossed the stream), he was recalled. I was advised to hold that
position with the army, but prefenecl to let the enemy advance, which would
increase the interval between his left nud the right, which was beyond the
Chickahominy. 1\foDowell's corps of 40,000 men t was then at Freder
icksburg, observed by a division under Brigadier-General J. R. Anderson;
and a large Confederate brigade, under Brigadier-General Branch, was at
Gordonsville.
On the 24th our cavalry was driven across the Chickabomiuy, principally
at 1\fechanicsville. Tllis extension of the right wing of the enemy to the
west made me apprehend that the two detachments (Anderson and Branch)
above mentioned might be cnt off. They were therefore ordered to foll
back to the Chickahominy. Near Hanover Conrt Honse the brigade was
attacked by Porter's corps and driven off, escaping ,vi.th a loss of 66 killed,
and 177 wounded, ,LS General Branch reported.! A division was formed of
Anderson's and Branch's troops, to the command of which Major-General
A. P. Hill was assigned.
That evening General Anderson sent word that his scouts left near Freder
icksburg reported that 1\fcDowell's troops were marching southward. As the
object of this march was evidently the junction of this corps with the main
army, I determined to attack l\IcClellan before l\IcDowell could join him; and
the major-generals were desired to hold their troops ready to move. Ent at
night, when those officers were with me to receive instructions for the ex
pected battle, General J. E. B. Stuart, who also hncl a detachment of cavalry
observing l\IcDowell's corps, reported that it had returned to Fredericksburg.
As my object was to bring on the inevitable battle before l\IcClellau should
receive au addition of 40,000 men to ms forces, this intelligence made me
return to my first design - that of attacking 1\IcClellan's left wing on the
"\Villiamsburg road as soon as, by advancing, it bad sufficiently iucreased its
distauce from bis right, uol'th of the Chickabominy.
The morning of the 30th, armed reconnoissauces were made nuder General
D. H. Hi1l's direction-on the Charles City road by Brigadier-General Rodes,
and on the ,Villiamsburg road by Brigadier-General Garland. The latter
found Federal outposts five miles from Richmond-or two miles west of
Seven Piucs - in sneh strength as indicated that a corps was near. Ou receiv
iug this information from General Hill, I iuformed him that he w·onld lead an
attack on the enemy next morning. Orders were gi-ven for the concentration
of twenty-two of our twenty-eight brigades against 1\IcClellan's left wing,
about two-fifths of his al'my. Onr six other brigades were guarding the rive!·
from New Bridge to J\Ieaclow Bridge, on our extreme left. Longstreet and
Huger were directed to conduct their clivisions to D. H. Hill's position on the
Williamsburg road, and G. ,V. Smith to march with bis to the junction
.!, l\IcDo"ell says, l\Iay :.l2d, 1862, "Official Rec
ords," Vol. XII., Part III., p. 21-!, that he would re
quire subsistence for 38,000 men. This included
both effectives and non-effectives. A fair deduction
would leave McDowell about 35,000 comhatant:s, to

compute by the basis on which the Confe<lerate gen
ends always estirnate,l their strength.- EDITORS.
!ExclusiYe of the loss of the '.JSth No1th Caro
lina, of Laue's command, which as far as reported
was 7 killed and 15 wounded.-EDIT0RS.
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of the Nine-mile road with the New
Bridge road, where Magruder was with
four brigades.
Longstreet, as ranking officer of the
troops on the ,Villiamsbnrg road, was
instructed verbally to form D. H. Hill's
division as first line, and his own as
second, across the road at right angles,
and to advance in that order to attack
tho e11emy ; while Hnger's division
should march hy the right flank along
the Charles City road, to fall npon the
enemy's flank when our troops were
engnged with him in front. Federal
earth-works and ahatis that might be
fonnd were to be tnrned. G. ,V. Smith
"as to protect the troops under Longstreet from attack by those of the
J11A.JoR-GExEr..\1, nE:-.J.nm.· nuGER. c. s. A.
FRO)! A PnoToGHAPII.
Federal right wing across the Chickahominy; and, if such trnusfer should not he threatened, he was to fall upon
the enemy on the "Williamsburg road. Those troops were formed in four
lines, each being a division. Casey's was a mile west of Seven Pines, with a
line of skirmishers a half mile in advance ; Couch's was at Seven Pines and
Fait· Oaks- the two forming Keyes's corps. Kearny's division was near
Savage's Station, and Hooker's two miles we. t of Bottom's Bridge - the two
forming Heintzelman's corps.
Longstreet's command of the right was to encl when the troops approached
SeYen Pines and I should he present to direet the movements, after which
each major-genernl would command his own division. The rain beg·an to fall
-violently in the afternoon of the 30th, and continued all night. In the morn
ing the little streams near our camps were so much swollen as to make it
probable that the Chickahominy was overflmYing its banks and cutting the
communication between the wings of the Federal nrmy. Being confident that
Longstreet and D. H. Hill, with their forces united, would be successful in the
earlier part of the adion against adversaries formed in several lines, with wide
intervals between them, I left the immecliate control on the "\Villiamsburg road
to them, under general instructions, and placed myself on the left, where I
could soonest learn of tho approach of Federal reenforcements from their
right. For this scont were sent forward to discover all movements that
might be made by the enemy.�
Tho condition of the ground and little streams delayed the troops in march
ing; yet those of Smith, Longstreet, and Hill were in position quite early
enough. But the soldiers from Norfolk, who had seen garrison service only,
_lJ The map of Seven Piues, printeu with t.bis
paper in "The Centmy Magazine" for l\Iay, 1S85,
was prepared by the editors, and has been can-

celed because of iuconectness as to the positions
of tho opposing forces on tho night of l\Iay 31st,
as well as ou the morning of June lst.-EDITORS.
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were unnecessarily stopped in their march by a swollen rivulet. This unex
pected delay led to interchange of messages for several hours between General
Longstreet and myself, I urging Longstreet to begin the fight, he replying.
But, near � o'clock, that officer was requested to go forward to the attack; the
hands of my watch marked 3 o'clock at the report of the first field-piece.\ The
Federal advanced line-a long line of skirmishers, supported by several regi
ments-was encountered at 3 o'clock. The greatly superior numbers of the
Confederates soon drove them back to the main position of Casey's division.
It occupied a line of rifle-pits, strengthened by a redoubt and abatis. Here
the resistance was very obstinate; for the Federals, comnrnnclecl by an officer
of skill and tried courage, fought as soldiers generally do under goocl leaders;
and time and vigorous efforts of superior numbers were required to drive
them from their ground. But the resolution of Garland's and G. B. Ander
son's brigades, that pressed forward on our left through an open field, under a
destructive fire, the admirable service of Carter's and Boudnrant's batteries, and
a skillfully combined attack upon the Federal left, under General Hill's direction,
by Rodes's brigade in front and that of Rains in flank, were at last successful,
and the enemy abandoned their intrenclnnents. Just then reenforcements
from Couch's division came up, and an effort was made to recover the position.
But it was to no purpose; for two regiments of R.. H. Anderson's brigade
reenforced Hill's troops, and the Federals were chiven back to Seven Pines.
Keyes's corps (Casey's and Couch's divisions) ,,·as united at Seven Pines
and reenforced by Kearny's division, coming from Savage's Station. But the
three divisions were so vigorously attacked by Hill that they were broken aucl
driven from their intrenehments, the greater part along the \Yillinmsbnrg
road to the intrenched line west of Savage's Station. Two brigades of their
left, however, fled to \Vhite Oak Swamp.
General Hill pursued the enemy a mile; then, night being near, he re-formed
his troops, facing toward the Federals. Longstreet's and HngPr's divisions,
coming up, were formed between Hill's line and Fair Oaks.
For some cause the disposition on the Charles City road was modified. Two
of General Huger's brigades were ordered to advance along that road, with
three of Longstreet's nuder Brigadier-General \Vileox. After following that
road some miles, General Wilcox received orders to conduct his troops to the
\Villiamsbnrg road. On entering it, he was ordered to the front, and two of
his regiments joined Hill's troops near and approaching Seven Pines.
When the action just described began, the musketry was not heard at my
position ou· the Niue-mile road, from the unfavorable condition of the air;
and I supposed for some time that we were hearing only an artillery dnel.
But a staff-officer was sent to ascertain the facts. He rehu-ned at 4 o'clock
with intelligence that our infantry as well as artillery had been engaged an
hour, and all were pressing on vigorously. As no approach of troops from
beyond the Chickahorniuy had been discovered, I hoped that the enemy's
'\ General D. H. Hill, who directed the onset,
says in bis report: "At 1 o'clock the signal guns
were fired, and my division moved off in fine style."

In their reports, the Union commanders name
1:3: 30 and 1 o'clock as the time of the Confederate
attack.-EDITORS.
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bridges were impassible, and therefore desired General Smith to move toward
Seven Pines, to be ready to cooperate with onr right. He moved promptly
along the Nine-mile road, and his leading regiment soon became engaged with
the Federal skirmishers and their reserves, ancl in a few minutes drove them off.
On my way to Longstreet's left, to combine the action of the two bodies of
troops, I passed the head of General Smith's column near Fair Oaks, and
saw the camps of about a brigade in the
angle between the Nine-mile road and
the York River Railroad, and the rear
of a column of infantry moving in
quick time from tlrnt point toward the
Chickahominy by the road to the Grape
vine ford. A few minutes after this, a
battery near the point where this in
fantry had disappeared commenced fir
ing upon the head of the Confederate
column. A regiment sent against it
was received with a volley of musketry,
as well as canister, and recoiled. The
leading brigade, commanded by Colonel
Law, then advanced, and so nmch
strength was de-veloped by the enemy
that General Smith brought his other
LIEUTENANT-GENERAL DANIEL H. IIILL, C. S. A.
brigades into action on the left of
FRml A PIIOTOGltAPH.
Law's. An obstinate contest began,
and was maintained on equal terms, although we engaged superior numbers
on ground of thei r own choosing.
I had passed the railroad a few lnmdred yards with Hood's brigade when
the firing commenced, and stopped to see it terminated. But being confident
that the enemy opposi.ng us were those whose camp I had just seen, and there
fore only a brigade, I did not clonbt that General Smith was more than strong
enough to cope ·with them. Therefore, General Hood was directed to go on in
snch a direction :.,s to connect his right ·with Longstreet's left and take his
antagonists in flank. The direction of that firing was then nearly south-west
from Fair Oaks. It was then about 5 o'clock.
In that position my intercom·se with Longstreet was maintained through
staff-officers, who were assisted by General Stuart of the cavalry, which was
then unemployec1; their reports were all of steady progress.
At Fair Oaks, however, no advantage was gained on either side, and the
contest was continued with unflagging courage. It was near half-past 6
o'clock before I admitted to myself that Smith was engaged, not with a
brigade, as I had obstinately thought, bnt with more than a division ; bnt I
thought that it ·wonld be injudicious to engage l\Iagruder's division, our only
reserve, so late in the day.
The firing was theu violent at Seven Pines, and within a half hour the
three Federal di visions were broken and driven from their position in con-
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fusion. It was then evident, however, from the obstinacy of our adversaries
at Fair Oaks, that the battle would not be decided that day. I said so to the
staff-officers near me, and told them that each regiment must sleep where it
might be standing when the firing ceased for the night, to be ready to renew
it at dawn next morning.
About half-past 7 o'clock I received a musket-shot in the shoulder, and was
1rnhorsed soon after by a heavy fragment of shell which struck my breast.
I was borne from the field-first to a house on the roadside, thence to
Richmond. The firing ceased before I had been carried a mile from it. The
conflict at Fair Oaks was terminated by darkness only.
l\Ir. Davis's account of what he saw and did at Fair Oaks (II., 123)
indicates singular ignorance of the topography of the Yicinity, as well as of
what was occmTing. He says that the enemy's line was on the bank of the
river. It was at right angles to and some three miles from it. He says that
soon after his anival I was brought from the right wounded. This proves
that his "anival" was near sunset. He also describes the moving of reen
forcements from the left to the right. This was not being done. The right
was abm1dantly strong. He says that he made a reconnoissance - then sent
three couriers one after the other, with an order to l\Iagruder "to send a
force" by the ·wooded path under the bluff, to attack the enemy in flank and
reverse. If the first courier had been dispatched before the reconnoissance,
and delivered the order to Magruder promptly, his "force," marching little
more than a mile by the straight Nine-mile road, could scarcely have come
up before dark. The route described would have been (if found) five or six
miles long.
The only thing he ought to have done, or had time to do, was postponed
almost twenty hours -the putting General Lee, who was near, in command
of the army.
The operations of the Confederate troops in this battle were very much
retarded by the broad ponds of rain-water,-in many places more than knee
deep,-by the deep mud, and by the dense woods and thickets that covered
the ground.
Brigadier-General Hatton was among the killed, and Brigadier-Generals
Pettigrew and Hampton were severely wounded. The latter kept his saddle,
and served to the end of the action. Among the killed on the Williamsbm'g
road were Colonels 1\Ioore, of Alabama, Jones, and Lomax. In the two days'
battle, the Confederate loss, so far as the reports indicate, was 6134 (includ
ing the loss in G. W. Smith's division, which was 1283); and the Federal loss,
according to the reYised returns, was 5031.
Prisoners to the number of 350, 10 pieces of artillery, 6700 muskets and
rifles in excellent condition, a garrison flag and 4 regimental colors, medical,
commissary, quartermaster and ordnance stores, tents and sutler's property,
were captured and secured.
The troops on the ground at nightfall were: on the Confederate side, 22
brigades, more than half of which had not been in action; and on the Federal
side 6 divisions in 3 corps, two-thirds of which had fought, and half of which
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BURYING THE DEAD, AND BURNING UORSES, AT THE TWIN HOUSES NEAR CASEY'S REDOUBT, AFTER THE SECOND DAY'S FIGHT,
J,'ROM A SKETCH JIIADE ,\T TIIE TIME,

MANASSAS TO SEVEN PINES.

217

had been totally defeated. Two Federal
divisions were at Fair Oaks, and three
and a half at Savage's, three miles off,
and half a one two miles nearer Bot
tom's Bridge. The Southern troops
were united, and in a position to over
whelm.either fraction of the Northern
army, w�1ile holding the other in check.
Officers of the Federal army have
clainied a victory at Seven Pines. The
Confederates had snch eYiclences of
victory as cannon, captured intrench
rnents, and not only sleeping on the
field, but passing the following clay
there, so little disturbed by the Federal
tr.oops as to gather, in woods, thickets,
mnd, and water, 6700 nrnskets and
)IAJOR-GENEIUL GUST.\VUS W. S)IlTH, C. S. A.
rifles.* Besides, the Federal army
FRO)! A l'IIOTOGRAPII.
had been advancing steadily until the
day of this battle; after it they made not another step forward, bnt employed
themselves industriously in intrenching.
In a publication of mine ["Johnston's Nanative i,] made in 187J, I at
tempted to show that General Lee did not attack the enemy until June �Gtb,
because he was engaged from Jnne 1st nntil then in forming a great army,
bringing to that which I had commmH1ed 15,000 men from North Carolina
under General Holmes, 22,000 from Sonth Carolina and Georgia, and above
16,000 in the divisions of Jackson and Ewell. l\Iy authority for the 15,000
was General Holrnes's statement, l\Iay 31st, that he had that number wait
ing the President's order to join me. \Vhen their anivnl was annonncecl, I
supposed the number was as stated.
General Ripley, their best-infonnerl and senior officer, was my authority
for the 2�,000 from South Carolina and Georgia. I thonght, as a matter of
course, that all of these troops had been lJronght np for the great crisis. l\Ir.
Davis is eager to prove that but 2 of the J bodies of them came to Richmorn1
in time. One who, like me, had opportnnity to observe that l\Ir. Davis was
almost invariably too late in reenforcing threatened from nnthreatenec1 points,
has no apology for the assumption that this was an exception. General Rip
ley reported officially that he brought 5000 from Charleston, and explained
in writing that, arriving before them, he "-as assigned to the command of

*

The Union position at Fair Oaks was, iu gen
eral, maintained ou both days of the battle. Part of
the field east of Seven Pines (but uot Casey's camp,
which was west) was regained ou the second tlay
by General Heintzelman, who reported that "onr
troops pushed as far forward as the battle-field of
the previous clay, ,,here they found many of our
wonndecl antl those of the enemy." General Daniel
E. Sickles, who advanced to Casey's camp on June
VOL. II. 15

:M, the Confederates haying withdrawn in the night,
states in his report that "the fields were strewn
with Enfield rifles, marked' Tower, 1862,' and mus
kets, rnarkeLl 'Virginia,' thrown away by the enemy
in his hurried retreat. In the camp occupied Ly Gen
ern l Casey and General Couch en Saturday beforp
the battle of SeYen Pines, we found rebel caissons
filled with ammunition, a large number of small
arms and several baggage wagons."- EDITORS.
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the brigade of 2366, his 5000 beiug distributed as they arrived in detachments.
General Lawton stated in writing that he bronght about 6000 men from
Georgia to the Valley; but as they had never marched before, they were
incapable of moving at Jackson's rate, and he estimated that 2500 had been
unable to keep their places when they arriYed at Gaines's Mill, where, as he
states, he had 3500. Ent the laggards rejoined him in two or three days.
I estimated Jackso11's and Ewell's forces at 16,000, because Ewell told me
that his was 8000, aud Jackson's had been usuaJly about twenty-five per cent.
larger. l\fr. Dmis puts the joint force at 8000. His authority has stated it
also at 12,000 (see "Personal Reminiscences of General Lee," p. 6), and this
is for below the fact. J\iy object in this is to show that I consulted resped
able authorities. l\fr. Davis proves that his forces were not well employed.
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1862.

The composition, losses, awl strength of eacll army as here state,! g-iYe the gist of all the ,lata obtainaule in the Official
Records. K stautls fur kille,l; w fu1• wonn,le,l; m w for mortally wunutlcd; m for ca11ture,l or missing; c fur cnpt,nred.

THE UNION AR.l\IY.

Major-General George E. :;\IeClelJan.
SECONDARJ\IY COTIPS,Brig.-Gen.Eclwin \".Suumcr.
Brig.-Geu. Israel B. Riehard�on.
Firsl Brigade, Brig.-Gen. Oli\-er 0. Howard (w), Cul.
ThomaR J. Parker: &th N. ll., Col. E. E. Cross (w),
Lient.-C'ol. Sanmel G. L:nip;ley; Glst N. Y., C'ol. Francis
C'. Barlow; 64th N. Y., Cul. T. J. Parl,er, Capt. Rufu�
\\'ashl.Jnru ; 81Ht 1':t., Cul. James .i\liller (Ii:), Licut.-Cul.
Charles F. Johnson. Brigmle loHs: k, 95; '1', 398; m,
64=557. Sccontl Briyudc, Brig.-Geu. Thomas F. l\Ieaghcr: 63ll N. Y., Col. John Burke; 69th N. Y.. Col. Rol.Jert
Nugeut; 88th N. Y., Lieut.-Col. Patriek Kelly. Brigade.
lOS!<: k, 7; w, 31; m, 1 =39. Thi,·tl Rl'igcule, Brig.-Gen.
\\'illimu If. French: 52d N. Y.. Cul. Paul Fr:ml,; mih N.
Y., Col.Samuel K. Zook; G6thN. Y., Col. Jose1 1h C. Piuel,uey; 53d Pa., Col. .Johu R Brooke. Brigade loss: k.
32; w, 188; Ill, 22= 242. A1·li11ery, Capt. G. W. Hazzard:
B, l�t. X. Y.. Capt. J:urn� D. Pettit ; G, IM N. Y., Capt.
Jobn D. Frank; A undC, 4th U.S., Capt. G. W. Hazzard.
SECOXD l>IVISIOX, Brig.-Gcu. John Scdg\\ick.
Firsl Brigade, Brii;.-neu. Willis A. Gol'luau; 15th lllass.,
Lient.. -Col. John \\'. Kitullall; 1st l\liun., Col. Alfred
Snlly; 34th N. Y., Col. .Tami's A. Suiter; 82d N. Y., <2tl
J\Iilitia), Lil'nt.-Col. Henry W. Hudson; Tst Co. IIIa.s.
Sharp-sheoters, Capt. ,John Saumlcrs; 2d Co. l\liun.
Sharp-shooters, Capt.. William F. Russell. Brigade loss:
k,40; w, 153; m,3=106. Second Briyadc,Brig.-Geu.William \Y. BuruR: 69tb ra., Col. JoAhna T. Owen; 71st ra.,
Mnj. Charl<'H W. Smith; 72<1 Pa., Col. De \\'Ht C. Baxter;
106th Pa., Cul. Turner G. l\Iorcbcad. Brigade loss: k,
5; w, 30= 35. Tliird Rriyrtdc, Brig.-Geu. N. J. T. Dana:
19th l\Inss.• Cul. Edwarrl W. Hinks; 20th l\lass., Col. W.
Raymoud Lee; 7th lllich., Col. Irn n. Gros"Yeuor, l\Ia,i.
John H. RichardHon ; 42dN. Y., Col. E. C. Charles. Brigacle loss: k, 16; w. 95 = Ill. .A1·li11cry, Col. Charles H.
Tol!lpk.ins: A, Ist R. T.. Capt. John A. Tompkins; B,
1st 1{. I., Capt. Walter 0. :Cartlctt; G, 1st R. I., Capt.
CharlcA D. Owen; I. I�t U. R., Lieut. Edmuu<l Kirby.
Artillery loss: Ir, 1; w, 4 =5. Cw·ctlry: K, 6th N. Y.,
Capt. I:iley .Jolrn�un.
THJI!D ATI:;\IY CORPS, nrig.-Geu. S. r. Heiutzebuau
(eonnn:11Hl<'tl tho Thin! ancl Fonrtll Corps, eombinl'cl).
SEC0:-.1> l>l\'J;a.Jox, Bri.a:.-Gen . .Jo". Hooker. Staft'loss: w, I.
Sccoud Briy((dc, Drig.-<ku. Danid E. f'ickl<':S; 70th N.
Y. (l�t Ex,·elsiur), llfa,i. Thomas Ilolt; 71st X. Y. (2tl Ex•
eel�ior). Cul. George 1:. n:111; 7�cl X. Y. (3cl Exeelsior),
Col. Xelson TaJ·lor: 73d N. Y. (4th Excelsior},l\Iaj. Johu
D. l\lorinrty, Capt. Ch:irlos n. Elliott.: 7Hh N. Y. (5th
Excelsior). Col. CJ.1:1rh•� K. G rabam. Brigade loss: k,
7; w, 61; m, 6=7L Thi1·,l Brigade, Bi·ig.-Geu. Frnucis
E. Patterson, Col. Saurnc·l H. Starr: 5th N. J., Col.
FIRST l>lYISIOX,

Samnel II. Starr; l\Iaj. John Ramsey; 6th N. J., Col.
Gershom lllott. Brigade loss; k, �; w, 67; IU, 3 = 79 . .Arlil/cry, l\Iaj. Charles S. Wainwright: D, 1st N. Y., Capt.
Thos. W. Osl.Jom; 6th N. Y., Capt. Walte1· l\I. Drawhall.
TIIlRl> l>IYISIO�, Brig-Gen. P!Jil. Kearny. Statf!o!<S: w, 1.
Pirsl 1/rigwlc, nrig.-Gen. CllarlesD. Jnmesou: 87th N.
Y., Col. St.c1ihcu A. Dodge (W), Lient.-Col. nichanl A.
Bal'11ia; 57th Pa., Col. Charles T. Campbell (w), LieutCol. E. \Y. \\'oolls; 63d Pa., Col. Alexander IIays ; 105th
Pa., Col. Amor A. l\lcKnight (w). Brigade loss: k, 86;
w, 2n; m, 36= H�. Second Brigade, Brig.-Gcu. D:n·id
B. Birney, Col. J. IL II. Ward; 3il l\Ie.. Col. Ilcnry G.
Sta11les; 4th l\Ie., Col. Elijah Wn!ker; 38th N. Y., Col. J.
II. II. Ward, l\Iaj. William II. Baird; 40thN.Y.,Licut.-Col.
Thomas W. Egan. Brigade loss: k, 23; ", 174; Ill, IO= 207.
Third Rrig adc. Brig.-Gen. Hiram G. Berry: 2cl l\Iich .•
Col. Orlando l\J. Poe; 3d l\Iich., Col. S. G. Clrnmpliu (w),
Licnt.-Col. A. A. StcYcus; 5th l\lich., Col. Henry D.
Terry; 37th N. Y., Lieut-Col. Gilbert Riordan (tClll]lOr:uily), Col. Samuel B. Haylllan. Brigade loss: k, 84; w,
344; m, 36 = 464.
FOURTH Alll\IY CORPS, Brig.-Gen. E. D. Keyes .
(!ai·alry, 8th l'a ., Cul. D. lllel\l. Gregg. Loss: w, 2; lll,
2 = 4.
FIRST DI VISION, Brig-.-Gcu. D.N. Couch. Staff loss: w, I.
Pirsl Btiy11dc, Brig.-Gcu. Jobn J. Peck: 55th N. Y.,
Lient.-Col. Louis Thourot; 62d N. Y., Col. J. Lafayette
Riker (k), Licnt.-Col. D:ffid J. NeYiu; 93d N. Y., Col. J.
l\T. l\IcCarte.r (w), Capt. Jolm E. Arthur; I0�d ra., Col.
Thoma� A. Rowky (w), Lient.-Col. J. l\I. Kinkead. Brigade los�: 1,, 47; w, 236; m, 64 = 347. Second Brigade,
Brig.-Gen. John J. Abercrombie: 65th N. Y. (1st U. S.
ChasscnrH}, Col. John Cochrane; 67th N. Y. (1st Long
Islall<l), Col. .Tnlins W. Adam�; 23il Pa., Col. Thomas H.
Neill; 31st ra., Col. Da,id H. Williams; 61st Pa., Col.
Oliver II. Tiippcy (I,}, Ca11t. Robert L. Orr. Brigade loss:
k, 124; w, 433; m,67=624.
Thi1·rl Rriy(l(/C, Tirig.-Geu. Charles DeYeus, Jr. (wl,
Col. Charles II. Iuues; 7th 111:is,., Col. DaYicl A. Rn�sell;
10th 111a,�.. Col. Henry S. Brig.gs (w), Capt. Ozro Miller;
36th X. Y .. Col. Charles H. Inues, Lieut.-Cel. D. E. II1111gerforcl. Brigade loss: k, 34; w, 136; m, 8 = 178. .Arlil/cry, l\Iaj. I!ohcrt l\I. \\'ei,t: C, l"t. Pa., Capt. Jcrerniall
llkCarthy; D, 1st P:i., Capt. Edward H. Flood; E, 11,t Pa.,
Capt. Theodore llliller; H, 1st l'n., Capt. James Bra,ly.
Artillery loss: k, 2; w, 12= H.
SECOXll Dl\'18!0:-., Erig.-Gcu.Silas Casey.
l'rO'l·osl Gwrnl: w, 1; m, 2 =3.
First Bi-igatlc, Brig.-Geu. Henry 1\1. Naglee: 11th l\le.,
Col. Harris l\l. Plaisted; 56th N. Y., Lieut.-Col. James
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Jourdan; 100th N. Y., Col. James 111. Brown (k); 52d Pa.,
Col. John C. Dodge, Jr.; 104th Pa., Col. W. W. JI. DaYis
(w), Capt. Edward L. Rogers. Brigade loss: k, 89; w,
383; m, 167 = 639. Seeo11cl B1·igacle, Brig.-Gen. Henry \Y.
Wessells: 96th N. Y., Col. James Fairman: 85th Pa., Col.
Joshua B. Howell; lOist Pa., Lieut.-Col. David B. l\Iorris
(w), Capt. Charles W. l\Iay; 103d Pa., l\Iaj. .A. W. Gazza 111.
Brigade loss: k, 35; w, 264; m, 59= 358. Third Brigade,
Brig.-Gen. Innis N. Palmer: 81st N. Y., LiPut.-Col. Jacob
J. De Forest (w), Capt. W. C. Raulston; 83th N. Y., Col.
J. S. Belknap; 92d N. Y., Col. Lewis C. Hunt (w), Lieut.-
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Col. Hiram .Anderson, Jr.; 98th N. Y., Lient.-Col. Charles
DnrkPe. Brigade loss: k, 46; w, 251 ; m, 95= 392. .Artil
lCJ'y, Col. Guilfor(l D. Bailey (k), l\Iaj. D. lI. Van Valken
hurgh (k), Capt. Peter C. RPgan: .A, 1st N. Y., Lieut.
George P. Hnrt; II, 1st N. Y., Capt. Joseph Spratt (W),
Lieut. Charles E. lllink; 7th N. Y .. Capt. J'f'ter C. 11Pgan;
8th N. Y., Capt. Butler Fiteh. .Artillery loss: k. 7; w,
28; m. 2= 37. Umttlaeliecl: E, 1st U. S. Artillery, Lieut.
Alanson l\I. Randol. Loss : k, 1; w, 3 = 4.
The total Union loss (Re,ised Oflicial RPtums) was 790
killed, 3594 woundrd, and 647 capturerl or missing= 50.31.

THE CONFEDERATE AR.l\IY.
General Joseph E. Johnston (w); lllajor-General Gnslan1s W. Smith; General Rohert E. Lee.
RIGHT "'IXG, l\Iajor-General James Longstreet.
Capt. John N. Wilcox; 4th N. C., l\Iaj. Bryan GrimeR;
LONGSTREET'S Dl\'ISIOS, Brig.-Gen. Richartl H. .Ander- 49th Va.. Col. William Smith (w). BrigadP loss: k. 149;
w, 680; m. 37 = 8GG.
son (temporarily).
Kemper's Brigade, Col. James L. Kemper: 1st Ya.: 7th IIUGER'S mnsroN, Brig.-Gen. Benjamin Huger.
Va.; 11th Va.; 17th Va., Col. l\I. D. Corse. Anclerson's (R.
Arm is/earl's Brigade, Brig.-Gen. Lewis .A. .Armistead:
H.) Brigade, Col. lllicah Jenkins: 5th S. C., Col. J. R.R. 5th Ya. BattaUon; 9th \'a., Col. D. J. Godwin (w); 14th
Giles (k), Lieut.-Col. A. Jackson: 6th S. C., Col. John Ya.; 53d \'a., Col. If. B. TomUn. Jialwne's Brigade,
Bratton (w and c), Lieut.-Col. J. 111. Steedman.; Palmetto Rrig.-Gen. WilUam l\Iahone: Sd Ala., Col. Tennent Lo
(S. C.) Sharp-shooterR, lllaj. William Anderson; Ya. Rat- max (k); 12th Ya.; 41st Ya. Blc111ehc1rtl's Brigade, Erig.
tery, Capt. Robert 111. StribUng. Piel.ell's Brigade, Brig.- Gen. .A. G. Blanchard: 3d Ga.; 4th Ga.; 22(1 Ga.: 1st La,
Gen. George E. Pickett: 8th Va., Lirnt.-Col. N. Berkeley;
.\RTILLERY mot )Jrenonsly mentioned 1 : La. Battery,
18th Va., Col. R. E. Withers; 1901 Va.. Col. John R. Capt. Yid.or l\Ianrin; Ya. Battery, Capt. DaYid Watson.
Strange; 28th Ya., Col. William Watts; Ya. BattPrJ-,
Total loss of th<> I:ight Wing, as reported hy Gen. Long
Capt. James Dearing. Brigade loss: k and w, 350. Tri/- :<treet: 816 kille,1, 3739 \Youmlecl, arnl 29G missing= 4851.
eox's Brigacle, Brig.-Gen. Cadmus 111. \Yilcox: 9th Ala..
LEFT WING, lliajor-Gf>neral Gnstayus W. · Smith.
Lient.-Col. Stephen F. Hale; 10th Ala., :\Iaj. J. J. Wood- Couriers: Capt. R. W. Cartpr's Co. 1st \'n. Cn".
ward; nth Ala., Col. Sydenharn l\Ioore (rn w); 19th S)IITH's 1,rnsro::-., Brig.-Gen. W. II. C. Whiting (tempolliiss.. l\Iaj. John l\Iullins. Brigade loss: k aml w. 110.
rarilJ-).
Colslo11's Brigade, Erig.-Gen. R. E. Cobton: 13th N. C.;
Trl1iti11g's Brigade, Col. E. lllel,er Law: 4th Ala.: 2d
14th N. C. ; 3d Va. Pryor's Brigade, Brig.-Gen. Hoger A. l\Iiss,: 11th llliss.; Gth N. C. Brigacle loss: k, 28; w,
Pryor: 8th Ala.; Hth Ala.: 14th Ln.
28G; m, 42= 346. lloor/'s Brigade, nrig.-Gen. John B.
IIILL'S DffISIOS, l\Iaj.-Ge11. Daniel H. Hill.
Ifood: 18th Ga., Col. W. T. Wofford, or Lient.-Col. S. Z.
Garlwul's Brigwle, Brig.-Gen. Samuel Garland, Jr.: Rufi'; 1st T<'x., Col. .A. T. Tiainey: 4th Tex., Col. John
2,1 Fla., Col. E. A. Perr�r ; 2d llliss. Dattalion, Lieut.-Col. l\Iarshall; 5th Tex., Col. James J. .Arc-hPr, ErigadP loss:
John G. Taylor; Gth N. C.. Col. D. K. l\IcHae, l\Iaj. l'. .J. w, 13. Hampton's Brigade, Brig.-Grn. Wade Hampton,
Sinclair; 23rl N. C.. Col. Daniel IT. Christie, Lient.-Col. (w): 14th Ga.; 19th Ga.; lGth N. C.; Hampton (S. C.) LP
R. D. Johnston (w); 24th Ya.. lllaj. Riehartl L. l\Iaury (w); gion, Lin1t.-Col. llf. \Y. Gary. Brigade loss: k, 45: w,
38th Ya., Col. E. C. Edmonds; Ala. Battery, Capt. J. \Y. 28-1=329. llrtllon's Brigade, Brig.-Gen. Robert Hatton
Rondnrant. Brigade loss: k, 98; "• GOO; 111, -12= 740. (k): 1st Tenn.: 7th Tenn.: Hth Tenn. Brigade loss: k,
Rodes's Brigade, Brig.-Gen. R. E. Hodes (W), Col. John 44; w, 187; m, 13= 2-14. l'etti1;rcu•'s Brigade, Brig.-Gen.
B. Gortlon: 5th Ala., Col. C. C. Pegues; 6th .Ala., Col. J. J. Pctti_g-rew (W nrnl c): Arkansas Battalion; 35th
John B. Gortlon; 12th Ala.. Col. r.. T. Jones (k), Lieut.- On.: 22,1 N. C.; 47th Ya. Brigade loss: k, 47; w, 2-10;
Col. B. B. Gayle; 12th l\Ii,;s., Col. W. H. Taylor; 4th Ya. m, 54= 341.
Battalion, Capt. C. C. Otey (kl, Capt. John R. Baghy;
The "Official neconls" indicate that Scmmes's and
Va. Battery, Capt. Thomas H. Cmier. Brigade loss: k, Griffith's brigades were in poRitinn for action, hut were
241; w, 853; m, 5= 1099. Rains's B1·igwle, Brig.-Gen. not actually engaged. The total loss of the LPft Wing, as
Gabriel J. Rains: 13th Ala., Col. D. B. Fry (w); 26th reported by General Smith, was 1G4 killed, 1010 wounded,
Ala., Col. E . .A. O'Neal (W); 6th Ga.: 2:J(l Ga. Fertll1erslo11's and 109 missing= 1283. The a!sgregate Confederate loss
Brigade, Col. George B. Anderson : 27th Ga., Col. Le,·i on l\Iay 31st ancl Jnne 1st was 980 h'illed, 47-19 wounded,
B. Smith (w), Lieut.-Col. Charles T. Zachry; 28th Ga., and 405 missing= Gl34.

RELATIVE STRENGTH OF THE OPPOSING FORCES.

The following synopsis, from the '' Records" and
other data, is by General Gustavus iY. Smith:

The Union Army numbered 98,008, of which ahont
5000 WP.re on detached sernce: "Present for duty,"
Sumner's Corps, 17,412; Heintzelman's Corps, 16,99�;
Keyes's Corps, 17,132; Porter's Corps, 17,546; Franklin's
Corps, 19,580; Engineers, Ca,,alry aun Pro,ost Guartl.
-1767. Eaeh corps was composed of two dinsions of
nearly equal strength.
The aggrPgate present for duty in the three Union
Corps that were engnged was 51,543. The nnmber •· in
close action" on the Willinmshnrg road, l\Iay 31st, was
about 11,853, with full complement of artillery; these
included 4253 in Casey's di,ision, abont 4000 in Couch'><
dinsion, and about 3600 in Kearny's dinsion. Near
Fair Oaks, there were engaged ahout 9000, with 10 pieces
of artillery: these inclmled Sedg-wiek's cl i,ision, about
7000, nml 4 regiments of Couch's dinsion, about 2000.
The Union troops engaged, June 1st, m1mberecl about
14,000: Richardson's di,ision, about 7000, with 4 lrnt
terics; 1 brigade of Kearny's dinsion, about 1500; and

1 brigade and 2 regiments of Hooker's di,ision, about
3500; there was no artillery with KParny and Hooker.
Genrral Johnston estimates the strength of his army
at 73,928. Other authorities place it at 62,696. The
"Oflicial Records '' show that, on the 21st of llla�-.
Johnston's armJ· was 53,688: Smith's tli,ision, 10,592;
Lonµ:street's division, 13,81G; .:llagrmler's ,linsion
(inelmling D. IL Jour-s's divi><ion), 15,920: D. H. Hill's
di\ision, 11,151; ca,alry and resen·e artillerJ·, 2209.
Before l\Iay 31st, this force wns increased by the arri,al
of A. P. Hill's clinsion (estimaterl >, 4000, and Huger's
,liyision (estimated!, 5008. One of the fiye brigades of
D. H. Hill's di,ision was ,letaehed hefore lllay 31st.
The aggregate of the -1 Confederate dinsions engagPd
wns about 39,000. The nnmber "in close aC'tion" on the
'\Yilliamslmrg road, l\Iay 3l�t. was about 9520, with 2
bntteries-inclmling7580 inD. II. Bill's di'lision, and 1950
of Long-Btreet's dhision. Near Fair Oaks, -1 brigades of
G. w. Smith's di,ision (under Whiting), 8670; no artillery.
The number of Confederates engaged, June 1, was about
8300: in Hnµ:er's dinsion about 3300; in Longstreet's di
,ision, about 5000. No artillery was ad,anced into action.

TWO DAYS OF BATTLE AT SEVEN PINES J (FAIR OAKS).
BY GUSTA YUS W. S}IITH. l\IAJOR-GENEI1AL, C. S. A.

here the ,Villiams1rnrg "old stage" road is inter,,,,_�---~"'"'""-";:;,· \�--�- sected b? the Nine-mile road, at a
point seven miles east of Richmond,
,vas fought the first great contest be
tween tho Confederate Army of North
ern Yirgi11ia and the Federal Army
,
~�
of the Potomac. The junction of these
I y,,
. � -2��
'
l,\�1
1
1
1
two roads is called SeYen Pines. .Abont
-:
....ilt:;:-''� u?}ll� one mile f 1·olll Seuen Pines, where the
�
_ ----� �
Nine-lllile road crosses the Richmond
c_::��.�
1 ��--::--· ,, "··
and the York River Railroad, there is a
station called Fair Oaks. Before the
action l'ncled there was a good deal
of fighting near the latter place. The Federals cnlled the actiou of J\fay
31st and Juno 1st the battle of Fair Oaks.
Before describing this contest, a sketch will be given of the movements of the
two armies from the timo the Confe<lerates withchmv from ,Villimnsburg. It
is well, however, to say here that, in preparing an account of the battle, I have
felt constrained to refer to some important matters in moro detail than would
haxe been considered essential, if there was 11ot such direct conflict of "high
authorities" in regard to them. For instance, nearly all the descriptions of
this action heretofore published give as the intention of the Confederate
commander that Longstreet's diYision was to move to the \Villiamsburg road
and support D. H. Hill's <1frision on that road. In "asserting" that this is an
enor, I have felt that, nrnler the circmnstances, it is incumbent on me to
proye what I say on that subject.
It is broadly stated by mnny authorities that General Jolmston intended
Hnger's c1iYision should nttack the Federal left flank and rear, Hnger's attack
to be followe<l b�' D. H. Hill's division falling on the Federal front; and it is
claimed by many that the slowness of Hnger'f:; diYision l'ansed the failure of
complete Confederate snceess the first day. In refutation of these statements
and claillls, I lrnYe felt constrained to give proofs, and not leave these ques
tions to be decided hy mere "assertion."
The position of the Confederate troops at dark, J\fay 31st, bas been errone
onsly stated by General Jolmston, and in such particularity of detail as at the
time to satisfy me that, in the main, he was conect. Bnt the "Official
Records," recently published, show beyond question that General Johnston
is in error on this point. It has, therefore, been considered necessary in this
article to give definite proof in regard to the position of the Confederate
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) In the Confederate attack, in the irregular and desperate fighting, and in the dUl'ation and changing
success of this first great battle in the East, there are striking resemblances to (as well as wide diver
genc:es from) the two days' lJattle at Shiloh, the first great clash of arms in the West.-EDITORS.
2::!0
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forces when the command of the army devolved upon me, by reason of Gen
eral Johnston's being ·wounded. His statement of the reasons for my not
having ordered the attack to be renewed the next morning (.June 1st) calls
for specific proof that I did order the attack to be renewed, and for a detailed
exhibit of General Longstreet's battle-field notes to me on that day.
Without specifying fm·ther, at this time, in regard to the "misunder
standing," misapprehension, and other causes that ha;ve led to erroneous
published accounts of important events in this battle,- to some extent on
the Federal, but more on the Confederate, side,- it may be added that the
recent publication of the "Official Records,'' when carefully studied, thrmrn a,
great deal of light upon these events, the accounts of \Yhich have heretofore
been nearly as dark and confusing as ',rnre the dense, tangled wood and
swamps in which most of the close and desperate fighting took place. The Fed
eral accounts, as now officially published, are full; they embrace the reports of
nearly every regimental, brigade, division, and corps eommander engaged ;
but many of the Confederate reports are missing, those in D. H. Hill's divis
ion being the only ones that are complete in regard eYen to brigade com
manders. There are, however, enough others, when taken in counection \Yith
the full Federal reports, to giYe quite a clear understanding of the main facts
on both sides.
THE affair at ,Villiarnsburg, J\lay 5th, was an incident in the withdrawal of
the Confederate army from its fortified lines, near Yorktown, to the open
country between the Pamunkey and the Chickahominy rivers, where General
Jolmston intended to halt, near the Richmond and York RiYer Raih·oad, and
contest the farther adYance of General McClellan's army. From Williamsburg,
Longstreet's nnd Hill's divisions, both under General Longstreet, moved on
the Charles City road, which crosses the Chickahominy at Long Bridge; the
division of G. W. Smith and J\fagruder's forces - commanded by him before
Jolmston's army arrived at the Yorktown lines - moYed on the road that
passes through Barhamsville and New Kent Court Honse and crosses the
Chickahominy at Bottom's Bridge. All the Confederate troops on the latter
road were under my command, and they were followed by the Federal army.
Excepting occasional collisions between our rear-guard and the Federal
advance-guard, nothing of speeial interest occurred after we left Barhams
ville, near which place, below West Point, the Federals landed quite a large
force, and seemed disposed to move out against us. General Jolmston ordered
nearly the whole of his army to BarhamsYille, and came there in person. The
next day, J\lay 7th, the Federal skirmishers aclYancet1, but their main force
gaye ns no opportunit>T to cnt them off from their gun-boats. At this point
there was a good deal of sharp fighting for several hmll's. :_t From this time
.t Reference is had he.re to the York River on West Point, if successful, would secure the
expedition, under General W. B. Franklin, which
1\IcClellan disp:1tched from Yorktown on the 5th
with instructions to seize and hold a landing near
West Point, situated at the confluence of th� York
and Pamnnkeyrivers, and the terminus of the Rich
mond and York River Railroad. This movement

so-called Urbana route of commUI1ications, the
advantages of which are explained in 1\foC!ellan's
letter to the War Department of March 19th,
1SG2.
Franklin moved up the York River on the 6th,
his troops in transports and under convoy of a
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the Confederates were more worried by the deep mncl through which they were
patiently trudging than they were by any movements of the Federals. In a
letter to me from Palo Alto, on the Charles City road, dated Headquarters,
Second Corps, May 8th, General Longstreet says:
" If yom· road can l>eat this for mud, I don't want to see it." " If yon see the General
[Johnston], say to him that we are as happy as larks over here, till ,rn get l'.W wagons [the total
number] np to the hnb at one time." "I clon't fear l\IcClellan or any one in Yankeeclom."

..When my command had passed the Baltimore Cross-roads, four and a half
miles ,-rest of Ne"� Kent Court Honse, and had reached position about half
way between the Pamnnkey and Chiclrn
hominy riYers, on good gronnd, they were
halted. Longstreet's corps was again with
in easy supporting distance of mine, nnd
Geneml Johnston intended in that vicin
ity to contest the further aclvanee of l\:Ie
Clellan's army. ,Vo remained there nbont
five clays. The troops, having rested from
the tiresome service in the b'enches near
Yorktown, and the fatiguing march, were
now fnrllishecl with abundant supplies
from Richmond, and ·wero elated at the
prospect of meeting tho enemy on an open
field of battle.
General Johnston then supposed that
)IAJUR-G81'EIUL :,.. UllitL I', IIEl�TZEL)IAN.
something effective had been done by the
FHO)l A l'HOTOGUAPll.
GoYernment for the local defense of Richmoll(l, during the month that had elapsed since his army moYed from the1·e
to tho peninsula. On the 14:th of J\lay he learned, through his chief engi
neer, that little or nothing- either in the "·ay of fortifications or of troops
bad been pro·vicled; nnd that the enemy, on the James River, were above
City Point, and threatening Drewry's Bluff, as "'ell as the obstruction in the
Appomattox, four and a half miles below Petersbm·g. This report closed
"·ith the remark: "The clanger is on the south side of James River."
On the snme day Gencrnl Jolrnston received intelligence of the destruction
of the Confederate iron-clad Yirr1inir1cnllcd bv
.
� the Federals the .Jlerrimac.
unrulier of gnu-boats. and made a landing the
General Gusta,vus ,v. Smith, who commanded
same day. General Franklin, in a letter 011 this the Coufederate troops engageLl, says :
subject, 1l atecl November �;ith, 1881, says:
"Ou tho rnoruiug of the 7th, after )Jccoming sati�fie,l
"l\Iy instrnetimrn \Yere to a\1-ait orders after landing, that the enemy <li<l not intend to atlnmcein force from
and not to a,l,:rnce. . . . \\'p were attaekcd on the under the protection of their guu-boatR, I directed
7tb, the ohjC'et of the eue1uy being- to drh-e us into the Geueral Whiting to dri,e their sldrmisliers from the
riYer. We baduot made an.r att .. mpt to ad,-aucc, as RnC'll dense woods, and cndca,-or to get position in the opeu
au attem1lt wonlcl ba,e been iu contliet witb my orders." grol!lld between tl!e woods and the ri,•er, from which
be could reach their place of-lauding and their transports
General John Newton, commander of the Fed with bis artillery fire."
eral brigade most heavily engaged, sta tes:
In this action the Uuiou losses were 48 killed,
"The enemy wa8 not only l'CJll'll('{l in his attemtlt 110 wounded, 28 missing; total, 186. The Con
upon our poeitiou, but at the cud of tbt) day we occnJlic<l
with our troo11s n, 11ositiou in advance of that held at federate losses were 8 killed and 40 wounded;
total, 48.- EDITORS.
the commencement of the action."
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The next clay news was received of the attack on Drewry's Bluff [see p. 271],
and of the confusion and fright in Richmond. In this state of affairs, Gen
eral Johnston decided that i.t was expedient to cross the Chickahorniny and
take position nearer the eity, rather than continue to \\Tait, north of that stream,
for the advance of 1\IcClellan from the Pamnnkey. Accordingly, orders were
issued that night for Longstreet's "corps" to cross the Chickahorniny at Long
Bridge, and for my command to cross at Bottom's Bridge. A regiment of
riflemen was sent direct to aid in the defense of Drnwry's Bluff. On the 17th,
Longstreet's division was about five miles from Richmond, in the direction of
the James River defenses; D. H. Hill's division, on Longstreet's left, guardeel
the Charles City road, and was about three miles from Richmond ; G. ·,v.
Smith's division was on the ,Villiamsburg road, and north of it, two or three
miles from the city, with one brigade in observation at Bottom's Bridge;
whilst 1\Iagruder's troops extended from Old Tavern, on the Nine-mile road,
to New Bridge� thence along the cre::;t of the Chickahominy Bluffs to the
1\Ieclrnnicsville road.
l\IcClellan's army approached the Chil'.kahominy slowly. Ou the :23d Keyes's
corps crossed at Bottom's Bridge; on the :25th he reached the position known
later ns the "third line of defense," at which point, as well as at Bottom's Bridge,
strong earth-works were constructed; on the 27th the leading division of
Keyes's corps occupied and commenced to fortify a position across the ,Vill
iamsburg road at Seven Pines. In the meantime Heintzelman's corps had
crossed at Bottom's Bridge; one division remained near that place, and the
other di.vision was posted at ,Vhite Oak Brillge. Three corps of McClellan's
army were still on the north side of the Chickahominy, their left near the rail
road, their right, thrown back in a naturally strnng position, on the left bnnk
of Beaver Dam Creek, with an intrenched outpost at l\Iechanicsvillo. All the
bridges nnd fords along the Chickahominy in their front were in possession of
the Federals; and they were rapidly construeting new bridges.
In the meantime there hacl been no material change in the position of the
Confederate forces. General Johnston was closely watching the movements of
the Federals apprnaching on the ,Villiamsbnl'g road; but, in his opinion, the
prnper time to strike l\IcClellan's left wing had not come. On the morning of
the 27th om· pickets were closely pressed just ea t of Old Tavern. This was
some indication that the enemy were probably coming nearer in large force,
and would soon be within onr effective reach, on the ,Villiamsburg or Nine
mile road, or on both. Our attention was, however, almost immediately
diverted to l\IcClellan's right flank, on the opposite side of the Chickahominy.
At 1 P. ::\I. that day I received a note from General Johnston, stating he had
just been informed that l\IcDowell was advancing from Fredericksburg in
force. This put a new phase on Confederate affairs around Richmond. It
was well understood by us that l\IcDowell had an army of about 40,000
men; ! l\IcClellan's forces were known to be about 100,000, and we could not
afford to wait until McDowell reached him.
"- About 35,000 effectives. McDowell asked for subsistence for 38,000 men, including, of course,
the non-effectives.- EDITORS.
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Geuernl J ohustou determined to attack the Federal right before McDowell
could come up. I was ordered to move my division to the vicinity of
l\Iendow Bridge, bring np A. P. Hill's division from the vicinity of Ashland,
and make preparations, as soon as possible, to attack at l\Iechanicsville and
BeaYer Darn Creek. Longstreet's diYision was ordered to take position north
and east of Richmond, and D. H. Hill's division ,vas ordered to the ground
vacated by mine 011 the ,Yilliarnsburg road. l\Iagrnder's troops were not
moved; bnt, at m�· request, I ,,as relim·ed from longer commanding Gen
eral l\Ingrmler, and he was ordered to report, in future, direct to General
Johustou. At the same time D. R. Joues's division, two brigades, of l\Iagrn
der's proper c·omrn1.1,nd, posted on onr extreme left, remained temporarily
under my control, for serviee in the proposed attack. Brigadier-General
\Vhiting was regularly assigned, temporarily, to the comnrnnd of my di vision.
About sunset, l\Iay j8tb, I report eel to General J ohuston that A. P. Hill's
division would be close in front of :Mechauiesville, 011 the north side of the
Chickahominy, before miduight, with orders to attack that place at da,,·11 on
the �9th. As soon a .A. P. Hill's attack commenced, my cfoisiou and D. R.
. Jones's di ,·ision would cross the :i\Ieadow and ?IIechanicsYille bridges, and the
three divisious, constituting the new left wing of .J obnston's army nuder my
command, would make a prompt and combiued attaek on the right of the
Federals, strongly posted at BeaYer Dam Creek. I was satisfied that the three
divisions conkl carry the works at tlrn,t place by open assault, but it would be
a bloody lmsinoss-called for, however, by the necessity for prompt action
before l\1cDowell could join l\IeOlellan. I clid uot know, in any detail, what
General Jolmstou inteucled to do with the rest of his forces chu·ing the
contest I was ordered to ini.tiate, but I was perfectly satisfied that he would
use the whole strength of his army against l\IcClellan, and, if possible, defeat
him before l\lcDowell could arrive.
Ou recei·,iug my report General Johnston stated that bis latest informa
tiou showed l\IcDowoll's army had returned to Fredericksburg; and it was
believed he was moving uorth from that place. In this state of affairs, there
,ms 110 longer any necessity for crossing the Chickal10mi11y, attackiug the
three Federal <:orps on the north side of that stream, and moving against the
very strong position at Beaver Darn Creek; while there were but two Federal
corps on onr si1lc, gmdually coming within striking distance where the natural
foatures of the gTonnd were not against ns. General Johnston ordered the
contemplated attack on the Federal right to be suspended, and directed me
to withdraw A. P. Hill's division, bring it to the south side of the Cbicka
hominy, and place it on om· extreme left.
General Lougstroot, who was present, then proposed that an attack be
made early next morning, the �9tb, 111 the direction of Seven Pines. General
Johnston said that it was not quite certain that :i\IeDowell had moved north,
the disposition made of onr troops whilst it was supposed l\IcDowell was com
mg was too strong on the left to admit of inuncdiate and advantageous attack
l)eing made in the direction of Seven Pines; that Hnger's divisiori from Nor
folk ,,rns expected to join ns very soon; and that the enemy, east of us, had
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not yet approached near enough, in force worth crushing, to justify the
engagement of the mass of om· army in the swamps around Seven Pines,
whilst the Federals ,vere threatening the city on the north side. No orders
were gi,·en to attack on the :29th, but it was distinctly understood that,
iu case J\IcDowell did not promptly come on, General Jolmston wonld revert
to his former intention, and endeavor to strike a sudden nud, if possible,
crushing blow, in fnll force, against the Federals in-the viciuity of Seven Pines,
and destroy them before they con]cl be reenforce<.l either from the troops
in theii- rear, now 011 om· si,Je of the
Cliickahominy, or lJy forces sent across
from tho opposi to side. ""V
\ heu I was as
signed to the comD1a11d of the left wiug
of the army, General Longsti-eet be
came the ranking officer on the right
and was anxious to attack in that direc
tion on the 29th. 'rlrn e matters are
mentioned in General .Jolmstou's letter
of that elate to General ""\Vhitiug.
On the 30th lllr diYisiou, nuder
""\Vl1iting, was draw11 back to gronrn.1
about lllidway between l\ieadow Bridge
aucl Richmond; and A. P. Hill's divis
ion was brought nearer the brid g:es. Tho
otber commands ,,ere still in the posi
tions to which they were assigned when
)L\JOR·t:E:iER.\L ER.\:,<)J u� IJ. I, En:;;.
FROJI A PIIOTOGIUPII.
it w·as first heard that l\IcDowell was
moving to join l\IcClellan. In the meantime Hnger's di,·ision had anived and
was encamped east of the city, uorth of the "\Villiamsb11rg road, OB Gmiss Creek.
Abont noon on the :30th General D. H. Hill reponecl to General Jolmston
that reco1rnoissances satisfied him that the enemy wns not in fol'Co on tho
Charles City road, hut was on the ,Villimusburg road and fortified abont
Seven Pines. General Johnston promptly cletermiued to attack. His inten
tion was that General Longstreet's division sbonlcl move by the Nine-mile
road, that of General D. H. Hill by the ,Villiamsbnrg stage road, :rncl General
Hnger's by the Charles City road. Iu his order for Illy clivisi011 to move, a
copy of which ·was sent by him direct to ,Yhiting, General Jolrnston says:
"Please be ready to moYe by the Nine-mile road, coming as early as possible to the point at
which the road to New Bridge tums off [at Old Tavern]. Should there be cause of lta:,;te, General
l\IcLaws, 011 your approach, will l>e ordered to lnwo his ground for yon, that he may reenfo1·ce
Guneml Longstreet."

In written instructions, l\Iay �10th, to Huger, General Johnston says:
" I wish to concentrate the troops of your division on the Charles City road. .
read.\·, if au action should be begun on your left, to fall upon tho enemy's left flank."

.

Be

On l\Iay 31st General Johnston wrote to General linger:
"I fear that in my note of last evening, of which there is no copy, I was too positive on the
subject of your attacking the enemy's left flank. . . . It will be necessary for your progress

TWO DAYS OF BATTLE AT SEVEN PINES.
to the front to conform at first to that of General Hill. If you find no strong body in your
front, it will be well to aid General Hill; but then a strong reserve should be retained to cover
our right."

There seem to have been no written instructions given either to General
Longstreet or to General D. H. Hill; but, in his official report, General John
ston says the divisions of G. "\V. Smith, Longstreet, D. H. Hill, and Huger
were ordered to move at daybreak. At sunrise General Johnston confi
dently expected that Keyes's corps would be crushed, or routed, before
8 A. l\I. At that season daybreak was at about 4 A. l\I. l\Iagruder's command
and A. P. Hill's division were not moved.
In order to form a proper conception of Johnston's plan it will be well to
glance at the position of the Federal forces on the morning of l\Iay 31st.
One division of Keyes's corps was across the "\Villiamsbnrg road, a little
more than half a mile ·west of SeYen Piues; the other division was across
that road at Seveu Pines. Both lines were strengthened by rifle-pits
extending a short distance on each sicle of the road, with abatis or felled
timber in front. In the first line there was a small, unfinished pent
angular redoubt; and the abatis of the second line extended in a curve
to the rear, across the Nine-mile road. The left of the position was pro
tected by the almost impracticable "\Vhite Oak Swamp. Ent the ground
on the right offered no strong features for defense, and was not fortified.
About one thousand yards in front of the first line of rifle-pits, and nearly
at right angles to the "\Villiamsbnrg road, a skirmish-line extended from
the "\Vhite Oak Swamp to the Chickahominy River. Two regiments were
detached to support the skirmish-line,-one near the railroad, the other
farther to the right, on the Niue-mile road; ·whilst two regiments and a
battery were detached and posted near Fair Oaks Station, to guard the
depot of supplies at that place, where there were no artificial defenses.
Keyes's lines were provided with ample artillery. On the morning of the
31st the two divisions were in camp just in rear of their earth-works;
,vhilst strong working parties were engaged upon the unfinished trenches
and other artificial clefenses.
The "third line of defense," across the "\Villiamsburg road, two miles in
rear of the first line, was unoccupied. Heintzelman's corps was five miles
in rear of Seven Pines ; and Sumner's corps was three or four miles from
Keyes, with the Chickahominy between them. The two other Federal
corps on the north side of that stream were still farther off. In this part
of its course the Chickahominy, at ordinary stages of water, is a sluggish
stream, from thirty to sixty feet in width, from three to four feet deep, with
low, muddy banks. It is bordered by flat bottom-lands for some distance, to
the foot of rather abrupt bluffs about one hundred feet high. In times of
freshet it rises rapidly, extends over the bottom-lands in depth of two or
three feet to the bluffs ; and at this stage the stream becomes a very serious
military obstacle.
The ground upon which Keyes's corps fought that day is level, or very
slightly undulating, and most of it, except the small open spaces at the earth-
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works, was densely wooded and swampy. The soil in all that region, when
wet, is very soft and spongy, making passage over it difficult even for
infantry. In the dense woods the thick undergrowth is matted with tangled
vines, and the luxuriant foliage, in the fnll bloom of spring, rendered it
in many places impossible to distinguish objects ten paces distant. A vio
lent rain-storm set in about 5 P. l\I. on the 30th, a few hours after General
Johnston had determined to attack next morning. The heavy rain con
tinned all night, and the face of the conntry was literally flooded. At
daylight on the 31st the Cbickahominy was booming, passable only at
the bridges, and continued to rise during the clay, althongh it had ceased
to rain.
General Keyes gives a still closer view of bis condition at that time. On
the morning of the 31st he reported to General :McClellan's chief-of-staff:
"Everything on the part of the Confederates indicates an attack on my position, which is
only tolerably strong, and my forces are too weak to defend it properly. Brigadier-General
Sumner told me yesterday he should probably cross the Chickahominy last night. If he did so,
and takes post nigh Old Tavern and this side, I should feel more secure than I do now."

,,
Sumner did not cross at the time refenecl to, and there is no other indica
tion that he had orders or authority to do so. But General Keyes's report,
made that morning, develops the fact that there was a dangerous gap
between these two corps, and shows that there was a strong probability
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that it would soon be filled by Sumner's corps.
vations," General Keyes says:

In his "Fifty Years' Obser

" The left of my lines was all protected by the White Oak Swamp, bnt the l'ight was on
ground so favorable to the approach of the enemy, and so far from the Chickahominy, that if
Johnston had attacked there an hour or two earlier t!Jan he did, I could have made lmt a feeble
defense comparatively, and evei·y man of ns would have been killed, caphu·ed, or driven into
the swamp or river bcfot·e assistance could have reached us."

Isolated as Keyes's corps was, every effort should have been made to
strongly fortify tho ground it occupied. 'rho defenses in front were weak and
incomplete. 'l1110 vulnerable and easily aceessible right flank-the point at
whieh attack ong·ht to have beeu expected, bceause Confederate suceess at that
plnce would have cnt the Federal army in two, and would have exposed its
left wing to clestrnction-ought to have been strongly fortified instead of
being left entirely open. All this wonl(l luwe bL·en practieally illustrated if
Gonernl Johnston's intentions hnd boon eaniccl into effeet-thnt is, if Long
street's Llivision in full force had struck Ko)·es's right flank near Fair Oaks,
wheu D. II. Hill's clivision moved agai11st Keyes's front. But, through a
"misunderstanding," General Longstrel't transferred his own division to the
,Villiarnsbnrg rmul, instead of moving to the nttack by the Nine-mile road,
and he ennsed that division to tako proceclem·e of Hnger's division nt the
crossing of Gilliss Creek, which at daylight was a raging tonent. General
Huger, in a report, says: " Longstreet's cliYision got the roncl nt the crossing
first"; and adds that liis own troops "had to wait. nntil they [Longstreet's
division] had passed. 'l1he delay after that was the time necessary to cross."*
Captain B. Sloan, of I-Inger's staff, says in a letter dated Angnst 17th, 1885:
" Longstreet's brig·a1lcs as they successively reached the plain ahoYe the creek halted and
remained for an hour or two rc:-ting on their arms. 'This plain (in front of General Huger's
headquarters) was perhaps hetween three and fonr miles in rear of the battle-field. Here, at a
farm-house, Huger met Longstreet anJ Hill, and a discussion "·as had as to the movements of
the divisions, and as to the rnlative rank of the division commanders. Longstt·eet claimed (by
instrnctions from General Johnston) to be in command of that portion of the army. After pro
test Huger acquiesi;ed."

It was "then possibly 10 A. l\I. or 11 A. l\l.'' After that time "Hnger's
movements wern directed by Longstreet."
Governor William E. Cameron, who was then atljnta11t of the 1:2th Virginia,

*

Ou the '.]0th of 8eptembe1·, 1 :3tJ:2, Geueral
Huger wrote to General Johnston:
"I beg to refer yon to my letter of the 20th nltiruo. 1
have waited one nwnth, aucl no reply has been received
from General Long8trPet.
A� yon have illllorsed ltis
enoneous Rtnteml'nts, to rnyi.J.1j111-y, I must bohl you re
spousiiJIP, and llesire to know· l'ro1u you if J'Ou bave any
reasm1 to belieYe an answer will l>e mntlc by General
Lougstreet. You 11111Rt lH'-r<·l'iYe 1lmt h�· postponing an
auRwer your pnhlishNl r<'11ort is nl1o"·e,I to 12:0 clown to
history as true. T cannot cm1l'eiY,•. that yon tlesirc to per
petrate sueb an injustice, for. though it may ruin me, it
cannot rr,lonml to your credit. . . . T send you here
with :in abstraet of sueb parts of yonr rP.port as refer to
mr ,U,•i�ion. with my rcIDarlrn anue.xe<I, to which T innte
your attention."
In Huger's abstract of Johustou's report we :find:

·• Major-f:euerat Longstreet. 1111willing to maim a p:1r
tial attae-1,•... waited froru hour to hour for Genernt
llng-er's <li\•isiou. . . . Had ;\lnjor-Geueral Jlug-er's
division been i11 po�ition and rea,ly for action ,i-hen
tl!o�e of Smith. Longstreet, and Hill IDOH:tl, I nm satis
fied that Keycs·s corps would haYe been destroyed
instca<l of merely clefratPtl. . . . Had it, gono into
action at 4 o"clock. the vietory wonltl have been runeh
1norfl: cornplch"l."
In his rema1·ks on these abstracts, Huger says:
" When General Longstreet's troops moYcrl to support
General Hill's attacl,. 'General Hnger's lliYisiou moYed
do"·u the Chnrles Citv rond nt the snrue time with tbree
bri_g-:irlP� of Long-stre�t.'� clhision . . . to the last pnra
graph T have only to i,ny tlrnt. if it [Hnger's dhi�ion) dicl
not go into netion lJJ" 4 o'cloek. it waR bceansc General
Loll!!'.iltl'eet did not require it, as it was in poRition and
awaiting bis orders.''
G. W. S.
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of J\labone's brigade, Huger's
di vision, says :
"Longstreet [three brigndes] moved
that morning from Fairfield race
course, and arrived at the crossing of
the [l+illiss] creek in front of the corn
mand. "\Ve waited till Longstreet
cleared the way- crossed the creek
about 10: 30 A. :ll.-moved n.. far a,�
the Tudor House -rested there until
1 P. 1u." [:i\IaLone's brigade then moveLl
out on the Charles City road]; "the men
were fresh, enger, and in light march
ing-trim. The ronds were bad, bnt
there was no physical obstruction of
any moment, and we met no enemy.:•

rrhe follmving is from a let
ter by General R. E. Colsto11,
commander of one of the tliree
brigades of Longstreet's clivi ·
ion that moved at 6:30 A. :'IL,
from a, point three and a half
miles ont on the Nine-mile road:
"A little brook [Gilliss Creek] near
Richmond was greatly swollen, ancl n,
)1.1Jo1:-GE�ER.-1L w. 11. . wmT1�G. Fno�, " P11uTocnAP11.
long time was ,,asted cros ing it on an
improvised bridge made of planks.a wagon mid-stream sening as a trestle. Over this the tlivision
passed in single file, y on may imagu1e with what delay. If the dixi ion commander had given
orders for the men to sling their eartridge-boxes, haver�acks, etc., on their muskets and 1-..ade
without bren.kiug formation, the)· could have erossed by fours at least, with wate1· up to their
waists, ... and hom·s would ha Ye been rnve,1 .... "\i'heu we got across '\"l"e received ordn-s
to halt on the roadside until Hnger:s diYision passed us. There we waite�l for fin or six hom·s."

'rl10se movements of Longstreet's ch-vision are in -v e1·y marked contrast with
General Johnston's int ution that this cli.-vision should start at daylight, move
on the Nine-mile road, nncl attack the l'nemy on D. H. Hill's left, as early as
possilJle that morning.
A.t G:30 A. u. Genernl D. H. Hill ,note to General Rodes: "I am ordered
to attack the enemy thi morning. . . . Ha-v e yom· men ready to , tart at a
moment's notice." Rodes's brigade was in ob.·er-vation, three nnd a half miles
out, on the Charles City road, and had to cross an almost impracticable
swamp in order to reach the position on the "'\Villimnsburg road from which
Hill's division was to ad-v a11ce to the attack. General R.ocles snys that the
order to move reached him between 10 and 11 A. 11., and adds :
"The progress of the brigade was considerably delayed by the washing away of a bridge near
the head of White Oak Swamp. . . . At this point the charncter of the crossing was such
that it was absolutely necessary to p1·oceed with great caution, to preYent the loss of both ammu
nition and life."

W1ien the signal for attack was given, only two regiments of R.odes's bri
gade bad reached Hill's position on the Williamsbm·g road, about one thousand
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yards in front of the Federal picket-line. But the other regiments· of this
brigade came up soon after. At 1 o'clock the signal-guns were fired, and
Hill's division at once moved forward.
The foregoing details in refei·ence to the movements of these three divisions
could not well be omitted, because General Jolrnston "asserts" that the divis
ions of Hill and Longstreet were in position early enough "to be ready to
commence operations by 8 A. l\r.," and that General Longstreet "waited from
hour to hour for General Huger's division." Having thus seen D. H. Hill's
division start ont alone at 1 P. l\I. to attack the Federals, it will be well to
glance at the preparations made to receive him.
Whilst Hill's troops were coming into position, their movements had been
reported to General Silas Casey, who conmmnded the Federal first line of
defense. He at once ordered one regiment to go forward abont eight hundred
yards on the Williamsburg road, and support the picket-line; the working
parties were called in, batteries harnessed np, and the troops formed, ready to
take their assigned places. In a short time the Confederate signal-gnus were
heard, and the division was ordered into position to resist attack. rrhe camps
of these troops were immediately in rear of the earth-works. Palmer's brigade
on the left, ,Vessells's in the center, and Naglee's on the right. Two regiments
of Naglee's brigade were detaehed, supporting the picket-line, as already stated.
About one-half of this division was placed in the rifle-pits 011 the right and
left of the redoubt ; the others were pnt in front, with orders to contest the
advance of the Confederates against the first abatis, and Spratt's battery
was placed four hundred yards in advance of the earth-works, on the north
side of the road, closely supported hy three regiments of Naglce's brigade and
one of Palmer's.
In moving to attack, Rodes's brigade was on the south side of the road,
supported by Rains ; Garland's brigade, on the north side of the road, was
supported by G. B. Anderson. All were in the dense and marshy woods,
wading through water occasionally from two to three feet deep, the whole
way obstructed by undergrowth, which often prevented commanders from
seeiug more than one company of their men at a time. General Hill had
taken the precaution to order every man to wear in action a white strip of
cloth around his hat as a battle-badge. Garland moved a few minutes before
Rodes was ready. His skirmishers soon struck the Federal picket-line, and
the shock of Garland's brigade fell upon the small regiment of raw troops
that had been ordered into the woods to support the Federal pickets. That
regiment fell back to the abatis just in time to prevent being enveloped and
destroyed. And it was soon driven through the abatis in great disorder.
It had lost about one-fourth its numbers in a few minutes, and was broken to
pieces in crossing the abatis under close and doaclly fire. This regiment
could not again be rallied. General Keyes says that it "retreated, joined by
a great many sick. The numbers, as they passed down the road as strag
glers, conveyed an exaggerated idea of surprise and defeat."
The field-hospitals of the division were in the camps at the front; there was
a large number of sick ; some men of the working parties did not resume
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their arms and join their regiments; these, with the teamsters and army
followers, suddenly finding themselves under the fire of a large Confederate
force rapidly emerging from 'the dark woods, fled in wild disorder.
But Garland, who encountered Spratt's battel'y and its supports at the first
abatis, says:
"We had now reached the edge of the wood where the abatis impeded om farther advance,
and the troops were under heavy .fire. . . . Tho regimental commanders, who had received
my orders to move by the left :flank, were unable to effect the movement in good order under
the galling .fire. The alternative was adopted - to push the regiments forward through the
abatis."

General Garland soon found that his brigade unaided could not accomplish
the work in hand. His losses were very heavy. Bnt he adds: "G. B. Ander
son's brigade arrived upon the field just at the proper time."
The latter officer, having put in three regiments to aid Garland, moved to
the left with the 27th Georgia and endeavored to turn the right of the
Federals. He encountered one of Naglee's detached regiments and drove
it back; but the other detached regiment of Nnglee's brigade came on the
ground, and one regiment sent by General Keyes came np. G. B. Anderson
then withdrew from the advanced position he had gained, bnt continued the
fighting on the ground where it had been commenced on this part of the field.
In the meantime the contest around the battery at the abatis was close
and desperate. Rodes's b1·igade was hotly engaged on the south side of the
road, and General Hill had ordered Carter's battery to the front. The Fed
erals stubbornly held their ground, and Hill now detached General Rains to
make a wide flank movement through the woods to the right in order to turn
the left of Casey's earth-works. From the edge of tho wood, south of the
Williamsburg road, Rains's brigade commenced firing on the flank and rear
of the troops posted in Casey's rifle-pits. General Hill says:
" I now noticed commotion in the camps and redoubt and indications of evacuating the
position. Rodes took skillful advantage of this commotion, and moved up his brigade in
beautiful order and took possession of the redoubt and rifle-pits."

Pending this contest for Casey's earth-works, General Keyes had sent two
regiments from the second line direct to Casey's assistance, and a short time
before those works were canied he sent General Conch, with two regiments,
to attack the Confederate left, and thus relie-vo the pressnre on Casey's front.
Before Couch conld get into position Casey's line was carried, and General
Keyes made immediate preparations for the defense of the line at Seven
Pines, held by Conch's division. Peck's brigade was on the left, Devens in
the center, and the regiments of Abercrombie's brigade, that had not been
detached, were on the right. Casey's troops, in falling back from their earth
works, endeavored to make a stand at the abatis in front of Couch's line,
and General Keyes sent forward one regiment of Devens's brigade to assist
in checking the advance of the Confederates. Casey's men were driven
through the abatis, and the regiment of Devens's brigade was lmrled back in
disorder, and could not be rallied until they bad retreated beyond the earth
works from which they had advanced. A large proportion of the men of
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Palmer's and Wessells's brigades having been thrown into great disorder whilst
retiTing through the second abatis, and finding the earth-works of the second
line ah·eady crowcled, continued to retreat; but some of them, with nearly the
whole of Naglee's brigade, remained upon the fieltl. The Confederates in the
immediate front of SeYen Pines were nmY pressmg into the second abatis,
and there soemecl to
be strong probability
that they would soon
break through it and
carry the earth-works
of Keyes's second
line.
Thus, after
more than two hours'
close and bloody
fighting, Hill's diYis
ion unaided hatl cap-

TIIE T"'I� FAR)I-IlOUSES BEIII::\'D CASEY'S
REDOUBT (�EE:" I::\'l>ISTI::\'CTL Y 0::\' TIIE
LEFT). FRO)! A PHOTOGIL\Pll.

The uppPr 11ictnre loolrn towar<l I:ielnuond;
the ,gro,e stands lietwecn the Williamslmrg
stn,ge road nm1 the houses wl1ich front sqnare
ly on th<' road, perhaps 300 ft-et nway. Four
hnrnlrcddeadof tl1e battle of Sey en Pines were
hnriC'd in the forcgronml (hchin,J the houses),
where als� stood ,1, 11art of Ca"e�··s camp.
Tlw foreground of lower picture sho"·s
Pithcr a e�rner of Casey'" redoubt or the
works lwt\\·ccn it and the Williamslmrg road.
On the Oftichll .:\lap of the Campaigu of
1RG4 ti.JC' twin houses are nnmed "Knhn." In
188G only one of them remainr-d. 1\. per�im
rnon tri<' stood at thnt time on the sit,• of
C'ast>v',.; redoubt, and there were sligl1t traccR
of th'e ,Jld cnrth-workA tbnt for the 1no;;t part
were erected after the llattlc of Sc,·cn l'incA.

tured the Federal first line of
defense, and ,vas closely press•
'
· seconc1 }me.
rng upon tl1eir
Hill then sent to Longstreet for another brigade. In a few minutes" t1e mag
nificent brigade of R. H. Anderson" came to Hill's support. The latter says:
TnE T\\'I::\' F,\m1-mnrsEs .\s sEE::\' Fno,1 c.\s1n-',; BErnrnnT.
Fno:\1 ..\ PIIOTDGR.\PII.

"A portion of this force, under Colonel Jenkins, consisting of the Palmetto Sharp-shooter,
and the Gth South Carolina, was sent on the extreme left to scour along the railroad and Nine
mile road, and thus get in rear of the enemy."

These two regiments were conducted lJy General (then Colonel) G. B.
Anderson to the position in which he had left the 17th Georgia. The
three regiments soon became engaged with the two regiments under Gen
eral Conch, previously referred to. The latter says :
"I advanced with Neill's and Rippey's regiments through a close wood, moving by the flank.
·we at once came upon a large column of the enemy in reserve, but apparently mov-
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ing toward Fair Oaks. . . . Immediately engaged. . . . Here Colonel Rippey and all
his field-officers fell, and in twenty minutes the enemy had passed over the [Nine-mile] road
leading to my center, cutting off the advance at Fair Oaks."

In reference to this affair General Keyes says:
"Both regiments were badly cnt up. . . . Casualties in Rippey's amount to 2G3, and are
heavier than in any other regiment in Couch's division."

He adds that, after Conch was thrown back, Neill's regiment " took part
in the hard fighting which closed the clay near the Seven Pines," but Rippey's
regiment "withdrew in detachments, some of which came again into action
near my headquarters."
So far, the fighting done by the Federal troops for the safety of their
second line of defense was not so effective as the resistance made by Casey's
division at the first line. After the three
Confederate regiments had fought their
way across the Nine-mile road, not far
south of Fair Oaks Station, they changed
direction and moved toward Seven Pines.
Leaving them for the present, attention
will be called to the state of affairs in the
vicinity of the redoubt in Casey's cap
tured line.
When General Hill ordered the two
South Carolina regiments to join the 27th
Georgia and " scour along the railroad and
Nine-mile road, and thus get in rear of
the enemy," he directed General R. H.
Anderson, with the other portion of his
brigade, to attack the Federals in a wood
)!A,JOH-GEl\'ERAL �!LAS CASEY.
north, and within cannon-range of the
FI:O)I .\ PIIOTOURAPII.
redoubt. This wood was then occupied by
two regiments and some companies of Naglee's brigade that had been, pre
vious to the connnencement of the action, supporting the picket-line. In
reference to the fighting at this point, General Naglee says in his official
report:
"The Confederates opened a most destructive cross-fire upon them from the pieces near the
redoubt that had not been spiked, and this, with the [musketry] fire from their immediate front,
was no longer to be endured, and they [his men] were withchawn and marched clown the Nine
mile road and placed in position in rear of this road, about three hundred yards from the Seven
Pines."

Whilst these operations were in progress on Hill's left, the state of affairs
at the second abatis, just in front of Seven Pines, and in the woods south
and east of the redoubt had materially changed against the Confederates, who
were first checked at the second abatis, and on the right were forced back to
the redoubt. Previous to this the brigades of Rodes, Garland, and G. B.
Anderson were engaged at the second abatis, and General Hill, having
"resolved to drive" the Federals out of the woods on the sonth of the road,
VOL. II. 16
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where they now appeared in strong force, ordered General Rains, who was
near them, "to move farther to the right," and adds:
"I regret that that gallant and meritorious officer did not advance farther in that direction. He
would have taken tile Yankees in flank, and tile direet attack of Rodes in front would have been
less bloody.• The magnificent brigade of Rodes moved over the open ground to assault the Yan
kees, strongly posted in the woods. He met a most galling fire, and his advanee was cheeked.
A portion of his command met with a disastrous repulse. Kemper's brigade was now sent me
by General Longstreet, and directed by me to move directly to the support of Rodes. This
brigade, howe-ver, did not engage the Yankees, and Rodes's men were badly cut up."

General Rodes was sevP-rely wounded, but did not turn over the command
of his brigade to the senior colonel, John B. Gordon, until the :fu-iug had
ceased. The latter says:
"Notified that I ,rns placed in command, I reported to 1\Iajor-General Ilill for orders.
Under his dirnction I rnoYed the brigade about half a mile to the rear, and ordered them to
encamp on either side of the ·wmiamsbnrg road."

General G. B. Anderson says : "After night we were ordered by the major
general commanding the cli-vision to take position in the woods, in rear of the
clearing"- that is, in the edge of the wood on the Richmond side of Casey's
line. General Gn.rlaucl says that his brigade bi.vouacked that night with G. B.
Anderson's. General Rains says that his brigade "ultimately passed the
night in line of battle, without fire or light, in another part of the woods,
ready to receive and check the enemy, should he advance." He makes
no mention of any fighting done by his brigade after Casey's camp was
captured.
Attention ,vill now be called to the Federal moYements that caused the
right of D. H. Hill's division to foll back from the second abatis.
At 1:2 l\I. Berry's brigade of Kearny's diYision, from Bottom's Bridge,
arriYcd at the thil'Cl line of defense; and about the same time Birney's bri
gade, of the same diYision, reached the 13ame line, but was near the railroad.
At 3 r. 1\I. the latter brigade was ordered to move along the railroad and snp
port Keyes's right; bnt, owing to subsequent conflicting orders, it did not go
into action that day. Ahont 3: 30 P. l\I. Beny's brigade, now at the thi rd line
of defense, was ordered to Seven Pines to snpport Ke�'es ; and, at the same
time, General Kearn�r "sent written orders for Jameson's brigade, camped at
tho tete-cle-po11t, near Bottom's Bridge (three miles in rear), to come np with
out delay." It ·was abont 4 P. l\I. when the advance of Berry's brigade
reached Seven Pines. At that time one regiment of Devens's brigade had
just been routed in the second abatis. General Kearny says: "On arriving
at the field of battle, \\'e found certain zigzag rifle-pits sheltering crowds of
men, nnd the enemr firing from abatis and timber in their front." Berry's
brigade was moYed fonrnrc1 in the woods on the south side of the ,Villiams
bnrg road. That officer rnys: ",Ve steadily drove the enemy so for that I
had serious fears of being flanked by the enemy, as they were driYing onr
trnops down the [Nine-mile] road." He evidently refers to the effect being
prnclnced by the advance of the three regiments under Colonel Jenkins.
General Berry adds :
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"We were at this time in the woods extending from the edge of tho slashings up the woods
and on the left [south] of the camping-ground of General Casey's division, completely command
ing his old camp and the earth-works with om 1·ifles."

In the meantime the head of Jameson's brigade bad reached the field. Two
regiments were sent in advauce of Seven Pine8, in the abatis aud woods on
the south side of the road, supporting Berry's brigade; one regiment was
posted in the earth-works of the second
liue, and the other regiment of Jame
son's brigade had uot yet come up.
General Kearny says:
"It was perhaps near 6 o'clock, when onr cen
ter and right [the forces in the earth-works at
Seven Pines, and those that had been sent to
resist the Confederates adYancing in rear of the
Nine-mile road], defended by troops of the
other divisions, with all then- willingness, could
no longer resist the enemy's right central flank
attacks, pushed on with determined discipline
and with the impulsion of munerous concen
trated masses. Once broken, our troops fl.eel
incontinently, and a dense body of the enemy,
pursuing rapidly, yet in order, occupied the
Williamsburg road, . . . and, penetrating deep
into the woods on either side, soon interposed
between my division and my line of retreat.''
nmG.i.DIER-GE:s-ERAL 11E:-<RY J1. :-.i.GLEE.
He says that he "checked the enemy in his inFRo31 A PnornGr:APJI.
tent of cutting us off against the White Oak
.
to
retire
by a remaining wood path,
Swamp. This enabled the advanced regiments
known to om· scouts (the Saw-mill road), until they once more arriYccl at and remanned the im
pregnable position [the thin1 line of defense]."

Besides Kearuy's troops ou the south side of the 1iVilliamsbm·g road, a
large portion of those in the earth-works at Seven Pi1rns retreated by tbe Saw
mill road; but some of the regiments from the earth-works, and others that
had been contesting Colonel Jenkins's adYanee nloug the Nine-mile road, fell
back on the "\Villiamsbm·g road. The latter were re-formed, and again contested
Colonel Jenkins's advance. It does uot appeal' that any of D. H. Hill's divis
ion, except the regiment that was with Colonel Jenkius, succeeded iu getting
beyond the second a.batis; but it is -very certnin that the effectiYe fire, across
that abatis, from Hill's musketry and artillery, materially aided Colonel Jeukius
iu "bursting across the Williamsbm·g road."
Having given the Federal account of the manner in which the two South
Carolina regiments and the :27th Georgia forced their way to aucl crossed
the Niue-mile road a little sonth of Faie Onks, it is 110\\ proposed to give
extracts from Colonel J enh.--ins's report, shmving the advance of these three
regiments to and across the Williamsburg roacl, and then along the latter
road to a point within about one mile of the Federal third line of defense.
Colonel Jenkins says:
T

"I advanced my regiment through the abati.s under a very heavy fire. . . . I instructed
Colonel Bratton [6th South Carolina] to keep his left touching my right; and the enemy's
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line, after a stubborn resistn,nce, having given way to our attack, . . . I executed, under fire
from the right front, a change of front obliquely forwanl. . . . We drove the enemy to the
front and rig·ht, passing over their second camp. . . . The enemy, heavily reenforced, made
a desperate stand, and our fighting w-as within seventy-five yards. . . . Om advance con
tinued, . . . the enemy steadily giving hack, . . . I halted the lines, dressed them, and
Our steady advance was not to he resisted.
then changed front obliquely forward. .
. . . The enemy gave back to om· left and right across the Williamsburg road, about a mile
or more from General Casey's headquarters. Following the latter and heavier body, they were
again reenforced nud took position in a wood paralld [to] and about three hundred yards on
the right [south] of the Williamsblll'g road.''

In descrilJiug his progress thns for, Colonel ,Jenkins speaks repeatedly of
the obstinate resistance he met with, the terrible slanghter of the enemy,
and his own severe losses. Bearing in mind the movement of Kearny's troops
in the meanwhile against D. H. Hill's right, and tlie effect of Kearny's fire
on Rodes's brigade, the Federals. have good canse to regret the conflicting
orders that prevented Birney's brigade, on the railroad, from closely support
ing Keyes's right. It should be also borne in mind that, whilst Colonel Jen
kins was fighting his way to the ,villiamsbnrg road, there were four Federal
regiments and a battery at Fair Oaks that had not been in action that day.
Two of these regiments were the regular guards of the depot of snpplies, and
the other two had been ordered from Seven Pines to support Couch, but,
missing their way, reached Fair Oaks just before the two regiments nnder
Couch were cut np. It was very fortunate for the Confederates that Birney's
brigade and the force at Fair Oaks Station were not thrown against the rear
of Colonel Jeukins's three regiments, that were so gallantly fighting, and were
so determinedly resisted in their brilliant movement to the Williamsbnrg
road, in rear of the Federal second line of defense, and far in rear of Kearny's
successful advance.
Resuming Colonel Jenkins's account, it appears that five companies of his
regiment pushed nfter that portion of the Federals which fell back along the
Williamsburg road. ,vith the rest of his force Colonel Jenkins was preparing
to move against the enemy in the woods south of that road, when it was
reported to him that a heavy column of Federals was advancing npon the
five companies. Learning just then that the 5th South Carolina was not
far to the rear, Colonel Jenkins sent for it to come up as soon as possible;
ordered the commander of the five companies to advance upon the approach
ing Federal colnnm, and determined to break the enemy south of the road
before the colnnm advancing on the road conld reach him. He says:
"Having to pass across au open field on this advance, I lost heaYily, bnt succeeded in routing
and dispersing the enemy in my front, (h·iviug them at least a quarter of a mile; then, gather
ing my men promptly. . . . I moved by the flank . . . and took up line of battle oblique
to the [Williamsburg] road and to the left, so as to present front at once to the enemy's advance
by the road and to any rallied party that might recover from my last attack. . . • "\Ve had
evidence of the near approach of the enemy by hearing their w-ords of con:.maml and their
cheers. . . . I advanced mv line toward them. . . . The enemy poured in a heaYy fire.
. . . The supporting regim�nt [�7th Georgia], under a terrible fire, gave back. • , •
The enemy, encouraged, redoubled his fire . . . and atlvancecl, and I determined to meet him.
In prompt obedience, the two regiments . . . resumed their old, steady advance, firing full
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in the face of the foe. The two lines neared each other to 30 or 40 yards.
Losing
heaYily I pressed on, and the enemy sullenly and slowly gave way. . . . We had advanced
some 200 or 300 yards. . . . By this time . . . the 5th South Carolina . . . came up
at a double-quick. . . . The 27th Georgia . . . rallied and came forward. . . .
Jackson [5th South Carolina] came up on their right, sweeping before him the rallied fragments,
who had collected and resumed fu·e from the woods to the right, and thus, at 7: 40 P. 111., we
closed our busy day."

Ont of thirteen brigades composing the right wing of the Confederate
army, but five were put in close action that day. General Pickett says:.
"On the afternoon of May 31st, and just as the bat
tle of Seven Pines was being opened by General Long·
street, I was diTected by that officer to move with my
brigade to the York River Raih-oad, cover the same,
[and] repel any adnince of the enemy up that road."

General Longstreet held Pickett's brigade
back in that position until daybreak, June 1st.
From this it wonld seem that Longstreet
was not in need of help on that sitle from
troops not under his command. Attention
will now be called to the five brigades under
Longstreet's control on the Charles City road.
General Wilcox, in his official report, says
that the thTee brigades under his command
were in camp near the "l\Ieclrnnicsville ''
...
road. He tells me, however, that he had no
map of the country, knew very little about
the names of the roads, but distinctly re
members that the road bis troops were on
passed close to General Jolmston's headquar
-�.
ters near the north-east suburb of Richmond
and led to New Bridge,-that is, the Nine
i,
�
mile road. Whatever may have been the
name of the road on which his troops were
in camp, he says they were three and a half
miles from the city, and moved, at 6: 30 A. l\L,
"by by-paths across to the junction of the
Charles City and Williamsburg roads, and
remained at this point till 3: 30 P. l\I. I was
then ordered to move with three brigades -�my own, Colston's, and Pryor's- on the
)IAJoa-GExER.AL ll.Avrn n. nmxEY.
FRo)r A rnoToGRAPn.
Charles City road, in rear of a part of Huger's
division (Blanchard's ancl Armistead's brigades), as a support to these troops."
The Charles City road is south of the White Oak Swamp; it bears rapidly
away from the point where the battle had been raging for more than two
hours; and there was no enemy on that road. General Wilcox adds:
·

-. "J·��--: ,

• ,:\

" This order was soon modified, and my three brigades ordered to precede H uger's two.
Having passed Huger's brigades, the march was continued but for a short time, when orders
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were again received, and this time to countermarch to the Williamsburg road and follow on in
rear of the troops then advancing. The brigades had retraced their steps near one mile, and
orders were again giYen to face about and march clown the Charles City road. . . . Again
orders were received in writing to mo;-e across to the Williamsbm·g roatl, following country
roads and paths through woods and fields . . . in many places covered with wr.ter, and at
one point waist-deep. . . . It was about 5 P. ::II. when the head of the column reached the
Williamsbmg road."

The plain words of General Wilcox, written nt the time and addressed to
his immediate commander, are more significant of the real truth than any
skillfully formed sentences, framed now, could possibly be. With Wilcox's
report before him, General Longstreet says:
"I was obliged to send three of my small brigades on the Charles City road to support the
one of l\Iajor-General Huger's which had been ordered to protect my right flank."

Three brigades of Huger's division were then on that road.
In order to form a proper conception of the folly exhibited by the marching
and counterrnarching of five Confederate brigades up and down the Charles
City road between 3 and 5 P. in., it is necessary to glance at the movements
then being made by the Federals from the north side of the Chickahominy.
At 1 P. :or., when the firing of Hill's attack was first heard, General McClellan
ordered General Sumner to form the two di visions of bis corps, and be ready
to move across the Chickahominy, at a moment's notice, to aid Keyes.
Sumner at once put his two diYisions under arms, marched them to their
respective bridges, and, with the heads of the columns on the bridges, awaited
further orders. General Sumner says: "At 2: 30 o'clock P. l\I. I received the
order to cross the river." And be adds: "The columns immediately moved
over the river and marched rapicliy to the field of battle by two roads." It is
not proposed, just now, to describe the earnest haste with which Sumner's
troops pressed forward, through the deep mud, to the assistance of their
friends. The head of Sumner's leading column reached the immediate
vicinity of Fair Oaks before the head of the column of five brigades of Long
street's command, from the Charles City road, reached the Williamsburg road,
fnr in rear of the fighting.
The leading brigade of Wilcox's command arrived at Casey's captured
redoubt a little before the firing of Kearny's rear-guard in the wood, south of
the Williamsburg road, ceased. Three companies of the leading regiment of
"\Vilcox's troops were sent to dislodge a party of the enemy- Kearny's
detached rear-guard- whose fire was still annoying the Confederates in the
open between Casey's earth-works and the second abatis. In this contest these
three companies lost 66 men in a few minutes. The five brigades with
Wilcox went into bivouac between the first and the second abatis. Hill's
division* was afterward withdrawn and bivouacked in the woods west of
Casey's redoubt and rifle-pits.

*

On the Confederate side the losses, l\Iay 31st,
in D. H. Hill's divit,;ion were 2915, being more
than one-third of his effective strength. The losses
in R.H. Anderson's brigade (of Longstreet's division) are not reported; but it is known that the Gth
South Carolina Regiment lost 2G9 out of 521 in

action. The losses in this brigade may fairly be
estimated to have been more than GOO, and the
total losses in Longstreet's division that day may
be placed at 700. These figures, whilst showing
that the losses in the six brigades of Longstreet's
division were not one-fourth as great as the losses
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In his "Narrative," p. 132, General Johnston says:
An hour oi· two later [than noon, May 30th] orders were given for the concentration of 23
of our 27 brigades against 1\IcClellan's left wing."
11

The result of that alleged "concentratiou" bas been described. McClellan's
left wing was attacked by five brigades; and General Johnston, who was
wounded on another part of the field about sunset that clay, says, in bis
official report :
"The skill, vigor, and decision with which these operations were conducted by General Long
street are worthy of the highest praise."

Without discussing here General Jobnston's opinion in regard to the
manner in which General Longstreet conducted the operations of the three
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ALLEN'S FAlt�l·HO SE NEAR THE WILLIAMSBURG
ROAD, XOT FAR FRO)f THE "TillRD LIXE OF
DEFENSE," DESERTED DI 1885 WIIEN
THIS SKETCU WAS )IADE.

divisions on the right, reference will now be made to the movements of the
division on the Nine-mile road, directed by General ,Johnston in person.
In addition to the action already described, there was a sharp contest north
of Fair Oaks Station late in the afternoon, J\lay 31st, between reenforceruents,
under General Sumner, sent from the north side of the Chickahominy to aid
Keyes at Seven Pines, and my division, under General Whiting. It v.ill be
borne in mind that when three Confederate regiments, under Colonel Jenkins,
crossed the Nine-mile road jnst south of Fair Oaks, a little after 4 P. 1\1., four
regiments and a battery of Couch's division were cut off from the Federals
in the four brigades of D. H. Hill's division, in
dicate clearly enough that Hill's division clid the
greater part of the fighting; but an honor is due
the brilliant, successful, and uloody work done
that day by the two South Carolina regiments of
Longstreet's division under Colonel Jenkins.
On the Federal side the losses in the operations
described were: Kearuy's division, less 1 brigade,
873; Couch's divisiou, less 4 regiments, 104!:l;
Casey's division, 1426. It is 11ot amiss to give
here the fonowiug from General Casey's official
report. After stating that 8 of the 13 regiments
that composed his division were raw troops, and

had suffered from the inclemency of the weather,
at times without tents or blankets, and poorly sup
plied with rations and medical stores, he adds:
"Notwithstanding an these drawbacks, rind the
fact that there were not five thousand men in line
of battle, they withstood for three hours the attack
of au o,erwhelming force of the enemy. . . . It
is true that the division, after being nearly sur
rounded by the enemy aucl losing one-third of the
number actually engaged, retreated to the second
line. They would an have been prisoners of war
had they delayed their retreat a few minutes
longer."-G. W. S.
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opposed to D. H. Hill. Immediately after being thus cut off, General Couch
communicated with Birney's brigade ou the railroad, a mile 01· more east of
Fair Oaks, and endeavored to make anangemouts by which the cut-off forces
conlcl rejoin Keyes. Jnst then it ·was reported to General Couch that a large
Confederate force on the Nine-mile road was rapicliy advancing on Fair Oaks,
and the four regiments and battery retreated in the direction of Sumner's
bridges. On reaching a point about
one thousand yards north of Fair Oaks,
General Couch was informed that the
leading troops of Sumner's corps were
closely approachiug. Couch halted
his forces, formed line of battle, facing
nearly sonth, placed two guns on each
side of the road, and prepared to
defend the position until Sumner's
troops could come up.
oF BATTLE oF GENERAL oErnN�·s BRIGADE, BEIt is now proposed to give in some LINET\\"EE::THE WILLLDISBUH<. ANO NINE-JIILE
detail an account of the movements
1''R03I A 81,ETCII J\IADE AT TIIE TDIE,
that day of my division under Whiting
which prevented Sumner's forces from reaching Keyes at Seven Pines, and
incidentally deprived Keyes and Heintzelman of the services of two bl'igades
and a battery of their own troops.
In my official report (as originally submitted to General Johnston), it is
stated that
"on arriYing at the headquarters of General Johnston about sunrise [l\Iay 31st], I learned
from him that his intention was that General Longstreet's division should move by the Nine
mile road, that of General D. H. Hill by the Williamsburg road, and General Huger's by the
Charles City road. The enemy, it was understood, had ah-eady upon this side of the Chicka
hominy a force variously estimated at from �0,000 to 40,000 men. The recent rains had
materially increased the difficulty of crossing that stream, and, notwithstanding the very bad
condition of the roads over which we had to pass, and the boggy, swampy condition of the
fields and woods through which Olli' troops would have to operate, it was believed that an
energetic attack early in the moming, properly supported and followed np, would result in
defeat to that portion of the enemy ab-eacly upon this side before the other portion of their
army could cross the swollen river - either to re enforce their troops or to attack the city in om·
rear. . . . General Johnston's intentions, as then explained to me, were, that whilst General
D. H. Hill's division was attacking· the enemy's advanced position on the ·williamsburg stage
road in front, . . . General Longstreet's division would engage the enemy on Hill's left."

About 6 A. u. the head of the division under Wbiting reached the vicinity
of General Johnston's headquarters. There its way, to a point on the
Nine-mile road near the subm·b, was blocked by troops of Longstreet's
division. General "Whiting wrote to General Johnston asking that the route
sbonld be cleared. In reply, a staff-officer wrote: "General Johnston directs
me to say, in answer to yours of this date, that Longstreet will precede you."
This quieted Whiting for a time, bnt, as the delay continned, he became
impatient, and having heard that I was at General Johnston's headquarters,
he came there to see if I could not have his line of march cleared of Long
street's troops. About 8 A. 1\1. I sent my aide-de-camp, Captain Beckham, to
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see General Longstreet in regard to this matter. Captain Beckham asked me
where General Longstreet was to be found. I referred him to General
Johnston who, with several others, was present. General Johnston said
General Longstreet's division was on the Nine-mile road and be was prob
ably with it; but, :i i not, he might be found on the Williamsbm·g road with
that part of his command.
I now quote again from the suppressed portion of my official report :
"In about an hour I learned by note from Captain Beckham that neither General Long
street nor any portion of his comnmnd was on the Nine-mile road. This note was imme
diately shO\vn to General Johnston, who dispatched his aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Washington,
to General Longstreet with directions to tmn his division into the Nine-mile road, provided it
could be done without material loss of time. This message did not reach General Longstreet."

It was about 9 A. l\I. when I haudecl Captain Beckham's note to General
Jobnston, who was amazed at the information aud for a time strongly
inclined to discredit it, thinking that my aide had uot gone far enough on the
Nine-mile road to come up with Longstreet's troops. Jolmston then sent oue
of his own aides, Lieutenant J. B. '\Vashington, to Longstreet, with orders
for the fatter "to send three brigades by the Niue-mile road." Washingtou
rode at full speed along the Niue-mile road, and soon found himself within
the Federal picket-line-captured. � As I first wrote in my report:
"An hour later Captain Beckham reported thn.t he had fqnncl Longstreet's division on the
,villiamsbmg road, halted, for tho purpose of allowing GeneralD. H. Hill's troops to file by."

Iu a letter to me dated February 7th, 1863, Captain Peckham says it was
about 10 A. l\I. when he reached General Longstreet. He adds :
"Kemper's brigade, which formed a part of General Longstreet's division, was at a halt when
I got to General Longstreet's headquarters, and, what surprised me most, was accompanied by
wagons loaded with baggage and camp-equipage."

Dm·iug these delays the firing of cannon across the Chickahominy, aud
reports from onr troops guarding the river between New Bridge and Mechan
icsville, indicated thrnatening movements of the Federals on that side. About
11 A. l\I. General Johuston directed me to take Hampton's aud Hatton's
brigades, prnceed to the Chickahominy bluffs, and assume command of all the
forces on that side, in case the Federals made any attempt to cross the river.
At the same time, the other three brigades, after about five hom·s' delay uear
the subnrbs of the city, accompanied by General Jolmstou, proceeded on the
Nine-mile road, and halted near the point at which the road to New Bridge
turns off. Fiudiug nothing that required my presence on the banks of the
river, I placed Hampton's and Hatton's brigades in position from which they
conld promptly resist the passage of the river at New Bridge or above, and
could support the other three brigades when needed, and then joined Gen
erals Jolmstou and '\Vhiting, near Old Tavern. About �: 30 P. l\r., nothing
having been heard from General Longstreet since my aide returned from the
Williamsbm·g road, the chief of my staff, Major Whiting, requested to be
} General Casey says this incident helped to put him on his guard.- EDITORS.
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allowed to go over to that road and find out the state of aJfairs there. I
tendered his services in this matter to General Jolmstou.
In my official report it is stated:
"Between 4 and 5 o'clock a note was received [by General JohnstonJ from General Long
street, stating that he had attacked and beaten the enemy after several homs' severe fighting;
that he had been disappointed in not receiving assistance upon his left; and, althong·h it was
now nearly too late, that an attack, by the Nine-mile road, upon the right flank and rear of the
enemy ,vould probably enable him to drive them into the Chickahominy before night.''

All of the foregoing quotations from my report were omitted from the
copy that was put on file, in compliance with General .Johnston's request,
contained in his letter to me, J nne �8th,
1862, in which he said:
"I inclose herewith the three ffrst sheets of
your report, to ask a, modification - or omission,
rather. They contain two subject which I never
intended to make generally known, and which I
have mentioned to no one but yourself, and men
tioned to you as I have been in the habit of doing
everything of interest in the military way. I refer
to the mention of the misunderstancling between
Longstreet and myself in regard to the direction
of his division, and that of his note to me, re
ceived about 4 o'clock, complaining of my slow
ness, which note I showed yon. As it seems to
me that both of these matters concern Longstreet
and myself alone, I lmve no hesitation in asking
you to strike them out of yom· report, as they in
no manner concern yom· operations. I received
information of L.'s misunderstanding (which may
MAJOR-GE:-."ERAL DARIUS N, COUCH.
be my fault, as I told yon at the time) while his
FRO)! A PHOTOGRAPH,
troops were moving to the Williamsbm·g- road,
and sent to L. to send three brigades by the Nine-miles road, if they had not marched so far as
to make the change involve a serious loss of time; this, after telling yon of the misunderstand
ing. Yom· march from General Semmes's headquarters [he means the advance made by the
division under Whiting, from the point where it was halted, near Old Tavern.- G. W. S.]
was not in consequence of the letter from L. Whiting [l\Iajor] had gone at my request,
with yom· permission, to ascertain the state of things with Longstreet. Just before 4 o'clock
we heard musketry for the first time, and Whiting [General] was ordered to advance. Just
then 1\Iajor W. rode up and reported from L., and a moment after the note was brought me
whieh, after reading it, I showed to you."

In his official report General Johnston sa,ys that General Longstreet
received verbal instructions, and that the division of General Longstreet was
to support the attack made by D. H. Hill's division. General Longstreet, in
his official report, makes no mention of the preliminary movements of his
own division, except that he was obliged to send three of his small bri
gades on the Charles City road to support the brigade of Hnger's division,
which had been ordered to protect his (Longstreet's) right flank. Indefi
nite as these reports are in reference to the direction in which Longstreet's
division was to move, it may, on the preceding evidence, be now considered
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established that General Johnston intended Longstreet's division should
move into action on the Nine-mile road, and support Hill by attacking
Keyes's right flank. It is noticeable that General Johnston, in his official
report, makes no mention of the information he received in regard to the
transfer of Longstreet's division to the "\Villiamsburg road, or of the attempt
made to have at least three brigades sent back to the Nine-mile road. No
allusion is made, in either of their official reports, to the note from Longstreet,
received by Johnston about 4 P. JU.
The anxiety felt by those near Old Tavern was extreme in the hours of sus
pense previous to 4 P. M., during which all were expecting to hear that the
fighting on the "\Villiamsburg road bad commenced. In my official report it
is stated that "as the day wore on and nothing decisive was beard from
General Longstreet's attack, except occasional firing of cannon, and, for some
two or three hom·s, but little musketry, it seemed that no real attack was
likely to be made that clay." Previous to 4 P. l\I. it was believed by all on the
Nine-mile road that no attack bad yet been made; the division on that road
could not be nclvanced beyond J\IcLaws's picket-line without bringing on the
battle which General Johnston intended should be initiated by the divisions of
Hill and Longstreet. The di.vision under Whiting was there for the pm·pose
of holding in check reenforcements from the north side of the river that
would surely be sent to Keyes as soon as he was attacked in force; and
Whiting was only to reenforce Longstreet "should there be cause of haste."
The information finally received not only warned General Johnston that the
battle had been raging for several hom·s, but the charncter of Longstreet's
note conveyed the distinct impression that the delay from 8 A. l\I. to the
afternoon had enabled the Federals to reenforce Keyes to such an extent that
Longstreet had met with more opposition than the whole of his command
could well overcome. In this state of affairs General Jobnston ordered the
division under ,Vhiting to move forward as rapidly as possible, and himself
m·ged and led the di.vision against "the right flank of Longstreet's adver
saries" without further regard to reenforcements from the north side of the
Chickabominy. 'rhis advance was so rapid that no artillery was carried for
ward, on account of the almost impracticable condition of the ground. Very
soon after this movement commenced, General Johnston dh-ected Hood's
brigade to bear strongly to the right, and go direct to the assistance of
Longstreet, who was supposed to be in front of the enemy, near Seven Pines.
But it has ab-eacly been seen that Colonel Jenkins's command had then bm·st
across the Nine-mile road a little south of Fair Oaks, and was "scouring"
the rear of that road; and that 8 of the 13 brigades under Longstreet's control
hacl not been pnt in action. Nothing of this, however, was then known to
General Johnston. ,Vb.en the head of the column on the Nine-mile road, in
the hurried movement to aid Longstreet, reached the vicinity of Fair Oaks
Station, General Jolrnston censured General ,Vhiting for hesitating to cross
the raih·oad before disposing of a Federal force, north of that station, in
position to threaten the left flank and rear of Whiting's command in case be
moved farther. I was not present, but the following extracts from a letter to
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me, written in 1868 by Colonel B. W. Frobel, of the Confederate States
Engineer Corps, gives au account of what occurred on that occasion. Colonel
Frobel was then a major on General Whiting's staff. He says:
"Generals Johnston and Whiting were following immediately after Whiting's brigade. As
Whiting's brigade reached the road near the railroad crossing, I was sent to halt it. On return
ing after doing this, I joined Generals Whiting and Johnston, who were riding toward the
crossing. General ·whiting was expostulating with General Johnston about taking the division
across the railroad - insisting that the enemy were in force on our left flank and rear. General
Johnston replied: 'Oh! General ·whiting, yon are too cautious.' At thi::; time we reached the
crossing, and nearly at the same moment the enemy opened an artillery :fire from the direction
pointed out by General Whiting. ·we moved back up the road near the small white house.
Whiting's brigade [a portion of it] was gone; it had been ordered forward to charge the batteries
[two separated sections of one batteryJ which were firing on us. The brigade was repulsed, and iu
a few minutes came streaming back through the little skirt of woods to the left of the Nine
mile road near the crossing. There was only a part of the brigade i� this charge. Pender [com
manding regiment] soon rallied and re-formed those on the edge of the woods. General ·whiting
sent an order to him to reconnoiter the batteries, and if he thought they could be taken, to try it
again. Before he could do so some one galloped up, shouting, 'Charge that battery!' The men
moved forward at a double-quick, hut were repulsed as before, and cl.riven back to the woods."

Of the Federal resistance to this attack, General E. Y. Sumner, in bis
official report, says :
" On arriving on the field, I found General Couch with fom regiments and two companies of
infantry and Brady's battery. These troops were drawn up in line near Adams's house, and
there was a pause in the battle."

General Sedgwick, commander of Sumner's leading division, says: "Upon
debouching into the open field near Adams's house, we found Abercrombie's
brigade of Conch's division sustaining a severe attack and hard pnshed by
the enemy."
Kirby's six Napoleon gnus were promptly placed in position facing south.
The infantry of Sedg,vick's division was pnt on the right and left, in Conch's
defensive line. The Federal accounts show that repeated attempts were
made by the Confederates to carry the position, bnt without success; that
the contest continued until dark, at which time Kfrby's battery faced west,
without having otherwise changed position, and the infantry on the left of
the battery was also facing west, ,vith its left very near the railroad, a little
east of Fair Oaks Station. On the immediate right of Kirby's battery the
line of infantry still faced nearly south. There was no change in this part of
the Federal lines ; bat on the extreme right the line was facing almost west,
and had not been closely engaged.
In the meantime, before the action north of Fair Oaks commenced, when
the head of Pettigrew's brigade reached the point in the large wood about
three-fourths of a mile from the railroad crossing, I halted for the purpose of
giving instructions to General Wade Hampton, whose brigade had reached the
rear of Pettigrew's. Generals Jolmston and Whiting had gone on with the two
leading brigades, and I did not again see either of them nntil after dark. I
directed General Hampton to lead his brigade to the left, on the wood road, a
little more than a brigade length 1 and then resume his march in a direction
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SUll!NER'S conrs CUOSSING THE OVERFLOWED "GRAPEVIN!s" BRIDGE TO REENFORCE COUCH AT FAIR OAKS.
[SEE ll!Al', P. 226.] FRO}! A SKETCH nIADE AT THE TIME,

parallel to the Nine-mile road, which would bring Hampton into line of bat
tle on Pettigrew's left, in the attack General Jobnston proposed to make. I
remained at that point until Hampton's brigade had filed out of the Nine-mile
road; then gave directions to Hatton's brigade to continue moving on the Nine
mile road, which would bring it into position as a reserve, to the line of battle
formed by tho brigades of Whiting, Pettigrew, and Hampton. In the mean
time the action had commenced near Fair Oaks. On reaching the eastern
edge of the wood I saw the leading troops moving north from Fair Oaks in
direction almost exactly opposite to that in ,vhich I had given General Hamp
ton to understand that General Johnston's movement would be made. In a
short time I saw onr leading troops retiring. This was the second repulse
spoken of by Colonel Frobel. I notified General ,Vhiting of Hampton's posi
tion, and soon learned from him that the previous attacks had been conducted
without proper knowledge of the enemy's position; but that a reconnoissance
had been made, and a combined attack by the throe brigades would capture the
battery in a few minutes. Before this attack ,,as arranged, Kirby's battery
of six pieces and the first brigade of Sedg\\"ick's division reached Conch's
line and the attack ·was repulsed. By this time Hatton's brigade had come
up and was in the open field, close to the north side of the Niue-mile road.
One regiment of Pettigrew's brigade, in reserve, was in the same field about two
humlred yards north of the road. Soon after the repulse of the three brigades,
the firing on the Fodera] side greatly increased. General Johnston, who was
at the small grove north of Fair Oaks, sent word to me to have all the avail-
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able troops brought up quickly. The only troops within reach, not already
up, were a brigade and a half of :Magruder's command stationed along the
New Bridge road. I sent General Jobnston's order direct to these brigade
commanders; and seeing that "\Vbiting's brigade was pressed back on the
right, and learning that Hampton and Pettigrew were suffering great losses
in the small wood, GOO or 800 yards north of Fair Oaks, it seemed to me that
the Federal reenforcements from the north side of the river were likely to
break through the division and reach Longstreet's left flank and rear. I there
fore ordered Hatton's brigade and Pettigrew's reserve regiment to move into
the woods and aid the troops closely engaged there. Believing that Whiting
bad, on the right, as much as he could well attend to, I went with Hatton's
brigade to the extreme front line of Hampton and Pettigrew in the woods,
and soon learned that General Pettigrew had been wonnded, it was supposed
mortally, and was a prisoner. General Hatton was killed at my side jnst
as bis brigade reached the front line of battle; and in a very few minutes
General Hampton was severely woundecl. In this state of affairs, I sent
word to General ,Vhiting that I would take executive control in that wood,
which would relieve him, for the time, of care for the left of the division,
and enable him to give bis undivided attention to the right.
In the wood the opposing lines were close to each other, in some places
not more than twenty-five or thirty yards apart. The contest continued
until dark without material variation in the position of either line on that
part of the field after I reached the extreme front, until the fl.Ting bad
ceased at dark, when I ordered the line to fall back to the edge of the field
and re-form. In the meantime Whiting's brigade and the right of Pettigrew's
bad been forced back to the clump of trees just north of Fair Oaks Station,
where the contest was kept up until night.\
On reaching the open field in rear of the line where Hampton's and
Hatton's brigades bad been engaged, I beard for the first time that General
Johnston bad been very seriously wounded and taken from the field an hour
or more before. I was second in rank in his army, therefore the command,
for the time being, devolved upon me.
In further illustration of views held at that time on the Confederate side
in regard to the events of the first day at Seven Pines, the following extracts
from a letter dated June 7th, ISG:2, from Longstreet to Johnston, are not
irrelevant, however erroneous the opinions be expresses may be. He says:
"The failure of complete success on Satmday [JHay 31st] I attrihute to the slow movements
of General Huger's command. This threw perhaps the hardest part of the battle upon my own
poor division. . . . Our ammunition was nearly exhausted when Whiting moved, and I
could not, therefore, move on with the rush that we could had his movement been earlier. . .
I can't hut help think that a display of his forces on the left flank of the enemy by General
Huger would have completed the affair and giYen Whiting as easy and pretty a game as was
ever had upon a battle-field."

It is not deemed necessary to make any comments
already stated and proved are sufficient.

011

this letter. The facts

'\ In the action north of Fair Oaks the four Confederate brigades engaged lost 1061 killed
and wounded.-G. W. S.

TWO DAYS OF BATTLE AT SEVEN PINES.

General Johnston says [see p. �14]:
"It was near half-past G o'clock before I admitted to myself that Smith was engaged, not
with a brigade, as I had obstinately thought, but with more than a division."

It may not be amiss to mention here that Colonel Frobcl, in the letter to
me above referred to, says:
"General W. H. C. 'iVhiting was at that time commanding your division, you being in com
mand of the left wing of the n.rmy. . . . Whiting was directly under General ,Johnston,
who was with the division the whole day until he was wounded, late in the afternoon."

Without dwelling now upon the persistency with which General Jolmston
insists that I was then in command of the division which bore my name, it
may be stated here that General "Whiting
was clearly of opinion then and ever after,
that but for General Johnston's determi
nation to press on across the railroad to
Longstreet's assistance, Conch would have
been beaten and his battery captured before
Sumner's leading troops reached the field.
Before describing what occmTed on the
second day, allusion will be mado to some
of the erroneous views which have been
widely promulgated in regard to these
operations. General Jolmston, in his of
ficial report, says : "l\Iajor-General G. W.
Smith succeeded to the command. He was
prnvented from renm\ing his attack ou the
enemy's position next lllOl'Uiug by the disM.-\JU!Ha;:m1:.\L E1rn·1:-. V. f'Umam
FIW.\l .\ l'IIOTUUHA!'II.
covery of strong rn
. t ronc hments not seen
on the pre,ions eyening." On page 141 of his published "Narrative," he
says: " Sumner's corps at Fair Oaks [ June 1st] "·as six: miles from those of
Heintzelman and Keyes, which were near Bottom's Bridg·e." In reference
to the position of the Confederates at that time, he places D. H. Hill's divis
ion in line of battle across the ,villiamslmrg rond, nt right augles to it,
more than a mile east of Seven Pines, the left of Hill's line, near the rail
road, facing north ; Longstreet's and Huger's divisions on Hill's left, par
allel to the railroad and extending a short distance west of Fair Oaks
Station, nniting there with the division under '\Vhiting; and says, "l\fa
grnder's division in reserve" "was under arms near."* On the rnnp in
his hook he represents Sumner's corps iu one line facing ,,est, its left on
the railroad a little west of Fair Oaks, with Longstreet's and Huger's diYisions
close on S11111110r's left flank and rear. Having thus placed the ('Ontending
forces, he adds: "Snch advantage of position and superiority of numbers
wonld have enabled the Confederates to defeat Snmner's corps, had the
engagement heeu renewed Sunday morning [June 1st] hefo1·e any aid could
have come from Heintzelman, after which his troops could. not have made
*"Narrative of l\lilitary Operations," by Joseph E. Johnston, pp. ] 37, 119.- G. W. S.
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SIDIXER'S .!\!ARCH TO REEXFORCE COUCH AT FAIR OAKS STAT!OX.

Lieutenant Edmund Kirby, Battery I, FirRt U. S. Artillery, says in his official report : "The roads were
almost impassable for artillery, arnl I exverieueed great
difficulty in getting my gmrn along. I was obliged at
times to unlimber and use the prolonge, the eannon<>ers

lJeing- up to their waists in water. About 4: 30 P. 111. I
was within three-quarters of a mile of Fair Oaks Station,
with tllree pieces [twel,e-Jlounder Napoleons] and one
caisson, the remainrler of the battery being in the rear,
am! ecming np as fast as circumstances wonlll Jlet'lllit."

effectual resistance." He claims that the battle was "unfinished in conse
quence of the disabling of their commander [Johnston]," and states that after
he was disabled, the only thiug President Davis "ought to have clone, or had
time to do, was postponed almost twenty hours -the putting General Lee,
who was near, in command of the army."
General Johnston also states that three Federal corps on the Richmond side
"were completely separated from the two corps of their right beyond the
Chickahominy by the swollen stream, which had swept away their bridges."
This, if true, was not known or believed on onr side. Anxiety on account of
Federal reenforcemeuts from the north side of the Chickahomiuy was felt,
on the 1st of June as well as on the 31st of l\Iay, by the Confederate com
mander. But General Longstreet seems to have ignored all consideration of
that subject on both clays.
In the official report of the chief engineer of l\IcClellan's army it is stated:
"At 8: 15 A. 111. ( June 1st) the pontoon-bridge at the site of New Bridge was complete and pass
able to infantry, cavalry, and artillery. About noon the upper trestle-bridge was practicable
for infantry. It was not till night that a practicable bridge for infantry was obtained at the
lower trestle-bridge."

The railroad-bridge had been made practicable for all arms, and was not
affected by the freshet.
The specific details given by General Johnstou in regard to the positions
occupied by the divisions of D. H. Hill, Longstreet, and Huger on the mornYOL. II.
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ing of June 1st, accorded, in the main, with General Longstreet's report to
me at the time; and I never questioned the accuracy of General Johnston's
statement in regard to the general positions occupied by these three divisions
until I saw the recently published "Official Records." But I knew there was
a gap between ""Whiting's right and Longstreet's left, and I knew, too, tbat
J\fagruder's troops were not concentrated at Old TaNe.rn.
Only one of the many remarkable statements made by General Longstreet
in regard to the operations of the second day will be mentioned here. In a
letter written in 1874 to General George ,V. J\lindil, Federal, for the avoweel pur
pose of thruwing light upon the Confederate side, General Longstreet sa�·s:
"I clo not remember to have heard of any fighting on the second day, except a sharp skirmish
reported by General Pickett as he was retiring, under the orders of General Lee, to resume our
former position."

,Vithout dwelling npon what might have happened if General Johnston
had not heen disabled, or discussing what President D.wis "ought to have
done, or hall time to do," it is proposed to show that General Jolrnston is
greatly in error in reference to the positions of the contending forces on the
morning of Jnne 1st, and to present evidence that will refresh General Long
street's memory in regard to the fighting he "heard of" that clay.
In reference to the positions occupied by the three divisions under General
Longstreet, it has already been stated and proved that D. H. Hill's division
was in bivouac in the woods west of Casey's earth-works; and that large
portions of the divisions of Longstreet and Huger were around Casey's re
doubt, in the open field west of the second abatis. Before midnight, l\Iay 31st,
Colonel Jenkins's command was withclra'lvn to Seven Pines, and the brigades
of Wilcox and Pryor moved forward from the redoubt and biYouacked on the
sides of the Williamsburg road, in advance of Seven Pines, the head of their
column being on the ground where Colonel Jenkins ceased fighting. Pickett's
brigade was still far back on the railroad, where it was posted by Longstreet's
order when the attack was commenced, J\fay 31st, and J\Iahone's brigade was
three and a half miles out on the Charles City road.
Two brigades of the division under "'\Vhiting were in line of battle, facing
nearly east, the right being on the railroad about fiye hnnclrecl yards west of
Fair Oaks, tho left in the woods on the north of the Nine-mile road, and the
other three brigades "''ithin close supporting distance. There were six brigades
in l\Iagrnder's command. Two of them were guarding the J\Iechanicsville and
Meadow Bridge roads. The positions of the other four brigades are given in
a note, dated 11 P. l\I., May 31st, addressed to me by their immediate com
mander, General J\foLaws. He says:
"General Cobb, five regiments, [posted] from the Mechanicsville road to General Harvey's
place; General Kershaw from General Harvey's to Baker's; Generals Griffith and Semmes
from General Kerslrn w's right to New Bridge, and on the line clown Ncw Bridge road."

Magruder's six brigades were the only forces gnarcling the crossings of the
Chickahominy from New Bridge to Meadow Bridge.
On the Fecl8ral side Keyes's corps, with nbunclant artillery, occupied that
pnrt of the Federal third line of defense which was on the south side of the
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Williamsburg road, one and three-eighths miles east of Seven Pines. One
brigade and h,o regiments of Hooker's division ,,ere close in rear of Keyes,
and two brigades of Kearny's division were in the tren�hes of the thil'Cl line
of defense, on the north side of the ,Villiams1mrg road ; whilst Birney's bri
gade of that division was about half a mile in advance, with three regiments
in line of battle, facing nearly south-west, their right resting on the railroad,
and in close connection with Sumner's corps. In fact, the lines of Sum
ner and Heintzelman oYerlapped here at the time the Confederate attack
-.....,---,-was made. Sumner's
-,------:-,c--�--..
corps (instead of being drawn up in one
line, facing nearly
- =:,:--��:
west, as represented
by General Johnston)
'I
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HOUSES ON TllE BATTLE-FIELD,
USED AS UXION HOSPITALS.

FRO)[ PIIOTOGR.APIIS TAii.EN
SOO:'. .AFTER THE Il.ATTLE.

�J/�;:;hmh�::�,� e;:t
;:� e;� �:;g�;;�,:��'.i! b�..: c-�;;� :00
teries,
were in line,
off forces and five batfacing nearly west, the left being a little north of the raih'oad, a short dis
tance east of Fair Oaks. Richardson's chdsion was on Sedgwick's left, in
three lines, nearly parallel to the railroad, with fom· batteries. In front of
Richardson's position was a dense and tangled wood; on his right, and in
front of Sedgwick, the ground was open for several hundred yards.
I find no reasonable cause to doubt the substantial accuracy of the Federal
official reports in regard to the position of their forces, or in reference to their
accounts of the actual fighting, a synopsis of ,\·bich will presently be giYen.
I am far from agreeing with General Johnston in the rose-colored view he
takes of the situation, at the time he was woundecl, when there \\·ere, practi
cally, three· Federal corps upon the field. Bnt I gave orders for the renewal
of the attack, with no expectation, however, of the easy, complete, and cer
tain success he pictures for that clay.
When I assumed command of the army, I could learn nothing from those
around me in reference to what had occurred ou the ,Villiamslmrg road later
than the information containe,1 in the note received from General Longstreet,
at 4 P. l\I. Hood's brigade bad been recalled before it reached D. H. Hill's
lines, and returned after the action uorth of Fair Oaks was ended. I sent
staff-officers with several different parties to communicate with General Long
street and request him to meet me as soon as possible at the headquarter. on
the Nine-mile road, near Old Tavern. A few minutes later General J. E. B.
s

:0�:--":<l
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Stuart report.eel to rne that the enemy
had made 110 advance during the day
on the Charles City road, and that
om· troops had captured the Federal
works at SeYen Pines some time be
fore sunset and had adva11ced beyoncl
that point -he did not kno"T 1ww far.
He had good guides with him, and
offered to go in person to General
Longstreet and have him piloted to
hendqnarters. A little nfter 11 r. J\I.
I received a note from General Stnart,
stating t1rnt at 10: 30 1m bad failed to
find General Longstreet.
In tho meantime General :McLaws,
who was at New Bridge, reported large
forces opposite that point, aud that
they were building a pontoon-bridge.
Ho added: " If this position is forced,
your command will he in great dnu
gor, as yon are aware."
!Jl!Ji/�
Guided hy ono of my staff, who had
i
., ; srnwoedcd in finding him nhont midnight, General Longstreet roached
headquarters after 1 A. J\I. Ho re
[
ported that D. H. Hi11's division'and
'
n!AJOR·GE!\'EBAL OLIVER 0, 110\VARU. t'AC·SI�JILE RE·
'
a portion of ] ns own, nfter pro1 onged
rRovucTrnN oF A r110ToGnAr11 T,\lrnN nEF01rn
TUE H.\TTLE OF �JffEN rINE:,l, ON TllE
fig J 1 t·ing ancl J ieavy 1 osses, } Htc1 snc:mcoxu inY oF w111c11 Gl,NEnAL
uowAno LOST Ill� HIGll'f AHM.
ceedod iu driving tho enemy from
Seven Pines late in tho nftornoon, and had pursued them more than a mile,
until clark. On learning from him that a portion of his own diYisiou had not
heon in action, and that Hnger's division, recalled from the Chnrles City road,
though now at the front, had not boeu e11gaged at all, I directed General Long
street to send a brigade of Hngor's division to the Nino-mile rnad. That bri
gade was to support l\kLaws at New Bridge, or ,Vbiting at Fair Oaks, as
might l>o required. General Longstreet was ordered to renew the att::u.1k with
the rest of his command a , oon after daybreak as practicable, and to fight
north rather than attempt to force his way any farther toward Bottom's
Bridge. He left mo a litt1o aftor� A. JI.I., and retm·nod to the Williamsburg road.
I wrote to General Lee, who was stationed in Richmond, in general charge
of military operations, informing him of the orders I had giYeu. In reply, dated
5 A. 11., Juno 1st, Genornl Lee says: "Yonr moYements are judicious, and
cletenniuation to strike tho enemy right." In my official report it is stated:
'' General Longstreet was directed to push his successes of the previous day as far as practi
cable, pivoting his movement upon the position of General ·whiting, on his left. The latter
was directed to make a divet·siou in favor of Gencntl Longstreet's real attack."
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Soon after daylight there was sharp firing for a frw minutes between
Hood's skirmishers, near the railroad, and the extreme right of Richardson's
position. rrhese skirmishel's were promptly recalled, and ,Vhiting was ordered
to make no advance unti.l the attack by the right wing was well developed, in
full force. In this affair Hood lost thirteen wounded. No part of the divis
ion under Whiting was again engaged during the day; because, although
there was a good deal of heavy firing in the right v1ing that morning, nothing
was observed from the Nine-mile road that indicated to me a real and deter
mined attack, in full force by the right wing, such as I intended Whiting
should support.
At G: 30 A. ii. firing in the wood commencefl, a little south of the railroad,
about half a mile or more east of Fair Oaks, and was sufficiently heavy to
indicate that the moYement Longstreet had been ordernd to make had begun.
This heavy firing �ontinued for an hour or more, nearly at the same place,
but did not develop into an attack in full force. It lulled for a while, and was
presently renewed, but now at a point several hundred yards south of the
railroad. L<;mgstreet's troops were evidently losing ground without his hav
ing made an attack with more than a very small portion of the Ri.gbt Wing.
In the meantime my chief of staff, who was on the Chickahominy lJluffs,
had, from time to time, reported movements of troops, pontoons, etc., on the
north side of the 1iver, showing preparations for sending over additional
Federal reenforcements. 'rhe first information i·eceived from General Long
street was contained in a note from him, datefl 8 A. l\I., saying: "I luwe
ordered a brigade of General Hnger's, as agreed upon. Please send a guide
for it." About 10: 30 A. )I. the following was received from General Long
street: " The brigade cannot be spared. Every man except a brigade is
in action." In a few minutes this came from him: "The entire army
seems to be opposed to me. I trust that some diYersion may be made in
my favor during these successive attacks, el e my troops cannot stand it.
The ammunition gives out too readily." And directly after, a note, dated
10 A. :.'.\I., was received, saying: "Can you reenforce me'? The entire army
seems to be opposed to me.
If I can't get help, I fear I must foll
back."
His leading troops had fallen back some time before; this was evident
from observations made on the Nine-mile road. In Longstreet's dire extrem
ity, as shown in the three notes receiYed almost at one time, there were
two ways in which I could then, possibly, help hnu,- one was by order
ing ,Vhiting forward over the open ground, and in deep inud, against the
strong lines and numerous batteries of Sedgwick and Richardson; the other
was to strip the Chickahominy of its defenders above New Bridge, and send
reerrforcements direct to Longstreet on the Williamsburg road. I adopted
the latter course, and requested General ::;\foLaws to go to General Long
street, inform him that about five thousand men had been ordered to reen
force him: assure him that the whole Federal army was not in his front, tell
him that he must not foll back any farther, but drive the enemy, and, if pos
sible, regain the ground he had lost.
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About 1 P. :u. I received a note from General McLaws, stating: "Long
street says he can hold his position with five thousand more men. He has
now the same ground the enemy held yesterday." A little after 2 P. u. I
receiYecl a letter from General Longstreet, elated 1: 30 P. :;-.r. , in which he says:
" The next attack will be from Sulllller's division. I think that if we can whip it we shall be
comparatively safe. . . . I sincerely hope that we may succeed against them in their next
effort. Oh, that I hacl ten thousand men more! "

,·rhen I receiYccl that note from Longstreet there had been little or no fir
ing for several hom·s, and there was none of any consequence after that time.
Ou reading in the "Of
ficial Records'' the detail
ed reports of subordinate
fighting commanders on
both sides, I asked Gen
eral n·.H.Hill ,,hat orclers
he received from General
Longstreet that day. His
reply, dated June 26th,
1885, authorizes me to
state : "General Hill says

F.AR)I·HOUSE XEAR F.\IR O.\K�,
USED AS A u::-.rnx HOSPITAL.
FRO)! SKETCllES .:\!ADE AT TIIE TDIE.

that he got no orders
from General Longstreet
on Snnclay [June 1st]
whateYer." This informa
tion was to mo like light. A(
ning from a clear sk:r,
--- ,.,.
'----�-�
�
il1�
,.
and it cleared tho murky
atu1osphere "·hich had
HYER's Housi;, l'iEAR FAm oAKs. L"sEn As .-1. ui-ro:s uosprnL.
nuR:sEv JuxE 29, is62.
urronnded some of the
recently published official reports ou the Coufederate side, and enabled me
to comprohencl things that appeared to ho inexplicable before I kuew that
Longstreet had made no attempt to obey my order.
The Federal reports of regimental, brigade, and division commanders of
troops closely engaged the second clay aro given in such detail in the"Official
Records," that, by comparing them with tho limited number of Confederate
reports found there, a clear idea may be formed of what actually occurred.
This comparison eliminates nearly all of those exaggerated elements in the
accounts whieh relate to the wondrous results claimed to have been achieved
by so-called "bayonet-charges" on the one side, and the bloody repulse of
"ten times" their own numbers on the other.
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It has already been shown that on May 31st the Confederates struck Keyes's
corps, isolated at Seven Pines, "With four brigades, and increased the attack
ing force to five brigades after Keyes bad been reenforced by Heintzelman.
June 1st, the Confederate attack was made against the left wing of French's
brigade, which, with one regiment of Howard's brigade on its left, formed
the front line of Richardson's diYision. On the left of that division ,,·as
Bil'ney's brigade of Kearny's division. In his official report, Richardson says:
" Near our left two roads crossed the rai1Toad, and up these the enemy moved his cohunns of
attack. At 6: 30 A. �I. . • • the enemy opened a heavy rolling fire of musketry within
fifty yards. .
. It soon became the heaviest musketry-firing that I had ever experienced
dlll'ing an hour and a half. . . . I now ordered in General Howard to reenforce the first
line with his brigade. . . . Soon after this the whole line of the enemy fell back for the
first time, unable to stand om· fire, and for half an holll' the firing ceased on both si<les."

In this attack the regiment of Howard's brigade on the extreme left of
Richardson's front line was broken, fell back behind the second line, and was
not again in action. The regiment next to it on the right was forced back a
short distance. The left of Richardson's front line was so rudely shaken that
all available means were used to strengthen it; a battery and l\Ieagher's
brigade were put in to cover the gap, and Bnrns's brigade, previously
detached to cover the communications with the bridges, was recalled and
hurriedly sent by General Sumner to Richardson's assistance.
It will be seen later that this staggering blow against the left of Richard
son's line was from three regiments of Annistead's brigade and three regi
ments of l\Iahone's brigade, both of Hnger's division. It will be seen, too,
that these six regiments were the only Confederate forces that attacked the
Federals chll'ing the second clay.
It was about 8 A. 1r. when General Hmvarcl, with two regiments of bis
brigade, relieved the left wing of French's brigade and took up the fighting.
Just at that time the three regiments of Birney's brigade south of the raih·oad,
whose strong advanced guards had been slowly driven back, were rapidly
thrown forward. The regiment next the railroad struck the flank of the Con
federates just at the time Howard was advancing against their front; and
under these two attacks the Confederates gave way in great disorder. The
center regiment, of Birney's three, met with but little resistance until it struck
a Confederate force in strong position on a wood road parallel to and three
hundred to four hundred yards south of the railroad, in front of the left wing
of French's brigade. The two regiments of Howard's brigade, in their for
ward movement, soon struck the same Confederates in the densely tangled
wood. These three Federal regiments, after repeated efforts to dislodge the
Confederates,- Pickett's brigade,- were repulsed with severe losses, and
resumed position in the lines from which they had advanced.
General Howard was wounded just as bis two regiments were coming to
close quarters with Pickett's brigade. The command of Howard's brigade
then devolved upon Colonel Cross, of the 5th New Hampshire, who says:
"Finding that the three other regiments of the brigade had been some time in action and
severely handled, I directed that they should move out of the woods and re-form in the rear of
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l\feagher's brigade, while I advanced my regiment to occupy the ground. ·we moved forward
in line of battle through a tllick wood, and about three hundred yards from the raihoad track
encountereLl the rebel line of battle. . . . The fire was now very close and deatlly, the
opposing lines being several times not over tllirty yards apal't. ,Vhen about ordering another
[the third] charge I was struck by a rifle-ball. . . . Lieutenant-Colonel Langley then took
command of the regiment, and, the rebels endeavoring to flank ns, he brought off the regiment
in excellent order, earrying most of our wounded."

It was now abont 11 A. 11., perhaps earlier. The :fighting was practically
ended when tho 5th Now Hmnpshire withdrew from in front of the position
defended by Piukett's brigade. In the meantime, however, there had been
some sharp firing, and for a short time a little close fighting, on the Williams
burg road, between the two ConfeclOl'ato brigades nuder General "Wilcox and
seven regiments of Hooker's division and tho loft regiment of Birney's three.
The two regiments of the right wing of French's brigade also advanced into
tho wood a short time before the action wns ended. [For losses, see p. 218.J
On the Confederate sicle, General D. H. Hill, in his official report, says that
at daylight, Juno 1st, he "learned that heavy roenforcements had come up to
the support of Keyes," and "that Gonoml G. ,V. Smith had been checked
upon tho Niue-mile road, and thnt no help conld bo expected in that direction."
Ho adds: "I therefore resolved to concentrate my troops around the captured
works." rrhis rosolutiou was formed iu the absence of any iustrnctions " what
ever" from his chief, General Longstreet, and he certainly received none from
me. It now appears that after Longstreet, about 10 A. M., l\Iay 31st, assumed
control of Huger and Hugor's division, all the brigades, when sent to the
front, wero ordered to report to General D. H. Hill. I did not know that Gen
eral Longstreet had, for the time being, virtually given up to General Hill
tho command of the throe divisions on the \Villiamsbnrg road; much less did
I know, or oven suspect, that General Longstreet made no attempt, Jmie 1st,
to carry into effect the order I gave him to renew the attack. 'l'he official
reports show that D. H. Hill connnanded tho thirteen brigades in tho right wiug
that clay. It is now proposed to toll what he llid with them. It will be seen
that he orclerell the brigades of Pickett ancl l\Iahone to attack, and, by infer
ence, that Armistead's brigade was ordered to attack; that tho brigades of Wil
cox and Pryor ·were ordered to· retire, and that the brigades of J\lahone and
Colston, jnst as tho fighting ended, were ordered to assist Pickett in the defen
siYe position he had taken np after Armistead's throe regiments wore reimlsod.
General Pickett., in his official report, says that his brigade marched at
daylight from its position back on the rnilr9ad, n.nd, in compliauce with
General Longstrnd's orrlers giYen the evening before, reported to General
D. H. Hill at Casey's rndoubt.. He adds:
"l\Iy brigade had marC'hed on some fom hundred yards in advance of this point when it was
there halted. Genel'al Hill directed me to ride over to the railroad ancl communicate with
Brigadier-General Hoofl, whose right was re'sting· on that road. I asked General Hill of the
whereabouts of the enemy. He said they were some distance in advance - in fact, I hacl no
t.lefinite idea where."

It is very dear that to the Confederates on the ,Villiamsbnrg road the
expression "in advance" meant toward the east. But Pickett's instructions
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from Hill reqnired
him in person to
go north in search
of Hood. On his
Pickett
ronte,
soon met a small
"plundering par
ty " of Confeder
nt es rushing past
him. He says :
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'· One folio"· riding
a mule with a halter
I seized on and de
tained for e:s:plana
tiou. Ho said the
enemy was within a
few yards of us, and
entreated me to let
him sa,ve himself. 1
immediately
rode HOUSE Nl,AR FAIR OA!i:S, USED AFTI<!R THE BATTi,E AS QUARTERS FOR TIii,; OFFICERS
OF TIIE l�T )11'.','.',ESOTA, Fl(())! A SliETCII )!ADE .\T THE TDrn.
back with him at a
gallop, and as briefly as possible informed General Hill of the circumstances. He onlere<l me
to attack, and I supposed [the] same order was given to other brigade c01nmander;;."

It is well to call attention here to the fact that the three regiments of
Birney's brigade [Federal] had stro11g outposts well to their front, stationed
in the woods several hundred yards south of the raifroad, for the purpose of
holding any advance of the Confederates in check long enough to enable
Kearny, with the rest of his division, to rcaeh and support Birney if clo ely
pressed. The Federal accounts shm, that these outposts did seriously delay
the Confederates aclYancing east on the f;Onth side of the railroad.
General Pickett says that his brigade ·was "in line of battle nearly per
pendicular to the railroad," and that Armistead was on his left. It will be
noticed tbnt, advancing in the line he describes, Pickett's brigade moved
nearly parallel to the railroad, and that Armistend's brigade was between
Pickett and the railroad. Pickett encountered the strong outposts of Birney's
brigade. Cont.inning his aceonnt, he says his brigade
"struck the enemy within a short distance (who opened heavily upon us), drove him through
an ahatis over a cross-road leading to [the] railroad, and was advancing over a second abatis,
when I had cliscoYerecl Armistead's lJrigacle had broken aucl were leaving the :field pell-melJ.
At this llloment I was on foot aucl half-way across the abatis, the men moving on beautifully
and carrying everything before ti.tern."

He had certainly not )"et struck Richardson's line, and never did reach it.
He called on General Hill for recnforcements, and he says that he threw back
the left of his brigade so as to oppose a. front to the Federals 0�1 the side where
Arm.istea�l's men had given way, and adds:
"As a matter of course, from having heen the attacking party, I now had to act on the defen
sive. Fortunately the enemy seemed determined on attacking· and carrying my front, and driv
ing me out of the abatis, which our men succeeded in preventing, though with considerable loss."
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The " Official Records" contain no report from any commander in that
portion of Annistead's or of l\Iahone's brigades engaged in the attack on
Richardson's line. But General l\[ahone, in a letter to Captain Benj. Huger,
October 13th, 186:2, says that his brigade moved early on the moming of June
1st from its position on the Charles City roacl, and reported to General Hill,
at the redoubt, "at the same time that General Pickett's brigade reported
upon the field," and that his own "brigade was in a few moments thereafter
thrown into action, a report of which General Huger has." That report
cannot be found ; but General Mahone now says, in letters to me, December,
1885, and January, 1886:
"At the momvnt I was reporting to General Hill, some person rode up and excitedly stated to
him that the enemy were in the wood on the north side of the ['IVilliamslrnrg] road. . . .
General Hill said : ' General Mahone, take yonr brigade in there,' referring to the wood in which
tho enemy were snpposecl to be." "I am qnite certain that Armistead's brigade was on my
immediate right, aml I suppose it went into the fight about the time lllY brig·acle \vent in. There
was no fighting which ,Yotud indicate an attack by either side before my leading regiments
went in, . . . and none on lllY left dming the engagement that followed. Arrnistead's
brigade and llline lllnst have struck the enemy about the same time." " The impetus of the
charge of the 3d Alabama, a splendid regiment, I am satisfied must have severely shocked
aml (1ison1orod Richardson's lino, and if there had been any intelligent understanding of the
position of the enemy, and instructions as to "·hat we ,,ere to do, it can be seen no1c how easy
a destl'llctive blow might have been given."

•

From different hnt authentic sources, I learn that the losses in JHahone's bri
gade ,Yere 330, of which 175 were in the 3d Alabama, 11:2 in the 41st Virginia,
and 5:2 in the 1:2th Virginia. The other two n"giments were detached.
I have not succeeded in getting specific information from any one engaged
iu either of the regiments of Armisteac1's brigade that attacked the extreme
left of Richardson's line. The effect prodnced by that attack shows it was of
a very determined character, and from the naturn of the Federal connter
attack on Armistead, the losses of the latter mnst have been -very heavy.
That Armistead's three regiments did not, then, retire from the wootl is
shown by the pnhlished official report of Colonel H.B. 'l1omlin, of the 53d
Virginia, which had been kept hack during the night, May 31st, at General
Longstreet's headquarters, and did not get to the front before the other three
regiments had been repulsed. On reaching the redonht, this regiment was
ordered to join the other three in the "\Yoods. In the tangled undergrowth it
became engaged by mistake with one of l\lahone's regiments; and, whilst they
were firing into each othei', one of the regiments of French's Federal brigade
came up, and Armistead's regiment, in <..:onfnsion, fell back to the redoubt,
"apprehending more danger from friends than the enemy." In this fiasco
that regiment lost one killed and eighteen wounded, and the regiment of
French's brigade lost one killed and five wounded. These incidents have
been referred to because of the exaggerated importance attached by the
Federals to the " bayonet-charge" made by the right of French's brigade.
General \Vilcox, commanding his own brigade and Pryor's, says that
on the morning of June 1st, having 110 orders, he formed his brigade in
line of battle across and at right angles to the \Villiamsburg road about half
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a mile east of Seven Pines, and Pryor's brigade on the left, but facing
nearly north. The Federals moved against ,Vilcox about 8 A. JU. In his
official report he says that after the .firing had continued for some time,
the engagement became serious on his entire front, and the contest "was
going on as ,,ell as could he desired," when "an order was sent to me to
withd.Taw my commancl, which was instantly done." General ,Vilcox adds:
"The order giYen me to retire my command on the second morning was given in writing by
D. H. Hill, and for the reason, as he stated in bis note, that l\Iabone's men had acted bacUy."

After the withdrawal of these h,·o brigades they were placed in position
near the redoubt. In this affair the losses in "\filcox's brigade were 44;
those in Pryor's brigade are not stated. The Federal accounts of operations
on this part of the field sp.ow great misapprehension of the real state of
affairs on the Confederate side. General Hooker says:
" Our advance on the rebels . . . was slow, . . . the fire brisk and unerring. After
an interchange of musketry of this character for more than an hour, directions were given to
au.Yance ,vitb the bayonet, when the enemy were thrown into wild confusion, throwing away
their arms, bats, and coats, and broke through the forest in the diTection of Richmond."

A good deal of this "magnificence" Yanishes before the plain statements
made by General ,Vilcox; but, in fairness, it should be stated that"extraYa
gances" are also found in the Confederate reports. General Hill says :
"Pitkett held bis ground against the odds of ten to one for several hours."
Pickett's frantic appeals to Hill for help gaYe color of probability to Gen
eral Hill's opinion ; hut the Federal reports, now pnblished, show that Pick
ett's strong defensiYe position ,Yas attacked by four regiments only. Hill
finally sent two brigades to Pickett's assistance, and on their appearance the
5th Kew Hampshire withdrew from Piekett's front; or, as be expresses it,
'' the enemy retreated to their bnsh;� coyer, and their fire immediately slack
ened." He adds: "N"o other attempt was made by them to advance, and about
1 P. JU., I judge, by General Hill's order, I withchew the whole of om· front line."
He evidently means his own brigade and the two brigades that had been sent
to aid him. The losses in the -! regiments of Piekett's brigade were 350.
General Hill bad now sncceedecl in coneentrating the right wing of the army
"around the captured works." He says :
"The [remainder of the] clay was spent in remo,wg 6700 muskets and rifles in fine condi
tion, ordnance, commissary and medical stores. Ten captured guns had been removed the
night before, . . . General Longstreet sent me an order after dark to withch'aw my whole
command. The thiTteen brigades were not got together until near midnight."

General Pickett says :
"General Hill sent for me about 1 o'clock at night, or, rather, morning of June 2d, and I
went to the redoubt in search of him. . . . General Hill gaYe me orders to cover [the] with
drawal of the troops with my brigade. . . . The whole of our force filed past by half an
hour after sunrise. I then leisurely moved off, not a Yankee in sight or even a puff of smoke."

The Federals resumed the positions they held that morning, with the excep
tion of Sickles's brigade of Hooker's dh�sion, which occupied the ground where
Colonel Jenkins's command ceased :fighting the previous day. Some time after
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SECOND LINE OF UNION ""ORKS AT TIIE .. TWIN IIOU:'<Ef'" ON TUE WILLL\�ISBURG ROAD, LO<HUNG WEST.
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After the battle of Se,en PineH this position was greatly strengthPne,l. as may be seen by l'Omparing the above
picture with the sketch,·s of the snme po�ition on page 216.

sunrise, ,June �cl, the Federal pickets discovered that the Confederates had
retired from Casey's captured works. At 5 r. l\I. that clay General Hooker
reportell the result of an armed reconnoissance from which he had just
retnrnecl. He sa)'S that a short distance in frout of Casey's camp "the
enemy appeared to h::we a regiment of ca;valry and three of infantry, but as
the latter were most concealed in tho forest, it was not prncle11t to determi11e
their number." At 3 A. ::.\I. that day the chief of staff of l\IcClellan's army
wrote to General Sum11er: "The general commandiug says, ill reply to your
dispatch, that you must do the best yon can to hold your own if attackell.
General Heintzc>lmnn will support yon." At 11:50 r. :;_\I., ,June 3cl, General
Sumner wrote to General Kearny:
'' From i:nforurntion I have received, I have reason to expect a formidable attack to-morrow
morning-. Please advance ,vi.th yom division at :3 A. M. in order to attack the flank of the enemy
if be assails me in large force. Everything may depend npon this movement of y01us.''

The f lir'ory that the "Confederates attacked in full force," were repulsed,
retreated in "disorganization and <lismay," "which sent them to Richmond
in a panic on the night of June 1st," is not in accordance with the facts
already established, nor with any that are likely to be brought to light
hereafter.
The divisions of Longstreet and Hill leisurely returned to the positious they
occupied when the orcler to attack was given; but Huger's division remained
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well out on the Williamsburg road iu advance of D. H. Hill's position. The
latter fact is made clear by the follo,ving written statement of General Long
street, dated June 3d, 186:2. He says:
"The entire division of General Huger was left in advance upon retiring with the forces
from the late battle-field. He was absent yesterday, but not coming to report after being sent
for, I ordered General Stuart to take command of the division."

This in itself shows, beyond doubt, that General Longstreet -was exercising
control over Huger and Huger's division during these operations.
On the Nine-mile road the division under \Vhiting remained, for some clays
after the battle was ended, closely confronting Sumner's corps near Fair Oaks.
In the letter already referred to, Colonel Frobel says:
"We remained in the position indicated until the afternoon, when the brigades were with
drawn a short distance to the shelter of heavy woods in our rear. I do not think after this that
we changed our position for several days."

In his official report of -what occurred the clay after he ,vas disabled and left
the field, General Jolmston says : "In the evening [ Jnne 1st] our troops
quietly returned to their own camps."
The camps of the division nuder \Vhiting were on the l\Ieaclow Bridge road;
this division remninecl on the Nine-mile road, a mile or more in advance of
1\lagruder's line at Old Tavern. The camps of Hnger's division were on the
bnnks of Gilliss Creek, close to the suburbs of Richmond; this division
remained on the \Villiamslmrg road, more thau a mile in advance of Hill's
cnmps. The two divisions tlrnt clid return to their cmnps left the field on the
morning of Jnne 2d-not "in the eYening" of June 1st.
To complete this sketch of the battle of Seven Pines, it is essential to
mention that, when I received General Longstreet's note, elated 1:30 P. M.,
June 1st, which ended with the exclamation, "Oh, that I had ten thousand
men more," General Lee had jnst taken command of the army. He seemed
very much impressed by the state of affairs on the Williamsbm·g road as
depicted in General Longstreet's note. I assnred him, however, that Long
street was mistaken in supposing that the whole Federal army was opposed
to him; that I had several hours before nearly stripped the Chickahominy,
between New Bridge and 1\IechanicsYille, in order to send him reenforce
ments; and that the danger to Richmond, if any, was not then on the
Williamsburg road, if it ever had been.
General Lee gaYe me no orders that clay. rrhe fact that Longstreet's and
D. H. Hill's divisions were sent hack to their former camps induces me to
believe that this was in compliance with orders given by General Lee to Gen
eral Longstreet-perhaps for the reason that on l\lay 31st we bad not fully
succeeded in crushing one Federal corps isolated at Seven Pines, and on June
1st bad lost all the ground beyond Seven Pines that we had gained the clay
previous.
I was completely prostrated on the 2d of June by an attack of paralysis,
no symptom of which was manifested within eighteen hours after Lee relieved
me of the command of the army. But, for that misfortune, I would certainly
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have required all subordinates to report to me events that took place on the
field in their respective commands whilst I was in control of the army.
The detailed reports of regimental and brigade commanders on both sides in
this battle show many instances of close, persi. tent, and bloody fighting, such
as have been seldom equaled by any troops on any fiold. Cases of temporary
confusion and disorder occurred, bnt fair examination show·s there was good
reason for this. In reference to the general management, ho·wever, it may
well be said that General :McClellan committed a grave error in allowing
Keyes's corps to remain i. olated for several days within easy striking dis
tance of General Johnston's army. The intention of the latter to throw
Longstreet's division again t Keyes's exposeL1 and weak right flank was the
best plan that could have been adopted. The first great blunder consisted
in Longstreet's taking his diYisiou from the Nine-mile road to the Will
iamsburg road, and the next in placing i.'I: brigades on the Charles City
road, where there was no enemy. Five of these brigades were marching and
conntermarchiug on the latter road, and stmgO'ling through the ·white Oak
Swamp, in mnd and water waist-deep, to reach the Williamsburg rnad miles
in rear of the fighting, where General Long tract then "'as, whilst Colonel
Jenkins's three regiments were scouring the rear of the Nine-mile rnad from
Fair Oaks to Seven Pines; thus not only saving the right of Hill's division
from heing driven out of Casey's captnrec1 ,,rnrks by Federal reenforccmeuts
under Kearny, but forc·ing- Keyes and Heintzelman to their third line of
defense. No one can fairly doubt what wonld hnve been the result, if at 3 r.
l\I., when Hill's division alone had carried Casey's works, the five brigade• that
had heen sent to the Charles City road had been within supporting dLtauce
of Hill, ancl had been promptly pnt in close action, and Pickett's brigade had
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been thrown forward instead of being held far back on the railroad by Long
street's order "to repel any advance of the enemy up that road." Instead of
putting his own troops into the fight, even late in the afternoon, Longstreet
called on General Jolmston for help, and complained of the latter's "slowness."
It is not proposed to speculate here upon what might have happened on
the second day, if General Longstreet had made any attempt to carry out the
orders he receiYed to renew the attack. But it may be well to emphasize the
fact that if Longstreet's diYision bad promptly moYed, on the Nine-mile road,
at daybreak, l\Iay 31st, and been put in close action on that side, whilst D. H.
Hill's division attacked in front,- as Jobnston certaiuly intended,- there
would haYe been no occasion to make excuses for the failure of complete Con
federate success in w·iping out Keyes's corps, early in the morning of l\Iay
31st, before it could have been reenforced by either Heintzelman or Sumner.t
;t On the li:ith of 1\Iay, the Uniou gnu-boats
opened fire on the forts at Dr0"wry's Bluff, twelve
miles below Richmond, and soon after .Johnston's
army retired, openiug the way for l\lcClellan's ad
vance to within seven miles of Richmoud, whose
citizens believed at this time that the Confederate
authorities would be compelled to evacuate the city.
The archives were shipped to Columbia, S. C., the
public treasure was kept on cars ready for transpor
tation to a place of safety. Confidence was restored
before the battle of Seven Piues. On 1\Iay 25th and
26th, Lieutenant F. C. Davis, of the 3d Pennsyl
vania Cavalry, with eleven men rorle from Bottom's
Bridge, hy way of White Oak Briflge and Charles
City Court House, to the ,James River and com
mnnicaterl with the gun-boat fleet. After the bat
tle of Seven Pines, General Lee determined to

defend Richmond on the line then heltl by his army.
This fact, in connection with the success of Gen
eral Jackson in freeing the Shenandoah Valley of
Union forces, restoretl the confidence of the people
at Richmond. A large draft of soldiers from the
ranks furnished a laboriug force to build intrench
ments, and slaves in the counties around Rich
mornl were impressed for the work.
On the 18th of June, Brigadier-General Cuvier
Grover's brigade, of Hooker's division, made a
recounoissance between the Williamslmrg road aud
the rnilro:ul, arn1 fo1111<1 the Coufeclerates in force
hehirnl earth-works. The divisions of Hooker and
Keamy arlvanced on the 25th to a point called Oak
Grove, ahout four miles from Richmond, in front of
Seven Pines. This was the nearest approach to
Richmond during the investment by 1\IcClellan.
EDITORS.
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ON THE GUN·OECK OF THE CONFEDERATE IRON·CLA0 1 11 MERRlt.'AC,1'

THE NA VY IN THE PENINSULAR CAMPAIGN.
BY PHOFESSOTI JXi\IES 1:U:--SELL :"OLEY, t:. S. :X.

AT the opening of tho Peninsular campaign, April 1st, 18G�, tho North Atlan

.1":l..

tic Squadron, with its headquarters at Hampton Roads, was commanded
by Flag-Officer Louis l\I. Goldsborough . Tho connnand iuclnded not only
the operations in tho Chesapeake and its tributary waters, but an entirely
distinct series of operations in the sounds of North Carolina, and a third dis
tinct and also very important sc1Tice,-that of the ,Vilmington blockade.
'rhis concentration of command at a distnnce from the various fields of
action was not without injurious results. 'rl10 attention of the flag-officer
could not be successfully directed at the same instant of time to such varied
and complicated movements as were simultaneously in progress in the York
River, the James River, Hampton Roads, Albemarle Sound, and the entrance
to ,Vilmington.
Of the various plans for a direct movement upon Richmond considered by
the civil and militar.v authorities in the winter of 1861-G:2, that by way of
Urbana on the Rappahannock River was finally adopted, but the withdrawal
of General Johnston from Centreville led to a change of plan at the last
moment ; and on the 13th of l\Iarch it was decided to advance from Fort
1\Ionroe as a base. Tho detailed plan of General l\IcClellan comprehended an
attack by the uavy upon the batteries at Yorktown and Gloucester, on oppo
site sides of the York River. It was upon the navy that ,he chiefly relied to
reduce these obstacles to his progress and to clear the way to his proposed
base,. the ,Vhite Honse on the Pamnnkey River. This fact was made known
to the ,Var Department, but apparently the Navy Department was 110t fully
apprised of it. The question was asked of the Navy Department whether the
JJlerrimac, at that time lying in the Elizabeth River, could be held in check,
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and Assistant Secretary Fox replied that the lllouitnr would be sufficient
for that purpose. Captain Fox said :
"It was determined that the army should go by way of Fort l\Ionroe. The Navy Depart
ment never was consulted at all, to my knowledge, in regard to anything connected with the
matter. No statement was ever made tons why they were going there beyond this."/

General l\foClellan arrived at Old Point on the 2d of April, and innne
diately communicated with Flag-Officer Goldsborough. The advance of
the army was to begin at once. Notwithstancling that he had previously
considered it an essential part of his plan that Yorktown should be reduced
by the navy, l\foClellan does not appear even at this time to lrn,Ye strenn
ously urged it, for Goldsborough afterward stated to the Committee on the
Conduct of the War that he performed every service in connection with
army operations which vrns requested of him by General J\IcClellan. It may
be that the naval attack on Yorktown and Gloucester was not pressed because
l\lcClellan learned in this interview that it was impracticable. On thb;
point Fox said :
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MAPS OF TIIE "]l[ONITOR" A).']) "JlfERRDIAC" FWIIT [SEE ALSO YOL. I., P, 692], A:!.'1) OF OPERATIONS
1� TIIE YORK Al'iD J,DIES RIVERS.

! On the 1-!th of l\Iarch, Sccretar:· ·welles wrote
to Secretary Stauton regarding l\IeClellan's call for
naval assistance:

extrerncl,v relnctnnt to tnke :rny rn<>n�nre thnt wonlcl
eveu tempornrily weaken the efficien<'Y of the \Jloek:uk.''

"If a movement is to be made upon Norfolk, always a
favorite meaRurc of this Department, inst.ant mcaR1ireR
will l.Je tal,en to advise and strengthen Flag-Officer
Goldsborongh; but unless such be the ease, I should be

"In connection wit.h Gencr:il B:irnnnl I ha.Ye l1n<l a
long eonfrrenec witb AssiRtant Seeretnry Fox, ns to
navn I coiipcrntion. He promiseR all the power of the
Department shall be at our disposal."
EDITORS.
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On the 17th Gen. l\IcDowell wrote to l\IeClellan:
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IN TIIE TURRET OF THE "JIIONITUR.''

"Wooden vessels could not have attacked the batteries at Yorktown and Gloucester with any
degree of success. The forts at Yorktown were situated too high, were beyond the reach of
naYal guns, and I 1111clersta11d that General lllcClellan nei:er e.xpected a11y attack to be made on them by
the navy."

At l\IcClellan's request Goldsborough sent 7 gnn-boats nuder Commander
William Smith into the York River, the 1llal'uleltcacl on the 4th of April,
followed the next day by the TVacl111sett, Pc11ouscot, and Currituck, and later
by the Seuayn, Corll'i11, and Cl1ocu1'a. rrhe 17Iarntanm aftenrnrcl took the
place·of the Pc11ouscot. The rest of the fleet, including the lllouitor, remained
to watch tho JJicrrimac. On the 1st of l\fay, dnring an attack made on the
left flank of tho army, the fleet shelled the enemy's artillery, posted on a hill
to the left, ancl forced it to retire. On the 5th, the day following the evac
uation of Yorktown, the fleet moved up to a position off the town, and a
reconnoissance made by the Cltocurn and Coricin showed that the riYer ,,as
open as far as ,Vest Poiut. On the 6th, Commaucler Smith moYed the gun
boats np to that place, escorting the transports carrying General Franklin's
diYision. On the 7th, before the landing of the troops was completed, a
sharp attack was made by the enern)T and ropnlsecl, the gnu-boats rendering
efficient assistance. Ou the 17th, tho Scu11go and Currituck passed np the
Pamnnkey, which resnltefl in the destruction of the enemy's store-vessels.
When the TJ'"acllllsett was withclra,n1 to tho James, five boats remained to pro
tect l\foClellan's base, under the command of Lieutenant Alexander l\.Inrray.
During the siege of Yorktown the presence of the lllerrimac had, of course,
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paralyzed the efforts of tbe navy in the waters adjoining Hampton Roads.
It was necessary that she should be neutralized at all hazards, or her appear
ance either in the York or James River would become a serious obstacle
to the success of the campaign. But for the negligence of the Navy Depart
ment in postponing the building of iron-clads until six months after the 'w·ar
had begun, and that of the \\rar Department in omitting, during the six
following months, when it had 150,000 men lying inacfrve around Washing
ton, to send 50,000 of them to capture Norfolk, the JJierrimac wonlcl never
have become a serious factor in the situation. As, however, General l\IcClellan
had been satisfied to leave Norfolk to be ·turned by his advance on the Penin
sula, and as the Navy Department had thus for succeeded in getting afloat
only one iron-clad, the efforts of the force at Hampton Roads were necessarily
concentrated on holding the enemy in check. This was the first considera
tion of the flag-officer from J\1:arch 9th, when the engagement took place
between the JJionitor and llierrimac [see Vol. I., p. 69:2], nnti.l May 11th, when
the latter was destroyed. During most of this time - that is, from April 5th
to May 4th -the Army of tbe Potomac was conducting the siege of Yorktovn1.
After the battle of the 9th of 1\Iarch, Tattnall had taken command of the
lllerrimac, and on the 4th of
April she came out ·of the
dock thoroughly repaired,
and, except for her engines,
in good condition. On the
morning of the 11th she
steamed down Elizabeth
River and came out into
the Roads, advancing to a
position between Scwell's
Point and Newport News.
Goldsborough, with tLe lllin1iesota, the JJionitor, and other
vessels of his squadron, was
FORT DARLD"CT, [SF.E �!AP, P. 272.] FRml A PIIOTOGRAPfl,
lying near Fort J\fonroe. The
transports and store-ships at this time in the neighbmhood had been warned
of the danger of lying near Hamptou, and most of tliem had withdrawn under
the protection of the fort. Three vessels of the quartermaster's department
still remained near Newport News. They bad been run on shore. The Con
federate gun-boats Jamestown and Balci,r;li, under Captain Barney and Captain
Alexander, were sent to tow them off. This ·was handsomely done, in full Yicw
of the Union vessels, which offered no opposition, notwithstanding the chal
lenge offered by the captors in hoisting the flags of their prizes Unjon down.
This event, rendered all the more humiliating by the presence of a foreign
ship-of-war, was suffered by Goldsborough because, in accordance with the
wjshes of the Department, it was his duty to hold in check the llierriinac;
and he feared that a collision between the gun-boats might bring on a general engagement.
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During April the squadron was gradually increased by the addition of new
vessels, including the new iron-clad Galena, and several fast steamers, the
Arago, Vanclerbilt, Illinois, and Ericsso11, as rams. "\Vhen it was apparent that
the Confederates would shortly be compelled to abandon Norfolk, a squadron,
consisting of the Galena, the gun-boat Aroostook, and the double-ender Port
Royal, was sent up the James River on the 8th of May, by direction of the
President. Ou the same day a demonstration made by the fleet against the
battery at Sewell's Point led the
llferrii1wc to come out again from
the river. The llfonitor had orders
to fall back into fair channel-way,
and only engage thellferrimac seri
ously in such a position as to enable
thellfinnesota and theother vessels
to run her down if an opportunity
offered. According to Flag-Officer
Goldsborough, "the llferrimac
came out, but was even more cau
tious than ever. The llfonitor was
kept well in advance, and so that
the lllerrimac could have engaged
her without difficulty bad she been
so disposed; but she declined to do
it, and soon returned and anchored
under Sewell's Point." Collllllo
REAR·ADllIRAL JOIIN RODGERS, FROll A PIIOTOGRAPII.
dore Tattnall said:
" We passed the battery and stood directly for the enemy for the purpose of engaging him,
and I thought an action certain, particularly as the lllin11esota and Vanderbilt, which were
anchored below Fortress l\Ionroe, got under way and stood up to that point, apparently with
the intention of joining then· squadron in the Roads. Before, however, we got within gunshot,
the enemy ceased firing and retired with all speed under the protection of the guns of the fort
ress, followed by the Virginia, until the shells from the Rip-Raps passed over her. The Virginia
was then placed at her moorings near Sewell's Point."

This was the last exploit of the 1.lfcrrimac. On the 10th, Norfolk was aban
doned, and was immediately occupied by the Union forces under General
Wool. Early the next morning Commodore Tattnall, being unable to carry
out his plan of taking the lllcrrimac up the James River, destroyed her near
Craney Island. Meantime, the Gale1w and her consorts nuder Commander
John Rodgers had been working their way up the James River. On the first
clay two batteries were encountered. The first, at Rock Wharf, was silenced.
The resistance of the second, at Hardin's Bluff, was more obstinate, but Rod
gers, in the Gale11a, lay abreast of the enemy's guns and kept up a steady fire,
disconcerting their aim while the wooden boats went by. During the next
week Rodgers continued on his course up the James, meeting with no serious
impediment until he arrived at Drewry's Bluff, eight miles below Richmond.
At this time, J\Iay 15th, the flotilla had been increased by the addition of
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the JJiouitor and the l{auga
�-�
- ---:��---fllck. Fort Darling (Com
- - - �-._
- ·-- ....:__ -�··.:...
mander E. :Farrand, C. S.
N.), at Drewry's Bluff, was
SUNKEN STEA:IIROATS AND OTHER OBSTRUCTIONS IN THE
JAMES RIVER, JSE,\R FORT IJARLI:IG, ON IJREWRY'S
a strong position, two lum
BLUFF. FRO)[ A PHOTOGRAPH.
dred feet above the river, and
mounting a number of heavy guns. At the foot of the bluff an obstruction had
been placed in the river formed of sunken Yessels secured by chains. The light
armor of the Galena Imel not as yet been seriously tested, and Rodgers had no
great confidence in her ability to stand a severe fire; nevertheless, he decided
to make the test. In a private letter written shortly after, he snid: "I vrns
convinced as soon as I came on board that she wonld be riddled under fire,
but the public thought differently, and I resolved to give the matter a fair
trial." Accordingly, he ran the Galena up to a point opposite the battery,
where the -width of the stream was not more than double the ship's length.
According to an officer in the fort, the Galena "steamed up to within seven
or eight hundred yards of the blnff, let go her starboard anchor, ran out the
chains, put her head inshore, backed astern, let go her stream-anchor from
the starboard quarter, hove ahead, and made ready for action before firing a
gun." Nothing could have been more beautiful than the neatness and preci-
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sion of movement with which Rodgers placed the Galena, as if at target-prac
tice, directly under the enemy's fire. Iu the words of the officer already quoted,
"It was one of the most masterly pieces of seamanship of the whole war."
In this position the Galena remained for three hours and twenty minutes
until she had expended all her ammunition. She came out of the action badly
shattered, haviug been struck :28 times and perforated in 18 places. The
JJI011itor passed for a short time aboYe the Galena, but being unable to
elevate her guns sufficiently to reach the bluff, she again dropped below.
The wooden vessels cooperated as far as possible, but of course could not
accomplish much. The attack made it dear that the obstructions conlcl not
be passed without first reducing the fort, and that the fort could not be
reduced without the cooperation of the army. Notwithstanding the vital
importance of such a movement, seeing that Fort Darling was the only
obstacle to the direct passage up the river to Richmond, and that a small
force would have sufficed to accomplish the work, nothing: was clone by Gen
eral l\IcClellan . .According to Golclsborough's testimony, he went in person to
tho "\Vhito House to see McClellan, and, showing him Rodgers's report of the
fight, offered the cooperation of the squadron, if :McClellan would make the
attack with a land force. "General ::l\IcCiellan," he adds, "replied to me that
be would prefer to defer bis answer until he got his army on the other side of
the Chickahorniny." On the 17th of l\lay, Flag-Officer Goldsborough, in the
Susqueha11irn, with the TVaclwsett, Dacotah, and JJiarata11za, had destroyed the
two abandoned. batteries of the enemy at Rock Wharf and Hardin's Bluff. All
this time, and during the campaign, Jarnes River was open to Fort Darling.
On the 18th of l\fay, Commander William Smith arrived at City Point in
the 1Vacl111sett, and relieved Rodgers of the conunancl, being the senior officer.
The force was gradually increased, and in June comprised, in addition to the
· vessels already mentioned, the JJiahaska, Jacob Bell, Southfield, JJJarata11za,
Stepping Stones, and Dcla1carc. Commander Gillis shortly after relieved
Smith. Occasional attacks were made upon passing gun-boats by field-bat
teries of the Confederates stationed along the river-banks. The difficulties
of the channel and the unprotected character of the vessels rendered them
liable to serious injury from such attacks, and the Jacob Bell, under Lieuten
ant l\IcCrea, narrowly escaped severe loss at Wntkin's Bluff on the :21st of
June. On the :27th, a demonstration was made up the Appomattox, but nothing
was accomplished, the channel proving to be too shoal for successful operations.
On the :29th, l\IcClellan's retreating army opened communication with
Rodgers, who now commanded the vessels in the James River. Little change
had taken place in the c.:omposition of the force since the 1st of Juue, the
1Vacliusctt only liaYiug left the squadron, and the Satellite having· joined it.
The gun-boats rendered efficient assistance to the army, especially in the
battle at l\lalvern Hill on the 1st of July. By the 4th of July, :McClellan's
position was comparatively secure.
On July 6th, the James River flotilla was organized as a separate command
under Captain John "\Vilkes, and so remained, until disbanded, on August
31st, the withdrawal of the army rendering its presence no longer necessary.

STUART'S RIDE AROUND l\ICCLELLAN.
BY W. T. ROBINS, COLO�EL, C. S. A.
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1861,

HE battle of "Seven Pines,'' or "Fnir Oaks,"
had been fought with no result. The tem
porary success of the Confederates enrly in the
engagement had been more tlian counterbalanccll
by the reverses they sustained on the second day,
ancl the two armies lay passively watching each
other in front of Richmond. At this time the
cavalry of Lee's army was commanded by Gen
eral J. E. B. Stua1·t, and this restless officer
conceived the idea of flanking the right wing of
the Federal army near Ashlnnd, and moving
around to the rear, to cross the Chickahomiuy
River at a place called Sycamore Ford, in Kew
Kent County, march over to the James River, arnl
return to the Confederate lines near Deep Bot
tom, in Henrico County. In earrying ont this pla11,
Stuart would completely encircle the army of
General l\IcClellau. At the time of this moYe
ment the writer was adjutant of the 9th Yirgiui:i,
cavalry. "\Vhen the orders were issued from hea<l
quarters flirecting the several commands destiue,l
to form the expedition to prepnre three dn)·s'
rations, and the ortlnance offieers to issue sixtv
rounds of ammunition to each man, I rememb�r
the surmises and conjectures as to om· destination.
The officers nud men were in high spirits iu
antieipation of a fight, nnd when the bugles rang
out "Boots and Safldles," every man was ready.
The men left hehind in camp were be,rnili.ug
their luck, and those forming the detail for the
expedition were elated at the prospect of some

*

excitement. ''Good-bye, boys; we are going to
help olll Jack drive the Ya11ks into the Potomne,"*
I heard one of them shout to those lPft behind.
On the afternoon of June 1'.:!th we went out to
the Brooke turnpike, preparatory to the mnrch.
The eavall'y columu was the Dth Virginia, eom
mauded by Colonel W. H.F. Lee, the 1st Virginin,
led by Colonel Fitz Lee, and the Jeff Davis Legion,
nn•ler Colonel l\Iartin. A section of the Stunrt
Horse Artillery, commanded by Captain Pcllrnm,
accomp:rnied t!Je expeLlition. Tho wl1ole nnmlJeretl
twelve hundred men. 'fhe first night was passed
in bh·o,wc in t!Jc vicinity of Ashland, and onlers
were issued enfordng strict silence and forbidding
the use of fires, as the success of the expedition
wouhl 1lepeud upon o<ec-reey and celerity. On the
following morning, at the break of dawn, the
troopers were mounted and the mareh was begun
without a hugle lJlast, and the column hentle1l
<lirect for Hanover Court House, distant auout
two hours' ri<le. Here we hat! tlie first sight of the
enemy. A scouting party of the Gth U.S. Cavalry
was in the village, but speedily decamped when
our troops were ascertained to be Confederates.
One prisou<'r was taken after a bot chase across
country. "\\'e now moved rapidly to Hawes's Shop,
where a Fetleral picket was surprised and cnptured
without firiug a shot. Hardly had the prisoners
heen disarmed nnd turned over to the provost
gunrcl when the Confederate alh-auec wa driven
in upon the main body by a squadron of Federal
cavalry, sent out from Ohl Church to aseertain by
reconnoissa.nce whether the report of a Confed
erate a1lvaocc was trne or false. General Stuart
at once onlerecl Colonel "\V. H. F. Lee, commaml
ing the regiment lentling the column, to tl!row
forwar<l a ><f{ltn<lron to meet the euemy. Colonel
Lee 1lirecte<l Cnpt.aii1 Swann, chief of the lend
iug sqna,lron of bis regiment, to charge with the
saber. Swaun movetl off at a trot, nnd, turning
a corner of the roatl, Eaw the enemy's squadron
abont two hundred ya nls in front of him. 'l'he
ordt>r to r·harge wns gh·en, nnd the men dashed
forwar,l in fine f<t_vle. The onset was so sucl<lcn
that the Federal cavalry broke aml scattered iu
confusion. The lntter hnd a start of barely two
humlred yards, hut the Confederate yell that
broke upon the air lent them wings, ancl only a
few fell into onr bands. The rest made their
escape nfter a chase of a mile aml a half. Now
the road lwcame very narrmv, aml the brush on
either side was a pince so favoralJle for au nmlms
cacle that Captain Swa.nn cleemetl it prudent
to dra"" rein and sonnfl the bugle to recall his men.
Stuart, who had been nrnrehinfr steadily onward
with the main body of the Confederate column,
soon arrivt>d at the front, and the ach-ance
guard, which I bad all along commandetl, was
directed to move forward again. I at once dis
mounted the men, and pushed forward up a hill

Stuart's r.tiders left camp ostensibly to go to Northeru Virginia.-EDIT0RS.
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in my front. J nst beyoud the bill, I rau into tt to General Stuart, to whom the latter sent a polite
Jorce of Federal eavalry drawn up in eoluum of message. The casualties in this skirmish were
fours, ready to charge. Just as my advance-guard slight-one man killed on each side, and about
was about to mn into him, I heartl their com filteeu or twenty wounded ou the Confederate
mauding officer give the order to charge. I fell side, mostly saber-cuts.
back and iunnediately notified General Stuart of
,ve halted for a short time at Old Church, and
the preseuce of the enemy. Cnptaiu Latam�, com the people of the neighborhood, hearing of our ar
maucliug a squadron of the 0th Virgiuia, was rival, came flocking out to greet us and wish us
directed to morn forward aml clear the road. He God-speed. They did not come empty-handed,
morntl up the hill at a trot,, and when iu sight of but brought whatever they could snatch up on the
tho enemy in the road gave
spur of the moment, rightly
the command to charge, and
supposiug that anything to
..
allay hunger or thirst would
with a yell the men rnshed for
"·..
wanl. At the top of tlrn hill,
be acceptable to us. Some of
.....
simnltaueously with Latane's
the ladies brought bouquets,
and presented them to the o:ffi-Order to charge, a compauy of
��,•···
Pederal cav,1Iry, deployed as
skirmishers iu the woods ou the
'•,.
1·ight of the road, were stam
; ··... ��
petled, aud rushed back into
� " "'
tho woods to make good their
�
1·etreat to th(lil' friemls. The
/
c";t:;.
heat! of Latane's squadron,
theu just fairly up the hill,
was iu the line of their rntreat
···--1���and was separatetl from the
C .J \ ;· ..,t
!
rest of the squadron, cut off lJy
'
.:
,....
the rush of the Federals, and
I \
t,ltl\"1'G
borne along with them up the
...
1'o-1t.ff;'
road toward the onemv. I was
(.. \ _.,-JCHA
...... .......
ridiug at the side of· Latane,
= t<-� A
uuLl just at the time when the
ll[AP 01' STUART'S RIDE AROUND �JCCLELLAN.
Federal company rushed back
into the roatl Captain Lat:llle
fell from his horse, shot dead. The rush of the eers ns they marched aloug. One of these was
Federals separatetl myself and six of the leading gi,·en to General Stuart, who, always gallant,
files of the squadron from our friends, autl we were Yowell to preserYe it and take it into Ricbmoud.
home along by the flying Federals. Although the He kept his promise.
,ve were soon far in rear of l\IcClellau's army,
l<'etleral cavalry both in frout aud rear were iu
full retreat, our situation was perilons in the which hy directly between us and Richmoucl. It
extreme. Soon we were pushed by foes in our was thought J)robable that the Federal caYalry
rear into the ranks of those iu our frout, and a was c-oneeutrating in 0111" 1·ear to ent off our re
lSeries of hantl-to-haml combats ensued. To shoot treat. 'i\'e kept straight on, l)_y Smith's store,
or to cut us dowu was the aim of every Federal throngh New Kent County to Tuustall's station,
as he neared us, hut "·e dill what we coultl to ou the York River Railroncl. I hacl been in charge
<lefcnrl oursel1·es. Every one of my comrades of tho Confederate ad rnnce-guarcl up to the time
was shot or cut down, aml I alone escaped unLnrt. when Colonel Fitz Lee came to t.he front with the
After ha1·ing been borne along b�• the retreating 1st Yirginia, relieving the !)th of that duty. 'iYhen
enemy for perhaps a quarter of a mile, I leaped my well 1lom1 in New Kent County, General Stuart
horse o,·er the fence i uto the fieId and so got awa�·. sent for me again to the front. Hunying on, I soon
Now camo the rnsh of the Confederate column, reachetl the bead oft.be column, where I found the
sweeping tho road clear, and capturing many general, aurl was directed by him to take thirty
prisouers. At this point my regiment was re men as an aclvance-gnanl, and to precede the col
lie1·ed by the 1st Yirginia, ant! Colonel Lee con umn by about half a mile. Further, I was directetl
tinued the pursuit. The FetlPrals did not at to halt nt the road running from the mills to the
tempt to make a staucl until they reacherl Old ,Yhite House long enough to ont tho telegraph
Church. Hero their officers called a halt, and wire 011 that ron,11; thence to proreetl to Tun stall's
rnatle an attempt to rally to defend their camp. station on the York Hiver Railroad, at which
Fitz Lee soon swept them out, and burned their place, the prisoners lrntl iuformed the general, a
camp. They ma1le no other attempt to stand, and company of Federnl infantry vrns posted. At
we heard 110 more of them as an organized bod )·, 'fnnstall's station I was tlirected to charge the in
1)nt many prisoners were taken as we passed along. fantry, tlisperse or c.apture them, cnt the tele
,ve had surprised them, take11 tliem iu detail, and graph, and obstrnct the railroad. Here was our
far outnumberc1l them at all points. The Ferleral point of danger. Once across the railroatl, we wero
forces, as we afterward learned, were eommn,nrlecl comparatively safe. But in possession of the rail
by General Philip St. George Cooke, father-in-law road, with its rolling-stock the enemy could easily
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throw troops along its line to ally gh-en point.
However, no timely information had been furnished
to tile Federal general. Wc moved with such
celerity that we carried with us the first news of
our arrival. Pushing forward at a trot, and pick
ing up straggling prisoners every few lrnnclrecl
yards, the a(lvance-guard at length reached the
telegraph road. At this point we overtook au
ordnance ,vagon, heavily loaded with canteens
and Colt's revolvers. The horses had stalled in
a mud-hole, and the driver, cutting them out from
the wagon, made his escape. The sergeant in
charge stood his ground and was captured. Here
was a prize indeed, as in those clays we were
poorly armed. In order to save time, a man fur
nished with an ax was sent to cut the telegraph
wire, while the rest of the party wai; engaged in
rifling the wagon. '\Yhile these operations were
in progress a body of Federal ca,alry, suddenly
turning a lJend in the road, made their appear
ance. As soon as the Fefleral officer in com
mand saw us· he called a halt., and, standiug still
in the road. seemed at a loss to know what to do.
His men drew their sabers, as if about to charge,
but they did not come on. By this time the tele
graph had been cut and the wagon disposed of.
Our men were hastily mounted and formed into
column of fours, with drawn sabers, ready for any
emergency. There 'l'l"e stood, eying each other,
about two hundred yards apart, until the head of
the main Confederate column came in sight, when
tb
, e Federals retreated clown the road leading to
the White Honse. One man of the Federal party
was sent back along the road to Tunstall's station,
now only about half a mile off. I supposed, of
course, that this messenger "·as sent to ,rnru the
Federal troops at Tunstall's of our approach. I
was, however, after'l'l"ard informed that he gal
loped throngh Tunstall's b11t never stopped, and
when some 01ie called to him, ",Vhat's to pay'?"
be clashed along, calling out, at the top of his voice.
'' Hell's to pay ! "
The road now being clear, 'l'l"e marched on
briskly, and arriving near the station charged
do'l"l'n upon it 'l'l"ith a yell. \Ve could see the enemy
scattered about the building and lounging around
before we charged them. 'fhe greater part scat
terE>d for cover, and were pursued by onr people.
I pushed straight for the station-house, where I
found the captain of the company of infantry, with
thirteen of his men, standing in front of the build
ing, but with no arms in their hands. Only one of
them seemed disposed to show fight. He ran to
the platform "·here the mu kets '\'\"ere stacked, aml,
seizing one of them, began to load. Before he
could ram his cartridge home, a sweep of the saber,
in close proximity to his bead, made him throw
do'l"l'n his gnn. a11cl, jumping into a ditch, he dodged
under the l)ridge over the railroad and made his
escape. I had no time to pursue him; bnt, turning
to look after the others, met the captain, who,
sword in band, advanced and surrendered himself
and bis company as pl'isoners of war. I then pro
ceeded to obstrnct the railroad. To do tl1is effect
ually, J caused a tree to be cnt down which '\'\"as
standing on the side of the road. It fell across the

railroad. In addition to this, I placed across the
tracks an oak-sill a bout a foot square and four
teen feet long. I had barely time to do this before
a train from the direction of Richmond came
thnudering do'l'l"n. At this time General Stuart,
with the main body, arrived at the station. 'fhe
engine driver of the coming train, probably see
ing the obstructions on the track and a large
force of ca,·alry there, suspectetl da11ger, and,
being a plucky fellow, put Oil all steam, and came
rushing down. The engine, striking the obstruc
tions, knocked them out of the way and passed on
without accident. General Stuart had dismounted
a number of his men, and posted them on a high
bank overlooking a cut in the road, just below
the station, through which the train 'l'l"as about
to pass. They threw in a close and effective fire
upon the passing train, loaded 'l'l"ith troops. l\Iany
of these were killed and wounded.
It was now the second night since leaving
camv, and the well-filled haversatks with which
we tarted from camp ha,l long siuce been empty.
The march ha<1 been so rapid that there was little
opportunity of foraging for man or beast. Except
a little bread and meat, brought out to the column
by the country people as we passed along, we had
had nothing since daybreak. T!Je men were weary
and hungry, and the horses almost exhausted by
the long fast and severe exercise. As soon as a
proper disposition had been made of the prisoners
and of the captured horses and mules, the column
moYcd on. Down through Kew Kent County, to a
place called New Baltimore, we marched as rapidly
as our condition would permit. I was still in the
commanu of the adntnce-guard, marching some
f1istance ahead of the column, and had onlers to
halt at this point, and a"·ait the coming up of the
main body. Fortunately, an enterprising Yankee
hatl esta blishccl a store here, to catch the trade of
all persons passing from l\[cClellmi's army to his
base of supplies at the White House. He had
crackers, cheese, canned frnits, sardines, and many
other dainties dear to the ca,alryman; and in the
brief hour spent with him we of the advance "·ere
matle new men. I fear little was left to cheer and
to invigorate those in the rear. The mai11 body
arriving, "forward" "·as the order-straight
down through New Kent to Sycamore Ford on
the Chickahominy.
A beautiful fnll moon lig!Jted our 'l'l"ay and
cast 'l'l"eird shadows across our path. Expectiug
each moment to meet the enemy, e,ery hush in
the tli::-tance looked like a sentinel, and eYery jag
getl tree bending o,·er the road like a Yidette.
l\[arching all night, we arrived at the forcl bct'\'l"een
daybreak and sunrise; and here onr real troubles
began. To onr chagrin, we found the stream
swollen by recent rains almost out of its banks,
nnd running like a torrent. Ko man or horse
could get o,er without swimming, and it hap
pened that the entrance to the ford on onr side
'\'\"as helow the point at 'l'l"hich we had to come out on
the other side. Therefore, 'l'l"C had to swim agaiJ1st
the current. Owil1g to the mud and mirP, it was
not practicable for any m1mher of horses to ap
proach the river at any point except by the road
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leatling to the ford. ·we therefore tried it there
for two long hours. The 0th Cavalry made the
trial. After repeated efforts to swim the horses
over 1,e gaYe up, for we had crossed over only
seYenty-five men and horses iu two hours. '\Yhile
,,e "'ere trying to reach the opposite bank Stuart
came up, and, finding erossing at this point imprac
ticable, rotle off to find another farther down the
river. J At a point about one mile below, known as
Forge Bridge, he succeeded in throwing across one
branch of the river a bri<lge strong enough to bear
the artillery, and upon ·which the men, hanng
been t1ismountetl, could walk. Here the approaeh
on our side was higher up stream than the point
at which we 1,ould come out on the other side.
So the horses were formed into a column of
fours, pushed into the 1,ater, awl, s1,imming flown
stream, they easily bndcd on the other side.
After a few horses hatl been crossed in this
manoer 1,e found no difficulty, the others fol
lo1Ving on qnite readily. The eolnmn was now
upon an island formed by the two branches of the
Chickabominy, and to r�aeb the mainland it 1,as
neeessary to cross the other branch of that river.

This 1,as, ho-wever, accomplished, bnt with some
difficulty. The ford at this crossing was at that
time very deep, and the river out of its banks
and overflon·ing the flats to the depth of abont
two feet for at least a half-mile. At this place
the limber to a, ca,isson stuck fast in the mud, and
we left it.
On leaving the river, General Stnart directed
me to take charge of the rear-guard, and, when all
ha,l crossed, to burn the bridge. In acconlance
'IVitb these orders, I directed the men to eolleet
piles of fenc-e rails, heap them on the britlge,
aml set them afire. By my ol'llers the horses bad
been led some distance back from the river into
the brush, 'IVhere they were concealed from view.
The men 1,ere lounging about on the groun,l
1,hen the britlge fell in. I 1,as seated nuder a tree
on the bank of the river, and at the moment that
the hissing of the burning timbers of the bridge
let me know that it had fallen into the water, a
rifle-shot rang out from the other side, and the
wbistlingbnllet eut off a small limb over my head,
which fell into my lap. The shot 1,as probably
firetl by some scout who bad been folloning us,

! ({Prn,ral Stnnrt says in his report: "The progress in
1·1·nssiug was very �low at the point ehos('n, just a hove
Forgc> Bridge, and learning that at the lJridge proper
enough of the delJris of the old bridge remained to

facilitate the construction of another, matPrial for
which was ntforllell lJy a large -warel10nse adjacent, I
rnoYc!l to that point at once .... In three hours it wa�
really to lJear artillery and !'avalry.... "-EDITORS.
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but who was afraid to fire until the bridge was
gone. With a thankful heart for his bad aim, I
at once withdrew the men, and pushed on after
the column. When I came to the ford, I found it
necessary to swim the horses a short distance, it
having been deepened by the crossing of such a
large body of horse. Soon the column ,;,as in
sight, and the march across Charles City County
to the James River was made as vigorously as the
jaded horses ,;,ere able to stand. The men, though
weary and hungry, we1·e in fine spirits, and jubilant
over the successful crossing of the Chickahominy.
About sunset we neared the James, at the planta
tion of Colonel Wilcox. Here we rested for about
two hours, having marched into a field of clo,er,
where the horses ate their fill. In the twilight,
fires were lighted to cook the rations just brought
in by our foragers.
"\Ve were now twenty-five miles from Richmond,
on the "James River Road." Had the enemy
been aware of our positiou, it wonhl have been
easy for him to throw a force between us and
Richmond, and so cut us off. • But the Fellentl
general was uot well served by his scouts, nor dill
bis cavalry furnish him with accmate information
of our movements. Relying upon the mistakes of
the enemy, Stuart resolved to march straight on
into Richmond by the River road on which 'IVC now
lay. To accomplish this with the greater safety,
it was necessary for him to march at once. Accord
ingly, I was ordered to take the advance guard aml
move out. As soon as the cravings of hunger 'IVere
appeased, sleep took possession of us. Although
in the saddle and in motion, and aware that the
:;;afety of the expedition depended on great vigi
lance in case the enemy should be encountered,
it was hard to keep awake. I was constantly falling
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asleep, and awaking with a start when almost off
my horse. This was the condition of every man in
the column. Not one had closed his eyes in sleep
for forty-eight hours.
The full moon lighted us on our way as we
passed along the River l'Oad, and frequently the
windings of the road brought us near to and in
sight of the James River, where lay the enemy's
fleet. In the gray twilight of the da'\Vn of Sunday,
we passel} the "Double Gates," "Strawberry
Plains," and "Tighlman's gate" in succession. At
" Tighlman's '' we could see the masts of the fleet,
not far off. Happily for us, the banks were high,
aml I imagine they hall no lookout in the rigging,
and we passed by unobserved. The sight of the
enemy's fleet hall al'oused us somewhat, when
'' ·who goes there '?" rang ont on the :;;tillness of the
early morning. The challenger proved to lie a
vidette of the 10th Virginia Cavali·y, commanded
by Colonel J. Lucius Davis, who was picketing that
roa,l. Soon I was shaking hands with Colonel
Davis aml I"eceiving his congratulation::;. Then we
crossed the stream by the jug factory, np toward
''New l\Tarket" heights, hy the drill-house, and
about a mile beyond we called halt for a little rest
aml food. From this point the several regiments
were dismissed to their respective camps.
"\Ye lost one man killed aml a few wounded, and
no prisoners.* The most important result was the
confidence the men had gained in themselves and
in their leaders. The country rang out with praises
of the men who had raided entirely around Gen
eral McClellan's powerful army, bringing prison
ers and plunder from under his very nose. The
Southern papers were filled with accounts of
the expedition, none accurate, and most of them
marvelous.

ANECDOTES OF THE PENINSULAR CAMPAIGN.
I.- GENERAL JOHXSTOX TO THE RESCUE.

morning of the day on which the bat
ITtlewasof the
Williamsburg was fought that the follo'IV

ing incident occurred. Late in the afternoon of
the preceding da)", general orders had been issued
by General Joseph E. Johnston, iuforming us of
the intended retrograde movement on the next
morning. Among the instructions was one to the
effect that any gun caissou, quartermaster. or com
missary wagon which might become set in the mud
so as to impede the line of march must he destroyed
at ouce. In other words, the roarl must be kept
clear. At that time the writer was a lieutenant
in 8nowden Andrews's battery of light artillery,
and, as snch, commanded one section of 2 guns,
which, with their caissons, required 4 teams of G
horses each. Of these 4 teams, 3 were in fair
condition for service, but the fourth was notori
ously weak. When the geueral's order was read,
I became very anxious about this team, espe
cially as nothing is considered more humiliating

*

BY F. Y. DABNEY-.

to a battery than to have to part with a portion of
its equipment, no matter what the cause may
be; so that when the retreat '\Vas commenced the
next morning I endeavored to keep all the men of
my section well in hand, and remly to assist at a
moment's notice. For six miles north of "\Villiams
burg the entire army was falling back over a single
road, and as there had been frequent rains, this
road was badly cut np, and the mnd in many
places was up to the axles of the guns. Finally
my "·eak team balked with the gnu -a 12-pounder
Napoleon -in a deep hole. Every effort 1rns made
by the drivers to dislodge the gun, but without
avail; and I found when I got to the wheels, with
as many men as coulcl he utilized, that the horses
coulcl not be made to work in concert. The whole
line to the rear was at a dead stand-still, when
I observed a party of mounted officers coming
do'IVn the roacl from the front, and in a few
moments more I recognized General Jobnston

General Stuart reported the rapture of 165 prisonerR, including teamsters aud other non-combatants, 260
horses and mules, with more or less harness, and some small-arms.-EDtTORS.
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at their head. We all were covered with mud have to abandon this gun." "Oh, no; I reckon not!
..
he leaped
and straining every muscle t.o extricate the gun, Let me sec what 1 can do." Whereupon
when the general, resplendent in uniform, white from his horse, waded out in the mire, seized one of
gauntlets, and polished cavalry boots, rode up the wheel-spokes, covered as it was with mud, and
and halted by our side. I gave the military salute called out, "No", boys, altogether!" The effect
and stood like a criminal awaiting sentence. was magical, and the uext moment the gun jumped
To my surprise he remarked iu a very kindly tone : clear of the mud-hole. After that our battery used
"Well, Lieutenant, you seem to be in trouble." to swear by "Old Joe."
"Yes, sir," I replied ; "and I am afraid we shall
SANTA ROSA, CAL., August 10th, 1886.
IL-HOOD "FEELIXG THE ENEJ\IY,"
l:ilnJEDIATELY after the battle of W"illiamsburg,
as the Confederates under Johnston ,,ere moving
back toward Richmond, neither by land nor water,
bnt by a hal.f-aud-half mixtme of both, Geueral
Johnston onlered me to go at once to General
Hood. "Tell him," he said, "that a force of the
enemy, estimated at from three to five thousand,
have lamled on York River, and are ravaging the
country. His brigade must immediately check the
advance of this force. He is to feel the enemy gen
tly and fall back, avoiding an engagement and
drawing them from under the protection of their
gun-boats. as au ample force will be sent in their
rear, aud if he can draw them a few miles from the
river, tl1eir capture is certain."
The order 'l'l"as given. General Hood repeated it
to t.he colonel of his brigacle; and the Texas boys,
who were "sp'iling for a fight," charged upon the
enemy, who outnumbered them greatly, drove them
back to the shelter of their gun-boats, killing and
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capturing several hundred. Returning to head
quarters, I had to report a result not at all in
accordance with the orders or expectations of the
general in command. General Johnston seemed
greatly annoyed, and sternly ordered me to repeat
the exact verbal orders gi.en Hood. Just as I did
so, General Hood rode up. He was asked by Gen
eral Johnston to repeat the orders received from
me. ·when he did so, "Old Joe,'' with the soldierly
and game-cock air which characterized him, said:
"General Hood, have you gfren au illustration of
the Texas idea of feeling an enemy gently and fall
ing back? What would your Texans haYe done,
sir, if I had ordered them to charge and drive
back the enemy? " Hood replied: "I suppose,
General, they would have driven them into the
riYer, and tried to swim out and capture the gun
boats." With a smile, General Johnston replied :
"Teach your Texans that the first duty of a soldier
is literally to obey orders."

JI!.- CHARACT!<:RISTICS OF GENERAL WISE.
GOVERXOR HEXRY A. "\VISE was one of the most
gifted men it has been my fortune to know. His
eloquence produced a greater effect upon a popular
assembly than tlrnt of auy one I ever heard; he
would dazzle, surprise, and shock with electric
touches of sentiment., wit, and pathos. Though
brave, vigilant, and fertile in resource, his military
career was by uo means a success. Ployd and him
self quarreled in "\Vest Virginia, aud his relations
had not been pleasant with any commanding offi
cer. When General "\Vise was in command of the
James River defenses opposite Drewry's Bluff, I
visited him on official business. He received
me most cordially, walked with me all the morn
ing round his lines, explaining his views most
eloquently. quoting from the great masters in
the art of war,-"·ith whom he seemed to be per
fectly familiar,- interspersing these leamed and
scientific disqnisitions with the most scathing criti
cisms on men ancl rneasm'PS, 1leuouncing the Con
federate Executi'l"e and Congress and the narrow
curriculum of ..West Point, hut winding up always
with a stream of fiery in,ective a"'ainst the Yan
kees. General "\Vise ;as camped 01� the plantation
of one of the richest and most influential citizens
of Richmond. He annoyed Wi,;e g-rcatlr with com
plaints of df'predations <'ommittPd hv the "\Vise
Legion on his property. "\Vise was grea:tly emagNl
when he presumed to ch:uge some of his men with
stealing, and after a fierce altt>rcation ordered him
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out of his tent. As the gentleman "-as mounting his
horse ,Vise came out, and, calling him byname, said:
'' Sir, before yon leaYe, I think it due both to you
and myself to make yon an apology." 11 I'm glad,
General "\Vise, that you shoIT some sense of what
is becoming to us both." "11Iy apology," replied
General \\'ise, 11 is that, ha'l"ing on my slippers, I
coultl not possibly do you justice : I onght to
have kicked you out of my tent, autl will do so
now if yon will wait till I pull on my boots!"
Then he poured a broadside upon his retreating
enem:7.
A few days after this Wise said : " General Lee
came down to see me; fortunately, my wife and
seYeral other ladies were spending the day at my
headquarters. We had a good dinner am! a charm
ing time. Yon know I l\Iarse Bob' was always Yf'ry
fond of ladies' societ)·, and when he asked me to
take a \rnlk "\\ith him, I suspected what was com
ing. After telling me of the complaints made of
my treatment of the Richn}ond man, and hearing
mv account of the affair, not omitting the apology
a1;rl broadside, he laid his hand upou my arm, anti,
"'ith that grace ancl cordiality which at f<nch times
tempered his usual stately dignity, f'aitl: 'Wise,
you know. as well as I do, IThat the army regula
tions say ahout profauit.y; hut, as an old friend, let
me ask yon if t.lrn t c1readful habit cannot he hroken
-and r�miud )'On that "\\e have both already passed
the meridian of life,' etc. Seeing he was in for a
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sermon, and one that I could not answer, I replied:
'General Lee, you certainly play Washington to
perfection, and your whole life is a constant
reproach to me. Now I am perfectly willing that
Jackson and yourself shall do the praying for the
whole army of Northern Virginia; but, in Heaven's
name, let me do the cussin' for one small brigade.'
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Lee laughed and said,' Wise, you are incorrigible,'
and then rejoined the ladies."
Apropos of this a friend told me that, stopping
at a fanuer's in Appomattox after the surrender,
be found tile old man deriving comfort from but
one thing, of wliicb be frequently spoke: "Any
how, Gineral Wise cus::;ccl the Yankees to the last."

IV.-·ORIGIN OF THE LEE TO]l[ATOES-BY W. ROY MASON, MAJOR, C. S. A.

ONE day in June, 186:?, General Lee rode over to
General Charles W. Field's headquarters at l\leadow
Bridge and asked for me. I would say here that on
leaving home to enter the army I carried a family
letter of introduction to General Lee; and on ac
count of that, and also my relationship to Colonel
Charles l\Iarshall, an aide on bis staff, my visits at
army headquarters were exceptionally pleasant.
When General Lee approached me on this occasion,
he said: "Captain, can General Field spare you a
little wliilef" !replied, "Certainly, General; what
can I do for you 1" '' I have some property," be
answered," in the bands of tile enemy, and General
McClellan has informed me that be would deliver it
to me at any time I asked for it." Then, putting
aside his jesting manner, be told me that bis wife
and l\Iiss l\Iary Lee, his daughter, had been caught
within the Federal lines at the White House, tbc
residence of General \V. H.F. Lee, bis son, and be
desired me to take a courier and proceed with it flag
of truce to :i\Ieadow Bridge and carry a sealed dis
patch to General l\IcClellan. At the Federal head
quarters I would meet the ladies, and escort them
to l\Irs. Goocb's farm, inside our lines. I passed
beyond the pickets to the second bridge, where I
waved my flag of truce, and was asked by the
Union officer of the guard to enter. When I reached
the picket, the officer said he had been ordered not
to permit any flag of truce to pass through his
lines until he had communicated with the head
quarters of General McClellan. I waited on the
bridge, and when the courier returned be bad orders
to bri11g me before the general. The officer insist
ed on blindfolding me, and positively forbade my
courier accompanying me. I was then led through
the camps, where I could hear the voices of thou
sands laughing, talking, or hallooing. After riding
an hour, a distance, as I supposed, of three or four
miles, I reached headquarters and was relieved of
my bandage. Tile general came out aml grwe me
a hearty welcome; and when be heard that I had
been blindfolded, be was so indignant that he
placed the officer, my guide, under arrest. I lrn,d
never seeu him so excited. He asked me into the

house, produced his liquors, and gave me a dinner of
the best, after which we discussed the situation at
length. He asked me no questions which it would
compromise our cause to answer, but we calmly
reviewed the position of things from our separate
points of view, and he inquired anxiously after all
bis old friends. (General l\IcClellan and rny brother
in-law, General Dabney H. l\Iaury, C. S. A., for
merly captain, U. S. A., bad been classmates and
devoted friends, and the general had visited my
father's houso and my own at Fredericksburg.)
About 3 o'clock in the afternoon, looking down the
road, we saw a carriage approaching. The curtains
were cut off, and it was drawn by a mule and a di
lapidated old horse, driven by a negro of about ten
or twelve years, allCl followe11 by a C'avalry escort.
General l\IcClellan, jumping up haRtily, said:
''There are 1\lrs. Lee and Miss Mary, now." As
the carriage stopped before the door, Ge11eral l\Ic
Clellan, greeting the ladies with marked cordiality,
at once introduced me, and remarked to l\Irs. Lee
that the general (her husband) bad chosen me as
her escort through the lines, and that by a strange
coincidence, he (l\IcClellan) had found in me a
personal friend. He offered to accompany ns in
person to the river, but this was declined by l\Irs.
Lee as entirely unnecessary.
·when we reached l\Irs. Gooch's farm and our
own pickets, cheer after cheer went down the long
line of soldiers. Near the house we were met by
General Lee and a large nnmber of officers assem
bled to honor the wife and daughter of their chief.
Before leaving for Richmond, l\Irs. Lee banded
me from a basket, under the carriage-seat, two
fine tomatoes, the finest I bad ever seen, remark
ing that she supposed such things were scarce in
tile Confederacy. The seeds of these tomatoes I
preserved, and, some years after tile war, General
Lee ate some tomatoes at my table, and praised
them; whereupon we told him, to bis astonish
ment, that those were the Lee tomatoes, and that
they bad been distributed all over the State under
that name, from the seed of those given me by
bis wife.

WEST VIRGINIA OPERATIONS UNDER FREMONT.J
BY JACOB D. COX, l\IAJOR-GEXERAL, U. S. Y.

campaign of the spring of 186:2 was an interesting one in its details,
THE
but as it became subordinate to that against Jackson in the Shenandoah

and was neYer completed as Fremont had planned, a very brief sketch of
it must suffice. On the :29th of J\Iarch Fremont assumed command of the
"J\Iountain Department," including West Virginia, eastern Kentucky, and
East Tennessee as far as Knoxville. There was a little too much sentiment
and too little practical war in the construction of a department out of fl.ye
hundred miles of mountain ranges, and the appointment of the "path-finder"
to command it was consistent with the romantic character of the whole. The
mountains formed an admiTable barrier at which comparatively small bodies
of troops could cover and protect the Ohio Valley behind them, but extensive
military operations across and beyond the Alleghanies from west or east
were impracticable, because a wilderness a hundred miles wide, crossed by
fmv and most difficult roads, rendered it impossible to supply troops from
depots on either side. The country was so wild that not even forage for mules
could be found in it, and the teams could hardly haul their own provender
for the double trip. Quick" raids" were therefore all that ever proved feasible.
Fremont had formed a plan of campaign which consisted in starting with
Blenker's division (which had been taken from the Army of the Potomac and
given to him) from Romney in the va1ley of the south branch of the Poto
mac, ascending this valley toward the south, picking up Schenck's and l\fil
roy's brigades in turn, the latter joining the column at Monterey, on the
great watershed, by way of the Cheat l\Iountain Pass. From J\Ionterey Fre
mont intended to move upon Staunton and thence, following the south
western trend of the valleys, to the New RiYer near Christiansburg. Here he
would come into communication with me, whose task it would have been to
advance from Gauley Bridge on two lines, the principal one by Fayette and
Raleigh Co1ut House over Flat-top J\lountain to Princeton and the Narrows
of New River, and a subordinate one on the turnpike to LewisbuTg. The
plan looked to continuing the march to the south-west with the whole column
till Knoxville should be reached, the last additions to the force to be from the
troops in tho Big Sandy Valley of eastern Kentucky.
The plan would probably haYe failed, first, from the impossibility of supply
ing the army on the ronte, as it would have been ,Yithout any reliable or safe
base; and second, because the railroads east of the mountains ran on routes
specially well adapted to enable the enemy quicklr to concentrate any needed
force at Staunton, at L)'nchbnrg, at Christianslmrg, or at \VytheYille to over
power the column. The Union army would be committed to a whole sea
son of marching in the m01mtains, while the Confederates could concentrate
the needed force and quickly return it to Richmond when its work was done,
making bnt a brief episode in a larger· campaign. But the plan was not
/ A continuation of "1\IcClellau in ·west Virginia." See Vol. I., p.
278
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destined to be thoroughly tried. Stonewall Jackson, after his defeat by
Kimball at Kern town, :;.\farch �3d, had retired to the Upper Shenandoah
Valley with his division, numbering about 10,000 men; �,vell was wait
ing to cooperate with him, with his divi ion, at the gaps of the Blne
Ridge on the east, and General Edward Johnson was near Staunton with a
similar force facing Mil
--roy. In April Geueral
AN l<A
Banks, commanding the
National forces in the ,
----·-·
Shenandoah Valley, had I
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"---�as Hanisou burg,
and ,Jackson observed him from
Swift Run Gap in
the Blue Ridge, on
the road from Harrisonburg to GordonsYille. l\Iilroy also pushed eastward
from Cheat l\Ionntain summit, in which high regions winter still lingered, and
had made his way through snow:; and rains to l\lcDowell, ten miles east of
1\Ionterey, at the crossing of Bnll Pasture River, where he threatened Staun
ton. But Banks was thought to Le in too exposed a position, and was
directed by the ·'\"v nr Department to foll lJack to Strasbm·g, and on the 5th of
l\Iay had gone as far as New l\larket. Blenker's cliYision had not yet renched
Fremont, who was w·aiting for it at Petersburg. Jackson saw bis opportu
nity and determined to join General Johnson by a rapid march to Staun
ton, to overwhelm l\Iilroy first and then retnru to his o-wn operations in the
Shenandoah.�. l\loving with great celeritr, he attacked l\Iilroy at ::\foDowell
u·e ,.

I

;t 'rhe object of Jackson in this movement is
stated in his l'eport of this campaign :
".At this time, Rrigmlier-Geueral Edwnrcl Johnson,
witb his troopA, wns nenr Buffalo Gap, wei;t of Staunton,
so that, if the enemy wns allowed to etfeet. a junetion, it
would 11rolJalJly be followed not only hy the seizm·e of a

point so important nfl ,. tmmton. lmt 11111�t <'ompel Gen
eral JobuRon to ahnmlon bis po,:itiou, and lie might F<llr
eeNl in g-etting- between nl'l. To :n-oid tbeise l'Csults, I
(lcterrniued, if prncticahle, after �trengthening- ruy own
diYision hv a union with JohnF<on•�. first to F<trilrn at
l\lilroy nU(] then to coneentrate the forces of Ewell and
EDITORS.
Johnson with mr own ngainst Banks."
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on the 8th, and the latter calling upon Fremont for help, Schenck was
sent forward to support him, who reached McDowell, having marched 34
miles in 24 hours. Jackson had not fully conceutrated his forces, and the
Union generals held their ground and delivered a sharp combat, ,l. in which
their casualties of all kinds numbered 256, while the Confederate loss was
498, General Jolmson being among the wounded. Schenck as senior assumed
the com11umd, and on the 9th began his retreat to Franklin, abandoning the
Cheat Mountain road. Franklin was reached on the 11th, but Jackson
approached cautiously and did not reach there till the 12th, when, finding that
Fremont had concentrated his forces, he did not attack, but returned to
McDowell, whence he took the direct road to Harrisonburg, and marched to
attack Banks at Strasburg, Ewell meeting and joining him in this movement.
Fremont resumed preparations for his original campaign, but Banks's defeat
deranged all plans, and those of the Mountain Department were abandoned.
A month passed in efforts to destroy Jackson by concentration of l\IcDowell's,
Banks's, and Fremont's troops; but it was too late to remedy the ill effects of the
division of connnands at the beginning of the campaign. On the 26th of June
Pope was assigned to command all the troops in northern Virginia, Fremont
was relieved by his own request, and the Mountain Department ceased to exist.
The operations on the Kanawha line had kept pace with· those in the north
during the month of April. Leaving a brigade to garrison the Lower Kanawha
Valley, I sent forward another under Colonel Crook on the Lewisburg Turn
pike, whilst I moved in person with the two remaining (Scammon's and Moor's)
on the Princeton route. The brigades numbered about two thousand men
each. "'\Vagons were so few that tents were discarded, and the men bivouacked
without shelter. On the 7th of l\Iay my advanced guard occupied Giles Court
House (Parisbm·g) and the Narrows of New RiYer, and on the 16th the rest of
the two brigades on this line were at the East River, Crook's brigade occupy
ing Lewisburg. ,Ve were thus prepared to join Fremont's column when it
should approach Christiansburg. Instead of this we got news of Jackson's
movements and of Schenck's and l\Iilroy's retreat, and Fremont was obliged
to telegraph that his plans were suspended, and that I must look out for myself.
The enemy had made strong efforts to concentrate a sufficient force to pro
tect the railway, and the brigades of Generals Humphrey l\Iarshall, Heth, and
Williams were assigned to this duty, under the command of l\Iarshall as senior.
l\ly own orders required me to converge toward Crook's line of movement as
I advanced, and from Flat-top l\fountain my line of supplies was exposed to a
hostile movement on the right flank. On the 16th of l\Iay Marshall, leaving
Heth to hold the passes of New River, marched by the Wytheville road on
.i. General Schenck in his report says :

"A little 01J�ern1tion SC'rved to show at once that
McDowell, as a defensive position, was entirely untl'na
ble, and especially ag-ainst the largely outnumbering
force that was aRcertained to be advancing; aml if it
bad been otherwise, there wns no choice left on account
of an entire <lestitntion of forage. I d<'termined, there
fore, to o\Jey, with as litt.le delay as poAsihle, your orders
to fall back with the force of our two brigades to this
place [Franklin]. Sneh a rno,ement, howe,er, <'onld not
with any safety or propriety be connnencC'd before night,

nor did it seem nd,isnble to nudertalw it without first
ascertaining or fel'ling the actual strength of the rebel
forc:e !Jefore ns, and 11]80, perhaps, taking some step that
would ser,e to cheek or disable him f rom his full powC'r
or dispo8itiou to 1n11·snC'. ThiR was eftectnnlly done by
our attack of his poKition on the mountain in the after
noon, and in the 1Iig-ht following I was enabled to with
draw our wl10le little army along the road through tbe
narrow gorge, which afforded the only egress from the
,alley in which McDowell is situated, in tl1e direction
of Franklin."
EDITORS.
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Princeton, driving ont my small detachment there after a stubborn resistance.
In the night I marched l\Ioor's brigade back from East River and drove Mar
shall out in turn. I recalled Scammon's brigade also on the 17th, and offered
battle in front of the town. l\Iarshall took strong position on the hills south
of the place, but did not attack, nor did Heth, who follmYed Scammon part of
the way from the Narrows. Princeton could easily have been turned by roads
on the west, and I determined while awaiting the resumption of tho general
plan of campaign to retire to Flat-top :l\fonntain, a Yery strong position, direct
ing Crook on the other side of New River to halt at Lewisburg, where we
could support each other. On l\Iay :23d Heth with his brigade tried to dis
lodge Crook, bnt was beaten, wHJ1 the loss of 38 killed and many ,Yonnded,
of whom 66 fell into onr hands. Crook also captured 4 cannon and 300
stand of small-arms. Crook's loss was 13 killed, 53 wounded, and 7 missing.
,Vhen General Pope assumed command he directed a defensive policy to
be pursued in West Virginia, and made arrangements to transfer part of my
command to his army in the field. About the middle of August I took two bri
gades by way of the Kanawha and Ohio RiYers to Parkersburg, and thence
by rail to Washington. Ganley Bridge \\'as made the advanced post in the
Kanawha Valley, and no important movement was again made on that line.
It is an interesting fact, that, so confident was General Halleck that Pope
would be joined by l\IcClellan's army in time to keep Lee in the neighbor
hood of Richmond, my original orders were to mareh through the mountains
by way of Staunton, and join Pope at Charlottesville. I had several detach
ments out pursuing guerrillas and scattered bands of Confederate troops
operating in my rear toward the Kentucky line, and this necessarily caused a
few clays' delay in beginning the directed movement. I took advantage of
the interval to lay before General Pope, by telegraph, the proof that the
march ordered meaut fifteen days of uninterrupted mountain travel, most of
it through a ,vilderness destitute of supplies, and with the enemy upon the
flank. Besides this, there was the very serious question whether the Army
of Virginia would be at Charlottesville when I should approach that place.
On the other hand, my calculation was that we could reach ,Vashington in
ten clays or less by the way we came. On this evidence Pope, with Halleck's
assent, gave permission to move as suggested. The march from Flat-top
Mountain to the head of navigation on the Kanawha, ninety miles, was made
in three days, and the Kanawha Division reached ,Vashingtou within the time
appointed. One train-load of two regiments joined Pope at Warrenton Junc
tion when the railroad was cnt at l\Ianassas Junction by Stonewall Jackson.
Two other regiments got as far as Bull Run bridge and had a lively affair with
the enemy. Afterward I was ordered into the forts on Upton's and l\Iun
son's hills to cover the front of Washington toward Centreville. Here, with
McClellan in person, we listened to the cannonade of the Second Bull Run,
and through onr lines Pope and l\IcDowell retired within the defenses of
Washington. It has often been a subject of interested speculation to inquire
what would have been the fate of the Kanawha Division, had it been approach
ing Charlottesville at this time, in accordance with Halleck's original order.
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STONEWALL JACKSON IN THE SHENANDOAH.
BY JOHX D. IMBODEN, BRIGADIER-GENERAL, C. S . .A.

nfter the battle of Bull Run Stonewall Jackson was proSonOON
moted to major-general, and the Confederate Government having
th 1st of October, 1861, organizell the Department of No -thern

�
_ ��
\
Virgmrn,
under
cornrnm1d
of
Genernl
Joseph
E.
Johnston,
1t
was
;;.:t1
diYided into the Valley District, the Potomac District, and Aquia
�I;b \
,-.J,Yitf:i ,,, '"
District, to be commanded respedively hy Major-Generals Jack1
son, Be::mregard, and Holmes. On October :28th General Johnston
�
or(1erec1 ,Jackson to Winchester to assume command of his dis�
�' trict, arnl on the 6th of November the ,Vnr Department ordered
his old "StonmYall" brigade and six thousand troops under
command of Brigndier-Genernl ,V. ,V. Loring to report to ltim.
These, together with Turner Ashby's cavalry, gave him a force
of about ten thousand men all told.
His 011ly movement of note in the "·inter of 1861-6:2 was an
expedition at the end of December to Bath and Romney, to
destroy the Baltimore ancl Ohio railroad a11d a darn or two near
I-fancoek on the Chesapeake and Ohio canal. J The weather set
in to be very inclement about New Year's, with snow, rain, sleet,
high ,,i.mls, and iutense cold. Many in Jackson's command were
c�;�:::m
O}Jposecl to the expedition, and as it resulted in nothing of much
military importnnec, hut was attended with great suffering on the part of his
troops, nothing 1mt the confidence he had "·on by his previous services saved
him from perso11al ruin. He and his second in cornnrnnd, General Loring, had
a serious disagreement. He ordered Loring to take up his quarters, in January,
in the exposOll and chce1·less village of Romney, on the south branch of the
upper Potomnc. Loring objected to this, hut Jackson was inexorable. Loring
and his priucipnl officers united in a petition to 1\Ir. Benjamin, Secretary of
,Yar, to order them to ,Vi1whester, or at least away from Romney. This doc
ument 1Yas sent (lirel't to the ,Var Office, and the Secretary, in utter disregard
A

J iYhen Jackson took commr111<1 in the Valley in
November, 18(il, the Uniou forces held Romney
and occupied tLe north siue of the Potomac in
strong force. The Confeclerates had only a weak
body of militia :it Jaekson's clisposal, until reenforcements c:.ime from the east. After receiving
the four hriga,les of R B. Garnett, 'i\•m. B. Taliaferro, iYilliam Gilham, and S. R. Arn1erson, Jackson
moved against the Union communications along
the Potomac, aiming to llestroy the Chesapeake
antl Ohio canal. Urnler cover of demonstrations
made against various places along the Potomac
east of the objective point, a Confederate force
was concentrated near Dam No. G, December 17th,
and after four days' labor a breach was made in the

darn. On the 1st of January another force moved
from ,Vinehester, northward, the tl'l'o eolumns
uniting, auu on the -!th instant the town of Bath
was occupied, after being abandonetl hy a botly of
Union troops compoRed of cavalry, infantry, and
artillery. J:.ickson followed the retre:.iting Uuion
troops to the river :.iml promptly homb:.inletl Hau
cock, l\I,1., without, hol'l'ever, securing a surrenuer,
arnl on the 7th he withdrew from the Potomac
region tow:.ird Romney. On his approaeh the
Union troops :it that post evacuated without a
struggle, yielding the town on January 10th.
Tho Confederates now went into winter quarters
along the south branch of the Potomac, at RomEDITORS.
ney ancl vicinity.
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of "good order and iliscipline," granted the request without consulting Jack
son. As soon as information reached Jackson of what had been done, he indig
nantly resigned his commission. Governor Letcher was astounded, and at once
wrote Jacksou a sympathetic letter, and then expostulated ,,ith �Ir. Davis and
his Secretary with such Yigor that an apology was sent to Jackson for their
obnoxious course. The orders were re-voked and modified, and Jackson was
induced to retain his command. This little episode gaye the Coufellerate
civil authorities an inkling of what manner of man "Stonewall" Jackson ,,as.
In that terrible \'linter's march and exposure, Jackson endured all that any
private was exposed to. One morning, near Bath, some of his men, having
crawled out from under their snow-laden
blankets, half-frozen, were cursing him as
the cause of their sufferings. He lay close
by under a tree, also snowed nuder, and
heard all this; and, without notic-ing it,
presently crawled out, too, and, slinking
the snow off, made some jocular remark to
the nearest men, who had no idea he had
ridden up in the night and lain dmn1
amongst them. The incident ran through
the little army in a fe,y hours, and recon
ciled his followers to all the hardships of
the expedition, and fully reestablishei:1 his
popularity.
In l\Iarch Johnston withdrew from l\Ia
nassas, and General �IcOlellan collected his
army of more than one hundred thonsancl
men on the Peninsula. Johnston moved
sonth to confront him. JHcClellan had
planned and organized a masterly mo,,ement to capture, hold, and o�cnpy the nmoAnrnn-oExEnAL Jo11x n. nrnonEx, c. �- A.
FltO)l A l'IIOTOGR.\PII.
Valley and the Piedmont region ; and if
his snbordinates had been equal to the task, and there had been no interfer
ence from \Vashington, it is probable the Confederate army would have been
driven ont of Yirginia and Richmond caphued by midsummer, 186�.
Jackson's little army in the Yalley had heen greatl)' reduced during the win
ter from various causes, so that at the 1Jegim1ing of March he did not have
over 5000 men of all arms available for the defense of his district, ,,hich began
to swarm with enemies nil around its borders, aggregating more than ten
times his own strength. Having retired up the Valley, he lenrnecl that the
enemy had begnn to withdraw and send troops to the east of the mountains
to cooperate with J\IcClellan. This he resolYed to stop by nn aggressive dem
onstration against Winchester, occupied by General Shields, of the Federal
army, with a division of 8000 to 10,000 men.
A little after the middle of March, Jackson concentrated what troops he
could, and on the 23d he occupied a ridge at the hamlet of Kernstown, four
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The cro�sed line nnd nrrows indicate Jneksou's movements in the Ynlley. On l\Iny 6th he wns at Staunton; he
fought l\Iilroy nnd Schenck uenr l\IeDowell on Jllny 8th; Bnnks nt l!'ront Royal, Newtown, nnd Winchester ou l\Iay
23d, 2Hh, and 25th; Fremont nt Cross Keys on June 8th; Tyler nt Port RepubUe on Jnue 9th.-ED1TORS.

miles south of ,Vinchester. Shields promptly attacked him, and a severe
engagement of several hours ensued, ending in Jackson's repulse about dark,
foilowed by an orderly retreat up the Valley to near Swift Run Gap in Rock
ingham county. The pursuit was not vigorous nor persistent. t Although
;t Gener::tl J nckson's first annouucemeut of the
uattle to General J ohnstou, dated March 24th,
contained the following :
"As tile enemy hnd been sending oft' troops from the
district, and from what I ronld lenrn ·were still doing so,
and knowing your great desire to Jlrevent it, and hanug
a pros1leet of success, I engaged him yesterday about

3 r. �r.. near Winchester, and fought 1111til dusk, but his
forees were �o snprrior to mine thnt he repulsed me
with the los11 of vnlunhle officers and men hilled nnd
womHle<l; but from the obstinney with which om· tl'Oops
fought nml from their nclvnutngeous posit.ion I nm of the
opinion that Ws loss was greatel' thnu miue in troops,
bnt I Jost one piece of nrtiliery and three caissons."

See also p. 302.

EDITORS.
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Jackson retired before superior numbers, he had given a taste of his fighting
qualities that stopped the withdrawal of the enemy's troops from the Valley.
The result was so pleasing to the Richmond government and General John-·
ston that it was decided to reenforce Jackson by sending General Ewell's
division to him at Swift Run Gap, which reached him about the 1st of l\fay,
thus giving Jackson an aggregate force of from 13,000 to 15,000 men to 01Jen
his campaign with. At the beginning of .May the situation was broadly about
as follows: l\filroy, with about -!087 men, was on the Staunton and Parkers
burg road at l\IcDowell, less than forty miles from Staunton, with Schenck's:
brigade of about 2500 near Franklin. The rest of Fremont's army in the
mountain department was then about 30,000 men, of whom 20,000 were con
centrating at Franklin, fifty miles north-west of Staunton, and within sup
porting distance of 1\Iilroy. Banks, wLo had fortified Strasbnrg, seventy
miles north-east of Staunton by the great Valley turnpike, to fall back upon
in an emergency, had pushed forward a force of 20,000 men to Harrisonburg,
including Shields's division, 10,000 strong. General J\IcDowell, with 3-!,000
men, exclusive of Shields's division, was at points east of the Blue Ridge, so
as to be able to moYe either to Fredericksburg or to the Luray Valley and
thence to Staunton. Not counting Colonel :i\Iiles's, later Saxton's, command,
at Harper's Ferry, which was rapidly increased to 7000 men, sent from Wash
ington and other points north of the Potomac, before the end of l\Iay, Jack
son had about 80,000 men to take into account (including all Union forces
north of the Rappahannock and east of the Ohio) and to keep from a junc
tion with McClellan in front of Richmond. Not less than 65,000 ! of these
enemies were in the Valley under their various commanders in l\Iay and
June [see p. 299].
Besides E·well's division already mentioned, General Johnston could give no
further assistance to Jackson, for :i\IcClellan was right in his front with
superior numbers, and menacing the capital of the Confederacy with almost
immediate and certain capture. Its only salvation depended upon Jackson's
ability to hold hack Fremont, Banks, and 1\IcDowell long enough to let
Johnston try doubtful conclnsious with ::\IcClellan. If he failed in this, these
three commanders of an aggregate force then reputed to be, and I believe in
fact, over one hundred thousand� would converge and move down upon
Richmond from the west as :i\IcClellan ad Yanced from the east, and the city
and its defenders would fall an easy prey to nearly, if not quite, a quarter of
a million of the best-armed and best-equipped men ever put into the field by
any government.
Early in May, Jackson was near Port Republic contemplating his surround
ings and maturing his plans. What these latter were no one but himself knew.
Suddenly the appalling news spread through the Valley that he bad fled to

+

This seems to us an overestimate of the Union
forces a<'tually in tho Valley during the operations
of May and June. April 30th, Banks bad D178
"present for duty"; l\Iay 31st, Fremont bad
14,672 (Cox and Kelley not in the Valley); l\Ic
Dowell's force that reached the Valley (including
Shield's division, which on May 31st numbered

10,203), aggregated about �1,000. Total, 44,840.
Saxton bad about 7000 at Harper's Ferry, which
were not engaged.- EDITORS.
} We estimate that there were not above 80,000
Union troops in the three departments that could
have been moved toward Richmond.- EDITORS.
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the east side of the Blue Ridge through
Brown's and Swift Run Gaps. Only
Ashby remained behind with about one
.May8.
thousand cavalry, scattered and rnov
1862.
ing day and night in the vicinity of
l\IcDowe11, Franklin, Strasburg, Front
Royal, and Luray, and reporting to
Jackson every rnovement of the enemy.
Despair was fast settling upon the
rnincls of the people of the Valley.
Jackson made no concealment of bis
flight, the news of ,vhicb soon reached
his enernies. :Milroy advanced tw·o
regiments to the top of the Shenan
1
doah l\Ionntain, only twenty-two rniles
$.::l. · t:
,,,
from Staunton, and "'as preparing to
moYe his entire force to Stanuton, to
be follm-rnd by Fremont.
Jackson had collected, from Ohar
lottesYille and other stations on the Vir
ginia Central Railroad, enough railway
trajns to transport all of his little army.
.MAP OF TIIE BATTLE OF ,rcnOWELL. [SEEP. 29?-l
That it was to he taken to Richmond
j
p
By llln or Je,l. IIotehkiRs, To ographknl Enginl'el'
w·hen the troops w·ere all embarked no
Yalley District Army of Xortheru Virginia.
one
doubted. It w·ns Sunday, and
The Confederate comrnnrnlH (irnlirated b�· white hnrs)
many of his sturdy soldiers were Val
of Gen,•rnls Edwar<l John.s on nnd W. B. Tnliaferrow<'re
posted on Setlington's Hill in the following onler, he
ley
men. ·with sad and gloomy hearts
ginning on the left: 52,1, 10th, 58th, 31st, and 23d Vir
ginia; 12th Georgia; 37th Yirginin.
they hoarded the trains at l\Iecbum's
General :IIilroy's troops (indicate<l hy hlnek hars)
moved from the vnlley of tho J;n]] Pasture ltiver
River Station. When all were on, lo!
against the C'oufederate position, nml wero engaged
they took a westward com·se, and a
from rigllt to left, ns follows: 25th, 75tlI, 32cl, arnl 82,1
Ohio, an,l 3d W. Yirginin, ,-vith Johnson's 12th Ohio
Ii ttle after noon the first train rolled
battery on Hall's Ridge, tile extreme left.
The atlnek opened 011 the Uuion right aml ended
into Staunton.
with a flank 1110-vement hy the regiments on the left.
NfflYS of Jackson's arrival spread
like ,vild-fire, and crowds flocked to the station to see the soldiers and learn
what it all meant. No one k1iew.
As soon as the troops could be put in motion they took the road leading
toward 1\IcDowell, the general having sent forward cavalry to Buffalo Gap
and beyond to arrest all persons going that way. General Edward Johnson,
with one of Jackson's Valley brigades, wns already at Buffalo Gap. �I.1he next
morning, by a circuitous rnonntain-path, he tried to send a brigade of iufantry
to the rear of l\Iilroy's two regiments on Shenandoah l\Iountain, bnt they were
improperly g·uided and failed to reach the position in time, so that when
attacked in front both regiments escaped. Jackson followed as rapidly as pos
sible1 and the following day, l\Iay 8th, on top of the Bull Pasture l\Iountain,
three rniles east of l\IcDowell, encountered l\Iilroy reenforced by Scheuck, who
cornmancled by virtue of seniority of comrnission. The conflict lasted several
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hotus, and was severe and bloody. It 'IYas fonght mainly with small-arms, the
ground forbidding much use of artillery. Sdienck and JHilroy fled precipi
tately toward Franklin, to unite with Fremont. The route lay along a narrow
valley hedged up by high mountains, perfectly protecting the flanks of the
retreating army from Ashby's pnrsning ca;valry, led by Captain Sheetz.
Jackson ordered him to pursue as vigomnsly as possible, and to guard com
pletely all avenues of approach from the direction of McDowell or Staunton
till r lieved of this dnty. Jackson buried the dead and rested his army, and
then fell back to the Yalle.v on the ,Varrn Springs and Harrisonburg road.\
Tho morning after the battle of ?IIcDowell I called very early on Jackson
at the residence of Colonel George "\V. Hull of thnt Yillage, w·here he had his
headquarters, to ask if I couTd be of any service to him, as I had to go to
Staunton, forty miles distant, to look after some companies thnt were to join
my command. He asked me to wait a few moments, as be wished to prepare
a telegram to be sent to President Davis from Staunton, the nearest office to
l\IcDowell. He took a seat at a table and wrote nearly half a page of fools
cap; he rose and stood before the fireplace pondering it some minutes; then
he tore it in pieces and \\'Tote again, bnt mnch less, and again destroyed what
he had written, and paced the room several times. He suddenly stopped,
seated himself, and dashed off two or three lines, folded the paper, and said,
"Send that off as soon as yon reach Staunton." As I bade him "good-bye,"
he remarked: "I may have other telegrams to-day or to-morrow, and will
send them to yon for transmission. I wish you to ha,ve two or three well
mounted couriers ready to bring me the replies promptly."
\ See note by General Schenck, p. 29S, and also p. 2S0.-EDITORS.
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I read the message he had given me. It was elated "McDowell," and read
abont thus: "Providence blessed our arms with victory at l\fcDowell yester
day." That was all. A few clays after I got to Staunton a courier arrived
with a message to be telegraphed to the Secretary of ,Var. I read it, sent it
off, and ordered a courier to be ready with his horse, -..vhile I waited at the
telegrnph office for the reply. The message was to this effect: "I think I
onght to attack Bnnks, but under my orders I do not feel at liberty to do so."
In less than an honr a reply came, but not from the Secretary of War. It
was from Gen oral Joseph E. Johnston, to whom I supposed the Secretary had
referred General Jackson's message. I
have a distinct recollection of its sub
stance, as follows : " If yon think you
can heat Banks, attack him. I only
intended by my orders to caution you
against attacking fortifications." Banks
was understood to have fortified him
self strongly at Straslnu·g and Cedar
Creek, and he had fallen back there. I
started the conrier with this reply, as
I supposed, to l\IcDowell, but, lo ! it
met Jackson only twelve miles froru
Staunton, to which point on the Harri
sonburg and ,Varm Springs turnpike
he had marched his little army, except
Ashby's cavalry, which, nuder an in
trepid leader, Captain Sheetz, he had
sent from l\IcDowell to menace Fremont,
who was concentrating at Franklin in
Pendleton County, where he remained
in blissful ignorance that Jackson had
BREYET .:\l.\,JOH-r.EXEHAL JOIIS R. KENLY.
left l\IcDowell, till he learned by tele
FHc 1)1 .A PlIOTOGIL\J Il.
graph sqme clays later that Jackson
had fallen upon Banks at Front Royal and driven him through ,Vinchester
and across the Potomac.
'rwo hours after receiving this telegram from General Jolmston, Jackson
was en route for Hanisonburg, where he came upon the great Valley turnpike.
By forced marches he reached New l\Iarket in two clays. Detachments of
cavalry guarded every road beyond him, so that Banks remained in total
ignorance of his approach. This Federal commander had the larger part of
his force ,.,,ell fortified at and near Strasburg, but he kept a large detachment
at Front Royal, about eight miles distant nucl facing the Luray or Page
Valley.*
From New l\farket .Jackson disappeared so suddenly that the people of the
Valley were again mystified. He crossed the l\Inssanntten l\Ionntain, and,
>

*

Banks's total force now numbered 9178 present for duty as against lG,000 to 17,000
of Jackson.-EDI'rORS.
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passing Lnray, hurried toward Front Royal. He sometimes made thirty
miles in twenty-four hours with his entire army, thus gnining for his infantry
the sobriquet of "Jackson's foot cavalry." Very early in the afternoon of
May 23d he struck Front Royal. The surprise was complete and disastrous
to the enemy, who were commanl1ed by Colonel John R. Kenly. After a
fruitless resistance they fled toward ,Vinchester, twenty miles distant, with
Jackson at their heels.; A large number were captured within fonr miles by
a splendid cavalry clash of Colonel Flournoy and Lieutenant-Colonel ,Vatts.
News of this disaster reached Banks at Strasburg, by which he learned that
Jackson was rapiclly gaining his rear toward :N"cwto,n1. The works Banks
had constructed had not been made for defense in that direction, so he
abandoned them and set out with all haste for ,Vinchester; but, en mute, near
Newtown (l\Iay 24th), Jackson struek his flank, inflicting heavy loss, and
making large captures of property, consisting of TiTagons, tenms, camp
equipage, provisions, amrnnnition, and oyer nine thousand stand of arms,
all new and in perfect order, besides a large number of prisoners.�,.
Jackson no"T ehasecl Banks's fleeing army to ,Vinchester, where the latter
made a stand, but after a sharp engagement with Ewell's division on the 25th
he fled again, not halting till he had crossed the Potomac, congratulating
himself and his GoYernment in a dispatch that his army ·was at last safe in
Maryland. General Saxton, -.,yith some 7000 men, held Harper's Ferry, 32
i Colonel Kenly, in his report, says that he was
attacked about :.l P. M., and that he maintained his
position in front of his camp until nearly 5 o'clock,
when he found that he was flanked. Retiring, he
made a stand at the river in his rear, and again at
the cross-road leading to :Middletown. At the last

point hls men were run down by overwhelming
numbers and captured in detachments.-EDITORS.
;t Banks reports on April 30th, as present for
duty, 0178; and on June 16th, 7113,-being a
reduction of :.l065. Jackson i-eports the-capture
in all of 3050 of Banks's men.-EDITORS.
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miles from "\Vinchester. Jackson paid his respects to this fortified post,· by
marching a large part of his forces close to it, threatening an assault, long
enough to allow all the captured property at "\Vinchester to be sent away
toward Staunton, and then returned to "\Vinchester. His problem now was
to escape the clutches of Fremont, knowing that that officer would be
promptly advised by wire of what had befallen Banks. He could go hack
the ·way he came, by the Luray Valley, but that would expose Staunton
(the most important depot in the valley) to capture by Fremont, and he
had made his plans to save it.
I had been left at Staunton organizing my recruits. On his way to attack
Banks, Jackson sent me an order from New l\Iarket to throw as many men
as I could arm, a11d as quickly as possible, into Brock's Gap, west of Harri
sonburg, and into any other mountain-pass through which Fremont could
reach the valley at or south of Harrisonburg. I kuew that ·within four miles
of Franklin, on the main road leading to Harrisonbnrg, there · was a narrow
defile hemmed in on both sides by nearly perpendicular cliffs, o,·er five
hundred feet high. I sent about fifty men, well armed with long-range guns,
to occupy these cliffs, and defend the passage to the last extremity.
On the :25th of l\fay, as soon as Fremont learned of Banks's defeat and
retreat to the Potomac, he put his army of about 14,000 in motion from Frank
lin to cut off Jackson's retreat up the valley. Ashby's men were still in his
front toward l\Ir Dowell, with an unknown force; so Fremont did not attempt
that route, bnt sent his cavalry to feel the way toward Brock's Gap, on the
direct road to Harrisonburg. The men I had sent to the cliffs let the head of

STONEIM4LL JACKSON IN THE SHENANDOAH.

the column get well into the defile or gorge, when, from a position of perfect
safety to them.selves, they ponTed a deadly volley into the close column. The
attack being unexpected, and coming from a foe of unknown strength, the
Federal column halted and hesitated to advance. Another volley and the
"rebel yell" from the cliffs turned them back, never to appear again. Fre
mont took the road to l\loorefield, and thence to Strasburg, though he had
been peremptorily ordered on l\lay 2-!th by President Lincoln to proceed
direct to Harrisonburg. It shows how close hacl been Jackson's calculation of
chances, to state that as his rear-gnarcl marched up Fisher's Hill, two miles
from Strasburg, Fremont's advance came in sight on the mountain-side
on the road from Moorefield, and a sharp skirmish took place. Jackson con
tinued to Harrisonburg, hotly pursued by Fremont, but avoiding a conflict.
The news of Banks's defeat created consternation at \Vashington, and
Shields was ordered to retnrn from east of the Blue Ridge to the Lnmy Val
ley in all haste to cooperate with Fremont. Jackson ·was advised of Shields's
approach, and his aim ·was to prevent a junction of their forces till he reached
a point where he could trike them in quick succession. He therefore sent
cavalry
detachments along the Shenandoah to burn the bridges as far as Port
•
Republic, the river being at that time too full for fording. At Harrisonburg
he took the road leading to Port Republic, nnd ordered me from Staunton,
with a mixed battery and Lat.talion of caYalr�', to the bridge over :North River
near l\Iount Crawford, to prevent a cavalry force passing to his rear.
At Cross Keys, about six miles from Hanisonburg, he delivered battle to
Fremont, on June 8th, and, after a long and bloody conflict, as night closed
in he was master of the field. Leaving one division-Ewell's-on the grouud,
to resist Fremont if he should return next clay, he that night marched
the rest of his army to Port Republic,
which lies in the forks of the river,
--._'c,,
CI:OSS REYS
and made his arrangements to attack
ow1n.nn
A
the troops of Shields's command next
morning on the Lewis form, just below
the town.
On the day of the conflict at Cross
Keys I held the bridge across North
River at l\lonnt Crawford \\ith a bat l>
talion of cavalry, fom· howitzers, and ;t
a Parrott gun, to prevent a cavalry
flank movement on Jackson's trains at
I
Port Republic. About 10 o'clock at
night I received a note from Jackson,
'
wi·itten in pencil on the blank margin
I
of a newspaper, directing me to report
with my command at Port Republic
before daybreak. On the same slip,
and as a postscript, he wrote, "Poor
Ashby is dead. He fell gloriously. Byl\Iajor Jed. Hotchkiss, Top. Eng.Valley Dist. A. N. Ya.
BATTLE: 01'
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I know yon will join with me in monming the loss of -onr friend,
one of the noulest men and soldiers in the Confederate army." I carried
that slip of paper till it was literally worn to tatters.
It was early, Sunday, Jnne 8th, when Jackson and h�s staff reached the
_
bridge at Port Republic. General E. B. 'ryler, who, with two hngades of
Shields's division, was near by on the east side of the river, had sent two
.j. General Ewell, the Confederate commander on
the field, in his report says of the Union advance:
"The general featnres of the ground were a valley arnl
a rin1let in my front, woods on uoth tlanks, and a field
of some ht1111lre<l8 of aerl's where the road erosse,l the
center of my line, my sitle of the valley llcing more de
flnecl and commamling tlie other....AlJont 10 o'clock
the enemy folt along- my front with �kirmish1:rs, nml
shortly aft1:r poH1t••l his artillery, ... hiefly opposite mine.
He advance,l nU<ll'r ,·over on General Trimble, with a
force, according to his own Rtate.ment, of two brigade;,,
which were repnlsP<l with RU<'h signal loss that they ,lid
net make another cletermine,l 01fort. GenPral Trimhle
hat! been rec'nforct·d hy tho 13th an,l 25tll Yirginia TIPgi
ments. Colonel J.A. Walk,·r an<l Lieutenant-Colonel P.
B.Duffy, of Genera.I Elzt:y'A hrh,;a,le. Tllese regiments
assisted in the repulse of the enemy. General Trimblt: in
turn aclYnncetl and tlro,·e th<- t•nerny more than a mile,
andremainetl on his flank ready to m�ke the final attaek.
. . . The enem�·•s attat:k w�s derided hy 4 P. �I., it be
ing prineipally clireetecl against G,·nPral Trimhle, and.
though from tl!eir own statement they ontnnmbered nR
on that flank two to one, it ha,l Ri,gnallJ' failnl. General
'.rrimble's . . . brigade captnrecl one of their colors."
General Fremont in his report describes the des
perate fighting as follows :

.. Urging vigorously forwanl his brigacle, General
f-tahel Pneounteretl in the first bPlt of woocls a strong
line of skirrnis!JerR, wllich with hartl fighting was clriven
ont of tile timuer and pnslletl by tlie 8th antl 45tll New
York oye.r the open grountl he_y oncl tile edge of the woods,
wllcre these regiments suddenly e.ame npon t.he right of
the Pnemy's maiu liue. . . . Two of General Stallel's
hcst, regiments, the 27th Penw,ylvania and tho 41st New
York, hatl been tli-vertetl to the right in the timher, and
the shorl{ of the entire force here was sustained by the
8tll and 45th New Yori,; nm! principally uy the 8th,
which was attacked in front and flank bJ· fonr regiments.
...Tile enemy now hrought np atlflitional artilll'ry into
the opPn gronncl on my extreme left, aml General Tay
Ior'1-1 reserye hrigatle [Confederate] entering tile woods,
the fio-htino- contim1Pcl with grent Reverity continuously
along°tlw timber in front of onr position. .A. ll[ississippi
rP_giment, ehargiug with yells upon nuell's hatt1:ry, "·as
ga llantlynwt with a bayonet ehargt: l)y the 27tll Penn�yl
;:.ania, unclPr en Yer of which the battery was withdrawn.
A Louisiana rPg-imeut of Taylor's brigade. nndertaldng ::t
ehargP. upon Dilger'A hattery, was reeciYecl with a fire
of e�nister and g-rape, ,leliverPd with suell preeision and
rapidity aR nParly deAtreyed it.Every attempt of the en
erny t.o emerge from the coYer of the woods was repulsed
by artillery and counter-attacks of infantry."
EDITORS.
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guns and a few men nnder a green and inefficient officer to the bridge. rrhey
arrived about the same time as Jacksou, bnt, his troops soon corning up, the
Federal officer and his supports made great haste back to the Lewis farm,
losing a gnu at the bridge.
I reached Port Repnblic an hour before daybreak of June 9th, and sought
the house occupied by Jackson; bnt not wishing to disturb him so ear1y, I
asked the sentinel what room was occupied by " Sandy" Pendleton, Jacksou's
adjutant-general. '' Upstairs, first room on the right," he replied.
Supposing he meant our right as we faced tho house, I went up, softly
opened the door, aucl discovered General Jackson lying on his face across
the bed, fully dressed, with sword, sash, and boots all 011. The low-burnt
tallow candle 011 the table shed a dim light, yet enough by which to recognize
him. I endeavored to withdraw without ,Ynking him. He tm·11ed over, sat
up on the bed, and called out, "Who is that f"
He checked my apology with "That is all right. It's time to be np. I am
glad to see you. 1;vere the men all np as yon came through camp f"
"Yes, General, and cooking."
"That's right. ,Ve move at daybreak. Sit clown. I want to talk to you."
I had learned never to ask him questions about his plans, for he would
never answer such to any one. I therefore waited for him to speak first.
He referred very feelingly to Ashby's death, and spoke of it as an irrepara
ble loss. ,Vhen he paused I said, "General, yon made a glorious winding
up of your four weeks' work yesterday."
He replied, "Yes, Goel blessed onr army again yesterday, and I hope ,vith
bis protection and blessing we shall do still better to-day."
Then seating himself, for the first time in all my intercourse with him, he
outlined the day's proposed operations. I remember perfectly his conversa
tion. He said : 1' Charley ,Vinder
[Brigadier-General commanding his
l'ORT ItEI'UBLIC
old ' Stonewall' brigade] will cross the
riYer at daybreak and attack Shields
,.
½
on the Lewis farm [ two miles below].
I shall support him with all the other
troops as fast as they can be put in
line. General 'Dick' Taylor will move
through the woods on the side of the
'
·
mountain
with his Louisiana brigade,
O
"ll\
and rush upon their left flank by the
1o.
·
time the action becomes general. By
10 o'clock we shall get them on the run,
and I'll now tell you ,vhat I want with
yon. Send the big new rifle-gun you
haYe [a 12-ponncler Pnrrott] to Poague
[commander of the Rockbridge artil
lery] and let your rn01mtecl men report
By l\Iajor Jed. Hotcbkiss,
to the cavalry. I want you in person to
Top. Eng. Valley Dist. A.. N. Va.
BATTLE OF
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PENNSYLVANIA "BUCKTAILS,11

COLONEL JOHN$0N 1 MOUNTED.

TIIE FinST ;\IARYLANJ) (CO:-.FEnER.\TE) REGDIENT AT 11.\RRJSONBURG, JUNE G, 1862, AND nrn DEATH OF Ai<IIRY.

In tho affair of the rear-gnar<l at. Uani�oulmrg on the 61li of ,Tunl', 18G2. thn bt
lllarylancl Re1giment, Colo11el (nfterwnr(l neneral) Br;u\ley T. ,TolrnRon, wnA ord<'rerl
hy General Ewell to eharge thron_gh the woor!A to tl1e left in support. of the 58th
Yirg-i11ia, then cloRely eugagecl with tl1e PennRylrnnia 13th (" BneldailH"). The�'
charged wit.II a cheer. hnt Roon hcp;nn to snffer from n. fire in the fl:rnk nnrl rcnr.
Colonel Johu�on gave the eomm;mrl, "By the right. flnnlr, file right, nrnrcl1 ! " As
Roon ns the eolorA enml' into line - "R�· t11e left flanIr, char,qc J" The right comp::micA clrnrgefl nt <lonhle-qnick, the left compnnin; <'orning up on n, rnn - tlrn�
ehnnging front to tl1e right, under fir<'. At the Rnme inRtnnt n, Yolley from tlrn
enemy Awept flown tho front fil<'A of th<'- color <'Ompany nncl color gnar1l, killr•1l
tile horses of General Tnmrr Ashhy and Colont>l Johnson, nnrl in a second after

killrd .A8hhy. JohnAOII, rlisentnugling himAP.lf from bis horse, led his regiment
on, nnd, nceording to Ewell," clro,e the enemy off with heavy loss," wounding and
capturing- their f'Omrnancling officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas L. Kane. Gen
ernl Fremont wrote tlint "a bnttnlion of Colonel Kane's (Pcm1Rylvanin) regiment
ent.erccl the woM]A under the rlirectiou of Brigadier-General [George D.] Bayard,
::u1cl maintained for hnlf nn hour a vigorous attack, in which lioth sitles f!u1ferecl
ReYerel�·. driving the enemy.'' Ashlly wns directing when be fell not thirt.y yards
from the enemy. Three Confcrlerate eolor-Rergeants were Ahot at one flag. As tho
reg-iment was moving into the hntt.le of Cross Keys, June 8th, Genernl Ewell
rlirecterl Colonel Job11Ron to carry one of tho lmelrtails eapturefl from the enemy
nlfixccl to his colors ns a tro1,IJ)'.-ED1TORS. ·
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take your mounted howitzers to the field, in some safe position in rear of
the li.ne, keepi11g everything packed on the mules, ready at any moment
to take to the mountain-side. Three miles below Le"·is's there is a defile
on the Luray road. Shields may rally and make a stand there. If he does,
I can't reach him ,Yith the field-batteries on account of the ·woods. Yon can
carry your 1�-pouncler howitzers on the mules up the mountain-side, and at
some good place unpack and shell the enemy
out of the defile, and the cavalry ·will do
the rest."
This plan of battle was carried out to the
letter. I took position in a ravine about two
hundred yards in rear of Poague's battery in
the center of the line. General 'ryler, ,vho
had two brigades of Shields's division, made
a very stubborn fight, and by 9 o'clock mat
ters began to look very serious for us. Dick
Taylor had not yet come clown out of the
woods on Tyler's loft flank.
1\Ieanwhile I "'as having a remarktble
time with onr mnles in the ravine. Some of
the shot aimed at Poag·ne came bounding
over our heads, and occasionally a shell
TURNER ASHBY, c. s. A.
wonld bnrst there. The 111nles becaine fran- BRIGADIER-GENERAL
FRO)l A l'IIUTOGRAPll.
tic. They kicked, plnngecl, and squealed. It
was impossible to quiet them, arn1 it took three or fonr men to hold one
mule from breaking awa�r. Each mule ha(J about three lrnndretl pounds
weight on him, so securely fastened that the load could not be dislodged
by any of his capers. Several of them lay down and tried to wallow their
loads off. The men held these down, and that snggestecl the idea of throw
ing them all on the ground and holding them there. 'rhe ravine sheltered us
so that we ,vere in no clanger from the shot or shell whieh passed o,·or us.
Just about the time our mule "circns" was at its height, news came up the
lino from the left that \Vinder's brigade near the river ·was giving ·way.
Jackson rode down in that direction to see what it meant. As he passed
on the brink of our ravine, his eye caught the scone, and, reining up a
moment, he accosted me ,vitb, "Colonel, you seem to have trouble down
there." I made some reply which drew forth a hearty laugh, and he said,
"Get your mules to the mountain as soon as yon can, all(l be ready to move."
Then he dashed on. He fonncl his old brigade had yielded slig·htly to over
whelming pressure.� Galloping np, he was received with a cheer; and, calling
} The first Confe,lerate assault was made bv ,Vin
der's (Stonewall) brigade, and was repulsefl \v the
troops of Carroll's brigade. An incident of the
counter-charge is thus described by Colonel Henry
B. Kelly, C. S. A. :
'' While victoriously driving back the line of the
Confederate left, the advancing Federal infantry were

themselves Rtultlenly a�sailed in flanlc on their lPft, hy a
ch:uge of two rPgimcnts of Virginia infantry, tlic 44th
am158th, let1 by Colonel Seott."
The attack on the otller flank by troops brought
up from Cross Keys, by General Ewell, determined
the result. Colonel Kelly says:
'' At the word of command, the line moved forward,
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out at the top of his voice, " The ' Stonewall' brigade never retreats; follow
me ! " led them back to their original line. Taylor soon made his appearance,
and the flank attack settled the work of the day. A wild retreat began. The
pnrsnit was vigorons. No stand ·was made in the defile. "\Ve pm·sued them
eight miles. I rode back with Jackson, and at sunset we were on the battle
field at the Lewis mansion.
Jackson accosted a medical officer, and said, "Have yon brought off all the
wounded 1" "Yes, all of ours, bnt not all of the enemy's." " "\Vhy not 1"
"Because we were shelled from across the river." " Had yon your hospital
flag on the field'?" "Yes." "Auel they shelled that'?" "Yes." "Well, take
yonr men to their quarters; I would rather let them all die than have one
of my men shot inteutioually nuder the yellow flag when trying to save then:
wounded." \
Fremont, hearing the noise of the battle, had hurried ont from near
Harrisonburg to help r.ryler; but Jackson had burnt the bridge at Port
Republic, after Ewell had held Fremont in check some time on the west
side of the river and escaped, so that when Fremont came in sight of
Tyler's battle-field, the latter's troops had been ronted and the river could
not be crossed.
The next clay I returned to Staunton, and fonncl General ,V. H. C. Whiting,
my old commander after the fall of General Bee at Bull Rnn, arriving with a
division of troops to reenforce Jackson. Taking him and his staff to my
house as guests, General "\Vhiting left soon after breakfast with a guide to
call on Jackson at Swift Run Gap, near Port Republic, where he was resting
his troops. The distance from Staunton was about twenty miles, but
Whiting· returned after midnight. He was in a towering passion, and
declared that Jackson had treated him outrageously. I asked, "How is that
possible, General, for he is Yery polite to every one 1"
" Oh ! hang him, he was polite enough. Bnt he didn't say one word about
his plans. I finally asked him for orders, telling him what troops I had.
He simply told me to go l>ack to Staunton, and he would send me orders
soon coming into plain ,--icw of the batteries an<l of the
General Jackson says in his report:
infantry of the enc•111y hcyon<l the ravinr., which at once
"While
the forces of Shields were in fnll retreat, and
opened fire on the advaudug hriga<le. With one volley
in reply, and a Co11fe•lerate yell heard fur over the ticld, om· troops in pursuit, Fremout appeared on the oppo
the LonisianianH ruslrnd ,luwn the rough declivity aud site hank of the south fork of the Shenandoah with his
across the rnvinP, all(l carried the batteries like a flash. arwy, and opened his artillery upon 011 r ambulances and
. . . By the impetus of the charge over the rough parties CI1,gagc<l in the humane labors of attPncling to
grom1d all formation was lost, and officers and men were our ,leml anil wounded, au<l tlle dead and wounded of tho
all thrown into one nnorganize<l mass around the cap enemy."
tured gnus. "'bile this cxnltant crowd were rejoicing
and Rllouting over their ,·ictory, suddenly ascathingfire
Fremont says in his report of his action ·at Port
of canister was poured i11to them h�- a section of Clark's Republic:
hattery which had hccn rapidly hr.oug-i1t over from the
·• Parties (Coll federate) gathering the tlead an<l w01md
Federal right to ,,itbin two lrnndrc<l yards of the posied, together with a line of prisouers, awaiting the
tion of tile captured g-11111<. • • •
"At the outset of the attempt of the Federals to movementR of the rebel t'orPe near by-, "·as all, ill l'l'8peet
rntake their hattericR, Lieutenant-Colonel Peck, of the to troops on either sirle, now to be seen . .A parting- sal,o
9th Louisiana, called ont to the men about the captured of carefully aimed rifle-guns. dnly c,hargcd with shell.
gnus tu shoot tile horRcR, which was <lone. "'hen, there hastened the departure of the rehels with the unlucky
fore. the Federals retook null helc1 for a, time, as they though most gallant convoy, and the whole were speed
did, the groun<t where tl,e g-nus were, they were unable, ily out of sight.''
when again driven off, to take more than one gnu with
It is hardly 11ecessary to state that intentional
them for want of battery hlll'Be8."
EDITORS.
'\ The official references to this incident are com shellii1g of an ambulance and relief parties is denied
EDITORS.
prised in the following.
by Union officers.
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to-morrow. I haven't the slightest idea what they "·ill be. I believe he
hasn't any more sense than my horse."
Seeing his frame of mind, and he being a guest in my house, I said little.
Just after breakfast, next morning, a courier arrived with a terse order to
embark his troops on the railroad trains and move to Gordonsville at once,
where he would receive further on]ers. This brought on a new explosion
of wrath. "Didn't I tell yon he was a fool, and doesn't this prove it f Why,
I just came through Gordonsville clay before yesterrlay."
However, he obeyed the order; and when he reached Gordonsville he
found Jackson there, and his little Yalley army coming after him; a few days
later McClellan was astounded to learn that Jackson was on his right flank
on the Chickahominy. Shortly after the seven clays' battle around Rich
mond, I met ,Vhiting again, ancl he then said: "I didu't know Jackson when
I was at yonr honse. I have found ont now wlrnt his plans were, and they
were worthy of a Napoleon. Bnt I still think he ought to have told me his
plans; for if he had died :;\IcClellan woukl ha,·e captured Ridnnond. I
wouldn't have known ·what he was chi ,·ing at, and might have made a mess
of it. But I take back all I said about his being a fool."
From the elate of Jackson's arrival at Staunton till the battle of Port
Republic was thirty-five clays. He marched from Staunton to i\IcDowell, 40
miles, from McDowell to Front Ro.·{al, about 110, from Front Royal to ,Vin
chester, 20 miles, ,Vinchester to Port Republic, 75 miles, a total of :24:5 miles,
fighting in the meantime J desperate battles, and winning them all.
On the 17th of Jnne, leaving only his cavalry, nncler Brigadier-General B.
H. Robertson, and Chew's battery, and the little force I was enlisting in the
valley (which was now no longer threatened by the enemy), Jackson moved
all his troops south-east, and on the �5th arrived at Ashland, seventeen
miles from Richmond. This withdrawal from the valley was so skillfully
managed that his absence from the seene of his late triumphs was unsus
pected at ,Yashington. On the contrary, something like a panic prevnilecl
there, and the Government "·as afraid to permit ::\IcDowell to unite his forces
with :McClellan's lest it should uncover and expose the capital to Jackson's
supposed movement on it.
Jackson's military operations were always unexpected and mysterious. In
my personal intercom·se with him in the early part of the war, before he had
become famous, he often said there were two things never to be lost sight of
by a military commander: "Always my::;tify, mislead, and surprise the
enemy, if possible; and when yon strike and overcome him, never let up
in the pursuit so long as your men ha ,Te strength to follow; for an army
ronted, if hotly pursued, becomes panic-stricken, and can then be destroyed
by half their nnmber. 'rhe other rule is, never fight against heavy odds, if
by any possible manrnuvring yon can hnrl your own force on only a i)art,
and that the weakest part, of your enemy and crnsh it. Such tactics will
win every time, and a small army may thus destroy a lnrge one in detail, and
repeated victory will make it invincible."
His celerity of movement was a simple matter. He never broke down his
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men by too-long-continued marching. He rested the whole column very
often, but only for a few minutes at a time. I remember that he liked to see
the men lie clown flat on the ground to rest, and would say, "A man rests all
over when he lies clown."
NOTES ON THE BATTLE OF l\IcDOWELL.
!.-BY ROBERT C. SCHENCK, �IAJOR-GENERAL U, S. Y.

the 7th of l\Iay I left Franklin with about
O N2000
men to join and support General 1\Cilroy,

menaced with a.ttack hy Stonewall Jackson, near
l\IcDowell, itbout forty miles distant. During this
forced march my troops made the remarkable time
of 34 miles in :2:; hours. When I arrived, 011 t,he
moming of the 8th, 1 found l\lilroy, with his small
force i II the village at the foot of the mountain, de
fending himself against the enemy occupying the
heights above, shut in. in fact, in a sort of amphi
theater. The only easy e:;cape from the position
was down the narrow valley and small stream
back liy the roa,l hy which I had arrived. I, of
course, assume,] the command by right of seniority.
The only question was how best to extricate our
selves from this disadvantageous position in the
presence of a force of the enemy largely superior
in numhers. :.\Ty whole force, after my arriva I at
l\IcDowell aml junction with Milroy, was but about
4000 men.
General �Iilroy, always moved by undaunted and
impetnoni:;, though rather 11ncalculating, braverr,
would have rem:1iJ1ed to cbn.llenge ai1d await at
tack. Bnt, after �onferenee, it was agreed that
the better plan would lJO to send, that evening,
whate,·er portion of om' united force was avail
able for the attack up the side of the mountain to
assault the enemy all(] ,leliver a blo"-·, if we could,
and then retire from hii:; front before he ha,l

recovered from t.he surprise of such a movement.
I gave the order accordingly. No officer could
have carried it ont more effectiYely than dirl Gen
era,] l\Iilroy.
The movement was executed successfully. The
attacking force was composed of a good part of
.i\Iilroy's men and of those of my immediate com
mand who were least fatigued. The whole number
engaged was �GOO; of these we had just ten per
ce11t. killed and wounded. "\ve remained at l\Ic
Dowell, at the foot of the mountain, the point
from which om troops moved to the attack through
that night, buried our dead, sent off the wounded
all(] all stores, and withtll'ew in goo,l or,ler toward
Franklin in the early morning. Onr march back to
Frauklin, which occupied three ,lays, was orderly
arnl was not seriously moleste,l by Ashby's cav
alry or a11y force of the rebels in pursuit.
At F1·a11kli11 we kept Jackson with his whole
force a.t lmy with our still much i11ferior 1mmbers,
until General Fremont arrive,l there Oil the 13th
of l\Iny. \Yith the troops I hnd left hehiml at
Franklin, when I marched to the relief of 1'lilroy, I
had at no time before Fremont arrive,l to take com
ma ml more tlrn1r GGOO men. On the 8th of J\fay,
Fremont was at Petcrsbn!'g on his march from Lost
Creek to Franklin, and certainly nowhere within
less than 50 or GO miles of 1'IcDowell. That was
poor" supporting distance."

II.- EXTRACTS FRO,! THE REPORT OF GENERAL R. H. MILROY.

'· l\IAY 7th l was first ad,;secl by my scouts and
spies that a junction had been effected between
the armies of Generals [Stonewall] Jackson and
[Edward) Johuson, and thattbey were advancing to
attack me at l\IcDowell. Having the day previous
sent out a large portion of the 3d West Virginia
and 3:2d and 7!'5th Ohio Regiments to Shaw's
Ridge and upon Sbena11doah l\lountain for the pur
pose of protectiug my foraging and reconnoitering
parties, I immediately ordered my whole command
to concentrate at McDowell, and, expecting reen
forcements, prepared for defense there.
Upon the next morning (the 8th instant) the enemy
was seeu npon the Bull Pastnre 1'Io11ntain, about
one and three-fourths miks dfataut from 1'lcDow
ell, on ;my right a111l front. l commenced shelling
them and sent out parties of skirmishers to e11deavor to ascertain their nurnbers. At about 10
A. 111. yonl' hriga.de arriverl. Desultory firing of a
section of Hyman's battery and occasional skir
mishing engage(l the attention of the enemy dur
ing the morning. . . . Tn the afternoon, at about
3 o'clock, being informed by Captain George R.

Latham, of the �d West Virginia Volunteer Infau
try, who, with bis company. was engagerl in skir
mishing. that the rebels were endeavoring to plant
a bnttery upon the mountain, which would com
mand our whole encampment, with your permission
I made a reconuoissance for the purpose of outain
iug accmate information of their strength and
position . . . . Under my order the 25th Ohio and
75th Ohio Regiments (the former under the com
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel ·w. P. Richardson,
:rncl the latter under the comman,l of Colonel N. C.
J\IcLean and l\lajor Robert Reily) a,h-anced in the
most gallant manner np the face of the hill and at
tacked the enemy in their front. Numbering less
than one thousand men, 1mp1·otected by any natural
OJ' a1·tificial shelter, they advanced up a precipitous
mountain-side upon a.n adYersary p1·otected by in
trenchments and the natural formation of the moun
tain, and unsupported drove them (being at least
twice their numerical strength) over the crest of the
mountain, and for one and a half hours maintained
unaicleil, while exposed to a deadly fire, the position
from which they had so bravely driven the foe.''
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The composition, losses, and strength of each army as here stated gi,e the gist of all the data obtainable iu tl!A Official
Reconls. K stands for kille,l: w for woumletl; m w for mortally wuumleu; rn for captured or missing; c fur captureu.

THE UNION ARi\IY.
FORCES AT KERXSTOWX, ::IIARCH 23D, 1862.
Brigadier-General James Shields (W), Colonel Nathan Kimball. Staff loss: w, 1.
First Brigade, Col. Nathan Kimball(also eommaude<l John Keys; Jmlpt. Co's, l\Icl., Captains Henry A. Cole,
the di,ision on the field of battle/: 14th Ind., Lient.-Col. William Firey, and Jolin Horner; 1st W. Va. (Battalion),
William Harrow; 8th Ohio, Col. Samuei S. Carroll : 67th ;\laj. B. F. Chamberlain; 1st Ohio (Co's A and C), Capt.
Ohio, Lient.-Col. .A.l,in C. Voris; 84th Pa., Col. William ?lathan D. ::lleuken; 1st :i.\Iich. (Battalion), Licnt.-Col.
G. Murray tk). Drigadc loss: k, 45; w, 200; rn, 1 = 246. Joseph T. Copel:rncl. Canilry loss: k, il; w, 6=9. Ar
Sceo1ul Brigade, Col. Jeremiah C. Snllirnn: 39th Ill., li77cry, Lieut.-Col. l'hilip Daum: A.""· Ya., Capt. John
Col. Thomas 0. OslJorn; tilth Incl., Lieut.-Col. TI.obert S. .Tenks; B, \\". Yn.; TJ, 1st Ohio, Capt. .James F. H1mt.ing
Foster; 5th Ohio, Lient.-Col. .John JJ. Patrick; 62d Ohio. ton; L, 1st Ohio, Capt. Lucius N. Robinson; E, 4th U. 8.,
Col. Francis D. Pond. Brigade loss: k, 23; w, 69= 92. Capt. Joseph C. Clark, Jr. .Artillery loss: k. 4; w, 2= 6.
Third Bl'igade, Col. Erastus B. Tyler: 7th Tuel., Lieut.Total loss (::\larch 22d an<l 23,1): kille<l, 118; wounde<l,
Col. John F. Cheek; 7th Ohio, Licut.-Col. ""illinm R. 450; missing, 22 =590.
Creighton; 29th Ohio, Col. Lewis P. Buckley; 110th Pn..
General Shields reports("Official Record�," :XJJ., Pt.
Col. "'illiam D. Lewis, Jr.; 1st\\". Ya., Col. Joseph Tho- I., p. 342): "Our force in infantry, cnYnlr:,, a1Hl artillery
lmrn. Brigade loss: k, 43; w, 171; m, 21 =233. Ca miry, <lid not excee<l 7000. . . . We hacl 6000 infantry, a
Col. Thornton F. Erodhe::nl: tst Squa(lron Pa .. Capt. c:walry foree of 750, and 24 pieces of artill<:lry."
FORCES AT )ICDOWELL, YA., ::.IIAY 8TII, 18G2.
Brigadier-General Hohert C. Schenck.
JJilroy's Brigrule, Brig.-Gen. Robert II. )Iilroy: 25th Conn. Ca, .. ::llaj. Judson l\I. Lyon; K, 1st Ohio Art'y,
Ohio, Lient.-Col. W. P. Riehanlson; S2tl Ohio, Lieut.- Capt. William L. De Beck. Brigade loss (82d Ohio): k,
Col. EbenezerH. Swinne�·; 73d Ohio, Col. O1·larnl Smith; 6; w, 50; m, 1 =57.
Total loss: killed, 26; woun<lcd, 227; missing, 3 = 256.
75th Ohio, Col. Nathaniel C. ::IleLean; 2<1 W. Ya.. Col.
General Schenck says(" Official R<>corcls," :XJL. l't. I.,
John IY. i\Ioss; 3tl n•. \"a.. Lieut.-Col. Francis 11·. Thompson; J, lP,t Ohio Art'y, Capt. Henry F. Hyman; 12th pp. 462, 463), that he" lJrought into the fi,·ld mi aggre
Ohio Datt'y, Capt. Aaron C. Jolmson; !Rt W. \'a. Ca,. gate of only 1300 infantry. l)esitles DP Beek's battery
(3 co'�), l\Iaj. John 8. Krepps. Brig-acle loss: k, 20: w, 177; . . . :mcl a bout 230 of the 1st Entinlion C'onneetlcut
m, 2 = 199. Scl1e11e/.''s Brigade, Brig.-Gen. R. C. Schenck: Ca,alry." . . . "Adding to the 1768 of ::IIilroy's bri55th Ohio, Col. John C. Lee; 82d Ohio, Col. James gade alJout 500 of the 82cl Ohio, which was the unmber in
Cantwell; 5th W. Va., Col.John L. Zeigler; 1st Battalion action, the entire force we had engaged was 2268."
BA?--7'::S'S cmDIAi,D, )IAY 23n-25TH, 1SG2.
:i.\Iajor-General Nathaniel P. Bunks.
Charles II. Tompkins; 5th N. Y., Col. Othneil De Forest;
Brig.-Geu. Alpheus S. 11'illiams.
PirstBrigmle. Col. Dudley Donnelly: 5th Conn., Lieut.- 1st :i.ll<l. (5 co's), Lieut.-Col. Charles Wetschky. Bri
Col. George D. Chapman; 28th N. Y., Lient.-Col. Eclwi11 gade loss: k, 5; w, 25; m, 294 =324.
F. Brown; 46th Pa., C'ol. ,Joseph F. Knipe; lst::l[(l .. Col.
UXATT.\CIIED: 10th :i.\Ie., Col. Geo. L. Beal; 8th N. Y.
John R. Kenly (Wand c). Brigade los;,: k, 17; w. 98; Ca,. (5 eo's, <lismounted), Lieut.-Col. Charles R. Rah
m. 735=S.;o. Thil-d JJ/'ig,ule, Col. George H. Gonlon: 2<1 hitt; Pa. Zoua,cA d'Afrique, Capt. Charles H. T. Collis;
l\Iass., Licnt.-Col. George L. Andrew><; 29th Pn., Col. E, Pa. Art'y (section), Lieut. Charle A A. Atwell. Unat
John K. lllnrphy (<'), Capt. S:rnmel ;11. Znlieh; 27th Im!., tachf'<l loss: k, 6; w, 17: m, 131 =154.
The total loss of Banks's troops at Front Hoynl, l\Iid
Col. Silas Colgron; 3cl Wi� .• Col. ThomaR IL Rngel'.
Briga<le loss: k, 22; w, RO; m, 507=60n. Carnll'y: 1st 11letown, ::S-ewtowu, Winchester, etc., from l\lay 23<1 to
l\Iich. {3 eo's), Col. Tbornto11 F. llro<lhea,l, ::lfnj. Ang-elo 23th, is reported as G2 kille<l, 243 wounded, and 1714 cap
Paldi. Loss: k, 10; w, o; m. 3.'i=54. A.l'lillcl'y. Capt. tnrC'cl or miRsing= 2019. Dut Jackson dairns (" Official
Robert B. Hampton: ::II, !Rt ::S-. Y., Lient. .TamesH. Pen- P.econls," Yol. XII.. Pt. I., p. 708) that the whole number
body: F, Pa., Lieut. J. Presley Flf'ming; F. 4th U. s.. of 1n·isouers capturer! hy his eomman<l was about 3050,
Lieut. Franklin B. Croshy. Artillery loss: k, 2; w, H; in!'ln<ling- abont 750 sick m1<l wouuclP<l in the hospitals at
Ill, 12=28.
WinehC'ster and Strasburg. The effecti,e strength of
CAVALRY BRIGADE, Brig.-Gen. John P. IIat eh: 1st l\Ie.
P.anl,s's command was rerJorted, April 30th, at 0178, and
(5 co's), Lieut.-Col. Cal,in S. Douty; 1st Yt.. Col. .T:mf' 16th (after the hattle) at 7113.
FIRST DIHSIOX,

FORCES A'!' HARPER'S FERRY, l\IAY 26TH-30TH, 1862.
Brigadier-General Rufus Saxton.
Brigade Commandcl's: Brig.-Gens. James Cooper and J. Stainrook; 111th Pa., Col. l\Iatthew Schlaudeeker; 3d
John P.Sloud1, nn<l Col. Dixon S. l\Iilcs.
Del..Col. William 0. Rerlden; l�t l\Icl., P. H. B.. Col.
Tl'oops: Cole's l\I<l. Ca,., Capt. Henry A. Cole; 1st William P. l\Ianlsby; Purnell Legio11, l\I<l.. Cnl. Willinm
l\I<l. Cn,, \6 co'R), l\Inj. James l\I. Deems; 5th N. Y. J. Leonard; 3d :;\Id., Col. DaYid P. De Witt: 1st D. C..
Ca,. (4 eo's), l\Iaj. George II. Gardner; sth N. Y. Cav. Col. James A. Tait; 8th mHl 12th U.S.(battalion), Capt.
(4 eo's, <lismonnte<l), ;l[aj. William L. l\Iarkell; K, 1st Thomas G. Pi teller; Na,nl Battery, Lieut. C.H. Daniels.
N. Y. Art'y, Capt. Lorenzo Cromrne; L, 1st N. Y. Art'y,
The loss i 11 Saxton'A eommnnd was 1 killed, 6 wonncle<l,
Capt. ,Tolin A. Reynol<ls; 60th N. Y., Col. William B. au<l s enptured or missing=15. The forces con;,isted
Goodrich: 78th N. Y., Col. Daniel Ullmann; 102d N. Y., "of not more than 7000 effective men." (See "Oflkial
Lient.-Col. Willialll B. Haywood; 109th Pa., Col. Henry Records," Yo!. XII., Pt. I., p. 641.)
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FREl\IONT'S CO.I.Il\IAND, JUNE lsT-!JTH,

l\lnjor-General Jolln C. Fremont. Staff loss: k, 1.
BLE:-iKER'S DffISIO:>, Brig.-Gen. L. Dlenl,er. Staff loss: CaY. (detacllwent), :\Jaj. John s. Krepps; G, w. Ya.
Art'y, Captain Cllatllmn T. Ewing; I, 1st Ohio Art'y,
w, 2.
First Brigade, Brig.-Gen. Jnlins Stallel: 8th X. Y., Col. Capt. Henry F. Hyman; 12tll Ollio Battery,Capt. Aaron
Francis Wntscllel (W); 39tll X. Y.; 41st N. Y., C'ol. C.•Tolmsun. Brigacle loss: k, 23; w, 122: m, 14=159.
Lcopol,l Yllll Gils,1 (W), l\faj. Detlcu YOll Einskl1el; 4511l
SCIIENCK'S BRW.\DE, Brig.-Geu. Rohert C. Scllenck: 32d
N. Y., Col. George Yon Amslwrg; 27tll ra., Col. Ado!- Ollio, Lient.-Col. Ehenezer II. Swinney; 55tll Ollio, Col.
pllnK DnRelllieek; 2<1 X. Y. P.attery, C:111t. Louis S,·hir- .Jolln C. Lee; 73<1 Ollio, Col. Orland Smitll; 75t.ll Ohio,
mer. Lient. Hermann Jahn: C, W. \'a. Art')-, Capt. Col. Xatll:miel C. :\IeLean; 82d Ollio, Col. James CantFrnnl;: nnell. Bri."':ule loss: k, GS; w, 240; rn. no=39S. well; 1st Batt.alion Conn.Ca,-., Cnpt. Lonis N. :\JidclieSeco11d E1·igade,Col. John A. Koltcs: 2Dtll X. Y., Lieut.l>ruol,; K, 1st Ohio Art'y. Capt. Wj]limn L. De Beck;
Col. Clemens Soest; GStll N. Y.: 7311 Pa,. Lit·nt.-Col. Ind. Battery, Ca]Jt. Silas F. Rigby. Brigacle loss: k, 4;
Gust. A. l\lnllleck; 13tll X. Y. nattPry, Cnpt. JnlillA ,,. 7; m, 4=15.
Dieelmimm. Briga,le ]ORS: w. 1; lll, 8 = D. Third Briy rule.
BAYARD'S BRIGADE (detaclle1l from l\IcDowell's com
Brig-.-Gen. Henry Enlllen: 54tll N. Y.. Col. Eugene A. m:mcl), Drig.-Gen. neorge D. Bayard: 1st :X. J.Cm-.. Col.
Kozl:1y; 58tll X. Y.. Col. Wladimir KrzyzanowRfri; 74tll Percy Wyndllalll le), Lieut.-Cul. .Tosepll Karge; tst Pa.
Pa., Lieat.-Col. Jolln llamm; 75th ra.. Lieut.-Col. Fran- Cm·.,Col. Owen .Tones; 13th ra.. I:Pser,es or 1st Rifles
cis :\fabler; I, 1st X. Y. Art'y,Capt. :\Jicllael ,n .. 11I-iell. (hatt.nlion), LiPnt.-Col. Tllonrns L. Kane (wand 1•), Capt.
Briga,lc loss: k, 13; w. 52; m, 8= 73. CaNtlry: 4tll N. llngll l\kDnnal<l : 2,1 :Ile. Battery, Capt. James A. Hall.
Y.. Col.Christi:m F. Dickel.
Brigmle loss: k, 1; w, 7= s.
U:>ATT.\CIIED CAY.\LRY: 6tll Ohio, Col. William R.
Tile total lo.,s of Fre1uo11t's forces at Cross Keys (as
Lloy,1: 3d W. Ya. 1,letacllment),Capt. Enrton J.C011ger. abow. ginn in detail) was lH killed, 443 wouncled, and
.ADY.\NCE BRIGADE,Col.G11sta,c I'. Clnseret: GOth Ohio,
127 eaptnred or mi.ssing= 684. ln tile affairs at :llonnt
Col. William H. Trimhle; Stll W. Ya., LiP.ut.-Col. Lncien Carmel,Stmsl.lnrg. Woo,lbtock,l\Ionnt Jackson, ancl Har
LoeRPr. Brigmle loss: k, 4 ; w. 12: m, 3= rn.
risonlmrg, etc.. ,l nne Ist-7tll, the loss aggregated 11
�IILROY's BRIG.\DB, Brig.-Gen. Rohert H. ,Iilroy: 2d
kille,1, 52 wonmlecl, and 39 cn.pturecl or missing=102.
W. Yn., ;\In,i. J:1rues D. Owens: 3,1 \\'. Ya., Li,•nt.- C ol.
GPneralFr(,montreports("OlfkiulReconls,"Yol.XlJ.,
Francis W. Thompson; 5tll W. Ya., Col. Jolln L. Zeigl<·r; Pt. l .. p. 19) th,1t "10,500 men is a liberal estimate of
25th Ollio, Lient.-Col. "-illiam P. J:icbardson; 1st W. Yn. forc-e in hand arnl for clnty" witll llis command, Jnne 8th.
SHIELDS'S DIYISION, JUNE 8TH-!JTH,

1863.

Briga11ier-Genl'ral ,Tames Slliel!ls. Staff los.s: w, 1.
First Brigade, Brig.-G<>n. Xatban Kimball: Htll Incl., II. Uohinson; 1st R J.(battnlion),:\Iaj. Dm·id IL Xe Ison;
Col. William Harrow; 4tll Ollio, Col. .Tolln S. :Ilason; 8th 1st W. Va. (tletacllrnent), lllaj. BPnjarnin F.Chmnherlain.
The Joss of tile Thir,1 mu! Fonrth BrigacleR, tllrce bat
Ollio, Lient.-Col. Franklin Sawyer; 7th \Y. Ya., Col.
James E,-ans. Scermd B1·iyade, nrig.-Gen. Onis S. teries of artillery, aml a ,letachment of c:n-alr_y, wllicll
Ferry: 39th Ill., Col. Thomas 0. Osho1·11; 1:Jth I n<l .. Lient. WPl'f' tile only troops of this division engaged at arnl near
Col. Robert S. FoRter; G2'1 Ohio, Col. Francis B. Poml; Port Hepnhlit". .lnm• Stll aml Dtll, ag-g-reg-ntPtl G7 ldllnl, 393
G7th Ohio, Lient.-Col, Al,in C. \'m'i8. Thi1·d J:l'igar/1•, wunmle,l, nrnl 538 1·a]ltnre1l 01· missing-� 1018. The Union
Brig.-Gcn. Ernstn� n. T:,ler: 5tll Ohio, C�•l. f-:11unel II. loss <lnring the entire eampnigu npproxirnatP1l 2G4 l,illecl.
Dnnning; 7th Ohio, Li1·11t.-Col. William R. <:rl'ighton; 114G w111uulc1l, arnl 3199 ,·n.ptnre,l or missing= 4609. In his
29tll Ollin.Col. Lewi., I'. Bnekle�·: GGth Ollio,Col.Charles ollieinl rPport. (" Otll<'ial Recor,Js," Yol. XII.,I't. 1 .. Jl. 6S8)
Cami)-. Brigade los,s: l,, 51; w, 2:H: m,431 =716. Fo111"l!t G,•.JH'ral Rlliel,ls giYcs his eff<·,·ti"' fore" in tile engage
Bl'i,qartc, Col. Sam11PI S. Ctll'l'Oll: 7th Incl.. C:il. J:mws m,·nt of J. nnc9th as not. excP<>tling 2500 men. General
Gavin: S!th Pa., :llnj. Walter narrPtt: 110th ra .. Col. Tyler, wllo lla,1 immNliate comnwrnl of the trnops in ae
\Yillimu D. Lewis; 1Ht \Y. Ya.. Col. ,Tosepll Thohnm. Bri tion, says(" Official RPconlR," ,·01. XJJ., Pt. l., J>. 697) his
gacle loss: l,. 12 ; w, 14ii; m, 113 = 270. Al'liilery, Cul. for,·e ,-,mlrl not have ('.xce<>clf'll ;J000 lllf',ll, The Htl'Pllgtll of
Pllilip Daum : II, 1st Ollio,Capt.•Tames .F. Huntington; Sbiel1ls's entire ,li ,-ision, 011 l\Iny 30th, iH re]lorted at
L, 1st Ohio,Capt. Lncins X. Hobinson; A. 1Rt Va., Capt. 10;100 men (" Ofli,·ial Heeor,ls," Yol. xn., Pt. lll., Jl.290).
John Jenl,s: n, 1st Ya., Lieut. Jolln Y. Keeper; E, 4th Ac,·ording to tile Ramo antllority Ord'R division, of l\Ic
U. s .. Capt. Jose]lllC.Clnrlr. Artillc,·_y loss: K, 4; w,13; Dowell's commarnl,whicll rcmninecl at Frnnt Royal clnr
m, 14=31. Caisrtll'y: 1st Ollio (cletacllment), Capt. •Jolln ingShielcls's :ulvance np tile Lnra.yYalley,nnmherecl 9000.

THE CONFEDER..AT}� ARi\IY.
FORCES AT KER NSTOWX, l\IARCH

33D, l8G3.

l\Injor-Gencrnl ThomaR .J. Jackson.
Garnett's Brigade, Rrig:.-Gen. RB.Garrn·tt: 211 Ya.,Col. Alex. G. Taliaferro: 37tll Ya., Lieut.-Col. TI. P. Carson;
J. W. Allen: 4tll \'n., Lient.-Col. Charles A. Runal!l, l\Iaj. ,·a. Battery (Danville Art'y), Lieut. A. C. L:mier. Bri
A.G. Penclle.ton: 5t.h Yn... Col. William JI. Ilnrman: 27tll gade los8: k, 15: w, 76: m, 71=1G2. C'arnlry, 7th Ya.,
Va., Col. John Eehnls (\\'), Lic>nt.-Col. A. . T. GrigKh,,·: 33<1 Col. Turner Ashby: ,·a. Bntt.ery, Capt. TI. P. Cllcw.
\'a.,Col. ArtllnrC.CmnmingR; Ya . Battery (R,;ekhri!lge Cavalry loss: k, 1; w. 17 =18.
Art'y), Capt. William :lfrLnnglllin: Va. BattP.ry (West
Totnl loss (l\larcli 22d and 23111: kille,1, SO: wonncled,
Angusta Art'y), Capt..Tames II. "'aters: Va. Batt<'ry, 375 � nliRRing-, 203 = 718.
Capt.. Joseph CarpcntPr. Briga<le loss: k. 40; w. 168:
GPnPrnl Jaelrsnn. in hi.s report (" Official Records,"
m, 153 =3Gl. Burl.s's nrignde,Col. .TesKe R. Dnrks: 21st XII .. T't. I.. p. 383),says: '' Onr nmnber preRe11t on the
Va., Lient.-Col. Jolin 111. Patton, Jr.: 42rl Va... Li<'nt..-Col. ewning of tile bn.ttle waR, of infantry, 30S7, of wbicll
D. A. L:rnglrnrne; 1st Yn. (Irish) Battalion, Capt.. D. R. 2742 were Pnga., gerl; 27 pieces of artillery, of wliich 18
Bri,lgfor,l: Va. Ratt<'ry, Lient. Jnmps rleasants. Bri were enga_"'P,I. Owing to rrccnt heavy eavalryclnty and
gade loss: k, 24; w, 114; m, 39=1G7. P11lkersrm's Bri th<' extent of conn try to be protected, only 290 of tllis
arm were J)resent to take 1mrt in tile engagement."
gade, Col. Samuel V. Fulkerson: 23d Va., Lient.-Col.

THE OPPOSING FORCES IN THE VALLEY CAMPAIGNS.
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FORCES AT MCDOWELL, VA., l\IAY 8TH, 18G3.
l\Iajor-Gencral Thomas J. Jackson.
AR:IIY OF THE VALLEY: Second B1·iylule, Col.
Pil'st B1·iuadc, Col. Z. T. Conner: 12th Ga., l\Iaj. Wi1lis
John A. Campoell: 21st \'a., Lieut.-Col. R. H. Cunning A. Hawldus; 25th Va., Cul. George II. Smith (w); 31st
ham; ±2d Va., Maj. Hem·y Lane; 48th Va., :IIaj. James Va .. Lieut.-Col. Alfred H. Jackson, Col. John S. HoJhnan.
C. Campbell (w/, Lieut. Samuel Hale; 1st Va. (Irish) Bat llri!!;aflo lo .,�: k, ±3; w, 223 =266. Second B1·igarlc, Col.
talion, Capt. B. W. Leigh. Brigade loss: w, 9. Thil'd W. C. Scott: 4±th Va., ,;\laj. :NorYcll Cobb; 52<1 Ya., Col.
Bl'igade, Brig.-Geu. WilliamB. Taliaferro: 10th \"a., Col. j\fichael G. IIarman; 58th \"a., Licnt.-Col. F. H. Boaru.
S. B. Gibbons (k), Lieut.-Col. E.T. II. \Yarren: 23(1 \'a., Brigade lo,-;s: k, 20; w, 102 = 122.
Col. .A..G. Taliaferro; 37th Va., Col. Samuel\'. Fulkerson.
Total loss: killefl, 75; wouudefl, ±2± =499.
Brigade loss: k, 12; w, SD=101.
Tile strength of the Confederate forces is not officially
ARMY OF THE NORTH-WEST, Brig.-Geu. E(lwanl stated. Colonel Allan (" Campaign in the Valley of
Johnson (WJ, in command on the field. Staff loss: w, 1. Virginia, 18Gl-G2," p. 781 estimates it at alJout 6000.
FORCES IN THE OPERATIONS OF MAY 20'1.'H-JUNE 10TH, 18G3.
l\Iajor-General Thomas .J. Jaclrnon.
JACKSOX'S DIVISlflX. Fil·st B1·igade, Brig.-Gcn.Charles 15th Ala., Col. James Cantey; 16th l\Iis.s., Col. Carnot
S. \Yinder.: 2d Va., Col. J. W. Allen; ±th Va., Col. Charles Posey (WI. Brigade loss: Wiurhester, k, 22; w, 75 =
.A. Ronald; 5th Va., Col. W. S. H. Baylor, Lie.ut.-Col. J. D7. C!'OSK Keys, k, 23; w, lOD; Ill, G= 138, Eighth Briurule,
H. S. Funk: 27th Va., Col . .A. J. Grigsby; 33d Va., Col. Bl'ig.-Gcu. Richar11 Taylor: 6th La., Col. Isaac G.
John F. Neff. Brigade loss: Wiuchestet·, !;:, 10; w, 27= f':Pymour; 7tl.t La., Col. II. T. Hays (W), l\Iaj. D:nid B.
37. Port ne1mhlie, k, 13; w, 15±; m, 32=1DD. Second Penn; 8th La., Col. II. B. Kelly; 9th La.. Col. Leroy A.
Bl'igadc, Col. J. A. Campliell (W), Col. John M. Patton: Stafford; L:i. Battalion, l\Iaj. C. lt. Wheat. Brigade
21st Va., Col. John llI. :Patton, LiPut.-Col. R. II. Cun loss: Front Hoyal and Winchester, k, 21; w, lOD; m.
ningham; ±2d Ya., Maj. liemT Laue (W), Capt. John 3 = 133. Cross Keys, k, 1; w, 8 = 9. Port Republic, k, 33;
E. Penn, Lieut.-Col. William :lfartiu; ±8th Va., Ca]ltaiu w, 230; m, D =298. Jim·ylw,d Linc (attached to Second
Samuel Hale (w), l\Iaj. J. B. l\losell•y, Licut.-Col.Thomas Drigwlc Jnnc 6th), Brig.-Gen. L�eor_ge 11. Steuart (as
S. Garnett; 1st Va. (lrisl.t) Battaliun, Capt. n. W. L<'igh, >'it!;Hecl to rommand of the ca,alry ll[ay 2±th): 1st In
i\Iaj. John Seddon. Brigade los.�: Winchester, k, 2; w, fantry, Col. Bradley T. Johnson; Co. A, Ca,., Capt.
14=1G. Cross Keys aml Port Republic, k, 4; w, 16=20. I:itlgely Drown; Baltimorc Battery, Capt. J.B. Broclren
Thil'd Bl'iyade, Col. Samuel \'. Fulkerson, Brig.-Uen. hr01tgh. ArfillCl'!f: \'a. Battery, Lieut. J. W. Latimer,
William R. Taliaferro: 10th \'a., Col. E. T. H. Warrrn: Captain A. R. Com·tncJ·; Ya. Batter�·. Capt. John A.JU.
23d Va., Col. A. G. Taliaferro, Lieut.-Col. George W. Lusk; \'a, Battery, Capt. Charles I. Raine: Va. Bat
Curtis; 37tlt Va., Maj. T. Y. Williams, C'ol. S:mmPl V. tery. Ca]lt. William H. Rice. Artillery loss: Cross
Fnllrnrsou. Brigade loHs: Wincl.tcstf•r, k, 2; w, 3±=36. KPyS, ];:, 8: W, 20; Ill, 8=36.
CAY-tLRY, Col. Thomas S. Flournoy, Brig.-Geu. Grorge
Port Republic, w, 3. Al'tillcn;. Col. :C:. Crntrl.ttield (chief
of artillery of Jaeksou's entire comrnallll): Va Battery, H. StPnart, Brig.-Gen. Tm·uer Ashll., (k), Col. Thomas
Capt. Joseph Carpenter; Va. Battery, Capt. William H. 'I'. )Iunfol'll: 2d Va., Lieut-Col. James W. ""atts; Col.
Caskie.; Va. Battery (join<'tl at Port Republic), Capt. Thomas '1'. :llnnfor1l; 6th Va.. Col. Tl.tomas S. Flournoy;
James l\IcD. Carrington; Va. Battery, Capt. W. E. C'nt 7th Yn., Col. 'l'umcr Ashhy (promoted Brig.-Gell. l\Iay
shaw (w), Lieut. John C. Carpenter: Va. Battery, Capt. 23d) ; Va. DnttPry, Capt. R. P. Cl1ew. Ca,alry loss:
William T. Poague: Va. Batter,\', Capt. George. W. Wood Frnnt Roynl am1 Winchester (partial report), k, 11; w.
ing. Artillery loss: Winchester, Ir, 3: w, 21 =2±. Port 15=26. (Other casnalti<'s in the f•a,alry during the
campaign arc not s1wf'ifil'ally stat(•fl,)
Republic, w, 9; m, 1 =10.
General .Ja.clrson reportP(l his losses at Front P.oyal,
EWELL'S DIYISIOX, l\Iajor-General Richan1 s. Ewell.
Second Briuurlc, Col. W. C'. Scott, Brig.-Grn. George II. WinchestPr, etc., from l\ray 23d to 31st, as GS killed, 329
Steuart (W), Col. W. C. Scott: 1Rt :\Id. (assignrd to wound,0 ,1, and 3 missing= ±00. At Cross Keys aml Port
brigade, Jnne Gth), Col. Bra,lley T. Johnson; Hth '.'a., Republic tlte casualties wcr<' 130 killed, 051 wounded, and
Col. W. C. Scott; 52d Va., Lient.-Col. James H. Skin11er; GO missing= 1150. As nearly as e'.l,n he ascertained from
58th Va., Col. Samuel H. Letrher. Brig:Hl,•. loss: Cross the·' Offidal Rerords,"the loss in the campaign was 230
Keys, k, 7; w, 65= 72. Port l�epubliP, k, 30; w, IGD=mo. killeel, 1373 wonnclc(l, and 232 captured or missing = 1878.
The strPngth of JaekAon's commaml iA uowhere. au
Fo111'1h Bl'ig,1de, Brig.-Grn. Arnohl Elzey (w), Col. J. A.
Walker : 13th Va., Col. J . .A.. Walker; 31st Va., Col. ,lolm thoritatin,ly stated. Colonel \Yilliam Allan says in
S. Hoffman: 25th ,•a., Lieut.-Col. Patrick D. Dnffy; 12th his'' Jaelrnon's \'alley Campaign," p. 1±6: "Jackson had
Ga., Col. Z. T. Conner. Brigade loss: Cross KPys, k, mo,ed agaiust BanlL�. on :IIay lDth. with a total cffcc
5; w, 62= 67. Port Republic, k, 15: w, so; m, 4= 99. tiYe force of 16,000 or 17,000 men. . . . His effectiYe
Seventh Bl'ir1wlc, Brig.-Gen. Isaac R. Trimble: 21st N. force [at Cross Keys] could not lrnve exceeded 13,000,
C., Col. W. W. Kirkland (w); 21st Ga., Col. J. 'f. l\Iercer; even if it reached that amount."

FIGHTING JACKSON AT KERNSTOWN.
BY NATHAN KIIIIBALL, BREVET l\IAJOU-GE�ERAL, U. 8. V.

EARLY in 1862 the division of the Union army afterward commanded by
General James Shields was reorganized by General Frederick ,V. Lander,
under whose lead it bad taken part in the hardships of a winter campaign
through the mountains and in the valleys of the upper Potomac. On the 1st
of l\.'Iarch orders were received directing General Lander to move bis division
from ,Vest Virginia into the valley of the Shenandoah, to unite with the
di visions under General Banks in the operations ah'eady begun against
"Stonewall" Jackson. J But the braYe Lander was not again to lead us.
When the order came, it found him overcome by exposures and hardships,
and on the 2d of l\Inrch he died, at the camp of the division, on the Great
Cacapon River. The division began the movement under this order on the
5th, and on the 7th, while we were on the way, General Shields arrived from
Washington and assumed command.
General Banks had ab·eady crossed the Potomac with bis divisions, and
with but little opposition had occupied Harper's Ferry, Charlestown, and
l\Iartinsburg, the enemy retiring toward ,Yinchester. t ,Vhen our division
arrived at l\Iartinsbnrg on the 10th, General C. S. Hamilton's had moved for
ward, and ,vas then advancing near ,Vinchester. Expecting that the enemy
,vould resist his farther advance, General Hamilton rnquested General Shields
to push forward to his support. General Shields, complying, sent forward,
on the evening of the 11th, his First Brigade (my own), which, after a night's
hard march, united, early on the morning of the 12th, with Hamilton's divis
ion, and advanced with it, and at 2 P. :.r. General Hamilton's troops occupied
the city and its defenses without serious opposition. Jackson, having aban
doned the place, retreated up the Yalley toward Strasburg. On the 13th,
General Shields arrived with his Second and Third Brigades (Sullivan's and
Tyler's), having left detachments to garrison Martinsburg, while other forces
of General Bnnks's command remained at Harper's Ferry and Charlestown.
General Hamilton, commanding the First Division, having received orders
assigning him to duty elsewhere, General Banks assigned General Alpbeus S.
,Villiarns to the command of that division.
Early 011 the morning of 1\Iarch 17th, Shields, under orders from General
Banks to make a reconnoissance, moved ont from ,Yincbester, following the
route taken by Jackson along the turnpike up the valley toward Staunton,
with flanking parties of cavalry upon the Front Royal and other parallel roads.
J For an account of Jackson's early operations in
the valley, see Vol. I., p. 111.
;t The object of this movement under Banks was
the protection of the reopening of the Baltimore
and Ohio Railroad west of Harper's Ferry. Tbe
region of the upper Potomac and the Shenandoah
Valley was at this Lime included in the department
under General McClellan's immediate control, com302

prising the field of operations of the Army of the
Potomac, that is, northern Virginia. Banks's com
mand was the Fifth Corps, Army of the Potomac,
and consisted of two clivisions, that of Hamilton,
afterward ·wmiams's, and Lander's, afterward
Shields's. During the Peninsular campaign, Banks
was given a separate command, the "Department
of the Shenandoah." - EDITORS.
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In the afternoon of the 17th, a force of the enemy with cavalry and artillery
was met at Fisher's Hill, near Strasburg, where brisk skirmishing was com
menced and continued until toward the close of the day, when Shields
ordered the advance of the Second Brigade, the enemy retreated, and Shields's
division encamped for the night in possession of the positions which had been
held by the enemy.
On the morning of the 18th, General Shields pushed forward- meeting
with but little resistance-as far as ,Voodstock; then, halting with his infan
try, he sent his cavalry forward, following
the enemy to 1\Iount Jackson, where, hav
ing crossed the Shenandoah, he had dis
appeared. General Shields here discontin
ued the pursuit, and, retnrning, encamped
again on the night of the 18th at Fisher's
Hill and Strasburg. On the morning of
the 19th, waiting until the arrival of his
cavalry,- at 10 o'clock,-he marched for
,Vinchester, where the command arrived
late in the evening without loss, and with
out being followed by the enemy.
General Shields reported to General
Banks that Jackson had fled with his
army from the valley, leaving only a small
force under Ashby for observation, and
that he had driven this force beyond the
·r,. :
Shenandoah at J\Iount Jackson.
-"'·. ._
General Banks, now satisfied that ,Jack
BRIGADIER-GENERAL FREDERICK W. LANUER.
son had abandoned the valley, or that his
FRO)! A PHOTOGRAPH.
force was too small and he too cautions
to return to attack, and in compliance with orders previously received,
removed all of his forces from Winchester (excepting Shields's division) east
of the Blue Ridge.
On the morning of the 22d, the last of his troops having moved, General
Banks departed for Washington, leaving the division of Shields, the only
force at and around ,Vinchester, as the guardians of the valley. The enemy
meantime had not · been idle, having been kept well informed, daily and
hourly,-by his friends and emissaries,-of every movement made by our
forces, and also of the number nnd positions of the troops remaining under
General Shields. Stonewa11 Jackson now returned, intent upon victory, the
recapture of ,Vinchester, and the possession of the beantifnl valley.
At 4 P. l\I., ·uarch 2�d, Jackson announced his appearance in our front by
the guns of Ashby's artillery. Ashby, advancing from the direction of Stras
burg, forced our outposts back upon their reserves, and attacked them with
his cavalry. At the sound of the first gun, General Shields hurried to the
front with reenforcements, returned the fire of the enemy with artillery and
musketry, and, advancing his line, compelled the enemy to retire. Upon start. .
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ing to the front Genel'al Shields had sent au officel' of his staff to me with orders
directing me "to move the residue of my bl'igacle with one battel'y to a point ou
the Strasburg tnl'npike, two miles south of the city, with the least practicable
delay." Complying at once my command was moved rapidly forward, and
within an hour reached the point indicated. Here I met the general, who was
being conveyed to his quarters in the city, having been severely wounded in the
recent engagement. After giving me information as to the fight and the posi
tion of the forces, be directed me to take command. Our li11e of infantry and
artillery was advanced in front of the toll-gate and in position to the right
and left of the turnpike, ,,ith cavalry upon the diverging roads and flanks.
No further movement on the part of the enemy took place, and night closing
in, too dark for an advance, my troops bivonackecl in line to await the devel
opments of the coming Sabbath. During the night General Shields sent me
instructions directing me to move forward at the earliest light with my bri
gade and battery, with one sqnadron of cavalry, along the turnpike, and drive
0l' capture the enemy, as the force in my front was nothing more than an
observation force of Ashby's cavalry.
At daylight, on tho :23cl, my command was moving; so was the enemy's.
Advancing with infantry from the hills in my front, he opened upon my line
a heavy fire of musketry and artillery, which was promptly returned, and soon
our forces were engaged in severe conflict. The enemy halting, I ordered my
line forward, giving and receiving heaxy Yolleys, the clash of our men com
pelling the enemy to give way. ,Vith loud cheers my soldiel's pushed forward,
and before 8 A. 1\I. we had the pleasure of taking possession of the positions
which the enemy had held ou the high l'idge oYerlooking the Yillage below,
his fornes 110w reh'eatiHg to their supports iu the wootls beyond. This engage
ment, though of short dur,ition, was the hegiuning of the battle at Kernstown.
Seeing that the force I had thus far opposed to me had been greatly reen
forced, I halted for rest, obserYation, and further developments 011 the part of
the enemy. Having informed the uommanding general of the l'esnlt of the
morning's work, I awaited further orders, which were soon received through
J\Iajor Armstrong v,ith directions to move forward at once. Colonel Sullivan,
with his brigade, was within supporting distanee, and the force in my front,
the general thought, was not strong enough to resi�t me. But the enemy had
by this time become active and was forming his line�, his force greatly
iHcreased by infantry. Calling l\iajor Armstrong's ntteution to the move
ments, strength, and position alread )· presented to view, I requested him to
return to the general and request him to send me reenforcements. I was
satisfied thnt not only was the force of Ashby present, bnt the entire army
of Stonewall Jackson, ,vith that genernl in col.llmaucl, in person. The position
I held was good for defense, and I determined to hold it. Sullivan corning
forward with his brigade and one battery, I placed them in position on a con
tinuation of the ridge on the left of the tnrnpike and of my brigade, thus
extending onr line in that direction.
The enemy had been active, and now relieved me from the execution of the
movement directed by the general, by undertaking a like movement against
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me. Moving forward with infantry and artillery against Sullivan on the left
and my own brigade on the right, he forced my sk:iJ.·mish line to retire until
under cover of our main line and batteries, and still ·acl•rnnced until my fire
compelled him to halt; then Carroll, Sa'i\7er, and Voris were ordered forward
from my lines, and their well-directed fire, with the storm of grape aud can
ister pom·ed from the well-managed guns of Clark's, Jenks's, and Robinson's
batteries, forced the enemy to retreat to his
former position. At 10 A. l\I., while I awaited
his fm-tber movements, General Shields sent
the following:
"CoLO::-..'"EL KDIBALL : Major Armsh'ong informs me
that the enemy at present occupies a position on an
eminence on the right flank, also another on the left
flank, leaving the center unsupported, which I take
to be the Strasburg turnpike. If this be the state
of the case, I would recommend to push a column of
cavalry, fom· pieces of artillery, and a body of infan
try along the turnpike to advance far enough to take
them in the rear when they commence to retreat. This
body, howeYer, must be preceded by actiYe skirmish
ing to avoid falling into a trap. When this colulllll
advances far enough, a simultaneous charge may be
made npon both batteries while tho center column cuts
off retreat. I leaYe the management of this to your
own discretion, not being able to be on the ground in
person. I cannot accmately de cribe what ought to
be clone. If the force before you be what I suppose
it is, the onl�· wa�' to do is to close around them hy
some such move as this, or some other equally de
cisive move as yon may deem practicable. l\Iy own
opinion is that there is no force before you but thai
we encountered the other day."

Convinced that the general did not com
BRIGADIER-GE�ERAL J.UIES �HIELDS,
prehend the situation, the strength of the
FHO:U A PHOTOGRAPH.
enemy, nor the positions held by the re
spectiYe forces, and satisfied that from his bed in the city fiye miles to the
rear he could not properly conduct the moYement which might be required
by the exigencies of the situation, I determined to remain on the defensiYe
and in the position now held by my line, from "·hich I had au unobstructed
view across the little valley and the enemy's lines to the front; the danger
was, our force being less than bis, that he might turn one or the other of our
flanks. Responding to my request, General Shields sent me the desired sup
port, \\'ith the following:
"CoLO�EL KDIBALL: - I have ordered the 13th Indiana, and 39th Illinois Infantry, and a
battery, and will follow them with cavalry and other infantry. I hope you will keep me ad vised
of the motions of the enemy by intelligent orderlies who can explain themseh-es when they come.
Tyler's brigade has been ordered within supporting distance and will communicate with you.
Our whole force is now in your hands. If there is a gTeater force of the enemy against you than
I supposed, increase the strength of the center column and take them in flank."
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Near 2 P. l\I. Jackson again moved forward to the attack with artillery and
infantry, while his cavalry threatened my left flank. His advancing column
came boldly forward, seemingly intent upon driving us from our position and
moving di rectly forward to Winchester. l\Iy gallant line of skirmishers
opened their fire upon the deploying column, but were forced back under
cover of onr main line, which once more poured its destructive fire from rifles
and batteries into the ranks of the gallant enemy, and again compelled him
to fall back to the point from which he had advanced. ..While making this
second attempt by direct attack, Jackson was moving troops to his left, with
the aim of passing beyond my right. Colonel Tyler corning to the front in
person just after this last repulse of the enemy, I pointed out the unpro
tected condition of my right and the open and unoccupied position beyond
it, and the movement of the enemy's forces in that direction, and directed
him to move his brigade as quickly as possible to secure the position. I also
ordered what cavalry I had to move to the right of Tyler's brigade and in sup
port of it. ,Vhen repulsed in the last attack, the enemy's troops retreated
from tho front of my right toward the point in the woods w·hero Jackson had
massed his forces for an attack against my extreme right, and to move around
that flank. Satisfied by this and other moYernents from the enemy's right of
his intentions, I prepared to meet him and end the contest. At 3::30 P. l\I. the
enemy commenced his rnoYement, announciug it by solid shot upon my line
from the hills behind which his forces were moving, and advanced across the
open field to,,·ard the point to which I had ordered Tyler's brigade. The
enemy's skirmishers, advancing, met Tyler's jnst as they ,,ere emerging from
the wood and checked their advance. Tyler soon deployed and, advancing,
forced this line back to their main line now under protection of a stone-wall,
when the enemy poured such fire from his muskets and batteries as to check
Tyler's farther adYance.
The enemy made frequent attempts to advance, but they were held by
Tyler's gallant men to theiT cover, and the battle now raged in all its fm·y,
neither line giving way. Jackson had withdrawn his brigades from his right,
leaving only a small force to guard that flank. To meet his masses, now
rnoviug to force Tyler back, regimeuts and batteries were drawn from our
left to strengthen our center. The time having come for the decisive rnove
rneut, my First Brigade, with the supports from the left, and Sullivan's, were
made ready. Directing Colonel Sullivan to follow the movements of forces
on our right, I ordered the line forward. ,Vith a quick move at right-half
wheel, the gallant fellows, under Harrow, Patrick, Foster, Murray, and Voris,
with loud cheers, dashed forward through the terrific storm of shot and shell
from the enemy's stone-wall and batteries; nor did they halt or falter nntil the
enemy was driven from his protection, and his advancing lines were checked.
Our line now had the wall so long held by Jackson. Bnt soon the sturdy foe,
reenforced, advanced again to retake the position; they were met by men as
gallant and as determined as themselves, and in answer to their wild "rebel
yell" loud cheers were given from our line as it dashed forward. With Tyler's
gallant brigade and our fearless little band of cavalry rounding his flank,
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the enemy was forced
back across the field
to the woods, where
he once more at
tempted to check
om· advancing lines.
With cheers from
right to left, our gal
lant soldiers pushed
forward, and as the
sun went down, the
stn bbornly yielding
foe, who had thrice
advanced to the attack, gave way, and
Jackson's army was
badly beaten - his
shattered briO'ades
b
in full retreat from
the field over which
they had so gallantly
fought.!
in
Nib0·ht closin°·
b
too dark for pursuit,
our weary soldiers
bivouacked in posi
tions from which
they had driven the
MAP OF THE BATTLE OF KERXSTOWN, VA., :\URCH 23, 1862.
enemy. Our troops Bnsed upou the maps in th,· " Otficifl l Records," Yol. XII.. l'nrt I., pp. 362-365. A
the first position of Ki111lrnll s null Snllivnn'R llriga,ks on the morning of
had fought without represents
J\Inrch 23tl. SnlliYan remained to hol<l the Union left, while Kimball moYed to the
food since the even- position at B, arnl finally to the main lmttle-field, F (CYening of 1\Iareh 23d), where he
joined Tyler, who had preYionsly been in position first at C, arnl then at D, whence
ing of the 22d, and he advanced to oppose Stonewall Jaekson in his flanking position at F, to which
it was after midnight Jaeksou had mnrclled lJy wood roads from his first position at E.- EDITORS.
before this want was supplied.� At earliest light on the morning of the
24th our troops were again on the march, in pursuit of the enemy,
whose rear-guard was oYertaken near l\Iidclletown. The enemy retreated
across Cedar Creek to his main force, nuder fire from our batteries. ,Vbile
here skirmishing with the enemy, I had made such disposition of our
0

! Colonel E. H. C. CaYins, of the 14th Indiana,
writing under date of July 0th, 1887, says of this
charge:
"The Coufcderatcs fell back in great disorder, and
we advanced in disorder just as great, over stonc-wa,lls
1111d over fences, through b1uckberry-bnshcs and under
growth. Over logs, throngh woods, over hills and fields,
the brigades, regiment�, and companiPs advanced, in one
promiscuous, mi:s:ccl, and uncontrollable mass. Officers
shouted themselves hoarse in trying to bring order out
of confusion, but all their efforts were unavailing along

the front line, or rather what ought to have been the
fl•ont line. Yet ma.ny of the brave \'irgiuians who had
so often followed their stauclanls to victory, lingered in
the rear of their retrc-atiug comrades. loading as thP.y
slowly retired, and rallying in sqnnds in c,ery ravine
and bcltind f'Very hill - or hiding singly among the
trees. They continued to make it very hot for onr men
in the ndvanf'e."
) The losses at Kernstown were: Union, 118
killed, 450 wounded, 22 missing= 500; Confeder
ate, 80 killed, 375 wounded, 263 missing= 718.
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troops as I believed would result in their rout and capture of their trains, by
moving up the creek ,,,ith a strong flanking detachment to the back or dirt
road from Winchester to Strasbm·g, while my other troops followed along the
turnpike upon which the enemy's trains were moving. I hoped thus to head
him off before he could reach Fisher's Hill beyond Strasburg. l\lajor-General
Banks, ai'l'iving as this movement was being commenced, assumed command.
He deemed it prudent to await reenforcements, and our army remained in
camp at l\Iiddletown and Cedar Creek that night, while the enemy escaped to
Fisher's Hi11.
Having been reenforced by the return of Williams's division, the army
under General Banks moved forward on the morning of the 25th, and after
light skirmishing occupied Strasbm·g and Fisher's Hill, the enemy continuing
his retr,,at toward Woodstock and l\Iount Jackson. Our army remained in
camp at Strasburg and Fisher's Hill, awaiting supplies, until April 1st.
On the morning of April 1st our forces moved for1'ard, with three days'
rations, but without tents or baggage, to \Yoodstock, the enemy having con
tinued his retreat to �fount Jackson. Receiving additional supplies, we moved
forward from oodstoek on the 8th, meeting and skirmishing with the enemy
daily. On the L3th om· army arrived near l\Ionnt Jackson, finding the enemy
in force, and after a bri;c;k engagement compelling him to fall back and his
main force to cross the Shenandoah at l\Iount Jackson, beyond which he took
pqsition at Rucle's Hill, coveriug the village and the crossings of the riYer.
General Banks, on the morning of the 17th, directed a forward movement
to force a passage aeross the river. The river was much swollen by rains,
rendering it impossible to ford. There being but one bridge, it became
the center of contest, the enemy having failed to destroy it, although he
had set fire to it. A splendid clash by a detachment of om· cavalry tln·ongh
the bridge drove the enemy away and extinguished the flames. 'rhis gallant
charge was made hy two companies of the 1st Ohio, under Captains l\Ienken
and Robinson, and one company of the 1st �[ichigan, led by a little corporal.
Dismonntiug, they put ont the fire, carrying water from the river in their old
slouched hats for the purpose. rrhe name of this dashing corporal was George
R. l\Iaxwell, who afterward, by his gallantry and daring achievements, rose to
the command of his regiment and brigade under the heroic Sheridan.) The
bridge secneed, om· arm>' moved forward under a heavy fire from the enemy's
line and batteries. By 11 A. :cu. the crossing was completed, and the enemy,
forced from his position, retreated beyond New l\Iarket toward Harrisonburg
and Port Republic, and our forces encamped in positions in advance of New
l\Iarket.
In this engagement onr forces captured one company of cavalry, and
inflicted other heavy losses upon the enemy, our loss being light. For his suc
cess General Banks received that night the thanks of the President.
On the 19th and 20th om· forces, under General ,Villiams, achanced and
occupied Harrisonburg, while Shields's division held the roads to Luray, the
crossings of the Shenandoah, and New l\Iarket. General Banks, in "General
Orders, No. 20," dated New l\Iarket, Virginia, April '.21st, 1862, congratulated
T
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"the troops nuder his command upon the snccess of their ad1ie-..em1:mt, and
the permanent expulsion of the rebel army from the ntllcy of Virginia.''
General Shields, who had remained out of the fiehl on account of \YOnncls
received in the engagement of the :2:ld of �Iarcb with AshlJy's cav,1lry in front
of Winchester, now arrived, and in "General Orders, No. '.28," elated New
l\Iarket, April 30th, 186:2, r ]ieving me from command of the cli,i, ion, said:
"The general commanding the division, having so far recovered from his wounds as to be able
to serve in the field with his brave troops, desires to make it known to them that he places him
self again at their head. Brigadier-General Kimball ,,ill rejoin the First Brigade, and again
rnsume command of it. And, thus directing, the general cannot suffer the occasion to pass with
out expressing to that gallant officer and his staff his gratefnl acknowledgments for the effi
cient manner in which the�· managed the division and directed its affairs ,,hile he was compelled
by his condition to he absent from the field. His special thanks are due to General Kimballfor
his devotion to the interests and honor of the command and tLe signal service he has rendered it
in this emergency."

vVith a commission, now as brigadier-general (for my victorr on'r Stone
wall Jackson at Kernstown), I resnmecl command of my gallant old brigade,
rejoiced to be freed from the greater responsibilities, gratified with the success
attending me while in command of the division, and grateful to the Govern
ment for the recognition of my services.
Stonewall Jackson, although out of the valley, was still immediately in om·
front. He was daily increasing in strength b )· reenforcements, and wa actiYe
in demonstrations. On the 1st of l\:Iay, Jackson's army made movements
threatening om· right at Harrisonburg, and our left near the crossing of the
Shenandoah toward Luray. Under cover of these a part of the force under
Edward Johnson moved, on the 7th, to prevent the capture of Staunton by
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Milroy. l\Ieeting General l\iilroy at l\IcDowell and checking l\Iilroy's advance,
Jackson again rettffnecl to our front. Both sides claimed success in the affair
at l\icDowell on the 8th of l\Iay [see p. �86].
The operations against "Stonewnll Jaekson" were successful, with the valley
of Virginia in onr possession, and Jackson's army held in check beyond the
Shenandoah by Banks and Shields. General McDowell, with his army, held
Fredericksburg and the line of the Rappahannock, General Fremont moving
toward Staunton from tho west, and General McClellan, with the Army of the
Potomac, was aclvaueiug np the peninsula, confronting the Confederate army
under Johnston. Thus "·n.s "\Vashington pl'otected, and the ruin of the Confed
eracy imminent, when a, blnnder in the management of our armies in Virginia
was made. The order directing Shields's diYision to join General l\IcDowell's
army at Fredericksburg \'Vas most nnfortnnate. The divisions were indig
nant in contemplation of the results, knowing the situation as they did. On
receipt of the order General Banks said:
"Results are not for us to consider, and orders are receiYed to bo obeyed. I regret it because
I feel that the policy of which this order is a pnrt is to end i11 allowing the grand army of the
rebels to escape unharmed from Yirginia, aml add another year to the war. It is impossible to
anticipate what work lies before ns; I feel the impcra.tiYo necessity of making preparations for
the worst."

And by this order the wol'st came, and the opportunity wns gfren to Stone
wall Jacksou for the display of his pecnlinr strntegic ability.
On the l:2th of l\fay Gm1c,ral Shields moved from New l\Iarket for Fal
rnonth, and General BnHks moved clown tbe valley to Strasburg, thus open
ing the way for Jackson [see map, p. :28-!]. "\Vith Shields's division far away at
Fredericksburg,\ aucl Fremont beyond the Shenandoah monntains, Jackson,
on the :23d, ,rith his army of about 1500, dashed down upon Banks's 9000,
mostly stationed in detad1me11ts at Strasburg nncl Front Royal, nearly �O
miles apart, by the route Banks was forced to take.
Bnt not nntil after three days of hnrd fighting did he force the heroic sol
diers of Banks's dfrisi.on from the valley.
"'\Vith the information of this

*

\ Colouel Franklin :::,rrn·yer, in hi:; history of the
8th Ohio, of Kimball's brigade , reeords the follow
ing incident.. which took place at FnJmouth, oppo
site Fredericksbmg:
"Ki1111Jall's hri1rn<lc wa� or,l<'I'f'<l into a newly fence,!
field for its l'a111p. arnl no so,,1iet· were the rnc11 dbmi��e•l
frorn ranks tlirrn the <·ntire fe11ec ,Jis:1ppcm·ed. Geueral
Kiug, wbo was i11 eommaud at tbi� place, seeing this
mo1·ement from his qnnrters at tho Phillips Mansion,
sent clown au ai,le-,le-l'au1p to ruTe�t all of our oflicer�.
n111.l eompel tile men to rcbnilrl the fence. Offic,·rH
laughed nnd tile nwn jPerccl at llitu. The rails were soo11
on Hre, nncl onr <li1111er� cooking. Kiug ea lied np l1i� n<l•
.intant, i\Iajor Barsto"·• wile, !Jrtd heeu General Lrmder's
acljnta11t w!Jt•u he L'Ommandecl IIA, an,l or,lerecl !Jim to
dct.nil snflieient troops to arrest our w!Jole clinsiou, ex
claiming:' "'!Jo nre these ,nl l(l:JlR? ·'Why,' said Bnrstow,
't.lh.\" nre Lnrnler'A ol<l troopA from WeRtern Yirginia:
yon hn,I hetter l,e,•p your gnards he1·e at ll<'nclqnnrters,
for you'll be deYilish ltH'ky if they don't. steal your
bon�e-roof before morning!' King was dmnfouuded,
hnt his fence was neYet· rebuilt."
EDITOns.

*

Jackson made his attack at Front Royal on the
'.:!3d, and, after a stubborn resi tance, captured the

eommanu. of Colonel Jolrn R. Kenly, composed of
tho 1st l\[ar,vl::rncl, :2 companies of the '.:!0th Penn
syl\'auia, a1lll rt section of Knaps's Pennsylvania
Battery. acting as guard to Banks's communica
tions. 'l'hc latter says in his report:
"The cxtmor,linnry force of tile enemy could no longer
he tloubted. lt wa,; apparent al1<0 that they hnd a
more extcnderl purpose tbnn the enpture of the hraye
litt.le baud at Fro11t Uoynl. This pnrpose could be noth
i11g less than the defeat of my own con_nnaucl 01· its pos
sible eaptnre hy orcupying \Vinc!JPRtcr, nncl by this
1110Yeme11t intPreepting supplies 01· rci.'11forcemc11ts, nnd
l'llttiug off nil possibility of retreat. . . . lt wns detcr
miuctl. therefore, to enter tile li�t� with the enemy in a
rnre or n battle, as he shonltl choose, for tile possession
of Wi nc.!Jest<•r, the key of tile ,nllc,v. nrnl for us the 11osi
tion of snfety."
Jackson pushed his advance rnpiclly from Front
Royal to l\lid,lletown, and on the '.24th intercepted
Bauks's column, meetiug, bo"IT'ever, with repulse.
At Newto,Yn another Confederate force was met ancl
ilriYen off by Banks; his rear-guard also repulsed
an attack near Kerustown.
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reverse came the order directing Shields's division to move back to the Shen
andoah, while Fremont crossed th8 mountains to strike the army of .Jackson
before it could retreat from the va11ey. On the �5th Shields's division com
menced its return, and, without halting, reached Rectortown on the evening
of the �8th, where ·we stopped for rest and to await supplies. At 4 r. ;u. of the
29th the following order was received: "COLONEL KnmALL, commanding First
Brigade: Yon ,Yil1 march immediately; leave your teams and wagons, take
only amlmlances, ammunition-wagons, and proYisions, as much as on hand
in haversacks. SHIELDS, Brigadier-General commanding."
At 6 P. l\I. my command was moving for Front Royal. �!arching all night
(save 2½ hours for rest and refreshment at l\Ianassas Gap), we arriYed and took
position at 11: 30 A. :.\I., J\lay 30th, upon the ridge east of and overlooking the
vi11age, before our presence ·was known to the enemy. Having only one com
pany (30 men) of cavalry, my infantry was sent to surround the Confederates,
bnt before this eould he accomplished the attempt was discoYerccl. rrhe
enemy, setting fire to the clepots, warehouses, and railroad freight trains,
made a;way in retreat under rapid firing from om· battery. l\Iy caYalry
pushed forward fearlessly after the enemy, closely followed by a portion of m��
infantry, to the junction of the Straslmrg and :;,\liclclletown roads, beyond the
branehes of the river; here, being f'Ompletely exhausted, m�� troops halted,
the enemy haYing gone from view in the direction of Str,1sbnrg and \Vinches
ter. That portion of onr command left in the village had saYecl the loaded
freight trains, but the warehouses and depots were completely destroyed, with
most of their contents. General Shic,lds came np at 5 P. :.\I. with the other
brigades of the division, and the town and the captures ,,ere left to his direc
tion. ,I \Vith the regiments of my brigade and the 4th, Colonel Carroll's,
I returned to the front and encamped in line for the night.
On the 31st the enemy appeared in considerable force in onr front. I
directed Canon to move ont with his c·ommand and attack them, whiC'h was
promptl�' clone, and after a sharp conflict the enemy was forced l,ack, Canoll
taking several prisoners and one piece (11-pouuder) of artillery. The enemy
having retreated and night having set in, Carroll returned to his position.
Our command was aroused from its slumbers early on tbe morning of
the 1st of Jnne by the roar of cannon away to our left toward Stn1sburg.
Fremont had passed oYer the mountains and attacked Jackson's forces at
Fisher's Hill. General Shields, at Front Royal, was informed of the fight
going on at Strasburg and came to the front, bnt declined to send our forces
to join in the fight, and directed ns to remain in onr position to await the
arrival of General Irvin 1\foDowell and Orel's (Ricketts's) division.
General McDowell arrived on the evening of Jnne 1st. Orel's division
At 1Yinchester, another stan1l was made on the
�3th. General Banks says: "I determined to test
the substance and strength of the enemy by actual
collision, and measures were promptly taken topre
pare our troops to meet them." The Confederates
were held in check several honrs, and that night
Banks's retreat was continued toward l\Iartinsburg.
Seep. 288.-EDITORS.

J The captures at Front Royal were: 1 piece of
artillery, 3 heavily laden trains with stores, and 8
wagons, with teams, retreating with commissary
stores, and 1 GO prisoners, inclu1li11g- l\Iiss Belle
Boyd, a famous spy in the service of the Confeder
ates.
·we also recaptured many comrades of
Banks's division, captured during the fight of a few
days before.-N. K.
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relieved om·s in front, and Bayard's cavalry was sent to aid Fremont. Our
division returned to Front Royal and encamped two miles south on the road
to Luray.
By the ,visdom (?) of Generals ::McDowell and Shields, om· division was sent
up the Lm·ny valley, east of the south branch of the Shenandoah and l\Iassa
nntten mountain, ,,,-hile Jackson's army, pm·sued by Fremont, was moving
up the valley, along the Staunton turnpike. Jackson had destroyed all
bridges and other means of crossing the
Shenandoah, from Front Royal to Port
Republic, rendering it impossible for
Shields's division either to strike Jackson
, or communicate with Fremont. Shields's
division reached Lm·ay June 4tl1, after
having marched 1150 miles in forty-three
days, fighting one severe battle and many
lesser engagements. Forty per cent. of the
command were now without shoes, tw·o per
cent. without trousers, and other clothing
was deficient. And now, without any sup
plies, officers and men were well-nigh worn
out.
On the 5th, Carroll's brigade, now par
tially supplied, moved with only 1200 men
and 1 battery, by order of General Shields,
for Port Republic, to secure and hold the
nnEvET .\IAJ01:-GEI\E1u1. x.\rnAx KDIBALL.
Fnm1 " ruoTonnAPII.
bridg at that crossing, if it should not
already be destroyed. On the 6th, Tyler's brigade of :2000 men and 1 battery
followed to support Carroll. Ferry's brigade wns at Columbia cros. ing, 8
miles south, arn1 mine wa 6 miles north of Luray. Fremont's and Jackson's
guns were distinctlr heard beyond the riYer and mountain, but ,Ye were
powerless to render assistance to our friends because of the impassable river.
On the 7th, Fremont forced the enemy from :l\Ionnt Jackson, and pm·sued him
to New :i\Iarket arnl Harrisonburg, bnt faileLl to bring him to battle.
On the 8th, Cnrro11 reached the bridge at Port Republic with Tyler yet
fifteen miles in rear. l\Iy brigade, under orcfors for StanardsYille, passed
Luray and enl'amped with Feny's, and on the 9th moved forward, leaving
Ferry in his position.
On the 8th, Fremont brought Jackson to bay, and engaged him in battle at
Cross Keys. ;t Jackson, being hard pressed, prepared to save his army by
retreat. Sending one brignde, with artillery, to secure a crossing for his army
at Port Repnhlic, he met Carroll, and, forcing him back, secured the bridge.
'rhnt night, Jack."on'i-; entire force fled from Fremont., crossed the bridge,
burned it., and wns free from the destruction that had threatened him.
Jackson, on th morning of the 9th, with bis army, attacked the now nnitecl
detachments of Tyler and Carroll, and with his overwhelming force com.t Sec pp. ::l01-:H>3 for <letails of the engagements at Port Republic and Cross Keys.
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pelled the retreat of our small but gallant command. Jackson's own old
Stonewall Brigade was first repulsed by Carroll's, and Jackson himself was
compelled to rally and lead them back to the contest; then, with "Dick"
Taylor's and other brigades and batteries, he forced our men from the field.!
On the 9th, at sundown, Shields, now with me, received by the gallant
l\fyles W. Keogh\ news from Tyler of his disaster. nfy brigade was ordered
at once to move forward, to be followed by Ferry's, then ten miles in my rear.
At 10 o'clock on the morning of the 10th, after a terrible night's march, we
reached Conrad's store, some six miles below the field of action, where I met
our worn and defeated comrades of Tyler's and Carroll's commands ; and
here I formed a new line, and in position awaited the expected attack from
Jackson, and the arrival of Ferry's brigade.
Ferry came with our supports, but Jackson, having been severely handled
by a small detachment, although he had defeated it, was satisfied, now that
he was free from Fremont, not to try couclnsions with the division, united,
that had defeated him at Kernstown.
In the afternoou General Fremont succeeded in communicating with Gen
eral Shields, and arranging for the crossing of his army. It was the inten
tion, thus united, to follow Jackson, no-w retreating toward Gordonsville to
joiu Lee's army near Richmond, but before the morning of the 11th Shields
received peremptory orders, directing him to return with bis command to
Front Royal, where we arrived on the 16th of June.
-1- See pp. !201-:W3 for details of the engagements at Port Republic and Cross Keys.
'\ As captain in the 7th United States Cavalry, Keogh was killed in the massacre, by the Sioux, of
Custer's command, June !25th, 1S76, on a branch of the Little Big Horn R�ver, l\Iontana.-EDITORS.

THE OPPOSING FORCES IN THE SEVEN DAYS' BATTLES.
June 35th-,July 1st, lSG:J.
The compo8ition, losses, and strength of each arm�· a8 here state,! gi"l'"e the gist of all the data olJtainalJle in the Official
Records. K stanus for kille,l ; w for woun<le,l; m w for mortally wonn<le,l; m for capture,! or missing ; c for captured.

THE UNION FORCES.
Army of the Potomac, l\lajor-General George B. l\IcClellan.

Proi•ost Marshal's and
Hdq'rs Guard, Brig.-Geu. Andrew Porter: 2d U. S.
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS:

Cavalry (7 co's), and l\IcClellau (Ill.) Dragoons (2 co's),
l\Iaj. Alfred Pleasonton; 93d N. Y. (4 co's), and Stnrges
(Ill.) Rifles, l\laj. Gramille 0. Haller; 8th U. S. Inf.
(2 co's), Capt. Royal T. Frank and Lieut. Eugene Carter.
Escort: 4th U. S. Cav. (2 co's), and Oneida (X. Y.) Cavalry,
Capt. James B. :i\Icintyrc. ,olu nteer Engineer Brigade,
Brig.-Gen. Daniel P. Woodbury: 15th N. Y., Col. J.
McLeod l\lnrphy; 50th N. Y., Col. Charles B. Stuart.
Brigade loss: rn, 12. Battalion U. S. Engineers, Capt.
James C. Duane. Loss: w, 2; rn, 9=11. Casey's Com
nwml (at V.'1Iite Honse), Brig.-Gen. Silas Casey: 4th Pa.
Cav. (squadron), Capt. William Shorts; nth Pa. Cav.
(5 co's), Col. Josiah Harlan; F, 1st N. Y. Arty., Ca11t.
Wm. R. Wilson; 93d N. Y. (6 co's), Col. Thos. F. l\lorris.
SECOND CORPS, Brig.-Gen. E. V. Slllllner. Staff loss:
w, 1.
Cavalry: D, F, H, and K, 6th N. Y., Lieut.-Col. Duncan
l\IcVicar.
VOL, II, 21

FIRST DIVISION, Brig.-Gen. Israel B. Richardson.

First Brigade, Brig.-Gen. John C. Caldwell: 5th N. H.,
Lient.-Col. Samuel G. Langley, Capt. Edward E. Sturte
vant; 7th N. Y., Col. George W. von Schack; 61st N. Y.,
Col. Francis C. Barlow; 81st Pa., Col. Charles F. John
son (W), Lieut.-Col. Eli T. Conner (k), l\Iaj. H. Boyd
:i\IcKeen. Brigade loss: k, 61; w, 356; rn, 137 = 554.
Seco1id Brigade, Brig.-Gen. Thonrns F. l\Ieagher, Col.
Robert Nugent, Brig.-Gen. Thomas F. Meagher: 29th
:i\Iass., Col. Ebenc>zer W. Peirce (w), Lieut.-Col. Joseph
H. Barnes; 63d N. Y., Col. John Burke (W), Lient.-Col.
Hennr Fowler, Capt. Joseph O'Neill; 69th N. Y., Col.
Robe�t Nugent; 88th N. Y., Col. Henry l\I. Baker, l\laj.
James Quinlan. Brigade loss: k, 34; w, 227, m, 232=493.
Third Briyade, Brig.-Gen. V.'illiam II. French: 2d Del.,
Lieut.-Col. "'illiam P. Baily, Capt. D. L. Stricker; 52d
N. Y., Col. Paul Frank; 57th N. Y .. Col. Samuel K. Zook;
64th N. Y., Col. Thomas J. Parker; 66th N. Y., Col.
,Joseph C. Pinckney; 53d Pa., Col. John R. Brooke.
Brigade loss: k, 3; w, 43; m, 162=208. Artillery, Capt.
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George W. Hazzar<l (m w) : B, 1st N. Y., Capt. Rufus D.
Pettit ; A and C, 4th U. S,, Capt. George W. Hazzard,
Lieut. Rufus King, J r. Artillery loss : w, 19 ; m, 10 = 29.
SECOND DIVISION, J3rig.-Gcn. Johll Sedgwick.
First B1•igadc, Col. Alfred Sully : 15th llI ass., Lieut.
Col. John W. Kimbal l ; 1st lllinn., Lieut.-Col. Stephen
l\Iiller ; 1st Co. l\Iass. Sharp-shooters, Capt. John Saun
ders ; 34th N. Y., Col. James A. Suiter ; 82d N. Y., Col.
Henry W. Hudson ; 2d Co. l\linn. Sharp-shooters, Capt.
William F. Russell. Brigade loss : k, 12 ; w, 82 ; m ,
152 = 246. Second Brigade, Brig.-Gen. \l'illiam W. Burns
(WI : 69th Pa., Col. Joshua T. Owen ; 71st Pa. , Lieut.-Col.
William G. Jones ; 72<1 Pa., Go!. De Witt C. Baxter ; 106th
Pa .. Col. Turnei· G. i.\Ioreltoad. B riga!le loss : k, 40 ; w,
193 ; m, 172 = 405. Third Brigade, Brig.-Gen. �- J. T.
Dan a : 19th l\Iass .. Col. Edward W. Hinks (w), Capt.
Edmund Rice, Lieut.-Col. Arthur F. Devereux ; 20th
Mass., Col. William R. Leo ; 7th lllich., Col. Ira n.
Grosvenor ; 42tl N. Y. , Col. Edmund C. Charles (w and c),
Lieut.-Col. James J. l\Ioouey. Brigade losR : k , 51 ; w, 262 ;
m, 153 = 466. A.rtille1·y, Col. Charles H. Tompkins : A, 1st
R. I., C:q1t. John A. Tomplrius; I, 1st U. S., Lieut.
E,Jmund Kirby. Artillery loss : w, 12 ; m, 4 = 16.
RESER\'E ARTILLERY : G, lstN.Y., Capt. John D. Frank:
B. 1st R. I .. Capt. Walter 0. Bartlett ; G, 1st R . I , Capt.
Charles D. Oweu. Rescn·e a rtillery loss : w, 6 ; m, 2 = 8.
THIRD CORI'S, Brig.-Geu. S. P. Ilcintzelmau. Ccw
alt·y : 3d Pa., Col. William \Y. Averell. Loss : k, 6 ; w, 2 ;
m, 3 = 11.
SECOND DIVISION, Brig.-Gen. Joseph Hooker.
First Brigade, Brig.-Gen. Cuvier Grover : l�t l\Iass.,
('ol. Robert Cowilin ; nth l\Iass. , Col. William Blaisdell ;
16th l\Iass. , Col. Powell T. \\)·man (k), Lieut.-Cul. George
A. ;IIeacham (WJ, lllaj. Daniel S. Lamson ; 2d N. IT., Col.
Gilman lllarston ; 26th Pa. , Lieut.-Col. George D. \\'ellR.
Brigade loss : Ir, 2;; : w, 214 ; m, 116 = 355. Second
Brigade, Brig.-Gcu. Daniel E. Sickles : 70th N. Y. , ;\Jaj.
Thomas Holt ; 7Jijt N. Y., Col. George B. Hall ; 72<l N.
Y .. Col. Nelson Taylor ; 73tl N. Y .. Capt.. .Alfretl ,\ .
Donalds ; 74th N. Y., Col. Charles K. Graham. Briga,k
loss : k, 26 ; w, 173 ; m, 10� = 308. Th ircl Brigade, Col.
Joseph B. Carr : 5th N. J., Maj. John Ramsey ; 6th N.
J., Col. Gertihom l\Iott ; 7th N. J., Col. Joseph W.
Rernrc, Capt. Henry C. Bartlett ; St.h N. J., l\Iaj.
William A. Henry ; 2tl N. Y., Lieut.-Col. William A.
Brigade loss : k, 4 ; w, 24 ; m, 31= 50.
Olmsted.
..frtillcry : D, 1st N. Y., Capt. Thomas W. Osborn ; 4th
X. Y., Lieut. Jo�eph E. Nail'll ; n, Ht u. s. , Capt.
Charles 11. WPbl.>et·. A rtillery loss : w, 1 ; m , 7 = 8.
Tll !RD Dff!SION, Ill'ig.-Geu. Philip Kearny.
First Brigade, Brig.-Gen. John C. Robinson : 20th
Iu<l .. Col. William L. Brown ; 87th N. Y., Licut.-Col.
Richard .A. Bachia ; 57th Pa .. Lieut.-Col. Ellrnnou W.
Woods ; 63d Pa .. Cul. Alexall(lcr Hays ; 105th ra., Col.
.Amor A. l\lcKuight, Licnt.-Col. \\'illiam W. Corbet.
Capt. Cahill A. Cmig. Brigade loss : k, 56 ; w, 310 ; m,
IG1 = 527. Second 1/riyadc, Drig.-Geu. Davicl B. Birney :
3tl l\Ie., Lieut.-Col. C. A. L. F:ampson, lllaj. Edwin Burt ;
4th llle., Col. Elijah Walke1· ; 38th N. Y .. Col. J. I- I . II.
\\'artl ; 40th N. Y. . Col. Thoma;i \\'. Egan ; 101st N. Y. ,
Col. Enrico Fanl<'lla. Brigade loss : Ir, 10 ; w, 53 : m,
185 = 248. Th irrl D1·iyude, Brig.-Gcu. Hiram G. Berry :
2tl ;llich., l\Iaj. Louis Dillman, Capt. \Yilliam f lnmphrc.r ;
3d l\Iich., Lient.-Col. Ambrose A. StC'vcns ; ;llaj. Byl'On
R. Pierce ; 5th l\Iieh .. l\Iaj. John D. Fairhanlrs (111 w),
Capt. Judson S. Farrpr ; 1st N. Y., Col. Garrett DJ·ek
mau ; 37th N. Y. , Col. 8:11u11el Il. Ila�·mau. Brigacle lo;,s :
k, 28 ; w, 225, m, 176 = 420. Artillery : E, 1st R. I., Capt.
George E. Uandolph ; G, 2,1 U. S., Capt. James Thomp
son. Artillcry loss : k, 2 ; w, 1 6 ; m, 5 = 23.
HESER\'E AHTILl,ERY, Capt. Gustavus A. De RUSS,\' :
6th N. Y., Capt. Walter l\I. Bramhall ; 2,1 N. J., Capt.
J ob.n E. Ream (k), Lieut . .John B. J\fonroe ; K, 4th U. S.,
Li<>ut. Francis W. Seeley. Loss : k, 1 ; w, 3 ; m, I = 5.
FOURTH COTil'S, Rrig.-Gcn. EraAmns D. Keyes.
Cai,a/ry : 8th Pa .. Col. David l\Icl\I. Gregg.
FIRST DIVISION, Brig.-Geu. Darins N. Conch.
First Brigade, Brig.-Gen. Albion P. Howe : 55th N. Y. ,
Lient.-Col. Louis Thonro t ; 62<1 N. Y., Col. David J.
Nevin ; 03d Pa., Capt. J ohn S. Long ; 98th Pa., Col. John

F. Ballier ; 102<1 Pa., Col. Thomas A. Rowley. Brigade
loss : k, 27 ; w, 148 ; Ill, 33 = 208. Second Brigade, Brig.
Gen. John J . .Abercrombi e ; 65th N. Y. (1st U. S. Chas
scurs), Lieut.-Col. ,\lexauder Shaler ; 67th N. Y. (1st
Long Island), Lieut.-Col. Nelson Cross; 23d Pa., Col.
Thomas FI. Neill ; 31st Pa., Col. Davit! H. William s ; 61st
Pa., Lient.-Col. Frank Vallee. Brigade loss : k, 19 ; w,
168 ; rn, 16 = 203. Third Brigctde, Bri;r.-Gen. Innis N.
Palmer : 7th lllass. , Col. David A. Russell ; 10th lllass.,
Maj. Ozro llliller (111 w), Capt. Frc<lerick Barton ; 36th
X. Y. , ;IIaj. James .A. Raney ; 2d R. I., Col. Frank Whea
ton. Brigade loss : k, 23 ; w. 194 ; m, 48 = 265. Artillery :
C. 1st Pa., Capt. Jeremiah McCarthy; D, 1st Pa., Capt.
Etlwanl J I . Flood.
SECmm DI Yl�ION, Brig.-Gen. John J. Peck.
First Briyadc, Brig.-Gen. Heury l.lI. Naglee : nth l\Ie.,
Col. Harris l\I. Plaisted ; 56th N. Y., Col. Charles H. Yan
Wyck ; 100th N. Y., Lient.-Col. Phineas Stauntou ; 52d
Pa., Lieut.-Col. Henry l.lI. Hoyt ; 104th Pa., Lieut.-Col .
John W. Nieltls. Second B1·igadc, Brig.-Geu. Henry W.
WcsAclls : 81st N. Y., Col. E1lwiu Rose ; 85th N. Y., Col.
Jonathan S. Bellruap ; 92<1 N. Y., Lient.-Col. Hiram
Anderson, Jr. ; 06th N. Y., Col. James Fairman ; 98th N.
Y.. Lieut.-Co!. Charles Durkee ; 85th Pa., Col. Joshua B.
J IO\\'ell ; lOlAt Pa., Capt. Charles \\', l\Iay ; 103d Pa. , Col.
The0tlorc F. Lehmann. Brigade loss : k, 1 ; w, 2 ; m,
121 = 124. .Artille1·y : H, 1st N. Y.. Lieut. Charles E.
;\link ; 7th N. Y., Capt. Peter C. Regan.
RESERVE ARTILLERY, ;\Iaj. Robert l\I. West : 8th N. Y.,
Capt. Butler Fitch ; E, Ist Pa., Capt. Theodore l\Iillcr ;
H, 1st Pa. , Capt. James Brady ; l\I, 5th U. S., Capt. James
)IeKnight.
FIFTIJ CORPS, Brig.-Gen. Fitz John Porter. Staff
)ORS : m, 1.
Ca rnll-11 : 8th I ll . , Col. J ohu F. Farnsworth. Loss : k, 3 ;
\V, 9 ; 1ll, 3 = 15.
FlllST D l \"ISION, Brig.-Gen. George w. l\Iorell.
First Brlgadc, Brig.-Gen. John H. Martindale : 2d Mc. ,
Col. Charles W. Roberts ; 18th MasR. (detached with
Stouemau 's command), Col. James Barnes ; 22d l\Iass.,
C'ol. JcSRO A. Gove (k), l\Iaj. 1\.illiam S. Tilton (W and e),
Capt. Walter S. Sampson, Capt. D. K. Wardwell ; 1st
::'\Itch., Col. Horace S. Roberts ; 13th N. Y., Col. Elisha G.
i.\Inrshall, ::'\Iaj. FranPis A. Selu.etfel ; 25th N. Y., l\Iaj.
E,lwin t:\. Gilbert (c), Captain Shepard Gleason : 2<1 C'o.
;\lass. Sharp-shooters, Lieut. Charles D. Stiles. Bri.'5ade
losR : k, 1 1 4 ; w, 443 ; m, 329 = 886. Second Bl'igadc, Brig.
Gen. CharlC's Grini n : 9th ::'\Jass., Col. Thomas CaRs (m
w). Licut.-Col. Patrick R. Guiney : 4th l\Iich., Col.
Dwight ,\ . ,Yoocllmry (k), Lient.-Col. Jonathan W. Childs
( W ) , Capt. John l\I. Randolph ; 14th N. Y. , Col. James
llkQna<lc ; 6�,1 Pa., Col. Samuel W. Black 1k), Lient.-C'ol.
.lacoh B. S,'l'eitz,·r (w aucl e), Capt. James C. Ilull. Bri
gatlc ]ORB ; I,. 182 ; w, 772 ; Ill, 190 = 1153. Thil'<I Brigade,
Brlg.-Geu. Daniel Bntterfiel!l : 12th N. Y . , Lieut.-Co!.
RolJ<'rt l\l . Richartlson ; 17th N. Y. (detached with Stone
man's eomman!I J , Col. Henry S. Lansing ; 44th N. Y.,
Llent.-Col. Ja10es C. Ric e : 16th llliPh., Col. T. B. W.
Stockton (c), Licnt.-Col. John V. Ruehle ; 83d Pa., Col.
.John W. l\IcLaue (kJ, Ca1)t. Hugh S. Campbell (w) ;
Brady'� Co. lllich. Sllarp•shooters, Capt. Kin S. Dygert.
Brigatlc loss : 1,, 166 ; w, fi46 ; m, 269 = Q81. Artillery,
Capt. William n. ,Yccdcn : 3d l\Iass .. Capt. Augustus P.
)[a.rtiu ; 5th ;llas1,,, Lieut. John B. I ly<lc ; C, 1st R. 1.,
Lieut. Richar,l Waterman ; D, 5th U. s .. Lieut. Henry \Y,
Kingsbul'y. Artillery lo;;s : k, 9 ; w, 38 ; rn, 9 = 56. Sl1 11rp
shoolcrs : 1st U. 8., Col. Hiram Berdan. Loss : Jr, 8 ;
W , 35 ; Ill, 1 3 = 56.
SECOND DIYISION, Brig.-Geu. George Sykes.
Fi1·st Bl'iyade, Col. Robert C. Buchanan : 3tl U. S.,
l\Iaj. Nathan B. Rossell (k), Capt. Thomas \Y. Walker,
Capt. John D. Wilkins ; -!th U. S., l\Iaj. Delozier Da'l'itl 
son (C'), C'apt. Joseph B. Collins ; 12th U. S .. l\Iaj. Henry
B. Clitz (w an<l c), Capt. John G. Rend, Capt. lll attbcw
l\1. mun t. ; 14th U. S., Captain John D. O'Co1111ell. Brigade
loss : k, 80 ; w, 297 ; m, 181 = 567. Sceo11d Briqadc, Lieut.
Col. William Chapman, l\In.j. Clrnrles S. LoYell : 2d U. S ..
Capt. Adolphus F. Bond, Lieut. John S. Poland ; 6th U.
S .. Capt. Thomas Hendrickson ; 10th U. S., l\Iaj. Charles
S. Lornll, l\Iaj. George L. Andrews ; 11th U. S., l.lir�j. De
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Laucey FJoycl-Joues ; 17th U. S., l\laj. George L. Andrews.
Brigade loss : k, 38 ; w. 228 ; Ill, 93 = 350. Third Rl'igadc,
Col. Gouverneur K. Warren : St.II N. Y .. Lieut.-Col. Hiram
Duryea ; 10th N. Y., Col. John E. Bendix. Brigade loss :
k, 47 ; w, 154 ; m, 85 = 286. A rtillery, Cnvt. Stephen H .
Weed : L aucl 111, 3d U. S., Capt. John Edwards ; I, 5 t h U.
s .. Capt. S. H. Weed. Artillery loss : k, ! ; w, 2! ; m, 4 = 32.
THIRD DI VISION, Brig.-Geu . George A. ll[cCall (c), Brig.Gen. Trmnau Seymour. Sta fl' loss : k, 1 : w, 1 ; lll,
1 = 3.
First Brigade, Brig.-Ge.n . •John F. neynolds (cl, Col.
Seneca G. SillllllOilS (k), Col. R. Ricld\o Hoberts : 1st Pa.
Res., Col. H. Biddle Roberts, l\laj . Le11Jnel Tocltl ; 2d Pa.
Res., Lient.-Col. William l\IcCandless ; 5th Pa.. ReR., Col.
Seneca G. Simmons, Lient.-Col. Joseph W. Fisher ; 8th
Pa. Hes .. Cul. George S. Hays ; 13th Pa. Re;;. (1st Ritlo:s 6 l'O'S), i.\Jaj. Roy Stone. Brigade }OSR : k, 109; w, !97 ; Ill,
403 = 1009. Secon d Brigade, Brig.-Gen. G eorge G. :;.\fenrle
(w), Col. Albert L. l\fa.gilt.on : 3d Pa. Res. , Col. Horatio
G. Sickel ; 4th Pa. Res., Col. Albert L. l\lngiltou ; 7th Pa.
Res .. Col. Elislrn B. HarYey ; 11th Pa. Res., Col. Thomas
F. Gallngher (e) , Capt. Daniel S. Porter. Brigade lo;;s :
k, 107 ; w, 28! ; Ill, 1000 = 1400. (The wournled of the 11th Re
�erYes at GaiueR's ;.\fill are eouuted among the captured
or missing. ) Third Brigade, Bri!:('.-Gen. Tl'lu11an Sey
mour. Col. C. Feger Jaekson : Gth Pa. Res. (detached
with Casey's command), Col. Willialll Siuclair; 9th 1'a.
ltcR .. Col. C. Feger Jarkson. Ca}lt. .Tob u Cnthhertson
(w) ; 10th Pa. Res., Col. James T. Kirk : 12th Pa. Re� .•
Col. Johu II. Tnggart. Brigade loss : k, 78 ; w, 330 ; m.
142 = 559. A rtillery : A, 1 st Pa. , Cnpt. Hezekiah Enston
(k), Lieut. ,Jacob L. Detrich, Lieut. John G. Silllpsou ; B,
lRt Pa .. Capt-. Jame.s H. Cooper ; G. 1st Pa., C111•t. lllark
Keruis (W), Lieut. Frnnk P. Amsden : C, 5th U. S., Capt .
Henry V. De Hart (111 w), Lieut.. Eben G. Scott. Artille.ry
loss : k, 21 ; w, 42 : m, 11 = 74. CacalrJJ : 4th Pa., Col.
Jmncs H. Ch.il<l8. CnYnlry loRs : l,, 2 ; w, 1 3 : m, 7 = 22.
ARTI LL E R Y RESERVE, Col. Heury J. Hnot. First Bri
yade (Horse Artillery), Lieut.-Col. Willinm Uays : A. 2d
U. S., Capt. John C. Titlhall ; B and L, 2cl U. S., Capt.
James 111. Robertson ; l\l , 2d U. s .. Capt. Henry Benson ;
C ancl G, 3cl U. S. (tletacl.Jecl with Cnsey'ti e.ommantl),
Cnpt. Horatio n. Gihson. Brigade loR,; : w, 6: rn , 2 = 8.
Secon d Brigade, Lieut.-Col. George W. Get.tr : E and G,
1st U . S .• Lieut. Alanson i\T. Rauelo ! ; K. 1st . R .. Lieut.
Samuel S. Elder ; G , Hh U. S., Lieut. Charle.i lI. i\lorgnn ;
A, 5th U. S. , Lieut. Adelhert Ames ; K. 5th U. S., Capt.
John R Swe:1<1. Brigrule lORR : k, 7 : w, 29 ; rn, 6 = 42.
Third Briyadc, \\Caj. Albert Arndt. : A, 1st Battalion N.
Y .. Capt. Otto Diecleriel1s : B, 1st Battalion X. Y., Cnpt.
Adolph Vucgelee. ; C, 1st Rnttalion N. Y .. Ca]lt. Johu
Knieriem : D, 1,;t Battalion N. Y., Capt . Edwnrrl Grilllm.
Brigade loss : k, 4 ; w, 11 : lll, 4 = 19. Po11rth Bri(lade,
lllaj. Edward H. Petherliri!lge : A. :;.\[(l., Ca11t. John W.
Wolcott ; B, l\Icl., Capt. Alonzo Snow. Brigade loss : k,
2 : w. 2 2 : 111. 1 = 25. Fif/l1 Briyade, Capt. J. Howard Car
lisle : 5th N. Y. (diRmo1rntecl nrnl officers aml meu
attached el,;ewhere), Capt. Elijah D. Taft ; E, 2d U. S.,
Ca11t. J. Howard Carlisle : F aucl K, 3<1 U. S., Capt. La
Rhett L. Lidug-,;ton. Brigade loss : k, 2 ; w , 5 = 7. !'IEGE
TRAIN : 1st Conn. Heavy Artillery, Col. Robert O. Tyler.
Loss : k, 2 ; w, 4 ; lll, 2!> = 35.
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SI XTH CORPS, Rrig.-Gen. William Jl. Frauldiu. Oav
ah·y : 1st, N. Y., Col. Andrew T. l\IcReyuolcls.
FIRST lllVISIOX, Hrig.-Gen. Henry w. Sloenw.
Firs/ Brigade, Brig.-Geu. George W. Taylor : 1st N.
J., Lieut.-Cul. Robert i\lcAllister, Col. A. '.r. A. TorlJert, ;
2d N. J., Cul. I saac 1\1. Tucker (k), :;.\laj. Henry 0. Ryer
sou (w), Lieut.-Col. Samuel L. Buck : 3d N. J., Col.
Henry W. Bruwu ; 4th N. J., Col. James I I . Sim1lsou (e.) .
Brigade loss : k, 116 ; w, 380 ; m, 582 = 1078. Saoml
Brigade, Col. ,Josc11h J. Bartlett : 5th ll[e., Col. Nathaniel
J. Jneksou (w) . Lit·ut..-Col. William S. Heath (k), Capt.
Clark S. Edwards ; 16th N. Y., Col. Joseph IIowJa,11(1 (w),
lllaj . Joel J. Seanr ; 27th N. Y .. Lient.-Col. Alexa 11de1·
D. Adam� ; OGtll l'a., Cul. Heury L. Cake. Brigade Joss :
k. 60 ; w. 40!> ; 111, 68 = 5J6. Th irtl Brigade. Brig.-Gcn_
John Newton : 18th N. Y .• Lient.-C11l. George R. llly,•rR,
:;.\laj. Johu C. l\[egiuuis ; 31st N. Y .. Col. CnlYin E. Pratt
(w). lllnj . .Alcxauclcr Raszewski ; 32fl N. Y., Col. Hocleriek
lllntheson ; 95th Pa .. C'ol. Jnlm lll. Gosline (m w), Lieut.
Col. GustaYnS W. Town. Brigade los;; : k, 40 ; w, 279 ;
m, 1H = 433. A rtillery, Capt. Edward H. Plat t : 1st
:\lass., Ca11t. Josi:1 h Porter ; 1st X. J., Capt. "William
Hexamer ; n. 2tl F. S., Lieut. Emory Uptou. Artillery
loss : k, 1 ; w. 1� ; m, ! = 18.
EECOND DIYISIOS, B1·ig.-Gc>n. William F. Swith.
W
.First Brigade, Brig.-Geu. ' infiel<l S. llaneock : Gtll
;.\le., l'ol. Iliram Buruham ; 43d N. Y., Col. Franciis L.
\'iutou ; 49th l'n . , Col. \\'illinm l I . Irwin ; 5tll Wis., Col.
Ama8a Cobb. Brigade loss : k. o ; "·· 03 ; m. 08 = 200.
Second Eriy(l(il', Bri�.-Gen. W. T. H. Brookf! (W) : 2d Yt.,
Col. Heury \\"biting ; 3,1 Yt., Lieut.-Col.. \\"heeloe.k G.
\'eazey ; Hh \'t . , Col. Etlwin II. Stoughton ; 5th Yt.,
Lieut.-Col. Le.wi� A. Gr:wt : Gt.I! Vt .. Col. Nathau Lord,
.Jr. Brig::ulc ln,, : k, !5 ; w, 271 : rn, 130 = 455. Th ird
Rriyadc, Brig.-Geu. ,John W. DaYitlsou ; 7th llle., Col.
Eclwiu C. l\laROU ; 20th N. Y., Col. Francis WeisR ; 33d
N. Y., C'ol. Rnhert F. Taylor ; 40th N. Y .. Col. Dauiel
D. Bidwell ; 77th N. Y., C'ol. James B. McKean. Bri
g-nde loss : Jr, 12 ; w, 23 ; 111, 87 = 122. A rtillery, Capt.
Romeyn B. Ayr<> R : E, lRt N. Y., Crtpt. Charles C.
\\'hePlcr ; lRt �- Y .. Cn11t. Au<lrew Cowan ; 3<1 N. Y.,
Crtpt. Thncltleuil P. lllot r ; F. 5th U. S., Capt.. Ho111cy11 B.
Ayres. Artill<'ry loss : k, 3 ; w, 4 ; m , 15 = 22. Carnlry :
I arnl :K, 5th Pa., Capt. John O'Farrell. LORR; 1,. 1.
CAVALlff RESERVE, Brig.-Gen. P. St. GeOrt!:e Cooke.
First Brigade : 6th Pa . , Col. Hichnnl H. l �nsh ; 5th U.
S. (5 t•o's) , Cnpt . Charles J. Whiting (c>, Capt. Joseph H.
i\Ic.Artlmr. Secon d Bl'iyarlc, Col. George A. Il. Blake :
1st U. S. (4 co'R), LiPnt.-Col. \Yillinm N. Grier ; 6th U. S.
(With Stonenrnu's COllllllftlHl) , C:ipt. Ang-11Rt V. Kautz.
Cavalry Reserve loss : k, 14 ; w, 55 ; m, 85 = 154.
(Brig.-Gen'R George Stoneman and William H. Emory
011erate<l ou the right flank of the army with a mixed
eonnnancl of iufnutry, cayalry, and rtrtillery.]
Total Jo�s of the Army of the Potomac : 1734 killed,
8062 "·0111Hlecl, a)l(l G033 captured or miRsiug = 15,8-!0.
The " present for cln t y eqnip11etl," or effectiYe
force of thiA army (exelusiYe of Dix's commaucl at
ancl about Fort i\Iooroc), on June 20th, 1862, was 15ll
engiueers, 6513 c:n·alry, 6446 artillery, aucl 00.975 in
fantry, iu all 105,H5. See .. Official necords." X I . . Pt. JI ..
p. 238.

THE CONFEDERATE FORCES.
A.rmy of Northern Virginia, Geueral Robert E. Lee.
l
Rcrnggs ; 2d \liss., Col. J. 111. Ston e ; nth :;.\liss .. Col.
JACKSON'S COl\IllIAND, l\faj.-G<'n. T. J. Jackson.
F.
Li!ldell
:
6th
N. C., Lieut.-Col. I. E. AYery (W), l\JaJ.
Oaralry : 2d Va., Col. Tholllas T. l\Inuford.
R. F. Wehb. Rrig-ade loss : k, 66 ; w, 482 ; m, 5 = 553.
WI IITING'S )11\'ISIOX, Brig.-Gen. William H. C. "-'hi tiug.
,f rlillcry : Vn. Battery (Stm111ton Arty.), Cnpt. "-'· L. Bal
Stafl' loRs : k, 1 ; w, 1 = 2.
First Brigadl', Brig.-Gen. John B. Hood : 18th Ga., t- hiR (w) ; N. C. Battery (Rowau Art.y.) . Capt. James
Lieut.-Col. S. Z. Rntf; 1 Rt Tex., Col. A. T. Tiainey (W) ; JteillJ·. .Artillery loss : ,1·, 16.
4t.h Tex., Col. Jolm l\Inrshall (kl, Capt. ,Y. P. Town JACKSON'� DIYI SION.
First B1·-igaile, Rrig.-Geu. Charles 8. "-'in<ler : 2d Va.,
send ; 5th Tex., Col. J. B. Robertson : Hampton (S. C.)
Leg'ion, Lient.-Col. 1\1. W. Gary. Brigalle loRs : k, 92 ; w, Col. J. W. Allen (k), Lient.-Col. Lawson Botts ; 4th Va.,
526 ; Ill, 5 = 623. Th ird Brigade, Col. E. l\CcJyer Law : 4th Col. Charles A. Ronald ; 5th \'a., Col. William S. IT. Bay
Ala., Lieut,-Col. O. K. l\IcLemorc (w), Capt. L. H. lor ; 27th Va., Col. A. J. Grigshy (w), Capt. G. C. Slllith ;
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:l3d Va., Col. John F. Neff; Va. Battery (Alleghany
Arty.), Lieut. John C. Carpenter; Vn. Battery (J:oek
bri<lge Arty.), Capt. William T. Poague. Brigade loss:
1,,30; w, 149 = 179. Second Brigade, Lieut.-Col. R. H.
Cunningham, Jr.,Brig.-Gcn. J. R. Jones (w), Lient.-Col.
R. H. Cunningham,Jr.: 21st Va.,l\In,j. John B. l\Ioseley,
Licut.-Col. R. H. Cunningham,Jr., j\lnj. John B. J\.Jose
lcy; 42d Va.,Lieut.-Col. Will iaml\lartin; 48th Va., Capt.
John 1\1. Vermillion; 1st Ya. (Irish) Battalion, Cnpt. B.
W. Leigh; Va. Batty. (Hampden Arty.), Capt. William
H. Caslde. Brigade loss: k,1; w, 15 =16. 1'hirtl Bri
r,a<lc, Col. S. V. Full,erson (m w), Col. E. T. H. Warren,
Brig.-Gen. Wnde Hampton: 10th Va., Col. E. T. H. War
ren; 23ll Va., Capt. A. V. Scott; 37th Va., l\ laj. •.r. V.
Williams; Va. Battery (Dtrn,ille Arty.), Cnpt. George
W. Wooding. Briga<lc loss: k, 2; w, 15; m, 1 =18.
Fourlh Brigade, Brig.-Geu. Alexander R. Lawton: 13th
Ga., Col. l\lnrcellus Douglass; 2Gth Gn., Col. E. N.
Atkinson; 31st Ga., Col. C. A. E,ans (w) ; 38th Ga.,
Lieut.-Col. L. J. Parr (w), Capt. William H. Battey;
Goth Ga., Lient.-Col. W. II. Stiles; Glst Gn., Col. John
H. Lamar. Brigade loss: k, 115; w, 452 =567.
EWELL'S lHY!SlOX,l\Iaj.-Gen. Richar<l s. Ewell.
Fourth Brigade, Brig.-Gcn. Arnold Elzey (w), Col.
James A. "'alkcr, Brig.-Gen. Jnbal A. Early: 12th Ga.,
Capt. James G. Rodgers; 13th Va., Col. James A.
Walker; 25th Va., Licnt.-Col. Jolin C. Higgfobotlmm;
31st Va., Col. John S. Hoffman; 44th Va., Lient.-Col.
Norvell Cohh; 52<1 Vn., Lieut.-Col. J. H. Skinner;
58th Ya., Col. F. H. Board. Briga<le loss: k, 52;
w, 229; rn, 3 =284. Sc1·,·11fl1 Brigade, Brig.-Gen. Isnne
R. Trimble: 15th Ala., Col. James Cantey; 21st Ga.,
l\In,j. T. W. Hooper (W); lGth l\IiHs., Cul. Cnmot Posey;
21st N. C., Lient.-Col. W. W. Kirldaucl; 1st N. C. Bat
talion Shnr)l-shooters, l\Inj. Rufus W. Wharton; Ya.
Battery, Capt. A. R. Courtney. Brigade loss: k, 71 ;
w, 280; rn,49 = 400. Eiglitl1 Brigade,Rrig.-Gen. Richard
Taylor, Col. I. G. Seymour (k), Col. LProy A. Stafford:
Gth La.,Col. I. G. Seymour; 7th La., Lieut.-Col. David
B. Penn; 8th La., Col. Henry B. Kelly; 9th La., Col.
Leroy�\. Stafford; 1st La. Speeial Rattalion, l\laj. C.R.
Wheat (k); Va. Battery (Charlottcs,ille Arty.), Capt.
J. l\IcD. Carriugtou. Drigade loss: k, 5G; w, 23G=292.
Maryland Linc: 1st Inf., Col. Bradley T. Johnxon; A,
Cav.,Ca)lt. I:idgely Brown; Balto. Battery, Ca)lt. J. B.
Brockenbruugh. l\Inrylan<l line loHs: k, 3; w, 8 =11.
HILL'S DIYISIOX, :.llaj.-Gen.Daniel H. Hill.
First Eriyadc,Erig.-Gen. Robert E. Rodes, Col. John
B. Gor,lon: 3d Ala., Lient.-Col. Charles Forsyth,l\Jnj.
HolJert 1\1. Sandx; 5th Ala., Col. C. C. Pegues (Ill w),
l\la,i. E. L. Hobson; Gth Ala., Col. John B. Gorclon, l\laj.
B. G. Baldwin; 12th Ala., Col. B. B. Gayle; 26th Ala.,
Col. E. A. O'Neal; Va. Battery (King William ArtJ'.),
Capt. Thomas H. Carter. Brigade loss: k,112; w, 458 =
570. 8cco11<I Brir,cule, Brig.-Geu. George B.Anderson
(w), Col. C. C. Tew: 2d N. C., Col. C. C. Tew; 4th N. C.,
Col. K A. 0Hborne; 14th N. C., Lient.-Col. William A.
John8ton; 30th::--. C .. Col. FranPiR l\l. Parker; Ala.Bat
tery, Capt. It. A. Hardaway. Brigade loss: k,15n; w,
704= 8G3. Third Brigade, Brig.-Gen. Samuel Gnrland,
,Jr.: 5th N. C., Col. D. K. l\leRae; 12th N. C.,Col. Benja
min O. Wa<le; 13th N. C., Col. Alfre<l l\l. Scales; 20th N.
C.,Col. AlfrPd Iverson (w),Lient.-Col. Frnnkliu J. Faison
(k), l\laj. ""illiam H. Toon; 23!1 N. C., Col. Daniel H.
Christie (w),Licnt. I. J. Young (W); Ala. Battery (Jeff
Davis Arty.),Capt. J. W. Bondnrant. Brigade loss: k,
192; w,G37; m,15=844. Four/1, Bl'igadc,Col.AlfredH.
Colquitt: 13th Ala.,Col. BirkettD. Fry; 6th Ga.,Lieut.
Col. J. 1\1. Newton; 23d Gn., Col. Emory F. B,•st; 27tl1
Ga., Col. Levi B. Smith; 28th Ga., Col. T. J. Warthen.
Brigade loR�: I,, 75; w, 474; m , 5 = 554. Fifth B1·igadc,
Brig.-Gcn. RoAwell f-. Ripley: 44th Ga., Col. Robert A.
Smith (rn w), Capt. John W. Beck; 48th On., Col. Will
iam Gihson; 1st N. C., Col. i\I. S. Stokes (k), Capt. JI. A.
Brown, Lieut.-Col. "'illiam P. Bynum; 3<1 N. C., Col.
Gaston l\leares 1k), Lieut.-Col. William L. De Rosset.
Brigade loss: k,171; w, 707; ID, 30 =908 . .Arlilh·1·y: Va.
Battery (HanoYer Arty.), Capt. G. W. Nelson. (Sef', nlso,
.Iones's Battnliou in Reserve Artillery, temporarily at
taehed to this division.)

l\JAGRUDER'S CO!IIl\IAND,l\Jnj.-Gen. J.B. l\Jagruder.
R. Jones. Stafl'loss:
w, 1.
First Brigade, Drig.-Gen. Robert l'oombs: 2cl Gn.,Col.
Edgar 1\1. Bntt (w), Lieut.-Col. William R. Holmfls; 15th
Ga., Col. William 1\1. l\Jclutosh (rn w), Lient.-Col. ,rm
iam T. l\Iilliean,l\Iaj. T. J. Smith, Capt. S. Z. Hearns
berger; 17th Ga.,Col. Henry L. Benning ; 20th Ga., Col.
J. B. Cumming. Brigade loss: k, H; w,380; ID,G = 430.
Third Brigade,Col. George T. Au<lerson: lxt Ga. (r<:>gu
lars),Col. William J. l\Jagill; 7th Ga., Lient.-Col. w. w.
"'bite (w),l\Jaj. E. I\'. Iloylc (w), Capt. George H. Car
n:;ical; 8th Ga.. Col. L. l\[. Lamar (w and c). Capt.
George 0. Dawson; 9th Ga., Col. R. A. Tnrnipseecl; nth
Ga., Lieut.-Col. William Lntl'rnau. Brigacle loss: k, G4;
w,327; ID,4G = 437. .Artillery, 1\I:ij. John J. Garnett: Va.
Bitttery (Wiso Arty.I, Capt.•Tames S. Drown; S. C. Bat
tPry (WaRhington Arty.), Capt. James F. Hnrt; La. Bat
tery (i\fndisou Arty.),Capt. George V. l\loo<ly; Va. Bat
tPry, Capt. W. J. Dnllney. Artillery loss; k,3; w, 11= 14.
MCLAWS'S DIVISION, l\Jnj.-Gen. Lafn3•ette l\lcLaws.
First Bri,qculc, Brig.-Gcn. Paul J. Semmes: 10th Ga.,
Col. Alfred Cumming (w), Capt. W. C. Holt; 53cl Ga.,
Col. L. T. Doyal; 5th La., Col. T. G. Hunt; 10th La.,
Lieut.-Col. Eugene Waggaman (w and c); 15th Va.. Col.
'I'. I'. August (w); 32d Va., Lient.-Col. William R. "'illis;
X C. Battery, Capt. Basil C'. Manly. Brigade loss: k,
31; w, 121; m, G3=215. Four/71 Brigade, Brig.-Gen.
Joseph B. Kershaw: 2<1 8, C., Col. John D. Kennedy,
::\Ia:i, F. Gaillard; 3d S. C.,Colon('l Jame� D. Nance; 7th
S. C., Col. D. Wyatt Ailrnu; Stli S. C., Col. John W. Hena
g-an; Va. Bnttery (AlexandriaArty.), Cn)lt, Del Kemper.
Brigade loss: k, 70; w,349; rn, 38 = 457.
JO:SES'S DIYJ�IOX, Brig.-Gcn. David

MAGRUDEI:'s Dl\'ISION.

Second Briymlc, Brfo:.-Geu. Howell Cobb: lGtli Ga.,
Col. Goode Bryan; 24th Ga., Col. Robert J\[pj\JilJan; Ga.
Legion (ColJJJ's)--; 2d La., Col. J. T. Norwo0<l (Ill w);
15th N. C'.,Col. Henry A. Dowd (W); Ga. Battery (Troup
Arty.), Capt. He11ry H. Carlton. Brigade loss: k, GG;
w, 347; ID, 2=415. 1'hirtl Brigade,Brig.-Gen. Riel!ard
Griffith (Ill w), Col. "-illh1m Barl,s<lale: 13th l\Jiss., Col.
William Barks<lnle, Lieut.-Col. J. W. Carter (w), l\Jaj.
Kennon l\foElroy; 17th j\Jiss., Col. W. D. Holder (w),
Lient.-Col. John C. Fiser; 18th l\liss., Col. Thomas 1\1.
Griffin (w), Licnt.-Col. William H. Luse; 218t l\Jiss., Col.
Benjamin G. Humphl'l\l'S, Lieut.-Col. W. L. Bra]](lon
(w), Capt. ,rmiam C. F. Brooks; Vn. Battery (18t Rich
mond Howitzern), Capt. E. S. l\lcCarthy. Briga<le loss:
k, 91; w,434= 525.
ARTILU:;RY, Lieut.-Col. Ptephcn D. Lee: Ga. Ba(t,ery
(Pulasld Arty.). Capt. J. I'."'· Read; Va. Battery (JmneR
City Arty.), Capt. L. W. Tiiehnr<lson; Ya. Battery (l\Iagrn<ler Arty.), Capt. T. Jeff. Page,Jr.
LONGSTREET'S DI\'ISION, l\Jnj.-Gcn. James Longstreet
(also in command of A. P. liill's diYision), Brig.Gen. Richarcl H. Anderson.
First Brigade, Brig.-Gen. ,James L. Kemper: lAt Ya.,
Capt. G. F. Norton; 7th Ya., Col. W. 'l'. Patton; 11th
Vn.,Capt. K. Otey; 17th Va., Col. l\I. D. Corse; 24th Va.,
Lient.-Col. Peter Hairston; Ya.Battery (LomlonnArty.),
Capt. Arthur L.Rogers. Briga,le loss: k,44; w,205; rn,
lG!i = 414. Second Brigade, Jlrig.-Gen. Richard H.A11cler
son, Col. l\lieah Jenkins: 2d S. C. (Riflc>s), Col. ,J. Y.
;\Joore; 4th S. C. (Battalion),l\Jaj. C. S. l\lattison; 5th f-.
l'., Lient,-Col.A. Jackson; Gth S. C., Col. John Bratton;
Palmetto (S. C.) Sharp-shooters, Col. l\Jicah Jenkins,
Lieut.-Col. JoReph "'alker. Brigade loss: k, 13G; w,
G38; rn, 13=787. Th irtl Brigade, Brig.-Gen. George E.
Pickett (w),Col. John n. Strange, C'ol. Eppa Hunton,
Col. John B. Str:mgi,: 8th Ya., Col. Eppa Hunton; 18th
Va., Col. R. E. Withers (w); 19th Ya., Col. John B.
f-trange; 28th Va., Col. Hollert C. Allen; 56th Va., Col.
W. D. Stuart. Brigacle loss: Ir, 72; w, 5G3; ID, rn = G54.
Fourth Brigade, nrig.-Gen. Caclmns 1\1.""ilrox: 8thAla.,
Lin1t.-Col. Y. L. TioyRton (W); 9th Ala., l\Iaj. J. II. J.
Williams, Capt. J. JI. King (w); 10th Ala., Cul. J. J.
Woodward (k), l\Inj. J. II. Caldwell (w); 11th Ala.. Lieut.
Col. S. F. Hale (,v), Capt. George Field (w); Ya. Battery
(Thomas Arty.), Captain E<lwin J. Anderson. Brigade
loss: k, 229; w, 806; m, 20=1055, FiJ1h Brigade, B1·ig,-

THE OPPOSING FORCES IN THE SEVEN DAYS' BATTLES.
Gen. Roger A. Pryor: 14th Ala., Lieut.-C'ol. D. ,,·.
Baine (kJ ; 2d Fla., Col. E. A. Peny; 14th La., Col. Z.
York; 1st La. Battalion, Lieut.-Col. G. Coppens , 3d Va.,
Lieut.-Col. J. \". Scott (W); La. Battery (DonaldsonYille
Arty.), Capt. Victor l\1aurin. Brigade loss: k, 170; w,
681; m, 11= 862. Si:rth Brigade, :Srig.-Gen. ""infield S.
Featherston (W); 12th l\Iiss., l\Iaj. W. H. Lilly (w), Capt.
S. B. Thomas; 19th l\Iiss., i\Iaj, John l\Iullins (W); 2<1
l\Iis�. Battalion, Lieut.-Col. John G. Taylor (kJ; Ya. Bat
tery (3d Richmond Howitzers), Capt. Benjamin II.
Smith, Jr. Brigade loss: k, 115; w, 543; m, 9=667.
Artillery: La. Battalion (Washington Arty.), Col. J. E.
Walton; Va. Battery (Lynchburg Arty.), Capt. James
Deming; Ya. Bat'y (Dixie Arty.), Capt.\\". H. Chapman.
HUGER'S DlYISIOX, l\laj.-Gen. Benjamin Huger.
SecondBrigade, Brig.-Gen. \Villiam l\lahone: 6th Ya.,
Col. G. T. Rogers; 12th Ya., Col. D. A. Weisiger; 16th
Ya., Lieut.-Col. Joseph H. Harn; 41st Va., Lieut.-Col.
William A. Parham (w); 49th Va., Col. ""illiarn Smith;
,·a. Battery (Portsmouth .Artillery), Capt. Carey F.
Grimes; Ya. Battery, Capt.. l\I. N. l\Ioorrnan. Brigade
loss: k, 66; w, 27!; rn, 12!= !6!. Third Brigade, Brig.
Gen. Ambrose R. Wright: 4!th Ala., Col. James Kent; �!l
Ga., l\Iaj. J. R. Sturges (kl, Capt. R. B. Nisbet; !th Ga.,
Col. George Doles: 22<1 Ga., Col. n. ll. Jones, l\Iaj.
.loseph Wasden; 1st La., Lieut.-Col. W. R. Shivers (w),
Capt. l\I. Nolan; Va. Battl'ry, Capt. Frank Huger.
Brigade loss: k, 93; w, 433; rn, 90 = 666. Fourth B1·igade,
Brig.-Gen. Lewis A. Armistead: 9th Ya., Lieut.-Col.
James S. Gilliam; Hth Ya., Col. James G. Hodges; 38th
Va., Col. E. C. Edmonds; 53d Ya., Capt. William R.
Aylett, l\Iaj. George 111. Waddill, Capt. R. W. ll[artin, Col.
H. B. Tomlin; 57th Va., Lieut.-Col. ""adfly T. James; 5th
Vu. Battalion,Capt. William E. Alie�·; Ya. Battery (Fau
quier Arty.), Capt. RolJert l\I. Stribling; Ya. Batten·,
Capt. William H. Turner. Brigade loss: k, 51; w, 281;
Ill, 69=401,
HILL'S (LIGIIT) mnsrox (attached to Lougstreet's com
mandJune 29th-JulJ" 1st), J\Iaj.-Gen. Ambrose P. Hill.
FirstBrigade, Brig.-Gen. Charles W. Field: 40th Ya.,
Col. J. 111. Broekenbrough; 47th Va., Col. Robert JI.
l\layo; 55th Ya., Col. Francis J\Iallory; G0th Va., Cul.
Willia111 E. Sta1·kc (w), Lient.-Col. B. H. Jones, Col.
William E. Starke, Itiaj. J. C. Summers. Brigade loss:
k, 78; w, 500; m, 2 = 580. Seeond B1·igade, Brig.-Gen.
l\Iaxcy Gregg: 1st S. C., Col. D. H. Hamilton; 1st S. C.
(Rifles), Col. J. Foster J\Iarshall; 12th S. C., Col. Dixon
Barnes (W); 13th S. C., Col. O. E. Edwards: l!th S. C.,
Col. Samuel llI<"Gowan. Brigade loss: k, 152; w, 773;
m, 4 =929. ThirdB1·igade, Brig.-Gen. Joseph R. Ander
son {w), Col. Edward L. Thomas: 14th Ga., Lient.-Col.
Robert W. Folsom (w) ; 35th Ga., Col. Edward L.
Thomas (w): 45th Ga., Col. Thomas Hardeman (W) ;
49th Ga., Col. A. J. Lane {w); 3d L:1. Battalion, Lieut.
Col. Edmnml Pendleton. Brigade loss : k, 62: w, 300; rn,
2 =364 (estimated). Fourth Brigade, Brig.-Gen. L. O'B.
Branch: 7th N. C., Col. Reuben P. Campbell {k), Lieut.
Col. E. Graham Haywood (w), lllaj. J. L. Hill; 18th N.
C., Col. Rohert II. Cowan; 28th N. C., Col. Jamns
ll. Lane; 33d N. C., Lieut.-Col. Robert F. Hoke; 37th N.
C., Col. Charles C. Lee (w), Lient.-Col. William l\I.
Barbour. Brigade loss : k, 105 ; w, 706; m, 28= 839.
Fifth Brigude, Brig.-Gen. James .T. Areher: 5th Ala.
Battalion, C'a))t. A. S. Van de Graaf (w) ; 19th Ga.,
Lieut.-Col. Thomas C. Johnson (k); Jst Tenn., Lieut.
Col. J. C. Shackelforcl {k); 7th Tenn.. Col. John F.
Goodner (W); l!th Tenn., Col. W. A. Forbes. Brig-ade
loss: lr, 92; w, 443=535. Si:rtli Brigade, Brig.-Gcn.
William D. Pender: 2<1 Ark. Batta.lion, l\laj. W. N.
Bronaugh (k); lGth N. C., Lieut.-Col. John S. l\IcElroy;
22d N. C., Col. James Conner (w), Lient.-Col.R. II. Gray;
3!th N. C., Col. Richard H. Ridillek (w); 38th N. C., Col.
William J. Hoke (W); 22d Va. Battalion, Capt. J. C.

317

Johnson.
Brigade loss: k, 130; w, 692=822 (ap11roxi
°
mate). Artillery, Lieut.-Col. Lewis J\I. Coleman : l\Jd.
Battery, Capt. R. Snowden Andrews; S. C. Battery
(Germau Arty.), Capt. ""illiarn K. Bachman: Vu.
Battery (Fredericksburg Arty.), Ca))t, Carter l\I. Brax
ton; Va. Battery, Capt. ""illiam G. Crenslrnw; Ya.
Battery (Letcher Arty.), Ca]lt, Greenlee DaYhl�,m; Va.
Battery,Ca]lt, JiarmadukeJohnson; l\Iasters'sBattery,
Capt. L. l\JaHters; S. C. Battery (Pee Dee Arty.), Ca))t.
D. G. l\Icintosh; Ya. Battery (Pm<"ell Arty.), Capt. W.
J. Pegram. Artillery loss: k, 12; w, 96= 10S.
HOL)IES'S ll!YISION, l\laj.-Gen. Theophilus IT. Holmes.
Seeond Brigade (temporarily attachcrl to Hnger's
diYisionJ, Erig.-Gen. Hohert Ransom, Jr.: 24th N. C., Col.
\Yilliam J. Clarke; 25th N. C., Col. Henry l\I. Rutledge;
26th :N. C., Col. Z. B. Yance; 35th N. C., Col. l\I. W. Ran
son (W), Lieut.-Col. O. C. Petway (kJ; 48th N. C., Col.
Robert C. Hill; !9th N. C.,Col. S. D. Ramseur (w). Bri
gade loss: 1,, 95; w, 453; m, 76= 62!. Third Brigade,
Brig.-Gen. Junius Daniel: 43d :N. C., Col. T. 8. Kenan;
45th N. C., Lieut-Col. J. II. l\Iorehend ; 50th N. C., Col. l\I.
D. Craton; Ya. Cavalry Battalion, l\Iaj. Etlgar Bur
roughs. Brigade loss: k, 2; w, 22= 24. Fourth Bl'igade,
Brig.-Gen. John G. Walker, Col. Vau H. J\lanning: 3d
Ark., Col. Yan H. �fanning; 2d Ga. Battalion, l\Iaj.
George W. Ross; 27th N. C., Col. John R. Cooke; 46th N.
C., Col. E. D. Hall; 30th Va., Col. A. T. Harrison; Ya.
CaYalry Company, Ca))t. Edward .A. Goodwyn. Brigade
loss: w, 12. Artillel'y, Col. James Deshler: Va. Battery,
Capt. James R. Branch; N. C. Battery, Capt. T. II,
Brem; Ya. Battery, Capt. DaviclA. French; Ya. Battery,
Capt. Edward Graham. Artillery loss: w, 17.
WISE'S C03DIAXD (temporarily attached to Holmcs's
Division), Brig.-Gcn. Henry A. Wise; 26th Ya., Col. P.R.
Page; !6th Ya.,Col. R. T. W. Duke; Ya. Buttery, Capt.
W. G. Andrews; Va. Battery, Capt. J. H. Rives.
RESERVE ARTILLERY, B1·ig.-Ge11. 1Yilliam N. Pendleton.
Fil'st ,a. A1·tillery, Col. J. Thompson Brown: \\"illiamH•
JJnrg Artillen·, Capt. John .A. Coke; Richmond Fayette
Arty., Lieut.William I. Clopton; Watson's Battery, Capt.
David "'atson. Loss: w, 1.
,JOXES'S BATTALIOX (temporarily attached to D. H. Hill's
Division), l\Iaj. Hilary P. Jones: Ya. Battery, Capt. P.H.
Clark; Ya. Battery (Orange .Arty.), Lieut. C. W. Fry; S.
C. Bat'y, Capt. A. Burnet Rhett. Loss: k,:;; w, 24=29.
Fil'st Battalion (Sumll'I'), Artillery, Lieut.-Col. A. :C::.
Cutts: Ga. Battery, Capt. James Ap B!Mkshear; Ga.
Battery, Capt. John Lane; Ga. Batter�·. Capt. Jolm V.
Price; Ga. Batten", Capt. H. l\I. noss; Ga.Battery (Reg
ulars), Capt. S. P. Hamilton. Loss; k, 3; w, 6=9. See
Oll(l Rattalio11, l\Iaj. Charles Rkhardson: Va. Battery
(Fluvanna Arty.), Capt. John J. Ancell; Ga. Battery,
Capt. John :Milledge, Jr.; Ya. Battery (Ashland Arty.),
Lieut.James Woolfolk. Loss: k,l; w,4=5. Tbi1·dBat
talio11, l\Iaj. William Nelson: Ya. Battery (Fluvanna
.Arty.), C'apt. Charles T. Hnekstep; Va. Battery (Amherst
Arty.), Capt. Thomas J. Kirkpatrick; Va. Battery (l\Ior
ris .Arty.), Capt. R. C. 111. Page. Loss: k, 1; w, 1=2.
CAVALRY, Brig.-Gen. James E. B. Stuart: 1st N. c.,
Lient.-C'ol. James B. Gordon, Col. Lawrence S. Baker;
1st Va., Col. Fitzhugh Lee; 3d Ya., Col. Thomas F. Goode;
4th Va , Capt. F. W. Chamherlaymi; 5th Ya.. Col.
Thomas L. Rosser; 9th Va., Col. W. H. F. Lee , 10th Ya.,
Col. J. Lucius Davis; Ga. Legion, C'ol. Thomas R. R.
Cobb; 15th Va. Battalion, J\Iaj. J. Critcher ; Hampton 1S.
C.l Legion (squadron), Capt. Thomas E. ScreYen; Jeff
DaYis -(Miss.) Legion, Lieut.-Col. "'· T. l\Iartin; Stuart
Horse Artillery, Capt. John Pelham. Cavalry loss (in
complete): k, 5; w, 26; m,40=71.
Total Confederate loss (approximate): 3286 killell,
15,909 wounded, and 940 ea))tured or missing-= 20,135.
The strength of the Confederates is not officially stated,
hut it prohablr ranged from 80,000 to 90,000 effectives .
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HANOVER COURT HOUSE AND GAINES'S MILL.
BY FITZ JOHN PORTER, l\IAJOR-GE�ERA.L, U. S. V.

U

NDER the direction of General McClellan certain measures for the protec
tion of the right fl.auk of the army iu its advance upon Richmond were
put in my hauds, beginning simultaneously ·with the march of the army from
the Pamunkey. J Among these were the clearing of the enemy from the
upper Peninsula as far as Hanover Com·t Honse or beyond, and, in case Gen
eral l\IcDowell's large forces, then at Fredericksburg, were not to joiu us,
the destructiou of railroad and other bridg·es over the South and Pamunkey
rivers, iu order to prevent the enemy in large force from getting into our
rear from that direction, and in order, fm·ther, to cut the Virginia Central
Raihoad, the one great line of the enemy's communications between Rich
mond and Northern Virgiuia.
A portion of this duty had heen accomplished along the Panrnnkey as far
as was deemed prudent by Colonel G. K.Warreu's forces, posted at Old Church,
when on the 26th of l\Iay, preparatory to an immediate advance upon Rich
mond, General McClellan directed me to complete the duty above specified,
so that the enemy in Northern Virginia, then occupying the attention of
l\IcDowell, Banks, and Fremont, could not be suddenly thrown upon our
flank and rear nor otherwise strengthen the enemy in Richmond. I was
allowed to adopt my own plans, and to select such additional forces as I
deemed necessary.
J The army left its camp at White House Land- and 24th Davidson's brigade of Smith's division
ing, on the Pamunkey, May 17th to 20th. The occupied l\Iechanicsville after a brief encounter
6th Corps, under Franklin, advanced along the with a Confederate column of Magruder's com
north bank of the Chickahominy, and on the 23d mand, under General Paul J. Semmes.- EDITORS.
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At 4 A. l\I. on the 27th General G. "\Y. l\Iorell, cornruanding the division consisting of J. H. l\fortindale's, Daniel Butterfield's, and James l\foQuade's
brigades, marched from New Bridge preceded by an advance-guard of two
regiments of cavalry and a battery of artillery under command of General
W. H. Emory. At the same hour Colonel "\Varreu with his brigade moved
from Old Church. Cavalry under General George Stoneman and regular
infantry under General George Sykes followed at a later hour, to protect
our left flauk and rear. The first two commands were to fall upon the
enemy, who I had reason to believe were camped in strong force near
Hanover Court Honse. The first cornmarnl, nncler my immediate direction,
wns to take the enemy in front, while Colonel "\Varren, taking the road along
the Pamnnkey, was to fall upon him in flank and rear. In a, pelting
storm of rain, through deep mud aucl water for about 14: miles, the com
mand struggled and pushed its way to Peake's Station on the Virginia
SCA\..'i:. Or, M\.\.'i:.S
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)!AP OF THE UPPER CillCKAHO�IINY AXD NEIGHBORING COUNTRY. (FOR HANOVER COURT HOUSE, SEE J\IAP, P. 272.)

During thP. battles of l\Iechnniesville and Gaines·�
l\Iill. the Union army, except Porter's corps and the
carnlry engaged in protecting McClellan's rig-ht flank
an<l communications, was po:,;tcd on the sonth side of
the Chickal10miny behind the line of intrenchments here
shown. The diYisionR of Long:�trcet and the two Hills
who lrnd confronted l\IcClellan were withdrawn, iu order

to unite with Jackson's three <livi�ions (coming from the
Shenan<loah> in the attack in force upon Porter's corps
at Gaines'8 l\Iill. l\fagrmler's an<l Hng-cr's <livisiou� were
left to cngng-e the attention of Sumner, Ke.rel", Heint
zelwau, au<l Franklin. The attack of Lee's six divisions
fell upon Porter's corps, which was rceuforeed during
the battle by Slocum's three brigades of Franklin.
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Central Railroad, 2 miles from
Hanover C01ut Honse, where we
came in presence of the enemy.
At once a force of infantry
(Colonel C. A. Johnson's �5th
New York Volnnteers and Ber
dan's Sharp-shooters), protected
by artillery, was sent forward to
hold the enemy in check, pend
ing the arrival of Morell, who
was slowly pushing along the
swampy roads. Cavalry and
artillery were sent to the left
along the Ashland road, to gnard
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PROFESSOR T, S. C. LOWE OBSERVIXG THE
BATTLE OF SEVEN PISES Fl!O.U UIS BAL
LOOX "INTREPID," ON THE NORTH
SIDE OF THE ClllCKAllO�llNY.

our flank and destroy the railroad
and telegraph at the crossing.
On Martindale's arrival he was
sent in support of this force, and
with it soon became engaged
with very persistent opponents.
Butterfield ,Yas sent to the front,
where, deploying in line, he
moYed rapidly npon the enemy,
put them to flight, and captured
1
/
I . '\
many prisoners and one cannon
· I 1//
.,
,'
! . , '. / r:
and caisson.
P..EPLENISIIING THE GAS OF PROFESSOR LOWE'S )IILITARY
As the enemy gave way, the
B.iLLOOS "INTREPID." FRO)! PHOTOGRAPHS.
troops were pnshed on toward
Hanover Conrt Honse in pnrsnit of the fleeing foe and to strike their camp,
which I had been informed was near by, bnt which was found abandoned.
Suddenly the signal officers notified me of a large force attacking our flank
and rear, and especially the troops nuder l\Iartindale. At once the infantry
were faced about, and at donble-qnick step hastened to the aid of their
imperiled comrades. 1\:IcQuade's brigade, on arnvmg opposite the contend
ing forces, moved in line to the attack. Butterfield, now in rear as faced
•

I

I

\

f,

*

*ColonelAuchmnty,ofNewYorkCity, who made
many ascensions by this balloon from the camp near
Doctor Gaines's before the battle, says that the
Confederates had a ·whitworth gun at Mi's. Price's,
on the south side of the Chickahominy, with which

they would fire at the balloon. '!'he usual height
of observation was 1000 feet; and when lower
than 300 feet high the balloon was within range
of this gun. General Porter made no fewer than
a hundred such ascensions.- EDITORS.
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Tilrs ,fow iR from the eri�t. aml the. retrent is in tile ,Urectlon of the lllecha11ics,ille B1·itlge.

about, pushed his brigade through the woods and fell with Yigor upon the
enemy's flank. The united attack quickly routed the enemy, inflicting
heavy losses in killed and wounded and prisoners. t
Wanen, gl'eatly delayed by mnddy roads, swollen streams, and the work
of building bridges, arrived about 3 P. JU., at the close of the first battle, and
was sent northward in pursuit of the enemy, and .to destroy bridges and
boats on the Pamunkey. He, with Rush of the 6th Pennsylvania Cavalry,
captm·ed a company of North Carolina infantry just before reaching the
wagon road bridge, which they destroyed. Night put an encl to the contest.
The succeeding day was occupied in gathering in the results of onr victory
and in pushing the troops to Ashland, destroying two of the enemy's rail
road trains, abandoned camps, and railroad and other bridges OYer the
Pamunkey and South Anna, and injuring the railroad tracks-it having
been decided at ,Vashington that l\IcDowell was not to join us, and that a
large portion of his command bad been ordered to Northern Virginia in
pul'Suit of Jackson, then on a raid into the Shenandoah Valley. Our move
ment had caused the rapid retreat to Richmond of General Joseph R. Ander
son's command, thereby releasing l\IcDowell's command for active operations
in Northern Virginia, as well as opening the way for him to join us. The
destruction of the railroad bridges was accomplished by Major Lawrence
'\Villiams, 6th U. S. Cavalry, who, while on the South Anna, fell in with some
of l\IcDowell's scouts, who were hourly looking for the advance of their col'ps.
McClellan joined me on the battle-field, and was well pleased with the results
of our labors. Besides the destruction of the bridges, trains, etc., we were in
possession of a large nnmher of arms and one cannon, of some 730 prisoners,
.t, The affair at Hanover Comt House was with the brigade of General L. O'B. Braneh, who says in
his report that he eoutencled against odds in the hope that Confederate troops would come to his
assistance. His loss was 73 killed and 19� wouudecl.-EDITORS.
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and had buried some 200 killed. By General l\IcClellan's directions we returned
to our camp on the 29th of l\Iay.
This was the first occasion that the corps had had to show its good qualities,
all being in action at once. The behavior of the officers and men showed
the benefit of the good training before -·washington, during the fall and winter
of 1861, given by the:iJ: brigade and regimental commanders. The regiments,
without exception, behaved most gallantly.
On our return to camp all rejoiced at the success of our mission in secur
ing for a reasonable time our flank from injury and preparing the whole army
for a rapid advance on Richmond, and also by rendering l\IcDowell's presence
unnecessary for the defense of Washington, gi ,,ing the War Department the
opportunity of sending his corps by water to join ns. If that had been done,
none of the enemy could have been detached from Richmond to threaten
Washington, and his forces in Northern Virginia would haYe been called to
defend Richmond. But a mightier power interfered, and through years of trial
and sufferings delayed the happy victory we then hoped was in our hands. !
After the battle of Fair Oaks, chu·ing the greater part of the m011th of June,
1862, the Army of the Potomac, under General l\IcClellan, and the Anny of
Northern Virginia, under General Lee, confronted each other, east of Rich
mond. The two armies were of nearly equal strength. [See foot-note, p. 187.]
l\IcClellan's forces, divided by the Chickahominy, were extended sonth of that

+ The Union loss at Hanover Court House was G2 killed;

223 woundecl; 70 missing= 355.-EDITORS.
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UNION ARTILLERY AT l\IECHANICSTILLE SHELLIKG THE CON"F'EDERATE WORKS SOUTII OF THE CHICKAIImllNY.

This sketch was made several days before the beginning of the Seven Days' Battles. The road to Richmond
crosses the stream by the Mechanicsville Bridge, the
half-dozen houses composing the town being to the left

of the ground occupied by the battery. It was by this
road that the troops of D. H. Hill's and Longstreet's
division crossed to join Jackson and A. P. Hill in the
attack upon the right of llfcClellan's army.
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stream, from New Bridge to White Oak Swamp, leaving north of the river
only the Fifth Army Corps. The Confederate troops faced the Federal army
throughout its length, from White Oak Swamp to New Bridge, and thence up
the right bank of the Chickahominy, covering the important crossings at
J\iechauicsville and l\feadow Bridge, north of the city.
South of the Chickahominy each army was secured against surprise in flank
or successful attack in front by that swollen stream; by marshy lands and
muddy roads; by redoubts studded with artillery and rifle-:-pits well manned,
all flanked or covered by swamps, tangled thickets, and slashed timber. Not
withstanding the apparent quiet, both armies were actively engaged in the
erection of those defensive works which permit large forces to be detached, at
opportune moments, for aggressive action, or for the defense of menaced
positions. rrhese preparations for offensive and defensive action, known
to both commanders, plainly impressed on each the necessity of guarding
against any errors in position, and the importance of preparing promptly to
take advantage of any opening in his opponent's line which promised results
commensurate with the risks involved.
It was apparent to both generals that Richmond could only be taken in one
of two ways: by regular approaches, or by assault.. An assault would require
superior forces, supported by ample reserves. It was equally apparent that
an attack could readily be made from Richmond, because that city's well
armed and manned intrenchments would permit its defense by a small
number of men, while large forces could be concentrated and detached for
offensiYe operations.
The faultr location of the Union army, divided as it-was by the Chiekahom
iny, was· from the first realized by General J\IcClellan, and became daily an
increasing cause of care and anxiety to him; not the least disturbing element
of which was the impossibility of quickly reenforcing his right wing or
promptly drawing it to the south bank. That this dilemma was known to so
intelligent and vigilant a commander as General Lee could not be clonbted;
and that it was certainly demonstrated to him by General J. E. B. Stuart's
dashing cavalry raid around the Union army, on June 14th, was shown in
many ways. [See page 271.] One evidence of it was his immediate erec
tion of field-works on his left, and his increasing resistance to the efforts of
Union scouts to penetrate into the roads leading to Richmond from the north.
This indicated that Lee was preparing to guard against the reenforcement
of McClellan's right, and also against information reaching us of Confederate
reenforcements from the north.
McClellan had been forced into this faulty position on the Chickahominy
and held there by the oft-repeated assurances that McDowell's corps of 40,000
men, then at Fredericksburg, would be advanced to Richmond and formed on
his immediate right, which would make that wing safe. � On the 27th of l\1ay,
nuder promise that McDowell would join him at once, McClellan cleared his
front of all opposition to his rapid march, by operations at Hanover Court
.l> See Stanton's Jett.er of May 18th: "You are instructed to cooperate so as to establish this communication as soon as possible, by extending your right wing to the north of Richmond."-F. J.P.
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House. If McDowell had joined McClellan then, it would have resulted in
the captm·e of Richmond. That junction could also easily have been brought
about immediately after the battle of Fair Oaks, and even then Richmond
could have been taken. But the Confederate authorities so skillfully used
Jackson, in the Valley of Virginia, as to draw off l\IcDowell; while the
fears of the Administration, then aroused for the safety of \Vashington,
together with a changed policy, caused him to be held back from the Army
of the Potomac ; and, although orders were several times issued requiring
McDowell to unite with l\lcClellau, and assurances were given as late as June
26th that he would so unite, yet he never arrived, and the right wing of
McClellan's army, then left exposed, became the object of attack. l\IcClellau
saw the coming storm, and guarded against it as best he could. Realizing the
faultiness of his position, resulting from l\lcDowell's withdrawal to the north,
he desiTed to correct the error by changing his base from York River to the
James, where he could be easily reeuforced, and from which point his com
munications would be safe. This change could not he made so long as
l\IcDowell's advance ,Tas to be expected, nor in any eYent could it be effected
without great risk to the safety of his own army in the face of a vigilant
and active foe, and without seriously jeopardizing the success of the cause to
which he was devoting all his energies. He, however, secured hy careful
examination full information of the roads and the character of the country
over which he would be obliged to move, if circumstances or policy should
require a change of base, and as early as June 18th sent vessels loaded
with supplies to the James River.
In the middle of June General l\IcClellau intrusted to me the manage
ment of affairs on the north hank of the Chickahomiuy, and confided to
me his plans as well as his hopes and apprehensions. His plans embraced
defensive arrangements against an attack from Richmond upon our weak right
flank. \Ve did not fear the results of snch an attack if made by the forces
from Richmond alone; but if, in adclitiou, we were to be attacked hy Jack
son's forces, suspicions of whose approach were already aroused, we felt that
we should be in peril. But as Jackson had thus far prevented �IcDowell from
joining us, we trusted that l\IcDowell, Banks, and Fremont, who had been
directed to watch Jackson, would be able to prevent him from joining Lee,
or, at least, vrnnld give timely warning of his escape from their front and
follow close upon his heels.
With McClellan's approval, my command was distributed as follows:
General Geo. G. :l\leade's brigade of General Geo. A. l\lcCall's division of Penn
sylvania Reserves was posted at Gaines's house, protecting a siege-battery
controlling New Bridge; Generals John F. Reynolds's and Trnman Seymonr'f;
hriga.des held the rifle-pits skirting the east bank of Beaver Darn Creek
and the field-works covering the only crossings near Mechanicsville and
Ellerson's Mill. These field-works, well armed with artillery, and the rifle
pits, well manned, controlled the roads and open fields on the west bank
of that creek, and were concealed by timber and brush from an approaching
foe. The infantry outposts from the same divjsion, and their supports,
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west of Mechanicsville to 1\Ieadow Bridge, were instructed, if attacked or
threatened by snperior forces, to fall back by side approaches to the rear
of Reynolds, at the upper crossing, thus leaving the main approaches open to
the fire of their artillery and infantry defenders.
North from l\Ieaclow Bridge to the Pamnnkey Federal cavalry pickets kept
vigilant watch, and protected detachments who were felling timber in order
to obstruct the roads against the rapid march of any force upon the flank
or rear of the right wing.
· Cooke's cavalry, near Cold Harbor, guarded the right rear and scouted
toward Hanover Court Honse, while l\Iorell's and Sykes's divisions were con
veniently camped so as to cover the bridge-crossings and to move quickly to
any threatened point.
Such wns the situation on the 24th of June, when, at midnight, General
l\IcClellan telegraphed me that a pretended deserter, whom I had that clay
sent him, had informed him that Jackson was in the immediate Yicinitjr, ready
to unite with Lee in an attack upon my col.llmand. Though we had reason
to suspect Jackson's approach, this was the first intimation we had of his
arrival; and we could obtain from Washington at that time no further con
firmation of onr snspicions, nor any inforl.llation of the fact that he had left
the front of those directed to watch him in Northern Virginia.
Reynolds, who had special charge of the defenses of Beaver Dam Creek and
of the forces at and abo,·e l\Iechanicsville, was at once informed of the situa
tion. He prepared to give our anticipated visitors a warl.ll welcome. The
infantry division and cavalry commanders were directed to break camp at
the first sound of battle, pack their wagons and send- them to the rear, and,
with their brigades, to take specified positions in support of troops already
posted, or to protect the right flank.
On the �5th the pickets of the left of the main army south of the Chicka
hominy were pushed forward under strong opposition, and, after sharp fight
ing, gained considerable ground, so as to enable the Second and Third Corps
(Sumner's and Heintzelman's) to support the attack on Old Tavern which it
was intended to make next day with the Sixth Corps (Franklin's). The result
of the fighting was to convince the corps commanders engaged that there
had been no reduction of forces in their front to take part in any movement
upon our right flank.
Early on the 26th I was informed of a large increase of forces opposite Rey
nolds, and before noon the Confederates gave evidence of their intention to
cross the river at �Ieadow Bridge and l\Iechanicsville, while from our cavalry
scouts along the Virginia Central Railroad came reports of the approach from
the north of large masses of troops.
Thus the attitude of the two armies toward each other was changed. Yes
terday, l\IcClellan was rejoicing over the success of his advance toward Rich
mond, and he was confident of reenforcement by l\IcDowell. To-day, all the
united available forces in Virginia were to be thrown against his right flank,
which was not in a convenient position to be supported. The prizes now to be
contended for were: on the part of l\IcClellan, the safety of his right wing,
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TIIE UNION DEFENSES AT ELLERSON'S )IILL.

FRO)l A SKETCH MADE AT THE TDIE.

protection behind his intreuchments with the possibility of being able to
remain there, and the gain of sufficient time to enable him to effect a, change
of base to the J nmes; on the part of Lee, the destruction of :McClellan's right
wing, and, hy drawing him from his intrenchments and attacking him in
front, the raising of the siege of Richmond.
The morning of Thursday, June 26th, dawned clear and bright, giving
promise that the clay would be a brilliant one. The formation of the ground
south of the Ohickahominy opposite l\fechanicsvilie, and west to l\ieadow
Bridge, largely concealed from view the forces gathered to execute an evidently
well-planned and well-prepared attack upon my command. For some hours,
on our side of the river, all was quiet, except at l\Iechanicsville and at the
two bridge-crossings. At these points our small outposts were conspicuously
displayed for the purpose of creating an impression of numbers and of an
intention to maintain an obstinate resistance. We aimed to invite a heavy
attack, and then, by rapid withdrawal, to incite such confidence in the enemy
as to induce incautious pursuit.
In the northern and western horizon vast clouds of dust arose, indicating
the movements of Jackson's advancing forces. They were far distant, and we
had reason to believe that the obstacles to their rapid advance, placed in their
way by detachments sent for that purpose, would prevent them from making
an attack that clay. As before stated, we did not fear Lee alone; we did fear
his attack, combined with one by Jackson on our flank; but our fears were
allayed for a day.
General McClellan's desire to make the earliest and quickest movements at
that time possible, and his plans for the accomplishment of that clesiTe, as
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expressed to me, were substantially conveyed in the following dispatch of
June 23d from his chief-of-staff:
"Yom dispositions of your troops are approved by the commanding general. . . . If �-ou
are attacked, be careful to state as promptly as possible the number, composition, and position
of the enemy. The troops on this side will be held ready either to support you directly or to
attack the enemy in their front. If the force attacking you is large, the general would prefer
the latter conrse, counting upon your skill and the admirable troops under your command to
hold their own against superior numbers long enough for him to make the decisive movement
which will determine the fate of Richmond."

The position selected on Beaver Dam Creek for our line of defense was
naturally very strong. The banks of the valley were steep, and forces advanc
ing on the adjacent plains presented their flanks, as well as their front, to the
fire of both infantry and artillery, safely posted behind intrencbments. The
stream was over waist-deep and bordered by s,vamps. Its passage was
difficult for infantry at all points, and impracticable for artillery, except at
the bridge-crossing at Eller
son's l\Iill, and at the one
aboYe, near l\Iechanicsville.
Quite early in the clay I
visited General Reynolds,
near the head of the creek,
and had the best reasons
not only to be contented,
but thoroughly gratified,
with the admirable arrange
ments of this accomplished
officer, and to be encouraged
by the cheerful confidence
of himself and his able aud
gallant assistants, Seymom·
on his left, at Ellerson's l\Iill,
and Colonel Seneca G. Sim
mons and J\Iajor Roy Stone
in his front. Each of these
officers commanded a por
PLAN OF THE BATTLE OF BEAVER D.U[ CREEK, JU:\E 26.
tion of the Pennsylvania
under the
a, a, a. Approaeh of D. H. Hill and Longstreet from lU<'hrnond; b, b, b, Reserves - all
Approach of .A. P. Hill; e, e, e, Route of D. H. Hill to Old Corn Harbor,
command
of
the
brave and
the day after the battle, to join Jackson's attaek on Union right; d, d, d,
Route of A. P. Ilill to New Cold 11:ubor, to attack Union center; e, e, e,
able veteran, l\IcCall. These
Route of Longstreet to Dr. Gaines•�, to attack Union left. Of the :fi,e
Confederate brigades engaged in this battle, one (Ripley's) was at troops were about to engage
taeh<'cl to the division of D. H. Hill and came up as a reenforeernent
to Pender, who, with Field, Archer, and Anderson, were part of the in their first battle, and bore
division of A. P. Hill, his other two cliviRions, Greg-g- and Branch, be
ing held in reserve. The losse� in their hopeless att.acl{ fell chiefly upon themselves then, as they did
Archer, who made the first advance about 5 P. M., and later upon Pender on trying occasions imme
and Tiipley. Pegram's battery was hadly ent up, losing forty-se,en
men :ind many l10rses. On the Union side, l\Iartindale, Griffin, ancl diately following, with the
l\Ieade came u·p after the hattlc had begun, rcenforeing Reynolds ancl
Seymour. "\',hen :firing ceased, ahont 9 P. JII., Porter's troops l1eld their cheerful spirit of the volun
position; but .faekson's approach on their right flank compelled its
teer and the firmness of the
evacuation early in the morning.- EDITORS.
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veteran soldier - examples inspiring emulation in these trying "seven days'
battles."
Part of the general details proYionsly adopted was then ordered to be
followed, and subseqnently was enforced as near as practicable in all the
battles in ,vhi.ch my corps engaged: that under no circumstances should the
men expose themselves by leaving their intrenchments, or other coyer, merely
to pnrsue a repulsed foe; nor, except in uneven gronnd whieh would permit
the fire of artillery to pass well over their heads, was infantry or cavalry to
be posted in front of a battery, or moved so as to interfere with its fire.
Bnllet, shot, and shell were to be relied upon for both repulse and pursuit.
Sitting for hours near the telegraph operator at my qnarters, prior to the
attack, I listened to the constant and rapid "ticking" of his instrument, and
was kept informed, by the various intercommunicating messages at the head
quarters of the army, of the condition of affairs in front of the three corps
farthest to the left. Reports often came from them that the enemy's camps
seemed to be largely deserted, confirming the information that the enemy had
gathered in front of Franklin and myself. Yet, the following day, when I
called for aid to resist the fortes of Lee and Jackson at Gaines's J\.Iill, known
to be immensely superior to mine, the commanders of these three corps
expressed the belief that they were ahont to be attacked by bodies larger
than their own, and objected to detaching any part of their troops. [See
foot-note, p. 180.]
From the cavalry scouts of Colonel John F. Farnsworth, Stoneman, and
General P. St. George Cooke, whose forces stretched, in the order named, from
Meadow Bridge north to the Pamunkey, reports came that Jackson was
advancing slowly upon my flank. t I was also informed that the clepartnre
of Jackson from Northern Virginia was suspected, but not positively known,
at Washington; but that at this critical moment no assistance ·whatever conhl
be expected from that vicinity.
Perhaps at this time the Administration had been crippled hy its own acts,
and could not respond to General :McClellan's ealls for aid. Abont April 1st,
when our army began active operations in the field and recruiting should have
been encouraged, the enrollment of troops was ordered to be stopped. The
War Governor of Pennsylvania [Andrew G. Curtin] notably disregarded
this order. His foresight was afterward recognized at Antietam, where he
was able to render valuable assistance. In the mouth of June, however, the
policy had begun to change, and the troops in Northern Virginia were being
placed in charge of an officer [General Johu Pope] called to ,Vashiugton "to
take command of Banks and Fremont, perhaps :i\IcDowell, take the field
against Jackson, and eventually supersede JUcClellan." At the clay the order
.i, The outposts at l\Ieadow Bridge, the extreme Hnndley's Corner, at the crossing of Totopotomoy
western front of Porter's line, were attacked by Creek. The cavalry under General Cooke and Col
Confederates advancing from Richmond under A. onel Farnsworth moved with the main army, and
P. Hill, about noon on the 2Gth, and during the the force under Stoneman, consisting of cavalry
afternoon the columns under Jackson encountered and infantry, retired down the Pamunkey to White
the cavalry pickets on the Hanover Court House House Landing, and joined the force there under
road, six miles north of :Mechanicsville, and at General Casey.- EDITORS.
VOL. II.
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of assignment was issned, Jnne 27th, how(,jver, there was no enemy eon
fronting that officer-Jaekson having disappeared from. Northern Virginia,
and being in my front at Gaines's l\Iill.
About 2 o'eloek P. 11., on the 26th, the boom of a single eam1on in the
direction of l\Ieelurniesville resounded throngh our camps. This was the
signal which had been agreed npon, to mrnonnee the faet that the enemy
were crossing the Chickahominy. 'rhe enrtain rose; the stage was prepared
for the first scene of the tragedy. At once tents were struck, wagons packed
and sent to the rear to eross to the right bank of the Chiekahominy. The
seYeral divisions were promptly formecl, and took the positions to ,vhieh they
had previously been assigned. General McCall assumed eommand at Beaver
Dam Creek; l\Ieade joinod him, taking position behind Seymour; l\Iartinclale
and General Charles Griffin, of Morell's division, went, respectively, to the
right and rear of Reynolds; Butterfield was directed to support General
Cooke's, and snbseqnently l\Iartinclale's right, while Sykes was held ready
to move wherever needed. Reynolds and Seymour prepared for action and
eonconled their men.
Ahont 3 o'eloek the enemy, under Longstreet, D. H. and A. P. Hill, in
large bodies eorumeneed rapidly to eross the Chickahominy almost simul
faneously at l\Ieclmnicsville, l\Ieadow Bri«Jge, and above, and pnshed down the
left bank, along tho roads leading to Ben,ver Dam Creek. In aecordaneo with
dircet1011s previously giYen, the outposts watehing the access to the erossings
foll bnck after slight resistanee to their n,lready designated position on the east
hank of BoaYer Dam Creek, destroying the bridges as they retired.
After passing l\foclmnicsville the attacking forees were divided, a portion
taking the road to the right to Ellorson's l\Iill, while the larger body directed
their march to the left into the valley of Beaver Dnm Creek, upon the road
eovered by Reynolds. Apparently nnawnre, or regardless, of the great danger
in their front, this foree moved on with animation and confa1ence, as if going
to parade, 01· engaging in a sham battle. Suddenly, when half-way clown the
hank of the valley, onr men opened upon it rapid volleys of artillery and
infantry, whith strewed the road and hill-side with lrnnclreds of <load and
wounded, and drove the main body of the survivors back in rapid flight to and
beyond l\Ieehanicsvil]e. So rapid was the fire upon the enemy's lrndcllecl
masses elamberiug hack np the bill, that some of Reynokls's ammnnition
was exhanstocl, aml two regiments ,Yere relieYecl hy the 4th l\Iichigan and
14th New York of Griffin's brigade. On the extreme right a small foree of the
enemy seenrefl a foothold on the east bank, but it did no lrnnn, and retired
under cover of darkness.
The forces which ,Yore directed against Seymour at Ellerson's l\Iill made
little progress. Seymour's clireet and Reynolds's flank fire soon n,rrested them
and drove them to shelter, suffering even more disastrously than those who
had attacked Reynolds. Late in the afternoon, greatly strengthened, they
renewed tbe attack with spirit and energy, some reaching· tho borders of the
stream, hut only to he repulsed ,vith terrible slaughter, whieh warned them
not to attempt a renewal of the fight. Little depressions in the ground
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shielded many from our fire, until, when night came on, they all fell back
beyond the range of om· gnus. Night put an end to the contest.
The Confederates suffered severely. All night the moans of the dying and
the shrieks of the wounded reached our ears. Om· loss was only about 250
of the 5000 engaged, while that of the Confederates was nearly 2000 out of
some 10,000 attacking.;
General l\foClellan had joined me on the battle-field at an early hour in the
aftemoon. \'\!bile we discussed plans for the immediate future, influenced in
our deliberations by the gratifying results of the clay, numerous and unvary
ing accounts from our outposts and scouts toward the Panmnkey warned us
of the danger impending on the arrival of Jackson, and necessitated a
decision as to which side of the Chickahominy should be held in force. He
left me late at night, abont 1 A. �r. (June 27th), ·with the expectation of
receiving information on his anival at his own headquarters from the tenor
of which he wonlcl be enabled to decide whether I should hold my present
position or withdraw to a well-selected and more aclvantageous one east of
Gaines's l\Iill, where I could protect the bridges across the Chickahominy,
over ·which I must retiee if compelled to leave the left bank. He left General
Barnard, of the Engineers, with me, to point out the new line of battle in case
he should decide to withdraw me from Beaver Darn Creek. 'l1he orders to
withdraw reached me about 3 o'clock A. �r., and were executed as rapidly as
possible.
The position selected for the uew stand was east of Powhite Creek, about
six miles from Beaver Dam Creek. The line of battle was semicircular, the
extremities being in the valley of the Chickahorniny, while the intermediate
portion occupied the high grounds along the bank of a creek and curved
around past l\IcGehee's to Elder S,Yamp. Part of the front was covered by
the ravine of the creek. The east bank was lined with trees and underbrush,
which afforded concealment nnd protection to onr troops and artillery.
From the point where the line of the creek turns snchlenl,v to the east, the
front was a series of boggy swamps covered extensiYely ,,"'ith tangled brush.
Near l\IcGehee's and beyond, the ground, elevated and drier, was filled with
ravines swept by onr artillery and infantry, who were covered by depressions
in the ground. The high laud embraced within the semicircle -was cleared
ground, bnt undulating, and often, with the aid of fences antl ditches, giving
concealment and coyer, breast-high, to both infantry and artillery.
Before sunrise of the �7th the troops were withdrawn from Beaver Darn
Creek and sent to their new position east of Powhite Creek, destroying the
bridges across it after them.
Some batteries and infantry skirmishers, left as a ruse at BeaYer Dam
Creek, by their fire so fully absorbed the attention of the foe that onr pm·pose
J Union forces engaged, 11 regiments, G batter
ies. Confcclerate forces engaged, �l refiments,
S batteries.-F. J.P.
According to the official returns the total Union
loss at Mechanicsville was 3Gl, but little more
than that of the 44th Georgia alone (335). The

Confederate loss, exclusive of Field's and Ander
son's brigades and of the batteric;,;, is reportecl at
16S9. General Longstreet is quoted by William
Swinton as authority for putting the aggregate at
"between three and four thousaml." (" C,1mpnigns
of the Army of the Potomac," p. l-!5.)-EDITORS,

332

HANOVER COURT HOUSE AND GAINES'S MILL.

..

-"�
�
z

Cl
'-:

c,)

2 -=
� §

; 0
fj
..;
••
"f.'

§ -

,,

.,l

i0
;f�
�

�
�
8
�
�

g
6

'-:
,:b
c,.,

"-::\

-�
co
-;:::�
�
:§
� � :;: �
�1

t-

�

:::

c,) ::::::

r'lj is "';;I�

1

�

t�

L�➔ � .=
]�::.i

,1.J,

, l' ,11

1
l
1\1
i,\
l J

..-t

I

�

·- c:;
-

�

� Q

..,.

u �5
z � Q.)
� c:;�

� ]�

�

�

\....

00

·,

�

=.::

\\,/

,

./.{

i

\

..

]i
\�

::

�
�

:�, .\

�i

,

I
� ,,.1

11 l'
11

\I

t

�

'ti·

'::

a

c:,
.-i

. ·\ �
v· � E8

',1: '/�

�

� ;;

� ,:;,�
;...

suddenly and rap
idly to abandon
the intrenchments
seemed nnsuspect
ed. Bnt when they
onr
discovered
withdrawal, their
infan try pressed
forward m small
detachments, the
marn body and the
artillery being de
layed to rebnild the
bridges. Seymolff's
brigade, the last to
start,under its skill
ful
commander,
with Captain Jolm
0. Tidball's and
Captain Jarnes l\L
Robertson's well
managed horse bat
teries on its flanks,
kept the enemy at a
respectful distance
and enabled all,
horse, foot, and ar
tillery, wagons ancl
wounded, to reach,
with little loss, their
designated posts in
the new position;
my brave and effi
cient aide, Lieuten
ant S. M. Weld,
however, was taken
pnsoner.
The siege guns
were safely remov
ed by hand from the
works overlooking
New Bridge and
taken to the south
bank of the Chicka
hominy, where, pro
tected by Frank-
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lin's corps, they were posted and used with damaging effect npon the enemy
as they advanced that afternoon to attaek the left of our line.
Our nmY line of battle "TI"as 11·ell selected and strong, though long and requir
ing either more troops to man it than I had, or too great a thinning of my
line by the use of the reserYes. The east bank of the creek, from the valley
of the Chickahominy to its swampy sources, was eleYated, sloping, and tim
bered. The bed of the stream was nearly dry, and its --west bank gave excel
lent protection to the first line of infantry posted under it to rnceiYe the enemy
descending the cleared ,field sloping to it. The s,Yampy grounds along the
so1U'ces of the creek ,Yere open to our Yiew in front for hundreds of yards, and
were swept by the fire of infantry and artillery. The roads from Gaines's
l\Iill and Old Cold Harbor, along which the
enemy were compelled to advance, were
swept by artillery posted on commanding
ground.
Along the ground thus formed and close
to its border were posted the divisions
of l\Iorell and Sykes,-the latter on the
right; Captain A. P. Martin's l\Iassachn
setts battery between,-each brigade hav
ing in reserve, immediately in its rear, two
of its regiments. Sections or full batteries
of the diYision artillery were posted to
sweep the aYennes of approach, and the
fields on which these avenues opened.
,VhereYer possible and useful, guns were
})laced between brigades and on higher
ground, in front or rear, as judgment dic
-'l.\JOIT--<1E:SERAL FITZ JOH:S l'ORTER.
tated. The unemployed gnns were in re
FRO-'! ..\ PHOTOGRAPH.
reserve ,vith their divisions. Batteries of
Hunt's Artillery Reserve were in rear of the left, covered by timber from
view of the enemy, bnt ready to moYe at a moment's call, or from their
stand to pom· their irresistible fire into the enemy's face in case they broke
om· line.
l\lcCall's division formed a second line, near the artillery in reserve, in rear
of l\lorell, and immediately behind the woods on the left. Reynolds, the fiTSt
to leave Beaver Darn Creek, had gone to Barker's l\Iill to cover the approaches
from Cold Harbor and Dispatch Station to Grapevine Bridge; but, hearing
the battle raging on our left, and having no enemy in his front, while
Emory, of Cooke's cavah7, ,Yith artillery, was near at hand to do the duty
assigned to him, he hastened to join l\foCall, arriving opportunely in rear of
Griffin's left.
General Cooke was instructed to take position, with cavalry, under the hills
in the valley of the Chickahorniny-there, with the aid of artillery, to guard
onr left flank. He was especially enjoined to intercept, gather, and hold all
stragglers, and under no circumstances to leave the valley for the purpose of
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UNION

- CONFEDERATE.'

ll!AP OF THE BATTLE-FIELD OF GA}NES'S l\IILL, SHOWING APPROXBlATELY THE POSITIONS OF INFANTRY
AND ARTILLERY ENGAGED. (THE TOPOGRAPHY FROJI THE OFFICIAL l\IAP.)

At 2 o'clock P. M., nfter a sharp engagement between
Confederate brigadeA: A, A, Arnlerson (R. H.); B, Wil
cox; C, Featherston ; D, Pryor; E, Pickett; Z, Kemper; Gaines's l\Iill and New Cold Harbor, A. P. Hill made the
F, G, H, ,T, L, Y, line of A. P. Hill's six brigades at tho first severe attack on the Union center and left, and
openinµ; of the lmttlo, as follows: Archer, Field, Ander after two hours' fighting was repulse,l in such disorder
son (J. R.), Branch, Gregg, Pcnrl,·r; I, K, Hood and Law thatLonµ;street was ordered up to relieve the pressure
(Whiting's di\ision of J:iclr.�on's corps), replacing by a feint on the right, which he converted into an
Archer, Field, Andr>rRon; ]I[, N, 0, r, Jackson's old divis attack in force. TlmA, up to 4 o'clock, the Confederate
ion, as follows: FnlkerAon (3d Va.), Cunningham (2d Ya.), assault was mainly on the Union left center anfl left.
La.wton, aml Wirnkr; Q., R, S, Seymour, Trimhle, and .Ahont thi8 hour D. II. Hill's ,li,iRion got fully into action,
Elzey; '1', U, Y, W, X, lino at first: Ripley, Colquitt, and ,Jackson's corps (consisting of Ewell's, "'hiting'A,
RodeA, AmlerAon (G. B.), Garland. General directions and Jackson's divisions) was thrown in where nee,led
from the ,lireetion of 01<1 Cold Hnrhor. l\Iajor Dab
of approach nre indicate,l by dotte,l lines.
Union hatteries: 1, Allen: 2, 3, Wr>cden; 4, Martin; 5, ney, Jacl,sou's chief-of-staff, in a lPtter to GcnPral
5, 5, 5, EdwnrdR; G. Wee,l; 7, Tidball; 8, Kingsbury; 9, Hill, thns deserihe s. the movements of Jackson's corps:
Hoxanwr; 10, Upton; 11, 12, 13, 14, Kerns, E:1Rton, DP "The column," he says, "eame on the eastern extension
Hart, Cooper; 15, DiP<lcriehs, Knieriem, and Tyler; also of Gaines's l\Iill road at Old Cold Harbor, and, 11assin_g
Yoegelee, Smea,l, Port.er, and Robertson. Total, 124 the old tavern a little way, soon ran nfoul of l\IcClellan's
guns.
right wing-, with infantry and artillery in position.
Confederate batteries: JG, 17, 18, Longstreet's nrt.illery; Yonrdivision had tal,Pn the lead, mid heeame, therefore,
19, Braxton; 20, Pegrnm; 21, ,JolmAon; 22, Crenshaw; 23, the left of our whole line of hattle. Jackson put Ewell
Pelham ; 24, Brockenhrongh; 25, Carrington; 26, Court in position on your right. He seemed to think that A.
ney; 27, Bondurant; also other guns not here indicated. r. Hill was to drive the enemy into his corps. But in a
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coming upon the hill held by our infantry, or pass in front of our line on the
left. Stoneman's detachment of cavalry and infantry, miles to the north, was
no longer available. Fearing it might be cut off by Jackson, I sent Stoneman
word to make his way as best he could to ,Vhite House, and in proper time to
rejoin the army-wherever it might be.
Believing my forces too small to defend successfully this long line, I asked
General Barnard, when he left me, to represent to General l\IcClellan the neces
sity of reenforcements to thicken and to fill vacant spaces in my frout line.
He himself promised me axes. This was my first request for aid, but none
came in response. The axes did not arrive till near dark, and were use
less; but with the few obtained early in the clay from the artillery, and in
the little time at command, trees were felled along a small portion of om·
front, and barriers were erected, which were filled in with rails and knapsacks.
,Vhile withdrawing from Beaver Dam, I had seen, to my delight, General
H. ,V. Slocum's division of Franklin's corps crossing the river to my assistance.
l\IcClellau had promised to send it, and I needed it; it was one of the best
divisions of the army. Its able, experienced, and gallant commander and bis
brave aucl gifted subordinates had the confidence of their -well-trained soldiers.
They were all worthy comrncles of my well-tried and fully trusted officers,
and of many others on that field, subsequently honored by their countrymeu.
But to our disappointment, through some misunderstanding, the division
was almost immedintely recalled to Frnnklin. In response, however, to a later
call, it returned nt a time when it was greatly needed, and rendered invalu
able services.
I fixed my headquarters at first at the Adams house; but early in the bat
tle that locality became a bospitnl, nncl I advanced to the ,Vatts house, on
more elevated ground, whence I could see the greater part of the field and
communicate readily with all parts of it.
Thus far, it will be seen, all plans were defensive; I had reason to believe
that the enemy largely outnumbered me-three to one. Evidently it was
their plan and their policy to crush me, if possible. Their boldness and
little while the state of the firing convinced him that
Porter'didn't drive worth a cent,' and be bestirred him
self to let out bis full strength. Then it was that, after
ordering Ewell's advance, he wheeled on me and began
to give instructions about putting in his six other bri
g:tdes, which were then standing idle in the road by
which we had come. I sent them in from left to right en
echelon, each hriga<le to support its left-hand neighbor,
and to move to the sound of the firing. The strang<'st
dh·ergendes, l10wever, took place in eonseqnenee of the
coppices and woods n,ml lnek of guides. Law and llootl
kept the proper relation to Ewell's right, and thus
helped A. P. Hill's beaten division, attacked the cnemy's
center or left center, and about G P. �1. drove it in. But
Lawton, hearing too much by his own left, unwittingly
erosse<l Hood',; line of march and reenforeed Ewell-a
most timely Jlrovidence, for Ewelt's line was ahout clone
for. The 2d Virginia brigade seems to have borne
as much too far to the right, and at last, near sunset,
found themselves behind Longstreet's extreme rigbt,
the brigade of n. II. Anderson, whom they assisted in
driving the enemy. Tl1e 3d Virginia brigade brought
up behind Longstreet's left, passing uear Gaines's l\Iill,
and near sunset participated in the victory. The Stone
wall brigade, under Winder, bore too much to the left

a11d entered the fight on your right. Pickett's hrigatle,
heacletl by the 'Olcl lronsideH' (18th Virginia), broke
Porter's line just west of tlie W:ttts house." With regard
to this break, General Law, in a letter to tile Editors,
Rays: ""'!Ji ting's division covered the ground on which
J. R . .Anderson's, Archer's, and Fielcl'H brigades bad 11re
viously atta,cketl. "'e passed over some of these men as
we advanced to tile assault. We carried tile Federal
line in our front, amt Longstreet on our right, bringing
up bis reserves, again attacked and carrietl his front."
At the last and successful attvancc the line from left to
right was: Longstreet (.A11clerson, Pickett), "'hitmg
(Hootl aud Law), Jackson (Winder aucl Lawton), Ewell
(one or two hrigades), and I>. II. Hill (Hocles, Anderson,
and Garland). General Porf('r tilinks th<' first llreak in
his line was made by Hood from the direction indicated
on the map hy an arrow. Of tlie Union resc•rv<'s, l\Il-Call's
division was pnt in on the line of l\Imell,-except a
part of Tieynolds's brigade, which went to the assistance
of Warrf'n; Slocum's division also went to the left,- ex
cept Bartlett's bri1rndc, which was sent to the right of
Sykes aronncl the l\IcGehee house.
NoTE.-The map is incorrect in one regard: Long
street's right did not extend so far south as l\Iorell's left.
EDITORS.
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confidence, I might add incautiou, if not imprudence and rashness in
exposm·e and attack, confirmed my belief that at first they deemed the task
an easy one.
I, however, determined to hold my position at least loug enough to make
the army secure. Though in a desperate situation, I was not without strong
hope of some timely assistance from the main body of the army, with
which I might repnls · the attack and so cripple our opponents as to make
the enpture of Richmond by the main body of the army,
nuder l\IcClellan, the result of any sacrifice or suffering on
the part of my troops or of myself. I felt that the life or
death of the nrmy depended upon our conduct in the con
test of that clay, and that on the issue of that contest
clepenclecl an early peace or a prolonged, devastating war
for the Union cause could never be �·ieldecl Our brave and
intelligent men of aJl grades and ranks fully rea1izecl this,
and thousands of them freel�· offered up their lives that clay
to maintain the sacred canso which they hml -voluntar-ily
taken np arms to defend to the Inst extremity.
'fhe Confederates, under Longstreet and A. P. Hill, fol
?: lowing us from :l\Ieehanicsville, mo-ved cautiously by the
-7>;.
•//�'Y roads leading by Dr. Gaines's house to Re" Cold Harbor,
and hr � P. 11. bad formed lines of battle behind the crest
U:SIFOR)I OF TIIE 831>
1•E:s:s�nn:su oFBl'T- of the hills east of Powhite Creek.
These lines were parTE1:F1ELD's BRIGADE,
allel to ours, and extended from the Yalley of the Chicka)IUHELL's J.J1rn10:s,
rIFrn conrs.
hominy through New Cold Hnrbor around �Iorell's front, so
as nearly to reach "\Yanen's brigntle-tlie left of Sykes's di vision. At
Gaines's :\Iill, Colonel Thomas Cass's gallant 9th J.\Iassaclmsetts Volunteers
of Griffin's brigalle obstinately resisted A. P. Hill's crossing, and ,Yere so
successful in delaying his advance, after crossing, as to compel him to employ
large bodies to force the regiment back to the main line. Tbis brought on a
contest which extended to Morell's center and over Martin's front- on his
right-and lasted from l�:30 to near � o'clock-Cass and his immediate
supports falling back south of the swamps. This persistent and prolonged
resistance ga rn to this bnttle one of its well-knmn1 names. :l·
Another column of the enemy, D. H. Hill's, from BeaYer Dam Creek, and
Jackson's colnnm, from Xorthern Yirginia, "·ith which it hacl united, came
opposite my right front from the direction of Old Cold Harbor ancl deployed,
connecting ,,ith A. P. Hill's on the left and extending to our right beyond
J\IcGehee's. The ac1Ym1ce column of these troops came a little earlier than
those under Longstreet and A. P. Hill, but "ere more cantions and for some
hours not so aggressive. Believing that they were passing on dmru the
rin:r to intercept our communications, and thinking thnt I might strike
them to good advantage while in motiou, I nskecl permission to follow,

t

All the seYere battles in tl1is campaign began after noon: Reven Pines, 1 o'clock; )[echanicsville,
::: to 4; Gaines's 1Iill at l:?: 3ll; Savage's Station at 4; White Oak Swamp, 1:2 to 1; Glenda.le, 3 to 4,
l\Ialvern Hill after 1.-EDITORS.
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intending to attack with Sykes's division and Emory of Cooke's cavalry,
leaving l\Iorell and McCall to hold the other lines in check. Information, hmY
ever, soon poured in, convincing me that this force was larger than any I
could use against them, and that still larger forces were forming to attack onr
left and center. This compelled me to keep my troops united and under
cover, and also again to ask aid from the south bank of the Chickahominy.
J\'[y first message to General J\IcOlellan was not delivered, as already stated;
my second one Yrns responded to by the speedy anival of Slocum.!
Soon after � P. l\I., A. P. Hill's force, between us and N mY Cold Harbor,
again began to show an aggressive disposition, independent of its own troops
on its flanks, by aclv anc-ing from under cover of the woorls, in lines well
formed and extending, as the contest progressed, from in front of J\Iartin's
battery to J\'[orell's left. Dashing across the intervening plains, floundering
in the swamps, and struggling against the tangled brushwood, brigade after
brigade seemed almost to melt aYrny before the concentratell fire of our artil
lery and infantry; yet others pressed on, followed by supports as clashing nnd
as brave as their predecessors, despite their heavy losses and the dishearten
ing effect of having to clamber o-ver many of their disabled and dead, and to
meet their snrviYing comralles rushing back in great disorder from the deadly
contest. For nearly two hours the battle raged, extending more 01· Jess along
the whole line to our extreme right. The fierce firing of artillery and infan
try, the crash of the shot, the bursting of shells, and the whiizing of bullets,
heard above the roar of artillery and the volleys of musketry, all combined was
something fearful.
Regiments quickly replenished their exhausted ammunition by borrowing
from their more bountifully snpJJiied and generous companions. Some \"· ,ith
drew, temporarily, for ammunition, and fresh regiments took their places
ready to repulse, sometimes to pursue, their desperate enemy, for the purpose
of retaking ground from which Yrn had been pressed and ,,hich it ·was neces
snry to occupy in order to hold our position.
The enemy were repulsed in every direction. An ominous silence reigned.
It caused the inference that their troops were being gathered and massed for
a desperate and overwhelming attac-k. To meet it, om· front line was concen
trated, reenforcecl, and arranged to breast the avalanche, should it c-ome. I
again asked for additional reenforcements. French's and J\feagher's brigades,
of Sumner's corps, were sent forward by the c01m1rnrnling general, but did
not arrive till near dark.
At � P. l\I., when I took my station beyond the ,Vatts house, my anxieties
and responsibilities had been substantially relieved, at least so far as related
to the establishment of a line of battle, in which an engaged felt their power
to resist attack. At that time the practicability of onr defensive position, in
charge of troops having implicit confidence in each othel', had been demon
strated by the snccessfnl resistance for nearly two hours against the strong
-1- The forces in this battle were : Union, 50 regiments, �O batteries (several not engaged), in all
about 30,0 00 fighting men; Confederate, 1�9 regiments, 1!) batteries, in all about G5, 000
men.-F. J.P.
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C.-\PTUilE OF .-\B.D,D0),Ef> u:--1ox GUXS AT THE
8-\TTLE OF G.-\IXES'S JIILL.
FRO)! .-\ 81'ETCII ]!.-\DE .-\T THE TI)IE.

and persist0nt nttacks upon our eenter and right. The troops were well
shielded, with their reserYes within immer1iate eall. Commanders of ch-visions,
of brigades, and of batteries ,,ere in the midst of their men, all confident and
determined to hold their posts to the utmost, to resist and driYe back the
enemy, prepared to call np their reserves, replenish ammunition, and com
municate to me such needs as they could not fill, and furnish all necessary
information for my nction. They bad been left to their own judgment and
energy, to determine in what manner they could accomplish the best results
with the means at their command and with the least exposure.
From my post in advance of the "\Vatts house, the field in front of Sykes
was ·visible, and it was easily understood, by the sound of battle in the woods
and by the fire of the enemy in his advance and repulse, that the center and
left still remained solid and undisturbed. All available means were used by
which I could be kept informed so that I conld proYide, in the best possible
manner, for the many rapid changes and wants suddenly springing up. The
Prince de Joinville and his two nephews-the Comte de Paris and Due de
Chartres-and Colonels Gantt, Radowitz, and Hammerstein, from the com
nrnnding general's staff, joined me as Yolunteer aides. Each of these, with
my own staff, Locke, Kirkland, :Mason, l\Ionteith, and J\IcQuade, exposed them
sekes to clanger, not only quickly and cheerfully carrying eyery message, but
often voluntarily throwing themselYes where needed, to direct, to lead, to
encourage, and to rally.
During the greater part of the afternoon, D. H. Hill's troops, in detachments,
were more or less aggressive on the right. rrhe silence which followed the
repulse, already referred to, lasted but a short time. The renewed attacks
raged with great fierceness and fury, with slight intermission, along the most
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of om· front, till after five o'clock. Largo and numerous bodies of infantry
from the direction of Old Cold Harbor, under cover of artillery, directed their
attacks upon Sykes's division and l\Iartin's battery; others, from the west side
of Powhite Creek, were hurled in rapid succession against ::Martindale and
Butterfield. These furious attacks were successfully repelled, but were imme
diately renewed by fresh troops. l\IcCall's Pennsylvania Reserves, as needed,
were pushed as rapidly as possible into the woods, in support of Martindale
and Griffin, whose brigades for a long time bore the brunt of the attacks and
whose regiments were relieved as soon as their ammunition was expended.
All our positions were held against enormous odds, and tho enomy was driven
back by our fresh troops, snccessi-vely thrown into action. At each repulse
they advanced new troops upon our diminishing forces, and in such 11nm bors
and so rapidly that it appeared as though their reserves were inexhaustible.
The action extended along our entire line. At 4: o'clock, when Slocum
arrived, all our reserves were exhaustetl. His brigades ,vere necessarily sepa
rated and sent where most needed. Newton's brigade, heing in advance, was
led to the right of Griffin, there to driYe back the enemy :u1d retake ground
only held by the enemy for an instant. Taylor1s brigade filled vacant spaces
in l\Iorell's division, and Bartlett's was sent to Sykes, just in time to render
invaluable service, both in resisting and attacking.
On the right, near l\lcGehee's, the enemy captured one of our batteries, which
had been doing them great damage by enfilading their lines and preventing
their advance. They gained thereby a temporary foothold by advancing some
infantry; but, prompt to act, Sykes directed its recapture, and the 16th
New York,� with arms shifted to the right shoulder, and moving at a double
quick, was soon in possession of the prize, which again renewed its fire.
At times, the enemy on the right would gain an advantage, but in such a
case our infantry, supported by the fire of artillery, would move immediately
at a rapid gait and regain the lost ground. This occurred frequently in Sykes's
command and in the brigades serving near it, all of which were, more or less,
in exposed ground. Not less deserving of praise were the divisions of l\IcCall,
Morell, and Slocum in their stubborn resistance to the oft-repeated and deter
mined onslaughts of their assailants, who vastly outnumbered them.
About 6: 30, preceded by a silence of half an hour, the attack was renewed
all along the line with the same apparent determination to sweep us by the force
of numbers from the field, if not from existence. The result was evidently a
matter of life or death to our opponent's cause. This attack, like its prede
cessors, was successfully repulsed throughout its length. The sun had sunk
below the horizon, and the result seemed so favorable that I began to cherish
the hope that the worst that could happen to us would be a withdrawal after
dark, without further injury- a withdrawal which would be forced upon us
by the exhausted condition of our troops, greatly reduced by casualties, with
out food and with little ammunition.
} The men of this regiment wore on this field, for
the first time in battle, the white straw hats which
made them so conspicuous during the "Seven
Days." These hats were presented by :Mrs.Joseph

Howland, wife of the colonel. As the hats drew
upon them the particular attention of the enemy,
they were discarded after the retreat to the James
River.- EDITORS.
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As if for a final effort, as the shades of evening were corning upon us, and
the woods were filled with smoke, limiting the view therein to a few yards,
the enemy a,gain massed his fresher and re-formed regiments, and threw them
in rapid succession agniust om· thinned and wearied battalions, now almost
without ammunition, and with guns so foul that they could not be loaded
rapidly. In preparation for defent, should it come, I had posted artillery in
large force jnst in rea,r of our center and left, ready for any emergency- and
especially to he used ngainst a successful foe, even if his destruction in
volved firing upon some of our own retreating troops, as might have been
necessmy. The attacks, though coming like a series of apparently irresistib]e
avalanches, had thus far made 110 inroads upon our firm and disciplined
mnks. Even in this last attaek ·we successfully resisted, driving back our
assailants with immense loss, or holt1ing them beyond our lines, except in one
instance, near the center of 1\Iorell's line, where by force of numbers and under
cover of the smoke of battle our line was penetrated and broken; this at a
point ·where I ]east expected it. This was naturally the weakest point of our
line, owing to the closer proximity of the woods held by the enemy. Under
his cover they could form, and with less exposure in time ancl ground than
elsewhere, and launch their battalions in qnick succession upon our men. I
believed I had gnarclecl against the clanger by strongly and often reenforcing
the troops holding this part of the line. Here the greater part of McCall's and
Slocum's forces were n 'Od. Just preceding this break, to my great surprise, I
saw cavalry, Rush's La,ncers, which I recognize(l as ours, rushing in numbers
through our lines on the left, ancl canyiug off with sudden fright the limbers
of our artillerr, then prepared to pour their irresistible fire into a pursuing
foe. "\Vith no infaufry to support, all\l with apparent disaster before them,
such of the remainder of these guns ns could be moved ·wero ca.nied from
the field; some deliberately, others in haste, but not in confusion.
In no o�lrnr place was onr line peuetrntecl or shaken. The right, seeing our
disnster, fell back united and in orcler, hut were compelled to leave behind
two guns, the horses of which had been killed. The troops on the left and
center retired, some hastily, but not in confusion, often turning back to
repulse and pursue the advancing enemy.\ All soon rallied in rear of the
Adams house behind Srkes and the brigndes of French and l\Ieagher sent
to our aid, and who now, with hearty cheers, greeted our battalions as they
retired and re-formed. ,We lost in all twenty-two cannon; some of these broke
down while we ·were "·ithclrawing, and some ran off the bridges nt night while
we wel.'e crossing to the south bank of tbe Chicknhominy. The loss of the
guns was due to the fact that some of Cooke's ca,vnlry which Imel been directed
'\ \Ve are informed by Colouel Auchnmty, then
assistant adjutant-general of l\lorell's 1liYisio11,
that there was no numing or panic wheu the line
broke. The men fell back in small gronps, turn
ing aml firing as they went., arnl earrying many ot'
the wounded with them. On the crest of the hill
iu the rear of the line of hattle a stand was matle,
aml from that point regimental organizations were
preserved. Near the elose of the war Geueral

Griffin snill to Colonel Auehmnty that he regarded
Gaines's l\Iill as the hanlest-fought battle in his
experieuee.
'rhe same offieer informs us that aft.er the line
of battle had heen formed in the morning, and
while the attaek was momeutarily expeetetl, the
mail arrived from the North, and t.he newsboys
went aloug the line erying the New York and
Philadelphia papers.- EDITORS.
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RUIKS OF GAIXES'S MILL, LOOKIKG EAST.

FRO)I A PllOTOGRAl'l-1 )!ADE IX THE SPRDG 01> 1ss:; .

.At the time of the battle, this building was of five conflict was a mile farther to the south-enst, but the
stories. and was, it is said, one of the finest grist-mills ridge !'hown in the picture was tl1e scene of a most
in Virginia. The wooden structure, dovetailecl iuto g:-illaut resistance to the Confederate advance hy the
the ruins, now covers but one pair of hurrs. The mill !lth ::\Iassachn�etts regiment, acting as a rear-guard to
was not in.iured in the fight, Jmt was lrnrnC'd by Sheri- Porter's eorp�. The road to :New Cold Harbor and the
dau's cavalry in l\Iay, 1864, the fire exten<liug- to a dwell- battle-g-i·onu<l runs to the right.. Them ill-stream runs into
ing-house which stood just beyoncl the mill. The main Powhite Swamp, and thenee into the Chickahominy.

to be kept, under all circumstances, in the valley of the Chickahomiuy, hall
been sent to resist an attack of the enemy upon om· left. The charge, exe
cuted in the face of a withering fire of infantry and in the midst of om· heavy
cannonading, as well as that of the enemy, resulted, as should have been
expected, in confusion. The bewildered and uncontrollable horses wheeled
about, and, clashing through the batteries, satisfied the gunners that they
were charged by the enemy. To this alone I always attributed the failure on
our part longer to hold the battle-field and to bring off all our guns, with few
exceptions, in an orderly retreat. l\Iost unaccountably this cavalry was not
used to cover our retreat or gather the stragglel's, bnt was peremptorily
ordered to cross to the south bank of the river.* I never again saw their
commander.
At night I was called to General l\IcClellan's headquarters, where the
chiefs of corps, or their representatives, were gathered. The commanding
general, after hearing full reports, was of the opinion that the final result
would be disastrous if we undertook longer to bold the north bank of the
*See" Official Records," Vol. XL, Part II., pp. 43, 223, 273, 282.-:B'. J.P.
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river with my comllland in the condition in which it was left by a hard fight
and the loss of rest for two nights. In this opinion all concurred; rmcl I was
then instrncted to withdraw to the south bank and destroy the bridges after
me. The plans to lllove to the .James River were then explained, together
with the necessity for the movement, and the
orders were giYen for their execution. J
My coU1maud \\·as safely w·ithdrawn to the
south bank of tho 1iver, and the bridges "·ere
destroyed soon after sunrise on the �8th. t
The Prince de Joinville and his two neph
ews, the Comte de Paris and the Due de
Chartres, were on the field as volunteer aides
de-camp, actively engaged in encouraging the
men, canying messages, and performing other
duties of aides. Each of these officers was in
the midst of flying mnsket-balls, and was
liable· to be struck at any moment [see p.
18-!]. At one time the Comte de P�ris, re
garclless of himself, begged me to send his
uncle to General l\IcClellan with a message
which would at once and permanently remove
him from tho dangers of the battle, since the
family interests at stnke ,vm·e too important
to permit him to be so exposed. I had. hortly
before asked Colonel Thomas L. Gautt, another
of l\IcClellan's aide,·, to hasten to that general
and hnny up reenforcements, as om· lines
w·onlcl soon be broken. The danger ,-.,as now
imminent, nm1 I asked the Prince to cany the
same me, sage, telling him that he was selected
because of tho speed of his horse. He turned
as if to go, and I went to attend to tho field.
nRE\"ET �1.1JoR-r.E:rnn,u, Pmw· sT. GWnGE
Soon the Count returned, with tears in his
COUl,E. FllU. 1 .\ l'llOTOr.1uru.
eyes, and with ehoking utterance, expressive
of his care and affection, begged me a.gain to sencl away his nncle. rrhis also
I c1i,1. Scarcely ha.cl tho Prince left the second time w-I1en our cavalry fell
bark on us as I haye related, our lino was broken, and our artillery rendered
unserviceable. Tho Prince and Colonel Gantt afterward told me that they did
not leaYe, as I had directed, because all soomecl favorable to us, and they
1

)At Gaines's l\Iill the Union loss was: "Killed.
S0-!; ,rnnuded, :3107; missing, 2, 3G,-total,
GS37. Ou the Confederate side the losses of Jack
son, Ewell, Whiting, anll D. H. Hill were: Killed,
589; w-onnded, 2G71; missing, 2-!,- total, 32S4.
Of these, Whiting (i.e., Hoo,l's am! Law's brigades)
lost 1017. The losses of 1\. P. Ilill and Longstreet
for this battle arc not reportell separately, bnt a
safe estimate from their losses ill the campaign

would prohahly bring the total consiLlerably beyond
the Uuion loss, that of the killed and wounded cer
taiuly much higher. Almost the whole of two Union
regiments, the 11th Pennsyh·ania Reserves aud the
4th New Jersey, were captnred.-EDI'I'ORS.
t The lauding at White House and the railroad
south from Tunstall's station were ahaudoue,1, the
iufo.ntry alJll artillery emharking for Fort l\Ionroe,
and the cavalry marching to Yorktown.-EDITORS.
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thought I could not be in earnest or that I had greatly misjudged the sit
uation. This shows how suddenly the tide may turn in battle and on what
little incidents success may depend.
The forces anayed against us, and especially those which had thus far
been launched upon my command, were the chosen of Southern manhood
from l\laryland to Texas. No braYer or more spirited body of men was to be
found among the Confederates, or any who more strnngly believed in their
own invincibility. t Their general officers, from the chief clowu, had been
selected for earnest devotion to their cause, and well-earned reputation for
intelligent and energetic performance of duty in other fields. \Yith few
exceptions they had been my personal friends, and many of them my intimate
associates. In the varied relations to them as subaltern, as instructor, as
academical and regimental comrade, in social life, as competitor for honor
in war nnd in ganison life, and engaged in watc-hing those performing trying
duty in Kansas, Utah, and elsewhere, I learned to know them well and to
respect their decision under conviction of duty, when, to my regret, they left
the cause of the Union. Notwithstanding my friendship, my personal regard
for these old friends and former comrades, which never varied, it was my
duty to oppose them, when arrayed against the Union, to the utmost. At
the earliest moment, when separation ,nts attempted, and afterward, my
efforts were continuously diJ:ected against the success of their cause. One of
the results of those efforts ·was manifested on this battle-field. I wns enabled,
after great labor and care, to meet these friends and comrades in command of
men, than whom there could be none more intelligent, better diseiplinecl,
braver, more confiding in each other, and more determined on suceess. They
embraced soldiers from J\Iaine, :l\Iichigan, Illinois, Pennsylvania, New York,
and all New England-together with all the regular army, then at the East,
from all parts of the country. Their commanders were not excelled by those
iu any other corps in ability or experience; they had the highest confidence
in each other, in the army, and in their own men, and were fully competent
to oppose their able adversaries.
I have said we did not fear Lee alone at Beaver Dam Creek. Nor, though
anxious, did we fear the combined attack of Lee and Jackson at Gaiues's :Mill.
Defeat to us was necessarily great damage to them. Our flanks were secure
and could not be turned; though fewer in nmnbers, the advantages of our
position, combined with the firm discipline of our own brave men, overcame
the odds. Our adversaries were forced to meet us face to face. All clay they
struggled desperately for success, aud near night, after fearful destruction,
broke our line at one point, just nt a time when a most unforeseen mismanage
meut 011 our part aided to crown their labors with possession of the field.
Still, our confidence was not broken; and, as we shall see iu a succeeding
paper, under like circumstances victory crowned our arrns with success
against the same opponents, strongly reenforcecl, at J\falyern Hill.

t The known presence of President Davis aml General Lee, to oversee, direct, encourage, and urge, was
another influential power in favor of the Confederates in this movement.-F. J.P.

THE CHARGE OF COOKE'S CAVALRY AT GAINES'S l\IILL.
BY PHILlP ST. GEORGE COOKE, BREVET MAJOR-GENERAL, U. S. A.
" The Centnry " for June, 1 8 S5, there is au
INarticle
on the IJattle of Gaines's l\lill, signed hy

this c1talJ!e,l Porter•� troops to get oft' tile field. I am by
no menus alone in t he belief t hat, the e!Jn1·ge of t !JC cr1v
alry at Gainrs's l\Iill, on J1111e 27th, 1862, sared Fit:; Joh n
Fitz John Porter, in which appear singular error;:; Porter's corps from destnrctirm . . . . You did 11ot
of statement regarding the action of the " Cavalry direct yonr eommautl at once t o l'ross tile river. Tllerc
Reserve," affectiug also the eonduct and reputa. "·ere no frigl!te1ted men in yom vicini ty. AII tile fright
tion of it <'OlllHUUHler. He says [see p. 340 of the Cnl'<l men were far to your right ; ynu conlll not have
reached t he retiriug c·rowcl ; all(l if you eoulcl ha"c
pre,:ent volnme] :
�toppt·d tllcm, yun conl!l have done more tllnn Porter
" \Vo lost in all tweut,\· -t wo cauuon ; Rome of tile,e llimself clid !lo, a111l he waH mui<l�t tllcm. for T saw llirn.
hrolrn tlown wilile wo wei·e withclrawiug, an•l Rome ra1 1 Yonr comm:Hul, at least a pnt·t. of it, was t he vc•ry last to
oft' the hridgeR at uight whiln \\'C WPl'e Cl'OS8i11g t o tile crosH the river."
soutil h:rnk of t ile Chielrnilo111iuy. TilP. lo:;� of the gnus
was ,lnc to the fact that sornr of Cooke's <'avalr.r, wilich
It sbonl,l he observe<! that in the short extract
lutcl lJeen ,lireeled to IJC kept, nn!ler all !'ircnmstm,ecR,
in tile Ynlley of the Cllfrlrnllominy, had J.,een sPnt t o from " The Century,'' above, General Porter repeats
re1-ist a n ntt ncl, o f tile enemy upon our left. Tile ehnrge, the assertion that the cavalry caused the loss of
e:xe�nted in tile fal'o of a withering- firn of infant tT and the ( :3 :::l ) guus,- e mphasizes, m akes plainl"r, the
in t,llo mirlst of 0111· he,wy ,·annonn,ling n, well aR tllat meaning of the opening sentence : to the charge
of tile enemy. resn.lte<l, as Hhonl!l have hccn expccte,l,
in confusion. The 1Jcwilderctl ancl nncontmllahle !HirB<'R '' alone T always a ttributed the failure on our part
wlleeled about, ailll, <lnsllin � t llrongh the lJatt ('rics, snti� to longer hol<l the battle-field and to bring off <1ll
flcd the gunnel's tllat t hey were charged hy tile t•nemy. our gnus i n an or,lerly retreat. "
To this alone I alwnys attrilrntnl the fnilm·c on our pnrt
Captain "\V. C . "\Veede11, commanding Battery C,
lougPr to hold the lJnttle-fiel<l, arnl to bring oft' nil unr 1 st Rhode l slarnl Artillery, reports, Yol. XI. , Pt. II.,
guns [witll few exceptions )] iu nu ol'<lerlJ· l'Ct l'eat . l\loKt
unacconntablf t. his canlll'y was not nse,l to cover onr p. '.:l S '.:l, " Official Records," the loss of a seetion hy
rel.rent or gather the strngl!lers, lmt was peremptorily stre><s of the e nemy's n ttaeks ; the t wo other sec
ordcre,l to croHR to tile south bank of the ri\'er." [Foot• tions " heltl in support in rear of Gri ffin's briga,le "
note : " See • Otlieial I :ceor<lK,' Yu 1. XI., l'art I I ., J ,p. 43, opened fire ; " 'l'h e smoke ha,l Jille,l the whole ficl,l
223, 273, 282.- F. J. P."J
to the wootls, arnl it was impossible t o direct the
To silenee forevl"r the injtuious statements awl fit:c. Tho lmtteries were limbering t o the rear in
in sin nation of the last sentence, I give here evitlenee goo,! orckr " when, he says, the cavalry fugitives
of two witnesses who were present, and whose high rau through them, but h e 011ly lost one more piece
ebaraeter is known to all. l\lajor.G eneral ·wesley ' ' mired i n the woods." But General Griffin re
Merritt. , colonel Fifth Cavalry, snperintendeut port s that the artillery " opened fire npou the
United Stater- l\lilit::ny Aeailemy, writes me, April enemy advancing upon our left ; hut it was too
8th, 1 8 8 5 :
late ; o m· infantr,v bacl already begun t o fall back,
" Tile cm·alry rcmainNl, witll ,r on in immediate eorn and nothing being left to give confidence to the
mnncl, on that pol'tion of the field, nutil after midnight artilkrymeu, it was impossible to make them
OH the 27th of Jnnc, 1862. l t 111·ovi<lccl litter-bearern and
!n,ntern-!Jem·crs for our �urgcons who went O\'Or tile fiehl stand to thl"ir "·ork." Aud that was just when t he
of lJnttle, Rnccoring and att,•ndiug tile wounclefl. . . . cavalry did go in and give confidence to the three
The eavall'y was tile laRt force to leave tile fiel<l and to batteries on the left, and the saving work was do11e.
Cl'OSA thr, Chielrnllorniny,t and the briclge OU ""hicll it
I have examiued the '' Official Records " aml
cmsse,1. bet ween 12 midnight on the 2'itll nml 2 A. ill . ou
reports of a.bout twe11ty batteries engaged
fouucl
tlJC 28th of Jnue, was, I t hink, reudere<I impasAahle liy
in the battle, a n d the above is the only mention of
your onlcr."
Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel J. P. l\Iartiu, assist the ea\·alry fugitives to be found in them ; their
ant adjutant-gener:11 Uuited States Army, wrote losses a!'e attributed to other cause,;. Here I will
give the account of the loss of whole batt eries :
me from Fort Leavemrnrth, April 30th, 1 S S G :
General Truman Seymour reports, p. 4 0 � , of
" Tile art illery dill not driYe the enemy from his front ;
the enemy 11·ns not dri\·cn from his front, hnt the cllarge Capt:dn Easton, " This gallant gentleman fell and
of your ea,·nlry cli<l stop the ach-ct11 l'C of tlte enemy, arnl his battery was lost with him."
) Insertion IJy General Port,•r in tho reviai1111 of his article
for the present work.- EUITOHS.

t llfnjm·\Villi:un 11. Powell. of 1110 4111 Hegnlar Infautry,
wrote to the E1litors on September 8th, 1885 : " Probably not
ntucli crt·tlit .lttaches to tlie J>:lrticuln.r or�anizPd fon.'B which
was tho l ast to cross tl11J Chicknhomi111· Hi,cr aft.er t11e l.m ttlo
of Gnines's )fill ; but in unler to set tie t.1 1e question l <lesin,
f,o state· that the ca,aln•
· was not the last to cross the ri,er 
C'l"eD if they dill lea,e at tho t.ime General lll enitt, states.
The 4th United States l nfant ry was tl1e last organization
w11ich cross(ltl, aud that. 1·e.� in1enL pas.seil over ahout two
hours after <1a.11Ugll t on the mor11i11g-uf the· 28111, awl a l1rhl .!!O
ha,l to lJM partly relai,t to enallle J r. tn ,lo so. This regi111e11t was post1•1l on thtli t>.xtr1•me rig-ht flank of the army nt
l11e battle of Gaines' s :\lill , nn•l was ord,·re,l to snpvort ",..e1'1l'K
lmt re1·y. \\'<'e•l w:ls afterwanl 1·t:e11forc.c1l IJy 'T'h1holl's Unt.
tery, awl tho 4th Infantry lll'l<l its position from t.lw com.
ruencf'meut nf the eugaµ:f'ment (about 11 A. M.) until twilight
of the 27th, without rect·iving an or,ler or stirring· from its

pORitio11 nntil \Yee<l reportl'<l that ltt' l1ad no more ammu.
nition, an<l retired from I he Ji,,1,1 IJy way of the Col,! H arllor
roa,1, coYere,1 l1y tile 4th Infautr,v. Night came upon tho
rep;imeut ns it ·was n•tiring on Utis ro:\tl. It weut into biYonnc
in line of llnttle, iu Ute Chickahominy Ynll1')', on the roa,l lly
whkh it rotirc·<l fro111 f,he tiol<I. \Vl1t·n daylight came we �x
pectetl onlel's to l'l.'Hcw the engngt-1111ent., aucl took up our
march to rntnrn to the battJe.fielll, nl.lout n, mile nrnl n, l1alf
,list:rnt. It was tlll'll t!Jat some wonnrle,1 Wl're mPt, who in.
formc,l ns t.hat all tho army hail croRsc,1 during the night. \\'e
then nrnrchetl ft•mn Grap<-n-i11t1 Rrtd.!!e to Alexa11t10r's Britlp:e,
in sight of the enemr'a pickets, nn,1 wheu we aJTiYe<l 011 t11e
south ai<te we were astonishc<l to fiml that it was Uwught we
lrn,1 l.loeu capturc,l. \\'e !Paruc,\ aftcrwanl f.11at orilers ha,\
!Jeon sPut to tlrn 4th Infantry 1l11rin,,r the action, IJ11t the offi
cer who st.nrte,1 ,\'ith them ,.,.ns killc,l : nnn!l1er who tool,
t hem w:1� wournled hefot·(' they rc111l(l lJe 11,,Jivere1l, and an
or•lerly who was s11haerp11•ntly ,lispatched with them <li<l
not arrive at llis destination, autl was never hearrl of after.
wartl."
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Captain Mark Kerns was wounded, but'· loaded
and fired the last shots himself, and brought four
of the guns off the field." Of another battery he
reports, "No efforts could now repel the rush of a
successful foe, under whose fire rider antl horse
went down, and guns lay immoYable on the field."
Captain J. H. Cooper, Battery B, 1st Pennsyl
vania Artillery, reports, p. 410:
"Tl!e remaining infantry falling back, we were com
pelled to retire from onr gunR. Tl!e el!arge bei:ug too
sudden nnd overpowering, it was bupossible to remo,e
tl!em, many of the horses being killed by tlJe enemy's
tire."
Was General Porter prevented from bringing off

all these guns by the cavalry charge?

General Porter says, p. 32::?:
"Justp1·ececli11g tl!is break" (in .i\Iorell's liuc) ·' I saw
cavalry, which I recognize.cl as ours, rushing in numbers
tl!roug:11 our lines on the left."
All the elidence goes to disprove this very de
liberate statement, and that all the infantry ou
the left had broken and was fast disappearing
before the fil'st advance of the cavall-y. Again he
says:
"General Cooke was iustrueted to take JIO�ition, with
cavalry, under tl!e hills in the ,alley of the Chieka
hominy-there with the aill of artillery to ;:ruarcl onr
left flaulr. He was espeeiall:, enjoined to iutereept,
gather, and holcl all stragglers, and under no circmu
stauees to leave the ,alley for the purpo�e of eomi:ug
upon the bill held by our infantry, or pass in front of our
line on tlle left."
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How strange, to military ears, would sound an
order" to intercept, gather, and hold all stragglers"
on the extreme front and flank! - and the warning
not to "pass in front of our line on the left!"
Such extravagance of action - marching, with no
earthly olJject, between two lines of fire - is
seltlom thus forestalled! Seriously, this passes the
bounds of sanity. Bnt it is emphasized uy his
map, which represents my caYalry as actually mak
ing a flank march between the lines of uattle,1[orell's and Longstreet's.
1t seems necessary to aflcl the statements of eye
witnesses, from different points of view,- men of
well-known high character,- to corroborate my
assertions and my corrections of the misrepresen
tations of the part played by the cavalry and myself
in the battle, as found in "The Centmy" article.
Next morning, at Savage's Station, the Prince de
Joiuville approached me with both hamls extended,
saying with e111presse111ent, '' I saw you make your
eltarge yesterday"; and next day he wrote to the
Due d' Aumale [see "i'I" ew York Times," August
1:,th. 186::?]:
. . . ·• Those fresh troops rnsh i11 good onler upon
our l,·rt, wlJich falie1·s, flie8, and passing through the
artiller:v tll'aws on in tli,;order the troop,; of our center.
The euem:v ach-ancc� rapicll:v. The fn,;illatle ancl rau
nouacle are so ,ioleut. that the projectiles Rtriking the
grournl raise a permanent. eloucl of tlu�t. At that
moment General Cooke charged at tlIC heacl of his
calvary; but that mo,ement does not 1<ucec-ed, and his
liorscmeu on their return only iucrea;;e the disorder.
He makes every effort, aided by all who felt a little
courage, to stop the panic, but in vain."

What strange folly of self-contradiction is be
trayed between this order "to guard our left flank"
The Comte de Paris wrote to me, February �d,
:md the violent condemnation iu the first extract,
which we have been considering, of the march "to 1877:
. . ... I was with De Hart's batter.v on the crest of
"
resist an attack of the enemy on our left, .
tlle hill when you acl\-aueed on onr left. . . . The
in a "charge executed in the face of a withering sacritke of ,some of the hravest of the cavalry certainly
fire of infantry, am1 in the midst of our heavy can RaYe<l n part of our ai-tillery; as did, on a larger scale,
nonading as well as that of the enemy." Could a the Austrian cavah-y on the evening df Sallowa. . . .
Tbc main fart is. t11at with your ea,alry you clicl all that
poet laul'eate say more?
caYalry could do to stop the rout."
"Cannon to right of tllem,
General W. Merritt wrote me, February 2d,
Cannon to left of them
Volley'd and thnudered1S77:
"I thought at tlle time, aucl subsequent experience
Theu tlley rode backhas con,·iucccl me, that your ea'l'alry ancl the audacity
of its eoucluet at that time, togetller with the ra11id
Ay, there's the rub.
When I reported to General Porter before the firing of canister at sllort range by the J1attery men
tioned, c1icl muell. if not everything, toward preventing
battle, I remember t.hat he }Jl'Oposed that I should the eutil'e destruction of the Union army at Gaines's
take post in the narrow open meadow on the ex �lill. The eircumstances were these:
"Tlle enemy bad emerged from n 'il"ood, where his
treme left. I urged that the flank of the army was
virtually covered by the Chickahominy; that, ranks were more or less cli�organized, into an open field.
moreover, it was covered by three reserYe batteries Instead of finding the way elear before bim he was ruet
by a tletermiuecl charge of ca,alry and a heavy artillery
and 3 20-pouncler batteries on the opposite side fire. Tu his mind a new line of fresh troops were before
of the l'iver; while the position I had taken on him. It was bnt natural, at that stage of our military
the hill-slope was within view, and also within expPriPnee, that lie shoul<l lle1<itate and halt. to prepare
cavalry striking distance. If I had gone there, I for a new emergency. He did so; and that night the
ca,alr:v bivouacked as near the scene of these e,ents as
should not have been able, when the time came, to the enemy did."
face, and, with artillery aid, to stop the enemy in
Brevet Lieut.-Colonel J. P. J\Jartin wrote to me,
the flush of his success. To some such objections
which I made General Porter evidently yielded. ilfarch :?-!th, 1S70:
instead of'' enjoining" me; for the cavalry remained
"lt is m:v opinion that but for the charge of the
quite near his first station, Adam s's house; ancl I 5th C-a,alry ou tlrnt clay, tbe loss iu the command of
was there with him repeatedly. An order ''under General Fitz John Porter would ha,e heen immensely
greater than it wa;;; imleed, I believe that the charge,
no circumstances to leave the valley for the purpose ;10re than any other thing-, was instrumental in saving
of coming on the hill" would have been to a gen that part of tlle army on tlle north bank of the Chicka
eral officer not only unprecedented, but insulting. hominy.
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"You were the last general ofticerof General Porter's
command un the field on the left, General Portor him
self leaving before you did; yon had, therefore, au
excellent opportunity of seeing what was going on."
Colonel G. A. H. Blake, United States Army,
wrote me, June lGth, 1S78:
"About surnlowu yon advancecl the brigade under a
warm fire aml I dcployml the 5th and 1st Cavalry in
two lines. and a little to the rear of (the interval of)
reserve hatt<'ries of artill<'ry, which had opened a rapid
fire. The iufantry uf the left wing had then disappeared
from the top of the hill. You then rode off to a battery
further to the left, wllL•re Rush's Lancers had bePn
ordere<I. The 5th C:ffall-y soon charged, and I saw no
more of them. Yon had orden·rl m,· to snpvort them;
there was a warm fire, and the smoke and clnst made
everything olJsc·m·o. I saw none of the 5th, after it was
broken, pass throngh the hatter.,·, which was very near.
H was soon forced to rot.ire, nm! waR followecl by the
1st in its rear."

Finally, General William N. Grier, United States
Army, wrote me, July 18th, 1878:
"The r<'scrve was stationed on the hill, . . . in full
view of the slopes of the hill, down to the timhcr throngh
" ·hich the encmy dcbouchc<l in large nnmbcrs. The
United States hatteries were on the slope of the hill, a
little tu our right front. You ordered the 5th to make
a charge, directing me to make a second charge after
the 5th wunhl rally. I never 8aw that regiment again
on that day, after it was enveloped in a cloud of dust,
making the charge- !mt soon aftcr saw a lrnttery or two
emerge from the dust, . . . withllrawiug from the
contest. I then wheeled my squadrons iutn column of
fours, at a trot along the top of the hill, Ulltil getting in
rear of the batteries-receivingthe enemy's iirc at a loss
of :m oflicer alHl many men and horRes-alHI, as I theu
snpposc,l, saving the batteries from further loss."
'l'he orders aetually given were to support the
batteries to the last moment, and then charge, if
necessal'y, to save them.
DETROIT, Jnne, 1885.

RECOLLECTIONS OF A PARTICIPANT IN THE CHARGE.
BY THE REY. W. H. HITCHCOCK,

clearly the ineitlents connected
with the cavalry eharge, I wish to clear np a poiut
in reganl to that charge, so far as the regiment
(the 5th Regular Cavall'y) with which I had the
honor of !Jeing connected was concerned.
The battle <lid not l1egin till noon. \\'e were statione<l on the left of om position. As the hours
passed, the battle l1ecame mol'e and more furious.
About ;::; P. �I. we were moved np near to the crest
of the hill 011 our left, and within some �O rods of
the 5 or G lmtteries plautetl 011 the crest of the hill.
It was something marvelous to watch those brave
men hanrlle their gnus; 11evel' a man il.inehetl or
was dismayed, though a most withering fire of
musketry arnl artillery was poured upon them.
Just before rlark, when we eould tell, by the
sound of the miisketry fire and hy the constantly
advancing )·ells of the charging foe, that he was
getting near the guns in our front, General Philip
St. George Cooke, commanding the cavalry, rode
to our front. 1 was on the right of the front line
of the first squadron, aml 1 heard his order to Captain \\niting, eommamling the five eompanies of
our regiment that were present on the field. He
said, "Captain, as soon as you see the advancing
line of the enemy rising the erest of the hill. eharge
at once, withont any fnrther orders, to enable the
artillery to bring off their guns." General Cooke
then rode hack around the right of our squadron.
Captain \Vhiting tumetl to us and said," Cavalry!
Attention! Draw saber!" then added something to
the effect, "Boys, we must eharge in five minutes."
Almost immetliately, the bayonets of the advancing
foe were seen, jnst l1eyond our eannon, probablr
not fifty rods from ns. Captain \Vhiting at once
gave the order, "Trot! l\l areh ! " and as soon as
we were fully under way he shouted, "Charge!"
\Ve clashed forward with a ,vil<l cheer, in solirl
eolumn of squadron front; hut om· formation was
almost instantly broken by the neeessity of opening to right anu left to pass our guns. So furiously
were our brave gunners fighting that I noticed this
ineident: The gun directly in my front had just
RE�IEMBERING

been loaded; every man had fallen before it could
be fired. As I bore to the right to pass this
gun, I saw the man at the breeeh, who was
evitlently shot through the body, drawing himself
up by the spokes of the wheel, and reaching for
the lanyal'cl, anu I said, "He will fire that gun,"
aml so kept to the right, :m,1 almost immediately
felt the sbock of the explosion. Then I elosed in
to re-form the line, lmt eonld find uo one at my
left, so completely had our line been shattered l,y
the musketry fire in front and the artillery fire in
om· rear. I rnsheLl on, and almost instantly my
hol'se reared upright in front of a line of bayonets,
held l;y a few men upon whom I had dashed. l\Ty
horse came <lown in front of the line, and ran away
partly to our rear, perfectly uneontrollahle. I
tlrovpetl my saber, whieh hung to my ,vrist by the
saher-knot, and so fierce1y tugged at my horse's l1it
as to eause the blood to flow from her mouth, yet
could Hot cheek her . The gun I had passed, now
limbered up, was being hauled off at a gallop. I
could direet my horse a little to right or left, and
so clirecte,1 her towar<l the gun. As she did not
attempt to leap the gun, I gained eontrol of her,
and at once turned about and started back npon
my c barge. After riuing a short distance I paused.
The firing of artillery and infantry behind and of
infantry in front was terrific. None but the dead
and wounded were around me. It hanlly seemed
that I could drive Lee's battle-searred veterans
alone, an,1 so I rode slowly off the field. The regi
ment had only about 250 men in action. Our
commissioned officer was the only one not ,vounded,
exeept some who were eaptured. Only about 100
retmned from that bloody field for duty the next
day. Some were eaptured, hut a lal'ge number fell
in that terrible eharge, and sleep with the many
heroes who on that day gave their lives for the
Union. So far as those of the 5th Regular Cavalry
present in this charge were eoncerned, we certainly
did our whole duty, just as we were ordered. We
saved some guns, and tried to save all.
FAIRVIEW, ILL., June 13th, 1885.

LEE'S ATTACKS NORTH OF THE CHICKAHOMINY.
BY DA.....'HEL II. HILL, LIEUTEXA:NT-GEXERAL, C. 8. A.

bile encamped, about noon on l\Ionday, the :23d of .June,
. 186:J, on the ,Villiamslmrg road, about a mile from the
> battle-field of Seven Pines, in command of a division of
1 ?
· �- -.._ :·_ the Confederate army, I rec�iYe<1 an �rder from
_
�,
r
,_L°.;.. :--�{, 1--. - General Lee to report 1mmedrntel� at lns quarters
on the ::.\IechaniesYille road. On ap,_ ,"".' · ·-. �proac�ing the house :\·hieh th� general
· ?c
. ti
occupied, I saw an offieer leanmg 0Yer
.
l.'.�� J\ ��. . 1 � . J , �"Ji. •
1
t
18 yard-palrng, d:1sty, t111;vel-'.vorn, �nd
---.�0,:, ,
..:
apparently Ye!:Y tired. He raised b1m;f���t1
.))t�,1'
;
}'
�·
�
-':
'.
·
?,\-,r��!���;,;'z:: "::: ·
self up as I dismounted, and I recog�
uized Geueral Ja('kson, who till that
moment I bad supposed was coufronting Banks and Fremont far dmn1 the Yalley of Yirginia. He said that he
miles since 1 o'cloek that mornino·
had ridden fiftv-two
.;
�, haYino·
b takeu relavs
J
of horses on the road. ,Ye weut together into Gen<c>ral Lee's office. General
,Jackson declined refreshments, c01uteously teuclered hy General Lee, but
drank a glass of milk. Soon after, Generals Longstreet and A. P. Hill
came in, and General Lee, closing the door, told us that he had determiued
to attack the Federal right mug, aml had selected om· four commands to
execute the movement. He told us that he had seut Whitiug's diYisiou
to reeuforce .Jackson, and that at his instance the Richmond papers had
reported that large reenforcements hacl heeu sent to Jackson "with a
view to clearing out the Valley of Yirgiuia and exposing ,Vashington."
He believed that General :McClellan recei--vell the Richmond papers regu
larly, and he (Lee) kne,, of the nervous apprehension concerning ,,asbing
ton.) He then s:1id that he \\·01tlcl retire to another room to attend to some
office work, and would lea--ve us to arrange the details among ourselves.
The main point in his mind seemed to be that the crossings of the Chicka
hominy should be uncoYered by Jackson's ach·ance dowu the left bank, so
that the other three lhvisions might not suffer in making a forced passage.
Dm·ing the abseuce of General Lee, Long·street said to Jackson: "As you
have the longest march to make, and are likely to meet opposition, you had
better :ti.� the time for the attack to begin." ,Jackso_n replied: "Daylight of
the 2Gth." Longstreet then said: "You will encounter Federal caYalry and
roads blocked by felled timber, if nothing more formiclable: ought you not
to give yom·self more time P" ,Vhen General Lee rehunecl, he ordered
JI do not know how far the Federals were de- were expecting Stonewall Jackson there, and were

r

�\� -:. � ', �... ,;, ���;�r�-�it�� ,
} "t t: �-_'.-\·-'. ��, ·;,,�
0•

.. w••T WAR DEY FIGHT, .. ·•ouTr••

ceived by the announcement of reenforcements
sent to Jackson, hut during the Seven Days' battles I read in a :N"orthern paper a letter from Strasburg, Va., of the 25th of June, stating that they

so well fortified that they ,,ould give him a warm
reception. Jackson's corps was then at Ashland,
within twelve miles of Richmond. He certainly
had slipped off without observation.-D. H. H.
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A. P. Hill to cross at Meadow Bridge, Longstreet at the Mechanicsville Bridge,
and ine to follow Longstreet. The conference broke np about nightfall.
It may be of interest to tho student of history to know how Jackson
managed to slip off so often and so easily. His plan was to press bis infantry
as near as possible to the enemy, without bringing on a general engagement;
then to occupy these advanced points with dismounted cavalry pickets, and
to start his "foot cavalry" in the other direction with all possible speed.
His stealthy marches to the rear were made witbont consulting his highest
officers, am1 even vl'ithont their knowing his destination. t
It was characteristic of Jackson to select for bis chief-of-staff, not a
military man, but a Presbyterian minister, a professor in a theological
seminary, and to clothe him with the power of carrying out his mysterious
orders when he was temporarily absent. Jackson's confidence was well
besto-,ved, and he fonnd in the Rev. R. L. Dabney, D. D., a faithful, zealous,
and efficient staff-officer. To him, now a professor in the State University
of Texas, I am indebted for the following account of the unexpected
appearance of Jackson on the Federnl right wing before Richmond:
"General Jnckson's forced march from l\iount l\Iericlian, in the neighbor
hood of the Port Repnblic battle-field, began in earnest on ,Vednesday, June
18th, the general and a fmy of the troops having left the eYening before. About
midday on Thursday, the 19th, we were at l\Ieclmm's River Station, about
ten miles west of Charlottesville, ,-rith the bend of the column. The general
called me into a room in the hotel, locked the door, and told me that he was
ahont to go in advance of his corps by rail to Richmond to see the commander
in-chief; that the corps was going to Richmond to join in a general attack
upon l\IcClellan, but that he would return to his command before we got
there; that I was to march the corps toward Richmond, following the line of
railroad, as near as the country roads would permit, by Charlottesville and
GordonsYille, General Ewell's division to form the head of the column with
which I ·was personally to proceed; that strict precautions of secrecy were to
be observed-which he then dictated to me. He then got on an express train
and left us. I dined that day with General Ewell, and I remember that he
complained to me ·with some bitterness of General Jackson's reserve, saying,
'Here, now, the general has gone off on the railroad without intrusting to
me, his senior major-general, any order, or any hint whither we are going;
bnt [l\Iajor J. A.] Harman, his qnarterrnaster, enjoys bis fnll confidence, I
suppose, for I hear that he is telling the troops that we are going to Rich
mond to fight l\IcClellan.'
" 'Yon nrny be eertain, General Ewell,' I replied, 'that yon stand higher in
;t This was a source of annoyance to Loring in
'Gl, and later on to Ewell. ,Vhen Jackson's corps
was so strangely left at ·winchester after the battle
of Sharpsburg, or Antietam, and General Lee had
gone to the Rappahannock (we were making a
feint every lla,v of holding the gaps in the Blue
Ri,lge, with strict ortlers not to bring on an engagement), I saitl to Jackson one day: "I am the
next in rank, and shoultl you be killetl or captured

in your many sconts around, I would not know
what the corps was left for, or what it was expected
to do." He then told me that he had snggested to
General Lee, who had to move back to protect
Richmond, that he could remain and remo,·e our
wounded and stores, and that his presence on
l\IcClellan's flank and rear would keep him from
attacking Lee. In case of any casnalt,y to himself,
the removal was to go on till eompleted.-D. H. H
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CONFEDERATE SKIR�USll-LINE DRIYEN IN BY THE UNION ADVANCE.

The original sketch for this picture was marlc from personal ohRCl"rntion. It llescribes an incident of
l\IcClellan's advance up tiH' Peninsula.

General Jackson's confidence than any one else, as yonr rank and sc1Tices
entitle you. As for �Iajor Hannan, he has not heard a word more than
others. If he thinks that we are going to Richmom1, it is only his surmise,
which I suppose every intelligent private is now making.'
"�l'he column reached Gordonsville, Saturday, June 21st, about noon. To
my surprise, on riding into town, I got an order to go to the general-at a
private house, where he was lmlging. On reaching Gordonsville, 'l'hursday
afternoon, he had been met by news which alarmed the ontpost there: that a
heavy Federal force ,,-as on the Rapidan, about sixteen miles away. He there
fore had postponed going to Riehmond until he could effectnally clear up this
rumor. 'fhe chief mode adopted was characteristjc: jt was to send out by uig·ht
an inteHigent private citizen, thoroughly acquainted ,dth the Rapidan people
and country, as bis scout. This gentleman came back, after thorough inquiry,
with the news that the rumor was unfounded. Abont half an hour before
sunset on Saturday, the general got into an express car with no one but me
and the conductor, and came to Frederick's Ha11 Station in the county of
Louisa, arriving about dawn on Sunday, the 22d. \Ve spent the Sabbath
there at the house of l\Ir. N. Harris, attending camp-preaching in the after
noon. At this house were General ,v. H. C. Whiting and General Hood, then
commanding a Texas brigade. At 1 o'clock that night General Jackson
arose, took an orderly whom I had selected for him as trustworthy and well
acquainted with the road, and started for Richmond with impressed horses.
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He had me wake up General ,Vhiting and make liiin sign a pass and an
impressment order (which no one under the rank of major-general had a
right to do). He had about fifty-two miles to ride to Richmond; to the Nine
mile bridge, near which General Lee was in person, I suppose the distance
was as great, so that the ride occupied him, with the time lost in impressing
relays of horses, about ten hours. He mnst have reached his rendezvous with
General Lee and his three major-generals abont noon on the 23d. If he rode
into the city first, the meeting would have been a few hours later. He rejoined
his corps at Beaver Dam Station on Tuesday (24:th), and assembled the whole
of it around Ashland ,Vednesday night, the 25th. About two hours by sun
on the 26th we came into collision with l\IcClellan's outposts. We were much
mystified at first to know why the general should put a battery in position
and eannonado the bushes furiously for te11 minutes only to drive away a
picket. ,Ye found out afterward this was his signal to you [ General D. H.
Hill], and in a little while the distant sound of your guns at Ellerson's mill
told us that the ball had opened."
It ·will be seen from the narrative of l\Injor Dabney that General Jackson,
who fought some of his most desperate battles 011 Sunday, would not start
to Richmond till Sunday had passed. He hnd the pass and impressment
order from General ,Vhiting that he might not be known on the road; he
wore no insignia of rank, and as he ·would have been known in Richmond he
did not go to that city. It was 3 P. l\I. 011 the 23d when I saw him at General
Lee's headquarters. Major Dabney is mistaken in saying that the signal-guns
were intended for me. A. P. Hill was farther up the Chickahominy, and he
was to cross first, and, being nearer to Jackson, could hear his guns better
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)IECHAN!Ci'YJLLE J,'RO)I THE 1'0RTII-WE,T-$CENE OF THE OPENING 01' THE SEYJ•;N D.\ YS' BATTLES.
FRO)! .I PHOTOGR.\Pll T.\KEN IN THE SPRING OF 188::i.

The cross-roads (l\Iechauicsnlle proper) al'f'. iu,li<'atc,l
by the two house� at the extrf'.me right. The woods in
the left ,listauce show the linf'. of Be:wer Dam Creek at
the croRsing of the upper road from the towu. A. P.
Hill adYaucecl from Meadow Bridge and along the roacl
in tho fo!'egrouud, his troops deploying at this point on
both sides of the roacl about 4 P. )1. The bom:e at the
left ccntel' (Horn's) marks the location of the Uniou

hattery whkh opeue,l 111io11 Hill's tl'oops as they earn,,
along this road, from which the Confederate artillery
(.i\Jclnto:sh's and l'cgralll'S) replied as they atlvauced.
Anrlcrson's hrig:ulo was sent to the left to flank the
Uuion g1ws, wl1ich, togetber with tho single regiment
left in the town by General Porter, withclrew before
the enemy to the strong position beyond the creek.
EDITOR,..

than those of ns lower clown the stream. On the 25th there was a brisk fight
about King's school-hou eon the Williamsburg road, betw·een Hooker's divis
ion and parts of the cli'vi ionsof Generals T. H. Holmes and Benjamin Huger.
That night my division marched across to the neighborhood of J\Icchanic ,i.lle Bridge. To conceal the movement our camp-fires were freshly lightecl
np by a detachment after the troops had left, and a company was sent some
miles clown the Charles City roa(l to send np rockets, as though signaling au
advance in that direction. General Lee's order, i:· uecl on the 24th of June, says:
"At 3 o'clock Thmsday morning, the 26th insfant, General Jackson will advance on the road
leading to Pole Green Church, cornmunicati.ug bis march to General Branch [seven miles above
l\Ieadow Bridge], who will immediately cross the Chickahominy and take the road leadu1g to
l\Iecba.nicsville. As soon as the movements of these columns are discovered, General A. P.
Hill, with the rest of his division, w'1.1.l cross the Cbickabomi.ny near l\Ieadow Bridge.
The enemy being driven from l\Iechanicsville, and the passage across the bridge opened, Gen-
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eral Longstreet, ·with his diYision and that of General D. H. Hill, will cross the Chickahominy at
or near that point- General D. II. Hill moving to the support of General Jackson, and General
Longstreet snpporting General A. P. Hill - the four divisiolls keeping in cornmtU1icatioll with
each other, and moving en echelon on separate roads, if practicable; the left division in advance,
with skirmishers and sharp-shooters extending their front, will sweep down the Chickahominy,
and elldeavor to chive the enemy from his positioll above New Bridge, General Jackson
hearillg well to his left, tmning Beaver Dam Creek, allCl tal"i.ng the clirectioll toward Cold
Harbor, etc."

General Jackson was nuable to reach the point expected on the morning of
the �6th. General A. P. Hill says: "Three o'clock P. l\I. having arrived, and
no i ntelligence from Jackson or Braneh, I determined to cro. s at once, rather
than haznrcl the failure of the whole plan by longer defening it."
He::wy firing was heard at 3 P. l\L at l\Ieadow Bridge, and tbe Federal out
post were seen fleeing toward :l\Iechanicsville, pursued by A. P. Hill. We
could see a line of battle drawn np at that village ready to receive Hill. l\fy
di,Tision being nearest the bridge, Longstreet ordered me to cross first. Some
delay 1Vas made in repairing the bridge, and A. P. Hill became hotly engaged
before we could get to his relief. At this time President Davis and staff hur
ried past us, going " to the sonncl of the firing." Ripley's brigade was pnshed
forward to the support of three batteries of artillery of Major H.P. Jones's
battalion, and the t"·o under Captains R. A. Hardaway and J. W. Bondurant.
The five batteries soon silenced the Federal artillery, and the whole plateau
about J\Ieclrn:uicsville was abandoned to the Confederates, the Federals retiring·
across Beaver Dam Creek, which was strongly fortified. Our engineers seem
to have had little knowledge of the country, and none of the fortifications on
the c·reek. 'l1he maps fm·uished the division commanders wero worthless. At
a request from General ,V. D. Po11der, who Imel been roughly handled in
.1ttacking works on the creek, Brigadier-General Ripley, of my division, was
direeted to eooperate with him, and the attack was made about dark. The
e11emy had intrenehments of great strength and development on the other side
of the creek, ancl had linecl the banks with his magnificent artillery. �l1he
approach ,yas over an ope11 plain exposed to a murderous fire of a11 arms, and
ac:1·0Rs an almost impassable stream. The result was, as might have been fore
fseen, a bloody and disastrous repulse. Nearly every field-officer in the brigade
waR killed 01· wounded. It ,vas unfortunate for the Conft>clerates that the
crossing 1Vas begun before Jackson got in rear of ::\Iechanicsville. The loss of
that position would have necessitated the abamloument of the line of Beaver
Darn Creek, as in fad it did, the next day. \\Te were lavish of blood in those
cla>·s, and it was thought to be a great thing to charge a battery of artillery or
an earth-work lined with infantry. "It is magnificent, hut it is not war," was
the sarcnstic remark of the French general as he looked on at the British
cavalry charge at Balaklava. The attacks on the Beaver Dam intre11ch
me11ts, on the heights of Malvern Hill, at Gettysburg·, etc., were all grand,
bnt of exactly the kind of grandeur which the South could not afford.
A brisk cannonade was kept up on the morning of the �7th for an honr or
more from the Federal artillery along the line of BeaYer Dam, which was
held by a tbin line of skirmishers, the main force having retreated to Gaines's
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CIIARGE OF CONFEDERATES UNDER RIPLEY AND PENDER .\T BEAYER DA)! CREEK, JUST ABOYE ELLEHSON'S ::IIILL.

l\Iill and New Cold Harbor. A. P. Hill's division was ordered to pursue on to
the mill, and my division to fake the Bethesda Chnrch road to join Jackson.
The works on that road were turned by my division, and some sixty or
seventy prisoners holding them were captured. J\Iajor Dabney says :
"General Jackson continued his march on the morning of the '.27th. ·when I overtook him
he was dismounted in the turnpike road with his cap off before a gentleman sitting on a cct1ar
stump, who was speaking to him in a suppressed voice. An old acquaintance whom I met told
me that this gentleman was General Lee. The conference soon ernled, and the march was
resumed- deflecting strongly to the east."

General Lee's object in pressing clmvn the Chickahominy ·was to umnask
New Bridge, and thus to establish close communication between the forces
defending Richmond and the six ch-visions attacking the Federal right. A. P.
Hill, who marched close to the Chickahominr, sncceedl�<l in driving off the
Federal troops defending the creek at Gaines's l\Iill, and ndvanced until he
de,,eloped their full line of battle at New Cold Harbor, half a mile beyond.
After waiting till 3: 30 P. :\I. to hear from Longstreet,
he ackanced his
division without support to the attack of the intrenched position of the Fed
erals. He kept up a struggle for two hours, was repulsed and drive11 back,
and in turn repulsed his pm·suers. His report says :

*

"From having· heen the attacking I now became the attacked_; but ,;tnbbornly and gallantly
was the ground held. 1\Iy diYision was thus engaged full two hours before assistance was
received. We failed to carry the enemy's lines, bnt we pa vecl the way for the successful
attacks afterward, in which attacks it was necessary to employ the \Ybole of om· army on that
side of the Chickahominy.''

*

General Lee in his official report says: "The arrival of.Jackson on our left was momentarily expected,
aud it was supposed that his approach would cause the extension of the enemy's line in that direction.
Under this impression, Longstreet was held back until this movement shonltl commence."- EDITORS.
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OLD COLD

IIARB0R

TAYERX.

FRO)I .\ PIIOTOGR.\Pll JL\DE IN 1885.

This view if! from the "onth, from th<> roafl 1w which
the Coufetlerate left nuder Stoue\'rnll Jaelrnon antl D. 11.
Rill advanccfl to attaek Porter's rig-ht. Fi,croaflsrneet
at this point. Old Cold Jiarllor consist� of one or two
houses aml a smitlly. During the battle of Gaines's l\Iill
ti.le ta,ern wa� within tire Confederate lines. Two years

Inter, tlnring the hlootl�· engagement of General Grant·�
eampaign, it was witl1in the Union linPR. The name i.s
sometime� written Cool Harbor, Coal Harbor, or Cool
Arbor; lint l\lr. Enrnct, the preseut owupr of tile
tavern, says ti.lat family tradition admits only Cold
Harbor.-1'.:ll!T0HS.

Longstreet came into action after -! o'tlock.
enlties before him:

He thns describes the diffi

"In front of mo the en0my occupied the woodetl slope of Tnrkey Hill, tho crest of which is
fifty or si..-:ty feet higher than the plain over which my troops must pass to make an attack.
The plain is ahout a quarter of a mile wide ; tho farther side was occupied by shal'p-shooters.
AboYe these, and on the slope of the hill, was a line of infantry behind trees, felled so as to
form a good breastwork. Tlie crest of the hill, some forty feet above the last line, was strength
ened by rifle-trenches and occupied by infantry and artillery. In addition to this the plain
was enfiladed by hatte1·ies on the other side of the Chiclrnhominy. I was, in fact, in the very
position from which the enemy wished ns to attack him.:'

All was done tlrnt mortals conld tlo by the t"\Yo gallant divisions struggling
against snch chsadvantages, bnt nothing decisive could be effected until tht,
full Confederate foreos could be bronght into r..ction. In the meanwhile,
Jackson moved forward on what '1"\'8 afterward found to be the Grapevine
Bridge road, my division in aflvance. A fe·w sqnads of Federal stmgglers
were picked np, and some wagons and ambulances were captnred. One sut
ler, in his desperate desire to save his fancy stock, tried to dash his wagoll
through .J. R. Anderson's brigade. He paid no attention to the orders to
halt, or to the presented bayonets. Fortunately for him, his horses did not
have so mnd1 at stake as he had in canned frnits and vegetables, and were
quite willing to surrender. Some poor mggec1 graybacks got toothsome
delicacies then, from which they had been long debarred, and of ,d1ich
before nightfall
thev
�
. had 110 need forever.
About � P. M. we reached the neighborhood of l\IcGehee's bonse, an elevated
knoll, which was the Federal right, ';,nd from which a dense and tangled swamp
extended westward in an inegnlar curve to Gaines's l\Iill. Bondurant's battery
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was brought up to feel the position. Jackson remained with it for a time
after the firing began. The battery was badly crippled, and was withdrawn
by my order when I perceived the superiority of the enemy's artillery
always the most effective arm of his service. So little was known of the
condition of the battle and of the roads, that Jackson posted my division in
the woods to the left of the road, and facing toward the firing at Gaines's
Mill, in order to intercept the forces that Longstreet and A. P. Hill might
drive in that direction ! Jackson's report says:
"Hoping that Generals A. P. Hill and Longstreet wonlcl soon drive the Federals toward me,
I directed General D. H. Hill to mm·e his division to the left of the road, so as to leave between
him and the wood on the right of the road an open spacP, across which I hoped that the enemy
. But it soon becoming apparent from the direction and sound of the
would be driYen.
firing that General A. P. Hill was hard pressed, T ordered a general aclYauce of my entu:e corps,
which began with General D. H. Hill on the left and extending to the right, through Ewell's,
Jackson's, arnl Whiting's divisions .
in the order named."

The swamp was to be gotten through, filled with sharp-shooters, and
obstructed with felled timber and choked with brnshwoocl. The report
continues:
"In advancing to the attack, General D. H. Hill had to cross this ·swamp densely covered
with tangled unclergTOwth and young timber. This causecl some confusion and a separation
of regiments. On the farther edge of the swamp he enconnteretl the enemy. The conflict was
fierce and bloody. The Federals fell back from the wood under the protection of a fence, ditch,
and hill. Sepamted now from them by au open fiel,1, some fom· hundred yards wide, he
promptly determined to press forward. Before doing· so, however, it was necessary to capture
a battery on his left which conld enfilade his line upon its advance. . . i Again pressing for
ward, the Federals again fell back, but only to select a position for a more obstinate defense,
when at dark, under the pressure of our batteries,- which had then begun to play with marked
effect upon the left,-of the other concurring events of the field, and of the bold and clashing
charge of General Hill's infantry, in which the troops of Brigadier-General C. S. Winder
joined, the enemy yielded the field and fled in disorder."

I have always believed that this viras the first hreak in the Federal line; it dis
posed of Sykes's division of regnlars ·who had been so stubborn and so trou
blesome all clay. The Comte de Paris says of thefr retreat: "Fearfully reduced
as they are, they care less for the losses they have sustained than for the mor
tification of yielding to volunteers." The general advance of our whole line and
their intrepid onset everywhere made the defeat of the regulars possible, but
credit should be given to the troops that did it. \Ve discovered that our line
,I. The worus of Jackson's report, omitted in the
quotation, arc as follows :
"The hattery was eapturcd with sc,ere loss and held
for a short time - snffieieutly long, howe,er, to enable
the division to rno,e on free from its terrific fire, when
it was again retaken by the enemy."
This refers to the battle around the J\.IeGehee
house, the right of Porter's line under command
of General George Sykes. The latter gives an
account of the contest with Hill differing from
that of the Confederate generals. He says:
"It was now 5: 30 P. M. Tl!e enemy still continued to
pour in fresh troops against 4500 men who hatl baffled
him at every point since 11 o'clock in the morning. The

cxeesH of strength compelled the 12th anr114th [Regulars]
to occupy the crest of a secondary ridge somewhat in
rear of the position they had previously won. . . . Prc
TIOUH to this a brigade of ,olunteers, under Colone] J. J.
Bartlett, consisting of tl!c 16th arnl 27th New York, 5th
lllaine, anr1 96th Pennsylvania volunteers, and Kings
lmry's battery Regular Artillery, joined my c·ommand.
Under my r1irection, Colonel Bartlett posted the regi
ments of 11is hrigatle 'With great daring in front of and
nrournl the l\IcGehee honse, and firmly maintained him
Relf until the center of Porter's army was pierced, the
troops in bis front driven in, 11is left flank exposed,
and bis poRition no longer tenal1le."
General Bartlett states in his report that he
maintained his ground at the l\IcGehee farm until
after dark. See also pp. 33D, 340.
EDITORS.
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overlapped that of the Federal forces, and saw two brigades (afterward ascer
tained to be under Lawton and -winder) advancing to make a front attack upon
the regulars. Brigadier-Generals Samuel Garland and G. B. Anderson, com
manding North Carolina brigades in my division, asked permission to move
forward and attack the right flank and rear of the division of regulars.
The only difficulty
in the way was
a Federal battery
with its infantry
supports, which
enfilade
could
them in their ad
vance. Two regi
ments of Elzey's
brigade, which had
got separated in
o·oi1w
across the
0
0
swamp, -were seut
by me, by way of
my left flank, to
the rear of the bat
tery to attack the
infantry supports,
while Colonel Al
fred I Yerson, of the
20th Nortb Caro
lina, charged it in
front. The batterr
,ms captured and
held long enough
for the two bri
gades to advance
across the open
plniu.
"The ef
fect of our ap
pearance,"
says
Garland's official
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to Hood and Law for making the first break in tho Federal line, and quotes
from Jackson's report: "Dashing on with unfaltering step in the face of
those mm·derous discharges of canister and musketry, General Hood and
Colonel E. JU. Law at the head of their respectiYe brigades rushed to the
charge with a yell. 1\Ioving clown a precipitons ravine, leaping ditch and
stream, clambering up a difficnlt ascent, and exposed to an incessant and
deadly fire from the intrenchments, these brave and determined men pressed
forward, driving the enemy from his well-selected and fortified position. In
this charge, in which npward of a thousand men fell killed anc1 wounded
before the fire of the enemy, and in which fourteen pieces of artillery and
nearly a regiment were captured, the 4th Texas, nnder the load of General
Hood, was the first to pierce these strongholds aud seize the guns." It is
evident that Jackson means to compliment Hood for being the first to pierce
the intrenchments on the Federal left. But the word "first" has been mis
leading as to the point where the break was first made in the Federal line.
General Lawton in his official report stated that after the forces were broken
in front of him on onr left, n, staff-officer rode up and called for assistance to
charge a battery on the left, and that after marching two or three hundred
yards by the rig ht flank, "the shouts of victory from our friends announced
that the last battery had been taken and the rout complete." In a letter to
me just received, General Lawton says: "I do belie-ve that the first break
was on the right of the Federal line, and I moved against that line in front.
My knmvledge of the position of the battery to be charged was derived solely
from the lips of a staff-officer, who rode up to me at full speed on the field,
and returned immediately to his chief. l\Iy recollection is, that yery promptly
after I beard the shouts of victory from our friends, the same messenger came
again to request me to halt.
. I cannot feel tlrnt my memory fails me
when I say that yon struck the enemy in flank, while Winder's command and
mine moved directly on his front. The effect of these several attacks was
promptly felt, and soon became conspicuous."
It was now quite dark, and I took the responsibility of halting all the troops
on our left. General Winder thought that we ought to pm·sue into the woods,
on the right of the Grapevine Bridge road; bnt, not knowing the position of
our friends, nor what Federal reserves might bo awaiting us in the woods, I
thought it advisable not to move on. General Lawton concurred with me. I
had no artillery to shell the woods in advance, as mine had not got through
the swamp. No Confederate officer on the field knew that the Federals ha.cl
but one bridge over 1Yhich to retreat, else all the artillery that could haYe been
collected would have opened fire upon the Federal masses crowded into a nar
row space in the woods, and there would hM·e been a general advance of our
line under cover of this fire. Winder was right; even a show of pressure must
have been attended with great results. I made my headquarters at l\lcGehec's
house, and ordered my artillery and infantry to occupy the hill around it.
The artillery, however, did not get into position until sunrise next morning.
Before the infantry was in place, we heard huzzaing on the bridge road, and
understood by that that reenforcements had come to cover up the Federal

LEE'S ATTACKS NORTH OF THE CHICKAHOMINY.

Cll.\R<1E OF A SUTLER UPOX G. B. AXDERSOX'S ll!{!GAUE .\T GAIXES':; l\lILL.

retreat. They took np their position across the road and showed a determined
front, hnt might haYt' been broken by an artillery fire from om· eleYated
platenn; nnfortnnately for ns, there was 110 artillery to do this work.
Between 0 and 10 o'clock General Lawton and myself ,nilkecl ont alone to
examine the line of battle across the road, afterward discoYered to be l\Ieagher's
Irish brigade. ,,Te got within thirty yards of the Federals, and mnst have
been seen, lmt "·e ,,-ere not fired 111,.::,n, prounbly because ,rn were mistaken
for a party of their own men sent up to get water at l\IcGehee's well. ,Ye met
the party going back, and saw them go into their own lines. Not a word was
spoken by them or hy ns. At snch times " Silence is golden."�
� After this paper appeared in "The Century"
magazine, I received a letter from l'lrilliam H. Os
hor11e, of East Br idgewater, �fass., of which the
follo'l'l'ing is a part:
"I read your artielP on the battle of Gaines's ::nm, Ya.
I was especially interested in tbe eircumstanees related

by yon eonc-erning the water party sent out from tbe
Irish Brigade to l\IeGebee's well, and the aclventnre of
vonrsclf and GPneral La ,,ton. I remember the ineident
�ith great viYillness, as I '\'\'as one of the party. I was a
mernl;er of Company "C," 29th rtegiment, l\Iassaehnsetts
Yolunteers, wbieb was a part of tbe brigade referred to,
but I ha,e al'l'l'ays supposed, till I read your article, that
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In his attack upon General l\IcClellan's right wing General Lee had 50,000
men.\ General Fitz John Porter, who commanded the Federals at Cold Har
bor, handled his 40,000 men with an ability unsurpassed on any field dm·ing
the war. He had greatly the advantage in position, and he had improved
this superiority with intrenchments, log breastworks, rifle-pits, and abatis.
He had an immense preponderance in artillery, and that of the most superb
character. l\fany of our field-batteries did not get across the swamp at all,
aud those which did get over were inferior in range and power to General
Porter's. Artillery seems to have beeu a favorite arm ·with General l\IcOlel
lnn, and he had brought it to the highest point of efficiency.
I do not know how much of onr infantry straggled in the swamp. Ripley
got lost, and his fine brigade was not in action at all. Of Colquitt's
brigade, the 6th and 27th Georgia regiments were engaged ; the other three
regiments in coining out of the swamp found themselves behind Jackson's
corps and were not engaged. Rodes, Garland, and Anderson kept their bri
gades well in hand and did brilliant service. (These three splendid officers
were all killed, subsequently, in battle.) I do not know how many meu the
other five divisions lost by the difficulties of the swamp.
Riding in advance of his skirmish-line through the swamp atteuded uy a
few staff-officers, General Jackson found himself iu the preseuce of fifteen or
twenty Federal soldiers on outpost duty. He judged it the part of prndeuce
to assume the offensive and charge upon them before they fired upon him. I
am indebted to l\Iajor T. 0. Chestney, then assistant adjutant-general of
Elzey's brigade, for the following account:
"As Elzey's brigade was pressing· forward to the line held by the Confederates at the bloody
battle of Gaines's Mill, a squad of fifteen or twenty soldiers wero encountered on their w·ay to
the rear. A tall fellow at the head of the little party drew special attention to himself by
singing out to us at the top of his voice with an oath, 'Gentlemen, we had the honor of being
captured by Stonewall ,Jackson himself,'- a statement which he xepeated with evident pride
all along the line, as our men tramped past. We subsequently learned that his story was tmc.
Genernl Jnckson, having· ridden some distance in advnnce, bad come sucldenly upon the blne
conts, nnd with his characteristic impetuosity had charged among them and ordered them to
surrender, w·hich they made haste to do."

One of the saddest things connected ,,ith the miserable fratricidal war was
the breaking up of ties of friendship and of blood. The troops opposing mine
on that murderous field that clay were the regulars of General George Sykes,
a Southerner by birth, and my room-mate at ,Vest Point, -a man admired
by all for his honor, com·age, and frankness, and peculiarly endeared to me by
his social qualities. During the negotiations of the cartel for the exchange
of prisoners, intrusted to General Dix and myself, I sent word to General
Sykes, through Colonel N. B. Sweitzer, of General l\lcOlellan's staff, that
it waR later in the night when we started. I have also
'\ Dabney, in his "Life of Jackson,'' puts the
always suppo,;ed that in going for water we went inside Confederate force at 40,000. Swinton estimates
the Confe1lerate lines. I rememher that several times Porter's forces at 30,000 aml Lee's at 7O,OOO
during the night we approached very near your lines, on
one Ol'casion aetually seeing your men gathered about an under and an over estimate respectively, I
a smoldering camp-fire in the woods. I sn]lpose you think.- D. H. H.
will not blame me for saying that we should all have
General Porter (see foot-note, p. 38G) estimates
esteemed it a great honor if we had made your acquaint his fighting strength at 30,000, and that of the
ance that night."
Confederates at G5,OOO.-EDITORS.
D.H.H.
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"bad I known that
he was in front of
me at Cold Harbor,
I ,,·oulcl have sent
some of my North
Carolina boys up to
take him out of the
cold." He replied
through the same
source: "I appreci
ate the sarcasm, bnt
onr time will be next
and the tables will
be tnnied." Alas !
it was a true proi)h
ecy. Abont 9 P. M.
on the :27th, Major
H. B. Clitz was
brought into my
room at the l\Ic
Gehee house, head
quarters for the
night, wounded in
the leg, and a pris
oner. He was very
yonng and boyish
looking when he en
,<
tered West Point,
and was a Yery great
favorite with ns of
matnrer years. It
"CAPTURED BY STONEWALL JACKSON III.l\lSELF." (SEE P. 359.)
flashed upon my
mind how, in the l\Iexican war, as his regiment filed past, I had almost a
fatherly fear lest he should be struck; and now he was here, wounded by
one of my own men ! He was tenderly cared for by my medical director,
Doctor l\Iott, and I was delighted to learn that he would not lose his leg.
The next morning General John F. Reynolds was brought in as a prisoner.
He had been my messmate in the old army for more than a year, and
for half that time my tent-mate. Not ·an unkind word had ever passed
between us. General Reynolds seemed confnsed and mortified at his posi
tion. He sat ciown and covered his face with his hands, and at length
said: " Hill, we onght not to be enemies." I told him that there was
no had feeling on my part, and that he ought not to fret at the fortunes
of war, which were notoriously fickle. He was placed in my ambulance and
sent over to Richmond, declining a loan of Confederate money. General
Reynolds had gone to sleep in the woods between the battle-ground and
��
, •

u
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the Chickahominy, and when he awoke, his troops were gone and the bridge
was broken down.
Winder, Anderson, and Garland, probably the most promising of all onr
young brigadiers, fell fighting for the cause they loved. Reynolds, one of the
noblest of mankind, fell doing his duty on his side at Gettysbm·g. Sykes, as
the friend of :l\fcClellan, never received the recognition which his knightly
qualities demanded. Worst of all, Porter, who commanded on the field the
most creditable to the Federal arms, received that condemnation so much
worse than death from the country he had served ably and loyally.
In these battles, the great want with the Confederates, strange as it may
seem, was accm·ate knmdedge of the country in their front. The map fur
nished me (and I suppose the si."'C other major-generals had no better) was
very full in regard to everything within our mn1 lines; but a red line on the
east side of· the Chickahominy and nearly parallel to it, without any points
marked on it, was onr only guide to the route on which our march was to be
macle.j None of us kne-w of the formidable character of the works on Beaver
Darn. The blood shed by the Southern troops there was wasted in vain, and
worse than in vain; for the fight bad a most dispiriting effect on our troops.
They could have been halted at l\Iecbauicsville until Jackson bad tluued the
works on the creek, and all that waste of blood could have been avoided.
Ripley's brigade was sent to the assistance of Pender, by the direct order,
through me, of both l\fr. Davis and General Lee. They both felt pressing
upon them the vast importance of keeping near Richmond, and of opening
up communications with it as soon as possible. The crossing of the riYer by
General A. P. Hill before hearing from Jackson precipitated the fight on the
first day; and it having begun, it was deemed necessary to keep it up, without
waiting for Jackson. The same necessity compelleel Lee on the second clay
to attack bis antagonist on bis own strong and well-chosen position. Lee knew
that l\:IcClellan depended upon the York River Railroad for his supplies, and
by moving upon that road he could have compelled the battle upon his own
selected ground, with all the advantages thereof. The lack of transportation,
and the fear of the capture of Richmond while he was maki11g this detour to
the Federal rear, constrained him to surrender the adYantage of position
wisely chosen by the Federals and skillfully arranged for defense.
During Lee's absence Richmond was at the mercy of l\IcClellan; but
) General E. l\L Law, writing on this point in
the "Southern Bivouac," says:
"The real trouble was that tile Confederate officers,
even those in high command, knew little or nothing of
the topography of the country in which they were
operating. An accurate map in the liamls of each divis
ion commander would have saved many valuable lives
at Gaines's mill as well as at EllcrRon's, and time
enough would have been gainell to have brought the
whole Confederate force UJlOll the field at tbe former
place. several hours before it actnnlly rcncbed there. If
Porter's lines bncl been hroken at 4 o'clock inRtend of
at half-past 6, be would not have bad the cover of night
to withdraw his routed troops, and his whole command
could have been captured or destroyed in attempting
the passage of the Cbickahominy. There wns no reason
YOL. IT. 24

why this was not clone, except the one giYen. The Fed
erals, on the other band, knew the country tl10roughly;
they bncl occupied it for several weekR, nml during thnt
time their engineer officers bad inspected it cnrefnlly.
. . . There was no earthly reason why the Confcdemte
nnthorities should not bnvc been posRessed of the some
information. The Federal Government bad been nil the
previous winter preparing for the !lllvnnce upon Hicb
mond. l\IcClellan wns a long time getting from York
town to bis position on the Cbickahominy, and all his
movernentR indicnted the probable position he would take
np in front of I!ichmoud. There was no lock of time, there
fore, to map the locnlity nccurately, nnd no lock of warn
ing that it would lm of the most vitnl importance. To
undertake the defense of a city, without attem])ting to
lenrn the topography of the conn try around it, was a new
principle in modern warfare."
EDITORS.
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Magruder was there to keep np a "clatter," as Swinton expresses it. No
one ever lived who conld play off the Grand Seignior with a more lordly
air than could "Prince Jolm," as l\Iagrucler was called. t Dm·ing tho
absence of Lee he kept np snch a clatter that each of l\IcClellan's corps
commanders was expecting a special visit from the much-plumed cap and
the once-gaudy attire of the master of ruses and strategy. He put on natm·ally
all those grand and imposing deYices whieh deceive the military opponent.
The fortifications arnnnd Richmond at that time were very slight. l\IcClel
lan could have captured the city with very little loss of life. The want of
supplies wonlll have forced Lee to attaf'k him as soon as possible, with all
the disadvantages of a precipitated movement. But l\foClellan seems to have
contemplated nothing of the kind; and as he placed the continuance of the
siege npon the hazard of Cold Harbor, he was bound to put every available

m���ili�fi�t

Just before we crossed the Chickahominy, I asked General Garland if he
remembered what Napoleon said at Austerlitz when one of his marshals had
begged permission to attack a column of tho Anstro-Russian army which was
making a flank movement. Garland replied : " I, too, was just thinking that
l\IcClellan was saying to his officers, as Napoleon did, 'When your enemy is
making a false movomont, do not strike him till he has completed it'; and it
may be that he 'iYill gobble np Richmond while wo are away."
\Vhilo wo were lying all da;y idle on the 28th, unable to crnss the Chicka
hominy, the clouds of smoke from tho burning plunder in the Federal
camps and the frequent explosions of magazines indicated a retreat; but
\\Thiting kept insisting upon it that all this was but a ruse de gueJ'J'e of
l\IcClollan preparatory to a march upon Richmond. I made to him some
snch reply as that onee made to General Longstreet, when a cadet at ,Vest
Point, by Prnfossor Kendrick. The Professor asked Longstreet, who never
looked at his chemistry, how the carbonic acid of commerce was made.
Long·street replied: "By burning diamonds in oxygen gas." "Yes," said
Professor Kendrick, "that ,rul do it; hnt don't yon think it would be a
leetle expensive f "! "Don't yon think," I said to \\TJ1iting, "that this ruse
of :i\IcClellan i a leetlo expensive f" The old \Vest Point yarn had a very
quieting effect upon his apprehensions.
;!,In :mte-bellum days (so the old army storynsed
to run) :Magruder was a lieutenant of m·tillery at
Ronse's Point. There his mess entertained some
British officers, two of whom were scions of nobil
ity. The visit having lJeen expected, the mess bad
borrowed or rentell gold plate and silver plate,
cut-glass 1rnre, rich furniture, and stylish equi
pages for conveying the noble guests. Prince
John assnretl them that these were but the debris
of the former splendor of t.he regimental mess.
"Only the debris, my lonl; the schooner bringing
most of the mess plate from Florhla was w1·eeked."
On the secornl day of the festival one of the daz. 
zled noblemen snid to Prince ,Tohn: "We do not
wish to be inquisitive, bnt "·e have been so much
impressed with this magnifieenee that we are con-

strained to believe that American officers must be
paid euormonsly. 'iVhat is your monthly pay?"
Assuming an indifferent air, Prince John said:
"Damnetl if I know"; tbeu, tm·ning to bis servant,
"Jim, what is my monthly pay?" The servnnt
wns discreetly silent, it may be from a wink, or it
may be that to remember $G5 was too heavy a tax
npon bis memory nlso.-D. H. H.
! '£be profeRsor would never contradict any one.
The following is a specimen of bis style of ques
tioning. X. Y. Z. (whose name is now a household
word) was on examinatiou : Professor K. "1Ybat
is its color 1" X. Y. Z. '' White, sir." Professor
K. "Yes, you mean a kind of grayish white. In
faet, you might call it coal-black, might you not f"
X. Y. Z. "Yes, sir, that's it."-D. H. H.

ON THE CONFEDERATE RIGHT AT GAINES'S 11IILL.)
BYE. l\I. LAW, l\IAJOR-GENERAL, C. S. A.

5 o'clock on the 27th of June the battle of
B
Gaines's l\Iill was in full progress all along
the line. Longstreet's and A. P. Hill's men were
Y

attacking in the most determined manner, but
were met with a com'age as obstinate as their
own by the Federals ,,ho held the works. After
each bloody repulse the Confederates only waited
long enough to rn-form their shattered lines or to
bring up their supports, when they would again
return to the assault. Besides the terrific fl.Te in
front, a battery of heavy guns on the south side of
the Cbiekahominy was in full play upon their
right flank. There was no opportunity for ma
nceuvring or flank attacks, as was the case with D.
H. Hill on our extreme left. The enemy was di
rectly in front, and be could only be reached in
that direction. If he eould not be thiven out before
night it would be equi valent to a Confederate dis
aster, and would iiffol,e the failure of General
Lee's whole plan for the relief of Richmond. . . .
It was a critical moment for the Confederates, as
victory, whieh involved the relief or the loss of
their capital, bung wavering in the balance. Night
seemed about to close the account against them,
as the sun was now setting upon their gallant, but
so far fruitless efforts.
.. Whilematters were in this condition "Whiting's
division, after crossing with much difficulty the
wooded and marshy ground below Gaines's :;um,
arrfred in rear of that portion of the line held by
the remnants of A. P. Hill's division. When Whit
ing advanced to the attack a thin and irregular
line of General Hill's troops were keeping up the
fight, lJUt, already badly cut up, could effect noth
ing, and were gradually wasting away under the
heavy fire from the Federal lines. From the cen
ter of the division to the Chickabominy s1vamp on
the right the ground was open ; on the left were
thirk woods. The right brigade (Law's) advancetl
in the open grouml, the left (Hood's) tbrongb the
woods.
As we moved forward to the firing we could see
the straggling Confetlerate line l3ing behind a
gentle ridge that ran across the field parallel to the
Federal position. \Ve passed one Confederate
battery in the edge of the field badly eut to pieces
and silent. Indeed, there was no Confe,lerate ar
tillery then in action on that part of the field.
The Federal batteries in front were in full pla�'.
The fringe of woods along the Fe,leral line was
shrouded in smoke, and seemed fairly to vomit
forth a leaden and iron hail. General Whiting
rode along his line and ordered that there should
be no halt when we reached the slight crest occu
pied by the few Confederate troops in our front.
but that the charge should begin at that point in
double-quick time, with trailed arms and without
fl.Ting. Had these orders not been strictly obeyed
the assault would have been a failure. No troops

eould have stood long under the withering storm
of lead and iron that beat into their faees as they
became fully exposetl to view from the Fetleral
lines. As it was, in the very few moments it took
them to pass over the slope and down the hill to
the ravine, a thousand men were killed or wonndetl.
Law's brigade advanced to the attack in two
lines, the 11th Missit;sippi regiment (Colonel Lid
Jell) and the 4th Alabama (Lieutenant-Colonel
McLemore) forming the first line, and the 2d Mis
sissippi (Colonel Stoue) and the Gtb North Caro
lina (Colonel Avery) the second. Hood bad a
similar formation on our left, but just as we came
U11der fire, and lwfore reaching the slope where the
charge began, General Hood passed rapidly across
my rear at the bead of the 4th Texas regiment,
close])· followetl lJy the 18th Georgia, both of his
brigade. They came up on my right, extending
our line in that direction. The J st and Gth Texas
regiments and the Hampton Legion of the same
brigalle remained on the left in the woods. Pass
ing over the scattering line of Confederates on the
ridge in front, the whole division " broke into a
trot" clown the slope toward the Federal works.
l\Ien fell like leaves in an autnnm wind, the Fed
eral artillery tore gaps in the ranks at every
step, the ground in rear of the advancing column
was strewn thickly "ith the deatl am! wo1mtletl;
not a gun was fired in reply; there was no confu
sion, and not a step faltere<l as the two gray lines
swept silently and swiftly on ; the pace lJecame
moro rapid every moment; when the men were
within thirty yards of the ravine, and could see the
desperate nature of the work in hand, a wild yell
answered the roar of Federal musketry, ancl they
rushed for the works. The Confederates "·ere
within ten paces of them when the Federals in the
front line lJroke cover, and, leaYing tbeirlog brea;;t
works, swarmed up the hill in their rear, carrying
away their second line with them in their ront.'
Then we bad our "innings." As the lJlue mass
snrge<l up the hill in our front, the Confederate
fire was poured into it with terrible effect. The
target was a large one, the range short, and scarcely
a shot firetl into that liYing mass could fail of its
erraml. The debt of blootl contracted but a few
moments lJefore was paid, and with interest.
Firing as they ad,anced, the Confederates leaped
into the ravine. climbed out on the other side, and
over the lines of breastworks, reaching the crest of
the hill beyond with 13uch rapidity as to capture all
of the Fe,leral artillery (fonrteen pieces) at that
point. We had now reached the high plateau in
rear of the center of General Porter's position,
his line having been completely cut in two, and
thus renrlered no longer tenahle. From the flanks
of the great gap where \Vhiting's didsion bad
torn through, the Federal lines gave way in both
directions. R. H. Anderson's brigade, till then

/ This description of the fighting in front of l\Torell's line is from an extended paper on "The Fight for Richmond
in 1862," which appeared in" The Southern Bivouac" for April, 1887.-ElllTORS.
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in reserve, passed through on the right, aud led
the way for Longstreet's diYisio11, while on the left
the roll of musketry receded toward the Chieka
hominy, anrl the cheering of the victorious Con
federates announced that Jackson, Ewell, and D.
H. Hill were sweeping that part of the field.
The battle was won ; the Federal infantry was
in full tliglit toward the swamps of the Chickahom
iny and the bridges in their rear, leaving a large
portion of their artillery in t.he bands of the Con
feLlerates. But the fighting was not all over.
SeYeral Federnl batteries, posted in reserve on the
further side of the plateau whieh the Confederates
bad gaine<l, opened a rapid but rather ineffective
fire, with the view of covering the retreat of their
infantry. 'l'he 4th Texas and .l 8th Georgia regi
ments of HooL1's, and the 11th l\Iississippi and
4th Alabama of Law's brigade, conti11ued their
advance across the plateau directly npon these
batteries. And here occurred m1 inciLlent of the
battle ·which has been a suuject of much acrimo
nious dispute among Federal ofllc·crs, especially
Generals Porter and Philip St. George Cooke, the
latter eo11nna11ding the cavalry on Porter's extreme
left next to the Chickahomi11.v. In or,ler to protect
the guns upon which Law and Hood were advanc
i11g, General Cooke withdrew a portio11 of his
command from the low grounds near the river
and or<lere,1 a charge by a battalion of the 5th
Unite<! States Cavalry upon the aclvan<:ing Confecl
e1·ates. Our line was ragge<l and irregular, as
eyery sol<lier knows will be the case aft.er such
fighti11g as it had passed through, and the opportu
nity seemeel favorable to check its farther advance
and save the batteries from capture. The charge
was directed upon the center of the Confederate
liue, which was halte,1 and partly re-formeLl to
receive it. Though deliYcre<l in most gallant style,
it was repulsed with heavy loss, i11cludi11g all but
011e of the officers who entered it. This episode
consume<l scarcely more time than it takes to write
it. In the meantime, those of the cavalry who
escaped retreated through the artillery they were
attempting to saYe, an,1 in the confusion of the
retreat most of the guns were captured.
General Porter represents this charge as having
been made on his extreme ldt (Longstreet's right),
all(] beyond the stream alo11g which his infantry
line was originally formed, an,1 seYerely censures
Geueral Cooke, charging him with throwing the
artillery into confusion hy retreating through it

and pre,·entiug it from checking the Confederate
advance. His statement as to the localitv of the
cavalry attack au<l bis charges against ·General
Cooke can11ot be reconciled; for, had Cooke's
cavalry attacked where General Porter says it did,
it would have been utterly impossible for its liue
of retreat to have passed anywhere near the posi
tion of the batteries, and its flight after the repulse
could have had no effect whateYer upon the loss
of the guns. Hoo<l's allll La"·'s line of advance was
directly across the plateau from the left center of
Porter's original liue, where they had broken in,
passing south of an<l near the Watts house on the
plateau; and as the cavalry charge was made upon
the 111, anLl they captured the guns, it follows that the
charge could 011ly have been made there, and not
half a mile nearer the Chickahominy, where it
wonl<l have been objectless, and indeed ridiculous.
I speak positiYely on this point, as I ":tis an eye
witness of the whole affair, commanded the troops
who received the charge, aud was engaged in the
capture of the gnns. ·whatever may be said to
the contrary, it is certain that the batteries, hav
i1Jg llO infantry supports, did not eheck our advallee
for a moment. 'rhe diversion by the cavalry, on
the other hand, did delay their capture for the
short period it took to repulse it, and gave time for
the artillerists to save some of their guns.
While these events were taking place on the pla
teau, heaYy firing was going on immediately upon
the left of the gap in the Federal line through
which we lrnd passed, now some distance in our
rear. As the front was clear, my brigade was
halted and re-formed. This had scarcely been
clone when a Confederate cheer rose from the
woods in the direction of the firing, and a large
body of Federals rushed out upon the plateau on
our left and rear, reti-eating rapidly and in great
confusion. Part of them· passer! to our left, while
the greater portion were running across our rear in
the attempt to escape to the Chickahomii1y swamp
in that direction. l\Iy rear rank was faced about,
a11cl they were called on to sunender. No atten
tion was paid to the first summon;::, and a few shots
were fired into our ranks. A Yolley from our rear
rank, which now faced them, indncecl them to
listen to reason, and they at once threw do"71
their arms in token of surrender.* The 1st and
5th Texas regiments and the Hampton Legion
(Hood's brigade), which it will be remembered were
on the left of l,a,w's hrigade iu the original line of

* The8e troops were the 11th rennsvl vania RcAe1Te�.
of )IcCnll's 11i,ision, aiul the 4th Ne.; Jersey, Slocum's
Lli1·isiou. The 11th lo�t 50 kill<'d, and 634, including
wound<'ll, wnre made 11risoners.
C'olonl'l J. II. Simpsoll, of th<' 4th New ,TcrAey, ex
plains the eircmnstances of t.hc eaptnrc in a letter
writt<'n from the military vrison, Richmond, Yn., Jnly
8th, 186�. in which he s�ys:

were tlie last tn lea,e tlie front, a111l only di,I so wl1en we
fouwl that the n·st of the army lrn1l giYen way, arnl we were
literally smT011111le1l \Jy the infantry nn,I hatteries of tllo
Confe,leratn forc1•s.
"Bl'ing in tho wo0tls, anll trusting to onr AllJWT'ior officers
to iuforn1 u� when to retreat, mHl not lwing- ahle to see on
acconnt of the wornls what was going- nu towanl our right
a111l left, we continued fi�hting prolmbly an honr after e,er:r
other regiment ha,I left tile gronrnl. Tho conseqnence was
i11e,ital.1le. \Ve Wf"ro AUITounUe1l by tPn times onr nnmber,
a111l thon gh we conld Jrnye fong-ht till e,rry nrn11 of us wns
slain, yet humanity, and, as I tllink. wisilo111. 1lictate1l that
we shonlol at last vid,1. . . . Onr casnaltic8, so far as
kuow11, were: killetl, 3S; wounded, 1 n,-totnl 1-Hl,-be�hleR 75
tuis�in�. of who111 a number probably wns kith�,l nnil wourn.let1.
Cousideri11g tho greatjeopanly in which wo were. Jlook HJlOU
it as a great mercy wo all were not sllot do,�u." EDITORS.

·• To relic,o my frie111ls of nll np]lrehenslon about my saft'ly,
I write to Hay that I am 110w lu�ro n prhmner of war, with a
large portion of my regiment, nnd in goo,l hr-nlth an1l RJ1irits.
l\Iy reg-iment wa!-111oste<l in the wornl to sustain the center in
tht'� hattle near Gnines's l\Iill, on Fritlar, J nne 27th, and nohly
ilid it hold. its grmnul till about au honr :ifter the rig-ht a111l
left wi11gs of tho army ha,I fallen uack. J\Iino (4th Now
Jorse:r) an,l Colonel Gallaghor's 11th Pennsylvania Hesor,o

THE CAUSE OF A SJLEN T BA TTLE.
attack, had uot driven the Federal line iu their
front at tl.i e same time with t h e rest of the divis
ion ; but they bad now forced it, and were closely

following the f ugitives. The prisoners, about 8 0 0
i n number, were turned over to the 5th Texas
regiment, which was close on their heels.

'l'HE CAUSE OF A STLEi\T BAT TLE. )

R

BY PROFESSOR JOHN � - DE l\IOTTE, DE PAUW UNIYERSITY, IND.
EFERENCE h as been made to the supposed effect

to Professor Tyndall, aml considered by the latter
of the wind in pre,·enting, as in t h e cnsc of the of sufficient, value to find a place in bis publish ed
heavy ea11 no11adi11g between the Mrr rimac and ro11- ,Yorks :
yrcss, the trausfereuee of sound-waves a distanee
" On the nfternoon of June 27th, 1862, I rode, in cow�
of not over three and one-half miles over water ; pan�- witll General G. \L namlolpl1, t lwn f"ecrC'tary of
and at another t ime, dming the uombanlments of Wnr of t h f', Cont'cc1e!'at e St a t es, to Price's house, about
the Confederate works at Port Royal, n tlistance of nine rui!C's from Riehruon<l. The e'l"ening befol'e Geuernl
not morn than two miles. " The day was pleasant," Lee lln(l begun bis nt tnck on l\frC'lell:m·i, army, by cross
ing t he Cbickabomiuy altout four rnilet:! nbo,c Price·,.,
says the writer, '' and the 11:i11d dill 1iot appcw: 1111 11- and driving in l\lcClellau'1, right wi11g-.
sually i-:tro11r1." Yct '· people living in St. Augustine,
" The battle of Gaines's l\lill wnA fought the afternoon
Florida, told me afterward that the Port Hoyal to which I refer. The vnlley of the Chic-lrnhorniny is
cannouacle was heard at that place, 1 3 0 miles from about one nllll a half mile->! wiclc from bill-top to hill
top. Price's is on one bill-top, that uc'nrcst to Ricll
the fight ." ;_t
moll(l ; Gaines's fa.rm, _ju4 oppoAitf', iA on the other ,
It occurs to me that the effect of the wind i s renehing bnck in n plntean to Col,l ! Inrhor.
greatly exaggerated in these instances. H o w au
" Looldug across the Ynlle�·. I saw a �ootl ,lea! of t he
onliuary breeze could " carry all soumls of llw con batt le, Lee·s right. resting in thP vnlky, the Federal left
flict a,,..ay from people standing within plain sight wing t he Anmc. l\Iy line of 1·isio11 wnt:! 11<•arly iu t he line
of the lines of battle. I saw t he mlnmee of the Con
of i t " and yet carry the same sound l G O miles federates. their repulse two or tbrc·e t imes, :mcl in the
in the opposite t1irection, i s rath er too strongly gray of tlle evening t he finnl retreat of t.he Federal
opposed to scientific fact to remain on record forces. I distinctly snw t he muskct•tire of ltotb lineA,
the smoke, iu<li'l"itl ual diisclrnrges, the llaAh of the guns.
u utlispute,l.
I saw batteries of art. illery 011 ltot.h �ides come into
In all of these cases, is it n ot probable that the
act ion an<l fire rnpillly. Se'l"crnl fiolcl-hatteries on each
varying density of the air b ad much more to do with side were plainly in sigh t . l\Iany. more were hill lly the
this strange acoustic opacity thau th e will(] f
timber which lrnuntlcd t he rangl' of Yi�io11.
" Yet looking for n early two bonrs, from nl,out 5 to
These statements call to mind the prevalent be
lief that fog, sn ow, hail, and rai n , i n deed, a ny con 7 P. ill. ou a midsummer afternoon, nt. a hattle in which
:i t lea;;t 50,000 men were n d 11a1ly cngngc,l, and do11ht
clitions of the atmosphere that render i t optien lly
less a t. least roo pieces of fielcl-artillery, through au
opaque, render it also acoustically opaque ; whicli, atmosphere opticnlly ns limpid :is vossihle, not a single
up to the time of l\Ir. Tyndall's experiments i n the sound of the battle was audible to Gcnernl J :nmlolpb nrn1
English Chan nel, off Dover, had scarcely beeu myself. I remarked it to llim n t. the t ime as :1Btonisbing.
" Between me :ind t.bc ltattle was t hC' deep, hron,l
questioned. His tests made in 1 S 7 8 - 7-! proved
Yalley of tlle Cbieknbomiuy, partly a swamp sbntled
conclusively, as i s uow well known, that 011 cl ear from the clief'!ining sun by the llill,; :uul forest iu the
days the air may be composed of differe11tly l1 eated \l"est (m�· AidE"). Part of t 11c vnll•'Y on each sitlc of the
masses, saturated iu differeut degrees with aqueous swn 111p was clenretl : some in eu1th·at io11, some not.
vapors, which prod nee exactly the deadening effects Hero were f'OJHlitiorn, M p:ihle of proV"icling several belts
of nir. ,-arying in the amount of watery Yapor (am!
describe<] abo,·e.
probahly in tempernt.11rc), nrmngctl like lnminm nt right
I submit as a case iu point a similnr effect, and nngles to t.h e acoustic waves n,; they eame from t.be
its explanation as furnished by l\Ir. H . G . H. Kea.11 bat tle-field to lll('."

+

J Fnr refe1·t1 nces to t-hc phenonH·ua of irn•g-nlar tt·nn::,mi�s1un
or so1111<\ at tin, liat,tle� un the Cl1iclml10miny, see tl1e a rticll"A
of Gc'nerals .Toscph E. Johnston, CT 118ta,·ns W. Smith, au,!
\V111. B. Franklin, J.lJ). 2 1 3, 244. an,\ 368, l'C'S[lCCtin·ly. In
Vol. I., p. 7 1 3, GE'neral n. E. Colston, 111<·11tions tho inter
PRting fnct about tile enga�emPnt Uetween the Co11yrcss aml
ilfcrrimac, a t t h e mcmth of the James Hiver, March Sth. 1 8u:.?.
:_t The Port. Royal iuci,lent 1rn� I'E"late!l in a eommnnica.
l ion to " Th e Cc·ntur.r " magazine lJy l\Jr. S. IL Pre�cott. uf
Concorcl, X. H .. in part as follows : " At the liomlrnrclmcnt
of tile Confeclerate works at Port Royal, South ('arolinn, in
Nm·e1111Jer, T86l . the transport my r.-g-ime11t. was on lay near
euongh inRhorP to giYe us n fine view of the whole 1.Jnttle ;
but only in some temporary lull of the wine\ co11lcl we hear
tile• faintest. sonu<l of firing-. The rla.y was a pleasant on!', arnl
the wine\ clicl n ot appear to be nnusually strong ; hnt I uoticecl
then ancl aftcrwarcl that a breeze ou the coast clown that way
was ,ery clifferent from tlie erra tic gu�ts arnl flaws J hacl
been use,\ to in the New England States, tlle whole at,mos
phere seeming to move in a bocly, giving somul no chance to
t.ravel against it, but carrying it immense distances to t.he
leewanl. Pco11le living at St. Angnstine, Florida. tole\ me
afterward that the Port Royal cannonmle was h eart\ at that
place, 1 50 miles from where the fight took place. A portion
of the siege-batteries at l\Iorris Islancl, South Carolina, were

not more thnn two miles from onr cnrn p, lmt. at times tho
firiug from thmn anti the enemy's l'Pplies conic! only be hear,\
yery faintly eveu at that short clist. n nce, while nt others,
when th,•. wincl blew from the opposite cliri'ctiou, the sonncls
were as sharp ancl distinct ns if the lJa.tt,Jo were taking place
wit1lin n, fe"-,_ rot1s of u :-;."

+

General E. 111 . Lnw. of Le<''S nrmr, in tho "Southern
Bi,·onac" for l\Iay. 188i, speaks ns fol lows of the ·· silent
hattle " of Gaines's l\Iill : " To the trnops stationt'cl near the
river, on the Richmon,! sicle. tlw action at Gaines's l\Iill was
plainly visible, that. part of it, at. l c·ast, which tonk place in
the OIH"U gronrnl. I ha..-o ht'en tolcl hy an eye.witness that
from Price's honse, on the opposit e sicle. he conic! ,list.i n<'lly
sec' the C'onfeclerMe lines ac\vancing to the attack through
the open ground he�·on,\ the C'llicknhominy swamp. nn<l conltl
tlistlnguish t il e ,lirection of the lines of IJnttlc- hy t he Yolnme
of smolrn arising from t\1e woocls fart.11<'1" to t.he Confedernte
,·enter ancl left. Bnt it was all lilrn :t pantomime ; nut a
sonncl conld be liearcl, n�ithn- t h e tremeJJClous roar of t h e
nrnsl,etry nor even tile reports o f the nrtille1·y. As they saw
onr assanlting lines recoil from the onset., as they wero
several t im es cornpelletl to do early in tho fight, the anxiet. y
of our fricntls ' over the riYer ' to help was lu tense ; bnt the
enemy was in their front also, arnl their time for action woultl
soon come."
EDITORS.

REAR-GUARD FIGHTING DURING THE CHANGE OF BASE.
BY "\\'ILLLHI B. FRAXKLL'>, l\IAJOR-GEXERA.L, U. S. Y.

positions of the troops holding the Union line on tho
T HE
sonth side of the Chickahominy on the �6th of Jnue,

186:2 (the clay before the battle of Gaines's J\lill), -were the
following: General ,V. F. Smith's di-vision of my corps,
the Sixth, held the right of the line, its right resting on
the hill overlooking the Chickahominy [two miles north of
Fair Oaks station], and my other division, General Slocum's,
was next on the left. Going toward the left, General
Sumner's corps came next, then General Heintzolman's,
T
and then, on the extreme left reaching to 'I\ hite Ouk
Swamp, General Ke�·os'::; corps. ) On the �6th an epaule
men t ,,T as thro""-·ll up by the troops of the Sixth Corps in
a, wheat-field in front of onr lines on Golding's farm,
which was ready for guns on the morning of the 27th.
Dmi.11g the night of the :!6th fi,·e batteries of the Artil
lery Rese1Te, nndor tho cornlllnllCl of Colonel (now General)
fF G. ,v. Getty, were colloctocl in rear of the epanlemeut,
ready to take position in it nnd commence a heavy artil
lery fire on the enemy's line opposite. [See map, p. 384.]
Golding's is near the Chickahomiuy on the extreme right
u,..
of tho Union iutrenchecl line. Five days' rations, cold tea
in the canteens, etc., etc., had been issued, so that m·ery
thing· was ready to follow up the projected bomharclrnent, which it was pre
sumed 'lrnulcl commenee on the morning of the :27th. Bnt on the evening of
the �6th the fight at Beaver Dam Creek occmTel1, and General l\IcClelhm
cal1ed at my headquarters on his way to confer with General Porter as to
his operations of the next day. I was then absent at General Slocum's
heaLlqnarters, conferring with him in regard to the attack we were expecting
to make, auc1 therefore missed Geueral ::.\IcClellan, so that I receiYed no word
from him until tho next morning.
About daylight on the 27th I received orders to seutl General Slocmn's divis
ion across the Chickahomiuy to report to General Porter. 'l'his order was
conntermanded a short tillle after the division had started by way of 'IYoocl
bnry's Bridge, and it returned to its sfation. About 10: 30 o'clock in tho
morning the enemy opened on our artillery with theirs, doubtless nua,rnre of
,o."o,THE72D PENNSVLVAN ..,
BAXTER'S FIRE ZOUAVES,

) General Heintzelman's corp�, the 3d, adYanced
to the positions held by its outposts on the �Gtb,
after a sharp engagement along the whole line on the
'.:!;3tb, known as Oak Grove, 01· King's School House.
Oak Groye was the fir,;t of I he Se Yen Days' uaLtles.
Tbe Union loss was G7 killed, ;104 wounded, 55
missiug, The Confederate reports show a total
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loss of 4-.1-J. (For the strategy of this moYemeut
see Gcueral l\IcClellan's article, page ·1 7!).) The
gronud secnretl by this action Yaried in frout of
the different brigades, and was from a qnarter of
a mile to one mile in advance of the line that bad
been held by the Third Corps since the battle of
Seven Piues.-EDIT0RS.
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UNION TROOPS BUILDING THE CORDUHOY APPHO.\CIIES TO G!UPEYIXE BRIDGI3,
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l'HO�I A WA!l-TDIE l'flOTOGRAl'H.

It was maiuly by tllis bridge that the Union trnopR were withdrawn the night after the battle of Gaines's Illill.

the five batteries of re erve artillery mention cl above. The fire ,,as kept up
for an hour, and as their. slackened, so did onrs, until both sides cea ·ed firing.
Two hour. before the bombardment began I received orders not to do any
thing to bring on a, general engagement, and after the cessation of the artillery
fire everything was quiet in our front for several hours. At 2 o'clock I was
ordered again to send General Slocum's division to report to Ge11eral Porter.
The division went, became engaged at once in the battle of Gaines's l\iill,
where it lost very heavily, and did not retnrn to its station nntil after nightfall.
During the afteruoou several of the heavy guns with us wrro nsed with
effect ou columns of the enemy on the north side of the Chickabominy mov
ing· again. t General Porter, can::iing them to fall back and seek some other
ronte of attack. The range wns about two and one-half miles. Abont snn
down General Hancock'. brigade, which held the extreme right of General
Smith's line, was attacked furion ly by the enemy. It was nearly dark when
the fight began, and the combatants were not fifty yards apart; bnt General
Hancock was, as usual, equal to the occasion, and the enemy was driven bnck.
This fight was preceded by a severe artillery fire from the enemy, which, how
ever, was soon silenced. This clay's operations of Smith's division were known
a "rrhe Action at Golding's [ or Garnett's] Farm."
The position held by General Smith's division was about one and one-half
miles from the Gaines's Mill field; and, possibly because the interval was

"'
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THE UETREAT FUOJl THE CllICKAIIOMINY.

FROl\I A SKETCH llIADE ON THE FIELD AT THE TIME.

seeno i� near l\IcClellan's headquarters at Dr. Trent's farm, before day. Theon
Sunday, Juno 29th; the Sixth Corps (Franklin's) is falling baek; the fires
light
am from the lmruing of commisRary stores and forage; the artlllery in position
covers the approaches froiu the Chiekahuminy, the artillerymen resting

underneath the guns. Tho regiment in the middle-ground is th� 16th Now Yorl,,
who wore straw hats in this campaign, and were, partly m eonsec:iucD:ce,
such conspicuous targeti, for the enemy that in tho Seven Days' fightmg
they lost 228 men.-EDITORS,
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filled with dense timber, not a gun of the Gaines's l\Iill lmttle was heard lJy
the troops in our vicinity.
The next morning, the 28th of June, General Smith's division was rnoYed
to the rear and left of the cleariug of Golding's form; General Slocum's
division remaining to the rear and right of �mitb, where it had taken position
the night before. During this retrograde movement the enemy kept up a
lively cannonade from the left, £rout, anrl right, l1ut did remarkably little
harm. A sharp infantry attack, however, ·was made upon the 19th Pennsyl
vania regiment, Colonel Irwin, and the 33d N"ew York regiment, Colonel
Taylor, who were the la t to evacuate the position. The time of the
attack was about the middle of the afternoon, and the attacking force was
the 7th and 8th Georgia regiments. It wa handsomely repulsed, and
Colonels Lamar and To·wers of the Georgia regiments ,nth 50 officers and
men were taken
prisoners, and
more than 100
were killed and
wounded. [This
action of the
28th, as also that
of the 27th,
see p. 367 ,- is
known as Golcl
ino·::,'s and Garnett's Farms.] t
That
evenmg
the corps com
manders were
L>R. TTIENT'S F.AlOI-11< •U�E, ,\l<'CLELLA..','$ HEADQUARTERS.
FRO�! A l'IIOTOGTI.\I'll T ..\KEN IN 1885.
assembled
at
Ge11C"ral :ITC' ldlan's teuts WC'l'<' nuder the two trres at the right. The Chitlrnboruiuy
General l\IcOlellies to the left behind the hou�e, and i. a little more than half a mile dhtaut.
Ian's headquarters at the Trent house. r.rhe commanding g·eneral announced to us bis pur
pose to begin a movement to the James River on the next day, and each
corps commander was furnished with a map on which were laid clown the posi
tions that the respective corps were to hold until the next evening, when all the
troops remaining near their present positions were to moYe across the "'White
Oak Swamp en route for the James. The assembly broke np about 2 o'clock
in the morning, each corps commander haYing received all the information
necessary to determine his action for the 29th, should nothing unforeseen occur.
The relative position of the Sixth Corps was not changed. Smith's cliYision
was still to have its right on the Chfrkahominy, extending clown the river,
where it "\\as to touch the left of l\IcCall's diYision (that crossed the Chicka
hominy clnriug the night of the 27th), ,Yhicb, however, played no part in hold
ing the line on June 29th, as it crossed White Oak Swamp early in the clay.
tAlso on the ::?8th a detachment of Cobb's Georgia Legion (cav:-ilry) bad a skirmish at Dispatch
Station with the pickets of the Stb Illinois Cavalry.-EDITORS.

l
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Tills BATTLE OF SAVAGE'S STATION,

Tim 2500 sicl{ ancl wonrnlecl in the fic!<l-hospitals, ancl
their attenclant8, "·ere left hehincl when the army fell
back from Savagc'8 Station, clnring tlrn night followiug
the engagement. The explosion ou the railway i8 of a

-

¾:: ..,_ �--

-----�,..._

FRO)! A SKETCH _MADE AT THE Tli\IE.

Union orclnance train. Other orclnanee trains were set
ou fire ancl were run back to Bottom's bridge, where
they plnngccl into the Chickahominy, as shown in tile
picture on the 11ext page.

General Slocum's division was to be at Savage's Station, in reserve. Then
came Sumner's corps and Heintzelman's. Keyes's corps was to cross the
1V11ite Oak Swamp at once. Porter's corps had already crossed the swamp,
and was nmler orders to press forward to a position on the James River.
'rhis ne-w line was about two miles nearer the '\Vhit8 Oak Bridge-than the
intrenchecl line in front of Fair Oaks and Goldiug's farm (described nbove),
nnd ,vas nearly parallel. It "'as much shorter than the old line, its left reach
ing nearly to the swamp, and its right to the brink of the Chickahominy hills.
'rhis second line was abont three-quarters of a mile in front of Savage's Sta
tio11 on the York River Railroad, which had been the depot for unloading and
storing supplies for the troops that held the old line, and where bad been
gathered in tents �500 sick and wounded, most of the latter from Gaines's 1\Iill.
General Slocnm's nnd General Smith's cliYisions both moved to their new
positions before daylight of Sunday, the 29th of June-the day of the fight
ing at Savage's Station. As General Slocum's division had suffered so severely
in the battle of Gaines's l\Iill, and had not yet recovered from its exhaus
tion, General l\IcClellan ordered it to cross 1\Thite Oak Swamp at once, and it
accordingly left its position. Through some inadvertence I was not informed
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of this change of plan; so when I joined Geuernl Smith early in the morning,
I found him in his proper position, bnt with au interval of more than a
mile between him and the troops on the left.. It was soon learned, by send
ing out cavalry, that General Sumner had not moved from the position that
he held the clay before, and was, at the very time we learned this fact,
engaged with the enemy at Allen's farm.! It was also apparent that strag
gling parties of the enemy were in front of the interval already mentioned.
These circumstances showed an alarming state of things, and General Smith
and I rode over to Sa;vage's Station to learn something of the positions of
other troops. We fonnd no troops in the vicinity except Genernl l\Ieagher's
brigade and the 15th l\Ias achnsotts Infantry, which had been sent to the sta
tion to de�troy the stores that had to be abandoned. I at once '>note General
Sumner, describing the situation, and informing him that I should move
General Smith's division to Sa-vage's Station, the vicinity of which offered a
good fighting position, and ac1Yising him to bring his corps to that place.
He answered the note at once, telling me that he was then engaged with the
enemy, and that as soon as things were quiet he wonlcl join me with his corps.
Soon after I had sent to General Smnner General Heintzelman rode up, and
I told him what I had clone. He approYed, and saict that he would also join
us at the station with his corps. Ho afterward changed his mind, however,
and instead of halting in the wood in front of the station, as we naturally
supposed he would, he marched off toward White Oak Bridge, hidden from
ns by the "·oods, and crossed
the swamp, so that we saw him
no more that clay, supposing,
nevertheless, until we were at
tacked by tho enemy, that his
troops were in position on a
part of our front.� General
Smith's division arrived nt the
station about noon or shortly
after, and took position on the
left in a wood. General Snm
uer's corps, consisting of Gen
eral Jolrn Sedgwick's and
General Israel B. Richardson's
1:uxl\"1:-;G Amiux1nox T1u1xs 1xTo TIIE c111cKA110)1L'sY.
divisions, arrived abont � P. ill.
There was a cleared field of several acres on the north side of tbe railroad,
filled with hospital tents laid ont in rows, each tent containing fifteen or
i Snmuel"'s co11)s, retiring, left the works at Pair
Oaks at daylight and halted for bivouac on Allen's
farm, between the "Williamsburg road and the rail
road. The Confederates of J\Iagruder's command
opened on the troops ::>,t 9 A. M. with mnsketr.v and
artillery, and a spirited fight was kept up until 11
o'clock. This engagement is known also as the
Peach Orchard.- EDITORS.
} General Heintzelman in his report says:

"The whole open space near SaYage's .vas
cro.vded with troops -more than I supposed
could be brought into action judidously." Ile
then states that an aide of the commanding general
n·as with him to point out the roa,l for bis crossing.
"I ordered the whole of my corps to take this
road, with the exception of Osborn's and Bram
hall's batteries." These were turned over to
General Smith's division.- W. B. F.
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YJEW OF SA,AGE'S f'.TA'f!ON FROM TIIF, NORTH SIDE OF THE RAILROAD,
)!ADE BEFORE THE BATTLE.

The. rnilrond pnRsPs close to tlw sonth sitlc of Savn1'C'8
house. In the fore1'rournl nrc shown 1.mrinl trcnchcR,
::m<l in the pcn<"h orehnrd tlle graYcs of officers. The

FRO)! A SICETCll

11eg1·0 cnhins on the left were usecl by the Sanitary Com
miBRion; the 1'nm, ou the right, was n l!os]lital, 1.Jut most
of t.lJC woundctl were shelt.crcd in the tents.

tweuty men on comfortable, clean bec1s, with the necessary surgeons and
attendants. South of the railroad, mid between it anc1 the ,Villiamsbnrg road,
was another clearing, east of which was a ravine running obliquely across
the railrnac1, its edges skirted by trees, and the ra-viue itself filled with under
growth. This clearing ,Yns nearly square, and was about one-third or one-half
mile in length and brcndth. In front of the ravine were some small hills
which made good shelter for the troops; ancl west of the clearing was timber,
where we supposed General Heintzelman's troops to be; on the left of tho
\VilliamsJmrg road was timber also, and General Smith's c1ivi.sion was in
positiou therein. Smnner's corps took position in the elearing lwtwecn the
,Villiamslmrg road a.ncl the raih-oad. Bnrns's brigade of Sedgwick's division
was in front, Seclgwick's other two brigades being just behind. The three
brigades of Richardson's division, Meagher having joined him, were farther to
the rear, hnt more to the right. Three batteries of field-artillery, Hazzarcl's,
Pcttit's, anc1 Osborn's, were posted toward the left, near the front of the ravine.
'11he clay was hot and snltry anc1 wore mYay slowlr as we waited either to
be attacke<l or at nightfall to stm-t for ,Vhite Oak Bridge. Large qnnntities
of nll kinc1s of quartermasters' and other stores, partly in cars, were burning
at the station, and at intervals shells would burst as the fire reached them,
janing the nerves of the tired and expectant men.
Shortly before 4 o'cloek General Sedgwick and I rode over to the hospital to
visit some of om· wounded friends, whose condition was found to be as com
fortable as could be expected under the circumstances. From the hospital we
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started to make a call upon General Heintzelman, whose supposed position
has ah'eady been described. As we rode over the open field we saw a group
of men come out of a wood on the north of the railroad, but some distance
from the place where we expected to find Heintzelman. I thought they were
onr men, but General Sedgwick looked at them more closely, stopped, and
exclaimed: ""\Vhy, those men are rebels!" We then turned back iu as dig
nified a manner as the circumstances would permit. Ent '\\Te had hardly
started when they opened on ns with a field-piece, keeping np a liYely and
1mcomfortable fire. A second piece soon joined the first, and they kept np the
fire until they were silenced by our batteries. This ludicrous incident pre
vented ·what might have been a disastrous surprise for onr whole force. A
few minutes afterward, before we hacl reached our troops, the signal-officers
reported the approach of a, force of infantry aud a railroad car upon which
was a rifled cannon, from the diredion of Richmond. This artillery car
halted in a cut of the railroad a little distance in front of the station, and
at once began to shell the troops in the open field, and so about 5 o'clock
the fight was begun. I immediately sought General Sumner, to inform
him of the situation and get instructions. He had been fighting at the
head of his corps during the morning [at the peach orchard], and, being
much exhausted, was asleep when I reached his headquarters. I awoke
him, and in a short time he had ordered two regiments of General Bnrns's
brigade to attack at a point in the timber in front near the Williams
burg road, where the enemy's infantry had by this time appeared. These
regiments entered the w
· ood, and before they became engaged were joined
by the 1st l\linnesota Regiment. General Bm·ns extended his line to the
vicinity of the railroad, , o that its center was necessarily weak. During
this movement the enemy's artillery played with effect upon om· troops,
bnt was answered and finally silenced by the three batteries on our side
already mentioned.
The enemy made the infantry attack with great fury, and pierced the cen
ter of General Burns's line. General Burns was wounded, bnt remained on the
field. At this time General Snmuer placed himself in front of two regiments
and waved his hat. "\Vith a cheer they rnovecl forward at double time to the
endangered place in General Bnrns's line, enabling him to rectify it and drive
the enemy from his front. Several other regiments joined General Burns's
line at about the same time, bnt the fight was over not long after the charge,
and the enemy was driven from the wood. A Confederate battery placecl near
the "\Villiamsburg road was compelled to withdraw in haste. On the left Gen
eral Brooks's brigade of General Smith's cliYision, Sixth Corps, moYed fonvard,
with its right on the Williamsb1�rg road, against a force of the enemy that
was moving south of that road in the wood skirting the open field. It teadily
drove back the enemy, meeting with heavy loss, particularly iu the 5th Ver
mont Regiment. Darkness ended the fight. General Brooks was wounded
in the leg, bnt did not leave the field. Hancock's and Davidson's brigades
[Smith's division] were posted some distance to the rear to repel an antici
pated attack from the right and rear, bnt were not engaged. "\Vhen the fight
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PLAN OF THE IUTTLE AT SA'VAGE'S STATION.

The order in which the Uniou troops entered
the fight is thus described by General ,Villiam ,V.
Burns, in a letter elated Go-vornor·s Island, ]I.fay
10th, 18S5:
"The enemy nppearing in the woods west of Sn-rnge's
Stntion, Gonernl Snrnuer sent mo forwnnl to occupy tho
spneo between the Willi:nnsJmrg- rond nnd tile rnilrond.
Thinldllg- tlmt two regiments of my JJrigade would suf
fiee, I letl them forward to tho feuc-es, at tho edge of tho
woods on th
. e Wl'Rt side of tho l'lenring, about Jh·e lnm
<lre,l yanls llistnnt from the raYim•. ou t.lic enst side of
tl1e clearing. General Snmne1· hn<l his hendquarter�
enst of thiR woo<ll'<l rnYine nnd c·ouhl not ob�er,e what
wns oeeurriug on the west side of tho opl'n field.
·· When I renchNl tho fenceBI sent. Bkirmishers tllrongh
th
. r helt of trees, aJHl Joun<l the cnl'my nd ,:rneing 011 tho
Williamslmrg ro:id nn<l on t-he railroad, where Genernl
Lee's famons rnilroml monitor wnH slowly app:roaehing.
I had to throw hacl, the right ,·ompany of thn right regi•
ment, the 72<1 Penn�yl,nnin-, to rake the monitor. Thru
I found my two regiments not rn011gh to ext encl across
l>ct'"een th(' \\'illiarn�IJnrg road aU<l the railroml. I sent
an ai,!e in lrn,te after m�· other 1 wo regiments, inform
ing Genernl S111u11c>r of the situation. The 1st. l\Iiunesotn,
of Gormnn•� hrigad<>. l>eiug most handy. wa� first Rent,
ms two reserve regiments fnllo,ying. While plncing the
1st l\linnrsota on the left to cxten,l ncr<>Rs tile Willinms
burg roa,l, the hattle h,'gan. l\fy 1·\ght flanl, swept the
rnilroncl monitor, which had advnncrd to the erlgeof the
woods, nllll it ran hack. The bnttle mo,e,l to my left.
and I disco,l't·c<l thnt our work» r·n"t of Sr,en Pines llnd
been evnc>untcd 1,y Hoiutzelmnu. I thr<'W hncl;: the left
llnnk of tl1e 1st l\Iilrnesota nr-ross the WilliamBbnrg rorul
nnd seut the Gath l'em1sJ·lvania of my hrigade t.o pro
]011g the left, to pre,·ent. the turning movement of the
enemy; at the same time inforu1in_g-Gencral Smnncr of
the cornlitiou, in front. He wonl,l uot helie,e that
Heiutzelman linll withdrawn until I �rut mv last
mounted man, urging nnd dcm1111din.g r,,i'nforeeinents.
The 71stI'<:'llnRylrnnia (also en lied the-li-t Cnlifornia). of
my brign<ll', arri\·iug, I placed it hchind tile ceuter of
rny line whc·re a gap had beeu mn,lc 1,y extending t.110
1Rt l\Iiunesota to thr loft. Ge11er:1l Franklin sent Gen
eral Broo1,s·R l1riga<le to the left of nw line to cheek the
turning mo,ernent of the ene111y, �ll(l 8mnuer, when
he 1·ealizc<l that Heintzelman li:ul withrlrawn. sent Gor
man·s aud Dnna's hrigncles to my support in h·ol!t.
"Genernl Sumner formed the 88th New York, of

l\Ienghl'r's h1·igadl', nrnl the 5th New Hnmpshire, of
C'altlwell's 1.Jrigndc, for a charge. A rnnss of men came
up in my rear in full yell. l hnltc,l the crowd anll nsked
for tlleir commander. 'I nm Captain l\IcCartan of the
88th :Yew York, sir,' exclaimed nu officer. I got tllem
into line (nhont 250 men),facing up the Williamsburg
road, which wns rakl'tl by the grnpe and cnnister of the
enemy's hattericR. T ga,e the comrnarnl, double quiclr
chnrge ! They weut in with a hnrrnh, nml the en<:'my's
bnttery fell hn<'IL Gcnernl l\IcClellan rnistakcnly go.Yo
the credit of thnt gallnnt eho.rge to the 69th New York.
It srcms thnt the 5th New Hnmpshlre hnlted before
the charge wllich Genernl Snmuer had put in motion
renched me.
·• I wa8 shot in the fnce witlt a miuie-ho.ll at the time
tho enemy brolrn through the gap in the center. Tlt<:'re
we had a hnml-to-lrnm( cnco1iuter, wl!icb determined
tl1e dny iu our fayor. At nightfall I relieved the first
line, its arnnrnnit.ion bring exhansted, with the 71st
l'enusylvnnia, the 15th nnd 20tlt l\Iassnch11settR, nnd the
82d Xcw York. lily report of the Seven Days' fighting
was mnde nt IIarl'i�oll·s Bnr iu hot. .Inly. I wns pros
trated with m�- wound. rnnlarin, and twenty-eight dnJ-s
of constnut strain, nntl "\\·ns 11nnhle to write or to collect
my thoughts. The bnttle nt Glrndal<> on the 30th of
,Tnuc, the next <ln,.1' nfter that of Snrnge•s Stntion, was
�a,ecl J)y my 1.Jrigarlc., l\'hich krpt the enemy from
piercing the center of the .L\rmy of tbe I'otomnc; lrnt,
like tho iustnnce nbo,e, history lrns giYf'n the crertit
to 'Gencrnl l\Iis11nclerstaudiug,' who, in history, fights
most bnttlcs."

Parts of Hazznrcrs, Pettit's, ancl Osborn's bnt
terries 11·ere engaged on the Union side.
The Confeclerat.e infantry north of the railroad
(CoblJ's, Toombs's. and Anderson's brigades) did
not take au ncthe part in tbo battle. Anderson's
brig�cle is not sho"\\·n, its position being outside the
northern bounds of the map.
The Confederate artillery eugaged eomprisecl
Kemper's battery, two gnns of Hart's battery,
nntl Lieutenant Barry's "3:?-pounder rifled gun
mounted on a rail-car, aud JJroteeted from cannon
shot by a slopi11g roof, in frout, eoyered with
plntes of iron, through which a port-hole had been
pierced."
EDITORS.
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was oYer, our troops held the contested ground. Thefr behaYior throughout
the fight had been admirable.\
The Confederate force engaged in this fight was commanded by General J.
B. l\Iagruder, and consisted of Semmes's and Kershaw's brigades, Kemper's
battery, and two regiments of Barksdale's brigade opposite Olli' left. Cobb's
di,ision and two guns of Hart's battery were north of the railroad to the right
of our line. Cobb's infantry ,,as not engaged.
About a half-hour after the fight was ended, I suggested to General Sum
ner that if he had no objection I would carry out the commanding general's
orders, so far as I was concerned, and cross the White Oak Swamp with
General Smith's cli,ision. "\Ye were then on the field. His answer was, "Xo,
General, you shall not go, nor will I go-I never leaYe a victorious field.
Why! if I had twenty thousand more men, I would crush this rebellion." I
then told him that I wonld show him a dispatch from General l\IcClellan
directing that all of the trnops should cross during that night. With some
difficulty a candle was found and lighted, and the general read the dispatch.
After reacting it be exclaimed, with some excitement, "General l\IcClellan did
not kno" the circumstances when be "rote that note. He did not know that
we would fight a battle and gain a victory." I ,,as at my wit's encl. I knew
that General ::\IcClellan's arrangements did anticipate a fight exactly like that
just over, and that unless the whole force was on the other side of the swamp
by the next morning, bis moYement might be seriously delayed. 1\IoreoYer, I
belie,·ed that if we staid where we were, the enemy ,rnuld be upon us in force
enough to defeat us utterly 011 the ne:s:t morning, endangering the remainder
of the army. Yet by all military usage I was under General Sumner1s orders.
At this juncture General Smith asked me to introduce Lieutenant l\Iathew
Berry, bis aide-de-camp, to General Sumner. ..After the introduction, Lieuten
ant Berry told General Sumner that be bad seen General l\IcClellan only a
short time before, that he knew there bad been a fight, and fully expected that
all of the troops would cross the swamp that night. General Sumner was
con,inced by this statement, and with great reluctance permitted me to con
tinue the movement toward the swamp, be following immediately after.
General Smith's di,ision crossed the White Oak Bridge about 3 o'clock on
the morning of June 30th, and went into position on the left of the road lead
ing from the bridge toward the .James RiYer. The batteries of the division
were already there in position. It faced about so that its left rested
upon the road, the di,ision bearing southward from the road. At the same
time I reported to McClellan at his headquarters.
The rear of Sumner's corps, Richardson's di\ision, crossed the bridge at 10
o'clock in the morning, destroyed it, and took position some clistauce on
Smith's left, nearly in line with him. Both divisions guarded the crossing.
After the fight at Savage's Station was over, Hazzard's battery of Richard'\ General E. �I. Law says in the "Southern
Bivouac" for l\lay, 18S7: "The. battle of Sa,age's
Station, although a 'drawn fight' as far as the
possession of the field was concerned, was practically a victory for the Federals. Though their loss

was three times as great as that of the Confed
erates, they accomplished the main plll'pose of the
battle, which was to gain time for the passage of
trains, artillery, and troops across White Oak
Swamp."

3 76

REAR-GUARD FIGHTING DURING THE CHANCE OF BASE.

son's division was unhitched, its captain not supposing there was to be any
fm·ther movement that night, and the men and horses weut to sleep, as usual
when there was opportunity, which was not often in those days. The division,
as has been told, moved off, and by accident no notice of the movement was
sent. to Captain Hazzard. On the next morning he heard reveille sounded by
drums and trumpets from positions that be knew onr troops did not hold the
evening before. Everything in his vicinity was quiet. He took in the situa
tion at once. He had been left behind, and the enemy might be upon him at
any moment. He bad the battery quietly hitched up, sent the caissons off in
advance, and, bringing· up the rear with two gnus ready to open on a pursuing
force, started off at a walk. .,When he was clear of the field he ordered the
battery to trot. He arrived without harm at the -,White Oak Bridge at that
pace just as General Ridrnrdson was on the point of destroying it. He
found on the road many stragglers who vrnre coolly wandering along ,,ith
no suspicion that they wern behind everybody, and by his warning was the
means of saving many soldiers from a Richmond prison. The pluck and
coolness shown in this exploit of Captain Hazzard were admirable. He wns
killed the next day while doing excellent work with his battery.
As the result of the dispositions made by the coinmandiug general of the
troops (a part of "'hose operations has jnst been described) a whole day was
gained in getting a large part of the army to the James River without
serious opposition, and into a proper defensive position; the enormous trains
and heavy artillery had been given a start of twenty-four hours, insuring
theiT safe arrival at the river. The rear of the army also had crossed White
Oak Swamp, leaving the way clear to the James River, while at the same
time a strong force was ready to protect the movement during its completion.
On the enemy's side, the slowness of Jackson in getting his force to the sonth
side of the Chickahominy (he only arrived at Savage's Station at 3 o'elock on
the morning of June 30th) had preYented us from being defeated in the fight
of Jnne 29th. The 28th and 29th had been occupied by Jackson in disposing
of the dead and wounded at Gaines's l\Iill and in repairing Grapevine Bridge.
On the north (the enemy's) side of ,Vhite Oak Swamp, the road for more
than a quarter of a mile approaches the TVhite Oak Bridge through low
ground, open to mtillery fire from the south side. [See map, p. 384.J On the
right of the enemy, looking to the rear, there were hills covered with thick
woods approaching the road, forming good cover for artillery, and making it
possible for a large force to gather in the wood unseen from our side. The
samo range of hills continues up the stream, and approaches quite near it at
Brackett's Ford, about one mile above ,Vbite Oak Bridge. Both of these
crossings were passable for artillery, but the bridges had been destroyed by
our troops in the morning, after everything had crossed and before the
appearance of the enemy.
On our side of the swamp, the ground rises from the bridge, and the road
passes along the right, or east, of a ravine nnd joins the Long Bridge road
about one and a quarter miles from the swamp. On the left of the ravine
was a cleared space about a half-mile long in the direction of the swamp and
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running back about the same distance. At the s-wamp the clearing was fringed
with trees and nnderbrush, and about half-way up the clearing to the left of
the ravine were a small farm-honse and some slight out-buildings. On the
right of the ravine was a similar clearing, extending from the swamp about a
furlong back. All other ground in the vicinity was covered with timber nncl
underbrnsh. (The troops were disposed as shown 011 the map, p. -HO.)
The cleared space at this time had in it many wagons of tho train, and
Colonel R. 0. Tyler's 1st Connecticut Heavy Artillery, which I ordered to
the rear at once. Glad
enough would I have
been to keep this
accomplished officer,
with his gallant regi
ment and heavy gnus,
but we both knew that
he was needed at
the James River. At
about 10: 30 in the
morning, as near as I
can now recollect, I
accompanied General
l\IcClellan to the iuter
section of the Charles
City and
Quaker
roads, about two miles
from the ,Vhite Oak
Bridge. I found Gen
eral Slocum's di vision
posted sommvhat i11
rear of the intersec
tion of those roads,
and in front of the
road leading from
Brackett's Forcl. A
.\UJIJR-GE�ER,11, WILLIA�! B. Fl:A�KLI:-'.
srnall portion of his
From a. photograph taken ill Augu�t. 1862, when General Franl,lin wn�
tcrn1rnrarilr at home on sick lea,c.
infantry and one gun
were posted near Brackett's Forcl. His cli,·ision formed the right of the
force which later in the day fought the battle of Glendale or Frayser's farm.
The small force at Brackett's Ford defeated au attack at that point, some
time during the day.
At the junction of the Charles City and Quaker roads General l\IcClelJan
had a conference with the corps commam1ers (Snmner, Heintzelman, and
Franklin), and when it was ended he went toward the James River. A
short time afterward I received an order directing me to take charge of the
force gnarding the White Oak Bridge, and I immediately started back. I
had gone but a short distance when a bombardment commenced in the
VOL. II. 25
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direction of the bridge, the severity of which I had never heard equaled in
the field. 'I1he wood through which I was riding seemed torn to pieces with
ronnd shot and exploding shells. Bnt the danger was really greater from
falling branches than from the shot, which did small damage.
It appears that Jackson, having left Savage's Station early in the morning,
anived at the vicinity of ,Vhite Oak Bridge about noon, without exciting
suspicion of his presence on onr part, the whole movement being hidden by
tho woods. Here, masked by the trees, he massed about thirty guns, ,-vhich
opened simultaneously on the troops in the clearings, and on the rear part of
the wagon trnin, which had not yet started from the clearing where it had
passed the night. The troops immediately got under cover of the TI"ood,
except Caldwell's brigade [Richardson's division], which was guarding the
batteries. It remained in the open ground, and lost many men, bnt the effect
of the firing ,nts otherwise snrnll, except on the wagon train, which was
thrown into some confusion, many of the wagons not being hitched up.
l
''h0se were at first abandoned by the tlrivers, bnt nearly all got away during
the day. One field-piece was dismounted. The batteries were, ho·wever, soon
in position to return the enemy's fire, which they did w·ith snch effect that
m,rn�· of his gnus were silenced. It was hc,·e that Captain Hazzard, nlready
mentioned, was mortally wounded, ·ending a brilliant career with a glorions·
death. Captain (afterward Genornl) Romoyn B. Ayres, who commanded the
artillery of Smith's diYision, usetl his gnus with excellent effect. Ono of the
enemy's batteries came into Yiew near the bridge, but was forced to retire
almost innneflintely. The bombardment lasted with great seYerit>· for nbont
a half-hour, ,drnn it slackened and gradually fell off, opening again at inter
vnls during the dny, but never with its original vigor. A eavnlry force
11hich was sent over b>' the enemy just after the bombardment had reachet1
its height was forced to retire much fastt,r than it advanced.
The development of our defense of the crossing convinced General Jack
son that it would be impossible for him to force it. At any rate, he made no
a,ttempt tluriug tho day to cross his infantry, nuless sending sharp-shooters
aeross to pick off our lJickets may he so considered. The fight at ,Vhite Oak
Britlge was entirely "-ith artillery, there beillg' little musketry firing.
About J o'doek the enemy made a movement to our left, threatening
BrnC'kett's Fonl, where I knew we were very weak. rrhis was met by Dana's
and Colonel Alfred Sully's brigades of Sedgwick's division, whieh were sent
by General Sumner upon infonnation of the danger. There was no further
movement in that direction after these troops appeared, and they were
retnrnecl to General Sumner about 5 o'clock, in time to do good sen'ice at
Glendale. rrownrd sundown, at the request of General Sumner, Caldwell's and
::.\Ieagher's brigades of Richardson's di,'ision were also sent to reenforce him.
No other moYement was made by General Jackson's foree during the clay.
Onr artillery fired at whatever conld be seen on the other side, and was
nnswerecl hy theirs in what seemed a reluctant manner. ..When the bom
bardment began, the mules belonging to an engineer pouton-tra.in were being
,,atered at the swamp. The noise stampeded them, and they rushed to the
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rear, goiug through one of the regiments of l\Ieagher's brigade, and disabling
more men than were hurt in the brigade during the remainder of the day.
The mules were seen no more, and the ponton-train was deserted. Captain
(afterward General) 1\I. T. 1\Ic1\Iahon, of my staff, volunteered to burn the
train about 5 o'clock. It was a plucky thing to do, for the train was under the
gnus of the enemy, who knew its value as well as we did, and the presump
tion was that he would open hir:i guns on it. But Captain 1\Ic1\Inhon got ten
volunteers, and the train was soon in flames. He found four mules already
harnessed, and brought off in trinmph the most valuable wagon with this team.
In the house which has been described as about the middle of the left clear
ing lived an old man with n young wife and a child nbont two years old. He
came to me about 10 o'clock and asked if I thought there would be a fight
there that day. I told him thnt there certainly would be. He then asked
when I thought it would begin. I thought in about half an hour. "Then,"
said he, "I will have time to take my wife and child to m>7 brother, who lives
about half a mile clown the swamp, nnd get back before it begins."
"Yes," said I, "but why come back at a.111"
"Why," said he,"if I don't your men ,,ill take all my chickens and ducks.''
So he departed with his wife and child and in a little while returned.
General Smith's headquarters were near this house, so it was a fair target
for the enemy. Several shots went through it, and one of them took off the
leg of the poor old man, who bled to death in a few minutes. He bad sacri
ficed himself for his poultry.
One of the brigadier-generals of the command during a lull in the firing
came to my headqunrters, leaving his brigade to take care of itself. Finding
bis stny too long, I had him sent back to his post, and a short time afterward
I was informed that he had been carrjed off the field on a stretcher, wounded.
I thought it my dnty to go to the brigade and find how tliings were going
,,ith it, and asked General Smith to accompany me. ,Ve started out, and
almost at once the enemy opened on us with great vigor. I looked back, and
found to my horror that all my own and General Smith's staff were following
us, and that a large cavalry escort belonging to headquarters was also in the
procession. The enemy had evidently taken us for a cavalry regiment. Get
ting ricl of them all, we finally arrived at the right of the brigade, unharmed.
l\faking inquiry of a staff-officer abont the general, he replied, "Oh, no, sir,
he is not wounded, he felt unwell and has gone to the wood to lie down and
will soon be hack." I turned off in great disgust to return, when another
officer, looking as neat and clean as if he had just joined the army, stepped
up with the nir of a private secretary of some grand official, and, touching- his
hat, said, ",Vho shall I say called, sir?" General Smith and I did not hear
the bst of that expedition for a long time.
During the clay a staff-officer of General Smith had explored a road toward
James River about two miles in rear of that which the troops at Glendale
were to take, and found it practicable. About 10 in the evening, assuming
that my instructions to hold the crossing until nightfall bad been obeyed,
I sent word to General Heintzelman and General Sumner that I should move
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to the James River by that road. General Richardson, with French's brigade,
was instructed to remain, to deceive the enemy as to om· movements by firing
field-pieces in the direction of the bridge, and then, after an hour, to march.
General Henry l\l. Naglee was to follow Smith's division. These instructions
were carried out, and the command arrived at the James abont daylight. Tbe
discovery of this road made the concentration of the troops at Malvern Hill
a completed manceuvre by noon of the 1st of July, and ,,as dne to the fertile
brain of General Smith, who ordered tho exploration.
'l1he military results of the defense of YVhite Oak Bridge and the battle of
Glendale were: (1) 'l1he enemy was repulsed at all points, except in the single
case of l\foCall's division at Glendale, which was overpowered by nnmbers,
after it had captured three of the enemy's colors; (:2) The trains and heavy
artillery anived in safety at the James River (except those wagons which were
destroyed by the bombardment at ,Vhite Oak Bridge, not exceeding fifty ont
of more than four thousand), the road along which they passed not having
been molested by the enemy; (3) The troops arrived in good time at the river,
so that they were all in tho positions desired by the commanding general, to
await the attack at l\Ialvern Hill, long before that n,ttack was made.
General Jackson in his report intimates that his whole command, consist
ing of three divisions and D. H. Hill's division of five brigades, wore all at
White Oak Bridge on the 30th of Jnne. He say, : "It was soon seen that the
enemy occ11pied such a position beyond a thick intervening wood on the right
of the road as enabled him to command the crossiug. Captain ,Vooding's bat
tery was consequently recalled." General Lee says: "Jackson having been
unable to force the passage of ,Vhite Oak S,vamp, Longstreet and A. ·P. Hill
were without the expected snpport" at the battle of Glendale. It must be
evident to any militm-y reader that Jackson onght to have known of the
existence of Brackett's Ford, only one mile above ,Vhite Onk Bridge, and ought
to have discovered the weakness of om· defense at that point. He had troops
enough to have attacked the ford and the bridge with forces at both points
exceeding ours at the bridge, and the two attacks, to say the least, wonld have
embarrassed us exceedingly. Had he made two attacks simultaneonsly, the
result of the day at Glendale and ,Vhito Oak Bridge might have been differ
ent. There may be reasons for his inaction in this matter that I do not
understand, bnt, as the record now shows, he seems to have been ignorant of
what General Lee expected of him, and badly informed about Brackett's Ford.
,Vhen he fonnd how strenuous was our defense at the bridge, l1e should have
turuod his attention to Brackett's Ford also. A force could have been as
quietly gathered there as at the bridge; a strong infantry movement at the
ford would have easily overrun our small force there, placing- onr right at
Glendale, held by Slocnm's division, in great jeopardy, and turning onr force
at the bridge by getting between it and Glendale. In fact, it is likely that
we shonld have been defeated on that clay had General ,Jackson clone what his
great reputation seems to make it imperative that he should have done.
A short time after I separat8d from General l\foClellan (as mentioned above)
at the junction of the Charles City and Quaker roads, I bade farewell to the
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Prince de Joinville, who told me that he and his nephews were about to leave
us and return to Europe. He had always been very friendly, and now
expressed many good wishes for my future. Holding my hand in his, he said,
with great earnestness, "General, advise General J\lcClellan to concentrate his
army at this point, and fight a battle to-clay; if he does, he will he in Rich
mond to-morrow." I was much impressed by his manner and by what he said,
and from the purely military point of view the advice may have been good;
but it was impracticable for me to adopt the suggestion. General J\IcClellan
was then well on his way to the James River, and I had no right to leave my
command. It was impossible to concentrate tho army there that day early
enough to give battle, and had it been possible to risk a general engagement
there, it wonltl have been contrary to General J\IcCl<;llan's views as to his
responsibility connectetl with the safety of the army, views which were actuat
ing him in the very movement then taking place. It is likely from what we
know now, that had it been possible to follow the prince's advice, his military
forecast might have proved correct. But no one at that hour could have pre
dicted the paralysis of Jackson's large force in onr rear for the whole of that
clay, uor General Lee's ignorance of J\fcClellan's intentions. Had a general
engagement taken place, and had we heen defeated, the army wonlcl have
reached tho James River, it is trne, bnt instead of getting there as it did, with
its 111ornlc unharmed, and with slight damage to its men and material, it
would have been a disorganized mob, and as an army wonlcl ha�e perished
miserably. General J\IcClellau believed that tho destruction of the Army of
the Potomac at that time wonlcl have been rnin to our cause, and his actions,
for which he alone is responsible, were gnicletl by that belief and by the con
viction that at any sat·rifice the preservation of that army, at that time, was
paramount to every other consideration.
I cannot finish without a word as to the conduct of the men. J\Iy experi
ence during the period generally known as "the Seven Days" was with the
Sixth and Second Corps. During the whole time between June :26th and July
:2d, there was not a night in which the men did not march almost continually,
nor a clny on which there was not a fight. I never snw a skulker during the
whole time, nor heard one insubordinate word. Some men fell by the way
side, exhausted, ancl were captured; but their misfortune was due to physical
inability to go on. They had no food but that which was carried in their hav
ersacks, and the hot weather soon rendered that uneatable. Sleep was out of
the question, arnl the only rest obtained was while lying clown awaiting au
attack, or sheltering themselves from shot and shell. No murmur was heard;
everything was ncccptecl ns the work for which they had enlisted. They had
been soldiers less than a year, yet their conduct could not have been more
soldierly had they seen ten years of service. No such material for soldiers was
ever in the field beforo, and their behavior in this movement foreshadowed
thefr success as veterans at Appomattox.
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FROM A WAR-TIME PHOTOGRAPH.

Mc CLELLAN'S CHANGE OF BASE AND MAL VERN HILL.
BY DA:N"IEL II. HILL, LIEUTE.N"AXT-GE.N"ERAL, C. S . .A.

of the six Confederate divisions north of the Ohickahominy at the
FIVE
close of the battle of Gaines's ::\Iill remained in bivouac all the next day

(June :28th), it being deemed too hazardous to force the passage of the 1-i-ver.
Ew·ell was sent with his division to Dispatch Station on the York River Rail
road. He fonncl the station and the railroad-bridge burnt. J.E. B. Stuart,
"Tho followed the retreating Federal caYalry to ,Vl1ite Honse on the Parnnn
key, found ruins of stations and stores all along the line. These things
proved that General JUcClellan ditl not intend to retreat by the short
line of the York River Railroad; but it was possible he might take the
,Villiamsburg road. General Lee, therefore, kept his troops on the north
side of the river, that he might be ready to move on the Federal flank, should
that route be attempted. New Bridge was repaired on Saturday (the �8th),
and onr troops were then ready to move in either direction. The burnings
and explosions in the Federal camp Saturday afternoon and night shm,ed
that General 1\Ic0le1lan had determined to abandon his strong fortifications
around Richmond. Ewell, who was watching him at Bottom's Bridge, and
the cavah-y, holding the crossings lower down, both reported that there was
no attempt at the ,Villiamslmrg route. Longstreet and A. P. Hill ,,ere sent
aeross the river at New Bridge early on Sunday morning to moYe clown the
Darbytown road to the Long Bridge road to intercept the retreat to the
James River. This movement began before it was known that General
383
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McClellan had evacuated his stronghold. Leo gavo here the first illustration
of a quality for which he became noted-the remarkable discernme11t of his
adversary's pla.11s through the stndy of his character. McClellan could have
retreated to Yorktown ,,ith as little loss as Jolrnston sustained on his retreat
from it. Tho roads from Richmond to Yorktown lead through a wooded
and swampy country, on which strong rear-guards could have afforded per
fect protection to a retreating colub.rn without bringing on a general engage
ment. Geueral Johnston, on his retreat from Yorktown, did fight at
\Villiamsburg, but it was a battle of his own choosing, and not forced upon
him by the vigor of pursuit. Lee had but little idea that McClellan "\\'"onlc1
return to Yorktown, judging rightly that the military pride of his distinguished
opponent would not permit him to march back a defeated column to the point
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from whieh he had started, a few months before, for the capture of the Con
federate eapitnl, with his splendid army and magnificent outfit. J It is a
prnof of Lee's sagacity that he predicated his orders for an aclvanee upon the
belief that General l\IcClellan was too proud a man to fall back by the same
ronte by whieh the triumphal aclvanee had been made. A great commander
must study the mental ancl moral charaeteristies of tho opposing leader, and
Lee was speeinlly endowed with an aptitude in that direetion. At the battle of
Sulzbach, l\Ionteenculi, the Austrian eommander, notieed the Freneh troops
making a movement so different from the eantious style of his famous rival
tlrnt he exclaimed, "Either Turenne is dead or mortally wounded." So it
proved to be; the Freneh marshal had been killed by a eannon-ball before
the movement began.
In pursuance of General Lee's plan, Huger was directed (on the :29th) to
take tho Charles City road to strike the retreating eolnmn below ..White Oak
Swamp. Holmes was to take possession of Malvern Hill, and JHagruder to
follmv the line of retreat, as soon as the works were abandoned. The
abandonment beeame known about sunrise on Sunday morning, but Grape
vine Bridge ,yas not eompleted till sunset. Jaekson then erossed his corps
at that point, my division leading. ,\Ve bivouacked that night near Savage's
Station, where l\IeLaws's division had had a severe fight a few hours before.
Just at claw-ii on �Ioncby, the 30th, we were in motion, when I discovered
what appeared to be a line of battle drawn up at the station, but whieh
proved to be a line of sick and of hospital nttendants, :2500 in number.
About half a mile from the station we saw what seemed to be an entire
regiment of Federals colcl in death, nncl learned that a, Yermont regiment [the
5th] hall been in the desperate charge upon the division of l\IeLaws, and had
Rnffered great loss [killed, 31; wounded, 143]. From the time of erossing the
rin·r, w·c hnd evidence everywhere of the precipitate nature of the Federal
retreat. t Dabuoy, iu his life of Jackson, says:
'' The whole country was full of deserted plunder, army wagons, and pontoon-trains partially
burned or crippled; mom1ds of grain and rice and hillocks of mess beef smoldering; tens of
thousands of axes, picks, and shovels; camp kettles gashed with hatchets; medicine chests
with their drugs stirred into a foul medley, and all the apparatus of a Yast and lavish host;
while the mire nuder foot was mixed with blankets lately new, aud with oYercoats torn from the
waist up. For weeks afterward agents of our army were busy in gathering in the spoils.
Great stores of fixed ammunition were saved, while more were destroyed."

In onr march from Savage's Station my division picked up a thousand
prisoners, strngglers from the retreating army, nncl gathered a large number
of abnucloued rifles. I detached two regiments (the Fourth and Fifth North
) The capture of Petersbm•g would have been
:dmost as (lisastrous to the So�1th as the capture
of Hichmoncl, an(l for many clays Petersbm·g was
at the JHercy of th0 Federal armr. There were no
troops arnl no fortifications the1:e when l\Ic.Clellan
i-0ache,l the Janws. Som8 two weekt-> after the
l,attle of :\[nlvern Hill the first earth-works were
lJeg1111 at Petersburg, hy rn_v orcler.- D. H. H.
:t The U11ion 1·eports rlo not ill(licate preeip
itancy. The greater part of }.IcClellan's army was

within three miles of the original lines at the elose
of the second day after the battle of Gaines's l\Iill,
that is, 011 the evening of Jnne ::?8th. The third
day after that battle, the Army of the Potomac
fought on three separate fields (White Onk Bri(lge,
Charles City road, and Glenrlale), at distai1ces of
from 7 to 10 miles from the old positio11s in front
of Richmo11(1. Ge11eral ·wm. B. Franklin was with
the rear col muns of the army during the movement
to the James River. [Seep. 366.]-EDlTORS.
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Carolina) to take the prisoners and arms to Richmond. We reached White
Oak Swamp abont noon, anrl there found another hospital camp, with about
five hundred sick in it. Truly, the Chickabominy swamps were fatal to the
Fedeml forces. A high hlnff was on our side of the little stream called ,Vhite
Oak, and a large uncultivated field on the other side. In this field conld be
seen a battery of artillery, snpported hy a brigade of infantry- artillerists
and infantry lying down and apparently asleep. Under cover of Thomas T.
J\lunford's �d Virginia cavalry, thirty-one field-pieces were placed npou the
blnff, and were ordered to open fhe as soon as the cavalry mask was removed.
The battery fired its loaded gnus in reply, and then galloped off, followed by
its infantry supports and the Jong lines of infantry farther back in the field.
l\Iunford crossed his regiment over the ford, and Jackson and myself went
with him to see what had become of the enemy. We soon found ont. The
battery had taken np a position behind a point of woods, where it was per
fectly sheltered from om· gnus, but eonld play upon the broken bridge and
ford, and upon every part of the uncultivated field. It opened with grape
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and canister upon us, and we retired rapidly. Fast l'iding in the wrong diTec
tion is not military, bnt it is sometimes healthy. We had taken one prisoner,
a drunken Irislmrnn, but he declined the honor of going back with us, and
made fight with his naked fists. A soldier asked me naively whether he
should shoot the Irishmrm or let him go. I am glad that I told him to let the
man go, to be a comfort to his family. That Irishman must have had a
charmed life. He was under the shelter of his gum-cloth coat hung on
a stick, near the ford, when a citizen fired at him four times, from a dis
tance of about fifty pacos; and the only recognition that I could see the
man make was to raise his hand as if to brush off a fly.! One of the shells
set the farm-house on fire. We learned from the owner that Franklin's corps
·was in front of us.
Onr cavalry returned by the lower ford, and pronounced it perfectly prac
ticable for infnntry.
. Ent Jackson did not aclvanco. "\Vhv. \ms this f It was
the critical day for both commmiclers, but especially for l\IcOlellan. "\Vith
consmnmnte skill he had crossed his vast train of five thousand ·wagons and
his immense parks of artillery safely over ..White Oak Swamp, lmt he was
mo:-o exposed no-w than at any time in his flank march. Three columns of
attack ,vere c01rverging upon him, and a strong corps was pressing upon
his rear. Escape seemed impossible for him, but he dill escape, at the same
time inflicting heavy damage upon his pursners. General Lee, through no
fault in his plans, wns to see his splendid prize slip through his hands. Long
street and A. P. Hill struck the enemy at Frayser's farm (or Glendale) at 3
P. l\I. on tho 30th, nncl, both being always ready for a fight, immediately
attacked. l\Ingruclor, who followed them clown the Darbytown road, was
ordered to tho assistnnce of General Holmes on the New l\Iarkot road, who
was not then engng-ocl, and their two divisions took no part in the action.
Huger, on the Olrnrles City road, came upon Frnnkliu's left flank, but made
no attack. I sent my engineer officer, Captain "\V. F. Lee, to him through the
swamp, to ask him whether he could not engage Franklin. He replied that
tho road was obstructed by fallen timber. So there were five divisions within
sound of the firing, and within supporting distance, but not one of them
moved. Longstreet and A. P. Hill made a desperate fight, contending against
Sumner's corps, and tho divisions of J\kCnll, Kearny, and Hooker; bnt they
failed to gnin possessiou of the Quaker road, upon Yd1ich l\lcOlellan wns re
treating. That night Franklin glided silently by them. He had to pass ·within
ensr range of the artillery of Longstreet and Hill, but they c1id not know he
Yrns there. It had bAen a gallant fight on tlwir part. General Lee reported:
"l\fany prisoners, including a general of division, l\IcCall, were captured,
and several batteries, ,,·ith somo thousands of small-arms, were taken." Ent
as an obstruction to the Federal retreat, the fight amounted to nothing.
! After the appearance of this article in "The
Century" magazine, E. nfoLanghliu, of East Saginaw, Michigan, wrote me that he was a member
of Co. C of t!Je 7th Maine VolnntePrs, General
1V. F. Smith's tlivision, urnl saitl: "The statement
in regard to the umnken Irishman is true. That

man belonged to my c·ompany and told ns, when he
came to the company at Malvern Rill, that ho h::i,l
been insiue �'OUl' lines and had been repeate<lly
shot at. Re further saiu that if he bud had one
more canteen of whisky he could have held the
position all clay."-D. H. H.
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The new iR from Frrtnklin'f.! po.siti011
,south of the hritlge, J:1rkR011'1< :rn1l D. JI.
Hill's troops being seen in the <lbtam·e.

l\Iajor Dabney, in his life of ,Jackson, tlrns commeuts on the inaction of
that officer: "On this occasion it wonld appear, if the vast interests depend
ent upon General Jackson's cooperation with the proposed attack npon tho
center were considered, that lie came short of tbe efficiency in action for
which he was everywhere else noted." After showing how the cros, ing of
"\Vhite Oak might have been effected, Dabney adds: "The list of casualties
would have been larger than that presented on the 30th, of one cannoneer
wounded; bnt how nrnch shorter wonkl lrnve heeu the bloody list filled up
the next clay at J\Ialvern Hill? This temporar>� eclipse of Jaekson's genius
was probably to he ex.plained by ph>·sical causes. The labor of the preYions
clays, the sleeplessness, the wen,r of gigantic cares, 1\·ith the drenching of the
comfortless night, had snnk the elastieity of his ,vill and the quickness of hi.s
invention for the nonce below their wonted tension. And which of the sons
of man is so great as never to experience this 1"
I think that an important factor in this inaction -was Jackson's pity for his
own corps, worn out by long and exhausting marches, and reduced in mun
bers by its numerous sang11inary battles. He thought that the ganison of
Richmond ought now to bear the brunt of the fighting. None of us knew
that the veterans of Longstreet ancl A. P. Hill were nnsnpported; nor cljd we
even know that the firing that we heard was theirs. Had all our troops been
at Frayser's farm, there would have been no :Malvern Hill.
Jackson's genius never shone when he was under the cornrnarnl of another.
It seemed then to he shrouded or paralyzecl. Compare l1is inertness on this
occasion "\vith the wonderful vigor shown a few weeks later at Slaughter's
[Cedar] l\Iountain in the stealthy march to Pope's rear, and later still in the
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capture of Harper's Ferry. l\IacGregor on his native heath was not more
different from MacGregor in prison than "·as Jackson his own master from
Jackson in a subordinate position. He wrote once to Richmond requesting
that he might have "fewer orders and more men." That ,,a::; the keynote
to his ,Yhole character. The hooded falcon cannot strike the quarry.
The gentleman ,,ho tried his "splem1icl rifie" on the drunken Irishman was
tbe ReY. L. ,V. Allen. l\lr. A1len had been raised in that neighborhood, and
knew Malvern Hill well. He spoke of its commanding height, the difficulties
of approach to it, its amphitheatrical form and ample area, which wonlcl
enable l\IcCiellan to arrauge his 350 field-guns tier above tier and sweep
the plain in every direction. I became satisfied that au attack upon the
concentrated Federal army so splendidly posted, and with such Yast
superiority in nrtillery, could onl? be fatal to us. The anxious thought
then was, Haye Holmes and l\Iagrnder been able to keep l\IcOlellan from
l\Iah-ern Hill'? General Holmes arriYecl at Malvern at 10: 30 A. l\I. on the
30th, w·ith 5170 infantry, 4: batteries of artillery, and 130 improvised or
irregular cavalry. Ho did not attempt to occupy the hill, although only
1500 Federals had yet reached it. Onr cavalry had passed over it on the
afternoon of the :29th, and had had a sharp skirmish with the Federal cav
alry on the Quaker road.
As General Holmes marched down the river, his troops became visible to
the gun-boats, whieh opened fire upon them, throwing those awe-inspiring
shells familiarly l'alled h_v our men "lamp-posts," on account of their size and
appearanee. Their explosion was very much like that of a small volcano, and
had a Yery demoralizing effect upon new troops, one of whom expressed the
general sentiment br saying: "The Yankees throwed them lamp-posts about
too careless like." 'fhe roaring, howling gun-hoat shells were usually harmless
to flesh, lJlooc-1, aml lJOnes, but they had a won<lerful effect upon the neiTons
system. General Junius Daniel, a most gallant ancl accomplished officer, who
hacl a brigade under General Holmes, ga,Te me an incident connected 11ith the
affair on tlw 30th, k110,n1 as the '' Battle of J\IalYern Cliff." General Holmes,
who ,Yas Yery deaf, had gone into a little house concealed from the boats by
ome intervening ·woods, and \fas engaged in some business when the bellow
ing of the "lamp-posts" heg·an. 'fhe irregular cavalry stampeded and made
a brilliant charge to the rear. 'l'be artillerists of two guns of Graham's Peters
burg hD,ttery were also panic-struck, and cutting their horses loose motmted
them, and, with dangling traces, tried to catch np with the fleet-footed caYa
liers. The infantry troops were inexperienced in the -wicked ways of war,
ha,ing never been under fire before. The fright of the fleeing c[walry "ould
have pervaded their ranks also with the same mischieYons result but for the
strenuous efforts of their officers, part of whom were veterans. Some of the
ra,y levies cronchetl behind little saplings to get protection from the shrieking,
blustering shells. At this junctm·e General Holmes, who from his deafness,
was totally unaware of the rumpus, came out of the hut, put his hand behind
his right ear, ancl said: "I thought I heard firing." Some of the pale-faced
infantry thought tlrnt they also had heard firing.
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Part of Wise's brigade joined Holmes on the 30th, with two batteries of
artillery and two regiments of cavalry. His entire force then consisted of
5820 infantry, 6 batteries of artillery, and 2 regiments of cavalry. He
remained inactive until 4 P. l\L, when he was told that the Federal army
was passing over �Ialvern HiH in a demoralized condition. He then opened
upon the supposed fugitives with six rifled guns, and was speedily unde
ceived in regard to tho disorganization in the Army of the Potomac by a
reply from thirty gnus, which in a brief time silenced his own. The audacity
of the Federals and the large number of their guns (whid1 had gone in ad
vance of the main body of Porter's corps) made General Holmes belieYe that
he was about to be attacked, and he called for assistance, and, by Longstreet's
order, Magruder was sent to him. After a weary march, JUagruder was
recalled to aid Longstreet; but the day was spent in fruitless marching and
countermarching, so that his fine body of troops took no part in what might
have been a decisive battle at Frayser's form. General Holmes was a veteran
soldier of well-k11own personal courage, but ho ·was deceived as to the
strength and intentions of the enemy. General Porter says that the force
opposed to General Holmes consisted of ,Varren's brigade and the Eleventh
U. S. Infantry; in all, 1500 infantry aml 30 pieces of artillery. Here was
afforded an example of the proneness to overestimate the number of
troops opposed to us. 'l1he Federals reported Holmes to haYe 25,000 men,
and he thought himself confronted by a large part of McClellan's army. That
night he fell back to a stronger position,* thinking apparently that there
would he au "on to Richmond" movement by the River road. Ho lost 2
killed, 49 wounded, 2 pieces of artillery, and 6 caissons. The guns and
caissons, General Porter states, 'iYere afterward abandoned by the Federals.
General Holmes occupied the extreme Confederate right tho next day, July
1st, hut he took no part in the attack upon J\IahTern Hill, believing, as he says
in his official report, "that it was out of the question to attack the strong
position of 1\Ialvern Hill from that side \Yith my inadequate force."
1\Iahone's brigade had some skirmishing with Slocmn's Federal division on
the 30th, but nothing else wns done on that clay by Huger's division. Thus
it happened that Longstreet nrnl A. P. Hill, with the fragments of their cliYis
ions which had been engage(l at Gnines's l\Iill, were struggling alone, while
Jackson's whole corps and the divisions of Huger, l\Iagrucler, Holmes, l\Ic
Laws, and my own were near by.
Jackson moved over the swamp early on the first of July, ,Yhiting's division
leading. Our march was much delayed hy the crossing of troops and trains.
At ,Villis's Church I met General Lee. He bore grandly his terrible dis
appointment of the clay before, and made no allusion to it. I gave him l\Ir.
.Allen's description of :Malvern Hill, and presumed to say, "If General l\[c
Clellan is there in force, we had better let him alone." Longstreet laughed
and said, "Don't get scared, now that we have got him whipped." It 'iYas this
belief in the demoralization of the Federal army that made our leader risk the
attack. It was near noon when Jackson reached the immediate neighbor-

*

Half a mile below the upper gate at Curl's Neck. (See" Official Records," Vol. XI.,
Part II., p. 00S.)-D. H. H.
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hood of l\lalvern Hill. Some time was
spent in reconnoitering, and in mak
ing tentative efforts with our few bat
teries to aseertain the strength and
position of the enemy. I saw Jackson
helping vdth bis own bands to push
Reilly's North Carolina battery far
ther forward. It was soon disabled,
the woods around us being filled with
shrieking nnd exploding shells. I no
ticed an artilleryman seated com
fortably behind a very large tree, and
apparently feeling very seenre. A
moment lator a shell passed through
the hngo tree and took off the man's
head. This gives an idea of the great
pov.'cr of the Federal rifled artillery.
"Whiting's llivision was ordered to the
left of the Qunker road, and mine to
the right; Ewell's wns in reserve.
Jackson's own division had been
halted at Willis's Chnrcb. The divis
ions of JUagrnder, Huger, and JUcLaws
were still farther over to my right.
Those of Longstreet and A. P. Hill
SKETCH .,!AP 01' TIIE YICINITY' OF M.\LVERX HILL
(,lCJL\" 1, 18G2).
wore in reserve on the right and were
Thi' Uniou troops rC':l<'lll',1 the 1tclcl by the SO•<'nlle,l not engaged.
Qn·tkPr ronrl (more propC'rly the Clmreh ro:111); thP ('011At length we were ordered to ad
fednntC's el1idlyhy this :rnrl thP Long B1·i<Jge road. The
g'<'IH'ral lines were approxilllatcly a;; indil'ate,l nhovc.
vnnee.
Tbe brigade of General George
Tl.Jc C'oufe!ler:ites on tl1n 1:in·r ro:ill arc tlie troopR of
General Hol111.-;;, \\'ho ha,1 ht·Pn repnlsN1 at Tnrl,ey hi B. Anderson first eneonntered the ene
and Bridg<' the ,layl•<'f<in• hy Warren'" brigade. with tile
aitl of thn gnn-hoats. Th,•. 111nin 1tghti11g wns in the spa<'e my, and its commander was wounded
betw<'eu the wonh •· Coufc dernte '' an,1 "Union," to
gether witl1 mw or two :1;;sm1lt;; npon tho west si!fo of and borne from the field. His troops,
the Crew llill from tl10 nwn,low. l\lor.-ll'R an!l Coneh's
di\·i�iow, forwell the fir�t Union line, aud G<'lleral Por however, erossecl the creek and took
ter's hatteri1·s l'Xte111k<1 from the Crew house to the position in the woods, commanded by
West house.
Colonel C. C. Tew, a skillful and gal
lant man. Rodes being sick, his brigade wns commanded by that peerless
soldier, Colonel J. B. Gordon. Ripley, Garland, and Colquitt also got over
without seriou:-; loss. J\Iy five brigade comlllanclers and myself now made
an examination of the enemy's position. He wns fonncl to be strongly posted
on a commanding bill, all the approaches to which eould be swept by his artil
lery and wero gnarded by swarms of infantry, seenrely sheltered by fenees,
ditches, and ravines. Armistead was immediately on my right. We remained
a long while awaiting orders, when I received the following:
>

" July 1st, 1SG2.
"GENERAL D. H. HTLL: Batteries have bee11 estaLlished to act upon the enemy's line. If it is
broken, as is probable, Armistead, who can witness the effect of the fire, bas been ordered to
charge with a yell. Do the same. R. H. CHILTON, A. A. G."
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A similar order was sent to each division commander. Ho·wever, only one
battery of our artillery came up at a time, aud each successive one, as it took
position, bad fifty pieces tuniecl npon it, and was erushed in a minute. Not
knowing what to do under the circumstances, I wrote to General Jackson
that the condition upon ,r hich the order wns predicated wns not fulfilled, and
that I wanted instructions. He replied to advance when I heard the shout
ing. "\Ve did advance nt the signal, and after an unassisted struggle for an
hour and n half, and after meetiug with
some . uccess, we were compelled to foll
back under coYer of the woods. l\la
grucler advanced nt the same signal,
having portions of the di- v isions of
Huger nnd l\IcLaws, comprising the
brigades of l\Iahone, ,Vright, Barksdale,
Ransom, Cobb, Semmes, Kershaw, Ar
mistead, and G. T. Anderson; but he
:
met with some delay, and clid not get --,\�•-•!
in motion till he received a second
order from General Lee, and ·we were
-'\
. f.:;
then beaten.
The Comte de Paris, who ,,·ns on ::\Ic
Clellan's staff, gives this account of the
charge of my gallant division :
.�

-

.,•-::.

" Hill ad-vanced alone against the Federal
positions. . . . He had therefore before him
l\lorell's right, Couch's division, recnforced by
Caldwell's brigade, . . . and finally the left w1Lus's c11uRc11, 0:-1 THE QUAKER ROAD, NEAn GLExD.\LE. osE11 As A co:-.FEI>EHAm 11osPITAL
of Kearny. The woods skirting the foot of
AFTER TIIE BATTLE OF )I.\L\'EHN II[LL.
i\faJvem Hill had hitherto protected tlrn Confederates, bnt as soon as they pa:;secl heyond the edge of the forest, they were received by a fire
from all the batteries at once, some posted on the hill, others ranged midway, close to the Fed
eral infantry. The latter joined its musketry fire to the cannonade when Hill's fast line had come
within range, and threw it back in disorder on the resencs. While it was re-forming, new [Con
federate] battalions marched np to the assault in their tnrn. The remembrance of Cold Harbor
doubles the energy of Hill's soldiers. They try to pierce the line, sometimes at one point., some
times at another, charging Keamy's left first, and Couch's right, . . . and afterward throwing
themselves upon the left of Conch's division. Ent, here also, after nearly reaching the Fed
eral positions, they are repulsed. The conflict is carried on with great fierceness on both sides,
and, for a moment, it seems as if the Confederates arc at last about to penetrate the very ccn
tei· of their aclversaries and of the formidable flrtillery, which but now was dealing clestrnction
in their ranks. But Sumner, who commands on the right, detaches Sickles's and l\leagher's bri
gades successively to Conch's assistance. Dming this time, ·whiting on the left, and Huger on
the right, suffer Hill's soldiers to become exhausted without supporting them. Neither Lee nor
Jackson has sent the slightest order, and the din of the battle which is going on in their imme
diate vicinity has not sufficed to make them march against the enemy. . . . At seven o'clock
Hill reorganized the debris of bis troops in the woods; . . . his tenacity ancl the courage of his
soldiers have only had the effect of causing him to sustain heavy losses." (Pp. lH, 143, Vol. II.)

'rruly, the courage of the soldiers was sublime ! Battery after battery was
in their hands for a few moments, only to be wrested away by fresh troops of
VOL. II.
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the enemy. If one division could effect this much, what might have been done
had the other nine cooperated with it! General Lee says:
" D. H. Hill pressed forward across the open field and engaged the enemy gallantly, breaking
and thiving back bis first line; but a simultaneous advance of the other troops not taking place,
he found himself nuable to maintain the ground he had gained against the overwhelming mun
bers and the numerous batteries of the enemy. Jackson sont to his support his own division,
and that part of Ewell's which \Tas in reserve; but owing to the increasing clarlmess, and th!:'
intricacy of the forest and swamp, they did not arrive in time to render the desiretl assistance.
Hill was therefore compelled to abandon part of the ground that he had gained, after suffering
severe loss and inf-licting heavy damage npon the enem�·."

I never saw anything more grnndly heroic than the achance after sunset
of the nine brignt1es nuder l\Iagrncler's orders. t Unfortunately, they did not
move together, and wore beaten in detail. As each brigade emerged from the
woods, from fifty to one hundred guns opened upon it, tearing great gaps in
its ranks; Jmt the heroes reeled on and were shot clo-wn by the reserves nt the
gnus, ·which n few squads reMhed. l\Iost of them had an opeu field half a
mile wide to cross, nuder the fire of ficlcl-nrtillcrr in front, and the fire o-f the
heaYy ordna\1ee of the gun-boats in their rear. It ,,�as not -war-it w·as mnrder.
Onr loss ,rns double that of the Federals at Malvern Hill. N" ot only did the
fourteen brigades which were engngcd snffer, hut also the iuactfre troops and
those bronght np as reserYes too fotc to be of any use met many cnsnalties
from the fearful artillery fire which reached all parts of the wooc1s. Hence,
more than half the cnsnalties -were from field-pieces-nu unprecedented thing
in warfare. The artillery practice was kept np till nine o'clock at night, and
the darkness a<Idod to the glory of the pyroteclmics. It was qnite late when
I had posted for the night the last of the reenforcements that had come np
,,hen the battle ,nts over. A half-honr before, an incident occnned which 1s
thus related hy General Trimble:
"I proposed to General D. H. Hill to ride forward and reconnoiter the enemy's position.
·we approached within one hundred steps of the enemy'::; batteries, and couhl hear plainly
the ordinary tone of eonYersation. The guns were then firing on the woods to our left, where
the last attack hatl been made, at right angles to that part of the field we were then in. I
:-;ugg-ested to Genernl Hill the adYantage of making an attack on this battery, and that it
must be successfnl, as the enemy ,,onld not expect one from our position, and nuder co,·er of
the darkness we conltl approach them undiscovered. General I-Iill did not seem inclined to
make the movement."

rrhe chivnlrons rrrimble proposed to mnke tho attack with bis own brignde,
but there -were many troops now in the woods, aml I thought that the attack
would bnt expo.'c them to a more intense nrtiller? fire. ,Vo saw men going
about with lnnterns, looking up and carrying off the dead and w·om1ded.
There were no pickets ont, and the rumbling of wheels in the distance seemed
to indicate that the retreat had begnn. The morning reYenled the bare
plateau stripped of its terrible batteries. rrhe battle of :Malvern Hill -was n
disaster to the Confederates, aud the fourteen brigades that had been so
badly repulsed wore mnch demoralized. Bnt there ·were six divisons intnct,
nncl they could have mntle a formidable fight on the �cl.
.'.t, Toombs's brigade lJelonged to Magruder, but had moved to my assistance by my order when we were
hard pressed. It was not, therefore, in the final attack made by :Magruder.-D. H. H.

MCCLELLAN 'S CHANGE OF BASE AND MALVERN HILL.

:;9,;

Possibly owing to the belief that Longstreet and A. P. Hill ,verc making a
mnrch between l\Ialvern mid Harrison's Landing, the retreat was the most
disorderly that took place. \\Tagons and amhnlauces ·were abandoned; knap
sacks, cartridge-boxes, clothing, and rifles by the thousand were thrown
away by the Federals. Colonel .Tames D. Nance, of the 3d Sonth Carolina reg
iment, gathered 925 rifles in fine condition thnt had been thrmn1 aw·ay in tlH·
,Yheat-field at Shirley, a farm between J\IalYern and Haxall's. r_rhe fruits of
the Seven Days' Fighting were the relief of Richmond, the eaptnre of 9000 pris
oners [in<'luding 3000 in hospitals], 52
pieces of artillery, and 33,000 stand of
arms, and the destrnetion or capture
of many military stores.
I crosserl the Cbickabominy ,Yith
10,000 effective men. Of these 3907
were killed or wonnded and -!8 were
reported missing, either captives or
fugitives from the field. \Vith the in
fantry aud artillery detached, aud the
losses before Mnlvern Hill, I estimate
that my diYision in that battle was 6500
strong, and that the loss was :WOO.
l\Iagrnder puts his force at between
2G,000 and 28,000 (I think a high esti
mate), and states his Joss as 2900.
Throughout this campaign we at
tacked just when aud where the ene111y GEonGE w. uANDoLP11, sEcHETAlff uF WAH oF rnE
CONFEDEHACY FR<>}! :i\lAHCH 17, 1862, UNTIL NCI
,-rished us to attack. This Trns owing
YE)IBE!t 17, 1862. FHO}l A PIIOTOGRAl'H.
to onr ignorance of the country and
lack of reconnoissance of the snccessive hattle-fields. Porter's weak point nt
Gaines's l\Iill was his right flank. A thorough examination of the grournl
would have disclosed that; and had .Jnekson's colllmancl gone in on the
left of the road running by the l\IcGehee honse, Porter's whole position wonlcl
have been turned and the liue of retreat cnt off. An armecl reconnoissanee
at l\Ialvern wonlcl have shown the immense preponderance of the Federnl
artillery, aud that a contest w·ith. it must he hopeless. The battle, with all
its melancholy results, proved, however, that the Confederate iufantry and
Federal artillery, side by side on the same field, need fear 110 foe on earth.
Both commanders had shown great ability. l\IcClellan, if not always great
in the advance, was masterly in retreat, and was unquestionably the greatest
of Americans as au orgauizer of an army. Lee's plans were perfect; ancl had
not his dispositions for a decisiYe battle at Frayser's farm miscarried, throngh
no fan]t of his own, he would have won a most complete victory. It was not
the least part of his greatness that be did not complain of l1is disappointment,
and that he at no--,time sought a scape-goat upon which to lay a failure. As
reunited Americans, we have reason to be proud of both commanders.

"THE SEVEN DAYS," INCLUDING FRAYSER'S FARM. J
BY JA:\IES LOXGSTREET, LIEUTEXANT-GENERAL, C. S. A.

';\THEN General .Joseph E. J olmstou was wounded at
the battle of Seven Piues, and General Lee assumed
his uew dnties as commander of the Army of North
ern Virginia, General Stouowall Jackson was in the
Shenandoah Yalley, and the rest of the Confederate
troops were enst and north of Richmond in £rout of
General George B. l\IcClellan's army, then encamped
nbout the Chickahorniny River, 100,000 strong, aucl
preparing for a regular siege of the Confederate cap
ital. The situation required prompt and successful
action by General Lee. Very early in June he called
about him, on the noted Nine-mile road nenr Rich
mond, all hi� commmu.lers, aml asked each in tnrn
his opinion of the military situation. I had my own
yi_e,;,s, but did not express them, believing that if
w•"'"
they "·ere important it was equally important that
they should be unfolded privately to the commanding general. 'fhe next clay
I called on General Lee, and suggested my plan for drfring the Federal
forces away from the Chiclrnhominy. l\1cC1ellan had a small force at
:l\Iechanicsvillo, and farther hack, at Beaver Darn Creek, a considerable
portion of his army in a stronghold that was simply unassailable from the
front. The hanks of Beaver Dam Creek ,,·ern so steep as to be impassable
except 01: bridges. I proposed an echelon movement, and suggested that
Jackson be ca11ecl down from the Valley, and passed to the rear of the Fed
eral right, in order to tun1 the position behind BeaYer Dam, while the rest of
the Confedel'ate forces who were to engage in the attack could 9ross the
Chickaborniny at points suitable for the succession in the move, and be ready
to attack the Federnls as soon as they were thrown from their position.
After hearing me, General Lee sent General J. E. B. Stuart on his famous
ride around McClellan. The dashing horseman, with a strong reconnoitering
force of cavalry, made n. forced reconnoissance, passing above and around the
Federal forces, recrossing the Chickahominy below them, and retnrning safe
to Confederate headquarters. He made a favorable report of the situation
and the practicability of the propose(l plan. On the 23d of Juno General
Jackson was summoned to General Lee's headquarters, and was there mot hy
General A. P. Hill, General D. H. Hill, and myself. A confereuce resulted in
the selection of the 26th as the clay on which we should move against the
Federal position at Beaver Dam. General Jackson was ordered clown from
the Valley. General A. P. Hill was to pass the Chickahominy with part of his
division, and hold the rest in readiness to cross at l\Ieadow Bridge, following
.. GIN'L LONGSTREET'S •oov-s••v•NT, s•"·
ENDU''"' OE

J The usual spelling is Frazier or Frazer. The authority for the form here adopted is Captain R.
E. Frayser, of Ricbmond.-EDITORS.
39G

"THE SEVEN DAYS," INCLUDING FRAYSER 'S FARM.

397

Jackson's swoop along the dividing ridge betewen the Pamnnkey and the
Chickahominy. D. H. Hill and I were ordered to be in position on the
J\Iechanicsville pike early on the 2Gtb, ready to cross the river at l\Iecbanics
ville Bridge as soon as it was cleared by the advance of Jackson aml A. P. Hill.
Thus matters stood iYhen the
morning of the �Gth anived.
The weather was clear, and the
roads were in fine condition.
Everything seemed favorable
to the move. But the morning
passed and we received no tid
ings from Jackson. As noon
approached, General Hill, iYho
iYas to move behind J·ackson,
grew impat_ient at the delay
and begged permission to hurry
him up by a fusillade. General
Lee consented, and General
Hill opened his batteries on
:Meclrnnicsville, driving the )!AP OF TIIE nATTLE OF FRAYSEH'S F.�R)l (CllAULES CITY cnos�
Federals off. ""\Vhen D. H. Hill RO.\DS OJ: m,E1'DALE), JU1'E 30, 1862, SIIOWl:'.\"G ,\l'l'HOX!n!ATE
rOSlTlO:'.\"S OF ITNIO:'.\" A:'.\"ll CO1'FEDERATE THOOI'�. ALSO
aud I crossed at the l\fochau
DISPOSITIO:'.\" OF TROOPS lll J:L'\'G TUE AHTILLERY E:'.\"·
GAGE)IE":'.\"T AT WHITE OAI, BRll1GE.
icsville Bridge we fonnd A. P.
Union J1rig,ul<'s: 1, Sickles; 2, Carr; 3, Gro,C'l"; 4. Seymour; 5,
0
Hill severely. en°·a
::, ::,·ed ' trvi1w
. ::, ReJ,10lds
(Sirnmm1,-;); 6, )leacle (this brigade shonltl J,.. represented
a8 north of the roa,l) ; 7, Ro uiuson ; 8, Birney; 9, Beny; 10, New
to drive the Federals from their ton;
11, Bartlett; 12, 12, Taylor; 13, Durns; 14, 14, Dana; 15, 15,
strong position behind Beaver Sully; lG, 16, Cahlwell; 17, French; 18, :i.\Ieagll<'r; rn, Naglee (of
cor11s); 20, Davidson; 21, Brooks; 22. IIaucoc!L Randol's
Dam Creek. ""\Vithont Jackson Kcycs·s
hattery was on tho right of the road, Kerns's and Cooper's on tllc
,. and Diederich,;',; aml Kniericrn'<l yet farther to the left.
to turn the Federal right, the left
Thompson',i ha! tery of Kearny',-; cli,ision was with General Robin
battle could not be ours. Al son's brigade (7).
Confederate brig-a,lPs: a, Kl'll1J'er; b, Pi<'kPtt (llnnton); e, R.H.
though the contest lasted until Anderson (Jculiius) ; tl, 1rilcnx; e, Ft'atherston; /, Pryor; {J,
II, Are her; i, Fiehl; j, J. R. Anr!C>rson; k, Pe11der;
some time after night, the Con l,Branch;
Gregg; 111, 11, o, p, Arrnistcacl, Wright, l\IabonC', arnl Ransmn.
Of the Confederate batteries, ftogera's, Dearing's, the Thomas
federates made no progress. artillery,
Pcgrnm'f', Dandson's, and others were cngngecl.
The nction at White Oal;: Bri1ke, nhont 11 A, :;,1., :ind tlwt between
The next day the fight was re Huger
and Slocum to the left, hog-inning nhnut 3 P. )I., were of :u·
newed, and the position was till�ry only, nml WPre RnecesRfnl from the Union point of ,icw, in
that they Jl!"e,·eutc,l the Confederate forces at theRe points from
hotly contested by the Fed ree11forcing Lnugstreet, while tbey enabled four Union brigades
(12, 14, 15, arnl lG) to reenforce hiR op110nmt.R. The battle of
erals until 7 o'clock in the Fray.1er's
farm, heginning nl1011t 4 P. 111., rcsultc,J in the accomplish
of Gewwal i\IcClellan's oh,i<'ct, the proteetrnn of bis trains
morning, when the advance ment
from rear ancl ffonk attnek aR they were passiug clown the Long
of .Jackson speedily caused the Bridge and Qnnker roa<l.R to thP Jame;; Ri"<.er. General Kenrny's
report ehnrneterizecl this battle as" one of tlie most deRpcrate of
Federals to abandon their posi the
war. the onr the moRt fatal if loRt." The fighting began in
foree on the left of Seymonr's hrigacle (4), aud tltc l1rnnt of the
tion, thus ending the battle.:!,
n.ttnPl, fell upon llfrCnll antl the left of Kearn�·- "Of the fmll'
l

>

<l°, According to General Fitz John Por
ter, it was not Jackson's approach, but
information of that event, that ca usecl
the withdrawal of the Union troops, who,
with the exception of "some batteries
and infantry skirmishers," were with
drawn before sunrise on the �7th.
EDITORS.

di\-isions t.Imt clrt,· engaged," i,a,s General llf<'Cnll'R rP1mrt, "eaeb
1nanrenvrecl ancl fonght._imlepe1iclcntly." llfoCall's cli\"iRi011, l.lPiug
flanked on the left J1y LongRtrPet'R right, waR clri,en from its
position after a stubborn resi;;tmwe; its plare was tnken li;�·
Bnrns's brigade. reenforcecl hy Dnna';; :ind Sull�·•s, aml these
troops rcPo,ered part of the ground ioRt by llfcC:ill. The fm•�· of
the battle now ehifted to the front of Kearny, who wnR reeuforcecl
by Tnylor's and Cnldwell's btign,lcR. The Coufei\ernteR 1winecl
some g-ronnd, hut no snbstantfal nclvanta_ge, an<l the Union troops
witbdi·ew during- the night to l\fa]yern Hill.-EDITORS.
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FHA ¥�ER'S I'AIDI-IIOUS8, FHO�I TIIE QI Al,EH OH
CllUHf'll no.AU. LOOIU�t'.. :o;1•1JTII.
FRU)I A PIIUTOGRAPII T.IKEX IX 1885.

This hnnR" waR nsr,1 :1� n,,uernl R1111111er'K hPadqn:ir
terK aJHI nR a hoRpital <lnri11g tlw hattl,'. Thr tighting
tool, plare from half to thrcc-qnnrtcrK of a mile to tlIC
rii;:h1. or westv,nr<l. Tlw XationnI l'c111der.v iH �110w1J
in the rn\,1'lle <liK1'rn,·,·.

'•

It is easy to soo that the battle of the
previous clay wou]cl have been a qnjek
.•. ·•iN•,r
am1 b]oodloss Confederate victory if Jack
"'
.-- � son eonld have n'at.'hN1 his position at the
t.imo appoinkd. In my jnclgmont the c,,acnation of Be,wer Dam Cr<wk w,is very unwise 011 the part of the Federal com
nmmler:c-:. ""\Ve hn<1 nttacko<l at Bea-v er Dam, and had fajled to makt� an impres
sion at that point, losing Sl'\'C•rnl thonsnnd rnou nncl officers. 'fhis clemonstratecl
that the positjon was snfo. If tho Fedora] comnrn1H1ers knew of ,Jadu,011'.:;
approach on tho 26th, they had ample time to reenforee Pmter's right beforo
Frjt1ay morning (:27th) "'ith men and fiehl clcfeuses, to sneh extent ns to
make the remainder of the line to tho right se<"•.nre agai11st assault. So that
the Federals in withdn1,wi11g not only abam1011etl a strong position, !mt gave
np the 11wrnlr of their suecess, nud transferred it to our some,Yhat disht1 art
euN1 forces; for, 110xt to J\IalYern Hill, the sncrifiee at Be1.wer Dam was
nurqm1]ed in tkmornlization during the entire summer.
From Beaver Dam wo fo]]owed the Feclera]s e]ose]y, ('lleonnteri11g them
again nuder Porter beyornl Powhito Creek, where the bnttle of Gaines's J\lill
o<·emTE·d. Genera] A. P. Hill, being in advance, ckployed his men and openecl
the attack withont consnlting me. A very se,Tero unttle follo'\Yed. I came np
with my reserve forces and was preparing to snpport Hill, who wa� snffering
very sevor<']y, when I received an order from General Lee to make a demon
�trntion against the Feclera] left, as the battk· wns uot progressing to snjt
him. I threw in three brigades opposite tlw Federal left and engaged them
,

,•

,-,.

,
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in a severe skirmish with infantry and artillery. The hattle then raged with
great fierceness. Gt:.'neral Jackson was again missiug, and General Lee grew
fearful of the result. Soon I received another message from General Lee•,
sa�·ing that nnless I could clo something the clay seemed to be lost. I then
determined to make the heaviest attack I conld. The position in front of me
was very strong. An open field lecl dmn1 to a cliffiuult ravine a short distance
beyond the Powhite Creek. Frnm there the grnnncl made a steep ascent, ancl
was covered with trees ancl slashed timber and hastily made rifle-trenches.
General ,Vhiting came to me with two brigades of Jackson's men and asked
me to put him in. I told him I was jnst organizing an attack ancl wonld giYe
him position. l\Iy eolnmn of attack then was R. H. Anderson's and Pickett's
lJrigades, w· ith La"·'s ancl Hood's of Whiting's division.
,Ve attacked ancl defeated the Federals on their left; cap
tnring many thousand stand of arms, fifty-two pieces of
artillery, a large qnantity of supplies, ancl many prison
ers,- amoug them General Re�-110lcls, who afterward fell
at Gettysburg. The Federals made some effort to reen
force ancl recover their lost gronnd, lmt failed, and dnring
the afternoon and night withdrew their entire forces from
that side of the Ohickahominy, going in the direction of
James Ri\-er. On the :29th General Lee ascertained that
J�McClellan was marching tmnt.rcl the Jmues. He determined to make a vigorous move ancl strike the enemy a
�_;. ;,
severe blow. He decided to intercept them iu the neigh/jp·'
y
·=
borhoocl of Charles City cross-roads, nrnl with that end in

't

view planned a pursuit as follows: I was to march to a _.41
point below Fruyser's farm with General A. P. Hill. GenUNIFOR)l OF A NON·CO�DIIS· e SIONED OFFICER OF TUE
l np pos1't'1011 l)8l ow me 011 th
eraI TJ
1.. 0l llleS ·was to tarn
isT xEw YonK, nERRY's
New l\Iarket
or River road) to be in re·1diness
to coo1)e1"1te
<
<
<
RRIGADE, KEARNY'S
Dmsrnx, sD
with me ancl to attack snch Feclcra}f; as "·ould eome ·within
CORPS.
his reach. Jackson was to J mrsne closely the Federal
rear, crossing at the Grapevine Bridge, and coming in ou the north of the
cross-roads. linger was to attend to the Federal right flank, and take posi
tion 011 the Charles City rnacl west of the cross-roads. Thus we were to
envelop the Federal rear ancl make the tlestrnction of that part of McClellan's
army sure. To reach my position sonth of the crnss-roacls, I had about six
teen miles to march. I mnrchecl lJ miles on the 29th, crossing over into the
Darbytmrn road ancl moving clown to its intersection, with the :New l\larket
road, where I camped for the night, about 3 miles sonth-west of Frayser's
farm. On the morning of the 30th I moved two miles uearer up and nrncle
preparation to intercept the Federals as they retreated toward .James River.
Geueral McCnll, with a division of ten thousand Federals, Yrns nt the cross
roads and about Frayser's farm. 1'1? cliYision, being in advance, was
deployed in front of the enemy. I placed such of my batteries as I conlcl find
position for, and kept Hill's troops in my rear. As I had twice as far to
march as the other commanders, I consiclerecl it certain that Jacksou ancl

400

"THE SEVEN DAYS," INCLUDING FRAYSER'S FARM.

OPE:SING OF TIJE ll.\TTLE OF FR.\YSER'S FAR)!: SLOCU111'S ARTILLERY E::-,;GAGED WITH THAT OF HUGER,
AT BIUCJ,ETT'S, OX TIIE CHARLES CITY HO.\D. FHO)I A SKETCH 1\IADE AT THE TDIE.

Hngor wonld bo in position "'hen I was ready. After getting my troops in
position I cnlll'd npon General A. P. Hill to throw one of his brigades to eover
my right and to hold the rest of his troops in readiness to give pm·snit ·when
tho ('nemy had been dislodged. J\Iy line e:s:tendod from near the Quaker road
across the New J\forket rnnd to the Federal right. The ground npon ·which I
approached was mnch lmy01· than that occnpicd by General McCall, and was
greatly cnt up by ravines and co-vered ,,ith heavy timber and tangled nnder
growth. On nceonnt of the. e obstrnctions ,rn wore not disturbed while get
ting iuto position, except by the firing of a few shots that did no damage.
Holmes got into position helm, me on the New J\Iarket road, and was after
ward joined by J\Iagruder, 'IYho had previonsly made an unsnccessfnl attack
on the Federal rear-guard at Sa-vage's Station.
By 11 o'clock onr troops we.re in position, and wo waited for the signal from
Jaeksou and Hnger. Everything was qniet on my part of the line, except
occasional firing between my pickets and :McCall's. I was in momentary
expectation of tLi> signal. About half-past� o'clock artillery firing "�as heard
on my left, evidently at the point near "!bite Oak S"·amp "·hero Hngor "\Vas
to attnek. I Yory naturally snppost:-·d this fl.ring to be the expected signal,
and ordered some of my batteries to reply, as n signal thnt I was rendy to
coo1wrate. 1iVhile the onler to open was going aronnd to the batteries,
President DaYis and Geiwral Lee, with their staff and follo'i'l·ers, w·ere with
me in a little open field near the rem- of my right. "re "·ere in pleasant eon
vorsa.tion, auticipating frnitful results from the fight, 'IYhen our batteries
opened. Instantly tho Federal batteries responded most spitefully. It was
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impossible for the enemy to see ns as ,ve sat on our horses in the little field,
surrounded by tall, heavy timber and thick undergrowth; yet a battery by
chance had our range and exact distance, and poured upon us a terrific fire.
The second or third shell b1ll'st in the midst of us, killing two or three horses
and wounding one or two men. Our little party speedily retired to safer quar
ters. The Federals doubtless had no idea that the Confederate President, com
manding general, and division commanders were receiving point-blank shot
from their batteries. Colonel 1\licah Jenkins was in front of us, and I sent him
an order to silence the Federal battery, supposing that he could do so with
his long-range rifles. He became engaged, and finally determined to charge
the battery. That brought on a general fight between my diYision and the
troops in front of us. Kemper on my right advanced his brigade over diffi
cult ground and captured a battery. Jenkins moved his brigade forward am1
made a bold fight. He was followed by the other four brigades successively.
The enemy's line was broken, and he was partly dislodged from his posi
tion. The batteries were taken, but our lino "·as yery much broken np by
the rough gronnd ,,e had to move over, and we "·ere not in sufficiently
solid form to maintain a proper bnttle. The battle "·as continued, however,
until we encountered succor from the corps of Generals Sumner and Heintzel
man, when we were obliged to halt arn1 hold the position the enemy had
left. This line was held thronghout the da)', though at times, vdien vigorons
combinations were made against me, ::\IeCall regainel1 points along his line.
Our counter-movements, howeYer, finally pushed him back again, and more
formidable efforts from our adversary "·ere required. Other advances were
made, and reenforcements came to the support of the Federals, who con
tested the line with vm·)·ing fortnne, sometimes recovering batteries we had
taken, and again losing them. Finally :\IcCnll's division was driYen off, and
fresh troops seemed to come in to their relief. Ten thousand men of A. P.
Hill's diYision had been held in reserve, in the hope that Jackson and Huger
would come up on onr left, enabling us to dislodge the Federals, after which
Hill's troops could be put in fresh to give pursuit, and follow them dm-rn to
Harrison's Landing. Jackson fonnd Grapevine Bridge destroyed and could
not reach his position; while for some unaccountable reason Huger failed to
take part, though near enough to do so.! As neither Jackson nor Huger
came np, and as night drew on, I put Hill in to relieve my troops. When he
came into the fight the Federal line had been broken at every point
except one. He formed his line and followed np in the position occu
pied by my troops. By night we succeeded in getting the entire field,
though all of it was not actually occupied until we advaneed in pursuit
next day. As the enemy moved off they continued the fire of their
artillery upon us from various points, and it was after 9 o'clock when
the shells ceased to fall. Just before dark General 1\lcCall, ,Yhile looking
up a fragment of his division, found us where he supposed his troops were,
and was taken prisoner. At the time he was brought in General Lee hap
pened to be with us. As I had known General McCall pleasantly in our
i General Huger says, in bis official report,

that the road was very effectively obstructed.- EDITORS.
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CIIA!lGE OF CO:\"FEDEIUTES 1.JPON RANl>OL'S ll.\TTEltY AT FHA YSER'S FAIDI.

The conteRt for tlliR hattcry wnH 011e of tbc u10.st RCYl'.J'P. e11co1111terA of the ,Jny. Tbe Cnnfc,lcrntcR (thn 5Mil
and GOtb Yirgi11ht 1:egi11ll'nts) n,lvnn�P<l ont of formntio11, i11 wP<lgP ,;bap,·, mal witb trailing nrrns, mul
hPg,m n hnrnl-t11-ll:111d conflid ovei· tlrn gnus, whkh were finally yiel<kd to thern [seep. 413].

serviee together i11 the 4th Infantry, I move<l to offer my hand as he
dismounted. At tho first motion, howeyer, I saw hl· did 11ot regard tho occa
sion as one for renewing the old frieudship, and I merely offered him some
of my staff as an escort to Richmond.� Bnt for the sueeoring forces, ,,hich
should have been engaged by Jackson, Huger, Holmes, and 1\Iagrnder, l\Ic
Call would have been entirely dislodged lJy the first attaek. All of om· other
forees were ,,ithin a radius of 3 miles, and in easy hearing of the battle, yet
of the 50,000 none came in to cooperate. (Jackson should have clone more
for me than he did. ,Vhen he wanted me at tho Second 1\Ianassns, I marched
two colnnms by night to dear the 1Yay at Thoroughfare Gap, nnd joinotl
} :;:\fajor \\'". Roy ::ilnson, who senetl 011 the staff
of General C. \\'. Fiel,1, C. S. A., gives this nccouut
of the capture of Geuernl :;:\kCall at Glendale, on
the evening of J1111e 30th:
"We occnpic,l as hl'a1lqnarter,; [at the close of tbc bat
tll'] the center of nu ol,l ron<l thnt mu throug-h a dense
pine-wood which tl1e ClH'lllY lrn,l oe,·npi<-d ,mly-two bom·s
l>efore., t!llll the ,lcnil HlHl WOllll(lc,l WPl'C lvimr nlJout us.
c+e11eral Fielll nske!l me to remnin witb tiJC �ther mcm
JJer8 of the �tnff, nnd v11lnntPPre1l to go down to a. watcr
com·se, wh,·re he hml RePn wntPr trickling-, to fill tbe
rn11tt•PnR nrnl rnnkc some 1:offcc for me, for I wns
mnr·h exhnnst,·d. lrnving Jwen thrown viol<mtly h�•
a ,,·0111Hletl borne dnring th1J llattlC'. \\'hill'. General
Field was ahsnnt we saw, in tlw slind11wA, tbr1:e or
fonr meu riding towu)'(l ns, one of tbcrn lJcing in

n<lyance ,md lrnving a cloak tllrown nronrnl l1im.
Tcc11gnize1l the figm·,· at nnt·c as that of a F,·,l<·ral
otllccr. · "'bnt eommnllll is tbis 'l' be nskP1l. · <3e11ernl
Fi<'l,l's, sir.' wns 111�· ans,n•r. 'General Fid,l ! I 11011'!
know him.' · Perllaps not, as yon arc cYilk11tly i11 till'
wro11g place.'
"Uc at onl'n t11rn1·!l to retn•nt, spnning bis lwrsC',
nrnl I gnve the alarm. A soldier of the 47th Yirginia
(f':. Jlroolrn l:111Iins) 11nw cnme fnnvnnl nrnl sciz1·1l till'
l>ri,lle of tlH• hnl'H<', saying to tbe ri<lPr. 'Not s11 fast.'
Tlw cnptnrP!l offi,·C"r 1\ro�e!l to Jw r;eucrnl J\lcCnll, of
tile P,·nnsylvania nese1·v1•s."
The staff-offieers were fired upon while attempt
ing to ride hack, and Cnptaiu H.J. Bi<ldle, 1\IcCall's
adjutant-general, was instantly kille,1. Owi11g to
the darkness the others escaped.- EDITORS.
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him in due season.) Hooker claimed at Glendale to have rolled me np and
hurriedly thrown me over on Kearny,-tennis-like, I suppose; but 1\IcCall
shmYed in his supplementary report that Hooker conld as v;;ell claim, with a
little tension of the hyperbole, that he had thrown me over the moon. 011
leaving Frayser's farm the Federals "·ithdrew to J\Ialvern Hill, and Lee con
centrated his forces and followed them.
On the morning of July 1st, the day after the battle at Frayser's farm, we
eneonntered the enemy at 1\Ialvern Hill, and General Lee asked me to make
a recom10issance and see if I coulc1 find a good position for the artillery. T
fonnc1 position offering good play for batteries across the Federal left oYer to
the right, and suggested that si.-xty vie<:es shonld he put in while Jackson
engaged the Federal front. I suggested that a heavy play of this cross-fire
on the Federals wonld so discomfit them as to warrant an assault hy infantry.
General Lee issued his orders ac·l'ordingly, and designated the adva11ce of
Armistcad's brigade as the signal for the grand assrmlt. Lnter it ,Yas fonnd
that the gro11nd over whieh onr batteries were to pass into position on om·
right was so rough and obstrncted that of the artillery orclere(l for nse
there 011ly one or two batteries conld go in at a time. As onr gnns in
front did not engage, the result "·ns the enemy concentrated the fire of fifty
or sixty guns upon our isolated batteries, and tore them into fragments in a
few minntes after they opened, piling horses upon each other and guns
upon horses. Before night, the fire from onr batteries foiling of execution,
General Lee seemed to abandon th0 illea of an attack. He proposed to
me to move aronnd to the left with my own and A. P. Hill's division,
turning the Federal right. I issued my orders accordingly for the two divi8ions to go around and tnrn the Federal right, when in some way unknown to
me the battle was dra,Yn on. ,Ve ,Yero repnlsed at all points with fearful
slaughter, lo8i11g six thousand men arnl accomplishing uothing.
'fhe :Federals witlulrew after the battk•, and the next day I moved 011
around by the ronte ,vhieh it was proposed we should take the day before. I
followed the enemy to Harrison's Lnrn1ing, and Ja<:kson ,yent down by
another ronte in advance of Lee. As soon ns ,Ye reached the front of the
Federal position we put out our skirmish-lines, and I ordered an al1van<:e,
intending· to make another attac-k, but revoked it 011 .Jackson urging me to
wait until tho arriYal of General Lee. Very soon General Lee came, and,
after carefully com;idering the position of the enemy and of their gnn-1Joats
on the James, decided that it would lle bettor to forego any fnrther opera
tions. Our skirmish-lines were ,,·ithdraw11, ,Ye ordered onr troops back to
their old lines around Richmond, and a month later J\Ic01e11an's army was
withdrmvn to the North.
The Seven Days' Fighting, althongh a decided Confederate victory, was a
succession of mishaps. If Jackson had arrived on the �6th,-the day of his
own seloction,-the Federals would have been driven back from 1\Iechanics
ville withont a battle. His delay there, caused by obstructions placed in his
road h�r the enemy, was the first mishap. He was too late in entering the
fight at Gaines's 1\Iill, arnl the destrnction of Grapevine Bridge kept him from
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reaching Frayser's farm until the day after that battle. If he had been there,
we might havo destroyed or captured l\IcClollan's army. Huger was in posi
tion for the battle of Frayser's farm, and after his batteries had misled me
into opening tho fight he subsided. Holmes and l\fogruder, who were on the
New l\Iarket road to attack the Federals as the)r passed that way, failed to do so.
General l\1cClellnn's retreat was successfully managed; tlwrefore we mnst
give it credit for being well managed. He hac1 100,000 men, and insisted to
the authorities nt \Vashington that Lee had :200,000. In fact, Loe had only
90,000. General l\IcClellan's plan to tnko Richmond by a siege was wise
enough, and it would liave been a success if the Confederates had consented
to such a programme. In spite of l\IeClellan's excellent plans, General Lee,
with a force inferior in numbers, completely routed him, and while suffering
less than l\IcClelbn, captured o-ver te11 thousand of his men.\ General Lee's
'\ Iu this estimate General Longstreet follows General Lee's unspecific report. The Union returns
state the "Captured or missing" of l\IcClellan's army at G053, and the total loss at 15,8-!D. The
Coufeflerate loss was 20,135.-EDITORS.
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plans in the SeYen Days' Fight were excellent, but were poorly executed.
General l\IcOlellan was a very accomplished soldier and a very able engineer,
but harcliy equal to the position of field-marshal as a military chieftain. He
organized the ..ATrny of the Potornac cleverly, but did not hanclie it skillfully
when in actual battle. Still I doubt if his retreat could haYe been bet
ter hanclied, though the rear of his arrny should haYe been rnore po. itively
either in his own hands or in the hands of Surnner. Heintzelman crossed the
White Oak Swamp prematurely and left the rear of :McClellan's arrny exposed,
which \\'OlUd have been fatal had Jackson come up ancl taken part in l\fogru
der's affair of the 29th near Savage's Station.
I cannot close this sketch ,n.thout referring to the Oonfetlerate cornmander
when he came upon the scene for the first time. General Lee "as an unusu
ally handsome man, even in his advauce(1 life. He seerned fresh from West
Point, so trim \\'as his figure and so elastic his ste1J. Out of battle he was as
gentle as a woman, but "hen the clash of arrns carne he lm·ecl fight, and urged
his battle "ith wonclerf1tl deterrnination. As a usual thing he was remarkably
well-balanced-always so, except on one or h,o occasions of se,ere trial when
he failed to rnaintain his exact equipoise. Lee'. orders "ere al,,·ays "·ell con
sidered and well chosen. He depended alrnost too much on his officers for then:
execution. Jackson was a Yery skillful man against such men as Shields,
Banks, and Frernont, hut when pitted against the best of the Federal com
rnanders he did not appear so well. ,Vithont doubt the greatest rnan of
rebellion tirnes, the one matchless arnong forty rnillions for the peculiar cliffi
c1tlties of the period, was Abraharn Lincoln.
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GENERAL HEIXTZEDIA�'s HEADQUARTERS AT �ELSo�·s HOUSE, JU�E 30, DURING THE BATTLE OF GLE�DALE.
FRO)! A SKETCH �JADE AT THE TDIE.

THE BATTLE OF MALVERN HILL.
BY FITZ JOHN PORTEr:, l\L\JOR-GENEHAL, U. S. \'.

B

EFORE the battle of Gaines's l\lill (already described l>y
me in these pages), a dmnge of base from the York to
the ,James River had been anticipated and prepared for hy
Genera] J\IcClellan. After the battle this change
became a necessity, in presenee of a strong and
aggressive foe, ·who had already tnl'ned onr right,
ent our eonnection with the York River, and was
also in brge force behind the iutrenclnnents be
tween us and Richmond. The transfer wns begun
the moment our position became perilous. It now
involve(1 a series of battles by clay and marches by
night "-hid1 brought into relief the able talents,
active foresight, aucl tenacity of purpose of onl'
commander, the uuity of action on the part of
his subordinates, and the great bravery, firm11ess, anc1 coufidence in their superiors on the part of the rank and file.
rr110se coufliets from the begiuniug of the Seven Days' fighting were the
engagement at Oak Grove, the battles of Beaver Dam Creek and Gaines's l\Ii11,
the engagements at Golding's nnd Garnett's farms, am1 nt Allen's farm 0l'
Peach Orchard; the battle of Sa-vage's Station; the artillery duel at ,Yhite Oak
Swamp; the battle of Glendale (or Charles City eross-ronds); the action of
Turkey Creek, and the battle of J\falvern Hill. Ead1 was a success to our
army, the engagement of l\folvern Hill bc,i11g the most clecisiYe. The result
of the movement y;-as that 011 the �d of July our army was safely establishe,1
at Harrison's Landing, 011 the .James, iu acconla1we with General J\[eClellan's
design. Thu present 1rnnative will be confined to events coming nuder my
own observntion, and connected with my command, the Fifth Army Corps.
Saturday, June 28th, 1862, the day after the battle of Gaines's l\Iill, my
corps spent in bfronnc at the rrrent farm on the sonth bank of the Chiclrn
hominy. Artillery and infantry (letnchments guarded the crossings at the
sites of the <lestroyed bridges. Onr antagonists of the 27th wer. e still north
of the river, bnt did not molest n::s. ,Ve rested nud recnperatec1 as best we
could, amid the noise of battle close Ly, at Garnett's and Golding's farms, in
-..vhich part of Franklin's eorps was eugagecl, rnfilling the empty cartridge
boxes and haversacks, so as to be in readiness for immerliate dnty.
Onr antagonists on the north bank of the 1iver were apparently almost
inactive. They seemed puzzled as to 011r intentions, or paralyze<l by the
effect of their own labors and losses, and, like ourselves, were recnpernting·
for a renmynl of the contest iu the early fntnrn; though to them, as -..,ell ns
to ns, it was difficult to conjecture where that renewal would be made. The
only evidenee of activity on their pnl't was the dust rising ou the road down
,, '( $/ff:LT4ilJ
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the river, which we attributed, with the utmost unconcern, to the movements
of troops seeking to interrupt our already abandoned comnrnnications with
York River. The absence of nuy indication of our intention to maintain
those colllmunications, together ·with the rnmhle of our artillery, which that
night was moYing sonthwarcl, opened the eyes of our opponents to the fact that
we hacl accomplished the desired and perhaps necessary object of withdraw
ing to the south bank of the Chickahollliny, and for the first time had aroused
their su picion that we were either intending to attack Richmond or tem
porarily abandon the siege, clnriug a change of base to the James Ri\·er. Bnt
the active spurts on the 27th and 28th of Jnne made by the defenders of that
city against our left created the false impression that they designed to attack
the Second, 'l1hirc1, and Fourth Corps, and thereby succeeded in preYeuti11g an
attack upon thelll. So, in order to thwart om· plans, whatever they might
be, promptly on the 29th our opponents renewed their actiYity by advancing
from Richmond, and by recrossing to the south bank of the river all their
forces lately employed at Gaines's �lill. Bnt at th.at time the main bo(1y of
our army was beyond their immediate reach, taking positions to cover tho
passage of our trains to t1ie ne-w base and to be real1y again to welcome our
eager and earnest antagouists.
Between 2 and 9 P. ir. on the 28th, my corps was in motion and mar ·heel
by the way of SaYage Station to the sonth side of White Oak S,,mup; am1
at the junction of the roads from Richmond (Glendale) to be pre1mrcd to
repel nttacks from the direction of that city. General :\Iorell, leading the
ndvance, aided General -nroodbury, of the engineer corps, to build the cnnse
ways and bridges uecessnry for the easy passage of the trains and troops on·r
the swamps and streams. Sykes and 1\IcCall followed at 5 and 9 o'elock,
respectively, 1\IcCall being accompanied b�· Hunt's Artillery Reserve. -nre
expected to reach our destination, ,,hich was only ten miles distant, early on
the �9th; bnt, in consequence of the dark night and of the narrow and muddy
roads, cnt np and blocked by nnmerons trains and herds of cattle, the head
of the cohmrn did not arriYe till 10 A. :u., the rear not until midnight. l\lcCall
arrived latest, and all were greatly fatigued.
The enemy not having appeared at Glendale on the afternoon of the 29th,
and other troops arriving to take the place of mine, General J\IcClellau
ordered me to move that night by the direct road to the elevated and cleared
lands (J\Ialvern Hill) on the north bank of Turkey Creek, there to select and
hold a position behind which the army and all its trains could be withdra,,n
,,ith safetv.
General Keves
...
.. was to move by
.. a different road and form to my
right and rear.
Again the dangers and difficulties of night marches attended us, follo\Ved
by the consequent delay, which, though fortunately it \Vas conuterbalauced
by the slowness of our opponents in moving to the same point, endangered
the safety of our whole army. Although we started before dark, and were
led by an intelligent cavalry officer "·ho had passed over the route and pro
fessed to know it, my command did not reach Turkey Creek, which was only
five miles distant, until 9 A. l\I. on the 30th. In fact, we were misled up the
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THE PARSONAGE, NE.Alt )IAL\'El{N HILi.

This honse waR in the rear of the Confederate line,
which was formed in the woo<l, Rh0'1'U in the backgronntl. It waR n,C'd as a Conk,ler:ite hospital after the
fight. The road is the Chnrch roarl (known also as the
Quaker road), and the Ticw i,; from near C. W. Srnitlt's,

whit-h was for a Rhort time the headquarters of Genna!
LN'. The trPcs of this neighborhood '1'ere ritltlled with
bullets and tom with shell. and in 1S85, \Then this Yiew
\Tas ]lbotographe,l, th,· corn '1':.l, gro,rtng out of rnany a
solclicr's graYc.-EDITORS.

Long Bridge road toward Richmond nntil we came in contact with the
e11emy's piekets. rrhen we returned and started anew. Fortunately I ,,as
nt the head of the column to give the necessarr orclers, so that no delay
oecnrre(l in retracing om· steps.
Onr ne,Y fiehl of battle embraced :;\falvern Hill, just north of rrurkey Creek
nnd OrmY's Ilill, nbont one mile farther north. Both hills haYe given name
to the interesting and eYentfnl battle which took plaee on ,July 1st, nnd
which I shall now attempt to describe.
The forces ,d1ich on this oecasion came nrnler my control, and were
engaged in or held read�T to enter the contest, were my own corps, consisting
of Morell's, Sykes's arnl �IcOall's diYisions, Colonel H. J. Hunt's Artillery
Reserye of one lrnnc1rec1 pieces, indnding Colonel R. 0. Tyler's Connecticut
siege artillery, Couch's diYision of Keyes's corps, the brigades of Jolm 0.
Oalclwell and Thomas F. :Meagher of Sumner's corps, and the brigade of
D. E. Sickles of Heintzelman's corps. Thongh Conch was placed nuder my
eommnnd, he was left uncontrolled by me, as will be seen hereafter. The
other brigncles were sent to me by their respective division c01nmanders, in
anticipation of my needs or at my request.
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This new position, with its elements of great strength, was better adapted
for a defensive battle than any with which we had been favored. It was
elevated, nnd was more or less protected on each flank by small streams or by
swamps, while the woods in front throngh which the enemy had to pass to
attack ns were in places marshy, and the timber so thick that artillery conhl
not be bronght np, and even troops -..-,,ere moved in it with difficulty. Slightly
i.n rear of our line of battle on Crew's Hill the reserve artillery and infantry
were held for immediate serYice. The
hill concealed them from the view of
the enemy and sheltered them to some
extent from his fire. These hills, both
to the east and west, were connected
with the adjacent valleys hy gradu
ally sloping plains except at the Crew
bonse, where for n little distance the
slope "\Yas quite abrnpt, and was ensily
protected by a small force. \Vith the
exception of the River road, all the
roads from Richmond, along which the
enemy wonld be obliged to approach,
meet in front of Crew's Hill. This
hill was flanked with ravines, enfiladed
by onr fire. The ground in front wns
sloping, and over it onr artillery and
infantry, themselves protected by the
crest and ridges, had clear sweep for
MAJOR-GEXERAL GEORGE W, )IORELL,
FilO)I A PIIOTOGHAPII.
their fire. In all directions, for sev
eral hnndred yards, the land O\'er which an attacking force must advance
was almost entirely eleared of forest and was generally cultivated.
I reached l\lalvern Hill some two hours before my command on l\Ionday,
June 30th; each division, as it came upon the field, was assigned to a po:;;i
tion covering the approaches from Richmond along the River rnad and the
debouches from the New l\Iarket, Charles City, and \Yilliarnslmrg roads.
\Varren, with his brigade of about six hundred E1en, took position on the low
lands to the left, to guanl against the approach of the enemy along tho RiYC'r
road, or over the low, e:s:tensiYe, nml cultivated plateau beyond and extending
north along Crew's Hill. \Varren's men were greatly in need of rest. The
brigade had suffered greatly at Gaines's l\Iill, and "\Yas not e:s:pectell to
perform much more than picket dnty, and it was lnrge enough for the purpose
designed, as it was not probable that any large force would be so reckless as
to advance on that road. Warren was supported by the 11th U. S. Infantry,
under J\Iajor Floyd-Jones, and late in the afternoon was strengthened by
l\fartin's battery of 1�-ponnders and a detachment of the 3d Pennsylvania
cavalry under Lieutenant Frank \Y. Hess.
On the west side of J\Ialvern Hill, overlooking \Varren, were some thirty
six gnns, some of long range, having full sweep np the valley and over the
VOL. I I. '.37
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cleared lands north of the River road. These batteries comprised Cap
tain S. H. Weed's Battery I, 5th U. S. Artillery, Captain John Edwards's
Batteries L and l\I, 3d U. S. Artillery, J. H. Carlisle's Battery E, 2d U. S.
Artillery, ,Tohn R. Smead's Battery K, 5th U. S. Artillery, and Adolph
Voegelee's, Battery B, 1st N. Y. Artillery Battalion, with others iu reserve.
To these, later in the day, were added the siege-guns of the 1st Connecticut
Artillery, nmler Colonel
,' ' ,,
Robert 0. Tyler, which
:--.c;',,
were placed on elevated
- __

'
,
.:yl;, 1:/' ·, ,/ .,/'
. �-··,
--:.•

.

THE CREW IIOU�E. THE UPPER PICTURE snows TIIE OLD HOU�E, AND JS FRO,J A COLOR-SKETCII
T.\KEN SOON AFTER Tirn wAR; THE l\EW HOUSE SHOWN IN Tirn LOWER PICTURE
IS FRO)I A l'IIOTOGRAl'JJ TAKEN EARLY IN 1885.

The ol1l J111il,ling, RmnetimeA ealkrt Dr. l\Iellert's, was
the hPa<l11narti,rA of Geucral l\Iorell; during the battle
rneml,ern of the �ignal Corps were at work on tlrn roof.
It was hnrned aftPr tho war allll rebuilt on the old
foun<lationA. The view in each ease is from the cast.

Tl](I la11c, in the lower picture, leads to the Quaker roatl
and was the liuc of Griffin'A guns. l\IcQuade'R repulse of
the attack Oil the hill took plaee behind the eabin Oil
the left of the picture. The Crew farm is said to bo one
of the lllOSt fertile Oil the Pcninsula.-EDJTORS.

gronnd immediately to the left of the Malvern house, so as to fire over our
front line at any attacking force, and to sweep the low meadow on the left.
To General (then Colonel) Hunt, the accomplished and energetic chief of
artillery, was dne the excellent posting of these batteries on Jnne 30th, and
the n·nrrnngement of all the artillery along the whole line 011 Tnesclay
(Jnly 1st), together with the management of the reserYe artillery on that clay.
l\Injor Charles S. Lovell, commanding Colonel ,Villiam Chapman's brigade
of Sykes's cfrvision, snppdrtecl some of these batteries, �md, "'ith the brigade
of Buehmrn11 011 his right, in a clnmp of pines, extended the line northward,
near the Crew (sometimes called the l\Iellert) honse.
Morell, prolonging Sykes's line on Crew's Hill, ,Yith headquarters at Crew's
honse, occupied the right of the line extending to the Qnaker road. To his
left front, facing west, was the 14th New York Volunteers, nuder Colonel
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l\IcQuade, with a section of Captain "\V. B. "\Veeden's Battery C, 1st Rhode
Island Artillery, both watching the Richmond road and the valley and pro
tecting our left. On their right, under cover of a narrow strip of woods,
skirting the Quaker road, were the brigades of l\lartinclale and Butterfield,
while in front of these, facing north, was Griffin's brigade. All vrnre support
ing batteries of l\.f orell's division, commanded by Captain \Veeden and others,
under the general supervision of Griffin, a brave and skilled artillery officer. )
About 3 o'clock on l\louday the enemy was seen approaching along the
River road, and \Varren and Hnnt made all necessary dispositions to receive
them. About 4 o'clock the enemy advanced and opened fire from their artil
lery upon Warren and Sykes and on the extreme left of l\Iorell, causing a few
casualties in :l\Iorell's diYision. In return for this intrusion the concentrated
rapid fire of the artillery was opened upon them, soon smashing one battery
to pieces, silencing another, and driving back their infantry and cavalry in
rapid retreat, much to the satisfaction of thousands of men watching the
result. The enemy left behind in possession of \Varrcn a few prisoners, two
gnus and six caissons, the horses of ,Yhich had 1Jeeu kille<l The battery which
had disturbed l\Iorell was also silenced b�- this fire of onr artillery. On this
occasion the gnu-boats in the James [see p. 268] made apparent their welcome
presence and gaYe good support by bringing their heavy gnns to bear upon
the enemy. Though their fire caused a few casualties among onr men, and
inflicted but little, if any, injury npou the enemy, their large shells, bursting
amid the enemy's troops far beyond the attacking force, carried great moral
influence with them, and naturally tended, in addition to the effect of onr
artillery, to prevent any renewe(1 attempt to cross the open Yalley on onr
left. This attacking force formed a small part of "\Vise's brigade of Holmes's
division. They were all raw troops, which accounts for their apparently
demoralized retreat. This affair is known as the action of Turkey Bridge
or :Malvern Cliff. t
Onr forces lay on their arms during the night, in substantially the positions
I have described, patiently awaiting the attack expected on the following day.
J 'l'hcse batteries as located on Tuesday, the day
of the battle, \rnre those of Edwards, Livingston,
Kingsbury, Ames, part of Weeclen's under Water
man, part of Allen's under Hyde, and Bramhall's.
Other batteries as they arrivecl were posted in
reserve south of Crew's Hill, and were used to re
place batteries whose ammunition was exhaustecl,
or were thrown forward into action to strengthen
the line.
The different commands as soon as they were
posted prepared to pass the night [June 30th] in
securing the rest greatly needed both by man ancl
beast. Later ou June 30th Couch's division of
Keyes's corps came up aud took its place, extend
iug IIIorell's line to the right of the Quaker roacl.
The greater part of the supply trains of the army
and of the reserve artillery passed safely beyond
Turkey Creek through the commands thus posted,
the movement only ceasing about 4 o'clock in the
afternoon.-F. J.P.
;t Some idea may be formed from the following

incident of how imlifferent to noises or uncon
scious of sudden alarms one may become when
asleep, under the sense of perfect security or from
the effect of fatigue. For several days I had been
able to secm·e hut little sleep, other than such as I
could catch on horseback, or while resting for a
few minutes. During this heavy artillery firing I
was asleep in the ]\lalYern house. Although the
guns were ,,ithln one lmllllrecl yards of me, and
the windows and doors were wi,le open, I was
greatly surprisecl some two hom·s afterward to
learn that the engagement had taken place. For
weeks I had slept with senses awake to the sound
of distant cannon, allll even of a musket-shot, and
would be instantly aroused by either. But on this
occasion I had gone to sleep free from care, feeling
confident that however strong an attack might he
made, the result ""Otild be the repulse of the enemy
without much damage to ns. My staff, as much in
need of rest as myself, sympathized with me and
let me sleep.-F. J. P.
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JIIAP OF THE nATTLE OF J\IALYERX llILL, SHOWIXG, APPTIOXDJ..\TEL1.", l'OSITIOXR OF nnIGAI>ES AJS"D DATTBJ:IE�.
Th,• Union hatterieR, :rn irnlit-at,·<1 on th<' rnnp, were:
!ll:ll'ti11'K: '.l, Tyler'A: 3, 4, r., G, hatt,·rirs in reserve: 7,
Hnnt's resen·e artilkr,v; 8 nwl 11, tlr�t nn,l Ret·ornl poRi
tion� of \\':1ter111a11'>< (\\'t•t•tkll':<); !l-!l, EtlwartlK'K, Liv.
1,

ing-P.t ou'r-;, A1nc:-;•�, Kiug�lnu·y•�, n1Hl 1-1�-clf':'�: 10, F-now's,

Franl,'s, nn,l llr,1<''8; 11. Kingshm·�·•s nucl Seeley•�.
Ou th,, Union Ri,lP lhe P!Jief Yarin1 im1R from tllese p0Ri
tio11s wne the :1tlnmt'e of n pnrt of B11UcrtiP.ld'R hrigado,
l•cl IH'<'ll Gritti11 nrnl C01wh, nml tlJ,,. transfer of hntt.eriCA
frn111 llforell to Cn1wh. Dnriug the n.fteruoou Sieklcs's
' brigntl<' took thP pl:we of Cal.'! we!l'R, whid1 lin<l come
up to Cunc!J•� ahl anti bad snffered sc,·erely. i\Ieagber

u,h·m11·!'1l nhont 5 0'"1O,·k, n,-,•ompanietl hy 32-ponndcrs
11111ler Coln11el IL J. Hunt. wllicl.J ,lit! terrible <'xeeutiou.
The C'onferll'rnte lJrigr11l1:R nrc pince,! iu the or,ler of
their attnel,; tho�e marked ll'it.h nu nrrow wtn·e iu the
charges or in tile front line nftcr ,lark. It is ditlknlt to
fix tii'e poRitionA of the Confrtlemtc artillery. In gPnl'r:il,
12 iuclicntcK l\Ioorman's, Gri111!'�•�. nrnl l'egrnm's: anti 13
dPnotcR tlw position of Balthis'A, Pongue'A, nrnl Cm·pen
tcr's. Tu other positions, the batteries of Woocliug- (one
section nrnlc r Lieutenant .TOHPR), C'arringto11, Har,la
way, Bmulnraut, Hnrt, i\lcC:uthy, nut! the Bnltirnoro
Lig!Jt Artillery were engaged to some exteut.• - EDITORS.
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J\foCall's division of
Pennsylvania Reserves,
now under General Truman Seymour, arriYecl
during the night and
was posted just in front
of the l\Ial Yern house,
and was held in reserve, :;:��-<�'--,��to be called upon for
;,
service only in case of ,/ .··
,.-: 1..
absolute necessity.!
:.�\·:
Early on Tuesday our
lines were re-formed and l>\' ',J
}r)
slightly advanced to 1'-'
}/,r�1
�X;
take full advantage of
/)
the formation of the ��
-r.
ground, the artillery of l·l.i,;1,
i't,1
� ..,•. �
the front line being re
posted in commanding
"""':(. ''
positions, and placed
under General Griffin's (.\1(\ :r;
V
command, but under
,,
Captain ,Veeden's care,
..
,
..
just behind the crest of
·�(
the hill. The infantry
\:
was arranged between
the artillery to proteet
nEm1.u·s s,1.rnr•snooTERs (oF �1onELL's mnsmx) s1rnrn1sm:-;G
1x mE m:,,oow w11E.1T·F1Ew.
and be protected by its
neighbors, and prepal'ed �o be thrown forward, if at any time advisable, so as
not to interfere with the artillery fire.
"'
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This division bad reacbe,1 me at New l\Inrket
cross•roatls, at midnight of the '.29th, greatly in
need of rest. This fact, and the necessity that a
reliable force should hold tlrn t point until the whole
army bad crossed the \Vliite Oak Swamp and the
trains had p:issed to the rear, compelletl the as�ign
rnent of .illcCall to the performance of that duty.
During the afternoon of the 30th he was attacke,l
hy 1:wge forces of the enemy, which he sever:i 1 times
repulsed; lmt he failed to enjoy the advantages
of bis snccC'ss through tbC' recklessness and il'l'C'·
pressible impetuosity of bis men or the forgetfnl
ne,s of 01·L1ers by infantry sn borr1inates. The:nYcre
strictly cantionetl. unless nnusna1 fortnne favorC'll
them, not to pass throngh a battery for the pnr
pose of pm·sning a repulsed enemy, and 11nder no
circumstances to ret11ru in face of one, so as to
check its lire. In the excitement of presumed snc
CP.SS at rep11lsing a heavy attack, a brigade pushed
after a, rapidly fleeing foe, and was impulsively
joined by its neighbors, who wished uot to be ex
celled in dash or were perhaps enconraged by inju
dicious orders. Passing through their own batteries

�·

ns they adrnnced, thC'y lo�t the benefit of their
fire, as they dill :ilso when returning after lJeing
repulse,1 aml pursn L1 liy tbe enemy's reserve,;. Dis
regard of these principles at this time caused heavy
los,;es of men, and led to the demoralization at a
critical moment of one goorl volnnteer battery and
the capture, throngh no fault of its commander, of
one of the hest batteries of the regular army [�ee p.
40:?J. This battery was commanded h)' Lieutenant
A. l\I. Randol, a bran: and nccornplishetl artillery
officer of the regular army. 'fhis rhvision h:id other
wise snffere(1 heavily. At Gaines's l\Iill it hnd lost,
by capture, one of tb·e ablest general,:, ,Tolrn F. Rey
nolds, with other gallrwt a11d efficient officers ::ll!ll
men, captnl'e<l, killecl, or wounder1. Its misfortunes
cnlminn.te<l in the capture a,t New J\IarkC't cross
roa,ls of 2.\IcCall, the womH1ing of General George
G. Uea,le, his al,le assistant, and the loss of nrnny
excellent s11bordiuates. Fortunately the brave
and experienced soldier, General Seymour, with
his worthy officers, escaped to lend the survivors
of the divi.8ion to our camp. where they were wel
comed uy their sympathizing comrades.-F. J. P.
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THE WE�T HOUSE, LOOKING TCl\\..ARD THE CREW HOUSE.

FRO�! A PIIOTOGRAPII TAKE!'i EARLY IN 1885.

This house wnR the <liYiding point lJetween Conch's cliYision nntl J\Iorcll's line, the artillery fronting the
fen�e nrnl being nearly on the line indicated by it. The West house wns occupiecl
as headquarters by General Conch.-EDlTORS.

The corps of Heintzelman and Sumner had arriYed during the night and
taken position in the order named to the right and rear of Conch's division,
protecting that flank effectively toward ,Vestern Rnn. � They did not expect
to be seriously engaged, lJnt were ready to resist attack and to give assistance
to the center ancl left, if circumstances should require it. At a11 early hour in
the day Sumner killClly se11t me Caldwell's brigade, as he thought I might
11eed help. This brigade I placed near Butterfield, who was directed to send
it forward wherever it should be needed or called for. He sent it to Couch
at an opportune moment early in the dny.
General l\IcCiellan, accompanied by his staff, visited our lines at an early
hour, and npproved my measures and those of General Conch, or cha11ged
them where it wns deemed advisable. Though he left me in charge of that
part of the field occupied hy Couch, I at no time undertook to control that
general, or even indicated a desire to do so, bnt with full confide11ce in his
ability, which was justified hy the result of his action, left him free to act in
accordanee with his own judgment. I cooperated with him fnlly, however,
having J\Iorell's kttteries, under \\Teeden, posted so as to protect his fro11t,
and semling him help when I saw he needed it. The division of Conch, though
� Franklin's corps, a]l(l French':; brigade of Sumner's corps, arrived at Malvern Hill on the morning of
July 1st. During the day Frauklin's columns were in line of lmttle on the right of Sumner.-EDITORS.
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it suffered severely in the battle of Fair Oaks, had seen less service and met
with fewer losses in these " Seven Days' battles" than any one of my three,
and was prepared with fnll ranks to receive an attaek, seeming impatient and
eager for the fight. Its condnct soon confirmed this impression. Batteries
of Hunt's Artillery Reserve were sent to him when needed- and also Calcl
well's brigade, voluntarily sent to me early in the day by Sumner, and Sickles's
brigade, borrowed of Heintzelman for the purpose.
About 10 A. in. the enemy's skirmishers aud artillery began feeling for us
along our line; they kept np a desnltory fire until about 1� o'clock, with
no severe injury to onr infantry, ·who were well masked, and who revealecl
bnt little of our strength or position by retaliatory firing or exposure.
Up to this time and until nearly 1 o'clock our infantry were resting upon
their arms and waiting the moment, certain to come, when the column of the
enemy rashly advancing would render it necessary to expose themselves.
Our desire was to hold the enemy where onr artillery w·ould be most
destructive, and to reserve our infantry ammunition for close quarters to
repel the more determined assaults of our obstinate and untiring foe.
Attaeks by brigade were made upon l\Iorell, both on his left front and on
his right, and also upon Conch; but our artillery, admirably handled, without
exception, was generally sufficient to repel all snch efforts and to drive baek
the assailants in confusion, and with great loss.
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VIEW FRO�I THE �IEADOW WEST OF THE CREW HOUSE. FRO�I A PHOTOGRAPH TAKEX EARLY IX 1885.
Tl.Io Crew house is in tl!e extreme rigl!t of the picture.
Tl.Io hill to the left is the high ground shown on p. 419.
Tl!e ravine between ti.Io two is tl!e ravine sl10wn in ti.Io
right of ti.Io picture on p. 418. At tl!e time of the battle
tl!e low ground was in wheat, partly shocked, affor<ling

protection for tl!e Union sl!nrp-sl!ootcrs under Berdan.
Farther to the left, up this valley, and in the rear of the
l!ill, was tl!e right of the Confederate line, whieh late in
the evening made several assanlts upon the CrPw Hill,
by way of the ravine and meadow.-EDITORS.
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t<CEXE OF THE co:-.""FEDF:R.-\TE ATTACK OX TIiis WEST SIDE OJ,' CREW'S HILL. LOOlilXG FRO)! THE CREW
HOUSE �OUTil•WBST TOW,\J:11 THE JA)IES RIVER, FRO)! A PIIOTOGRAPil TAKES B.-\RLY- IX 1885.

The CunfedcratcA came <low11 thP. Yallcy nr mc'l1low from the right, aud advmH'C<l up thiA slope toward tlrn two
guns of Weeden, whid1 were snpportc,l by tlic Fourteenth Xew York Yoluntccr�. The roali
across the mcaflow leads to llolmcs's JI08ition on the l!ivcr road.- EDITORS.

--While the euemy's artillery was firing upon ns General Sumner withdrew
part of his corps to the slope of :l\Iah·eru Hill, to the right of the Malvern
house; whid1 descended into the valley of West.em Rnn. Then, deeming it
advisable to w:ithd.raw all our troops to that line, he ordered me to fall back
to the i\Ia1vern honse; hut I protested that snch a movement would be
disastrous, and clecliue<.l to obey the onler nutil I conlcl confer witli General
i\Ic:Clellan, -Yrho had appro-vod of the disposition of onr troops. Fortunately
Snnmcr did nut insist npon my cornplying with the order, and, as we were
soon vigorously attaeket1, he aclvnncecl his troops to a point where he was
but little disturbed by the enemy, bnt from ,d1ich he conlcl quickly render
aid in respon�e to calls for help or ,,here need for help was apparent.\
The spasmotlic, though sometimes fonniclal>le nttacks of onr antagonists,
at cliffere11t points along onr whole front, up to about 4 o'clock, were presum
ably demonstrations or fel'lers, to ascertain our strength, preparatory to their
c11g-aging in more serious work. An ominons silence, similar to that ,d1ich
hntl preeellell the attack in force along our "-hole line at Gaines's ::\[lll, 110w
intervened, nntil, at aho11t 5: 30 o'clock, the enemy opened upon both �Iorell
'\ On one occasion, when I sent n,11 nrgent l'equest
for two brign,des, 8mnner read my note aloud, ancl,
fearing he eonhl not i;taml another ch·aft on his
force,;, 11·ns hesitating to respond, when Heintzelman, ever prompt :i,wl genel'on;s, spmng to his feet
and exclaimed : '' By JOH'! if Porter asks for help,
I know be nee1ls it n,n,1 I will send it." The imme<lin,tc result was the sending of Meagher lJy Sum-

nel' and Sickles lJy Heintzclmn,n. This wns the
second time that Snmne1· lrnd selected and sent me
i\Ieagher's gall:lnt Irish brigade, n,nd eaeb time it
rendered invaluable sen-ice.
I had sel'\'c<l nuder
General Heintzelm:i,n up to the capture of York
town, and I f'W'I' appreciate,1 his act as the prompt
ing of n, thoughtful, generous, and cbivah-ous
nature.- F. J. P.
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and Couch with artillery from nearly the whole of his front, am1 soon after
ward pressed forward his colnmns of infantry, first on one and then on the
other, or on both. As if moved by a reckless disregard of life, equal to that
displayed at Gaines's J\IiU, with a determination to capture our army, or
destroy it by driving us into the river, regjment after regiment, and brigade
after brigade, rushed at our batteries; but the artillery of both 1\forell and
Couch mowed them down with shrapnel, grape, and canister; while our
infantry, -nithholding their fire until
the enemy were with
in short range, scat
tered the remnants
of their columns,
sometimes following
fa��
!;..;;.·-':
- them up and captur
-�;_ �-- - � '·���- ··_., .·· - ing prisoners and
colors.*
·\_'
As column after
,,,. ,,·v
column advanced,
only to meet the
I
same disastrous re
\I
pulse, the sight be
(L,
came one of the most
interesting imagina
\\�,
ble. The havoc made
by the rapidly burst
-�
,\I '\
-\
ing shells from guns
';.;_-��,
arranged so as to
--�
sweep any position REPULSE OF TUE CONFEDERATES ON THE SLOPE 01" CREW'S ll!LL [SEE P. -HG].

:ii.

' -il

Ir ·

�
> __:\;1(::

*

Captain William B. Weeden, in a Jetter dated
:May 24th, 18S5, says of the battle:
"It was a flue afternoon, hot !mt tempcrc<l by a cool
ing brC'czc. The sol,lic-rs Wilitecl; patience, not couragl',
k<'pt them sten<l y. Tllc ranlrn "·ere full now; each knew
that in llim,;elf h,•. might he a. JH1�:-ible victor 01· a pu;;si
hl<' victim at nightfall. Crew's llc•scrte<l hou,;;,•, more
hospitable than it,; owner, bad furnished n lnxnry sel1lom cnjorecl on the field.
\Yater, not warm in tlic
cn11tec11, lJ11t ir.cd in a delf pitcher, 'IYith glas:-cs, w:is
literally' lmudetl ronllll.' Pickcfa u1Hl skinuishers bntl
kept ns i11formctl of the opposing formations aud of
battPrics goinp: into poRition. The Rirnrp-Rhooters' bullets
hcga.11 to tlLiclceu. .Action might IJegin nt any lllomcnt,
an1l hetwe<'n 2 and 3 o'cloek it tlid bca:iu. Ont of the
wood;;, puffs of Rn10ke from gm.iR a�,l nearer light
wreaths from their Rhcl!R lent new colors to the green of
wouclR and fields and the clecp hlnc, sky. The milskctry
cracked before it lonclene,l into n roar. and w1Jizzi11a: hul
lets 111ing-lcrl with rng1?;Nl explorling Rhe11s. The �00<ls
swarme,l with lrnttl'rn-nt C'onts and .!!T:lY. These color;;
we1·e worn 1W a lively race of men a·n<l they stepped for
wanl hriskly, firing ns they moved. The regimentnl
formations were plainly visible, with the color;; flying,
It was the onset of battle with the good onler of a re
view. In thiR firRt heavy skirrnish--the preln<le of the
main actiou -1\Iagruclcr's right made a determined at-

tack by way of the 111entlow to pierce Grifl1u's li11e t::i
tnrn .Ames's Battery arnl to brcal, the solitl aclvantag1•�
of position hcl,l by the Union forl'es.
"'l'llc br1mt of tlte- blow f ell upon C9Ioncl l\!c-Qundc's
Htb New York. This w:i.s a gallant rcgi111ent which had
s111kre,l mm·h in tile rough work nt GaiucR's l\lill. The
Confederate drnrgc wa,; smltlcu null heaYy. The Xew
Yorker,; began to gi,o grournl, all(l it lool,c,l for a rno
rneut :iR if t l,c diRn,;tei·s of Gnilll·s·s lllill rnight he
f
repeated. Dnt only for a moment. The m1·11 st.if cnP<I np
to the color liuc, charged forward with n cheer, nllll
drO\·e had, the cnrmy. Wcedcn's l�hodc fa!nll(] BntterJ'
of threc-iucb rHlccl onlnance gnus ha<l lost tl•n•c pieC'PS
nt Gaines's .:llill. The rernainiug guns, 11111ler ,•01m1Ja111l
of Lil'nten:111t \Yntcrrnan, were statiouc·,l R1111th nrnl west
of Crew's, froutiug- left nn<l rearward. It wnR the nuglc
of our positiou, and so far west that Tyler's hen,�- guns
mistook it for the enemy and fire,l 4;�-iuc-!J shells into it.
One c·nnsed Rf'V<'re caRunltics.
Thn hntt<-ry was witli
drawu from this dangerous range, all(] Inter i11 the nfter110011, whcu tllc mafn o,etion was raging-, \Yntermnu's
t.llrC'c gnus, with two of the Ramo t.n1c nml<'r Lie11tP1rnnt
Phillips of )Inssnclmsctts, r<'lie,ed King-shnrr nntl Hnz
litt'R regular hntteries of Parrotts on CouC'h"s right. The
servire !Jere was ndmil'ahle. \Yatermau with only half
a hntter:v hurl a whole compnuy of experienced gnnncrR.
V.11en the ammunition gn,e out they were iu turn
rC'lie,ed by a fresh battery."
EDITORS.
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TTIE MAI!'/ 11.\TTLE-FIELD-VlEW OF TIIE U:SION P08ITION }'RO)! TUE WOODED K!',"OLL SllOWN IN Tills l<'OLLOWING PAf;E,

111 orcll's line cxtornle<l from the Crew l1011se on thn right
to the West bonse in tho extreme left of tho pietnre.
Coueh extcnde,l the Jin<' a third of a mile to tho l<'ft of
the Wl'At house. The rn,ino, to tho right of the harn aml
lmildingA in the mi<lcllc-grouud, <lcscm1dA to Ute rnc;ulnw;
it washy this ravine and thn Ahclkr of tlw outclmil11ingA
that the Confe,lerates clfl'C'-l<'rl a lo,lgmcnt 1111 t.11c ]Jill, at
dusk,compelling Gritlin to shift hiA g,ms to ;woid capture.
Go1wrnl A. R. Wright., who con1m:mllc,,t a hriga,\o in
IIuger'A di\'i�inn, in hiA olTidal report <1<'A. erih<'S aA fol
lows the asp<'ct. of the Fe,leral poAitinn, aA Al'en from tlJC
woocll'd !moll AhO-IYll 011 tl,c following pn.gc: "l Ang
gestecl to Gl'ncr:il A rrniAll. ':111 that we go torwar,l to tho
edge of tlte fieltl, arnl, umler Jot·ot,·etion of a strong fnrc-o
of �kil·mislll'rA, :lSl'l'.ml a high knoll or hill whi.-11 abmptly
Rpraug from the 11Lcatlow hclow a111l OH onr right, from
tho Alllllrnit of whlcb WO WOllld ]JP. ahlo to obRClTI' t,ho
onemy'f! rnovommtts. Having reaehl'Cl thi,; poAition, we
were onal1lccl to get a Yery eompll'te Yicw of i\fcClellan's
n,rmy. Immediately in onr front, and extenrliug one
mile, strotchcd a fioM, at tho farther extremity of
which waA situnt,,d the dwPlling an,1 farm-lmilclings of
lllr. Crew (formerly Dr. l\Icllcrt). Jn front aml to our
left the land roRo gently from the eclgo of the woo,Js np
to tlJC fa.r111-yanl, when it became high and rnlli11g.
Uvou the right tho field was lJrokcn lJy a series of ridges

n.n,l val!PyA, wl1inh ran ont nt righta11glc� tn a line ,lrawu
from 011r position to that of tl1c enC'my, arnl:ill of whkh
t,·nninat<'d upon our extrc·mo right in a JH'eC'ipitonA
hluff, which clrop\w<l fnuld.-nly down 11pon a low, llat
mca<low, covcr<·,l with wheat. and intcrAccte,1 wit.h a
lllllllher of <litt'hcA, whielt ran from t]IC' hlnff :1Cl'OAS t.hc
mcn,low to a swamp or ,lc•11Ao woo,IF; ahont ti\'c hnmln·tl
yanlH f:uth<'r to our right. Thi� low, 1lat rne:ulow
strctcl1t•d 1111 t.11, arnl f!Wing-ing ar11111u\, Crew's honsP,
externl,·d as far aA Tnrkl'y Bl'ntl, on JantC'H lliver. Tho
<'H<'my hail drawn Up bis artillery (aR w,•11 aA C'Onl,l he
:JSC(•rtnillf'<l ahout lifty pi<'t'eR) in a ('l'CACf'llt-Ahn.p1•cl 1i11c,
tlte eo11Ycx lino being next t.o our poRitinn. with its
right (un our left-) rcr;ti11g n1,ou a 1·oa,l which 1•nsac<l
thn·c h11111lrecl ,:1nlA to tl10 left of C'rf'W'R hOl!RC 011 to
J\Iah·crn l lill, ti1c left of t.l1eir a,lvancc,1 Iino of battcril'A
l'l'-Rting npm1 tl1c high hlntl'which OYl'r]ook0el t.hn meadow
ro the right (01n· rh;ht) :lll(l rl'ar of Crew's l1011se. Th<'ir
i11fant1-y, n little in the re:1-1· of the artillcr.,·, nml Jll'O
t.ccted l1y the orcHt of t.ho riclge npon which the hntt,·rics
wc·rc placc•tl, extc-rnlC'cl from the woo,lA on onr left along
the rreRt of the !till :incl through a l:ino in t.hc 11Lead11w
on onr right to tho den AO woocls ther<'. l n rl'nr of this
nrnl bc,yowl a nnrrow ravine, tho Rifles of which wore
Pnvercd with t itnlJer, awl whirh ran paral10l to their
lino of 1.lattle a11tl !Jut a few roclH iu tho rear of Crew's

>

FRO)! A J IIOTOGRAPII TAKE'.'/ I!'/

1885,

hnuAc, waA another liuc of infantry, its right re�ting
npon a hC'rtY.Y, clmrnc woo,lA, which roverccl the J\Talvern
Jlill farm on the cast. 'l'ho left of thb line reAtC'd 111111n
the precipitous hluft' which ovc,rhtrni:-. the low meadow
Oil the Wl'At of the farm. At th
- is point thn high hlnff
Atretchl'<l ont to tho west for two bnrnlrC'd yards in a
long ridge or ledge (lll'arly AC'parating the mf'rHlow from
tho lowla11<1s of thn 1·ivrr), upon t.ho oxtrrmc west<'rn
terminuA of which wa8 111:tntc<l a hn.11.cry of heavy gunA.
'l'hiR lattPr l1:1ttf'-ry C'Oll11lla.tH1ccl the whole meadow in
front of it, :nlll by a clireC't fire waA nhlc to <liRpnte the
111anmuvriug of troops over any portion of thP meadow.
.Jn�t bchiu,l t.hc ravine w ltieh ran in n·:n· of Crow'R
honRC, nn<l 1rn,\cr c·o,cr of t-bo timher, w:11, 1,1n11te1l a
l1cavy 1Jattery in a A111all rP<lonht., whoso 1ire RW<'pt
a1·rOAA t.lrn rnca,low. Th<'SC two ha.ttl'rit'S ('Olll)'letcl.r
controlled tho meadow from one extremity of it to the
othr-r, ancl cffN•.tually prevc>nt<'tl t.110 moYemcnt of
troops in large maR�<'R upon it. Tho whole u11mhcr of
gmrn in tl1CA<• ACYcrnl bn.tteric>A coul<l not have fallen far
Al1ort of one lm111lrc1l. Tho infantr,v force of t-ho enemy
I e>Atinmtc,J nt lenAt 25.000 or 30,000 from what 1 Raw.
Larg-e numhcrs, nA I aRc:crtainrd aft.e1·wnr,l, were posted
in t.lic woods on oHr ext.rt'rn<' right aml left., aud the lino
of ditches a,·rosA t.11c meadow were lined with sbar11sl10oters. ,,_ EDITORS.
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far and near, and in any direction, "·as fearful
to behold. Pressed to the extreme ns they were,
the courage of our men was fully tried. The
safety of onl' army-tbe life of the Unioll-,,·ns
felt to be at stake. In one case the brigades
of Howe, Abercrombie, ancl Palmer, of Couch'8
division, under impulse, gallantly pushed after
the retreating foe, captured colors, and advan
tageously advanced the right of the line, hut at
eonsiderable loss and great risk. The brigades
of J\Iorell, cool, well-disciplined, and easily con
trol1ed, let the enemy return after each repulse,
bnt permitted few to escape their fire. Colonel
l\lcQnade, on :l\Iorell's left, with the 14th New
York, against orckrs and at the risk of clef eat
and disaster, yielding to impulse, gallantly da heel
forwanl and repulsed an attacking party. As
sisted by Buchanan of Sykes's division, Colonel
Rice, with the ±4th New York Volunteers, like
wise drove a portion of tho enemy from the field,
taking a flag bearing the inscription " Seven
Pines." Colonel Hunt, directing the artillery,
,Yas twice clisrnounted by having his horse . hot
under him, but though constantly exposed contin
ued his labors until after dark. General Conch,
who was also dismounted in like manner, took
advantage of eYery opportunity to make his op
ponents feel his blows.
It is not to be supposed that our men, thong;h
concealed by the inegnlarities of the ground,
,vere not sufferers from the enemy's fire. Tbe
fact is that before they exposed themselves by
pursuing the enemy, the ground was literally
covered with the killed nncl wonnclecl from drop
ping lmllets and bursting shells and their con
tents; but they bravely bore the severe trial of
having to remain inactive under a damaging fire.
As l\Iorell's front ranks became thinned out
and the ammunition was exhausted, other regi
ments eagerly advanced; all were stimulated by
tbe hope of a brilliant and permanent success,
and nerved by the approYing shouts of their corn
rncles and the cry of" Revenge, bo>Ts ! " "Remem
ber l\IcLane !" "Remember Black!" "Remember
Gove!" or "Remember Cass!" Black and Mc
Lane and Gove had been killed at Gaines's :Mil] ;
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This ,•ipw• i� ta.l,<'n from nen,r the position of Tyler's
�i,•_g-<'-gnn� (Sl'<' mnp1. Tllc- <'ngngemeut of i\Iall·ern
Clift', or Tnrk<'.V faland hridge, 011 the 30th or June,
hetweeu Generals "'nrren nrnl HoltneA, took place on
the roali at the font of the hill which pas�•·s near the
house in tlw rni11<lle-gro11ml. The hri1lg11 i.a to tlle left
on thiil ronll. The win-cling stream i,-; Turkey Creek. ln
th<' micltllc ,li�tanee is the position of the three gnu
hont� which Rl1elled the wood,; at tllc right botl! ou the
30th of Juue nnll tllc 1st of July.-E1>1TuRS.

"\Vooclbnry and Ca1'S were then lying
before them. ; Colonel J\IeQunde was
tho ouly regimental �ommander of Griffin's brigade ·who escaped death
(hll'iug tho Seven Days, and ho was constantly exposed.
During that ominons Rilence of -,vhich I have spoken, I determined that onr
opponents shonld reap no advantage, o,·eu if onr lines yielded to attack, arnl
thorefon_, posted ha,tterios, as nt Gaines's }\fill, to secure against the disaster
of a brenk in onr lines, should snch a misfortnne be ours. For this purpose
I sent "\Yeed, Carlisle, and Smead, with their batteries, to tho gorge of the
roads on Crow's Hill, from which tho enemy mnst emerge in pursuit if he
should break our Jines ; instrncting them to join i11 tho fight if necessary, bnt
not to permit tho nckanco of tho foe, oYen if it nrnst be arrested at tlH: risk of
firing upon friern1s. To these Colonel Hnnt added three batteries of horse
artillery. Though they were a11 tlrnf,\ posted and their gnns loaded with double
canister, '' they were," as Captain Smead reported, "very happy to find their
services not nerde(l on tlrnt occasion."
) Colonel Samuel \\', Black, of the G�tl Pennsylv:rnin, Colouel John W. l\IeLane, of the 83d Peunsyl
v:rni:t, Colonel Jm,se A. Gove, of the ��tl :Massachusetts, Colonel Dwight A. \Vooclbury, of the 4th l\Iichi
ga11, :mu Colonel Thonm:; Cas;;, of the ath l\Iassachusett. s.- EDITORS.·
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It was at this time, in ans"·er to my call for aid, that Sumner sent me
1\Ieaghei·, ancl Heintzelman sent Sickles, both of ,i;lwm reached me in the height
of battle, when, if eyer, fresh troops would renew onr confidence and iu. ure
our success. ··while riding rapidly forward to meet l\Ieagher, who ,Yas
approaching at a "cloulJle-quick" step, my horse fell, throwing me o,·er his
bead, much to my discomfort both of body and mind. On rising nncl remount
ing I was greeted ,,ith benrty cheers, which alle-viated my chagri11. This
incident gave rise to the report, spread through the conutr)·, that I was
wounded. Fearing that I might fall into the hands of the enemy, and if so
that my diary and dispatch-hook of the campaign, then on my person, ,Yould
meet with the same fate a,nd reveal information to the injury of our cause, I
tore it np, scattering the pieces to the
winds, as I rode rapidly forward, lead
ing 1\Ieagher into action. I have al"ays
regretted my act as destroying inter
esting and Yahmble memoranda of our
campaign.
AdYancing with l\Ieaghel"s brignde,
accompanied by my staff, I soon found
that our forces had successfully dri-ven
back their assailants. Determined, if
possilJle, satisfactorily to finish the con
test, regarcUess of the risk of being fired
upon by our artillery in en e of defeat,
I pushed on beyond our lines into the
woods held by the enemy. AlJont fifty
yards in front of ns, a, large force of
the enemy sndclenly rose and opern'd
with fearful volleys npon onr nclYancing
line. I tnrned to the brigade, which
thus far had kept pace with n1y horse, nnErnT nnw.1Drnn-GExEnA1. ,JA)rns •llQc.,r,E. <v,m,
and found it standing "like a �tone- 1ss;;.) AT �uLnnx 1111,1. co1.0KEL oF TIIE urn
XE\\" YORK. FR<DI A PllOTt><�l:APll.
wall," and returning a fire more destructive thau it received nnd from which the enemy flecl. The urignde wns planteu.
l\Iy presence was no louger needed, and I sought General Sir-kles, ·whom I
fouud giving aid to Conch. I had the sntisfoction of learning thnt night thnt
a Confederate detachment, undertaking to turn �Iengher's left, was met by a,
portion of the 69th New York Regiment, which, advancing, repelled the attack
and captured many prisoners.
After seeing that General Sickles "\\as in a proper position, I returned to
my own corps, where I was joined by Colouel Hnnt with some 32-pouncler
howitzers. Taking those howitzers, we rode forward beyond our lines, and,
in parting salutation to onr opponents, Colonel Hunt sent a few she11s, ns a
warning of what would be ready to welcome them on the morrow if they
undertook to clistnrb us.
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During the eugngement nt Tnl'kf'y bridge nud the hnttle of l\Ial�ern Hill, thiR lwnRf> wns the headqnnrtcrs of
Geneml Pmter, nrnl wnR a �ignal-station in commnuientiou wit.h the gnu-hoat,i iu the James River, towanl

whi<'h it frontR. It wns hnilt of imported English hrick,
of n.<lark hut vi\ill re!l. Tllemnin hattle-Jiel,l is iu the di
l'eetiou of the trees on the rigllt-, null T)·ler's siege-guns
were near the small trees in the left distauee.-EDITOH:-.

Almost at tho crisis of the battle-just before the adYance of :Meagher and
Sickles-the gun-boats on the James RiYer opened their fire ,,ith the good
intent of aiding ns, bnt either mistook onr batteries at the :Malvern house for
those of the enemy, or were unable to throw their projectiles be)'Ond ns. If
the former was the case, their range was well estimated, for all their shot
landed in or close by 'ryler's battery; killing n,nd wounding a few of his men.
Fortunately members of our excellent signal-sen'ice corps were present a.s
usnal on such occasio11s, and the message signaled to the boats, "For God's
sake, stop firing," promptly relieved ns from further damage and the demoral
ization of a '' fire in tho rear." Reference is occnsiouall)· seen in Confederate
accounts of this battle to the fearful sounds of the projectiles from those gun
boats. But that afternoon not 011e of thefr projectiles passed beyond my
headquarters; and I ha Yo always believed and said, as has General Hnnt,
that the enem)' mistook the explosions of shells from Tyler's siege-gnus and
Knsserow's 3:2-ponncler howitzers, which Hunt had earried forward, for shells
from the gun-boats.
·while Colonel Hnnt and I were returning from the front, about 9 o'clock,
we were joined by Colonel A. V. Colbnrn, of McClellan's staff. \\Te all rejoiced
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over the day's success. By these officers I sent messages to the commanding
general, ex.pressing the hope that our withdrawal had ended and that ,ve
should hold the ground we now occupied, even if we did not assume the
offensive. From my standpoint I thought we could maintain our position,
and perhaps in a few days could improve it by advancing. But I knew only
the circumstances before me, and these were limited by controlling influ
ences. It was now after 9 o'clock at night. Withiu an hour of the time that
Colonels Hunt and Colburn loft me, and before they could have reached the
commanding general, I recei,,ecl orders from him to withdraw, and to direct
Generals Sumner and Heintzelman to move at pecified hours to Harrison's
Landing and General Conch to rejoin his corps, which was then under way
to the same point. t
These orders were immediately sent to the proper officers, and by day
break, July 2d, om· troops, preceded by their trains, were well on their way
to their destination, which they reached that clay, greatly wearied after a
hard march over muddy roads, in the midst of a heavy rain. That night,
freed from care and oblivions of clanger, all slept a long sleep; and they
awoke the next morning with the clear sun, a happier, brighter, and stronger
body of men than that which all the day before, depressed and fatigued, had
shivered in the rain.
Tho conduct of the rear-guard was intrustecl to Colonel Averell, com
mander of the 3d Pennsylvnnia Cavalry, sustained by Colonel Buchanan,
with his brigade of regulars, and the 67th :N"ew York Regiment. No trying
trust was ever better bestowed or more satisfactorily fulfilled. At daybreak
Colonel Averell found himself accidentally without artillery to protect his
command in its difficult task of preventing an attack before onr rear was well
out of range. He at once arranged his cavalry iu bodies to represent horse
batteries, and, manreuvring them to create the impression thnt they were
artillery ready for action, he secured himself from attack unti.1 the rest of the
army and trains had passed sufficiently to the rear to permit him to retire
rapicUy without molestation. His stratagem w·as successful, and without loss
he rejoined the main body of the army that night. Thus ended the memo
rable " Seven Days' battles," which, for severity and for stubborn resistance
and endurance of hardships by the c011testants, were not surpassed chu·illg
the war. Each antagonist accomplished the result for which he aimed: one
insuring the temporary relief of Richmond; the other gaining secnrit)· on the
north bank of the James, where the Union nrmy, if onr civil and military
authorities were disposed, could be promptly reenforced, and from ·whence
only, as subsequent events proved, it could renew the contest successfully.
Preparations ·were commenced and dispositions were at once made under
-;t Tbe order referred to 1eacl as follon·s:
"HBADQUARTERS ARJIY OF THE POTO�IAC, 9I'. )I., JULY
1ST, 18G2; BRIGADIER-GENERAL F. J. PORTER, Cmnuxn
ING FIFTH PRO,ISIOX.-\L Cor.rs.- GEXERAL: The Gen
eral CommaudingdeRires yon to mo,e your c·otuman<l at
once. the artillery re,-en·e monng first to Harri�on's
Bar. In case you should flutl it impo�sible to mo,e your
heavy artillery, you are to spike the guns and destroy
the carriages. Conch's command will mo,e nuder your

order�. Cornonmicate these inRtrnctious to him at onrP.
The corps of Heintzelman and Sumner will JUO\'e next.
Plea1,e connuuuicatc to General Heintzelmm1 the time of
yonr mo,·ing. .Adchtional gnu-boats. snpplieR. aud reen
forcemeuts ,dll be met at Harri1,on'1, Har. Stimulate
your men b:, informing tllelll that reeuforccmenti,, etc.,
have a!Ti,ed at our new hase. By command of MAJOR
GEXER.-IL i\ICCLELLAN, JA)IES A. HARDIE, LIEUTE)IANT
COLOXEL, .A. D. C., A. A . .A. G."
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(Wery prospect, if not direct promise, of large roenforcements for a renewal
of the struggle on the south side of tho James, and in the same manner as
subsequently hronght a snccessfnl termination of the war.
In the Fifth Corps, however, mourning was mingled with rejoicing. Greatly
injnrl'd hy the mislrnp of a cavalry blunder at G.1ines's J\Iill, it had at J\Ial
vern, with the hrave arnl gallant help of Conch and the generous and chivalric
assistance of Heintzelman and Snmner, successfully repulserl the foe in
every quarter, and was ready to renew the contest at an opportune moment.
Our killetl and wounded were nm11bered by thousands; the loss of the Con
fo<lerates ma�' lJo imagined. t
,Yhilo taking l\Ieaghor's brigaclo to the front, I rrosse<l a portion of the
ground over which a large colnnm had adv.mce<l to attack us, arnl bad a fair
opportnni.ty of judging of the effect of onr fire npon the ranks of the enemy.
! It is impossible to estinrnte the easualties of
eaeh of these battles, so qnieklr <lid one follow
another. Onr total lo:-ss in these battles is reeorded
as 1 fi,840, while that of the Conferlerates snms 111,
to '.20,135. The loss in the Fifth Corps was 7G01.

'rhis does not inelnde the losses of Sloenrn's <li
vision aml Cooke's eavalry engaged with us at
Gaines's ilill, nor of Coueh's division aml the bri
gades of Calrl,rnll, l\Ieagher, aml Sickles ser·ving
with it at l\fah·ern. [See pp. 314-318.J-F. J.P.
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It was something fearful ancl sad to contemplate; few steps coulcl he taken
witbont trampling upon the bocly of a cleacl or ,,ounclecl soldier, or without
bearing a piteons cry, begg·ing our party to be careful. In some places the
bodies were in continnous lines ancl in heaps. In �Iexico I bacl seen fields of
battle on "·hich our armies had been victorious, and hacl listened to pitiful
appeals; hut the pleaders were not of my countrymen then, and did not, as
now, cause me to deplore the effects of a fratricidal war.
Sadder still were the trying scenes I met in and around the �Iah·ern house,
which at an early hom· that clay had been gi·ven up to the ,,ounded, and was
soon filled ,nth om· nnfortunate men, suffering from all kinds of wounds.
At night, after issning orders for the withdrawal of onr troops, I passed
through the bnilcling and the adjoining hospitals with my senior meclical
officer, Colonel George H. Lyman. Onr object was to inspect the actual con
dition of the men, to arrange for their care and comfort, and to cheer them
as best we could. Here, as usual, were fonnd men mortally wonnded, by
necessity left unattended by the surgeons, so that prompt and proper care
might be given to those in whom there was hope of recovery.
While passing through this imprmrised hospital I heard of many sad cases.
One was that of the major of the 1:2tb New York Volunteers, a braYe and
gallant officer, highly esteemed, who was believed to be mortally w01mded.
While breathing his last, as was snpposed, a friend asked him if he had any
message to leave. Re replied, "Tell my wife that in my last thoughts were
blended herself, my boy, and my flag." Then be asked how the battle had
gone, and when told that we bad been successful he said, "God bless the old
fl.a--" and fell back apparently deacl. For a long time he was mourned as
dead, and it was believed that he bad expired with the prayer left unfinished
VOL. II. 28
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on his closing lips. Thongh still an invalid, suffering from the ,Youml then
received, tlrnt officer recoYered to renew his career in the war.�
On the occasion of this visit we frequently witnessed scenes which would
melt the stoutest heart: bearded men piteously begging to he sent home;
others requesting that a widowed mother or orphan sisters might be cared
for; more sending messages to wife or children, or to others near and clear
to them. ,Ye saw the amputated limbs and the bodies of the dead lmrried
ont of the room for burial. On eYery side ,rn heard the appeals of the
unnttenckd, the moans of the dying, and the shrieks of those under the knife
of the snrgeon. ,Ve gave what cheer we conlcl, nncl left with heavy hearts.
At noon 011 the 4th of July the nsnal national salute was fired, and the
different corps ,Yere reYiewecl. General JHc01e11an, as opportunity offered,
made a few remarks full of hope and encouragement, thanking the men in
most fooling terms for their uniform bravery, fortitude, and good conduct,
but intimating that this was not the last of the campaign.
Contrary, howeYer, to his expectations, the Peninsular campaign of the
Army of the Potomac for 1862 virtun11y ended on the 4th of July. From that
elate to August 14th, when the army nt sundown took up its march for Fort
J\Ionroe, its commander was engaged in the struggle to retain it on the .Tames,
as against the determination of the Secretary of ,Yar to withdraw it to the line
of the Rappahamwck, there to aet in conjunction with the Army of Virginia.
Although General J\Ic01e11an ,Yas assured, in "Writing, that he was to lrnxe
command of both armies after their junction, ho preferred, as a speedy and
the only prncticable mode of taking Richmoncl, to remain on the James, and

Ii Afterward Breyet J\Iajor-General Henry A. Barnum.- EDITORS.

SUPPLYING THE HUNGRY ARMY AT HARRISON'S LANDING.
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renew the contest from the sonth bank, for which he had commenced opera
tions. J During this period he omitted nothing which wonld insure the
removal of the army · without loss of men aucl material. The w·ithdrawal of
the army changed the issue from the capture of Richmond to the security
of ,Vashington, transfel'l'ed to the Federals the anxiety of the ConfederateR
for thei_r capital, and sounded an alarm throughout the Northern States.
J It >l'as publicly announced that Halleckwoul,1 assume command and take the field. Pope had reason to
believe that" he would eventually snpersede Jl,IcClellan," and McDowell hat1 been so satisfiecl of his fntme
supremacy that he confided to a frieml that" he wouhl he at the highest ronnd of the ladder."- P .•J.P.

THE Amff OF THE POTO::\IAC A'l' HARRISOX'S LAXDTXG.
BY GEORGE L. KlLJIER, CO. D, !37TH NEW YORK VOLUNTEERS.

of General McClellan's arm�·
T from>l'ithdrawal
Jl,Jalvern Hill, a position that seemed to
HE

be impregnable, was a surprise to the men in the
ranks, and for the first time in the campaign they
became clisconraget1. During July 2d rain fe11 copi
ously, and when the columns arrived at Harrison's
Landing the fields \\'ere soakerl and the soil was
quickly reduced to paste by the men and traius. The
infantry and the division wagons and batterieswere
drawn up in an immense :field of standing wheat
near the Harrison mansion, also called Berke
ley. The grain was trampled into the Roil, or laid
clown so as to serve nuder the tents as protection
from the wet ground. Neither \\'Oocl nor hoards
were to be had, and the army was exceerlingly
uncomfortable. 'rransports in the James landed
rations, which proved a great blessing, since many
of the men had not had food in forty-eight hours.
The rain continued all night, and the flimsy wheat
iloors were soon floating in pools of water; besides,

the soil would not hold the tent-pins, and in the
morning the tents were near] :,· all clown, Pxposing
men whose beds were sinking deeper aml tleeper
into the mud to the pelting rain. About S o'cloek,
while some of the men were yet asleep arnl others
were attempting to get breakfast, the camp waR
startled hy a sudrleu ontbnrst of artillcr�· fire, a11t1
shells came whistling over the plain. The shots
were scattering, ancl seemed to he tlireete,1 princi
pally at the shipping. The troops were snmmonetl
to arms, but, as very little tlanrnge was done by
the shells, the affair was soon turnerl to account as
a joke. General J.E. B. Stuart for some days hat1
heen operating in the center of the Peninsula, alld
learning of the exposed position of l\kClcllan's
army on the James had hastened there antl sta
tioned his batterv near Westover Church, across
Herring Creek, n�rth of the landing. A few shells
from our gun-boats caused his guns to speedily
shift their position, and General Nathan Kimball,
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of Shields's flivision (just arrived from the Shen
andoah), advanced and cleared the field after some
lively skirmishing.
The army immediately took position on the
high ground about Harrison's Lauding, and went
into camp on [Lil iutrenched line several miles in
extent. The air was filled with rumors about future
operations. 'fo the soldiers 11IcClellan was less a
hero now, perhaps, than before, bnt be was more
a martial leader than eyer. The nuusnal strain
imposed upou tue men, the malarial el.Iaraeter of
the region nrouml Tiicl.11nond, the lack of proper
nourishment, the want of rest, combined with the
excitement of the c bange of base, antl the mi<lsum
mer hen,t prostratell gre,tt numbers. Ju my notes
written n,t the time, it is stated that GO of the regL
ment., about lfi per cent. of the duty men, were
sick ill the camp hospital July '.:!Jtl1. This was in
addition to the casualties of 1 G:3 sustained in the
"Seven Days." Accor,ling to the report of Surgeon
Jonathan Letterman, Medical Director (Vol. XT.,
Part I., "Official Heeords," pp. :JlO-'.:!'.:!O), about
6000 sick were sent away soon nfter the army
reached Harrison':; Landing, OYer 1:?,000 remain
ing in camp. On July :30tu, the report says, there
"·ere 1:?,000 sick with tlrn army, and of these only
:?000 "·ere able to take the field. Fortunately the
Sanitary Commi�sion hasteue<l to our relief with
tents, food, medical supplies, and competent nurses.

After the departure of Stuart from \Vestover,
July -!th, the army did not see or hear the enemy,
with a slight exception, until search was made for
him toward Richmond early in August. The ex
ception was on the night of Thursday, July 31st.
Abont midnight the whole army was startled by a,
lively cannonade and by shells flying over the lines,
some lmrstiug within them. The troops turued
out under am1s, aml it was soon discovered t!Jat a
mild fusillade from across the James was being
tlirected on the shipping and on the supply depots
near the camps. ;t ComparatiYely little damage
was done. 'fhe next clay a Uuion force was thrown
across the riYer to seize Coggins's Point, where the
elevated ground favored that style of attack on our
cnrnps. The army soon became restless for want
of "·ork, and there was great rejoicing at the
prospect of a forward movement. Ou the :?d of
August, Hooker marched a portion of his division
to l\Ialvern Hill, an,l on the 4th extended bis
advance to Charles City Cross-rnads, near Glen
dale. But orders came to withdraw from the
Peninsula, so we marched to Williamsburg, York
to\\71, Newport News, and Fort 11Iouroe. 'l'he Fifth
and 'fhir,l Corps embarked, on August ::?0th and
21st, for Aquia Creek and Alexandria; also for Al
exandria the Sixth (Aug. 23d and :?-!th), the Secornl
(Ang. 26th), and the Fomth (except Peck's diYis
iou, which remainetl a,t Yorktown), Aug. 20th.

;t A Conf('tlf>rato force urnl,0r Geuc>ral 8. G. Frcneh
sent out 1'ro111 i 110 co111marnl of D. II. IIill, at
Pctc-rsbnrg. General W. N. l'cnllleton reported that

1000 ronrnl� w<'rc firPd. The casualties in the Union
t':llllps, as rcportetl hy General J\IcClellan, were 10 killrtl
arnl 15 wonmlell.-G. L. K.
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DUMMIES AND QUAI,ER GUNS LEFT IN THE WORKS AT HARRISON'S LANDING ON THE EVACUATION
Il\' TIIE AR)IY OF THE POTO)IAC. FRO)! A SKETCH MADE AT THE Tl)JE,

WITH THE CAVALRY ON THE PENINSULA.
BY WILLIAM W, AVERELL, BREVET :IIAJOR-GEXERAL, U. S. A.

A PART

OF THE

FORTIFIED CAMP AT HARRISON'S LANDING.

AFTER A

SKETCH MADE AT THE TIME.

I

the Peninsular campaign of 1S6:3 there were
employed fom·teen regiments of cavalry, entire
or in parts, and two independent sqmHlrons [see
p. 31-!J. Considerably over half this force was com
posed of volunteers, and bad been in existence about
six months. In the regular cavalry three years bad
been regarded as necessary to transform a reernit
into a good cavalryman. The amount of patient
and persistent hard work required to convert l:?00
untrained citizens, unaccustomed to tho care of a
horse or to bis use under tbe saddle, and wholly
inexperiencctl in the use of arms, into the sem
blance of a cavalry regiment in six months is
kno,vn only to those who have clone it.
The topography and soil of the peninsula pre
sented a most difficult field for cavalry 01wrations.
From Fort l\Jonroe to Hanover Court House there
was hardly a field with sufficient scope for the
manceuvres of a single regiment of cavalry. After
a rain the deep alluvium became, under the tread
of horses, a bed of mortar knee-(leep. The forests
between tbe York and the James rivers were filled
with tangled thickets and nnapproachalJle mo
rasses. The trilJntaries of the rivers, mostly deep,
crooked, and sluggish, became more tortuous as
they approach their confluence, an<l the expanse of
floods is converted by evaporation into stagnant
swamps. A heavy rain in a few hours renclerell
these streams formidable obstacles. Above this
dismal landscape the fierce rays of the sun were
interrupted only at night, or by deluges of rains, so
that men aml animals were alternately scorched
aml drenched. These conditions made cavab·y oper
ations in this region affairs of squadrons.
The cavalry bad been organized into a division
under General George Stoneman, chief of cavalry,
and distributed by assignment to the corps of the
army, excepting the cavalry reserve under General
P. St. George Cooke and that portion which was
attached to general headquarters. During the
month of the siege of Yorktown not an hour was
lost which could be applied to cavalry instruction.
Alertness and steadiness soon characterized our
cavalrymen. No incident was fruitle_ss. When
grindstones were procured and the sabers of my
N

regiment were sharpened at Hampton, it produced
a similar effect upon the men.
Few but cavalry names reached the ears of the
army on the day of the e,·acuation and pursuit.
Stoneman and Cooke, on the right, with the 1st
and 6th Regulars, struck cavalry, infantry, bat
teries, redoubts, and ravines, and pushed their
attack ,,ith audacity.
Cavalrymen galloped
around field-works. "\\'e soon heai·d of the gal
lantry of Colonel Grier, l\Jajor Lawrence '.1ill
iams, Captains Samlers. Dads, Baker, arnl others
in cavalry charges, arnl that the French Princes
were among the first in the advance. Lieu
tenant-Colonel GriC'r, commanding the 1st (" Old
Billy Grier, the 7.meno commr111rlaute"), had leL1 a
charge and engaged t,,o of the e1wmy in per
sonal combat, woumling one and himself receiv
ing a woun(l, Then came tiLlings of the Llash of
Chmnbliss and :McLean lemling Hancock's column
and crowding the left-center of the enemy's line,
and soon the 3d Pennsylvania caYalry met the
enemy in the woods and drove him out with skir
mishers and canister, and c leareel our left towarLl
the .James of the enemy's cavalry under Stuart.
During the following <la:-,·, the cavalry "\"\·ere specta
tors of the battle at 11'illiamsbmg (except the 3d
Pennsyh·ania activel :-,· engaged on our left) and
were only occupied with the rather serious business
of procuring food for the horses.
Although pursuit was again undertaken on the
morning of the Gth by squadrons of the 3ll Pennsyl
vania and 8th Illinois Cavalry and was continued
for four miles, and five pieces of artillery were
recovered and some prisoners "l"l'Crc captured, it
came to a dead halt from necessity. During the
succeelling twenty days thC' cavalry swept the
country in advance of our marching army by day
aml hovered around its l,ivouaes hy night.
117ien the army was in line about seven miles
from Richmond, on the 25th of ill:.iy, I was directed
to communicate witb the gun-boats on the James
Rh-er at City Point. Lieutenant Davis. of the ::!cl
PC'nnsylvania, with ten men, was selected for the
duty, and he made his way along various roads
infested with the pickets and patrols of the enemy
to the hank of tbe James, where, taking a ski.ff,
with two negroes, he went on board the Galena
and communicated to Captain Rodgers the posi
tion of the army, and received from the captain a
statement of the position of the gun-boats.
On the 27th, not satisfied with the picnic ap-
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pear:rnce of our front on our left, south of the
Chickahominy, I reportell its perilous condition
to IIIcClellan, who at once seut Colonel N. B.
Sweitzer, of his staff, to me, and together we rotle
to the frout. As a result, onlers were given at
ouce for slashing the forest, and positions for bat
teries nml outposts were determined,-preean
tions which, three days later, llisclosed their value
in the battle of Fair Oaks.
On the same day (::l7tb) we were sc-ratching the
grouncl away up to our right at Hanover Court
Honse, in invitation to McDowell to come down
fromFreLlerickslmrg. Almost withiu his sight, and
quite within his bearing, the priucipal northern
gate to Hichmornl was set ajar, the Virginia Central
and the Richmoml aud Frederickslrnrg railroads
were destroyed. In the resultaut melee n,bont
Hauover Court House, the cavalry, under Emory,
Hoyal!, Lawreuee \Yilliams, Chambliss, \Yhiti11g,
Harrison, and Arnolrl, and Rush's Gth Penm,yl
vania. aggre,;sively attacked infantry, captured
whole eompanies with arms, swept right, left, aull
rear, arnl generally filled the illeal of cavalry activ
ities in sueh a lJattle.
GenPral Lee n:;sumed eomnrnml June 1st. On
the 13th he aunonneetl himself, through bis
cavnlry, in Stuart's rai,1 around our nnny. This
expedition was appointed "·ith excellent jmlg
ment, nnd was cornlucted ,yith superb address.
Stuart pnrsued the line of least resistance, which
was the 1111expecte,l. Hi,-, subonlinate commanders
were Colonels Fitz Lee, \Y. H.F. Lee, and W. 'f.
Illartin, all iutrepirl cavalrymen. lt ,vas an easy
thing to ,lo, lmt being bis first mid, Stuart ,yas nen
ons, and, imagining perils wl1ich did not exist, neg
leeted one great opportunity-the destruction of
our base of supplies at the \Yhite House. Had he,
at Gnrlick's, exehangetl purposes with his detach
ment, semling it 011 the roall home while be with
the main borly bent all his energies to the de
struction of our J,ase of supplies, we might han•
had :c;ornething to lament eve11 had we captured
his commarnl. On onr si,le were ,leveloped many
thing,-; to remember with pri,le, and one thing
to regret with mortifica,tion. The memories are
glorious that not a single vcclette or picket was
surprbed, aml that neYer was outpost llnty more
honorably arnl correctly performe,1 than l,y Cap
tain \Y. B. Tioyall aml Lieutenant McLean of the
nth United States Cavalry. 'fhey met the euemy
repeatedly, anrl the lieutenant gave his life and
the captain was prostrated with saber wournls
in resisting Stuart's colnmn. The killing of the
dashing Confederate Captain Lataue aml severnl
men with the saber, and the ehecking of the in
vading fore.cs for an hour attest the courage arnl
dcrntion of Royall arnl his picket. \Ve had to
regret that there was no res<'1Te to the outpost
within snpporti11g llistance, and that when the
reserve was alarme<l iu its eamp preeious time
was lost by indirections. This rnirl of Stuart's
acldP(l a new feature to ca.Yalrv history. A similar
expedition, however, lrnd b�eu projected previ
ously. .Just before the Army of the Potomac ad
vnncc,l on Manassas, in l\Iarcl1, 'G:?, in a conference
with General l\IcClellau, it was suggested that I
0

should take my brigade, eonsisting of the 3d and
8th Pennsylvania Cavalry, the first brigade of cav
alry formed in the war, and go around the enemy,
then at l\Ianassas, llestroying the bridge at Rap
palrnnnock Station, and that at Fredericksburg;
but the immediate movement of the enemy from
l\Ianassas prevented its being earried out.
Our general's plans were not disturbed by
Stuart's raid, and two days after it was over the
3d Pennsyh·ania Cavalry crossed the Pamun
key River on our right and rear, ascended to
King William Court Honse and Ellett's l\Iills,
burned the bridge and ferry-bont, and a schooner
aml other boats, and a storebouse eontaining
30,000 bushels of grain. Scouts were pushed out
many miles in quest of news of ,Jackson's coming.
This was the last extension of onr hanlls toward
1-IcDowell, for Jackson came sooner than he was
expected, on the :?Utb, the day upon which a gen
eral advance bad been determinc,1 and the battle
of Gaines's 1-Iill was opened.
::',IcClellan met and mastered the occasion.
Alert, ra,liant, arnl cheerful, be stood out in front
of his tent in his sbirt-slee,·es nearly all day of the
'..l Gth listening to his army. To the north, across the
Chickal10miny, his clipped right wing, environed
with our cavalry, was sullenly retracting its lines
to the position at Gaines's l\Iill. Stoneman, with
infirmities that would have kept a man of less for
titmle in hospital, wns in the sa(ldle confronting
Stuart's cavalry aml covering the \Yhite House
Lauding.
The ensuing night was without rest for the
carnlry. The strain of the following day to help
the Fifth Corps to hold it:; ground until llark
will never be forgotten, aml it was not devoi(l of
heroic cavalry effort. Fragments of the rese1Te
miller Genera.] Cooke stood ma,;;sed in the valley
of the Cliickal10111iny, on its left bank. Ahont 5
P. 111., when it was evillent thnt we "·ere being
pressed on the right and left of our line by all the
force tl1e enemy could bring into action against
Porter, and that we "·ere not likely to be able
to resist his attack, the cavalry was moved from
its masked position to the edge of the hill and
place,1 in a formation to eharge, should a eharge
seem likely to do goo,l. rt wns there exposed to
the enemy's fire, arnl must either retire, aLlvance,
or be destroyed. In a few minutes the order to
charge was given to the 5th Regulars, not 300
strong. Clrnmbliss, leading, rode as straight as man
ever rode, into the face of Lougstreet's corps, aml
the 3th Cavalry was rlestroyed and dispersed. Six
out of the seven officers present and fifty men
were Rtrnck ,lown. Chambliss, Jiit by seven
"!Jalls, lost consciousness, and when he recovered
fonnd l1imself in the midst of the enemy. The
eharge at Balaklava hnd not tl1is desperation and
was not better ridden. Cbambfo,s lay 011 the fie Ill
ten days, and was finally taken to Hichmond, where
he ,vas rescued from death by the kind care of
Generals Hood and Fielrl. In tl1is battle there
were two and a bnlf squadrons of the Bth and two
S(Jnadrons of tlie 1st U. S. Cavalry, three squadrons
Rush's Lancers (Gth Pennsylvania Cavalry), and
one squadron Jtb Pennsylvania (Col. Childs).
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Two or three weeks before this several officers
of the 8d Pennsylvania Cavalry, Newhall, T1·eichel,
\V. E. :Miller, and others, penetrated the region
between the Chiclrnhominy and the James, taking
bearings aml making notes. Their fragmentary
sketches, when put together, made a map "bich
exhibited all tl.10 roadways, fields, forests, ])l'idges,
tbe streams, and honses, so that our comlllamler
knew the country to be traversed through the sen•n
days fa,· better than any Confedernte commander.
Ou the evening of June 27th, my pickets from
'l'unstall's Statiou anJ other points were called
in, and at G: 30 A. �r., on the 28th, the regiment
crossed \Vhite Oak Swamp, leading Keyes's corps,
antl advanced to the Charles City road. Lieuten
ant Davis was again sent to eomrnunicate with the
gun-boats on the James.
At daylight, on the 28th, Captain \\'hite's squad
ron, with 200 infantry and :3 guns, was ,sent to
picket and hold Jones's Bridge on the Chicka
homi11�·. About fl A. 11. rny scouts reported a
regiment of the enemy's cavalry advancing in
eolumn about a rnile away. Some WOO(l!aml
intervened. Between this and my po:,;ition was
au open field a, quarter of a mile across. A
picket was quickly posted at the hither edge of
the wood, with orders to fire upon the enemy ,vhen
he should come within range and then tm·n anrl
run away, thus inviting pursuit. On my po:;ition
two gu11s were a !ready plneed to enfilade the road,
and a, few squadrons held in readiness to charge.
Tbe enemy came, was fired upo11, and the picket
fled, followed by the enemy in hot pnnmit. Upon
arriving withiu t,vo hundred yards of our position,
the picket quittell the rnad through the gap,; in
the fence:,; made for that purpose, thus unmasking
the enemy's column; the two guns of :i\Tajor \\·est
fired two rounds, and two squadrons, letl by Cap
tains ',Yaish anr1 Russell, of the 3d Pennsylrnnia,
were let loose upon the enemy, and oYer 00 of his
officer:; and men ,.ere left on tile ground, whilst the
survivors fled in great disorder toward Riehmonrl.
'l'he eommall(l was the 1st North Carolina and 3d
Virginia Cavalry, led by Colonel Lawrence Baker,
a comratle of mine in the old army. The 8tl Penn
sylvania lost 1 man killed and fi wonlllletl.
After this affair I galloped back to see General
McClellan, and found him near a house south
of ',Vhite Oak Swamp B,·idge. Near him were
groups of a hundred officers eagerly hut quietly
discussing onr progress and situation. So soon as
l\1eClellan rlescrie,l me, he came with t-he Prince
de Joiinille to the fence, where I dismounted.
After telling hilll all I knew and had leamell from
pri::-oncrs and scouts, I ,·entured to suggest that the
roads were tolerably clear toward Riehmon,1, and
that we might go there. The Prince seemed to ex
hil,it a f::n-orable interest in m�' suggestion, hut the
general, recognizing its weakness, said promptly:
"The roads "·ill be full enough to-morrow"; aud
then earnestly, "Averell, if any army can save
this country, it will be the Army of the Potomae,
and it must be saved for that purpose." The gen
eral rorle to the front with me, and reconnoitered
tbe ground in all directions. In the afteruoon,
with Hays's regiment of infantry aud Benson's
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battery, I established our outposts and pickets
within one mile of New :i\larket, where "·e were
first touchetl with some of the enemy's iufantry
lllll'ing the night. Ou the :30th, there were battles
on om· ceuter aud right, and having joined the
Fifth Corps, I proceeded to :i\Ialvem Hill in the
evening and roclfl over the fiehl with Captain
Colbum, my classI11ate am! the favorite aid<' of
i\lcClellan, and matle a topographical sketch of the
position, which was of some use afterward in post
ing the infantry and artillery as they arrived.
During the night of the �:0th, the general com
manding asked me for two officers for hazardous
service. Lie11tena11ts Xewlrnll and Treichel, be
cause of their intimate knowledge of the country,
were seut to comrnunicate with our right and een
ter, and a seeoncl time that night malle their way
for a mile and a half through the enemy's camps.
During the battle of July 1st (:i\Ialvern Hill), my
eavalry "·as deployed as a dose line of skirmishers
with drawn sabers in rear of our lines, with orrlers
to perrnit no one to pass to the rear \\'ho could not
show blood. The line of battle was ready anti
reserves of infantry and artillery in position some
time before the enemy came in forl'e aud devel
oped his attack. There were some preliminary
lJursts of artiller�·, but the great crash of all arms
did not begin before G P. M. Tt la:,;tell about h\'O
hours. 'l'he commanding general, "·ith hi,; mu1mtetl
staff, was standing OH the plateau in front of
the farm-house at the rear ,·erge of the hill, a con
i-picuous group, when a round shot from the enem!·
struck the ground a few yanh directly in front of
him and threw dirt am! gravel over the little group
around him. General Po,·ter, with "·hom I was
riding, h:Hl just starterl toward the front when he
turned and said to l\IcClellan: •· General, e,·ery
thing is a 11 right here and yon are not 11eetle,l; if
you will look after our center and right that would
he!J� us here more than yon can by remaining."
Then we separatetl from them aud rotle toward
our left, at Cre"·'s honse. The wounded were al
ready eoming away from the lines.
'-''hen the battle was over aml the field had
become quiet, the cava.lry bivouacketl half a mile in
rear of the line of battle. l\Ien and horses were
ton tired to do aught but sleep for hours. At mid
night I found myself in the sa,ldle with a cup of
hot coffee held to my lips, fl, portion of its contents
having scalded its way clown m:v throat. \\'hen
awakened I was informed by the Due de Chartres
that General l\IcClellan desired to ,see me. We
fouml l1im near by, in a little orehanl lJy a camp
fire, giving orders rapidly to his generals and staff
officers. ',Then my turn came, l\IcC!ellan said:
'' Ave1·ell, I want yon to take command of the rear
guar,1 at da.ylight in the rnorning, and hold this
position until our trains are out of the way. Wbat
foree rlo yon want?" I asked for ju,;t enough to
cover the front with fl, strong skirmi,;h line. The
nrderi- were given for Bnchan:m's brigade of
S)·ke,;'s division, Fift.h Corps. to re1iort to me at
daylight, and also a battery.
At daylight the en.miry arlva11ced toward tl1e
front. There was a fog so dense that we <'Onld
not see a man at fifty paces distance. Colonel
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Buchauan was met with his staff returniug from
the front on foot, their horses being letl. He
informetl me that the enemy was threatening his
pickets, and aclyancing on both flanks. I asked him
to halt his command until further onlers, antl
galloped to the front, where our line of battle had
been the night before. I could see nothing, bnt
conld hear shrieks, and groans, aml the murmur
of a multitlllle, but no ,;oumls of whrels nor tram
pling horses. I orderecl the line reestablisnetl, with
skirmisben; and a squadron of cavalry on either
flank. Colonel Hall, with the ::!tl Tiegimeut Excel
sior Briga,le, also reportetl for duty, aml took
position in the line. The battery not lu1Yi11g
reporte,l, some caYalry was organized into squads,
resembling sections of artillery, at proper intervals
behincl the crest. By this time the leYel rays of
the morning sun from our right were just penetrat
ing the fog, aml slowly lifting its clinging shretls
and yellow masses. Our ears hatl been filled with
agonizing cries from thousamls before the fog was
liftetl, lrnt non· our eyes saw an appalling spectacle
upon the slopes tlon·n to the woocllands half a mile
away. Over five thonsaml cle:vl and wountletl men
were on the ground, in every attitude of distress.
A thinl of them were tlC'tttl or ,lying, but enough
were aliYe :iml moving to gi\·e to the fiel,l a
singular c•rawli11g effed. The tliffC'rent stages of
the ebl,ing tide are often rnarkeu. lJy the lines of
flotsam a)l(l jetsam left along the sea-shore. So
here coultl be seen tln·C'e distinct lines of dead a1Hl
wonmle<l marking the last front of three Conferl
erate ch:irges of the night l>eforC'. Groups of men,
some rno1111tetl, were groping al,ont the fiel<l.
As soon as the woodlawl beyond, which masked
the enemy, eonltl be clearly :-;eC'n, I offerecl battle
by ,lirediiig the infantry lines to show- on the
crest, the :-;ham sections of artillery to execute
the movements of going '' into hatter�·. action
front,'' aml the flank sqnadrons to move towanl'the
enemy nntil firetl npon. All these details were
execntP<i sinrnltaneonsl.v at the son11<l of the trmn
pet . 'J'he s,1m1tlrons hacl not proceeded three
bunclre<.l yar,ls "·hen they WC'l'e fired upon arnl
halted. At the :same time, a horseman from
among tlrn�e on the fiel<.l approaclietl our line with
a white fi,1g. An ai<.le 1vas sent to meet and halt
him. ThP C'onfecleratC' hor:-;Pman. who was an
offil'er, rer111C'�tecl a trnce of two hours in whieh to
sucPor thPir wonncle,l. I was al>ont to se]](l a
demall<l that his request be put in writing, whC'n
I refleete<.l that it wonltl be embarrassing for me
to reply in writing, so word was ,;ent to him to
tlismonnt am] wait until his request had lJeen ,;nb
mittecl to the commanding gC'nPral. In the nwan
time the scattered parties of the enemy with<lrew
hastily from the field to the woods, and there was
some threatrning rlesultory firing on m�· flanks,
killing one man a.ncl woumling anothero After wait
ing thirty minutes, wortl was sent to the officC'r
with the flag that the truce \Vas granted, and that
their men eoultl come out without arms, and succor
their wouncle,l. I had no iclea that the flag was
properly authorized, else there would have hC'en
no firing on my flanks, but time w-as the precious
thing I wished to gain for our trains which crowded

the bottom-lands below l\Ialwrn. l\Iy squadrons
"·ere withdrawu to the line, the infantry lay down,
while officers took position in front of the line to
prevent com·ersation with the enemy. In a few
minutes thousands of men swarmed from the
woot1s and scattered over the field. I lrnpt myself
informed by conriers of the movements of our army
and trains, am] had already sent officers to reas
sure our rear of its security, and also to bring me
k1C'k a lJattery of artillery. Captain Frank with
his battery responded. I seut a request to General
\\'essells, commamling Keyes's rear brigade, to
select a good position about two miles in my rear
in case I shoul,l neetl a checking force when the
time for witbclrn"·al should corn('. That excel
lent soldier had already chosen such a position
and established his brigade in line of battle.
1\'hen the quasi-truce bad expiretl, at the sound
of the trumpet, the line resumed its attitude of
attack, and the officer w-ith the flag again appeared
with a requetit that the truce be extended two
After a reasonable n·ait, answer was
honrs.
retnrned that the time was extenclerl but that no
further extension woul,l be granted. I hall come
on the line. at .Jc A. M., antl these rnanmm·res and
tmces had consmne<l the time until after U o'clock.
The Army of the Potomac was then at its new
lJase on the James, and all its trains WC're safely
on the ,vay there, with Keyes·s corps some miles
l,elow in my rear awaiting the enemy. So when
the extendeel truce ha,l expired, my commam'i, with
the exception of the c:walry, had left the fieltl. Our
,lead and woum1ed, about :2500 in 1111mhe1·, bad
been cared for t1nring the night. Kot aboYe a
tlozen lmrlies coul,l lJe fonncl on our field during the
truee, :incl these "·ere lrnriec1. Tn·elYe :-;talled and
abandoned wagons "·ere tlestro�·etl, and two capt
ured gnns which l'Oultl not be remoYe,l were
spike,l aml thPir earriages n·ere hroken. The 3d
Pennsyl,ania Cavalry, which hatl led the Army of
T
the Potomac. across \\ hite Oak Swamp, 110w saw its
last serdcea l,le man safe beyond l\Ialvern Hill,
before it left that glorious field, about 10 A. 11r.,
July 2d. A hea1·y raim,torm was lll'evailing·. ·when
eYerything movable "·as across Turkey Bridge it
was tlestroyetl bymy rear squadron. 1Iy command
passe,l through \Yessells's lines about noon, aml the
lines of General Xaglee a little later. Everything
"·as now qniet and in good order, ancl the 3tl Penn
T
;;ylvania proceeded to camp at 11 estover afte]'(lark.
The 8th Pennsylvania Carnlr)', under Colonel
D. 1lcl\I. Gregg, hatl seonretl the left bank of the
Chiekahomin�·, on the 28th, aml had s'-Yum the
rfrer to the right hank, rafting its arms aPross at
Long Bridge. He suhsequently 1,ieketetl the front
of our center aml right on the 30th, aml on July
1st and :?cl -an extremely important sel'\'iCC'. The
4th PennsylYania Ca,alry, after its efficient sC'rv
iC'e, nt and ahont Gaines's l\Iill, during the <lay
and night of the 27th of June, performerl similar
duties with General l\IcCall at Charles City road on
the 30th. The 11th Pennsyl,ania, Colonel Harlan,
which. on the 13th, had cowred the 11'hite House
Landing during Stuart's raid, 011 the 28th, joined
Stoneman on similar tlnty, and retired ";th him.
Colonel Farnsworth, 8th Illinois, after his active
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participation in coveriug our right wing on the and right of our lines were more vulnerable and
2Gth, and guiding trains and maintaining steadi favorable to attack than the left, the enemy
ness of lines on the 27th, guided Keyes's corps to need not have delivered the unsuccessful and
the James RiYer below l\Iakern, on the 28th, and disastrous assault on l\lalvern Hill, but, while
assisted the 8th Pennsylvania in covering tlrnt maintaining a strong demonstration at that point,
corps on the 30th and 1st of July. The ::?d U. S. might have thrown two or three corps upon our
Cavalry a1Hl JUcClellan Dragoons, under l\Iajor centn below l\Iah·ern with hopes of 1livi1ling the
Pleasonton, escorted Colonel B. S. Alexander, of Union Army. Undoubtedly Gregg and Farnsworth,
the Corps of Engineers, on the 28th, to Carter's with the 8th Pe1msylvania and 8th Illinois carnlry,
Landing, on the James. Captains Norris aml would have successfully prevente(l the reconnois
Green, of the 2d, performed scouting service in the sance of our ceuter aml right, but that it was not
direction of the Chickahominy and Charles City attempted was a discredit to 8tnart's cavalry.
Court House, after the arrival of the regiment 011
At Hanison's Landing, General Stoneman hav
the James. And i,o ended the first lesson of the ing taken sick-leave aud General Cooke having
cavalry service of the Army of the Potomac.*
lJeen relieved, on the Gth nf July 1 ,,its appointed
Near the White House, on the mornii1g of the acting Brigadier-General and placed in command
28th of June (at the very time that the :3d Penn of all the eavalry of the Army of the Potomac, and
sylrnnia, Cavalry ,ms repelling the 1st North Caro at once issued orders organizing it into a cavalry
lina and 3d Virginia Cavalry at Willis Church, corps, and the history of cavalry lJ!'igades was
south of the Chickahominy), Stuart received a 11ote begun. Stoneman, returning the same clay, re
from General Lee asking for his impressions in sumed CO!Ilmand, and I took the First Brigade,
regard to the designs of the Union Army. He co1Dposed of the 3th Uniterl States, the 3d and 4th
replied that there was no evidence of a retreat Pennsylvania, aml the 1st Nev, York Cavalry.
clown the '\Yilliamsburg road, and that he hatl
Actfre scouting followed in the t1irection of
no doubt that it was endeavoring to reach the Richmond and up the Chickahominy. On the 3d
James. On the 30th, while we were estabfo,hing of August I �rossed the James, with the Gth Unitetl
our advance on l\Ialvern Hill, Stuart, north of the States anrl 3d Pennsylvania Ca rnlry, to explore the
Chiekahominy, was directing his cavalry columns ways to Peterslrnrg, encountering the 13th Yirginia
toward the bridges of that river behind us. Harl Cavalry in a charge led by Lieutenant l\Iclntosh, of
the disposition of his forces been reversed at the the 5th United States, supported by Captain l\Iiller,
outset, and had he, with his main body, gone to of the 3d Pennsylvania. The enemy was tlri,-en over
Charles City road and obstructed and defended seven miles, and his camp and supplies destroyed.
All the successes and sacrifices of the army were
the crossings of ·white Oak Swamp. he conhl have
annoyed anrl perhaps embarrassed our move now to be worse than lost- they were to be thrown
ments. Finally, had his cavalry ascertained on away by the withdra"·al of the army from the
July 1st, any time before 3 P. J\l., that the eenter Peninsula, insteatl of ree11forcing it.
)J- The total losses of our eavalryreportc,1 in the Seven Da�-�· !>attics was 231; tlrnt of the Confederates 71, of 'll"'hkh
number 61 were credited to the 3d Pennsylvania Cavalry, at ·wmis Church, on the 29th of Jmie.-"'· W. A.

ROLL-BOOK OF CO. D, 27TH "NEW YORK REGIMENT.
FROM THE "HISTORY
OF THE 27TII NEW YORK VOLU:STEERS."

The scars show where a bullet passerl through the
roll-book and entered the heart of Lieutenant <former!}'
Onlerly-Sergennt) John L. Bailey, who carried the roll
book in bis breast-pocket. LieutPnant Bailey was shot
by a Confederate picket named W. Hartley, of the 4th

Alabama, the night of J\lay 6th. 1862, at West Point on
the York River. Hartley waR Rbot aml instantly killed
by Corporal H. J\I. Cro�km, whoAe name, the dg-hth in
the list of eorporals, was obliteratell by the tear and the
blood-stains.-EDIT0RS.

THE REAR-GUARD AT l\IALVERN HILL.
1 . - BY HENRY E. SMITH , BREVET l\IAJOR , U. S. A.

the retreat frow l\Ial vern Hill,
R July ::?cl, toGeneral
1\lcClellan gives Keyes's
EFERRING

corps the cretl i t of furnishing the entire rear-guard.
AccorLl ing to the report of Colonel Ave1·ell, of the
3d Pem1sylvauia Cawtlry, the rear-guard was maLle
his command and consisted of his regiment of
Heintzel man's corps, First Brigade of Regular
infantry, consisting of the 3d, -!th, l �th, and 1 4th
infantry, of Porter's corps, arnl the New York
Cbassenrs, of Keyes's eorps. The " Officia.J Rec
ords," Yol. XI. , Part II. , p. :233, confirm. this state
ment. In the same volume, p. 1 0 3, will be fonud
Keyes's official report, bnt no meiition of Averell.
In fact, Averell was the 1·enr-gua1·d t o Turkey
Bridge urnl a mile beyond that point, where he

fonutl General ,vessells of Keyes's corps. The
official reports of F itz John Porter, Sykes, and
B11cha11an all speak of Averell as h aving covered
this retreat. The writer was a first l ientenunt in
the 1 2 th Infantry, and in command of Company
D, First Battalion, at l\Ialvem Hill, and remembers
tlistiuctly that the First Brigade of Regulars slept
on t he field 011 the n ight of July 1 st in line of
batt.Je. ,ve were surprised the next morning t o
fi n d t hat the ent ire army had retreated during the
night, le:wing Averell with his small command as
a rear-gnanl to cover the retr�at, which was tlone
in the masterly manner stated by General 1\IcClel
lu,JJ, lmt by A verell, and not by Keyes.
U N ITED SERYlGE CLUB, PHI LADELPUI A , ;\Jay 25th, 1885.

I L - BY ERAS�!US D. KEYES, MAJOR-GEXERAL, U. S.. V.

A FEW days ago, i n Switzerlarnl, my attention was ael'ident of the ground to open new aYeunes, a nd t o
cal led to a t'Omm nnie,1tion in the August [ l S S u] fal'ilitat,·. t h e rno,·Plllent. H e made vreparatimrs for ob
strnl'ting- the roads after the army lla<l passe<.l, so as to
number of " The Centm·�·," p. li-± :2, "·hich fohd 1n·..,. .,nt any rapid pnrsuit, dcstroyiug eJl'c etunlly TurJ,('y
.
fies histOr)·, It is u11,lc1· the heatling, " The Rear J11'il]gc, on the main roa,1, rmcl rendering other roa,lR
Guard after :\la lvern Hill," and is signed Hemy E. and a11111·oaehes t 0111porarily impassal•lc, hy felling t reefl
Smith. l\Ir. Smith asserts that i t was Genernl aero�s them. I le kept the trains well C'lose<l up, and
AYerell who commarnletl Llie rear-guard, and that ll il·ectC'd the marC'h so that the troops c·onltl ,mo,e on
eaelt :-irlc of the road, not ohstrnC't ing Ille passag(', hut
to Axerell, a.nll Hot to Keyes, belongs the cretlit hPing in goo,1 [losition to repel an a ttaclr from :my
which G eneral :i\fcClellnn giv e s the latter in his (Jllartcr. l liH tli�[IOSitions \\'Cl'C SO successful that, to l\SC
artic·le. 1\Ir. Smith cites authorities for his state his O\n1 word:-, · T do not thin!, that more \'chicles or
pro11crtywere a hamlone,1 on the mareh from
ments, anrl refers to the " Official Recorll s of the mor,· pnhlic
Tnrkt >y Bri,lgc t.han wonld l.1a,-c lJeen left., in the same
Rebellion," Yol. X I . , Part I L , p. :2 : ; 5 , a nd to strite or t he 1·oa,lA, if the ar111y had bco11 1110\'ing towa l'll
my report, p. Hl:.J, same volume, i n which lte ti.Jc enemy, instea,1 of away from him •- and when it is
says thPre i s " no mentiou of Avc1·ell." It is not understood that t he carriages and teams helonging to
unreasonable to ;;nppose that Mr. Smith h ad read this army, stretched out in one line, �rnnl,1 cxteml 110t
General ;\I cClellau's anLl m�• reports, since he refers fa r from forty llliles, the energy ancl caution necessary
for t heir Rafe wit lHlrnwal from t ho J>re�cuce of au enemy
to them, but, it is c ertain that he discrellits hoth, yastly superior in nnmherA, will he apJH'C'ciate!l. . . .
and that he rejects my claim t o approval uncere GrC'at cr,•,lit 11111st be awarded to General K('yes for the
mouionsly [see p. -! 3 fi ] . G eneral i\lcClellan sa�·s, skill arnl energy which charactPrizecl his performance
of t he Army of the of the important and delicate llnt icA intmstul r o his
in his book, " Heport
charge.''
Potomac,'' etc., 1 ' · '.c 7 3 :
The aboYe extract defines G en ernl AYerell's 1ln
" The p;reater port ion of the transport ation of the
army l!a,·ing- heen started for Harrison's Larnling clnring ties un the field of Malvern, and gfres him cretlit,
t lte night of the 30th of .111110 all<] the 1st of Julr, t-hc al](l i t is equally distinct i n referenee to me. lmt
or,ler for t he 1110,·e111cnt, of the troops was rit onl'C is Genera l l\l cClellan's article is vague in i t s expres
snPll npon the final repnlsc of the Puemy rit i\Ial,er11 sions regartling t he same sn1Jjects. As 1\Ir. Smith's
Hill. The or,Ier preAcril1cll a rnoYemeut by the left an,1 article is historically erroneous, I t rust you will
rear, Gl'ncral Keye�'R eorps to cover the 111::wcen,rc. It
was n ot r·arrie,I nut in ,lPtail as r,·gar,1R tlw divisions consider it jnst to give pl ace to this explanation,
on t i.Jc left., the roa,1,, hr-ing �oruewhat JJiockcd h.,· tbc arnl to the follo\\-ing short account of " The R ear
rear of onr trainR. l 'ol't,·r n ml Conch were not ahlc to G uard after l\IalYem Hil l ."
rnovP out aA ,·arly a� hall heeu rrnticipatc,1. and Porter
Aft er the battle of 1\lulvem Hill, which was
fonntl it urPrRsary to place a rca1·-gnnr1l between bis fought on the 1 st of July, 1 S G:l, the urmy ret ired
r•nmmaml antl the CIICIII>'• Colo11el AYercll. of the 3tl
l'cnn.,ylnrnia C:wa lr,,·, wns int rust,·,l with t hiR ,lelicnte to Harrison's Lauding. Late in the evenii,g of
rlnty. l fo hail 1111,l,•r hi� comman,l hiR own regime.n t. that clay I receiYed orders from Adjutaut-General
nn,1 Licutenant-Colon,·1 Bnchanan'R hrigaclc of rcg-ular Reth Williams to command the rear-guard. i spe11t
iufant r�- arnl one hatt ..ry. R�· a jll(licions use of tlie rc nearly the \\·bole night making preparatorr ar
Rom•.-• pA at. hiR cnmnHrn,1. hP ,1,·l'eiYPtl thP enemy so as t o
,•over t h e with,lrnwal o f t he left \Ying witbout.heing at rangements ; di patched a party to destro�· Tmke�·
tackc,1, remaining him�clf 011 th<' pr0,ions cl a.,'s battle Bridge ; s<'lccted twenty-fiye expert axe-men under
fiel,1 unt il about 7 o'clock of thr. 2,1 of Jnly. �Ieantime Captain Clarke, 8th Illinois Cavalry, with orders
G,•ueral Key0R, lmYinp; rP<'niYPtl his orllerR, rommencrd to chop nearly through all tlJe l a rge trees t hat lined
vi_gnron� J)rPpnrationK for co,cring thP mo,ement of t Ju, -the road below the bridge. All my orders were \\·ell
Pntire. a rmy, and protect ing- t he trnim;. Tt heing e1ideut
that the imm,·nRe nnmhPr of wag-ons a.ml artiller;r per exeen( etl, antl 11ithin fifteen minute;; after the tail
taining to the arm�· Ponltl not mo,·c with celerity alo11g of the eolnmn passed, the bridge was ,lestroyecl
a sinp;lo road, Gcrn·rnl Kt:yes tonlr aclyantagc of c,·e1 ·:v withont blowing up, and the road blocked beyond
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the possibility of passage by wheels and cavalry,
and matle difficult for infantry for seYeral homs.
The force composing the rear-guard consisted
of Peck's tlivision of infantry and four batteries
of artillery of my own corps, Gregg's 8th Penn
sylvania Cavalry and Farnsvrnrth's �th Illinois
Cavalry. Averell's regiment of cavalry was n,lso
designated in a dispatch sent me by Adjutant
General Williams, and he may have taken part
below the bridge, but I do not remember to hn,ve
seen him during the day.
The danger to the trains arose from the fact tl1at
the naiTow country roads were insufficient in
number, aud their composition was mostly clay,
which was soon converted into mud by the torrents
of rain which fell nearly the whole day, and from
the liability to attack on the flank. The main
road was skirted 'IVith woods on the left the entire
di;;:tance, which is about se,·en miles from Turkey
Bridge to Harrison's Landing. The opposite side
of the main road '\Vas open, and the columns of
troops could move parallel ,vith the wagons.
When GenPral \\·. P. Smith came along at the head
of his division, I was opposite an opening in the
woods at the highest point of the roat1. Smith ex
claimed to me: "Here's a good place for a battle!"
"Wouhl you like to have a fight?" said I. "Yes;
jnst here, am] now ! " Vi7bile the columus of troops
were moving alougside the trains I felt 110 appre
hension, but after they had all passed there still
remaiued in rear not less than five humln,d wagons
struggling in the mud, and it was not above ten min
ute:; after the last vehicle hacl entered the large
field bordering the intended camp when the euemy
appeared a,ncl commenced a cannonade upon us.
Fortunately I had in position �Iiller's and Mc-
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Carthy's batteries, and thC'y replied with such effect
that the attack was discontinued.
The anxiety at headquarters was such that I was
authorized, in case of necessity, to cut the traces
and drive the auimals fonrnrd without theil' loads.
Nothing of that kin1l was clone, and we saved all
the wagons except a small number that broke clown
and were as necessarily abandoned as a vessel in
a convoy would lJe after it had sunk in the
ocean.
About the mi.cldle of the da.y I reeeiYecl a note
from headquarters at Harrison's Lamling, of which
the following is a copy:
"GEXERAL: I bn,ye ordered hack to your atssistaucC' all
tl.ie cavalry that ean be rnised here. Jt is of the 11tmost
importauee thot ,Ye shonld save nil onr nrtillPr,,·, au,l as
many of otu· wagons as po�sibk.; nrnl the coHrn1arnling
general feels the ntmust co11fhlem·e that yon will do ;ill
that cnn lrn done to acco111pli�h thiH. P,·rmit me to �ny
that if you T:lriug in CYerJ'tlling you will accomplish n,
most signal (Ulu UIPritorinns exploit,, which tho com
mn111ling- general will not fail to rr,p1·esPnt iu its l ll'O]H•r
light to the Depart111eut. YeIT re�pectfnlly,
R. B. :i.lIARCY,
"Chief of SlajJ:
Jnly 2tl.
"BRIG.\DU:R-GEXEP.AL KEYES."
General l\IcClellan came out half a mile an,! met
me. I '\Vas engaged semling forward sheaves of
wheat to fill the ruts in the rontl near camp,
which were so deep that in spite of all efforts
to fill them, about l:JOO wagons we1·e parked
for the night nuder guard outside. 'rile general
appeared well satisfied with what hatl heen done
by the rear-guard, and after all the proofs cited
abo,·e, it is scal'cely probable that be made a mis
take in the name of its commander.
BL.\::SGY, 8EI::SE-lXFBil!EURE, Ffl.\XCE. Angnst �o, 1885.

THE AmIINISTRATIO:N' rn THE PE:N'IXSULAR CAi\JPAIGX.
BY RICHARD B. IRWIN, LIEUTE:N'AXT-COLONEL AND ASSISTANT AD,JUTA..,T-GENEUAL, U. S. V.

entertained by General l\IcClellan as
T HEto Yiews
the manner and extent to which bis plans

movable force as ,G,:JS5, with :J:JS guns, and the
force reqniretl for active operations as lfi0,000
men, with 400 guns, he recommernle<l that all
operations in other quartPrs he co11fined to the
<lefensive, and that all surplus troops be seut to
reenforce the Army of the Potomac.
"A vigurons employment of tlieRe mennR (lw pro
cec1l,;J will, in my opinion, ennlJle the Army of tl1c
Potomac to assume successfully tbis tseaFou tllc t1ffen
Ri\·e operntious wbieh, ever siue<' entering npou the
commnu(l, it bas heen my anxious 1lesirc nml 1liligcnt
effort to prepare for aud J>rosecnte. Tbc mlvnuee Ahould
not be postpoued beyond tbe 25th of Xovemlier, if possi
hlc to avoid it.
"Unity in councils, the utmost vigor allll energy in
action arc :imlispcuAable. The eutire rnilital'y tiehl
Rlionld he grn;;ped as n whole, :mil not in 1let:l!'hell
pai·t;;. Oue plnn �honld be ag-recll npou nml Jl111'8U('ll; a
sing-le will Rhonhl direct. nud earry ont theRP pl:rnR. The
great ohjert. to he aceomplisl!e,l, thP crnsl1i11,:- dcfent. of
the rehel army (now) nt, l\Innns�nA, shonll1 uc..-er for on('
iust:rnt be lost. sigl1t of, hnt all the intellec.t u111l menus
aucl mcu of the Govermueut ponred u110n that. poiut."

and operations on the Peninsula were interfered
with or supportetl by the Government having been
fully set forth by him in these pages, it is now
proper to show, as far as this can be clone from the
official reports, how the case must have presented
itself to the President and the Secretary of \\'ar.
Appointed on the :J5th of July, 1861, immedi
ately after Bull Run, to the command of the
shattered ancl reduced fo1·ces then gathered about
·washington, at one time not exceeding ,El,000 all
told, General McClellan \\·as rapidly reenforeed,
until ou the 15th of March, lSG:J, he had under his
command within the division or department of the
Potomac :J03,:J13 men present 101· duty. The
field-artillery was increased from 30 guns to f':i:?O;
to these had beeu added a siege train of nearly
100 heavy gnns. From these mate1·ials he organ
izeil the Army of the Potomac.
In the htst days of October General ::\IcClellan
On the 1st of November, 1S61, the President,
presented to the Secretary of War a writteu state
ment of his views as to the conduct of operations, "with the concurrence of the entire Cabinet,"
in whicl1, after representing the Confederate forces designated General McClellan "to command the
in his front at not less than 150,000, his own whole army" of the United States. No trust
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approaching this in magnitude had ever before
been confided to any officer of the Uuited States.
Everywhere the armies remaiued inactive. For
seven months the Army of the Potomac was belt]
within the defenses of Washiugtou. Its only im
portrrnt movement had resulted i II the dishearten
ing disnster of Ball's Bluff. The Confederates,
n-ith headquarters at l\Innassas, confronted them
with an army, represented by General l\IcClellan,
on the faith of his secret-service department, as
numbering at least 113 1 500, probably 150,000,
but now known to have at no time exceeded
G3,000. ) 'rhe Potomac was closed to naviga
tion by Confederate batteries cstal1lished on its
banks within twenty-three miles of the capital.
Norfolk, with its 11avy-y:inl, was left untouched
and nnmeuaced. The loyitl States had furnished
tbree-qunrtcrs of a million of soldie1 s, aml the
country bat! rolletl up a daily increasing war rlcbt
of $GOO,oon,ooo. 'l'here is HO indication that
Geueral l\TcCJellan npprceiatetl, or even perceh·etl,
the conseqnences that mnst iuevitably follow the
lo,;s of confitlence on the part of the people, a,;
month after month passer] without action aJH]
without :,;ncccss in a11y quarter, or the position
in which, untler these circnmstauces, he placetl
the Presitlent, with respel't to the eontinned sup
port of the people am] aml their representath·es,
by withhol,Jing full information of his plan5. In
his "Own Story" he teils how he refusetl to give
this information when ealletl upon by the Presi
dent in the presenct' of his Cabinet.
The PresiL1ent having, on the 31st of January,
ordered the movement uf all the disposable force
of the Arm:v of the Potomac, for the p1111)ose of
seizing a point on the railroad beyond l\Ianassa,;
Junction, General l\IcClellan on the same day sul,
mitto,1 his own plan for moving on Richmond hy
way of Urkma, on tlw lower Rappahannock. 011
the 8th of ::\T:uch, yieltling to General ;\IeCiellan's
views. supported hy the majority of his division
co!llmanders, the President approved the Urbana
movement, with eertain (•owlitions; but on the 9th
the Confederates evacuri,tetl ;\la11assas. am1 thn::;
ren,lerecl the whole plan inoperative. On the 13th,
upon GenernJ ::\ll"Clellan's recommemlation, snp
porte(l by the commanders of all four of the ne,,ly
eonstitnted army C'Orps. the President authorized
the lllOVement hy Fort l\lonroe, ns it was finally
made.
l\IeCJellan cxpectetl to take n-ith him to the Pen
insula l-!G,000 men of nll arms, to be increaser] to
li'iG,000 by a division to be ,lran-n from Port l\Ton
rne. On the 31st of l\Tarch, the President informecl
him that he had been obliged to order Blenker's
diYision of aliont ] 0,000 men, -;t witl1 18 guns, to
Fremont. "I ,lirl this with great pain," be says,
'' kuo,Yi11g that :vou wonld wish it otherwise. If
�·on eonld know the fnll pressnre of the case, I am
confident yon n-onlcl approve."
The council of corps commanders had annexed
to their approval. among other conditions, the fol
lowing: "Fourth, that the force to be left to

cover Washiugton shall be such as to give an
entire feeliug of security for its safety from men
NoTE.-'l'hat with the forts on the
ace.
right bank of_ the Potomac fully garrisoned and
those on the left bank occupied, a covering force in
front of the Virginia line of �5,000 men would
suffice (Keyes, Heintzelman, and l\IcDowell). A
total of -!0,000 men for the defense of the city
wonltl suffice. (Sumner.)" Upon this point the
President's orders were: "1st. Leave sneh a
force at l\Ianassa,5 Jnuction as shall make it en
tirely certain that the enemy shall not repossess
himself of that position and line of communica
tion. !Jd. Le.we ·washington secure."
On the 1st of April, as he was on the point of
sailing, General l\IcCJellan reported from his head
c1uarters on hoard the steamer Co111111odorc, the ar
raugeme11ts he had made to carry out these provi
sions, aml at onee set out for Fort l\Ionroe without
knowing whether they were satisfactory to the
Governmeut or not. They were 11ot. General l\Tc
Clellan hatl arranged to leave 7780 men at \\'ar
renton, 10,830 at ;\Iauassas, 1350 on the Lower
Potomac, and 18,000 men for the garrisons and
the front of ·washington, to be augmented by
abont-!000 ne,Y troops from New York. The Presi
tlent, deeming this provisio11 wholly insufficient for
the defense of the capital, ordered l\IcDo,Yell with
his corps of 3:J,rno men a11d GS gnns to renrnin, and
charget1 him \Yith the dnty of covering and defend
ing \Yashingtou.
'rhis let1 to a telegraphic correspondence, thus
characterized in the President's letter to General
l\IcClellan, datetl April Dth: '' Your dispatches
complnining that yon are not properly sustained,
while the.v tlo not offend me, pain me very mncb."
The11, after again explainiug the detachment of
Blenker an<l the reteution of l\TcDowell, l\Tr. Lin
coln eonclmles with these noteworthy aclmonitions:
"I suppose the whole force which has gone forn-ard
to you is with you hy this time; aml if so, I think
it is the precise time for you to strike a blow. By
delay, the enemy will steadily gain on you -that
is, be will gain faster by fortifications aud .reen
forcements than you can by reenforcements alone.
'' And 011ce more, let me tell yon, it is illclispen
sahle to you+ that �-ou strike a blow! I am pon-er
less to help this. You will do me the justice to
remember I always insisted that going t1own the
hay in search of a field instead of fighting at or
near l\fauassas, was only shifting and not snr
monnting n difficulty; that we would find the same
enemy allll the same or eqnal intrenchme1Jts at
eithn,r pince. The conntr�· will not fail to 11otc> is noting now-that the preseut hesitation to move
npo11 nu intrenched enemy is but the story of
l\f anassas repeated.
"I beg to assure you tlrnt I have ne,·cr \Hitten
or spoken to yon in greater kindness of feeling
than non·, nor with a fuller purpose to sustain yon,
so far ns in my most anxious judgment I consist
ently ean. But you 11111st act."
On the 11th of April, Franklin's division n-as

+

+

Originnl italicized.
) Of which only 44,563 wPre at :IInnasRas.
-;t Gcneml l\lcClcllan's fignrcs. The lntcst return, Feb. 28th, sl1owecl S396 for clnty. - R. B. T.

THE ADMINISTRATION IN THE PENINSULAR CAMPAIGN.
ordered to the Peninsula, in response to General
l\IcClellan's e[Lruest renewal of his request.
General McClellan estimates his force before
Franklin's arrival at 85,000, apparently meaning
fighting men, siuce the returns show lOi>,235 pres
ent for duty on the 13th of April. On the 30th,
including Franklin, this 1rnmber was increased to
112,302. General 1IcClellan also estimated the
Confederate forces at "probably not less than
100,000 men, and possibly more,''� '' probal1ly
greater a goocl cleal than my own."\ \\Te now
know that their total effectiYe strength on the
30th of April was 55,633 of all arms. ilhen the
Army of the Potomac halted before the lines of
the 1Var1vick, l\Iagrmler's whole force '\\as but
11,000. Gener:il ::\IeClellan estimated it at only
1'3,000, and his 0,,11, confronting it, at the same
period, at 53,000.
The plan of a rapitl mo,ement np the Peninsula
having resolved itself into an endeavor to take
Yorktown by regular approaches in front, leaving
its rear necessarily open, General l\IcClellan thus
describes the result:
"Our batteries woulll have been rea<ly to 011en on tl!e
morning of the 6th of i\lay at latest; hut on tl!e morn
ing of tl!e 4tl! it was <lisco,ere<l that tlie enemy lla<l
already been compelled to e,acnate his position dnrmg
the night."
The effect of these delays on l\Ir. Lincoln's mind
is curiously indicated by his telegram of )Jay 1st:
'' Your call for Parrott gnus from Wasltiugton alar10s
me, chiefly hccanse it argues indefinite procrastinatiou.
Is anything to be tlone ! "
Then followed the confused and unduly dis
couraging battle of Williamsburg; the attempt to
cut off the Confederate retreat by a lamling at \Yest
Point came to nothing; antl on the 20th of :\lay,
the Army of the Potomac, having moved forw:u
, ·,1
5:3 miles in 16 clays, reached the banks of the
Chickahomiuy. There it lay, astride of that slug
gish stream, imbedde,1 in its pestilential swamps,
for thirty-nine days.
On the 31st of :\lay, at Fair Oaks, Johnston
faile,1, though narrowly missing success, in a ,rell
meant attempt to crush 1IcClellau's forces on the
right bauk of the swollen stream before they
could be reenforced. On the 1st of June the
Confederate forces ·were ,lriven back in disorder
upon the defenses of Richmond, bnt the damage
suffe1·ed by the Union forces on the first day being
over-estimated, and their success on the second
day insufficiently appreciated, or inadequately
represented, and no apparent advantage being
taken of them, the general effect "\"\'as to add to the
discouragement already prevailing.
Reenforcements continuing to be urgently ca11ed
for, Fort :Monroe, mth its dependencies, reporting
9�77 for duty, was placed under General l\IcClel
lan's orders; .McCall's division, with 2:3 guns, was
detached from l\IcDowell, and arrh-ed by water
9514 strong ou the 12th and 13th of June; while
:McDowell, with the rest of his command, was
ordered to march to join l\IcClellan hy land: this
movement was, ho"l"l'ever, promptly brought to
} Telegram to Stanton, April 7th, 1862.
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naught by Jackson's sucltlen incursion against
Banks in the Shenandoah.
Meanwhile, the fl.ow of telegrams indicated an
ever-increasing tension, the ExecutiYe urging to
action, the General promising to act soon, not
acting, yet criticising and objecting to the Presi
tlent's orders to him aud to others. On the 2i:ith of
}.Jay the President said : '' I think the time is near
"·hen you must either attack Richmontl or girn up
the job ancl come to the defense of \iTashington."
l\lcClellan replied: '' The time is very near ,1·hen I
shall attaek Richmond.'' Then, June 10th, lie says:
'· I shall be in perfect readiness to move forward to
take Richmond the moment that )foCall reaches
here and the ground '\\ill admit the passage of
artillery." Juue 1-!tb: ·• If I cannot control ull
his (:\IcDowell's) troops I "\"\'ant none of them, but
would pr<'fer to fight the battle with what I have,
and let others be responsible for the results." On
the 18th: "After to-morrow we shall fight the rebel
army as soon as Providence will permit. \Ye shall
a'il'ait only a fayorable condition of the earth and.
sky and the completion of some necessary prelimi1rnries." \Yhile appealing to the President when
some of his telegrams to the Secretary remained
for a time unanswered, General )IcClellan allow ell
l\Ir. Stanton's cordial assurances of friendship and.
::mpport to pass unnoticed.
At last, on the 25th, General:i\JcClellan ach·anced
his picket lines on the left to 'il'ithi11 four miles of
Richmond, and was apparently preparing for a fur
ther movement, though none was ordered, and the
next clay, as at :\Ianassas and Yorktown aud Fair
Oaks, bis adversary once more took the initiatiYe
ont of his hands ..Jackson had come from the Valley.
As soon as this was known. on the evening of
the �5th, General 2\IcClellan reported it to l\Ir.
Stanton, alltled that he thought Jackson wonld at
tack his right and rear, that the Confederate force
"l"l'as stated at 200,000, that he regretted his great
inferiority in numbers, but was in no "l"l'ay respon
sible for it, and concluded :
"I will ,lo all tl!at a general can do with the ;,plrn<lid
army I ha,·c the honor to ,0ommantl, and if it is tle
stroyr<l l)y ow•rwllelrniug numbers can at least ,lie witll
it and share its fate. But if the result of tlll' action,
which will probably occur to-morrow, or within it sl!ort
time, is a disaster, the rcspon8ibilit_v cannot be thrown
on my shonltlers; it must rest where it helongs."
The battle of Gaines's l\fill followed, ·where, on
the �7th, one-fifth of the Union forces contended
against the '\\hole Confederate army, save l\Iagru
cler's corps and Huger's division; 'then the retreat,
or "change of base," to the James, cro"l"l'ned IJy the
splendid yet unfruitful -victory of J\Ialvern; then a
month of inaction and discussion at Harrison's
Landing.
At 12: �O A. M., on the 28th of June, General
l\IcCle11an seut a long telegram, of which these
sentences strike the key-note:
"Our men [at Gaines's l\Iill] (li\1 all that men could do
. . . hut tl1cy were o,erwhelrned hy YastJ�- SUJlCrior
numbers. even after I broug-ht my la;;t re8er,cs into
action. . . . I ha,e lost this battle bccauRe my force
is too small. . . . The Go,ernment must not and can\ Telegram to Stanton, May 5th, 1862.
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not hold me responsible for the result. I feel too ear
nestly to-ni�ht. I haYe seen too many dead and wounded
eomrades to feel otherwise than that the Govemmeut
has not snstained thi8 army. . . . If I sa,e this army
now, I tell you plainly that I owe uo thanks to you or
to a11y other perso11s i11 Trashi11yto11. rou hal'e do11e
your best to saerijiec this army.
On reaching the James River, General :McClellan
reported that he h:-ul saved his army, but it was com
pletely exhausted and would require reenforce
ments to the extent of 30,000 men. On the 3d of
July, he wrote more fully from Harrison's Landing,
the� saying that '' reenforcements should be sent
to me rather urncb o,·er, than much less, than
100,000 men." He referred to his memorandum
of the :!0th of August, lSGl. That memorandum
ealletl for :!73,000 men. General Marcy, his
chief-of-staff, Tl'ho bore this dispatch to ·washing
ton, telegraphed hack:
"T ha,e Reen the President and Secretary of Wnr.
10,000 men from Hnntn·, 10,000 from Burnside, aml 11,000
from here have lJePn ordcre,l to reeuforce you as soon aA
possihle. Tlalleek [who had been urigiunll�· �alled on
for 25,000 men which he hall reporte,l he C"onl<l not spare]
has been nrge<l h,· tlle President to send yon at on�e
10,000 men from Corinth. The President and ScC"retary
speak very kindly of you and find no fault."

*

The dispatches of the President nncl Secretary
breathe the same spirit.
"Allow me to rea:-;ou with yon a moment (wrote �Ir.
Liueolu ou the 2d of Jnl�·, adding that he had not fifty
thon�and men who eonlcl be Rent promptly]. Tf, in
yonr freqnent mention of responsibility, yon have the
impression that I hlarne yon for not tloing more than
yon can, please be rclien·,l of sneh impression. I only
heg that in like manner yon will not ask impoRRibilities
of me. If yon think yon nre not strong cnongh to take
Richmond just now, f do not asl, you to try just now.
:"a,,· t!Je army, material arnl personal, and T will
stren�then it for the uffensi\-e again as fast a� I can.
The go,ernors of 18 States offer me a new levy of 300,000,
which T acecpt."
On the 5th, l\Ir. Stanton wrote that he had nomi
nated all the corps commanders for promotion.
'' ThP gallantry of every officer and man in your noble
army shall he suitahly aeknowledged. General J\Iarey
will take yon cllePring newA. Be assured that ;1·on shall
have the support of this Department and the Government
as cordially and faithfully as ever was rendere,lby man to
man, autl if we shonltl e,cr li\·e to see each other face to
face, yon will be Ratisfied that yon have never had from
me au�·thlug but tlw most eoufi<liug integrity."
The next day l\Ir. Stanton followed this by a
personal letter. eonehed iu still "\\'armer terms.
"No man (he wrote] had cn·r a truer frieu,1 than T
have been to ;ron, and shall continue to be. Yon are
seldom absent from my thoughts, and I ::irn rPady to
make an�· sacrific,• to aid �·ou. Time allows me to Ra,·
no more t!Jan that I pray Almighty God to deliver yon
and your army from all perils :rnd lead you on to victory."
General l\kClellan's reply "\\'as long, cold, aml
formal. He re,·iewed their past relations, arnl
alluded to the Seeretar�·'s official eoncluct towanl
him as "marke,1 b:, repeated aets clone in such
manner as to he <leepl:, offensive to my feelings,
and calculated to affect me injuriously in puhlie
estimation."

*

".After commencing the present campaign (he eon
tiunctl], yonr coueurreuce iu the withholding ot a large
portion of my force, so essential to the success of my
plans, led me to IJelieve that yow· mind was warped by a
bitter personal 1,rejudiee against me. Your letter com
pels me to believe that I have been mistaken in rpgard
to your real feelings and opinions, and that your cou
dnet, so nnaeconntable tu m,· own fallible judgment,
mnst have proceeded from vie"·s and motiv�s which I
did not llllclerstand."
The eampaign had failed. The President visited
Harrison's Landing to see for himself what was to
be clone next. Then Gen0ral l\IeClellan banded
him his well-known letter '' upon a civil aucl mili
tary policy eoYering the ,vhole gronnd of our na
tional trouble." He called l\Ir. Stanton's attention
to this letter, in the reply we have just cited, and
told him that for no other policy ·woultl our armies
eontinue to fight. This must have been the last
stra,v.) Ou one point, however, he "\\'as in aecorcl
with the President. He Tl'Otmd up uy reeommend
ing the appointment of a eommancler-in-chief of the
army who should possess the President's eonfidence.
On the 11th General Halleek was appointecl.
On the 2Gth General Halleck arrived at General
:llkClellan's camp. He reports that l\IeClellan
"expressed the opinion that with 30,000 reen
forcements be could attack Riebrnond, Tl'ith 'a good
ehanee of success.' I replied that I was authorized
by the President to prornfoe only 20,000, and that
if he eould not take Riehmoncl Tl'ith that number
we must devise some plan for Tl'ithdrawing his
troops from their present position to some point
where they eoulcl unite Tl'ith those of General Pope
without exposing ·washington. . . . He
the next morning informed me be T\'ould attaek
Richmond with the rei-inforcernents promised. He
would not say that he thought the probabilities
of i-ueceRs "Were in bis favor, hut that there "\\'as ' a
chance,' and he was 'willing to try it.'
"'\1itb regard to the force of the enemy he ex
pressed the opinion that it Tl'as not less thau
200,000."
The orders for the removal followed. "There
was, to my minrl," General Halli>ck sf!ys, "no al
ternatiYe." "I have taken the responsibilit�- of
doing so and am to ri8k my reputation on it."
Upon whatever side. if upon either, of these
many-sided eontroversies, history shall at last acl
jnclge the right to be, upon whatever shoulders and
in ,vhate,er degree the bmden of blame shall finally
rest, eertain it is that no fair account of these
operations ean ever he Tl'ritten Tl'ithout taking note
of these delays, Tl'hereby the iuitiatin ,vas t?·ans
ferrecl to the adversary; of these disasters, these
unproclnetiYe Yietories, this C"easeless flow of tel
egrams, :,;urelrnrged · with the varying words of
eontroversy, criticism, objection, reproaeh; arnl of
the inevitahle effect of all these eauses eombinecl,
in weakening the confidence of the President and
in undermining his authority and influence, Tl'hie h,
however, to the last were exerted to uphold the
general of his first choiee at the head of his great
est army.

Original not italicized. These words are omitted iu the dispatch as priutetl iu the report of the Committee on
) Contirmerl 1,y Clrnse aml WcllPs.- R. n. I.
the Conduct of the War.-R. B. I.

RICHMOND SCENES IN '62.
BY COXSTA....,"C'E CARY IL\.RHISOX.

winter of the war was spent by onr family in Richmond, where
T HEwe first
found lodgings in a dismal rookery familiarly dubbed by its new

occupants "The Castle of Otranto." It was the old-time Clifton Hotel, honey
combed by subterranean passages, and crowded to its limits with refugees like
ourselYes from country homes within or near the enemy's lines-or " 'fngees,"
as ,,e were all called. For want of any common sitting-room, we took pos
session of what had been a doctor's office, a few steps distant down the hilly
street, fitting it np to the best of our ability; and there we n'ceived onr
friends, passing many merry hours. In rainy weather we reached it by au
underground passage-,,·ay from the hotel, an alley through the catacombs;
and wany a dignitary of camp or �tate will recall those " Clifton" e-venings.
Already the pinch of ,,ar was felt in the commissariat; and we had recourse
occasionall�· to a contribution supper, or "Dutch treat," when the guests
brought brandied peaches, boxes of sardines, French prunes, and hags of bis
cuit, "·bile the hosts contributed only a roast turkey or a ham, with knives
and forks. Democratic feasts those were, where major-generals and "high
privates" met on an equal footing. The hospitable old town was crmnled
with the families of officers and
members of the GoYernment. One
house was made to do the work
of seYeral, many of the wealthy
citizens generously giving np their
superfluous space to receiYe the
uew-comers. The only public
eyeut of note was the inaugura
tion uf l\Ir. Da-vis as President
of the "Permanent Government"
of the Confederate States, which
we -viewed by the courtesy of ::\fr.
John R. rehompson, the State Li
brarian, from one of the windows
of the Capitol, where, while wait
inb°· for the exercises to be b0·in, we
read"Harper's ""\Veekly" and other
Northern papers, the latest per
underground express. That 22d
of February was a day of po1U'ing
rain, and the concourse of um
brellas in the square beneath us
had the effect of an i rnmense
mnshroom-becl.
As the bishop and
TIIE OLD CLIFTON HOTEL,
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The armory, ""hiell was completed in

1803. wa,1') garrbont•tl tluring the ,--vnr by a,

,·ornpnuy known as thP State Gunr<l. Tlie
lmilding waA rlestroyNl in the tire that fol
lowed tlte evacuation in .April, 1865.

the president-elect came up
'
on the stand, there was an
almost painful hush in the
crowd. All seemed to feel
the gravity of the trust our
chosen leader ·was assuming.
When he kissed the book a
shout went np; but there was no elation visible as the people slowly dis
persed. And it was thought ominous afterward, ·when the story was repeated,
that, as l\Irs. Davis, who had a Virginia negro for coachman, ·was driven to
the inauguration, she observed the carriage weut at a snail's pace and was
escorted by four negro men in black clothes, ·wearing white cotton ghves and
walking solemnly, two on either side of the equipage; she asked the coach
man what such a spedac-le conld mean, and was answered, ",Vell, nm'am,
you tole me to arrange everything as it should be; aml this is the "'ay "e
do iu Richmon' at funerals and sich-like." l\Irs. Davis promptly ordered the
outwalkers away, and with them departed all the pomp and circumstance the
occasion admitted of. In the mind of a negro, everything of dignified cere
monial is always associated with a fnneral.
About l\Iarch 1st nrnrtial law ,ms proclaimed in Richmond, and a fresh
influx of refugees from Norfolk claimed shelter there. ,Vhen the spring
opened, as the spriug does open in Richmond, with a sudden glory of green
leaves, magnolia blooms, and flowers among the grass, our spii·its rose after
the depression of the latter months. If only to shake off the atmosphere of
doubts and fears engendered by the long winter of disaster and uncertainty,
the coming activity of arms was welcome! Personally speaking, there was
vast improvement in our situation, since we had been fortunate enough to find
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a real home iu a pleasant browu-walled honse on Franklin street, divided from
the pavement by a garden full of bounteous greenery, where it was easy to
forget the discomforts of our previous mode of life. I shall not attempt to
describe the rapidity with which thrilling excitements sncceeclecl each other
in onr experiences in this honse. The gathering of many troops around tho
town filled the streets with a continually moving panorama of war, and wc1
spent our time in greeting, cheering, choking with sudden emotion, and quiv
ering in anticipation of what was yet to follow. "\Ve had now finished other
battle-flags [see" Virginia Scenes in 'Gl," Yol. I., p. lGO], and one of them was
bestowed upon the ""\Vashington Artillery" of New Orleans, a body of admi
rable soldiers who had wakened to enthusiasm the daughters of Virginia in
proportion, I dare say, to the woe they had created among the daughters of
Lonisiana in bidding them good-bye. One morning an orderly arrived to
request that the ladies wonld be ont npon the veranda at a given hour; and,
pnuctnal to the time fixed, the travel-stained battalion filed past om· house.
These were no holiday soldiers. Their gold ,Ya.s tan)ished and their scarlet
faded by sun and wind and gallant service -they "·ere veterans now on their
way to the front, ,Yhere the call of duty nmTer failed to find the flower of
Louisiana. As they cmne in line with us, the officers salntecl with their swords,
the band struck up "My :;\Iaryland," tho tired soldiers sitting npon the
caissons that dragged heavily throngh the muddy street set np a rousing
cheer. And there in the midst of them, taking the April wind ·with daring
color, \\�as our flag, clipping low until it passed us! One must grm\~ olcl and
cold indeed before such things are forg·otten.
A few clays later, on corning out of ehnrch-it is a cnrions fnct that most
of onr exciting news spread over Richmond on Sunday, and just at that hour
-we heard of the crushing blow of the foll of :N cw Orleans and the clestrnc
tion of our iron-elads. l\Iy brother hncl just reported abonrd one of those
splendid 8hips, as yet unfinished. As the news came clirectly from onr kins
man, General Randolph, the Secretary of "\Var, there was no donbting it; and
while the rest of us broke into lamentation, l\fr. Jules cle St. l\Iartin, tho
brothei·-in-law of l\Ir. Judah P. Benjamin, merely shrngged his shoulders,
with a thoroughly characteristic gestnre, making no remark.
"This must affect your interests," some one said to him inquiringly.
"I am rnined, roilc't, tout!" was the rejoinder-and this was soon confirmed.
This debonair little gentleman was one of the greatest favorites of onr war
society in Richmond. His cheerfulness, his wit, his exquisite courtesy, made
him friends everywhere; ancl aJthongh his nicety of dress, after the pattern
of the boulevardicr fini of Paris, was the snhject of mnch wonderment to the
populace when he first appeared upon the streets, it did not prevent him from
joining the volunteers before Richmond when occasion called, and roughing it
in the trenches like a veteran. His cheerful enclnrance of hardship clnring a
freezing winter of camp life became a proverb in the army later in the siege.
For a time nothing was talked of but the capture of New Orleans. Of the
midshipman, my brother, we heard that on the clay previous to the taking of
the forts, after several days' bombardment by the Uuited States fleet nuder
'-
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RICIDIO�I> FRO.\! TIIE �I.\NCIIESTER r'lDE OF THE JAMES.

Flag-Officer Farragut, h0 hatl been sent in charge of ordnnnee and deserters
to a Confederate vessel in the river; that Lic•utenant R--, a friend of his,
on the way to report at Fort Jackson during the hot shelling, had invited the
lad to accompany him by way of a pleasure trip; that "·hile the:v "·ere cross
ing the moat nrouml FOl't Jackson, in a canoe, a,nd under hea-\7 fo·e, a thir
teen-inch mortar-shell had struck tho ,;,ater 11ear, half filling their (•rnft; ancl
that, after watehing the fire from this point for an horn·, C-- had pnllecl
back again nlone, against the l\Iississippi onrrent, under fire for a mile and a
half of the way-passing an astonished alligator who had heen hit on the
head l •y a pieee of shell and was dying nuder protest. rrlms ended a trip
alluded to l>y C-- tw·enty years later as an example of jnvt\nile foolhardiness.
Aboard the steamship Star of tl1c JVi,,st, next clay, he nncl other miclship111011 in charge of gold and silYer eoin from the mint ancl banks of New
Orleans, and millions more of paper money, over which they were ordernd to
keep guard with drawn swords, lml'ried away from the doometl cit)·, ,Yhere
the enemy's anival was momentarily expected, aml whe1·e the burning ships
and steamers and ]Jales of cotton along the levee made a huge crescent of
fire. Keeping just ahead of the enemy's fleet, they reachell Yicksbnrg, and
thence wont overlaml to l\Iobile, where their charge was given up in safety.
And now we come to the 31st of J\Iay, 186:2, when tho eyes of the whole
continent tnrncd to Richmond. On that clay Johnston assanlted the Federals
who had been advanced to Seven Pines [see pp. �03, :2�0]. In face of recent
reverses, wo in Richmond had begun to feel like the prisoner of tho Inquisi
tion in Poe's story, cast into a dungeon of slowly contrading walls. ,Vith the
sonnd of guns, therefore, i11 the clirection of Seven Pines, every heart leaped
as if deliverance ,Yere at hand. And yet there ,,as 110 joy in the wild pulsa
tio11, since those to whom we looked for succor were our own flesh ancl b]oocl,
barring the way to a foe of snperior numbers, almndantly provided, as we

*

*

The same vessel that drew the opening slwts of the war at ChaTleston; seized at New Orleans when
Louisiana seceded; later, sunk by the Coufederates in the Yazoo, near Fort PembeTton.-EDIT0RS.

RICHMOND SCENES IN '62.

443

were uot, with all the equipments of modern warfal'e, and backed by n, mighty
nation as determined as ourselves to win. Hardly a family in the town
whose father, son, or brothel' was not part and parcel of the defending army.
Wheu on the afternoon of the 31st it became kuown that the engagement
had hegnn, the women of Richmond were still going abont their daily voca
tious quietly, giYing 110 sign of the inward angnisb of apprehension. 1I1here
was enough to do now in preparation for the wounded ; yet, as events proved,
all that was clone was not euongh by half. Night brought a lull in the can
nonading. People lay clown dressed npon beds, but not to sleep, while the
weary soldiers slept upon
their arms. Early next
morning the 1,hole town
I
was on the street. Ambu
lances, litters, carts, every
1'
Yehicle that the city could
J"
produce, went and came
! {('
with a ghastly bnrclen ;
I
those who could 1,·alk limped
painfully home, in some
cases so black with gnnpmY
der they passed unrecog
nized. ,Vomen with pnllill
faces flitted bareheaded
throngb the streets search
mg for their dead or
wounded.
The clrnrches
were thl'own open, many
people visiting them for a
sad communiou-serYice or
brief time of prayer; the
lecture - rooms of various
places of worship were
FOOD FOR TTIE CONFEDERATE WOI NDED,
crowded with ladies volnnteering to sew, as fast a. fingers could fly, the rough beds called
for by the surgeons. l\Ien too old or infirm to fight we1it on horseback
or afoot to meet tlrn returning ambulances, and in some cases se1Tecl as
escort to their own dying sons. By afternoon of the clay following the
battle, the streets were one Yast hospital. To find shelter for the sufferers
a number of nnnsed buildings were thrown open. I remember, especially,
the St. Charles Hotel, a gloomy place, 1Yhere two young girls weut to look
for a member of their family, reported wounded. ·,ve had tramped in vain
over pavements burning with the intensity of the sun, from one scene of
horror to another, until our feet and brains alike seemed about to serve us no
further. The cool of those vast dreary rooms of the St. Chm·les was refresh
ing; bnt such a spectacle! Men in every stage of mutilation lying on the
bare boards, with perhaps a haversack or an army blanket beneath their
I
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IX TIIE STRE8TS OF RICIDIOND-WOUNI>ED FHO)l THE Il.\TTLE OF SEYEX PINE:';.

heads,- some dying, all suffering keenly, while waiting their tnrn to be
attended to. To be there empty-handed and impotent nearly broke our
hearts. ,Ve passed from one to the other, making such slight additions to
their comfort ns were possible, ,d1ile looking in every upturned face in dread
to find tho objod, of onr search. This sorrow, I may add, was spared, the
yonth arriYing at home hter with a slight flesh-wound. rrhe condition of
thing-sat this and other improYiSL'd hospitnls was improved next clay by the
offerings from many churches of pew-cnshions, which, sewn together, served
as comfortable beds; and for the remainder of the war their owners thanked
God npon hare benches for eYery "misery missed" that was "mercy gained."
To supply food for the hospitals the contents of larders all over town were
emptied into baskets; while cellars long sealed and cobwebbed, belonging to
the old Virginia. gentry who knew good Port and Madeira, -were opened by
the Itlnu-iel's spear of nniYersal sympathy. rrhere was not much going to bed
that night, either; and I remember spending the greater part of it leaning
from my winclow to seek the cool night air, while wondering as to the fate
of those near to me. There was a. summons to my mother about midnight.
T"-'O soldiers earne to tell her of the wounding of 0110 close of kin; but she
was a.lrea<ly on duty elsewhere, tireless and watchful as e·ver. Up to that
time the ymmger girls had been regarded as snporfluities in hospital service;
but on J\Ionday two of us fonncl a couple of rooms where fifteen wounded men
lay npon pallets aronud the floor, and, on offering onr services to tho surgeons
in charge, were proud to have them accepted and to he installed as responsible
nurses, under direction of an older and more experienced woman. The con
stant activity our work entailed was a relief from the strained excitement of
life after the battle of Sovon Pines. When the first flurry of distress was
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over, the residents of those pretty houses standing back in gardens full of
roses set their cooks to "\York, or, better still, went thernsehTes into the
kitchen, to compound delicious messes for the wounded, after tho appetiz
ing old Virginia recipes. Flitting about the streets in the direction of
the hospitals were smiling, white-jacketed negroes, carrying silver trays
with dishes of fine porcelain under napkins of thick white damask, con
taining soups, creams, jellies, thin biscuit, eggs c'i la creme, boiled chicken,
etc., surmounted by clusters of freshly gathered flowers. A year later we
had canso to pine after these culinary glories when it came to measuring
out, with sinking hearts, the meager
portions of milk and food "\,e
. - - ,�
conld afford to giYe om· charge
�
As an instance, however, _
_ that qnality in food was
�
not always appreciated l�
by the patients, my
mother urged upon
one of her sufferers
(a gaunt and soft
voiced
Carolinian
from the " piney
"\,oocls district " ) a
delicately served tri
fle from some neigh
boring kitchen.
" Jes ez yon say,
old miss," was the
weary ans"er ; " I
ain't a-eontradictin'
yon.Jt mont be good
for me, but my stomvmw oF wAsmxoTox )roxo)1ExT, 1x cAPno1, �QoAnE, n1cm10xu.
ick's kinder sot agin
it. There ain't but one thing I'm sorter yarnin' arter, an' that's a dish o'
greens en bacon fat, with a few molnrses poured onto it."
From our patients, when they could syllable the tale, "\Ye had accounts
of the fury of the fight, "\Yhich were made none the less horrible by such
assistance as imagination could give to the facts. I remember they told ns
of shot thrown from the enemy's batteries, that plowed their way throngh
lines of flesh and blood before exploding in showers of mnsket-balls to do
still further havoc. Before these awfnl missiles, it was said, our men had
fallen in swaths, the living closing over them to press forward in the eharge.
It was at the encl of one of these narrations that a piping voice came from
a pallet in the corner: "They fit right smart, them Yanks did, I tell !JOI! I"
and not to laugh was as much of an effort as it had just been not to cry.
From one scene of death and suffering to another we passef1 during those
days of June. Under a withering beat that made the hours preceding dawn

I
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the only ones of the tweuty-four endurable in poiut of temperature, and a
shower-bath the only form of diversiou we had time or thought to indulge in,
to go ont-of-doors was sometimes worse than 1·ernaiuing iu our wards. But one
night after several of u had been walking about town in a state of panting
exhaustion, pahu-h,af fans in hand, a friend penmaded us to ascend to the small
platform on the summit of the Capitol, in search of fresher air. To reach it
was like going throngh a Yapor-bath, bnt au honr amid the cool breezes abo,Te
the tree-tops of the square was a thing of joy nnspeakable.
Da,v by day we wore called to onr windows by the wailing dirge of a mili
tary haud preceding a soldier's fnueral. One could not nnmber those sat.l
pageauts: the coffin crowned with cap and sword and gloves, the riderless
horse followiug with empty boots fixed in the stirrups of an army saddle;
snch soldiers as conld be spared from the front nrnrchiug after with arms
reversed and crape-eufolded bauners; the passers-by standing with bare, bent
heads. Funerals less honored outwardly were coutiuually occurring. Then
and thereafter the green hillsides of lovely Hollywood were frequently up
turned to find resting-places for the heroic dead. So much taxed for time aud
for attendauts were those who officiated that it was uot unusual to perform
the last rites for the departed at night. A solt > mn scene was that in the July
moonlight, wheu, in the presence of the few who valued him most, we laid to
rest one of my own nearest kinsmen, of ·whom in the old service of the United
States, as in that of the Coufederacy, it was ._aid, "He was a spotless kuight."
Spite of its melancholy uses, there was no more favorite walk in Richmoud
thau Hollywood, a pictm·esquely beautiful spot, where high hills sink into
velvet undulations, profusely shaded with holly, pine, and cedar, as well as
by trees of decidnons foliage. In spriug the bnnks of the stream that runs
through the valley were enameled ,\·ith wild flowers, and the thickets were
full of Ma�·-blossom aud dogwood. �Ionntiug to the summit of the bluff, oue
111<1.y sit nuder the shade of some ample oak, to view the spfres and roofs of
the t0\n1, with the white colonnade of the distant Capitol. Richmond, thus
seen beueath her -verdant foliage "upon hills, gircllell by hills," coufirms what
an old writer felt called to exclaim about it," Verily, this city hath a pleasant
seat." On the right, below this point, flows the rnshiug yellow river, making
ceaseless turmoil around islets of rock whoso rifts are full of birch and wil
low, or leaping impetuously over the bowhlers of gr::mite that strew its bed.
Old-time Richmond folk used to say that the sound of their favorite Jnmos
(or, to be oxatt, "Je0111s ") went with them iuto foreigu couutries, during no
matter how 111anr years of absence, haunting them like a straiu of sweetest
music; uor wonl1l they permit a suggestion of superiority in the fla-vo1· of any
other flnid to that of a draught of its amber waters. So hlent with m)r own
memories of war is the voice of that tireless 1-i-ver, that I seem to hear it yet,
o,Ter the tramp of rnst)T battalions, the short imperious stroke of the alarm
hell, the c-Iash of passing bands, the gallop of eager horsemen, the roar of
battle, the moan of hospitals, the stifled uote of sorrow !
During all this time President Da,is was a familiar and picturesque figm·e
on the streets, walking through the Capitol square from his residence to the ·
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executiYe office in the morning, not to return until late in the afternoon, or
riding jnst before nightfall to visit one or another of the encampments near
the eity. He was tall, erect, slender, and of a dignified and soldierly bearing,
with clear-cut and high-bred features, and of a demeanor of stately courtesy
to all. He was clad always in Confederate gray cloth, and ,vore a soft
felt hat with wide brim. Afoot, his step was brisk aml firm; in the saddle
he rode admirably and with a martial aspect. His early life had been spent
in the :i\Iilitary Academy at West Point and upon the then north-western
frontier in the Black Ha,,·k ,Yar, and he afterward greatly distingnishecl
himself at l\Ionterey and Buena Vista in l\Ie:s:ico; at the time when ,Ye knew
him, everything in his appearance and manner was suggestiYe of such a
training. He was reported to feel quite out of plaee in the office of President,
with executive aucl administratini dnties, in the midst of such a war; Gen
eral Lee always spoke of him as the best of military advisers; his own incli
nation was to be with the anny, and at the first tidings of sound of a gnu,
anywhere within reach of Richmond, he was in the saddle and off for the
spot-to the dismay of his staff-officers, who were expected to act as an
escort on such occasions, and ,Yho never knew at what hour of the night or of
the ne:s:t day they should get back to heel or to a meal. 'rhe stories we ,vere
told of his advenhll'es on such excursions were ruany, and sometimes amus
ing. For instance, when General Lee had crossed the Chickahominy, Presi
dent Davis, with several staff-officers, overtook the column, and, ,Yith the
Secretary of"/ar and a few other non-combatants, forded the riYer just as
the battle at :i\Iechanicsville began. General Lee, snrronndecl by members of
his own staff and other officers, was found a few hundred yards north of the
bridge, in the middle of the broad road, mounted and busily engaged in
directing the attack then abont to be made by a brigade sweeping in line
over the fiehls to the east of the road and toward Ellerson's �Iill, where in a
few minutes a hot engagement commenced. Shot, from the enemy's guns
out of sight, went whizzing overhead in quick succession, striking every
moment nearer the group of horsemen in the road as the gunners improved
their range. General Lee observed the President's approaeh, and was
evidently annoyed at what he considered a foolhardy expedition of needless
exposure of the head of the Government, whose dnties were elsewhere. He
turned his hack for a moment, nntil Colonel Chilton had been dispatched at
a gallop with the last direction to the commander of the attacking brigade;
then, facing the cavalcade and looking like the god of war indignant, he
exchanged with the President a salute, with the most frigid reseiTe of
anything like welcome or cordiality. In an instant, and without allmvance
of opportunity for a ·word from the President, the general, looking not at
him but at the assemblage at large, aske1l in a tone of irritation:
"Who are all this army of people, and what are they doing here 7"
No one moved or spoke, but all eyes were upon the President; everybody
perfectly understood that this was only an order for him to retire to a place
of safety, and the roar of the gnns, the rattling fire of musketry, and the
bustle of a battle in progress, with troops continually arriving across the
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bridge to go into action, went on. The President twisted in his saddle, quite
taken aback at such a greeting-tho general regarding him now with glances
of growing severity. After a painful panse the President said, deprecatingly:
"lt is not my army, General." "It certainly is not 111y army, l\fr. President,"
vrns tho prompt reply, "and this is no place for it "-in an acc:ent of com
mand. Such a rebuff was a stunner to :;\fr. Davis, who, however, soon
rngainod his serenity and answered:
",Vell, General, if I withdraw, perhaps they ,n.11 follow," and, rnising his
hat in another cold salute, he turned his horse's head to ride slowly toward
the brillgo-seeiug, as ho turned, a man killed immediately before him by a
shot from n gun which at that moment got the range of the road. The Presi
dent's own staff-officers followed him, as did various others; but he presently
drew rein in a stream, whore the high bank and the bushes concealed him
from General Lee's repelling observation, and there remained while the battle
raged. The Secretary of ,Var had also made a show of withdrawing, but
improved tho opportunity afforded by rather a deep ditch on the roadside to
attempt to conceal himself and his horse there for a time from General Lee,
who at that moment was more to be drNtdecl than tho enemy's gnus.
,vhen on tho �7th of June the Seven Days' strife began, there was none of
the excitement that had attended tho battle of Seven Pines. People had
shaken themseh·es clown, as it were, to the grim reality of a fight thnt must
l>e fought. "Let tho war bleed, aml lot the mighty fall," was tho spirit of
their cry.
It is not my purpose to deal with the history of those awful Seven Days. Mine
only to speak of the other side of that carn:as in w·hich heroes of two nrmies
were passing and repassing, as on some huge Homeric frieze, in the manCBuvTes
of a strife that hung onr land in mourning. The scars of war are healed when
this is written, and the Ynst "pity of it" fills the heart that wakes the retrospect.
,Yhat I have said of Richmond before these battles will suffice for a picture
of the summer's experience. ,Vhon the tide of battle receded, what
wTecked hopes it left to tell the tale of tho BattlB Summer! Victory ,vas om·s 1
hut iu how many homes was hoard the voice of lamentation to drown the
shouts of triumph! Mnny families, rich and poor alike, were bereaved of
their clearest; and for many of the dead there was mourning by all the town.
No incident of tho war, for instance, made u. deeper impression tltan the fall
in battle of Colonel :i\Iunforcl's beautiful and bravo young son, Ellis, whose
body, laid across his own caisson, was carried that summer to his father's
honse at nightfall, whore the family, unconscious of their loss, were sitting
in eheerful talk around tho portal. Another son of Richmoml, \v-hose death
was keenly felt by everybody, receiYod his mortal ,T"o1md at the front of the
first charge to break tho enemy's line at Gaines's J\Iill. This was Lieutennnt
Colonel Bradfute ,Varwick, a young hero who had won his spurs in serYice
with Garibaldi. Losses like these are irreparable in .any community; nnd so,
with lamentations in nearly every household, while the spirit along the lines
contiuued unabated, it was a chastened "Thank God" that went up among
us when we knew the siege of Richmond was ovor.

THE SECOND BATTLE OF BULL RUN. J
BY JOHN POPE, �I.A.JOR-GE:N'ETIAL, U. S. A.

, -,.
EARLY in June, lSG�, I was in command of the army
.
-:\:�_'::. ;��.
corps known as the "Army of the Mississippi,"
1 vd1ich formed the left wing of the army engaged in
- r;;:,
, ··.
•:· r � ,., ',..:��il�
:>�,ii•i•:,I operat·1011s agmns
. t Corm
. t1 1, J\[.1ss., commmH1ec1 l)Y
-, <.'
General
Halleck.
.A
few
,- _-, ·.
•
_ days aftei· Corinth was en1.c,
\f r\ uated I went to St.
Loms on a short leave of nhrnnce
from
my
command,
and while there I received a tele1 , _ 1-,.,_ _
;_,-r :.J::i:'-. .,,�. �''If gram from :\Ir. Stanton, Secretary of ,Var, request,
B ,.--- ing me to come to ,Vnshington immediately. I at
,-·-*·•�?""
•
� . "::;.�
.-_.,� � - ....c:�
; ,- '..;-?fjii.?t�"�
"-:.r;;.:,,, J onee c01nmun1cat ec1 tl. ie f act to n
uenera1 Ha11ec 1\'. by
.,.,
telegraph, aud rccciYetl a reply from him strongly
objecting to my k aving the army which wa · under
his command. I quite concuned with him both as to his objections to my
going to ,Vashington for puhlie reasons and as to tho mrndvisahility of such
a step on personal considerations. I was olJliged, however, to go, aml I ,Yent
accordingly, hut with great relnetance and against the urgent protests of my
friends in St. Louis, and subseqnently of nrnny friends in the Army of the ,Vost.
,Vheu I reached Washington the President was absent at ,Yest Point, hut
I reported in person to Secretary Stanton. I harl never seen him before, and
his pecnliar appearance and manners made a ,·ivid impression ou me. He
was short and stont. His long beard, "·hich hung over his breast, was
slightly tinged with gray even at that time, and he hacl the appearance of a
man who had lost much sleep and was tired both in bocly and mind. Certainly,
··with his large eye-glasses and rather disheveled appearance, his prnsence was
not jmposing. Although he ,Yas very kind and civil to me, his manner was
abrupt and his speech short and rather dictatorial. He entered at 011ce on
the business in hand, seemingly "·ithout tho least iclea that any one should
object to, or be reludant to agree to, his views and purposes. He was
surprised, and, it seemed to me, not well pleased, that I did not assent to his
plans "·ith effusion; but went on to unfold them in the seeming certainty fl1at
they 11111st be submitted to. He informed me that the purpose was to unite the
armies under 1\foDowell, Fremont, and Banks, all three of whom were my sen
iors in rank, and to place me in general command. These armies were scntterecl
over the northern part of Yirginia, with little or no communication or concert
of action with one another; Fremont and Banks being at 1\Iiddletown, in the
Shenandoah Valley, and l\IcDowell's corps widely separated, King's division
at Frndericksbnrg, and R.icketts's at ancl hoyond 1\Ianassas Junction.
rrhe general purpose at that time was to demonstrate with the n,rmy tmYard
Gorclousville and Charlottesville and d.i-aw off as much as possible of the force
•' •
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)Accompanying General Beauregar(l's paper on the First Battle of Bull Run (Vol. I., pp. l!)G-227)
are maps and many pictures of interest with reference to the second battle.-EDI'l'ORS.
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in front of General l\IcClellan, who then occupied the line of the Chickahomiuy,
and to distract the attention of the enemy in his front so as to reduce as far
as practicable tho resistance opposed to his aclYance on Richmond.
It became apparent to me at once that the duty" to be assigned to me ·was
in the natnre of a forlorn-hope, and my position "'as still further emhanassed
by the fact that I was called from another army and a different field of dnty
to command nu army of ·which the corps commanders were all my seniol's in
rank. I therefore strongly nrget1 that I be not placed in such a position, bnt
be permitted to retnrn to my command in the \Vest, to ,_,,hieh I was greatly
attached nrn1 ,_,-ith which I had been elosely identifie<l in several successful
operations on the 1\Iis. issippi. It was not difficult to forecast the delicate arnl
embarrassing position in which I should ue plnced, nor the almost certai11ly
disagreeable, if not unfortunate, issue of snch organization for snch a pnrpose.
It wonld he teclions to relate the conYersations between the President, the
Secretary of "\Var, and myself on this snbject. Sufficient to say that I wns finally
informed that the public interests required my assignment to this eommanc1,
awl that it was my dnty to snbmit eheerfnllr. An order from the "\Var Depart
ment was ncconlingly issued organizing the Army of Yirginia, to consist of
the army corps of l\lcDowell, Banks, and Fremont, and placing me in command.
One result of this order wns tho very natnral protest of General Fremont
against being }llacec1 nuder the command of l1is jnnior in rank, and his reqne:::;t
to ho relieved from the command of bi.s l'0rps. t
;,t This re(111e:,;t w:,8 eomplio<l with, urnl on the 2Dth of June, lSG'.l, General Fram: Sigel assumed
commuml of the First Corps.-EDITORS.
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It was eqnally
natural that the
subordinate officers
and the enlisted
men of those corps
should have been
ill - pleased at the
seeming affront to
their own officers,
involved in calling
an officer strnnge to
them and to the
---.�,
country iu which
'
............
they ·were operat
5'
ing, and to the chm·
acter of the service YIEW 1:-( CULPEPER l>Ul{l;-(G nm OCCUPATIU:S- DY POPE, FRU)l A PllOTUGIIAPlL
Tile builcli11g with thl' IJall all(l Yant' is tlw Cuurt House, in wllidl
in which they wern
Cunfellerato prisouers were coufin<>cL
engaged, to super
sede well-known and trusted officers who had been ,Yith them from the
beginning, and whose reputation was so c1osely identified ,nth their own.
How far this feeling prevailed among them, and how it influenced their
actions, if it did so at all, I am not able to tell; but it is only proper for me
to say (and it is a pleasnre as well as a duty to sa)· it) that Generals ::.\fr Dowell
and Banks ne,·er exhibited to me the slightest feeling 011 the subject either
in their conversation or nets. Indeed, I think it would he hard to find officers
more foithfnl to their duty or more <..leeply interested in the success of the
army. To General McDowell especiall )' is clue my gratitude for his zeal and
fidelity in what was and onght to have heen considered a common cnnse,
the nccess of the Union Army.
Knm,�ing very well the difficulties and embarrassments certain to arise
from all these sourceB, and the almost hopeless character of the sen·icA
demanded of me, I, neYerthC'less, felt obligetl, in defereneo to the wish of the
President and Secretary of '\Var, to submit; but I entered on this command
with great reluctance and serious forebodings.
On the �7th of June, nccordingly, I nssnmed command of the Army of Vir
ginia, which consisted of the three corps aboYe named, ,d1ich nmnbered as
follows: Fremont's corps, 11,500; Banks's corp ..., 8000, and ::.\fr Dowell'.� corps,
18,500,-in nll, 38,000 men. ;t. 'rhe cavnlr�· m1mbered about 5000, but most of it
was badly organized and armed, ancl in poor condition for service. 'l1hese
forces were scattered over a ,Yi.de district of country, not ,rithin supporting

,
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-;t On the '.J7th of June, according tot.he "Official
Records," the strength of the Arm)' of Yirginia
appears to haYe been alJOut as follows: Headquarters, 200; Sigel's corps (Fremont's), 13,200;
r
Banks's, 12,100; l\IcDowel s, 10,300; cavalry,
5800. Total of the three army corps, 44,G00, or
6600 more than General Pope's estimate: Aggregate, 50,G00, or 7600 more than General Pope's

estimate. Ou the 31st of July the consolidated
report showed 4G,S5S ,. effectives,'' An error in
the report of Banks's corps reduced this aggregate
to 40,358. After the uattle of Cedar :\Iouutain,
and when he had been reenforced by Reno (7000),
Pope estimated his force at barely 40,000, With
this force were 23 field-batteries numbering about
150 guns,-EDIT0RS.
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distance of one another, and some of the brigades and divisions were badly
organized and in a mol'e or less clemoraliied condition. This was especially
the case in the army corps of General Fremont, as shown in the report of
General Sigel ·which was sent me when he had assumed commallCl of it.
l\Iy first object ·was, therefore, to bring the three corps of the army
together, or near enough together to be within supporting distance of one
another, and to pnt them in as efficient a condition for actiYe service as
was possible "·ith the time and means at my disposal. "\"\Then I nssnmecl this
command, the troops nuder General Stone"·all Jackson had retired from the
valley of the Shenandoah to Richmond, so there was not at that time any
force of the enemy of any consequence within se,veral clays' march of my
command. I accordingly sent orders to General Sigel to move forward, cross
the Shenandoah at Front Royal, and, pursning the west side of the Blne
Ridge to Lnrny, and then crossing it at Thornton's Gap, take post at Sperry
ville. At the same time I directed General Banks to cross the Shenandoah at
Front Royal and proceed by way of Chester Gap to Little V\Tashington. Rick
etts's di\·ision of l\IcDo·well's corps, then at and beyond Manassas Jnnction, was
ordered to lllove forward to \\raterloo Bridge, where the turnpike from ,Var
renton to SpeiTrYi.lle c·rosses the Rappaham1oek, there known as Heclgman's
River. In deference to the 'iYishes of tho Government, and much against
my opinion, King's division of the same corps w·as kept at Fredericksburg.
The ·wide separation of this division from the main body of the army not
only depri\·ed me of its use when, as became plain afterward, it was much
needed, but left ns exposrcl to the l'Onstnnt clanger that the enemy might
interpose lJetwecn ns.
The partial concentration of the corps so near to the Blue Ridge and ·with
open commnnieation with the Shenandoah Valley seemed to me be -t to fnl
fi ll the object of covering that valley from au�· nio-vements from the direction
of Richmond 'iYith any force less than the army under my command. The
position was one also ·which gaye most favorable facilities for the intended
operations to"·nrcl GordonsYille and Charlottesville.
At the elate of my orders for this concentration of the army nuder my com
mand,! tho Army of the Potomac nuclei· General l\IcClellan occupied both
banks of the Chic-Jrnhominy, and it was hoped that his advance against
Richmond, so long delayed, might be facilitated by vigorous use of tho Army
of Virginia.
Dming the preparation for the mareh of the corps of Banks and Sigel
toward SperryYillo and Little "'\Vashington, began the series of battles which
preceded and attended the retreat of General l\kClellan from the Chicka
hominy toward Hal'l'ison's Landing.
"'\Vhen first General ::.\[cClellan began to intimate by his dispatches that he
designed making this retreat toward the James Ri,·er, I suggested to the
President the impolicy of snch a moYement, and the serions conseqnences
! The President's order constituting the Army of
Virgi11ia is dated June :?Gth. On that day the
second of the Seven Days' battles referred to in
the next paragraph began with Lee's attack on

McClellan's right near l\[echanicsvillf'. General
Pope took command on the �,th; on that day was
fought the battle of Gaines's JI.Iii!, and the march
to tho James began that night.-EDIT0RS.
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that would be likely to result from it; I urged npon him that he send orders
to General l\IcClellan, if he were unable to maintain his position on the Chick
ahominy, and ,vere pushed by snperior forces of the enemy, to mass his whole
force on the north side of that stream, eYen at the risk of losing some of his
material of ,var, and emlcavor to retire in the direction of Hanover Conrt
Honse, but in no event to retreat farther south than the ,Vhite Honse on the
Pamunkey River. I told the President that by the movement to the James
River the -whole army of the enemy would be interposed hehrnen General l\Ic
Clellan and myself, and that they wonld then be able to strike in either direc
tion as might seem most advantageous to them; that this movement would
leave entirely unprotected, except so far as the small force nuder my command
could protect it, the whole region in front of Washington, and that it would
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therefore be impossible to send him any of my t roops without put t ing i t i n the
power of the enemy to exchange Richmond for ,Vashington ; that to them the
loss of Riehmoml wonlcl be comparatively a small loss, while to us the loss of
,Vashiugtou ,Yonhl he almost a fatal blow. I was so impressed with these
opin ions that I several times urged them npon tho attention of the President
a nd the Secretary of ,Var.
'l1 he soundness of these views can be easily to. ted l>y snbsequent faets. The
enemy adually did d10ose bet,,·een tho da nger of losing Richmond an 1 t he
ehancc of c:.;aptnrinp; ,Vashington. � StonewaJ l Jackson's corp was detached
from Lee's army c:.; onfronting l\foClellan at Hanison's Landing early in July,
and on the 19th of that month was coneentrated at Gonlonsville in my front ;
while Stuart's cavalry tliY ision, detached from Lee's army about th e same
time, was at or near Froclerieksbnrg watching om· movements from that cl iree
tion. On the 13th of Angust Longstreet's whole corps was dispat, ·hecl to join
Jackson at GorclonsYille, to which place he h ad fallen back from Cedar l\I onn
tnin, and the hea(l of Long, treet's corps had joi ned Jackson at that plaee on
A ngnst 15th. These fon: were commanclec l by Lee in person, who was at
Gonlo nsville on that da y. 'f he first t roops of t he Army of the Potomac which
left Harrison's Landing moved out from that plaee on Angust 14th,\ nt which
date there was nothing of Lee's a1111y, except D. II. Hill's corps, left in front
} Gent?ml Lee says i n his rC'port dated April
l Sth, 1 S G : -; :
" To meet Urn allvanen of t h,• latt,,r [ Po]le] . . . Gen
c•ral Jaeksou, with hiH own a111l -E well',; tlivisious, was
or,krecl to Jll'llceetl t.ow::inl G nrclouHY ille ou July 13th.
Upon reaching tliat viciuity lw ::iR,·ertainecl that the
forec mHkr G,·uernl Pope wa:; 1<11perior to bis own, hut
tl1e unecrtaiuty that tlw11 Hm·1·01 111dC'<l t he desig-us of .
)IcClellan remlere,1 it i11cxp,'11ieut t u ret.'uforre him
fro111 the :1 rmy at 1:ieh1u1111tl. . . . Assistauef' was
promised shonhl t lic progreRH of C: t> nPral Pope put it i n
our power to ,st rike an efft·l'l nal blow \Yit,hout withclraw
in:; the troopR too lon!?,' from the 1lcknsc of the eapital.
The anuy at \YestoH'l' [H:t 1'l'iM111'� L,1 11ding], ,·outinning
to ma11ifc�t 110 iutpu tion of r,·�11 111in(l' acHYe operatious,
and neueral Pope'H a,l\·ance llaYi 11g- reaclle,l the Ra]li
ll:1 11, u euPral .\. I'. Hill, with hiA <liYi:<io11, was onlcred
on Jnlr 27th to join ncw·rnl J:iclrnon. At, the same tim,-,
iu ,rnkr to kcn[I :lfrClPllan �tn tion:n_y . or. i f possjhle, to
canse him t,o \Yitli,lmw, Cl cnrral D. ll. Hill, eornman,1iug Hout!J of Jmncs Rivc•J\ was <lircctetl to thrcnteu his
t'OIUU.lllllicatiorn;. .,
Ancl in his report, ,lat e,1 .Jnne Stl1, 1 8 G 3 :
" Tllo ,·ictory :it c.. clnr Ruu [ 11!-(n�t !lth] ctfect nally
<'lieckerl the p1·01;r<'�P, nf t ht' eur111�- fur tJ,e time. but it
H I H I J I bt•C:JJUC fl)l]l'1r<"llt that hiR :l l'\11,V' W:l R hcing- l:l!'g'(']_r
i nercasetl. Tl,c corpH of 111:ljor-Gencr:il Bnrcsicle from
Xorth Carulin:i, whicl1 h:1cl rr:whe,l FrederiPkRlmrg
f All, !!; USt 4th :i nd 5th), waH l'C]lOl't1•1l t o ]1ay(' 1111n·e1l np t llf'
l :appaha11nnel, n frw <l:i�-,.. n f( ,'I' 1' 11r h:it tlP. to unite \Y1tl1
C : c11eral Pope, :m,l a ]lart of ncncm l :lf<'Cl<'llau's nrnn
wns bclil'Y<'cl to hnYc left \\'cRton,r fo1· t h e Rnmc Jlllrpo��
l t t herefor<' �ccmc,l t hnt :1e1 i n' oJ"'rnt ious on the JameR
Wl'1'" no longer ,·ontPmplat c,l . mul t l1at t he rnost efleetnal
way t o rclie,·c Richmn111l from an,· clang-Pr of nttaP.k
frorn t hat qnarter wonl<l be t o rr·i:nforcc General Jack·
EDITORS.
�nu au,! llll nmee upon C:cnora: Popt•.''
'\ On the :wth of Jnly General Halleck ordered
Genel'al l\f rC!ella11 to send away his sick as rapidly
as pos ible. 011 the 3d of A ngnst General Halleck
t elegraphed : " It is determined to withdraw your

army from t lie Peninsula to Aquia Creek. You
will take imm ediate measures to effect t l1is. . . .
Yonr m aterial aud transportation shoultl be re
moved first.." General l\IcClellan protested agai11st
the movemt'nt, as tlid' General s Dix, Bnr11side, nud
Sumue.r. General Halleck replied to G eueral l\Ic
Clella11 tli::i.t he saw no alternative. " There is
no cha11ge of pla 11,-,.'' " I . . . l1a.ve taken the
re.spousi hility . . . and am to risk my reputa.
t io u 011 i t . "
The movement of t h e si�k began a t once.
Bet ween I he 1 st of August, ,rhe. 11 the ortle.r was
receiYetl, aml t he 1 Gth, IThen the evacuat ion of
Harrison's Lauding was com]Jiet ed, 1 4, 1 GD \,ere
sent nway, 111:111y of them necessarily t o t h e North.
The first t l'Oops n rrivcd at Aq11ia withiu seveu
tlays, antl the l ast of the i nfantry w i t h i n �(i tlays,
after the rceeipt of the order.
('l'he original movement of the Army of t he Po
tomn.e, from Alexa. ndrfa. to Fort l\ Io 11 roe, l1a.1l taken
3 7 days, n ml l\Ir. Tucker, who had s n peri n t emled
its t r:wsport, i-ai,l of it : " I confidently submit
t hat for economy and celeri t y t his expedition
is without a pnra llel on reeonl.")
In t he terms of Genera.I Hallee k's order o[ Au
gust :1,1, there were to be trani-port ed first the
1 4 , 1 :i 0 siek ; next all the material of t he army,
an, { the transportation, embracin°· 31 0 0 ,Yagons,
3 3 0 n.mbnlances, 1 3,000 horses anol mnles ; t.hen
8 9 , 4 0 7 offieers and men, 3 f\O gnns, and 1 3,000
art illery and eavalry horses, toget her with the b:ig
gage and stores iu use ; hut in order to has t en the
movement tli is routine was not rigidly observed,
am] tho movement of Peek's division (ordered to
m ove la;;t ) of 7 5 8 1 men and 1 0 guus was counter
mant.!ed by General Halleck.- EDrrons.
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of J\lcClellan or near
to him. Hill's corps
could haYe opposed
but little effectfre
resistauce to tho ad
Yance of the Army
of the Potomac upon
Richmond.
It seems clear, then,
that the views ex
pressed to the Presi
dent and Secretary
of ,Yar, as heretofore
set forth, ,vere sound, uETREAT uF THE uxro�; Tnoop� .\cn11ss TIIE 1uPP.\11AxxocK AT 1uPl'AUANxocK sTATrox. .\FTEi: .\ sKETc11 )!ADE AT THE TrnE.
and that the enemy
had left J\IcClollan to work his will on Richmond, while they pushed forward
against the small army under my command and to the eaptnre of ,Vashing
ton. This moYement of Lee was, in my opinion, in accordance with true
military prineiple, and was the natural result of J\IcClellan's retreat to Har
rison's Landing, which completely separated the Army of the Potomae from
the Army of Virginia and left the entire force of the enemy interposed
between them.
The retreat of General iicClellan to Hanison's Landing was, howeYor, eon
tinned to the encl. During these six days of anxiety and apprehension :\Ir.
Lincoln spent much of his time in the office of the Secretary of ,Var, most of
that time reclini11g on a sofa or lounge. 'rhe Secretary of ,Yar was alwa,ys
with him, and from time to time his Cabinet officers came in. J\Ir. Lincoln
himself appeared much depressed and wearied, though oceasionally, while wait
ing for telegrams, he would break into some humorous romark, which seemed
rather a protest against his despondent manner than any genuine expression
of enjoynient. He spoke no nnkind ,vord of any one> , ancl appeared to be
anxious himself to hear all the hnrden of the situation; and when tho final
resnlt was reported he rose with a �orrowfnl faee aud left the ,,Tar Department.
A clay or two after Genernl l\lcClellnn reached the Jarnes River I was
called before the President aud his Cabi11et to consult upon means and move
ments to relieve him. I <.lo not know that it "·01111.l be proper eYen at this clay
for me to state 1Vhat occunec1 or what was said during this consnltation,
except so for as I "\\·as myself directly concerm1d. General l\fcClellan was
calling for reenforcements, and statiug that "much over rather than nuder
one hundred thousand men " were necessary before he conld resnme opera
tions against Richmond. I had not under my command one-half that force.
I stated to the President and Cabinet that I stood ready to undertake any
movement, however hazardous, to relieve tlrn Army of tho Potomac. Some
suggestions which seemed to me impracticable were made, and mnch was said
which under the circumstances will not hear repetition.
I stated that only on one condition would I be willing to involve the army

THE SECOND BATTLE OF BULL RUN.

THE BATTLE OF l'EllAR )l()t;X'J'AI:-. - YIEW FRO)! TIIE U;>;IuX LJ:,E�. FRO)! A SKETCH �!Al>E AT TIIE TDIE.
'l'l!e pic't.nre �hows tho artillery rlnel aml rleployrneut. of troop� uf'fore the urnin attack towarrl
tl!e right, in the mi,ldle di,mmec.

under my rommmH1 in direct operntions against the enemr to relieYe the
Army of the Potomac. That condition w·ns, that snch peremptory orders be
giYen to General l\kClellan, and in addition such measnres taken in aclnmce
as would render it certain that he won1d make a vigorous attack on the enemy
·with his whole force the moment he heard that I was engaged.
In face of the extraordinnry difficulties which existed and the terrible
responsibility about to be thrown on me, I considered it my duty to stnte
plainly to the President that I could not risk the destruction of my nrmy in
surh a moYement as was suggested if it were left to the discretion of General
:i\rcCil:'llnn or any one else to 1'ithhold the vigorous use of his whole force
-n·ben my a.Unck wns made.
The whole plan of cmnpaign for the army under my command 1'as neces
sarily changed by the movement of the Army of the Potomac to Hanison's
Landing. A day or two after Genentl :McClellan had reached his position on
Jmnes RiYer I addressed him a letter stating to him my position, the disposi
tion of the troops under my command, and what was required of them, and
requesting him in all good faith and earnestness to write me freely and fully
his views, and to suggest to me any measures which he thought desirable to
enable me to cooperate with him, and offering to render any assistance in my
power to the operations of the army under his command. I stated to him
that I was Ycry anxious to assist him in his operations, and that I would
undertake any labor or nm any risk for that purpose. I therefore requested
him to feel no hesitation in comnrnnicating freely with me, as he might rest
assured that any suggestions he made would meet all respect and considera
tion from nw, and that, so fnr as was ·within my power, I would carry out his
wishes ,,T ith all ene1·gy and all the means at my command. In reply to this
communication I rcceiYed a letter from General l\IcClellau very general in its
terms and proposing nothing toward the accomplishment of the purpose I
suggested to him.
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It became very apparent, therefore, considering the situation in which the
Army of the Potomac and the Army of Virginia were placed in relation to
each other and the absolute necessity of harmonious and prompt cooperation
between them, that some military
superior both of General l\foClellan
and myself should be placed in gen
eral command of all the operations
in Virginia, with power to enforce
joint action between the two armies
within that field of operations. Gen
eral Halleck was accordingly called
to ,Yashiugton and assigned to the
command-in-chief of the army,*
though l\Ir. Stanton was opposed
to it and used some pretty strong
language to me concerning General
Halleck and my action in the mat
ter. They, however, established
friendly relations soon after Gen
eral Halleck assumed command.
The reasons which induced me,
in the first instance, to ask to be BRIGADIER-GENERAL CHARLES S. Wl:SDER, C, S. A,, JULLED
AT CEDAR :1100:-.TAlN.
FRO)I A PllOTOGR,IPll.
relieved from the command of the
Army of Virginia, as heretofore set forth, wero greatly intensified by the
retreat of General J\IcClellan to James River and the hitter feelings and
controversies which it occasioned, and I again requested the President to
relieve me from the command and permit me to return to the ,Vest. The
utter impossibility of sending General l\IcClellan anything like the reen
forcements he asked for, the extreme clanger to ,Washington involvetl in
sending him even a fraction of the small force under my comrµand, and the
glaring necessity of concentrating these two armies in some judicious man
ner n nd as rapidly as possible, resulted in a determination to withdraw the
Army of the Potomac from the James River and unite it with the Army of
Virginia. The question of the command of these armies when united was
never discussed in my presence, if at all, and I left Washington with the
natural impression that when this junction was accomplished General Halleck
woul<l himself assume the command in the field. Under the changed condition
of things brought about by General l\foClellan's retreat to James RiYer, nnd

*

The first step toward calling General Halleck
to \Vashington appears in the President's tele
gram of July 2d asking if he could not come
"for a flying visit." On the Gth, Governor Spragne
was sent to him at Corinth, on a confidential mis
sion, arriving there on the 10th. l\Ieanwhile the
President had visited Ge1rnral l\IcClellan and re
ceived from his hands the Harrison's Bar letter.
Ou the 11th, Genera 1 Halleck was appointed Gen
eral-in-chief. 1\Ir. Chase says in his diary (see
'' Life and Public Services of S. P. Chase,'' by
VOL. IJ.

30

J. \V. Schuckers, p. -1-17) that he and JI.Ir. Stauton
" proposed to the President to send Pope to the
James and give [Ormsby 1\I.J 1\Iitchel the command
of the front of Washington. . . . 'l'lH' President
was not prepared for anything so decisiYe, aml sent
for Halleck aud made him Commander-in-chief.''
Secretary Welles says(" Lincoln and Seward," p.
191): "Pope also . . . uniting with Stanton
and General Scott in advising that McClellan should
be 1,uperseded aml Halleck placed in charge of
military affairs at Washington."- EDITORS.

THE SECOND BATTLE OF BULL RUN.

the purpose to withdravl' his army and nnite it with that under my command,
the campaign of the Army of Yirginia was limited to the following objects:
1. To cover the approaches to -nrashington from any enemy advancing from
the direction of Richmond, and to oppose and delay its advance to the last
e·xtremity, so as to give all the time possible for the withdrawal of the Army
of the Potomac from the James RiYer.
:2. If no heaYy forces of the enemy moYecl north, to operate on theiT lines
of communication with Gordonsville and Charlottesville, so as to force Lee to
make heavy detachments from his force at Richmond and facilitate to that
extent the withdrawal of tho Army of the Potomac.
Halleck was of the opinion that the junction of the two armies conlcl be
made on the line of the Rappahannock, and my orders to hold fast to my com
nmnications with Fredericksburg, tluongh ,Yhich place McClellan's army was
to make its jnnc-tion with the Army of Virginia, were repeated positively.
The decision of the enemy to move north with the bulk of his army was
promptly made and Yigoronsly carried ont, so that it became apparent, even
before General �IcClellan began to embark his army, that the line of the Rap
pahannock was too far to the front. That fact, however, was not realized by
Halleck until too late for any change which could be effectively executed.
Such was the organization of the Army of Virginia, and such its objects
and the difficulties with which it was embarrassed from the very beginning.
This rather long prefa,·e appears to me to he essential to any sufficient under
fstanding of the second battle of Bull Hun, and why and how it ,,as fought.
It is also necessary
as a reply to a
statement indns
.· '
triously circulated
at the time and
repeated again and
again for obvious
pnrposes, nntil no
doubt it is gener
ally believet1, that
I had set ont to
capture Richmond
with a force suffi
cient for the pur
pose, and that the
falling back from
the Rapidan was
unexpected by the
GoYernment, and
a great disappoint
HOUSE ON THE BATTLE-FIELI> OF CED.II{ �IOUNTAIX WHERE GENERAL
C. S. WINDEil DIED. FRO)! _\ l'llOTOGltAPII.
ment to it. The
General Wimler, who was in eomlllall!l of Stonewall ,Taekson's old dh·ision, was
whole campmgn
strnek hy a shell while directing tl!e lllOYClllents of the JJatterie,i
was, and perhaps
of his division.- EDITORS.
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Bm1ks'R li11e was formed iu t\J(•
,·alle.1· of Ce<lm· Run, nnd 0YCI'
lnppccl tllc Confederate left. l'lenry
nu,l Prince, nil vaucing, cuconn
� � <"", ��
s,
S:
-.c
o ...
,;
terecl Early and Taliafcno 011 tile
broad eultiYatcd platenn south of
the Culpeper road, while Crnw
ford closed in from the north on
the enemy's left. The nclvnntnge
"'"' ...
was with Banks. At 6 o'doek the
•;, ,:, ·=� .?'1
battle wa� at its height; G:unctt
<;,
�
struck the tlnnk of Cr:n,for,l, nnd
,,
tile fresh brigades of Hill'� <liYis
'
iou \\"ere led against Prince and
;,
·,
:0
Geary.
The 1,xtrnnc right of
-:z:
____,--1
--0,
Bank:,;'s line, the brigade of Gcu
ernl G. H. Gordon (Williarns's clh-is
·_··_ .�
(,,,'3-.
iou), now charged up to the 1Joiut
� �� </ ·
wllere Crawford had gone in, nnd
G-l'nt·ral G. B. Greene's hria:n<lc
(Angur's di,foiou) mo1-ed to- tl!e
,.""
�
al<l of Prince :ind Geary. l\Ienn
:1,', "1',l,,,'!f
,Jr,,,,,,,
C',s, ;;,/,Ji.!�� <
\\'l1ile, Bnnks's artillery 1lllving
been forced hnck bj' the guns ou
tlw monlltain-Rides, Ewen threw
forwa]'(l his hrigaclei, 011 the right,
Thomns (Ilill's <liYiRiou) emnc l'or
war,J into the gap hetween Early
null Form,, anol the battle wns ,lc
ei<le<l hy therepnlRe everywhere of
Bnuks's troops. Tile last charge
wnR urndc by BnJ·ard's cnvalry on
the extreme Union rig-lit. The nd
;-_ �-:;-;
rnurn of Brane\J brought fresh
""'"'
\.. ';:\"i..\..\J c:'i"t
11mRketA ngninst BflFll'<l, :mcl
·
...
''
CEDAR MOUNTAIN
tile sneees�es of Jnekson all nlou,g
EXPLANATl
Jl.\l\:>.�,� \'c:,�'7_,
g0":,ff0£/r,1T£
the line cloRe,l the tlay. After
UNION
SCALEOF0NcM1LE
(lark Bnnks withdr('W to llis first
FirstPosztion
-e- Position ofAttack -e-po�itiou north of Cedar Creek and
¼
Yz
-¼
·7
wnR t!Jerc met. by Ricketts's (li,iRion rmcl hy Gencrnl I'opc in 1wrso11.
The journal of GenPrnl L. O'B. Brnneh, written A11gust
NOTE ON TIIE BATTLE OF CEDAR l\Iou�TAl:s': On the
13th of ,July, the regular eomm:md of JnckRon, eonsist 13th, enntnius thP fnll0\,i11g d<'Sf'riptinn of the hnltlc:
ing of the divisions of Ewell mid Winder, mnrehcd from "G(•ueral Jnckson cnrne to me and told rue I.tis ldt wn;;
l\Tcchnnks,;nc, on the Chicknhominy, under onlera to henten nlHl broken, mid the enemy wns tnr11ing hilll an,!
dispute t.bc n<1,·a.11cc of Pope's nrruy 1,outh of the, Rnpi he wished 11H· to ndvancc. I wns alrendy i11 line of
tlnn. Tile columu rcache,l Gor,louRvillc on the 19th, nrnl hattle n11d iu�t:intly g-a,c tile or,lcr, 'Fon,nnl, 111nrc\J.'
.fackson, on learning thnt Pope's forces ontnumbcrf'<l I bad not gone 100 yanlH thro11g\J the woods before we
his own, reiuainf'd iuactivc until rPeuforcecl cnrly i11 met thccelehrated St.ou<'wnll Brigade, utterlyro11ted nrnl
Anguat by t.lJC <livi�ion of A, I'. Hill. Pope waa now on flf'eiug :is fast ns they eonl<l nm. After procce<ling a
the Upper Rnppalrnnnoek, with the corp� of I;anks arnl Rhort dist,ancc farthl'r we met the enemy pnrRuing. l\Iy
Rigel, the former nt Culpeper, tl1e latter nt Sperryville. hrignde opened npon tl1Prn nncl quickly <lroYe lh<' enemy
The outposts of infantry and enYnlrv nuder GcueralH haek from the wo,uls into a lnl'ge fiel<l. Follo'll·ing up
S. W. Crawl'ord nud Ge�r,ge D. Bnya{·,l were nloug tile to tile edge of the fieltl, l <'nmc in view of large hrnlieA
ltapidan, co\'eriug tile approncllf'S to Culpeper au(l of the enemy, nrnl having n yery fine p0Ritio11, l O))f'Ue(l
The eneruy's ean1lry
SperryYille [Rec map. p. 450]. On the 8th Da,nu,l'H npon them with grent. dl'eet.
piclrets disco\'ered tile enemy crosRing n.t. Dnrnett .'H For,l attemptetl to charge ns i II two !'olnmns, hut the 1irp. Roon
in lnrgc force, nrnl rctirc(l aloug tlleOmnge Court Honse Jm,ke them nnd Rent tlwm fleeing nc1·osR the lield in
cnl'y direction. The iufnntl'y then retrented also.
road t.ownr<l Cnlpepe,·.
,Jackson's object was to ,;trike Bnnks at Culp<'Jlf'l' A,lnnf'ing i11to the tield, I halted uenr the middle of it,
hcfore the latter could he rci_'nforced. On Jnclrnon'>< in doubt 'll�hicb <lil·cetio11 to takf'. Just at t.hat moment
a11proncl1, Pope ordered BnnkR's corps forwnrd t.o Cednr G<•ncrnl JnckHon came ri<ling- np from my renr nlone. I
l\Iounta
. in, about eight miles hcyornl Cnlpcper, where it reported my hri,gnd<' as being 8olill, mul nskc1l for orders.
nrrivc(l in dctn
. c\Jmcnts, heiug in hand lJ�- noon of the l\Iyrnen rccoguized him and rnrncd n. tcrl'ific sbont ns he
!lth, iu two clivi�ious, nnrnherin,g nhont 8000 meu, under ro,lc nlong t.h·e line with his lmt oil'. He C\'i<leut.Jy kucw
Genernls C. C. Au,gur arnl A. S. William�. Geucrnl J. B, 110w to apprPeinte a brign,lC' thnt had goue thl' ough a bot
Hicket.ts's di,isio11, of l\IcDowcll's corps, was eomingnp lmttlc nnd was then following the retreating euemy
ns snpport. The f'onfedcrat.c <liYisions of Generals C. 1nthout haviug lJrokeu itR liuc of hattle. nml rcmaiue(l
S. Will(ler rmd TI. S. Ewell were now clispose(l along wit\J rnc . . . nntil the purRnit eensed."
Genernl 8. W. Crnwford ,giYes thi� nc<'onul of the flrrnk
the 11orthern hasc of the monntain, the bri,gndes of
General I. R. Trimble, Colonel B. Forno, r111d General m0Yeme11t nttempt.c<l l)y his l1rign,lf'.: "Onward I hes"
J. A. EnrlJ-, of Ewell's di\·ision, on tlle rigllt, with tho�c regimentR ehnrg-Nl, <lriving t.11e enemy's iuf:mlry bael,
of General W. B. Ta.linferro and Lientenant-Colonel T. S. through the woo<l bcyornl. . . . Bnt. (bf'. reRCl'\'eB of
Gnrnett, of Winder's dfrision, on the left., and Winner•� the euc-rny were at once hrought np nncl thrO'll"ll 11po11
"Slouewall" bri!rnde, mHler Colonel C. A. Ronald, in tile brokeu rnukR. The ficl<l-otticers 1rnd n11 hecn Jdllcd,
reserve. The brigades of Genera.ls L. O'B. Branch. wonuded, or t.akeu prisoners; the su11port I Jool,ed for
J. L. Archer, nrnl E. C. Thomas, of A. I'. Hill's divisiou, did not nrrive, nud my gnllnnt. men, hroken, deC'imntcd
were within eall, tile entire eommand under Jnekson liy tlrnt fearfnl fire, that uueqnnl contest, fell baek ngniu
on tho field, numbering nt least 20,000, The Coufederatea aerosR the spnee, leaviug most of (h
. eiruumher npon the
opened the lla.ttie, Aendingforwnrd Enrly and Talinferro field." Crawford's brignde lost 494 killed or wounded,
at 3 o'cloclr, but moving with caution. [Sec p. 4!l6.]
nod 373 missing, out of a total of 1767 eugaged.-EDITORS.
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THE SECOND BATTLE OF BULL RUN.

CHARGE OF Ul,ION CAYALRY UPON TIIE CONFEDERATE ADVANCE NEAR BRANDY STATION, AUGUST 20, 18G2.
FRO�! A SKETCH �!ADE AT TIIE TDIE.

is yet, misunderstood because of the false impressions created by this
statement.
Under the orders heretofore refened to, the concentration of the three
eorps of the Anny of Virginia (except King's division of l\IcDowell's corps)
·was completed, Sigel's corps being at Spenyville, Banks's at Little ,Vashing
ton, and Ricketts's division of l\IcDowell's corps at ,Vaterloo Bridge. I
nssmned the command in person Jnly 29th, 186:2.
As this paper is mainly concerned ·with the second battle of Bull Run, I
shall not recount any of the military operations beyond the Rappahannock,
uor gi,,e any ncconnt of tho battle of Cellar l\Ionntain [sec p. 459] and the
skirmishes "\Yhich followed.
It is only necessary to say that the course of those operations made it plain
enough that the Rappahannock was too far to the front, and that the move
ments of Lee wPre too rapid and those of l\IcClellan too slow to make it
possible, mth the smnll force I had, to hold that line, or to keep open com
munication with Fredericksburg without being turned on my right flauk by
Lee's whole army and cnt off altogether from Washington.
On the :21st of Angust, being then at Rappahannock Station, my little army
<·onfrontecl by nearly the whole force under General Lee, which had compelled
the retreat of l\IcClellan to Harrison's Landing·, I was positiYely assm·ed that
two clays more would see me largely enough reenforcecl by the Army of the
Potomac to be not only secure, but to assume the offensive against Lee, and
I was instructed to hold on "and fight like the devil."
I nc<"ordingly held on till the 26th of Angnst, when, finding myself to be
ontflankcd on my rjght by the main body of Lee's army, while Jackson's corps
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having passed Salem and Rectortown the clay before were in rapid march in
the direction of Gainesville and JUanassas Jnnction, and seeing that none of
the reenforcements promised me were likely to arrive, I determined to aban
don the line of the Rappahannock and comnmnications with Froclericksbnrg,
and concentrate my whole force in the clirection of \Varrenton and Gaines
ville, to cover the \Varrenton pike, and still to confront the enemy rapidly
marching to my right. J
Stonewall Jackson's movement 011 l\lannssas Jnnction was plainly seen and
promptly reported, and I notified General Halleck of it. He informed mo on
the 23d of Angnst that heavy reenforcements would begin to arrive at \Var
renton Junction on the next clay (:24th), and as my orders still held me to the
Rappahannock I naturally supposed that these troops wonlcl be hurried for
ward to me with all speed. Franklin's corps especially, I asked, shonlcl be
sent rapidly to Gainesville. I also telegraphed Colonel Herman Hanpt, chief
of rail way transportation, to direct one of the strongest diYisions coming
forward, and to be at \Yarrenton Junction 011 the �±th, to be put in the
works at l\Ianassas Jnnction. A cavalry force had been sent forward to
obse:i:ve the Thoroughfare Gap early on the morning of the 26th, bnt noth
ing was beard from it.:!,
On the night of August �6th Jackson's advance, having passed Thorongh
fare Gap, strnck the Orange and Alexandria railroad at :Manassas Junction,
and made it plain to mo that all of the reenforcements nncl moYements of the
troops promised me had altogether failed.! Had Franklin been eYen at Cen
treville, or had Cox's and Stnrgis's divisions been as far ,Yest as Bnll Run on
that clay, the movement of Jackson on l\Ianassas Junction would not have
been practicable.
As Jackson's movement on Manassas Jnnctiou marks the beginning of the
second battle of Bull Run, it is essential to a clear nnclerstancling of snbse
qnent operations to giYe the positions of the arm�, under my command on
the night of Angnst �Gth, as also the movements and operations of tho enemy
as far as we knmY them.
) Reynolds's division of Porter's corps, ha viug
arrived at Aquia on Augn,t 13th and 20th, joined
General Pope on the :l2ll, aml was assigned to
1\IcDowell's corps. General Porter reported to
General Burnside (who had arriYed at Aqui:t on
Angnst 5th with about 12,000 men from K9rth
Carolina) for orders 011 the 21st. Being pmshed
out toward the Upper Rappaliannock to connect
with Reno, his advance under Morell, 011 the 24th,
found Reno anu Reynolds gone; no troops of Gen
eral Pope's '\"l"ere to he seen or heard of (exC'ept
one company of cavalry, afterwanl discovered,
which had been left to guard Kellf's ford), nor
were any onlers from General Pope or any in
formation as to his whereabouts received by Gen
eral Porter or General Burnside until the :lGth.
So far as appears, no information of this move
ment was communicated to (;-eneral Halleck. On
the 24th, in reply to General l\IcClellan's inquiry
from Falmouth, 9: -!O P. Ill., "Please inform me
exactly where General Pope's troops are. . •

Up to what point is the Orange aml Alexandria
railroatl now available'? ·where are the enemy in
force"/" General Halleck telegraphed: "Yon ask
me for information which I cannot give. I do not
know either where Geueral Pope is or where the
enemy in forC'e is. These are matters '\"l"bich I have
all clay IJeen most anxious to ascertain."-EDITORS.
t General Pope';; orders of the 25th clisposell
bis troops on the line of the Rappahannock, from
·waterloo to Kelly's Ford, as for an acl,-ance to
ward the RaJ)irlan. Reno was orclerell back to
Kelly's Ford to resume communication with the
forces umler Burnside at Falmouth.-EDITORS.
The first information appears to lrn,ve Leen
receiYed in a communication between the tele
graph operators at Pope's headquarters and at
l\lanassas J1111etio11, clatell S: 20 P. 111., on Augnst
2Gth. From this time until the 30th all (lirect
communication bet'\"l"een General Pope aml "rash
i11gtou remained cnt off, and nothing was heard
of him except i·ia Falmouth.-EDITORS.

+
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From the 18th until the night of the 26th of August the troops had been
rnarching and fighting alrnost continuouslr. As was to be expected under
snch circmnstances, the effective force had bceu greatly diminished by death,
hy \\Tonnds, by sickness, and by fatigue.�
Heiutzelman's corps, which had come up from Alexandria, was at -wanen
t on Junction, and nurnbernd, as he reported to me, less than eight thousand
men,! hnt it was without wagons, without artillery, without horses eYen
for the field-officers, and with only forty
rounds of arnmunition to the man. The
corps of General F. J. Porter consisted
of about ten thonsand men, and was by
far the freshest if not the host in the
arrny. Ho had made very short and de
liberate marches from Fredericksburg,
and l1is advance division, mainly troops
of the regular army nuder Sykes, had
arrived at -..\Vanenton Junction by eleven
o'clock on the rnorning of the �7th,
l\Iorell's division of the sarne corps ar
riving later in the same day.
I saw General F. J. Porter at ,Var
renton Jnuction about 11 o'clock on the
morning of the 27th. Sykes's division of
his corps was oncarnped near; J\forell's
was expected in a few hours. I bad seen
General Porter at ,Vest Point while w0
BRE\'ET )IAJOR-GE!'IEHAL J<lllK W, GEAHY •
were both cadets, but I think I never
.1,'110)1 A PIIOTOGRAPII )I.\D1': IN !8G6.
had an acquaintance with hirn there,
uor do I think I ever met him aftenvard in the service except for about five
minutes iu Philadelphia in 1861, when I ca11et1 at his office for a pass, which
was then required to go to ,Vashington ria Annapolis. This, I thi11k, ·was the
first and only time I over rnot him previous to the meeting at ,Varrentou J unc
tion. He had so higl1 a reputation in the army and for services since the out
break of the war, that I was not only cnrions to see hirn, bnt was exceedingly
glad that he had joi.11ed the army under my command with a corps which I
]mew to be one of the most effective in the service. 'rhis feeling ·was so strong
that I expressed it warmly and on several occasions. He appeared to me a most
gentlemanlike man, of a oldierly and striking appearance. I had bnt little
� Angnst 1 Sth, skirmishes at Rapidan Station
ancl 011 Clark's l\fo11utai11, near Orange Court
Honse; :20th, skirmi::shes at Hae coon Ford, Ste
Yf'11sbnrg, Brandy Station, Rappalrn1111ock Station,
antl near Kelly's J:t'or(l: :?1st. skirmishes along the
Rnppahauuock, at Kell�·•s, Br,·erly (or Cnuning
lrnm's), aud Freeman's Por,ls; ��cl, actions at
Preeman':,; Pon! rirnl Hazel Ri\'er, :ind skirmishes
along the Rappabannock; �811, engagement at
Rappahannock Station, action at Beverly Ford,
an1l skirmish at Pant's Pord, �311 aml �--1-th.

actions at Snlplmr (or ·warrenton) Springs; �--!th
a)l(l �5th, actions at ·waterloo Bridge; �5th,
1:,kinnish at Snlplmr :-,prings; :2Gth, skirmishe:
at llristoe Station, Bnll Run Bri,lge, Gai11esville,
Haymarket, Manassas Jn11ctio11, and Sulphur
Springs.-EDITORS.
Heintzelm::rn's infaHtrr (effectives) numbered
15,011 ou the 10th of August, nml the full
corps, repleuished lJy six 11ew regiments, reported
1 G,000 for duty September 10th. There are 110
intermediate reports.- EDITORS.
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conversation mth him, as I was engaged, as he was, in writing telegrams. He
seemed to me to exhibit a listlessness and indifference not quite natural under
the circumstances, which, however, it is not unusual for men to assume in the
midst of dangers and difficulties, merely to impress one with their superior
cooluess.
The troops were disposed as follows: l\IcDmvell's corps and Sigel's corps were
at Wanentou under general command of General l\IcDowell, with Banks's
corps at Fayetteville as a reserve. Reno's corps ,,as directed upon the War
renton turnpike to take post three miles east of \V arrcnton. Porter's corps was
near Bealeton Station moving slowl�· toward Wnnenton .Junction; Heintzel
man at ,Varrenton Junction, with very small means to mo\·e iu an�· direction.
Up to this time I had been placed by the positive orders of Geueral Halleck
much iu the positiou of a man tied by one leg and fighting ,vith a pel'Son much
his physical snperior and free to moYe in any direction. The following
telegrams will explain exactly the situation as heretofore inchcatecl :
'' Angust �,:5th, 1S6:2.
".i\IAJOR-GENERAL HALLECK: Your dispatch jnst receiYed. Of course I shall he reatly lo
recross the Rappahannock at a moment's notice. You ,Yill see from the positio11s taken that
each army corps is on the best roads across the river. Yon wished forty-eight homs to assemble
the forces from the Peninsula behind the Rappahannock, and fom· days haYe passed without
the enemy yet being permitted to cro,-;s. I dou:t think he is yet ready to do so. In ordinarily
dry weather the Rappahannock can he crossed almost anywhere, and these crossing-places are
best prote0ted by concentrating at central positions to strike at any force wLich attempts to
cross. I had clearly understood that yon wished to unite our whole forces before a forward
movement was begun, and that I must take care to keep nnitecl ·with Burnside on my left, so
that no movement to separate us could be made. This withdrew me lower down the Rappa
hannock than I wished to come. I a.m not acquainted with yom· Yiews, as �·ou seem to suppose,
and would be glad to know· them so far a,s my own position and operations are concerned. I
understood you clearly that, at all hazards, I was to prevent the enemy from passing· the
Rappahannock. This I ha,e clone, and shall do. I clon·t like to be on the defeusiYe if I can
help it, but must be so as long- as I am tied to Bnrnsicle's forces, not yet wholly arriYed at
Fredericksburg. Please let me know, if it can be done, what is to he my own command, aml if I
am to act independently against the enemy. I certainly nnderstoo<l that, as soon as the whole of
our forces were concentrated, you designed to take command in person, and that, when eYery
thing was ready, we were to moYe forward in concert. I judge from the tone of your dispatch
that you are dissatisfied with something. Unless I know what it is, of conrse I can't correct it.
The troops arriving here come in fragments. Am I to assign them to brigades and corps? I
would suppose not, as seYeral of the new regiments coming have been assigned to army corps
directly from yolU' office. In case I commence offeusiYe operations I urnst know what forces I
am to take and what you wish left, and what connection must be kept up with Bnrnside. It
has been my pm1Jose to conform my operation::: to your plans, yet I was not informed when
l\IcClellau evacuated Harrison's Lauding, so that I might know what to expect in that direc
tion; and "·hen I say these things in no complaining spirit I think that you know ,,ell that I
am amjous to do eYerythiug to advance your plans of campaign. I understood that this army
was to maintain the line of the Rappahannock until all the forces from the Peninsula had
united behind that riYer. I have done so. I understood distinctly that I was not to ha.zarcl
anything except for this purpose, as delay was what ,rns wanted.
'· The enemy this morning has pushed a considerable infantr:Y force up opposite Waterloo
Bridge, and is planting batteries, and long lines of his infantry arc moYing up from Jcffcrson
Yille toward Sulphur Springs. His whole force, as far as can be ascertained, is massed in front
of me, from railroad crossing of Rappahannock aronucl to \Vaterloo Bridge, their main body
being opposite Sulphm· Springs.
"JOHN POPE, l\Iajor-Geueral."
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(Received Aug. 2Gth, 1SG2,
fromWar Dep't, 11 :45A.11I.)
"l\IAJOR-GENERAL POPE:Not the slightest dissatisfac
tion has been felt in regard to
your operations on the Rap
pahannock. The main object
has been accomplished in get
ting up troops from the Penin
sula, although they haYe been
greatly delayed by storms.
l\Ioreover, the telegraph has
been interrupted, leaving us
for a time ignorant of the
progress of the evacuation.
. . . If possible to attack
the enemy in flank, do so, but
the main object now is to
ascertain his position. l\Iake
cavalry excursions for that
purpose, especially toward
Front Royal. If possible to
get in his rear, pursue with
vigor. H. '\V. HALLECK,
"General-in-Chief.''

The moi;ements of the enemy toward my right forced me either to abandon
the lino of the Rappahannock and the communications with Fredericksburg,
or to risk the loss of my army and the almost certain loss of ,vashington. Of
conrse between those two alternntii;es I conld not hesitate in a choice. I
considered it 111:-,r duty, at whatever sacrifice to my army and myself, to retard,
ashington, until I
as far as I conld, the moi;ement of the enemy toward
was certain that the Army of the Potomac had reached Ale:xamlria.
The movement of Jaekson presented the only opportunity which had
offered to gain any snccess over the snperior forces of the enemy. I deter
mined, therefore, on the morning of the 27th of Angnst to abandon the line
of the Rappahannock and throw my whole force in the direction of Gaines
ville and J\Ianassas Junction, to cmsh any force of the enem�T that had passed
through Thoroughfare Gap, and to interpose between Lee's army and Bull Run.
Having tho interim· line of operations, and the enemy at l\lanassas being
inferior in force, it appeared to me, ancl still so appears, that with even ordi
uary promptness and energy we might feel snre of success.
In the meantime heaxy forces of the enemy still confronted us at ,vaterloo
Bridge,\ ·while his main body continued its march toward om· right, following
the conrse of Hedgman's River (the Upper Rappahannock). I accordingly
sent orders, early on the �7th of Angnst, to General :McDowell to move rap
idly on Gainesville by the ,varrenton pike "'ith his own corps, reenforced by
Reynolds's division and Sigel's corps. I directed Reno, followed by Kearny's
division of Heintzelman's corps, to move 011 Greenwich, so as to reach thel'e

,v

'\ On the afternoon of August 26th, Longstreet's corps moved to Hinson's l\iill Pord, six miles above,
leaving R.H. Anderson's divfaion (about 6000 effectives) at Waterloo Bridge.-EDlT0RS.
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that night, to report thence at once to General :;_\fr Dowell, and to snpport him
in operations against the enemy which were expected near GninesYille. '\Vith
Hooker's cfrrision of Heintzelman's corps I moYecl along the rnilroacl toward
J\Innnssas Jnnction, to reopen onr communications and to he in position to
cooperate with the forces along the '\Ynrrenton pike.
On the afternoon of that clay a scYcre engagement took plnee between
Hooker's division nnd Ewell's cliYision of Jaekson's corps, near Bristoe Station,
on the railroad. Ewell was dri,·en bark along the railroad, hnt at dark still
confronted Hooker along the banks of Broad Hun. Tho loss in this action
,,as ahont three hnnclrec1 killed aud ,,onndccl on each sicle. E·woll left his
cleacl, many of his wounded, nncl so1ue of his baggage on the field.
I had not seen Hooker for mall)' years, and I rememlJered him ns a very
handsome young man, with florid complexion and fair hair, and with a figure
agile and graceful. As I saw him that nftornoon on his white horse riding in
rear of his line of battle, and close np to it, with the excitement of battle in his
eyes, and that gallant and chivalric appearance ·which he alwnys pre:sentecl
nndcr fire, I was struck with admiration. As a corps commander, with his
whole force operating under his own eye, it is much to be doubted whether
Hooker had a superior in the army.
The railroad had beeu torn np and the bridges bnrned in seYeral plnces
just west of Bristoe Station. I therefore directed General Banks, who hal1
reached Warrenton Jnnction, to coyer the railroad trains at that place until
Genern.l Pmter marched, and then to nm back the trains toward l\Ianassas as

:t

;t This engagement is known as Kettle Run (see
map, p. 407). The Confederate force consisted of
Early's brigade, with two regiments of Forno's,

two of Lawton's, and Brown's and Johnson's bat
teries. After disputing Hooker's advance for some
hours, Ewell withdrew under fire.-EDITORS.
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far as he could and rebuild the railroad bridges. Captain l\Ienill of the Engi
neers was also directed to repair the railroad track and bridges toward BriE
toe. This work ",.as done by that accomplished officer as far east as Kettle
Rnn on the :27th, and the trains were nrn back to that point next morning.
At dark on the 27th Hooker informed me that his ammunition was nearly
exhausted, only five rounds to the man being on hand. Before this time it
had become apparent that Jackson, vdth his whole force, ·was south of the
,Varrenton pike nnd in the immediate 11eighhorhood of l\Ianassas Jund.ion.
l\IcDowell readied his position at Gainesville during the night of the 27th,
and Kenrny ttud Reno theirs at Greenwich. It wns clear on that night that
we had completely interposed bet11een Jackson and the enemy's main body,
which was still west of the Bnll Rnn range, and in the vicinity of ,Yhite Plains.
In conseqneucc of Hooker's report, and the vi·eakness of the small division
which he commnm1ec1, and to strengthen my right wing moYing in the direc
tion of l\lnuassas, I sent orders to Porter at dark, \Yhich reached him at 9
P.11., to move fonYard from ,Varrentou Junction at 1 A. :or. night, and to report
to me at Bristoe Station by daylight next morning (August :28th).
There ·were but hYo courses left to Jackson by this sudden moYemeut of
the anny. He could not retrace his steps through Gainesville, as that place
was occupied l>y l\IcDowell with a force equal if not superior to his own. To
retreat through Oen tre-ville would carry him still farther away from the main
body of Lee's army. It wa,s possible, however, to mass his ·whole force nt
l\Ianassas Junction and a,ssail our right (Hooker's division), ,vhich had fought
a severe battle that afternoon, and was almost out of ammunition. Jackson,
with A. P. Hill's division, retired through Centreville. Thinking it altogether
within the probabilities that he might adopt the other alternatiYe, I sent the
orders above mentioned to General Porter. He neither obeyed them nor
attempted to obey them,* bnt afterward ga,ve as a reason for not doing so that
his men were tired, the night was too dark to march, n.ud that there ,,·as a
wagon train on the road toward Bristoe. The distance was nine miles along
the railroad track, \Yith n '\Yagon road on each side of it most of the way; bnt
his corps did not reaeh Bristoe Station until 10::30 o'clock ue:s:t morning, six
hours after daylight; and the moment he found that the enemy had left our
front he asked to halt a,nd rest his corps. Of his first reason for not comply
ing with my orders, it is only necessa,ry to say that Sykes's division had
reached ,Vancnton .Junction at 11 o'clock on the morning of the 37th, and
had been in camp all day. l\Iorell's division mTiYCll later in the day at ,Var
renton .Jnm·tion, and woult1 haYe been in camp for at least eight hours before
the time it was ordered to march. rrhe marches of these two divisions from
Fredericksburg had been extremely delihernte, and involved but little more
exercise tlrn,11 is needed for good health. rrhe diaries of these marches make

*

Porte1· marched about 3 A. �1., iusteaJ of at 1,
as ordere\l. Tbe leading brigade lit caudles to look
for the roa1l. On the Conferlerate side Colonel
Henry Forno, f"ith Louisiana. reports: '' After
12 o'clock at night of the '.27th, the brigade was
put in motion with orders to follow General Early,
but owing to the 1lnrkuess J ,ms unable to find

him.'' 'fwo orders aJdressed hy Pope at Bri:stoe
to :i\TcDowell at Gainesville fell into the hall(],; of
A. P. Hill, at Centreville. Some of the Co11fe<l
eratcs (Ja1:kso11, Trimble, and Stuart) me11tiou the
Jarkuess of the night of the 26th; and General
1IcDowell lost his way fro1h this cause on the
night of the '.2Sth.-EDIT0RS.
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Porter's claim of fa
tigue ridiculous. To
compare the condi
tion of this corps
and its marches with
those of any of the
troops of the Army
of Virginia is a suffi
cient answer to such
a pretext. The im
possibility of march
ing on account· of
the darkness of that
night finds its best
answer in the fact that nearly every other division of the army, and the
whole of Jackson's corps, marched during the greater part of the night iu the
immediate vicinity of Porter's corps, and from nearly e-v Pry point of the
compass. The plea of darkness and of the obstrnction of a, wagon train
along the road will strike onr armies with some surprise in the light of their
subsequent experience of night marches. The railroad track itself was clear
and entirely practicable for the march of infantry.
According to the testimony of Colonel J\Iyers, qnartermaster in charge of the
train, the train was drawn off the roncls and parked a,fter dark that night; nrnl
even if this had not been the case, it is not necessary to tell any officer who
served in the war that the infantry advance could easily have pushed tho wag
ons off the road to make way for the artillery. Colonel l\Iyers nlso testified
that he could have gone on with his frnin that night, nnd that he drew off
the road and parked his train for rest and because of the action of Hooker's
division in his front, and not because he was prevented from continuing his
march by darkness or other obstacles.
At 9 o'clock on the night of the :27th, satisfied of Jackson's position, I sent
orders to General McDowell at Gainesville to pnsh forward at the earliest
dawn of clay npon :Manassas Junction, resting his right on the l\fanassas Gap
Railroad and extending his left to the east. I directed General Reno at the
same time to march from Gree11wich, also direct on J\Ianassas Junction, and
Kem·ny to move from the same place upon Bristoe Station. This move of
Kearny was to strengthen rny right at Bristoe and unite the two divisions of
Heintzehnan's corps. J
Jackson began to evacuate Mannssas Junction during the night (the :27th)
and marched toward Centreville and other points of the Warrenton pike west
of that place, and by 11 o'clock next morning was at ancl beyond Centreville
and north of the Warrenton pike.t I arrived at Manassas Junction shortly
after the last of Jackson's force had moYed off, and immediately pushed forJ General Pope's orders of the �7th for the move
meuts of the 28th directed his whole army upon
Manassas. Full information of these dispositions

reached General A. P. Hill early the next morniug,
through the captured orders.- EDITORS.
;t At this time Jackson's comman<l was concen-

THE SECOND BATTLE OF BULL RUN.

COLLISION OX TIIUH�UAY, AUGUST

28,

BETWEEN RE\-NOLDS'S Dff!SIOX AND JACKSON'S RIGHT WlXG.

The view is from tllo north side of the turnpike (from a
war-time sketch), east nf Gai111·s1·ille, alll.l looking toward
Groveton, Tho smoke aloug tho wuo,l� indicates tho
poRition of the Coufl-derates, who fell bnck toward
Gron,ton, while nen1ol!IR tnrurd off to the right toward
llfannssas. Dming tho battles of Fritlny UU(l Satunlny

(the 20th and 30th), tho lines we1·e nearly reYerSf'(l.
.J:iel,son was then to tho left, looking south toward
l\[nnn�s.iR, arnl Lo11gstre1·t's lin�s. faring like 1:eynol!ls",;
iu the a1Jn1·0 piotnre, bnt extenc1iug farther to tho
right, aml ,·oufronting llleDowell and Porter (see mapA,
pp. 473 aud !82).-EDITOHS.

trated 11ear Groveton. Geueml Pope snys in bi,;
report: •' I reached l\fanassas Jnnctfon ... abont
1:3 o'elock ... less than an honr after Jackson,
in person, had retirnd." J acksou was, however, 011
the old '' lJattle-fid<l of l\Ianassas" at S A.JI!., as
appear;:; from the order of that date to A.P. Hill,
anrl about noon when be sent orrlers to Taliaferro
to attack the Fetlcrnl troops (eYi(lently Reynolds),
snpposed to l1e marching on Centreville. but actually
moving from Gainesville to .Manassas nmler Pope's
first orders. Jackson says: "l\Iv command had
hardly concentrated norti1 of the· tnrnpike before
the enemy's advance reached t.l1e viciuitv of Grove
,
ton from the ,lirection of "'arreut011-_ , In the
above sketeh, l\Ieade's brigade anrl Cooper';:; bat
te1·y are seen deployiug for action.- EDITORS.
i At 1: '.20 or '.3 P. JI!. Pope repeated his orders
sent "a fow minutes ago" to l\IeDowell to march
toward Gum Springs, tlistaut '.30 miles in the diree-

tion of Ahlie Gap. 'l'he note sent "a few mi mites
ago," reached l\IeDowell at. 3: 15 P. JI!, The orders
to ma.rch on Centreville "·ere dated 4: 15 P. JI!., alHl
J\foDo,n'll appears to have received the second
while preparing to execute the first.-EDITORS.
} Jackson says: "Dispositions ,,.-ere prmnptly
mn(le to attack the enemy, l1ased npon the itlea
that he won](] continue to press forward upon the
turnpike townrd Alexandria; but as he did not
appeal' to ::itlYanPe in force, and there was re::ison
to belieYc that bis main l1ody was leaYing the road
and inclining towartl l\Ianassas Junction, my com
mand was advanced through the "·oods, leaving
Groveton on the left, nntil it reached a command
ing position near Brawnn·'s house. By this time
it was sunset; lrnt as liis column appearerl to he
moving by, ,,ith its flank exposed, I <letermincd to
attack at once, which was vigorously done by the
divisions of 'l'aliaferro and Ewell."-EDI'l'ORS.

ward Hooker, Kearny, and Reno npon Centl'eville, ! and sent orders to Porter
to come fonrnrd to l\lanassas Junction. I also wrote l\IcDowell the situation
and directed him to call back to Gainesville any part of his force which had
moved in tbe direction of l\Ianassas Junction, and march upon Centreville
along the ,Yarrenton pike with the "·hole force nuder his command to inter
cept the retreat of Jackson toward Thorongbfnre Gap. ,Vith Ki11g's clivision
in advance, l\IcDowell, marching to,vnrcl Centreville, encountered late in the
afternoon the advance of Jackson's corps retreating toward Thornnghfare
Gap.� Late in the afternoon, also, Kearny drove the rear-gnard of Jackson
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out of Centreville and occupied that place with his advance beyond it toward
Gainesville. A very severe engagement occurred between King's division
and Jackson's forces near the village of Groveton on the \Vanenton pike, which
was terminated by the darkness, both parties maintaining their ground.\ The
conduct of this division in this severe engagement was admirable, nnd reflects
the utmost credit both npon
its commanders aud the men
under their command. That
this division was not reenforced
by Reynolds* and Sigel J seems
unaccountable. The reason given, though it is not satisfactory, was the fact that General
:l\IcDowell had left the command
just before it encountered the
enemy, and had gone toward
1\Ianassas Junction, where he
supposed me to be, in order to give me some information alJont tha imme
diate country in which we were operating, and with which, of conr:-:e, he
was much more familiar from former experience than I eonld be. t I hnd
'--

'\ King's division (which had not been at Gaines
ville on the night of the 27th, but near Buckland
l\Iills, ancl was consequently 11ear the 'iVarreuton
pike instead of at JI.Ianassas, when, by General
Pope•� 4: 15 P. llI. order, the army was directed
upon Centreville iustead of upon l\Iauassas) en
conutered Jackson's forces in position as stated in
the preceding note about i3: 30 P. l\I. Gibbon's bri
gade, witl: two regiments of Doubleday's (the GGth
Pennsylvania and 7Gth Kew York), conteude(l
against Taliaferro's (livision and two brigades
(Lawton's am1 Trimble's) of Ewell's divisiou.
General Jackson says:
"Tile batteries of Wooding. Poague, and Carpenter
were plal'C(l in position in front of Starke's hriga(le, aml
aho,·e tbe village of Grovcto11. arnl, tiring-o,·er tile l1eads
of our skirmisbers, poured a heavy fire of shot and sbell
n pon the enemy. Ti.Jis was rcspornletl to by a very bPavy
fire from tbc enemy, foreing onr batteries to select
another pnRitinn. By this time Taliaferro's eo111maml,
witll Lawton·s all(} Trimble's hrig-a1les ou his left, was
advanced from tile woods to the 01wn tichl, and was now
moving- in gallant style until it reache1l an oreha]'(l 011
tile right of our line aml was less tban 100 yards from a
large foreP of tile enemy. Tile couflict bcre was fierce
and �ang11i11ar.v. Altbougll larg-ely rcFnforcecl. tlie
Federals 1litl not attempt to advance. but rnai11tai11l'1l
tlleir gronml witb obstinate determination. Botb linPs
sto0tl exposed to tile clisebargcs of nmsketry aml artillery
until ahout 9 o"clock, when the enemy slowly fell hack.
yielding the field to onr troops. The loss on botb sitlcs
was heavy. and a111ong our wonntlPcl w!'re ::\fajor
General Ewell and Brigadier-General Taliaferro."
Gibbon's brigade lost 133 killed, G:J!) wounded,
79 missing, total, 751, "or considerablv over one
third of the command." King hel!l his g1:ound until
1 A. llI. on the 29th, when, being without support,
without communication with either of the generals
in command over him, and without orders since

those of 4: 1:3 P. M., he marched to j\lanassa,;
Jnnction.-EDITORS.
Reynolds, ordered to march e11 echelon on King·s
right, was moviug towanl .i.\fanassas (see note to
pictme, p. 4GS), when, at i1 P. M., be rerein•1l
JI.IcDowell's order, basNl on Pope's of 4: 13, to
march on Ceutreville. lle tnl'lled off at Bethlehem
(�lrnrcb and took the Sndley Springs roatl toward
the 'iYarrenton pike. General Reynolds says:

*

·• About tbis time heavy cannonading was beard hotl1
to onr froBt antl left. tbc former supposed to he from
SigPl'tl corps, and tile latter from King's di,ision, wl1icll
lu1<l taken tile Warrenton pike from GainesYille. I sent
word to the column to hasten its rnal"eb, and proeeP1le!l
to the left at once myself in the direetio11 of tile firing,
arri\·ing nu the fiehl jn�t hcfore dark, aml found tlrnt
nihhou·s briga(le, of Ki11g'H division. was eng-aged with
thP t'IICIII_\", \Yitll Doublc(lay'H aml Patrick"s brign(lei< in
tile Yicinity. .After the firing- ceasrtl I saw Gc1]('ral
King-, wbo, (letermininµ; to maintain his positio11, I left
ahnnt a o'doek P. )I. to return to my clivision. pro111isi11g
to bring it np Parly in the morning to his support.
Before leaving, howevPr, I hP:ml tl1e 11ivisio11 1110,·i11g
off, arnl I learned from Genera.I Hatch that it wa" moY
inµ; 1,y Gaiuesville toward l\[anassas. l then rPt11rne1l
to my own division, wlliPh I reache(l at daylight."
EDITORS.
/ Sigel was orderec1 to move at 2: 45 A. 11r. a11cl
to march en ccl1cln11 on Reynolcls's right. His
advance appears to haYe reached Manassas al)Out
noon. He states that dnriug the afternoon he
was ordered by General Pope to march by Kew
::\larket on Centreville, arnl arrived on the field of
tl1e First Bull Run, near the He1,ry house (see p.
478), too late to take part in King's engagement.
EDITORS.
;t According to General ::\IcDowell, this was
•' after putting these diYisions in motion (under
the 4: 15 P. ::.r. order) and going with Reynolcls's
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left :Manassas .Junction, however, for Centreville. Hearing the som1d of
the guns indicating King's engagement with the enemy, l\IcDowell set off to
rejoin his command, but lost his way, and I first heard of him next morning
at :.Manassas Junction. As his troops did not know of his absence, there
was 110 one to give orders to Sigel and Reynolds.
The engagement of King's division was reported to me about 10 o'clock at
night near Centreville. I felt Slll'e then, and so stated, that there was no escape
for Jackson. On the west of him -were l\IcDowell's corps (I did not then know
that he had detached Ricketts\), Sigel's corps, and Reynolds's division, all
nnder command of l\IcDowell. On the east of him, and with the advance of
Kearny Dearly in contact with him on the ,Varrenton pike, were the corps of
Reno and Heintzelman. Porter was supposed to be at l\fanassas Junction,
where he ought to have been on that afternoon.
I sent orders to l\IcDowell (supposiug him to he with his comm.and), and
also direct to General King,! several times during that night and once by his
own staff-officer, to hold his ground at all hazards, to preYent the retreat of
.Jackson toward Lee, and that at daylight our ,d10le force from Centreville
and l\Ianassas woulcl assail him from the east, and he would be crushed
between us. I sent orders also to Genernl Kearny at Centreville to move for
ward cautiously that night along the Warrenton pike; to drive in the pickets
of the enemy, aiHl to keep as closely as possible in contact with him during
the night, resting his left on the ,Vanenton pike and throwing his right to
the north, if pmdicable, ns far as the Little River pike, and at daylight next
morning to assault vigorously with his right advance, and that Hooker aml
Reno ,vonld certainl? bo with him shortly after daylight. I sent orders to
Geuernl Porter, who I snpposed ,,as at l\fanassns Junction, to move npon
Centreville at clmvn, stating to him the position of onr forC'es, and that a
severe battle vrnnld be fought that morning (the :29th).
With Jackson at and near GroYeton, with J\IcDo,rnll on the ,rnst, and the
rest of the army on the east of him, while Lee, with the mass oi his army, was
still west of Thoroughfare Gap, the situation for us was certainly ns favorable
as the most snngni11e person could desire, and the prospect of crushing Jack
son, sanclwichecl between snch forces, were certainly excellent. There is no
doubt, had Geneml :'IIcDowell been ,Yi.th his command when King's division
of his corps became engaged with the enemy, he wonld have bronght forward
to its support both Sigel and Reynolds, and the result would haYe been to
hold tho ground \\~est of .Tackson at least nntil morning brought against him
also the forces mo,Ti11g from the direction of Centreville.
division to near :lfanas:sas ., ; aud iu compliance
with General Pope',s reqnest of 1: ::0 or 2 P. 111.,
Yiz., '· GiYe me your views fully; yon know the
country much better than I tlo." General Mc
Dowell found Reynokls at daybreak on the 29th.
EDITORS.

'\ In the exercise of his tliscretion l\IcDowell,
then comruamling two corps, sent Ricketts to
Thoroughfare Gap on the morning of the 28th, to
delay Longstreet's advance, notwithstanding

General Pope's onlers to move on l\Ianassas with
bis whole comruantl. Bnt for this, the mo\·eruent
on ::'ilanassas as ordered in the morning, as "·ell as
the moYement on Centre,,i]]e as ordered in the
afternoon, would have left no troops exl'ept
Buford's })roken down cavalry between Longstreet
and Jackson, 01· between Longstreet and Pope's
)eft.-EDITORS.
t But see Captain Charles King's denial on page
4!):5 .- EDITORS.
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To my great disappointment and surprise, however, I learnecl toward day
light the next morning (the 29th) that King's division had fallen back toward
Manassas Junction, and that neither Sigel nor Reynolds had been engaged or
had gone to the support of King. The route toward Thoroughfare Gap had
thus been left open by the wholly unexpected retreat of King's division, dnf'
to the fact that he was not supported by Sigel and Reynolds, and an immedi
ate change was necessary in the disposition of the troops under my command.
Sigel and Reynolds were near Groveton, almost in contact 'With Jackson ;
Ricketts had fallen back toward Bristoe from Thoroughfare Gap, after offer
ing (as might have been expected) ineffectual resistance to the pnssage of the
Bull Run range by very superior forces; King had fallen back to l\Ianassas
Junction; Porter was at Manassas Junction or near there; Reno� and Hooker
near Centreville; Kearny at Centreville and beyond toward Groveton ; Jack
son near Groveton with his whole corps; Lee with the main army of the
enemy, except three brigacles of Longstreet which had passed Hopewell Gap,
north of Thoroughfare Gap.
The field of battle was practically limited to the space between the old
railroad grade from Sudley to Gainesville if prolonged across the ,Varrenton
pike and the Sudley Springs road east of it. The railroad grade incbcates
almost exactly the line occupied by Jackson's force, our own line confronting
it from left to right.
The ridge which bounded the valley of Dawkins's Branch on the west, and
on which were the Hampton Cole and Monroe houses, offered from the
Monroe house a full view of the field of battle from right to left, ancl the
Monroe house being on the crest of the ridge overlooked and completely
commanded the approach to Jackson's right by the \\rarrenton turnpike. To
the result of the battle this ridge was of the last importance, and, if seized
and held by noon, wonld absolutely have prevented any reenforcement of
Jackson's right from the direction of Gainesville. The northern slope of this
ridge was held by our troops near the Douglass house, near which, also, the
right of Jackson's line rested. The advance of Porter's corps at Dawkins's
Branch was less than a mile and a half from the l\Ionroe house, and the road
in his front was one of several which c011ve�·ged on that point.
The whole field was free from obstacles to movement of troops and nearly
so to rnancenvres, with only a few eminences, and these of a nature to have
been seized and easily held by om· troops even against very superior numbers.
'rlie gronud was gently undulating and the water-courses insignificnnt,
while the intersecting system of roads and lanes afforded easy communica
tion with all parts of the field. It would be clifficnlt to find anywhere in
Virginia a more perfect field of battle than that on which the second bnttle of
Bnll Run was fought.
About daylight, therefore, on the 29th of August, almost immediately after
I received information of the withdrawal of King's division toward J\1anassas
Junction, I sent orders to General Sigel, in the viciuity of Groveton, to attack
_ll Reno appears not to have been at Centreville at this time, since General Pope's headquarters
"near Bull Run" were between him and Centreville at 3 A. M. on the 30tb.-EDIT0RS.
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the enemy v1gor
onsly at daylight
BATTLE - FIELD
and bl'ing him to
Second
a stand if possi
BULL
RUN,
AvGusT 29': at 12 M ..
ble. );J. He was to
SCALE OF MIL.ES
be snpported by
Reynolds's
clivis
UNION FORCES E3
CONF£0£RAT£ ,.
iou. I instrnctecl
Heintzelman J
to
pnsh forward from
Centreville toward
•.
Gainesville on the
't:
t t��;· ·-�
,Vanenton pike at
/,
the earliest dawn
with the divisions of
Kearny and Hooker,
and gaye orders
also to Reno with
his corps to follow
closely in their rear.
They were directed
to nso all speed, and
as soon as they came
np with the enemy
to establish commu
nication with Sigel,
JtEL.\TlYE PO�lT!OXS AT XOOX, FRIDAY. AUGUST 29TH.
and to attack vigor
TlJis map r<·preRcIJts GcIJernl l'opn·R ,icw of tlJe situation at IJOOIJ, .Angnst 29tlJ,
with Lo11gstrel't plarcd at GaincsYill<'; hut, aeronling to Genernl Longe.tr!'ct (see ously and promptly.
p. 510, and others (seep. 525), Longst.rcct wa� at that J1<111r ou Jackson'R right and
I also sent orders
<'apalJlc of resisting :m ad,aIJ�e on the pal't of Porfrr.-EonoR�.
to General Portert,
at :Manassas Junction to moYe forward rapidly with his own corps and
King's diYision of l\IcDmYell's corps, which was there also, upon Gainesville
by the direct ronte from l\Ianassas Junction to that place. I urged him to
make all possilJle speed, with the purpose that ho should come up with the
enemy or connect himself with the left of onr line near where the Warrenton
pike is crossed b:v the road from Manassas Junction to GainesYille.
Shortly after sending this order I received a note from Genernl McDowell,
whom I had not been able to find 1_l11ring the night of the �8th, date(l l\Ianassas

*

These 01·,lers to Sigel are not foullll in the
"Official Reeor,ls,'' 1Jut they correspond with the
orders given to Kearny and Heintzelman at 0; 30
and 10 P.111., on the ::? �th. General Sigel says he
reeeiYed them tlming the night, made his prepara
tions at night, �ml "formed in 01·rlcr of k1ttle at
,Jayb1·eak." Such of the subordinate reports as men
tion tho time, as we>ll as the reports of Generals
McDo,l'ell and Reynolrls, tend to confirm General
Sigel's statement.- EDITORS.
) These orders to Heintzelman are dated 10 P. i\!.,

Angust ::?8th; ,similar orders to Kearny direct arr;
,lated 0; 30 P. �!.-EDITORS.
;t At 3 A. 111. 011 the ::?0th, Geueral Pope orclere,1
Porter, then at Bristoe, to'' move npon Centrevillt·
at the first tlam1 of day.'' In the order of the ::?0th
to Porte1·, "Pnsh forwar,1 with your corps aml
King's division, which yon will take with you upoll
Gainesville," the hour is not noted, but General
Pope testified on the Porter court-martial that he
seut it between S and 9 A. 111. Porter appears to
have received it about !) : �0.- EDITORS.
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11ELATIYE POSITlo:--s AT SUXSET, FRIDAY, AUr:lTST 20TH.

At noon of tl!at day Porter's corps was in rnncl1 the
same position as at R11nRet. According to General Pope,
at noou Porter, with Yery little resistance to over<'omc.
might l.Jave occupied the l.Jill of tlle l\fonroe aml Hamp
ton Cole houRes, a position of great importance. But,
according to otller authorities (sec p. 527), Longstreet
wn.s iu position lJetwecn JackRon and Porter by noon.
At that hour the right of the Union army was arrnyecl
VOL. II. 31

in coutiunous line in front of Jackson from a point on
the tnrnpikc three-qumters of n mile west of Groveton
to the point wbere the ::'n<lley Springs road crnsscs the
unfinishl'cl railroa,l whieh wn>i Jackson's strougl.Jold.
Tbe map ahove illn8trates the sitnat.ion at the time
of the greatest success on the rigbt, wllcn Ja<'lcsou's
left lwd been turn('(l npon itself IJy Kcarny's, Reno's,
aud Hooker's tliYisions.-EDrrons.
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Junction, requesting that King's division be not taken from his command. I
immediately sent a, joint order, addressed to Generals l\IcDowell and Porter, t
repeating the instructions to move forward with their commands toward
Gainesville, and informing them of the position and move111ents of Sigel nnd
Heintzelman.
Sigel attacked the enemy at daylight on the morning of the �9th about a
mile east of Groveton, where he was joined by the divisions of Hooker and
Kearny. Jackson fell back,� bnt was so closely pressed by these forces that
he was obliged to make a stand. He accordingly took np his position along
nnd behind the old railroad embankment extending along his entire front,
with his left near Snclley Springs and his right just south of the \Varrenton
pike. His batteries, some of them of heavy caliber, were posted behind the
ridges in the open ground, while the mass of his troops were sheltered by
woods and the railroacl embankment.
I nrrived on the field from Centreville about noon, and found the opposing
forces confronting each other, both considerably cnt up by the severe action
in which they hacl been engnged since daylight. Heintzelman's corps (the
divisions of Hooker and Kearny) occupied the right of our line toward Sud
ley Springs. Sigel ,,Tas on his left, with his line extending a short distnnce
south of the \Varrenton pike, the division of Schenck occupying the high
ground to the left (south) of the pike. The extreme left was held by Rey
nolds. Reno's corps hacl renchec1 the field and the most of it had been pnshed
forward into adion, lenYing fonr regi1�ents in reserve behind the center of
the line of battle. Immedintely after I reached the gronnd, General Sigel
reported to me tlrnt his line was wenk, that the divisions of Schurz and Stein
wehr were much cut up and ought to be clrnwn back from the front. I
informed him that this was impossible, as there were no troops to replace
them, nnd that he must hold his ground; that I would not immediately push
his troops ngniu into action, as the corps of l\IcDowell and Porter were mov
ing forwanl 011 the road from �ianassas Junction to Gainesville, and 11111st
very soon be ju position to fall upon the enemy's right flank and possibly on
hjs rear. I rode along the front of our line and grwe the same information to
Heintzelman and Reno. I shnll not soon forget the bright arn1 <'onfolent face
and the alert and hearty manner of that most accomplished and loyal soldier,
General J. L. Re-no. From first to last ju this campajgn he ,ms always cheer
ful and reatly; auxions to anticipate if possible, aml prompt to execute with
all his might, the orders he received. He was short in statnre nnd upright in
person, and with a, face and manner so bright and engaging at all times, but
most especially noticeable in the fury of battle, that it was both a plensnre
! 'l'his joint order refers to the one just cited as
having heen sent "an hour aml a lrnlf ago," nuder
,vhich Porter was marching toward Gainesville
when i\leDowell joined hirn near l\fanassas Junc
tion. After 1·eceiYi11g the joint order, General
McDowell again joined Porter, at the front, and
showed him a dispatch jm,t reeeivctl from Buford,
t.latetl 0:: :o A. JII., and atl,lressed to Ricketts. It
appears to have escaped notice that this dispatch

was forwanle,l by Ricketts to l\fcDowell at 11: �10
A. ir., which fixes the time of the meeting between
Generals l\rcDowell and Porter at the front as
after 11: 30.-EDITORS.
� Not mentioned by Jackson or any of the sub
onlinate commanders of either army. Jackson
appears to have received the attack in position
as stated l,y General Pope in the next sen
tence.- EDITORS.
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and a comfort to see him. In his death, two weeks afterward, during the
battle of South l\Iountaiu, when he led his troops with his usual gallautry
and daring, the Government lost one of its best and most promising officers.
Had he lived to see the encl of the war, he would undoubtedly have attained
one of the highest, if not the very highest position in the army. His superior
abilities were unquestioned, and if he laeked one single clement that goes to
make a perfect soldier, certainly it was not discovered before his death.
The troops were permitted to rest for a time, and to resupply themselves
with ammunition. From l: 30 to 4 o'clock P. l\I. very severe conflicts oecurred
repeatedly all along the line, and there was a continuous roar of artillery and
small-arms, with scarcely an intermission. About two o'cloek in the after
noon three discharges of artillery were heard on the extreme left of our liue
or right of the enemy's, and I for the moment, and naturally, believed that
Porter and .1\IcDowell had reached their positions and were engaged with the
enemy. I heard only three shots, and as nothing followed I was at a loss to
know what had become of these corps, or what was clelnying them, as before
this hour they should have been, even -with Ol'dinary marching, well up on
our left. Shortly afterward I received information that l\IcDowell's corps was
advancing to join the left of om· line by the Sndley Springs road, and would
probably he up within two hours [about 4 P. l\r.-EDITORs]. At 4:30 o'clock I
sent r. peremptory order to General Porter, who was at or near Dawkins's
Branch, about fom· or five miles distant from my headquarters, to push forward
at once into action on the enemy's right, and if possible on his rear, statiug
to him generally the condition of things on the field in front of me. At 5:30
o'elock, when General Porter should have been going into action in complj
ance with this order, I directed Heintzelman and Reno to attack the enemy's
left.. The attack was made promptly and with vigor and persistence, and the
left of the enemy was doubled back toward his center. After a severe and
bloody nction of an hour Kearny forced the position on the left of the enemy
and occupied the field of battle thern.
By this time General l\IcDowell bad arrived on the field, and I pushed his corps,
supported by Reynolds, forward at once into action aloug the ,Yanenton pike
toward the enemy's rh::ht, then said to be falling back This attack along the
pike was made by King's division near sunset; but, as Porter mncle no move
ment whatever toward the field, Longstreet, who was pushing to the front, was
able to extend his lines beyond King's left with impnnity, and King's attack
did not nccomplish what was expected, in view of the anticipated attack which
Porter -was ordered to make, and sboukl have been making at the same time.
From 5 o'clock in the clay until some time after dark the fighting all along
our lines was severe and bloody, and our losses were very heavy. To show
clearly the character of the battle 011 the :!,9th, I embody extracts from tho
official reports of General Lee, of General T. J. Jackson, and of Longstreet aml
Hill, who commanded the enemy's forces on that clay. I choose the reports
of the officers commanding against us for several reasons, but especially to
show Longstreet's movements and operations on the afternoon of the 29th of
August, when, it is alleged, he was held in check by Porter. General Lee says:
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THE BATTLE UF GP.OYETOX, AUliUST 2GTII, AS SEEN FR<>)! CENTREVILLE,

FRO)! A SKETCH lllADE AT THE TIME,

. "Generals .Tones and Wilcox birnuackecl that night [38th] east of the mountain; ancl
on the morning of the 39th the "·hole connnaml resumed the march, the sound of cannon at
JH:wa»sas announeing that Jackson was already engaged. Longstreet entered the turnpike
near Gaines,·ille, and, moYing· down toward GroYeton, the head of his column came upon the
fieltl in rear of the enemy's left, whieh hall already opened ,,ith artillery upon Jackson's right,
as previously described. He immediately placed some uf his batteries in position, lmt before he
coul,l complete bis dispositions to attack, the enemy withtlrew ; not, however, without loss from
our artillery. Longstreet took position on the right of Jackson, Hood's two brigades, supported
by Ernns, being llcployed across the turnpike1 at right angles to it. These troops were sup
ported on the left h)' three brigallcs umler General Wilcox, and by a light force on the right
undt>r Cleneral Kemper. D. R. ,Jones's diYision formed the extreme right of the line, resting on
thP l\Iauassas Gap railroad. Tlw l'aYah·y gnanlPd om· right and left flanks; that on the right
being umler General Stuart in 11erson. After the anival of Longstreet the enemy changed his
position and began to concentrate opposite Jackson's left, opening a brisk artillery fire, which
was respo11<led to with effect by some of General A. P. Hill's batteries. Colonel SValton placed
a pal't of his artillery upon a commalll1ing position between the lines of Generals Jackson and
Longstreet, h)· order of the latter, and engaged the enemy Yigoronsly for se,·eral honrs. Soon
afterward Gl·neral Stuart reportl'cl the approach of a large force from the direction of Bristoe
Station, threatening Longstreet's right. The brigades under General ·wilcox were sent to reen
force General ,Jones, but no serious attack was made, and :-tfter firing a few shot8 the enemy
with,1rew. While this demoustra tion ,vas being· made on our right, a large force aclvancetl to
assail tho left of Jackson's position, occupied hy the division of General A. P. Hill. The attack
was received hy his troops with their aecustomed steadiness, and tho battle rap;ed ·with great
fury. The 01wmy ,ms repeatedly repnlsecl, but again pressetl 011 to the attack with fresh troops.
Once he succeedetl in penetrating an interval between General Gregg's brigade, on the extreme
left, and that of General Thomas, but "·as quickly driven back with great slaughter by the 14th
South Carolina regiment, then in reserve, and the 4Dth Georgia, of Thomas's brigade. The
contest ,ms close and obstinate: the combatants sometimes delivering their fire at ten paces.
General (hegg, who was most expose,1, was reenforced b�· Hays's brigade under Colonel Forno,
and :mccessfully and gallantly resisted the attacks of the enemy, until, the ammunition of his
brigade being exhausted, and all his field-office1·s but two killed or wounded, it was relieved, after
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severn.l hours of severe fighting, hy Early's brigade and the 8th Louisiana regiment. General
Early llrovc the enemy back, with hcaYy loss, and pursued about two hundred yanls beyond the
line of battle, when he -was recalled to the position of the railroad where Thomas, PenL1er, and
Archer had firmly held their ground against eYery attack. While the battle was rnging on
Jackson's left, General Longstreet ordered Hood and Evans to iHlvance, but before the order
could be obeyed Hood was himself attacked, and his command at once became warmly engaged.
General ·wilco:s:: was recalled from the right and ordered to allYauce ou Hood':-; left, and one of
Kempe1·':-; brigades, under Colonel Hunton, moYecl forwanl on his right. The enemy was
repulsed by Hood after a severe contest, and fell back, closely followell by om· troops. The
battle continued until 9 P. 111., the enemy retrcatiug until ho reache(1 a strong position, which he
held with a large force. The darkness of the night put a, !-top to the engagement, and onr
troops 1·011i.-1,inecl in their advanccfl position until early next morning, when they wore withdrawn
to t.heix first line. One pie�e of artillery, several stands of colors, and a 1mmber of prisoners
were captured. Om· loss was severe in this engagement; Brigadier-Generals Field and 'Trim
ble, and Colonel Forno, commanding Ha. ys's bri
gade, were severely wonndecl, and several other
valuable officers killecl or disabled whose names
are mentioned in the accompanying reports."

General Jackson in his report, elated
April '.27th, 1863, says :

' l\Iy troops on this day wore <lis
tributecl along mlll in the vicinity of the cut of
an unfinished railroad (intended as a part of
the track to connect the l\Ianassas roall directly
with Alexandria), stretching from the ·warren
ton turnpike in the diredion of Sndley's :Mill.
It was mainly along the e:s:eavatiou of this un
finished road that my line of battle ,ms formel1
on the �9th: Jackson's cliYision, nmler Briga
dier-General Starke, m1 the right ; Ewell's
division, under Brigadier-Genernl Lawton, in
the center; and Hill's lfo"ision on the left. Iu
the morning, about 10 o'clock, tho :F\·dC'rnl
BRI::,ET )IAJ0R-GENEJ:AL cuYrn1: GR•n·En.'\
artillery opened ,Yith spu:it and animation
FRO)I A r110ToG1u1,11.
upon om· right, which was soon replied to by
the batteries of Pongue, Cnrpcntor, Dement, Brockenbrough, and Latimer, under :;\lnjor [L.
l\L] Shumaker. This lasted for some time, when the enemy moved around more to our left,
to another point of attack. His nc·xt effort was clu·ectecl against our left. This was Yigornnsly
1

'\ Botl1 on Fritl[l,y [tllll Saturday afternoon::; there
was desperate fighting abont the r:,ilroatl cut arnl
embankment opposite, and to the 1·ight of the site
of the b:tttle monnment (see map, p . .Jc ,:J). 011 Fri
day afternoon Gr0Ye1•'s brigade, of Hooker's tliYi;;
ion, here charged .Jackson'::; center befnre Kc>:uuy';;
successfnl and bloody charge on Jackson's left.
Gro,·er letl G regiments, altogether about i:,nn
men, and in 20 minutes lost -1SG, 01· nearly one
third of his command. In his report, General
G1•oyer says:
"I 1·0,le o,cr the tield in front as fur ns th<' position of
the c·11c111y woul<l admit. After risiug- the bill 111Hler
whil'll lllY conmiaull lay, fill open fiPl<I wns cutercll, aud
f1·om ouc c,lgc of it g-rucl uaUy fell off in 1<lope to u yullt-y,
throngh \\-hieh rnn u, ruilroall cmhanlrn1cnt. Bc:,oml this
embaukmcnt the forest. continued, aud the con·c·spoml
ing- hl'ights hoyoml were held hy tho enemy in force,
snppol'tell by urtillcry. At 3 P. m. 1 l'eceh'c<l au Ol'(ler to
advnnoc iu line of battle o,er this grouud, pass the
:1,

('lllhanh7llCUt, enter the Cllµ:c of tl10 woods 1>eyo11d, Ullll
llohl it. Dif!po,;itious for c,irryinp; ont suC'h 01''1,.rs were
in1111cdiut,0Jy ma,le. Pieces were loa,lt-ll. hayo11C't8 fix�d.
aull i11:;trudiow1 gin'u for tlw line to nwYe slo\\'ly upou.
the eucmy until it felt liitl fire. t.hcn dose npoll him rap
id]�-. tire olle well-,tirceted Yolley, uwl rely upon the
bayouet to sceu1·e the pnsitiou on the otbC'r sidC'. We
rnpillly aud firmlf preRsed upon the emha11lrn1eut, and
here oecunccl a �hurt, shnrp, Ullll oh�tiuatc haU<l-to
llanll C'onfliet with bayonets urnJ elub;Jell muskets.
::lfany of the enemy we1·c Jmyoneted iu their trad,s,
others istrueJ;: clown with tile butts of pil'l·cs. awl onward
p,·csscll our line. Ill a few yards more it wet n, terriule
lire from n, second liue, whif'b, iu its tuna, broke. The
Plll'lllY'il tl:Lir,1 liue now hore clown npou our thilllll'<l
rauks iu cloRe order, and RWcpt. huck the right ceuter
uud a portion of om· left. ·with the gullaut 16th ;\fassa
ellu�Ptts on onr left I tl'iecl to tnru bis 11uul,. but tho
hreuking of our right auil cf'ntcr an<l the weight of the
i'nemy's lines caused the nee.esi;ity of fultiu� bad,, first
to the emballloneµt, uud then to our first position,
bPhiucl which we rallied to our eolol'R."
EDITORS.
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repulsed by the batteries of Braxton, Crenshaw, and Pegram. About � o'clock P. l\L the
Federal infantry, in large force, advanced to the attack of our left, occupied by the cli-vision
of General Hill. It pressed forward in defiance of onr fatal and llestructive fire with great
determination, a portion of it crossing a cleep cut in the railroad track, and penetrating in
heav:v force an interval of nearly 175 yards, which separated the right of Gregg's from the left
of Tl.10rnas's brigade. For a short time Gregg's brigade, on the extreme left, was isolated from
the main body of the command. Ent the 14th Sonth Carolina regiment, then in reserve, ,-rith
the -!Uth Georgia, left of Colonel Thomas, attacked the exultant enemy with vigor and drove
them hark across the railroa<l track with great slaughter."

General Longstreet says iu his report, elated October 10th, 186�:
. . . "Earl)' on the :20th [Angnst] the columns [thnt had passed Thoroughfare and Hopewell
Gaps] were nnitml, am] the a<lvanee to join General Jackson was resumed. 'fhe noise of battle
was heard before we reached Gainesville. The march was quickened to the extent of our capacity.
The exeiternent of battle seemed to gi,·e new life and strength to our jaded men, and the head of
my column soon reached a position in rear of the enemy's left flank, and within easy cannon-shot.
'· On approaching the field some of Brigadier-General Hood's batteries were orderetl into posi
tion, and his <livision was deployed on the right and left of the turnpike, at right angles with
it, aml ,;npporte<1 hy Brigadier-General Evans's brigade. Before these batteries coultl open, the
0nemy discovered onr moYPments and withdrew his left. AnothPr battery (Captain Strihling's)
was placed upon a comnia11<1i11g position to my right. which played upon the rear of the enemy's
left and droYe him entirdy from that part of the field. Ile changed his front rapidly, so as to
11wPt the advance of Hood au<l EvanR.
" Three brigades, under General 1.Vilcox, ,,ere thrown forwar<l to the support of the left: and
three others, under General Kemper, to the support of the right of these commands. General D.
H. Jones's tlivision was placed upon the 1\Ianassas Gap railroad to the right, and en ccltelon with
regar<l to the last three brigades. Colonel Walton placed his batteries in a commanding position
between my line and that of General ,Jackson, and eng·aged the enemy for several hours in a
severe and successful artillery duel. At a late hour in the day J\Iajor-General Stuart reported
the approach of the enemy in heayy columns against my extreme right. I withd.rew General
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Wilcox, with his three brigades, from the left, and placed his command in positiou to support
Joues in case of an attack against my right. After some few shots the enemy withdl'ew his forces,
moving them around toward his front, and about 4 o'clock in the afternoon began to press
forward against General Jack ·on's position. "\Vilcox's brigades were moYecl back to their funner
position, ancl Hood's two brigades, supported l1y Evaus, were quickly pressed forward to the
attack. At the same time "\Vilcox's three brigades made a like adnrnee, as also Hunton's bri
gade, of Kemper's command.
"These mo\·ements were executed ·with commendable zeal and ability. Hood, supported by
Evans, made a gallant attack, ch-iYing the enemy haek till 9 o'clock at night. One piece of
artillery, several regimental standards, aud a number of prisouers were taken. The enemy's
eutiJ.·e force was fouud to be massed directly in my front, and in so strong a position that it was not
deemed advisable to move on against his immediate front; so the troops were quietly withdrawn
at 1 o'clock the follo,ring morning. The wheels of the captured piece were cut clown, and it ,rns
left on the ground. The enemy seized that opportunity to claim a ,ictory, and the Federal com
IDander was so imprudent as to dispatch his Government, by telegraph, tidings to that effed.
After withdra,,·iug from the attacl;, my troops were placed in the liue first oecupied, and in the
original order."

General A. P. Hill says in his report, elated February :25th, 186:3:
"Friday moruiug, in accordance -with orders from General Jackson, 1 occupied the
line of the unfillishecl raib·oall, my extreme. left resting near Sncliey Ford, my right near the
point where the road strikes the open field, Gregg, Field, and Thomas iu the front line ; Gregg
on the left and Field on the right; with Branch, Pender, and Archer as supports.
"The evident intention of the enemy this day wri,s to turn om· left and oYen,helm Jackson's
corps before Longstreet came up, and to accomplish this the most persistent and furious onsets
were made, by column after column of infantry, accompanied by nnmerons batteries of artillery.
Soon my reserves were all in, and up to 6 o:clock my division, assisted by the Louisiana bri
gade of General Ha)-s, commanded by Colonel Foi-no, with a heroic courage and obstinacy
almost be)·ond parallel, had met and repulsed six distinct au.cl separate assaults, a, portion of the
time the majority of the men being without a cartridge.
"The enemy prepared for a last and determinell attempt. Their senied masses, overwhelm
ing superiority of numbers, arnl bold bearing made the chances of victory to tremble in tho
balance; my own division exhausted hy senn honrs' m:iremitted fighting-, hardly one round per
man remaining, and weakened in all things saye its unconquerable spirit. Casting about for
help, fortunately it was here reportell to me that tl1e brigades of Generals Lawton and Early
were near by, and, sending to them, they promptly 1110,-ed to my front at the most opportune
moment, ancl this last charge met the same disastrous fate that had befallen those preceding.
Having received an order from General Jackson to endea,·or to avoid a general eugagement,
my commanders of brigades contented themselYes with repulsing the enemy and following them
up but a few hundred yards."

General J. E. B. Stuart says in his report, elated February �8th, 186:3:
. "I IDet with the head of General Longstreet's eolumn between Hay l\Iarket and Gaines
ville, and there communicated to the commanding general General Jackson's position and the
enemy's. I then passed the cavalry through the column so as to pbce it on Longstreet's right
flank, and advanced directly toward l\Iauassas, while the column kept directly down the pike
to join General Jackson's right. I selected a fine position for a battery on the right, and one
having been sent to me, I fired a few shots at the enemy's supposed position, which induced him
to shift his position. General Robertson, who, with his command, was sent to reconnoiter far
ther down the road toward l\[anassas, reported the enemy iu his front. Upon repairing to that
front, I found that Rosser's regiment was engaged with the enemy to the left of the road, and
Robertson's vedettes had found the enemy approaching from the direction of Bristoe Station
toward Suclley. The prolongation of his line of march would have passed through my position,
which was a very flue one for artillery as well as observation, and struck Longstreet iu flank. I
waited his approach long enough to ascertain that there was at least au army eorps, at the same
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COLLECTING TllE WOUNDED.

rn his " t:ecollectiouR of rt rrin,te" [see
''Tbe Ccntur.r" magazine fur January, 1S86]
\\'arr('n Lee Go.s s sa;p,: "At tbo encl of the first
!lay·� battle. A.ugmt- 29tlt, so soon a� the fighting ccn,ccl,
many songbt without. onkrs to rcseue comrades lying
wonmlctl het�Ycen the opp0Ri11g lines. Tb,·re S!'eme!l
to be nn 11n,lcrstamling l.lctwcc>n the men of both armies
thnt �11ch pnrti,·s Wl'rc not to l>o cli�tnrhcll iu tlleir
ntisRion of mere�·- .Utcr tile failnre of tl10 attempt of
Qro,l'r anti Kearny to carry tlH' railrna,l <'111hnntrn1ent, tile
Confederates fnl111wc1l their troops hack arnl forml'll rt line in th e.
edge of the woo1ls. "'lic·n the tire ltml died awn:, nlung the <l.u·kliug
w11ucls, little group� of 111c11 from the Uuion lines went Rtcalthily ahont, bringing in tlw \\'cHJUtlc<l from 1:10
expose<! positions. Dlanl,<'ls attached to poles or nmal,cts often se1Te<l as stretcllcrs to hear tl1e wnnndetl
to the amlmlances and Slll'g"('oU�. There was a grC'at lnel, lu·re of org-nnizc<l effort to 1·:trc for onr wonntlc,1.
\'t·hi<:les of ,nrion� kill(ls ,n•r<' prC'RS<·cl i.nto sernee. The rcmo,nl went on dnring the entire night, nncl til'e<l
1<ol<licrs were rouse,] from their i;Jmuhcrs by the plaiutirc c'l'ics of ('Olllt'a<les pns,;i11p; in thc l'<>111fortlcss Ychicles.
Tn nne i.nstnnce n, C'onfnl<-rate aml n, rnion i,olclier wcr,· fo11111l !'11ecring <'nelt other on tl,e field. Tiley were pnt
into tl1c same Yirginin form-en rt all!! ar-nt to tltc rcnr, talliing nm! gro:ming iu frnkrunl �lrn1>nthJ-.''

time keeping detachments of casalry dragging lJrush do,1-n the road from the direction of

GainesYille, so as to deceive the enemy,-a ruse which Porter's report shows was snccessful,-and
notified the commanding general, then opposite me on tho tm·npike, that Longstreet's flank and
rl'ar were seriously threatencll, and of the importance to ns of the ridge I then hl'hl. Immedi
at(•ly upon the receipt of that intelligence, Jenkn1s's, Kemper's, and D.R. Jones's brigades, and
�L·Yeral l)ieces of artillery ,,ere onlered to me by General Longstreet, and, being place,1 in posi
tion fronting Bristoe, awaited the enemy's achance. After exchanging a few shots with rifle
pieees this corps withdrew to-ward Manassas, leaving artillery and supports to hold the position
until night. Brigadi0r-General Fitz Lee returned to tho vicinity of Sudley, after a very successful
expedition, of -which his official report has not been received, and -was instructed to cooperate,
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with Jackson's left. Late in the afternoon the artillery on this collllllanding ridge was, to an
important degree, auxiliary to the attack upon the enemy, and .Jenkins's brigade repulsed the
enemy in handsome style at one rnlley, as they advanced acro::;s a corn-field. Thus the day
ended, our lines having considerably adYanced."'

,Yhat would haYe been the effect of the application on the eneruy's right at,
or any time after, 4: o'clock that afternoon of ten or tweh'e thousand effectiv-e
men who had not been in lJattle at all, I do not myself consider doubtful.
In this battle the Fifth Corps, under General F. J. Porter, took no part
whateYer, but remained all clay in eolnnm, without e\·en deploying into line
of battle or making any effort in force to find out what was in their front.*
That General Porter knew of the progress of the battle on his right, and that
he belieYecl the Union army was being defeated, is shown lJy his own dis
patches to J\IcDow·ell, seYeral times repeated chu·ing the clay. That subjoined
will be sufficient :
"GEXERALS McDow·ELL A.."\"D Kl:xG: -I found it impossible to communicate by crossing the
woods to GroYeton. The enemy are in great force on this road, and as they appear to ha,e
driven om· forces back, the :ffre of the enemy having ach·anced and ours reti.J:ed, I ha\·e deter
mined to withcb·aw to l\Ianassas. I have attempted to co1U1Uunicatc with }IcDow·cll and Sigel,
but my messengers have 111U into the enemy. They have gathered artillery all(l ca,alry and
infanfry, and the advancing masses of dust show the enemy corning in force. I am now going
to the head of the column to see what is passing and bow affairs are going. and I will comllluni
cate ,,ith you. Had you not better send your h'ain back ?
·• F. J. PORTER, }Iajor-General."'

Rot the artillery only, but the ,·olleys of musketry in this battle were also
plainly heard on then· right and front hy the adYance of Porter's troops mueh
of the day. In consequence of his belief that the arm:· on his right was being
defeated, as stated in more than one of these clispatche�, he informed General
:McDowell that he intended to retire to Manassas, and achisecl ::\IcDowell to
send hack his trains in the sawe direction.
For this action, or non-action, he has been on the one hand likened to Bene
dict Arnold, and on the other fa\·orably compared with George ,Yashingion.
I presume he w·oulcl not accept the first position, an,l probably- won1c1 hardly
la:· claim to the second. Certainl:� I haYe not the inclination, eYen had I the
po-wer, to assign hiw to either or to any position between the two; and if be
\"\ere alone concerned in the question, I should make no comment at all on
the subject at this clay. ::\fany others than hiwself and the result of a battle 1
howe\·er, are inYoh·ecl in it, and tlrny do not permit silence when the "'econd
battle of Bull Run is discussed. \\�ithout going into the merits of the case,
which has been obscured and confused by so many and such n1l'iec1 contro
versies, I shall confine myself to a bare statement of the facts as the:· are
kno-wn to me personally, or communicated offidally by officers of rank and
standing, and by the official reports of both armies engaged in the battle.
General Porter was tried by court-martial a few months after the battle and
w·as cashiered. The reasons gfren hr him at the time for his faihu·e to go
into action, or take any part in the battle, were: first, tlrnt he considered hiw
self nuder General :McDowell's ol'ders, who told him that they were too far to

*

For another account of Porter's action see "The Fitz .John Porter Case," to follow.-EDITORS.

THE SECOND BATTLE OF BULL RUN.
SECOND BATTLE OF BULL RUN
POSITIONS OFTROOPS
AUG.30,1862.
)/I\,

'�--�·
,I' _,..,,.
,I',- ,f;c, ,

;/�c�
·�
f�
i<,_,,"1-,,0,,
.,,:-•,~

e�•

✓

7(:p;

FIRST .\ND LAST POSITIONS IN TIIE FIGilTING OF AUGUST 30TH,

Dnring tlie nssa.nlt lly Portcr'R corps and King'R diYis
ion, .Jnekson'R forces wnrc hehinu tbe nnfinisltC>d rnil
way. \\'ltcn tltrtt assault. faileu, tltP ll i1i01tists north of
tbl' tnmpikc were att,irkcd J,y
0 tlte hrkndcs of Feather
ston nlHl l'ry11r (of \\'ikoxl, wbicb wcrf'':wting with some
of ,Ja.clrson's troopR arnl ""ith one hrigwle of II011!l. ""il
cnx, wit.lt ltie own prop<'r l>rigadc, pn.�-Rcd fai• to the right

and fought bis way to nu :ulYnnced position, after EvanR
nrnl D. R.Jones lwd rornpclled Sigel and l\leDowcll to
loo�en tltPil' hol,1 on a.])(1 Wf'St of Bald Hill. [.NOTE.
'rower, )Iilroy, nrnl l\IcLenn, on tltc map, shonlcl he plal'l'<l
more to the enst on n:111 near Bnl,1 Hill.] At darl, tile
Confederates We're Rorncwhnt in adya nee of tlic positiolls
irnliente.d on the map.-EDITOHS.

tho front for a battle; anc1, second, thnt the enemy was in such heavy force
in his front that he would have been defeated hncl ho attacked. General
1\IcDowell statetl before the court-martial that, so far from saying that they
wore too far to the front for battle, he directed General Porter before leaving
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him to put his corps into the action where he ,Yas, and that he (l\1cDowe1l)
would moYe farther to the right and go into the battle there. Upon Porter
remarking that he conld not go in there without getting into a fight, 2.IcDowell
replied, "I thought that was what we came here for."
General J. E. B. Stuart, ,Yho eommanded the ca;vnlry in Lee's army, tells
iu his official report above quoted prec-isely ,Yhat was in General Porter's
front, and what means he took to produce upon General Porter the impression
that there were heavy forces in front of him and mlvancing toward him.
General Porter certainly made uo reconuoissance in force to ascertain whether
or not there ,Yas a heavy force iu his front; and Stuart's report makes it
quite certain that, at the time referred to
by him, Porter could easily ha ,·e moYed
forward from Dawkins's Bmnc-h and
seized the ridge on which are the Hamp
ton Cole and :Jionroe houses, from ,Yhich
he would have had n complete view of
the field from right to left. Not only this,
but his occupation of that ridge w·ould
have connected him closely w·ith our left
and ab olutely prevented Longstreet from
forming on Jacksou's right until he had
dislodged Porter, which woulll have oc
cupied him too long to luwe permitted
the effectiYe use of his troop for any
other plll·pose, and certainly for the ad
vance which he subsequently made against
Olll' left. Longstreet now a,sserts that he
)IA-IOR-GE�ERAL GEORGE �YKES.
was in front of Porter with part of his
Ff:Q_'1 A PIIOTOGrt.\Pll.
corps at some indefinite hour of the cla)',
Yariously fixed, but according to him by 11 o'clock in the morniug, abont
the time that Porter's corps reached Dawkins's Branch. He further asserts,
somewhat extravagantly, that if Porter hacl attacked he (Longstreet) would
have annihilated him. He seems to have thought it a simple matter to anni
hilate an army corps of ten or twelve thousand men, mneh of which was
composed of regular troops, but perhaps his sfotemeut to that effect "·ould
hardly be accepted by military men. If such an assertion made by a corps
commander of one army is sufficient reason for a corps commander of the
opposing army not to attack, eYen nuder orders to do so, it is hard to see
how any general commanding an army conld direct a battle at all; awl cer
tainly if snch assertions as Longstreet's are considered reliable, there wonld
have been no battle fought in om· ch7.l war, since they conld easily have been
had from either side in advance of any battle that was fonght.
It seems pertinent to ask why General Long treet did not annihilate
Porter's corps during the clay if it were so easily in his power to do so. It is also
proper to suggest that it would have required a long time and all of his force
to do this annihilating business 011 such a corps as Porter's; and in that case,
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what would have become of Jackson's right deprived of Longstreet's active
support, which barely enabled Jackson to hold the ground that afternoon,
Longstreet him. nlf falling back at least a mile from onr front at 1 o'clock that
night after several honrs of severe fighting 1
I shall not discuss the various statements coucerning the time of Long
street's arrival on the field. That he may have been there in persou at the
hour he mentions is of course possible; lmt that his corps was with him, that
it ,-ras in line of battle at any snch hour, or was in any snch condition to fight
as Porter was, cnn neither be truthfully asserted nor snccessfnlly maintained.
,Vlrntever Pol'tor supposed to be Longstreet's position, however, in no respect
touches his ohligation to moYe forward under the circumstances and force
Longstreet to develop what he really Imel, which he (Porter) certainly did
not know and had taken no measures to kno,L The severn fighting on his
right, ·which he heard and interpreterl into n defeat for the Union army, did
not permit him to rest idle on the field with his ti-oops in cohimn :mcl with no
sufficient effort even to find out a1iythiug of the field in front of him.
If a mere impression that the enemy is in lH.'avy force and that an attack
or further aclrnnce might be hazardous is a sufficient reason for a corps com
mander to keep out of a battle, raging in his hearing, especially ,vhen he
thinks that his friends nre being clefen,tc•cl, it i::, extremely difficult to see how
any anny c·omnrn,nder would venture to engage in bn,ttle n,t all, unless ho
could ascertain in al1vance n,nd keep himself acquainted during the clay with
the impressions of his corps commanders about the propriety of going into
tho battle. Certninly Porter did not know at that time that Longstreet was
in his front, arnl his non-action was based on fancy, and not on miy fact
that be knew.
Bnt wlwrever Lougstreet was in the morning, it is certain that nt -:l: o'clock
that cby, or about .J. o'clock, according to his own official report, he withclrew
the brgcr part of his force and advanced to .Tackson's right flank to resist the
last attack of the Union army on Jackson's line, and that for several hours he
was engaged in n severe battle on onr left, utterly ignoring Porter and pre
senting his right flank to Porter's attack during that whole time. He seems
also to have entirely forgotten that ho was "held in check," as he 'IYas goocl
natnred enough to say he was years aftenvanl. During these long honrs
General Porter still remn,ined idle with his corps in column, and many of
them lying on the ground, for ease of position probably, as they wei·e not
under fire.
'raking the enemy's own account of the battle that afternoon, which ln,sted
seYeral homs, and its result, it is not nnrensonable to say that, if General
Porter had attacked Longstreet's right with ten or twelve thousand men while
the latter wns thus engagocl, the effect would lrnve been conclusiYe. Porter's
case is the first I have ovor known, or that I find recorded in milifary history,
in which the theory has been seriously put forth that the hero of a battle
is the man who kePps out of it. ,Vith this theory in successful operation,
war wm be sti·ippec1 of most of its tenors, and a 'pitched bn,ttle need not be
mnch more dangerous to human life than a militia, muster.
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When the battle ceased on the :29th of August, we were in possession of the
field on our right, and occupied on our left the position held early in the day,
and had every right to claim a decided success. What that success might
have been, if a corps of twelve thousand men "·ho had not bee11 in battle that
clay had bee11 throw11 agai11st Longstreet's right 11hile engaged in the seYcre
fight that afternoon, I need not indicate. To say that General Porter's non
action during that whole clay ,;yas wholly unexpected and disappointing,
and that it provoked severe comment on all
hands, is to state the facts mildly.
Every indication during the night of the
29th and np to 10 o'clock on the morni11g of
the 30th pointed to the retreat of the enemy
from our front. Paroled prisoners of our own
army, taken on the eve11ing of the :29th,
who came into our lines
on the mor11i11g of the 30th,
reported the enemy retreat
i11g chni11g the ,,hole 11ight
rn the direction of and
along the ,Varreuton pike
(a fact since confirmed by Long
street's report).* Generals l\IcDow
ell a11Cl Heintzelman, who reconnoi
tered the position held hy the enemy's
left on the evening of the 2!)th, also )IO�miEXT To THE mwx 1-o1.mi-:r:s wno FELL AT
GRonTo� ..\UGusT '.!s. '.!(), A�" 3o, 1st:'.!. mo),
confirmed this statement. They· re.A PIIOTOGR.-\PH T.AKEX SOOX .AFTER THE
MoxmmxT w.-1.s Er:EcTED 1x 1s65.
ported to me the evacuation of these
This ne'.\· is taken from tile ('(lg!' of the rnilwny cut.,
positions by the enemy, a11cl that lool;:ing
toward tile Union lines. Tl!r shaft iti ,if hrown
there was e,·ery inclicatio11 of their sandstone, aml in design and rnaterial j,; like ti!<' lllOJlllrnent erected on tile Henry l!ill at tile smue tirne. The
. the direction of G,a1nesv1l
. le. sl!ot
•
retreat 111
ancl s\Jcll that Wl'l'f' tixetl with llJOl't:1r to tl!e llase
·
all(] to the top of tile shaft, anc1 eYerr Yestig-e of tl!e
0 ll tl18 lUOrlllllg Of t}le tJ9Qtb , as Inay be inelosinp:
fenee, ham l)een earrietl off lly relie-huntPrs.
Iu l\Iay, 1884, tile 111on11ment was partly hi,ltlcn l>y tile
easily belieYecl, our troops, who had four
c-Yergreens ,,llich were plantetl nt tile cornerR.
been 1narching a11cl fighting ahnost Tile fie!,! hcl,ind tl!c railwa�' cut arnl hehind tl!e
cmllankrneHt, cast of tl!e cnt, was PYPH tl!en i;;trcwn
eonti11nously for many clays, were with tl!e tins of enrtri<lgc•llOXCS, l'llf'tf camp utensils,
gl'eatly exhausted. They had l1ad and bits of brol;:en acconterments.-EDITOHS.
little to eat for two clays, and artillery and cavalry horses had been in lrnrness
and under the saddle for ten days, and had been almost ont of forage for the
last two clays. It may be readily imagined how little these troops, after sur-h
severe labors a11d hardships, ,,rnre in condition for fnrther active marchi11g a11Cl
fighting. On the :28th I had telegraphed General Halleck our comlition, and
had begged of him to have rations and forage sent forward to us from Alex
andria with all speed; but about daylight 011 the 30th I received a note from

*

Acconling to General Longstreet's :mcl other
Couferlerate reports, their troops withdrew at i1ight
to their line of battle of the clay, occupying the
same positions and in the same order. General
Pope's orders for the 30th directed that the corps

of ::\IcDowell, Heintzelman, ancl Porter, with the
necessary caYalry, should moYe "forward in pur
suit of the enemy," and "press him vigorously all
clav." The eommancl of the pmsuit ·was assigned
to ·General l'.lfoDowell.-EDITORS.
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General Franklin, written by diTection of General l\IcClellan, informing me
that rations and forage would be loaded into the available wagons and cars
at Alexandria as soon as I should send back a cavalry escort to guard the
trains. Snch a letter, when we v.ere fighting the enemy and when Alexandria
was full of troops, needs no comment. Our cavalry was well-nigh broken
down completely, and certainly we were in no condition to spare troops
from the front, nor could they have gone to Alexandria and returned within
the time by which wo must have had provisions and fornge or have fallen
back toward supplies; nor am I able to understand of what use ca-valry conld
be to guard railroad trains. It was not until I received this letter that I
began to be hopeless of any sucressful issue to our operations; but I felt it to
be my duty, notwithstanding the broken-down condition of the forces under
my command, to bold my position. I bad received no sort of information of
any troops coming for-i,yard to reenforce me since the :24th, and did not expect
on the moming of the 30th that any assistance would reach me from the
direction of Washington, hnt I determined again to give battle to the enemy
and delay as long as possible his farther advance toward Washington. I
accordingly prepared to renew the engagement.
General Porter, with whose non-action of the day before I was naturally
dissatisfied, had been peremptorily ordered that night to report to me in per
son with his corps, and arrived on the field early in the morning. His corps
had been reenforced by Piatt's brigade of Sturgis's division, and was esti
mated to be about twelve thousand strong; but in some hitherto unexplained
manner one brigade J of his (Porter's) COl'ps had straggled off from the corps
and appeared at Centreville during the day. ,Vith this straggling brigade
was General l\Iorell, commander of the division to which it belonged.
This brigade remained at ContreYille all clny, in sight and sound of the bat
tle in which the corps to which it belonged was engaged, bnt made no move
to join it or to approaeh the field of battle. On the contrary, the brigade
commamler made requisition for ten thousand pairs of shoes 011 one of my
aides-de-camp who was at Centreville in charge of the headquarters train.
The troops under General Sturgis and General A. Sauders Piatt had followed
this brigade by a misunderstanding of the situation i lmt the moment they
found themselYes away from the battle these two officers, Yl'ith true soldierly
spirit, passed l\Iorell and brought their commnnds to the field and into the
battle, where they rendered gallant and distinguished senices.
Between 1� and � o'clock during the day I ac1vancerl Porter's corps, sup
ported by King's division of l\IcDowell's corps, and supported also on their
left by Sigel's corps nncl Reynolds's division, to attack the enemy along the
\Varrenton pike. At the same time the corps of Heintzelmau and Reno on
our right were directed to push forward to the left aud front toward the pike
and attack the enemy's left flank. For a time Ricketts's division of l\fcDowell's
corps was placed in support of this movement. I was obliged to assume the
J Griffin's brigade. Griffin testified that he was moved thence toward the battle-field about 5 P. l\I.
or,leretl by General Morell to follow Sykes, who He fouud the road blocked, and the bridge over
was supposed to have gone to Centreville. Griffin Cub Run brokeu.-EDITORS.
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aggressive or to fall back, as from want of provisions I was not able to await
an attack from the enemy or the result of any other movement he might
make.
Every moment of delay increased the odds against us, and I therefore
pushed forward the attack as rapidly as possible. Soon after Porter advanced
to attack along the Warrenton pike and the assault was made by Heintzel
man and Reno on the right, it became apparent that the enemy was massing
his forces as fast as they arrived on the right of Jackson, and was moving
forward to force our left. General l\IcDowell was therefore directed to recall
Ricketts's division from our right, and put it so as to strengthen 0111· left thns
threatened.
Porter's corps was repulsed after some severe fighting, and began to retire,
and the enemy advancing to the assault, onr whole line was soon furiously
engaged. The main attack of the enemy was made against om· left, but was
met with stubborn resistance by the divisions of Schenck and Reynolds, and
the brigade of :Milroy, who were soon reenforced on the left by Ricketts's
division. The action was severe for several honrs, the enemy bringing up
heavy reserves and pouring mass after mass of his troops 011 onr left. He
was able also to present at least an equal force all along onr line of battle.
Porter's corps was halted and re-formed, and as soon as it was in condition it
was pushed forward to the support of our left, where it rendered distinguished
service, especially the brigade of regulars under Colonel (then Lientenant
Colonel) Buchanan.
:McLean's brigade of Schenck's division, which was posted in observation
on our left flank, and in support of Reynolds, became exposed to the attack
of the enemy on onr left when Reynolds's division was drawn back to form
line to support Porter's corps, then retiring from their attack, and it was
fiercely assailed by Hood and Evans, in greatly superior force. rrhis brigade
was commanded in person by General Schenck, the division cornrnander, nncl
fought with supreme gallantry and tenacity. The enemy's attack was repulsed
several times with severe loss, bnt he retm·ned again and again to the assault.
It is needless for me to describe the appearance of a man so well known to
the country as General R. C. Schenck. I have only to say that a more gal
lant and devoted soldier never lived, and to his presence and the fearless
exposure of his person during these attacks is largely clue the protrncted
resistance made by this brigade. He fell, badly wounded, in the front of his
command, and his loss ,vas deeply folt and hacl a marked effect on the final
result in that part of the field.
Tower's brigade of Ricketts's di.vision was pnshecl fonvard to his support,
and the brigade was led by General Tower in person with conspi.cnous gal
lantry. The conduct of these two brigades and their commanders in plain
view of our whole left was especially distinguished, and called forth hearty
and enthusiastic cheers. Their example was of great service, and seemed to
infuse new spirit into the troops that witnessed their intrepid conduct.
I have always considered it a misfortune to the country that in this action
General Tower received a severe wound which disabled him from active
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service. He is a man of very superior abilities, zealous, and full of spirit
and elan, and might easily have expected to se1Te his country in a much
higher position than the one that he held on that field.
Reno's corps was withdrawn from our right center late in the afternoon
and thrown into action on our left, where the assaults of the enemy were per
sistent and unintermitting. Notwithstanding the disadvantages under which
we labored, our troops held their ground ,vith the utmost firmness and obsti
nacy. The loss on both sides was heavy. By dark onr left had been forced
back half or three-fourths of a mile, but still remained firm and unbroken
and still held the Warrenton pike on our rear, while our right was also driven
back equally far, but in good order and without coufnsiou. At dark the
enemy took possession of the Sudley Springs road, and was in position to
threaten our line of communication via stone bridge. After G o'clock in the
eYening I learned, accidentally, that Franklin's corps had arrived at a point
about 4 miles east of Centreville, or 13 miles in our rear, and that it was only
about 8000 strong. [But see General Franklin's statement, p. 539.]
The result of the battle of the 30th convinced me that we were no longer
able to hold our position so far to the front, and so far away from the abso
lute necessaries of life, suffering, as were men and horses, from fatigue and
hunger, and weakened by the heavy losses in battle. About 8 o'clock in the
evening, therefore, I sent written orders to the corps commanders to withdraw
leisurely to Centreville, and stated to them what route each shonld pursue
and where they should take po�ition at and near Centreville. General Reno,
with his corps, was ordered to take post to cover this movement. The with
<lTawal was made slowly, quietly, and in good order, no attempt whatever
being made by the enemy to obstruct om· mo,;emeut. A division of infantry,
with its batteries, was posted to cover the crossing of Cub Run.

*

Captain William H. Powell, of the 4th Regular
Infantry, in a letter to '' The Century," dated Fort
Omaha, Nebraska, JI.Iarch 12th, 18S5, thus de
scribes the retreat upon Washington and McClel
lan's reception by his old army:
"T!Je last Yolley !Jad been firerl, ancl as night fell upon
us the division of regulars of Porter's corpH was ordered
to retire to Centreville. 1t had fought hard on the ex
treme left to preserve the line of retreat by the turnpike
and the stone hridge. ,Ye were gloomy, despondent, ancl
about 'tired out'; we bad not bacl a change of clothing
from the 14th to the 31st of August, anrl hacl lief'n liYing,
in the worcls of the men. on 'salt horse.' 'hard-tack,' aml
• chicory juice.' As we tiled from the battle-field into tbe
turnpike lPading over the stone bridg-e, we came upon a
group of mounted officers, one of whom wore a peculiar
style of bat which bacl been Reen on tbe field that day,
nncl which bad heen the occasion of a great deal of com
ment in the ranks. .As we passer! tbPse officers, tbe one
wit!J the peculiar bat eallecl out iu a loull voice:
"• "'bat troops are these 7'
"' The regulars,' anRwered somebody.
"' Second Division, Firth Corps,' replied another.
"' Go,l bless them! they saved the army,' arlrlf'cl the
officer, solemnly. ·we learned that be was General lr,in
l\TcDowell.
".As we neared tbe bridge we came upon confusion.
l\Ien singly and in detachments were minglecl with ,mt
lers' wagons, artillery, caissons, supply wagons, and
ambulances, each striYing to get ahead of the other.
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Yebicles rushed through organizer! bodies, and broke the
columns into fragments. Little uetacltments gathered
by tbe roadsillc, after crossing the bri,lge, crying out
t!Je numbers of their regiments as a gniclP to scattered
comrades.
".Ancl what a uiglit it was! Dark, gloomy, ancl be
clouderl hy tbP volumes of smoke which bad riRen from
tbe battle-field. To our disgust with the situation was
added the discomfort of a steady rain setting in after
nightfall. ,Yitb many threats to reckless o.rivcrs, ancl
through the untiring efforts of our officers,-not !mow
ing ho"·• when, or where we should meet the enemy
again,-we manager! to 11rc•servc our organization in
tact, keeping ont of tbe roa,1 a� much as possible, in
order to avoid mingling with others. In this way we
arriYerl at Centrvvillc soml' time before midnight, and
on tbe rnorning of the 31st of August we were placed
in the old Cm::.feclcrate earth-works surrounding that
village to await <levelopments.
"It was Sunday. The morning was cold allfl rainy;
eYerytbing bore a look of sadness in unison with our
feelings. All about were the disjcc/(t mcmbm of a shat
tered army; bere ,;yere stragglers plodding through the
mnd. inquiring for their regiments; little squads, just
isRuingfrorn their shelterless bivouac on tbe wet ground;
wago;s wreelrcd anrl forlorn; balf-forrnecl regiments,
par·t of the men with gunR and part w:itbont; wanderers
clriven in hy the patrols; while every one you met bad an
unwashed, slePpy, clowncast aspect, ancl lookecl :is if be
would like to bide bis bead somewhere from all tbe world.
"During the afternoon of Sept. 1st, a council of war
was belcl in the bivouac of the regular division, at which
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The exact losses in this battle I am unable to give, as the reports from
corps commanders only indicated the aggregate losses since August 22d, but
they ·were very heavy. [See "Opposing Forces," p. 497.-EDITORs.]
Before leaving the field I sent orders to General Banks, at Bristoe Station,
where the railroad was broken, to destroy the cars and snch of the stores
as he conld not take off in the wagon trains, and join me at Centreville. I
had previously sent him instructions to bring off from WaITenton Junction
and Bristoe Station all of the ammunition and all of the sick and wounded
who conld bear transportation, throwing personal baggage and property out
of the regimental trains, if necessary, for the purpose.
At no time during the 29th, 30th, or 31st of August was the road bet-ween
Bristoe and Centreville interrnpted by the enPmy. '11he orders will show conclu
sively that e-very arrangement was made in the minutest detail for the security
of onr wagon train and supplies; and General Banks's snbseqnent report to
me is positiYe that none of the wagons or mules were lost. I mention this
matter merely to answer the wholly unfounded statements made at the time,
and repeated often since, of our loss of wagons, mules, and supplies.
I arrived personally at Centreville about 9 or 10 o'clock that night [the
30th]. The next moming the -v arious corps were posted in the old intrench
ments in and around Centreville, and ammunition trains and some supplies
were brought up dnriug the clay and distributed. ,Ve spent that ·whole day
resting the men and resupplying them with ammunition and pro-visions as
far as our means permitted.
Franklin's corps arrived at Centreville late on the afternoon of the 30th ;
Sumner's the next day. ,Vhat was then thought by the Government of onr
operations np to this time is shown in the snbjoined dispatch:
I 11otil'r•1l nll the prominent gen<'rn!R of that nrmy. It
waR n. long one., aml appn.rl'ntly not ove.r•ple.n.Hant, if
one mightjnc lge. of it hy the expressions on the. faces of
tlw officers when they separntecl. The information it
cll'Yeloped, ltow,•Yf'r, -wns that the enemy wns betwcl'n
the Army of the. rotomnc aiul Wn�hington; that Kcnrny
wns then engngPcl with him nt Chantilly, nnd that we
must fall bnd: townrcl the ,lefenRCS of the eity. Dejec
tion <liHappeared, aetiYity tool, the place of immobility,
nncl W<'- were rcn,ly ngain to renew the contest. Ent
who was to he onr len,1Pr7 ancl where were we to fight1
ThoRc were the q11estio11s thnt sprnng to onr lips. We
ha,l been orc lcre,1 to keep onr cnm1,-fires hnrning
brightly nntil •tattoo•; nrnl then, after the roll� ha,l
hecu eallecl, we fitole awny-out into n gloomy night,
mn<le more df'solate hy the glare of clying emhers. Noth
ing occnrrecl to tlistnrh onr mnreh; we nrrivcd at Fnir
fax Conrt Honse early on the morning of the 2d of
Rcptemher. At this point W<' were turned off on the roarl
to -V.'nsbington, an<t went into lliYmrnc. IIPrc nil sorts
of rmnors reaelwd us; hnt, tirP<l out from the wenry
night mnrch, onr hlnnk<'ts were soon spread on the
gronn<l, anrl we enjoyed an afternoon nncl night of corn
paratiYe rcposf'.
"Ahout 4 o'elock on the next nfternoon, from a prom
inent point, we ,lcscried in the clistnncc the clome of the
Capitol. Wn wonl<l be there nt lL•nst in time to dcfernl
it! DarkncsH cnmc npon 11s n.rnl still we mnrched. As the
night wore nn, we. fonn cl nt encb halt tbnt it was more
nn<l mor<'. difficult to nronsf' thP men from the sl<'Pp into
which they wonl,1 fall apparently ns soon as they tonche,l
the grnnnd. During one of these halts, while Colon<>!
Enehn.nrm, the hriga,lc commander, was resting n. littl<'
off the rond, some distnnce iu advance of the hen.cl of

the colnnm, it being stnrligbt, two horsemen enmc down
the roac l townrd 11s. I thought I obser,etl a familinr
form, and, turning to Colonel Bnclrnnnn, said:
"' Colonel, if 1 did not know that General i\[cClellnn
had been relieved of nil cornman<l, I sbonlcl say thnt hP
was one of thnt party,' adding immediately, 'I <lo really
lJelicvc it is he!'
"' Nonsense,' said the colonel; 'whnt would GPnernl
l\IcClellnn he doing ont in thiH lonely pince, at tbi� time
of night, withont an escort·?'
"The twn horsemen pnssed on to where the men of the
column were lying, standing, or sitting, nll{l were soon
lost in the sbnclowy gloom. Ent n. frw moments bn,l
elapRe<l, however, when Captnin John D. Wilkins, of
the 3c l Infnntry (now colonel of the 5th) came running
towar,l Colnnf'l Dnf'bannn, crying out:
"'Colonel! Colonel! Genernl l\IcClellan iA here!'
"The enliRtecl men enngbt the wnncl! WhoeYer wnR
nwnke n-ronsf'd his neighbor. Eyes wPre rnbbed, nrnl
those. tired fellows, ns the news pnssecl tlnwu the column,
jumped to their feet, nnd sent np snch a hurrnh ns the
Army of the Potomac bad ncYer benrcl hefore. Shout
upon sbont went ont into the RtillneAs of the night; nn cl
as it was tnkcn np nlong the roa<l nnd repcntetl hy regi
ment, i1rignde, diviRion, nml eorpR, W<' eonld benr the
roar dying awn.y in the 1listnnre. The effect of this mnn's
preArnec upon the Army of the Potomnc-in sunshine
or rain, in clnrkn<>ss or in dnyligbt, in victor.\' or clefent
-wns clectrieal, nnd too wondnrful to make it worth
while nttempting to giyc n reason for it. J1rnt two weeks
from this time this defented army, under the leadership
of lllcClellnn, won the battles of Sontb l\Iountnin n.nd
Antietnrn, lrnnng mnrcbe<l ten dnys out of the two
weeks in order to do it,"
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\VASHING'rON, August 31st, lSG:2. 11 A. u.
You have done nob}�,. Don't yield another inch if you can avoid it.
All reserves are being sent forwal'd. . . . I am doing all I can for you and ?Olll' noble
army. God bless you and it. . . .
H. "\V. HALLECK, General-iu-ehief.
MY DEAR GENERAL:

The enemy's cavalry appeared in front of Cnb Run that morning, but mncle
no attempt to attack. Onr cavalry, under Buford and Bayard, was com
pletely broken down, and both of these
officers reported to me that not fl.ye
horses to the company could be forced
into a trot. No horses whatever bad
reached us for remounts since the be
ginning of operations. It was imprac
ticable, therefore, to use the cavalry as
cavalry to coyer our front "·itb pick
ets or to make reconnoissances of the
enemy's front.
This paper would be incomplete in
deed did it fail to contain some short,
if entirely insufficient, tribute to that
most gallant and loyal soldier, Jolm
Buford. I remember very well how
surprised I ·was when I was first placed
in command of the Army of Virginia
that General Buford, then onl�· a major
in the inspector-general's department,
)IA,,oR-GExEndL nonERT c. scuExci-.
FR0�1 A PllornGR\PII.
reported to me for dnty as inspector.
I asked him how he conld possibly remain in such a pm,ition while a great
war was going on, and what objections he eoulcl have (if he had any) to being
placed in a command in the field. He seemed hurt to think I could have even
a doubt of bis wish to take the field, and told me that he had tried to got a
command, but was without influence enough to accomplish it. I went at
once to the Secretary of "\Vnr and begged him to lrn-ve l\Iajor Buford
appointed a brigadier-general of volunteers and ordered to report to me
for service. The President was good enough to make the appointment,
and certainly a better one was never made. Buford's coolness, his fine judg
ment, and his splendid courage were known of all men who had to do with
him; but besides, and in addition to these high qualities, he acquired in a
few months, through his presence and manner, an influence over men as
remarkable as it was useful. His quiet dignity, covering a fiery spirit and a
military sagacity as far-reaching as it was accurate, made him i.n the short
period of his active service one of the most rnspected and trusted officers
in the service. His death, brought about by disease contracted during the
months of active service and constant exposure, was widely lamented m
the army.
On the morning of the 1st of Sept.ember I directed General Sumner to
push forward a reconnoissance toward Little River pike, ·which enters the
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Warrenton pike at Fn,irfa:s:, with two brigades, to ascertain if the enemy was
making any movement towarci. our right by that road. 'l'he enemy was found
moving again slowly toward the right, heavy columns lllOYiug along the
Little RiYer pike in the direction of Fairfax. This lllOVelllent had become
so developed by the afternoon of that day, and was so evidently directed to
turn our right, that I made the necessary disposition of troops to fight a
battle between the Little River
pilrn aud the road from Fairfax to
Centreville. General Hooker was
se11t earl�T int he afternoon to Fair
fax Conrt Honse, and directed to
coneentrate all the troops in that
vicinity and to push forward to
Germantmn1 with his advance.
I instrncted McDowell to move
along the road from Centreville
toward Fairfax Court House, as
for as Difficult Creek, and to con
nect on his right with Hooker.
Reno was directed to push for
ward north of the road to Cen
treville, and in the direction of
MAJOR-GENERAL PHILIP l,EA!tXY, FROM A PHOTOGRAPH.
Chantilly, toward the flank of the
enemy's advance; Heintzelman's corps·to snpport Reno. Just before sunset
the enemy attacked ns toward our right, but was met by Hooker, McDowell,
and Reno, and by Kenrny's division of Heintzelman's corps. A very severe
action was fought in the lllidst of a terrific tlrnnder-storrn, and was only
ended by the darkness. The enemy was driven back entirnly from our front,
and clitl not again renew his attack npon ns.
In this short but severe action the army lost two officers of the highest
capacity and distinction, whoso death caused general lamentation in tho army
and cou11try. The fir.t was l\fojo�·-General Philip Kearny, killed in advance
of his cfrvision and while commanding it. There have been few such officers as
Kearny i11 our own or any other army. In war he was an enthusiast, and he
neYer seemed so mnch at hollle and so cheerful and confident as iu battle.
'l\1Jl arnl lithe jn figure, with a most e:x:prnssiYe and mobile countenance, and
a llln1mer which inspired confidence and zeal in all under his command, no
one could fail to admire his chivalric bearing and his supreme courage. He
1-eemed to think that it was his mission to make up the shortcolllings of
others, and in proportion as those shortcomings ,vere made plain, hi.s exertions
nnd exposure ,,rcre multiplied. He was a great and most accomplished soldier,
and (lied ns he wonlrl himself have wished to die, and as became his heroic
character, at the head of his troops and iu the front of the battle.
General Isaac I. Stevens, who was killed at the same time and nearly on
the same ground, ,,as an officer in many respects contrasted to Kearny. He
was short and rather stont, with a swarthy complexion and very bright dark
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eyes. He was a man of very superior abilities aud of marked skill and
courage. His extreme political opinions before the war, ardently asserted, ns
was his habit in all matters which interested him, made it somewhat difficult
for him to secure such a position in the army as one of his capacity might
well have expected. The prejudice against him on this ncconnt was soon
shown to be ntterly groundless, for a more zealous and faithful officer never
lived. His conduct in the battle in which he lost his life, and in every other
operation of the campaign, was marked by high intelligence and the coolest
com·age, and his death in the front of battle ended too soon a career which
would have placed him among the foremost officers of the war. As an officer
of engineers before the war, and as Governor of, and delegate to Congress
from "\Vashington Territory, he was al\,,ays a man of note, and possessed the
abilities and the force to have commanded in time any position to whieh he
might have aspired. The loss of these two officers was a heavy blow to the
army, not so much perhaps because of their soldierly capacity as because of
their well-known and unshakable fidelity to duty, and their entire loyalty to
their comrades in arms.
On the morning of the :2d of September the army was posted behind Diffi
cult Creek from Flint Hill to the Alexandria pike. The enemy disappeared
from our front, moving toward the Upper Potomae with no attempt to force
our position. And here the second battle of Bull Run may be said to termi
nate. On that day I received orders from General Halleck to take position
in the intrenchments in front of Washington, with a view to reorganizing the
army and eliminating such of the dis
cordant elements in it as had largely
caused tho misfortunes of the latter
part of that campaign.
The transactions at Alexandria and
,Vashiugton City during these eventful
days, as also at Centreville during part
of them, are as closely connected with
these battles, and had nearly as much
to do with their results, as any pnrt of
the operations in the field; but the�'
demand more space than is accorded
to this article. rrhe materials to write
a complete account of these matters
are at hand, and it is quite probable
that the conrse of events may yet
make their publication necessary.
There are other matter8 which, al�1AJ0R-GENERAL 1sAAc r. �TErn:-.s.
liR0)1 A PnuToGRAl'n.
though not important, seem not out of
place in this paper. A good deal of cheap wit has been expended upon a
fanciful story that I published an order or wrote a letter or made a remark
that my" headquarters would be in the saddle." It is an expression harmless
and innocent enough, but it is even stated that it furnished General Lee with
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the basis for the only joke of his life. I think it dne to army tradition, and
to the comfort of those who have so often repeated this nucient joke in the
days loug before the uivil war, that these later wits should not be allowed
with impunity to poach on this well-tilled manor. This venerable joke I first
hcan1 when a cadet at ,Vest Point, and it was then told of that gallm1t soldier
and gentlenrnn, General W. J. \VTorth, and I presume it could be easily tracec1
back to the Urusades and beyond. Certainly I never used this expression or
wrote or dictated it, nor does any snch expression occur in any order of mine;
and as it lws perhaps served its time and effected its purpose, it onght to be
retired.
I thus conclude for the present this account of the second battle of Bull
Run. The battle troate<.1 of, as well as the campaign which preceded it, have
been, and no doubt still are, greatly misunderstood. Probably the�· will remain
during this generation a matter of contrnversy, into which personal feeling
and prejuclice so largely enter that dispassionate judgment cannot now he
looked for.
I submit this article to the pul,lic judgment with all confidence that it will
be fairly considered, and as just a judgment passed upon it as is possible at
this time. I well understood, as does every military man, bow difficult and
how thankless was tho tnsk imposed ou me, aml I do 110t hesitate to say that
I would gladly bave nxoicled it if I could have clone so consistent "·ith clnty.
'l1o confront with a small army greatly superior forces, to fight battles with
out the hope of victory, but only to gain time by delaying the for,,·ard
move
f
ment of the enemy, is a duty the most hazardous and the most dificult that
can he imposm1 npou nny general or any nrmy. \Vhile such operations require
the highest conrage and endurauce on the part of the troops, they are unlikely
to he understood or appreciated, arn1 the results, however successful in view
of the object aimed at, have little in them to attract public commendation or
applause.
At no time could I have hoped to fight a successful battle with the superior
forces of the enemy which confronted me, aucl which were able at any time to
outflank am1 lJear my small army to the dust. It was only by constant move
mcut, incessant watchfulness, and haznn1ons skirmishes and battles, that the
forces under my command ,Yere sa,·ed from destruction, and that the enemy
was embarrassed ancl delayed in his advance until the army of General J.\Ic
Clellan was at length assembled for the l1efense of ,Vashington.
I did hope that iu the course of these operntions the enemy might commit
some imprudence, or leave some opening of which I could take such advantage
as to gain at least a partial success. This opportuuity was presented by the
advauce of Jackson on l\Iauassas Junction; but although the best dispositions
possib]e in my view· were made, the object was frustrated by causes which
could not have been foreseen, and which perhaps are not yet completely known
to the country.
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VINDlC.ATION OF GENERAL RUFUS KING.
BY CHARLES KIXG, CAPTAJ::-.r, U. S. A.

N writing for "Tlie Century" magazine his 11C!'l'1' kucu• -u·hetha the aidc-de-cwup reached you that
recollections of '' The Seeoml Battle of Bull night 01· 1101, hut I frlt always 1wrfoctly satislie!l that
Run," General Pope has, perhaps inalh·ertently, whether he dill or not you l!a<l done the very IJci,t J·ou
eonltl have !lone under the eireuwst,mees."
used the exact language whieh, in 1S03, and long
Now the aide-lle-camp in question was ::\lajor D.
after, so 1Jitter1yhurt one of his most loyal subor
dinates. ln the course of his article appear tliese C. Houston, Chief of Engineers, of General J\J cDow
ell's staff. He hall witnessetl the severe engagement
words [see p. 470] :
"r sent onlers to �IcDnwell (supposi11g I.Jim to he "\'\'itll of King's division, west of Groveton, and some time
lib eornmaml), am! also 11ireet to General King, se,eral after ,lark had ri,ldeu off through the woo!ls in
times during that night anti once hy hi,; owu ,;tafr-uflicer, search of his general, who had not l1ee11 seen by
to I.Jol<l l!is grunml at nil hazanl�..,
King or his officers since :J o'clock iu the after
Now the casual rea,ler, ignoring the corn1n:u; uoon. J\IeDowell, in hunting fol' Po
11e, got lost in
before all<l after the words '' arnl also dired to the woo,b, and Houston, hunting for
l\IcDowell,
General King." wouhl say that orders were sent to stmnhle,l in 011 Pope's camp late at night, toll]
King several times that night allll once by his own there of King's battle, got refreshment, he ::;ay",
staff -officer. Indeed, these words have been nse,1 of Ruggle:-;, and went off; but he rememberetl no
as authority in the army, in histories, eveu in Con
message from Pope to King, arnl if there was oue,
gressional ,Iebate, for the statement that General which he lloubts, he clill not ,leliver it, for he never
l
King reeeiYe l repeated orders to hold his ground atternpte,l to return to King, but went 011 in search
on the eYening of .August :JSth, lSG:J, and aban of ::\IcDowell until he found him late the following
done,l it in spite of them.
day. No other officer from KiI1g got within r:111ge
_,_\'u orcler or 111essar1e of w1y kind, sort, or descrip of Pope that night, so far as rigid investigation has
tion reaehed General fling that niyht from General ever Jiselose,l. an,1 that none at all came from
Pope or any other s11perio1· o.f}icer; 110 1:1ta.tJ�o.ffe-eer 1il Pope to King is 1,eyoncl peritdveutm·e. Indee,1. in
Ge11eml Ein[J sa1c 01· heard o_f General Pope that 1878 General Pope tleclare,1 it ,ms to ::\JcDowell
niyht; and, in point of fact, no matter how mauy that all the orders were sent.*
he may have seut to }I.JcDowell, Pope has since
As to King':,; falling back to J\Ianas;;sas Jm1ctiou,
a,lmitted that he sent none to King-.
that was the result of the conference between him
Early in 1 S li3, when those words first met General and his four hriga,le eornmamkrs, aml was vehe
King's eyes, he wrote at once to his late commander meutly urgetl upon him as the only praeticahle wa�
to have the error rectified. GenPral Pope claimed to save what was left of the commarnl after the
that the construction of the sentence 1n·o\·ecl that fierce conflict that raged at sunset. Ki11g's or,k,rs
:McDowell was meant as the one to whom the were tn maJ'ch to Ceutreville, whid1 was objected to
repeated orflers were sent, but at that time he strem10usly hy Stone1vall ,Jac-kso11's corps, and they
thought he h1u/ sent one message to King l,y a were in the majority. The l1rigalle comrnawlers
staff-officer. I quote from his letter now iu my voted for a deflection to the right toward Manassas,
possession, the italics being mine:
General .John Gibbon being most urgent, arnl the
"1 t waR far from my intention to imply c,en that any following extract from a letter from him to Kiug,
])lame attache,1 to yon in the matter. ...The otlicer
came into 111:;- eamp ahout 10 o'cloel;: lookin_g fol' dated Baltimore, l\Iarch J 7th, 1863,givesbis dews:
McDowell, to report tlrn reRnlt of your artion. l tnl,1
'' I ,lrem it uot ont of plaee to Ray that tliat retreat
him 1 I.Jail no i<lea where McDowell wa�, but to retnrn at waA su_g_gPRtetl arnl nrge<l hy myself as a neeessar,v mili
once to yon with the meRsage to 110]11 �-,n1r g:rom1tl. lle tary lll<'ftsnre ... I-•lo not heAitat<' to Hay, nrnl it iR
got something to eat, r t11ink with Rnggles, and went susteptihle of prnDf, that of tlie two eourseR wlliclI 1
otl'.... '\Vhether lie was on yonr staff 01· not l really eonsi<lerP<l open to you, nf obeying your nl'(lers to rnauh
do not know, tlwngh I thought lie was �·our staff-olfirer. to CentreYille or retreat on )Tanassas on your own
'' Several ollkPrs of )IPDowell's Rtaff Parne to mr ,lur- respon,ihility, the one yon adopted was tl!e proper one.
in_g the night looking fnr him, and to more tlrn11 one of
"Having first m1ggest<'Cl the 1110,rment an,1 nrgell it
them I ga,c tl!e same message for .JicDowc/1. If 011 military g-ronrnlA, I am pcrfeetlr willing to hear my
l\IcDow<'ll had been with !tis commaml, as I supposed he full �harp. of tlle reAponsibility, arnl yon are at lilwrty to
was, Sigel and Reynol,ls could ha,e llee1. hrongl1t to make any use of tl1is communicatiou yon may ,1.. em
your support. I was disappointe,1, of eourse, h11t dill proper.I am, General, ,ery re�pectfully, your ol1e<lient
Yols."
not for a moment attaelI any sort of blame to you. I ser,nnt, Jonx Gmnox, Brig.-Gen.
General Pope also repeated this Rtatemeut in a conversation witl! me in July, 1887, and expressed his regret
that this phraseology hatl not been eorrectecl in his article wlticll appeat·ed in "Tlle Century" magazine for
January, 188G.-C. K.
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THE OPPOSING FORCES AT CEDAR MOUNTAIN, VA.
August 0th, 186�.

The compositi1111, losses, a111l strn11gth of each army as Iler� sratP1l gin•. the gist of all the ,lata n!Jt::tina!Jil' iu tlte Official
Recor,ls. K xtands for kilil'<l; w for wournle,l; m w for mortally wn11mlc1l; rn for captured or missing; c for capture,l.

THE UNION ARl\IY.
ARMY OF VTRGINIA. -1\Iajor G
- eneral Jolin Pope.
Escort: A nml C, 1st 01.Jio Cavalry, Capt.Nathan D . l\Icn ken. Loss: 111, 2.
FIRST DIVISJO�, Rrig.-Gen. A. S.Williams. f-taffloss: ill, 1.
SECO�D ARMY CORPS, l\Iaj.-Gen.N. P. Banks.
Escort: 1\I, 1st l\HclI. Ca,.
, Capt. H. C.Dennison.
Escort: L, 1st i\licl!. Cav., Capt.l\Ielvi11 Brewer; l\I, 5th
First Brigade, Brig-.-Gen. Samuel W. Crawford: 5th
N. Y.Cav., Lieut.Eugene Dimmick; JI, 1st W.Va. Ca,.
,
Capt. Isaac P.Kerr. Escort loss: k, 5; w, 5; m, 6 =lG.
Conn., Col.George B. Chapman (W and c); 10th l\Ie.,
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THIRD ARDIY CORPS, l\Iaj.-Gen. Irvin l\IeDowell.
Cul. George L. Beal ; 28th N. Y., Col. Dudley Donnelly
(111 w), Licut.-Col. Edwin F. Brown (w/; 46th Pa., Cul. SECONIJ IJIVISION, Brig.-Gen. JamPS B. RicketLs.
First Bl'igculc, Brig.-Gen. AlJntni Duryea: 97th N. Y .•
Joseph F. Knipe (w), Lient.-Cul. James L. Selfridge.
Brig-acle loss: I,, D7; w, 3D7; Ill, 373=867. Third Bl'i Lient..-Col. John P. Spoifunl; 104th N. Y., Maj. Lowis C.
{/Ctde, llrig.-Gen. George II. Gordon: 27th Tull., Col. Skinner; 105th N. Y., Col. James DI. Fnller; 107th Pa.,
Silas Colgrove; 2!l Jnass., Col. G,•orge L . .Andrews; Pa. Lient.-Cul. Robert W. McAllen. Brigade IosH: w, 12; m,
Zou:wes ,l'AfriquC', Lieut. S. A. Bartl.Jonlot; 3d Wis,, l = 13. Saond B'l'igacle, Brig.-Gen. Zealous D. Tower:
Cul. Thomas I-I. I:ng,·r. Briga!lo loss: k,74; w, 191; m, 26th N. Y., Cul. William H. Christian ; 94th N. Y., Col.
Aclri:m R. Itnot; 88th Pa.. Col. Gl'orge J'. McLean; 9ot.h
79=3±!.
SECOND DIVISION, Brig-.-Gen. Christopher C. Ang-ur (W), Pa., Cul. Peter Lyle. Brigade loss: w, l. Titir<l Bri
Brig.-Gen. I-feury Prince (c), Urig.-Gen. George S. gmle, Brig.-Gen. George L. Hartsnll': 12th Mass., Col.
Fleteher Webster; 13th Mass., Col. Smnnel H. Leonard;
Greene. Stall' loss: w, 1; rn, 2 = 3.
Fil'sf B1·igadc, Drig.-<¾e11. John W. Geary (w), Cul. 83,l N. Y. (9th l\Iilitia), Col. Jolin IY. Stiles; 11th Pa., Cul.
Charles Caml,: 5th Ohio, Lieut.-Col. John H. Patrick; I:icharll Coulter. Brtgatle loss: k, 2; w, 11; m, !=17.
7th Ohio, Col: \Yillinm It. Creighton; 29th Ohio, Capt.. J,'ow·th BJ'iywle, Col. Samuel S. Carroll: 7th htcl., Lieut.
Wilbur F. Stm·ens; 6Gth Ohio, Col. Charles Caudy; 28th Col. John F. Cheek; 84th Pa., Col. Smnnel )I. Bowman;
l'a. (on a recounoi88anen a]l(l 11ot in the action), Lieut. 110th Pa., Col. William D. LewiK, Jr.; 1st W. Va., Col.
Col. Hector Tyrnlale. Briga,le loss: k, 61; w, 385; 111, Joseph Thoburn. Brigade loss: w, 54; m, 15=69. Artil
rn =465. 8ccowl B1 ° i!fwlc, Drig.-GP11. Ifonry Prinl'e,Col. lery, Maj. Davis Tillson : 2,1 l\Ie., Capt. James A. Hall;
Dnyifl P. De Witt: 3<1 Dill., Col. Davi,J P. DeWitt; 102,l N. Gth Die., Capt. George F. Leppieu; F,1st Pa., Capt. Ezra
Y.. Maj. ,Joseph C. L:1ne; lODtlt l'a., Col. Uenry J. Stain W. Matthews; C, l'n., Capt. ,James ThompRon. Artillery
rnok; 111th Pa., Maj. Thoma� DI. Wnlk,·r; 8th and 12th U. loHs: w, 2. Unrtltache,l: 16th In!l. Dattery, Capt.
S. (Bat.talion), Capt. Tlunn.isO. I'itelwr (w), Capt.Thomas Charles A. Naylor; 13th Pa. Reserve or 1st Rifles (Bat
M. Anclerson. Brigade loRs: ]{,58; w, 311 ; m, 83 =452. talion), Capt. Hnglt lHeDonal!l.
Thi1·d Bl'igwlc,Brig.-Gen. George S. Greene: 1st D. f'., CA YALllY, Brig.-Gen. George D. BaJ'al'!l: 1st 1\Ie., Col.
Col. James A. Tait: 78th N. Y., Lieut.-Col. Jonathan Samuel II. Allen; 1st N. J., Lient.-Col. JoHe]lh Karg-<';
Austin. Brig·:ule lnss: w, 3; m, 23=2G. Artillery,Capt. 1st I'a., Col. OWt'n Jones; 1st R. I., Col. Alfred N. Dullie.
Cll'rmont L. Best: 4th Me., Ciwt. O'Neil '". Robinson; Cavalry Joss: k, 10; w, 45; rn,G =61.
Total Union loss: kille!l,314; won ml eel,1445; eaptnre1I
Gth Me.. Capt. Fr0cman ])f PGilvery: K, fat N. Y., Capt.
Lorenzo Crotmse; L, 1st N. Y., Cni,t. John A. ReynolclK; or 1nis�iug, G22 = 2381.
Tlw number engagP!l on the Union si,l.-. is not specific
DI, 1st N. Y., Capt. Georgn W. Cothran; I,, 2d N. Y..
Capt. Jacoh Roemer; 10th N. Y.. Ca11t. John T. Bruen; ally state,!!, hut, it is estimnted that Pope's .,Jfeeti\·e force·
E, Pa., Capt. JoReph _:u, Knap; F, 4th U. S., Lieut. E. D. in BankR'H nml l\IeDowell's eommamb anti the eavnlry,
on th<' tid,l from first tu last, aggregated a!Jont 17,900.
MnhlenlJerg. Artillery Joss: Jr, 7; w, 27; m, G = 40.

THE CONFEDERATE ARl\IY.
.:.IIajor-General Thomas ,J. ,ladrnnn.
FIRST DIVISION, Brig-.-Geu. Charl!'.s S. Winder (k), Brig.
Gell. W. B. Taliafeno. Rtaffloss: k, 1; w, I =2.
First Bl'igwlr, Col. Charles A. Itonn1'l: 2,l Vn., Lieut.
Col. Lawson Botts; 4th ,·a., Lient.-Col. n. D. Gardner;
5th Va., Maj. H. ,1. Williams; 27th Ya., Capt. Charles
L. Haynes; 33d Va., Lieut., Col. E,l win G. Lee. B1igade
loss: k, 10; w, 48 =58. 8ccow/ Dl'igrulr, Lieut.-Col.
Thomas S. Garnett: 21st Va.. Lient.-Col. R. II. Cnnning
ltam (k), Capt. W. A. Witeher; 42<1 Va., Maj. Helli')'
Lane (m W), Capt. Abner Dnh,YIIH; 48th Ya., Capt. Will
iam Y. C. Hannnm; 1st Ya. (lriHh) Ilnttalinn, l\Iaj. Jnhn
SP!l,lun. Brigatle Jnss: k, Ul; w, 210=301. Thil'd Bl'i
gadc, Brig'.-Gen. William B. Tali:1frrro, Col. Alexander
G. Talinfe-rro: 10th Ya., Maj. Joshua t-\to,·cr; 23<1 Ya., Col.
Alexa,ll(ler G. Taliafrrro, Lieut.-Cnl. George iY. Curtis
(Ill W), l\Iaj. Simon T. ,Yalton; 37th Ya.. Col. T. V. Will
iams (W/, Dfnj. II. C. Wood; 47th Al.i .. Lit·nt.-Col. James
W. J:wkson; 48th Aln., Col. James L. �lwffieltl (W), Lient,.
C'ol. Ahner A. lln1rhes. Briga,lc loss: l,, 51 ; w, 271 =
322. Fou,·tft Briyadc, Col. Leroy A. Statfonl: 211 La.,
-- ; ) Dt. h La.,--; 10th La..--; 15tll La.,--.
Briga<le loRs: l{, -! ; w, �o =24. r'arn//'!f, Brig.-Gen
Bn•prly H. Rnhertson: 7th ,·a., Col. "'i!Iiam E. Jones;
17th Va. Battalion, Maj. W. Patrick. CavahT loss: k,
I; w, 18 =19. ,I 1·tillcr!J, Dlnj. n. Rnow<len Andrews:
,·a. Battery (Allt'glmny _,_\.rt.'y), Cnpt..Joseph Cal')wnter
(w), Lieut. John C'. CarpPnter; Ya. Battery (Rneklll'i!l,g.-.
Art' yl, Capt. \\'illiarn T. PoagnP; Va. Battery (IIarnp
tlPu ArL'y), Capt. Willinm II. Casld,·. Artil10ry lnRs: w, 6.
LIGHT DIVISION, )Iaj.-Gen. A. P. Ilill. Stoff loss: w. 2.
nrunf'h's Rt·i'Jrulf', Brig-.-Gen. L. o·n. Rranf•h: 7th N.
C., Cul. E,lw:ml ft. Hn,wonrl; 18th N. C .. Lient.-Col. T.
,1. P1mlie; 28th N. C., Col. JarnPS II. Lnnn; 33!1 N. C..
Cul. Rohert F. Hoke: 37th N. C.,--. I',ri,gade lnss: k,
�; w, 88=100. Arrhcl''s Jkigwlc, Bri,g.-GC'n. Jnmes J.
Archer: 5th Ala. Battalion, --; lDth Ga.,--; lRt
Tenn. (Prov. Army), Col. Peter Turney: 7th Tenn.,--;

14th Tenn., Col. W. A. Forbes. Brigade loss: k, 19; w.
11G=135. Tlto11ws'sBri{ladc, Col. Edw:ml L. Thomas:
14th Ga., Col. R. W. Fulsom; 35th Ga., --; 45th Ga.,
--; 49th Ga.,--. Brigade loss: k, 24; w, 133=
157. Field's Brigade, Bri,g,-Gen. CharleR ''"· Field: 22cl
Va. Battalion,-- : 40th Va.,--: 55tlt Va., --.
BrigadnloRA: k, 7; w, 6=13. Penclcr's Bl'igacfc, Brjg.
Gen. William D. Pender: 16th N. C.,--; 22d N. c.,
Li<!nt.-Col. I!nbert II. Gray: 34th N. C., Col. nichar!l
IT. Riddick; 38tl1 �- C., Capt. John Ashfonl. Driga!lc
loss: k, 2; w, 11; Ill, 2 =15. A1·tillcl'y, Lient..-Col. R. L.
,Yalker; Ya. Ratt,·ry (Pureell .Art'y), Cnpt. W. J. PP
gram; Yn. Uattery (-"Ii!l,UeRex Art'y), Li.-.ut. W. B.
llnrrly; Ya. Batt,·ry (FretlerickRJmrg Art'y), Capt. Car
ter DI. Braxton; N. U. Battery (Branch Art'y), Cnpt. A.
C. Latham. Artill,·ry loss: Jr, 2; w, 1:l =14.
THIRD ]IJVISION, Diaj.-Gen. Rif'hard s. Ewell.
Fourth Rl'igadr, Brig.-Gen. Jnbnl A. EnrlJ": 12th Ga.,
Capt. William F. Brown; 13th Vn., Col. Jame� A.
,Yall,er; 2:.th ,·a., Maj. John C. Higginbotham; 31Ht Vn.,
Li<'nt.-Cnl. Alfr,·!l H..Ia.clrnon (w); 44th Va., --; 5211
Ya.,Lient.-Col. .James 11. Rkinner; 58tl1 Ya., l\fnj. Jolin
G. I�asey. nriµ:nclc loss: k, 16;
145; 1u, 2 = 163. Sci-
cntl1 1/l'ig{((/e, 11rig.-<1Pn. Isaac TI. Trimh!P: 15th Ala.,
Dlaj. A. A. Lowther; 21st Gn., --; 21st N. C., -- .
Brig-min loss: !{, l; w, 17=18. Eighth Brigade, Col.
Henry Forno : 5th La.,-- ; 6th La., --; 7th La.,
--; 8th La.,--; 14th La.,--. Brign<le loss:
w, 8. _.ll'tillcl'!J, l\Iaj. A. R. Courtney: 1st l\I<l.,Battery,
Cn,pt.. ,Yilliam I". Dement; 4th DI,l. Batt01-y (Chesapealrn
Art'y), Capt. William D. Drown; La. Batter�·. Capt. Louis
E. D'Aqnin; Va. Battery (Conrtuey Art'y), Cnpt. J. W.
Latimer; Va. Batt.cry (Bedford Art'y), Lient. Nathaniel
Terry. Artillery loss: w, 8.
Total Confo1lemte Joss: killed, 241 ; wonnde!l, 1120;
missing-, 4=13G5. Estimated strength on the field at.
least 20.000.

,-v.

J NOTE.-In these tables the <lash indicates that the name of the commanding officer has not been fonnd in the
.. Official Records."-EDlTORS.

TH E O P POSI N G FORCES A T T H E S ECON D B U L L RUN .
Augnst 16th-September :2d, 186:2.
The composition, losses, :uul strength of eacll army as here statt',l giYe the gist of all tile data ol>taiualJle iu the Official
Recor,ts. K stamls for kille,l ; w fur wouu!le,l ; m w for mortally wouu,lc,1 ; m for capt nrell or missiug ; c for captur·ell.

THE UNION FORCES.

ATI::\JY OF YlllGIXIA.- ::II:1,i or-General John Pn11e. Staff loss : m , 2.
Escort : A aml C, 1st Ohio Ca,., Capt. Xathan D . ;\lenken. Loss : ,,, 1 ; m, 20 = 21.
FIRST A R::ll Y CORPS, Maj.-GC'n. Fra11z Sigel.
Seymour, Ca]lt.. Orrin J. Craue : 2�t.lt Ohio, Ca]lt. \Vilbur
Escort : 1st lull. Ca,. (2 eo's) , Capt. Abram Sbarra. F. St,,,·"ns, Ca]lt . Jona� ScboonoYer, Lieut. l'hPrun E .
LnRS : w , 1 ; m, 1 = 2.
Winshi] I ; Goth Ohio, Lient..-Col. Engenc Powell ; 28th
FIRST m ,·1s10:-., Brig-.-Gen. Tiobert C. Schenck(w), Drig.- Pa., Col. Gabriel De Kor]lonay. Second B1·igwlc, Col.
Geu. J nlinR Stabel. :,tatt· loss : w, 1.
,Ha t t hew f-chlaucleckC'r, Col. Thomas B. Yan Buren : 311
Fil'sl B1·igcule. Brig.-Gen. Julius Sta hel. Col . ..\dolpbnR :IT,l. , C 'nl. DaYid P. D,• "·itt ; 102d X. Y .. Col. TlwmaR B.
T
B ns<'l!lJ<'<'k : 8th ::-. . Y.. Lient.-Col. Carl n. Rerlterich : Yan Em·e11 ; 109th I'n., Col. Ileury J. Stainrook ; 111th
41Rt X. Y., L ient. -Col. EruP8t \\'. Holtm;tv<lt ; 45th 1\'". Y., Pa., .i\Iaj. Thomas :IT. Walker. Brigade lo�s : k, 2 ; w, 25 :
Lient.•Col. Edward C. Wrntislaw ; 27th Pa., Col. Atlnl- m, 3 = 30. Third Rrigetde, Cnl. Ja1tH'.s A. Tait : 3d Del.,
plms Rnsehberk, Lieut.-Col. Lorenz Can t ador ; 2d N. Y. Col. William O. RechlP11, Lient.-Cnl. Samuel J I . ,TP11kins :
Battery, Capt. Louis Schirmer, Lieut. F. J. 1'. Blume. 1st D. C .. Lient.-Col. L<'mnel To,n•rH, Capt. :llaniu P.
Drigade lo"" (incom]lletP) : k, 40 : w. 9G : m, 33 = 16�. J<'isher ; GO!h N. Y., Col. William B. Goodrich ; 78th N.
Second Rriyade, Cnl. Natlrnniel C. l\kL<':1 11 : 25th Ohio, Y., LiPnt.-Col. ,Jnnath:lll Austin ; l'm·1wll LPginu, llld.,
Col. Willinm P. Riclrnr<lA011 ; 55th Ohio, Cnl. .John C. Lee ; Col. William J. Lronn nl (c), Lient.-Col. Benjamin L.
73d Ohio, Col. Orlaml Smith ; 75th Ohin, l\Taj. Hohert Simpson. Brigacle losA : k, 2 ; w, 1 1 : m, 65 = 7R. .dr/i/
Reily ; K, 1st Ohio .Art'r, Lieut. George B. Haskin. lrry, Ca]lt. Clc> 1�mout L. Best : H I! :Ile., Capt . 0':Sfril \Y.
Robiuson . .Tr. ; )I, 1 st X. Y., Capt. Ge1 1J'(l'e "·· Cot bra n ;
Bi·igade lo�s : 1,, 57 : w, 272 ; rn, 105 = 434.
lOth X. Y., Capt . John T. Rrneu ; E. Pa., C'n pt. Jo�eph
SECOXD Dl \'ISIO:-., Bri !r.-(;Pll. _.\ clolph ,on Steiuwebr.
First Bri.r,11<lc, Col. John �\. KolteR (lO , LiPn t.-Col. G n ist. l\T. Kna1l ; F'. 4th U . S., Lieut. Ellwar,l D. :lfuhlenberg.
A. l\Inhle<'k : 29th K. Y .. Col. Clemens SoeRt. ( W ) , l\laj. CAYALHY RnIGADE, Brig.-Gen. John Buford.
Louis Ha1t m n m1 ; 68th N. Y., LiP11 t.-Col . .John H. KleP1st l\Tieh., Col. Thorntnn F. Brodhead (Ill '\\· ). lllaj.
fiAch (ru wl ; 73 Pa., Lient.-C'ol. Gust. A. :llnl!leck. Bri- CharleR I T . Town ; 5th N. Y., Col. Othniel De FnreR1 ; 1st
Yt. , Col. Ch:ules H. Tompkins ; l"t W. Va., LiP11t.-Col.
gade losR ; l,, 47 ; w, 294 ; rn, G0= 401.
Tll l R l l 111\'["'IOX, Brig.-Geu. Carl f-t·lrnrz.
Xathnui<•I r. Richmornl. Brigade lu�R : k, 15 ; \\', 35 ; rn,
First R1•iywle, Brig.-Gen. IlPnry Bohlen (k), Col. 150 = 2011 .
Alexander f-ehirumelfennig : 61st Ohio. Col. Newtnn
THIHD A JDT Y CORPS, l\Iaj.-GPn . Tnin l\IeDowell.
Sclllt> iC'h, Li,•. nt.-Col. SteplH;n J. l\kGroa rty ; 74th Pa., FIRST Dl\'ISJOX, Brig.-GPn. Rnfns King, Brig.-Ge u. ,Jol!u
P. l l at,·11 (w) , Drig.-Gen. Almer Donblcrlay, Staff
l\Iaj. Fi·anz messing ; 8th W. Ya., Capt. Hedgman Slael, ;
F, Pc> nu. Art·�·. Capt. Rnhert l3. Hampton. Brigade
losR : w, 1 .
loss : k, 26 ; w , 9G ; m , 3 G = 1 58. Second Briyr1dc, Col.
First B1·iywle, Brig.-Geu. John P. Hateh, Col. Timothy
Wlaclimir Krzyzanowski : 54th N. Y., Lkut.-Col. Charle'" Snllfran : 22<1 N. Y .. Col. \\'alkr Pl!Plps, Jr. ; 24th N. Y.,
Ashby ; 58t.11 :N'. Y., l\Taj. William Ileukd (W), Capt. Col. Timntb}· �n llinrn ; 30th :N. Y .. Col. Echrnr,1 Frisby
F1·C>t1erick Drnnu ; 75th Pa., Licnt.-Col. Frnni'is lllahler f li:) ; SHlt N. Y. (Htb l\Iilitia), Lieut -Col. E,hvanl B.
Y
Fowler lw), :lfaj. \ illiam H. de BeYoi�e ; 2d U. S. Sharp
(\v) ; L, 2d N. Y., Arr.,-, Capt. Ja!'nb ]toPmer. Brigade
loss ; J;:, 4 8 ; w, 274 ; m, 50 = 372. Un 11llael1cd : C, 3,l W. sllont<'· rA. C'ol. Henry .\ . Y. Post. Brigade loss : k, 95 ; w,
,·a . Ca .. , Ca]lt. Jonathan Stahl ; I, ist Ohio Art'y, Capt. 382 ; rn, 295 = 772. Second Brigade, Brig.-Gen. Almer
JTnbert Dilg-Pr. UnattaehP1l losR : w , 4.
Donl)le,lay, Col. William P. ',Y ainwright : 5Gtl1 Pa., Col.
i'<nlli rn n A. l\[eredith ( W ) , LiPnt.-Co]. J. Willintn l lofIXDEP�;xoEXT Jll:IGADE, Brig.-Geu. Robert TI. :ITill·o�·2,1 \\'. Ya ., Col. George R. Latham ; Sd W. Ya., Col. mann ; 7Gth N. Y .. Col. William P. "'ainwrig-l1t ; 95th
Da \'id T. He'\\·es ; 5th W. Va., Col. Jnlm L. Zdgler ; 82d X. Y., Lient.-Col. ,Jain<'� B. PoRt. Brigade loss : k, 16 ;
Ohio ; Col . •fames Cantwell (Ii:) ; C, E. a!l<l I,, 1 s t W. Va. .,, 192 ; m, 237 = -147. Third Brigade, P.1:ig-.-Gc>n . .:-J ar�ena
C'a,., l\Jaj. John S. KreppR ; 12th Ohio Jlat'y. Capt. Aaron l!. Pntrkk : 21,;;t X. Y . . Col. \Villiarn F. -r:.o_gers ; '23d N.
Y., Lient.-Col. Xii -nm :II . Cran e ; 35tl1 X. Y., Col. Xewton
C. Johu�on. Brig-acle loRs : k, 70 : w, 28G ; m , 81 = 437.
H. Lonl ; 80th N . Y. (20th :.ITili tia), Col. Georg-e \\'. Pratt
CAYAL!ff BJU<;ADE, Cnl. John Bear,lsleY.
1 st Conn. (Bat talion ) , -- ; 1st 1\I<l., Lient.-Col. (m W I , Li<'llt.-Col. Then1lore B. Gatf't<. Brigntle ]ORS ; k,
Charles Wet:sehky ; 4th N. Y., Lieut.-Col. FnTic>s Nazer; 56 ; '\\", 334 ; rn , 178 = 5G8. Fo 111•/b Rrigrulc, Drig.-Gen.
9th N. Y., :.llaj. CharleR l\T,·L. Knox ; G t h Ohio, Col. Will- .J nhn Gihhon : 211 Wk, Col. Edga r O'Connor (k), Lient.
iam R. Llo.n l. Brigade lo:ss : k. 3 ; w , 15 : m, 6 5 = 63.
Col. Lncinil Fai rehil<l ; Gth Wi�., Cnl. Lrf!arnler Cntler
RE:5ERYE AllTILLEI!Y, Ca pt. Fraul, Bnell (I,), Capt. Lou i,i ( W / , Lient.-Col. E,lward :'-. Bragg ; 7th Wil'l., Col. \\'Uliam
W. Tinhin,;on (w), Lient.-Col. Charle,; L\. Tinmilton (\V),
Rehirmer.
l, 1st N. Y . , Capt. l\Jich :wl WiNlriPh ; 13th N. Y .. Capt. Lieut.-Col. Lnei us Fairchild : 19th Ind., Col. Rnlornou
Julius Dieckmann ; C, W. Ya., LiP11t. Wallace Hill. Ar- l\fere<lith. Brigade 111"8 : k, HS ; w, G2G ; m. 120 = 894.
.ATlillay, l�t �- Ff .. Capt. George A. Gerrish (<'). Lieut.
tillery RcRcrve loss : k, 4 ; w. 22 = 26.
SECOND AR:lfY CORPS, l\Taj.-Ge11. Nathaniel J'. Frederick IIL Edgell ; D, 1st R . l., CaJlt. J. Albert lllon
I:auks. (Thi,;; enr]ls, excepting- its caYal1·r, was not eu- roe : L, I Rt X. Y., Capt. John A. R P�'liol,ls ; B. 4th U. i".,
Capt. JoReph B. Cam]lbell. Artillery Jo,.s : k, 7 ; w, 25 ;
gaged in n.uy of the prineipal hattles.)
lll, 14 = 4G.
FIRST DIVI SIOX, Brig-.-Gen . .Alpheus s. WilliamR.
First Brigade, Brig-.-Gen. Samnd \\'. Cmwford : 5th SECO:O."D DIYI!'-IOX, Brig.-Gen. James R. Ricker.ts.
Conn., Cnpt . ,lames A. Betts ; 10th l\Ie .• Col. George L.
First Brigade, Brig-.-Gen. Abram Dm·�·ea : 97th N. Y ..
Real ; 28th N. Y., Capt. ,Yilli::nu Tl. TI. ;\Tapes ; 46th Pa. . Lient.-Col. ,Jnllll P. Spofford ; 104th N. Y., :IIaj. Lewis C.
Lieut.-Col. James L. 8elfriclge. Brigade loss : rn, 15. Skinner; 105th N. Y ., Col. I lo'\\"nnl Carrnll ; 107th P a . ,
Th i1-cl Brigodc, Brig.-Geu. George H. Gorclon : 2tl l\la RR., Col. ThomaR F. l\TeCoy. Brigade loss : k, 29 ; w, 138 ; m,
Cnl. G eorge L. Andrews ; 27th Incl., Col. Silas Colgrove : 224 = 3!11. Second Brigade, Brig.-Gen. ZealonR B. Tower
(w), Col. William H. Chri.stian : 26th N.Y .. Col. \\.illiam H.
3d Wis., Col. Thomas H. Rni.::er.
SECOKD DIVISIO:S-, Brig.-Ge�. George S. Greene.
Christian. Lieut, .-Col. We.bard H. Ri<"hardson ; 94t h N.Y.,
First Brigade, Cnl. Charles Candy, Col. .John rr. l':it- Col. Adrian n. Root <w) ; sst.h Pa., Lient.-Col. Joseph A.
rick : 5th Ohio, Col. John H. Patrick, l\Inj. John Collins ; l\f cLean (k), i\Taj. George \\-. Gile ; 90th Pa., Col. Peter
7th Ohio, Col. William R. Creighton, Capt, Frederick A. Lyle. Brigade lo�s : k, G6 ; w , 338 ; m, 292 = 696. Third
0
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Erig<Ule, Rrig.-Ge11. G eorge L. I Tarts1Ltl', f'ol. John W.
8tiles : 12th l\IasR., Col. Flct.·her Wehster 1 k), Lieut.
Col. Timothy l\I. Bryan, ,Jr. ; 13th ::H asfi., Col. Smunel I I .
LPon:irll ; 83,l N . Y. i9Ut l\Jilitia), Col. J oh n \\'. Stiles,
Liont .-Col. William Atterbul'y : 11th l'a., Col. r:ieh n nl
Conlter, J3rigHtlc loi;s: k. 87 ; "·, 305 ; rn, 2G5 = 6fi7.
Pour/ii Briuaile, Col. Joseph Tlwhuru (w) : 7th !11,l.,
Lieut.-C'ol. John F. Cheek ; 84th l'a., Col. Sarnncl 1\.1.
Rowurn u ; 110th l',1., Col. Willi:nn D. Lewis, , I r. ; 1st
W . \":i., LiPnt.-C'ol. l l enrr B. Hnhhal'll. Brigade loss
(ineomplde) : I,, 5 : ''" , 34; 111, 75 = lH. .J..1·tiileru : '.lei
l\lP . , Cnpt . .James A. Hall ; 5t h l\Ie., Cnpt. G. F. Leppi<'ll ;
F, 1st l 'rt., Ca pt. Ezra \\", l\latthew>< ; C, f'n., Capt . Jn111e�
Tl.10n1 pso11. Artillery lo,;s : k, 5 ; ''"• 30 : lll, rn = 54.
CAV.\ L U l' RH[GADE, Brig.-nPll. l1eorge D. Bn .,·a.rd.
1st life .. Col. :-;a1111wl I I . Allen ; 2d :X. Y .. Col. J. l\Iau�
fiPlll Da,ies ; 1st :X. ,J . , Lient..-Col. Joseph Kurg-e (w),
)fo,i. I YillS D. ,Tolle� ; lRt Pa., Col. Owe11 Jones ; 1st
R. r., Col. A. N. Vntti(•. Brig-:ulo loss : 1,, 13 ; w, H ; rn,
l!E \":- t J LDS'f\ f)l\'ISIO:s' ( t e rn poral'ily a t tn<:'he,I), Rl'ig.
Geu . .Tohll F. R<')'llOl<ls.
Fi1·st Jfriy(((/e. Brig.-Gcu. Georgl' G. lll<'alle : 3,l l 'a.
l:e8Pt',CS, l'ol. Horatio G. Sick,•l ; 4th Pa. Rcsern;�, Col.
Allw1t L. l\fadlton ; 7 t h Pa. Ht•st'l'l'<'S, Lieut.-Col. I:olJert
1\1. Hemle.rso;1 (w), Col. Henry C. Dolinge r ; 8th Pa. Rc
sc•n·es, Cn pt. William Lemon ; 13th P:i. nesen·<'s or 1st
r:ifles (6 l'O's), Col. Hngh W. l\Jc.'.'l t-il. Brign,le loss : I,, 1� ;
w, 96 ; 111. 77 = 186. Seeo11<l Brigade, Brig.-Geu. Tr11111a 11
Sen11011r : lBt I'a .. lteHen·e�, Col. R. I:hhlle Iloberts ; 2,l l'a.
H�sen·es, Col. Willi:nu l\kCa ml less (w); 5th rn. I'.C'HCl'l'l'H ,
Col. Jo�eplt W. Fisher, Lie.11t.-Col. Oeorg-e Dare ; 6th J'a.
l teserves. Col. \\'illiarn Siu. .Jnir. Jlrign!le loss : k, 13 ; w ,83 ;
rn, 42 = 138. Thil'tl R1·igwle, Rrig.-<3,·n . C'ouratl F. Jal'k
RoJJ, Col. ::\Iartin D. Ha nlin ( w ) , C'ol. ,James T. K i ri, (\\" ) .
Lil'11t .-C'ol. ltolwrt A11derso11 : 9111 l 'a. l!escetT•!S, Lieut.
Col. l tnhert Awlcrsou, l\Iaj. J. l\ld-::. �110,lgrnss ; 10th Pa.
I :t> �etTPS, Col. Ja111cs T. Kil·k ; 1 1 th Pa. I'.csel'\"PS, Lieut.
Col. :-;a 11mPl l\L ,ln ,·l,sou ; 12th J'a. nPs('tTl'S, C'ol. l\Iart i u
D . l i n l'tli11, Capt. . nidrnr,l Gnst.i11. Brigatle loRA : Ir, 33 ;
w, 172"; 111, 82 = 287. A rtillel'{J, Capt. Dnuhar TI. nausom :
A, 1st. l'a., Capt. John G. 8im11so11 ; B, 1st Pa., Capt .
Ja l\le:< l l . Coope1· ; G, 1st T':1 ., Cnpt. )lark KcrJJ,s (111 w),
Lit·ut. Frank I'. luustleu ; C, M h U. 1-., C.tJ)t. Dunbar n.
l ta11�0lll. Artilkr.,· loss : I,, 8 : \\", 48 ; Ul, 10 = 66.
UNATTACIIEI• : 3, 1 )In. Battery ( 1 '011 t 1 1n11it-rs), Capt.
Jnmes G. �w,•tt, ; lG!I.J lrnl. Batt<'rr, Capt.. Chnrk� A.
Nnylur ; E, 4th U. 8 . .Art'y, C:q,t. ,Tosnph C. Clark, Jr.,
311 Tn,l. Cay_ (tlet:ich1ue11t.) - - : U, G, I I, a111l I , 13th
Pa. ReAer,<'>< (1st Rifle�). Lic-ut.-Col. Thomas L. Kmw.
U11nt tacbe1l lnss : w, 5; rn, 21 = '.lu.
UESERn; conrs, Hrig.-Gt•JI. i'-atlllll'I l l. ,':tnq.r is.
J'i((//'s Ill'i!Jtlfl-e (tClll]lOl':lrily atta,•hPfl to Fifth Ar111y
C'nrps ,\ng:nst 27th-31R t ) , Brig-.-n .. n. A . Snrnlers l'intt :
63d Intl. (4 en'�). Lient.-Col. John R. William H ; 86th
N. Y., Col. Beiiaj n h P. Bailey. Hrig-ade losA ; k, Io;
w, 81 ; I l l , 45 =145. TJ'111cll1ccl1cd : 2,1 N. Y. l l'y A l't'y,
Col. C¼nRt:J.\' \\':iag-ucr : 11th N. Y. nat t ery, Capt. Alhe1·t
A. ,·on Pnttk:1m111e r ; C, 1st N. Y. A r('y (detach1 1t,·nt ) ,
Lieut. Samuel n . Jawes. Uuattaehed Joss : w. IO : 111,
67 = 77.
AIDlY OF Tl!E l'OTOl\IAC.
'l'H T RD AIDIY CORPS, l\laj.-f1 <'ll. S. P. Heiutzelman.
FinST DIYI8JO:O-, l\laj.-Geu. Philip Kcnrn�· (Ir) , n1·ig.
Gc11. l>:wi,l R. Birney. 8t. aff loss : k. l ; m, 1 = 2.
Pil'sl I/1·iwule, J:rig.-Gcn. Johll C. RohillSOll : 20th 111,1.,
Col. \\'illiam L. Rrowu (l,), :i\laj . .Joh n \\"heeler ; u3d Pa. ,
Col. Alexnmler Hays ( W ) , C'a pt. ,JallleS F. Ryan ; 10 ., th
Pa., Li, · nt.-Col. Cah7in A. C'mig- (W), l\Inj. Jncoh W.
f1 ree11awalt. Brignde loss ; k, 26 ; w, IGn; m, 25 = 217.
8cco11d l/l'i!fade, Brig.-Gen. Dn.,iol l:. Birney, Col. ,J . II.
Hobart \\':ml : 3cl l\Je., Capt. l\lnRI'" B. Lakema11. l\lnj.
Edwin Burt ; 4th l\le., Cnl. Elija. h Wall.nr ; lAt N. Y.,
l\Inj. E,h;-ill Blll't, Capt. . JosPph Ycamau s ; 38th N . Y.,
Col. J . II. Hohart \\':ird ; 40th N. Y., Col. Thomas \\'.
Egau : 101st X. Y., Lieut.-Col. :N'clso11 A. Gesner ; 57th
ra., l\Ia,i. Willinru Birney. Brig-a,tc !ORR : k, 56; w, 450 ;
m, 114 = 620. Th i rel I/1•ir1ade, Ct,-1. Orlando l\l. Poe : 37t h
N . Y. , Col. SaBmel B. Hayman ; !19th Pa. , Col. Asher S .

Leidy ; 2 d lllkh., Lieut.-Col. Louis Diilmun ; 3 d l\Iich.,
Col. Stepl1011 G. Champl i n , l\Inj . Dyron R. Pier,·e ; 5th
l\Iich., Capt. \\'illi :im \\'akenAha \\'. Brigade loss : Jc 25 ;
w, 115 ; lll, 3 8 = 178 . .d.1•/ille1·y : E. 1st R. I . , C:ipt , G eorg-e
E. Ramlolpil ; K , 1st U. :-;,, Capt. Willium 111. Gra hulll.
Artillcry lo�s : k, 2 ; w, 1 = 3.
SECOXD DI \"ISION, l\laj.-Geu. J ORC'j>h Hooker, llrig.-GPU.
Cuvier G ro,er.
Pil·st Briyade, Brig.-G cu. Clt\•ier Gro\·er, Col . Rolwrt
Cowdin : 2d N. TI., Col. Gilman lllarston ; 1st )lass., Col.
I ,ohert Cowdin, Capt. Clark B. 13:ilclwiu : llth l\lnss.,
Col. \\'illiatn l llaiRd<'ll ; rnth l\Tnss., l\Iaj. Gal'(lJJer 13aul,s ;
2Gtlt Pa., l\lnj. Hobert L. I3o,lilll·. Briga,le loss : k, 55 ;
"·· 329 ; Ill, 103 = 487. Sreon<l Jfl•iywle, Col. :Xelso11 Tay
lor : 70tl1 N. Y . , Capt. Charle8 L. You n g ; 7l�t N. Y. ,
Lient.-Col. l le1H·y L. Pntt.-r ( w), C 'apt. Owell l\111rphy ;
72tl N. Y .. Cap t . IInrman J . Illi�s ; 73d N. Y .. Capt. Alfre,l
A. DoualllH (111 W I , Capt. l\I. William Dums ; 74th N. Y.,
l\Ia,i. Eolwar,I L. Price. Brig:1de loss : k, 47 ; w , 217 ; m,
G5 =329. Third Eriyadc, Col. .Jo�e[lh B . Carr : 2d N. Y . .
Capt. Sitlnoy \\'. !'ark ; 5 t h N . J . , Lie 11t.-Col. William J .
SPwell ; Gth N . .I . , f'ol. Gcrsho111 l\lott (w), Lient.-Col.
George C. llnrli u g ; 7th N. J., Col. Joseph \\'. Rt'vcre ;
8th N. J., Lieut .-Col. William \\"a, 1·tl (w), Capt. Jolin Tnite
ilr), Capt. GL•orgo Hoffman, C'apt. Oliver 8. JohnRon,
Capt. Daniel Blan,elt, .J r. : 1151 b Pa . . Lient.-Col. l!o1 Jert
TbnrnpAoJJ. Brie;nde lo�s : 1,, 48 ; w, 238 : rn, 10; = 3�3.
T:nctltaehetl : Gt t1 · l\Je. Bat ter.I', Cnpt. Frnemnn l\ld3il
,ery. Loss ; 1�, 4 ; w, 9 ; 111 , 5 = 18.
FIFTll ARllf Y CORP.';, l\laj.-Ocn. Fitz-.Joltn Port,•r.
FIHST 1,11·1�wx, l\Inj.-Gen. Gcor,,:;e \I'. l\Iorell.
Fil•s/. J:1·iy((<le, Col. Charles W. Roberts : '.ltl lllo·., l\l n,i .
J >:miel F. Sa.rg-c11t ; 18th l\lasR., Capt. Stephen Tho11J:1,<,
l\faj. Josc11h I l nyes ; 22d )lass. (not in nctiou l, Cnpt.
l\fa"on W . D111·t ; 13th :X. Y., Col. Elishu G. l\larsh:tll ;
25th :X. Y. , C'ul. Charles A. Johnson ; 1st I\Ii(' h . , <.Joi.
l forace S. Roherts (k), Cnpt. 1s1 11e1')" W. Belto11 . Jlrig-adP.
loss : l,, 103 ; w, 374 ; Ill , 99 = 57G. Sceo11cl Bl'iyl((/c .(not
in actiou ) , Bl'ig.-Geu. Cl1arles Grillin : 9th l\laAA. , f'ol.
P:itrick H. G nim-y ; 32d l\fafis., C'ol. Fraueis J. l 'n rl,C'r ;
IHh N. Y., Col. ,J nmes l\It•. Qn:ule ; 62d Pa., Col. ,Ja t'olJ R.
t,\\'<:'itzc>r ; 4th Illich ., Col. Jouathau W. Chilcl�. Tl1 i1·d
Bl'i[!adc, Bt·ig-.-Clen. Daniel Bntl crfichl (conm1a 111ktl
First n 11,l Thin! Brigades iu hattle of Aug11Rt 30t h), Cul.
Ueury S. Lau�iug, C'ol. I l <'Ul'J' A. \\'<:'eks (w), Col. .James
C. Rice : 12t.J1 N. Y., Col. H,•nry A. \\'ecl,H, C'npt.
A ugust HA r. Hoot ( W ) , Capt. \Yilli:im IIn,.,rn, C'a]lt.
]ra Woo,l ; 17th N. Y., C'ul. l l cnry S. La11sing-, lllaj.
W. T. ( '. n ro\Y er (w), C'npt. John Yickers ; Hth N.
Y., Col. J a111t'H C. ! tic-<', ;.11:lj. Freeman C'omwr ; 83tl
J 'a., Lient.-Col. Hugh S. C':ouphell (w), l\laj. Will
iam I r. La 1110ut ( w), Ca ] lt. .Ioh11 Graham (\Y), Ca]lt.
Or]lhe1rn :-;. \\"ootlwanl ; 16th l\Iic-h., Capt. 'fhotuas J.
Bnrry (W), Capt . l leury TL Sil!lcy. Drig:ule loH� : k, 70 ;
w. 357 ; lll, 1G3 = G90. Slu trp-shoo/c/'S : lRt u. s .. C'ol. l l iram
Berdan. Loss : k, 5 ; w, 41 ; ll.l, 1 5 = Gl. A 1•li//c1·y : 3tl
l\Iafis. (1111t i11 :u-tio11), Capt. Angw,tn s J'. Illartin ; C. 1st
R . I . . Ca. pt. Hiehanl Wa.termau ; D, 5th U. R., Lieut.
Clmrlt> A E. Har.Jett. Artill<'rr Jo,-s : w, 5; 111 , 1 = 6.
SECO);]) Dl\"ISI<>�. Bdg.-Geu. George Syke�.
Fi1·sl 1/riy11clc. Lient.-Col. noi lert C. Bnelrnun n : 3d U.
S., Capt. Johu D. Wi!lri11s ; 4th U. S., C'npt. Joseph D.
Collit1s (w), Ca p t . Hiram Dry,•. r ; 12th U. R. (}Rt B:tttal
ion), Cn]lt. l\Jat.t h,•w l\I. Blnut. ; Hth U. 8., (lst Battnlio11),
Capt.. ,Joh n D. o·conuell (w), Capt.. W. Harvey Brown ;
Hth U. S. (2cl ]Jattnlion ), Ca.pt. Dayi,l B. l\leKibhi11.
Bri!!':ulc loss : k, 31 ; w, 180 ; JU, 65 = 285. Srcond J.li'i
/f<CIIP, Licnt.-C'ol. William Clrn111 11n11 : G , l"t U. R., Cap t .
;\latthew R. l\Jarstou ; '.lol U. S., l\laj. Charle� S. Lo\'t·ll ;
Gtb U. S . , Capt. L<',i C. Boote� ; 10th U. S., 1\1:tj. CharleH
S. Lovell ; 1 1 t h U. s .. llfa,i . Do LauPey Flopl-Jo11e8 ; 17th
U. s .. lllaj. r.eorg-e L. Andre"'S, nrig:ide lo�R : k , rn ; w,
159 ; m, 40= '.!18. Th i1·d B1·ir1otle, Col. Gonv1•rllet1r K.
Wa1TP11 : 5th N. Y .. C:qit.. Cle\·eland Win�low ; 10th N.
Y., Col. ,1 ohn E. Dernlix. Briga<le loss : k. 102 ; w, 235 ;
m, 75 = 412. A rt iller!f, Capt. Stephen H. \\'eel] : 1� aud
G, IRt U. S .• Uent. Alanso11 l\f. Rnudol ; I, 5th U. S.,
Capt. Steplteu H. "'eetl ; K, 5th U. S., Capt . Jolrn R.
Smead (k), Lieut. \\'illiam E . Vau Reed. Artillery loss :
k, 1 ; w, 2 = 3,
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FIRST BRIGADE, FIRST

DffISION, SIXTH

AIDIY

CORPS

(engaged only at Bull nun Bridge, August 27th>,
Brig.-Gen. George W. Taylor (Ill w), Col. Henry "'·
Drown.
1st N. J., lllaj. "'illiam Henry, Jr.; 2d N. J., Cul.
Samuel L. Buck; 3d :N. J., Col. HenrJ· W. Brown; 4th N.
J., Capt. Napoleon B. Aaronson, Capt. Thomas ill. Fet
ters. Brigade loss: k, !l; w, 126; rn, 204 = 33g,
NINTH AR111Y CORPS, lllaj.-Gen. ,Jesse L. Reno.
FIRST Dl\'ISIOX, lllaj.-Gen. Isaac I. Ste1•ens (k), Col.
Benjamin C. Cllrist. Staff loss : k, I.
First B1·i,qc1de, Col. Benj:1min C. Christ, Lieut.-Col.
Frank Grnves: 50th Pa., Lieut.-Col. Thomas S. nren
holtz (w), l\lnj. Edward Overton, ,Tr., 8th l\lich., Lieut.
Col. Frnnk Graves, Capt.. Ralph Ely. Brigade lo�s:
k, 2!>; w, 175; m, 27=231.
Seeoml Briyrtclc, Col.
Daniel Leasure (W), Lieut.-Col. David A. Leckey:
46th N. Y. (G ro's), Col. Rudolph Rosa (W), l\laj. Julius
Parens; 100th ra., Lieut.-Col. David A. Leckey, Capt.
Jam<'S E. Cornelius (w), Capt. Hillery W. Squier. Bri
gade loss: k, 20; w, 133; m, IO= 163. 1'hirrl Brig ade,
Col. Addi,:on Farnsworth (w), Lient.-Col. DaYid l\Iorri
s011: 28th lllass., l\Iuj. George W. Cartw-right (W), Capt..
Andrew P. Caraher; 79th N. Y., i\Iaj. Willi::nn St. GPor,;e
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Elliot \W), Lieut.-Col. Da..-i•I l\Iorrison. Brigade Joss:
k, 42; w, 267: rn, :!O= 339. Arlille1·y: 8th llfass., Capt.
Asa ill. Cook; E, 2tl U. S., Lieut. :ci:uuuel N. Benjamin.
Artillery loss: k, 3; w, IO =13.
SECO:l'l) l)!'l'ISION, illaj.-Ge11. Jesse L. Rr110.
First JJl'igade, Cul. James Nagk: Gth N. II., Col. Simon
G. Griffin; 48th l'a., Lient.-Col. Joshua K. �igfried; 2d
ill cl., Lieut.-Cul. ,T. Eugene Dnryea. Brigade loss: k,
76; w,25!>; 1n, 183=518. Seeo11d Briy(t([C, Col. Edward
Ferrero: 21st l\Iass., Col. ".illfarn S. Clark; 51,;t N. Y.,
Lieut.-Col. Robert B. .Potter; 51Kt l:'a., Col. Jolm F.
Hartranft. Drigncle Io,s: k, 33; w, 15G; rn, 6a=238.
IL-\SAWII.� DIYISI0:1'.
Fi1·st P1·o!'isio11al Bl'i.gadc (engage1l only nt Bull Run
Bridge, A.ugnst 27th), Col. E. Parker 8Parnmou : llth
Ohio, l\Iaj. Lyman J..Taekson. Lie11t.-Col. Augustus II.
Coleman; 12th Ohio, Col. Carr n. ".hitc. Brigade loss:
k, H; w, 50; 10. 42= 106. Unal/aclled, 30t11 Ohio, Licnt.
Col. Tlleo<lore Jones: 3Gth Ohio. Col. George Croolc.
The loss of the Union nrmy iu the battles of �\ugnRt2!lth
cmd 30th is not-srpnrately reported. In nll the eo1uh:1ts of
the eampaign from the Rappalrnnuoek to the J'otomae,
the casualties amnnntrd (approximately) to 1747 1,illcd,
8452 wounded, and 4263 captured or misi;ing = 14,462.

THE CONFEDERATE FORCES.
AR::\IY OF NORTIIERX VlRGJ:-;JA-General Robert E. Lee.
RIGHT WING, OR LOXGSTREET'S CORPS, illaj.
Gen. James Longstreet.
ANDERSON'S Dl\;ISION, l\Inj.-Gen. Richard II. Ander
son.
A.1·mislead's Brigade, Brig.-Gen. L<'WiR. A. A.rmiRteacl:
9thVn.,--; 14th Va.,-.-;3SthYa.,--; 53d Va.,
--; G,th Va.,--; 5th Va. Battalion,--. Bri
gade Ios�: k, 2; w, 18=20. Jiahone's Brigade. Drlg.-Gen.
William l\Iahone: 6th Va., -- ; 12th Va., -- ; lGth
Va.,--; 41st. Yn.. --. Brigade loss: Jr, 38: w,
196=234. lfriyltt's Brigade, Brig.-Gen. Aml,rosc n.
Wright: 44th Ala.,--; 3d Ga.,--; 22ll Ga.,--:
48th Ga., --. Brigade loss: k, 32; �.IGO; m, s = mo.
JOXES'f. 1)1\'ll'IOX, Brig.-Gen. David R Jone,:. Staff
IOSR: JU, 1.
Toombs's Bl'igade, Col. Ilenr)· L. Benning, Brig.-Geu.
Rohert Toomhs: 2d Gn.. Lient.-Col. "'illiarn H. Holmes ;
15th Qn., Col. William T. l\lillican; 17th Gn., 11Inj. Joilu
H. Pickett. (w), Capt. A. C. Jones (k), Ca]lt. Jlirnm L.
French; 20th Gn.,l\lnj. J. D. "·ad dell. Brigade loss: k, 40;
w. 327=367. Dray/011's B1·ig 11de, Brig.-Gcn. Thomn8 F.
Draytuu: 50th Ga., -- ; Glst Ga.,--; 15th S. C..
--; J'hiJlips's (Ga.) Legion,--. Briga<le loss: k,
13; w. 80= !>3. Jones's Bri_qmle, Col. George T. Amler
Ron: 1st Ga. (regulars), :i.\Iaj. John D. Wnlker; 7th Gn.,
Col. W. T. Wilson (m w), 8th Gn., Lient.-Col. John R.
TowerR; 9th Ga., Col. Benjamin Beck; 11th Ga., Lient..Col. Willimn Luffman. Brigade loss: k, 103; w, 701; m,
5 =800.
,nLC:OX'S DIYISIOX, Brig.-Gen. Cndm. ns l\I. Wilcox.
lfileox's Briyade, Brig.-Gen. Cadmus 111. Wilcox: 8th
Ala., III::l.i. H. A. Herbert: 9t.h Ala.. lllnj. ,T. II. J. Will
inms; 10th Ala., iHuj. John H. Caldwell: nth Ala., Capt..
J. C. C. Snnd.erR; Ya. Battery (ThomnR Art'y), Cnpt.
Edwin J. AndcrRon. Brigacle loss: k, 9: w, 61= 70.
P1·yo1•'s B1•igade, Brig.-Gen. Roger A. Pryor: Hth Ala.,
--; 5th Fln.,--; 8th Fla.,--; 3<1 Yn.,--.
Brigade loss: Ir, 15: w, 76: m, 1=95. Fea.lherslon's
Brigade,Brig.-Gen. Winfield S. Fenth<'rston,Col. Cnruot
Pose�·: 12th llfiss.. --; 16th ;\Iiss., Col. Cnrnot Posey;
19th l\liss., --: 2d ;\liss. Battalion,--: Yn. Enttery
(Dixie Art.'y). Capt. W. H. Chapmnn. Brigncle loss:
k, 26 ; w, 142 =168.
HOOD'S mnsrnx, Brig.-Gen. John B. Hood.
Hood's Bri,qade, Brig.-G1m. John B. Hood: 18th Ga.,
Col. William T. Woff'orcl; Ham1lton (S. C.) Legion,Lieut.
Col.111. W. Gnr:,; 1st Tex.,Lieut..-Col. P.A. Work; 4th Tex.,
Lient.-Col. B. F. Carter; 5th Tex., Col. J.B. RohcrtRon(w),
Capt. K. Bryan (w), Capt. I. c'<. M. Tnmer. Brigade loss:

k, 75; w, 550; m, 13=G3S. lfhiliuy's Rri[Jatlc, Col. E. l\I.
Ln"·: 4th Aln., Lieut.-Col. 0. K. l\IeLrrnore: 2d lllisR.,
Col. J. ;\I. Stoue; 11th l\Ii�R., Col. I'. F. Liddell; 6th X.
C.. l\Iaj. Rohert. F. Webll. Brigade losR: k, 56: w, 268=
324. .Arlille,·y. lllaj. D. W. Frobel: S. C. natte1·y (Ger
man Art·.,·), Capt.. W. K. Bachman; S. C. Battery (Pal
metto Art'y), Capt. Hugh R. Gartlen; N. C. Bntt0ry
(Rownn Art'y), Capt. James Reilly. Artillery loss: k,
I; w, !>=10.
KEJIPER'f. DIVl�IOS, Brig.-Gen. Jnmes L. Kem]ler.
I{empe,·'s Brig a.cle. Col.. l\Jontgomel',I" D. Cm·R<' (w), Col.
"'illiam r.. Terry: 1st Vn., Li<'nt.-Col. F. G. f'kinner; 7th
Yn., Col. W. T. Patton (w): lltli Yn,, l\laj. A,Iam Cle
ment: 17th Vn.. Lient.-C'ol. l\Inrton illnrye (W), ::lln,i.
Arthur Herbert; 24th Yn., Col. Willinm n. Terry. Bri
gnde loss: k, 33: w, 240: m. I= 274. .Je11l.-i11s'H I'.rigcule,
I'.rig.-Geu. illieah Jenkins (w), Col. Jo�eph Walk<'r: 1st
S. C.. Col. Thomas J. Glowr (k) : 2,1 f:. C. (Rifles) --;
5thf:. c.,--: 6thS. c.,--; !tl!S. C. Dnttnlion,--;
Pnlmetto (S. C.) f'linrp-shooters, Col. .Joseph Wnllrcr.
Brigntle lo�s: k, 59; w, 408; rn. 2 =4G!l. l'icl.-cll's Jlri
yade, Col. Eppa Hunton: 8th Yn., --; 18th Vn.,
--: l!lth Yn.,--: 28th Yn.,--; 56th Yn.. --.
Brignde lo!'S: I,, 21; w, 20!l: rn, 1=231. Brnns·s Iude
pendenl B1·ig(l(le. Eri .i:-.-Gen. Nathnn G. Evnn!' (on Aug.
30th also in eommand of IIoo<l's division), Col. P. F.
StevcnR: 17t.h S. C., C'ol. Jolm H. l\Jeans (m w),
Lient..-Col. F. W. l\Iei\Iastl:'r; 18th f:. C.. Ccl. .J. M.
Gndberr.r (k>, Lient.-Col. W. II. Wnllnpc; 22d S. C.,
Col. 8. D. Goodlett (W); 23cl s. c., Col. H. 1,, Ben
bow (w),Capt.111. V. Bnnernft: IIoleombe (f:. C.) Legion,
f'ol. P. F. Ste..-cnR, Lient.-Col. F. G. Palmer (w), l\Inj. W.
.I. C'rnwle.v: f'. C. Bntter:r (lllnebeth Art'y), Cnpt. R.
Boyce. Brig·ncle lo�s: k, 133: w. 5!>3; m, 8 =734.
ARTILLERY: Tfasliing/011 (La.) Artillery, Col. John R.
Walton: l!'t Company, Capt. C. W. SqnirrR: 2d Com
pnny, Cnpt. J.B. Richnrdson: 3d ComJmn�·. Capt. 1\1. B.
1\Iiller; 4th Company, Capt. R. F. Eshleman. Loss: k,
9; w, 23=32. Lee's Ba/talion, Col. Stephen D. Lee: Yn.
Bnttery, Capt. J. L. Eubank: Ya. Battery (Grimes's>,
Lieut. Thomns J. Oakham ; Yn. Bnttery (Bedford
Art'y), Capt. T. C. Jordan; Vn.., Britt.er:, , Cnpt.
"-'· W. Pnrker; S. C. Battery (Rhett's) Lir·nt. Will
iam Elliott; Yn. Battery, Cnpt. J. S. Tnylor. Los!': w,
G. Jfiscellaneo11s: Vn. Batten· {Tiuger'1,),--; Yn.
Battery (Lenke's), -- ; Ln. Bnttery (Donalr1Ro11ville
Art'y),--; Vn. Battery (llfoorman's) --; Va. Bat
tery (Loudoun Art'y), Ca1)t. A. L. Roi:-ers; Va. Battery
(Fauquier A.rt'y), Capt. R. 111. Stribling.
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LEFT WING, on JACKSON'S CORPS, l\Iaj.-Geu.
Thomas J. Jacksou. Staff loss: w, 1.
FIRST (JACH:SON'S) DI\'ISIOX, Brig.-Gen. William B. Talia
ferro (W), Brig.-llen. "'illiarn E. Starlw.
Fi1·st lJl'i[l(ll/c,Col. W. 8. IT. Baylor (k), Col. A. ,l.
Grigsh�· IW): 2d V:J., Lient.-Col. LaWHOII Botts (ill W),
Capt. J. "'· Rowa11,Ca]lt. J:awley T. Colston; 4th Va.,
Licnt.-Col. R. l>. Gtmlner; 5tl1 Va., i\Iaj. II. J. Williams;
27th ,•a.,Col. A. J.Grig-sby; 33d Va., Col. John F. Nef f
(k). Brig-a<le loss: k,G5; w, 346= 411. Scco11d JJl'iyrtdc,
l\Iaj. John Se<ldon, Col. Bradley T. Johnson: 21st Va.,
Capt. William A. Witd1<'r; 42d \'a.,Capt. John E. Penn;
48th Va., Lieut. Virginins Dahney (W), Capt. ""· W.
Gnl<lshorongh (W); lRt Va. (Irish) Battalion, l\Iaj. John
Scd<lon, Capt. O. C. lfeuderson. Brigade loss: k, 18;
w, 102=120. Th irrl JJl'iywlc,Col. Alexm11lerG. Taliafr-no:
47th Ala., Col. Jarn<'R W. Jackson; 48111 Ala., Col. J. L.
Shelli<-l<l; IOtlt Va., Lil'nt.-Col. 8. T."'all,cr (w); 23d Va.,
--; 37th Va., --. Brig-a<ll• IOSR: k, 22; w, 147=
16D. Fo111•/hBl"iaarlc, Brig.-Gen. William E. Stark(\ Col.
Leroy A. :-:tafforcl: lRt La., -- ; 2d La., Col. J. l\I.
"'illiarnH; 9th La., C'ol. Leroy A. Staffon]; 10th La.,
--; 15thLa.,Col. E<lmnnd Pell(Uetou; Cop]leus·� (Lil.)
Battalion, lllnj. G. Coppens. :Crig-a<le loss: !,, 110; "-,
2GU; rn, G= 385. .dl'li11r·1·y, Ilfaj. L. M. Shumaker: llfcl.
Battery (Haltirnore Art'y), Cat•t. ,J. E. Broekei1 hrong-h;
Va. BattPry, Ca]lt. ,Jose]lh Carpenter; Va. Datt1•1T,
(lfamJHlPn A rt'y),Capt. William H. Caskie; Va. Battery,
Ca.]lt. W. E.Cntsh;nv: ,·a. Battery (Jtocl,IJriclg-e Art'y),
Ca.pt. ,vmiam T. l'oag-ue: Ya. :Cattery (Lee Art"y), Capt.
CIIarleR T. Jtaine; Va. Ratt,•ry, Capt."'· H. nice; Ya.
1:attcry (Danville Art•�·),Capt. George W. "·oo,ling·.
Artillery loss: l,, 8; w, 13 =21.
sEco:-11, OR LIGHT DIYI�ION, l\Iajor-Genernl A. P. Hill.
B1 ·r11 1cl1's El"ig"'/c, Brig.-Gen. L. o·n. l!ran<"'h: 7th N.
C'., Cnpt. J:. B. l\fad!a,·; 18th N.C., Lil'nt..-Col. T ..1. Plll'
clie; 28th N. C., Col. Ja111es II. La11e; 33cl N. C., Col.
1:olmrt f•'. lfolw; 37thN. c.,--. Brigade }ORR: k,44;
w, 280; Ill, 3= 327. l'c111/f'/''S B1 °if!WIC, Urig.-<Jen. "'ill
inlll l ). i'<'llC]er: ]Gt.II N. c.. Capt. L. w. Stowe (W); 2�,1
N. C., illaj. C.C. Cole; 34th N. C.,Col. Riehm·,l JI. lti1l1liek (111 w): 38th N.C.. Ca pt. Johll ARl1forcl (W). Hrigacle
loss: k, 2G; w, 1!17= 223. T/w111as's Rrif!arlP, Col. Eclwar,l
L. TlrnrnaH: 14thGa.,Col. R. W. Fnlso111: 35thGa.,--;
45th Ga., .Mnj. W. L. Gric-P; 4ntlt Ga., Lient.-Col. S. l\I.
l\Im111i1:g. Brigade losA: k, 3:,; w, Ia9 = 232. .d rli1/t•1·y,
Lient.-Col. It. L. Wallrnr: Va. Hattery (Frecleril-kA
hnrg- Art•�·), Capt. Cart<'r l\I. Braxton; Va. Batt,·n·,
Capt. W. G. Crenshaw; Va. Battery (LelC'hPr Art'.r),
C'apt. Greenlee D:i,·iclson; Va. Battery (l\Ii<lcllc>Rex
Art'y), Lient. W. n. Hanly; N. C. Batten· (Branch
Art'y), Lieut. Joh11 J:. Potts; I'-. C. Battery 1Pc·e
Dt> e ,\rtillery), Capt. D. G. l\Icflltosh; Va. Bat
tery (Purcell Art'y), Capt. W. .I. l'c•g-rnm. .ArtilIPry
loAA: li,4: w, s = 12. r,,•euv'sBl'iuw/1•, Brig-.-Gen. lllaxPy
Gregg: lRt S. C'., ;lla.j. Eclwarcl l\I,·Cracly, Jr. (w), Capt.
C. W. ;\f,•Creary; 1st 1-. C. (Orr's I!ifl<'H), Col. J. FoRtPr
llfarRl1all (kl, Capt. ,TosPph ,J. Norton, Capt. G. lll<'D.
Miller, Capt. ,foRPph J. Norton; 12th R. C., Col.
Dixo11 Barnes; 13th S. C., C'ol. 0. K Ecl\Ynr<lA (w), Cnpt.
- - Dn11ea11: 14th R. C., Col. R:111111pl l\Ic-Csowan (w),
Lient.-Col. w. n. Rilll]lROn. Bri_,w,le loss: k, llG; w,
60r.=722. A,·chcr's nriywlP, Brig-.-(h·n . .James J. ,\relier:
fith .Ala. Battalion,Capt. Thoma .s r.1rnh (lil, Li<>ut.CharlPs
lll. Hooper; rnth Ga.,Capt. F. 3f. ,Jolnrnton; 1st TPn11.
(t'rnvisioual An11"·),Col. Peter Tnrm'�·; 7th Tt>ml., l\Inj.
R. G. Rl1<•p:ml; 14th Te.mi., C'nl. W. A. ForhcR (Ill WJ,
lllaj.,JamPRW. Loekert. Brig-ac!P loss: l;:, 21; w, 213=
234. Ffrlrl's Bl'i!Jadc,r.rig.-Ge11. Cl1arles ""· Fi<•lcl (w),
Col. J. ;II. Broek<'nhrong-h: 40th Ya., C'ol. J. j_\I. nroPk
i>nhrnngh: 47th Va. [Col. Robert j_\f. l\Iayo (w)]; 55th Va.
C
[ ol. Frank l\Iallory]; 22d Va. Battalion,--. Brigalle
loss: k, 15; w, so= 95.

THIRD DIVISION, l\Iaj.-Gen. P.iehard s. Ewell (W), Brig.
Gen. A. lt. Lawton. Staff loss: w, 1.
Lau·lo11's Brigucle, :Crig.-Gen. A. R. Lawton, Co.l. l\I.
Doug-lass: 13thGa.,Col. l\I. Douglass; 2GthGa.,--; 31st
Ga.,--; 3SthGa., - -; 60thG:i.,J\laj. T. J. Berry;
Uist Ga.,--. Briga<le loss: k, 139; w, 368; rn, 5

=

512. 1'1'i111/Jlc'sBl'igculc, Brig.-Geu. lsaa/'. l·!. Trimble (w),
Capt. W. F. :Srown (k): 15th .Ala., lllnj. A. A.. Lowther;
12thGa., Capt.
F. I:row11; 21stGa., Capt. Thomas C'.
Glover; 21st N.C., Lieut.-Col. Saumlt>rR Fulton (k); 1st
N. C. Battalion,--. Brigade lo�s: l,, 109; w,331; m,
7=447. Eru·ly's Bl'igutlc, Brig.-Gen. Julrnl A. Ea1ly:
13th Va., Col. James A. Walker; 25th Va., Col. George
H. Rrnith (w); 31st Va., Col. John 8. Hoffman; 44th Ya.,
--; 49th Va..Col.William Smith; 52tl Va.,- - ; 58th
Ya.,--. Brig-atle lo�s: k, 29; ,1·, 187; m, 4 220.
Hays',; Briyade, Cnl. Henry Forno (w), C'ol. n. E. Strong:
5th La., j_\faj. B. l\Ieng-er; Gth La.,Col. l I. B. Strong; 7th
La.,--; 8th La., lllaj. T. D. Lewis; 14th La.,--.
I:rigncle loss: Ii, 87; w, 2G3; m, 11 = 361. .d1•ti/1c 1·y: Va.
Battery (8tannton Art.'y), Lient. A.W.Garber; llI<l. Bat
tery C
1 hesapenke Art'y), Capt. Willinm D. Brown; La.
Battery (La. Gnar,l Art'y), Ctwt. L. E. D'Aqnin;
l\Icl. Battery, Capt. W. I<'. Dement; Va. Battery,Capt.
Johu R. Johnson; Ya. Battery 1Conrtne�· Art'yJ, C'apt.
J. "'· Latimer. Artillery loss: k,6: w, 20; m, 1= 27.
CAVALl:Y lJIY!SION, l\Iaj.-Gen . .James E. n. Rtnart.
Ro/JCl'lsrm'sBl'i!Judc, llrig·.-Gen. Be,'Prly H. Rol,ertson:
2<1 Va., Col. Thomas T. l\lnnford (W); Gtl1 Ya., C'ol.
Thomas 8. Flournoy; 7th Ya., Col. "·miam E.
Jo11es, Cnpt. Samuel B. l\lycrs; 12th \'n., Col. A. W.
Ilanrn111; 17th Va. B•1ttalion, Maj. 1Y. Patrick (Ill
W). Brig-acle lOSH: k, ts; w, 78; Ill,18=114. Lee's B1·i
_qurlc, Brig·.-CTen. Fitzhu_gh Lee: lRt \'a.,Col. L. T. BriPII;
3cl Va.,--; 4th Va.. C'ul.W. C. Wic-kharn; 5th Va., Col.
Thomas L. Rosser; !lth \"a.,C'ol. W. II. F. Lee. Brigade
loHs (not rnportecl). �lrli/1ery: Ya. Battery (Stnart
Horse Art'yJ,Capt. John Pelham. Loss: k, 1; w, 5=G.
Thn los�eA snstainf'cl hy Long-street'R eorps a re re
port<'d (" Official Hel'orcls," Yol. XJI., Pt. Tl.,p. 5GB) as
GG3 liillecl, 4016 won1Hi<'<l, arnl 4G missing, in all 4725.
Jaclrnon l'<'J1orte<I his lossps at 805 liille,l, 3547 wournled,
fill(] 3r; rnisRi11g-, or a total of 4387 (" Oftieial Records,"
Vol. XII., Pt. 11., p. G4S), hnt tl1e re11ortR of his snbordi
nate cornmauders ag-gregnte 871 killetl, 3713 wonll(]P<I,
aml 45 missing= 4G2\l. Atloptiug tlrnsc, lattPr fignres
as JaPkson's loRs, we• havP, after inclrnling the loss of
120 in Stnnrt.'s ('llHllr�' (leRR Fitzhugh Lee's llrig-acle, not
l'<']lOrte1l), a grall(l total of 1553 killl'tl, 7812 \YOtmlled,
[ill(] 109 miRsing= 9474.
Um1nestionnhly the ,·asnalties gh·c•n in these tahles
for J,oth armies are too small, lmt theJ· are the nearest
approximation attninahle from the 1·('eorlls.
lt is imJlOSAil1le to C'Olll]lllte with l ll"l'ciRinn the lllllllher
of 11w11 aetuall)' 1n·esP11t on the tidcl of hnttle at GroYe
ton ancl nnll nnn. The otllcial returns fill(] reports are
not only imperfPd, hnt often contrnclietory. Jfoweyer,
a earefnl stncly of the snJJj('et, haR(•cl npnn the hpst iu
fornrntin11 olJtainahlP, justifies the Ponclnsion that tho
etfeefiye streu_gth of tl1e armJ· nrnler Pope'B comm:rnd
waR at least G:l,000, arnl tlrnt of the Confrderate army
ahont 54,000-of all arrnH. The c•oJ11]1ntation of Potie's
forcPR inPlrnles his own proper eornmaud (cxdusi,e of
Ranlrn'� corps, whi<-h clicl not reaf'h the SCC'nP of action),
Reno's Porps, and thP rei'11forcenH'11ts reeei,ec! from the
Army of the Potornne. TlrnConfe1leratP force has l1t'CU
estin�n.t.e,l hy som<'. "Tit<·rA as low as 47,000. Ot,herA ron
f'elle the unrnlwr g-iv<'n aho,e. Cnlonl'l William Allan,
lat<' <'hief- of- ol'lln:111ce. Seeoll(!Corps,Army of Nortl1ern
Virg-inia, in a paper np011 the mhjPet, eontrilJutecl to the
lllilftnr, HiRtorieal Roeidi· of l\IasAachnsetts,eonclndes
that 011° the 28th of Ang-nst., Pope hall 70,000 men (includ
ing Banks's eorpR), arnl Lee alJont 49,000.
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RAIO UPON A UNION

BAGGAGE TRAIN

BY STUART'S CAVALRY.

FROM A WAR-TIME SKETCH.

JACKSON'S RAID AROUND POPE.
RY W. B. TALU.FEI'.TIO, ilIA.JOR-GE�ERAL, C. S. A.

the morning of the 25th of August, 1862, Stone"all Jackson, with
ONEwell's
aml A. P. Hill's di-visions and his own old division under my

command, marched northward from Jeffersonton, Virginia, to cut Pope's
communications and destroy his supplies. Quartermasters and commissaries,
with their forage and subsistence stores, were left behind, their white tilted
wagons parked conspicuously. The -impedimenta which usually embanass
and delay a marching colmnn had been reduced to a few ambulances and a
limited ordnance train; three clays' meager rations had been cooked and
stowed away in haversacks and pockets; and tin cans and an occasional
frying-pan eonstitnted the entire camp-equipage. The men had rested and
dried off, and as they marched out they exulted with the inspiration of
the balmy summer atmosphere and the refreshing breezes which s';vept dmn1
from the Blue l\Ionntains.
No man save one in that corps, whatever may brwe been his rank, knew
our destination. The men said of Jackson that his piety expressed itself in
obeying the injunction, "Let not thy left hand know what thy right hand
doeth." No intelligence of intended Confederate movements ever reached
tho enemy by any slip of his. The orders to his division chiefs were like this:
"l\Iarch to a cross-road; a staff-officer there will inform yon which fork to
take; and so to the next fork, where you will find a courier with a sealed
direction pointing out the road."
501
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This extreme reticence was Yory uncomfortable and annoying to his sub
ordinate commanders, and was sometimes carried too far; hut it was the real
secret of the reputation for nbiqnity which he acquired, and which was so
,rnll expressed by General l\IcClellan in one of his dispatches: "I am afraid
of Jackson; ho will turn up where least expected."
Naturally onr destination was supposed to be ,Vaterloo Bridge, there to
force the passage of the river; but the road leading to Waterloo was passed
and the northward march continned. 'rhe Rappahannock (locally the Hedge
man) is here confined in nanow limits by bold hills and rocky cliffs, and
some miles ab°'·e tho bridge there is a road through these crossing the ri,·er
at Hinson's l\Ii11s. The pictnresqne surroundings of the ford at this place and
the cool bath into which the men plunged were not the less enjoyed because
of the unexpected absence of opposition by the enemy; and after the inevit
able llelay which accompanies any crossing of a watercourse by an army,
Jackson's corps stood on the same side of the riYer with the entire Federal
army.
After crossing, Colonel 'rhomas T. l\Iunforcl's 2d Virginia CaYalry pic-k
eted the roads leading in the direction of the enemy, whose whole force,
now confronting Longstreet alone, was massed within lines drawn from
"\Yarrenton and ,Vaterloo on the north to the Orange and Alexandria Rail
road (nm,· ealled the l\Iidland) on the south. Bnt Jackson's course was not
directed toward the enemy. We were marching toward the lower Valley of
Virginia, ·with onr destination shrouded in mystery.
From the crossing at Hinson's l\Iills, Jackson's conrse still took the same
direction-through the little village of Orleau, along the base of a small
rnonntaiu which crops up in Fauquier Conuty, and on to the little town of
Salem, where his "foot cavalry," after a march of o,·er twenty-six miles
on a midsummer's llay, rested for the night. At dawn on the 26th the ronte
was resnmed-this day at right angles "·ith the direction of that of the pre
ceding, and now, with faces set to the sunrise, the troops advanced toward
the Bnll Run l\Iountains, which loomed np across the pathway.
'rhoronghfare Gap, of this range, is the ontlet h�· which the l\Ianassas Gap
Railroad, passing from the Shenandoah Valle�·, penetrates the last mountain
obstruction on its ·way to tide-water. l\Iarching along the graded bed of this
road, between the spnrs and cliffs ·which rise ou either side, and refreshed
by the cooler atmosphere of the mountain elevation, the Confederate troops
poured through the narrow pathway and streamed clown into the plain
below. Usecl to sc-ant;v diet, they had early learned tho art of snpplementing
their slender commissariat, and the tempting com-fiolrls along which they
passed "·ere made to pay tribute.
At Gainesville, on the "\Varrenton and Alexandria tnrnpike, we were o,·er
taken by Stnart, who, with Fitz Lee's and Rohertson's brigade�, had crnssetl
the Rappahannock that morning and pnrsnod nearly the same route with
Jackson; and our subsequent movements were greatly aided and inflnenced
by the admirable manner in which the cavalry was employed and managed
by Stuart and his accomplished officers.
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Late in the afternoon
Ewell's division, pre
ceded by 1\Iunford's cav
alry, reached the Orange
and .Alexandria Rail
road at Bristoe Station,
the other two divisions
being halted for the
night a little short of
that point. :Munford,
with his cavalry, dashed
upon the station, dis
persed a party of the
same arm, and had a
sharp skirmish with a
company of infantry
RELATIVE
who took shelter in the
P051TCONS OHORCES
AT SUNSET,
houses; but he failed to
AUG. 26
1862.
stop a train which sped
SCALEO�MILES
recklessly past, throw
ing aside the o bstruc
tions he had placed npon the track and effecting its escape. General
Henry Forno's (Hays's) brigade, of General Ewell's division, however,
quickly reenforcing him, two other trains and several prisoners were
captnred.
,Vearied, as they were, with a march of over thirty miles, Jackson
determined, neYertheless, to tax still further the powers of endurance of his
men. At :Manassas Junction was established a vast depot of quartermaster's,
commissary, and ordnance stores; and it was also a "city of refuge" for
many runaway negroes of nll ages and of both sexes. The extent of the
defenses, and of the force detailed for its protection, conld not ho knmn1; but
as it was far in the rear of the Federal army, not very distant from Alex
and da, and directly on the line of communication and reenforcement, it was
not probable that any large force had been detached for its protection. Gen
eral Stonewall Jackson's habit in the valley had been to mnke enforced
requisitions upon the Federal commissaries for his subsistence supplies; and
the tempting opportunity of continuing this policy and rationing his hungry
command, as well as inflicting almost irrer)arable loss upon the enemy, was
not to be neglected. General Trimble volunteered to execute the enter
prise with five hundred men, and his offer was readily accepted; but "to
increase the prospect of success," Stuart, with a portion of his cavalry, was
ordered to cooperate with him. The enemy were not taken hy s11rpr1se,
and opened -n'ith their artillery upon the first intimation of attack, hnt
thei1· force was too small ; their cannon "\\ere taken at the point of the
bayonet, and without the loss of a man krned, and with hut fifteen "\\Olmded,
the immense stores, eight guns, and three hundred prisoners fell into our
1
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SUPPER AFTER A HARD )!ARCH.

hands.) Early next morning A. P. Hill's division and mme were moved to
the Junction, E"ell's remaining at Bristoe.
Our troops at l\Ianassas had barely been placed in position before a gallant
effort was made by General Taylor, with a New .Jersey brigade, to chive off
the supposed raiding party ancl recapture tho stol'es; but, rushing npon over
whelming nnmhers, he lost his own life, b,·o hnndrecl prisoners, and the train
that had transporte(J them from Alexandria. The railroad bridge over Bnll
Rnu was destro�·ed, seYering communication "ith Alex::mclria, the roads were
picketed, and Fitz Lee's cavalry pushed for\\'"ard as for as Fairfax Court
Honse on the turnpike and Burke's Station on the rnilroacl. The long march
of over fifty-six miles in t"o days entitled .Jackson's men to a holiday, and
the clay of rest at 1\1::massas' Junction wns fully enjoyed. 'rhere was no
/ The guns captt1re<l at l\[auassas .Junction ap
pear to haYe belonged to the 11th Ne" York bat
tery, Captain Albert A. YOU Puttkammer, who lo,st
6 guns; one section of Dnttery C, 1st New York
Artille1·y, Lieutenant Samuel TI. ,James, 2 gnus.
Pnrt of one compan,v of the 12th PennsylYania
C.walrr, which hall l,eeu drh·en in from Bristoe,
was eaptnred. Captain YOU Pnttkammer saYell two
of his guns and presentl�• fell in with the adYaneC'
of the 2d Xe1\' York HPaYy Artillerr, Colonel
Gustav \YaaguC'r (al1ont COO strong), whieh had
heen lrnrrie,l forwarrl from \Ynshington. These
forces, latC'r in the morning, had a iwief f'Ont.est
with Bl'anch's hriga,le, moving on Union )Tills at
the head of A. P. Hill's division. "~,wgncr'R force
wns soon driven off, nrnl in his retreat 'IVas harried
by Fitzhugh Lee's cavalry from Centreville to Fa,ir-

fax, where they met the 14th Massachusetts reg
iment (1st Massachusetts Heavy Artillery), Col.
\\'. B. Greene, \\·hich had also been ordered for
mud. Colonel L. B. Pierce, 1:2th Pe1111sylva11ia
Ca ntlry. was ill and in the hospital at l\Ia,nassa:-;;
the rest of his regiment ha,l been sent toward
·white Plains. and a portion of it . eems to haYe
encorrntcre,l the allYance of Stu:nt's cavalry at
Hny ::\larket and Gainesville: "the remains'' of
this regiment, as General 1IcClellnn describes
them, were reunitC'll near Alexandria.
Shortly after driving off \\'angner's force, A. P.
Rill';; a,lrnnee met nnd oYerpowere,l Tnylor':-; New
Jersey hrifrnde of Slocum's division supported by
part of Seammon's brigade of the Kanawha ,livis
ion. 'faylor and Scammon were hurrying forward
from Washington.-EDITORS.
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lack or stint of good
cheer, in the way
of edibles,
from
canned meats to
caramels.
Stonewall Jackson
had now severed the
communications of
the enemy, broken
down the bridges
behind them, and
destroyed their enor
mous reserve sup
plies. But this, which
might haYe been accomplished by a raiding party, was by no means the
only object of his enterprise; the object was beyond that-to deliver a
stnnning blow upon his adversary, if possible without hazard to himself.
His plans, no doubt conditionally discussed mth General Lee before he
started on the expedition, were determined ·without hesitation at l\fonassas.
He could throw himself north of Bull Run and await the coming of Pope,
who he believed ·would retreat along the line of the railroad and turn
pike,-thus taking the chances of holding him in check until Longstreet came
in to crush him from behind. The conditions of the problem were these:
he must place himself on the enemy's fla11k, so as to aYoicl the full shock
of his whole force if Longstreet should be delayed, and at the same time
where he could himself strike effectively; he must remain within reach
of Longstreet, in order to insure a more speedy concentration; and he
must seek some point from which, in the event that Longstreet's advance
should be barred, he might aid in removing the obsfacle, or, in case of
11ecessity, withdraw his corps and reunite it with the rest of the army behind
the Bull Run l\iountains.
The point that satisfied these requirements was west of Bull Run and north
of the \Varrenton tm'npike, and within striking l1istance of Alclie Gap as the
line of retreat. That position Jackson determined to occupy, and there was
nothing to prevent or disconcert his plans. A glance at the map will show
tlrnt Jackson ,Yas really master
of the situation-that neither
General Lee nor himself had
forced his command into a trap,
but, on the contrary, he was at
thattime uot evenmenaced; and
if he had been, the gateways of
retreat were wide open. His
march had been made with such
celerity, his flanks guarded with
such consummate skill, that he
VOL. II. 33
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was in no hurry to e:s:e
eute those tactira] move
ments whieh he recog·
nized as essential to his
safety and to the de
livery of his heaviest
blm,~s. On one flank,
Fitz Lee was as near to
Alexandria as to l\Iana.s
sas Junction; and, on
the other, l\Innford and
Rosser were in advance
of Bristoe. Jackson was
resting-as a man fnll of
life and vigor, ready to
start into action at the
first touch-but he rest
ed in the consciousness
of security. 'l1he Fed
eral commander, around
whose flank and rear
fourteen brigades of in
fantry, two of cavall'y,
and 0ighteen light :;bat
teries had passed, was
also resting-but in pro
TUE STO�E llRIIJGE, BULL 1:ux, FRO)[ TUE J\OHTH BAJ\K.
found ignorance. On the
FRO)! A SKETCH MADE IN 1884.
:26th he ordered Heintzelman " to send a regiment" from \\Tarrenton to l\Ianassas, "to repair the wires
and protect the railroad." Aroused, however, on the evening of the �7th, to
some appreciation of the condition of affairs, he sent one division (Hooker's) of
Heintzelman's corps to Bristoe, which attacked the brigades of Lawton, Ear1y,
and Forno (Hays's) of Ewell's division, who successively retired, as they had
been directeL1 to do, with little loss, upon the main body at l\fanassas Junction.
At his leisure, Jackso11 now proceeded to execute his projected movements.
A. P. Hill was ordered to Centreville, EweJl to cross Bull Run at Blackburn's
Ford and follow the strenm to the stone bridge, and my division by the Sndley
road, to the ]eft of the other routes, to the vicinity of Sudley l\li11s, uorth of
the .,\Varrenton pike, where the whole command ·was to be concentrated. The
immense accumulation of stores and the captured trains were set on fil·e about
midnight and destroyed;!, [see p. 511]; and at night the troops took up their
march, Jackson a<'companying his old division then under my command. The
night was starlit hnt moon]ess, and a slig·ht mist or haze which settled about
tho earth made it <.lifficult to distinguish objects at any distance. Still, little
.t None of the Federal repol'ts mention se�ing the light of this great fire or that at Union l\Iills
011 the same uight.-EDITORS.
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encumbered by baggage, and with roads free from the blockade of trains, the
march was made without serious impediment or difficulty. rrhe enemy wa
again deceived. A. P. Hill's march to Centreville was mistaken for that of the
whole command; Jackson was supposed to be between Bull Run and "\Vashing
ton; and now, instead of a
regiment, the whole Federal
army was ordered to con
centrate on J\lanassas for the
pursuit.
Early on the morning of
tho 28th, Colonel Bradley
T. Johnson, commanding a
brigade of my division, was
ordered down the Warren
ton road toward Gainesville,
with directions to picket the
TUE u.-;ro:,; )IOXU'11E-"T .--E.\l{ Tills .. DEEi' CUT."
Fno:u A s1rnTcH )JADE L'i 1ss,1.
(sEE 211APs, PP. ,173, 50�.>
roads converging upon the
turnpike near that place. Stuart had already placed a small cavah·y force on
this road and north of it, at Hay Market. Johnson, holding Groveton as his
reserve, picketed the road as directed, pushed Captain George R. Gaither's
troop of cavalry, which he found on picket, still farther on in the direction of
Warrenton, and made dispositions to prevent sm·prise, and to check, if
necessary, any advance of the enemy.
Ewell's division having now come up and united with the troops of my
command, Jackson determined to rest and await fm·ther developments.
Captain Gaither bad the good fortune to capture a courier conveying a
dispatch from Gencrnl l\IcDowell to Generals Sigel and Reynolds, ,Yhich
revealed General Pope's intention of concentrating 011 l\Ianassas Junction,
Sigel being ordered to march on that point from Gainesville, with his right
resting on the l\Ianassas Gap Railroad; Reynolds, also from Gainesville, to
keep his left on the Wanenton road; and King's division to move en eclielou
in support of the other two.
In the execution of this order, Reynolds's column struck Johnson's com
mand; but after a short conflict, which was well sustained on both sides, the
Federal commander, mistaking Jobuson's force for a reconnoitering party,
turned off to the right, on the road to l\Ianassas. Johnson then, by order
of General Stuart, took position, which he held for the rest of the day, north
and west of the turnpike.
Johnson's messenger, bearing the captm·ecl order, found the Confederate
headquarters established on the shady side of an old-fashioned worm fence,
in the corners of which General Jackson and bis two division commanders
were profoundly sleeping after the fatigues of the preceding night, notwith
standing the intense heat of that August clay. There was not so much as an
ambulance at those headquarters. The headquarters' train was back beyond
the Rappahannock (at Jeffersonton), with seiTants, camp-equipage, and all
the arrangements for cooking and serving food. All the property of the gen-
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THE "DEEi' CUT." FitO�l .\ �KETCH �IAllE IS 1884.
If thiH picture wer" l·xteueletl a little to tlw left it
wonlel i11l'lnell' tlte U11io11 rnonnrneut. (lc,neral Braelluy
T. Juh11Ho11, ,-nrnmaulliug a hrigncle in Jackson's old
di\·isi011, iu his otlkial r,·port <ll·serilws PortPr's nssault
at thiH point ou 1:-\atnrday, A.ngnst 30th, u:; follows:
•· Abont 4 r. ir. the rno,emPnt.s of the enemy we.J'0
Rl\11<il'llly ,le,·e]opecl ill [l, <kcillell lllfllllter. They stormed
Ill�' position, ,le.ploying in the woods in brigndP front
nrnl then eha11i;in>s in a-run, liuu nfter line, hrigncle after
hrigaclc>, np tltu hill 011 the thkl,ct held hy the 48th, ancl
tlw rnilrond cut. oeeupil'e\ by the• 42d. . . . Jkfore the
railrnncl cut the fight. was most, ollstinate. I snw a
Federal 1\a_g- holll its position fo1• hnlf an honr within ten
ynnls of a 1bg- of om' of the regirnents in the cnt, and go

down G or 8 tirnes; aucl nfter the fight 100 dead mPn were
lying 20 yards from the cut, sorne of tltPlll within two
frPt of it. The rneu fought until thdr ammunition "·as
exhmrnted ancl then threw stone�. Lientenm,t - of the Jrnttalion killeu one "itlt a stone, nrnl I snw him
after the fight with his Rlmll frncturecl. Dr. F.iehard P.
John�ou, ou my Yolnutccr staff, 1tn,·i11g uo armR of nuy
kirnl, wns oblige,l to lta,o reeom'RC to this means of
oll'er:se from tho Jwgirn1iug. As liue aftf'r liue snrged
up the ]till time after time, ]eel np ],y their officerR, t.ltey
were elm,ltcel Jiark ou one nuotlter until tlte wltole fi<'hl
was coYerccl with n eonfnse<l mnRs of struggling, ru1111ing, routed Y:rnkees." [See uote to pietnre, p. 485.)

EmTons.

eral, the staff, mid of the heaclq_narters' bnrean, was strapped to tho pommels
nrnl cantles of the saddles, and these formell the pillows of their ,rnary owners.
'l1he captnretl clispakh aronsecl Jackson like an electric shock. He ,Yas essen
tjnlly a man of action; ho rarely, if ever, hesitated; he never asked advice;
he did not seem to reflect, or reason ont a pnrpose; bnt he leaped by instinct
and not by tho slower prncess of ordinary ratiocination to a conclusion, and
then as rapidly nmlertook its execution. He called no conncil to discuss the
situation disclosed by this communication, althongh his ranking officers were
almost at his side; ho askc<-1 no f'onference, no expression of opinion; he made
110 snggestion, bnt simply, without a word except to repeat the langnage of
the <lispatch, tnrned to me and said, "l\Iove your division and attack the
e11emy"; and to Ewell," Support the attack." The slumbering solcljers sprang
from the earth with tho first snmmons. �I.1here was nothing for them to do
bnt to fon11 i and take their pieces. They were sleeping almost in ranks;
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JACKSOX'S LI:NE OX TIIE AFTERXOOX OF THE LAST D.�Y, AUGUST 30TII.

passing, and the Con-

The topog-raphy i� after General Beauregard'.s map, made from Rm·,·ey
after tlie first battle of Rull Run. The tleep cut and the cmhaukmeut nA
far as the "Dnmp" were the scene of Urn fightin,,; with stoncR, illustrated
on p. 534. Herc tile nnfini�hccl railroad embankuwut i.s made of earth and
blasted rock taken from the cut. Tile" Dump" wns a hn•nk in the cmlmnk
mcnt, or ratllcr a space wlii,·11 was never filled in; seYeral hundred Union
RoldicrR were huried near it.-EDITORS.
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federate line, formed parallel
to the turnpike, moved rapidly
forward to the attack. There
was 110 disposition on the part
of tho Federals to avoid the on
set, but, on the contrm·y, they
met ns half-way .
..�
It was a sanguinary fielcl ;
··
l
·'
L
none was better contested dur
.� :��'Z..:
ing
the war. The Federal artil
-.....
-..... ,
·" - .
lery was admu:ably se1Ted, and
at one time the annihilation
of our batteries seemed in
S!WLEY CIIURCII, l•'RO�I TUE ,;UDLEY �!'RINGS ROAD, A HOSPITAL
IN BOTII BULL HUN BATTLE,;. FllO�I A PHOTOflRAPH TAli:EN
evitable, so destructive was
SHORTLY JlEF11RE TUE SECOND BATTLE.
the fire; but the Confodernto
guns, although force<l to retire and seek new positions, responded ,rith
a determination aml pluck unshaken by the fiery tempest they had en
countered.
A farm-honse, nn orchard, a fow stacks of hay, and a rotten "worm" fence
were the only cover afforded to the opposing lines of infantry; it ,n1s a
stand-np combat, dogged and unflinching·, in a field almost bare. There wore
no wounds from spent balls; the confronting 1ines looked into each other's
faces at deadly range, loss than one hundred yards apart, and they stood
as immovable as the painted heroes in a battle-piece. There was cover
of woods not very far in rear of the lines on both sides, ::rnd brave men
with that instinct of self-preservation which is exhibited in the vetemn
soldier, who seizes ever�· acl,·antage of ground or obstacle-might have
been jnstifiecl in slowly seeking this shelter from the fron hail that smote
thorn; bnt out in the snn1ight, in the dying daylight, and nuder the
stars, the�· stood, anc1 although they conld not aclYance, they wonld uot
retire. There was some discipline in this, bnt there was much more of true
valor.
In this fight tlwro ,,as no mancenvring, and very little tactics-it was a
qnestion of e11dnranee, and both endured.
The Joss was mrnsnally heavy on Loth sides. On onrs, both division com
manders, E,Yell nml myself, were seriously wounded, am1 several field-officers
were killed or wonnded. Federal reports state that "more than one-third
of their commam1ers were left dead or wounded on the .field," while Confed
erate accounts claim that the enemy sl°',·ly fell back ahout 9 o'clock at night,
hnt the other side assert that they did not retire until 1 o'clock. It was dark,
and the Confecleratcs t1ic1 not advance, mid it may be called a drawn battle
as n tribnte dne by c•ither side to the gallantry of tho other.
Five of Jackson's brigades took part iu the coDflict, La,Yton's and Trimble's
of Ewell's, and Stnrko's, Taliaferro's, and Baylo1·'s, of Jackson's old divis
ion. Early's, Fon1o's, and Jolmson's brigades were not engaged, nor were
any of tho brigades of General A. P. Rill's division. The Federal troops
--�
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enconntered were those of King's division, and consisted of the brigade of
Gibbon and two regiments of Doubleday's brigade.!
During onr engagement at Groveton the ,vhite pnffs in the air, seen away
off to the Confederate right, and the sounds of sharp bnt distant explosions
coming to onr ears, foretold the passage of r:rhoronghfare Gap; and the next
day, before noon, Longstreet's advance, nncler Hood, mingled their hnnahs
with those of onr men.� The march and the manrenvres of Jackson had
been a snccess; \ the army \Vas rennited, and ready, under its great head,
to strike with both of its strong arms tho 1)lows he should di.rect.
pn this battle tbe right of the Confederate line
} Jackson's force in thi:,; raid eonsisted of three
was held by 'faliaferro's brigade of Yirginia and divisions, as follo,vs: E,rnll's divi:;ion, composed
Alabama troops, commanded by Colonel Alexan of the hrigndes of Lawton, Early, Hays (Forno
der G. Taliaferro, �3d Yirginia; next on the left eommr,nrling), and TrimlJ!e, vdth the lJatteries of
was Jackson's old brigade, all Virginians (lately Bro"·n, Dement, Latimer, Balthis, and D'Aquin;
commanded l1y General C. S. "\Vimler, killed at Hill's division, of the lJrigades of Branch, Gregg,
Slaughter's [Cedar] Mountain),- officially desig Piehl, Pender, Are her, arnl Thomas, with the bat
nated as the '' Stonewall," in honor of the steadiness teries of Braxton, Latham, Crenshaw, l\Ielntosh,
and gallantry whieh it llisplayed on the same field Davidson, and Pegram; and .Jackson's old division
[the First Bull Run] twelve months before, arnl consisted of the lJrigades of Starke, Taliaferro (Col.
which gained for their commander bis ,rnll-kno"l"l"n A.G. Taliaferro commanding), Wimler (Col. Baylor
sobriquet,-now commanded by Colonel Baylor, comman<ling), aml CamplJell (J\fnjor ,John Sechlon
5th Virginia. Next came the Louisiana brigade, commanding), '1ith the batteries of Brockenlately eommamled by Colonel Sta:ffonl, and now by 1,orongh, Poague, ,voocling, Carpenter, Caskie, and
General "\Villiam E. Starke, who took commaml Raine. After the �6th, Colonel Bradley T. John
about August l!Jth, and who was killell three "Weeks :;on commamled Carupl,ell's lJrigadc. Uencral
afterward at Antietam; then the Georgia brigade, �tuart, with tbe hrigades of Fitz Lee and Robert
commanded by General Alexander R. Lawton ; anrl son, cooperatell with Jaekson.-,Y. B. T.
'\ The resnlts of .r ack,on':-; raitl 0111lanassas Junc
upon the extreme left General I. R. Trimble's bri
gade of Georgia, Mis:,;is:;ippi, North Carolina, a11<l tion were reported hr General H. E. Lee to be Alabama troops. 'l'he batteries engaged were those '' eight pieces of artiller)', with their horses and
of ,vooding, Poague, and Carpenter, much ontnum equipments, were taken. :Hore than 300 prison
bered by the Federal guns, but, toward the close ns, 17:i hon;es, l1esidcs those lwlonging to tho
of the contest, ably supplemented by two pieces artillery, �00 new tents, and imme11se quanti
brought to their support by the "boy-major'' Pel tie:-; of quartermaster's arnl commissary stores fell
ham, of Stuart's Horse Artillery, already famous for into our hands. . . . 30,000 pou11ds of bacon,
his skill and gallantry. Jaekson ordered up twenty 1000 barrel:; of cornrd lrncf, �000 barrels of salt
additional guns, but before they could be lJrought pork, and '..!000 harrels of flour, l1esides other prop
night and fatigue had closed the contest.- W. B. •r. erty of great valne, were burned."- EDITORS.
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as they floated high up in the air, well out of the range of our guns. While
we were longing for the balloons that poverty denied ns, a genius arose for
the occasion and suggested that we send out an<.� gather togethe.r all the silk
dresses in the Confederacy and make a balloon. It was done, and soon ,Ye h8.d
a great patchwork ship of many and varied hues which ,Yas ready for u.·e in
the Seven Days' campaign. ,Ye had no gas except in Richmond, and it ,,as
the custom to inflate the ba11oon there, tie it securely to an engine, and nm
it clown the York River Railroad to any point at which we desired to send it
up. One clay it was on a steamer clown the James ,vhen the tide went out
and left vessel and balloon high and dry on a bar. The Federals gathered
it in, and with it the last silk dress in the Confederacy. This capture was
the meanest trick of the war and one I have never yet forgiven.
By the Seven Days' fighting around Richmond General Lee frustrate(1
l\IcClellan's plans for a siege. At the end of that campaign Lee retiret1 to
Richmond and :McClellan withdrew his forces to "\Vestover Landing, where
intrenchments and gnu-boats made him secure from attack. As his new posi
tion, thus guarded and proterted by the navy, was not assailable, General Lee,
resuming the defensive at Richmond, resolved to strike out by his left in the
direction of Washington, with the idea that the Army of the Potomac might
bo forced to abandon the James River, in defense of its own capital, threat
ened by this move.
Contemporaneously with onr operations on the Chickahominy, the ,Ynsh
ington nuthorities had been organizing the Army of Virginia of three effi
cient corps d'armee; and, continning the search for a young Napoleon, had
assigned General Pope, fresh from the ,Vest, with his new laurels, to·command
this select organization. This army, nuder its dashing leader, was at the same
time moving toward Riclnuond by the Orange and Alt>xmH1ria Raihrny, so
that OUl' move by the left had also in Yiew the Army of Virginia 1 ns the first
obstacle in the way of relief to Richmond-au obstacle to be removed, if pos
sible, before it could be greatly reenforced from other commands.
The assignment of General John Pope to command was announced in Rich
mond three days after the orders were issued in ,Vashington, and the flourish
of trumpets over the manner in ,Yhich the campaign was to be couclucted soon
followed. He was reported to haYe adopted a favorite cxpres8ion of General
Worth's, "Headquarters in the saddle, sir!" and to be riding with as much
confidence as that old chieftain when searching the everglades of Florida for
the Seminole Indians.) Lee had not known Pope intimately, but accepted
the popular opinion of him as a boastful man, quite ambitious to accomplish
great re ·nlts, but unwilling to stncly close!? and properly the means necessary
to gratify his desires iu that direction. Pope was credited with other expres
sions, such as that he cared not for his rear; that he boped iu Virginia to sec
the faces of the rebels1 as in the ,Vest he had been able to see only their
backs.
,Vhen General Lee heard of these strange utterances his estimate of Pope
was considerably lessened. The high-sounding words seemed to come from
J See General Pope's denial, p. 493; and the text of his address, p. 530.-EDIT0RS.
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a commander inex
perienced in warfare.
For centuries there
has been among
soldiers a maxnn:
" Don't despise your
enemy."
General
Pope's words would
seem to indicate
great contempt for
his enemy. Unfor
tnnately for him onr
troops, at that time,
·were not so well clad
that they cared to
LO.'.\GSTREET':< �L\RCII TIIROUGH TIIUltOUGIIFARE G.\P.
show their baf'ks.
With the double pnrposo of dra,Ying l\IcOlollan away from ,Vestovor, and of
checking the advance of tho new enemy thou approaching from ,Vashington
by the Orange and Alexandria Railroad, General Lee sent Stonewall Jackson
to Gordons,,ille, while I remainec1 near Richmond to engage l\IcClellan in case
he shonld attempt an ad,'ance npoll tho Confederate (·apital. Jackson had his
own diYision and that of General R. S. Ewell, and later A. P. Hill was sent to
reeuforce him. l\icDowoll was already in cooperation with Pope, part of his
<:ommand, however, heing still at Fredericksburg. 011 the !1th of Angnst Jack
son e11connteroc1 the eI1em_v near Slaughter or Cedar l\Ionntain. [See page
450.J Thero tho battle of C0<1ar Rnn was fought and tho Federals were
repulsed. In this fight, about 5 o'dock in tho afternoon, the Federals, by a
well-oxocntec1 move, wore pressing the Confederates back, "hon the opportune
approach of two brigades drnngecl tlrn scene, and a counter-attack from our
side drm"e them hack in disorder and left us masters of tho field. ,Vo followed
them some distanec, lmt Jaekson thought them too strongly rcouforcod for
ns to continue the pursuit and risk severe bdtle in a disjointed way; so,
after <'ariHg for our wonnc1od and dead, wo retired to a position behind the
Rapidan to a,Yait tho arrival of General Loe ,Yith other forces. Thus on his
first meeting with tho Confederates in Virginia the new Federal commander
wont to the rear-a c1irection ho was wholly nnnsed to. At that time Gen
eral Loo was feeling ,·err certain that Richmond was in no immediate danger
from an ad,·anco by l\IcCk•llan's forees. He therefore began at once prepara
tions for a Yigorons campaign against Pope. Divisions nnder Generals R. H.
Anderson, Lafa_\·otto l\IrLaws, J. G. Walker, arn1 D. H. Hill wore left to watrh
l\IcOlellan, with instrnctions to follow tho main body of the army as soon
as tho Federals were drawn away from ,Vestm·or.
On the 13th of Augnst my �ommanc1 was ordered to GordonsYiilo, am1
Genoral Lee accompanioc1 me there. J::iokson's troops wore stationed on the
left of tho 01·ango and Aloxnnc1ria Railroad, and I went into camp on the right
of Gorc1ousville. Nortlnntrc1 was the Rapidan River, several miles distant.
. J. ... .
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Farther on, at Culpeper Court Honse, ,,as the army of Pope, and farther still
was the Rappahannock RiYer. A little in advance of my position was Clark's
l\Ionntain, rising several hundred feet above the surronnding hills. \'\Tith
General Lee I proceeded to the mountain, and, climbing to its summit, we
raised our glasses and turned them to the north. There, between tho two
rivers, clustering around Culpeper Conrt Honse, and perhaps fifteen miles
m,ay, we saw the flags of Pope's nrmy floating placidly above the tops of the
trees. From the summit of the mountain we beheld the enemy occupying
ground so "·eak as to i1wite at
tack. Realizing the situation,
General Lee determined on
speedy work, and gaYe orders
that his army should cross the
Rapidan on the 18th and nrnke
battle. He was exceedingly anx
ious to move at once, before Pope
could got reenforcements. For
some reason not fully expla�ned,
,;
onr mo,·ements were delayed and
wo did not cross the Rapidan
: �:::.
until the :?0th. In the meantime
-��
a dispatch to General Stuart was
--c--�-;
captnred by Pope, which gnn'
-�
��:.
information of onr presence and
__;...•--=---contemplated advance. This,
with information Pope already
had, caused him to withdraw to
a Yer.,· strong position behind the
Rappahairnock RiYer, and there,
instead of at Culpeper Court
A �TltAGGLElt OS THE Ll:'(E OF MARCIL
Honse, where the attack was first
meant to be made, General Lee found him. I approached the Rappahannock
at Kelly's Ford, and Jackson approached higher up at Beverly Ford, near
the Orange and Alexandria Rnilroacl bridge.
We reached tho river on the morning of the �1st, without serious opposition,
and fonnd Pope in an almost nnassailable position, with heavy reenforcements
summoned to bis aid. General Lee1s intention was to force a passnge and
make the attack before Pope ('onld concentrate. We hoped to he able t6
interpose, and to strike Pope before l\IcClellan's reenforcemonts could reach
him. ,Ve knew at that time that l\l<'Clellnn was withdrawing from ,Vestover.
I was preparing to force a passage at Kelly's Ford, when I receiYed nn order
from General Lee to proceed to Beverly Ford and mask the movements of
Jackson, "·ho was to he sent np tho river to cross by a left flank movement.
On the ��d Jackson withdrew carefnlly and went on the proposed move.
He sought an opportunity to cross farther np the stre;:i,m, and sncceocled
in putting part of his command across at ,Vnrrenton Springs Ford and in

,ffi

��-}
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occupying a, position there. The flooding rains interrupted his operntions,
making the river past fording a,nd crippling all attempts at forcing a passage.
Jackson therefore withL1rew his forces at night by a temporary bridge. As
the lower fords became impassable by reason of the floods, the Federals
seemed to concentrate agninst Jackson's efforts.
On the '.23d I had quite a, spiritec1 artillery combnt nt Beverly Ford with n,
force of the enemy that had crossed at the railroad bridge near where I ,yn,s
stn,tioned. The superior position mid metal of the Federnls gaye them an
advm1tage, which they improved by skillful practice. 'We had more gnus,
however, and by practice equally clever at length gaine<1 the advantnge. A
little before night the Federals withdrew from the combat, and, finding that
we had gotten the better of them, set fire to n 1111111 her of farm-honses in the
locality.
Pending onr movements south-west of the Rappaham10ek, General Stuart
lrnLl been mnking an effort to go around Pope's army, hut, fearing to remain
on the ,Vushington side of the river in the face of sueh floods as had come,
recrossed with· some important dispatches he lrnd captured by a charge npon
Pope's headqnarters train [see p. 5�8]. This correspondence confirmed the
information we already had, that the Federal army on the James under
l\frClellnn and the Federal troops in the Kanawha Valley nnder Cox lrnd been
onlered to reenforce Pope [see p. �78]. Upon receipt of that information,
Gener:tl Lee ,vns more nnxions than ever to cross at onee. Pope, however,
wns on the alert, and Leo found he conld not attack him to advantage in his
stronghold 1Jehind the Rappahannock. Lee therefore decidecl to change his
whole plan, nnd was gratified, on looking at the map, to find a n'ry eomfort
able way of turning Pope ont of his position. It washy moving Jackson off
to our left, and far to the rear of the Federal army, while I remained in front
with thirty thousaIH1 men to engage him in case he shonld offer to fight.
On the %th Jackson crossed the Rappahannock at Hinson's J\Iill, four
mjles above ,Vaterloo Bridge, and that night encamped at Salem. The next
clay ho passocl throngh Thoronghfaro Gap nncl moved on by Gainesville,
and when sunset came he ,Yas many miles in the rear of Pope's army,
and bet"\i·een it arn1 ,Vnshington. This daring moYe mnst have staggered
the Fec1eral commander. From the RappnLannock, Jackson had gone ,Yith
ont serions opposition to within a stone's-tlll'O\Y of tho field where the first
battle of l\Ianassas was fonght. ,Vhen he arrived at Bristoe Station, jnst
before night, the greater part of the Federal guard at that point fled, and
two trnins of cars coming from the direction of T{arrenton were captnrecl.
Jackson sent a force forward seven miles and cnptnre<l 1\Imrnssas Jnncti011,
taking eight pieces of artillery, a lot of prisoners, and great quantities of
commissary and qnartennaster's stores. He left a force at Bristoe Station
and proceeded to the Junction, arriving there himself on the morning of
the �7th. Dnring the afternoon the enemy attackecl our troops at Bristoe
StsJtion, coming from the direction of Y\Tarrenton Junction in such force that
it was evident Pope hacl discovenxl the situation and was moving wHh his
entire army upon Jackson. The Confederates at tlm station withdrew, after
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a sharp engagement, and the Federals halted there. Jacksou appropriated
such of the supplies captured at l\Ianassas as he could use, and burned the
rest. He then moved over to a position north of the turnpike leading from
Warrenton to Alexandria. There, 011 the old battle-field, Jackson waited for
, the Federals. On the evening of the �8th King's division came moving east
ward clown the turnpike and Jackson met them. A bloody fight ensued,
lasting until 9 o'clock at night. The enemy withdrew, leaving the Confed
erates in possession of the field.
That same evening I arrived at Thoroughfare Gap. But I should say that
during Jackson's march I had been engaging Pope at different points along
the Rappahannock, to impress him with the idea that I was attempting to
force a passaga in his front. On the afternoon of the �6th, Pope's army broke
away from its strong position to meet Jackson's daring and unexpected moVf''.
General Lee decided that I should fo1low at once, and asked whether I wou1d
prefer to force a passage of the riYer, now rapidly fa11ing, or take the route
b)r which Jackson had gone. From the crossing along the route to \Yar
renton were numerous strongly defensiYe positions where a small force could
111.1,·e detained me an uncertain length of time. I thereforo decided to take
Jackson's route, and on the �6th I started. On the �8th, just before night, I
arriYed at Thoroughfare Gap. As we approached, a report was made to me
that the pass was nnocenpied, and ,Ye went into bivouac on tbe ,,est side
of the mountain, sending a brigade under Anderson clown to occup)7 the pass.
As the Confederates neared the gap from one side, Ricketts's di1,•isio11 of
Federals approached from the other and took possession of the east side.
'l1horoughfare Gap is a rough pass in the Bull Run l\Iountains, at some points
not more than a hundred yards ·wide. A tnrbid stream rushes oYer its rugged
bottom, on both sides of ,d1ich the mountain rises several lrnmlred feet. On
the north the face of the gap is almost perpenclicnlar. 'l1be sonth face is
less precipitous, but is covered ,Yith tangled mountain fry am1 projecting
bowlclers, forming a position unassailable when occupied by a small infan
try and artillery force. Up to this moment we had receiYed reports from
General Jackson, at regular intervals, assuring ns of his successful opera
tions, and of confidence in his ability to baffle all efforts of the enemy till
we should reach him. This snclden interposition of a force at a monntain
pass inclicated a purpose on the part of the adversary to hold me in check,
while oYerwhelming forces were being brought against Jackson. This placed
us in a desperate strait; for "·e were within relieving distance, and must
aclopt prompt and vigorous measures that would burst through all oppo
sition. Three miles north was Hopewell Gap, and it -was necessary to get
possession of this in advance of the Federals, in order to have that vantage
ground for a flank movement, at the same time that we forced our ,yay by
footpaths oYer the mountain heights at Thoroughfare Gap. During the night
I sent Wilcox with three brigades through that pass, while Hood was climb
iug over the mountain at Thoroughfare by a trail. We had no trouble in
getting over, aud our apprehensions were relieved at the early dawn of the �9th
by finding that Ricketts had given up the east side of the gap and was many

OUR MARCH AGAINST POPE.

•

�·

• �-

4

"'i.·
.

\•

� :,. .. .. -·,.
-·

·-·.

� :, �-t,;-�

/·

-�

.

,,,,.,,,.

< \

,�l 'c.-.::,-·

a•�;;'?;.·: . -·'->/-,�

,';-.,;/'\_'
i1•�·:\ . --=-i.,®"_�

. �·

, �'\=.\1� �;�� J'\..,:"('.-·..,,..,/_.-,....,;_

..- ,,,.

'�lo,�)-�.,. /y'.,,. l

.

-�

TIEW OF JACKSON'S POSITION AS SEEN FRO)! GROYETOX CORNERS.

••-·I

',•

/. -·,

... �

·

..

C

"' ·

{�,

'J,,

�

FRO3I A RECENT PHOTOGRAPH.

Tim fartheRt ridge i� the line of the unfinished railway. Jacksou'R center occupied the grouu<l in the right of the
picturo. There, on elc,·atcil open grom,d, the front of rt cleep cut, stands the Union moumncnt. [Sec map, p. 500.]

honrs in advance of us, moving in the direction of l\Ianassas Junction. His
forre, instead of marching aronnd Jackson, could have been thrown against
his right and rear. If Ricketts had made this move and the forces in front
had cooperated with him, such an attack, wc11 handled, might have given us
serious trouble before I reached the field.
As we found the pass open at early dawn and a clean road in front, we
marched leisurely to unite our forces on l\Iauassas plains. Before reaching
Gainesville we hoard the artillery combat in front, and our men involuntarily
quickened their steps. Om· comm1mications with Jackson were quite regu
lar, and as he had not expressed a wish that "·e should lnuTy, our troops
were a1lowed to tnko their natural swing nuder the inspu·ation of impending·
uattk•. As "'e approached the field the fire seemed to become more spirited,
and gave additional impulse to our movements. According to the diary of
the YVashington Artillery we filed down the turnpike at Gainesville at 11: 30
A. l\I. ;t The general imprnssiou was that we were there earlier; hut this is
tho only record of time we made on tho ground. _,Ve mnn·hed steadily
from daylight till ,ve reached the field, with the exception of au hour's halt
to permit Stnart's cavalry to file from east to west of us. There were many
of Jackson's men - several thousand- straggling at points along tho road,
who wore take11 for my men, and reported as sueh.
Passing through Gainesville we filed off to the left clown the turnpike, and
:;t GAINES\"ILLE, GA., 8th January. 1 SSG. JI.Iy
a.ttention has just been calletl to a dispatch of the
Federal General J·olm Bnfor<l, written on Angust
'.:?flth, 1 S1;::, at 0: :10 A. JII., in which he giYes information of my troops moYing throngh Gainesville
[Ya.] some three-quarters of an hour hefore his
11ote was written. 'L'lris wonl,J place the head of my
column at Gainesville about fl A. lll., and the line
deployed and ready for battle at 1� 111., which

agrees with my recollection, aml with my evi
,Jenee in t he F. J. Porter case. It seems tl,at the
\Vashi11gto11 Artillery was halted some distnnee in
rear to await my selection of the position to "·l1ieh
it was assigned - hence the late honr (11 :30)
mentioned in the di:iry from which I have quoted
above in fixing the hour of our arrival at Gaines
ville.-J. L. [In this connection see also the tes
timony of others, p. 5:?7.J
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soon came in sight of the troops held at bay by Jackson. Our line of march
brought us in on the left and rear of the Federals. At sight of this favorable
opportunity our artillery was ordered up, with the leading brigades for its
support. Om· advance vrns discovered, however, and the Federals withdrew
from attack, retiring their left across the pike behind Groveton, and taking
strong defensive ground. ':l1he battalion of ,Vashingtou Artillery was thro-wn
forward to a favorable position 011 Jackson's right, and from that point my
line was deployed so as to extend it to the right some distance beyond the
:l\Ianassas Gap Railroad. A Federal corps was reported to be at l\Ianassas
Junction that morning, and we trail-traced Ricketts's division from Thor
oughfare Gap toward the same point; my line ,vns now arranged for atta<:k
in front and also to guard against the force in the direction of the Junction.
This preparation must have taken an hour-possibly more.
As soon as the troops were arranged, General Lee expressed his wish to
have me attack. The change of position on the part of the Federals, however,
involved sufficient delay for a reconnoissance on om· part. To hasten matters
I rode over in the direction of Bre,Yer's Spring, east of the Hampton Cole
House [see map, p. 48�], to see the new position, and had a fair view of
the Federal line, then extending some distance south of the tumpike. The
position was not inviting, and I so reported to General Lee.
The two great armies were now face to face upon the melllorable field of
1861; both in good defensible positions and both anxious to find a point for an
entering wedge into the stronghold of the adversary. It appeared easy for us,
except for the unknown quantity at J.\Ianassas Junction, to overleap the Fed
eral left and strike a decisive blow. This force at the Junction was a thorn
in our side which could not he ignored. General Lee was quite disappointed
by my report against immediate attack along the turnpike, and insisted that
by throwing sollle of the brigades beyond the Federal left their position would
be broken np and a favorable field gained. ,Vhile talking the lllatter .over,
General Stuart reported the advance of heavy foi'Ces from the direction of
Manassas Junction against my right. It proved to be McDowell and Porter.
I called over three brigades, under ,Vilcox, and prepared to receive the
attack. Battle was not offered, and I report�d to General Lee sollle time
afterward that I did not think the foree on my right was strong enough to
attack us. General Lee urged me to go in, and of course I was anxions to
meet his wishes. At the same time I wanted, more than anything else, to
know that my troops had a chance to accomplish what they lllight undertake.
The ground before me was greatly to the advantage of the Federals, but if the
attack had come from them it ,Yonld luwe lJeen a favorable opportunity for
me. After a short while McDowell moved toward the Federal right, leaving
Porter in front of my right with nine thousand men. l\fy estimate of his
force, at the time, was ten thousand. General Lee, finding that attack was
not likely, again became anxious to bring on the battle by attacking do"Wn
the Groveton pike. I suggested that, the day being far spent, it might be as
well to advance just before night upon a forced reconnoissance, get our
troops into the most favorable positions, and have all things ready for battle
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at daylight the next morning. To this he reluctantly gave eonsent, and our
plans were laid accordingly. Wilcox returned to position on the left of the
turnpike. Orders were given for an advanee, to be pursued nuder eover of
night until the main position eould be carefully examined. It so happened
that an o!'der to aclvanee was issued on the other side at the same time, so
that the encounter was something of a surprise on both sides. A very
spirited engagement was the result, we being suceessfnl, so far at least as to
carry our point, eapturing a piece of artillery and making our reconnoissance
before midnight. As none of the re
ports reeciveclofthe Federal positions
favored attack, I so explained to Gen
eral Lee, and our forees were ordered
back to their original positions. The
gnn which we had captured was or
dered to bo eut clown, spiked, aucl left
on the ground.
,Yhen Saturday the 30th broke,
we ,,·ere a little apprehensi,·e that
Pope \Yas going to get away from ns,
a!lcl Pope was afraid that we were
going to get a,vay from him. He
telegraphecl to ,Vashington that I
was in full retreat and he was pre
paring to follow, while we, thinking
he was trying to eseape, were mak
ing
arraug-emeuts for moving by onr
COLOXEL W. �- II. ll.\ YI.OU, f'. S. A., CO)IM.IXD1X<1 TIIE
•
'' STUXE\\'.-\LL" l3nlt,.-IDE; lULLED AUGUST 30,
left across Bull Run, so as to get
1862. Fllf>)f A l'IIOTOnn.\Pll.
over on the Little R.iYer pike and
move clown parallel to his lines and try to interpose between him and ,Vash
ington. ,Ye had about cornpletecl om· anangements, and took it for grm1te<1
that Pope wonltl moye ont that night by the ,Vaneiiton ancl Centreville pike,
and that we L·onlcl move parallel with him along the Little River pike. Gen
eral Lee ,vc1s still anxious to give Pope battle on Manassas plains, lJHt bad
given np the idea of attaeking him in his strong positiou.
Shortly before nine on the 30th, Pope's artillery began to play a little, and
not long afterward some of his infantry force was seen in motion. ,Ve did
not understand that as an offer of battle, but merely as a display to cover his
movements to the rear. Later a consiclernbl0 forco moved out and began to
attack ns on om· left, extending arnl engaging the ·whole of Jackson's line.
EYickntly Pope supposed that I ,Yas gone, as he ,ms ignoring me entirely.
His whole army seemed to snrge np against Jaekson as if to crush him with
an overwhelming mass. At the critieal moment I happened to be riding to
the front of my line to find a place wlrnre I might get in for my share of the
battle. I reached a point a few rods in front of my line on the left of the
pi.ke where I conltl plainly sec the Federals as they rushed in heavy masses
against the obstinate ranks of the Confederate left. It "·as a grand display of
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well-organized attack, thoroughly concentrated and operating cleverly. So
terrible was the onslaught that Jackson sent to me and begged for reenforce
ments. About the same time I received an order from General Lee to the
same.effect. To retire from my advanced position in front of the Federals
and get to Jackson would have taken an hom· and a half. I had discovered
a p1·ominent position that commanded a view of the great sti'uggle, and real
izing the opportunity, I quickly ordered out three batteries, making twelve
guns. Lieutenant Wm. H. Chapman's Dixie Battery of fom· guns was the
first to report and was placed in position to rake the Federal ranks that seemed
determined to break through Jackson's lines. In a moment a heavy fire of
shot and shell ·was being pom·ecl into the thick columns of the enemy, and in
ten minutes their stubborn masses began to waver and giYe back. For a
moment there was chaos; then order returned and they re-formed, apparently
to renew the attack. Meanwhile my other eight pieces reported to me, and
from the crest of the little hill the fire of tweh"e gnus cut them clown. As the
cannon thundered the ranks broke, only to be forme(l again with clogged
determination. A third time the batteries tore the Federals to pieces, arnl as
they fell back under this tenihle fire, I sprung everything to the charge.
My troops leaped forward with exultant yells, anll all along the line we
pushed forward. Farther and still farther back we pressed them, until at
10 o'clock at night we had the field; Pope was across Bull Run, and the vic
torious Confederates lay clown 011 the battle-ground to sleep, while all nrouncl
were strewn thousands-friend and foe, sleeping the last sleep together.
The next morning the Federals were in a strong position at Centreville. I
sent a brigade across Bull Run under General Pryor and occupied a point
over there near Centreville. As our troops proteecled to bury their dead, it
began to rain, as it had clone on the clay after the first battle of l\Ianassas.
As soon as General Lee could make his preparations, he ordered Jackson to
cross Bull Run near Suclley's and turn the position of the Federals occupying
Centreville; and the next clay, September 1st, I followed him. But the
enemy diseoverecl our tm·ning movement, abandoned Centreville, and put
out toward ,Vashington. On the evening of September 1st Jackson encount
ered n pai-t of the Federal force at Ox Hill [ or Chantilly; see map, p. 450],
and, attacking it, had quite a sharp engagement. I came np just before
night and found his men retiring in a good deal of confusion. I asked
Jackson what the situation was, and added that his men seemed to he
pretty well dispersed. He said, "Yes, but I hope it will prove a victory."
I moved my troops out and occupied the lines where he had been, relieving
the few men who were on picket. Just as we reached there General Kearny,
a Federal officer, came along looking for his line, that had disappeared. It was
raining in the woods, and was so late in the clay that a Federal was not easily
distinguished from a Confederate. Kearny did not seem to know that he was
in the Confederate line, and our troops did not notice that he was a Federal.
He began to inquire about some command, and in a moment or so the men saw
that he was a Federal officer. At the same moment he realized where he was.
He was called upon to surrender, bnt instead of doing so he wheeled his
VOL. IT. 34
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YIE\\' FIWJI TIIE HENRY lJILL DURING TIIE ATTACK UPON JACKSON, ABOUT FOUR O'CLOCJ,,
AUGUST 30TH. FRO�! A Sl,ETCII �!ADE AT THE TDIE.

Iu the forcgronll(l Re:,nol<ls's <li\·ision is marching to the defense of the left flanlr, where :i\Iilroy is fighting on
Daill Hill. The stone house on the turnpike is seen in the hollow.-EDITORS.

horse, lay flat on the animal's neck, clapped spurs into his sides and dashed
off. Instantly a half-dozen shots rang ont, and before he had gone thirty
steps he fell. He had been in tho army all his life, and we knew him and
respected him. His body was sent over tho lines under a flag of truce. [See
p. 538.] The forces we bad been fighting at Ox Hill proved to be the rear
guard covering the retreat of the Federals into Washington.� They escaped
and we abandoned further pm·suit.
The entire Bull Run campaign up to Ox Hill was clever and brilliant. It
was concoiYecl entirely by General Lee, who held no such consultation over it as
he had clone in beginning the Seven Days' campaign. The movement around
Pope ·was not as strong as it shonlcl have been. A skillful man could have
concentrated against me or Jackson, aucl given ns severe battles in detail. I
suppose Pope tried to get too many men against Jackson before attacking. If
be had been satisfied with a reasonable force he might have overwhelmed him.
General Pope, sanguine by nature, was not careful enough to keep himself
informed about the mo-vements of his enem�'. At half-past four on the after
noon of the 29th, he issued an order for Porter to attack Jackson's right,
supposing I was at 'rhoronghfare Gap, when in fact I had been in position
since noon, and was anxiously awaiting attack. It has been said that General
Stuart, by raising a dust in front of Portor, so impressed him that he did not
offer battle. I know nothing of the truth of tho story, and ne-ver heard of it
till after the war. If from any snch cause Porter was prevented from attack
ing me, it was to onr disaclvantage and delayed our -victory twenty-four
hours. Porter knew I was in his front He had captured one or two of my
men, which ga-vo him information of my position before he actually saw me.
If Porter had not appeared when he did I wonlcl have attacked by our right
� 1t appears from the official reports that the Union force enconntered by Jackson at Chantilly (Ox
Hill) was the atlvance of Pope's army, which had changetl front in anticipation of attack down Little
River Pike. (See pp. -Hl::l, 403.)-EDITORS,
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early in the afternoon. In that event
Porter would have had a fine oppor
tunity to take me on the wing and
strike a fearful blow. As it was, he
was a check upon my move against
Pope's main position. If I had ad
vanced upon Pope I would have
been under an enfilade fire from Por
ter's batteries, and if I had advanced
upon Porter I would have been un
der a fire from the batteries on
Pope's front as severe as the raking
fire from my batteries the next cla�·,
when Pope was massed against
Jackson. Had Porter attacked me
between noon and night on the 29th,
I should have received his nine thou
sand with about double that mnn
ber. I would ha-ve held my line to
receive the attack, and as soon as
l\lAJOR-GENEJ:AL ROBERT H. )IILROY.
his line developed his strength I
FRO)I A PHOTOGRAPH.
would have thrown three brigades
forward beyond his extreme left. When my line of battle had broken
up the attack, as it certainly would have clone, these three brigades would
have been thrown forward at the flauk, and at the same time my main line
would have pushed on in the pursuit. The result would have been Por
ter's retreat in confusion, and I might possibly have reached Pope's left
and rear in time to cnt him off. "\Vhen his army was well concentrated on
the 30th he was badly cnt np and defeated. It does not seem unreason
able to conclude that attack on the 29th in his disjointed condition would
have lJeen attended with more disastrous results to him. If I had been
attacked under the 4:30 order [see p. 475] the result might have been loss
damaging, as Porter would lrnve had the night to cover his retreat, and the
Federal army could have availed itself of the darkness to screen its move
across Bull Run. But Porter's attack at night, if not followed by the back
retreat of the army, would have drawn me around the Federal left and put
me in a position for striking the next day.
Colonel Charles Marshall, of General Lee's staff, in his evidence before the
Fitz John Porter Board, puts my forces on the 29th at 30,000. It is difficult to
see how Porter with 9000 men was to march over 30,000 of the best soldiers
the world ever knew. Any move that would have precipitated battle would
have been to our advantage, as we were ready at all points and waiting for an
opportunity to fight. The situation will be better understood when we reflect
that the armies were too evenly balanced to admit mistakes on either side. I
was waiting for an opportunity to get into the Federal lines close upon
the heels of their own troops. The opportunity came on the 30th, but the
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Federal army was then concentrated; had it come on the �9th I would have
been greatly pleased.
It is proper to state that General Lee, upon hearing my guns on the 30th,
sent me word that if I had anything better than reenforcing Jackson to pursue
it, and soon afterward rode forward and joined me. Jackson did not respond
with spirit to my move, so my men were subjected to a severe artillery fire
from batteries in front of him. General Lee, seeing this, renewed his orders
for Jackson to press on to the front. The fire still continued severe, however,
and General Lee, who remained with me,
was greatly exposed to it. As we could
not persuade him to drop back behind it,
I finally induced him to ride into a rm'inQ
w-J1ich threw a traverse between us and
the fire, which was more annoying than
fire from the front.
On the 31st we were engaged in caring
for onr wounded and cleaning up the bat
tle-field. General Lee was quite satisfied
,vi.th the results of the campaign, though
he had very little to say. He was not
given to expressions of pride. Under all
circmnstances he wns a moderate talker,
and in everything was unassuming. His
he::ci.dquarters were exceedingly simple.
COLO!'EL FLETCIIEH WEBSTER.
FltO)I A PIIOTOGRAP!l.
He had his tents of the same kind as the
Colonel Webster (son of Daniel "·elrnter) c·om
mandetl the 12!1:tl\Iassachusetts Voluutcers (Ricl{ other officers-perhaps a few more, to
etts's diYision) aud was 111ortall:,won11detlAugust accommodate his larger staff. He made
30th, in the ,lefeuse of Bal<l Hill [see map, p. 482].
no display of position or rank. Only when
he was specially eugaged conld a sentinel bo seen at the door of his tent.
On the march he usually had his headquarters near mine.
I ,ms graduated with Pope at "\Vest Poiut. He was a handsome, clashing
fellow, and a splendid cavalryman, sitting his horse beautifully. I think he
stood at the head for riding. He did not apply himself to his books very
closely. He studied about as much ns I did, but knew his lessons better. ,Ve
were graduated in 18-!�, Jmt Pope saw little of active service till the opening
of the Civil ,Var. When he assumed command of the Army of Virginia he
was in the prime of life, less than forty years old, and had lost little if any of
the clash and grace of his youth. D. H. Hill, Lafayette ::McLaws, J\Innsfield
Lovell, Gustavus \V. Smith, R.H. Anderson, A. P. Stewart, and Enrl Van Dorn
were among the Confederate commanders -who were graduated in the same
class with mo. Of the Federal commanders, there were of that class-besides
Pope-Generals Jolm Ne\don, ,V. S. Rosecrans, George Sykes, Abner Double
day, and others less promiuent. Stonewall Jackson came on four years after my
class. General Lee had preceded us abont fourteen years. GeneralEwell,who,Yas
hurt in this battle, was in the same class with Tecumseh Sherman__and George
H. Thomas. A truer soldier and nobler spirit than Ewell never drew sword.
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"Jeb" Stuart was a very
daring fellow and the best
cavalryman America ever pro
duced. At the Second Ma
nassas, soon after we beard of
the advance of :McDowell and
Porter, Stuart came up and
made a report to General Lee.
'\Vhen be had clone so General
Lee said he had no orders at
that moment, but he requested
Stuart to wait awhile. There
upon Stuart turned round in
bis tracks, lay down on the
ground, put a stone nuder his
head and instantly fell asleep.
General Lee rode away and
in an hour returned. Stuart
was still sleeping. Lee asked
for him, and Stuart sprang to
his feet and said, " Here I am,
General."
General Lee replied, "I want
you to send a message to your
troops over on the left to send
a few more cavalry over to the
right."
"I would better go myself,"
said Stuart, and with that he
swung himself into the saddle
and rode off at a rapid gallop,
singing as loud as he could,
'Jine the cavalry.'"
General Toombs, our Georgia
fire-eater, was given to criti
cising pretty severely all the
officers of the regular army
who had joined their fortunes
with those of the Confeder
acy. He was hot-blooded and
impatient, and chafed at the
delays of the commanders in
their preparations for battle.
His general idea was that the
troops went out to fight, ancl
he thought they should be
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allowed to go at it at once. Au incident that occurred in the second Ma
nassas campaign will serve to illustrate his characteristic hot-headedness.
As we ·were preparing to cross the Rapidan, Stuart sent me word that be
had cut off a large cavalry force and had all the fords guarded except one.
He asked that I detail fi force to guard that point of escape. The work was
fissigned to the commnud nuder General rroombs, who was absent at the time.
He had met a kindred spirit in the person of a wealthy Virginian named
l\Iorton, whom he had known in Congress, and was out dining with him.
They were both good livers and loved to have their friends with them. In
going back to his command General Toombs came upon his troops on the
road and inquired what they were doing there. The explanation was made.
Toombs had had a good dinner and felt independent. He said ho wonld give
the general to understand that he mnst consult him before sending his troops
out to guard a ford, and thereupon he ordered them hack to camp. As the
mystified troops marched solemnly back, the matter was reported to me and
I ordered Toombs under arrest. As we marched against Pope I nllowed him
to ride with his command, expecting that he would make some explanation
of his conclnct. He did not do so, and tho next I heard of him he was stop
ping along the route and making stnmp-speedies to the troops and referring
in anything but complimentary terms to the commander of his division. I
then sent him back in arrest to Gordonsville, with instructions to confine him
self to the limits of that town until further orders. He obeyed the command
and went to Gordonsville. Just as I was leaving the Rappahannock, having
received a long letter of apology from him, I directed him to join his com
mand. As ·we were prepnring for the charge at l\Ianassas, Toombs arrived.
He was riding rapidly, with his hat iu his hancl, aucl was very much excited.
I was just sending a courier to his command with n, dispatch.
" Let me can>' it ! " be exclaimed.
",Vith pleasure," I responded, and lrnncled him the paper.
He pnt spurs to his horse aml clashed off, accompanied by a courier. "\Vhen
he rode np nnd took command of his brigade there was wild enthusiasm, and,
everything being ready, an e:s:nltant shont was sent up, and the men sprang
to the charge. I had no more trouble with Toombs.
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THE TIME OF LONGSTREET'S ARRIVAL AT GROVETON.

1\1 . PERRY, sergeant in Company E, 7Gth New
• York ( of Doubleday's brigade, King's division,
McDowell's corps), wrote to the editors in 1
6 to
say that he w,is wounded in the attack made on the
flank of King's division as it was passing Jarkson's
fro nt on the evening of August 2 8th, was left on
tho field, was taken prisoner, hobbled off the next
morning, aud again fell into the h au<ls of tho
enemy, Hood's meu, of Longstreet's corps. By au
ingenious device he managed to retain possession
of his watch. He says :
" 1 awoke at 7 A. �1.. Anisust 29th, by tho ,vnrrenton
Pike, near Douglass's woods. A few yards away, under
the t rees, were several wounded comracles. . . . I
made use of a broken musket as a Cl'lltch, ancl wns "·ell
on my way to the s helter of the t rees, when some one
called out : ' Throw clown that gun.' It wns not until
the order had beeu repeated that I was aware it wns
addressed to me. Looking ronncl, I saw a company
of I he enemy's cavalry approacbiug. 1 dropped tho gun,
ancl they roclo up ancl claimed u;; as prisoners.
" A few of the Confederates rcmninecl with us nearly
t wo hom·s, an<l were then compelled to rc·tire before
Sc!Jenck's skirmishers, who passed through tile woo<ls,
ancl romainecl west of us, 11ossibly t L1irty minnte8, when
they in tnrn retired whl'nce t h ey came, followed hy tl.Joi,e
of t ile enemy, witb whom they exchanged a iew shots.
The enemy's :skirmishers 11:1ssed clown the pike aml
through tho field sont.h of it., followed by tho 2<1 ,l\Iissis
sit1J1i, of Hood'::; <li,ision, which haltc<l a few yanls em,t
of us. The enemy now l1egnn to arrive in force, arnl
oc.cupiecl the womls. Hood's t roops remained here from
11 A. �1. until nearly sundown, when they WPnt f'orwnrcl
arnl engr1ged our troops under n atch sonth•east of
G roveton.
" This action bet.ween Hoocl nml Hatch at s1rnsct,
Augnst 29th, was fought east, rathert.hnu west of Gro,·c
ton, as laicl clown on the map [p. 4,3], which woul<l
h:we been only a few yards from us, an<l within fnll view.
Tile battle took place, I shollld think, nt least a mile cast
of Douglass's woods. Participants in that action, who
vi;;itcll tlrn ficlrl with me in October, 188.3 , wrre positi,o
regarding tile locality of the fight .
" i\ly recollect ion of the t ime of Hood's arrirnl i:a; con•
currccl in by fello"·-prisoners with whom 1 lm,e r<> cently
corrcs11oncled. They say, ' 10 A. �r •• and t ho woods ,,ere
full of the enemy's troops nt 11 o'eloclr.'
" General Leo's beadqu.uters d nring the 29th nn<l 30th
were on tile elevation between Prig-eland lano a ncl
J\Icaclowville lane [see p. 473], a few lmmlrcd yrir,lR
WCRt of us. "'hen he mo,ecl ou the 31st, tho barnl
stopped and p!aJ·ed ' Dixie ' for us in good old Sonthcrn
style."

between Porter's corps and Jackson's right flank. Be•
fore Porter could hrll"e attacked JackRon's right, it would
ba,c been necesRary for him to remove or dis11erse this
force, which must ha,·e been much larger t!J:r n - if not
double - hi s own. I ,oluntcer!'cl for skirmish duty, and
we remaiued in this 1rnsitiou all tl10 romnin<lor of that
clay, nnd nntil about 4 o'clock in tho a ft< > moon of t he
30th of .August, nt which time we ntl,nnr.c<l ngainRt the
enemy, who5e line wns t hen at the Cllinn house. I feel
pcrfcc1 ly assurNl that w e - that is, D. R. ,Touos's cliYiRion
of se,crnl thousand men - were in frnnt of Port<'r all the
clay, 29th of .August, nnd that Gcnc1·nl Pope is utterly
rnista,k cn when lie says we were not."
General E. 1\1. Law, then colonel of the 4th Ala
lmma Regiment, commaucling Whiti11g's brigade
of Hood's division, h as written as follows in the
Philadelphia " Vl'eekly Press " :

'' The true st OIT of tho forcing of Thoroughfare G ap
has ne,er beeu fully t old. Bare nllusiuus were made
in ROlllC of the oftieial reports to the fact t bnt Hood's di
vision was sent o,cr t h e moun tain by a trail nort h of
the pns�. and I h a ,e. seen it stated t hnt I loocl was
1'tlitl!'d by a wood•choppcr, who was fam iliar with the
monntuiu.
The fnc1 s nre these : l\Ir brigade wns
leriding tile cliYi8ion whl'n it renc!Jod t.he mountain.
There �J met General Hood, coming from t h<' clircc
t ion of tile gap. He informed me tlrnt it was held
ou the other sicle in strong foree by the enemy, nud t hat
Jones's dj vision was uuahle to force it. l ie was accom.
pnnietl hy a man li,ing in tho vicinity, who, he said,
woul<l gniclo me by a trail across the monntniu, a short
<listance above tho gnp. llis own brigade was to follow
mino. The I.lend of ruy column was at once tu rued to the
11'-ft,, aucl, striking a i,Jight trnil, cornme11cell the aseeu t.
I had n ot gone half-way up the side of f.110 monutain
when my n-11i<lo eit!Jer miRsecl the trail or i t ran out. At
any rntc, he seemecl to lrnow as little as I tlicl, and told
me he conltl guide me no fart!Jer. Letting !Jim go, I
mo,ed on t11rough t he tangled woods and h ng-e rocks
until the crest wns reached. Hore we were confronted
b:, a nntur::il wall of roek, which �comc,1 irnpnRsablc.
l\ien were sent out on bot h sides to search for some open
ing through which we might pass, nncl a crevice wn� Roou
fonn<l se,·ernl feet nbon, om· Ie,l'l, where the men could
get through one at a time, t he first one being lirtnl nµ by
those behind, and each mnn as ho got UJl lcucling n hcl11·
ing hand t o the next. As I stood on !-he crest n rnl hc � rd
the fighting in t he gap hPlow nncl the clistnnt thuuder111g
of Jackson's battle at J\Innas�as, I felt 1 hat tho sonncl
of each gnu wns a call for hl'lp, nncl tho progress of t ho
men, one by one, across the rocky barrier seem eel pain•
fnlly slo11. Ju fact, t h ey got t hrough in an almost in
credibly short time. A s soon as t he lending regiment was
over, a skirmish line wns pnshecl down the mountain,
·wmhuu R. Houghton, attoruey-at-law, of Hayne which Oil thi� side sloped gPntly, and lll'l'SCUted few Ob·
stacles except a �mall ravine aud strPam wl!iolJ issued
ville, Alabama , writes to the editors as follows :
from the ga11 it elf. The Fcderal lm11 eries at the month
" I belonged to Toombs's brigade of D. R. JoneR's cli• of the gap soon came in sigh t . They were tiring Rtcn<lily
,i8ion, and we were ready to mareb from the eastern bnt leisurely, an<l se!'mecl :l"- if thl'y were 1 here to stay.
encl of Thoroughfare Gap at daylight. on the moming of J\fy whole l1rigade were soon o,er, tho skirmishersi n tile
the 29th of A ngnst, but ot. her troops filing past oce11piccl mo:mtimc pressing forward upon the flank of the bat•
t.he roacl, so that we did not mo,e nntil a Ii ttle after i,nn• tories, which were less t h an hnlf a mile off. As they
ri�e. ,ve mo,·e,1 at a quick pace, without halting. until emerged into the op<'u g:round at the foot of t h!' mon_nt
we filed to the right of tlle roncl near Groveton. J\Iy ain :incl engaged t he Feclernl skirmishers on the ranne
recollection of t lie distrince we rnnrchecl is thnt it wns rilrend v mentione<l, there was a commotion among t he
eight or nine milcR.. At t.he time of our arrivnl some of llntteries, whic!J limbered up and rnpitlly mon•d otr.
" It was now ue:1rly 1lrirk. l\Iy sldnni�hl'rs were press•
Longstreet'8 t roops who had prcC'eclecl us were formed
i n two lines fronting toward Centreville. while Jones's in� stca<lily forwar<l, followed by t .hc main line, when I
<livision wn� <leployecl, fnei:ng more town r,1 J\Iannssns received an order from a staff.officer of Gcuernl IToo<l
Station. I ,In not know the exact t ime of our arri val, ,lirectin"' me to return at once to the gap by the way I
hut It eonlcl not I.Jaye been l ater than 11 o'clo<'k. J\Iy had cor;;e - that the enPmV wns ret 11'iug. This was
rocolkct10n is that it was earlier than the horn· named, plain enough. but of what had eansecl him to rel ire I-Ioocl
nnd t hat .Jones•s w!Jo]i, clivision. in addi tion to t.he two was at that time entirely ignorant. r renrnns1rnt ecl
1ines of men who had preceded us. wai; in poilit-ion on again�t t ile order, lmt waE told that it was peremptory.
Yery favorable ground before 11 o'clock in the <lay, and I therefore had no choice but to move back, and march
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two miles and a half in the night to reaeh a point less than
half a mile from where I had Rtartcll. We passell
t11rongll tlle gap arnl camped that nigllt on tlle ground
tllat Ri<'kctts's troops llatl l!eld i11 tllc afternoon. Tlle
sccoml battle of Bull Run wa� practically decideu at
Thoroughfare Gnp. Had lllcDowell's whole corpA hem,
assigncci to the duty of !;:cc.ping Longstreet on the ,vest
sillc of the Bull !tun i\Iou11tains, it could, properly
handled, have kept him there long enough to cnahlo
General Pope to crnsh Jackson \Vith the other forces at
hfa disposal.
·• At stmrise tlle next morning we were on tlle mar('h
towarcl )Ianassas, II00t1'ti dh·hion leading. A short
llelay was canse,l n(•ar Gainesville by tlle passage of a
portion of :-tnart·� ca,alry from left to right across our
line of mar,�h; hnt before 10 o'clock the bead of the
column reached Jaclrnuu'H battle-tieltl, where hea,y artil
lery firing was then going 011. There hn,c been many
different At-atemcnt� as to tho time of Longstreet's ar
rh·al at :IInnrrnsaR on tlw 20th of August. Tam absolutely
eertaiu tlrnt Hood's (Ii vision reachCll there not later than
the time abo,·c stall'd. 'I'he ,list:mec to onr eamp of the
previous night was nwler cigl1t miles, and we marched
stea,1i!y from 6 o'clock until we reaclled thp. field,
witll the cxec]ltion of less thau au hour's halt cansc,1 hy
tlle pasRage of the ca,alry alrc:it!y referred to. At th:it
time, in addition to the artillery firing, hea,y slrinnis1I
h1g was in progTC'ss :ilong- Jaclrnon's line, wllich was
J'ormetl on the gradiug- of :111 1mfi11ishell railroad running
from Sndley Fonl to a point uear the ,Yarrenton turnpike
in rear (DOI'tll-westl of Groveton. The liue formed an
acute ang
. h with tlle pike, a1111 the right wing was
thro\Vn hack so as partially to face that road. Federal
troops were moYing on a1111 to the Routh of the pike,
around Jackson's right, when we arriYed. Our di,isiuu
was thrnwu quicldy into line across the road, one bri
gade ou ea,•h silk, alHI JH'css,·tl these troops stea11ily
hark nutil Jackson's tl.lnk was clParell, when we tnok
up a line on tlle rillge west of Gro,-eton, slightly in at!
vauee of .Jackson's right.
"The other troops ofLougstrcet's eommaml wercnow
rapic1ly eoming up. KempPr, witll three brigades, tool,
position to tlle right of Iloo,1, arnl D.R. Jones's clivision
still farther to the right, extending tlle line a mile arnl
a half south of the turnpike. Evairn's brigaL!e came 1111
in rear of Hood, and Wilcox's three ])l'iga<les were
postecl in rear of the intenal hetwecn Longstreet's left

am! JackRon's right, the interval itself being occupied
hy Colonel Walton's battalion of Washington Artillery."
Colonel John S. Mosby, C. S. A., said, in 18S7,
in his lecture 011 "iYar Reminiscences":
"The reason that Jackson left l\Ianassas was that
Stnnrt hn,1 captured a dispatell showing tllat Pope was
couccntrating his army on that point. General Jacl,
son says: 'GcuC'ral Stnnrt kC'pt me aclvisec1 of the
mo,cments of tllc enemy.' In a dispnteh to Fitz John
Porter, on the m·euing of the 27th, Pope ordered llim to
be at Bristoe at Llayli!!;llt the next morning to hag Jnek
so11, wlio waR then five miles off. Genernl Pope says
tllat Jaekson made a mistake in lca,ing :llan:issas before
he got there. If Jaekson went there to be eaught, it
was. If Pope bad reachecl the 11lace at clnyliµ-llt lle
wonlll ha,·e found nothing but a rPar-gnard of Stnart',;
ca,alry. IIe has eensnre,l Porter for not getting there
in time to bag Jnekson. Pope himself nrriYed about
llOOII. It llappened that the CYCUiug before I rodf\ off
to a farmPr':< house to get some sn]lper arnl slept under
a tree in the yard. The next morning I returnee] to the
Jn11ction thinkin,;- our :irmy was stil1 there. I founcl
the place llesertetl ancl a:s silent as tllc cities of the plain.
So, if General Pope and Fitz .Jolln Porter had come at
that time they migllt ha,e cnught me, that is, if their
horsPs were fastC'r than mine.. .. On thP c,eni11g of
the 28th, Longstreet tlru,e Ricketts's diYision from
Thorong-l!J'nrP, nrnl the heal! of his column bivouacked
witbiu ahont six rnilcH of Jack,;ou. During tlie light I
rmle with Stn:1rt toward Tllorongllfare Gap. AR Riclrntts
was then between him am! Loni;strcct, Stuart SC'nt a
dispatch hy a trusty messenger nrgiug-llirn [Longstreet)
to prci,s on to the support of Jackson.''
Aud in a letter to the editors, referring to the
above, Colonel :Mosby says:
"Yun will also Ree that I make Rome new points in
Fitz ,John I'ortc>r's ease. I was a wituess agniust him
arnl was smncwhat prejudiced agai1rnt him by tl1e un
wise attaeks his friends made on Stuart, nncl by being :1
particular friel](l of ColonC'l [T. C. ll.] Smith, w110 prc
fC'n·l'tl charges against Porter. You may rememher that
Ge11eral Pope in his •Century' article qnotes Stuart's
rL•port to con,iet Porter: IJoth shies ha,e misuIHlC'rstoot!
it. Stnart is a conclusive witness for Porter. I took
notlling iu my lcctm·e seeond-hand.
''

l\IARCHIN'G O:N :MANASSAS.
BY W.ROY l\IASON, l\IAJOR, C. S. A.

O

N the �:=:d of August, as onr brigade (Field's,
of Hill's division) was passing through an oak
forest se,eral miles from our starting-point in the
morning, General Field aml his staff riding leis
mely at its bead, we were bailed by General Fitz
hugh Lee, who, with bis staff, had alighted on one
side of the rortd. Ho requested us to dismount, as
be hall something to show us. He tbeu slipped
behind a hig oak-tree. anrl, in a moment or two,
emerged dressed iu the long blue cloak of a
Federal general that reached nearly down to his
feet, and wearing a Federal general;s bat with its
big plume. This masquerade was aceompauied by
a burst of jolly laughter from him that might ha Ye
been heawl for a hunrlred yards. 1Ve inquired as
to what this meant, and he tol,l us that the night
before he had made a raid upon Pope's bead
quart<'rs, near Catlett's Station. with orders to
capture him. He had surrounded bis tent, but

upon going in bad found only the supper-table
spread there, and ucar it a quartermaster [:Major
Charles N. Goulding] and one or two minor staff
officers, whom be took greatly by surprise.
Pope's cloak and bat were in the tent, and be
was told that the general bad taken them off 011
account of the beat, and bad walked down through
the woods to visit the headquarters of some other
gP11eral,-wbere, they did not kno\\'. Being pressed
for time, an<l anxious to retreat from a position
that might soon become a dilemma, General Fitz
LeP reqnestC'cl the quartermaster to open the mili
tary chest of his ehief, ·which was found to contain
(to the best of mv recollection) $350,000 in grPen
baeks, aft<'r whi�h, mounting the Federal officers
lwbind three of bis men, he preparNl to go.* He
did not forget to take the supper from thE' table,
how<'ver, or the uniform coat and hat from the
chair.

* General Stuart reports that Fitzhnp;ll Lee's com
mand "charp;P<l tl1e camp, captnrinp; a larp;e nnmber of
prisoners. pnrticnlarly olficers, arnl seenring publie prop-

crt,v to a fabulous nmo1mt." Pope's uniform, his llorAes
and equipments and money-chC'AtA were included in the
eunmeration of cnpt.urC's.-EDITORS.
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Proceeding on our way, when we reached l\Ianas n, breakfast of cold chicken, lamb, and lJiscuit,
sas Plains on the moming of the 27th, a mile and coffee tlrn,t by this time, had also grown cold.
or a mile and a half from the Junction, onr brigade It had not been spread for us, but- "Telle est la
in the van of Jackson's corps,-a staff-officer of fortune de la guerrr.'' There were also (L hanel of
General Fitz Lee's,-who had precelled us agai11 cut sugar, a sack of ,Java coffee, and similar luxu
after our late encounter,-rode back to explain the ries. There I found for the first time a heel ,vith
new situation.
feather pj]lows arnl bolster, upon which I at once
He saill that Fitz Lee had reached l\1:rnassas threw myself, begging to he allowell to rest, if but
Junction at daybreak and made bis appearance for ten minutes.
before the euemy. General George W. 'l'aylor, of
In a short time General A. P. Hill sent us an
the U. S. army, commanding a brigade of Frank order to buru all the quartermaster and commis
iin's division advancing from Alexandria, for the sary stores with all tl1c buildings, a111l requested
protection of the stores at ilianassas Junction, me to SHperintend the execution of the Ol'ller. It
supposillg that Lee was making a mere carnlry was with the greatest pain that I complied with
reconnaissance, and not aware of the Confetlerate this order, as there were ::so many tl1ings that we of
forces between General Pope aud himself, lrntl the South absolutely required; lmt "·e hail no
demanded Fitz Lee's unconditional sul'remler, wagons to transfer them. It mnst lJC reme1ulJered
adding that, as Pope was in the rear and bis that we ,rnre within twenty miles of \Vasbington,
retreat was entirely cut off, there was no alterna \\'itb Pope's enormous army between us and Long
tive. Lee returned him a facetious answer, street's corps, which we ba(l left at the Fauquier
requesting an hour to consider the question, sup White Sulphur Springs.
posing by that time that General Jackson would
Before I executed my ortler in burning the com
be up with him.
missary and quartermaster stores, howeYer, I took
,vhen we appeared from the woolls which had the holster-case from the headquarters tent, fi11ed
concealed the infantry, General Taylor, still con it with cut sugar, and tied it at one end, anti filled
sidering, when be saw us, that we were only a the pillow-case with Java coffee, arnl succeeded in
brigade of infantry that supported Lee's cavalr;·, strapping both behind my horse, .for which small
advanced towartl us in three lines of battle. "'e act of pro,·idence I "·as amply praised by General
brought our batteries, four in munber, to bear, Fiehl. I bad hoped to get an amlmlnuce to carry
the shot and shell from which began to plow these, but was unfortunate enough to miss it.
As I before remarked, the army was far from
through their ranks before we opened on them
with our infantry. They closed up the gaps aml being happy about its position, of which we knew
marched toward ns in the most perfect line of the really critical natme, am! just below us, a few
battle that I had seen during the war, ancl it was miles over the plains, we could bear a terrific artil
only when General Jackson's co1·ps e11velopetl lery fire. I became uneasy as it continued, aml
them front and flanks that they broke. General seeing General Jackson, who stood in the porch
Taylor was mortally wounded, almost in the first of one of the commissary depots, I proposed to·
onset, a111l bis men were nearly all captured, or Ge11e1·al Field to let me go over a111l ask him if
rendered hors de co111bat, as we chased them toward General Longstreet had passed through Thorough
fare Gap. Through t.his be must necessarily pass
·washington for many miles.
That evening we took possessiou of the enor to reach us, and it was known to have been held
mous commissary and quartermaster stores of the lJy the enemy, aml was, besides, a sort of second
Pass of Thermopylm iu its difficulties. When I
enemy.
The buildings that sheltered them were shetls made this proposition to Genernl Fielcl, who was
reaching, as well as my memory srrves me, for an olcl army officer, he replied promptly: "No,
many hundred yards, and contaiuing everything sir,-yon cannot carry any such message from me
necessary to the equipment of an army, but, having to General ,Tackson."
"Well, Field, then I am going o,er to ask 011 my
only ambulances with us, we could carry away
nothing but mellical supplies, which we fou)l(l in own account," I said.
"Then let it be distinctly understoo(l "- was
abundance. The first order that General Jackson
issued was to knock out. the heads of bnndrecls of the answer-" that you don't go officially."
,valking over to where General Jackson stood,
barrels of whisky, wine, brandy, etc., intenclecl for
the army, I shall never forget the scene when and saluting him, I remarked: "General, we are
this was llone. Streams of spirits ran like ,rnter all of us desperately uneasy about Longstreet and
through the sauds of l\Ianassas, and the soldiers the situation, and I have c-omc over 011 my own
on bands and knees drank it greedily from the a<'count to ask the question: Has Long-street passed
Thoroughfare Gap successfully f" ,vith a smile
gronlltl as it ran.
General C. W. Field and staff took possession of General Jackson replied: "Go back to your com
the Federal headquarters. When ,re reached mand, and say, 'Longstreet is through, and we
them, we found spread upon the table. rmtouched, are going to whip in the next battle.'"
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N the operations of 1862, in Northern Virginia, the
men of Jackson's corps have always claimed a
peculiar proprietorship. The reorganization of
the disrupted forces of Banks, Fremont, and l\Ic
Dowell under a new head seemed a direct chal
lenge to the soldiers who had made the Valley
Campaign, and the proclamation of General Pope;
betokened to the "foot-cavalry" au infringement
of their specialty, demanding emphatic rebuke.
Some remnant of the old espr-it cle COl]JS yet sur
vives, and prompts this narrative.
After the check to Pope's aclYance at Cedar
l\Iouutaiu, on the 9th of August, and while we
awnitecl the arrival of Longstreet's troops, A. P.
Hill's division rested in camp at Crenshaw's farm.
Our brigade (Field's) was rather a new one in
organization and experience, most of us having
"smelt powder" for the first time in the Seven Days before Richmond. ,Ve
Teached the field at Cedar Mountain too late to he more than slightly engaged,
but on the 10th ancl 11th covered the leisurely retreat to Orange Court Honse
without molestation. "\Vben, about a week later, Pope began to retreat in
_the direction of the Rappahannock, we did some sharp marching through
Steveusburg and Brandy Station, but did not come np with him until he was
over the river. "\Vhile onr artillery was dueling with him across the stream,
I passed tho time with my head in the scant shade of a sassafras bush by
the ronclsicle, with a, chill and fever brought from the Chickahominy low
gronnds.
l!'or the next few clays there was skirmishing at the fords, we moving up
the south hank of tho river, the enemy confronting us on the opposite side.
The weather was very sultry, and the troops were much weakened by it,
ROUTE sT••·

) The following is the full toxt of General Pope's
address to his arrny:
.. HF.ADQUAllTJrns ARMY OF \'JRGINIA, WASHINGTON,
D. c.. July Hti.J, 18G2.-To THE OFF!Clms AND SOLDIERS
OF TUE AIUIY OF YIHGINI.\: By special assignment of
t.lrn President of ti.Je Unite<l Stntcs, T ltavc nssumecl tile
00111mand of this ar111y. I ha,·c s1icnt two weeks in
learning your whereabouts, your condition, and yonr
wants, iu preparing yon for active operations, and in
plaeiug- yon in positfonR from wilieh yon can aet
promptly nml to ti.Jc purpose. These labors arc nearly
rnmpleted, and 1 am nbont to join you in the field.
"Let ns understand enel.J other. I lm,e come to you
from ti.Jc \\'est, where we hnYc nlwayR seen tile bncks of
our enemies; from a.n army whose business it l.Jas been
to seek the n,h-ersnry, and to beat him wi.Jcu i.Je wns
found; wilose polil-yhns beeu nttnck and not defense. lu
but one instance i.Jns tile enemy been nblc to plnce onr
Western armies in <lefcnsivo attitude. I JH·esnmc that
I I.Jave been calleu I.Jere to pnr�ue tilo same system anu

to load yon against the enemy. It is my purpose t.o do
so, and that spcctlily. J mu sure yon long for an oppor
tunity to win the •listinetiou yon nre capnblc of acl.Jicv
iug-. Thnt opportnuity I shall endeavor to gh-c yon .
lllcnntimo 1 ,lf'sirc. yon to 11ismisR from your mindf! eer
tain phrases, wilich J nm sorry to find so mneil in ,-ognc
nmougRt yon. 1 l1e.[l.r eonRtautly of • t.nkiug strong
positious and holding them,' of 'lines of retreat,' and
of • baseR of supplies.' Let ns diseard such ideas. Ti.Jc
Rtrougest position a Roldicr shoul<l desire to oeenpy is
ono from which lw cnn most easily advance ai:i:ninst t.l.Je
eucmy. Let us st111ly the probable lines of retreat of
onr opponcntR, and leave onr own to take enre of them
selves. Let nR loolr before us and not bchiml. SneeC'ss
and glory are in the advnnec, disaster nnd si.Jmne lnrlr in
ti.Je rear. Let n� act on this understanding-, a1Hl it is
Rafo to pre<lict ti.Jat yonr hanners shall he inscribed with
many a irlorions tlecd and that your names will he clear
to your eo11utr.vmcn forever.-JNO. POPE, l\lajor-Geu
cr:i l, Cornnmnding."
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ancl our rations of unsalted beef, eked out with green corn and nnripe
apples, formed a diet unsuited to soldiers on the march, and there was
much straggling. I fell behind several times, but managed to catch np
from clay to clay. Once some cavalry made a dash across the 1-i"ver at
our train; I joined a party who, like myself, were separated from their
commands, and we fought the enemy until Trimble's brigade, the rear
guard, came up.
We \Yere then opposite the ,Varrenton Spring. , and were making a great
show of crossing, Early's brigade having been thrown over the river where
it became smartly engaged. I ha;ve since heard that this officer remon
strated more than once at the service required of him, receiving each time in
reply a peremptory order from Jackson "to
hold his position." He finally retorted: "Oh !
well, old Jube can die if that's what he wants,
but tell General Jackson I'll be -- if this
position can be held!''
The brigade moYed off next morning, leav
ing me in the grip of the ague, which reported
promptly for dnty, and, thanks to a soaking
overnight, got in its work most effectna1ly.
The fever did not let go nnti1 about sundow·n,
when I made two feeble trips to carry my
effects to the porch of a house about one lnm
dred yards distant, where I passed tho night
��without a blanket- mine Jut Ying been stolen
----between the trips. I found a better one ne:s:t
morning thrown away in a fiekl, and soon after
came up with the command, in bivouac and
breakfasting on some beef which Imel just
_:;-!#r,,_ -;
',.___,, _,,
,,:
,r
been issued. Two ribs on a stump -were indi
cated as my share, and I broiled them on the
coals and made the first substantial meal I had
eaten for forty-eight hours. This was intercoNFEDERATE cAJIJP-sEnvANT oN
THE ll!Ancir.
rupted by artillery fire from beyond the river,
and as I was taking my place in line, my colonel ordered me to the ambulance
to recruit. Here I got. a close of Fowler's solution, "in lieu of quinine," and at
the wagon-camp that day I fared better than for a long time before. l\Iean
while they were having a hot time clown at Waterloo Bridge, which the
enemy's engineers were trying to burn, while some companies of sharp
shooters under Lieutenant Robert Healy of "ours ''-whose rank was no
measure of his services or merit-were disputing the attempt. A con
centrated fire from the Federal batteries foiled to dislodge the plucky
Tiflemen, while our guns were now brought up, and some hard pound
ing ensued. But at sunset the bridge still stood, and I "spread down"
for the night, under the pole of a wagon, fully expecting a serious fight on
the morrow.
<
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JACKSON'S TROOPS PILL.\GIXG TIIE UXION DEPOT OF SUPPLIES AT JIIANASSAS JUXCTION,

I was rou�ed by a courier's horse stepping on my leg, and found this rude
waking meant orders to move. ,Vith no idea whither, we pulled out at half
past two in the morning, and for some time traveled by fields and"new cuts"
in the woods, following no road, but by the growing dawn evidently keeping
up tho river. Now Hill's"Light Division" ·was to earn its name and qualify
itself for membership in Jaeksou's corps. The hot August sun rose, clouds
of choking dnst enveloped the hurrying colunrn, but on and on the march
was pushed without relenting. Knapsacks had been left behind in the
wagons, and haversacks ·were empty by noon; for the unsalted beef spoiled
and was thrown [rn'ay', and the column subsisted itself, without proeess of
commissariat, upon green corn and apples from the fields and orchards along
the route, devoured while marching; for there ,vere no stated meal-times, and
no systematic halts for rest. I recall a sumptuous banquet of " midcUing"
bacon and "collards '' which I was fortunate enough to obtain during the
delay at Hinson's 1\Iill where we forded tho river, and the still more dainty
fare of tea and biscuits, the bounty of some good maiden ladies at "The
Plains," where our ambulance stopped some hours to repair a brokeu
axle-the only episodes of the march which now stand out with distinctness.
It was far on in the night when the column stopped, and the weary men
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dropped beside their stacked muskets and were instantly asleep, without so
much as unrolling a blanket. A few hours of much-needed repose, ancl they
were shaken np again long before " crack of day," and limped on in the dark
ness only half-awake. There was no mood for speech, nor breath to spare if
there had been-only the shnffliug tramp of the marching feet, the steady
rumbling of wheels, the creak and rattle and clank of harness ancl acconter
ment, with an occasional order, uttered under the breath ancl always the
same: " Close up ! close up, men ! "
All this time we had the vaguest notions as to onr objective: at :first we
hacl expected to strike the enemy's flank, bnt as the march prolonged itself,
a theory obtained that we were going to the Valley. But we threaded Thor
oughfare Gap, heading eastward, ancl in the morning of the third clay (A ngnst
27th) struck a railroad running north ancl south-Pope's "line of communi
cation and supply." :l\Ianassas was 01u-s.
What a prize it was! Here were long ,Yarehouses fnll of stores; cars
loaclecl with boxes of new clothing en route to General Pope, but destined to
adorn the "backs of his enemies"; camps, sutlers' shops-"no eating up" of
good things. In view of the abnnclance, it was not an ensy matter to deter
mine what we should eat ancl drink and wherewithal we should be clothed;
one was limited in his choice to only so much as he conlcl personally transport,
and the one thing needful in each indiviclnnl case was not always readily
fonncl. However, as the clay wore on, an eqnitn ble distribution of our wealth
was effected by barter, upon a crude ancl irregular tariff in which the rule of
supply and demand was somewhat complicated by fluctuating estimates of the
imminence of marching orders. A monntecl man wonlcl offer large odds in
shirts or blai1kets for a pair of spurs or a bricUe; and while in anxious quest
of a pair of shoes I fell heir to a cnse of c[wnlry half-boots, which I wonld
gladly have exchanged for the object of my search. For a chnnge of undercloth
ing and a pot of French mustard I owe grateful thanks to the major of tho
1:2th Pennsylvania Cavalry, with regrets that I could not use his library.
"\Vhisky was, of course, at a high premium, bot a keg of "lager "-a drink
less popular then than now-went begging in om· company.
But our brief holiday was drawing to a close, for by this time General Pope
had some inkling of the disaster which lurked in his rear. When, some time
after dark, having set fire to the remnant of the stores, we took the road to
Centreville, our mystification as to Jackson's plans was complete. Could he
actually he moving on "\Vashington with his small force, or was he only seek
ing escape to the mountains? The glare of our big bonfire lighted up the
country for miles, and was just dying out when we reached Centreville. The
corduroy road had been full of pitfalls and stmnbling-blocks, to some one of
which onr cracked axle had succumbed before we crossed Bull Rnn, and being
on ahead, I clid not know of the casualty nntil it was too late to save my
personal belongings involved in the wreck. Thus suddenly reducecl from
affluence to poverty, just as the gray dawn revealed tlrn features of the
forlorn little hamlet, typical of this war-harried region, I had a distinct sense
of being a long way from home. The night's march bad seemed to put the
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STARKE'S BRIGADE FIGIITIXG WITH STONES NEAR TUE "DEEr CUT."

(SEE l\IAP, P, 509, ,\ND NOTE, P, 536.)

climax to the endurance of the jaded troops. Such specters of meu they
were,-gaunt-cheeked aud hollow-eyed, hair, beard, clothing, and accouter
ments covered with dust,-only their faces and hands, where mingled soil aud
sweat streaked aucl crusted the skiu, showing any departure from the whitey
gray uniformity. rrhe ranks were sadly thinned, too, by the stnpeudons
work of the previous week. Our regiment, ·which had begun the campaign
101:5 strong aucl had carried into action at Richmond 6�0, counted off that
Thursday morning (August �8th) jnst 8� muskets! Snch were the troops
about to deliver battle on the already historic field of Manassas.
We were soon on the road again,· heading ,,est; we crossed Stone Bridge,
and a short distance beyond, 011r ambulances halted, the brigade having
entered some woods ou the right of the road ahead,-going into camp, I
thought. This pleasing delusion was soon dispelled by artillery firing in front,
and 011r train ,vas moved off through the field to the right, out of range, and
was parked near Sndley Church. Everything pointed to a battle next day; the
customary hospital preparations were made, but few, if any, wounded came
in that night, am1 I slept sonnclly, a thing to be grateful for. l\Iy bedfellow
and I bad decided to report for duty in the morning, knowing that every
musket would be needed. I bad picked up a good "Enfield" with the proper
trappings, ou the road from Centreville, to replace my own left in the abau
doned ambulance; and lrn,ving broken my chills, and gained strength from
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marching unencumbered, was fit for service- as mncb so as were the
rest at least.
Friday morning early, we started in what we supposed to be the right
direction, guided by the firing, which more and more betokeuecl that the
fight was on. Once we stopped for a few moments at a field-hospital to make
inquiries, and were informed that om· brigade was farther along to the right.
General Ewell, who had lost bis leg the eYening before, was carried by on a,
stretcher while we were there. Very soon we heard sharp musketry over a low
ridge which we bad been skirting, and almost immetliately we became iirvolYed
with stragglers from that direction- Georgians, I think they ,-vere. It looked
as if a whole line was ·giYing way, and we hurried on to gain our own colors
before it should gTow too hot. The prm·erbial effect of lJad company was
soon apparent. ,Ve were halted by a Louisiana major, who was trying to rally
these fragments upon his own command. :\Iy companion took the short cut
ont of the scrape by showing bis "sick-permit," and was allmYed to pass;
mine, alas! had been left in my cartridge-box with my other belongings in
that unlucky ambulance. The major ,rn.s com·teous but firm; he listened to
my story with more attention than I could baYe expected, but attached my
person all the same. "Better stay with us, my Loy, and if yon do your clnty
I'll make it right with yom· company officers when the fight's oYer. They
won't find fault with yon when they know you've been in with the 'Pelicans,'"
he added, as he assigned me to company "F."
The command was as unlike my own as it was possible to conceive. Such
a congress of nations only the cosmopolitan Crescent City could have sent
forth, and the tongues of Babel seemed resurrected in its speech; English,
German, French, and Spanish, all were represented, to say nothing of Doric
_ brogue and local "gumbo." There was, moreover, a Yehemenco of utterance
and gesture curiously at variance with the reticence of our Virginians. In
point of fact, we burned little poV1-c1cr that clay, and my promised distinction
as a "Pelican" JJrO tem. was cheaply earned. The battalion did a good deal
of counter-marching, and some skirmishing, but most of the time we were
acting as support to a section of Cntshaw's battery. The tedium of this last
service my companions relieYed by games of "seyen np," with a greasy, well
tbnmbed deck, and in smoking eigarettes, rolled with great dexterity, between
the deals. Once, when a detail ,·rns ordered to go some distance under fire to
fill the canteens of the company, a hand was dealt to determine who should go,
and the decision was accepted by the loser without clernnr. Onr numerous
shifts of position completely confused what vague ideas I had of the situation,
bnt we must have been near onr extreme left at Snclley Church, aml never very
far from my own brigade, which was warmly engaged tbat da>· and the clay
following. ) Toward evening ,rn were again within sight of Snclley Church.
) A recent letter from Lieutenant Robert Healy,
of the writer's regiment, the 55th Virginia, says:
'' Tlmrsllay night we slept. on our arms; Frillay,
we clrnrged a battery and took it, and in the evening got considerably worsted in an engagement
with the enemy in a field on the left. Saturday

morning we lay in reserve in the edge of the woods
[see Brockenbrough's brigade on the map, p.
500]; about half-past two o'clock we received m·
gent orders to reeuforce a portion of our line in
the center, which was about to give way. "\Ve pro
cceded at double-quick to a, point in the woods.

536

JACKSON'S "FOOT-CAVALRY" AT THE SECOND BULL RUN.

I could see the light of fires among the trees, as if cooking for the wounded
was going on, and the idea occmTed to me that there I could easily learn
the exact position of my proper command. Once clear of my major and his
polyglot '' Pelicans," the rest would be plain sailing.
My flank mo-vement was easily effected, and I suddenly found myself the
most p1ivate soldier on that field; there seemed to be nobody else anywhere
near. I passed a farm-house, which seemed to have been used as a hospital,
and where I picked np a ZouaYe fez. Some cavalrymen were there, one of
whom adYised "me not to go down there," but as he gave no special reason
and did not urge his views, I paid no heed to him, but went 011 my way down
a, long barren slope, ending in a small water-com·se at the bottom, beyond
which the grnnud rose abruptly and was covered by small growth. The
deepening twilight and strange solitude about me, with a remembrance of
what lrnd hnppeued a year ago on this same ground, made me feel uncom
fortably lollely. By this time I was close to the stream, and \Thile noting the
lay of the land on the opposite bank with regard to choice of a crossing
place, I became aware of a man observing me from the encl of the cut above.
I could not distinguish the color of his uniform, but the crown of his hat
tapered suspicionsly, I thought, and instinctiYely I dropped the butt of my
rifle to the ground and reached behind me for a cartridge. "Come here!" he
called ;-his accent was worse than his hat. ""\Vho are yon 7" I responded
as I executed the movement of "tear cartridge." He laughed and then
invited me to "come and see." l\Ieanwhile I was trying to draw my ram
mer, but this operation ,vas arrested by the dry click of several gunlocks,
and I found myself coYered by half a dozen rifles, and my friend of the
steeple-crown, "·ith less urbanity in his intonation, called out to me to
"drop that." In om· brief intercourse he had acquired a curious influence
over me. I llid so.
l\Iy captors were of Kearny's division, on picket. They told me they
thought I was dcsertillg until they saw me try to load. I could not account for
their lJeing where they were, and when they infol'med me that they had Jack
son smTouuded arnl that he must surrender next clay, though I openly scouted
the notion, I must O'\Yl1 the weight of evidence seemed to be with them. The
discussion of this and kindred topics was continnecl until a late hour that
night with the sergeant of the guard at Kearny's headquarters, where I supped
in unwonted luxury on hal'Cl-tack and "genuine" coffee, the sergeant explain
ing that the fare was no better because of our destrnctiou of their supplies at
the Junction. Kearny's orderly gnYe me a blanket, and so I passed the night.
\\re were astir early in the morning (August 30th), and I sa,Y Kearny as he
behind the deep c-nt, where we formed line. . . .
\\·e came in sight of the euemv when we had
ach·all(:ed a few yards, and l'l"ere s aluted with cannou. \Ve pushe,l on. however. to the old railroau
eut , iu which most of .Jnckson's trnops lay. The
troops occupyiug this place had expended their
ammunition and were defenciing themselves with
rocks • • . which seemed to liave been picked
or Nasted out of the bed of the railroad, chips and
0

sliYers of stone which many were collecting and
others were throwing. Of course, such a defense
,vonhl have been overcome in a very short time, but
our arrfral seemerl to be almost simulta11eons with
that of the c>nem_Y. We had ammunition (twenty
rounds to the man) and we attacked the enem y
a llfl drove them headlong down the hill, across the
valley, and ow•r the hill into the woods, when we
were recalled by General Starke."-A. C. R.
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DEATH OF GE�ERAL PHILIP liEAR�Y, SEPTE,IBER 1, 186'.!.

passed ,,ith his staff to the front,-a spare, erect, military figlu-e, looking
ev-ery inch the fighter be was. He fell three clays later, killed by some of
my o-rni brigade. t•
;t Captain James H. Haynes, 53th Yirginia regi
ment, says be was on the skirmish line at Chantilly,
in the edge of a brushy place with a clearing in
YOL. II. 31i

front. It was raining heaYily and growing dark
when Kearny rode suddenly upon the line. and
asked what troops they were. Seeing bis mistake,
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Near the Stone Bridge I found abont 500 other prisoners, mostly stragglers
picked np along the line of onr march. Here my polite provost-sergeant
tul'l1ed me ovor to other guardians, and after drawing rations, hard-tack,
coffee, and sngar, we took the road to Centreville. That thoroughfare was
thronged with troops, trains, and batteries, and ,rn had to stand a good deal
of chaff on the way, at onr forlorn appearance. ,Ve were a motley crowd
enough, certainly, and it did look as if onr friends in blue were having their
retnrn innings. More than once that day as I thought of the thin line I bad
left, I wondered how the boys were doing, for disturbing rm1101·s came to
us as we lay in a field near Centreville, exchanging rude badinage across
the cordon of sentries surrounding ns. Other prisoners came in from time
to time who bronght the same unvarying story, ".Jackson hard-pressed
no news of Longstreet yet." So the day wore on. Toward evening there
was a noticeable stir in the camps around us, a continual riding to and fro of
couriers and orderlies, and now we thought we could hear more distinctly
the deep-toned, jarring growl which had interjected itself at internils
all the afternoon through the trivial buzz about us. ,Vatchfnl of indi
cations, we noted, too, that the drift of wagons and ambulances was Ji·om
the battle-field, aud soon orders came for ns to take the road in the same
direction. The cannonading clown the pike was sensibly nearer no\\', and at
times we conld catch even the roll of musketry, and once we thought we
could distinguish, far off and faint, the prolongell, murmurous sonncl familiar
to our ears as the charging shout of the gr·ay people-but this may have
beeu fancy. All the same, we gave tongue to the cry, and shouts of "Long
street! Longstreet's at 'em, boys! Hurrah for Longstreet!" went np from our
ranks, while tho guards trudged beside us in sulky silence.
There is not much more to tell. An all-day march on Sunday through
rain aud mucl brought ns to Alexandria, where we were locked up for the
night in a cotton-factory. Monday we embarked on a transport steamer, and
the next evening were off Fort l\Ionroe, where we got news of Pope's defeat.
I was pa,roled and hack in Richmond within ten days of my captnre, and then
and there learned how completely Jackson had made good the name of
"Stonewall" on his baptismal battle-field.
he turned and started across the open ground to
escape, bnt was fire,! on anu killed. His body was
brought into the lines and was rncognizetl by
Genera.I A. P. Hill, who said, sorrowfully, "Poor
Kearny! he deserved a better death than this."
'rhe next flay GeneraI Lee ordered that the body
be earrie,l to the Federal lines, and in a note to
l+eneral Pope he ,;aid: " The lJotlY of General
Philip Keamy w·as brought from the field last

night, and he was reported dead. I send it for
ward _nmler a flag of truce, thinking the posses
sion of his remains may be a consolation to his
family.''-A. C.R.
According to General A. P. Hill, Kearny fell in
frout of Thonrns's brigade, but he also states that
Broekenbrongh's brigade held the skirmish line, and
to this Captain Haynes's and Lieutenant Healy's
regiment, the 55th Yirgiuia, belouged.-EDITORS.

THE SIXTH CORPS AT THE SECOND BULL RUN.
BY WILLIAi\l B. FRAXKLIN', :\JAJOR-GENERAL, U. S. Y.

Corps left Harrison's Landing an the James River on August
THE16th,Sixth
1862, and arrived at Newport News on August 21st. On the 22d

and 23d it embarked on transports for Aqnia Creek. �Iy impression is that
Burnside's corps started first, landing at Aqnia Creek; Porter's cfo,ernbarked
at Aquia Creek; Heintzelman's followed, landing at Alexandria; and the
Sixth Corps followed Heintzelmau's. As soon as I snw the infantry of the
corps embarked at Newport Ne�·s, leaving the chiefs of the quartermaster and
subsistence departments and the uhief of artillery to superintend the embar
kation of the property for which they ·were responsible, with orders to hasten
their departure to the utmost, I preceded the transports, and on Sunday,
August 24th, about 2 o'clock, aniYed at A.qnia Creek, at which point I had
orders to disembark and report to General McClellan. rrhe ,drnrves here were
so encumbered with the artillery aucl stores that were alread? landed for the
corps of Bnruside and Porter, that :McClellan directed me to have my corps
lauded at Alexandria, and to report upon my arrival to General Ha11eck. Still
preceding the corps, I reported to General Halleck at Washington, arriving
there about 4 o'clock P. l\I. rrhe city was a quiet as though profound peace
reigned; no one was at General Hallee-k's office to whom I could report, and I
found him at his house. He tolcl me that he felt nncler 110 apprehension about
Pope's po. it.ion, and that he douuted whether it ,,ould be necessary for me to
go to the front at all; thnt in any event I could lJe of no use until my
artillery and horses anived-instancing the fact that Burnside had been much
crippled, and had clone little good so far, on account of the absence of his
artillery. He directed me to go into camp in front of Alexn111Jrin, and
reorganize the corps as the artillery and transportation reached the camp.
The infantry arrived on l\Iouday and Tuesday, the 25th mH1 26th, but no
artillery horses, except sixteen, had arrived 011 \Vednesday night.
The two cli-vision commanders and myself were constantly at work during
this time, endeavoring to get horses. Bnt we bad 110 snccess, the answer to
onr demands always being that the teams then present were absolutely nece. sary to feed the troops in the forts from day to day, and that this duty wns
more important nnder the eircnmstances tbau that of providing transporta
tion for artillery. \Vithont transportation the artillery could not be used.
Ou \Vednesday, the 27th, news having anived that the enemy ,,as at
Centre-ville, Taylor's brigade of Slocum's division was sent there on the ems
of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad to reconnoiter. It was received at the
railroad bridge over Bull R.nn by a force of the enemy's artillery and infan
try, and lost its gallant commander and man>- men. The brigade was with
drawn in . afety in the face of a large force, four brigades of A. P. Hill's
division, Jackson's corps. The order for this rnoverneut came from General
Halleck. Thursday, the 28th, was employed in organizing such batteries
as had arrived, with the horses, which now began to arrive slowly, and in
53!)
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attempting to collect a train for carrying provisions to General Pope's army.
Little was accomplished, however. On Friday, the corps was started to the
front with orders to communicate with General Pope, and at the same time
to gnard his communications with Alexandria. On the arrival of the leading
di.-vision, commanded Ly General W. F. Smith, at Annandale, ten miles to the
front, its commander reported to me that fugitives were coustantly coming
in, and reported a large force of the enemy near Fairfax Court House, six
miles distant. As he bad with him only ten rounds of ammunition for each
gun, he considered it prudent to await further orders. General McClellan,
upon learning this state_ of things, directed me to stop at Annandale for the
night, aucl pro<:ced the next morning at G.
During the night more ammunition and provision wagons were collected,
numbering about one hundred, ;_mcl as I was starting in the morning at the
designnted time I received orders to delay my start until 8: 30 A. l\I., to protect
tlrn train so formed. ,Vhen I arrived at Fairfax Court Honse I detached a
brigade of General Slocum's division and one battery to take position to
guard the point where the Little River 11nrnpike joins the ,Yarrenton pike
between Centreville and Alexandria. The detachment of this brigade had an
importnnt effect upon the after events of the campaign, as will appear. Pro
ceeding onwards toward Centre-ville I received, at 1: 30 P. 1r., an order from
General l\IcClellan, directing me to join General Pope at once. 11 he corps
marched fonrnrcl through Centre-ville toward Bull Run about three miles in
front of Ce1ttreYille, wi.thont stopping. Goi11g to the front I found General
Slocum's division formed across the road, in front of Cub Run, stopping what
seemed to be an indiscriminate mass of men, horses, gnus and wagons, all
going pell-mell to the rear. As General Slocum expressed it, it was as bad
as the Bull Run retreat of 1861. Officers of all grades, from brigadier-general
clown, were in the throug, hut none of them exercised any authority. ,Ye
gathered about three thousand in a yard near by. Presently a force of cav
alry appeared to the left and front, about one mile off, and the fugitives,
imagining that they were the enemy, ran to the rear as one man ;-nothing
could stop them.
General ,V. F. Smith's division was posted in n good position on hills in
the vicinity, and shortly afterward Generals Pope and JHcDowell appeared,
and I reported to General Pope. He directed me to return to Centreville,
upon which place his army was falling back. The corps remained at Cen
treYille <luring the :nst of August with tho bulk of the army, the enormous
trains in the meantime mo-ving toward ,Vashington. On the morning of
that day, 011 my mYn responsibility, I sent n grand gnard, consisting- of the 5th
,Visronsin infantry under Colonel AmasaCobb, and a section of artillery, to the
Cub Run Britlge, to guard the rear of the army. Large bodies of the enemy
appeared i.n its front, bnt no attack was made on it. So far as I know, this
was the only rear-guard between Pope and the enemy on the 31st of August.
On September 1st, the corps marched to Fairfax Court House with General
Pope, and remained there until the evening of the 2d of September, whell it
moved l1ack to the vi.tinity of Alexandria.
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Colonel (afterward General) Torbert, who commanded the detachment left
at Fairfax. Court Honse on Angust 30th, reports that about 8 o'clock on the
night of the 31st the enemy brought three pieces of artillery abont three
hundred yan1s from his pickets, and fired upon tho trains then cro-wding the
turnpike in his rear, causing great collfnsion. Torbert drove off the enemy's
artillery, reported to General Pope, and on the next morning was recnforced
by a brigade and two batteries. It appears from Geueral J. E. B. Stuart's
report of his operations that this attack was made by him. Ha<l Colonel Tor
uert's brigade not been present to defend this very V11lnerable point, Stnart's
cavah·y wonld easily have been in rear of the army that night; the trains
would in all probability have been ntterly (1estroyecl, and another great dis
aster wonlcl have occurred. 'rhe wisdom of General -;.\IcClellan's orcler, which
directed me to gnard General Pope's communications ,n.th Alexand1·ia, was
thus demonstrated.
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WASHII\GTON UNDER BAXKS.
BY RICHARD B. IRWIN, LIEUTENANT-COLONEL AND ASSIS '.l'AN'l' ADJUTANT-GE}!ERAL, l', S. Y.

"THE 2,th and 28th '' [of August], writes Genentl F. A. "\Valker, in his admirable'' History
of the Second Army Corps," "were almost clays of
panic iu ·washingtou." These worcl,; mildly indicate
the state iuto w!Jich affairs had fallen at the close oi
August and the opening of September, 1S6�, on
tile heels of Geuera1 Pope's defeat in the Second
Bull Ruu. Yct "\Yashington was defendefl by not
less than 110,000 me11; for, in addition to the
army which Pope was bringing back, heaten cer
tainly, but by 110 means destroyed, there stood
before the lines of Washington not less than

40,000 vetrrrms who had not fired a shot in this
campaign, and behind the lines 30,000 good men
of the garrisons and the reserves of whom at least
two-thirds wei-e veterans in discipline, though all
were untrie,1 in battle.
As General i\IeClellan's staff rode in on the
morning of the 2d of September, from their henrt
rendillg exile 011 the Seminary heights, condemned
there to hear in helpless i,lleness the awful thuucler
of i\Ianassas and Chantilly, we made our way
through the innumerable herd of stragglers,
rninglecl with an endless stream of wagons and
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ambulances, urged on by uncontrollable team
sters,-which presently ponre<l into ,vashingtou,
overflowed it, took possession of its streets and
public places, aml held high orgie.
Disorder
reicn1ed uurhecked aucl confusion was everywhere.
Th: clerks in the ,lepartments, many of whom lrnrl
heeu hmried toward the front to ,lo service as
nurses, were now hastily fol'mecl into companies
and battalious for clefense; the Government or
dere,l the arms aucl ammunition at the arsenal
a-ll(l the mouev in the Treasury to be shippecl to
New York, aml tlie ba11ks followed the example;
a, g1m-l.>oa t, with steam up, la,y in the rh·er off the
White House, as if to :rnnouuce to the army and

MAJOR-GEXERAL \\', F. B.\l{Rl', CIIIEF-OF-,IRTILLEP.Y OF
TIIE DEFEXSES OF \L�>'lllXGTOX, SEl'TE)IBElt l, 1862,
TO �IARCII 1, 186!, Fl:0)1 A l'nOTOGRAPll.
the inhabitants the impending flight of the .Admin
istration. It was at this jnnctme that the Pres
ident., on his own rcsponsilJilit�·, once more charged
General l\lcCiellan with the defense of the capital.
The next clay, the 3d of September, the Presi
deut further confitle,l to General Halleck J the dnty
of preparing au arm;· to take the field; lmt since
Leo ,lid not wait for this, l\fc-Clell:m could not; even
before the President's orJer reached General Hal
leck the Confrderate :irmy ha,l ,lisappearerl from
the front of ,Yashington n.ud General McClellan
was putting his troops iu march to meet it.
Ou the afternoon of the ,tb, S7,000 men were
in motion, and General l\fcClellan set ont for

Rockville to put himself at their head. Almost at
the last moment I was directed to remain in charge
of the adjutant-general's department at his head
quarters in Washington, to issue orders in his
name aud "to 1,reYent the tail of the army from
being cut off," awl Lieutenant-Colonel Sawtelle
was left in charge of the Quartermaster's Depart
ment, al,:;o with plenary authority, to see that the
transportation and supplies went forward. On
the same day, General Banks, wlio was reporte,1
eonfinetl to bis be,l, and unable to join bis COI'JJS,
was assiguecl to the immediate command of the de
fenses of "'asbington ,luring l\IcClellau's absence.
The next day, General Banks assumed tliis com
mand, hal'ing first olJtaincd General l\IcClellan's
con:;eut to my assignment as .Assistant Adjntant
General, a.t tho Headquarters of the Defenses, in
addition to my other duties. .j; I thought then
that this was a ,lifficnlt position for a young cap
tain of twenty-two; I think now that it would
ha Ye been difficult for a field-marshal of sixty-t"·o;
certaiuly the arrangement eouhl not hn.ve lasted
an honr, lrnt for the determination of all couceruerl
t.o make it work, and to be deaf, bliwl, and dumb
to everything not distinctly in front of us.
E,·erytbing was at once put in motion to carry
out General l\feCJellan's orders, of which the first
point was to restore onler.
'!.'he forces inclrnled the 'l'hird, Fifth, am1 Elc\'
enth Army Corps, commanded respectively by
Heintzelman, Fitz John Porter, and Sigel, cover
ing the fortified line on the Yirginia side and 1mrn
bering about -17,000 for cluty; the garrisons of
the works, lG,000; Ca:;ey's provisional brigades
of newly arriving regiments ancl the to,1·11 gnanls,
11,000,-iu n.11, 73,000,! with 120 fielr1-pieces
and about 500 heavy gnus in position; in brief,
nea.rly one half of :McClellan's entire army; a
force n, fourth or a third larger than Lee's; indeed,
to all appearance, the identical command designetl
for General l\fcClellau himself, before thP ,lefen�e
of the en.pita] had made it necessary for him to re
sume operations in tho field by the pnrsuit of Lee.
Tlie improvised staff-officers were at once sent
out to establish the picket lines, so broken arnl
diseouuected that virtually there were noue. The
troops were rnpiclly inspected, and their muubers,
positions, and wants aseertained. \\'itb the three
corps and the organized didsions this "·as simple
enough, since their commamlers bnd them in hand.
For a fc"· tlays tlrn discoveries of seattered ,le
tachmcnts were numerous and surprising-; s ome
onl:· turned up after a check had been pnt on the
commis;;n.ry is:-;nes, all(1 about ten days later, in the

J flcneral l\[cClellan seems ucn·r to h:we known of wnr<I BroYet 1\la,ior-Genernl) Geor,ge \\', l\Iimlil, who
thiH or,lcr.-TI. B. I.
11:Hl h,·cn Kearny's a,ljntant-gcncral, 011c of the most
;t At this ti111e < :enPrnl n:mks was "Without a staft0 gall:mt all(] acC'omplishcd officers of om· (or any) hranch
officer. Colmwl John S. Cl:ll'k, A. D. C., LiPntenant of the \'nlnnteer senke; Lieutenant (uow Colonel) G.
Colonel D. II. �trother, A. D. (', (the /.:CIiia! "T'ortc Xorrn:m T,icber, at preR<'llt .Actin/.: .Ju,lgc .A,l,or·ate
Cra,yon "), anti others of hh �taff joinc,l J1im JH'PSPntly. Ge110ral, :ind Dr:iko De.Kay. from l'opc's Rtaft.' - n. B. I.
G<'11<·ral !Tal!,·,·I, al�o sent <lown rnan,1· ofliccrs, as tl1ey
! Tiapicll:, angmentr,l hr new l<•,i<:s. these fol'ct:s
l1appeue,1 to report. to llirn for onlcr�. am! tlln� a <'nri lllllAt haYe eXC<'C<lc,l 80,000 IJcfOl'C the dispntc·h of Por
ons J·et ,,·rJ· useful .. taft' was Roon c·ollcet<',l, i11cl111ling ter's Porp,s to .Anti(>.ta. m, �<'J>IPmhrr 12th. The rctnrn
><c,cml olliecrs who afterwar,l won ll<'fit:r,·c(l ,li�tinetion; for Octol>er 10th sllows 79,535: for No,·emhel' 10th,
among them I r<'call Captains (afterwar,l ll[ajor 80,!l89. The lo,rnst point wa .. about 60,000 aft.er \\'l1ip
Genernl) Wesley l\lcrritt aml A. J. Alcxan<l<'r (after plc's cliYisivn left, Octohr,J' 17th. The aetunl cffectiY<'
wanl Brigadier-General) of tllo Can1lry; Captain (after- strength wonlcl, as always, lle 11 fift.11 01· a sixth less.
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THE DEFENSES OF WASIIIXGTOX DURlNG THE ANTIETAll1 CAllIPAlGN, SEPTEllIBER 1-20, 1862.

ExtensiYe adclitionR to the defenses of the ·1rnxt hank
of tile Potomac were made subsequently; thexe will be
iw1icatrd hereafter on another map. Forts .Alexan,lrr,
Franklin, and Riplr3-were afterwanlnnitrrl and callcdre-

,1onbts D:wis, Kirby, and Cross, rereiYing later the name
of Fort Sumner. Forts De Kalh, 1\IasRachnRetts, l'ennxyl
vania, and Bleuker,,ere afterward changed reRpecth-ely
to Strong, Ste,ens, Reno, and r.rynolds.-EDITORS.

most insalubrious part of " the slashes" (now the
fashionable quarter of the eapifal) I eame upon
a squadron of cavalry eomfortably "waiting or
ders''- from anybody.
The stragglers were promptly gathered in, the
hotels and bar-rooms were swept of officers of all
grades '' absent without leave," while heavy details
of eavalry redueecl to obedience even th; 1mrulv
teamsters whose unlJroken trains blocked th�
streets, and checked the reckless and sensele;;;s
galloping of orderlies and other hor:-;emen, who
kept the foot-passengers in terror. Thus in two

days order "\\as restored, and it "·as afterward
maintained.
There was quite an army of officers aml men
who had somehow become separated from their
regiments. This happened often "·ithont any
fault of their own, or with less than the fre
quent seolclings in general orders would have one
belieYe. The number continued to be so enor
mous� as to be quite unmanageable by any ex
isting method. There was already a eonvalescent
camp near Alexandria,. in eharge of Colonel J.
S. Belknap, of the 85th New York. Under the

� General l\IcClellan estimated the number of strag:g:lers he met on the Centreville road on the 2d at 20,000;
Colonel Kelton those ou the 1st at 30,000. Colonel Belk";ap estimates the number that passed through his hands
before September 17th at 20,000.-R. B. I.
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pressure of the moment, the name and place were
made use of for the collection aml organization of
this army of the lost and strayed. Bet\"\'een t!1e
17th of ·September, when the organizatiou \"\'as
completed, aml the 30th, 17, :1.Jc3 convalescent
stragglers, recruits, aml paroled prisoners were
thus taken care uf; in October, 10,3±6; in No
ve1111Jer, 11,S.Jc.Jc, and in DecemlJer, 12,238. The
larger number were, of course, stragglers. At
least one-third of the whole ,,ere unfit for duty,
vet 10,170 were rctur11ed to the ranks during the
first six weeks, S2::?G in Nonmber, and lG,GGO
in December. The paroletl and exchanged pris
oners were afterward encampetl separately, to
the number of 3600 at one time, under Colonel
Gabriel De Korponay, of the ::?8th Pennsylvania.
As this eamp was a clear innoYation, the truly in
tolemhle evils which it was intended to mitigate
were forgotten the moment they ceased to press,
anti complaints came pouring in from every quar
ter. The reasonable ones were assiduously at
temled to, !Jut of the other kiml I recall two which
came in company: one from a senator, saying that
bis constituents were so IJadly treated at the con
valesceut eamp that they were driven to desert the
,;ervice rather than remain there; the other from a
corps commander, saying that his men were so well
treatetl ("coddled" ,,as the word) that they were
tleserting the colors iu or1ler to retum. \Vhen it
was seen that the c·amp 1mrnt outlast the first
emergency, arrangements were rnarle to reorgan
ize and remove it to a lrntter place and to provide
shelter against the coming winter, but these well
matured pbns beiug set aside after General Banks
left the department, such suffering ensued that in
December the \Yar Office ga,·e peremptory order;;
to break up the camp; yet, as General Hunt aptly
remarks of his Artillery Hesen-e, "such is the
foree of ideas" that these ortlers could neYer lJe
carrietl out, and the ,-amp remained. rrs it had be
gn n, the offspring of necessity, a target for criti
cism, and a model for reluctant imitation.
General Casey was continne1l in the duty of re
ceiving, organizing, and instrncting the new regi
ments, formiug them into "provisional hrigatles"
and dfrisions; a service for which he was exal'tly
fitted and in which be was a l,ly assisted l,y Cap
tain (afterward Lieutenant-Colonel) Robert N.
Scott,'\ as assistant adjutant-general. At this
period not far from one humlrerl thousand men
must have passe,l through this "dry nurser)"," as
it was called.
General Barnard, as chief engineer of the de
f,,nseic;, with the full support of the Government
(although Congress ha,l, in n, strange freak, forbid1len it). set vigorously to work to complete allll
exten,l the fortificatio,rn, particularly on the north
si,le aml beyond the eastern branch, and to r-lear
their front lJy felling the timher. Heavy details

of new troops were furnished daily, and the men,
carefully selected, easily and cheerfully got through
au immense amount of work in an incredibly short
time.*
With the aid of General Barry as chief of artil
lery, aud, among others, of Colonel R. 0. Tyler,
1st Connecticut Heavy Artillery, the artillerists
were instructed in their tluties, aucl with the
approval of the Government a permanent garrison
was provitled, formed of those :;plenditl regiments
of heavy artillery, each of twelve large companies,
afterward kno"·n as the ''heavies" of Grant's Yir
ginia, campaigns.
In the last three weeks of September there were
sent to the .Army of the Potomac in the field
:JG,000 men, in October, ::?D,000; in all, G6,000. !
Frequent reconnoissances to the gaps of the
Blne Ridge and to the Rn,pirlan served to disturb
the Confederate communications a little, to save
us from needless '' ,tlarums and excursions," and
incidentally to throw some strange lights on the
tlark ways of the Secret Service, whose reports we
thus len,rned to belie,'e in if possible less than eYer.
Especially during Ge11eml l\lcClellan's active
operations,we used to see the President rather often
of an evenii;g, when, as in earlier days, he would
"just drop in" to ask, sometimes through a half
opened doorway," \Vell, how does it look now?"
One ,lay in October, shortly after Stuart's raid
into Maryland arnl Pennsylvania, on returning
on l ,oarrl the Jla1"tl1a /r'((s/ii11gto11 from a review
near Alexandria1 when the Presitlent seemed in
unusually high spirits all(] was conversing freely,
some one (I think DeKay) smhlenly asked: "l\Ir.
Presitlent, what about l\IcUlella n '?" \\'ithout look
i11g at his questioner the President drew a ring on
the deck with a stick or umbrella arnl said quietly:
"\Vhen I was a boy we used to play a game, three
times round and out. Stuart has been round him
twiee; if he goes round him ouce more, gentlemen,
McClellan will lJe out!"
General Banks kept the President. as well as the
Secretary of War, aml, of course, the General-in
Chief and General l\JcClellan, constantly a11d fully
arlvi;;ed of everything, and managed by his tact,
good judgment, and experience to retnin the con
fidence of his superiors, "l'lithont whieh, in the re
markable state of feeling and of faction then
prevailing, no one could !rnve done anything. The
President felt that the capital was safe, that the
forces in its front were in harnl, ready for any ser
vice at any notice; that order had quietlr replaced
eo11fnsion, and was maintained without fuss or
exciteme11t. In bis own words, he was not both
ere<l all rlay aml could sleep all night if he wanted
to; anrl this it was that towanl the end of October,
when it harl lJeen decided to make a change in the
Department of the Gulf, led liim to offer the corn
maml to General Banks.

'\ DiRting1tisll01l aftPr tlw war hy his in,alnalllC puhlir
R<"rct,·PR in the organization 01111 <•1liting of the" Oflfoial
I:ecor,ls of tile l�elJellinn."-EDITORS.
rt was lJPfore theRe lines that, two :,Pars later. in his
raitl nn "..asbiugtuu. Early· hl'ong;ht up one ev•.-nh1g; it
was bellirnl them that the tlawn reyealetl tu llilll the

familiar Greelr c·ross of the Sixth Army Corps, and also
tile four-pointed star nf the XinPt!'cntll.-R. n. I.
! Porter's corps (:lforell and HnmphreyA), 1.5.500; 20
1ww regiments in a body, 18.500; :stoncman and "'llipple,
15,noo: together, 49,000; add convalescents and strag
glers, 16,000.-R. B. I.

*

FROM THE PENINSULA TO ANTIETAM.J
POSTHU.llIOUS XOTES BY GEORGE I:. :\ICCLELLAN, :\IAJOR-GENER,\L, U. S. A.

proposed to give
I Tinisthisnot article
a detailed

account of the battles of
South l\Iountain and Autie
tam, but simply a sketch of
the general operations of the
. n r, nn � llr; I\ •
il .
,
l\Iarylaud campaign of 186�
'"•[\.,.. " I I
intended
for general readers,
·
-·��li- j."]7_,. ,£_. ,.
. ·
especially for those whose memory does
not extend back to those exciting clays,
and whose knowledge is derived from the meager
accounts in so-called histories, too often intended to
mislead and pamler to party prejudices rather than to
seek and record tho truth.
A great battle can ne-ver be regarded as "a solitaire,"
a jewel to be admired or condemned for itself alone, and without reference
to smTounding objects and circumstances. A battle is always one link in
a long chain of events; the culmination of one series of manceuvres, and the
starting-point of another series -therefore it can ne-ver be fully understood
without reference to preceding and subsequent events.
Restricted as this m1,1TntiYe is intended to be, it is nevertheless necessary
to preface it by a brief story of the antecedent circumstances.
In an article already published in "�l1he Century" [:!\fay, 1885], I hn-ve
nanated the events of the Peninsular campaign up to the time ·when, at the
'.

THE NATIONAL CEMETERY AT SHARPS
BURG- OVERLOOKING THE I/ALLEY
0' THE ANTIETAM

J After General l\IcClellan had written the article
011 the Peninsular Campaign (published in "The
Century" magazine for :c\lay, lSSG [sec p. lGO] ),
he was requested to write an account of the battle
of.Antietam, which be promised to do at his leisure.
He bad kept the promise iu miud, am! as occasion
served had sketched introductory portions of the
proposed article. In the morning after his sudden
death, these manuscript pages were found on his
table, with some others freshly written, possibly
on the previous ,lay or evening. There was also
an unsealed note to one of the editors (in reply to
one be bad receive,!), in which be said that he would
at once proceed with the article and finish it.
It was his custom in writiug for the press to make
a rapid but complete sketch, often abbreviating
worrls and leaving blanks for matter to be eopiell
from documents, and then to rewrite the entire ar
ticle for pnhliea tion. It would seem tlrnt in this case
be had first in mind the consideration stated in the
second paragraph of the article, and bad given his
attention to the history of the army, from the
close of the Seven Days' battles to the advance
from ·washington toward South l\Iountain and An
tietam. 'l'here was no manuscript relating to later

events. He bad commenced what appears to IJe
bis final copy of this first portion of the article, lJnt
bad completed only about three pages of foolscap,
whith extend in the print IJclow to a place in
dienJcll.
It is an interesting fact that iu this final copy
the paragraph commeneing with the words " So
long as life lasts" was apparently the last written,
]Jeing on a separate page and indicated by a letter
A for insertion where it stands. This tribute of
allmiration for the army wbieb loved him as he
loYecl them was among the Inst thongbts, if it wns
not the very last, which his pen committed to
paper.
Although this introduction to the account of An
tietam is but bis first sketch. and 11ot in the final
shape he woul<l have give11 it for pnlJlicntion, it is
1-0 comprehensive and complete, and contains so
much that is of historical importance, that bis liter
ary executor bas considered it his duty to allow its
publication in" 'l'be Century" in the form in which
General l\IcClellan left it, aml thus as far as possible
fulfill a promise made in the last hours of his life.

"WILLIAM C. PRilllE,
Literary Executor of General McClellan.
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close of the Seven Day. ' battles, the Anny of the Potomac was firmly estab
lished on its proper line of operations, the James River.
So long as life lasts the survivors of those glorious days will remember with
quickened pnlse the attitude of tlrnt army wheu it reached the goal for which
i t had stri,Ten with .-neh transcendent heroism. Exhausted, depleted in
numbers, bleecli11g at en:>ry pore, but still proud and defiant, aud strong in
the conscionsness of a great feat of arms heroically accomplisheel, it stood
ready to renew the struggle with nncliminished ardor whenever its com
mander should gi ,·e the word. It was one of those magnificent episodes whieh
dignify a nati011's histo1·y, and are fit snhjeds for the grandest effol'ts of the
poet aml the painter.
[Many years ngo it "·as my good fortune, when in Enrope, to make the
acquaintance of a charming old ,Vestphalian baron who wns aicle-de-eamp to
King Jerome in the clays of his prosperity. In 1813 my frieml was sent hy
his king with important dispatches to the Emperor, and, as it happened,
arrived ,,·bile the battle of Lntzen was in progress. He approached from
the rear and for miles pnssefl through crnwds of stragglers, feeling no
doubt that the lxl.ttle was lost, and that he was about to ,,itness the crnsh
iug defeat of the Frnncl). Still keeping on and on, he at last. fouml the
Emperor at the front, and to his great surprise cliscoYerecl that thA hattlP
was won. 'rlrns it Yery often happens in w·ar that there are on each sick•
two armies in the field, one of the fighting men with the colors, the other of
stragglers and marauders in the rear; the relative strength of these two
armies depends npou tho state of discipli11e and the peculiar circnmstances
of the time.] t
At the elose of such a series of battles aud marches the returns of tho killed,
wounded, aml missing by no means fully measure the temporary decrease of
strength; there were also many thousands u11fittecl for duty for some clays Ly
illness, demorali:wtion, nncl fnbgne. The first thing to IJe done was to issue
supplies from the Yesse]s already seut to the James, and to allow tbe men
some little time to re t and recoYer thei1· sti·ength nfter the great fatigue and
nervous tension they had undergoue.
In order to permit a small 1mm ber to wnkh over the safety of the whole
army, and at the same time to prepare tho way for ulterior operations,
so that wheH the army advanced again upon Richmond by either bank of
the James its hase of supplies might ho secure with a small guard, the
position ,ms rapidly intrenchecl, the work heiug completed al>ont the 10th
of July.
Prior to tho 10th of J "nly two urigncles of Shields's diYision, numbering
auout 3:300 men, hacl joined the army, bringing its numbers for dnty np to
89,549, officers and men, about. the same streugth ns that ,Yith whit•h it
entered upon the sieg-u of YmktoTm, the reenforeements received in tho shape
of the divisions of Frauklin and l\IcCall, the brign<les of Shields, and a fow
regiments from Fort l\Ionroe having slightly more than made good the losses

:'.t 'l'he paragraph inclosed by brackets was in the first sketch of the article, but was omitted by General
:McClellan in the final manust'ript.- W. C. P.
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in battle and by dis
ease.
Bnt among
theso 89,000 for dnty !
on the 10th of Jnly
were included all the
extra duty men em
ployed as teamsters,
and in the various ad
ministrative servi.ces,
and, with the further
deductions necessary
for camp gnarcls,
guards of communi
cations, depots aud
trains, flank detach
ments, etc., reclncr•d
the nnmbers actna.lly
available for offensive
battle to not moro
than [ G0,000 '?]
A few clays snfficetl
to give the men the
necessary rest, and
to renew the sup
plies exlumstecl on
the march across tho
!According to General :\Ic
Clellan's "Tri-monthly Re
turn," dated ,Jnly 10, lSG�
(" Official Re�onls," Yol.
XI., Pt. III., p. 31�), he
would appear to be mis
taken, aboYe, in saying that
the '· SD,000 for duty" in
clnded "all the extra duty
men," for in the return he
classifies ( exelucling the
forces und01· Di.,) 88,435
as "present for duty, equip
ped," at H:urison's Lamling,
and in the 11ext column he
accounts for 10G,4GG as the
"aggregate present." ObYi
ously there is no meaning in
the return if the 88,4:Y.i
'· present for duty, equip
ped," tlid not exclude the
18,0:H (s11pposahly extra
duty men like teamsters,
f
etc.) which made the dif er
ence between the "present
for duty, equipped," and the
10G,4GG "aggregate pres
ent."-EDIT0RS.
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Poninsnla ; the army was once more in condition to undertake any operation
jnstifiecl by its numbers, and was in an excellent position to advance by
either bank of the ,James. [Encl of finished draft.]
It was at last upon its true line of operations, which I had been unable to
adopt at an earlier clay in consequence of the Secretary of ,Var's peremptory
order of the 18th of l\Iay requiring the right wing to be extende<l to the
north of Richmond in onler to establish comnrnnication with General
l\IcDowell. General l\IcDowell was then umler orders to advance from
Fretlerickslmrg, but never came, because, in spite of his earnest protest, these
orders were countermanded from ,Vnshington, and ho was se11t upon a fruit
less expedition toward the Shenandoah instead of being permitted to join
me, as he could have <Jone, at the time of the affair of Hanover Court Honse.
I nrged in vain that the Anny of the Potomac should remain on the line of
the James, and that it should resume the offensive as soon as reenforced to
the full extent of the means in possession of the Government. Had tho Army
of tho Potomac been permitted to remain on the line of the James, I would
have crossed to the south bank of thnt ri,,er, and while engaging Lee's atten
tion in front of Malvern, wonhl h::we made a rapid movement in fo1·c(• on Peters
burg, having gained whic-h, I would have operatell against Richmond and its
commuuieations from the WL•st, having already gainecl those from the sonth.
Subsequent events pro,,ed that Lee clicl not movo northward from Rich
mond with his army until assured that the Anny of the Potomac was actually
on its way to Fort l\Ionroe; and they also proved that so long as the Army of
the Potomac was on the James, ,Vashington and l\Iaryland wonlcl have been
entirely safe nuder the protection of the fortifications and a compnratiYely
small part of the troops then in that vicinity; so that Burnside's troops and
a large part of the Union Army of Virginia might, with entire propriety,
have been sent hy water to join the army under my command, which-with
detachments from the ,Vest-coukl easily have been brought up to more than
100,000 men disposable on tho aC'tual field of battle.
In spite of my most pressing and oft-repeated entreaties, the order was
insisted npon for the abandonment of the Peninsula line and the return of
the Army of the Potomac to ,Vashington in order to snpport General Pope,
who was in no clanger so long as the Army of the Potomac remai.necl on the
,James. ,Vith a heavy heart I relinqnished the position gained at the cost
of so mnch time and blood.
As an evidence of my good faith in opposing this movement it should he
mentioned that General Halleck had assured me, verbally and in writing, that
I was to commam1 all the troops in front of ,Vashingto11, including those of
Generals Burnside and Pope-a promise that wns not caniecl into effect.
As the different divisions of the Army of the Potomac reached Aqnia
Crnek and the vicinity of \\rashington they wero remo,,ecl from my command,
even to my personal eseort and camp guard, so that on tho :30th of Angnst,
iu reply to a telegram from him, I telegraphed General Halleck from Alex
amlria, "I have no sharp-shooters except the gnarcl around my camp. I have

FROM THE PENINSULA TO ANTIETAM.

549

sent off every man but those, and will now send them with the train as you
direct. I will also send my only remaining squadron of cavalry with General
Sumner. I can do no more. You now have every man of tho Army of the
Potomac who is within my reach." I had already sent off even my headquar
ters wagons-so far as landed-with ammunition to the front.
On the same day I telegraphed to General Halleck, "I cannot express
to you, etc." [The dispatch which General :McClellan hero indicates, as intend
ing to insert when revising the manuscript, proceeds as follows:
"Icannot express to you the pain and mortification I have experienced to-clay in listening
to the distant sound of tho firing of my men. As I can he of no further use here, I respectfully
ask that if there is a possibility of the conflict bPing· reneweLl to-mo1Tow, I may he permitted
to go to the scene of battle with my ;:;taff, merely to be with my own men, if nothing more; they
will fight none the worse for my being with them. If it is not deemed best to intrust me with
tho command even of my o,vn army, Isimply ask to be permitted to ;:;hare their fate on the field
of battle. Please reply to this to-night.
'·Iha Yo been engaged for the last few hom;:; in Joing what I can to make arrangements for
the wounded. I have started out all the ambulances now landed. As I haYe sent my escort
to the front, I would be glad to take some of l-l-regg's casah·y with me, if allowed to go.
" G. B. l\IcCLELL,u'<, l\Iajor-General."

The dispatch was elated '' Camp uear Alexandria, Aug. 30th, 186�, 10:80
P. l\I." On the following clay he received this ans,Yer:
"·WASHINGTON, Aug. 31, 1SG3, 0: 18 A. :\I.
'' l\IA.JOR-G-EXERAL l\IcCLELLAc."\"": I have just seen your telegram of 11: 03 last night. The
substance was stated to me when received, hut I did not know that you asked for a reply
inunediately. I cannot answei· without seeing the President, as General Pope is in commaml,
by his orders, of the department.
"I tl1ink Courh's division should go forwanl as rapidly as possible, and find the battle-field.
"H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief."]

On the 1st of September I met General Halleck at his office in ·washington,
who by verbal order di rected mo to take charge of ,Vashington and its
defenses, but expressly prohibited me from exercising any control over the
active troops under General Pope.
At this interview I informed General Halleck that from information
received through one of my aides I was satisfied that affairs were not
progressing favorably at the front, ancl urged him to go out in person to
ascertain the exact state of the rase. He declined <loing this, but finally sent
Colonel Kelton, his adjutant-general.
Nextmon1ing while at breakfast at an early honr I received a call from the
President, accompanied hy General Hallec-k.
'rhe President informed mo that Colonel Kelton had returned ancl repre
sented the condition of affairs as much worse than I had stated to Halleck on
tho previous clay; that there were thirty thousand stragglers on tho roads; that
the army was entirely defeated and falling back to 'Washington in confusion.
He then said that he regarded ,Vashington as lost, ancl asked me if I would,
under the circumstances, consent to accept command of all the forces. ,Vith
out one moment's hesitation and without making any conditions whatever, I
at once said that I would accept the commanc1 and would stake my life that I
would save the city. Both the President and Halleck again asserted that it
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was impossible to save the city, aud I repeated my firm conviction that I
could and ,rnnld saYe it. They then left, the President verbally placing me
in entirn command of the city and of the troops fnlliug back upon it from
the front.
I at once sent for my stn:ff-officers and dispatched them ou Yarious duties;
�ome to the front with orders for the disposition of such corps as they met,
others to see to the prompt forwarding of ammunition and snpplies to meet
the retreating troops. In a very short time I had mnde all the reqnisite
preparations and was about to start to the front in person to assume com
mand as for ont as possible, when a message came to me from General
Halleck informing me that it was tho Prosidentis order that I should
not assnme command until the troops hnd reached the immediate Yicinity
of the fortifications. I therefore waited until tho afternoon, when I rode
out to Upton's Hill, the most m1vaneed of the detached works covering
the capital.
Soon after aniYing there the head of Hatch's command of infantry nrriYecl,
immediately followeLl by Generals Pope and McDowell escorted by a regi
ment, or part of a regiment, of caYalry. I obtained what infornrn,tion I eould
from Genernl Pope and dispatched the _few remaining aides "\\·ith me to meet
the troops 011 the roads lending in on tho left, with final orders to them, when
quite a hea,,y distant artillery firing l_1roko out in the direction of the Chan
tilly and Vienna road. Asking Genernl Pope "·hat that was, he replied it was
probably an a,ttack on Snmner, who commanded the rear-gnard in that direc
tion; in n•ply to another qnestion he said that he thought it probably a,
serious affair. Ho nncl l\IcDowell tlH'n asked if I had any objection to their
pl'oceeding· to ,Yashington. I said that they might do $0, but that I was going
to the firing. They then proceeded on "'ith their escort while, with a single
aide (Colonel Colburn) and three orderlies, I struck across conntry to intercept
the column on onr right by the shortest line. It wns a little after dark when
I reached the colmnn.
I leaYe to others who were present the description of what then occmTed :
the frantic cheers of welcome that extended for miles along the column; the
breaking of rm1ks and the wild appeals of the men that I should then and
there take them hack on the line of retreat and lot them snatch victory ont of
defeat. t Let it suffice to say that before the clay broke the troop. were all in
position to repnbe attack, aud that ,Yashington was safe.
! lu November, l S,-s 7, Georg,, Kimball of Boston
,,rote to the etlitor:;:
•· Though a •1nart,·1· of :t ,·,•ntury lln, \laS�C'!l since
'those <larke,t <lay� of th,• war,' l Rtill retain a ,iYi<l
rern,·mhranl'e of tlw fHHl<ll'n all,1 complete ehnuge
whic-b eame upou the fa,·e of atl'ail's wll,·n Gene1;�1l
:IIcC'kllan wa,s restorL••l to emmnarnl. At the time, I
was serYing in ComJlnnr a\. 12th :lfassnelmsett, Yoluntl'l'r.s , ntl:l<'h•·•l to P..iek,•tts·s lli•,;sinn of the First .Arm,·
Corp s . TbP annmmel'ml'nt of :lfeC'l<·llnn·s restorntio;1
eamP ton s in the Pa1·l.,· <'\'<'Hing of th<' 2,1 of September.
18G'.! • .in.st nft<'r r,'nehiu,r ITall"s I lill, wear, from lollg
lll:tl'l'hin,garnl WP!l-ni:.,:h lliRhenrt,•ne,1 h�· rceent reyerses.
The men Wl'l'<' scattPre,l ahont in gronp.s, ,Uscussingthe
<',l'nts of their ill-stane,1 campni�n. nn,l indnJo-ino- in
eomments that were decidedly 1�ncompliment�·u·; to

thn�e who h:1d heen responsible for its mismauagement.
We !lid not lmow, of eour�e. the exact siguific:mcc of all
that ha,1 hapJ><'ll<'•l. as wc nfterwartl lc>nrnc<.l it, but
hein.!!' mainly th�nk.ing mell, we were able to form pretty
shrPwd guesses as to whern the real tlift1culty lay.
Sll<l<lenl�·. while these monrnfnl eonsnltatio11s W<'re in
fnll h\ast, a motmtc,1 offic ·Pr, clashing 11ast our hinmnc,
reinP<l up enong-h to shout, ''· Little :lfae" is back here
nn the ron,1, boys!' The scene t hnt followed enu lJe
more <'asil, hnndnP<l thnn clN,erihe,l. From Pxtremc
sar1m·ss ,�e pas;ed in n twillkling to a delirium of
<ll'lig-ht. �\ Deli,erPr llarl conw. A renl • rainl,ow of
111·0111isP' hn,l nppear,·tl snclclenl,, in the rlnrk pnlilieal
Rlq-. Th!' fcPlin_g in onr di\"ision upon the retnl'Il of
fl.PnPrnl 1\IcClell:rn lin<l its counterpart in all the others.
for the Army of the Potomne Jo,ed him as it never
Joyed any other lender. In a few dnys we started upon
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On the 3d it was clear that the enemr intended an invasion of )Iarylancl
and Pennsylvania by crossing the Upper Potomac; I therefore moved the
Second, :Ninth, and Twelfth Corps to the Mar3Tland side of the Potomac in
position to meet any attack upon the city on that side.
As soon as this ,,as done I reported the fact to General Halleck, who asked
what general I had placed in command of those three corps; I replied that I
had made no such detail, as I should take command in person if the enemy
appeared in that direction. He then said that my command included only the
defenses of Washington and did not extend to any active column that might
be moved out beyond the line of works; that no decision had yet been made
as to the commander of the active army. He repeated the same thing on
more than one occasion before the final adnmce to South )Ionntain and
Antietam took place.
I should here state that the only pnlJlished order e,er issued in regard to
the extent of my command after my inteniew ,n.th the President on the
morning of the 2d � was the follomng:
··\\'AR DEPART}IE::--T. An.JUTA...,T-GE::--ER.u:s OFFICE,
T

·· \'i ASimsGTOX, September :2, lSG:2.
"�Iajor-General )IcClellan will ha,e command of the fortifications of ,Yashington and of all
the troops for the defense of the capital.
" By order of )faJOR-GEXERAL HALLECK.'\
.. E. D. To�sE::-.7), Assi.,tant Adjutant- Genern1.:•

A few days after this and before I went to the front, Secretary Seward
came to my quarters one e,Tening and asked my opinion of the condition of
affairs at Harper's Ferry, remarking that he was not at ease on the subject.
Harper's Feny was not at that time in any sense under my control, but I
told :\Ir. Seward that I regarded the arrangements there as exceedingly dan
gerous; that in my opinion the proper course was to abandon the position and
unite the garrison (about ten thousand men) to the main army of operations,
that lon_g march iuto ::IIar.rlancl, ancl '\'l"hene,er General
::\TeClellan appeared among his troops, from the ero��ing
of the Potomac at Washington to the grapple '\'l"ith Lee
at Antietam, it '\\as the signal for the most spontrmeou�
and enthu�iastie cheering I e,er listened to or partici
pated in. ::lfen threw their eaps hlgh into the air, and
daneed and frolicked like school-boys, so glad '\\ere theJ
to get their old eommander baek again. It is true that
::llcClellan had al'\'l"ays l}een fortunate in being ahle to
e:x:C'ite enthusiasm among his troops. but demonstrations
at this time took on an adilccl and notic-eable emphasis
from the fact that he hatl been recallect to command
after'\'l"hat the army belie,ed to be an unmse ancl unjust
suspension. The climax seemed to be reached, ho'\'l"
e,er, at }Iiddletown, where we first eaught sight of the
enemy. Here, upon our arri-al, '\'l"e follllLl General
::IIcClellau sitting-n])on his l!orse in the road. The enemy
oeenpied a gap in the f:onth ::IIonntain, a mile or two
be.,ontl. Reno and Hatch '\\ere fighting, aml the smoke
of their guns eonld he seen half-'\'l"ay up the mountain.
As each org-anization passed the general. the men
became apparentl)- forgetful of e,erything but their
lo,e for Wm. The., cheered and cheered again, until
they beeame so hoarse tlley conld cheer no longer. It
seemed as if an intermission had been deelared in order
that a reeeption might be tendered to the general-in
ehief. A great ero'\'l"d continually surrounded him, antl
the most extra,agant demonstrations were indulged in.

} I1111<lred, P,en hugged the horse's legs antl earessed hls
head and mane. Wnile the troops '\\ere thus surging by,
the general continually pointed '\'l"ith his finger to the
gap in the mountain throu_gh '\'l"hieh our path lay. It '\\US
like a great seene in a pla)-, mth the roar of the guns
for an accompaniment. Another enthusiastic demon
�tration that I remember ocenrretl in the afternoon of
the I,th at Antietam, '\\hen the general rode alon_g our
line of battle. Tile chrers eonld not ha,e been heartier
than the., "ere. General ::IIeClellan may lrn,e had
op])onents el.--ewhere; he had few, if any, among the
�ol<liers whom he eommande,l." [:-ee also p. 489.]

1 On the 3d the President. hy an order in hi,;
o,,n hand-'Titing. hut ::-ign ed by the Secretary of
\\'ar, directed General Halleck to .. organize an
arm:,- for actfre opel'ations . • . independent
of the forces he may deem necessary for the de
fense of Washington. '\\hen ;;,uch acti,e army shall
..
take the :fiehl.'' See ·· \\'ashington under Banks.
p. J-±:2,-EDITORS.
\ In its original form. as it "as first gfren to the
newspapers and as it appeared in some of them.
this order purported to be issued . . by order of the
Secretary of War.''-EDITORS.
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for the reason that its presence at Harper's Ferry wonld not hinder the enemy
from crossing the Potomac; that if "We were nnsuccossful in the approaching
battle, Harper's Ferry ,,onlc1 be of no use to us and its garrison necessarily
wonld be lost; that if we were snccossfnl we would immediately recover the
post "Without any difficulty, while tho addition of ten thousand men to the
active army wonlcl be an important factor in secnriug success. I added
that if it were determined to hold the position the existing arrangements were
all wrong, as it ,,onkl be easy for the enemy to snrround and eapture the
garrison, and that tho garrison ought, at least, to he withdrawn to the Mary
land Heights, where they conlcl resist attack until relieved.
The Soeretary was much impressed by-what I said, and asked me to accom
pany him to General Halleck and repeat my statement to him. I acquiesced,
and wo went together to General Halleck's quarters, where we found that he
hnd retired for the night. But he received us in his bedroom, when, after a
preliminary rxplanation b)" the Secretary as to the inteiTiew being at his
request, I said to Halleck precisely ,Ylrnt I had stated to Mr. Seward.
Ha1leck receiYecl my statement with ill-concealed contempt-said that
everything was all right as it was; that my views were entirely erroneous,
etc., and soon bowed us out, lenYing matters at Harper's Ferry precisely
as thoy were.
On tho 7th of September, in achlition to the t]m..•e corps already mentioned
(the Socornl, Ninth, nucl Twelfth), the First and Sixth Corps, Sykes's division
of the Fifth Corps, and Conch's diYision of tho Fourth Corps, were also on
tho ::;,\Inryland side of the river; the First and Ninth Corps at Leesboro; tho
Second and T"welfth in front of RockYille; the Sixth Corps at Rockville;
Couch's diYision at Offutt',-; Cross Roads; Sykes's division at Tenall)·town.
As the time had now nrrivecl for the army to advance, and I had received
no orders to take command of it, but hntl been expressly told that the assign
ment of a commmHler had not been (_lecided, I cloterminod to solve the qnes
tion for myself, ancl ,,hen I moved out from ,Yashington with my staff and
personal escort I left my enrcl with P. P. C. written npon it, at the ,V11ite
r
Honse, "\\ nr Office, and Secretary Seward's honse, nnd went on my way.*
I was afterward accused of assuming command without authority, for
nefarious pnrposes, and in fact I fought the battles of South J\Ionntain and
Antietam with a halter nronnd my neck, for if the Army of the Potomac had
boon defeated and I had sm·vived I wonlc1, no doubt, luwe been triecl for assnm
i11g authoritr without orders, and, in the state of feeling which so unjustly
condenme(l the innocent and most meritorious General F. J. Porter, I would
probably have been conclemnecl to death. I was fully aware of tho risk I ran,
]mt tho path of duty
. was dear and I triecl to follow it. It was absolutely.
necessary that Loo's army shoulcl be met, and in the state of affairs I have
briefly l1escribe<1 there conlcl be 110 hesitation on my part as to cloing it
promptly. Yery few in the Army of the Potomac doubted the fayorable

*

General 1leClellan's oruers from the 1st to the 8th of Septeml,er, inelnsiYe, are tlated "Head
quarters, \Vashington." On the !Jth he resnmecl the heatling, '' Headquarters, Army of the Potomae,"
.
at Roekv1lle.-EDITORS.
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desperate fighting and severe marches in the nuhealthy regions of the Chicka
hominy and afterward, during the second Bull Run campaign; its trains,
administration services and supplies were disorganized or lacking in conse
queuce of the rapidity and manner of its removal from the Peuiusula as well
as from the nature of its operations during the second Bull Run campaign.
In the departure from the Peninsula, trains, supplies, cavalry, and artillery
in many instauces had necessarily been left at Fort J\Ionroe and Yorktown for
lack of vessels, as the important poiut was to remove the infantry divisions
rapidly to the support of Geueral Pope. The divisions of the Army of Vir
gi11ia vrnre also exhausted and weakened, and their trains were disorganized
and their supplies deficient by reason of the moverneuts in which they hacl
been engaged.
Had General Lee remained in front of ,Vashiugton it would have been the
part of wisdom to hold om· own army quiet until its pressing wants were
fully supplied, its organization "'as restored, ancl its ranks were filled with
recruits -in brief, until it was prepared for a campaign. But as the enemy
maintained the offensive and crossed the Upper Potomac to threaten or
invade Pennsylvania, it became necessary to meet him at any cost notwith
standing the comlition of the troops, to put a, stop to the invasion, save
Baltimore and ,Vashington, aud throw him back across the Potomac. Nothing
hut sheer necessity justified the advance of the Army of the Potomac to
8outh Mountain and Antietam in its then condition, and it is to the eternal
honor of the bnwe men who composed it that under such adverse circum
stances they gained those vidories. The work of supply and reorganization
,,as continued as best we might while on the nrnrch, and even after the close
of the battles [September 1Jth-17th] so much remained to be done to place
the army in condition for a. campaign, that the delay which ensued was abso
lutely unavoidable, and the army could not lrnve entered upon a new cam
paigu oue day earlier than it did. It must then be borne constantly in miud
that the purpose of advancing from ,Vashingtou ,Yas simply to meet the
necessities of the mollleut by frustrating Lee's invasion of the Northeru States,
and, when that was accomplished, to pm;h with the utmost rapidity the work of
reorganization aud supply so that a new campaign might be promptly inaugu
rated with the army in condition to prosecute it to a successful termination
,Yithout intermission.
The advance from Washington was covered by the cavalry, nuder Gen
eral Pleasontou, ,Yhieh was pushed as far to the front as possible, and was
soon in constant coutnct with the enemy's cavalry, with whom several well
conducted and successful affairs occurred.
Partly in order to move men freely and rapidly, partly in couseqnence of the
lack of accurate information as to the exact position and intention of Lee's
army, the troops adYanced by three main roads : that part near the Potomac by
Offutt's Cross Roads and the month of the Seneca; that by Rockville to Fred
erick, arn1 that hy Brookville and Urbana to New Market. ,Ve were then in
condition to act according to the development of the enemy's plans and to con
centrate rapidly in any position. If Lee threatened our left flauk by moving
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down the river road, or by crossing the Potomac at any of the fords from
Coon's Ferry upward, there were enough troops on the river road to hold
him in check until the rest of tlie army could move over to support them; if
Lee took np a position behind the Seneca near Frederiek the whole army could
be rapidly concentrated in that direction to attack him in force; if he moved
upon Baltimore the entire army could rapidly be thrmrn in his rear and his
retreat would be cnt off; if he moved by Gettysburg or Chambersburg upon
York or Carlisle we were equally in position to throw- ourselves in bis rear.
The first requisite was to gnin accurate information as to Lee's movements,
and the second, to push the \\Ork of supply and reorganization as rapicliy as
possible.
General Lee and I knew each other well. In the 1.la�'S before the war we
served together in Mexico, and ·we bad commandell against each other in the
Peninsula. I had the highest respect for his ability as a commander, and
knew that he was a general not to be trifled "ith 01· carelessly afforded an
opportunity of striking a fatal blow. Each of us naturally regat·ded his mn1
army as tho better, bnt each entertained the highest respect for the endur
ance, courage, and fighting qualities of the opposing army; and this feeling
extended to the officers and men. It w·as perfectly uatnral nuder these
circumstances that both of ns should exercise a certain amount of caution,-!
in my endeavors to ascertain Lee's strength, position, nnd intentio11s before
I struck the fatal blow; he to abstain from any extended movements of
invasiou, and to hold his army ,Yell in hand until he could be sntisfi.ed as to
the condition of the Army of tho Potomac after its second Bull Rnn campaign,
aud as to the iutentions of its commander.

ROSTRDI IX THE XATIOXAL CE)IETEl{Y AT SHARPSBURG.

l-'RO)I A RECEXT PHOTOGRAPH.

On :Memorial Day, 1885, General )IcClellan alldreRsed from tlJiR rostrum a large aRsembly of memlJers
of the'' Grall(l Army of the Republic."-EDITOilS.
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N the 5th of Sep
Otember,
1 S 62, Haw-

kius' Zouaves, as a
part of Buruside's
corps, from Fred
'- ericksburg, landed
at Washington to
assist in the llefeuse
of the capital, then
threatened l)y Lee's
first invasion of
l\larylaml, and, as
events proved, to
.
-�".::!' �
.
• ••
--=join in the pursuit of
-_. .;.; ,....."'..:."':'"�.
.
the invaders. Here,
_',�;t�,.
--- .
in pursuance of a
··<, 1 ' �
measure for shortA 01soRGANrzEo PRIVATE. rRoM A PHOTOGRAPH.
euing the baggage
trniu which had
lately heen decided on, ,,c ,vere deprived of our
Sibley tents-those cumbersome, conical caravan
saries, in which eighteen men lie upon the ground
with their feet toward the center.
Shelter tents came soon to replace the"Sibleys,"
aml with them came marching orders -the army
was moving west. At dusk we set up onr new
houses. A shelter or ,log tent is like a bargain
it takes tvrn to make it. Eac·h man is provi,letl
with an oblong piece of thick, uul1leacbed muslin
about the length of a man-f'ay six feet-and h,o
thirds as Wille, l,ordered all ronud with buttons
aml button-holes a lteruately matching respectiYely
the button-boles and buttons of his comrade's piece.
To set it up. eut hvo 1·rotehed stakes, each about
four feet long, point them at the un<'rotehed end,
and clriYe them into the ground about six feet
apart; ent a slender pole to lie horizontally from
one crotch to the other, button the two pieces of
muslin together and throw the resulting piece over
the pole, drawing ont the coruers tight and pinning
them down to the ground by means of little loops
fastened in them. You will thus get a wedge
shaped strueture-simply the two slopes of au
or,liuary roof-about three ant'! a half feet high at
its highest point, and open at both ends. 'rhis \Yill
accommodi,te two men, and in warm, pleasant
weather is all that is neerle,1. In rainy weather a
third man is admitted. A piece of rope ahout four
feet long is then tied to the top of one of the stakes
arnl stretche,1 out iu the line of direction of the
ridge pole, the free Pnd being hronght down to the
ground and pinned there. Tho third man then but
tons bis piece of muslin to one slope of the roof,
c:-arries the other edge of the pieee out around the
tightened rope and lJring;; it back to the edge of
the othPr slope, to which it is buttoned. This third
piece is shifted from one end of the tent to the
other, accor1ling to the direction of the wind or
storm. You thus get an extension to yonr tent in
which knapsacks c·an be stored, leaving the rest of
the space clear for sleeping purposes. This is large
enough to aecommodate three men lying side by side.
-�✓�-""; ����,_;./

l
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But will such a structure keep out rain? Certainly,
just as your umbrella does-unless you touch it on
the inside when it is soaked. If you do, the rain will
come iu, drop by llrop, just where yon have touched
it. To keep the water from floITing in along the
surface of the ground, dig a small trench about
three inches deep all around the tent, close up, so
that the rain shed from the roof will fall into it.
Such a house is always with you potentially, for
yon carry the materials on your back and ean snap
yonr fingers at the baggage wagon. For three
fourths of the year it is all the shelter needed, as
it keeps out rain, snow, and wind perfectly, being
penetrable only by the cold.
We marched at last, and on the 12th of Septem
ber entere1l Frederick, wondering all the way what
the enemy meant. 1Ve of the ranks little sus
pected what sbea,es he was gathering in at Har
per's Ferry, behind the curtain of his main body.
"\\'e guessed, howeYer, as nsual, and toward eYen
iug begau to get our answer. Ile was right ahead,
bis rear-guard skirmi;;hing with om· advance. We
came up at the close of the fight at Frederick,
and, forming line of battle, '\Vent at double-quick
through eonifiel<ls, potato patches, gardens, and
backyards-the German washer-women of the
10:3d New York regiment going in with us on the
rnn. It was only a measure of precaution, how
ever, the cavalry haYing done what little there
was to do in the ,my of drhing ont of the c-ity a
Coufe1lerate rear-gnanl not much inclined to stay.
"\Ye pitched tents at once in the outskirts. and after
a hearty supper went to explore the city.
The next moruing the feeling of distrnst which
the night before bad seemed to rule the place bail
disappeared, and a general holitlay feeling took
its place. The city was abloom with flags, houses
were open every,d1ere, trays of food were set on
the window-sills of nearly all the better class of
houses, and the streets were filled with ,,omen
dressed in their best, ,,·alking bareheaded, sing
ing, and testifying in every way the general joy.
September 13th in Frederick City was a bright
one in memory for many a month after-a pleas
ant topic to discuss oYer many a camp-fire.
The next day onr regiment went on a reconnois
sanee to a speck of a ,illage. rather o,·erweigbted
hy its narne,-Jefferson,-abont eight miles from
Frederick and on our left. Far up the mountain
side a.hearl of ns ,ve conl1l see, in the fields eon
fronting the edge of the woorls that crowned the
ridge, the f"cattered line of Hnsb's Lancers, their
bright reel pennons fluttering gayly from their spear
beads.
We reached camp again about 10 o'eloek at
night, and found awaiting us marching orders
for 2 o'clock the following rnorning. Late as it
was, one of my tent-mates-an enterprising young
fellow-started out on a foraging expedition, in
pnrsnanee of a ,·ow made several days before to
find something with ,vhieb to ,·ary his monotouons
regimen of "bard-tack" and "salt horse.'' He
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"ran the guard"-an easy thing to do in the
darkness and hubbub-and returned shortly after,
struggling with a weight of miscellaneous plunder;
a crock of butter, a quantity of apple-butter,
some lartl, a three-legged skillet weighing several
pounds, and a live hen. It was a marvel how he
manageLl to carry so much; but he was a rare
gleaner always, with a comprehensive method that
covered the ground. That night we had seYeral
immense flapjacks, the whole size of the pan ;
then, tethering the hen to one of the tent pegs,
we went to sleep, to be roused an hom or so later
by hearing our two-legged prize cackling ancl flut
tering off in the darkness.
Up to the 10th the army had not marched so
much as it had drifted, but from this point on our
purpose seemed to grow more definite and the
interest deepened steadily. There had been spo
radic fighting through the day (the 13th), but
it was over the hills to the west, and we heard
nothing of it beyond those airy echoes that take
the shape of rumor. Now, howeYer, the ferment
at the front, borne back by galloping orderlies,
was swiftly leavening the mass. Occasionally, on
our march we would pass a broken gnn wlrnel or
the bloated body of a slaughtered horse, and in
various ways we knew that we were close upon
the enemy, and that we conkl not now he long
delayed. This would haYe been told us l,y the
burden of our daily orders, always the same, to
hold ourselves "in readiness to march at a mo
ment's notice," with the stereotyped allclernlum,
"three days' cooked rations and forty rounds."
Every one lay down to sleep that night with a
feeling of impending battle.
By daylight next morning we were in motion
again-the whole army. 'fhe gathering of such a
multitude is a swarm, its march a vast migration.
It fills up every road leading in the same direction
over a breadth of many miles, with long ammu
nition aud supply trains disposed for safety along
the illller roads, infantry and artillery next in order
outwardly, feelers of cavalry all along its front
and far out on its flanks; while behind, trailing
along every road for miles (ravelings from the
great square blanket which the enemy's cavalry,
if active, snip off with ease), are the rabble of strag
glers-laggards through sickness or exhaustion,
squads of recruits, convalescents from the hospital,
special duty men going up to rejoin their regiments.
Each body has its route laid <lown for it each clay,
its time of starting set by watch, its place of
bivouac or camp appointed, together with the
hour of reaching it. If two roads come together,
the corps that reaches the junction first moves on,
while the other files out into the fields, stacks arms,
builds fires, and boils its coffee. Stand, now, by
the roadsit1e while a corps is filing past. They
march "route step," as it is ealled,-that is, not
keeping time,-and four abreast, as a country road
sel<1om permits a greater breadth, allowing for the
aides and orderlies that gallop in either direction
continually along the column. If the march has
just begun, you hear the sound of voices every
where, with roars of laughter in spots, marking
the place of the company wag-generally some
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Irishman, the action of whose tongue bears out his
calling. Later on, when the ,Yeight of knapsack
and musket begins to tell, these sounds die out; a
sense of weariness and labor rises from the toiling
masses streaming by, voiced only by the shuftle of
a multitude of feet, the rubbing and straining of
innumerable straps, and the flop of full canteens.
So uniformly does the mass move on that it sug
gests a great machiue, requiring only its directing
mim1. Yet such a mass, without experience in l1attle,
would go to pieees before a moderately effective fire.
Catch up a handful of snow and throw it, it 11ies
to fluff; pack it, it strikes like stone. Here is
the secret of organization -the aim and crown of
drill, to make the units one, that when the crisis
comes, the missile may lie thoroughly compacte,1.
Too much, howeYer, has been claimed for theoretic
discipline-not enough for intelligent inclivi<lual
action. No remark was oftener on the lips of
officers Ll nring the ,Yar than this : '' Obey orders! I
do your thinking for you." But that soldier is
the best whose good sense tells him -when to be
merely a part of a machine and when not.
The premonitions of the night were not fulfilled
next day. That day-the 14th of Septeml1er
we cl'Ossecl the Catoe tin range of mountains, reaeh
ing the summit ahout noon, and descended its
western slope into the beautiful valley of l\Iichlle
towu. Ha.If-way up the valley's ,Yestern side we
halted for a rest, am1 turned to look back on the
moYing host. It was a scene to linger in the mem
ory. 'fhe valley in which l\Iiddletown lies is fom
or five miles wide, as I remember it, ancl runs
almost flue n01-th and south hetween the par:illel
ranges of Catoctin and South 1Iountaius. From
where we stood the landscape lay below us, the
eye commanding the opposite slope of the valley
almost at point-blank. An hour before, from the
same spot, it bad heen merely a scene of quiet
pastoral beauty. All at once, along its eastern
edgP, the hearls of the columns began to appear,
and grew and grew, pouring over the ridge and
descending by every road, filling them completely
and scarring the surface of the gentle la11dscape
with the angry welts of war. By the farthest
northern road-the farthest we could see-moved
the baggage wagons, the line stretching from the
bottom of the valley back to the top of the ridge,
and beyond, only the canvas covers of the wagons
revealing their eharacter. We knew that each
clot was a heavily loaded army wagon, drawn by
six mules and occupying forty feet of road at
least. Now they looked like white beads on a
string. So far awa.y were they that no motion
was perceptible. The constant swelling of the encl
of the line down in the valley, where the teams
turned into the fields to park, gave evidence that,
in this way, it was being slowly reeled along the
way. The troops were marching by two roads
farther south. The Confederates fighting on the
western summit must haYe seen them plainly.
Half a mile beyond us the colmnn broke abruptly,
filing off into line of battle, right and left, ac1·oss
the fields. From that point backward and down
ward, across the valley and np the farther slope, it
stretched with scarcely a gap, every curve and
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zigzag of the way tlefi11ed more sharply by its
solllber presence. Here, too, on all the llistant por
tions of t.he line, motion was imperceptible, but
could ue infene,I from the casual glint of sun
light ou a musket !Janel miles away. It was 3
o'clock when we rcsumell om· march, turning our
backs upon the beautiful, impressi\'e picture each column a monstrous, crawling, blne-lJlack
snake, llliles long, qnillcu with the silver slant of
muskets at a '' shonhler,·' its sluggish tail writh
ing slowly np o\'er the distant eastern ridge, its
IJruised head wcHeriug in the roa.r :rn,l smoke upon
the crest al,ove, whero was being fought the bat
tle of South J.Ionntain.
·we were now gettiug nearer to the danger line,
the rattle of musketry going 011 incessantly in the
edges of the woods aIHl lJehirnl the low stone fences
that se::nnell the rno1111tai11-si,le. '!'hen we came
upon the fringes of the con lest-slightly wom1uell
men scatterell aloug the wiwling roatl on their
way to the hospital, nlHl uow aml then a sqna,l
of prisoners, woumletl aml unwo1uHled together,
going nmler gnart! to the rear.
The brigade was onlerefl to the left of the road
to support a regular battery posted at the top
of a steep slope, with a eornficltl on the left, aml
twenty yanls or so in front, a thin wood. \Ye
formecl behi)l(l the battery an,l a little ,!own 1,he
slope-the 89th Oil the left, the 0th next, then
the 103d. \Ve hau IJcen in 1,osition but a few
minutes when a, stil' in front allvisell us of some
thing unnsual afoot, aml the next moment the
Confederates bm:,;t ont of t.Jie woorls arnl made a
llash at the battery. \\"e had just o)Jeye,l a hastily
giYen 01•tler to lie down, "·hen the lmllets whistled
OYer our hea,lls, :tllll fell far llown the slope bebillll
us. 'l'heu the guns opeued a,t short range, full
shotted with grape anll canist<'r. The force of
the eharge was easily broken, for though it was
vigoronsly m:llle it was not sustainetl-perhaps
was not intenue,l to be,, as the whole day's battle
had been merc•ly an eliort of the enemy to eheck
our advance till be conhl couc-entrate for a gen
eml engagement. As the Confellnates came ont
of the wootls their line tom·bed ours 011 the extremo
left only, aml there at an acute angle, 1heir men
nearly trea.-liug on those of the 80th, who were on
their faces in the cornfiehl, before they discoYered
thew. At tliat. in:,;tant the sit nation jnst there was
ideally, cruelly atlva11tageom; to us. The Confc,l
erates stood before ns uot twenty feet away, the
full intention of ,lestrnetion 011 their faces- but
helpless, with <'mpty muskets. The 0th simply
rose np and shot them down.
It was in this charge tb:it I first beard the" rebel
,
yell .; not the <leep-breastetl Northel'n eheer, gi rnn

in unison and after a struggle, to signify an atlvan
tage gained, but a high shrill yelp, uttered without
conceit, and kept up continually when the fighting
was approachi ug a climax, as an incentive to further
effort. 'fhis ch:wge emlell the coutest for the ,lay
on that part of the line. Pickets were set well
forward in the woods, ancl we rnmained some time
in positiou, waiting. How a trivial thing ,vill often
thrust itself upon the atteution in a supreme
moment was well exemplified here. All about ns
grew pe1111)Toyal, bruised by the trawpiug of a
bumlred feet, mill the smell of it bas always lJcen
associated i11 my memory with that battle.
Before the suulight falled, I walked over the
narrow tiel,l. All aronncl Jay the Confellera.te
dead-umlersize<l men mostly, from the coast
tlistriet of North Carolina, with sallow, hatchet
faces, aml clad in '' butteruut "-a color nm
uing all the way from a deep, coffee brown up
to the whitish brown of ordinary llnst. .As I
looked down on the poor, pinched faces, worn with
lllarehing ancl scaut fare, all enmity died out.
Thero was uo •'secession" in those rigitl forms,
11or in those fixe1l eyes staring lJlankly at the sky.
Clearly it was uot '' their war." Some of our men
primell their muskets afresh with the finer powtler
from the cartridge-boxes of the dead. With this
exception, each remained untonehecl as be had
fallen. Darkuess carne ou rapirlly, a1Hl it grew
very chilly. As little eould be tloue at that l10ur
in the way of burial, we unrolletl tlrn blankets of
the dead, spread them over the bodies, and then snt
llown in line, 1111mching a little on om cooked
rations in lieu of supper, and listening to the
firing, whid1 was kept up on the right, persistently.
By D o"clock this eeasell entirely. Drawing our
l)b11kets over 11s, ,Ye went to sleep, lying upon
om· arms in line as we bad stood, living Yankee
anu <lentl Confederate side by sitle, and imlis
tiugnishahle.-'l'his was S1wclay, the 14th of
September.
'l'lte next mo1·uiug, reeeiving no orders to mareh,
we set to work �ollec-ting the a1•ms and equipments
scntteretl about the fielrl, ::m(l buryiDg the dea,l.
The weather being fine, bo,Yers were built in the
woods-generally in fence corners - for such of
the woumle,l ns cmil<l not he rnovetl with saf. ety;
others, after stimulants ba,l beeu given, were helped
,lown the mountain to the rude hospitals. Before
we left the spot, some of the co1mtry people living
thereabout, who had been scared away by the
firing, vent.med back, making hig eyes at a11 they
saw, a111l asking most ridiculous questions. One
wn.s, whether we were from Mexico! Those belated
echoes, it seemed, were still sounding in the "'°ods
of 1.Tarylaml.

THE BATTLE OF SOUTH MOUNTAIN, OR BOONSBORO'.
FIGHTING FOR TUIE AT TURNEn's AND FOX'S GAPS.
BY DANIEL H. HILL, LIEUTENANT-GENERAL, C. S. A.

of the 14th of September, lSG:.\ is called at the North the bat
THEtleconflict
of South :Mountain, and at the Sonth the battle of Boonsboro'. So

1nany battle-fields of the Civil ,Var bear double names that we eannot believe
the duplication has been accidental. It is the mrnsnal which impresses. 'rhe
troops of the North came mainly from cities, towns, and villages, am1 were,
therefore, impressed by some natural object uear the scene of the conflict and
named the battle from it. The soldiers from the South were ehiefly from the
<:onntry and were, therefore, impressed by some artificial object near the field
of action. In one section the naming has been after the handiwork of God;
in the other section it has lJeen after tho handi"ork of man. Tlrns, the first
passage of arms is called the battle of Bull Run at the North,-the 11ame of
a little stream. At the South it takes the name of :Manassas, from a railroad
station. The second battle on the same ground is called the Second Bnll Run by
the North, and the Second l\fanassas by the Sonth. Stone's defeat is the battle
of Ball's Bluff with the Federals, and the battle of Leesburg with the Confed
erates. The battle called by General Grant, Pittsburg Landing, a natural
object, was named Shiloh, after a church, by his antagonist. Rosecrans called
bis first great fight ,dth Bragg, the batt.k of Stone River, while Bragg named
it after :;\Inrfreesboro', a village. So 1.IcClellan's battle of the Chickahominy, J
a little river, was with Lee the battle of Cold Harbor, a tavern. The Federals
speak of the battle of Pea Ridge, of the Ozark range of mountains, and the
Confederates call it after Elk Horn, a country inn. The Union soldiers called
the bloody battle three clays after South Mountain from the little stream,
Antietam, and the Southern troops named it after the village of Sharpsburg.
Many instances might be given of this donhle naming by the opposing
forces. According to the same law of the unusual, the war-songs of a people
have generally been WTitten by non-combatants. The bards who followed the
banners of the feudal lords, sang of their exploits, and stimulated them and
their retainers to deeds of high em.prise, wore no armor and carried no swords.
So, too, the impassioned orators, who rouse,1 onr ancestors in 1776 with the
thrilling cry, "Liberty or Death," never once put themselves in the way of a
death by lead or steel, by musket-ball or bayonet stab. The noisy speakers
of 1861, who fired the Northern heart and who fired the Southern heart, never
did any other kind of firing. t
The battle of South l\Iountaiu was one of extraordinary illusions and clelu
s10ns. The Federals were nuder tho self-imposed illusion that there was a
J Gaines's 1\Iill. --EDITORS.
;t Of the political speakers of lSGO a number
might he mentioned who afterward served, in
some cases with distinction, in the respective

armies; for example, Banks, Baker, Frank P.
Blair, Jr., Logan, Garfield, Schurz, on the Uuiou
side; and Breckinridge, Toombs, Cobb, Floyd, and
Pryor of the Confederates.-EDIT0RS.
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ver�' large force opposed to them, whereas there was only one weak division
until late in the afternoon. They might lrnve brushed it aside almost without
halting, but for this illusion. It was a battle of delusions also, for, by moving
about from point to point and meeting the foe wherever he presented himself,
the Confederates deluded the Federals into the belief that the whole mountain
wHs smtrming with rebels. I will endeavor to explain the singular featm·es of
tho battle and what caused them.
In the retirement of Lee's army from Frederick to Hagerstown and Boons
boro', my division constituted the renr-gnard. It consisted of five brigades
(,Vise's brigade being left behind), and after the arrival at Boonsboro' was,
intrnstod with guarding the wagon trains and parks of artillery belonging to
tho whole army. LongstreeHs corps went to Hagerstown, thirteen miles from
Boonsboro', and I was directed to distribute my five brigades so as not only
to protect the wagons and guns, lmt also to watch all the roads leading from
Harper's Ferry, in order to intercept the Federal forces that might make,
their escape before Jackson had completed the investment of that place. It
required a considerable separation of my small command to accomplish these
two olJjects, and my tent, which was pitched about the center of the five bri
gades, was not less than three miles from Turner's Gap on the National road
crossing South l\Iountaiu.
During the forenoon of the 13th General Stuart, who was in an advance
position at the gap in the Catoctin l\Iountain, east of Middletown, with our
cavalry, sent a dispatch to me saying that he was follo-wed by two bri
gades of Federal infantry, and asking me to send him a brigade to chock the
pursuit at South l\Iountain. I sent him the brigades of Colquitt and Gar
land, and the batteries of Bondurant and Lane, with four guns each. Plea
sontou's Federal cavalry division came up to the mountain and pressed on
till our infa11try forces were displayed, when it returned without fighting.,
Tho Confederates, ,,ith more than half of Lee's army at Harper's Ferry,.
distant a march of t-wo days, and with the remainder divided into two parts,.
thirteen miles from each other, were in good condition to be beaten in detail,.
scattorod and captm·ed. General Longstreet writes to me that he urged
General Lee in the evening of the 13th to unite at Sharpsburg the troops
which were then at Hagerstown and Boonsboro'. He said that he could
effect more with one-third of his own corps, fresh and rested, than with the
whole of it, when oxhanstecl by a forced march to join their comrades.
That night, finding that he could not rest, General Longstreet rose and wrote
to his commander, presenting his views once more, favoring the abandonment
of tho <1efense of the mountain except by Stnart and the concentration at.
Sharpsburg.
I recoivod a note abont midnight of tlrn 13th from General Lee saying that,
ho was not :c;atisfied with the condition of things on the turnpike or National
road, and direeting me to go in person to Turner's Gap the next morning and
assist Stnart in its defense. In his official report General Lee says:
"Learning that Harper's Ferry had not surrendered and that the enemy was advancing more
rapidly than was convenient from Fredericktown, I determined to retul'!1 with Longstreet's com-
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mancl to the Blue Ridge
to strengthen D. H. Hill's
and Stuart's divisions en
gaged in holding the
passes of the mountains,
lest the enemy shoulcl fall
upon McLaws's rear, drive
him from the :i\Iaryland
Heights, and thus relieYe
the garrison at Harper's
Ferry."
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This report and the
note to me show that
General Lee expected
General Stuart to re
main and help defend
the pass on the 14:th.
But on reaching the
l\Iountain Honse be
tween daylight and
sunrise that morning,
I receiYecl a message
from Stuart that he
had gone to Cramp
ton's Gap. [See map,
p. 593.] He was too
gallant a soldier to
nATro�s Fnmr THE sTALK.
leave bis post when a
battle was imminent, and doubtless he belieYecl that there was but a smal1 Fed
eral force on the National road.! I found Garland's brigade at the :Mountain
Honse and learned that Colquitt's was at the foot of the mountain on the east
side. I found General Colquitt there rnthont vedettes and rnthout information
of the Federals, but believing that they had retired. General Cox's Federal
division was at that Yery time marching up the old Sharpsburg or Braddock's
road, a mile to the south, seizing the heights on our right and establishing those
heavy batteries which afterward commanded the pike and all the approaches
to it. General Pleasonton, of the Federal cavah'Y, bad learned the ground by
the reconnoissance of the clay before, and to him was iutrnstecl the posting of
the advance troops of Reno's corps on the south side of the pike. He says:
" I cfu·ected Scammon's brigade to move up the mountain on the left-hand road, gain the
crest, and then move to the right, to the turnpike in the enemy's rear. At the same time I
placed Gibson's battc,ry and the heavy batteries in position to the left, covering the road on that
side and obtaining a direct fire on the enemy's position in the gap."

This shows that Pleasonton knew that the Confederate forces were at the
foot of the mountain. However, I brought Colqnitt's brigade back to a point
! Generals Colquitt and Rosser ha"'e both written to me that General Stuart told them he had been
followed by only a small Federal force.-D. H. H.
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near the summit and placed the 23d and 28th Georgia regiments on the north
side of the pike behind a stone-wall, which afforded an excellent fire upon the
pike. The other three regiments, the 6th and 27th Georgia and the 13th
Alabama, were posted on the south side of the pike, a little in advance of the
wall and ,vell protected by a dense wood. This brigade did not lose an inch of
ground that day. The skirmishers were driven in, hut the line of battle on both
sides of the road was the same at 10 o'clock at night as it was at 9 o'clock in the
morning. After posting Colqnitt's brigade I went with l\Iajor Ratchford of my
staff on a reconnoissanre b our right. About three-fourths of a mile from the
l\Ionntain Honse we discovered, by the voices of commai1d and the rumbling
of ,Yheels, that the old rnad and heights above it were occupied, and took it
for granted that the occupation was by Federal troops. ,Ve did not see them,
and I suppose we were not seen by them. Colonel T. L. Rosser of the cavalry
had lJeen sent that morning with his regiment and Pelham's artillery, by Ol'ller
of General Stuart, to seize Fox's Gap on the Braddock road. Cox had got to
the heights first �ml confronted Rosser with a portion of his command, ·vd1ile
the remainder of it could he plainly seen at the foot of the mountain. Gen
eral Rosser writes to me that he reported the situation of things to Stnnrt,
who was passing hy on the east side of the mountain on his way south. He,
Rosser, was not directetl to report to me, and I did not suspect his presence.
I do not know to this hour whether Ratchford and myself came near stum
bling npon him or upon the enemy.
Returning through the woods we came upon n cabin, the owner of which
was in the yard, sm-romHled by his children, nnd m·idently expectant of some
thing. The morning being cool, Rnkhford was wearing n blue cloak which
he hnd found nt Seven Pines. In qnestiouing the mountaineer about the
roads I discovered that he thought we were Federals.
"The road on which _1;our battery is," said he, "comes into the valley road
near the church." This satisfied me that the enemy ,ms on our right, and I
asked him : "Are there any rebels on the pike f" "Yes; there are some
about the :;\fountain Honse." I asked: "Are there many ?" ",Vell, there are
Sr'Vcral; I don't know how mnny." ",Vho is in commaml f" "I don't know."
Just then a shell came hurtling through the woods, and a little girl began
crying. Having a little one nt home of about the same age, I could not forbear
stopping a moment tu sny a few soothing words to the frightened child, before
lrnrryi.ng off to the work of denth.
rrirn firjng had aroused thnt prompt and gallant soldier, General Garland,
and his men were nuder nrms when I reached the pike. I explained the situ
afo ,n briefly to him, clireded him to sweep through the woods, reaeh the road,
and hold it at all hazards, as the safety of Lee's large train depended upon its
being held. He went off in high spirits and I never saw him again. I never
knew a truer, better, braver man. Had he lived, his talents, pluck, energy,
and purity of character must have put him in the front rank of his pro
fession, whether in civil or military life.
After passing through the fii:st belt of woods Garland found Rosser,
and, conferring with him, determined to make his stand close to the junction
1
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of the roads, near the summit of the mountain (Fox's Gap). He had with
him five regiments of infantry and Bondnrant's battery of artillery-his
infantry force being a little less than one thousand men, all North Carn
liuians. The 5th regiment was placed on the right of the road, with the 1:Jth
as its support; the 23d was posted behind a low stone-wall on the left of the
5th; then came the 20th and 13th. From the nature of the ground and the
duty to be performed, the regiments were not in contact with each other,
and the 13th was :J50 yards to the left of the :JOth. Fifty skirmishers of
the 5th North Carolina soon encountered the 23d Ohio, deployed as skir
mishers under Lieutenant-Colonel R. B. Hayes, after,Yarcl President of the
United States, and the action began at 9 A. 211. between Cox's division and
Garland's brigade.
I will delay an aecount of the fight to give the strength of the force
engaged.� The Niu th Corps (Reno's) consisted of four divisions under Cox,
,Villcox, Sturgis, and Rodman ; or eight brigades -Scammon and Crook
(Cox); Christ and ,Velsh ("\Villcox); �agle and Ferrero (Sturgis) ; and Fair
cl�ild an<I Harland (Rodman). It had 29 regiments of infantry, 3 companies
of cavalry, and 8 batteries of artillerr, :3 of them United States batteries of
regulars under Benjamin, Clark, and :Unhlenberg.\
General Cox, who fought Garland, had six Ohio regiments nuder Briga
diers Scammon and Crook, and also the batteries of l\Ic11Iullin and Sim
monds, and three companies of cavalry. The heavy batteries in position
(20-ponuder Parrotts) were of senice to him also, in commanding the
approaches to the scene of the conflict. The strength of the division is not
given diTectly, but Scammon e timates his effecfrves at 1-:1:55. The other
brigade was most likely equally strong, and I conclude that Cox's infantr_,,,
artillery, and ca-valry :!:eached three thousand.* Garland's brigade is esti
mated at " scarce a thousand."
Scammon's brigade led the attack with great spirit. The 13tu North Caro
lina, nuder Lieutenant-Colonel Ruffin, nncl the :20th, under Colonel Alfred Iver
son, were furiously assailed on the left. Both regiments were under tried
and true soldiers, and they received the assault calmly. Lieutenant Crome,
of l\Icl\Iullin's battery, ran up a section of artillery by hand, and opened with
effect upon the 20th North Carolina; but the skirmishers under Captain
Atwell of that regiment killed the gallant officer while he "'aS himself sen'ing
as a gunner. The section was abandoned, bnt the Confederates were mia1Jle
to capture it. The effort seemed to be to turn the 13th; and Colonel Ruffin
in vain urged General Garland to go to the other part of his line. Ent wit!1
Garland the post of clanger was the post of honor. Judge Ruffin, in a recent
letter to me, thns speaks of the fall of the hero:
" I said to him: ' General, why do yon stay here 3/ :mu are in great danger.'
" To which he replied: 'I may as well be here as yourself.'
� See alf;O Table of Opposing Forces in the division and a portion of Pleasontou's cavalry were
the only Union troops on the field. Sturgis arrh-ed
Maryland Campaign, p. 598.-EDlTORS.
'\ Accordiug to General Cox, until the arrival of on the field about 3: 30.-EDlT0RS
In effect confirmed by General Cox.-EDITORS.
Willcox with his division, about 2 o'clock, Cox's
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"I said: 'No, it is my duty to be
here with my regiment, hut yon could
better superintend your brigade from
a safer position.'
11
Just then I .. as shot in the hip,
and as there was no fielcl-ofilcer then
with the regiment, other than myself, I
told him of my wou1Hl, and that it
might disable me, aml in that case I
wished a field-officer to take my place.
He tnrnecl and gave some order, which
1 ham forg·otteu. In a moment I heard
a g-roan, and looked ancl found him
mortally wounded and writhing in
pain. We continued to occupy this
position for some time, when I sent my
adjutant to the right to sec what ,ms
g·oing on (as tho furious fighting had
ceased in that direction). He 1·etill'ned
and reported that the remainder of the
brigade was gone ancl that the ground
was occupied by the enemy. I then
attempted to go to the left, hoping to
come in contact ,.ith some portion of
yonr command, but ,.as again con
fronted by the enemy. I next tried to
l!]{IGADIER-GE:-.ERAL �A�IUEL <1ARLAND, JU., C. S. A., KILLED
to the rear, but to my dismay
retl'eat
AT SOUTH :.IIOUNT,\1:-.. J•'ROll A PllUTOGlL\.Pll.
fournl myself entirely sul'l'onnclecl. The
enemy in front was pressing us, and I saw lJnt one way out, and that was to charge those in my
front, repel them, if possible, and then, before tlwy could recover, make a dasl1 at those in my
rear and cnt my ,.ay ont. This plan was snccessfnlly executed. I shall nevnr forget the feelings
of relief ,.hich I experienced when I first caught sight of you. Yon rode up to me, and, shaking·
my hand, saill that yon had given ns np for lost and did not see how it was possible for us to have
escaped. You then attached us to G. B. Arnlerfion's lJl'ig·ade, which hall come up in the mean
time. . . . I remember one remark which you made just after congratulating me upon
cutting my w·ay out that :rnl'pt·ised me very much. You said that yon were greatly gratified to
fincl that l\IcClellan's whole army was in your front. As I knew how small your force was, I
could not understand how it could be a source of pleaslll'e to you to find yourself assailed by
twenty times your uumbe1·. ln a moment you made it plain to me lJy saying that you hacl
feared at first that l\IcCkllan's attack upon you was hut a feint, and that with his main army
he would cross the mountain at some of the lo"·er gaps and would thus cut in between Jack
son's corps and the forces under Lee."

A little before thi · I bad seen from the lookout station near the l\Ionntain
Honse the vast army of :\IcClellan spread out before me. The marching col
umns extended back far as eye l'Onld see in the distance; but m::my of the
trnops had already arrived and were in double lines of battle, and those
ad \'ancing wero taking up positions as fast as they arrived. It ,,as a grand
nnd glorious spectacle, and it was impossible to lo0k at it ·withont admira
tion. I had never seen so tremem1ons an nrmy before, and I did not see one
like it afterward. For thouo·bh we confronted boTeater forces at Yorktown,
Slmrpsbnrg, FrecleriC'ksburg, and abont Richmond nuder Grant, these were
only partly seen, at most a corps at a time. Bnt here four corps were in full
view, one of which was on the mountain a.ml almost within rifle-range. The
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sight inspired more satisfaction than discomfort; for though I knew that my
little force could be brushed away as readily as the strong man can brush
to one side the wasp or the hornet, I felt that General McClellan bad
made a mistake, and I hoped to be able to delay him until General Long
street could come up and our trains could be extricated from their perilous
position.
When two distinct roars of artillery were heard south of us that morning,
I thought that the nearer one indicated that McClellan was forcing bis way
across some gap north of Harper's Ferry with a view of cutting Lee's army
in two. I suppose that Stuart believed that this would be the movement of
the enemy, and for this reason abandoned Turner's Gap and hastened to
what he believed to be the point of clanger. McClellan was too cautions a
man for so daring a venture. J Hacl he made it, Jackson could have escaped
across the Potomac, bnt the force nuder Lee in person (Longstreet's corps
and my division) must have been caught. l\Iy di vision was very small and
was embarrassed with the wagon trains and artillery of the whole army, save
such as Jackson had taken with him. It must be remembered that the army
now before McClellan had been constantly marching alll1 fighting since the
25th of June. It bad fought l\IcClellan's army from Richmond to the James,
and then had turned about and fought Pope's army, reenforcetl by parts of
McClellan's, from the Rapidan to the Potomac. The order excnsing bnrefooted
men from marching into l\Iaryland hacl sent thousands to the mar. Divisions
had become smaller than brigades were when the fighting first began; bri
gades had become smaller than regiments, and regiments had become smaller
thau companies.i. Dabney, a careful statistic-ian, in his "Life of Jnckson,"
estimates Lee's forces at Sharpsburg (Antietam) at 33,000 men, including
the three arms of service.! Three of Longstreet's twelve hrigndes had
gone to Harper's Ferry with Jackson. He (Longstreet) puts the strength
of his nine brigades at Hagerstown on the morning of the 14th of Sep
tember at thirteen thousand men. Accepting the correctness of his esti
mate for the present (though I expect to prove it to be too large), I find
that Lee had nuder his immediate command that morning but eighteen
thousand men.
l\foClellan gives his force at Sharpsburg at 87,164. Had he made the move
ment which Stuart and myself thought he was making, it was hardly possible
for the little force under Lee in person to have escaped, encumbered as it
was with wagon trains and reserve artillery. Forming his infantry into a
solid column of attack, Lee might have cnt a way through the fl.Ye-fold
force of his antagonist, but all the trains must have been lost,- an ine
parable ·1oss to the South. Frederick the Great's campaign against the allies
,iAccordiug to Thomas White, Chief Clerk in the
) See General Franklin's paper on the engage
Adjutant-General's Office at Lee's headquarters,
ment at Crampton's Gap, p. 501.-EDITORS.
.t 'fhus the 18th Virginia Regiment (p. 890, General Lee had 33,000 infantry at Sharpsburg, or
Vol. XIX., of the "Official Records") is put 41,500 of all arms. Adding 2000 for the previous
at 1�0 men; 56th Virginia Regiment at SO; casualties (only partly given), the total Confeder
8th Virginia at 34; Hampton Legion (p. 031) ate force ou the 14th would appear to be 43,500,
at 77; 17th South Carolina Regiment at 59 (p. of which 15,000 were at Harper's Ferry, on the
Virginia side, aud 28,500 iu M:aryland.-EDTTORS.
046).-D. H. H.
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shows what he ,vould have cloue Imel he been iu eommancl of the Federal
army. But the Americau soldier prefenecl to do sure work rather than
brilliant work, his natural caution being increased by the carping criticisms
of his enemies.
Upon the fall of Garland, Colonel l\IcRae, of the 5th North Carolina regi
ment, assumed comma11d, and ordered the two regiments on the left to close
in to the right. This order ei.ther was not received or it was found to be i.mpos
sible of execution. The maiu attack was on the �3cl North Carolina behi.ncl the
stone-wall. The Federals had a plnngiug fire upon this regiment from the crest
of a hill, higher than the wall, and only about fifty yards from it. The l�th
North Caroliun, a bnclly trained regiment, on that clay under the command of
a youug captain, deserted the field.\ Tho l�th Ohio, actuated b)· a different
impulse, made n charge upon Bondnrant's battery and clroYe it off, failing, hmv
ever, to capture it. The 30th Ohi.o aclvauc-ecl directly upon the stone-wall in
their front, while a regiment moved upon the '.23d :North Carolina on each flank.
Some of the :J0th Ohio forced through a break in the wall, and bayonets and
clubbed muskets wore used freely for a few moments. Garla11cl's brigade,
demoralized by his denth a11d by the fnrions assault on its center, now broke
in oonfusion and retreated behind the mountaiu, leaviug some two hundrod
prisoners of the ;5th, :t3fl, and �0th :North Carolina iu the hands of the enemy.
'rhe brigade wns too roughly handled to ho of any further use that clay. Rosser
retired iu better order, not, however, without having some of his meu capt
ured, and took np a position from which he could still fire upon the old road,
nncl which he held until 10 o'clock that night.
General Cox, having benten the force in his front, now showed n disposition
to carry out Geueral Pleasouton's instructions, and aclYauce to the ::.\fountain
Houso by the road nurning south from it on the summit of the mountain.
There was nothing to oppose him. J\Iy othor three brigades had not come np ;
Cok111itt's could uot be taken from the pike except iu the last extremity. So
two guns were run clown from the ::.\Ionntaiu Honse and opened a brisk fire
on the advanL·ing foe. A line of (lismonnted sbff-officers, couriers, teamsters,
and cooks was formecl behind the gnus to gi-ve the appearnnee of battery
supports. I do not remember ever to have experienced a feeling of greater
ln11eli11ess. It seemed as though we were desertell by "nll the world and the
rest of mankind." Some of the mlvauciug Federals ern�ountered Colqnitt's
skirmishers nmler Captain Arnold, and fell back to their fol'mcr positions.
General Cox seems not to luwe suspected that the <lefeat of Gnrlancl had
cleared his front of every foe. He says in his report: "The enemy withdrew
'\ :.\fr. R. Y. l\Iinor, of Oxfor<l, North Carolina,
a memlrnr of the 1 '.:!th North Carolina regiment,
writes to the ellitors that on the rnoming of the
l .t th of Septem her his regiment numbered seYeut)"
hvo men, and tlrnt they atl,·anC"ed along the mount
ain erest until thev were in the millst of enemies.
The eommander. �n inexperieneefl raptain, then
ga,"e the order to "fire and fall hack." The order
was ol,eyed, but the fire waR returned so promptly,
at dose range, that the withllrawal was attendell

,vith confusion. HoweYer, "thirty or forty" mem
bers of the 1 '..?th regiment halte<l 011 the line of
the 1 :Hh North Carolina, of tlwit- own (Garland's)
hrigatle. Lieutenant-Colonel •r. Ruffin, Jr., eom
maml0r of the 18th regiment, savs in his report:
"I feel it to be just that I shoulfl ;eknowleflge the
faet that we were joined b)" a small party of the
1'.?th �forth Carolina regiment earlv in the morn
ing, who continued "ith us throughout the clay
aml rendered us very efficient aid."

THE BATTLE OF SOUTH MOUNTAIN, OR BOONSBORO'.

767

their battery to a new position on a ridge more to the front and right, forming
their infantry in support and moving columns toward both our flanks."
It was more than half an hour after the utter rout and dispersion of
Garland's brigade when G. B. Anderson arrfred at the head of his small hut
fine body of men.* He made an effort to recover the ground lost hy Garland,
but failed and met a serious repulse. General Cox says of this attack: "The
enemy rnnde several attempts to retake the crest, advaneing with great
obstinacy and boldness."
Under the strange illusion that there was a large Confederate force on the
mountain, the Federals withdrew to theil' first position in the morning to
await the arrival of the other three divi ions of Reno's corps. Willcox's
arrived about noon, and Stnrgis's and Rodman's between 3 and 4 o'clock,
but there was no advance until 5 P. l\I. The falling back of Cox's division is
alluded to by Colonel Ewing of Scammon's brigade and by l\Ia.jor Lyman J.
Jaekson of Crook's brigade. 'fhe form or says: "\\re fell back to the original
position until the general advance at 5 P. l\I." l\Iajor Jackson, after speaking
of fighting the enemy behind a stone-wall with the cooperation of two other
regiments, adds: '' ,ve then fell back to the hillside in the open fields, ·where
we were ont of reaeh of their guns, and remainecl here with the rest of our
brigade until an advance was made against the enemy by the Pennsylvania
and Rhode Island troops on our right."
After the arrival of his whole corps General Reno ananged his line of battle
as follows : Cox's division on the left, resting on the batteries already in posi
tion ; "\Villeox's on the right, supported by the division of Sturgis. Rodmau's
division was divided ; Fairchild's 1Jrigade was sent to the extreme left to sup
port the batteries, and Harland': was placed on the extreme right.
In the meantime Rodes and Ripley, of my division, reported to me fo1·
orders. Rodes was sent with his brigade of twelve hundred men to a com
manding knoll north of the pike or National road. Ripley was directed to
attach himself to G. B. Anderson's left. Anderson, being thus strengthened,
and finding there was no enemy in his immediate front, sent out the :2d aud
4th North Carolina regiments of his brigade 011 a reconnoissance to the front,
right, and rear. Captain E. A. Osborne, commandiug tho skirmishers of the
4th North Carolina, discovered a brigade in an old field south of Fox's Gap,
faeing toward the turnpike and supportiug a battery ·with its guns turned in
the same direction. Captain Osborne hastened baek to Colonel Grimes, eom
mauding the regiment, and told him that they eonld deliver a flank fire upon
the brigade before it eonld change its position to meet them. But a Federal

*

General Hill in his official report thus describes the posting of his forces ttfter the defeat of
Garland: '' TL ere were two mountain roads practicable for a1'tillery on the right of the main tnrnpike. The defense of the farther one ha<l cost
Garland Lis life. It was now intrusted to Colonel
Rosser of the cavalry, who had reported to me,
and who had artillery and dismounted sharpshooters. General Anderson was intrusted with
the care of the nearest ancl best road. Bondnrant's

battery was sent to aid him in its defense. The
brigade of Colquitt was disposed on each side of
the turnpike, and that with Lane's battery was
judged adequate to the task. There was, however,
a solitary peak on the left, which, if gained by the
Yankees, would give them control of the ridge
commanding the turnpike. I had a large number
of guns from Cutts's artillery placed upon the bill
. . . to sweep the approaches . . .. Rodes anil
Ripley came up soon after Anderson."- EDITORS.
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JIIAP UF THE POSITIONS AT FOX'S AND TUTINETI'S GAPS,

The fights of September 14th were Ro 11istinct as to time
and place, nnd the positions of t,he troops were so often
chnngec1, that any single map won1<1 he rnisleac1ingwitl1ont analysis: !1) The early morning fight was mostly
on the sonth side. of Fox's Gnp, betw<'en Cox',,two Union
lJrigades nnd Garlnn,l"s hrignc1e, the l.ltter being assistecl
on its left l1y a part of Colqnitt's llrigwle which wns at
Turner·s Gap. By 10 o'cloc-k Gnrlarn1 had Jieen killed
nm1 his hriga,lo rnntNl. (2) Then Cox encountered G.
n. .And<'rnon'R nninng l1rigac1<', r<'pnlse,1 it, and fp,]] J1nek
to his position in Urn morning. (3) G. n. .Anderson wns
then posted at Fox'R Gap on both sitles of the ol<l. Sha rps
hnrg road. D. II. Hill's two othPr hrip;nclPs came up to
warrl noon. Uiple.r heing joiner\ tn G. -B. Anderson, ancl
no,1es l1ei11g Sl'llt to occupy a l1ill on thr, north si,lo of
Turner's Gnp, 110nr wherr, Garnett is placed on tho mnp.
(4) Ahont � o'clol'k, on the Union Ki<le, Cox's 11iYision

was reenforcec1 by the arrfri11g diYi,ions of \\'illrox.
Sturgis, and Tiodurnn; nnd Ilooker'R Porps of three divi
sions was moving north of the Nntionnl road hy wny of
l\Ionnt Tabor Clmrch (Hooker's headquarters) to flauk
tho Confederate ldt. Ahont. tho Rnrne time D. H. Hill's
brigades at Fox's Gap were reenforcPcl by Longstreet's
brigad<'s of G. T. Anderson, Drayton, Law, and Hood;
and north of Tnrn<'r's Gap thrPo of Rodes's fonr regi
ments were sent still farther to the kft. Tho defense was
afterward strength0n0il by tho poHting of Longstreet's
hrign,les of Garnett and Kemper, RUJlJlnrted by Jenkins,
on the hill first l1elc1 hy Rodes. Evans's brigade arrived
later, and was of asRistance to RoilPs when tlrn latter lrnd
heen thrown lmck hy l\Iende's flank movement. (5) Tho
last severe engagements began at both gaps after3 o'clock
and lasted until after dark. Colquitt nnd Gibbo11, in the,
eentcr. join<'d desperately in the battlP.-EDITORS.

scout had seen the captain, and the brigade was the first to open fire. The
fight was, of rom·se, brief, the regiment beating a hasty retreat. The brigade
lrnltecl at the edge of the woods, probably believing thnt there was a con
cealed foe sornewhert' in the depths of the forest. This Federal brigade
was, possibly, Benjamin C. Christ's of Willcox's division - tho same which
had made the successful flank movement in the previous fight.

*

*

This engagement is not mentioned by Cox, '\Villeox, or Christ. The Union brigade was more
probably that of Colonel JI. S. Fairchild, Rodman's division. Seep. 558.-EDITORS.
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About 3: 30 P. JH. the advance of Longstreet's co1mrnmd arrived and repoi'ted
to me - one brigade under Colonel G. T. Anderson and one nuder General
Drayton. They were attached to Ripley's left, and a forward movement was
ordered. In half an hom· or more I received a note from Ripley saying that
he was progressing finely; so he was, to the rear of the mountain on the west
side. Before he returned the fighting was over, and his brigade did not fire
a shot that day.* The Federal commander intrnstecl to General Burnside the
management of the fight, bnt nuder his own eyes; Burn icle ordornd a general
advance on both sides of the pike. The First Corps, nuder Hooker, was to
attack on the north side of the National road, while the Ninth Corps, under
Reno, was to move forward, as before, on tho south side. Hooker's corps
consisted of 3 divisions, 10 brigades, or 42 regiments, with 10 batteries of
artillery and a battalion of cavalry. Genernl l\Ieade, a di,Tision commander,
had under him the brigades of Seymour, J\Iagilton, and Gallagher, containing
13 regiments with 4 batteries attached. General Hatch, division com
mander, had nuder him the brigades of Doubleday, Phelps, Patrick, and
Gibbon-17 regiments and 4: batteries. General Ricketts, division com
mander, had nuclei· him the brigades of Duryea, Christian, and Hartsnff-1:2
regiments and 2 batteries. From the natnre of the ground, none of the artil
lery of Hooker's corps could he used, except that which went dfroetly up the
pike with Gibbon's brigade and one battery (Cooper's) on tho enemy's right.
The hom· for the general advanl'e is not specified in the reports. Some of
the Federal officers, as we have seen, speak of the general advance at 5 P. l\I.
General Sturgis says that be became engaged on the south side of the pike at
3: 30 P. l\L General l\Ieade, on the north side, says that he moved toward the
right at 2 P. l\r.,t while General Ricketts, ·who took part in the same movement,
says that he did not arrive at the foot of the mountain nntil 5 P. ir. If General
Meade was not mistaken as to the time of his starting, ho mnst have been long
delayed in the thick woods throngh which the first part of his march was made.
Here is probably the best place to explain the extraordinary caution of the
Federals, which seemed so mysterious tons on that 14th of September. An

*

In "The Century" magazine for December,
1886, page 30 , was printed a letter from William
L. De Rosset, Colonel of the 3d North Carolina
regiment, in which, after stating that General Hill
disclaims any intention of reflecting on Ripley's
brigade in this statement, the writer says:
"The facts are these: He [General Hill] cori·eetly
states Ripley's ruanreuvres at Boousboro' uutil we
reacllcd a position at the foot of the mountain,- on the
west side,-when General Ripley said to me tllat we
were entirely cut otr from the 1·est of the army, except
G. B. Anderson's brigade, which was on om· ri.!!"ht. and
that he assumed the comnrnnd of the two bri!("ades,
directing me to take commancl of the three regiments
(Colonel Doles, with bis 4th Georgia, lm,iug been cle·
ta.chcd and sent to a position on the north of the pike),
and that he would remain near me, directing me at the
same time to advance slowly up the mountain with a
strong line of sldrmishers in front. Upon r<'aching- the
summit, after toiling through the dense undergrowth of
lanre.l, Captain Thurston, in command of the Rk!nniRh
line, reported troops in bis front., a few minutes latrr
confirming his first impression that they were G. B.
VOL. II. 37

Anderson's brigade, presenting their tlnnk nnd advanc
ing toward hl:, lP-ft. Tllis was promptly reported
through my adjutant to General Ri1>ley, who directed
me to withdr,iw to my original po�itiou, which having
been aueomplishecl, I was directed to holtl my then
po�ition until further orders. After nightfall I moved
forward. changing front to the left, a short distance, to
the support of General Drayton, remaiuillg there 'with
out drawing trigg('J·' until we took up the liue of march
for Sharpsburg, ahont 10 to 12 at night. While, the1·e
fore, we accomplished uothing tangihle, we were in posi
tion to do any duty for which we might be called."
EDITORS .

;t 'rhis is the hour at which General l\Ieade says
he received the orrler to move to tbe front, from
the point where his diYision was halted beyond
l\Iicldletown, at Catoctin creek. llieade t urned off
to the right, followed the old Hagerstown road to
l\Iouut Tabor Church, and then formed line at the
foot of the mountain for the climb. Cooper's bat
tery opened fire at 3: 30. Hn.tch followed Meade,
and Ricketts moved last.-EDITORS.
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order of General Lee, made while at Frederick, directing Jaekson to capture
Harper's Ferry, and Longstreet and myself to go to Boonsboro', had fallen into
the hands of the Federals, and had been carried to General l\IcClellan. This
order (known at the South as the Lost Dispatch) was addressed to me, but I
proved twentr years ago that it could not lrnYe been lost through my neglect
or carelessness.; The Federal comrnander gained two facts from the order,
one of which was needless and the other misleading. He learned that Jack
son had gone to Harper's Ferry-a truth that he must have learned from his
own scouts and spies and the roar of artillery in his own ears: the cannon
a(1ing could be distinctly heard at Frederick, and it told that some one was
beleag·uering Harper's Ferry. The misleading report was that Longstreet
was at Boonsboro'. t The map of the battle-field of South l\louutain,
prepared in 187:2, ten years after the fight, by the United States Bm·eau of
Engineers, represents ton regiments and one battalion under Longstreet at the
foot of the mountain on the morning of the 14th of September, 18G:2. But
Longstreet ,ms then an ordinary day's march from that point. In fact, after
the removal of Colqnitt's brigade, about 7 A. l\l., there was not a Southern sol
dier at the foot of the mountain until 3 r. l\I., when Captain Park of the 13th
Alabama Regiment was sent there with forty men. Geueral McClellan in his
report says: "It is lJelieYed that the force opposed to us at Turner's Gap con
sisted of D. H. Hill'� corps (fifteen thousand) and a part if not the whole of
Longstreet's, and perhaps a portion of Jackson's,-probably thirty thousand
in all." (" Ofii<-•jnl Recortls," Volume XIX., Pt. I., p. 53.) The mistake of the
Federal commander in regard to General Longstreet was natural, since he
was misled Ly the Lost Dispatch. Ent jt seerns strange that the United
States Engineers should repeat the blunder, with the light of history thrown
for ten years upon all the inl'.idents of the bnttle. It was incomprehensible to
ns of the losing si<Ie that the men "·ho charged ns so bolcliy and repulsed our
attacks so successfully should let slip the fruits of Yictory and fall back as
though defeated. The prjsoners taken were from my division, but the victors
seemed to think that Longstreet's men lay hidden somewhere in the depths
of those mysterious forests. Thns it was that n thin line of men extencfo1g for
miles along tho crest of the mountain could afford protection for so many hours
to Lee's trains and artillery and could delay the Federal advance until Long
street's command clit1 come up, and, joining with mine, saved the hrn wings of
the army from being cnt in two. But for the mistnko about the position of our
forces, :McClellan could ha,ve captured Lee's trains and artillery and interposed
between Jaekson and Longstreet before noon on that 14th of September. The
losing of the dispatch was the sa,·ing of Lee's army.
J In a private letter to the e,litors, dated Feb.
::?-lth, 1 s::;:-:, Gelll'J'al Hill say:,;:,, I went into ;uary
land nnder Jackson's com1u:tntl. I "·as under his
eonm1an<l when Lee's order was issnecl. It was
proper that I should reeeh-o that order through
Jackson and not through Lee. I liave now before
IDP thP order received from Jackson. . . . 1Iy
ndjntant-ge11eral made affidavit, twenty years ago,
that 110 order was received at our office from Gen-

eral Lee. But an order from Lee's office, directed
to me, was lost aud fell into 1\IcClellan's hands.
Did the courier lose it? Did Lee's own staff
officers lose it f I do not know." See also pp.
603 an<l GG-l.-EDITORS.
;t" Special Orders No. 191," which was the
"lost order," sent Longstreet to Boonsboro'. It
was afterwa.rd modified by General Lee so as to
place Lougstreet at Hagerstown.- EDITORS.
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About 4 P. l\I. I saw what appeared to be two Federal brigades emerge
from the woods south of Colquitt's position and form in an open field nearly
at right angles to eaeh other - one brigade facing toward the pike, and the
other facing the general direction of the mountain. This inverted V-like
formation was similar to that of the 1st Mississippi Regiment at Buena Vista.
If it was mmle anywhere else dnring the Civil War, I never heard of it. The
V afforded a fine target from the pike, and I directed Captain Lane to open
on it with his battery. His firing was wild, not a shot hitting the mark. The
heavy batteries promptly replied, showing snch excellent practice that Lane's
guns were soon silenced. A small foree in the edge of the woods on the west
side of the old field opened fire npon the V. The Federals changed their
formation, and, advancing in line of battle, brushed away their assailants
and plunged into the woods, when heaYy firing began whieh lasted possibly
half an holU'.
I suppose that the Federal foree which I saw was the division of General
Sturgis,! and that he left behind Harland's brigade of Rodman's division to
guard his flank in his advance, sinee Harland reports that he had no casual
ties. General Stm·gis elaims that he swept everything before him. So do his
comrades who fought on his left. On the other hand, General Hood, who came
up a short time before this advance, with the brigades of Wofford and Law,
claims that he cheeked and drove back the Federals. G. T. Anderson reports
that only his skirmishers were engaged. The snrvi.ving officers under G. B.
Anderson (who was killed at Slrnrpsbnrg, and left no report) say that the
same thing was true of their brigade in the afternoon. Ripley's brigade was
not engaged at all. About dusk the 2d and 13th North Carolina Regiments
attacked Fairchild's brigade and the batteries protected hy it on the extreme
Federal left, and were repulsed disnstronsly. Generals Burnside and "'\Villcox
say that the fight was continued until 10 o'eloek at night. Hood was mis
taken, then, in thinking thnt he had driven back the Federal advance. The
opposing lines were close together at nightfall, and the firing between the
skirmishers was kept up till a late hour. Equnlly erroneous is the claim that
any Confederates were driven except Drayton's small brigade. ,Ve held the
crests of the mountain, on the National road and the old Sharpsburg road,
until Lee's order for withdrnwal was given. General Reno, the Federal corps
commander on om· right, was killed at 7 P. u., in '\Vise's field, where the fight
began at 9 o'clock in the morning. But on onr left a commanding hill was
lost before night. Batteries placed upon it next morning, aeting· in concert
with the heavy batteries placed on our right by General Pleasanton before -we
were aware of his presence, would have made any position untenable on the
pike or the crest of the mountain. I made that statement to General Lee
about 9 P. u., when he consulted with Longstreet and myself in regard to
renewing the fight the next morning. Longstreet eoneurred in this view,
remnrking that I knew the ground and the situation better than he did.
General Hooker detached Gibbon's brigade, consisting of three Wisconsin
! Probably Willcox's division, with

its right refused to avoid the enfilading fire from the batteries on
the mountain.- EDITORS.
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FOX'S GAP-THE APPROACH TO WISE'S FIELD.

This sketch and the one on the next page (from photographs made in 1885) may be regarded as parts of one picture.
Th<- old ShCJl'pshnrg or Braddock ro'1<1 lies between the stone-wall and the rail fence. The left distance
shows the l\lhldleto,vn valley and the Catoctin range, from which Reno approached.-EDITOHS.

regiments and one Indiana regiment, from Hatch's division, and directed it
to move directly up the pike with a section of artillery. Then the divisions
of l\leade and Hatch were formed on the north side of the pike, with the divis
ion of Ricketts in supporting distance in rear. A belt of woods had to be
passed through, and then it was open field all the way to the summit, and the
two detached peaks were in full view upon which the devoted little band of
Rodes was posted- the 1:2th Alabama Regiment on one, and the 3d, 5th, 6th,
and :26th Alabama regiments on the other. Under the illusion that there
were ten regiments and one battalion of Longstreet's command in those woods,
the progress through them was slow, but, when once clearnd, the advance was
steady and made almost with the precision of movement of a parnde day.
Captain Robert E. Park, of Macon, Georgia, who commanded the forty
skirmishers in the woods, thinks that he delayed the Federal advance for a
long time.�
It is not more improbable that a few active skirmishers north of the pike
should prove an obstacle to progress through the forest there, than that a
_ll Captain Park writes:
"Aftnr 1iassing through Boo1rnhoro', en 1·011/e to the
scene of aPtion, we met the dead hody of the gallant
G,•neral Garland, when an order from Gm1<>ral D. H.
Hill. through General R. E. Rodes, to Colonel B. B.
Gayle of the 12th Alabama, directed that RkirmisllerR
shonl<l be deployed in front. Colonel Gayle hurriedly or
dcrecl captainK of companies to send four men each to
the front to report ro Lim1tenant R. E. Park as sharp
shooters, arnl T promptly reported for orders; ,vas di
rected to earry my RfllUltl of forf,y men to the foot of
South l\Tonntain, 'arnl k<>cp the enemy back as long as
}l0SAible.' I hastil�, ,teployc<l the ]ll(',]], arnl WC moved
dO\vn the mountain-side. On our way down we could
see the enemy, in two lines of bnttle, in the valley helow,
advancing, preceded only a few steps hy their deuse line
of skirmishern. I eoncenle,l my men behind trccA, rocks,
and bushes, and cautioned them to aim well before
firing. We awnitecl with beating hearts the sure and

steady approach of the 'Pennsylvania Bncktails,' who
were tlircctly in my front, nnd soon near enough to firo
upon. I gave the commarnl, • Fire,' and forty guns were
nlmost simnltan<"onsly cmptiecl with deadly effect, an<l
the surviving skirmishers rushed bnck pell-mell to their
main line, ,lisonlering it greatly. The solid, well-drilled
line soon rallied, and advanced steadily forward, and
my Arnall party, as soon ns they were near enough, fired
again, au<l nearly every bullet di<l fatal work. .A.t 1,,ast
thirty men must have been killed or wounded at the
second firr-, arnl 11erhnps more at the first. Thongh
checked for some minutes, the enemy again advancc,l,
their officers carncAtly exhorting them with 'close np'
and 'forwanl.' I directed my men to fall back slmvly,
and to fire from everything which would screen fill'm
from observation. I had lost only four men wonmled
up to this time, hut six or eight more heeame demoral
ized and, despite my commands, entreaties, and threats,
left me and hastily fled to the rear. With the brave
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FOX'S GAP-WISE'S FIELD AS SEEN FRO)I THE P.\STURE XORTII OF Tim ROAD.
The stump in the miclclle of the fic!(l beyond the wnll is ncnr where Ueno fell. Part of the strng-glc was for the
woo<lecl crest ou tile left of the field. The house is Wise's, at tile erossing of the ridge mHl Ol<l S!Jarps
bnrg road,-. [See mat,, p. 568.] The Confe,lcratcs !Jere were po�te,1 hehind a stonc-wnll.
Tile well at Wise's house was tilletl wit!J tile Confc<le1'ate dea<l..-EDITORS.

division on the south side should hesitate to penetrate a forest from which
their foes had been completely driven. The success of the Federals on the
north side was clue to the fact that after getting through the belt of woods at
the foot of the mountain, they saw exactly what was before them. The lack
of complete success south of the pike was owing to the thick woods on that
side, which were supposed to be full of hidden enemies. In the battle of
South Mounta.in the imaginary foes of the Lost Dispatch were worth more
to ns than ten thousand men.
The advance of Hatch's division in three lines, a brigade in each, was as
grand and imposing as that of Meade's division. Hatch's general and field
officers were on horseback, his colors were all flying, and the alignment of his
men seemed to be perfectly prese1Tecl. General Hooker, looking at the steady
and precise movement from the foot of the mountain, describes it as a bean
tifnl sight. From the top of the mountain the sight was grand and sublime,
but the elements of the pretty and the 'pictm·esqne did not enter into it.
Doubtless the Hebrew poet whose idea of the awe-inspiring is expressed hy
squad whieh remained, we retreatetl slowly, firing as
rapidly ns we could load, and doing fatal work wit!J
every step. The advance was very Rlow aucl cauti011s.
It was abont 3 o'clock w!Jcn we hMl opened fire at tile
foot of the monntaiu, ancl now tile snu was rnpiclly set
ting. Corpornl l\Iyers, of MelJile, at my request. nirnecl
at and shot an exposecl officer, recciyiug himself a terri
ble wonucl n.s lie did so. I raisccl him tr>nderly, g-avc him
water, fl,nd reluctantly was al)out to ahandon him to his
fate, when a dozen mnskets were pointed :it me, and I
wns orclcrecl to snrreuder. There was a deep rn.,ine to our
left, an<l the 3d Alabama skirmishers hn,iug fallen !Jnck,
the Feuc1·als had got iu my rear, all(l at the same time
had closetl upon me in front. If I !Jacl not stop11ed wit!J
l\Iyers I might !Jave cscaJ)ed cn11ture, lmt I was morti
fied and !Jmuiliated by the necessit_y of )iel<ling myself
a prisoner. Certaiu clentlt was the only nlteruative.
Tile enemy pushed forward after my capture, and came

upon Colonel Gnyle antl the rear support. Colonel Gnylc
was ordered to snrrel](lcr, I.mt, drawing !Jis 11istol rirnl
Y
firing it in their faces, lie exclaimed: • \ e arc flauketl,
boys, but let's tlie iu our tracks,' arnl contiuuecl to 1frc
until !Jc wns liternlly riddled hy lmllets.
"I was :iceornpaniecl to tile rear hy t!Jree Fedcrnl sol
diers, and conlcl bnt notice, as I walkecl do"'"ll tile mo1111t
ain, tile great execution clone liy my little sqund as sllown
by tile cleacl aucl wonucle!l lying all along the route. L\ t
the foot of tile rno1mtai11 allllmlanccs were heiug lonclr> u.
From what I saw and gat!Jerecl from my captors, rny
little pnrtJ' committed fearful ha,-oc, aucl the Fccler::ils
imagined that scYcral clin�ions of Lee's arm:, confronted
t!Jem. . . , 1 W:18 carried before SOl!leJH'O!DilleUt Otli
cer (!Jaye !Jc:ud it was General IIatcil), who qnestionecl
me ab
. out my regiment, brigade, division, numher of
troops, r>tc. Tile information I gave could not hase
benefited !Ji1u rnuc!J."
D. H. H.
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the phrase, "terrible as an army with banuers," had his view of the enemy
from the top of a mountain.
There was not a single Confederate soldier to oppose the advance of Gen
eral Hatch. I got some guns from the reserve artillery of Colonel Cutts to fire at
the three lines; but owing to the little practice of tlie gunners and to the large
angles of depression, the cannonade was as harmless as blank-cartridge salutes
in honor of a militia general. ,Vhile these ineffective missiles were flying,
which the enemy did not honor by so much as a dodge, Longstreet came up in
person with three small brigades, and assumed direction of affairs. He sent the
brig·ade of Evans nuder Colonel Stevens to the aid of Rodes's men, sorely
pressed and well-nigh exhausted. The brigade of Pickett (under Garnett)
and that of Kemper were hurried forward to meet and check Hatch, advanc
ing, hitherto, "Without opposition.
General 1\Ieade had movecl the brig·ade of Seymour to the right to take
Rodes's position in reverse, while the brigades of 1\lagilton and Gallagher
went straight to the front. Meade was one of our most dreaded foes; he was
always in deadly earnest, and he eschewed all trifling. He had under him
brigade comnmnders, officers, and soldiers worthy of his leadership. In his
onward sweep the peak upon which the 1:2th Alabama was posted was passed,
the gallant Colonel Gayle was killed, and his regiment was routed and dis
persed. 'l1he four other regiments of Rodes made such heroic resistance that
1\Ieade, believing his division about to be flanked, sent for and obtained
Duryea's brigade of Ricketts's division. It was pitiable to see the gallant but
hopeless struggle of those Alabamians agaiust such mighty odds. Rodes
claimed to have fought for three h01us without support; but an over-estimate
of time under such circumstances is nsnal aud natural. He lost 61 killed,
1:57 wounded, and :20-! missing (captured), or more than one-third of his bri
gade. His supports [Evans's brigade] fought gallantly and saved him from
being entirely surrounded, but they got on the ground too late to effect any
thing else.
Evaus's brigade under Stevens had been wasted by two cam
paigns aud was small when it left Hagerstown that morning, and many had
fallen ont on the hot and dusty forced march. Of the four regiments in the
brigade, we find iu Volume XIX. of the "Official Records" only the report of
one, the 17th South Carolina regiment under Colonel l\fcl\Iaster. That says
that 141 meu entered the fight on Sonth Mountain, and of these 7 are reported
killed, 37 wouuded, and 17 missing (captured). Colonel l\Icl\Iaster writes to
me that his was the largest regiment in the brigade; so the brigade must have
been about 530 strong. General :l\Ieade says in his report that he lost 397
men, or ten per cent. of his division. As he received the support of Duryea
before or about the time that Rodes got the aid of Stevens, he fought Rodes
with the advantage all the while of three to one.
,Vhen Ripley came np, as before described, the pressure was all at Fox's
Gap. He was sent iu there and his brigade was uselessly employed by bim
in marching and counter-marching. Had it been sent to strengthen Rodes the
key of the position might not have been lost. But the vainest of all specula
tions and regrets are about "the might have been."
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Meade encamped that night on the commanding eminence which lie
had won.
The strength of the two brigades sent to check General Hatch did not
exceed eight hundred men, as I will show presently. They mnst have per
formed prodigies of valor, alld their praises can best be spoken in the words
of their enemies. General Patrick, commanding the leading Federal brigade,
tells of a race betweell his men and a strollg force of the enemy for the posses
sion of a fence. Patrick woll the race and deliYered his fire from the fence,
picking off the eannoneers at some of our gnns. General Hatch was wounded
at this fellce, and the command devolved on General Doubleday. The latter
speaks of lying down behind the fence and allowing the ellemy to charge up to
within fifteen paces, wherenpoll he opened a deadly fire. Colonel "'\Vaill wright,
who succeeded Doubleday in command of his brigade, was also wounded here,
and Colonel Hofmann assumed command of it. Colonel Hofmann tells ns
that the ammunitioll of the brigade was just giving out when Ricketts
relieved Doubleday. Several of the reports speak of the " superior force of
the enemy." General Ricketts says that '' he relieved Doubleday hard-pressed
alld nearly out of ammunition." Before Ricketts came in person with Hart
suff's brigade, he had sent Christian's brigade to the assistallce of Doubleday.
The brigades of Kemper and Pickett (the latter under Garnett) must have
fought valiantly, else such results could not have been achieved. General
Doubleday's report contains this curious story: "I learned from a wounded
prisoner that we were engaged with four to five thousand under the imme
diate command of General Pickett, with heavy masses in their vicinity. He
stated also that Longstreet ill vain tried to rally the mell, calling them his
pets and using every effort to incluee them to renew the attack." Of course,
the old rebel knew that Pickett was not there in person and that there were
no heavy masses in the vicinity. The astonishing thing is that General
Doubleday should believe that there were 4000 or 5000 men before him under
the immediate command of Pickett. But Doublecla,y's belief of the story is a
tribute to the efficiency of the 800 men who fought a division of 3500 men
(the number reported by Hatch after Gibbon had been detached), and fought
it so vigorously that two brigades were sent to its assistance.
Jenkins's brigade, under "\Valker, came up at dusk, too late to be in the
fight; but it went in on the right of Garnett alld took part in the irregular
firing which was kept up till a late hour. Colonel "'\V alker's report shows a
loss of 3 killed and 29 wounded, which proves that he was but slightly
engaged. The ti.reel men of both sides lay down at last to rest within a hun
dred yards of each other. But now Gibbon was putting in earnest work Oll
the pike. He had a choice brigade, strong in numbers and strong in the
pluck of his men, all from the North-west, where habitually goocl fighters are
reared. He had pushed forward cautiously in the afterlloon with the 7th
Wisconsin regiment, followed by the 6th on the north side of the pike and
the 19th Indiana, supported by the :2c1 "'\Visconsin, Oll the south side. The tell
imaginary regiments of the Lost Dispatch retarded his progress through the
woods; and at one time, believing that the 7th "'\Visconsin was about to be
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VIEW FROll TUI::\'ER'S G.\P, LOOIUXG SOUTH-E.\ST [SEE MAP, P. 5GB].

TlH· point of Yiew is a little• to t!H· left of the !If onut
ain II,ms<>, uow the borne of Mrs. Dablgrt!ll, wi,low of
Admiral Dahlgren. UotleR was til'st posted on the bill,
the slope of wbicb is seen on the left; Gibbon was

FRO)! A PHOTOGRAPH TAKES I:\' 188G.

fnrther tlowu the roa,l in tlw hollow. The white pateh
nu the lllOUlltain to the south (011 the right) is Wise's
fielcl at Fox's Gap, where Reno and Garland were
1.'illell.-EDITORS.

turned on its right flank, he sent the 6th to its assistance. There were only
a few skirmishers on his right, but the Lost Dispntch made him believe oth
enYise. Abont 9 P. 1\I. the stone-wnll was reached, aml several gallant efforts
were made in vain to earry it. \\Then each repulse was followed by the
"rebel '' )"ells, the yonng men on my staff would cry ont: "Hurrah for
Georgia! Georgia is having a free fight." The ,Vestern men had met in
the :23c1 and �8th Georgia regiments men as brave as themselves and far
more advantageously posted. Colonel Bragg, of the 6th ,Visconsin, says
in his report: "We sat clown iu the dark to wait another attack, but the
enemy was no more seen." At midnight Gorman's brigade of Sumner's corps
Telieved Gibbon's.
<1-enernl Gibbon reports officially 318 men killed nnd wounded-a loss sus
tained almost entirely, I think, at the stone-wall. The colonel of the 7th
,VisC'onsin reports a loss of 147 men in killed and wonncled out of 375 mus
kets carried into action. This shows that he had brave men and that he
encountered brave men. From his report we infer that Gibbon had fifteen

THE BATTLE OF SOUTH MOUNTA!N, OR BOONSBORO'.

577

hundl'ed men. Ou our side Colquitt had 1100 men, and lost less than 100,
owing to the admirable position in ·which he had been placed.
And now in reg:ird to the numbers engaged. Longstreet sent to my aid
brigades,-5
belonging to the didsion of D. R. Jones, consisting of the
8
brigades of Drayton, Pickett, Jenkins, G. T. Anderson, and Kemper; and 3
belongi.ng to an extemporized division of )[_ G. Evans, including the brigades
of Evans, Hood, and Law. On page 886, Part I., Volume XIX. of the" Official
Records," Jones says that after Toombs joined him from Hagerstown, his 6
brigades numbered at Sharpsburg 24:30 men; -i.e., an aYerage of 405 men to
each brigade. Now all Longstreet's officers and men know that the ranks
were fuller at Sharpsburg than at South Mountain, becanse there were more
stragglers in the forced march from Hagersto-wn to the battle-field of the
14th of September than there were casualties in the battle.\ The above
average would give 810 as the number of men in the two brigades which
confronted the division of Hatch aided hy two brigades from Ricketts. But it
is well known that the Virginia brigades were nnusnally small, because of the
heavy draughts upon them for ca-valry, artillery, and local service. Bet-ween
pages 89-1 and 902, Volume XIX., we have the strength at Sonth �lountain
of fom· of the fi,re regiments of Pickett's brigade gi_-,ren officially,-the
19th Regiment, 150 men; 18th Regiment, 120 men; 56th Regiment, 80 men;
8th Regi.ment, 3J men. The strength of the other regiment, the 28th, is not
given; but, assuming that it was 96, the average of the other four regi.ments,
we have 480 as the number of men in Pickett's brigat1o at South Mountain.
But the report of the colonel of the 56th shows that he was turned off with
bis 80 muskets, and did not go in with his brigade; so that Garnett had in
the battle bnt 400 of Pickett's men. From Kemper's brigade we have but
one report gi.ving the strength of a regi.ment, and that comes from Colonel
Corse of the 17th Virginia. He says that at Sharpslmrg he had G officers and
49 privates in his regiment. A calculation based upon this report ,vould show
that Kemper's brigade was smaller than Picketfs.
On page 907 we have the only report from Jenkins's brigade which gives
any intimation of its strength. There the 1st South Carolina regiment is
said to have 106 men at Sharpsburg. It is possible the five regiments of this
brigade numbered 530 in that battle. It is true that it was considerably
larger at Sharpshm·g than at South �lonntain, because the stragglers from
the Hagerstown march much more than made up for the small loss (32) in
the battle of the 14th. But with clue allowance for that gain, the brigade
must have been 450 strong at South }\fountain. It is evident, then, that
Kemper's brigade fell below 400 at South :l\Ionntain; other-wise, the brigade
average in Jones's division would have exceeded 406.
Longstreet thinks that be had four thonsaud men at South :Mountain. His
estimate is too high, according to the records as I find them. Accepting
'\ In his official report General Hill, after statiug his force on tho morning of the 1-!tb as '' less
than 5000 men," says: "1Iy ranks bad been
diminished by some additional straggling, and the
morning of the 17th [Antietam] I had but 3000

infantry." Adding to this number General Hill's
losses on Septeml)er 14th at Fox's and Turner's
Gaps, and we have 303.Jc as his strength in the
battle of South 1Iountain, without counting these
additional stragglers.-EDIT0RS.
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his numbers, I would
place 2200 at Fox's
Gap and 1800 north
of Turner's Gap. Col
quitt fought mainly
and Rodes entirely
with Hooker's corps.
Adding the :tWO men
of these two brigades
to Longstreet's 1800,
we have 4000 as the
number opposed to
Hooker.*
General McClellan
puts the strength of
the two nttackiug
corps at thirty thou
sand. His figm·es are
substantially corrob
orated by the reports
of his subordinates,
- division, brigade,
ancl regimental com
manders. They indi
cate, moreover, that
there had been great
straggling in theFeclnRmAmEn-G..::-.EnAL GEoncE n. ,\_1mEnso:,1, c. s. A., 1uLLED AT
AxnET,u1. FR0)1 A.:-. o.L PORTRAIT.
eral army, ns ·well as
in our own. On p. 97, General Ingalls, chief quartermaster, reports, October
1st, 186:2, means of transporation for 13,707 men in the First Corps ; for
. and for 127,818 men in the
12,SG0 men in the Ninth Corps
entire Army of the Potomac.) This was after the wastage of the two

*

Aeconling to the estimate of l\Ir. Thomas
,vhite, ehief clerk of the a(ljutaut-general's offiee
at Geuernl Lee's headqnarters, who had charge of
the field returns during the war, the effective
strength of the Confe<lerate forces at South l\Iouut
ain, or Boonsl ,oro', was: Longstreet. S000; D. H.
Hill, 7000,-total, 1 !'5,000. Aceor<ling to Colonel
"'· H. 'raylor, a<ljntant-general of the Army of
Northem Virginia, Hill had '' less than 5000 ''; G
lJrigades of Longstreet engaged mnnberecl-!900,
total, fl900 (with 2 of Longstreet's brigades not
engaged aml not inclrnled). In his offieial report,
General D. H. Hill sa,vs "the division m1mberecl
less than GOOO men on the morning of Septem
ber 1-!th"; of his G hriga,les, R.odes's is stated to
have numbered 1200, allCl Garland's "scarce 1000
men." The Uuion returns qnot0d show the whole
numlJer of office1·s an,l men of n.11 arms present for
clut.y without tlednction. If to the strength of the

J<'irst aml Ninth Corps on the 20th of September
we atld the previous losses, these numbers will
show as follows: First Corps, 15,750; Ninth
Corps, 13,fl72. Deduct one-fifth, 50-!-!, for 11011effectiveR,-t.otal available Union force, 23,77S.
Total :wailal1le Confedern,te force, according to
l\Ir. White, 1 Ci, 000 ; according to Colonel •raylor,
9900, plus the two reserve brigades of Longstreet,
whose strength he does not give.- EDITORS.
) 'l'he return of the Army of the Potomnc for
Septembe1· 30th shows a total present for dnty of
flS,77.J. otlieers aud men, including 571-! eavnJry
aml headquarters guard. General Ingalls's stnte
rnent, partly estimate,l as shown on its face (he
eounts cavalry 7000, it being actually 4G43), is
obviously in error in the figures, 30,02G, settlowu
for the Fifth Corps, which the return shows to
have had 1 7. 2f.S for duty, and 31,GSS present and
abseut.- EDT'l'ORS.
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battles (14th and 17th of September), reported on page 204 as amounting
to 15,203.
General Hooker was well pleased with the work of his corps. He says in
his report: ",Vhen the advantages of the enemy's position are considered,
and his preponderating numbers, the forcing of the passage of Sonth
:Mountain ,v-ill be classed among the most brilliant and satisfactory achieve
ments of this army, and its principal glory will be awarded to the First
Corps." Undonbteclly that corps bafl gained important positions, bnt it is
clifficnlt to see bow 4000 men conlcl preponderate in nnmbers over 13,707.
Hooker's division and brigade commanclern, who had been well up under
musketry fire, do not speak in such glowing terms of the Yictory. The r<>ports
of the stubborn fighters in the Federal army on both sides of the pike are
models of modest propriety. This is especially so with those who bore the
heat and bnrden of the clay,- :;ueade, Hatch, Cox, ,Villcox, Scammon, Crook,
Gibbon, E,,7-ng, Gallagher, l\fagilton, Phelps, ,Vhite, Jackson, Callis, Bragg,
and others.
In regard to the casualties of the opposing forces, the losses in killed and
wounded were greater on the Federal side than on the Confederate, because
the one thin line of the latter fired at the dense masses of the former, some
times in two lines, and sometimes in three. Bnt from their weakness the
Confederates took no prisoners, while they lost oyer four hundred ,v-itbin
the enveloping ranks of their enemies. The revised statement of Federal
losses in Volume XIX. gives the casnalties in the First Corps as 9:23; of the
Ninth Corps as 889,-total 181�, infantry and artillery; and to this nnmber
is added one cavalryman, hO'IY killed is not explained.
I lost two brigadiers and a large nnmber of regimental commarnlers within
three days, so that my division reports are very meager. Of the fl.ye
brigades, there is a statistical report from that of Rodes alone. By means of
a very extensive correspondence I have ascertained the casualties as nearly
as they can be reach(;ld at this late clay:
Killed and
Rodes ....................... .............................

Colquitt .......... _.... ........ ..........................
Garland......... ..........................................
Anderson................... .. ...........................
Ripley ........... ................ : ...................... - ·

Trowul eel.

.Jiissing.

218
9:2
100
8-±
0

20-±
7
200
29
0

-±D-±

4-±0

Longstreet's loss mnst have been less than mine, as he had bnt four small
brigades seriously engaged. Walker reports only thirty-two casualties in
Jenkins's brigade; G. T. Anderson had none. Hood speaks lightly of the
fight of the two brigades under him. The exact losses can, however, never
be known.
In the foregoing table reference is had to prisoners taken in battle. Some
of om· wearied men slipped off in the woods to sleep, and were not aroused
when the orders came to fall back. Colonel Parker of the 30th North Carolina
regiment, a brave and efficient officer, writes to me that he could hardly
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keep his meu awake even wheu the deadly missiles were flyiug mnoug them.
This is iu confirmatiou of what Geueral Hood, iu charge of the rear-guard,
told rne wheu I passed him after daylight ou the 15th. He said that he fonud
it difficult to arouse and push on the tiTed men, who had fallen out by the
wayside to get a few miuntes' sleep.
If the battle of South l\Iouutain was fought to prevent the advance of Mc
Clellau, it was a failure on the part of the Coufederates. If it was fought to
save Lee's trains aud artillery, and to reunite his scattered forces, it was a
Confederate success. The former Yiew was taken by the President of the
United States, for he telegraphed to General l\IcClellan on the 15th of Septem
ber: "Goel bless yon aud all with yon. Destroy the rebel army, if possible."
But, from whatever standpoint it may be looked at, the battle of South
}\fountain must be of interest to the military reader as shmnng the effect of
a hallucination in enabling 9000 men to hold
30,000 at bay for so mauy hours, in robbing
victory of its fruits, and in inspiring the victors
with snch caution that a simple ruse tm·ned
them back in their triumphal l·nreer.
E"very battle-field of the Civil \Var beheld the
deacUy conflict of former friends with each other.
South l\Ionntain may be taken as a specimen of
this mmatnrnl and horrible state of things. The
last time I ever saw Generals l\foClellan and
Reno was in 18-1:8, at the table of General G. W.
Smith, in the city of l\fexico. Generals l\Ieade
and Scammon had both been instructors while
I was at \Vest Point. Colonel JUagilton, com�,AJOR-GE'-ERAL u. E. uoriEs. c. s. A.
manding a brigade in l\Ieacle's division, had been
Fl!O}l A PHOTOGlt,\l'll,
a lieutenant in my company in the l\Iexican war.
General ,John Gibbon (whose brigade pressed up the pike on the 1-1:th of Sep
tember) and his brother Lardner had been "best men" at my weddiug.
They were from North Carolina; one brother took the Northeru side, while
tho other took the Southern.
rrlrnre is another view of the picture, however. If we had to be beaten it
was better to be beaten by former friends. Every true soldier loves to have
"a foeman worth�' of his steel." Every true man likes to attribute high
qualities to those who were once friends, though now alienated for a time.
The tempornry estrangement cannot obliterate the recollection of noble
traits of character. Some one attempted to condole with Tom Yearwood, a
famous old Sonth Carolina bully, upon the beating given him by his own son.
" Hush np," said old Tom. "I am glad that no one but my own flesh and
l>lood had a hand in my drubbing."
The sons of the South struck her many heavy blows. Farragut, of Tenn
essee, rose, as a reward of merit, to the highest rank in the Federal navy. A
large number of his associates were from the South. In the Federal army
there were of Southern blood nnc1 lineage Generals Thomas, Sykes, Reno,

THE BATTLE OF SOUTH MOUNTAIN, OR BOONSBORO'.

581

Newton, J. J. Reynolds, Canby, Ord, Brannan, William Nelson, Crittenden,
Blair, R. W. Johnson, T. J. ,Vood, N. B. Buford, Terrill, Graham, Davidson,
Cooke, Alexander, Getty, French, Fremont, Pope, Hunter. Some of these
doubtless served the South better by the side they took; most of them were
fine, and some superb, officers.
Moreover, the South had three hundred thousand of her sons in the
Federal army in subordinate capacities. t Her armies sm-renclered when a
Southern-born President and a Southern-born Vice-President were at the
head of the United States Government. That the wounds of defeat and lrnrnil
iation have been so soon healed has been owing largely to this balm to morti
fied pride. The sting of shame to Frenchmen is that their magnificent capital
was captm·ed by, and their splendid armies were surrendered to, soldiers of an
alien race and religion. On the other hand, the civil wars in England have
left no bitter memories behind them. Compare this forgetfulness of civil
strife in England with the bitterness which Ireland still feels over her sub
jugation; compare it with the fact that the Roman occupation of England
for five hundred years made no impression upon the language of the natives,
so little intercourse was there between them and their conquernrs; compare
it with the fact that for four hundred years after the Norman conquest there
was no fusion between the Norman and Saxon tongues. In truth, all history
teaches that the humiliation of defeat by a foreign foe is felt for ages, while
that of defeat by the same race is temporary and soon forgotten. The late
Civil War was relieved of very much of its sectional character by the presence
of so many Southerners in the Union armies. Therefore, it will be in the
United States as in all the nnsectional civil wars of the world's history in
which race and religion were not involved,-the waves of oblivion will roll
over the bitter recollections of the strife. But we trust that fragrant forever
will be the memory of deeds of heroism, patience, fortitude, self-denial, and
constancy to principle, whether those deeds were performed by the wearers
of the blue or of the gray.
,tAccording to a printed statement dated at the
"Adjutant-General's Office, Washington, November 9th, 1880," the slave-holding States fnrnished troops to the Union army as follows: Delaware, 12,284; l\Iaryland, 46,638; "\Vest Virginia,
32,0G8; District of Columbia, lG,534; l\Iissouri, 109,111 ; Kentucky, 75,760; Tennessee,
31,092; Arkansas, 8289; North Carolina, 3156;

Alabama, 2576; Florida, 1290; Louisiana, 5224;
Mississippi, 545; Texas, 1965,-total, 346,532.
This sum includes colored troops, but their num
her is not stated. The territory in actual rebellion
also furnished 99,337 colored soldiers, recrnited
at various stations and not accredited to States.
The so-called Northern, or free, States furnished to
the Union army 2,419,159 men.-EDIT0RS.
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FROM A SKETCH MADE THE DAY AFTER TH� BATTLE,

FORCING FOX'S GAP AND TURNER'S GAP.
BY JACOB D. COX, l\IAJOR-GENEI:AL, U. :'-. \'.

O

N the 5th of September, 1862, the Kanawha DiYision was ordered by
l\IcClellan to report to General Bnrnside, commanding the Right ,Ving
of the Army of the Potomac.) ,Ve left Upton's Hill early on the morning of the
6th, crossed the river, and marched through ,Vashington to Leesboro, l\Iaryland,
where the First Corps t (Hooker's) and the Ninth Corps! (Burnside's, under
Reno), constituting the right wing, were assembling. Onr formal assignment
to the Ninth Corps was made a day or two later. On the 8th, the division
was ordered to take the advance and marched to Brookville; on the 9th to
Goshen; on the 11th to RidgeYille, and on the 12th, shortly after noon, to
Frederick City, being the first to enter that place, and driving ont the Con
federate rear-guard of cavalry under General ,Vadc Hampton. The insig
nificant skirmish which occurred there had a considerable influence upon the
battle of the 14th, in an indirect way. The enemy's cavalry had been driven
from the banks of the l\Ionocacy River and retired into the town. The division,
consisting of two brigades (l\Ioor's and Scammon's), had crossed at the stone
bridge on the National road, and 1\Iooe's, deployed 011 both sides of the hu·n
pike, advanced npon the city. Colonel l\Ioor himself, with a troop of cavalry
and a single cannon, was in the road. An impertinent criticism upon the
speed of his movement, volunteered by a young staff-officer from corps headJ For an account of the transfe1· of the Kanawha
Division from ·west Virginia to the Potomac, see
p. 281. The division was not engaged in the second
battle of Bull Run; but two regiments of Scam
mon's brigade were under fire at Bull Run Bridge,
near Union l\Iills, August 27tb.-EDIT0RS,
;_t Confusion in the numbers of the First and
Twelfth Corps is found in the records and corre
spondence. In the Army of Virginia, Sigel's corps
(Eleventh) had been designated as First, Banks's
(Twelfth) had been Second, and l\IcDowell's
(First) had been Third. In the l\Iaryland cam-

paign Hooker was assigned to l\IcDowell's, which
was sometimes called First and sometimes Third.
J\Iansfield was assigned to Banks's. The proper
designations after the consolidation of the armies
were First and Twelfth. Reno bad been assigned
to the First, but l\IcClellan got authority to change
it, and gaye that corps to Hooker, sending Reno
back to the Ninth ("Official Records," XIX., Pt.
II., pp. 197, 198, 279, 349).-J. D. C .
... The Ninth Corps, created July 22d, 18G2, was
composed of the command that Burnside brought
from North Carolina.-EDITORS.
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quarters, stung l\Ioor into dashing ahead at a gallop, with his escort and staff,
and the gun. Just at the outskirts of the town the road turns to the left
among the houses, nnd cannot be seen. While we were wondering at the
charge by the brigade comrnanc1or and his escort, he came to the tnrn of the
road: there was a qnic-k, sharp rattling of carbines, and Hampton's Legion was
atop of the little party. There was one discharge of the cannon, and some of
the brigade staff and the escort came back in disorder. I ordered np quickly
the 11th Ohio, of Scamrnon's brigade, which was in column in the road, and
the:v clashe<-1 iuto the town at a charge with fixed bayonets. The enemy's
cavalry had not waited for them, but had retreated ont of the place by the
Hagerstown road. l\Ioor had been ridden clown, unhorsed, and captured. The
artillerymen had unlimbered their gnn, pointed it, and the gunner stood with
the lanyard in his hand, when he was struck by a rushing horse ; the gnu was
fired by the concussion, bnt at the same moment it was capsized into the diteh
by the impact of the cavalry column. The enemy had no time to right the
gun or carry it off, nor to stop for prisoners. They forced l\Ioor on another
horse and turned tail as the charging lines of infantry came up on right and
left, together with the column in the road, for there had not been a moment's
pause in the advance. Those who have a fancy for learning how l\Inn
chansen could have told this story are referred to the narratiYe of l\Iajor
Heros Von Borcke, of J. E. B. Stuart's staff. l\Ioor's capture, however, had
consequences, as we shall see. His brigade passed to the command of
Colonel George Crook, of the 36th Ohio.
Frederick was a loyal eity, and as Hampton's cavalry went ont at one end
of the street and onr infantry came in at the other, while the carbine smoke
and the smell of powder still lingered, the closed window-shutters of the
houses flew open, the sashes went up, the windows were filled with ladies
waving their handkerchiefs and the national flag, and the men came to the
column with fruits and refreshments for the marching soldiers.
We encamped just beyond the town. Pleasonton's cavalry, which had
advanced b:v a different road (the one leading through Urbana), was sent
forward next moming (September 13th) to reconnoiter the passes of Catoctin
1\Ionntain, and Rodman's division of our corps went as his snpport. Through
some misunderstanding, Rodman did not advance on the Hagerstown road
beyond Catoctin l\Iountain, but moved toward Franklin's line of march npon
Crampton's Gap (sonthward). About noon of the 13th, I was ordered to
march with my division to l\Iiddletown, on the National road leading to
Hagerstown. l\IcOlellan himself met me as my column moved out of town,
and told me of the misunderstanding in Rodman's orders, adding, that if I
met him on the march I should take his division also along with me. I did
not meet him, but his division returned to Frederick that night. The other
two divisions of onr corps crossed the Catoctin in the evening, and camped
near the western base of the mountain. l\Iy own camp for the night was
pitched on the western side of the village of ::Middletown.
The Catoctin or l\Iidc1letown valley is beautifnlly included between Catoctin
l\Ionntain and Sonth l\fonntain, two ranges of the Blne Ridge, running north-
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east and south-west. The valley is 6 or f�\���,��-: -1..��,;§r8 miles wide, and the National road, as K
it goes north-westward, crosses South
l\Ionntain at a depression called 'rnr
ner's Gap. The old Sharpsburg road
leaves the t1U'npike a little west of Mid
dletowu, turns to the left, and crosses
the mountain at Fox's Gap, abont a
mile from Tm·ner's. The mountain
crests are about 1300 feet above the
Catoctin va1ley, and the " gaps " are
from :WO to 300 feet lower than the
summits near them.* These summits
are like scattered and somewhat ineg
ular hiils npon the high rounded sur
face of the mountain-top. They are
wooded, but along the south-easterly
slopes, quite near the top of the molm
tain, are small farms with meadows
and cultivated fields.
l\lAJOR·GE:SERAL JESSE L, RENO, KILLED AT
In the evening of the 13th I was or
FOX'S GAP. FJ:0)1 A PHOTOGRAPH.
dered to support General Pleasonton in
his cavalry reconnoissance to be made toward Turner's Gap in the morning.
He had already been reenforccd by Beujarnin's and Gibson's bntteries from
the corps. The notion that Pleaso11to11 ,,as authorized to put the infantry in
position for an expected battle is ,,·ho1ly a mistake. No battle was expected
at 'rurner's Gap. Lee's order, of which a copy had fallen into l\IcClellan's
hands, directed the concentration of the forces under Longstreet and D.
H. Hill at Boonsboro', where they were to be joined by those nuder Jackson
as soon as Harper's Ferry should be taken. 1\IcClellan's orders and corre
spondence show that he expected a battle at Boonsboro', but not at South
l\Iountain or east of it. Plcasonton had found a rear-guard at Tm·ner's
Gap, but the support of a single brigade of infantry was assumed to be
enough to enable his cavalry to clear the way. Pleasonton asked for
one brigade of infantry to report to him for the purpose stated, and
I detailed the brigade under command of Colonel E. P. Scammon. At
G o'clock in the morning of Sunday, September 1-!th, he marched out of
camp at l\Iidclietown. His brigade consisted of the 12th, 23d, and 30th
Ohio regiments; that of Crook, which was left in camp, was made up of
the 11th, �8th, and 3Gth Ohio, and each brigade was nearly fifteen hundred
strong. Two batteries of artillery and a squadron of cavalry also belonged
to the di vision.
I was myself on the road when Scammon marched out, and was riding for
ward with him to learn how Pleasonton intended to use the troops, when, just
as we crossed Catoctin Creek, I was surprised to see Colonel l\Ioor standing
-�����,��'-;�%-._.�
...
,

t These elevations are from the official map made by the U. S. Engineers.-J. D. C.
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at the roadside. \Vith astonishment, I rode to him and asked how· he came
there. He sai,l he had beeu taken as prisoner beyond the mountain, hut had
been paroled the evening before, and was now finding hi.s way back to us on
foot. " Bnt where are you going f " said he. I answered that Scammon's
brigade was going to support Pleasonton in a reconnoissance into the gap.
l\loor made an involuutary start, saying·, "1\Iy Goel! be careful" ; then, check
ing himself, sai.tl, "But I am paroled ! " aud tm·necl away.
I galloped to Scammon and told him that I should follow him in close sup
port ',vith Crook's brigade, and as I went back along the column I spoke to
each regimental commander, warning them to be prepared for anything, big or
little,- it might be a skirmish, it might be a battle. Hurrying back to the
camp, I ordered Crook to tm·n out his brigade prepared to march at once. I
theu wrote a dispatch to General Reno, saying· l suspected we should find the
enemy in force on the mom1tain-top, and should go forward with both bri
gades instead of sending one. Starting a courier with this, I rode forward to
find Pleasonton, who was about a mile iu frout of my camp, where the old
Sharpsburg road leaves the turnpike. I found that he was convinced that the
enemy's position in the g·ap was too strong to be carried by a direct attack,
and that he had determined to let his horsemen demonstrate on the main road,
supporting the batteries, one of which at least (Benjamin's) was of 20-pounder
Parrott guns, while Scammon should march by the Sharpsburg road and
try to reach the flank of the force on the summit. Telling him of my
suspicion as to the euemy, I also informed him that I had determined to
support Scammon with Crook, and if it became necessary to fight with the
whole division I should do so, in which case I should assume the responsibility
myself as his senior officer. To this he corclially assented.
One of my batteries contained a section of 20-pounder Panotts, and as these
were too heavy to take up the rough mountain road, I ordered them to go into
action beside Benjamin's battery, near the turnpike, and to remain with it
till further orders. Om· artillery at this time wns occupying a knoll about
half a mile in front of the forks of the road, and was exchauging shots
with a battery of the enemy well up toward the gap. It was about half
past 7 o'clock wheu Crook's column filed off ou the old Sharpsburg road, Scam
mon having perhaps half an hour's start. ,ve had fully two miles to go before
we should reach the place where our attack was made, and, as it was a pretty
steep road, the men marched slowly with frequent rests. On our way up we
were overtaken by my conrier who had returned from Reno with approval
of my action, and the assm·ance that the rest of the Ninth Corps would come
forward to my support. [See map, p. 568.]
At about half a mile from the summit, at Fox's Gap, the enemy had opened
upon Scammon "ri.th case shot from the edge of the timber above the open
fields, and the latter had judiciously tm·ned off upon a country road leading
still farther to the left and nearly parallel to the ridge above. Here I over
took him, his brigade being formed in line, under cover of the timber, facing
open pasture fields, having a stone-wall along the upper side, with the forest
again beyond this. Crook was brought up close in his rear. The ascent and
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the formation of the division had occupied more than an hour, and it was
now about 9 o'clock. Bayonets were fixed, and at the word the liues charged
forward with loud hnrrahs. The enemy opened with musketry and shrapnel;
our men fell fast, but they kept up their pace, and in a few moments
they were on and over the wall, the ceuter of Garland's :N"orth Carolina brigade
breaking before them. They hung on n, little longer at right and left, and for
some time it was a fierce melee, hand to hand, but the Ohio boys were the
victors. We found that there was a conutry road behind the wall on top
of the ridge, and the cover of the forest had enabled the enemy's guns to
get away toward onr right. The 11th Ohio was sent from Crook's brigade
beyond Scammon's left, where part of the enemy's force held a hill and snmmit
higher than the ridge at the stone-wall. This seems to have beeu held by
Rosser's cavalry with a battery. The 36th Ohio was, in similar manner, sent
beyond Scammon's right. The whole line again sprung forward. The high
knoll on the left was canied, the enemy's center was completely broken and
driven clown the mountain, while on the right our men pushed the routed
Carolinians beyond the Sharpsburg road, through Wise's fields, and up the
slope of the crest toward the :Mountain House at Turner's Gap. The regiment
on the enemy's extreme right had been cut off from the others and retreated
south-westwarcliy clown the mountain toward Rohrersville. Those on their
left had made such resistance as they could till they were supported by Ander
son's brigade, which hurried to their assistance. The cavalry also took refuge
on a wooded hill west of the Mountain Honse. Although Garland's line had
been broken in the first charge, the rallying and fighting had been stubborn
for more than an honr. Our position was now diagonally across the mountain
top, the shape of the ridges making our formation a hollow c:J.rve with our
right too much in the air, where it was exposed to a severe artillery fire, not
only from the batteries near the }\fountain Honse but from one on a high hill
11orth of the tm·npike. The batteries ·with Pleasonton did their best to assist
us, and were admirably served. We had several hundred prisoners in our
ha11ds, and learned from them that D. H. HiH's division, consisting of five bri
gades, was opposed to us, and that Longstreet was said to be in near support.
Om· own losses had 11ot been trifling, and it seemed wise to contract om· lines
a little, so that we might have some reserve and hold the crest we had won
till the rest of the Ninth Corps should arrive. Olli' left and ce11ter were strongly
posted, but the right was partly across Fox's Gap, at the edge of the woods
beyond Wise's house, around which there had been a fierce struggle. The
30th and 36th were therefore brought back to the crest on the hither side of the
gap, where we still commanded the Sharpsburg road, and making the 30th
our right flank, the 36th and the 28th were put in second line. J\fy right thus
occupied the woods looking northward into Wise's fields. About noon the
combat was reduced to one of artillery, and the e11emy's guns had so com
pletely the range of the sloping fields behind us that their canister shot cut
long furrows in the sod, with a noise like the cutting of a melon rind.
Willcox's division reported to me at about 2 o' clock, and would have been
up considerably earlier but for a mistake iu the delivery of a message to him,
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in consequence of which he moved first toward the bill on the north of the
turnpike (afterward carried by Hooker's corps), until he was recalled and
given the right direction by Reno, who had arriYed at Pleasonton's head
quarters. As he went into position on my right, the artillery fire from the
crest beyond the turnpike annoyed him, and to a-void being enfiladed by it,
he formed ,nth his right thrown back nearly at right angles to the front
and facing toward the turnpike. ,Ve were not long left idle. Longstreet's
diYisions had been arriYing on the field faster than ours, and made a most
determined effort to push ns back from the ridge
____
- ----:-,
we held. I sent two regiments of Willcox's to
'_ ·extend my left, which was in danger of being
,- , '. rf. ·-.
turned. Their strongest attack
/ii,
fell npon the angle of Will-�:-( )§�'
. '.,. '. � ,:·.
. , - cox's command, and for a little
1 while there was some �onfnsi�n
· 'J, ��{... _ t�
- ;i
�r;t;!t�.t- -�':/ there, due to the rakmg arhl
�: .�>,�-.-,�{�
- tf. lery fire which came from the
T� ��t,.,·
�
. ,, �5 ,.
-�"." right; but Willcox soon re)
..
�:
_. -')"�- ··,;-:
"'·.�::L
·
.
::I formecI h'1s 1·mes, and after a
· 01;
very bloody contest, pushed
TUE WA�Ill:O.GTOX �lOXl'·
across the Sharpsbm·g road,
���
MEXT OX 80!1TII
�10uxTA1:s.
through Wise's fields, and inr.r:::-.,,...
Fno�, PI1oToGRAP11�-=...;;;.;....;;�.....;_.,;.�e....:...-'---.:.:.=
to the wooded slope beyond.
This monnment, to the JllClllOI'�- of George WaHhingtOll, wr.s
'--' the front of the I-Canafir.�t erPcted hy the citizens of Boonsboro' and ,ieinity in 1827. Alon2:
It starnlR on the Rllllllllit, n, mile and n, half north of Turner's wh a, Division the line was
Gap (see map, p. 5G8]. Origiually it was twenty feet high. Iu it�
tmnhle-llown eondition, as seen on the right of the pir.tnre. it steadily maintained and the en
fler'l"'CU as one of the Union signal stations during the bat ti<> of
.Antietam. In 188'.! the 111onu111ent was relmilt, as seeu 011 ti.le left erny was repulsed with severe
,
of the picture, br the o,td Fellows of Boonsboro'. The 11reBe11t
1 OSS. At near]Y 4 O C1OCk-,
height of the to1rnr, iududiug the obsen-atoQ·, is forty feet.
EDiTons.
Stnrgis's division arriYed and
relieved the left wing of Willcox's division, the latter taking ground a little
more to the right and rear. Rodman was the last to arriYe, and as part of
Longstreet's corps again threatened to pass beyond my left flank, I sent
Fairchild's brigade to extend the line in that direction, the rest of that
division going to the support of Sturgis and ,Villcox. During all this time
there was sharp fighting all along the front, the struggle being on the part
of the Confederates to drive back our center and left, where we held the
highest snmmits of the mountain, and on our part to push forward our
right so as to gain the one elevation they still held on om· side of the
National road, at the }\fountain House. On the other side of the turnpike
Hooker had by this time deployed, and his corps was fighting its way up
the mountain side there.
l\IcClellan, Burnside, and Reno had come, soon after ,Villcox's division, to
the knoll in the valley which had been Pleasonton's position, and from that
point, a central one in the midst of curving hills, had issued their orders.
'l'he Ninth Corps troops, as they came up the mountain, had reported to me
for position, as I was senior on the line. Soon after the arrival of Rodman's
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division, the order came to advance the whole line, so as to complete the
dislodgment of the enemy from the remaining summit at the l\lountain
House. At the center and left the advance was not difficult, for we held the
ridge and pnshecl our opponents clown the mountain. Bnt the right had still
to climb, and the ground there was rough and rocky, a fortress in itself and
stoutly held. Good progress was made by both Sturgis and ,\Tillco:s:, bnt
the fastness at the J\Ionntain Honse had not been canied when darkness fell
upon the field. A little before sunset, Reno came up in person, an:s:ions to
know why the right could not get forward quite to the surnrnit. After a few
moments' conversation with me he passed on to Sturgis; it seemed to me
he was harcliy gone before be was hronght back upon a stretcher, dead. He
had gone to the skirmish line to e:s:amine for himself the situation there,
and had been shot down br the enemy posted among the rocks and trees.
There was more or less firing in that part of the field till late in the eYeuing,
but when morning dawned, the Confederates had abandoned the last foothold
above Turner's Gap.
On the north of the National road the First Corps m1der Hooker had been
oppo. eel by one of Hill's brigades and fonr of Longstreet's, and had gradually
worked its way along the old HagerstO\nl road, crossing the heights in that
direction after dark in the evening. Gibbon's hrignclo had aclvarn.'.ecl along
the National road, crowding up qnite close to 'fnrner's Gap, and engaging the
enemy under Colquitt in a lively cornbat. It has been rny pnrpose, however,
to limit any detailed account to what occurred nnder my own eye.
The pecnliar character of the battle had been that it grew out of ,vhat was
intended for a mere reconnoissance. The Kana,,;ha DiYision had carried the
crest at Fox's Gap early in the forenoon, while the rest of the army ··was miles
a'.lay. General Hill has since argued that only part of his division could oppose
us; but his brigades were all on the mouutain summit within easy support
of each other, and they hnd the day before them. It was fiye honrs from the
time of our first charge to the arriYal of our first supports, and it was not till
3 o'clock in the afternoon that Hooker's corps reached the eastern base of the
mountain and began its deployment north of the National road. Onr effort
was to attack the weak end of the Confederate line, and we sncceedecl in
putting a stronger force there than that '.lhich opposed us. It is for om·
opponent to explain ho"? we were permitted to do it. The two brigades of the
Kanawha Division numbered less than three thonsand men. Hill's chvi.sion
was five thonsa,nd strong, even by the Confederate method of counting their
effectives, which should be increased nearly one-fifth to compare properly
with om· reports. In addition to these, Stuart had the principal part of the
Confederate cavalry on this line, and they were not idle spectators. Part of
Lee's and Hampton's brigades were certainly there, and probably the whole
of Lee's. With less than half the numerical strength ·which was opposed to
it, therefore, the Kanawha Division had carried the summit, advancing to
the charge for the most part over open ground in a storm of musketry and
artillery fire, and had held the crests they bad gained through the livelong
day, in spite of all efforts to retake them. The Ninth and the First Corps
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were deployed about 4 o'clock in the afternoon, and from that time till
dark the proportions of the combat were enlarged to a battle which raged
along two miles of mountain summits. The casualties in the Ninth Corps
had been 889, of which 356 were in the Kanawha Division, which also cap
tured some GOO of the enemy and sent them to the rear under guard. Reno
on the National side and Garland on the Confederate were the officers of
highest rank who were killed; but the wonnded included a long list of dis
tinguished men, among whom was Li&utenant-Colonel Rutherford B. Hayes
{afterward President), who fell severely wounded in the early morning strug
gle 011 our left, where, also, Garland died, vainly trying to stay the rout of bis
brigade as our men covered the mountain-top. t
On JHonday morning 01u first duty was to bury the dead and to see that
the wounded in our field-hospitals were sent back to l\Iidclletown where
the general hospital had been established. During the forenoon we received
orders to march toward Sharpsburg, but the road was already occupied by
other troops, and when the head of my division reached it, at the place where
the fight in front of ,Villcox's division bad been most severe, we were halted
for two or three hours till the corps which had the right of way should pass.
Then we turned our faces toward the Antietam.

+

General Hooker, eommancler of the First Corps,
in bis report, thus llescribes the action on the
right of the Union Army, for the control of Tur
nPr's Gap:
" ln front of ns was South :!\Iountain, tho crest of the
spinal ridge of which was hclll hy the enemy in eonsill
erable force. lts slopel:l are prrcipitons, ruggrd, and
wooded, am! oillicult of access to an infantry force eYcn
Jnea<le moved for
in alJscnce of a foe in front.
war,l with great vigor and soon lJecmne engaged, driv
ing everything before him. En,ry step of his rulvance
was resistc<l stn!Jhornly hy a numerous enemy, and, be
sides, be hml great natural olJstarleis to overcome which
impelled his mlvance, Jmt did nut cbecl, it. . . . At
this moment wonl w,1s received that the enemy were
attempting to turn ::IIcaile's rig-ht, when Dnryea's bri
gade, of Ril'ketts's division, was clispatcbed to thwart it,
and reached there in good time to render snbstantial aid
in this, and also in assisting I heir comrades in crowning
the Rnmmit with onr arms. This was taken possession
of in tine style between snndown and dark, and from that
moment the hattlo was won.
Meantime Hatch
ha<l pressed into the forest on the left, and, aft.er driv
ing in their a!lvancc<l piekefa, encountered a heavy fire
from the enemy niassP<l in his front. The struggle he
came violent and protracted, his troops clisplaying the
finest courage and 1lctermination. . . . Hatch being
011tn111nber0d, sorely pmRRCd, and almost out of am
munition, Christian's IJriga,le, of Ricketts's division, was
or!lere!l forward to strengthen him, and in this rendere,I
good service. On this part of the field the resistance of
the enemy was contimH'<l until after dark, and only
snhsirle<l on his heing ,!riven from his position. 1t be
ing ver.5' dark, onr troops were directed to remain in
position, an,l HartRnft''s brigade [of Ricketts's division]
was brong-ht up and formed a line across the valley,
connecting with il!Pade's left and Hale h's right, and all
were directed to sleep on their arms.''
Brigadier-General John Gibbon reports:
". . . My brigacfo was detached from the division and
ordered to report for duty to 1\lajor-General Burnside.

Late in the afternoon I was ordered to move np the
Hagerstown tnmpike [National road] with my lJrigade
an!l one section of Gibbon's lJattery to attack the posi
tion of the enemy in the gorge. The 7th Wisconsin and the
19th Incliaua were placed respectively on the right an!l
left of tho turnpike, to advance lJy the bead of the com
pany, prece!le,l by two companies of skirmishers from
the 6th mul 2d \riRconsin, and, followed by these regi
ments, formed in ,louble column at half distance, the
section of the battery under Lieutenant Stewart, 4th Ar
tillery, lrceping on the pike a little in rear of the first line.
The skirmishers soon hecarne engaged an<l were snp
porle!l by the leading regiments, while om· gnus movcd
forward on {he turnpike until within range of the
enemy's guns which were firing on onr colmnn from the
top of the gorge, when they opened with goo,1 effect.
illy men stea,lily adYanced on the enemJ' posted in the
woods and hchind stone-wallis, driving him before them
until he was rei'nforeccl hy three additional regiments,
making fiye in all opposPd to ns. Seeing we were likely
to he outflanked nu our right, I directed Lieutenant
Colonel Bragg, of t he 6th ·wisconsin, to enter the wood
on his right and deploy his regiment on the right of the
7th. This was suceessfnlly accomplished, while the 19th
Imliana, supported by the 2d Wisconsin, deployed, and,
swinging aronrnl parallel to the turnpike, took tl!e
enemy in the flank. Thus the fight continue(! till long
after dark, Stew:wt nRing his guns with good effect
ovn the beads nf our own men. l\Iy men, with their
anmmnilion nearly exhausteo, helcl all the ground they
bad talren. . . ."
The Confederate troops opposed to J\.Ieade ap
pear to have been Rodes's brigade, of D. H. Hill's
division, supported by Jenkins's, of D.R. Jones's
division, while Hatch's advance appears to have
been resisted by Kemper's and Garnett's brigades,
of D. R. Jones's division, supported by Ev�ns's
independent brigade. Colquitt's brigade, of D. H.
Hill's dfrision, held the main turnpike against
Gibbon.-EDITORS.
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CAVALRY SKIRMISHERS.

NOTES ON CRAMPTON'S GAP AND ANTIETAM.
BY Wlll. B. FRANKLIN, l\IAJOR-GE�ERAL, U. S. Y.

the 2d and 6th of September, the Sixth Corps remained in
BETWEEN
camp near Alexandria allCl col1ected horses and transportation for ammu

nition and provisions, which were gradnally clisemharked. On the latter
date it marched to Tenallytown, beyond Georgetown, D. C., crossing the
Potomac by the Long Bridge, and beginning the l\Iaryland campaign. Its
daily marches thereafter, to the elate of the battle of Antietam, were regn
latecl by orders from General l\IcClellan, who, in turn, was in direct comrn1mi
cation with Washington. It appears from the telegrnphic conesponclence
which was carried on between Halleck and l\IcClellan, that while the latter
believed that General Lee's object w·as the invasion of Pennsylvania, the
former could not divest himself of the notion that Lee was abont to play the
Union army some slippery trick by tm·ning its left, getting between it aDd
Washington ancl Baltimore, and then taking· each city by a coup-de-main.
The following are extracts from some of General Halleck's dispatches:
SEPT. 9.-" ... I think we mnst be very cautious about stripping too much the forts on
the Virginia side. It may be the enemy's object to draw off the mass of om forces, and then
attempt to attack from the Virginia side of the Potomac."
SEPT. 11.-" I think the main force of the enemy is in your front; more troops can be spared
from here."/
SEPT. 13.-" I am of opinion that the enemy will send a small column toward Pennsyl
vania, so as to draw yom forces in that direction; then suddenJy move on Washington with the
forces south of the Potomac, and those he may crosi, over."
� General McClellan states that be received the dispatch in this form, but as printed in the "Official
Records," Vol. XIX., Pt, II., p. 253, the sentence reads: "If the main force of the enemy is in your
front, more troops can be spared from here."-EDITORS.
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SEPT. 14.-" Scouts report a large force still on Virginia side of the Potomac, near Leesbmg.
If so, I fear you are exposing your left flank, and that the enemy can cross in your rear:'
SEPT. 16.-" I fear now more than ever that they [the enemy] will recross at Harper's
Ferry, or below, and turn your left, thus cutting yon off from Washington. .. . "

On September 1�th, l\lr. Lincoln telegraphed General McClellan that he
belieYed the enemy was recrossing the Potomac, and said, "Please do not let
him get off without being hm·t."
These dispatches demonstrate that it was :McClellan's duty as a subordinate
to move slowly and cautiously in his advance, although he believed that the
whole of Lee's army was in his front. And during the whole J\Iaryland cam
paign his army was nenrer ,Vashington than was Lee's.
On or before September 7th, General l\IcClellan advised that Harper's Ferry
should be evacuated -uia Hagerstown, so as to hold the Cumberland Valley
against an aclvance toward Harrisburg, and on the 10th of September he
asked that the garrison at Harper's Ferry should be ordered to join him.
General Halleck in answer to the Inst request stated, " There is no way for
Colonel l\Iiles to join yon at present; his only chance is to defend his works
till you can open comlll1111icatio11 with him." Yet chffing the night of Sep
tember 14th two regiments of cavalry marched out of Harper's Ferry to
Hagerstown without meeting any enemy; and the whole infantry and field
artillery force of the garrison might have escaped before the 1:1:th had Gen
eral l\IcClellnn's aJvice of September 7th and 10th been followed. So the
Sixth Corps moved by easy marches toward tho Blue Ridge, under daily
orders from the commanding general, nnd on the 14th of September fought
the battle of Crampton's Gap, gaining the completest victory gained up to
that time by any part of the Army of the Potomac.
"\Vhile Burnside and Hooker were forcing Turner's Gap to open the direct
road to Hagerstown, I was ordered to move by Crampton's Gap, five miles
farther south, and gain RohrersYille, in order to cut off l\IcLaws and R. H.
Anderson on :;\faryland Heights, and to relieve Harper's Ferry. About noon on
the 14th of September, the head of my column, Slocmn's division, came upon
l\lunford's brigade of caYalry, comprising the 2d and 1:2th Yirginin regiments,
with Chew's battery and a section of the Portsmouth battery of naval
howitzers, supported by two regiments of l\'Iahone's brigade of R. H. Ander
son's division, under Colonel William A. Parhalll. General l\foLaws had also
posted the remainder of Mahone's brigade and the brigades of Semmes and
Cobb of his own division within supporting distance, and ordered General
Howell Cobb to take command and to hold the pass against ns. "\Vith the
remainder of Anderson's division and his own, General l\foLaws occupied
l\Iaryland Heights, distant five miles. I quote from my official report of the
action which ensued :
'' The enemy was strongly posted on both sides of the road, which made a steep ascent
through a naiTow defile, wooded on both sides and offering great advantages of cover and
position. Their advance was posted near the base of tho mountain, in the rear of a stone-wall,
stretching to the right of tho road at a point where the ascent was gradual and for the most part
over open fields. Eight guns had been stationed on the road and at points on the sides and
summit of the mountain to the left of the pass. It was evident that the position could be carried
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Tho Confederate i,harp-shooters were behind their main line on higher ground, protected by trees and howlders.
After Parham's troops retired, Colli.>, who hmljust reached the field, assumed comman<l.-EDITOn�.

only by an infantry attack. Accordingly, I directed JI.Iajor-General Slocum to advance his
division through the village of Burkitts,ille and commence the attack upon the right. Wolcott's
1st l\Iaryland Battery was stationed on the left and to the rear of the village, and maintained
a steady fire on the positions of the enemy until they were assailed and carried by our troops.
Smith's division was placed in reserve on the east side of the village, and held in readiness to
cooperate with General Slocum or support his attack as occasion might requirn. Captain
Ayres's battery of this division was posted on a commancling ground to the left of the reserves,
and kept up an uninterrupted fire on the principal battery of the enemy until the latter was
driven from its position.
"The advance of General Slocum was made with admirable steadiness through a ,veil-directed
fire from the batteries on the mountain, the brigade of Colonel Bartlett taking tho lead, and fol
lowed at proper intervals by the brigades of General Newton and Colonel Torbert. Upon fully
determining the enemy's position, the sk'il·mishers were withdrawn and Colonel Bartlett became
engaged along his entire line. He maintained his ground steadily under a severe ffre for some
time at a manifest disadvantage, until reenforced by two regiments of General Newton's bri
gade upon his right, and the brigade of Colonel Torbert and the two remaining regiments of
Newton's on his left. The line of battle thus formed, an immediate charge was ordered, and
most gallantly executed. The men swept forward with a cheer, over the stone-wall, dislodging
the enemy, and pursuing him up the mountain-side to the crest of the hill and down the oppo
site slope. This single charge, sustained as it was over a great distance, and on a rough
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ascent of unusual steepness, was decisive. The enemy was driven in the utmost confusion
from a position of strength and allowed no opportunity for even an attempt to rally, until the
pass was cleared and in the possession of our troops.
"When the division under General Slocum first became actively engaged, I directed Gen
eral Brooks's brigade, of Smith's division, to advance upon the left of the road and dislodge
the enemy from the woods upon Slocum's fi::mk. The movement was promptly and steadily
made under a severe artillery fire. General Brooks occupied the woods after a slight reeist
ance, and then advanced, simultaneously with General Slocum, rapicliy and in g'ood order,
to the crest of the mountain. The ,ictory was complete, and its achievement followed so rap
icliy upon the first attack that the enemy's reserves, altl10ugh pushed forward at the double
quick, arrived hut iu time to participate in the flight and add confusion to the rout. 400
prisoners, from 17 different organizations, 700 stand of arms, 1 piece of artillery, anc1 3 stand of
colors were captured."

The gun was a 12-pounder howitzer belonging to the Troup artillery
attached to Cobb's brigade, and was captured by the 95th Pennsylvania,
Colonel Gustavus ,V. Town, of NmYton's brigade. General Cobb says it
,·ms "lost by an accident to the axle," but according to Colonel Town's
report the artillerists fled before his advance, "merely disabling it tem
porarily by throwing off one wheel from the limber, which ·was left with
the horses near at hand." Two of the colors were captured by the 4th
New Jersey regiment, Colonel ,Villiam B. Hatch, of Torbert's brigade, and
one by the lGth New York, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Joel J.
Seaver, of Bartlett's brigade. A fourth stand of colors, belonging to
the lGth Virginia regiment, of l\Iahone's brigade, w::i,s taken by the 4th
Vcnuont regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Charles B. Stoughton, of Brooks's
brigade.
No report appears to haYe been made by Colonel Parham, who commanded
l\Iahone's brigade, nor. by his division commander, General R.H. Anderson,
who was wounded at Antietam, hut the reports of Generals Cobb and Semmes
and Colonel l\Innford sufficiently indicate the effect of our advance upon the
forces under their command. l\Iunford, who had eight guns, his t-wo regi
ments of cavalry dismounted, and l\Iahone's brigade, was driven from his
position behind a stone-wall at the foot of the pass. Cobb now came to his
support, dividing his brigade to the right and left, bnt too late to change the
result. One regiment, the 10th Georgia, of Semmes's brigade, also joined iu
Parham's defense, while the remainiug three regiments, with nine guns of
Manly's, Macon's, and Page's batteries, were posted for the defense of Bur
kittsville Gap, about a mile below toward our left, where the artillery is
described, in the Confederate reports, as having done "good service." Gen
eral Cobb says:
"As I was marching the last of the colnmn, I received a message from you [l\foLaws] ...
that I must hold the gap if it cost the life of every man in my command.... Two of my
reg'in1ents were sent to the right and two to the left to meet these movements of the enemy. In
this we were snccessfnl, until the center gave way, pressed by fresh troops of the· enemy and
increas';lcl numbers. Up to this time the troops bad fought well and maintained their ground
against greatly superior forces. The 10th Georgia regiment, of General Semmes's brigade, had
been ordered to the gap from their position at the foot of the mountain and participated in the
battle with great courage and energy. After the lines were broken, all my efforts to rally the
troops were unsuccessful."
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General Semmes, who hurried forward to offer his assistance to General Cobb,
thus describes the scene he witnessed on the Confederate side of the crest:
'' Arriving at the base of and soon after commencing the ascent of the m01mtain at Cramp
ton's Gap, I encountered fugitives from the battle-field and endeavored to turn them hack.
Proceeding farther up the mountain, the troops were met pouring dowu the road and through
the wood in great disorder, where I found General Cobb and his staff, at the imminent risk of
their lives, using enry effort to check and rally them. I immediately joined my efforts, and
those of my staff who were with me, to General Cobb's, and cooperated with him for a consider
able time in the Yain effort to rally the men."

General l\IcLaws moved "\Yilcox's brigade of R. H. Anderson's, and later
Kershaw's and Barksdale's brigades of his own division: to the support of
Cobb, but not in time to take part in the engagement. The report of General
l\IcLaws shows that he accm·ately appreciated the effect of our success in
completely shutting up his command on l\Iaryland Heights until the smTender
of Harper's Ferry opened the door for him to cross into Virginia. Accepting
the estimate of l\.h. Thomas Wb.ite, who was chief clerk in the adjutant
general's office at General Lee's headquarters, and had charge of the returns,
the whole available force under l\lcLaws was 8000 men, and mine, on the
basis of the last returns, 12,300. Couch's dh7.sion (7219 men) of the Fourth
Corps did not reach the field of the 14th until the :fighting was over, and
was detached from my command early the next morning. But these figures
are at least one-fifth, jf not one-f01u-th, beyond the actual effective strength .
General Cobb estimates the Confederate forces actually engaged at 22 00.
· Mine can hardly·have exceeded ~5500 ; heavy odds', in�deed, but so are stone
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walls and a steep monntain pass. l\Iy losses were 533. 'rhe losses in Parham's
(1\Iahone's) brigade, spoken of as heavy, are not reported; those in Cobb's
and Semmes's brigades are given as 749.
At the encl of the fight, after nightfall, the division of the corps which had
borne the brnnt of the fight (Slocum's), was, as it were, astride of the moun
tain. Of the other division (Smith's), the brigades of Brooks and Irwin were
on the mountain, the reserve under Hancock being at the eastern bnse.
Conch's diYision reported to me at 10 P. l\I. J Early the next morning, Smith's
division was sent into Pleasant Valley, west of the Blue Ridge, to begin the
movement toward Harper's Ferry. Conch's division was sent, by order of the
commanding general, to occupy RohrersYille. Slocum was to support Smith.
As I was crossing the mountain about 7 A. l\I., on September 15th, I had
a good view of the enemy's force below, which seemed to be well posted
on hills stretching across the -valley, which is at this place about two miles
wide. ,Vhen I reached General Smith we made an ex::nnination of the posi
tion, and concluded that it would be suicidal to attack it. The whole breadth
of the Yalley was occupied, and batteries swept the only approaches to tho
position. ,Ve estimated the force as quite as large as ours, and it was in a
position which, properly defended, would ha-ve required a mnch greater force
than ours to hn-ve cnnied. I am unable to give the numbers, but l\IcLaws,
in his report of the operations of the clay, states that he formed the line across
the -valley with the brigades of Kershaw aw] Bmksdale, except one regiment
and two guns of the latter, and the "remnants" of tho brigades of Cobb,
Semmes, l\Iahoue, and ·\Vilcox, which he afterward states were very small.
The only force a-v ailable for an attack would have been Smith's division
of about -1:500 m< >n, Slocmn's diYision being in no condition for a fight that
clay. Reading between the lines of General J\foLaws's report, he seems to
have been cfo1 gnsted that I did not attack him. The evidence before the
conrt of inquiry on the surrender of Hnrper's Ferry shows that the white
flag was shown at 7: 30 A. �r., on the 15th, and the firing ceased abont one
hour afterward. It is evident, therefore, that a fight between General J\Ic
Laws's force and mine could haYe bad no effect upon the surrender of Har
per's Ferry. Success on my part would have drawn me farther away from
the army nnd wonld have brought me in dangerous nearness to Jackson's
force, already set free by the surrender. l\IcLaws's supports were three and
a half miles from him, while my force was seven miles from the main army.
Later on that day the enemy withdrew from Pleasant Valley and Harper's
Ferry toward Slrnrpsbm·g. Couch's division joined me, and the corps
remained stationary without orders from J\IcClellan until the evening of the
16th, when I was ordered to march the next morning to join the army and to
send Conch's division to occupy J\Iaryland Heights. Accordingly the corps
started at 5: 30 A. :or., and the advance reached the field of Antietam at 10 A. u.,
about tw·el,Te miles distant from the starting-point.
I In October, 1862, when l\lr. Lincoln visited the army, he came through Crampton's Gap; he told me
that he was astonished to see and hear of what we had done there. Ile thanked me for it, and said that.
be bad not understood it before. He was in all respects very kind and complimentary.- W. B. F.
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General Smith's division arrived first and was immediately hrongbt into
action in the vicinity of the Dunker Ch1uch, repelling a strong attack made
by the enemy at this point. The details of the part borne by the corps in the
battle are graphically gi ·ven in the official reports.
'\,Vhile awaiting the anival of Slocum, I went to the right, held by
Sumner. I found him at the head of his troops, but much depressed. He
told me that his ,,,hole corps was
exhausted and could do nothing
more that day. It was lying in line
of battle partly in a wood from which
it had driYen the enemy that morn
ing. About three hundred yards in
its front, across an open field, was a
wood nearer the bank of the river,
strongly held by the enemy. The
corps had been driven back from an
attack on this wood with great loss.
"\Vhen General Slocum arriYed I
placed two brigades of his division
on General Sumner's left and was
awaiting the arrival of his third bri
)IA,JOR-GE::SEllAL E. \", SU.\l::SElt.
gade, which was to be in reserve.
FRO)! A PHOTOGRAPH TAKE::S BEFORE THE WAR.
With the two brigades I intended to
make an attack on the wood referred to, and General Sumner was informed
of my intention. The two brigades were ready to move. Just as the third
brigade arrived, General Sumner rode up and diTected me not to make the at
tack, gi.Ying as a reason for his order, that if I were defeated the right wonld
he entirely routed, mine being the only troops left on the right that had any
life in them. 1\lajor Hammerstein, of l\IcClellan's staff, was near, and I re
q nested him to inform General l\IcClellan of the state of affairs, and that I
thought the attack ought to be made. Shortly afterward :McClellan rode up,
and, after hearing the statements of Sumner and mysc1f, decided that as
the day bad gone so well on the other parts of the lino it would be nllsafe to
risk anything on the right. Of com·se, no adYance was made by the division.
Later in the day General :McClellan came again to my headquarters, and
there was pointed out to him a hill on the right, commanding the wood, and it
was proposed that the hill should be occupied by om· artillery eal'ly the next
morning, and that after shelling the wood, the attack should be made by the
whole corps from the position then held by it. He assented to this, and it
was understood that the attack was to be made. Dm·ing the night, how
ever, the order was countermanded. I met him about 9 o'clock on the morn
ing of the 18th. He informed me that he countermanded the order because
fifteen thousand Pennsylvania troops would soon arrive, and that upon their
arrival the attack would be ordered. The troops, however, did not arrive,
and the order was not renewed that clay. On the 19th the corps entered the
wood, expecting a fight, but the enemy bad slipped off during the night.

THE OPPOSING FORCES IN THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN.
The composition, losses, arnl strength of e:tch army as hero state,l give tho gist of all tho 1lata obtainal,le in the Official
Recorus, K stan,ls for killeu; w fol' wonndetl; m w for mortally woun,letl; Ill for capturetl or missing ; c for captnre,l.
THE UNION ARl\IY.
(On September Htll, tlle right wing of this army,consisting of tllc First anll Xintll Corps, was commarnlell hy
Maj.-Gen. A. E. Durnsillc; tlw center,composed of the Second arnl Twelftll Corps,by l\laj.-Gcn. Edwin V. Sunrner;
am! the left wing, comprising the Sixth Corps and Couch's division of the Fourth Corps, by ;',Iaj.-Gen. W. B .
Franklin.)
Al:::\IY OF THE POTO::\U.C.-1\Iajor-General Gcorg-e TI. McClellan.
Escort,Capt. James B. ::\Iclntyre: Onci,la (X. Y.) f'av., Cnpt. Daniel P. :i\Iann; .A,4th U. s. Ca,-., Lient. Thomas IL
;',IcCormie.lc E,4th U. t-i. Ca\'., Capt. James B. ::\Ieintyrc. Rcgulw· FJuyinee1· BaUalio11,Capt. James C. Duane.
P1·oi•osl Guard,::\Inj. Willinm lI. Wood: 2ll U. S. Cav. (4 co's) Capt. George .A. Gordon; Stll U. S. Inf. (4 co's),
Capt. Royal T. Frank; G, 19tll U. S. Inf., Capt. Ellmunrl L. Smith; II,19th U. S. Inf.,Capt. Henry S. Welton.
Hemlrpwl'lrrs G1urrd, :\Taj. Gram-me 0. Haller: 9.3,l N'. Y., Lient.-Col. Benjamin C. Entler. Qnarter111aste1•'s
Gunrd: 1st U. S. Cav. (4 ..:o's), Capt. J\Iarcus .A. Reno.
FIRST AR:IIY CORPR, i\Iaj.-Gen. Joseph Hoolrer (w), THIRD ll!VISION (Pa. RC'serves), Brig.-Gen. GC'orgc G.
Brig.-Geu. GPorg;c G. i\leade. Statt' loss: Antietam, w,1.
i\Ieado, Brig.-Gen. Truman Seymour.
Escort: 2<l N. Y. Cav. (4 eo's), Capt. John E. Naylor.
Fil-st Briawll', Brig.-Gen. Truman Seymour,Col. n. BiclFIRST DIVISIOX, Brig.-Gen. Rufus King,Erig.-Gen. John
1lle Iioberts: 1st Pa., Col. R. Biddle Robert�. Capt. Will
P. Hatch (W), Bl'ig.-Gen..Abner Doubleday. Staff iam C. Talley; 2<1 Pa., Capt. James N. Byrnes; 5th Pa .•
loss: Sonth i\fonntaiu,w,1.
Col. ,Toseph "'· Fisher; 6th Pa., Col. William Siuclnir;
First Eri!Jcule, Col. W,11tcr Phelps, Jr.: 22d N. Y., 13th Pa. (I.st Rifles), Col. Hugh W. lllcNeil (kl, Cnpt.
Lient.-Col. John :\le Kie,Jr.; 24th X. Y., Capt. John D. D,•nniR llfcGee. Brigade loss: South l\lonutain, k, 38;
O'Brian (W); 30th N. Y., Uol. William III. Searing; 84th w, 133 =171. Antietam, k, 2!; w, 131= 155. 8een1ul
N. Y. (14th :.IIilit.ia), l\Ia,j. William II. ue Bevoise; 2d U. Briywle, Col. Allwrt L ::\Iagilton: 3,l Pa., Lieut.-Col.
R. Rhnrp-shooters, Col. Henry A. V. Post (wl. Rrignrle .Tnhn Cbrk; 4th P:,.. l\Inj. .Jolm Nyce; 7th Pa., Col.
loss: South Mountain, Jr, 20: w, 67; Ill, 8 =95. Antit• llenry C. Bolinger (W), l\Iaj. Chnnncey A. Lyman; 8th
tam, k, 30; w, 120; m, 4 = 15!. Sceowl Brigmle, Brig. Pa.. :i\Inj. Silas :.IL Rnily. Brigacle lo�s: Soutll l\Iount
Gen. Almer Donhle(lay, Col. William P. Wninwright (WI, ain,J;:, 25; w, 63; m. 1 =89. Antietam, k, 41; w, 181 =
Litmt.-Col. J. William Hofmnnn: 7th lull., :!\Inj. Ira G. 222. Third B1·iyade, Col. Thomas I�. Gallagher (w),
Grover; 76th N. Y., Col. \Yillia1n I'. Wainwright, Cnpt. Licnt.-Col. Rolwrt Anderson: 9th Pa .. Lieut.-Col. Rohcrt
John W. Yonng; 9.;t11 N". Y.,:illaj. Ellw,ml Pye; 56th Pa., A111le.rnon,Cnpt. Samuel B. Dick; 10th Pa., Licut.-Col.
Lieut.-Cul. J. William llofmann, Capt. Freclericlr "·m .Acloniram J. Warner (WJ,Ca]lt. Jonnthan P. Smith; lltll
iams. Bri1:;-ade loss: Sontl! lllunntain, l;:, 3; w, 52: m, Pa.. Licut.-Col. Snmnel III. Jaclrnon: 12th Pa., Cnpt.
4 =59. Antietam, ,v. 10. Thil'{l E1° i!f11de, Brig.-Gen. Richanl Gnstiu. Brigade loss: Sonth l\Iountnin, k,32;
lllarsenn R Patrick: 21Rt N. Y.,Col. Willinm F. RogcrR; w,100=132. Antietam,k,37;w,136; m,2=175. ..!rtil
23tl N. Y.,Col. Henry C. IIuffman; 35th N. Y., Col. New lay: A, l�t Pa., Lieut. John G. Simpson; B, 1st Pa.,
ton B. Lord; 80th N. Y. (20th llfilitia), Lieut.-Col. Theo Capt. James II. Cooper; C, 5th U. S., Capt. Dnnl.Jm• H.
dore B. Gates. Bl'igade lo�s: c'\onth l\Iouutnin, I;:, 3; Ransom. Artillery losR: Antietam, k, 3; w, 18=21.
SECOND ARIIIY conPS. l\Iaj.-Gen. E,lwin v. Sum
w, 19; 111, 1 =23. Antietam, k, 30; w, 187; m, 17=234.
Fourth Bl'iymle, Brig.-Gen.. Tolin Gibbon: 19th Iml.,Col. ner. Staff loss: Antietam,w,2.
Eseort: D ancl K, Gth N. Y. Cav., Capts. Henry \\'.
Solomon ::\Iereclith, ·Lit•ut.-Col. Alois 0. Bachman (lo.
Capt. Willinm W. Dll<llcy: 2<l Wis., Col. Lucins Fairchild, Lyon and P.ilcy .Iollnson, Loss: Antietam,w, 1.
Lieut.-Col. Thomas S. },lien (w); 6th Wis., Lient.-Col. FIRST DIVISIOX, l\Iaj.-Gen. Israel B. Richnr,lson (lll w),
Brig.-Geu. Jolin C. Caldwell, Brig.-Geu. Winticl!I S.
Euward S. Brngg (W),::\Ia_j. Rufus n. Dawes; 7th Wis.,
Hancock. Staff loss: AntiPtnm,w, 2.
Capt. Johu E. Calli.�. Brigade loss: South ::\Ionutaiu,
First Eriwule,Brig.-Gen. John C. Caldwell: 5th N. II.,
k,37; w,2:,1; m, 30=318. .Antietam. k,68; w, 273; m,
5=348. ..!1·tillery, Capt.•I. Alhcrt ::\fonroe: 1st N. H., Col. E<lwar,l E. Cross; 7th X.Y.. Capt. ('Jws. Bresfol; 61st
Lient. Frederiek :II. Eclgl'll; D,1st R. I., C'.!pt. J. Albert arnl 64th N. Y., Col. Francis C. Barlow (w), Lieut.-Col.
·Monroe; L, 1st N. Y.,Capt. John A. Reynolds; B. 4th Nelson A. ;.\Iiles; 818t Pa.,::\Inj. H. Boyd l\IcKeen. Tiri
U. S., Capt. Jos.-..ph B. Campbell (w), Lieut. James ga,le loRs: Antietam, Jr, 44; w, 268; m, 2 =314. 8eeo11d
Stewart. Artillery loss: Antict,un, lr, 12; w, 4G; m, B1·i_r;adc, Erig.-Geu. Thomas F. l\Ie:tgher, Col. John
8=66.
Burlrn: 2ath lllasR., Lieut.-Col. ,Joseph H. Rnn10s; 63d
SECOXD Dff!SIUX, Brig.-Gen. James B. IUcket-ts.
N. Y., Col. Jolln Rurlrn, Licnt.-Col. Henry FowlPr (w),
First Brigade, Brig.-Gen. Abram Duryea: 97th N. Y., l\Iaj. I:iehnr,l C. Bentley (w),Capt. Josepll O'Neill: G9th
l\Iaj. Charles Northrup; 101th N. Y.,l\Iaj. Lewis C. Sldn N.Y.,Lient.-Col. JamPR KellJ' (w),l\Inj. James Cavanngl!;
ner; 103tll N. Y , Col. liowar,l Carroll: 107th Pa., Capt. 88th N. Y., Lient..-Col. Patrick Kelly. E1·igade loss:
James illacThomson. llriga,le loRs: South l\Iouutain, Antietam,k,113; w, 422; m,5=540. Third Bri!Jrrde,Col.
k, 5; w, 16=�1. .Antict.a111, lr, 59; ,v,233; iu,35=327. Jolin n. Brooke: 2d Del., Cnpt. David L. Stricker; 52d
Seeontl B1·iyrule, Col. William A. ChriRtian, Col. Peter N. Y., Col. Pan! Frank; 57th X, Y., Lient.-Col. Philip J.
Lyle (W): 26th N. Y., Lient.-Col. l�iclrnrll IL Richard P:uisen (k), :IIaj. Alford E. Chapman; GGtll N. Y.,Capt.
son; 94th N. Y., Licnt.-Col. Cnlvin LittletielcI ; 88th Jnlins Wehlc,Lient.-Col ..In mes H. Bull; 53tl Pa.,Licnt .
Pn., Lieut.-Col. George W. Gile (WI, Capt. Henry Col. Richar,Is l\Ie:.llichnel. Brignclc loss: Anti<'tam, k,
R. IIIJ-ers; 90th Pa.. Col. Peter Lyle, Lieut.-Col. 52; w, 244; 111, 9=303. .Artillery: B, 1st X. Y., Cnpt.
William A. Leech. Bl'ign,le losK: South l\lountnin,Jr,2; Uufns D. Pettit; A nncl C,4th U. s .. Lieut. Evan Thomns.
W,6=8. Antietnm, k, 28; w, 197; m, 29=254. Tl1ird Artillery lORS : Antietam,k, 1 ; w,3= 4.
BrirJctde,Brig.-Geu. George L. IInrtsuff (w), Col. Richard SECOXn l>IYISION', l\laj.-Gen. John Sedgwiclr (W), Brig.
Gen. Oli,er 0. Hownrtl. Stnff loss: Antietam, w,2.
Coulter: 12th lllnss.,:i\Iaj. Elisha Burhank (m w), Capt.
First Bl'iyrtdr, Brig.-Gen. Willis A. Gorrnnn : 15tll
Eeujamin F. Cook; rntl! :ilinRR., :illaj. J. Parker Gould;
83d N. Y. (9th l\Iilitia), Licnt.-Col. William Atterbury; l\lass., Lieut.-Col. John W. Kimi.Jail; lRt l\Iinn., Col.
nth Pa.,Col. IUchard ConltC'r, Capt. Davi<l l\I. Cook. Alfred Snlly; 34th N. Y.. Col. James A. Suiter; 82cl N.
Brigade loss: Soutll l\lonutnin,k, 2; w, 4 =G. Antie Y. (2d l\Iilitia), Col. Henry W. Hudson; 1st Co. lllnsR.
tam,k, 82; w, 497; 111, 20=599. ..!rtillei·y: F, 1st Pa., Sharp-sllooters,Capt. John Saunders (k); 2d Co. lllinn.
Capt. Ezra W. l\IatthewH: C,Pa., Capt. James Thomp Sllarp-sl10otcrs, Capt. William F. Russell. Drig:ule loss:
Antietam, k, 134; w,539; m, 67=740. Second Brigade,
son. Artillery loss: Antietam, k, 3; w, 19; m, 2= 24.
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Brig.-Gen. Oliver O. Howard, Col. Joshua T. Owen, Col.
De Witt e. Baxter : 69th Pa., Col. Joshu a T. Owen ; 71st
Pa., Col. Isaac J. Wistar (w), Lieut. Richartl P. Smith,
Capt. Enoch E. Lewis ; 72cl Pa. , Col. De Wit t C. Baxter ;
106th Pa., Col. Turner G. l\Iorehead. Brigade loss : An
tietam, k, 93 : "·• 37!1 ; m, 73 = 5.15. Th il'd Bl·igadc, Brig.
Gen. Napoleon J. T. Dana (w), Col. Norman ,J. Hnll : 19th
l\lass., Col. Etlwarll W. Hinks (w), Li ut.-Col. Arthur F.
Devere1ts (WJ : 20th l\fass., Col. William R. Lee ; 7th
Mich., Col. Nornrnn J. llall, Capt. Charles J. Hunt ; 42d
N. Y., Lient.-Col. George N. Bomfor,t, J\Iaj . ,T n mes E.
l\lallon ; 59th N. Y., Col Wm. L. Tidlmll. Brigade loss :
.Antietam, k, 14.2 ; w, 652 ; m, 10! = 898. .1.L1·tillery : A, 1st
R. I., Capt. John A. Tompkins ; I. 1st U. i::i., Lieut. George
A. Woodruff, Artillery lo:;s : Auticta111, k, 4 ; w, 21 = 25.
T H I R D I>IYISIO�, Brig.-Gen. Willfam H. French.
Fi1·st B1·igadc, DL'ig.-Gen. Nathan Kimba ll : l Hh Jud.,
Col. Williom U arro w ; 8th Ohlo. Lieut.-Col. Franl,lin
Sawye r ; 132d Pa . , Col. Richard .A. Oal,for<l (k), Lient.
Col. Vincent l\1. Wilcox ; 7th W. Ya., Col. .Joseph Snicler.
Brigade loss : Antietam, k, 121 ; w. 510 ; m, 8 = 63!J.
Secon d Bl'igadc, Col. Dwight l.l!orl'is : Hth Conn.,
Lient.-Col. Sanfonl H. Perkins ; 108th N. Y., Col. Olin·r
H . Palmer ; 130th Pa., Col. Henry l. Zinn. Brigade loss :
Antietam, 1,, 78 ; w, 336 ; m, 95 = 529. Thil'Cl Bl'igrtdc,
Brig.-Gen. l\fax Weber (w); Col. Jolin W. Auolrews : 1st
Del., Col. John W. Andrews, Lient.-Col. Oli\·cr Hopkin
son ( w ) ; 5 t h l\lcl., l\Iaj. Leopold Blnmcn!Jcrg (w), CaJJt.
E. F. 111. Faehtz ; 4th N. Y., Lieut.-Col. John D. l\facGre
gor. Brigade loss : Antietam, k, JOO ; w, 449 ; m, 33 = 582.
UNATTACHED ARTILLERY : G, 1st N. Y .. Capt. J oh n I),
Frank ; B, 1st H. I., Capt. John G. 1Jnzartl ; G, 1st n. I . ,
Cnpt. C. D . Owen . .Artillery loss : Antietam, Ir, I ; w·, 9 = 10.
FOURTH AR)I Y CORPS.
FIR!;T Dl\'ISIOS (nttached to Sixth ArmJ' Corps), Maj.
Gen. Darius X. Conch.
First Bl'ir1adc, Brig.-Gen. Charles De,·cus, Jr. : 7th
l\Iass., Col. D:wid A. Russell : lOth :illass. , Col, Ilenry L.
Eustis ; 36th N. Y., Col. William 1-T. Browne ; 2tl R. I.,
Col. Franl, Wheaton. Second B1·i.gcul£', Brig.-Gcn. Albion
P. l [owe : 62tl N. Y., Col. David J. X vin ; 93d Pa., Col.
James l\I. 1-IcCa.rter ; 98th Pa., Col. John F. Dallier ; 102d
Pa. , Col. Thomas .A. Cowley; 139th Pa., Col. Frnnk
H. Collier. 1'll i1·ci Bl'igade, Bri�.-Gcn. John Cochrnuc :
65th X. Y., Col. .Alexander Shaler ; 67t lJ X. Y., Col.
Julius W. .Adam s ; 122,1 X. Y., Col. �ilns Titns ; 23d Pa.,
Col. TbomnFJ H. Neill ; 61st Pa .. Col. George C. Spea r ;
82d Pa, , , Col. Davit! l l. "'illiams. Brig:ule loss : .Antie
t a m (Sept., 18th), w, 9. Artillery : 3<1 N. Y., CaJ)t. William
S tuart ; C, lst l'a ., Cnpt. Jernmiah l\lcCarthy ; D, lst Pa.,
Cnpt. l\liclrnE- 1 Hall ; G, 2cl U. S., Lieut. J. I L Butler.
FIFTH AR;IIY CORPS, l.llaj.-Gcn. Fit z John Porter.
Escort : Detachment 1st l\Je. CaY., Capt. George J.
Smn m n t .
I,' l rtST Dl\'ISION, :\Inj.-Gen. George w . ;llnrcll.
First B1·igade, Col. James Darn es : 2d l\Ie., Col. Cbarles
W. Roberts ; 18th �Inss .. Lient.-Col. .Toseph Ha.yes ;
22d ;.llnss., Licnt.-Col. William S. Tilton ; 1st l\Iicb.,
Capt. Emory W. llclton ; 13th N. Y., Col. Elisha G.
l\Iarsball ; 25t.h N.' Y., Col. Chnrles A. Johnson ; 1 18th
Pa., Col. Cha rlefl l\I. Prevost ; 2d Co. l\Iass. Shaq)-shoot
ers, Cnpt. Lewis E. Wentworth. Ilriga,lo lo:;s : Shep
herdstown, I,, 66 ; w. 1 25 ; m, 130 = 321. Second Brigade,
Brig.-Gen. Charles Griltiu : 2d D. C .• Col. Charil's l\L
Alexande r ; 9th :\Jass., Col. Patrick R. Gui1lcy ; 32d :nass.,
Col. Francis J. Parker ; 4th :illich., Col. Jouatban W.
Childs ; 14th N. Y., Col. James l\IcQuacle ; 62d Pa. , Col.
Jacob B. Sweitzer. Brigndc loss : Shcphcrclstowu, k, 1 ;
w, 10 = 11 . 1'h irrl Briuade, Col. T. B. W. Stocktou : 20th
l\lc., Col, Adelbert Ames ; 16th l\lich., Lient, ,-Col. Nol"m l
E. Welch ; 12th X. Y., Capt. William Huson ; 17th N. Y.,
Licnt.-Col, Nelson B. Bartram ; 44th N. Y . , l\Iaj. Free
man Conner : S�d Pa., Capt. Orpheus S. Wootlwnrd ;
Brady's Co. l\lich. Sharp-shooters, Lient. Jonas H. Titus,
Jr. Brigade loss : Shepherdstown, w, 7. Artillery : 3d
l\Ias8., Capt.. Augnstns P. l\Iartiu ; C, 1st R. I . , Capt.
Richard Wate1·:nan ; D, 5th U. S., Lieut. Charles E. Haz
lett.. Artillery loss : Shepherdstown, m, 1. Sharp
shooters : 1st U. S., Capt. John B. Isler. Loss : Shep
herdstown, k, 2 ; w, 5 = 7.
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B1·ig.-Gen. George Sykes.
First Brigade, Lieut.-Col. Robert C. Bucha nan : 3d u.
s .. Capt. John D. Wilkins ; 4th u. s .. Capt. Hiram DITO!' ;
12th U. S. nst Battalion), Capt.. l.lla.tthcw l\I. Blu n t ; 12th
U. S. (2d Battalfon), Ca pt. Tbornas 1\1 . Anderson ; Htli
U . S. ( 1st Dattalion ) , Capt. \\'. I Inrve.r Brown ; l.lth U.
S. 12d Bat talion), Capt. David B. l\lcKil>hiu. Drign,lo
lo�s : Antictmn, 1,, 4. ; w, 35 = 39. Second n1•igade, l\lnj.
Charle!l S. Lo,cll : 1st and 6th U. S., Capt.. LoYi C.
Bootes ; 2d and 10th U. S., Capt. Jolw S. Poland ; 11th
U. S., Capt. De Lancey Floyd-Jones : 1 7 t h U. S., :\laj.
George L . .Andrc,vs. Brigade loss : Antietam, k, 8 ;
w, !7 ; m , 1 = 56; Sltcphercfstown, k, 1 ; w, 8 = !l. Third
Brigade, Col. Gonvcr11e11r K. Wnrren : 5th N. Y., Capt.
Cle.eland Winslow ; lOtlJ X Y., Lieut.-Col. Johu W.
J\Iar8ha ll . Brigade Jo,;s : , hcpherdstowu, w, l. Artil
fcry : E antl G, 1 st U. S., Lieu t . Alanson .;\l . Ilanclol ; I,
5th U. S., Capt. Stcphcu H. Weed ; K, 5th U. S., Lient..
""illia,u B. Yan !teed. Artillery loss : .Antictnm, w, 3.
Shepherdstown, k, 1 ; w, 2 = 3.
Tlll!lD DIVISIOX (rcal'hcd the field of Antictmn Sept. 18th),
Brig.-Gcn. Andrew .A. llmnpbrcys.
Fil-st B1·i_qculc, Brig.-Gen. Ernstus B. Tyler : 91st Pa.,
Col. Edgar ::II. Gregory; 126th Pa., Col. Jnmes G. Biller ;
129th P:1., Col. Ja ob It. Friek ; 134th Pa .. Col. l\Iatthcw
S. Qna�·. Second J:1•i:;atlc, Cul. Peter II. Allabnch : 123d
Pa., Cul. Jobn B. Clari, ; 131st Pa., Lieut.-Col. \\"illi am B.
Shant ; 133d Pa. , Col. Franklin B. Speakman ; 155th Prt . ,
Col. Eclwartl J . Allen. .Artillery : C, 1 s t N . Y .. Ca 1 1t.
.Allunnt Barnes ; L, 1st Ohio, Capt.. Lucius N. Robim;on.
Al!TILLEJU' REf:ERVE, Licut.-Col. William Hays :
A, B, C, and D, 1st Ba t t alion N. Y .. Lieuts. nernharcl
\\'evct· aud Alfred YOII Klciser, and CaptB. I:ohert Lang
ner an<l Charles K11f.l8Cl'O"" ; 5tb N. Y .. Capt. Elijah ]),
Taft ; K, 1st U. S., Capt. \Yiltiam l\I. Grnhmn ; G, 4th U.
l'!., Lieut. �farcuFJ P. l\liller. Artillery loss ; Autict:rni,
k, 5 ; W, 5 ; Ill, 1 = 1 1SJX TII .ARMY COHPS, ilfaj.-Gen .William B. Frnnkliu.
E.scort : B and G, 6th Pa. Cav., Capt. H. P. l\lnirhci<l.
Fm�-r I HYISION, l\laj.-G en. Henry W. Slocum.
Fir.st Ui·igade, Col. A. 'l'. A. Torbert : Ht N. ,T., Lieut.
Col. :'lfa rk \\'. Coll!'t ; 2tl X . .T., Col. Samuel L. Buc k ;
3<1 X. .1., Col. Henry \'[. Drown ; 4th N . •T .. Cnl. \\'ill
iam B. HatelJ. Brigade los,s : Crampton's Pa8i<, k,
38; w, 134 = 172, An tietam, k, 2 ; w, 17 = 19. Sccou tl
Erigwfc, ol. J oseph J. Bartlett : 5th :\Ic. , Col. :'i'atbnniel
J. Jacki<OII ; 16t h �- Y., Licut.-Col. Joel .T. Sca\'Cl' ; 27th
X. Y .. Lient.-Col. Alcx:rntler D. Adam;; ; 96t h Pa. , Col.
Henl'y L. Calre. Brig:ulc loss : Crampton's J 'ai::s, k, 50 ;
w, Jr.7 = 21 7 . Antietam, k, 1 ; w, 8 = 9. Thil·d Brigade,
Ilrig.-Gon. J ohu Newton : 18th N. Y . , Lient.-Col. Gcorgo
n. :\[ycrs ; 31st N. Y., Lieut.-Col. Francis E. Pinto : 32tl
N. Y., Col. Iloclerick i\Iathcson (m w), 1-lnj. Gco1·gc F.
Lemon (Ill w) ; 95t.h Pa., Col. Gusta,7.lS "'• 'l' Owll, Uri
ga<lc los;; : Crampton';; Pass, k, 24 ; w, 98 ; m. 2 = 1 24..
.Antietam, k, 1 ; ,1•, 20 = 21. A rtillery, Cnpt. EmOl'J' Up
ton : A, ;lltl., Capt. John \\'. Wolcot t ; 1st l\ofaf.ls .. Ca pt.
JoRiah Pol'tP.r ; 1st N . .T ., Cnpt. Willinm J iexamcr ; D, 2<1
U. S .. Lieut. Eclwm·cl E. Williston. Artillery loss ; An
tietam, Ir, 1 ; w, 1 3 ; m, :1 = 16.
Y
SECOND D I VISION, i\Iaj.-Gen. \ illinm F. Smith,
First Briyadc, Brig.-Gcn. Winfield S. 1 1:rncock, Col.
Amn�a Cohb : 6th l\le., Col. Hiram Burnham ; 43d X. Y . ,
;.\laj. John Wilson ; 49tb ra., Lient.-Col.Willinm Brisl.Ja ne ;
137th ra., Col. Hcury :\I. Bossert ; 5th Wi;;., Col. AmnRa
Co!Jb. Brip;aclc loss : .Antietam, w, 6. Second Brigade,
Briµ;.-Gcn. W. T. IT. Brooks : 2d Yt., l\Iaj, James IL
Walhl'idge ; 3d Yt., Col. Breed N. Hytle ; 4th Vt., Lieut.
Col. C harle� B. Stoughton : 5th Yt., Col. Lewis A. Grnn t ;
6 t h :V t.. ;llnj. Oscar L . Tut.tic. Brigade loss : Crampton's
Pass, I,, 1 ; w, 18 = 10. A n t ietam, k, 1 ; w, 24 = 25, 1'h ird
Rri[J(ttle, Col. ,Yi l liam H. Irwin : 7t.lJ l\le., l\laj. Thomas
W. Hyde ; 20th N. Y., Col. Ernest ,on Yegesacl, ; 33<1 �
Y., Lieut.-Col. Joseph W. Corning ; 49th N. Y., Lieut.
Col. William C. Alllergcr (w), l\Iaj. George W. JohnRou ;
77th N. Y., Capt, Natban S. Bnbcock. Brigade loss :
Antietam, k, 64 ; w, 247 : m, 31 = 342. ArtiUcry, Capt.
Romcy11 B. .Ayres : B, l\lcl., Lieut. Tbeodore J. Ynnne
man ; 1st N. Y., Capt. Andrew Cowan; F, 5th U. S.,
Lieut. Leouard l\lartiu.
SECOND DITISCON,
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NINTH ARI\IY CORPS, l\Inj.-Gen. Ambrose E. Burn
side (colllmanded the rigbt wing of the nrmy nt Soutb
l\louutain and exercised general comllland on t. he left at
Antietam), l\Iaj.-Gcn. Jesse L. Reno (k), Brig. Gen.
Jacob D. Cox. Staff loss : South l\Ionntain, k, 1.
Escort : G, 1st l\Ic. Ca'I"., Capt. Zebulon B. Blethen.
FIRST DIVlSION, Ilrig.-Gcn. Orl:mdo B. "'ilkox.
First Brigade, Col. Benj allliu C. Christ : 28th l\Inss.,
Capt. Andrew P. Caraher ; 17th l\Iieb., Col. William H.
Withington ; 79th N. Y., Licut.-Col. Da,id l\Iorrison ;
50th Pn.. , l\Inj. E,lwnnl O,erton (w), Cnpt. "'illimn H.
Diehl. Brigade loss : South l\Iountain, k, 26 ; w, 136
= 162. Autictn m , k, 43 ; w, ms ; m, :! = 244. Sceoud
Brigade, Col. Thomns Welsh : 8th l\Iich. (transferred
to FirstBrignde, Se}l t . 16th), Lient.-Col. Frank Grnves,
l\Iaj. Ralph Ely ; 46th N. Y., Lieut.-Col. Josepb Ger
bnrdt. ; 45th Pn., Lient.-Col. John I. Curtin ; 100th Pa.,
Lient.-Col. Da,·id A. Leclrny. Brignde loss : South
l\Iountain , k, 37 ; w, 151 = 188. Antietalll, k, 3; w. 86 ;
rn. 4 = 93. .A 1·tillc1"!/ : 8th Jnass., Capt. Asn. l\1. Coolr ;
E, 2d U. S., Lieut.. Samuel N. Benjamin. A ltillery loss :
South l\Iountain, 1,, J ; w, 4 = 5. Antietam, w, 1.
SECOND DIVISIOX, Brig.-Gen. Sall.luel D. St urgis.
Fi1·st Brigade, Brig.-Gen. ,fames Nngle : 2d l\Id. , Lieut.
Col. J. Engene D uryea ; Gth N. I I., Col. Simon G. Grif
fin ; 9th N. IL, Col. Enoch Q . Fellows ; 48th Pa., Lieut.
Col. Joshua K. Sigfried. Brigatle loss : South l\lonutain,
w, 34 ; rn, 7 = 41. Antietalll, l,, 39 ; w, 160 ; m, 5 = 204.
Second Brigarlc, Rl'ig. -Ge11 . Edward Ferrero : 2lstl\fnss.,
Col. William S. Clarl, ; 35th l\lnss., Col. Edward A. Wil<l
( w), Lient.-Col. Su111ncr Carruth ( W) ; 51st N. Y., Col. Hoh
ert, B. Potter ; 51st l'n ., Col. John F. Hartranft. Brigadl•
loss : South l\lou11tnin. k, 1 0 ; w, 83 ; m, 23 = 116 . .Antietmu,
k, 95 ; w, 368 ; Ill , fl= 469. A1·tillc1·u : D, I'a., Capt. George
\\'. Durel l ; E, 4th U. S., Cnpt. .Josepb C. Clark, Jr.
Artillery Joss : Antietam, k, 2 ; w, 4 = 6.
TUIR[) DIYISIO.S, Brig.-Gen. Isaac P. Rodman (Ill W).
Staff 1088 : Antietam, w, 1.
First Brlgwlc, Col. Harrison S. Fairnhild : 9th N. Y.,
Lient.-Col. E,lgar A. Kimhall ; 80th N. Y .. l\lflj. Edwar,l
Jardine ; 103ll N. Y., l\lnj. Benjamin Hingold. Brig:ulc
loss : Soutb l\Ionntnin, I,, 2; w, 1 8 = 20. Antietmu, k,
87 ; w. 321 ; m, 4 7 = 455. Sccunll Bl'ignde, Col. Ecl wnrtl
Hnrlaml : St.h Conn., Licnt.. -Col. Iliram Ap11elman (w),
Maj. John E. Wanl ; 11th Conn., Col. lleury \Y. Kings
bury (k) ; lGtb Cmm., Col. Francis Bench ; 4th R. r.,
Col . William H. P. Steer<'. (w), Lieut.. -Col. Joseph B . Cur
tis. Brigrule loss : Antietnm, k, 133 : w, 462 : m, 23 = 618.
Artillc1·y : A, 5th U. S., Lieut. Chnrles P. illnblenherg.
Loss : Antiet am, w, 3.
KA:-AWIIA DIYI�IOX, Ilrig.-Gen. Jac·oh ]), Cox, Col.
Elinkim P. S!'ammon.
Flrst B1·igmle, Col. Elinkim P. Scnmmon, Col. Hugh
Ewin g- : 12th Ohio, Col. Cal'r B. White ; 23d Ohio, Lieut.
Col. Rutberforll B. H ayes (w), l\Jaj. James l\I. Colllly ;
30th Ohio, C"ol. Hug-h Ewing-, Lient.-Col. Theodore Jones
(e) , l\laj. G eorge I T . I I ildt; 1st Ohio Batter�·, Capt.
James R. l\Icl\Iullin ; Gi!ll)orc's Co., W. ,·a. Ca,., Lieut.
Jmnes Ahrnham ; I l n nison's Co .. W. \Ta. Cav., Lieut,
Dennis Delarn'y. Brigade loss : Sonth l\Iountnin, k, 63 ;
w, 201 ; m. 8 =272. Antietam, k, 28 ; w, 134 ; m, 20 = 182,
Seeond Brigade, Col. Aug11st 11s l\Ioor (e), Col. George
Crooli : 11th Ohio, Li<'nt.-Col. Augustus II. Coleman (k),
l\Inj. Lymau J. Jaeksou ; 28th Ohio, Lieut.-Col. Gottfried
Beel,er ; 36th Ohio, Col. George Crook, Lieut.-Col. l\IPl,iu
Clarlrn (],), l\Iflj, E. n. Aml rew,s ; Chieago (TI!). Drngoons,
Ca))t. Frederick SchnmbPclr ; Ky. Rnt tery, Cnpt. SC'th J .
Simlllonds:. Brigade }rn,s : South l\louutain, k , 17 ; w,
64 ; m, 3 = 84. Antietam, k, 8 ; w, 58 ; m, 7 = 73.
UXATTACIIED TROOPS : 6tb N. Y. Cn,. (8 co's), Col.
'.r homns C. Devin ; 3,1 C"o. Ohio Cay., Lieut . Jonas Sen
men ; L and l\I , 3d U. S. Art'y, Cn))t. John Edwards, Jr.

TWELFTII ARllIY CORPS, l\Iaj.-Gen. Joseph K . F.
l\lausfield (k) , Brig.-Gen . .Alphern, S. Williams. Staff
loss : AutieJ.arn, k, I.
Eseort : L, 1st l\Iieh. Cav., Capt. l\lelvin Brewer.
FIRST DIVISION, Brig.-Gen . .A.lpheus s. Williams, Brig.
Gen. Samuel W. Crawford (w), Brig.-Gen. George
H. Gordon. Stnft' loss : Antietam, w, 1.
First Brigade, Urig.-Gen. Samuel W. Crawford, Col.
Joseph F. Knipe : 10th l\Je., Col. George L. Beal (w) ; 28th
N. Y., Capt. William H. H. l\lapes ; 46th Pn., Col. Joseph
F. Kni11e, Lieut.-Col. James L. Selfridge ; 124th Pa., Col.
Joseph W. Hawley (W), l\Iflj. Isnac L. Haldeman ; 125th
Pa., Col. Jacob Higgins ; 128th Pa., Col. f'-amuel Crom,
tlale ( k) , Licnt.-Col. William W. Hammersly (W), l\Iaj.
Joel B. Wanner. Brigade loss : Antietam, k, 88 ; w,
315; m, 27 = 430. Tlt il'Cl Brig ade, Brig.-Gen. George II.
Gol'dou, Col. Tholllas H. Ruger (W) : 27th Ind., Col. Silas
ColgroYc ; 2d l\Inss., Col. Geol'ge L. Andrews ; 13th N,
J., Col. Ezr:t A. Carmnn ; 107th N. Y., Col. R. B. Van
,•a1ke111Jurgh ; Pa. Zounves d'Afrique ; 3ll Wis., Col.
Thomas II. Ruger, Brigade loss ; Antietam, k, 71 ; w,
548 ; Ill, 27 = 646.
SECOXD DI\'ISION, Brig.-Gen. George s. Greene.
r'irst Bl'igade, Lieut.-Col. liector 'l'y11dalc (w), l\Iaj.
Orrin J . Crane : 51,h Ohio, l\Iaj. Jolin Collins ; 7th Ohio,
l\Iaj. Onin J. Crane, Cnpt. Frederick A. Seymou r ; 66th
Ohio, Lient.-Col. Eugene Powell (w) ; 28th Pn., lllnj.
Ario Pardee, Jc. Brigndc los8 : Antietmn, k, 61 ; w, 308 ;
m, 7 = 376. 8cco11d Brig ade, Col. Henry J. Staiurool, : 3d
l\Ill., Lieut.-Cul. Jose11b l\I. Smlsbnrg ; 102cl N. Y., Lieut.
Col. JalllCS C. Laue ; lll1h Pa., l\Iaj. Thomas l\I. Wnlker.
llrignde loss : A utietnm, k, 32 ; w, 128 ; m, 16 = 176. Tl, i1•d
Brigrtde, Col. William B. Goodrieh (k), l,ieut.-Col. Jona
than Austin : 31! Del., l\Inj. Art hur l\Jaginnis (w), Ca11t.
William J. l\lcKaig ; Purnell (l\Id. ) Legion, Lient.-Col.
Beujamin L. Simpson ; 60th N. Y., Lient .-Col. Chnrles R.
Brnndnge ; 78th N. Y., Lient.-Col. Jonathan Anstin,
Cnpt. 11Pury R. Stagg. Brignde loss : Autictnm, k, 21 ;
w, 71 ; m, 7 = !la. Artillery, Capt.. Clennout L. Best : 4th
l\fo., Capt, . O'Neil W. Robinson ; 6th l\le., Cn)lt. Freeman
l\I cGil,•cry ; l\I, 1st N. Y., Capt. George \Y, Cothmn ; 10th
N.Y., Capt.. John T. Brnen ; E, rn. , Capt. Jose)lb l\I. Kna p ;
F , Pa., Cn11t. R . B. Bnmpton ; F , 4th U. S., Lieut. R D.
l\Inhlenberg. Art.illcryloss: Autietnlll , k , l ; w, 15; m , 1=17.
CA\"ALltt DIYISIOX, Brig.-Geu. Alfred Pleasonton.
First R1·igade, l\lnj. Charles J. Whiting : 5tb U. S.,
Capt.. Joseph JI. l\leArtbnr ; 6th U. S., Capt. Willin111 P.
Snuders. Brigndc loss : Antietnrn, w, 1. Second Bri
g(l(le. Col. John F. Fnrusworth : 8 t h Ill., l\Inj. William
H. llledill ; 3d lml., l\Iaj. George H. Cbnpman ; lHt l\raAs.,
Cnpt. Cas)ler CrowninRhield ; 8th Pa., Cnpt. Peter
Keennn . Brigade Joss : Autiet.arn, w, 6. 1'h ird Bdgcule,
Col. Riehnrd IL Rnsb : Hh Pa., Col. James IT. Childs (k),
Lient.-Col. James K . Kerr ; 6th Pn., Lieut.-Col. C. Ross
Smitb. Brigacle loss : Antietam, k, 3 ; w, 10 = 13. Fourth
Brigade, Col. Andrew T. l\IeReynoldR : 1st N. Y .. l\Inj.
Alonzo W. Adams ; 12J. h Pa., l\laj . •TnrneR A. Congdon.
F(fth Brlgr,de, Col. Benjalllin F. Davis : 8th N. Y .. Col.
Benjamin F. Davis ; 3d Pn., Lient.-Col. Snmn!'l W. Owen.
U11attach cd, 15th Pa. (detachment), Col. William J. Pal
mer. LoRs : Autietnrn, k, 1.
The totnl loss of the Union Army in thn three prinei
pnl engagements of the campaign was ns follows :
Ca1,ture,l mo Ia l.
I,illecl. Tl'o,inclecl. 01•
m;ssi'll!J . ,
Son th l\Iountniu . . . . 325
1403
85
1813
Crnrnpt on's Pass . . . 113
418
2
533
Antiet a m . . . . . . . . . . . 2108
9549
753
12,410
The ensunltieA d nring t.he entire enmpatgn, from Sep
tember 3d to 20th (exclusi,e of l\liles's force nt Har11er's
Ferry, for wbich Aee pnge 618), aggregated 2629 killed,
11,583 wounded, antl 991 eapt1uecl or missing = 15,203.

THE CONFEDERATE ARl\IY.
General Robert E. Lee.
LONGf;TREET'S COJ\I MAND, l\Iaj.-Gen. Jnmes Longatreet. Stntr losB (in t he e:1.mp:1. ign) : w, 2.
ll!CLAws's DffISION, :;.lfaj.-Gen. Lafayette l\IeLaws. Staff
loss (in the eampnign) : k, 1.
i

Kcrs/imi,'s Brigade, Brig.-Gen. Jose.}lll B. Kershaw :
2d S. C., Col. John D. Kennedy (W), l\Iaj. Franklin GnilJard ; 3<1 s. c., Col. James D. Nance ; 7th S. c., Col. D.
Wyatt Aiken (w), Capt. John S. Hard ; 8th S. C., Col.
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John W. Henagan, Licnt.-Col. A. J. Hoole. Brigade loss
(in the campaign}: k, 90; w,455; m, 6 = 551. Cobb's Bri
gade, Brig.-Gen. Ilowcll Cobb, Lieut.-Col. C. C. Sanders,
Lieut.-Col. William l\la!.'Tiae: 16th Ga., --;
2Hh
Ga.,Lieut.-Col. C. C. Sanders,l\Iaj. TI. E. )Iel\Iillan; Cobb's
(Ga.} Legion, --; 15th N. C., Licnt.-Col. \Yillimn l\lac
Rae. Brigade loss (in the campaign): k,76; w,318 , m,
452 = 846. Sem1111's's Brigade,Brig. Gen. Paul J. Semmes:
10th Ga.,Jnaj."'illis C. Holt (w), Capt. P. II. Loud ; 53tl
Ga.. Lieut.-Col. Thomas Sloan (w), Capt. S. "-· Jnarsh
horne; 15th Va.,Capt. E. l\I. l\Iorrison (w),Capt. Etlward
J. Willis; 32d Ya.,Col. E. B. l\Iontagne. Brigade loss (iu
the campaign): k,56; w, 274; m, 43 = 373. Barksdalc's
Brigade, Brig.-Gen. "'illiam Barksdale: 13th ::llis;;.,
Lieut.-Col. Ker:non ::IIcE!roy (w}; 17th l\Iiss., Licut.-Col.
John C. Fiser; 18th l\Iiss., )Taj. J. C. Campbell (w),Lient.
Col. William II. Lceisc; 21st l\Iis:s., Capt. John Sims,Col.
Benjamin G. HumphrcyR. Brigade loss (in the carn
l)aign} : Jr, 35; w,272; rn, 4= 311. Artillery, l\Iaj. S. P.
Hamilton, Col. Henry C. Cabell: N. C. Battery, Capt.
Ba�il C. l\Ianly; Ga. Battery (Pulaski .Art'y),Capt. John
P. W. Read; Ya. BattPry (Richmond Fayette Art'y},
Capt. l\I. C. l\Iacon;Ya. Battery (1st Co. Riehrnond How·
itzers},Capt. E. R. l\IeCarthy; Ga. Battery (Troup Art'y),
Capt. H. H. Carlton. (Loss of the artillery included with
that of tile brigades to which attached.)
AXDERSO::-l'S DIVISIOX, l\Iaj.-Gen. Richard H. .Anderson
(w), Brig.-Gcn. Roger A. Pryor. Staff lo�s (in the
campaign) : w, 1.
Wilcox's Brigade,Col. .AlfrNl Cumming: 8th Ala. --;
9th Ala.,--; 10th Ala.,--; 11th Ala.,--. Bri
gade loss (in the carnpai_s,;n): k, 34; w,181; m,2n= 244.
Jlahonc's Brigade, Col."-· A. l'arham: 6th ,a.,--·;
12th Ya., --;16th Ya., -- ; 41st Ya., -- ; 6list Ya.,
Brigade loRS (in thP campaign): k, 8; w, 92; Ill,
127 =227. Featherston's Brigade, Col. Carnot Posey: 12th
l\Iiss., --; 16th l\Iiss., Cnpt. A. l\I. Feltus; Hlth l\IisR.,
--: 2d �lliss. Battalion,--. Brigaile loss (in the
campaign} : k,45; w, 238: m, 36 = 319. Armistcad'.s J!ri
r,ade,Brig.-Gen. Lewis.A. Armistead, Col. .J. G. Hodges:
9(.h Ya., -- ; 14tl1 Ya., Col. ,1. G. Hodges; 38th Ya.,
--; 53d Ya., --; 57th Ya.,--. Bri_gadc loss
(in the campaign}: k, 5; w, 2n; rn, I =35. I'1·11or's Bri
gr1de, Brig.-Gen. Roger A. Pryor: 14th Ala.,--; 2,1
Fla.,--; 8th Fla.,--; 3d Ya.,-- . Drigade loss
(in the campaign}: k,48; w,'.!85; m, 49=382. Wrigli/.'s
Brigade, Brig.-Gen. Arnbro,c R. "-right: 44th Ala.. -3d Ga., --; 22d Ga.,--; 48th Ga.,--. Brigade
loss (in the campaign) : k,32; w, 192; rn,34 =2.38. A rtil
lery, l\Iaj. J. S. SannclerR: La. Battery (Donalds,illc
Art'y), Capt. Yietor ::llanrin; Yn. Battery (Hnger's);Ya.
Battery, Lieut. C. R. Phelp�; Va. Battery (Thompson's
or Grimcs's). (Loss of artillery uot separately reported.)
JOXES'S ])ff!SIOX,Brig.-Gen. DaYid r: . .Tones.
Toombs's Brigade, Dri_g.-Gcn. n. Toombs (in temporary
command of a division), Col. Henry L. Ecnuin!!,': 2,1 Ga.,
Licnt.-Col. \Yilliarn R. Holmes (k},l\faj. Ski,lrnore Harris
(w}; 15th Ga., Col. Willinm T. :.IIilli<'an (k); 17th Ga.,
Capt. J. .A. ?.IcGrcgor; 20th Ga., Col. John B. Cnmming.
Brigade loss (in the cmnpaign): k,16; w, 122; m. 22 =
I>rayton's Brir1ade,Brig-.-Gen. Thomas F. Drayton: 50th
Ga.. Lient.-Col. F. Kearse; 5I�t Ga., --; 15th S. C.,
Col. W. D. De Saussure. Brigade lo�s (in the campaign}:
k, 82; w,280; Ill, 179=541. I'iekctt's Brigade, Drig.-Gcn.
Richard B. Garnett: 8th Ya., Col. Eppa IInnton; 18th
\'a.,l\Ia,i. George C. f'ahPII; Hlth Ya.,Col. J. B. Strange
(Ill w), Capt. John L. Cochran, Lieut. William N. Woo;l;
28th Ya.. ,Capt. W. L. Wingfield; 5Gth Ya., Col. William
D. Stuart,C:1.pt. John n. l\fcPhail. Brigade loss (in t11c
campaign): k,30; w, rn9; m, 32= 2Gl. Kempe r's Bri1;11dc,
Brig.-Gen. JamPs L. Kcm11cr: l�t Ya.,--; 7th \'a.,
-- ; 11th Ya., l\Iaj. A,!am Clement; 17th Ya.. Col.
llfontgomery D. Corse (w), l\Iaj. Arthur Herbert; 24th
Ya.,--. Brigade losis (in tlic campaign}: k, 15; w,
102; m,27 144. Je11ki11s's Erigade,Col. Joseph \Yalker:
1st S. C., Lient.-Col. D. Livingston (w): 2d S. C. <rifles)
-- ; 5th S. C.,Capt.T. C. Beckham; 6th s. c.,Lient.-Col.
J. l\I. Steedman,Capt. E. B. Cantey (w); 4th S. C. Batta!-
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ion, -- ; Palmetto (S. C.} Sharp-shooters,--, Bri
gade loss (in the campaign) : k,27; w, 196; m, 12=235.A.nclerson's Brigade, Col. George T . .Anderson: 1st Ga.
(Regulars), Col. William J. l\Iagill; 7th Ga., --; 8th
Ga. --; 9th Ga.,--; nth Ga., l\Iaj. F. II. Little;
Ya. Eattery (Wisc Art'y}, Capt. J. S. Brown (W}. Bri
gade lOSR (in the Cfllll]laign); I{,8; w, 80; Ill, 6= 94.
WALKEI(S DlVlSIOX. Brig:.-Gcn..John G. Walker.
Walkel''S Bl'igade, Col. Yan l I. l\Ianuing (W}, Col. E. D.
Hall: 311 Ark., Capt Joh11 W. RPe,ly; 27th N. C .. Col.
John TI. Cooke; 46th X. C., Col. E. D. Hall, Lieut.-Col.
\Yilliam A. Jenkius; 48th N. C., Col. R. C. Hill; 30th Ya.,
--; Ya. Battery,Capt. Thomas B. French. Briga,lc
loss(inthe campaign);k,HO;w,G84: m,93=917. Ran
som's Brigade, Drig.-Gcn. Tiohert Ransom, Jr.: 2,:cth N.
C., Lieut.-Col. John L. Harris; 25th N. C., Col. II. )I.
r:uoc,lgc: 35th N. c., Col. ::IL W. Hansom; 49th N. C.,
Licnt.-Col. Lee l\I. l\IcAfec; ,-a. Batten-. Capt. Jamrs
R. Branch. Brigade loss (in thr campaign}: k,41; w,
141; m,4=186.
IIOOD'S DIVISIOX,Drig.-Gen. John B. Homl.
Hood's B1·igade, Col. \Y. T. Wnlt'or,1: 18th Ga., Lieut.
Col. S. Z. Ruff; Hampton (f-'.. C.) Legion, Licnt.-Col. l\I.
\Y. Ganz; Ist Tex., Lieut.-Col. I'. L\. \York; 4th Tex.,
LiPut.-Col. B. F. Carter; 5th Tex.,Capt. Ili:c N. l\I. Tnr
nPr. Brigade loss (in the campaign): k,69; w, 417; m,
G2=548. Law's Brigade, Col. E.::IIcI,cr Law: 4th Ala.,
LiPnt.-Col. 0. K. ::IIcLcmnrc (m w), Capt. L. IL Scruggs
(W): 2d l\Iiss., Col. J. l\I. Stone (W), 11th :Miss.,Col. P. F.
Li,ldell (m w), Licut.-Col. S. F. ]]ntlcr (W); 6th N. C.,
J\Ia,i. Robert F. Webb (w). Driga<lc loss (in the campaign}:
k, 53; w, 390; rn, 23 =468. Al'tillcl'y, l\Iaj. B. W. Frobcl:
S. C. Battery <German Art'y), Capt. W. K. Dachrnan; S.
C. Battery (Palmetto Art'y), Capt. II. TI. Garden; N. C.
Battery (Rowan Art'y), Capt. James Reilly. .AI·til!cry
loss (iu the campaign): k, 4; w, 10=23.
EVAXS'� BRIGADE, Drig.-Gcn. Nathan G. Evans (in trm11orary cornrnaml of a di\'iisiou),Col. l'. F. Stevens: 17th
S. C .. Col. F. W. l\Ic)Iastcr; 18th S. C., Col. W. H. Wall
aec; 22,1 S. C., Lieut.-Col. Thomas C. Wathi.ns (k), l\Iaj.
::II. Hilton; 2311 S. C., Capt. S. A. Dnrham (W), Lieut. E. R.
"l.1ito; IIolcombc's (S. C.} Legion, --; S. C. Battery
()laebcth .Art'y), Capt. R. Doyec. Brigade loss (in the
c-arnpaign): Jr,40; w, 185: rn, G5 = 200.
ARTILLERY. Wasliiugton (La.) Al'tillery, Col. J. B_
Walton: 1st Co., Capt. C. \Y. Sr1uircR ; 2d Co.,Capt. J. n.
Riehar,lson; 3d Co., Capt. l\I. D. l\Iillcr; 4th Co.,Capt. B.
F.Eshll'man. Loss(ineampaig11): k,4; w,28;m,2,= 34.
Lee's Battalion, Col. S. D. Lee: Y:i. Battery (Ashland
.Art'y},Capt. Pichegrn \Yoolfolk,Jr.; Ya. Battery (Bccl
for,! Art'y),Capt. T. C. Jor,!an; S. C. Battery (Brooks's
Art'yl, Lieut. \Yilliarn Elliott ; Ya. Batt,,ry, Capt. J. L.
Euhank; La. BattPry (:.II:Hlisnn Li/.d1t Art'y),Capt. Geo.
Y. ::IIoo,ly; Ya. Battery, Capt. W. W. Parlrer. Loss (iu
the campaign): k, 11; w, 75 = 86.
JACKSO;S"'S CO)Il\I.AND, J\Iaj.-Gcn. T. J. Jackson.
EWELL'S DIYISIO.'-", Brig-.-G0n. A. R. Lawton (W), Drig.·
Gen. Jubal A. Earl�;. Rtnff loss: .Antietam w,2.
La1cto11's Bl'igade, Col. l\I. Douglass \k}, ?.Iaj. J. H.
Lowe, Col . .Iohn H. Lamar: 13th Ga.,--; 26th Ga.,
--; 31st Ga.. Lient.-Col. .J. T. Crowrler: 38th Ga.,--;
60th ({a.,--; Gist Ga., Col. John II. Lamar. Brigade
loss: Antietam,k,106; w, 440: rn, 21 =567. Shepllcrds
toW11,w. 7. Early's nrigade, Drig.-Geu. Jubal A. Earl:,.
Col. \Yilliam Smith (w): 13th Ya.. C:1pt. F. Y. \Yinston;
25tbYa.,--;3Ist Va.. --;44th Va.,--;49thYa ,
Col. \YilUam Smith; 52d Ya., Col. l\I. G. Ilarmau; 58th
Yn.,--. Brigade loss: Antietam, k, 18; w, 167; m,
0= 194. T1·i111blc's Brigade, Col .James A. Walker (W):
15th .Ala.. Capt. r. B. FPa.i!'iu; 12th Ga.. Capt. James G.
I'.odgcrs (k}; 21st Ga.,l\Inj. Thomas C. Glover (w); 2l�t
N. C. (!Rt N. C. Battalion attachP,1),Capt. F. P. l\Iiller
(k}; Ya. Dattcry,Capt. John R. Johnson. Brigade loss:
Antietam,k, 27;w,202; m, 8 = 237. Shepherdstown,w,l.
IIays's Brigade, Col. II. D. Strong, Brig.-Gen. Harr:,
T. Hays;5th La.,--;Gth La.,Col. H. D. Strong(k);7th
La.,--; 8th La.,--: Hth Ln.,--; La. Battery,
Capt. Louis E. D'Aqnin. Brigade lo�s: Antietam,k, 45;
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w, 280 : m, 2 = 33G. .A rlil/c1·y, l\Taj . ,\ . R. Courtney : 1st
.Md. Battery, Capt. William F. Derneut ; Mel. Battery
(Chesapealrn Art'y), Capt. WHlimu D. Brown ; Ya. Bat
tery tConrtney Art'yl, �apt. J. W. Latimer ; Ya. Battery
(Stanutou Art'y), Lieut. A. W. Gm'l,er. Artillery uot
eugagcll at Autida111.
LIGHT DI n,;10�. }Inj . -G en. ,\ mlJrose .P. H ill.
Rn111cl1's Brigade, lJri�.-Geu. L. O'B. Branch (k), Col .
James IT. Lau e : 7th N. C., -- ; 18th N. C., Lieut,,-Col.
T. J. Punll<> ; 28th N. C. , Col. James H. Laue ; 33d N. C.,
- -; 37th N. C., --. Brigatle loss : liarJ.>er's Ferry, w,
4. Ant ietam, 1,, 21 ; w, 79 ; rn, 4 = 104. Shepherdstown, J;:,
3 ; w, 71 = 74. G1·l·gg's JJ1·iyade, Brig.-Geu. l\Iaxcy Gre:;g
(Wl : 1st I:\. (.', (Pro,·. Anny), Col. D. Il. Hamilton ; 1st
S. C. (I!itles), Lieut.. -Col. JameR l\I. Perriu 1 w) ; 12th S. C.,
Col. Dixon Bal'lles (k), l\laj. W. II . i.\IeCorkle ; 13th S. c ..
Col. O. E. E,lwanl� ; 14t h S. C., Lient.-Col. W. D. Simp
son. Brigacle loss : Aut.iet am, J;:, 28 ; w, 135 : m, 2 = IG5.
Shcpherdst.ow11, k, 10 : w, 53 = 63. Ficla's Brigade, Col.
J. l\I. BrockPnhl'Ollgh : 40th Ya..,--; 47th Ya., - ; 55th
Ya.,--; 2211 Ya.Bat. la.lion, --. Bl'ig-a<le loss not sepa
rnt<'IJ' reported . .Archer's n1·iywl1·, Brig.-Gen. James J.
Archer, Col. Peter T111·1H'Y : 5th Ala. Battalion, Capt.
Charles l\T. Hoopel' : rnth Ga., l\Tnj. James II. Neal, Capt .
F. ;\T. John ston : 1st 'l'eun. (Pro\'. Arm .I' ), Col. Peter 'l'ur
ney ; 7th Teim., lllaj. S. G. Shepard, Lieut. G. A.
Howarll ; Htl1 Te1111., Lieut.-Col. J. W. Lockert. Col.
William llfrComh ( W ) . Brigade loss : II11rper's Ferr., ·,
k, 1 : w, 22 = 23. ,l ntiet.n m , k, 15 ; w, 90= 105. Shcpherds
tnwn, k, G ; w, 49 = 55. l'ewla's Brigade, Brig.-Ge11.
Willi a m D. Pernl er : IGth N. C., Lic·ut.-Col. W. A. Stowe ;
28!1 N.C .. llTnj . C . C . Cnh,; a4th N.C., --; 38th N.C., - - -.
Briga<le lu�s : Harpn's Ferry. k, 2 ; w, 20 = 22. Ant ie
tam, k. 2 : w, 28 = 30. f<lleplH·rdstown, k, 8 ; w, 55 = G3.
Tllomns's J/ri[ladc, C'nl. E<lward L. Tho111ns : 14t h Ga.,
Col. H. W. Folsom : 35111 Ga., -- ; 451 h G n .. llfaj. \\'. L.
Grice, ; 4ath Ga., Lh-nt.-Col. S. 111 . J\Iauuing. Brigade
not, at A11ti<'tnm ; losses dse'\'l'here uot fiC]larntel .,·
reportc.,1. . , fr tilll'I'!/, Li<·nt.-C'ol. n. L. \\"alk<'r : Ya. Bat
tery, Capt. Willia111 n . Crrn�lrnw ; Ya. Battery (Fre<l
eri ck�1J11rg Art'yl, Ca pt,, Cal'tC'r !IT. Braxton, Ljeut. E. A .
lll arye ; V a . Battery (L4•tchet· Art'y) , Cnpt . Grec·nlec
Dn. ,·i<l�on : Y a . Bntt,·ry (Plll'l'"1I ,\rt ',1 ·), Capt. "' · J .
l'e.�-rmu (W') ; A. C . Batte!',\' ( l 'l' e Dee .Art• .,·), Capt. D . G.
lll c l 11t(1Sh. Artillt-1',1' ]flSR not �epnrn t,•ly l'Cl)Ol'te(I.
Di\·ision loss 1in tl1e cam paign) : k, 99 ; w, 605 ; Ill , G = 710.
J.\Cli:80:S'S III\'ISIOX, Jlri�.-Gen. ,John n. ,Jones (W) ,
Y
Brig.-Gen. \ illia111 E . f<t:,rke (]O, Col. A. J. Grigsby.
Staff lu�s : ,\ntid n m , J;:, 1 ; m, 1 = 2.
TT"i11dcr's J/rigwle, Col. A . .J. GrigRhy, Lient.-Col. R. D.
G nnlucw, l\Taj. I T . J. William� : 2d Yn. (detached n t
lllnrtiuslmrg), Capt. I:. T . Colston ; 4 t h \'n., Lient.-C'ol.
R. D. <Jal'll n c r ; 5th Ya. , l\Tnj. If. ,J. \\"ill.iallls ; 27th Ya .,
Capt,, Fran!, C. Wi lson ; 33•1 1'a., Capt. ,Tncol1 B. Golla
day, Lieut. Davi<l I T . Wnlton. Brigmle loss : Antietam,
k, 11 : w, 77 = ss. 1'11/iaferro's Erigatlc, Col. E. T. JI.
Wnrre 1, Col. Jnrnes \\' . Jacl,snn, C'ol . J·ames L. Sheffiel<l :
47th ,\ hi., Col. James \\'. ,Jackson ; 48th Aln . , Col. James
L.:-helliehl; Illt-h \'a ., --: 23,I Ya., --; 37th Ya., --.
Drign1le lo�s : Autil't-a m , J;, 41 ; w. 132 = 173. Jo11es's Dri
gfllle, Col. Bra1ll<-y T. J oh11Ro11, Crl]it. Johu E. Penn (wl ,
Capt. A. < '. Page ( w ) , Capt. R. W. Wit hers : 21st Yn.,
Capt, ,\ . C. I'n.ge ; 42d Ya. , Cnpt. R. W. \l.itllers ; 48th Va.,
Capt. Jolm H. Carnller ; I�t Ya. Battalion, Lieut. C. A .
Davidson. Brigade loss 11ot. separu.tcly 1·eported. 8/al'ke's
J/1•igwle, Brig.-<1en. \\'illiam E. Starke, Col. Leroy A.
Stafford (w), Col. E1lm1111,1 l'ernllcton : Iist. Ln . . Licnt.'.Col.
M. Nolnn (W) ; 2d Ln .. Col. J. lll. Willi:llUS (W) ; 9t.h La. ,
Col. Leroy A . :C:taffor,l : 10th L n .. Cn ]Jt . H. D . l\fonier ;
15th Ln., C'ol. E1l11111n,l Pc>rnll,·tou ; 1 s t Ln. Battalion
(Zoua,·c.�1. Lient.-C'ol. CT . Coppens. Uri_g ndc loss 1 par
t i r1I) : .\ utiet:1111, k, 81 : w, 189 ; m, 17 = 287 . .d rtilln·11,
Mn,i. L. M. Shumak,·r : l\I,1. Hatt<'l'Y (Ilnlt imore Bnttc>r�:),
Capt . J. n. Dr,wli:t•nhmngh ; Ya. Ilnttery (Alleghan�·
Art'y), Capt. Jnsc· 11h Carp('nt e r ; Yn. Bat tery (Dnn villl'
Art'yl, Ca ] lt. George \\". ,1·oouing : Ya. Bnttcry (Hamp
den Art'y), Capt. William I J . Caskie ; Yn. Batteri-. (L<'O
B �ttery), Capt. Charl< > s I . Rnine ; Yo. Battery (Roek
bmlge Art'y), Capt. i\'. T. Poague. ArtillPry Joss not
separately reported.
0
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Ripley's IJ1·iycu/e, Brig.-Gen. Roswell S. Ripley (W),
Col. George Doles : 4th Gn., Col. George Doles ; 44th
G n . , Cnpt. John C. Key ; 1st. :N'. C., Lient.-Col. Hamilton
A. Brow n ; 3d N. C., Col. William L. Do Rosset (W).
Brignde loss : South l\Iount. aiu ou<l Antietam, k, no ; w,
50G ; Ill, 124 = 740. Rocles's Br/.gadc, Brig.-Geu. R. E.
I :ocles (w) : 3d Aln., Col. C. A. Battle ; 5th Alo., l\Iaj. E.
L. Ilobsou : Gth ,\ la., Col. J. B. Goruon (w), Lieut.-Col.
J. N. Lightfoot (W) : 12th Al:L., Col. E. E. Gayle (l,) ; 26th
Ala,. Col. B. A. O'Ne.nl (w). Brigade loss : Sonth l\Iount
:,in, k, Gl ; w, 157 ; Ill, 204 = 422. Antietam, k, 50 ; w, 132 ;
m, 21 = 20�. Garland's B1·iuaclc, Brig.-Gen. Samuel
Garl:,.u<l, Jr., (k), Col. D. K. l\IeRae (w) : 5th N. C ..
C'ol. D. K. lllcHo,c, Ca.pt. Thomas l\I. Gnnct t ; 12th
N. C., Capt. S. Suo w ; 13th N. C .. Lieut.-Col. Thomas
Rnffin, Jr. (wl, Capt. J. H. liyman ; 20th N. C., Col,
Alfrcu Iverson ; 23d N. C., Col. Daniel II. Christie.
Drigmle loss : Sonth l\Iouutn,i u and Antietam, k, 4G ; w,
210 ; m , 187 = 443. .A ndcrson's Brigade, Brig.-Geu.
George n. Au,lersou \Ill w), Col. R T. Bennett (W) : 2d
N. C., Col. C. C. Tew (k), Capt. G. ;\I. Roberts ; 4 t h N. C.,
Col. Bryan G ri111es, Capt.. W. T. l\Iarsh (k) , Capt. D. P,
Latham (k) ; 14th N. C., Col. R. T. Bennett., Lieut.-Col.
11·illiam A . .Jolmston ( w) ; 30th N. C., Col. F. 11!. Parker
(w), l\Inj. William W. Sille.rs. Driga<lo los� : Sonth
l\Ionntnin fill(] Antietam, ];:, 64 ; w . 220 ; m, 202 = 565.
Colq11itt's Bl'iuaclc, Col . A. J I . Colquitt : 13th Aln .. Col.
B. D. FIT (W) , Lient.-Col. \\', J I. Betts ( W) ; Gt h Gn.,
Lieut.-Col. J. 111. Newton (kJ : 23d Ga., Col. "'· J'. Rnrclny
(I, ) ; 27th Ga., Col. LeYi B. Smith (k) ; 28th Ga., :Maj.
Tully Grnyhill, Capt. N. J. Gn l'l'ison (\\'), Rrign<le loss :
�on1l1 l\Touutnin and 1\ ntiet am, k, 129 ; w, 518 ; m,
184 = 831. .A 1·tillery, :.'llaj. S. F. Pierson : 1\ In. Battery,
Cnpt . n. 1\ . l l ar1lnway ; Ala. Bn.ttel'y (Jeff Da.,·is Art'y) ,
Capt. J. W. Bnmlnr:mt. ; Yn.. Bnttery, Capt. \\"illimu B.
,Jo11es : Ya. J lnt ter.,· (King Willi:1, 111 Art• .,·) , Ca.pt . Thnnrns
JI. Carter. B rip;a,Jn l o .� ;; : South '.\Tonn ta in and AuUl'tam,
k 1 -! ; "�, 30 ; I l l , 3 = 37.
l(Ei'Elt\'E AHTI LLERY, Brig.-G(' .11. "'illinm N. Peudloton.
l/1·ou•11's I;11t/a/io11 (ls/ ,u. A 1•/ ' y), Col. J. Thompson
nrowu : l'owhnt nu Art'y. . Capt . Willis J. Dance : 2d Co.
Riel1 11101Hl 1 I owit. z1·r�, Cript. D. Wa tson ; 3d Co. Hieh
mornl Ilmr itzcr;;, Capt. Bcnja.!lliu H. SmHh, Jr. ; :"alem
Art•.,· , Capt. A. JI11 p p ; \\' i llinmshurg ,\rt'y, Cn11t.. ,John
,\. Coke. C11lts's B11tt11lio11 , Lient .-Cnl. A. S. Cutt s : Gu.
Battery, Capt. .J :rnws Ap Blnckshear ; Gn. Bat t rry ( Ir
win Art'y) , Capt . .Johu Lan e ; N. C. Battery, Capt. W.
P. Lloy1I ; G a . Dattel'y, Capt. G. l\T. Pattersou ; G n . Bat
t ery, Ca)Jt. I T . lll. Ross. Jones's Batt11lio11 , :M aj. I T .
I '. ,Jones : Yn. Dntt<'ry (;llorris Art'y), Capt. It C . 111 .
Page ; ,·a. Battery (Orange Art'y). Capt. Jeffl'l'ROH Pry
tou ; Vn . Batt,·ry ('fumer's) ; Yn. Battery, Capt. A. \\'im
bish. Kc/sou 's Rattalio11, l\Iaj. Willia111 :Nelson : Yn .
Uattrry (,\ mhcrst ,\ rt'y), Capt.. T. J. Kirkpatric!;: ; Va.
B attery (Flurnnna .Art'y), C':1pt. John J. Ancell ; Va.
Battery, Capt. ChurleR 'I'. Hncl,step ; Yn. Battery, Capt.
l\Iarllln1l11ke ,Jolrnsou : Ga. B ntt ery (lllille<lgc Art'.\'/,
Cnpt. John l\Tilled/?'P . .Jliscellc111co11s : Ya. Bnt lery, Capt.
W. E. Cu tshaw ; Ya. Battery (Dixio Art'J'), Ca]lt-. W. J I .
Cha pnrn.n : \':,, Dattery (l\Ingrnder Art'y) , Cap t . T . J .
Page, Jr.; Ya. 1 ;,1ttery, Capt. W . H . Riee.
CAVALitY, llfaj.-Oen . .TamcR E. n. Stnnrt..
Jl11111pto11'.� l/1•igatle, Drip:.•Gen. Wade Hampton : 1 st
N. C .. Col. L. :a:. B:1k. , r : 211 S. C., Col . l\I. C. Butler : 10th
\'n., -- ; C'obh'R (Gn.) Legiou , Lieut.-Cnl. P. l\T. n.
Ynm1:; (11'), }faj. Willinrn CT. Delouy ; Jeff. Davis (l\liss . 1
Legion, Lient .-C'ol. W. 'l' ;lfa1• tin. Lee's J/rigwfr, Brig.
G C'i1. Fitzlrn;::-h LPn : ht Ya., Licut.-Col. L. T. Brien ; 3,1
Yn .. Lient.-C,1I . .John T. Thorntou (m w ) ; 4th Yn .. Col.
1V. C. \\'frkhn 111 ; 5th Ya .. Col. Thomas L. RORRer : 9th
Y:1 .. --. Rnl,c1•/.� 011's El'i!fodr, Col. Tl10mus 'I'. l\Iun
for,l : �•I Yn .. Lient.-Cnl. Richnru lI. Bnrks ; 7th Y:1 ..
Capt . :'i. Il. )Iy,•r;; ; 12th Ya .. Col. A . \\'. Hal'lnn11 . Ilorsc
A 1·til/r1·y : Yn. Battery, Cnpt. r.. P. Che" ; f'. C. Dnt tery ,
Cnpt. J. F. l f nrt. : Yn . Ratter�·. Cnpt. Jnhn Pelhnm .
Cavalry arnl fl<• rse Artillery loss ( i n the enmpaign) : k,
IO ; w, 45 : m , G = Gl.
,\ccording to the report of Lee · s medical direct or (Dr.
Guild), there was a loss of 1567 killed and 8724 wounded
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in the battles of South Mountain, Crnmpton's Pass, Ilar
per's FerrJ-, Sharpsburg (or Antietam), and Shephenls
town. Dr. Guild does not gi"e the number of missing
and prisoners, and he also omits the casualties in Jones's
hrigade of Jackson's dhision, Rocles's hrigmle of D. II.
Hill's division, aml the whole of A. r. Hill's dh"ision.
The corps and diYision eommanders report 1890 killed,
9770 woundecl, and 230! eaptrn·ed or missing during the
campaign, making a total of 13,96!. Estimating fonr
tifths of these for the battle of Antietam, we have the
followiug eomparati,e result in that f'ngagernent:
.Killecl.

Ca.pt_ur�cl Totai.
H'ounllell · or
�1I1ssrng.

12,-!10
753
Union Army ........... 2108
95-!9
Confederate Army .. .. 1512
7816
11,172
18-!-!
There is not tile sliglltest reason for doubting that

many of the "missing '' of Lee's army were killed, and
t!Jat if the nnmbPr could he ascertained, it woultl
materially increase that class of casualties. Genen,l
::neClellau (Yo!. XIX., Pt. I., p. 67, "Otfieial Hecords ''),
says that "about 2700 of the enemy's tlead were .
�onnted and buried upon the hattle-fielll of Antietam";
also, that·• a portion of their dead had lwen preYionsly
lmrietl lJy the enemy. "
RELATIYB STRE�GTH OF THE AR)l!E:S.

According to ::\IeClellan's report the numllt·r of eom
lmtants in his command was 87,16-!; h11t the brunt of the
battle was borne by not ahove 60,000 men .
Comparing the arnilaulc strength of the two armies,
undoubteclly lllcClellan's doubled that of Lee's. In his
offieial report General Lee says, "This great battle was
fought by less than -10,000 men ou our side."

THE FINDING OF LEE'S LOST ORDER.
BY SILAS COLGROVE, BREVET BRIGADIER-GE::-.ERAL, U. f-, Y.

to your request for the particulars of
I thereplyfinding
of General Lee's lost dispatch,
N

"Special Orders No. 1!.ll," and the manner in
which it reachetl General l\IcClellan, I beg leave
to submit the following account:
The Twelfth Army Corps arriYed at Frederick,
l\Iaryland, about noon on the 13th of September,
1862. The 27th Indiana Yolunteers, of which I
was colonel at that date, belonged to the Thirc1
Brigade, First Divfaion, of that corps.
We stacked arms on the same ground that hatl
been occupied by General D. H. Hill's division tl.Je
evening before.
·within a very few minutes after halting, the
order was brought to me by First Sergeant .John
l\I. Bloss and Prh-ate B. "\Y. l\Iitchell, of Company
F, 27th Indiana Volunteers, who statec1 that it
was found by Private Mitchell near where they
had stacked arms. When I recefred the order it
was wrapped around three cigars, aucl Private
l\Iitchell stateLl that it was in that comlitiou when
found by him. [See p. GG.Jc.]
General A. S. "\Yilliams was in commaml of our
division. I immediately took the order to his
headquarters, and delivered it to Colonel S. E. Pitt
man, General "\Villiams's adjntant-general.
The order was signed by Colonel Chilton, General
Lee's adjutant-general, and the signature was at
once recognized by Colonel Pittman, who had
served with Colonel Chllton at Detroit, l\Iichlgan,
before the war, and was acqnainte<l with his hand
writiug. It was at once taken to General l\IcClel
lan's headquarters by Colonel Pittmau. It was a
general order giving directions for the movement
of General Lee's entire army, designa ting the route
and objective point of each corps. "\Vi.thin an hour
after finding the dispatch, General l\Ic-Clellau's
whole army was on the move, and the enemy were
overtaken next clay, the 14th, at South l\Iountain,
and the battle of that name was fought. Dming
the night of the 1.Jcth General Lee's army fell back
toward the Potomac River, General l\IcClellan fol
lowing the next day. On the 16th they were over
taken again, and the battle of Antietam was fought
mainly on the 17th. General D. H. Hill says in
his article in the l\Iay "Century," that the battle

of South l\Iountain was fought in order to give Gen
eral Lee time to move his trains, which were then
parked in the ncighlJOrhood of Boonsboro'. It is
eYident from General Lee's movements from the
time he left Frederick City, that he intenrled to
recross the Potomac without hazarding a battle in
l\Iaryland, and had it not been for the fin cling of this
lost order, the lJattle of South l\Iountain. and prob
ably that of Antietam, would not haYe been fought.
For confirmation of the above statements in
reganl to the finding of the dispatch, you are
respectfully referred to Colonel Samuel E. Pittman,
of Detroit, :\Iichigan, and Captain John l\I. Bloss,
of l\Iuncie, Indiana.
WASHINGTOX, D. c ...June :2d, 1886.
XOTE.-J\Ir. iY. A. ::\Jitchell, the son of Private ::.\Iitch
ell, who, as General Silas Colgrov,' de8"l'ibe;, aboYe, was
the fiwler of Lee's order, writes to say that his father
was se,Prely wonnded at Antietam. After eight mouths
in hospital he completed his term of Pnlistment, three.
�-ears, aml three years aftPr his discharge clied at his
llome in Bartholome,Y, Indiana. As his family were
then destitute. some effort,-, are �aitl to have heen made
to procure a pen�iou for the widow, bnt General Col
grove (in a letter to the editor of the "Centm-y," dated
"-'ashington, x,wember 15th, 1886) states that" neither
the soldier nor the widow has ever file,l a claim for pen
sion, and any seeming failure of recognition is not due
to neglect ou the part of the Pension Office."
The- following lett<'r from General ::\lcClellau to the
Ron is of interest:
"TtmXTOX, XEW JEL:SEY, Xov,0 mher 1-�tll, 1879.

,v. A. :1.IIT

C"IIELL, ESQ., LA c,xrrn, KAX�.-\S.- DEAit ;;rn: Your letter of

the 9th inst. has reachP<l me. I caunot, at this interval of
time, recall the name of the finner of the papers to ,,hich you
n·fer-it is ,10111.>tfnl whether I <"Yer knew the name. All
that. I can sny is that on or abont t11e J:lth of September,
1s6�. -j11st, Jwfore the battles of Son th :1.Ionntain ann Antie
lam,-there ,ms hamle!l to me lJy a ruemlJer of my staff a
copy (original) of one of General Lee's orners of marcb,
,Jirede,l to cieneral D. H. Hill, which or<l<'l' clevelope<l Gen
<"ral Lee.'s. internle<l operations for the next few <lays, anti was
of Yery great serTicr• to 1ne in ennhling- 1ne to direct the
n10,�111Pnt::- of my own troo ps fl('Cortl1n�1
. y. This onler w"aS
state,! to haYe l.,een foun<l on one of the aban,loi:ecl camp
e:ronmls of the Co1IfP1lerate t roops by a private snlclier, ann,
;s I think, of an Tmliana ree:
. iment. \\'hoever foun,l the order
in question arnl transmitted it to the hea,lquarters shnwe,l
intelligence nn,l deserved 1narketl rPwnrd, for he rendered an
infinite service. The wiclow of that sol,lier sho11ltl have her
pension without a day's ,lelay. Re/rl'etting that it is not
in my power to give the name of the finner of the order, I am
very truly yours, GEO. B. l\ICCLELLAN."
EDITORS,

JACKSON'S CAPTURE OF HARPER'S FERRY.J
BY JOHN G. WALKER, l\L\.JOP.-GENERAL, C. S. A.

';{THEN General Lee began his campaign against Pope I was in command
/ V of a division (of three brigades) ,vhich was not a part of either of
the two corps of the Army of Northern Virginia. I was left on the James
for the defense of Richmond, but after the evacuation of Harrison's Landing
by l\IcClellm1's army [Augnst 14th to :20th], the Confederate capital being no
longer threatened, I was ordered by the Secretary of ,Var to leave one of my
brigades at Richmond and proceed with the other two to join General Lee
in tho field. Leaving Daniel's brigade on the Jmnes, I marched north ward
with my ok1 brigade, the strongest and the one which had seen most service,
at that time eommancled by Colonel Van H. l\Ianning, and with the brigade
of General Robert Ransom.
It was our hope that we should overtake General Lee in time to take part
in the fight with Pope; but when \\·e rea,ched the field of Bull Run we found
it strewn with the still unburied dead of Pope's army, and learned that Lee
was pushing for the fords of the Upper Potomac. Following him rapidly, on
the night of the 6th of September my division reached the vicinity of Lees
burg, and the next morning crossed the Potomac at Cheek's Ford, at the
month of the l\fonocacy, and abont three miles above White's Ford, where
Stonewall Jackson Imel crossed.
At Cheek's Ford I overtook G. B. Anderson's bi-igade of D. H. Hill's division
and crossed into l\Iarylm1d with it. The next day we reached the neighbor
hood of Frederick. I went a,t once to General Lee, who wa,s alone. After
listening to my report, he said that as I had a division which would often,
perlrnps, be on1erec1 on detached service, a,n intelligent performance of my
dnty might require n knmdedge of the ulterior purposes and objects of the
campaign.
"Here," said he, tracing· with his finger ou a large map, "is the line of onr
commnuications, from Rapidan Station to 1\Ianassas, thence to Frederick.
It is too near the Potomac, and is liable to be cut any da,y by the enemy's
cavalry. I have therefore given orders to move the line back into the Valley
of Virginia, by way of Stnuntou, Harrisonburg, and Winchester, entering
l\larylancl at Shepherclstowu. [See map, p. 553.]
"I wish yon to return to the mouth of the l\fonocacy and effectually destroy
the aqnednct of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal. By the time that is accom
plished )'On will receive orders to cooperate in the capture of Harper's Ferry,
and you will not return here, bnt, after the capture of Harper's Ferry, will
rejoin us at Ha,gerstmvn, where the army will be concentrated. l\Iy informa
tion is that there are between 10,000 a,ncl 1:2,000 men at Harper's Ferry, and
3000 at ::\Iartiusburg. The latter may escape toward Cumberland, but I
think the chances are that they will take refuge at Harper's Ferry and be
captured.
! For other Harper's Ferry pictures, see Vol. I., pp. 115 to 120, and Vol. II., p. 155.-EDITORS.
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"Besides the men and material of war which we shall capture at Harper's
Ferry, the position is necessary to us, not to garrison and hold, but because
in the bands of the enemy it would be a break in onr new line of commu
nications with Richmond.
"A few days' rest at Hagerstown will be of great service to our men.
Hundreds of them are barefooted, and nearly all of them are ragged. I hope
to get shoes and clothing for the most needy. But the best of it will be that
the short delay will enable ns to get up our stragglers - not stragglers from
a shirking disposition, but simply from inability to keep up with their com
mands. t I believe there are not less than from eight to ten thousand of them
between here and Rapidan Station. Besides these we shall be able to get a
large number of recruits who have been accumulating at Richmond for some
weeks. I have now requested that they be sent forward to join ns. They
ought to reach us at Hagerstown. ,Ve shall then have a very good army,
and," he smilingly added, "one that I think will be able to gi,re a good
account of itself.
"In ten days from now," he continued, "if the military situation is then
what I confidently expect it to be after the capture of Harper's Fen-y, I
shall concentrate the army at Hagerstown, effectually destroy the Balti
more and Ohio road, and march to this point," placing his finger at
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. "That is the objectiYe point of the campaign.
You remember, no doubt, the long bridge of the Pennsylvania railroad
over the Susquehanna, a few miles west of Harrisburg. Well, I wish
effectually to destroy that bridge, which will disable the Pennsylvania
railroad for a long time. With the Baltimore and Ohio in onr posses
sion, and the Pennsylvania railroad broken up, there will remain to
the enemy bnt one route of communication with the West, and that
very circuitous, by way of the Lakes. After that I can turn rny atten
tion to Philadelphia, Baltimore, or Washington, as may seem best for our
interests."
I was very much astonished at this announcement, and I suppose be
observed it, for he turned to me and said:
"You doubtless regard it hazardous to leave l\lcClellan practically on my
line of communication, and to march into the heart of the enemy's country f"
I admitted that such a thought had occurred to me.
"Are you acquainted with General �lcC1ellan f" he inquired. I replied
that we had served together in the l\Iexican war, under General Scott, bnt
that I had seen but little of him since that time.
;j; During the llfaryland campaign the Federals
as well as the Confede1·ates were greatly weakened
by straggling. On October 7th, twenty days ,ifter
the battle of Antietam, General Halleck, in a letter
to General l\IcClellan, said :
"Straggling is the great curse of the army, and must
be checked by severe measures. . . . I think, my
self, that shooting them while in the act of strao-"'Jino
0
from their commands, is the only effective rcmerly that
can be applied. If you apply the remedy you will be
sustained here. . . . The country is becoming very

impatient at the want of activity of your army, nncl we
must push it on. . . . There is a clrcided want of legs
in our trnops. . . . The real clifliculty iA they arc not
sufficiently exercised in marehiug; they lie still in camp
too long. After a hard marnh one clay is time enough
to rest. Lying still beyond that time does not rest the
men. If we compare the aYeragc distaneeA marched
per month by onr troop� for the last year, with that of
the rehels, or with European armies in the field, we will
see why our troops march no better. They are not suf
ficiently exercised to make them good and efficient solclierA."
EDITORS.
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"He is an able general
but a very cautions one.
His enemies among his
own people think him
too much so. His army
is in a very clemoralized
and chaotic condition,
and will not be prepared
for offensive operations
-or he will 11ot think it
so-for three or four
weeks. Before that time
I hope to be on the Sus
quehanna."
Onr conversation was
intenupted at this point
by the arrival of Stone
wnll Jackson, and after
::t few minutes Lee and
Jackson hu·ned to the
subject of the capture of
Harper's Ferry. Iremem
bcr Jackson seemed in
high spirits, and even
MAP oF TrrE 1>EFExsEs A:--n APrnoAcnEs oF 11AnrEn's FEnnY.
indulged in a little mild
pleasantry about his long neglect of his friends in "the Valley," General
Lee replying that Jnck::;on had"some friends" in that region who would not,
he feared, be delighted to see him.
The arriYal of a party of ladies from Frederick and vicinity, to pay their
respects to Lee and Jackson, put an end to the conversation, and soon after
I took my departure.
Retracing our steps toward the Potomac, at 10 P. 1\'I. of the 9th my division
arrived at the aqueduct which conveys the waters of the Chesapeake and Ohio
canal across the :i\Ionocacy. ':l1he attempted work of destruction began, but so
admirably was the aqueduct constructed and cemented that it was found to
be virtually a solid mass of granite. Not a seam or crevice could be discov
ered in which to insert the point of a crow-bar, and the only resource was in
blasting. But the drills fnrnishecl to my engineer were too dull and the granite
too hard, and after several hours of zealous but ineffectual effort the attempt
had to be abandoned. Dynamite had not then been invented, so we were
foiled in our purpose, and about 3 o'clock A. l\I. of the 10th went into bivouac
about two miles and a, half west of the l\Ionocncy.
Late in the afternoon a, courier from General Lee delivered me a copy of
his famous "Special Orders No. 191," directing me to cooperate with Jackson
and l\foLaws 111 the capture of Harper':; Ferry. That order containefl the most
precise a,nd detailed information respecting the position, at its date, of every
_,.
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portion of the Confederate army,-'IYhere it would be during the next five or
six clays at least,-and inferentially revealed the ulterior designs of the
Confederate commander. Possessed of the information it contained, the
Federal general would be enabled to throw the weight of his ·whole force on
that small portion of the Confederate army then with Lee, before Jackson,
J\IcLaws, and Walker conlcl effect the capture of Harper's Ferry and go to
its assistance.
General :\IcClellan did get possession, on the 13th of September, of a copy
of this order, addressed to General D. H. Hill. In what manner this
happened is not positively known. General Bradley T. Johnson says that
there is a tradition in Frederick that General Hill was seen to drop a paper
in the streets of that town, which 'l,as supposed to be the order in question.
The Comte de Paris says it was found in a house in Frederick which had
been occupied by General Hill. But General Hill informed me, two years
after the war, that he never received the order, and never knew of its exist
ence until he read it in l\IcClellan's report. ,i
To whatever circumstance· General McClellan owed its possession, it
certainly enabled him to thwart General Lee's designs for the invasion of
Pennsylvania, or n movement upon \'\Tash.ington. Ent that he ol>tained all
the advantages he might have clone will hardly be contended for by General
:McClellan's warmest admirer. By the exercise of greater energy he might
easily have crushed Lee on the afternoon of the 15th or early on the 16th,
before the arrival of Jackson from Harper's Feny. Ou reeeiving my copy
of the order I was so impressed w·ith the disastrous consequence which might
result from its loss that I pinned it securely in an inside pocket. In speak
ing with General Longstreet on this subject afterward, he remarked that the
same thought had occurred to him. and that, as an absolutely sure precaution,
he memorized the order and then '' ehewed it up."
Informed of the presence of a superior Federal force at Cheek's Ford,
where I was ordered to pass the Potomac, and learning that the crossing at
the Point of Rocks was practicnble, I moved my division to that place ancl suc
ceeded in landing everything safe on the Yirginia shore by daylight of the 11th.
About the same time a heavy rain set in, and as the men were much
exhausted by their night march, I put them into bivouac. I would here
remark that the Army of Northern Virginia had long since discarded their
tents, capacious trunks, carpet-bags, bowie-knives, mill-saw swords, and six
shooters, and had reduced their "kits" to the simplest elements and smallest
dimensions.
Resuming our march on the morning of the 1:2th, we reached Hillsboro'
and halted for the night. Dm·ing the night I was sent for from the -village
inn by a woman who claimed my attendance on the ground that she was just
from Washington, and had very important information to give me. Ans'l,·er
ing the call, I found seated in the hotel parlor a young woman of perhaps
twenty-five, of rather prepossessing appearance, who claimed to have left
-1- See General D. H. Hill's statement, p. 570; General Colgrove's, p. 603, and the text of
the order, p. 664.-EDITORS.
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LOUDOUN HEIGHTS,

VIEW Fl{V)I \\'ALIOm's l'U�ITl<>N ON LUUJJUUX IIEIGIITS OF TIIE UNION CA�IP ANlJ POS!TlOX OX
�I.\RYLAXIJ IIEIGIITS. FROJI A WAR-TUii, SKETCH.

"\Yashington the morning before, with important information from "our
friends" in the Federal capital which she could comm1micate only to General
Lee himself, and wished to know from me where he could be found. I saw
at once that I had to do with a Federal spy; but as I did not wish to be
encnmbered with n woman prisoner, I professed ignorance of General Lee's
whereabouts and advised her to remain qnietly at the hotel, as I should, no
doubt, have some information for her the next morning. Before resnming
our march the next clay I sent her under guard to Leesbnrg, cbrecting the
provost marshal at that place to hold her for three or four clays and then
release her.
Resuming the march at daylight on the 13th, we reached the foot of Lon
clonn Heights abont 10 o'clock. Here I was joined by a detachment of signal
men and Captain "\Vhite's company of Maryland cavalry. I detached two
regiments,- the �7th North Carolina and 30th Virginin,-nncler Colonel J. R.
Cooke, directii1g him to ascend Loudonn J\fonnfain and take possession of the
heights, bnt, in case he found no enemy, not to reveal his presence to the
ganison of Harper's Ferry. I sent with him the men of the Signal Corps,
"'ith orders to open communication if possible with Jackson, whose force
ought to be in the neighborhood, coming from the west. I then disposed of
the remainder of the division around the point of the mountain, where it
abuts on the Potomac.
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About 2 P. in. Colonel Cooke reported that he had taken unopposed posses
sion of Loudoun Heights, but that he had seen nothing of Jackson, yet from
the movements of the Federals he thought he was close at hand. By 8 o'clock
the next morning five long-range Parrott rifles were on the top of the moun
tain in a masked position, but ready to open fire. About half-past 10 o'clock
my signal party succeeded in informing Jackson of my position and my
readiness to attack.
At a reunion of the Association of the Army of Northern Virginia held at
Richmond on October 23d, 1884, in an address delivered by General Bradley
T. Johnson, occm·s this passage:
"l\IcLaws, having constmcted a road up l\Iaryland Heights and placed his artillery in posi
tion dming the 1:1:th, while fighting "·as going on at Crampton's Gap and Turner's Gap, sig
naled to Jackson that he was ready; whereupon Jackson signaled the order both to JHcLaws
and Walker - 'Fire at such positions of the enemy as will be most effecti vc.'"

I am, of course, ignorant of what Jacksou may have signaled l\IcLaws, but
it is certain that I received no such order. On the contrary, as soon as he was
informed that l\fcLaws was in possession of l\Iaryland Heights, Jackson sig
nalecl me substantially the following dispatch: "Harper's Ferry is now com
pletely invested. I shall summon its commander to smTender. Should he
refuse I shall give him twenty-four hours to remove the non-combatants,
and then carry the place by assault. IJo not fire 1111less forced to."�
Jackson at this time had, of course, no reason to suspect that l\IcClellan
was advancing in force, and doubtless supposed, as we all did, that ·we should
have abundant leisure to rejoiu General Lee at Hagerstown. But about
noon I signaled to Jackson that an action seemed to be in progress at
Crampton's Gap, that the enemy had made his appearance in Pleasant Valley
in rear of l\IcLaws, and that I had no doubt McClellan was advancing in
force.
'fo this message Jackson replied that it was, he thought, no more than a
cavalry affair between Stuart and Pleasonton. It was now about half-past
12 and every minute the sound of artillery in the directiou of South
l\iouutain was growing louder, which left no doubt on my mind of the
advance of the whole Federal army. If this were the case, it was certain that
General Lee vrnuld be in fearful peril should the capture of Harper's Ferry
be much longer delayecl. I thereupon asked permission to open fire, but
receiving no reply, I determined to he " forced." For this purpose I placed the
two North Carolina regiments nuder Colonel (afterward l\Iajor-Geueral, and
now U. S. Senator) l\I. W. Ransom, which had relieved those nncler Cooke, in
line of battle in full view of the Federal batteries on Bolivar Heights. As I
expected, they at once opened a heavy, but harmless, fire upon my regiments,
which afforded me the wished-for pretext. ,Vithdrawing the infantry to the
safe side of the mountain, I directed my batteries to reply.
It is possible that some of my military readers may question the propriety
of my com·se, and allege that it amounted virtually to disobedience of orders.
]l See statements by General Bradley T. Johnson, p. 615, and ColonelH. Kyd Douglas, p. 617.-EDlTORS.
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This I freely admit, but plead the dire urgency of the case. Had Jackson
compromised himself by agreeing to allow the Federal commander twenty
four hours, as he proposed, General Lee would undoubtedly have been driven
into the Potomac before any portion of the Confederate force around Har
per's Ferry could have reenforcecl him. The trouble was that Jackson conld
not be made to believe that l\IcClellan's whole army was in moYement.
I never knew whether or not Jackson actually made a formal demand for
the snrrender of the Federal garrison, but I had his own word for it that he
intended to do so. Besides, such a conrse was in harmony with the lmmanity
of his generous nature, and with liis constant practice of doing as little harm
as possible to non-combatants.
About an hour after my batteries opened fire those of A. P. Hill and Law
ton followed snit, and about 3 o'clock those of :i\IcLa,vs. Ent the range from
1\for:vland Heights being too great, the fire of l\IeLaws's gnns was ineffective,
the shells bursting in mid-air without reaching the enemy. From my posi
tion on Loudoun Heights my guns had a plunging fire on the Federal batteries
a thonsand feet below and clicl great execution. By 5 o'clock onr combined
fire had silenced all the opposing batteries except one or two guns east of
Bolivar Heights, which kept up a plucky bnt feeble response nntil night pnt
a stop to the combat.
During the night of the 1.Jth-]5th, �fojor (afterward Brigadier-General)
R. Lindsay ,Valker, chief of artillery of A. P. Hill's cli-vision, succeeded
in crossing the Shenandoah ,Yith several batteries, and placing them in
such a position on the slope of Loudoun l\Iountain, far below me, as to
commaml the enemy's works. 1\IcLaws got his batteries into position nearer
the enemy, and at daylight of the 15th the batteries of our five divisions were
pouring their fire on the doomed ganison. 'J1he fire of ID)' batteries, however,
was at random, as the enemy's position was entirely concealed by a dense fog
clinging to the sides of the mountain far below. Ent my artillerists trained
their guns by the previous clay's experience and delivered their fire through
the fog.
The Federal batteries replied promptly, and for more than an honr main
tained a spirited fire; bnt after that time it grew more and more feeble until
abont 8 o'clock, when it ceased altogether, and the garrison surrendered.
Owing to the fog I was ignorant of what had taken place, but surmisi1ig it, I
soon ordered my batteries to cease firing. Those of Lawton, however, con
tinued some minntes later. rrhis happened unfortunately, as Colonel Dixon
S. 1\liles, the Federnl commander, was at this time mortally wounded by a
fragment of shell while waving a white flag in token of s1urender.
It was pleasing to ns, perched upon the top of the mountain, to kno,v that
more than twelve thousand "boys in blne" below ns were stacking arms.
Such a situation has its pathetic side too, for after the first feeling of exulta
tion has passed there comes one of sympathy for the humiliation of the brave
men, who are no longer euemies, but unfortunate fellow-soldiers.
Some hours later, accompm1ied by two of my staff, I rode into Harper's
Ferry, and we were interested in seeing our tattered Confederates fraterniz-
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ing in the most cordial manner with their well-dressed prisoners. I was
introduced by General .A. P. Hill to Federal Brigadier-General ,Vhite. He
explained to me that although of superior rank to Colonel 1\Iiles he had
declined to assume command of the garrison, since he ,,·as at Harper's Ferry
by accident-"an unfortunate accident too," he added.
I am of the opinion that it ,Yonld haYe been practicable for Colonel 1\liles
to have escaped with the infantry of his garrison chll'ing the night of the
14th-15th, as did a body of thirteen hundred cavalry under Colonel" Grimes"
Davis.\ This enterprising young officer cro .. sed his caYalry to the 1\laryland
side of the Potomac oYer the pontoon bridge, and followed the road on the
berme side of the Cliesapeake and Ohio canal, leading north to Sharpsburg.
1\Iention of this very meritorious action is made in neither Federal nor Con
federate accounts of the capture of Harper's Ferry that haYe fallen under
my notice.* There is a strong probalJility that the infantry of the garrison
could haYe clone the same. It should be stated that DaYis not onl)· escaped
capture, but that he passed through Sharpsbm·g at daylight of the 15th, J
,,
and in crossing the Hagersto"n and ,, illiamsport road he destroyed the
greater part of Longstreet's reserve or,1nance trains.1,. This escape of Davis
from Harper's Ferry and Forrest's escape from Fort Donelson nncli:r Yery
similar circumstances sho" what a bold subordinate may achieYe after his
superior has lost heart.
No sooner had the snnencler of Harper's Ferry been assured than my
division took np its line of march to join General Lee. At :2 A. l'.I. of the 16tli
my adnml'e overtook the rear of Jal'kson's force, and about 8 o'clock in
the morniug [of the clay of the battle], after seeiug our commands safe across
the riYer at the ford below Shepherclsto,,n, Jackson aud myself "ent for
ward together to"TI'"ard Sharpsburg. As we rode nloug I mentioned my ruse in
opening fire on Harper's Feny. Kuov,ing the strictness of Jackson's ideas
in regard to military obedience, I felt a little doubtful as to what be would
say. ,Vhen I had finished my confession he ,,as silent for some minutes,
and then remarked: "It was jnst as "TI'"ell as it ,,as; hut I could not believe
that the fire you reported indicated the adYance of McClellan in force. It
seemed more likely to be merely a cavalry affair." Then after an interval of
silence, as if to himself, he continued: "I thought I knew l\lcClellan" (they
were classmates at ,Vest Point), "bnt this movement of bis puzzles me."
'\ Colonel Benjamin F. Davis of the 8th New
York Cavalry, familiarly known at West Point
and among his old army associates as "Grimes"
Davis. He was killed at Beverly Ford, June 0th,
1863. For some interesting details of his escape
from Harper's Ferry and subsequent march, see
page 613.-EDITORS.
)Ientionecl by General l\IcClellan.-EDITORS.
! According to a paper read by Captain Will
iam l\I. Luff, 12th Illinois Carnlry, before the

*

Illinois Commandery of the Loyal Legion, the
honr was 10 P. )I. of the 14th.-EDITORS.
Narrowly missing an encounter with the Re
serve Artillery under General William N. Pendle
ton, which cr�ssed Davis's track about eight miles
north of Sharpsbm·g:, about sunrise on the 15th.
General Pendleton says Davis was "perhaps less
than an hour ahead of us,'' and speaks of the large
wagon train then passing, which he took immedi
ate measures to protect.-EDITORS.
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of SeptemO ber,the 8th
lSG�, being
N

,;L.;__:,.

then in commaml
of the Union forees
-��,r •:,.. ,. at )lartinsburg, Vir
��- gi11ia, about 2500
of all arms, I re
portetl to General
Wool at Baltimore,
comma.ndingtheDe
partment, that the
ap
enemy '\'\"as
proaching from the
nOl'th in a force estimated at 15,000 to
••Mv w•T•••c••T.
20,000, and asketl
for instructions. General '\Yool replied:
"If 20,000 men Rhonld attacJ;: you, you will of eom•sp
fall back. Harper'� Ferry 'l'l"OUld be the best position I
coulll recommend." . . .
After reeonnoissance, anr1 sonw ,:kirmishing with
the enemy's atlvance [Sept. 11th], demonstrating
that bis forc-e was too large to be opposetl "ith
success, espeei:.illy as there were no tlefenses at
l\fartinsbnrg, the pest, in aeeonlance "·ith General
\Yool's vie,,s, was enwuated, all<l on the 12th
Harper's Ferry was reacbetl.
Upon my reporting to Colonel l\[iJes, the officer
in command, he showed me the following dispatch:
"WASHIXGTON, D. C., Sept. 7t,!J, 1862. COLONEL llIILES,
Harper's Ferry: Om· army [l\frC!e!lan's] is in motion;
it is important that Harper's Ferry be held to tlie latest
moment. The Government. has the utmost eonliclence in
you, aml is ready to p;ive you fnll rredit for Urn defenxc
it expects you to make. H. W. HALLECK, Gencrnl-in
Chief."

:-�t��:� ..-

In view of the foregoing dispatch, and of the fact
that I lrnd been ordered from Harper's Ferry to
the command at ::\Iartinsburg a few clays before
by General Wool, it was manifest that the authori
ties intende,1 to retain Colonel :i\liles in eommand
very properly so, as he was an offieer of forty years'
experience.
The defenses of Harper's Ferry, if worthy of the
name, compriserl a small work on the crest of
lllaryland Heights called Stone Fort; another well
down the western slope, where a battery of heavy
naval guns was established; anrl a line of intrench
rnents terminating at a work near the Potomac
called Fort Duncan,-hut this line was not oecnpietl
except at the upper end. [See map, p. GOG.]
On Bolivar Heights a line of l'ifle-pits exte]l(led
from near the Potomac southward to the Charles
town road, where a small work for the protection
of artillery was situated.
In the rear of this line eastwarrl, aml in the upper
part of th� town, was an earth-work known as Camp
Hill. Loudoun Heights (east of the Shenandoah)
were not occupied by our troops.
The troops constituting the garrison wero origi
nally disposed hy Colonel l\Iiles as follows: on
l\Iaryland Heights, about 2000; on Bolivar

Heights, from the Potomae to the Charlestown
road, thence at a right angle to the Shenandoah, a
distance in all of at least a mile and a half, 7000
men; in the work at Camp Hill, about 800; while
the remainder, about 1000, guarded the bridges
and other points on the riYers.
The distance from l\Iarylancl Heights to the
nearest point on Bolivar Heights by way of the
pontoon bri,lge was two and a quarter miles; to
the intersection of the Charlestown road, three
miles. Thus the principal points to be defended
were not within supporting distance of each other
in case of assault, nor was either of them properly
fortified.
On the 13th the divisions of Generals l\IcLaws
and R-. I-I. Anderson, by order of General Lee,
reached l\Iarylancl Heights, aml attacked the force
stationed there, under Colonel Ford, who after
some fighting abancloned the position-as he stated,
by order of Colonel l\liles; the latter, however,
denied having given such an order. Be this as it
may, it is certain that the enemy could easily have
taken it with the force at his eommand whenever
be ehose.
Ou the same day General ·walker, with a force
of the enemy estimated at eight tl10nsancl, had
taken posses:;ion of Loudoun Heights, and General
Jaekson with a much larger force had reacherl a
position in front of Bolivar Heights-thus com
pleting the investment of Harper's Ferry.
It bas generally been considered that Colonel
:l\liles should haYe tried to hohl niarylancl Heights
(on the north side of the Potomac), even if it
became necessary to mass his whele force there.
The reasons given by him to the writer for not
tloing so were: (1) That his orders requiretl him
to hold Harper's Ferry, and this would be a viola
tion of such orders; (:3) that water would be
inaceessible. l\Ioreow.r, it was manifest that if
the town of Harper's Ferry and the defensive line
on Bolivar Heights were evac,nated, the entire
forces of the enemy on the Virginia sitle of the
Potomac ,vonl!l reeross to the north side, envelop
ing our mall foree and at the same time concen
trating Lee's entire army in front of l\IeClellan;
while we should lrnYe given np the river-crossing,
which, as the contending armies were then placed,
eoustituted the only strategic ,·alne of Harper's
Ferry.
\Vbether this view was correct or not, it is a fact
that the maintenance of the line on Bolivar Heights
till the moming of September 15th preventerl the
presence of the tlivisions of Genera.ls A. P. Hill,
::\IcLaws, aml Anderson with Lee, until the 17th,
the clay of Antietam, being four full clays after
General l\IcClellan had reeeived a eopy of General
Lee's orders directing the movement against Har
per's Ferry, and disclosing the fact that fully one
third of his army 'l'l"as south of the Potomac, and
mueh more than that, including the force under
General l\TcLa.ws, engaged i11 the movement against
Harper's Ferry. Distinguished officers of the Con-
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federate army [Generals Longstreet and Walker
and Colonel Douglas, see pp. 604, 630, 663)
describe the situation of that part of Lee's army
north of the Potomac during the 14th, 15th, and
16th of September as one of "imminent peril,"
"very serious," etc., etc., virtually admitting that
it 1Uight then ha,·e been defeated.
'l'hus it will be seen that there were two shles to
the question whether Maryland Heights was the
key to Harper's Ferry under the then existing cir
cu1Ustances, and that the detention of the Confed
erate forces around that place was prolongell,
instead of abbreviated, uythe continued occupation
of Bolivar Heights by Colonel i\lilcs.
In the afternoon of the 14th General Jackson
moved forwanl with a Yiew to occupy the riLlge
whieh is a prolongation of BoliYar Heights south
of the Charlestown road and descends toward
the Shenandoah River.
To oppose this mo,ement troops were ach·ancerl,
but after a spirited engagement it was manifest
tlrnt we could not pre,ent his establishment in the
position sought, and at night our force was with
tlrawu ,vithin the lines of defense.
During the evening of the 13th a consultation
took place between the writer, then temporarily in
command of the cavalry, Colonel B. F. DaYis of
the 8th New York, and Lieutenant-Colonel Has
brouck Davis of the 1 :?th Illinois, at which it was
agreed that the mounted force conhl be of little
use in the defense - that the horses and equip
ments would be of great value to the enemy if cap
tlU'cd, and that an attempt to reach l\IcClellan
ought therefore to be made.
This proposition, made by Colonel B. J,'. Davis,
was warmly seconded by Colonel Davis of the 1�th
Illiuoi . The question whether the whole force
might not also escape was con:::idereLl, but was
negatived on the ground that infantry and artillery
could not march fast enough to succeed. Besides,
Colonel Miles considered that he had no right
under his orders to e,acuate the post.
After some hesitation and some sharp ,rnrds be
t\T een Colonels l\Iiles and B. F. Dans, the former
issued the order directing the eavalrr to move out
on the evening of the 14th. under the general
command of the senior officer, Colonel Arno Voss,
of the 1'..!th Illinois.
Un11er the inspiration and immediate direction
of the two Danses, who rode together at the head
of the column, the escaping force accomplishe,l
the brilliant achievement of reaching the Union
lines without the loss of a man, capturing on the
way a Confederate ammunition train of 07 wagons
and its escort of 600 men.
Graphic accounts of this daring and successful
exploit have been published by Major Thomas
Bell of the 8th New York, Major W. i\1. Luff of the
1::!th lllinois, and Sergeant Pettengill of the 1st
Rhode Island Cavalry- all of "born were partici
pants, and I regret that the limits of this article
do not permit the recital here.
There were other incidents in the history of the
events under consideration highly creditable to
the troops constituting the garrison of Harper's
Ferry. General Kershaw's report to General

l\IcLaws of the capture of l\Iarylaud Heights, on
the 13th, states that he met with a '' most obsti
nate resistance" from our force stationed there,
'· a fierce fire being kept up at a distance of one
hundred ya1·ds," and it was not till he had sent
General Barksdale's brigade to attack the works in
rear that the heights were evacuated.
The fighting with Jackson's advance in front of
Bolinir Heights, on the afternoon of the 14.th and
on the morning of the 1Pith, by the troops posted
in that quarter, was deliberate, systematic, and
plucky. The artillery vms admirably lrnncllcd, and
if there batl been anything like an equality of po
sition. its effect woulu have lJeen more decided.
It would be invidious to specify the action of cer
t-..tin brigades, regiments, or batteries, but common
justice to these troops requires that the foregoing
statement of their service be matle.
Soon after daylight on the morning of the 15th
fire was opened by the enemy's artillery, compris
ing nearly or quite fifty pieces. Those established
at the southern extremity of BoliYar Heights com
pletely enfiladed that part of our line extending
from the Charlestown road northward to the Poto
mac; those placed on the south-western slope of
Loudoun Heights, and on the west side of the
Shenandoah near by, delivered their fire at an
acute angle to om· line, being ha.If enfilade; those
at or near the crest of Loudoun Heights took us
in reverse; allll still others in the valley ueyond
Bolivar Heights fired dir.;ctly at om front.
The fire was chiefly converge1l upon the batteries
we had established at and near the intersection
of Bolivar Heights and the Charlestom1 road,
that being the point upon \Vhich it was manifest
that General Jackson woukl deliver the expected
assault.
The ,ITiter, being in command of the forces in
this quarter, ordereLl the massing of the artillery
there and the mo,ements of the regiment holding
Camp Hill to the front. These onlers, as I after
ward learned, were countermanded by Colonel
::\Jiles, who deemed it necessary to retain a force
near the rfrer-crossing; at all events the order
was not executed.
'fhe artillery fire continued until ba,lf-past S in
the morning, when it was apparent the assault
might be expected immediately. At this time Col
onel i\Iiles ,isited the work at the Charlestown road
and said to the writer that the situation seemed
hopeless, and that the place might as \VC'll be
surrendered rrithout further sacrifice of life. It
was replied that such a step should only be taken
upon the judgment of a council of ,var; whereupon
Colonel ::\Iiles called the commamlers of brigades
together, ,vho, after consultation, and with great
reluctance on the part of some, voted unanimously
for capitulation if honorable terms could be ob
tained, for the following reasons:
First. The officer commanding hall lost all con
fidence in bis ability fmther to defend the place,
and was the fu·st to advise surremler.
Second. 'fhere \Vas no reason to hope that the
attenuated line on Bolirnr Heights could be main
tained, even for half an horn·, against the greatly
superior force massed for the assault, supported if
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necessary by an attack ou our rear by Generals
-walker antl l\foLa'\l"s.
Third. Great as '\\"as the disparity in numbers,
the tlisparity in position '\\"as greater. Harper's
Feny and Boli,·ar Heights were dominated by
i\Iarylantl :i,utl Loudoun Heights, and the other
positions helcl lJy the enemy's artillery. The crest
of l\farylaud Heights is at an elevation of 1 0G0
feet; the southern point, nearest Harper's Ferry,
6,U) feet; Loudoun Heights, 05-1 feet. The
south-'\l"estem slope of the latter mHl the grom1ds
near by, west of the Shenandoah, where batteries
of the enemy were plaeed, were 300 to GOO feet
high. The elevation of Bolivar He1ghts is about
300 feet, while Camp Hill and the town of Har
per's Ferry are still lower. Thus all our movements
of men or guns du:ring the engagements of the 14th
and 15th, as well as the effect of their own plung
ing fire, were plainly visible from the enemy's
signal-station on Loudonu Heights. No effective
reply could be made to the fire from these elevated
positions, no suitable defenses existed from which
to resist the assault, and there was no opportunity
ou the morning of the 1Gth to change our position,
even if there had been a better one to occupy.
Fourth. 'fo await the assault, then impending,
with no hope of even a temporary successful resist
ance, ditl not seem to justify the sncrifici, of life
consequent upon sueh a course-the situation
\Jeing regarded as one of the unfortunate chnll(•es
of war, unaYoi,lable 11111ler existing circumstances.
I wns appointed by <_'nlonel l\Iiles eommissioner
to arrange the terms of C'apitulation, and at the
urgent request of other oflieers I accepted the
unwelcome ,lnty, iu the hope of obtaining honor
ahle eornlitions. Tmme,liately nftet the council
hroke up Colonel i\!iles was ·mortally wouwled;
he ,lied the next day.
As commissioner I was received ve1·y eourteo11»ly
by the Confederate officers, and the terms of capit
ulation agreetl upon with Gener:li A. P. Hill pro
vi,lcd that all prinite p1·operty of i11dh-id11als autl
the sitle-arms of offieers shou!tl be retained by
them. Refugees, of ,,born there were a C'ousicler
able number, were 11ot to be treated as prisoners,
except sneh, if any. as were tleserters from the
ConfederatP army. There were none of this l'lass.
All the Union troops were immediately paroled,
not to serve again until regularly exehangetl. A
number of the prominent officers of the Confed
Prate army spoke of our situation as hopeless from
the hour when the iuYestment was completed.
Harper's Ferry is not \lefensible by a force infe
rior to that attacking it, unless the snrroumling
heights he well fortifictl, and each of them held h;•
a force snffil'ieut to maintain itself uusupporteLl
hy the others. Tt was this which tloubtless
prompted the advice gin'n l.1y Genernl ;_\fcC!ellan
to General Halleck, before tho investment, that
the garrison he withdrawn.
The battle of South Monntaiu was fought hy Ge11eral �IcC!ellau, on the J 4th of September, against
a force of the enemv not more than two-thi�·tls as
large as that encountcre,l hy him at Antietam.
After the mountain passes hatl becu carried, if a
prompt aLlvance down Pleasant Valley had been

made by his largely preponderating force, there
seems good reason to believe that Harper's Ferry
would ha,e been relieved, the river-crossing at
that phice secnred, the reunion of Lee's army,
separated as it was by the Potomac, rendered dif
ficult, if not impossible, and the capture or disper
sion of a 1:-irge part of it probaLle.
The onlers issued by General l\IcC!ellan to Gen
eral Franklin, commanding the Sixth Corps, on the
night of the 13th, aunonnced his purpose to do
these very things, and directed that Crampton's
Gap -the pass nearest Harper's Feny - be car
rietl at whatever cost. The enemy in front of Gen
eral Franklin was then to be '' cut off, destroyed,
or captured, aml Harper's Ferry relieved." 'l'he
tlispatch concludes with the remark: "l\Iy general
idea is to cut the enemy in two, and beat him in
detail.'' The column to l1e thus interposed between
the enemy aml Harper's Ferry eousisted of General
Franklin's corps only-subseqnently reenforced hy
General Couch's division of the Fourth Corps. The
imminent peril of Harper's }'erry hatl been known
to General l\IcC!ellan from the inception of the
eampaign. He had advised the withdrawal of the
garrison, a.utl had predicted it.s loss if left there,
before he left Washington.
No tlirect measures were taken by him,however,
for the relief of the post, until after his reeeipt on the
13th of General Lee's onler tletaehing a large part
of his army for its capture, which foree had then
eompletecl its im·estment. Early on the moming
of the 14th General ;_\IcC!e!lan had been informed
by Colonel l\li!cs, through i\!ajor Russell of the
1st l\Tarylaml Cavalry, who, with great courage and
tact, had ma,le his way during the night tl!rongh
the enemy's liues, that Ha1·per's Feny could not
he held more than forty-eight homs -from the
time the comier left-viz., till the 15th.
Tims the time within which to rclie,·e that post
harl heen reduced to the minimum, so that suecess
depended upon the prompt aud vigorous acl,anee
of a force largo enough to readily overcome such
of the enemy as stootl in the way. Unfortunately,
General Franklin's command was not sufficient to
accomplish this vitally important purpose.
After reeeiviug the oruers, he was not able to
get his command into action until midday of the
14th, anrl met with such determined resistance
thnt it was not nutil near nightfall, and after a
loss of more than five hundred in killed anrl
wounderl, that he had forced the pass and fonncl
himself on the west si,lc of the mountain in Pleas
ant Yaller, confronted by an increased force of
the enemy, with plenty of artillery adrnntagconsly
posted.
The attack on Turner's Gap b? the main bo,ly of
the army, although successful, did not result. as
General ::\lcClellau had cxpectetl, in relieYing Gen
eral Franklin of the enemy in his front; and the
latter, as shown in his tlbpatches of the morning
of tho 15th, tlcclinecl to attack nnle;::s ree11fo1·ectl.
But the time within which it was possihle to re
lieve Harper's Ferry had then passerl, even if the
place had been held rlming the whole of that rlay.
During the afternoon of the 14th om guns at
Harper's Ferry, engaged with Jackson's forees,
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were cheeringly res1Joll(led to by those of General
Franklin at Crampton's Gap; but afte1· 4 o'clock
of that day, and on the moming of the 15th, th�re
was no sound of couflict iu that direction, and the
hope of relief from l\IcClellan, which the proxim
ity of the firing had inspired, was abandoned.
Harper's Ferry was doomed, and as affecting this
result, it dill not matter whether the garrison oc
cupied the town or either of the adjacent heights,
nor whether the surrender took place hefore or
after an assault, because it icas s11n·o1111decl V!/ the
whole of Lee's army.
I must not be understood as presuming to eriti
cise the conduct of this campaign by General
l\lcClellan. 'fhc object of this article, as before
stated, is only to relate the historical facts bear
ing upon the subject in hand; therefore, no com
mentary is made upon the questions whether his
advice that the garrison of Harper's Ferry be
withdrawn should have been adopted, whether be
might have marched his army towanl Harper's
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Ferry faster, or whether he might and should have
detached a large1· force for the pmposes indicated
in bis orders to General Franklin. l\Ianifestly it
was his llesign to relieve that post, bnt the meas
ures taken llid not succeed.
It has been often asserted that Harper's Ferry
might have held out allay or two longer, but of
those who have claimed that it could have been
longer held, no one bas yet, so far as the writer is
informed, stated /1011• a garrison mostly of recruits
nnder fire for the first time could have success
fully defended an area of three square miles, as
sailed from all sides by veterans three times their
number, posted, with artillery, in positions com
manding the whole field. The writer, with due
clefcrenee, expresses the opinion that the force
under Jackson eouhl have carriell the place by as
sault within an hour after his arrival before it, or
at any time thereafter prior to the sunender, in
spite of any resistance which under the circum
stances could haYe been made.)

STONEWALL JACKSON'S TNTEN'flONS AT HARPER'S FERRY.
I. BY BRADLEY T. J0HXS0N, BRIGADIER-GEXERAL, C. S. A.

i\ JrAJ0R-GENERAL .J. G. \YALKER, in his interest

J_\'J_ ing paper in "The Centw'y" (June, 1SSGJ,
states that after he had occupied Lolllloun Heights
O!l Septemlier 14th, be receiYed a dispatch from
General Jackson, by signal, substantially as follows :
,; Harper's Ferry is now completely invested. I
shall summon its commander to snncnde1·. Should
he refuse, I will give him twenty-four hours to re
move the non-combatants, and then carry the
place by assault. Do not fire unless forced to."
[See p. GOD.]
Referring to the statement malle by me in an ad
dress before the Association of the Army of Nortb
em Virginia, October 23d, 18S4, that on the 14th
of September General Jackson signaled the order
to both 1\foLaws and Walker, "Fire :1t such posi
tions of. the enemy as will be most effective," Gen
eral \Valker says: "I am, of course, ignorant of
what Jackson may have signaled l\IcLaws, but it
is certain I received no such order." General
Walker then goes on to show that Jackson deter
mined to give the commanding officer of Harper's
Ferry twenty-four hours before he carried the
place; that he, General Walker, was satisfied that
the delay of twenty-four hours wonld be fatal to
General Lee,-as i.t would have heen; that, there
fore, against orllers not to fire until he was forced
to, he determined to be forcE>d; and that he secm'ed
this encl hy the display of two North Carolina
regiments, under Colonel J\T. ,v. Ransom, in line
of battle on Loudoun Heights, i.n full view of
the Federal batteries on Bolivar Heights. As be
expected, he says, "they at once opened a heavy
but harmless fire upon my regiments, which af
forded me the wished-for pretext. Withdrawing

the infantry to the safe sille of the mountain, I
directell my batteries to reply."
Thus it would appear that General Walker
forced the attack on Harper's Ferry, aud preYented
the delay of t,venty-four hours v.'hich General Jack
so11 proposed to giYc; and that to this prompt
attack was due the capture of Harper's Feny, arnl
the salrntion of that part of the Army of Northcm
Yirginia which, with Lee, Lo11gstreet, and D. H.
Hill, was waiting at Sliarpslmrg the reduction of
the force at the former place, and the reenforcement
of Lee by Jackson, J\IcLaws, and \Valker after
Harper's Ferry had fallen. Twenty-four hours'
flelay would have postponecl the fall of Harper's
Ferry, and the battle of the 17th would have been
fought by LongstrE>et and D. H. Hill alone, who
would have been destroyed by 1IcClellan before
Jackson could baYe come up.
I prepared the address before the Association
of the Army of Northem Virginia afte1· careful
study of tlrn records and reports of both sides, and
all accessible accounts of the battle of Sharpsburg,
and believe every statement made by me can he
substantiated hy the rceord, or by the statements
of eye-witnesses. Unless General Walker has a
copy of the dispateh referred to by him, l respect
fully submit that his recollection is in error;
that no intention 'i'l·as ever entertained by Jack�cn
of giving twenty-four hours' delay; aud that Gen
eral Jackson himself garn the order to \Yalkcr aml
::\IcLaws to open fire, exactly as state,1 by me.
The reasons for believing that General \Yalker is
mistaken in thinking that be e,·er received the
order referred to by him, or one in any way inti
mating an intention of giving twenty-four hours'

) The report of the l\Iilitary Commission eensurecl General Julins "\\.hite mC'l'itf'<l the approbation of tlie
Colonels l\Iiles and Ford and J\Iajor Baird. It affirmed CommisAinn, aclclilli!', "He appC'ars from t.bc e,iclcuee to
that there was nothing in the eonclnct of Colonels have acted with cleciclecl capability arnl conrage."EDITORS.
D'Utassy an·a Trimble to call for ccnsme; and that
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delay, seem to me to Le conclusive. Colonel H.
Kyd Douglas was aide-de-camp to Jackson, and
occmpied, particularly in t.hat campaign, pecnliarly
confidential relations to him. His home was near
Sharpsburg and ShepherdstoITn, the scene of opera
tions, and he pro1Jal1l5• lmew as much of General
Jacksan's intentions as any man lil'ing. He tells
me he never hearll of any such projected delay.
The "101:>t oru.er "No. 1fl1 -from General Lee to
Jackson, ·walker, aud l\kLa"s- specially directs
·walker aml l\IcLttws to be iu position on Loudoun
anrl l\farrlan,1 Heights respectively by Fri.clay
morniug. September 12th, and Jackson to take
possession of the Baltimore aml Ohio railroad by
Friday morning arnl '' intercept such of the enemy
as may attempt to escape from Harper's Peny."
Jackson's a,dvauce division reached the vicinity
of Harper's Ferry during Saturday forenoon, the
13th; Walker and l\IcLaws reached the clesi.gnatell
paints Satnnlay night, hut were not in position for
offensive action until �eptember 14th.
Now, -when the army was moving to the posi
tions assigne<l by" Special Orders No. 1 fl1," it wa8
a matter of common knowle<lge that l\IcClellan's
a,.lYance was in contact with our rear. Hampton
had a sharp affair in the streets of Frederick late
on the 12th. Fitz Lee, hanging on to the ad,auce,
located l\IcClellan aml reported his presence to
Stuart, who held the mountain pass o,·er Catoctin
at Hagan's. During the 13th Stuart delayed the
advance of the Federal infantry through l\Iicldle
town Valley by stnrllily defending the practicable
points on the National road.
On the 14th, when, a.ccordingto General \Valker,
Jackson, then a clay late, proposed to give the co111mande1· of Harpe1·'s Fl'rry t.1Ye11ty-four hours'
delay, aml General \Valker, in order to prevent
that delay, clrew the fire of the Federal gnns on
him on Loudoun Height::<, Franklin's corps attacked
Crampton's Gap about noon, an,1 after a sha1·p
rlefense dro,·e l\Innforcl through the mountain pass.
Now Crampton',; Gap is in full ,;ight of Loudoun
Heights. not fom miles off as the crow flies, and is
in rear of l\IcLa1Ys's position on l\Iarylancl Heights.
Jackson then lrnew that l\IeClellan "·as thundering
in his rear. Walke1· and l\IcLaws could see the
battle aml hear the gnus at <'rampton's, and \\'alker
could also :-;ee the fight at South l\lonntain.
It wouhl have bec11 contrary to every known
charneteristie of the chief of the "Foot Cavalry"
for him to have given his adversary twenty
four hours' bre:Lthing-time, nmler any circum
stances, anywhere, and ntterly impossible for
him to l1ave done so under these circumstances
at this time.
General Jackson did send General \Yalker an
order l.>y signal: "I do not desire any of the bat
teries to open until all a1·e rea,lv on l�oth sides of
the rive1·, exce11t .vou should fintl it necessar,·
&,, of
which yon must jnJ.ge for vom·self. I -will let vou
knelY when to open all th� hatteries."
In the \Yar Records office mav 110 seen the
report of Captain ,J. L. Bartlett, �i.gnal officer of
Jackson's carps. It contains t.he order to Walker
and l\IcLaws quoted by me in my address: "Fire
at such positions of the enemy as will be most

effective." This order General .,Walker does not
recollect to have received. It certainly -was sent
by Captain Bartlett to \'lalker's signal officer,
uud jnst as eertai.nly received by the latter. It is
hardly possihle that so important an order, at
such a time, sbouhl not have been forwarded by
the signal officer to General Walker. The follow
ing order "·as also sent from Captain Bartlett's
signal-station to General "'a.lker's officer on Lou
doun Heights:
"Special Orders

Ko. -

HEADQU.ARTEllS \.ALLEY DISTllJCT,

8eptcmber 14, 1SG2.
"l. To-day l\lajol'-General lllcLa-ws will attacl, so as to
sweep witl! !Jis nrtillery tl!e ground occnpie<l by t!Je
enemy, talrn his 1.,atteries in reYersc, an<l otherwise
operate against him as circumEtauccs nmy justify.
"2. Briga<lie1·-Ge ueral Walker will take in reverse t!Je
hat.tery on the tul'npikc, rmd also sweep witl! bis :util
JerJ· tl!c ground oc<'npied by the enemy, and silence
t-he battery 011 the isla,ml iu tl!c Shenandoah, sl!oultl !Jo
fiml a b,ittery there.
"3. 111 ajor-Gcucral A. P. Hill will 1rnive along the left
hank of the Slienalllloal1, and thus tnrn tl!e enemy's left
1lank aml !'ntel' ll:ll'per'13 FerrJ·.
"4. Unga,li,·r-Gcneral Lawton will rno,e along the
tlll'll]like for tile purpose of snppor(ing Genel'al Hill aml
otl1crwi�f' 01lcrnting against the enemy on the. left of
General Ifill.
"5. Brigaclicr-Gcneral Jones -will. witl! one of l!is
hrigadeR and a battCl',1"" of artillery, make a demoustra•
ticm ngainRt the cnem,'s right.; the reurnining part uf
his tliYitiiun ·will constit1:tc the rcsen·e nml 1110\'e along
t-he turnpike.
"By order of lllnjor-Gencral Jack�on:
�, VfILLL\iI L. JACI'\SUN,
"Acting Assist nut Adjutant-General."
Captain Bartlett, after reporting all messages
and orders sent through his station, among which
were the foregoing, says, '' If any other dispatches
or O!'ders were sent at Harper's Ferry, it was done
at other post:; than miue.''
Now, there was no signal officer except Cap
tain Bartlett attached to Jackson's headquarters,
communicating "ith Loudoun Heights, aml his
report thus shows all the orders sent by Jackson
to Yi'alker. Tl.1e one quoted lJy General Walker is
not among them; the one quoted byme is. There
fore, inasmuch as it appears that the investing
foree nnrler Jackson was twenty-four hours l>ehind
the time fixell hy General Lee fol' eompletiug the
iuvestment of Haq,er's Feny, and that Generals
Jaeksou and l\IeLaws knew that l\IcClellan had
heen in Frederick on the 12th, only t-wenty miles
off; and that iicClellan was actually attaeking at
Crampton's, tb!'ee 01· four rniles from Ha1·per's
Ferry; a.ull that Lee, Longstreet, and D. H. Hill
wel'e then north of the Potomac, and in imminent.
danger of being eut off from the rest of the army
a,t Hnrper's Pel'l'y; and that Gene!'al Jackson llicl,
in fact, send the order, cited by me, to \Yalker ancl
l\IeLaws to fii·e at such positions of the enemy as
wonld he most effective, and tlid, in fact, as soon
as his troops "·ere i.n position. completing the
i.n ,·estment, i�sue an order of battle for the assault
on Harper's Ferry: taking all these facts into con
Rideration, we 11111st belieYe that General "'alke1·
is mistaken as to the order he thinks he received,
a.ud that General Jackson never issued such order,
nor entertained the idea of delaying th·e attack.
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II. BY HENRY KYD DOUGLAS, COLONEL, C. S. A.

L-. his article in "The Century" for June, 18S5,
on" Harper's Ferry and Sharpsbm·g," General Johu
G. \Valker said, in substance, that General Jack
son, after Harper's Ferry \\'as invested, informed
him that he intended to summon the Federal com
mander to surrender, and, should he refuse, then to
give him twenty-four hours to remove the non
combatants before making au assault; but that
he, General Walker, being better advised as to the
movemeuts of General l\IcClellan, became impa
tient of tbe delay, and by a piece of mild strategy
forced the assault, and thereby hasteued the sur
render of Harper's Ferry, sa\·ed Jackson from
being "compromised," and Lee from being driven
into the Potomac. [See pp. 60-!-611.]
With the help of such notes as I have. confirm
ing my recollection, and the official reports cor
roborating thmn, I will briefly examine General
Walker's statement.
I think I may safely assume that General ,Jack
son, being in immediate coU1U1nnica,tion, by signal,
with General ?.IcLaws (who was in contact with the
enemy), and with Geueral Lee both by signal
through l\lcLaws and by a constant line of cou
riers, knew at least as much about the movements
of General l\IcClellan and the situation of the rest of
our army as General \Valker, on Loudoun Heights,
could possibly know.
Jackson reached Harper's Ferry on Saturday,
September 13th, and immediately shut up his side
of the pen. l\IcLaws and Walker were not yet in
position, their delay being doubtless unavoidable.
Let us see whether ,Jackson was iu danger of com
promising himself by 1,ant of activity. The next
day at 7: 20 A. 1\1., in anticipation that l\IcLaws
and \Valker would soon be reafly, he sent to
l\IcLaws a characteristic lette·r of instl'nctions. As
will appear, a copy of this letter was dou ht.less sent
to Walker, and will help to explain one of the
errors into which he has fallen. That letter looks
to quick work. But although Jackson was ready,
there were obstacles in the way of immediate
action. General Jackson says that, separated hy
the Potomac and Shenandoah from l\IcLaws and
Walker, he resorted to signals,"all<l that before the
necessary orders were thus transmitted the day was
far adva,nced." General A. P. Hill says, in effect,
that it was afternoon before the signals from l\lary
laud and Loudoun Heights notified Jackson that
"all was ready," and then Jackson ordered him
against the euemy. General l\Icl,aws says the
morning of the 1-!th was occupied cutting a road for
artillery, and that by � P. 111. he had four pieces in
position on l\Iaryla,ud Heights. General Walker
says tl,at at half-past 10 he succeeded in notifying
Jackson that he was ready, and Captain Bartlett,
the signal officer of Jackson, n�ports to the same
effect. Jackson then ordered \Valker to "wait"
for l\IcLaws. Every one at headquarters kuew
how impatient General Jackson was at the una
voidable loss of time. He had written the l\lcLaws
letter very early in the morning, and in further
preparation for prompt and decisive action he
dictated to Colonel Jackson his "special order"
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for the attack, aud as soon as it was practicable
issued it. It speaks for itself. He also issued bis
joint oruer to l\lcLaws and \Valker-" Fire at such
positions of the enemy as will be most effective."
\Valker openell fire about 1 P. :r.r.-whether shortly
before or shortly after this joint order does not
appear, and is of little importance. l\IcLaws began
about 2 P. 11r. He says \Valker and Jackson were
both at it before him.
Hill movell promptly,
and did enough of work that afternoon arnl
night, as he says, "to seal tlrn fate of TT arper's
Ferry," with the assistance of l\TcLa.w:;; a,nd Walker.
At :, o'clock the next morning I was sent by Geu
eral Jacksou to Llirect the movement of Jones's
tlivision at first dawll, and at daylight everybody
was in action, aud Harper's Perry speedily surren
dered. In euergy, Jackson at Harper's Feny sim
ply paralleled himself; he could llo no more. " Let
the 1,ork be done thoroughly," lie had said to
l\IcLa1,s; a11d it was.
\Vas General Jacksou pushed to this aetfrity
by General \Vnlk<'r, aml wonltl he otherwise l1ave
given Colonel l\Iiles twenty-four hours to re
move uou-combatauts before assault, and thus
have imperiled General Lee beyond hopP. '? I will
treat this question soberly, as becomes the gravity
of GeneraI. \Valker's statcmeut and his regard for
General Jackson's reputation. But, as the matter
now presents itself, I will submit the reasons for
thinking General \\Talker is mistakell in regard to
the dispatch be says he received from General
Jackson respecting the twenty-four hours' delay.
It is kno1,u now that Jackson never rlicl summon
the enemy to snrremler, aml in his report he makes
no mention of such a pm·pose. I find in my notes
this item in regard to the 1-!th: "It was late in
the afternoon when l\IcLaws was ready for action
too late to effect anything on that day. Preparn
tions were ma,le for au assault early the next
morning. I am not aware that General Jackson
made any demaud for the surrender of the gar
rison." There is nothing in the reports of Hill,
l\IcLaws, ,Jones, or Walker, touching the matter of
a contemplated demand for sunender, or any de
lay by reason thereof. Captain Bartlett's report
as signal officer-the only one kuowu to have sent
signal dispatches het1,eeu .Jackson and Walker
contains no such order as the one quoted by Gen
eral Walker. If such a message had been sent to
Walker, it would. of course, have been seut also
to Hill and l\IcLaws, arnl they make no mention
of it. It could not have gone to l\IcLa\YS except
through Bartlett, and he smely would have made
a note of it. General Walker says it was after
Jackson was informed that l\lcLaws was in pos
session of l\Iaryland Heights that the dispatch
was sent to him. This was not earlier thau ::? P. J\I. ,
and before that time \Valker had opened fire, aml
Jackson had issued the joint order, "Fire," etc..
and had followed it up with his specific "special
order," prepared beforehand. In fact, General
,Jackson knew the urgency of the situation better
than General Walker, and it is simply incredible
that he contemplated a delay of twenty-four hours
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for any purpose. General \Yalker must be mis
taken. It does not follow, however, that be has
no ground for bis mistake. I have said that the
substance of Jackson's enrly letter to J\IcLn:ws
must have been sent to "~alker. That letter looks
to an attaek bv Walker 011 an island bnttery in the
Shenandoah, a·utl dnriug the morning a dispatch to
Jack�ou from Loudoun Heights says: ''Vi'alker
,.
can't get position to bear OJI island, -showing
that 'i'lalker had in some way been instructed with
regard to it. (It would seem that Jackson's" spe
cial order'' must have been prepared iu the moru
ing· aurl before the receipt of the dispatch from
\Yalker, for in it he gives instructions to ·walker
touching that island battery.) In the McLaws
letter, Jackson speaks of a flag of trnce to get out
non-combatants should the enemy not surrender;
but the spirit of t.hat letter is agai11st an)· delay. I re
member the question of a demand for surrender was
vaguely talked of at headquarters by the staff. It is

likely they got the idea from the l\IcLaws letter, for
I never heard the general [Jackson] say anything
ou the subjec;t, and every indication was against
auy delay iu making the a sanlt. I merely throw out
the suggestion to accouHt for the error of memory
into which I think General Walker has fallen.
·whatever plll'pose Geneul Jackson at first had to
elemaml a surrender or to consider 11011-combatants,
his ruling anxiety was for the speedy fa]] of Har
per's Ferry. It may be.that a little reflection satisfied
him, after writing the J\IcLaws letter, that the
citizens of the town would be iu little danger from
the firing of l\JcLaws and Walker at the enemy on
Bolivar Heights, and that he dismissed that con
side1·ation from his mind. If this humane purpose
ever took <1efinite shape in his intentions, the1·e was
never any occasion to execute it, and it would now
be of little consequence had not General Walker
attempted to give it such strange form and sig
nificance.

THE OPPOSING FORCES AT HARPER'S FERRY, VA.
September l�-15, lSG�.
The cnrupositiou. losses, arnl strength of each arm.I' as hen' state,! ;.;in, the i;:-ist of all the ,Jam ohtaiual,Je in tl,e Otlicial
Records. K. sta.u<ls for killed; w for wournle1l; 111 w for 111ort:1lly wunucle1l; 111 for capturec.\ or missing; c for ca1ltllt't•<l.

THE UNION FORCES.

Col. Dixon S. }Iilcs (Ill w). Brig.-Gen . .Jnlins "'bite.
Brigade Cnmmcmders: ColOJJ('l8 F. G. D'Utassy, Will Y., Col. Elialdm Sherrill (w), l\Iaj. "'illiam JI. J3aird;
iamH. Trimble, ThomasH. ForcI. and Willlam G. Ward. Ohio Battery, Capt. Benjamin F. Potts; 32d Ohio, l\Iaj.
Troops: J2tb Ill. Cav.. Col. Arno Yoss; l\I, 2d Ill. Al't,'y, Syh·ester 111. Hewitt; 60th Ohio, Lient.-Col. Noah II.
Cnpt. .John C. I'billipR: 65th Ill., Col. Daniel Cameron; Uixou; 87th Ohio, Col.Henry B. Banning; 7th Squad
15th Ind. Battery, Capt. .John C. II. von Sehlen; Ind. Bat ron R. I. Cav., l\Iaj. Augustus W. Corliss; 9th Vermont,
tery, Capt. Silas F. Higby: 1st l\Id. Cav. (detacbmcut), Col. Geor�e .J. Stannard.
Capt. Charle� II. Russell; HattaU01111r,1. Cav., l\Iaj.Henry
The total Union loss in the actions 011 l\Iaryland
A. Cole; 1st l\I<l., P.H. Brig:1tlc, Col. Willinm P. l\Ianls Heights and at Harper's Ferry aud Bolivar Heights
by: 3d l\Itl., P. H. Brigade. Lient.-Col. Stephen \\'. was 4-1 killed, 173 wounded. and 12,520 captured= 12,737.
Downey; 8th N. Y. Ca\"., Col. Ill'lljamin F. DaYis; _\, 5th (l\Iost of thewonudetl were probably r01mted among the
N. Y. II. Art'y, Capt. .John II. Graham: F, 5th N. Y. H. captured.)
Art'.r , Capt. En�cnc l\IcGratb; 12th N. Y. (militia), Col.
The Confederate force employed at Harper's Ferry con
William G. Wnrcl; 30th N. Y., Mnj. Hugo Hiltlebrandt; sisted of the commands of Generals Jarkso11, l\IcLaws
llltb :X. Y.. Col. JeR�P 1-cgoinc; ll5th N. Y., Col. Simeon (including R.H. Anderson'R division), and Walker. For
Sammon; 125th N. Y., Col. George L. "'illarcl; 126th N. eomposition of these forces iu detail, see pp. 600-602.
THE HISTORICAL BASIS OF '\'IHITTIEH'S '' BARBARA FRIETCHIE."

T

BY GEORGE 0. SElLliEHIER.)

HAT Barbara Frietchie liYed is not <le11ied. That
she died at the advanced age of DO years and is
buried ju the lmrial-ground of the German Re
formed Chmch in Frederick is also true.
There is only 011e account of Stonewall Jackson's
entry into Frederick, and that wa;; written by a
Union army surgeon who was in charge of the
bospita 1 there at the time. "Jackson I did not
get a look at to recognize him," the doctor wrote
on the ::l 1st of Septemher, "though I must ha>'e
seen him, as I witnessed the pas�age of all the
troops through the town." Not a word about
Barbara Frietc-hie and this incideut. Dr. Olfrer
\Yew]ell Holmes, too, was in Frederick soon after
ward, on his way to find his sou, reported mortally
wouuded at Antietam. Such a story. bad it been
true, coulcl scarce]�· have failed to reach his ears.
and he would u11doul)tedly have told it iu bis de-

lightfnl chapter of war reminiscences, "l\Jy Hunt
for the Captain,'' had be heard it. Barbara
Frietchie had a flag, aml it is now in the possession
of l\[rs. Handsehue and her daughter, l\Irs. Abbott,
of Frederick. l\Irs. Handscbue was the niece and
adopted danghter of lllrs. Frietchie, aud the flag
came to her as part of her inheritance, a cnp out
of which General '\Yashington drank tea when he
spe11t a night iu Frederick in 1701 being among
the Frietehie heirlooms. This flag which l\Irs.
Hantlschue and lier daughter so religiously preserve
is torn, but the banner was not rent with seam and
gash from a rifle-blast; it is torn -only this and
nothing more. That J\Irs. Frietchie did not ,vave
the flag at Jackson's me11 l\Irs. Handscbne posi
tively affirms. The flag-waving act was done, how
ever, by l\h-s. l\Iary S. Quantrell, another Frederick
woman; but Jackson took no notic(! of it, and

! Coll(lensc,1 from a contribution to the "Philadelphia Times" for .July 21st, 1886.-EDITORS.
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before General Reno was liillcll he came to S!'eaunt nml
bad a talk with her."

as :Mrs. Quantrell TI"as not fortunate enough to
find a poet to celebrate her deed she never became
famous.
Colonel Henry .Kytl Douglas, who was with Gen
eral Jackson every minute of his stay in .1:<'rederic k,
declares in an article in "'l'hc Century" for June,
ISSG, that Jackson never saw Barbara Frictchie,
and that Barbara never saw Jackson. 'l'his story
is borne out by :l\Irs. Frietchie's relatives.
As already said, Barbara Frietehie hatl a flag
and she waved it, not 011 t:he Gth to Jacksou's men,
but on the I:Jth to Bumsitle's.
Here is the :-tory
as told hy Mrs. Abbott,l\Jrs. Harnlschue's daughter:
"Ja<Jkson mul llismen had been in Fr0tlerick a11<l had
left a short time before. We were glatl that thcrehels hall
goue and that our troops came. :i\Iy mother aud t li,ecl
almost opposite aunt's place. She au<l my mother's
eousiu, Harriet Youer, livetl together. l\Iotiler saitl
J should go :rn<l see auut au!I tell her uot to be
frightene!l. You know that aunt was then almost
ninety-six yenr:; oltl. When t rca<JhC!l aunt's pl:ico she
knew as much 0,9 t lliu about matters, au<l cou�iu IIar
riet wns with her. '.rhey were ou the front porch,
and aunt was leaning on the cane she always <'arrie<l.
Wilen the troops marcllcd along aunt wa,e<l l!er hallfl,
anu cheer after cheer went up from tlle men as tl!cy saw
l!er. Somo eveu ran into the yar!l. 'God hkss yon, old
lacly,' · Let mo tnlrn yon by the han!l,' • .:\Iayyon li\'elonp;,
.1·ou dear oh! son!,' erie!l ouo after the other, as they
rushed. into the yaru. .A.nut bciup; rather feeble, nud in
order tu save her as much as we (•onld, eonsin 11:uriet
Youer said, 'A.nut ought to ha Ye a fla_g to waYe.' The
flag was hitl!len iu the family Dible, nnd eousiu Harriet
g-ot it all(l gaYc it to aunt. Then she wa,e!l tho !lag to
the men aml they cheere!l bcras they went by. Sile was
very patriotic and the troops all knew of her. The day

'l'ho manner in which the Frietchie legend origi
nated was very simple. A F1·ederick lady visited
,,·ashington some time after the inn1,sio11 of lSG:l
and spoke of the open sympathy and valor of Bar
bara Prietehic. The story was told again aml agai11,
and it was never lost in the telling. l\Ir. \\'bittier
received his first kuowle!lge of it from Mrs. E. D.
E. N. Southworth, the uo,·�U,;t, TI"ho is a resi,lent of
"'ashi11gton. 11~hen l\Irs. SonthTI"orth wrote to l\lr.
1'.'bittier concerning Barbara, she iuc losed a ne\\'S
paper slip reciting the circumstances of Barbara
Frietcbie's action when Lee entered Frederick.
When lir.\Yhittier wrute the poem :,t. he followed
as closely :is possible the aceount sent him at the
time. He has a cane made from the timber of Bar
bara's house,-a preseut from Dr. Sticner, a mem
ber of the Senate of l\Iaryland. 'l.'be flag with which
Barbara Frietcbie gaYe a hearty welcome to Burn
side's troops has but thirty-four st:irs, is small, of
silk, audattachetl to a staff probably ayanl in length.
Barbara Frietchie ,1·as lJoru at Lancaster, Penn
sylvania. Her maiden name was Hauer. She ,y·as
born December 3d, 17GG, her parents being Nicho
las aud Catharine Hauer. She weut to Frederick
in early life, where she married John C. Frietchie,
a glover, in lSOG. She died December 18th, lSG�,
l\Ir. Frietchie having died in 1 S-!!J. In 1 SGS the
waters of Carroll Creek rose to such a height that
they nearly wrecked the ol�l home of the heroine
of 1Vhittier's poem.

;t Writing to the editor of "The Ceutm-y" on the 10th
of June, 1886, lllr. Whittier Raid: "The poem· Ilnrharn
Frictchie' was written in guo,t faith. The story wa� 1w
iuventiou of rniue. It came to me from sonrccR whieil I
reganle!l as entirely reliahle; it had been publi�he<l in
uewspapcrR, and had gained public cre<lenee in Wash
ington and l\Iarylaud before my poem was written. I
had no reason to <loubt its accuracy tben. aml t mu still

ronstraine!l to bPlicve that it bad foundation in fact. ff
J thought otherwise, I sllonld not hesitate to rx1H·ess it.
I have nu pride of anthor�hip to interfere with my alle
giance to tmth." :i\lr. Whittier, writing l\Iarch 7th, 1888,
iuformt! ns further that he'' also reccivetl letters from
8everal other responsible persons wholls or 1mrtially
eontinning the story, muong whorn was the late Dorothea
L. Dix."'-El>ITORS.

UNION HOSPITAL IN A BARN NEAR ANTIETAM CREEK.

AFTER A SKETCH MADE AT TUE TUIE.

STONEWALL JACKSON IN MARYLAND.
BY HEXRY KYD DOUGLAS, COLONEL, C. S. A.

O

N the 3d of September, 186�, the Federal army under
General Pope luwing been confonndec1, General Lee
turned his colmnns toward the Potomac, with Stone
\\"all Jackson in front. On the 5th of September
Jackson crossed the Potomac at ,Vhite's Ford, a
fe11 miles beyond Leesbm·g. The p assage of the
riYer by the troops marching in fours, well cl osed
np, the langhing, shouting, and singing, as a brass
.:band in front J J1 ayed "J\! arylancl , my J\Iaryland,"
'--7
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was
a memorab1 e experience. The l\
1 I· ary 1 anc ers
_
J in the corps in1par ted much of their enthusiasm
to the other troops, hut we were not long in finding ont that if General
Lee had hopes that the dec-imatod rPgiments of his army wonl d be filled
1Jy the sons of l\Iaryhmd he \\"as doomed to a speedy and unqualified dis
appointment. Hm,over, before we had been in �Inryl and many hours, one
enthusiastic citizen presented Jackson ·with a gigantic gray mare. She was
a l ittle heavy and a11kward for a 11ar-horse, bnt as the general 's "Little
Sorrel " hncl a few days before boon temporaril y stolen, the present was
a timely one, nnd he was not disposed to " l ook a gift horse in tho mouth."
Yet the present proved almost a Trojan horse to him, for the next morning
when ho mounted his now steed and tonehed her with his spur the loyal
and nnc1iscipliucd 1Jeast reared straight into the nir, and, standing erect
for a moment, throw herself bacbnn·d, horse and rider rolling upon the
ground. rrhe general ·was stunned and severely hrnised, and l ay upon the
ground for some time before he could be removed. He was then placed in
an ambulance, where he rode during tho day's march, ha,,ing turned his com
mand over to his brother-in-law, General D. H. Hill, the officer next in rank.
Earl y that day the army went into camp near Frederick, and Generals
Lee, Longstreet, Jackson, and for a time " .Jeh" Stuart, had their headquar
ters near one another in Best's grove. Hither in erowds came the good
people of Freclerick, especially the ladies, as to a fair. General Jackson,
still suffering from his hurt, kept to his tent, busying himself with maps
and official papers, and declined to see visitors. Once, ho\\"eYer, when he.
had been cal led to General Lee's tent, t110 young girl s waylaid him, para
l)'zed him 11ith :'-miles nnd embraces and questions, and then jnmped into

- _= --� -:::;.- ...f

ROASTING GREEN coRN AT THE CAMP-FIRE.

) "11e had l..een faring Yery badly since we left
:Manassas Junction, haYing had only one meal that
included bread and eoffee. Our diet had l,een green
corn, with beef without salt, roasted on the end of
ramrocls. ""e heard with tlelight of the 'plenty'
to be ha,l in 1Iar:vlarnl; judge of our disappointment when, al1out :2 o'clock at night, we were

marehed into a, dank cloYer-fi.eld and the order
came down the line, ' Men, go in to that corn-field
and get your rations-and be ready to march at 5
in the morning. Don't burn any of these fence
rails.' Of course we obeyed orders as to the corn,
lmt, the rails suffered."-Extract from a letter
written by Lieut. Robert Healy, of Jackson's corps.
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JACKSON'S MEN WADI:SG THE l'OTU)IAC AT WHITE'S FOHD .
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their carriage and drove off rapidly, leaving him there, cap in hand, bowing,
blushing, and speechless. But once safe in his tent he was seen no more
that day. The next evening, Snnday, he went into Frederick for the first
time to attend church, and there being no service in the Presbyterian Church
he went to the German Reformed. As nsual he fell asleep, hut this time
more soundly than was his wont. His head snnk npon his breast, his cap
dropped from his bands to the floor, the prayers of the congregation did not
disturb him, and only the choir and the deep-toned organ awakened him.
Afterward I learned that the minister was credited with much loyalty and
courage because he had prayed for the President of the United States in
the very presence of Stonewall Jackson. Well, the general didn't hear
the prayer, and if he had he would doubtless have felt like replying
as General Ewell did, when asked at Carlisle, Pennsylvania, if he would
permit the usual prayer for President Lincoln - "Certainly; Pm sure he
needs it."
General Lee believed that Harper's Ferry would be evacuated as soon as he
interposed between it and Washington. But he did not know that Halleck,
nnd not McClellan, held command of it. When he found that it was not
.t,. Lieutenant Robert Healy, of the 55th Virginia,
in Stonewall Jackson's command, tells the following incident of the march into l\Iaryland: "The day
before the corps waded the Potomac at White's
Ford, they marched through Leesburg, where an

olcl Jarly with upraised hands, and with tears in
her eyes exclaimed: 'The Lord bless your dirty
ragged souls!' Lieutenant Healy adds: 'Don't
think we were any dirtier than the rest, but it was
our luck to get the blessing.'"- EDITORS.
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evacuated ho knew some one had blundered, and took steps to capture the
ganisor.i. and stores. On Tuesday, the 9th, he issued an order, directing Gen
eral Jackson to move the next morning, cross the Potomac near Sharpsbm·g,
and envelop Harper's Ferry on the Virginia side. In the same order he
cliroc.:tecl General :l\IcLaws to march on Harper's Ferry by way of :;.\IidcUetown
and seize l\Iaryland Heights, and General "\Valkei· to cross the Potomac below
Harper's Ferry and take Loudoun Heights, all to be iu position on the
l�th, except Jackson, who was first to capture, if possible, the troops at
l\fortinsbnrg.
Early on the 10th Jackson was off. In Frederick he asked for a map of
Chambersburg nncl its vidnity, ancl made many irrelevant inquiries about
road ancl localities in the direction of Pennsylvania. To his staff, who knew
what little value these inquil-ies hacl, his qnestions only illustrated his well
known motto, "l\Iystery, mystery is the secret of success." I \ms then
assistant inspedor-general on his staff, and also acting aide-de-camp. It
,,as my tnrn this day to he intrustecl with tho knowledge of his purpose.
Having finished this public inqui:l'y, he took me aside, and after asking
me about the different fords of the Potomac between ""'\Villiamsport ancl
Harper's Ferry, told me that he wa. ordered to capture the garrison at
Harper's Ferry, and wonld cross either at ,Villiamsport or Shepherdstown,
as the enemy might or might not withdraw from l\Iartinsbr�rg. I clicl not
then know of General Lee's order.
The troops Leing on the march, the general and staff rocle rnpidly out of
town and took the head of the eolumn. Just n few words here in regarll to
l\Ir. Wllittier's toue;hing poem, "Barbara Frietchie." An old woman, by that
now i1mnortal name, did liYe in ]Trederick in those days, bnt she never
saw General Jackson, and General Jackson neYer saw "Barbara Frietchio." I
,,as with him over�· minute of the time he wa� in that city,-he "·as there
only twice,- antl nothing like the scene so graphically described by the poet
ever happened. �fr. "\Vhittier must have been misinformed as to the incident.
[See p. G19.- EDrTons.]
On-the nrnrch that clay, the captain of the caYalry advance, just ahead, had
instructions to let no civilian go to the front, and we entered each ,·illage
\"\"'e passed 1Jeforo the inhabitants know of onr coming. Iu Middletown hrn
very pretty girls, with ribbons of rod, white, and blue floating from their
hair, and small U11ion flags in their hands, rushed out of a house as we
passed, came to the curbstone, and with mnch laughter waved their flags
defiautl)· in the face of the general. He bowed aud raised his hat, and,
turning with his quiet smile to his staff, saitl: "\Ve evidently haYe no
friends in this tow11." And this is about the wav
· he would have trented Barbara
Friekhio !
Having c·rnssccl South Mountain, at 'rnrner's Gnp, the command e11cnrnpecl
for the night within a mile of Boonsboro'. Here General Jackson must
determine whether he woul1l go on to Williamsport or turn toward Shepherds
town. I at once rode into the village with a eavalrvmm1 to make some
inquiries, bnt wo ran into a squadron �f Federal caval;•,T who without cere.'
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mony proceeded to make war upon us. We retraced our steps, and although
we did not stand upon the order of om· going, a squad of them escorted ns
out of town with great rapidity. ,Vhen I tried a couple of Parthian shots at
them with my revolver, they ret1uned them with interest, and shot a hole in
my new hat, which, with the beautiful plume that a lady in Frederick had
placed there, rolled in the dust. This -was of little moment, but at the encl of
the town, reaching the top of the hill, we cliscoYered, just over it, General
Jackson, walking slmdy toward us, leading his horse. There was but one
thing to do. Fortunately the chase had become less Yigorous, and, with a
cry of command to unseen troops, we turned and charged the enemy.
They, suspecting trouble, turned and fled, while the general quickly galloped
to the rear. I recovered my hat and plume, and as I returned to camp I
picked up the gloves which the general had chopped in mounting, and took
them to him. Although he had sent a regiment of infantry to the front as
soon as he went back, the only allusion he made to the incident was to
express the opinion that I had a very fast horse.
rrhe next morning, having learned that the Federal troops still occupied
Martinsburg, General Jackson took the direct road to Williamsport. He there
forded the Potomac, the troops nmv singing, and the bands playing, "Carry
me back to ole Virginny ! " 1\7e marched on Martinsburg. General A. P.
Hill took the direct turnpike, while Jackson, with the rest of his command,
followed a side road, so as to approach l\Iartinsbnrg from the west, and
encamped four miles from the town. His object was to drive General \Vhite,
who occupied l\lartinslmrg, toward Harper's Ferry, and thus "corral" all the
Federal troops in that military pen. As the Comte de Paris puts it, he" organ
ized a kind of grand hunting match through the lovrnr Yalley of Virginia,
driving all the Federal detachments before him and forcing them to crowd
into the blind alley of Harper's Ferry." Fatigued by the day's march, Jack
son was persuaded by his host of the night to drink a ""\Yhisky toddy- the
only glass of spirits I ever saw him take. While mi."'l::ing it leisurely, he
remarked that he belieYed he liked the taste of whisky ancl brandy more than
any soldier in the arm:v ; that they were more palatable to him than the most
fragrant coffee, and for that reason, with others, he rarely tasted them.
The next morning the Confederates entered Martinsburg. Here the general
was welcomed ""\Yith great enthusiasm, aud a great crowd hastened to the
hotel to greet him. At first he shut himself up in a room to write dispatches,
but the demonstration became so persistent that he ordered the door to be
opened. The crowd, chiefly ladies, rushed in and embarrassed the general
with every possible outburst of affection, to which he could only reply,
"Thank you, you're Yery kind." He gaye them his autograph in books and
on scraps of paper, cut a button from his coat for a little girl, and then
submitted patiently to an attack by the others, who soon stripped the coat
of nearly all tbe remaining buttons. But when they looked beseechingly
at his hair, which was thin, he drew the line there, and managed to close the
interview. These blandishments did not delay his movements, however,
for in the afternoon he was off again.
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A GLDIPSE OF STOXEWALL JACKSON.

On the 13th he invested Bolivar Heights and Harper's Ferry. Ou this clay
General J\IcCle1lnn came into possession, by carelessness or accident, of
General Lee's onler of the 9th, and he was thns notified of tho division of the
Confederate army and the intention to r·aptm·e Harper's Ferry. From this
moment General Lee's army 11as in peril, imminent in proportion to the
promptness with whieh the Federal commander might use the knowledge he
thus obtained. The plans of the latter were quickl)· and skillfully made. Had
they been e.s:ecutoL1 more rapidly, or had Jackson been slower and less sure, the
result must haYe been a disastrous one to ns. But military critics disposed
to eensure Genernl :McClellan for not being equal to his opportunities should
credit him ·with the ombanassment of his position. He had not been in com
mand of this army two weeks. It was a large arruy, hut a heterogeneous one,
with many ohl troops dispirited by recent defeat, and runny new troops that
hml neYer been under fire. ,Yith such nn army a general as cautions as }UcClel
lau does not take groat risks, nor put the safety of his army rashly "to the
touch, to win or lose it all." General McClellan "·as inclined by nature to
magnify the forces of the enemy, and had he known General Lee's weakness he
would haYe Yentnred more. Yet when we remember 11hat Pope had done
and suffered just before, and what happened to Burnside and Hooker not
long after, their friends can hardly sit in judgment upon McClellan.
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On the afternoon of the 13th Colone] l\liles, in command at Harper's
Ferry, made the fatal mistake of withdrrnving his troops from l\Iary]ancl
Heights, aucl giving them up to l\IcLaws. Napier has said, "He who
wars walks in a mist through which the keenest eye. cannot always dis
cern the right path." But it does seem that Colonel Miles might have
known that to abandon these heights nuder the circmnstances was simply
suicidal.!
Jackson met with so mnch delay in opening co1mmmication w·ith l\IcLaws
and Walker, and ascertaining whether they were in position, that much of
the 14th wa consumed. But late in the afternoon A. P. Hill gained a foot
hold, with little resistance, well np on the enemy's left, and established some
artillery at the base of Loudoun Heights and across the Shenandoah, so as
to take the Federal line on Bolivar Height in rear. (General Hill had been
placed under arrest by General Jackson, before cros._ing the Potomac i11to
.Maryland, for disobedience of orders, and the command of his llivision
devolved upon General Branch, who was killed a few clays later at Antietam.
Believing a battle imminent, General Hill requested General Jackson to
reinstate him in command of his division until the approaching engagement
was over. No one couhl appreciate such an appeal more keenly than General
Jackson, and he at once restored General Hill to his comn1.a11d. The work
the Light Division did at Harper's Ferry mid Sharpsburg proved the \'tisclom
of Hill's reqnest and of Jnckson's compliance with it.)
During the 14:th, while Jackson was fixing his clamps 011 Harper's Ferry,
l\foClellan was pushing against Lee's dividecl forces at Turner's Gap. Hooker
and Reno, under Bnrnsille aml under tho eye of General l\IcClellan, were
fighting the battle of South l\Ionntain against D. H. Hill and Long treet.
Here Reno and Garland were killed on opposite sides, and night ended the
contest before it was decided. At the same time Franklin was forcing his
way through Crampton's Gap, driving ont Howell Cobb commanding his own
brigade and one regiment of Semmes's brigade, both of l\IcLaws's division,
Parham's brigade of R. H. Anderson's l1ivision, and two regiments of
Stuart's cavalry under Colonel l\Innford. The military complications were
losing their simplicity. Being advised of these movements, Jackson saw that
his work mnst be done speedily. On l\Ionday morning, at 3 o'clock, he sent
me to the left to movo Jones fonvarcl at first dawn, and to open on Bolivar
Heights with all his artillery. This feint was executed promptly and pro
duced confusion on the enemy's right. Troops were moved to strengthen it.
Then the gnus from l\Iarylancl and Lonclonn Heights opened fire, and very
soon, off on our right, the battle-flags of A. P. Hill rose on Bolivar Heights,
and Harper's Ferry was doomed. Returning, I found General Jackson at
the church in the wood on the Bolivar nncl Halltown turnpike, and just as I
joined him a white flag was raised on Bolivar and all the firing ceased.
+General Julius ,vhite says in his report(" Official Records," Vol. XIX., Pt. I., p. 523): " It will
be noticed that Colonel Ford claims to ha\·e been
ordered by Colonel l\Iiles to evacuate the heights.
Colonel l\Iiles, however, denied to me ever having

given such au order, but said he gave orders
that if it became necessary to abaU<lon the
heights the guns were to be spiked and dis
mounted." See also General iVbite's statements,
p. G12.-EDITORS.
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Under instructions from General Jackson, I rocle np the pike and into the
enemy's lines to ascertain the purpose of the white flag. Near the top of the
hill I met Genernl ,Vhite and staff and told him my mission. He replied
that Colonel l\Iiles had been mortally wounded, that he was in command and
desired to have an interYiew with General .Jackson. Just then General Hill
came np from the dfrection of his line, and at his request I conducted them
to General Jackson, whom I fonnd sitting on his horse w·here I had left him.
He was not, as the Comte de Paris sayf-, leaning against a tree asleep, but
exceedingly wi< le-awake. The contrast in appearances there presented was
striking. Genera1 White, riding a handsome blnck horse, was carefully
dressed and had on untarnished gloves, boots, and sword. His staff were
equally comely in costume. On tho other hand, Genoral Jackson was the
dingiest, worst-dressecl, and worst-mounted general that n wnrrior who cared
for good looks and style would wish to snrrell(1or to. 'rhe surrender was
unconclitiona], and then General Jackson tnrned tho matter over to General
A. P. Hill, who a1lowed General ,Vhite tho same liberal terms that Grant
aftenvanl g:we Lee at Appomnttox.�
� Of the e,qwctations of Jackson's men, Lieuten
ant Robert HP::tly says, in a letter written in 1886:
"On the <'VC'1Ji11;:,; of the 14th we took position within
six hnrnlr,·,l �·anls of a Federnl fort 011 Tioli\-ar Heights.
We lay that JJiµ;ht in a tleep ravine, perpendicular to the

Sheumuloah. The next morning hy dawn I crept np the
hill to R<'C how the land lay. A few strides llrought mo
to the e,Jge of an ahatiR whi<'h exte11de!l solidly for two
lmmlr<'cl yar,ls, a narrow bnre tielcl beiug hetwec>n the
abnti� ancl the foot of the fort, which was gnrnislted
witlt tltirty guns. 'l'ltey were scnrclting tile abntis lazily
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The fruits of the surrender were 1�,5�0 prisoners(" Officia1 Records"), 13,000
arms, 73 pieces of artillery, and several hundred wagons.
General Jackson, after sending a brief dispatch to General Lee announc
ing the capitulation, rode up to Bolivar and dmvn into Harper's Ferry. The
curiosity in the Union army to see him Yrns so great that the soldiers lined
the sides of the road. Many of them uncovered as he passed, and he inva
riably returned the salute. One man had an echo of response all about him
when he said aloud: '' Boys, he's not much for looks, but if we'd had him "'e
wouldn't have been caught in this trap!"
General Jackson lost little time in contemplating his victory. \\Then night
came, he 8tartecl for Shepherdstown with J. R. Jones and Lawton, leaving
directions to l\IcLaws and Walker to follow the next morning. He left A.
P. Hill behind to finish up with Harper's Ferry. His first order had been to
take position at Shepherdstown to cover Lee's crossing into Virginia, but,
whether at his own suggestion or not, the order ·was changed, and after
daylight on the 16th he crossed the Potomac there and joined Longstreet at
Sharpsburg. General :McClellan had, b�' that time, nearly all his army in
position on the east bank of the Antietam, and General Lee was occupying
the irregular range of high ground to the ·west of it, with the Potomac in
his rear. Except some sparring between Hooker and Hood on our left,
the 16th was allowed to pass without battle, fortunately for us. In the
new clispositious of that evening, Jackson was placed on tbe left of Lee's
army. [See map, p. 636.J
•
The first onset, early on the morning of the 17th, told what the clay would
be. The impatient Hooker, with the divisions of :Meade, Doubleday, and
Ricketts, struck the first blm,,, ancl Jackson's old division caught it and
struck back again. Between such foes the battle soon waxed hot. Step by
step and marking each step with cleacl, the thin Confederate line was pushed
back to the wood around the Dunker Church. Here Lawton, Starke
(commanding in place of Jones, already wounded), and D. H. Hill with part
of his division, eugagecl :i\Ieacle. Auel now in turn the Federals halted and
fell back, ancl left their dead by Dunker Church. Next l\Iausfielcl entered
the fight, and beat ,,ith resistless might on Jackson's people. The battle
here grew angry and bloody. Starke was killed, Lawton wounded, and
nearly all their general and field officers had fallen; the sullen Confederate
line again fell back, killing :\Iansfield and wounding Hooker, Crawford, and
Hartsuff.
And now D. H. Hill led in the rest of his division; Hood also took
part, to the right and left, front and rear of Dunker Church. The Federal
line was again driven back, while artillery aclcled its din to the incessant
with grape-shot, which flew uncomfortably near at
t imes. I thought I hail neYer seen a more dangerous
trap in my life. The order had Ileen gi,en ihat we were
to eharge at sunrise. I weut back, and Austin Brockenbrongh asked,' How is it1' • Well,' said I,• we'll say our
prayers and go iu like mPu.' 'Not as bad as that 1' 'E,ery
bit; see for yonrself.' IIc went up and came back looking
,ery grave. l\Ieanwllile, from the east, north-west, and
north-cast our cannon opened and were answered by the

Federal guns from BoliYar Heights. We were <lown
in a raviue; we conlc1 �ec nothing; we <'onlc1 ouly hear.
Presently, along our line came the words, • Prepare to
eharg-c ! ' ·we n10,erl Rtea11ily up the hill; the suu !ta,1
just 1·isc11; some one sail!: • Colonel, what is that on the
fort 1' 'Halt.' cried the colonel, 't,hey ha,e smTen
dered.' A glad About bnrstfrom teu thommml men. We
got into the plaee as Roou as we could, but the way was
so cliffieult it took us a half hour.''
EDITORS.
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rattle of musketry. Then Sumner, with the fresh division of Sedgwick,
re-formed the Federal line and renewed the offensive. Hood was driven
back, and Hill partly ; the Dunker Church wood was passed, the field south
of it entered, and the Confederate left turned. Just then :i\IcLaws, hurrying
from Harper's Ferry, came upon the field, and hurled his men against the
victorious Seclgvl'ick. He drove Sedgwick back into the Dunker wood
and beyond it, into the open
ground. Farther to om· right,
the pendulum of battle had
been swinging to and fro, with
D. H. Hill and R.H. Anderson
hammering away at French and
Richardson, until the sunken
road became historic as
"bloody lane." Richardson was
mortally wounded and Han
cock assumed command of his
division.
For a while there was a lull
in the storm. It was early in
the da.y, but hours nre fear
fully long in battle. About
noon Franklin, with Slocum
and ,V. F. Smith, marched
upon the field to join the une
qual contest. Smith tried his
luck and was repulsed. Sum
BRIGADIER-GE.'(ERAL \YILLI.UI E. �TARKE. FRO�! .\ Tl.'(TYPE.
ner then ordered a halt. ,JackIn thP eannomHIP which lwgan with dawn of the 17th, General J.
R. Jont>R, C'o1mu:rn,1ing- the left dinsion of Jackson, was stlllllled son's fight was over, �md a
nrnl injnre,1 hy a Rh.-·11 whieh explmle,l clirer-tly u,er his head.
Geueral Stark.. was dirPcte<l tn take eommnrnl of the dinsion, strange silence reigned around
whieh he lr·,1 against IIooker, nml n half-hour latPr hP fell pierced
Dunker Church.
by three minie-bal\R. Of that tPrrihh• Rtrnggle Stonewall Jackson
says in his l'P]lOl't: "The camag-l" till both sides \\'UR terrific. At
General Lee had not visited
this early hour General Starke was killed. Colonel Douglass, eommancling Lawton's lJriga<le, was alRO ldllecl. General Lawton, comleft that day. As usual he
the
rnarnliug di,ision, aml Colonel "'alker, eommnmliug- brigmle, werP
�en·relywmm!l,•tl. )fore than half of the briga,1 .. ,/of Lawton arnl trusted to Jackson to fight his
Hays were either killed or woumlc-tl. and morp than a third of
Trim]l]e's, and all the regirneutal !'Olll!llanclPrS in those brigades,
own battle and work out salcxcept two, were killed or woumll·<l."-EDITOHS.
Yation in his 0"11 way. How
well he did it, against the ablest and fiercest of l\IcClellan's lieutenants, his
tory has told.
During all this time Longstreet, stripped of his troops,-sent to the help of
Jaekson,-held the right almost alone, with his eye on the center. He was
110w called into active ,,·ork on his own front, for there were no nnfought
troops in Lee's army at Sharpsblug; every soldier on that field tasted battle.
General Burnside, ,Yith his corps of fom·teen thousand men, had been lying
nil clay beyond the bridge ,,·hid1 110,v bears his name. Ordered to cross at
8 o'dock he managed to get oYer at 1, and by 3 was ready to advance.\ He
'\ See General Cox's statements, p. G-!7.-EDITORS.
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moved against the bill which D. R. Jones held with his little division of
2500 men. Longstreet was watching this aclvance. Jackson was at General
Lee's headquarters on a knoll in rear of Sharpsburg. A. P. Hill was coming,
but bad not arrived, and it was apparent that B1unside must be stayed, if
at all, with artillery. One of the sections, transferred to the right from
Jackson at the request of General Lee, was of the Rockbridge Artillery, and
as it galloped by, the youngest son of the general-in-chief, Robert E. Lee, .Jr.,
a private at the guns, black with the grime and po,.. i'cler of a long clay's
fight, stopped a moment to salute his father and then rushed after his gun.
Where else in this war was the son of a commanding general a private in the
ranks 1
Going to put this section in place, I saw Burnside's heavy line move up
the hill, and the earth seemed to tremble beneath their tread. It was a splen
did and fearful sight, b1�_t for them to beat back Jones's feeble line was scarcely
war. The artillery tore, but did not stay them. They pressed forward until
Sharpsburg was uncovered and Lee's line of retreat was at their mercy. But
then, just then, A. P. Hill, pictm·esque in his reel battle-shirt, with 3 of his
brigades, 2500 men, who had marched that clay 17 miles from Harper's Ferry
and had waded the Potomac, appeared upon the scene. Tired and footsore,
the men forgot their woes in that supreme moment, and with no breathing
time braced themselves to meet the coming shock. They met it and stayed it.
The blue line staggered and hesitated, and, hesitating, was lost. At the crit
ical moment A. P. Hill was always at his strongest. Quickly advancing his
battle-flags, his line moved forward, Jones's troops rallied on him, and in the
din of musketry and artillery on either flank the Federals broke over the field.
Hill did not wait for his other brigades, but held the Yantage gained until Burn
side was driven hack to the Antietam and under the shelter of heavy guns.
The clay was clone. Again A. P. Hill, as at ::\fanassas, Harper's Ferry, and
elsewhere, had struck with the right band of ::\fars. No "\\-oncler that both Lee
and Jackson, when, in the delirium of their last moments on earth, they
stood again to battle, saw the form of A. P. Hill leading his columns on;
but it is a wonder and a shame that the grave of this Yaliant Virginian
in Hollywood cemetery has not a stone to mark it and keep it from
oblivion.
The battle at Sharpsburg was the result of unforeseen circumstances and
not of deliberate purpose. It was one of the bloodiest of the war, and a defeat
for both armies. The prestige of the day was with Lee, but when on the
night of the 18th he recrossed into Virginia, although, as the Comte de Paris
says, he "left not a single trophy of his nocturnal retreat in the hands of the
enemy," he left the prestige of the result with ::\IcClellan. And yet when it
is known that General JUcClellan had 87,000 troops at hand, and General
Lee fought the battle with less than 35,000,! an army depleted by battles,
weakened by privations, broken clown by marching, and "ruined by strag
gling," it was unquestionably on the Confederate side the best-fought battle
of the war.
,I. See notes on pp. 565 and 603 as to the strength of the forces on each side.-EDITORS.
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f'IORrH OF THE OUl'tKER CHURCH-A UNION CHA1GE HtAOUGH Thf CORN-FIELD,

THE BATTLE OF ANTIETAM.
BY JACOB D. COX, l\LUOH-GENERAL, U. S. V.

I

T was not till some time past noon of the lGth of September that, the way
being clear for the Ninth Corps at South l\Iountain, we marched through
Fox's gap to the Boonsboro' and Sharpsbm·g turnpike, and along this road till
we came np in rear of Sumner's command. Hooker's corps, which was part
of the right wing (Burnside's), had been in the advance, and had mo,·ecl off
from the turnpike to the right near Keedysville. I was -with the Kanawha
Di\·ision, assuming that my temporary command of tho corps ended with
the battle on the mountain. 1Vhen we approached the line of hills border
ing the Antietam, we recci \·eel orders to tm·n off the road to the left, and
halted our battalions closed in mass. It was now about 3 o'clock in the after
noon. l\IcClellan, as it seemed, bad just reacho<l the field, and was surrounded
by a gronp of his pri11cipal officers, most of whom I had never seen before.
I rode up with General Burnside, dismounted, and was very cordially greeted
by General l\IcClellan. He and Burnside were m·idently on terms of most
intimate friendship and familiarity. He introduced me to the officers I had
not known before, referring pleasantly to m�· service with him in Ohio and
"\Yest Virginia, putting me upon an easy footing ,,--ith them in a Yery agreeable
and genial wn,y.
T
\\ e ·walked up the slope of the ridge before us, and looking westward from
its crest the -whole field of the coming battle was before ns. Immediately in
front the Antietam wound through the hollow·, the hills rising gently on both
sides. In the background on our left was the village of Sharpsburg, with fields
630
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inclosed by stone fences in front of it. At its right was a bit of wood (since
known as the West Wood), with the little Dnnker Chm·ch standing out wlJite
and sharp against it. Farther to the right and left the scene ·was closed in by
wooded ridges with open farm lands between, the whole making as pleasing
and prosperous a landscape as can easily be imagined. \Ve mmle a large
group as we stood upon the hill, and it was not long before we attracted the
enemy's attention. A puff of white
smoke from a knoll on the right of
the Sharpsburg road was followed by
the screaming of a shell over our
heads. �fcClellan directed that all but
one or two shonld retire behind the
ridge, while he continued the recon
noissance, walking slowly to the right.
I noted with satisfaction the cool and
business-like air with which he made
his examination under fire. 'l1he Con '
federate artillery was answered by a
battery, and a lively cannonade en
sued on both sides, though withont
:• \�'
any noticeable effect. The enemy's
..,
position was revealed, and he wns evi
t,r� , '. :-;- : I 1
-.,, l :,A
-• .,_,·�<:.;!.::,,
..,S:!- : G�-o_:
•
dently in force on both sides of the
,fi I.
turnpike in front of Sharpsburg, cov
(�1'fil
r__,__,_=,;c
ered by the undulations of the rolling
_-=- ·4',
ground which hid his infantry from
Olli' sight.
lT:1\"ION SIGNAL STATION OX ELK )IOU)'(TAII\", FIVE OJ:
The examination of the enemy's posisix )IILEs soeTII-EA�T oF sHAnrsBuRa.
FRO)[ A moToanArrr.
tiou and the discussion of it continued
till near the close of the day. Orders were then given for the Ninth Corps to
move to the left, keeping off the road, which was occupied by other troops.
\Ve moved through fields and farm lands, an hour's march in the dusk of the
evening, going into bivouac about a mile south of the Sharpsbm·g bridge, and
in rear of the hills bordering the Antietam.
On Tnesday, September 16th, we confidently expected a battle, and I kept
with my division. In the afternoon I saw General Bnrnside, and learned
from him that l\IcClellan had determined to let Hooker make a movement on
onr extreme right to turn Lee's position. Burnside's manner in speaking of
this implied that he thought it was done at Hooker's solicitation and through
his desire, openly evinced, to be independent in command.
I nrged Bumside to assume the immediate command of the corps and
allow me to lead only my own division. He objected that as he had been
annom1ced as commander of the right wing of the army composed of two
corps (his owu and Hooker's), he was unwilling to waive his precedence or to
assume that Hooker was detached for anything more than a temporary pm·
pose. I pointed out that Reno's staff had been granted leave of absence to
I
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DOUBLEDAY'S DIYISIOX OF

no, >KER'S

COI:l'S CROSS!);G TIIE Ul'PER FOHDS OF TJrn A1'TIETAnI.
FllO)I A SKI,TCII ;l!.\DE AT TIIE TDIE.

take the hody of their chief to ,Vashington, and tha,t my division staff was too
small for eorps duty; but he met this by saying that he would use his staff
for this purpose and help me in every way he could, till the erisis of the
campaign should be o-ver.
r:Che 16th passed without serious fighting, though there wns desultory can
nonading and picket firing. It was lrnrd to restrnin our men from showing
themselves on the crest of the long riclge in front of us, and whenever they
did so they drew the fire from some of the enemy's batteries, to which ours
wonlcl respond. In the afternoon l\Ic0le1Im1 reconnoitered the line of the
Antietam near us, Bumside being with him. As the result of this we were
ordere(J to change our positions at nightfa11, staff-officers being sent to guide
each division to its new camp. Rodnrnn's division went half a mile to the
left, where a country road led to a ford in a great bend in the Antietam
curving deeply into the enemy's side of the stream. J
Sturgis's division
was placed on the sides of the road lending to the stone bridge, since knmn1 as
Burnside's Bridge (below the Sharpsburg bridge). ,Vi11eox's was put in reserve
in rear of Sturgis. l\Iy own di-vision was divided, Seammon's brigade going
with Rodman, and Crook's going with Sturgis. Crook wns ordered to take
the advance in crossing the bridge, in case we should be ordered to attack.
) The information obtained from the neighbor- however, found during the engagement another
hood was that 110 fords of the Antietam were pass- ford a short distanee above Bul'llside's Bridge.
able at that time, execpt one abont half-way The inquiry and reeonnoissance for the fords was
between the two upper hriLlges and allother less made by engineer offieers of the general staff, and
than half a mile below Burnside's Bridge. ·we, om· orders were based on their reports.- J. D. C.
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This selection was made by Burnside himself, as a compliment to the divisio11
for the vigor of its assault at South Mountain. "\Vhile we were moving,
we heard· Hooker's guns far off on the right and front, and the cannonade
continued an hour or more after it became dark.
'rhe morning of ,Vednesday, the 17th, broke fresh and fair. The men
were astir at dawn, getting breah.�ast and preparing for a day of battle. 'rhe
artillery opened on both sides as soon as it ·was fairly light, and the positions
which had been assigned us in the dusk of the evening ,Yere found to be
exposed in some places to the direct fire of the Confederate guns, Rod
man's division suffering more than the others. FaiTchild's brigade alone
reported thirty-six casualties before they could find cover. It was not till
7 o'clock that orders came to advance toward the creek as far as could be
done without exposing the men to unnecessary loss. 'Rodman was directed
to acquaint himself with the situation of the ford in front of him, and Sturgis
to seek the best means of approach to the stone bridge. All were then to
Temain in readiness to obe3T further orders.
When these arrangements had been made, I rode to the position Burnside
had selected for himself, which was upon a high knoll north-east of the Burn
side Bridge, near a hay-stack which was a prominent landmark. Near hy
was Benjamin's battery of 20-pounder Parrotts, and a little farther still to the
right, on the same ridge, General Sturgis had sent in Durell's battery. These
were exchanging shots 'IYith the enemy's guns opposite, and had the adYantage
in range and weight of metal.
,Vhatever the reason, l\IcClellan had adopted a plan of battle which practi
cally reduced Sumner and Burnside to the command of one corps each, while
Hooker had been sent far off 011 the right front, followed later by l\Iansfield,
but without organizing the right ,,ing as a unit so that one commander could
give his whole attention to handling it with vigor. In his preliminary report,
made before he was relieved from command, :McClellan says :
"The design was to make the main attack npon tho enemy's left-at least to create a diversion
iu favor of the main attack, with the hope of something more, hy assailing the enemy's right
ancl, as soon as one or both of the flank movements were fully successful, to attack theil- center
with any reseITe I might then 1mm in hallllY

l\IcClellan's report covering his ,,hole career in the war, dated August 4th,
1863 (and published Febnmry, 1864, after warm controversies had arisen and
he had become a politic·al character), modifies the above statement in some
important particulars. It says:
"l\Iy plan for the impending geueral engagement was to attack the enemy's left with the
corps of Hooker and l\fansfi.elcl, supported b)· Sumner's, and if necessary by Franklin's, and as
soon as matters looked favorably there to move the corps of Burnside against the enemy's
extreme right npon the ridge running to the south arnl rear of Sharpsburg, and haYing carried
their position, to press along the crest tm,ard our right, and wheneYer either of these flank
movements should be successfnl, to aclYanco our center with all the forces then disposable."

The opinion I got from Burnside as to the part the Ninth Corps was to take
was fairly consistent with the design first quoted, viz., that when the attack
by Sumner, Hooker, and Franklin should be progressing favorably, we were
VOL. II. -U
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"to create a c1i
versiou in fa,·or
of the main attnck,
with th1_, hopo of
something more." It
wonh1 also ap1Jcar prob
able that Hooker's moYement
,Yas nt first inknt1e(l to Lo made
by his c-Ol'ps alone, taken up lJy
THE :,SJIAHP�BOJtG BB!fJGE O,tR Tllli A�TIETA)I.
Sumner's bvo corps as soon as he
}'RO.\I A WA It-TDIE J J-IOTOGRAPII.
was rem1�· to attack, ancl shared in
by Franklin if he reac-hed the fieh1 in time, thns making a simultaneons oblique
attack from our right by the whole army exl'ept Porter's corps, whieh ,,·ns in
res01--ve, and the Ninth Corps, "·hich was to create the "diYersion" on our left
and pren,nt thr 011emy from stripping his right to reenforl'e his left. It 1s
hardly dispntal ,le thnt this wonlcl lrn,Ye been a 1Jetter plan than the one actually
c-arrierl out. Certainly the assumption that the Ninth Corps conlcl cross the
Antietam a]nno nt the onl�· place on tho fie]J where the Confederates had their
line iwmecliatcly upon the stream ,,·hich mnst ho crossed under fire by two
wu-row hc•ads of l'Olnnm, ancl could then tm·n to the 1·ight along the h1gh grnund
occupied h_,. the hostile a1·my before that army had been brnken 01· seriousiy
shaken elsewhere·, is one which would lrnrcUy he made t11l time had dirnmed
the rememlJrnn<.:e of the actual positions of Leo's cli visions upon the field.
rrhe e,·ideuce that the plnn did not originally include the wide separation
of two corps to the right, to make the extended turning movement, is found in
>
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Hooker's incomplete report, nnd in the wide interval in time between the
marching of his corps and that of l\Iansfielcl. Hooker was ordered to cross the
Antietam at about 2 o'clock in the afternoon of the 16th by the bridge in front
of Keedysville and the ford below it. He says that after his trnops were over
and in mareh, he rode back to l\IcC1el1an, who told him that he might call for
reenforcements and that wheu they came they should be under his command.
Somewhat later l\1c01e11an rode forw·ard ·with bis staff to observe the prog
ress making, and Hooker again m·gecl the necessity of reenforcements. Yet
Sumner did not receive orders to sernl l\1ansfielc1 to snpport Hooker till even
ing, and the Twelfth Corps marched onl�r half an hour before midnight, reach
ing its bivouac, abont a mi.le and a half in rear of that of Hooker, at '.2 A. :z..r. of
the 17th. Sumuer was also ordered
to be in readiness to march ,Yith the
Second Corps an honr before clay, but
his orders to move did not reaC'h him
till nearly half-past 7 in the morning.
By this time, Hooker had fonght his
battle, had been repulsecl, and later in
the morning was carried wounded from
the field. l\Iansfield had fallen before
his corps was deployed, and General
Alpheus S. ,Villiams who succeeded
him was fighting a losing battle at all
points but one - where Greene's diYis
iou held the East oocl.
After crossing the Antietam, Hooker
.:...,j,;.��
had shaped his course to the west
ward, aiming to reach the ridge upon
which the Hagerstown tnrnpike rnns,
GER)IAX J:EFOn�JED CIIUTICII IN" KEEDYSYILLE, USED
and which is the dominant feature of
A5 A t:,:;JOX HOSPITAL, FJ:0)1 A PIIOTOGRAPII
TAirnx ix 1886·
the landscape. This ridge is some two
miles distant from the Antietam, and for the first mile of the way no resist
ance was met. However, Hooker's progress had been ohserved by the enemy,
and Hood's two brigades were taken from the center and passed to the left
of D. H. Hill. Here they occupied an open ,,.,.oocl (since known as the East
oocl), 11orth-east of the Dunker Clmrc h. Hooker was now trying to approaeh
the Confederate positions, l\Ieade's division of tl10 Pennsylvania Reserves
being in the advance. A sharp skirmishing combat ensnecl and artillery was
also brought into action on both sides, the engagement continuing till after
dark. On our side Seymour's brigade had been chiefly engaged, and bad felt
the enemy so vigorously that Hood supposed he had repulsed a serious effort
to take the wood. Hooker was, however, aiming to pass quite beyond the
flank, and kept his other divisions north of the hollow beyond tb
, e wood, and
upon the ridge which reaches the turnpike near the largest reentrant bend of
the Potomac, which is here only half a mile distant. Here he bivouacked
upon the northern slopes of the ridge, Doubleday's division resting with its
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On the nfteruoon of St>ptemher 16th, HookPr'H corps
crossed at tlw two fords and the hritlge north of J\fcCld
J :m's hendqnnrtc:'rs.
A.- Fro111 nenr Htrnset till dnrl;: Hooker eng-aged
tI00◄1's dh·iHiou (of Lougstreet's corpR} about the" Jcnst
"'011,1,'' rnarke,1 A 011 the map. 1Torn1 was reJieyed by
two l1rig:1deA of Jnelrnon's c·orpR, which wns in nrnl b�
lliml the Danker Clrnreh wood (or West Wuotl), C.

B.-At ,Jnwn on the 17th, llooker and JnekRon hegau
a terrible contest whieh raged in :uu1 nbont the farnous
corn-fieltl, n, nml iu the woo,ls, A all(l C. Jnrkson's re
serves regaiued the <"om-field. Ilnrtsitft's hrigade, of
Hoo1wr's corps, nnd J\lnnAtield's corps clrnrged through
the eorn.field iuto the Dnuker Church wood, Gcnernl
J\Ianstie1d being mortally wonuded in frout of the
Enst Woo,1,
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right upon the turnpike, Ricketts's division upon the left of Doubleday, and
l\:Ieade covering the front of both with the skirmishers of Seymour's brigade.
Between .Meade's skirmishers and the ridge were the farm-house and barn of
J. Poffenberger on the east of the road, where Hooker made his own quarters
for the night. Half a mile farther in front was the farm of D. R. l\lillor, tho
dwelling on the east, and the barn surrounded by stacks on the west of the
road. i l\lausfielcl's corps, marching as it did late in the night, kept farther
to the right than Hooker's, but moved on a nearly parallel com·se and
bivonackecl upon the farm of another J. Poffenberger near the road which,
branching from the Hagerstown turnpike at the Dunker Church, intersects
the one nrnuing from Keedysville through Smoketown to the same turnpike
about a mile north of Hooker's position.
On the Coufederate side, Hood's division had been so severely lrnncllcd that
it was replaced by Jackson's (commanded by J. R. Joucs), which, with Ewell's,
had been led to the field from Harper's Feny by Jackson, reaching Sharps
burg in the afternoon of the 16th. These divisions "'ere formed 011 the left of
D. H. Hill and almost at right angles to his line, crossing the turnpike and fa
cing northward. Hood's di vision, on being relieved, was placed in roserve near
the Dunker Church, and spent part of the night in cooking rations, of which
its supply had bPen short for a clay or two. The combatants on both sides
slept upon their arms, well knmring that the dawn would bring bloody work.
,Vhen clay broke 011 \\reclnesday morning, the 17th, Hooker, looking sonth
from the Poffenberger farm along the turnpike, saw a gently rolling la,nc1seape, of which the commanding point was the Dunker Church, whose white
brick walls appeared on the west side of the road backed by the foliage of the
,Vest Wood, which came toward him, filling a slight hollow which ran par
allel to the turnpike, with a single rmv of fields between. Beyond the l\lillcr
house and barns, the gronncl clipped into a little depression. Beyond this was
seen a large corn-fiekl between t1ie East ,Vood and the turnpike, rising again
Jackson, with the aid of llood. aml a part of D. II. Hill'A
division, ngain clPnrc<l the Dunker Cbnreb wood.
J. G. \Yalker'A diYision, taken from the extreme right of
the Confederate line, charged in support of Jackson aud
Ilood.
C.- Sumner's corps formed line of battle in the center,
Sedgwick'H division fneillg the East Wood, through
which it charged o,·er the corn-fiel<l again, aml through
Dnnl{er Church wo01l to the edge of the fie](ls bcyoml.
l\IcLaws's tlivision (of Longstreet's corps), just nrrive,l
from Harper',; Ferry, assisted in driving out, Sedg
wick, who wns forced to retreat northward by the
Hagerstown pike.
D.-Abont the time thnt Sedgwicl, charged, French
nnd Richnrdson, of Snmner's corps, dislodged D. II.
Hill's line from Roulette'R hOlJAe.
E.- Hill re-formed in the Runken roa<l, since known :rn
the "Bloody Lane," where bis position wn.s cnni<>d hy
Fre1wh and nichnrdson, the latter being mortally
wonmled in the corn-fiel<l, E.
F.- Irwin nrnl Brooks, of Franklin's corpA, ruovNl to
the support of Fre11cb arnl Richardson. At the point F,
Irwin's brigade wns repelled.
G.-D. H. Hill, reenforeed by R.H. Anderson's di\·is
ion of Longstreet's corps, fought for the ground abont
Piper's honse.
H.- Stuart attempted a fl:mk movement north of the
Dunker Church wood, !mt was driven back by the thirty
guns under Doubleday.

J.- PleaAonton, with a part of bis cavalry and several
batteries, ProsRed the Boonshorn' bridge nR a flank
support to Richardson, and to Burnside on the �outb.
Several lmttnlions of regulars from Porter's corps came
to hiA assistanrc nnd ma<le their way well up to the hill
which is now the National Ce111etery.
K.-Toombs (of Longstreet) hnd tlefemled the lower
llri<Jgc nntil Burnside moved Roclrnnn aml Scnmnwn to
the fords llclow.
L.-Then Toombs hnrriP<l south to protect the Confe<l
ernte flank. Sturgis and Crool{ ehnrged across thP Bnrn
si,!e Dritlgc and gained the heights. Toombs wns tlrivcn
away from the fords.
l\I.-Aftt>r 3 o'clock, Bnrnsi<lc's lines, being rc-forrne<l,
completAtl the tlefcnt of D. R. Jones's division (of
Longstreet), and on the rigbt 1saine,l the outsldrts of
Slrnrpslmrg. ToomlJR, and the arriving brigades of A.
P. Hill, of Jackson's corps, save1l the villag<> arnl regained
n part of the lost ground.- E1>ITORS.
;t Hooker's unfinishetl report snys he slept in
the barn of D. R. Miller, bnt he places it on the
east of the road, and the spot is fully identified as
Poffenberger's by General Gibbon, TI·ho comm:inded
the right brigade, and by 1-Iajor Rufus R. Dawes
(:ifterward B1·evet Brigadier-General), both of
whom snbseqnently visite,l the field and deter
mined the positions.-J. D. C.
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to the hjp;ber level. There was, however, another small dip beyond, which
eonlcl not'--be seen from Hooker's position; and on the second ridge, near the
church, and extending across the turnpike eastward into the East \Vood, conld
be seen the Confederate line of gray, partly sheltered by piles of rails taken
from the fences. They seemed to Hooker to be at the farther side of the corn
field and at the top of the first rise of grouncl beyond l\Iiller's. It was plain
that the high ground
about the little white
church was the key of
the enemy's position,
and if that could be
carried Hooker's task
would be well clone.
Confederates
The
opened the engngement
by a rapid fire from
a battery near the East
,Voocl as soon as it was
light, and Hooker an
swered the challenge
by nn immediate order
for his liue to aclnmce.
Doubleday's division
was in two lines, Gib
bon's and Phelps's bri
gades in front, snp
ported by Patrick and
Hofmann. Gibbon had
the right and guided
upon the turnpike. Pat
rick held a small wood
THE PRY IIOUSE, GE)>ERAL MCCLELLA)>'S HEADQUARTERS AT THE BATTLE
in hisrear,which is npon
OF A)>TJETA�I. FROM A PIIOTOGRAPII TAI{E�, IN 1886.
both sides of the road a
little north of l\Iiller's house. Some of Meade's men were supposed to be in
the northernmost extension of the "rest ,Voocl, and thns to cover Gibbon's
right flank as he aclvaneecl. Part of Battery B, 4th United States Artillery
(l+ibbon's own battery), was run forward to ]\filler's barn and stack-yard on
the rjght of the roatl, and fired over the hencls of the advancing regiments.
Other batteries were similarly placed more to the left. The line moved swiftly
forward through Miller's orchard and kitchen garden, breaking through a stont
pi<·ket fence on the near side, clown into the moist ground of the hollo,v, and
up through the corn, which was higher than their heads, and shnt out every
thing from view. At the sonthern side of the field they came to a low fence,
beyond which was an open field, at the farther side of which was tho enemy's
line. But Gibbon's right, covered by the com, had ontmarcbed the left,
which had been exposed to a teni l>le fire, and the direction taken had been a
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little oblique, so that the right wing of the 6th "\Visconsin, the flanking regi
ment, had crossed the tm·npike and was suddenly assailed by a sharp fire
from the ,Vest "\Vood on its :flank. They swung back into the road, lying
clown along the high, stout post-and-rail fence, keeping up their fire by
shooting between the rails. Leaving this little band to protect their right,
the maiu line, which had come np 011 the left, leaped the fence at the south
edge of the corn-field and charged across the open at the enemy in front. But
the concentrated fire of artillery and musketry was more than they could
bear. J\Ien fell by scores and hundreds, and the thinned lines gave way and
ran for the shelter of the corn. They were rallied iu the hollow on the north
side of the field. The enemy had rapiclly extended his left nuder cover of the
"\Vest "\Yood, and now mnde a clash at the right flank and at Gibbon's expos cl
guns. His men on the right faced by that flank and followed him braYely,
though ·with little order, in a dash at the Confederates, ·who were S\"rnrmiug ont
of th wood. The gunners clonble-chargecl the caunon with canister, aucl under
a terrible fire of both artillery and rifle the enemy broke and sought ,_helte1·.
Patrick's brigade had come up in support of Gibbon, and was sent across
the turnpike into the ,Yest "\Yood to cover that flank. They pushed forward,
the enemy retiring, until they were in adnmce of the prineipal line in the
corn-field, npon ,,,.hich the Confederates were now aclYancing. Patrick faced
his men to the left, parallel to the edge of the ,Yood and to the turnpike, and
poured his ti.Te into the flmtk of the enemy, following it by a charge through
the field and up to the fence along the roa<.1. Again the Confederates were
clri ,·en back, hut only to push in again by ,,a�' of these woods, forcing Pat
rick to resume his original line of front and to retire to the cover of a ledge
at right angles to the road near Gibbon's gnns.
Farther to the left Phelps's and Hofmann's brigades had had similar experi
ence, pnshing forward nearly to the Confederate lines, and being driYen back
with great loss when they charged over open ground against the enemy.
Ricketts's diYision entered the edge of the East Wood; but here, at the salient
angle, where D. H. Hill and Lawton joined, the e11emy held the position stub
bornly, and the repnlse of Doubleday's ch-vision made Ricketts glad to hold
even the edge of the East ood, as the right of the line was clriYen back.
It was now abont 7 o'clock, aud l\Iansfield's corps (the Twelfth) was approach
ing, for that officer had called his men to arms at the firnt sound of Hooker's bat
tle and had marched to his support. The corps consisted of two divisions,
Williams's and Greene's. It contained a m1mber of new and undrilled regi
ments, and in hastening to the field in columns of battalions in mass, proper
intervals for deployment had not been preserved, and time was necessarily lost
before the troops could lJe put in line. General ::\Iaus:fielcl fell mortnlly wounded
before the deployment was complete, and the comrnaml cleYolved on General
,villiams. Williams had only time to take the most general directions from
Hooker, when the latter also was wounded. t The Twelfth Corps attack
T

"

+

Of the early morning :fight in the eorn-:fielcl,
General Hooker says in bis report:
"We had not proceeded far before I discovered that a

hca,y force of the enemy hacl taken posseR�ion of a
corn-field (l ha,e since learned alJout a thirty-acre field),
in my immediate front, and from the s1m's rays falling
on their baJ-oners projcctiug alJo,c the corn could sec
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mAJOR-GENER.\L ,JOSEl'II IC F. JIANSFIELD.
Fl!O)I .\ l'IIOTOGH.\1'11,

*

seems to have been made obliquely to that
of Hooker, and facing more to the westward,
for General ,Villiams speaks of thepost-and
rail fences along the turnpike being a great
obstruction in their front. Greene's divis
ion, on his left, mo-ved along the ridge lead
ing to the East "\Vood, taking as the guide
for his extreme left the line of the burning
house of J\Imnma, which had been set on
fire by D. H. Hill's men. Doubleday, in hie
report, notices this change of direction of
,Villiams's division, which had relieved
him, and says "\Villiams's brigades were
swept away by a fire from their left and
front, from behim1 Tocky ledges they could
not see.� Our officers were (_leceived in
part as to the extent and direction of the
enemy's line by the fact that the Confed
erate cavalry commander, Stuart, had oc
cupied a commanding hill west of the pil�e
and beyond our right flank, and from this
position, which, in fact, was considerably
detached from the Confederate line, he
used his batteries with such effect as to
produce the belief that a continuous line
extended from this point to the Dunker
Clmrch.\ Onr trne lines of attack were
convergent ones, the right sweeping south
ward along the pike and through the narrow
strip of the ,Vest "\Vood, while the division

that the fl<-1,l W:LH fl]]<,,( with the <'nemy, with arnrn ill
their hamls, staucli11µ; :i11pm·.. ntly at' snpport arms.' fn
�trnetio11s were irnnw,liately g-h-en for tile assemblage
of all of my R]l[ll'C ha,tt,•riPR lH'arat hand, of which I think
there were tiye or six, to spring into battery on tberiµ;ht
of this lielcl, :11HI to 01w11 with <':rnist,·r nt once. In the
time I am writing <'v
. ,·r,v Rtalk of corn in the north<'r11
arnl great,·r part of the JiC'!,l waH ent as rloscly aR coul,1
bnvP. been clone with a lrnifr, ancl tho slain lay in rows
11reciRety aH tlley hacl Rtoocl in their rnnks a few rno
nrnutR heforP.
"lt wnH ncvnr my fortnnn to witneRR a moro hloo<lv
<lisnrnt hatt.! P-Jiol,l. Tho,s,•. that PS<'1-}lC<l tled in the oi,'.
posite llirndion frn111 0111· a,!Yanc,· arnl son.,ht rcfu 0·e
hehincl tl1e tre('A, fel!('<'H, :iwl stouc•. lc·,1ge� near½' 011 a li� c ·
with the Dn11k,·r C'l1m·,·l1, ek.. as there was no resisting
this torrent of ,J('ath-,lealinµ; 111issiv,•s, . , . The wbol�.
1norning hn1l ht·,·n 011.-. of 1n111Hnnl nnin1n.'tio11 to 1uc and
fran_gllt with tlrn /.\T:irnl<-st eYents. The ,·oncluPt of my
troops wns suhli111P, mul tlH'. ocPasion :itmost lift<'d me
to the slries, :11111 its memoril's will c,·er remain 11ear !Li.'.
c\Iy commarnl followed the tng-itivP.R clost>ly nntil we llad
passed tlw •·on,-fil'l<I a qn:irtPr of a rnil-, ;ll' more, when
r was rcmn,,·,l 11'11111 my snclcll<• in tlrn a,·t of falling- ont
of it from !o,s of lJlnrnl, havinµ; 11rcviously he,·n Htl 'lH'k
_
w1thont rny knowl,•clgP,"
EDITORS.

,ll Both in the ,Vest and East 1Y ood and on the
ground south of the East 1Vootl the Confederates
woro protectetl l,y outcroppings of roeks, whieh
served as natural brenstworks.-EDITORS.
'\ tltuart says be had batteries from all parts
of Jaekson's eommand, and mentions l'oagne's,
Pegram':,, arnl C:urington's, besides Pelham's which
was attached to the cavahy. He alw say:, he was
;mpporte<l part of the time by Early's briga,le;
afterwarcl 1,y one regiment of it, the 13th Vir
ginia.-EDITORS.
General l\I:wsliel,1 was mortally wournled early
in the action. In the "History of the 1st, 10th,
:2Dth l\laine Regiments," l\lajor John JU. Gonltl,
who was Adjutant of the 10th l\Iaine regime11t, at
Antietam, in Crawford's First Brigade, of A. S.
Williarns's First Division, of l\Iansfielcl's Twelfth
aeeount
Corps, gives the following cireumst:mtial
:
of this event:

*

"The Conff-clerate forco in our front showcrl 110 cotorR.
They appeared to be somewhat detach eel from and in ad
vance of the ma in rebel line, and were about where t.be
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SU)INER'S ADYANCE.-FRENCH'S ])l\"ISIOX CLO�Ixr. IN rrox HOULETTE'S !URNS AND llOUSE-R!CIIARDSON"S
DlYISlON C'<>NTINUI'(G THE Ll:'\E FAR TO THE LEFT. FRO)l A SKETCH )!ADE AT TIIE TDIJ::.

which dro-ve the euemy from the East ,Vood shonld move npon the command
ing ground around the church. This enor of dfrection ·was repeated with
disastrons effect a little later, when Sumner came on the ground with Sedg
wick's corps.
,Vhen Mansfield's corps came on the field, JHeade, who succeeded Hooker,)
withdrew the First Corps to the ridge north of Poffenberger's, ,Yhere it had
bivonac.ked the night before. It bad suffered se\·erely, Jrnving lost 2.J.70 in
h.-i.llecl and ,,onnded, but it was still further depleted by straggling, so that
left of General Duryea's hrigade might be Ruppo�e1l to
ba,·eretreat<>1l. To ne11eral l\Ia11sfield we appcm·c,l tu be
tiriug into Duryea's troops; thcn•forel1e beekuuc1l to us
to cease firing, amt as thi� was th<' ,·ery last thing- we pro
posed to do, the few who Raw hiru did uot Ull(lcrstarnl
what his motions rnca11t, all(! so uo attention wa� pai<l
to him. He now rode 1lown the !till from t hA 128th Pcnn
sylntuia, and pasRi11g <J.Uil-kly through II, A, K, E, I, G,
and D (of Urn 10th :uaiue), ordering- them to cease tiring,
lie haltetl in front of C, at the earnest reu10ustran!'1·s of
Captain Jordan :1rnl Scrg-eaut Burubam. wbo aRke<l him
to sec the gra.y ,·oatR of t:be eucmy, aud pointPd out rnr
tknlar men of them who were tbAu aiming their rifles :it
m,aud at him. The g<>11eral was eonnnce<I, and reruarlwd
· Ye», yes, _r-ou are rig-bt,' anll was almost inslautl�· hit.
He turue1l aud attempted to put bis horse o,·er thP railf:,
lmt the animal bad also hcen severelJ· wouml<>d aud
could not go o,er. Thereupon the genC'ral dismounted,
and a gust of wincl hlowing opcn bis coat we saw that he
waR wounded iu the body. Sergeant .Joe )fcrritt, Storer
Kuigbt, aml T took the general to the rear, a�sistc1l for

a ,,bile by a uegro cook from llookcr':,; corps. We put
the gPueral ii.Ho au amlmlance i11 the woods in front of
·which we bad dc1iloyed, all(! noticed that General Gor
don wa� just at that moment posting the 107th Xew
York in t.hcir front c1lgc."
Colonel Jacob Higgins. 1 �3th Pennsylrnnia
regiment, commalll1iug the brigade after Crawford
was woulll1ed, reports that some of his me n carried
General Mausfiehl "off the field on their muskets
until a blanket was procured." General George
H. Gorrlon, commanding the Thinl Brigade of
this division, which formed on Crawford's left, re
ports that "General :.\fansfieltl had been mortally
while making a lJold reeonuois
"·ounded .
sauce of the woods through which we had just
dashed."� EDITORS.
) The order a ssigning llieade to commaucl is dated
1 : �3 P. �!.-EDITORS.
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Jl.\,TOH-GE:SEHAL l�l(AEL Il. IUCIIAHDSOX.
. RnfP1·riug iu his l'eport to t.lw i11ni<10uts accornpauy
lllg Geneml J:i,·lrnnlson·s fall. n .. nc-ral C'altlwC'll Ran,:
"The en<'rny rna,lt- on,· more effort to hrenk m:v line, :;nd
this tirne the nttal'lnrns 111a<lo iu !he crnter. C'olonf'! Bar
low [G<'nernl Frnncis C'. ], bearing firiug to bis left, 011
our nltl frout, irn1111·1lintely mo,ed to the left. nncl formed
In liuP with the l'P�t of the brigncl0. Tb(\ whole hrign,le
th,·1, 1110,·etl forward in lilt<', ,lri,ing th,· enemy Pntircly
out nf the ,·orn-lleltl [�cc E on !he mnp) nnd thrn11irb
the ordtanl beyornl, the cucruy firing grape and caui,ter
from two brass pieces in the orrhard to onr front. aml
i,hrll :111,l .�pherit-al !'ase-shnt from n. hat te1-y on our right.
\\'hile le-ruling his men fnrw:u-u muler thP fire, Cnlouel
J;:11·low frll dnngeronsly wonmletl h)- a grape-shot in the

l<'I:0)1 _\ PHOTUGH.AI'll •

groin. Dy cornmaud of Ueneral T:iehnrdsou I halted
the bri;:wclr-., nm!, ,lrawing hack the line, re-formed it
ucar the c-cl"e of the coru-fiel,1. lt was uow 1 o'clock
r. Jr. Here �e lny expose.ti to a heaYy artillery tire, by
which GPncrnl RidrnrtlRml was ReYCJ'Ply wo1111,lccl. The
fall of Gc-nernl nichnrclRnn (General l\Ic-agber having
heeu 1n•eyi11usly hnrue frnm the Jieltl) Ir-ft. me in eom111:iml of the <li,iRinu, whirh r formetl in !foe., awaiting
the t'11e11,1·'R attack, Not long after, l was relieved of
the eomi'naud hy General Haueoek, who bad been
:is,;igurtl to tbe enmmarnl of tlw <liTIRion hy General
l\IcC'lcllnu." Gcuc·ral J:il'ltnn!sou was (':llTiPd to Pry'e
hou�l', J\fcClell:rn',; beadqnnrters, where he tliecl No,·em
!Jer 3tl.-El>ITOBS.

: .\Ieaclo reported Jess than 7000 men with the colors that evening. Its organ
ization was preserved, ho,rnver, and the story that it was utterly dispersed was
a mii';take.
Greene's (livision, on the left of the rrwelfth Corps, profited by the lrn1·d fight
j ng of those who bad preceded it, and was able to drive the enemy quite out
of the East ,Yood and across the open fields between it and the Dnnker
Church. Greene eYen suceeedecl, about the time of Sumner's advance, in
getti11g n foothold ahont the Dnuker Church itself, ,Yhid1 he held for some
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time. t But the fighting of Hooker's and Mansfield's men, thongh lacking unity
of force and of ptupose, had cost the enemy dear. J. R. Jones, who com
manded Jackson's division, had been wounded; Starke, wlio succeeded Jones,
was killed; Lawton, who follo,rnd Starke, w-as wounded. Ewell's division,
comm::mded by Early, had suffered hardly less. Hood w-as sent back into the
fight to relieve Lawton, and had been reenforced by the brigades of Ripley,
Colquitt, and 11IcRae (Garland's), from D. H. Hill's division. ,Vhen Greene
reached the Dunker Church, therefore, the Confederates on that wing had
suffered more fearfully than our own men. Nearly half their numbers were
killed and wounded, and Jackson's famous "Stonewall" division was so
completely disorganized that only a handful of men nnder Colonels Grigsby
and Stafford remained and attached themselves to Early's commaud. Of the
division under Early, his own brigade was all that retained much strength,
aud this, posted among the rock. in the We t ,Yood and ,rigorously supported
by Stnart's horse artillery on the flank, was all that covered the left of Lee's
army. Could Hooker and J\Iausfield have attacked together,-or, still better,
could Sumner's Second Corps haYe marched before day and united ,,rith the
first ouset,-Lee's left must ine,·itahly have been crushed long before the Con
federate divisions of l\lcLaws, \\'°a,lker, and A. P. Hill eonld have reached the
field. It is this failure to cmTy ont any intelligi.ble plnn which tho historian
mnst regard as the unpardonable military fault on the National sille. To
account for the hours bet"·een -1 null 8 on that morning, is the most serious
responsibility of the National commander.
Sumner's Second Corps was now approaching the scene of action, or
rather two di Yisions of it-Sedgwiek's and French's-Richnrdsou's being still
delayed! till his place could be fillml by Porter's troops, the strange tardi
ness in sending orders being noticeable in regard to e,�ery part of the army.
Smnner met Hooker, ,,ho was being carried from the field, and the few words
he could exchange ,Yith the wounded general were enough to make him feel
the need of haste, but not sufficient to give him any clear idea of the position.
Both Sedgwick and French mnrchell their divisions by the right flank, in
three colnmus, a brigade in each colnmn, Sedgwick leading. 'l1hey crossed the
Antietam by Hooker's route, but did not march as far to the north-west as
Hooker had done. ,Vhen the center of the corps was opposite the Dunker
Church, and nearly east of it, tbe change of direction was given; the troops
faced to their proper front aud aclYancecl in line of battle in three lines, fnlly
deployed, and 60 or 70 yards apart, Sumner himself being in rear of Sedgwick's
first line, and near its left, \Vl1eu they approached the position held by Greene's
division at Dunker Church, French kept on so as to form on Greene's left, while
Sedgwick, under Sumner's immediate lead, diverged some,Yhat to the right,
passing through the East Wood, crossing the turnpike on the right of Greene
and of the Dunker Church, and plunged into the West ,Yood. At this poiut
there were absolutely no Confederate troops in front of them. Early was
;t Until he was driven out, about 1: 30, according
to Generals Williams and Greene.-EDITORS.
Sumner says Richardson came about an bonr
later. Howard, who succeeded Sedgwick, says his

+

division moved ·• about 7." French says be fol
lowed "about 7: 30." Hancock, who succeeded
Richardson, says that officer received his orders
"about 9: 30."- EDITORS.
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SCEXE AT THE RUIXS OF )IO)DIA'S HOUSE AXIi flAR);S.

FRO)! A SKETCH )!ADE AT TIIE TDIE.

the right gun of the hattery. The pi<'ce� were imme11i
ately oblic111etl to the right aml a sharp tire of canister
opened upon them, cansing them to retire in confusiou,
leaving-the g-round co,ered with tlleirdead and wonrnled,
an!l ahnrnloning one of their 1Jnttlc-flngs, which \\'as se
enre<l 1Jy a rei;-irnent which came up on my riµ-ht after
the enemy had rctrcatcfl. The enemy uow opeuetl a lire
upon ns from a battery in front, :11111 aJ;so from one on
the right, Il<'nr the white sellool-ho11sc [Dunker Church].
Two gun� were directed to re]lly to the llattcry on the
right, while the fire of the rPRt wa� !lirectcd HJlOll the
gnus in front, which were silenced in about twenty
minutes, nrnl one of their enissou8 blO\\'U np." .At uoou,
Tornph"ius was rclie,ed by 1!attcry G.-:EDITuns.

Tllese btrll11i11gs were fired early in the rnorniug by D.
H. Hill's m,·n, wllo feared Uicy wnnl<l l.wrorne a point
of vantage to the Uuiou forcct,. The sketch was made
after the n,l vauee of French to the snnken ron,l. Pre
sumably, the hattery firing upon the Confederate line to
I Ile right of thnt rnad is the Fir�t I:l101le Island Light
Artillery; for r'aptain John A. Tompkins, of Battery A,
8Up;. in his rcpurt, that he 11laC'C<l his pieces on n knoll
"<lirl'ctl:, in front of some hurniug- r11i111,." an!l ope11,·d
fire upon a battery in frout. ".At�: 30,'' he eontinuc�.
"the em•rny nppl'nred upon my right front with a, large
eolumn, apparently designing tu charge the battery. I
was 11ut aware of their npprua<'11 1111ti! the head of the
coinnm ga.inetl the brow of a bill ahont �ixty yards from

farther to the right, opposing ,Yilliams's division of the Twelfth Corps, and
now made haste nuder coyer of the woods to pnss aronnd Sedg,Tick's right
and to get in fro11t of him to oppose his progress. This lod to a lively
skirmishing fight in which Early was makiug ns great a <.lemonstration
as possible, bnt �vith no chanee of solid success. At this ve,·y moment,
howe,·or, 11IcLaws's mid Walker's dh isions came npon the field, marching
rnpidly from Harper's Ferry. ,Valkor charged headlong upon the left flm1k
of Sedgwick's lines, which were soon thrown into confnsion, and l\IcLaws,
passing hy Walker's left, also threw his divjsion diagonally upon the already
broken nnd retreatiug- lines of Snmner. Taken at sneh a disndvantage, these
had 11eYor a chanee; nml in spite of tho heroic bravery of Snmner and Sedg
wick, w·ith most of their officers (Sedgwick being seYercly wonnded), the
divisinn was 11rivl'n off to the north with terrible losses, carrying along in the
ront part of ,Villiams's men of the Twelfth Corps, who had been holding
Early at hay. All tho e troops wern rallied at the ridge on the Poffenberger
farm, where Hooker':::; corps had already taken position. Here some thirty
1
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cmrnou of both corps were coucentratetl, and, supported by the organized
parts of all three of the corps which had fought upon this part of the field,
easily repulsed all efforts of Jackson and Stuart to resume the aggressive or
to pass between them and the Potomac. Snrnner himself did not accompany
the routed troops to this position, but as soon as it was plain that the
di vision could not be rallied, he galloped off to put himself in C'ommunication
with French and with the headquarters of the army and try to retrieve the
misfortune. From the flag-station east of the East \Vood he signaled to
McClellan: "Reenforcernents are badly wanted. Onr troops are giving way."
It was between 9 and 10 o'clock when Sumner entered the ,Vest ,Vood, and in
fifteen minutes, or a little more, the one-sided combat was over.�
The enemy now concentrated upon Greene at the Dnnker Clmrch, and after a
stubborn resistance he too was driven hack across the turnpike and the open
ground to the edge of the East ,Vood. Here, by the aid of several batteries
gallantly handled, he defeated the subsequent effort to dislodge him. French
had come up on his left, and both his batteries and the rnunerous ones on the
Poffenberger hill swept the open ground a11d the cor11-field over which Hooker
had fought, and he was able to make good his position. The enemy was co11tent to regain the high ground 11ear the church, a11d Freuch's attack upon
D. H. Hill was 110w attracting their atte11tio11.
The battle 011 the extreme right was thus e11ded before 10 o'clock in the
mor11ing, and there ,,as no more serious fighting north of the Dnnker Church.
Fre11ch advanced 011 Greene's left, over the open farm lands, and after a fierce
combat about the Roulette aud Clipp farm buildings, drove D. H. Hill's divisio11
from them. Richardson's division t.;ame up on French's left soo11 after, and
foot by foot, field by field, from hill to hill a11d from fence to fence, the enemy
was pressed back, till after several hours of fighting the sunken road, since
k11own as "Bloody Lane," was in our hands, piled full of the Confederate
dead who had defended it with their lives. Richardso11 had been mortally
wounded, and Hancock had been sent from Franklin's corps to command the
division. Barlow had been conspicuous in the thickest of the fight, and
after a series of brilliant actious was carried off desperately wounded. On
the Co11federate side equal courage had been shown and a magnificent tenacity
exhibited. But it is not my purpose to describe the battle i11 detail. I limit
} Sumner's principal attack was made, as I have
already indicated, at right angles to that of Hooker.
He had thus crossed the line of Hooker's movement
both in the latter's advance and retreat. Greene's
division was the only part of the Twelfth Corps
troops he saw, and he led Sedgwick's men to the
right of these. Ignorant, as he necessarily was,
of what had occurred before, he assumed that
he formed on the extreme right of the 'fwelfth
Corps, and that he fronted in the same direction
,Ls Hooker had done. This misconception of the
situation led him into another error. He had seen
only a few stragglers and wounded men of Hookcr's corps on the line of his own advance, and henc8
concluded that the First Corps 1rns completely dispcrsed and its division and brigade organizations

broken up. He not only gave this report to l\Ic
Clella,n at the time, but reiterated it later in his
statement before the Committee on the Conduct
of the War. The truth was that he had marched
westward more than half a mile south of the Poffen
berger hill, where l\Ieacle was with the sadlydimin
ished but still organized First Corps, and half that
distance south of the Miller farm buildings, near
which Williams's division of the Twelfth Corps held
the ground along the turnpike till they were carried
away in the disorderl'd retreat of Sedgwick's men
toward the right. Sedgwick had gone in, therefore,
between Greene and V{illiams, of the Twelfth
Corps, and the four divisions of the two corps
alternated in their order from left to right, thus:
French, Greene, Sedgwick, "\Villiams.-J. D. C.
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myself to such a,n outline as may make clear my interpretation of the lnrger
fentures of the engagement mid its essential plan.
The head of Franklin's corps (the Sixth) had arrived about 10 o'clock and
taken the position near the Sharpsburg Bridge which Sumner had occupied.
Before noon Smith's a,nd Slocum's divisious were ordered to Sumner's assist
ance, and early in the afternoon Irwin and Brooks, of Smith's, advanced to the
dwrge nml relievetl Greene's division and pnrt of Frend1's, holding the line
from Bloody Lano by the Clipp, Roulette, and l\Inmma, houses to the East
,Vood a,nd the ridg;e in front. Here Smith and Slocnm remained till Lee
retreated, Smith's division repelling a, sharp attaek. French nud Richard
son's battle may be considered as ended at 1 or :2 o'dock.
It seems to me vei-y clear that about 10 o'clock in the morning was the
great crisis in this battle. rrhe su<.lclen mid complete ront of Sedgwick's
diYision was not easily accounted for, and with l\IcClellan's theory of the
enormous superiority of Lee's numbers, it looked as if the Confederate gen
eral had massed overwhelming forces on our right. Sumner's notiou that
Hooker's corps was ntterly dispersed was naturally accepted, and l\IcClellan
limited his hopes to holding on at the East Wood and the Poffenberger hill
where Sedgwiek's batteries were massed ancl snpportecl by the troops that had

CHARGE OF mwrx's m:IG.\DE (S)IITll'S nn·rsrox) AT THE DUNKEn CHUl:CI!. FRO)! A SKETCil MADE AT THE 1·rnm.
CTe11 ..rnl \\'rn. J?. f-mith. <'Ollllll:lU<lin.g- tl,c Secoll(l J>iYisio11 of F'rm1klin'� l'Ol' Jl,, wr•Ht tn the a,;;;;istn11ee of
FrPneh. Ou g-etting il1to )lositio11, for the most 1,;u-t to
rhe ri ,ght. nf Fn•nl'l1. O,·nc,ra.1 Sn,ith, in his 1·cport, Ra YR:
"Finding tlint t-he e11e.111r wr•re n'1YanC"ing-, I ordered forward the Thil',l Hri;:::arle (Colo11c•l Irwi11',), who, pn.sHiu;:::
througll the regnlnr hattrry then eolllnrnn<le(l hy Lkn-

temrnt Thoma� (Fourth Artillery), chnrgcd upo11 tlie
enemy mHl 111·,n-c them gall:mtJ�r until ahr,:>ast tloe little
clrnrch at the point. of woods, ti.Jc JIOsscssinn of ,Yhieh
hail llCPll so fi<-rcel�r l'nnteRtcd. At. this point a RCYcre
flan!, tire frnrn the woo,�s was receiyecl." The llrigacle
rnllif'1l hchinil the crPRt of a sloJle, ancl rernaine,1 iu an
n.tlynncctl posit.ion u11til tlle next llay.-EDITORS.
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GEXERAL YIEW OF TUE B.\TTLE OF A..'\TlETA)l.

This sketch was ma<lP on the hill behind ::IIcClellan·;;
headquarters, which iH H1·e11 in tlw hollow on the left.
Sum11er's corps is seen iu line of battle ill the rniddle
grolUld, and Frn11kli11's is a,l,nucing i.I1 column to his
support. The smoke in the left backgromul is from a
lJUrstiug Cunfeclernte eaissou. The coiumn of srnoke is

FRU.ll .\ SKETCH JL\DE AT TIIE TDIE.

from the burniug honse arnl lmru of S. l\ltumna, who
gaye the grou11d ou which the Dunker Church stauds,
and after whom, in the Confederate re11orts, the church
is frpc1ucnt1.r callctl '' St. ::IIuUJrna•�-" Ou the right is the
East Woo,l, in v,I1icb is �eeu the smoke of the eo11flict
lrntween l\Ian�tiel,1 aml Jaekson.- EDITORS.

been rallied there. Franklin's corps as it came on tlie field was detained to
support the threatened right center, and ::\IcClellan determined to help it
further by a demonstratiou upon the extrnrne left by the N"iuth Corps. At
this time, therefore (10 .A. ).L), he gave his order to Burnside to try to cross
the Antietam and attack the enemy, thus creating· a diYersiou in favor of
our hard-pressed right.\ Facts within my own recollection strongly sustain
'\ Here, as in regard to the time at whieh Sum
ner ,,as orderPll to march to Hooker·,. f<npport, is
a Llispnted question of faet. In hi,; offieial report,
.MeClellan says he or,lered Burnside to make this
attack at o'clock, a.ml from the day that the lat
ter relieved :McClellan in commaml of the army.
and especially after the battle of Fredericksbnrg,
a. hot partisan effort was malle to bold Burnside
responsible for the laek of complete sueeess at
Antietam as well as for the repulse upon the Hap
pahanuock. I think I understand the limitations
of Bumsicle's n,bilities as a general, but I have had,
. ever since the battle itself, a profound conviction
that the current eritieisms upon him in relation tn
the battle of Antietam were unjust. Burnshle's offi
cial report declares that he received the onler to
aclYance at 10 o'clock. This report was dateLl on
the 30th of September, within two weeks of the
battle, and at a time "·hen public discussion of the
incomplete results of the battle was animated. It
was made after be had in his hands my own report
as bis immediate subordinate, in whieh I had given
about 9 o'clock as my remembrance of the time.

As I tlireeted the details of the action at the bridge
in obedienee to this order, it would haYe IJeen easy
for him to have accepted the hour named by me,
for I shonhl h:we been answerable for any delay in
L'Xecntion niter that time. But he belie,eLl he
knew the time at which the order came to him upon
the bill-top o,·e1-looking the field, auLl no offieer in
the whole army has a better established reputa
tion for eau<lor and freedom from any wish to
aYoid full per:;onal responsibility for his acts. It
was not till quite lately that I saw a copy of his re
port or learned its contents, although I enjoyed his
personal friendship clown to the time of his death.
He was content to have stated the fact as he knew
it, arnl did not feel the need of debating it. Sev
eral eircnmstanees have satisfie<l me that his accu
racy in giYing the hour was greater than my own.
:\leClellau's preliminary i-eport (dated Octoher
l Gth, lSG�) e:s:plicitly states t]rnt the order to
Burnside to att:iek was "connmmicated to him at
10 o'clock A. ::1r." This exact agreement with Gen
eral Burnside would ordinarily he conclusiYe in
itself.-J. D. C.
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t .... L ....!"""i.:_ 3I·-(·=':'.::.......n. r-i�-.h- 1:.:- hLl,.·k h1)r-':'. ·· I•:miel \\t-"O,r.-r:· whh'"h. nn aet:ount .-,f the diffieulty oi kttping
r�ttt::":!' Kn.own to the ..talf a .... thaL dt\L. Dan:·-EDITl.f-e.3.
p;;.(·e' "1th h:IL.
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-chi, -ri.,.-w that th'=-" h,-,ur wa� hi ..!.. :u. I ha\-.:- lllentione,1 the bill aho,e the
B�E·n�ide Bri,1:;e -wl:..er.,. Bnru�id.,. took hh p(•�ition. and to which I -went
._f;:.,.r th'=' preliminm: ,:,r,l.,.r:e: I•)l' th...- day had been i::;:::ued. Thi:,re I r.=.mainecl
um:il tbt:" ,:,rder ,:,i ana,·k (:ame. an.x:i(m::dy- wat,:·hing what we could see at the
ri:!lt. arrcl notinz the eII':"t.::t oi th"' fire of the hea-y- guns of Benjamin's
barre�.
From that point "E: could �e'=' nothing· that O(•ClllTerl be�ond the Dunker
Chur,·h. ior th'=' Ea�t and\\.::-st\\0011,. with farm-hollies and orchards bet"een�
mad'=" an impene;:rabl'=" "C:I'""':"n. But as thi:_. morninz °\\Ore ,:,n "e sa-w lines of
t:c,.::,p� a,:h·an,_·in'.! from ,:,rn· right upon the other :e;ide of the Antietam. and
en?a!:..wg -ch'=-" ':"Il':°my bet°\\.=.':"n us and the East \\ood. Thi:" Confederate lines
ia,�inz th':"m now rost? int,:, n'=""· From Olli' po�ition -we looked. a� it "ere.
,:li:,wn b':"t"'="'="n tht? ,:,pp•-•�in :; lint:"� a� ii they had been the sides or a sneet: and
a, th'=" IIT':" •Jpt:'n>:::l1 "'= -:-a-w w,)un,1ed men ,:·arri,:.-d to the rear and stragglers
rnakiw• ,,::;:_ ' >ur lint?, halt':'.·1. an.•1 "e "'='re tom·ed mth an::ri"'ty as we specu
�at'=":1 "h'="i:h'="r OUT m'='n "ould ehar�e or r'='n·eat. The '=-'n'="my oc-r·upied lines
rJi :;''=-'n(·t:_-:o an,l �ron1::-wall�. and their haneri'='s made gaps in the �ational ranks.
U-ur I.-,!J.z-ranz'="
!:..-'11Il, "'::"rE: imm'='diat,::.h·
turned in that direction. and "e
- ..
c-!J.'="1::r'=".J .-..,'='I: "'='11-aim,=:,l ::chot. On'=-" of our shell.;: ble" up a caLlson dose to
:l'=' (',-,ni-d,=:ra-c,=: lin':'. rn� (·ont':':a:t "as 2'0inz on. and it "as yet un(•ertain
\h:,--h \\IJuld ,u.,::(·•:i:-(l wh,:...n •Jnt:: or �Ir:Cli:-llan".;: staff:;{ rorle up mth an order
: :, Bu�L,i,1.:_-. Th'=-" lan,=:r rurn,=:,l to mi:-. saying -we "ere ord1:-red to make ouT
,

:,., '

�:,::.'=: I, B. '-'- ·k-:--:-:. w!:.0 ��:-� :!:.,;- ;0, ilit 0!'!:ltr from �feCIE-llan about 9 citloek.- EDITORS.
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attack. I left the hill-top at once to gi,e personal supenision to the mo,e
ment ordered.� and did not return to it., and m,
.. kno-wledze b,
.. actual nson oi
what occuned on the rizht
ceased. The manner in -which -we had -waited., the
�
free discussion of -what was occurring under our ey-es and of our r-=--larion to it,
the public receipt or the order by- Bui-nside in the usual and business-like
form, all forbid the supposition that this -was any- reiteration of a former
order. It -was immediately- transmitted to me -without delay- or discusson:
-well on the
further than to inform us that thinzs -were not zoin2'- altozether
�
right, and that it "Was hoped our attack "Would be of assis an<-e to that "Wing.
If then -we can determine -whose rroops -we sa-w engage-:t -we shall kno-w som thing of the time of day; for there has been a g-=--neral agreement reaehed a.s
to the hours of mo,ement dlli·ing the :forenoon on th-=-- right. The ofilcial map
�ettles this. So lines of our troops -were engaged in the dn·eerion of Blood-y
Lane and the Roulette farm-house: and bet"We-=--n the latter and our station on
the hill till French·s clinson made its attaek. \\e sa-w them distinctly- on the
hither side of the ia1'lll buildings. upon the open ground. considerably- nearer
to us than the Dunker Chun:h or the East \\oo,l In numbt:"r "e took them
to be a corps. The place: the 1:ireUlllstances. all fu it bE-yond cc)nLTo,ersy
that they--were French:s men: or French"s and Richa.rdson·s. �o others fought
on that part of the :field until Franklin -went to their assistance at noon or
later. The incident of their ad,ance and the explosion of the •caisson -was
illusn·ated by- the pencil of the artist. Forbes: on the spot [ -:ee p. 6-! ;J. and
placed by-him at the time Franklin"s head oi column "";\as approadiiug from
Rohi·ersnlle, wliich -was about 10 o"clock. 1::
�IcClellan truly- sa:icl in his ori;inal report. that the task oi caTrying
the bridge in front of Bllinside "Was a dim.cult ont:>. The dt>pth oi the ,alle-y
and the shape of its cun-e made it impossble t•) reach the eni:-m:·s p,)sirion
at the bridge by artillery fire from the hill-tops 1)n our side. �ot so from
the enem:·s position. for the CUI,e of the ,alley- was su,�h that it "Was per
fectl: enfiladed near the bridge b: the Confederate batteries at the position
now occupied by- the national cemetery-. [See map: p. 636.] The Conieder
ate defense of the passage -was intl'nsted to D. R. Jones·s din5io:rr oi four
brigades. "Wliich "Was the one Longsneet himseli had disciplined and led till
he "Was assi gned to a larger colllllland. Toombs·s brigade "Was pfo.ced in
acl,ance: occupy-ing the defense::: of the bridge itself and the ""ooded slopes
abo,e: while the other brigades supported him. co,e1·etl b: the ridges "Whith
looked do"'ITTl upon the ,alle:. The dinsion batterie:3 "Were supplemented b-y
others from the rese1Te. and the ,alley. the bridge. and the ford bek1" -were
under the dn·ect and powerful :fire of shot and shell :from the Co:cied.erate
cannon. Toombs speaks in his report in a ch..u-acteristic -way oi his brigade

-
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It mll not be "ondered at. tho:'_reiori'. i::' IO !DY
mind the ;:rnry of the 3 o·eloek 0roo:'r i;: an in;:;:a.neo:'
of tho:' wa, in whieh an o:'rro::ie0u;: mo:'m.o:r- i;: based
upon the· desire to make tlio:' fae,;: aceo"ro wi.:h a
theory. The acmal time mu;:t h a,o:' been a;: :::nueh
larer than i:l o'elO<?k a;; the period du..�g .,hieh.
with ab;:orbed ane:ition. we had beo:'n wa.:ehin!?
the battle on the righr.-a period. ir :;: ;:aie to ;:si
,OL II. .,:,:?

'-

mueh :0n,:er ,ban it ;:,:>emed to u;;. Tni' j1:. •gme:::.::
of. ill<' ho'm-. � 0·t.:10ek. "hieh I gaw i:J. rr.y �po�.
w-.1;: mi'�l, m, inrpr1:-;:;:ion f=o:rr pa;:;:� -: <'•c-!.n;:.
for I ha;;:�ned. at ◊-:'.lh' to my o� di::ic-;: m:h0m
,hink:i.,,,. to look at m, wa.:eh. whi1<' rho:' eumulati,e
i'TIO.o:'ne:. ;:,:>em;: rn p:r�w Cl>ndu;:i,i'ly ;:har he ti.CTe
;::-a;:ed b, Bu.rn;:id�. and. by 1IeCle1.a:i him;:eli in
hl;: origi;,.,J report. i;: eo�r.-J. D. C.
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holding back Burnside's corps; bnt his force, thus strongly supported, was
as large as could be di�posed of at the head of the bridge, and almndantly
large �for resi tance to any that could be brought against it. Om· adnmce
upon the bridge could only be made by a narrow column, showing a front of
men at most. But the front ,,h:ich 'roombs deployed behind bis
eio·ht
::,
defenses ,,as three or four hundred yards
both above and below the bridge. He
him elf ays in his report:
'· From the natm·e of the ground on the other
side, the enemy ,,ere compelled to approach
mainly by the road "l>hich led up the river for
near three hundred paces parallel with my line
of battle and distant therefrom from filty to a
hundred and fifty feet, thus exposing his flank to
a destructi,·e fire the most of that distance."

Under such circum tances, I do not
hesitate to affirm that the Confederate
po ition was virtually impregnable to a
direct attack OYer the bridge, for the
column approaching :it was not only
exposed at pistol-range to the perfectly
covered :infantry of the enemy and to
two batteries which ·were assigned to the
nmoA1,rnR-GE'.'iERAL 1 �,U,· r. iwoJus, )IORTALLY
WOl'SDED AT ASTJETA)I.
l'BOJI A
special duty of supporting Toombs, and
P Jl()TOn RA I'll.
which had the exact range of the little
r
valle) with th ir hrapnrl, bnt if it should succeed in reaching the bridge its
charge across it must be made under a fire plowing through its length, the
head of the column melting away as it advanced, so that, as eYery soldier
knows, it could �how no front strong enough to make an impression upon
the enemy's breastwork.;, even if it should reach the other side. As a
desperate sort of diver. ion :in favor of the right wing, :it might be justi
fiable; but I believe that no officer or man who knew the actual sitnation
at that bridge thiuks a serious attack upon it was any part of l\IcClel
lan's original plan. Yet, :in his detailed official report, instead of speaking
of it as the difficult ta._k the original report had called :it, he treats it as
little different from a parade or march aero , which might have been done
in half an bonr.
Burnside's view of the matter was that the front attack at the bridge was
so difficult that tho pas. age b )� the ford below must be an important factor
in the task; for if Rodmnn's division should succeed :in getting across there,
at the bend in the Antietam, he would come up in rear of Toombs, and
either tb.e whole of D. R. Jones's division "~onld have to advance to meet
Rodman, or Toombs must abandon the bridge. In this I certainly concmTed,
and Rodman wa ordered to push rapicUy for the ford. It is important to
remember, however, that Walker's Confederate diYision had been posted dur
ing the earlier morning to hold that part of the Antietam line, and it was
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probably from him that Rodman suffered the first casnalties which occurred
in his ranks. But, as we have seen, \\alker had been callel1 away by Lee
only an hour before, and bad made the hasty march by the rear of Sharps
bnrg, to foll upon Sedgwick. If, therefore, Rodman had been seut to cross
at 8 o'clock, it is safe to say that his colmnu fording the stream in the
face of Walker's deployed diYision would never have reached the fo::.·ther
bank,-a contingency that �IcClellan did not consider when arguing long
afterward the favorable results that might ha·ve follo,,ed an earlier attack.
As Rodman died upon the field, no full report for his division wa made, and
we only kno,v that he met with some resistance from both infantry and artil
lery; that the winding of the stream made his march longer than he antici
pated, and that, in fact, he only approached the rear of Toombs's position from
that direction about the time when our last and successf nl charge upon the
bridge was made, between noon and 1 o'clock.
The attacks at Burnside's Bridge were made under my own eye. Sturgis's
division occupied the center of our line, with Crook's brigade of the Kanawha
Division on his right front, and ,Villcox's division in reserve, as I lrnve
already stated. Crook's position was some,drnt above the bridge, but it was
thought that by aclvancing part of Sturgis's men to the brow of the hill they
could cover the ad,Tance of Crook, and that the latter conld make a straight
dash down the hill to our end of the bridge. The orders were accordingly
given, and Crook advanced, covered by the 11th Connecticut (of Rodman),
under Colonel Kingsbury, deployed as skirmishers. In passing over the
spurs of the hills, Crook came out on the hank of the stream above the
bridge and found himself under a hea,7 fire. He faced the enemy and
returned the fire, getting such cover for his men as he could and trying to
drfre off or silence his opponents. The engagement "·as one in which the
Antietam prevented the combatants from corning to close quarters, but it was
none the less vigorously continued with mu ketry fire. Crook reported that
his bands woro full, and that he could not approach closer to the bridge. But
later in the contest, and about the time that the successful charge at the bridge
was made, he got five companies of the �8th Ohio over b)- a ford above. Sturgis·
ordered forward an attacking column from N"agle's brigade, supported and
covered by Ferrero's brigade, "hich took position in a field of corn on one of
the lower slopes of the hill opposite the hea<.l of the bridge. The whole front
was carefully covered "ith skirmishers, and onr batteries on the heights over
head were ordered to keep down the fire of the enemy's artillery. N"agle's
effort was gallantly made, but it failed, and his men ,,ere forced to seek cover
T
behind the spur of the hill from which they had ach-anced. \\ e were constantly
hoping to hear something from Rodman'::- advance b)T the ford, nnd would
gladly have waited for some more certain knowledge of his progress, but at
this time :McClellan's sense of the necessity of relie,Tiug the right was such
that he was sending reiterated orders to push the assault. Xot only were
these forwarded to me, but to give added weight to my instructions Burnside
sent direct to Sturgis urgent messages to carry the bridge at all hazards. I
directed Sturgis to take two regiments from Ferrero's brigade, which had not
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THE CHARGE ACROSS THE BL'RXSIDE BIUDGE.

In his report G<'nernl Stnrgis ,kscribes as follow" tbe
charge aeross the lll'idge:
"Orders arrh-ed fro.Ju Gencrnl l1nrnsillc, to carry tlrn
briclge at all hazards. I theu :-elected the Fifty-first
New York aUtl tl!e Filt�·-tlr�t 1',·nusJ·l,ania from the
Secornl I:ri_gn,lc-, arnl dirf'ete,l them to ehar_g-e with the
bayonl't. T-l!ey startecl ou tlleir rnissiou of cleath full of
eutlln6iasw, and. tnkiug a route less exposed tlrnu the

Fl!O)I A SI,ETCII :II.ADE .\T THE TUIE.

re.2:imeuh [Second :i\lnrylaucl aurl Sixth �ew Hnmpshire]
whieh lrnd made tile effort lJefore them, rushed at n,
1lou1Jle-quick o,er the slope lending to the bridge and
over the britke itself, "·ith au impetuosity which the
enenn- could not resbt; and the Stars and Stripes were
plnuted on tl1e OJl]lOsite l1auk at 1 o'clock r. M., amid
the most enthusiastic cheering from e,ery part of the
field from where they could be seen."

been engaged, and make a colnmn by moving them by the flank, the one left
in front and the other right in front, side by side, so that when they passed
the bridge they conlcl tnrn to left and right, forming line as they a<l-.;;anced on
the nrn. He chose the 51st Xew York, Colonel Robert B. Potter, and the 51st
Pem1s�·l-.;;,mia, Colonel John F. Hnrtranft (both names afterward greatly dis
tinguished), nnd lJoth officers arn1 men were made to feel the necessity of
suecess. At the smne time Crook succeeded in bringing a light hmntzer of
Simmonds's mi:s:ed battery down from the hill-tops, and placed it where it had
a point-blank fire on the farther encl of the bridp;e. 'rhe howitzer was one we
1rnt1 captured in ,rest Yirginia, nnd had been atldet1 to the battery, w-I1ich was
partly made np of heay>· rifled Parrott guns. '\Yhen e-.;;erything was ready,
a hem·y skirmishing- fire was opened all along the bank, the ho,dtzer threw in
clonl►le charges of canister, the two regiments charged np the road in column
\Yith fixed bayonets, and in scarcely more time than it takes to tell it, tho
bridge was passed nncl Toombs's brigade fled through the w·oocls aucl o,·er the
top of the hill. The charging regiments were adYanced in line to the crest
aboYe the bridge as soou as they were deplo>·ed, and the rest of Sturgis's
diYision, with Crook's brio·
over to streug-then
b ade1 were immecliatelY
• br01wht
0
the line. These were soon joined by Roclmnn's division with Scammon's
'---
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brigade, which had crossed at the ford, and whose presence on that side of the
stream had no doubt made the final struggle of Toombs's men less obstinate
than it would otherwise have been, the fear of being taken in rear having
always a strong moral effect upon even the best of troops. It was nmv about
1 o'clock, and nearly three hours had been spent in a bitter and bloody con
test across the narrow stream. The suceessive efforts to carry the bridge had
been made as closely following each other as possible. Each had been a fierce
combat, in which the men, ·with wonderful courage, had not easily accepted
defeat, and even when not able to cross the bridge had made use of the walls
at the encl, the fences, and every tree and stone as cover, while they strove
to reach with their fii·e their well-protected and nearly concealed opponents.
The lulls in the fighting had been short, and only to prepare new efforts.
The severity of the work was attested by our losses, which, before the cross
ing was won, exceeded five hundred men and included some of our best offi
cers, such as Colonel Kingsbury, of the 11th Connecticut; Lieutenant-Colonel
Bell, of the 51st Pennsylvania, and Lieutenant-Colonel Coleman, of the 11th
Ohio, two of them commanding regiments. The proportion of casualties to
the number engaged was much greater than common, for the nature of the
task required that comparatively few troops should be exposed at once, the
others remaining ·under cover.
Our first task was to prepare to hold the height we had gained against
the retm·n assault of the enemy which we expected, and to reply to the
destructive fire from the enemy's abundant artillery. The light batteries
were brought over and distributed in the line. The men were made to lie
down behind the crest to save them from the concentrated artillery fire
which the enemy opened upon us as soon as Toombs's regiments succeeded in
reaching their main line. But l\IcClellan's anticipation of an overwhelming
attack upon his right was so strong that he determined still to press our
advance, and sent orders accordingly. The ammunition of Sturgis's and
Crook's men had been nearly exhausted, and it was imperative that they should
be freshly supplied before entering into another engagement. Sturgis also
reported his men so exhausted by their efforts as to be unfit for an immediate
advance. On this I sent to Burnside the request that ,Yillcox's division be
sent over, with an ammunition train, and that Sturgis's division be replaced
by the fresh troops, remaining, however, on the west side of the stream as
support to the others. This was clone as rapidly as was practicable, where
everything bad to pass down the steep hill road and through so narrow a
defile as the bridge. Still, it was 3 o'clock before these changes and further
preparations could be made. Burnside had personally striven to hasten
them, and had come over to the west bank to consult and to hurry mat
ters, and took his share of personal peril, for he came at a time when
the ammunition wagons were delivering cartridges, and the road where
they were, at the encl of the bridge, was in the range of the enemy's con
stant and accurate fire. It is proper to mention this because it has been
said that he did not cross the stream. The criticisms made by McClellan
as to the time occupied in these changes and movements will not seem
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BURX�IDE'S ATTACK UPON SHARPSBURG.

In U1iR attac·k Will<'nx's cli 1·i�ion (the right of the line)
chargC'<l iuto the vill:1gc,. Colon('] Fairchild, cornrn:111<!
ing a bl'ig-a<lc in J:o,l111a11·s di\'isiou, on the left of tlw
line (whi!'h i11dwlccl llawkiuR'� ZonaYP�, SC('ll at tlJC
stu110-wall iu the pil'tnre), <le�crilJes as follows in his rc
[JOl't the aclY:rnc·c 1111011 :,;llnrpRlmrg after the hill above
the hricli;e had l1<•<·n gained: "We contiuued to ad,ance
to the oppoRite hill nmler a tr,·1uPndons fire from the
euemy',; hattn·ieR, up steep ernh:mkments. .Arriving
D<'al' a stone fcu,·e, the e11emy- a hrign«Jc composed of
South Carolina nrnl G,·orgin regiments-opened on us
with mnRketry. After r0t11ruing their fire I immedintely
or,lered a charge, which the whole hrignde gallantly rc
spouded to, rnoYing with alacrity aud �tendiuess. Aniv
iug at thefence, behill(l which the enemy were awaiting

}'RO)J A SKETCH 111.ADE AT THE TDIE,

ns, receiving their fire, losiug largennmbers of our men,
we chargc<l oyer the fe1we, dislodging them and driving
thL•111 fr,;111 their po�itions down the hill toward the vil
lag<•, a fitarnl of regimental colorA belonging to a South
Caroli11:t regi1ucnt hPing tnkcu by Private Thomas
!fare, ('0111pany D, 89th New York Volunteers, who
was afterward killed. "'e continued to pursue tho
enemy down the hill. Discovering thnt t.hey wern mns8iug fresh troops ou om· left, I went back au<l reqneste,l
General r.o,hnan to hring up rapidly tho Secoll(l Bri
gade to our Rnpport, which he did, they eugagiug tho
enemy, he soon after\\'ard falling l)n<lly wounded. ...
The large force advancing on 0111· left tlauk compelled
us to retire frorn the positiou, which we could ha,e held
had wcJ>een properly supported.''

fol'cible, if one will cowpare them with any similar movements on the field;
such as Mansfield's to support Hooker, or Sumner's or Franklin's to reach
the scene of action. About this, however, there is fair room for differ
ence of opi1tio11; "·hat I personally know is that it would have been folly
to advance ngain before Willcox had relieved Sturgis, and that as soon
n.s the fresh troops reported and could be put in line, the order to advance
was giv011. l\IcClollnu is in accord "·ith all other witnesses in declaring
that wlH'n the movement began, the conduct of the troops was gallant
beyornl criticisw.
Willcox's tli,rision formed the right, Christ's brigade being north and \Yelsh's
brigade south of the road lending from the bridge to Sharpsburg. Crook's
brigade of thC' Knnn"lrn DiYision supported \Yillcox. Roclman's di,·ision
formed on the left, llarlnnd's brigade h::wing the position on the flank, and
Fairchild's uniting with 'Willco:s: at the center. Scammon's brigade of the
Kanawha DiYision was the reserYe for Rodman on the extreme left. Sturgis's
division remained and held the crest of the bill above the bridge. About half
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the batteries of the divisions accompanied the movement, the rest being in
position on the hill-tops east of the ..Antietam. The advance necessarily followed
the high ground toward Sharpsbm·g, and as the enemy made strongest resist
ance toward Olli' right, the movement cmTed in that du.'ection, the six brigades
of D. R. Jones's Confederate division being deployed diagonally across our
front, holding the stone fences and crests of the cross ridges and aided by
abundant artillery, in which arm the enemy was particularly strong. The
battle was a fierce one from the moment Willcox's men showed themselves
on the opeu ground. Christ's brigade, taking advantage of all the cover
the trees and inequalities of surface gaYe them, pushed on along the
depression in which the road ran, a section of artillery keeping pace with them
in the road. The direction of movement brought all the brigades of the first
line in echelon, but ,Velsh soon fought his way up beside Christ, and they,
together, cu.·ove the enemy successiYely from the fields and farm-yards till
they reached the edge of the ,illage. Upon the elevation on the right of
the road was an orchard in which the shattered and diminished force of
Jones made a final stand, but Willcox concentrated his artillery fire upon it,
and his infantry was nblc to push forward and occupy it. They now partly
occupied the town of Shm1)sburg, and held the high ground commanding it
on the south-east, "There the national cemetery now is. The struggle had
been long and bloody. It was half-past 4 in the afternoon, and ammunition
had again run low, for the wagons bad not been able to accompany the
movement. Willcox paused for his men to take breath again, and to fetch up
some cartridges; but meam,hile affairs were taking a serious turn on the left.
As Rodman's di ,Tision went forward, be found the enemy before bun seem
ingly detached from Willcox's opponents, and occupying ridges upon bis left
front, so that he was not able to keep bis own connection with Willcox in
the swinging movement to the right. Still, he made good progress in the face
of stubborn resistance, though finding the enemy constantly developing more
to his left, aucl the interval between him and Willcox widening. In fact bis
movement became practically by column of brigades. The .......-iew of the field
to the south was now obstrncted by fields of tall Indian corn, and nuder this
cover Confederate troops approached the fl.auk in line of battle. Scammon's
officers in the reserve saw them as soon as Rodman's brigades echeloned, as
these were toward the front and right. This hostile force prmTed to be .A. P.
Hill's division of si:s: brigades, the last of Jackson's force to leave Harper's
Ferry, and which had reached Sharpsburg since noon. Those first seen by
Scammon's men ,,ere dressed in the National blue uniforms which they had
captured at Harper's Ferry, and it was assumed that they were part of mu· own
forces till they began to fire. Scammon quickly changed front to the left,
drove back the enemy before hun, and occupied a line of stone fences, which
he held until he was withdra\\71 from it. Harland's brigade was partly mov
ing in the corn-fields. One of his regiments was new, having been organized
only three weeks, and the brigade had somewhat lost its order and connection
when the sudden attack came. Rodman directed Colonel Harland to lead the
right of the brigade, while be himself attempted to bring the left into position.
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In performing this duty be fell mortally wounded, and the brigade broke in
confnsion after a brief effort of its right wing to hold on. Fairchild, also, now
received the fire on his left, and was forced to fall back and change front.
Being at the center when this break occuned on the left, I saw that it would
be impossible to co11tinne the moYement to the right, and sent instant orders
to ,Villeox and Crook to retire the left of their line, and to Sturgis to come
forward into the gap made in Rodman's. The troops on the right swung
bnck in perfect order ; Scammon's brigade huug on at its stone-wall with
unflinching tenacity till Sturgis had formed on the cnrving hill in rear of
them, and Rodman's had found refuge behind. ,Villcox's left, then united
with Sturgis and Scammon, was withdrawn to a new position on the left
flank of the whole line. That these manamvres on the field were really per
formed in good order is demonstrated by the fact that, although the break in
Rodman's line was a bad one, the enemy was not able to capture many pris
oners, the whole mnnber of missing, out of the :23.J:O casualties ·which the Ninth
Corps suffered in the battle, being 115, ·which includes wounded men unable to
leave the field. The enemy wern not lackiug in bold efforts to take advantage
of the check ,rn had receiYed, but were repulsed with seYere punishment, and
as tbe dn)' cleelined were c011tcnt to entrench themselves along the line of the
road leading from Sharpsburg· to the Potomac at the month of the Antietam,
half a mile in om· front. The men of the :N111th Corps lay that night upon
their nrms, the line being one which rested with both flanks near the Antie
tam, and curved outward upon the rolling hill-tops which covered the bridge
and l'Ommanded the plateau between us and the enemy. ,Vith my staff I
lay npon the ground behiml the troops, holding our horses by the bridles as
we reste<..1, for our orderlies were so exhausted that ,rn could not deny them
the same chance for a little broken slumber.
The conduct of the battle on the left has given rise to several criticisms,
among which the most prominent has been that Porter's corps, whieh lay in
reserve, was not pnt in at the same time with the Ninth Corps. j l\IcClellan
) General Thomas 1L Anderson, in lSSG Lieu
tenant-Colonel of the Dth Infantry, U. S. A., "Tote
to the eLlitors in that year:
"At the battle of Antietam I commanderl one of tbc
lmttalious of Sykes's ,livision of regulars, beld in reserve
on tbe north of Antietam creek ne ar tbe Moue briclge.
Tbree of our llattalions were on tbe south side of tbe
creek, ,leploy,0<1 as skirmiHbers in front of Sbarpslmrg-.
At the timP A. P. Hill bcg,1n to force BurnHide back
upon the left, I was talking with Colonel Bucbanan, our
brigade co111mander, when an ord,·rly lJrougbt birn a
uote from Captain (now Colonel) Blunt, wbo was the
senior otfkn· witb the battalions of our brigade b eyond
the creek. Thn note, as J re111P.mbcr, state,! in efl'eettbat
Captain Dryer, eommauding the 4th Infantry, bad rid
den into tbe enemy's lines, and upon returning bat! re
ported that there were lrnt one C'onfe,lerate battery aud
t,wo regirnentH in front of Sbarpshm·g, eonnecting the
wiugs of Lee's army.* Dryer was one of tbe coolest aud
bravest officers in our serviee, aud ou bi� report Blunt
"General Fitz John Porter writes to sav that no such
note as" Captain Dryer's report" was seen by him, ancl that
nu such (liscnssion as tu the opportunity for using the

"reserve" took place UetwePn him arnl General l\IcClellan.
General Porter says that n early all of his Fifth Corps (accorcl-

aske,l instructions. We learnf'd afterward tbat Dryer
proposed tbat Ile, Blunt, and Brown, co111111anding the
4tb, 12th, antl Hth Infantries, should charge the enemy in
Sharpsburg instantc-r. But Blunt prefened asking for
orders. Colonel Bucbanan sent the note to Sykes, who
was at the time talking with General l\IcClellan and
Fitz John Porter, about a bnrnlred and fifty yards from
us. Tbey were sitting on their horses between Taft's
and Weed's batteries a little to our left. I saw tbe note
passed fro111 one to the othPr in the group, but could not,
of course, hear wbat was said.
"We receiYe<l no ordersto adyance, lwwe ver, although
the advance of a single llrigade at the time (sunset)
would !Jaye cut Lee's army in two.
"Atter the war, I asked General Rykes why our re
serves cli<l not adYance upon receiving Dryer's report.
He answerer! that be remembered the <'i rcu111stance
very well and that be thought l\IcClellan was inclined
to onler in the Fifth Corps, Jmt that whPn be spoke of
cloing so Fitz Jolin Porter said: • Rerne111ber, General!
I command tbe last reserve of tbe l ast Ar111y of tbe
Republic.'"
ing to nrcClt•llnn's re110rt, 12,000 strong). instead of being idle

at tllat critical hour, had been sent to reenforce the right arnl
left wings, leavinp; of the Fifth Corps to defend the center a
force "not then four thousand strong," according to General
Porter's report,- EDITORS.
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answered this by saying that he did not think it prndent to diYest the center of
all reserve troops. J No doubt a single strong division marching beyond the
left flank of the Ninth Corps would have so occupied A. P. Hill's division that
01u movement into Sharpsburg could not have been checked, and, assisted by
the advance of Sumner and Franklin on the right, apparently would ha-ve
made certain the complete rout of Lee. As troops are pnt in reserve, not to
diminish the army, bnt
to be used in a pinch,
I am deeply convinced
, ,. ���,�
-..
.. rthat l\IcClellan's ref11sal
-�-'�
to use them on the left
��
was the res11lt of his
con-viction
continned
�-:through all the clay after
-------
Sedgwick's defeat, that
::.�-'-:
Lee was overwhelming
�ly snperior in force, and
��
was preparing to retnrn
a crushing blow upon
onr right flank. He "'
-------�
was keeping something
u1 hand to cover a re
treat, if that wing should
be driven back. Except
in this way, also, I am
at a loss to account for
-,Jl -.....;�\t�" -�--�-�- -"\1i-···�'<"'�
the inaction of onr right
__: ,.-1·,.,,"",::-,•.C'
;-;.\�1,j:'-k�,
-,, ......·"::--�,,··-,J '?\\
;'lj!r{;�.f.��,t!y-7-�,,,
/
I 1.�, .. :/�S 'f_"-·· '_ ...-,
1!, < ··
1 · ��I' --. -wi'-:�:�;,
d11ring the whole of
,. · .\ r,
ti·; -;·., · . �-.. ... ,..
' . ,.::::::';\.\-,,.
�: ... ,��,-�
'�i::;:.-�.�.---::-f:_:�, ,-_,," ' '.
011r engagement on the
\\'.,,..__
' ,
....._
.
,
_,_
�
.
,,.!.!""'-.
��,
. -·
'• - ' \ '•:' ·. \ -1,' \ i ... - :, ./ left. Looking at onr
; y;,' '\
part of the battle ns only
a strong diversion to PRESIDEc,T uNcoLx 1x GEc,ERAL ::11ccLELL.Ac,'s TEXT AT .,1.xTrnT.nr .AFTER
THE BATTLE. FRO)I .\ l'l!OTOGRAPH.
prevent or delay Lee's
following up his success against Hooker and the rest, it is intelligible. I cer
tainly so understood it at the time, as my report witnesses, and JUcClellan's
preliminary report supports this Yiew. If he had been impatient to have
om· attack cleliYerecl earlier, he had reason for double impatience that Frank
lin's fresh troops shonlcl assail Lee's left simnltaneonsly ,Yith 01us, 11nless he
regarded action there as hopeless, and looked 11pon 011r movement as a sort
of forlorn-hope to keep Lee from following 11p his advantages.
Bnt e-ven these are not all the troublesome questions reqniring an answer.
Conch's division had been left north-east of J\Iarylancl Heights to obserYe
Jackson's command, supposed still to be in Harper's Ferry. Why could it not
have come up on onr left as well as A. P. Hill's diYision, which was the last of
__
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) At this time Sykes and Griffin, of Porter's corps, had been advanced, and part of their troops -were
actively engaged.-EDITORS.
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tbe Confederate troops to leave the Ferry, there being nothing to observe
after it was gone t Couch's division, coming with equal paee with Hill's on
the other side of the river, would have answered our needs as well as one
from Porter's eorps. Hill came, but Couch did not. Yet even then, a regi
ment of horse watehing that flank and sconring the country as we swung it
forward ,,ould have developed Hill's presence and enabled the commanding
general either to stop our m0Yeme11t or to take the available means to support
it; but the eavalry was pnt to no such use; it occupied the center of the whole
line, only its artillery being engaged dnring the day. It wonld have been
invaluable to Hooker in the morning as it would have been to us in the after
noon. l\IeClellan had marched from Frederick City with the information that
Lee's army was divided, Jackson being detaehcd with a large force to take
Harper's Ferry. He bad put Lee's strength at 120,000 men. Assnmiug that
there was still dauger that Jackson might come npon our left with a large
force, and that Lee bad proven strong enough without Jackson to repulse
three corps on onr right and right center, McClellan might have regarded his
own army as divided also for the purpose of meeting both opponents, and his
cavah-y would have been upon the flank of foe part with which be was attacking
Lee; Porter ,,·ould haYe been in positiou to help either part in an extremity, or
to cover a retreat, aucl Bnru ide ,Yould lrnYe been the only snbordinate available
to cheek Lee's apparent snceess. "\Vill any other hypothesis inteUigibly aeconrrt
for l\IcClellan's dispositions and orders f The error in the aboYc assmnption
would be that l\IcClellan estimated Lee'· troops at nearly double their actual
unmbers, and that what "·as taken for proof of Lee's superiority in force on the
field was a series of partial reYerses which re ultecl directly from the pieeemeal
and disjointed wn,y in which l\IcClellan's morning attacks had been made.
The same explanation is the most satisfactory one that I eau give for the
iuaction of Thur clay, the 18th of September. Could l\lcClellan have known
tho desperate condition of most of Lee's brigades he wonld haYe known that
his own were in rnnch better case, badly as they had suffered. I do not doubt
that most of his subordi11ates cliscom'agecl the resumption of the attack, for
the rooted belief in Lee's preponderance of numbers had been chronic in the
army during the whole year. 'l1bat belief was based upon the inconeeivably
mistaken report of the sceret service organization, accepted at headqnarters,
given to the "\Var Department at Wnshington as a reason for incessant demands
of reenforcements, and permeating downward through the whole organization
till the error wa neceptecl as truth b:Y officers and men, and became a factor
in their morale which can harclly he over-e tirnatecl. The result was that Lee
retreated unmolested on the night of the 18th, and that what might have been
a real and decisive suecess was a drawn battle in whieh our chief claim to
victory was the pos ·es... ion of the field.
�l1he Ninth Corp ocenpied its position on the heights west of the A:atietam
without further molestation, except an irritating picket firing, till the Confed
erate army retreated. But the position was one in whielt no shelter from the
weather could be had; nor could any eooking be clone; all(l the troops were
short of rations. Late in the afternoon of Thursday, l\1orell's division of
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GE::-.ERAL �!CCLELLAX AJS"D PRESIDEXT LIXCOLN AT AXTIET,UI.

The Pl'oclamation of Emancipation was publishe,1 Sep
temller 22d, three days after the witl.idrnwal of Lee to
Virginia, :md was commnnicated to the armyofficially
on September 24th.
On October 1st President Liueoln visited the army to
see for himself if it was in no t:ondition to pursue Lee
into Virginia. General l\IcClellan says in his general re
port: "His Excellency tlle President honored the Army
of the Potomac with a visit, aml remained several day�,
during which lie went through the clliferent encamp
ments, re,"iewed tlle troops, and went over the bnt
tle-fields of South l\Ionntain aml .Antietam. I hacl the
opportunityduring this visit to describe to him the oper
ations of the army since tlle time it left Wnshington. and
gave him my reasons for not following the encrn�- after
he crossed the Potomac." ln "l\IcClcllan·s Own Sto1T"
he says t.hat the President ·' more than once assured ;lle
that he wa;; fully isatisfiecl with my whole course from
the beginning; that the onlyf:mlt he could possilJlyfiml
was, thnt I was too prone to be sure that everything
was ready before acting, but that my actions were all
right when I started. I said to him that I thought a
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few experiments with those who acted hcforc tbeywerc
ready would prollabl.,· conYince llim that in the encl I
coustrmed less time tl.ian the:, did."
After the Prc�itlent's return to Washington, October
5th, Halleck tclci:.•-raphc1l to l\TcClellan under date of
October 6th: •· The Presitlent directs that you cross
the Po1ornac aud give battle to the cuerny or drive hilll
south," etc.
On OctolJcr 7th l\TcClellan, in "General Orders No.
163." rc.fcri-cd to the Proclamation of Emancipation. He
wnrnPd the army of the danger to military discipline of
heate1l political discussions, nncl reminded them that
the "remedy for political errors, if nny nre committed,
i,- to he found onl;v in the action of the 11eople at the
polls." On Octohcr 5th General l\kf'lellan had sn.ld, in
a letter to his wifo [see "l\frCIPllan's Own Story," 11. 655),
"Mr. Aspinwall [W. n., of New Yori,] is dPcidcclly of the
opinion that it ls my c1L1ty to submit to the President·s
11roclamation and quietly continue cloing my duty as a
sol1lier. I presume be is right, nnd nm at least sure that
be is honest in his opinion. I shall surely giYc his views
full consideration." - EDITORS.
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Porter's corps was ordered to report to Burnside to relieve the picket line and
some of the regiments in the most exposed position. One brigade was
sent over the Antietam for this purpose, t and a few of the Ninth Corps regi
ments were enabled to ,Yithdraw far enough to cook some rations of which
they had been in need for twenty-four hours. Harland's brigade of Rodman's
division had been taken to the east side of the stream on the evening of the
17th to be reorganized.
.r, Porter in his ieport says t!Jat �Iorell took t!Je place of the w!Jole Nint!J Corps. In this he is entirely
mistaken, a.s the reports from l\lorell's di\'ision show.-J. D. C.
WITH BURNSIDE AT ANTIETA�I.
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BY DAVID L. THOiIPSON", CO. G, \)TH N. Y. VOLS.

AT Antietam our eorps
.r1- - the Ninth, under
Burnside-was on
the extreme left,
opposite the stone
lJridge. OurlJrigat.le
stole into position
-=.-.about half-past l 0
o'eloek on the night
of the lGth. No
- .-. lights were pern1it
tet.l, and all conver
sation was carrietl
on in whispers. A:s
the regiment was
ON THE LINE OF A SCATTERED FENCE AT
moving past the
ANTIETAM.
FROM A PHOTOGRAPH.
103tl New York to
get to its place, ther<' occurred, on a small scale
and without serious result,;, one of those unac
countable panics often noticed in crowds, hy
which eaeh man, howe\·er brave iudiviunally,
merges his imlivitluality fo1· the moment, and sur
renders to an utterly canscless fear. ,rhen every
thing was at its tlarkest an1l stealthiest one of the
103d stumbled over the regimental dog, antl, in
trying to avoid treading on it, staggered against
a stack of muskets aml kuo..:kecl them over. The
giving wa.y of the two or three men npon whom
they fell was communicateil to others in a sort
of wave movement of constantly increasing mag
nitude, reenforced by the ever-present apprehen
sion of attack, t.il\ two regiments were in confusion.
In a few seconds ortler was restorefl, ancl we went
011 to our place in the line - a fielcl of thin eorn
sloping towartl the ereek, where we sat down on
the plowed ground allfl watehecl for a while the
uull glare on the sky of the Confederate eamp
fires behind the hills. We were lmngry, of course,
but, as no fires were allowed, we could only mix
om· ground coffee arnl :'<ngar in our hands m�d eat
them dry. I think v,e were the more easily incline1l
to this ernde disposal of our ra.tions from a feeling
that for many of ns the need of drawing them
would eease forever with the following day.
All through the eYeuing the shifting and placing
had gone on, the moving masses being dimly descried
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in the strange half lights of earth auclsky. 'l'here
was somet!Jing weirdly impressive yet unreal in
the gradual tlrawing together of those whispering
armies under cover of the night-something of
awe and dread, as always in the secret preparation
for monwntons tleeds. By 11 o'clock the whole
line, four miles or more in length, w,ts sleeping,
each corps apprised of its appointeu task, each
battery in place.
lt is af;tonishing how soon, and 1>.v what slight
causes, regularity of formation and movement
aro lost in actnal battle. Disintegration begins
with tho first shot. To the !Jook-solclier a 11 orcler
seems destroyed, months of drill apparently going
for 11othing in a few minutes. Next after tho
most powerful factor in this tlerangrment- the
<:>nemy- come natural obstacles and the iuequali
ties of the ground. One of the commonest is a
patch of trees. An atl rnneing line Jags there inev
itably, the rest of the line swinging arouml insen
sibly, with the view of keepiug the alignment, and
so lo,;ing direction. The struggle for the possession
of such a point is sure to be persistent. "'onuded
men crawl to a wood for shelter, broken troops re
form behind it, a battery plantetl in its e,Ige will
stick there after other parts of the line have
gh·en way. Often a slight rise of gronrnl in
an open fieltl, not noticeable a, thousantl yartls
away, becomes, in the keep of a stu bbon1 regi
ment, a powerful head-laml against wl1ich the
waves of battle roll and ln·eak, rerp1iring new dis
positions an1l much time to clear it. A stronger
fo1·tress than a casual railroad embankment often
proves, it woultl be difficult to find ; :tllll as for a
sunken road, what possibilities of victory or dis
ast<:>r lie i11 that obstruction, let Waterloo and
FretleriC'ksburg bear witness.
At Antietam it was a low, rocky ledge, pref
ace,] b\' a corn-field. There were woods, too, and
knolls,· aml there were other corn-fields; but the
student of that b attle knows one corn-fielcl only
the com-field, now historie, lying a quarter of a·
mile north of Dunker Chureh, and east of and
bonlering the HagerstolVll 1·oad. About it and
across it, to and fro, the waves of battle swung
almost from the first, till by 10 o'clock in the
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morning, when the struggle was over, buncheds of
men lay dead among its peaceful blades.
·while these things were happening on the right,
the left was not without its excitement. A Con
federate battery discovered our position in our
corn-field, as soon as it was light enough to see,
and began to shell us. As the range became bet
ter we were moved back ancl ordered to boil cof
fee in the protection of a hollow. The general
plan of battle appears to have been to break
through tlrn Con.federate left, following up the
advantage with a constantly increasing force,
sweep him away from the fords, anll so crowd his
whole army clown into the narrow peninsula formed
by the Potomac and Antietam Creek. Even the
non-military eye, however, can see that the ten
dency of such a plan wouhl 1Je to bring the two
armies upon concentric arcs, the inner and shorter
of which must be held by the enemy, affording
him the opportunity for reenforcement by interior
lines - an immense ad,-antage only to be counter
acted by the utmost activity on our part, who
must attack vigorously where attacking at all, and
where not, imminently threaten. Certainly there
was no imminence in the threat of our center or
left-none whate,-er of the left, only a Yague
consciousnesi; of whose existence even seems to
have been in the enemy's mind, for he flouted us
all the morning with hardly more than a meager
skirmish line, while his coming troops, as .fast as
they arrived upon the ground, were sent off to
the Dunker Church.
So the morning wore away, and the fighting on the
right ceased entirely. That was fresh anxiety
the scales were turning perhaps, lrnt which way?
About noon the battle began afresh. This must
have been Franklin's men of the Sixth Corps, for
the firing was nearer, aml they came up behind
the center. Suddenly a stir beginning far up on
the right, and running like a ,,ave along the line,
brought the regiment to its feet. A silence fell on
every one at once, for each felt that the moment
ous "now'' had come. Just ai; ,ve started I saw,
with a little shock, a line-officer take out bis watch
to note the hour, as though the affair beyond the
creek were a business appointment which he was
going to keep.
,vhen we reached the brow of the bill the fringe
of tree,; along the creek screened the fighting en
tirely, and we were deployed as skirmishers under
their cover. ,ve sat there two hours. All that
time the rest of the corps had been moving over
the stone brillge and going into position on the
other side of the creek. Then we were ordered
over at a ford which bad been found below the
bridge, where the water was waist-deep. One man
was shot in mid-stream. At the foot of the slope on
the opposite side the line was formed and we moved
up through the thin woods. Reaching the level we
lay down behind a battery which seemed to have
been disabled. There, if anywhere, I should h'.1ve
remembered that I was soaking wet from my waist
down. So great was the excitement, however,
that I have never been able to recall it. Here
some of the men, going to the rear for water,
discovered in the ashes of some hay-ricks which
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bad been fired hy our shells the charred re
mains of several Confederates. After long wait
ing it became noised along the line that we were
to take a battery that was at work several hun
dred yards ahead on the top of a hill. This nar
rowed the field and brought us to consider the
work before us more attentiYely.
Right acrosi; our front, two hundred feet or so
away, ran a country road bordered on each sicle
by a snake fence. Beyond this road stretched a
plowed field several hundred feet in length, slo
ping up to the battery, which was hidden in a com
field. A stone fence, breast-high, iuclosed the field
on the left, and behind it lay a regiment of Confed
erates, who would lrn directly on our flank if we
should attempt the slope. The prospect was far
from encouraging, but the onler came to get ready
for the attempt.
Our knapsacks were left on the ground behind
us. At the wonl a rush was made for the fences.
The line was so disordered by the time the second
fenec was passed that we hurried forward to a
shallow undulation a few feet ahead, and lay down
among the furro,,.;s to re-form, doing so by crawl
ing np into line. A lmmlred feet or so ahead was
a similar unllulation to which we ran for a second
shelter. The uattery, which at first had not seemed
to notice us, now, apprised of its clanger, opened fire
upon us. "'e were getting really now for therharge
proper, but were still lying on our faces. Lieuten
ant-Colonel Kimball was ramping up and down the
line. The di::;creet regiment behillll the fence was
silent. Now and then a bullet from them cut the
air over our heads, but generally they were reserv
ing their fire for that better shot which they knew
they would get in a few minutes. The battery,
however, whose shots at first went over om· heads,
had depressed its guns so as to shave the surface of
the ground. Its fire was beginning to tell. I remem
ber looking behind and seeing an officer riding di
agonally across the field-a most inviting target
iustinctively bencling his head clown over his horse's
neck, as though he were rilling through driving
rain. ,vhile my eye was on him I saw, between
me and him, a rolled overcoat ·with its straps on
bound into the air and fall among the furrows.
One of the enemy's grape-shot had plowed a
groove in the skull of a young fellow and had cut
bis o,,ercoat from his shoulders. He neYer stirred
from his position, hut lay there face downward
a dreallful spectacle. A moment after, I hearcl a
man cursing a comrade for lying on him heavily.
He was cursing a dying man. As the range grew
better, the firing became more rapid, the situation
desperate and exasperating to the la::;t degree.
Human nature was on the rack, and there burst
forth from it the most -..-ehement, terrible swear
ing I have ever heard. Certainly the joy of con
flict was not ours that day. The suspense was
only for a moment, however, for the order to charge
came just after. Whether the regiment was thrown
into disorder or not, I never knew. I only remem
ber that as we rose and started all the fire that
had been held back so long was loosed. In a
second the air was full of the hiss of bullets and
the hurtle of grape-shot. The mental strain was
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cracking skulls like egg-shells, the consuming pas
sion in the breast of the average man is to get out
of the war. Between the pby ical fear of going
forward an<l the moral fear of turuing back, there
is a predicameut oi exceptional awkwardness from
which a, hicldeu hole in the ground would be it
wonllerfully welcome outlet.
Night fell, pre,·enting further struggle. Of GOO
men of the rcgi ment who crossed the creek at 3
o'clock that afternoon, -!.::i ,,ere killed and 17G
wonnt1ed. 'l'he Confederates held possession of
that part of the field oYer which we had moYed, and
just after d nsk they sent out detachments to collect
arms and bring in prisone1·s. Wheu they came to
our hollow all the unwounded aud slightly wounded
there ,vere marched to the reai· - prisoners of the
15th Georgia. We slept on the ground that night
without protection of any kind; for, with a reck
lessness quite common throughout the war, we
had thrown away every iucnrnbrance on going
into the fight. The weather, however, was warm
and plea ant, and there was little discomfort.
'l'he next morning we were marched-about
six hnn<lrod of us, fragmcu1 s of a dozeu different
commands- to the Potomac, passing through
, harpsb111"!!;. \Ye crossed the Potomac by the
Sbephcnlstown ford. an<l hiYouacked in tho yard
of a house near the river, remaining there all day.
The uext morning (the 10th) shells lJegan to eomo
from over the river, aud we were started on the
road to Richmoucl with a mixed guard of cavalry
and infantry. ·when we reached Winchester we
were quartered for a night in the court-house yard,
where we we1·e beset hy a motley crew who were
eager to exchange the produce of the region for
MA,JOR-GE:-IERAL JOH� G. \\"ALKE11, C. S. A.
greenbacks.
F]{Q)l A l'IIOTOGRAPH.
On the road between Shepherdstown and 1Vin
among them our sergeant-major, who was calling chester we fell in with the l\Iaryland Battalion
me to come down. He had caught sight of the a meeting I have always remembered with pleas
blanket rolled across my back, and called me to ure. They were marching to the front by com
unroll it and help to carry from the fielcl one of panie , spacetl apart about 300 or JOO feet. We
our wounded lieutenants.
were an ungainly, draggled lot, about as far re
When I returned from obeying this summons the moyed as well could be from any claim to eere
regiment (f) was not to he seen. It had gone in on the rnonions courtesy; yet eaeh company, as it passed,
run, what there was left of it., and had disappearPd gave us the military salute of shottldered arms.
iu the com-field about the battery. There was noth They were noticeable, at that early stage of the
ing to do but lie there an,1 a":ait dcYelopments. war, as the only organization we saw that wore
Nearly all the men in the hollow were wounded, one t.he regulation Confederate gray, all othe1· troops
man-a recruit uametl Devlin. It.bink-fricrh
having assumed a sort of reYised regulation
tfullv
•
t:>
so, his arm being cut short off. Re lived a few min- uniform of homespan butternut- a significant
utes only. All were calling for water, of course, witness, we thought, to the efficacy of the
hnt none was to be haa. Wc lay there till dusk, blockade.
perhaps an hour, when tlrn fighting eeased. Dur
From \Vi11chester we ,,ere marched to Staunton,
ing that hour, while th() bullets snipped the leaves where we were put on lJOard cattle-cars and for
from a young locust-tree growing at the edge of warded at night, l,y ,my of Gordons,,ille, to Rieh
tho hollow an,1 pow<lercLl us with the fragmentR, mou<l, where we- entered Libby Prison. We wne
we hall time to specnlatc on mriny t.hiugs....::.amoug not treated with special severity, for Libby was
othcrs, on the impatience with which men clamor, not at that time the hissing it afterward became.
in dull times, to be le,l into a fight. We hear<l Our time there, also, was not long. Only nine
all through the war that the armv "was cager to r1ays after we entered it we were sent away, go
he lc<l against the enemy."' It m,;st have he�n so, ing- l>y steamer to C'amp Parole, at Annapolis.
for trnthfnl correspondents saitl so. and editors From thn.t place I went home without ceremony,
coufirmPcl it. Bnt when ,on came to hunt fort.his reporting my address to my company officers.
particular iteh, it was aiways the next regiment Tlnee weeks afterward they advised me that I
that ha,1 it. Tho truth i,, when bn1lets arc mis exchanged - which meant that I was again,
whacking against tree-trunks and solid shot are legally and technically, food for powder.
so great that I saw at that moment the singular
effect mentioned, I think, in the life of Goethe on
a similar occasion-the wliolc hLndseape for au
instant turncu sliglitly retl. I see again, as I saw
it then in a flash, a mau just iu front of rne drop
his musket aud throw up his hanrls, stung into
vicrornus sweal'in"' by a bullet behind the ear.
l\I;uy men fell going up the hill, but it seemed to
be all over in a moment, autl I found myself pass
ing a hollow where a t1ozen wounded men lay-

THE INVASION OF MARYLAND.
BY JAl\IES LONGSTREET, LIEUTEXANT-GENERAL, C. S. .A.

,vHEN the Second Bull Run campaign closed we had the most brilliant
prospects the Confederates ever had. ,Vc then possessed an army
-which, had it been kept together, the Federals would never have dared attack.
,Vith such a splendid victory behind us, and such bright prospects ahead, the
question arose as to whether or not we should go into Maryland. General Lee,
on account of our short supplies, hesitated a little, but I reminded him of my
experience in Mexico, where sometimes we were obliged to liYe two or three
days on green corn. I told him we could 110t starYe at that season of the
year so long as the fields "\Yore loaded with "roasting ears." Finally he deter
mined to go on, and accordingly crossed the river and went to Frederick City.
On the 6th of September some of our cavalry, moYing toward Harper's Ferry,
became engaged with some of the Federal artillery near there. General Lee
proposed that I should organize a force, and surround the garrison and capture
it. I objected, and urged that our troops were worn with marching and were
on short rations, and that it would be a bad idea to divide our forces while we
were in the enemy's country, where he could get information, in six or eight
hours, of any movement we might make. The Federal army, though beaten at
the Second Manassas, was not disorganized, and it would certainly come out to
look for us, and we should guard against being caught in such a condition.
Our army consisted of a superior quality of soldiers, but it was in no con
dition to divide in the enemy's country. I urged that we should keep it well
in hand, recruit our strength, and get up supplies, anrl then we could clo any
thing we pleased. General Lee made no reply to this, and I supposed the
Harper's Ferry scheme was abandoned. A clay or two after we had reached
Frederick City, I went up to General Lee's tent and fouud the front walls
closed. I inquired for the general, and he, recognizing my Yoice, asked me to
come in. I went in and foancl Jackson there. The two were chscnssing the
move against Harper's Ferry, both heartily approving it. They had gone so
far that it seemed useless for me to offer any further opposition, and I only
suggested that Lee should use his entire army in the move instead of sending
off a large portion of it to Hagerstown as he intended to clo. General Lee so
far changed the wording of his order as to require me to halt at Boonsboro'
with General D. H. Hill; Jackson being ordered to Harper's Ferry l,'ia Bolivar
Heights, on the south side; l\IcLaws by the l\Iaryland Heights on the north,
and ,Valker, 1_,ia Loudoun Heights, from the sonth-cast. This was afterward
changed, and I was sent on to Hagerstown, leaving D. H. Hill alone at Sonth
l\Ionntain.
The movement against Harper's Ferry began on the 10th. Jackson made
a wide, sweeping march aronncl the Ferry, passing the Potomac at ,Villiams
port, and moving from there on toward JUartinsburg, and turning thence upon
Harper's Ferry to make his attack hy Bolivar Heights. l\IcLaws made a
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hurried march to reach l\foryland Heights before Jackson could get in posi
tion, and succeeded in doing so. ,Vith l\1aryland Heights in our possession
the Federals could not hold their position there. l\1cLaws put 200 or 300
men to each piece of his artillery and carried it np the heights, and was in
position when Jackson came 011 the heights opposite. Simultaneously ,Valker
appeared npon Loudoun Heights, south of the Potomac and east of the Shen
andoah, thus completing the combination against the Federal garrison. The
surrender of the Ferry and the twelve thousand Federal troops there was
a matter of only a short time.
If the Confederates had been ab]e to stop with that, they might have been
well contouted with their month's campaign. They had had a series of suc
cesses and no defeats; but the division of the army to make this attack on
Harper's Ferry was a fatal error, as the subsequent events showed.
,Vhile a part of the army had gone toward Harper's Ferry I had moved np
to Hagerstown. In the meantime Pope had been relieved and J'\IcClollan was in
command of the army, and with ninety thousand refreshed troops was march
ing forth to avenge the Second l\Ianassas. The situation was a very serious
one for ns. l\IcClellan was close upon us. As we moved ont of Frederick he
came on nncl occupied that place, and there he came across a lost copy of the
order assigning position to the several commands in the Harper's Ferry move.
This "lost order" has been the subject of much severe comment by Virgin
ians who have ,,Titten of the war. It was addressed to D. H. Hill, and they
charged that its loss was clue to him, and that the failure of the campaign
was the result of the lost order. As General Hill has proved that he never
received the order at his headquarters it must have been lost by some one
else.; Ordinarily, upon getting possession of such an order, the adversary
J See General Hill's statement on p. 570, antl
General Colgrove's on p. G03. The following is
the text of the "lost or1lcr" as quoted by General
l\IcCiellan in his official report:
"SPECIAL ORDERS, {
No. 191.
5

lIEADQTTARTERS, AR�IY
OF NORTIIERX VmGI:t-:H,
Sc1,tember 9th, 1862. }
"The army will rP�mnc HR march to-morrow, taking
the Uagc>rst.own road. Genernl Jackson's commnnd
will form the a,lvam·e, arnl aftPr passiug i\Iidclletown,
with sncil portions as he ma�· RClcct, take the ronte
towar,l SharpRlmrg, c·ross the Potomac at the moRt con
,enieut point, arnf hy Fri,lay night talrn possession of
the Daltimore and Ohio ltailro:ul, capture snch of the
enemy as may lle at l\fartinslmrg, and intercept sneh as
may attempt to Pseape fmm Harpcr'R Ferry.
"GenPral LoHgstre,·t's comm:11111 will pnrsne the same
road as far as BoonHhoro', when· it will halt with the
reserve, supply, arnl baggage trainR of the army.
'' General i\IeLaws, with hi� own ,livfaion and that of
GPueral R. II. Arnle.rson, will follow Gem•rat Lnno-street ·
on reaching '.lfi11'll..town he will tal,c the route"to Har�
per's Ferry, aml by Fri,lay morning po�RCSS himself of
the i\Iar_rlarnl l ll'ightH arnl emleavor to capture the
enPmy at Ilarper'H Ferry awl vfrinity.
"General Walker, with his ,lh-iRion after accomplish
ing the ollject in which hn is now engaged, will cross the
Potomac at Ch,·ek's for,!, asccn,l its right bank to Lo,
ettsvillc, take possesRion of Londonn -Heights, if 1,rac
ticable, by Friday morning, Keyes's for<f on his left,
and the roa<l between the end of the monntain and the
Potomac on his right. He will, as far as practicable,

cnuperate with Geueral J\IcLaws and Genernl Jackson
in mtercepting the retreat of the enemy.
"General D. II. Hill's 1livision will form the rear
guard of the army, 1mrs11i11g the rond tal,en by the main
!Jody. The l'P�crve artillery, ordnance, and supply
trains, etc., will precclle General Hill.
"General Stuart will detach a squadron of cavalry to
aecornpanythe commands of Generals Longstreet, Jack80ll, amt i\IcLaws, aml, with the main holly of the cav
alry, will co,er the mute of the army aml bring up all
stragglers that may h,n-e been left behind.
"The eommarnls of Generals Jackson, l\IcLaws, and
Wallrcr, after acenmpliRhing the olJjcctR for which they
ham lieen detaehe,l, will join the main body of the army
at BoonRhoro' or HagPrstown.
'' Eaf•h rngi1twnt on the march will habitnally C'arry
its axes in the re_gimental or1lnance-wagons, for nse of
the men at their cncam)lments, to procure wood, etc.
By CO[Illllarnl of Gmieral n. E. Lee.
"R.H. CmLTO:\', Assist:tnt Adjutant-General.
"l\lAJOR-GENElt.\L D. II. HILL, Commanding Divi�ion."
Comparisou of the above with the copy of the
order as printed among the Con federate Corre
spondence (" Official Records," Volume XIX.,
Part II., p. G03) shows that the latter contaius
two parngraphs, omitted above. In the first par
agraph the officers and men of Lee's army are
prohibited from visiting Fredericktown except on
written permission; arn1 in the second parngraph
directions are given for the transportation of the
sick and disabled to Winchester.-EDIT0RS.
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would take it as a ruse de guerre, but it seems that General l\lcClellan gave it his
confidence, and made bis dispositions accordingly. He planned his attack upon
D. H. Hill under the impression that I was there with 12 brigades, 9 of which
were really at Hagerstown, while R. H. Anderson's division was on l\Iarylaucl
Heights with General l\IcLaws. Had �lcClellan exercised clue diligence in
seeking information from his own resources, be would have known better the
situation at South Mountain and could
ba;ve enveloped General D. H. Hill's di
vision on the afternoon of the 13th, or
early on the morning of the 14th, and then
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THE OLD LUTHERAN CIIURCII, SIIARPSBURG.

FRO)! A W.AR-TDIE PHOTOGRAPH.

The church stands at the east end of the ,illage, on :'.\Iain street, aml was a Fetleral ho�pital after the
battle. Burnside's skirmisher,; gained a hold in the first cross-street below the church, where
there was considerable fighting. On the hill in the extreme distance )lain street becomes
the Shepherdstown road, by which the Confederates retreuted.-EDITORS.

turned upon l\IcLaws at l\Iarylancl Heights, before I could have reached either
point. As it was, :McClellan, after finding the order, moved with more confi
dence on toward South l\Iountain, where D. H. Hill was stationed as a Con
federate rear-guard with five thousand men under his command. As I have
stated, my command was at Hagerstown, thirteen miles farther on. General
Lee was with me, and on the night of the 13th we received information that
l\IcClellan was at the foot of South l\Iountain with his great army. General
Lee ordered me to march back to the mountain early the next morning. I
suggested that, instead of meeting J\IcClellan there, we withdraw Hill and
unite my forces and Hill's at Sharpsburg, at the same time explaining that
Sharpsb1ug was a strong defensive position from which ,Ye co11Jcl strike the
flank or rear of any force that might be sent to the relief of Harper's Ferry.
I endeavored to show him that by making a forced march to Hill my troops
would be in an exhausted condition and could not make a proper battle.
Lee listened patiently enough, but did not change his plans, and directed
that I should go back the next clay and make a stand at the mountain.
After lying clown, my mind was still on the battle of the next clay, and I
YOL. II. 43

THE INVASION OF MARYLAND.

666

was so impressed ·with the thought that it would be impossible for us to do
anything at South Mountain with the fragments of a worn and exhausted
army, that I rose and, striking a light, wrote a note to General Lee, urging
him to order Hill away and concentrate at Sharpsburg. To that note I got
no answer, and the next morning I marched as directed, leaving General
Toombs, as ordered by General Lee, at Hagerstown to guard our trains and
supplies.
,Ve marched as hmTiedly as we could over a hot and dusty road, and
reached the mountain about 3 o'clock in the afternoon, with the troops
much scattered and worn. In riding up the mountain to join General Hill
I discovered that everything was in such disjointed condition that it would
be impossible for my troops and Hill's to hold the mountain against such
forces as l\IcCiellan hacl there, and wrote a note to General Lee, in which I
stated tlrnt fact, and cautioned him to make his arrangements to retire that
night. ,Ve got as many troops up as we could, and by putting in detach
ments here and there managed to hold l\foCiellan in check until night, .when
Lee ordered the withdrawal to Sharpsburg.
On the afternoon of the 15th of September my command and Hill's crossed
the Antietam Creek, and took position in front of Slrnrpsburg, my command
filing into position on the right of the Sharpsburg and Boonsboro' turnpike,
and D. H. Hill's division on the left. Soon after getting into position we found
our left, at Dunker Church, the weak point, and Hood, with two brigades,
was changed from my right to guard this point, leaving General D. H. Hill
between the parts of
my command.
That night, after
we heard of the fall
of Harper's Ferry,
General Lee ordered
Stonewall Jackson to
march to Sharpsburg
as rapidly as he could
come. Then it was
that we should have
retired from Sharps
burg and gone to the
0
Virginin side of the
----::�.-.:-���-·
Potomac.
The moral effect of
our move into l\Iary
land had been lost
�./ - ----- � .
_:ft.<i;'<(' ,)'/!. ,· �:-----,
by our discomfiture
·/
at South Mountain,
S
IIEADQU.\RTERS
IN
SIIARrSBURfl.
FROM
A
PHOTOGRAPH.
LEF
and it was then evi
Tltis house, which wa� the residence of Jacob II. Gro,,e, is uotetl in Sharpsburg
ns, t)ie 1 Ia,·e where Lee heltl a confPr<'nce with Longstreet n1Hl D. II. IIill. But dent we could not
Lee x henllquarters tc11ts were pitcliecl iu n, small grove ou the right of the Shep
herdstown roml, juxt outside the towu.-EDITORS.
hope to concentrate
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SOUTH-EASTERN STRETCH OF THE SUNKEN ROAD, OR "BLOODY LANE," [�EE ]!AP, P. 636.]
}'RO)I A PHOTOGRAPH TAKEX IX 1885.

in time to do more than make a respectable retreat, "·hereas by retiring before
the battle we could have claimed a very successful campaign.
On the forenoon of the 15th, the blue uniforms of the Federals appeared
among the trees that crowned the heights on the eastern bank of the Antie
tam. The number increased, and larger and larger grew the field of blne until
it seemed to stretch as far as the eye could see, and from the tops of the
mountains down to the edges of the stream gathered the great army of
ifoClellan. It was an awe-inspiring spectacle as this grand force settled
down in sight of the Confederates, then shattered by battles and scattered by
long and tiresome marches. On the 16th Jackson came and took position
with part of his comuumd on my left. Before night the Federals attacked
my left and gave ns a severe fight, principally against Hood's division, but
we drove them back, holding ,Yell our ground. After nightfall Hood was
relieved from the position on the left, ordered to replenish his ammnnition,
and be ready to resume his first position on my right in the morning.
General Jackson's forces, who relieved Hood, "·ere extended to onr left,
reaching well back toward the Potomac, · where most of onr caYalry ,,as.
Toombs had joined us with t,Yo of his regiments, and "\\as placed as gnard
on the bridge on my right. Hooker, who had thrown his corps against my
left in the afternoon, was reenforced by the corps of Sumner and M:ansfield.
Sykes's division was also drawn into position for the impending battle.
Bm·nside was over against my right, threatening the passage of the Antietam
at that point. On the morning of the 17th the Federals were in good position
along the Antietam, stretching np and down and across it to our left for
three miles. They had a good position for their guns, which were of the
most approved make and metal. Onr position overcrownecl theirs a little,
but our guns were inferior and om· ammunition was very imperfect.
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Back of 1\1:eClellan's line was n high
ridge npon which was his signal stntion
overlooking every point of our field. D.
R. Jones's brigades of my command de
ployed on the right of the Sharpsburg
pike, while Hood's brigades awaited
orders. D. H. Hill wns on the left
extending townrd the Hagerstown
Sharpsbnrg· pike, mid Jacksou ex
tended out from Hill's left toward the
Potomac. The battle opened henvily
with the attacks of the eorps of Hooker,
Mansfield, anc1 Sumner against our left
center, which consisted of Jackson's
right m1cl D. H. Hill's left. So severe
and persistent were these atfack� that
I was obliged to send Hood to support
THE SUXKE� ROAD, OR '' BLOODY LANE."
Fim,1 A PllOTOGRAPII TAKEN sr::-;;cg THE WAR.
onr center. The Federals forced us
This \7t'W iR from the Sel'Oll(l lwrnl in the Jane, look
ing- toward the £Iag-erstown pike, the Dunker Church bnckn little, however, and held this part
woocl appearing in the hacl,grouml. In the fore of onr position to the end of the day's
grouncl RichardAon 1·rosse1I to the left into the f'orn
fielll near Piper's honsc. The house in the midtlle work.
,Vith new troops and renewed
ground, en•dcd sinee the war, mark� the scene of
efforts l\IcClellan continued his attacks
French's harcl tight after passing Roulette's house.
EDITORS.
upon this point from time to time,
while he brought his forees to bear against other points. 'rhe lino swayed
forward and back like a rope exposed to rushing uurrents. A force too heavy
to be withstood would strike and drive in a weak point till we eonld collect
a few fragments, and in turn force bnck the advance till our lost ground was
recovered. A heroic effort was made
;
.
lJy D. H. Hill, who collected some frag
.: . . - - -:: - - � . . - - ,:_: -· . � .. '.
.
ments and led a charge to drive bnck
and recover onr lost ground at the cen
-:.
ter. He soon found that his little band
was too much expose(1 on its left flank
and was obliged tonbandon the nttempt.
Tlrns tho battle ebbed and flowed with
terrific slaughter on both sides.
The Federals fought with wonderful
bravery a11d the Confederates clnng to
their grourn1 with heroic courage as
hour after honr they -were mown down
like grass. The fresh troops of l\Ic
Clellau literally tore into shreds the
already ragged army of Lee, but the
Confederates never gave bnck.
I remember at one time they were
TUE SUNKEN ROAD, LOOKING EAST FROM ROULETTE'S
surging np against us with fenrful
LAl\'E, FRO:II A PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN IN 1885.
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numbers. I was occupying the left o-vm· by Hood, -whose ammunition gave
out. He retired to get a fresh supply. Soon after the Federals moved up
against us in great masses.
We were under the crest of a hill occupying a position that ought to haYe
been held by from four to six brigades. The only troops there were Cooke's
regiment of North Carolina infantry, and they were without a cartridge. As
I rode along the line with my staff I saw two pieces of the ,Vashington Artil
lery (l\Iiller's bat
tery), but there were
not enough men to
man them. rrhe gun
ners had been either
killed or wounded.
This was a fearful sit
uation for the Con
federate center. I put
.
'
my staff-officers to
.
'
-.
the guns while I held
' '· .. ·-. ...... ,;§,:< ' ..
their horses. It was � �<...
\� �-��
�-t�·<t-_�-,�
-')._
,,
��
_j:;:;
:> �
-..,'
easy to see that if
�r:... - , _,�I'�\��;,,:>
the Federals broke
'. ' •'.. .::::/'..�� "'":�
;:},),
.. �j. .
.-,�--���1�::\�.-i
. ' ''::t�·
through our line
-- --1.� If
� .- .....
�---v
.rc--l,-:'11!
there, the Confeder
·: •. "' :·. "!.: ·�"':.. . '. .
ate army would be
cut in two and prob
COSFEDEI:ATE DE.ID (OF D. II. HILL'$ D1'"1SIOS) I:-' THE SUNKEX R()AD.
ably destroyed, for
FROll A PIIOTOG RAPII.
we were already
badly whipped and were only holding our ground by sheer force of despera
tion. Cooke sent me word that his ammunition was out. I replied that be
must hold his position as long as he had a man left. He responded that he
would show his colors as long ns there was a man alive to hold them np. \Ve
loaded np our little guns with canister and sent a rattle of hail into the Fed
erals as they came up over the crest of the hill.
That little battery shot harder and faster, with a sort of human energy, as
though it realized that it was to hold the thousands of Federals at bay or the
battle was lost. So warm w1.1s the reception we gave them that they dodged
back behind the crest of the hill. ,Ve sought to make them believe we had
many batteries before them. As the Federals would come np they would see
the colo!·s of the North Carolina regiment waving placidly and then would
receive a shower of canister. "\Ve made it lively while it lasted. In the mean
time General Chilton, General Lee's chief of staff, made his way to me and
asked, "Where are the troops yon are holding your line with ?" I pointed
to my two pieces and to Cooke's regiment, and replied, "rrhere they are; bnt
that regiment hasn't a cartridge."
Chilton's eyes popped as though they would come out of his head; he
struck spurs to his horse and away he went to General Lee. I suppose he
.
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made some remarkable report, although I did not see General Lee again
until night. After a little a shot came across the Federal front, plowing the
ground in a parallel line. Another and another, each nearer and nearer their
li.ne. This enfilade fire, so distressing to soldiers, was from a battery on
D. H. Hill's line, and it soon beat back the attacking colnnrn.
l\Ieanwhile, R. H. Anderson and Hood came to our support and gave
us more confidence. It was a little while only until another assault
was made against D.
H. Hill, and extendi11g
far over toward om·
left, where l\IcLaws
and Walker were sup
- - ---�
porting Jackson. In
l?:!�€1 ... ·>-·- -- - - - - -�
this
desperate effort
,......,
___,
the lines seemed to
swing back and forth
for many minutes, .but
at last they settled clown to their respective
positions, the Confederates holding with a
· desperation which seemed to say, "We are
,. ,\,. here to die."
.
.� \\_
l\Iean time General Lee was over toward
.;:s ,i"
·',\
our right, where Burnside was trying to
cross to the attack. Toombs, who had
l:OGLETTE'>,; FAH�r.
been assigned as guard at that point,
1.-YiPw of \Yilliam
did handsome service. His troops
Roulette's farm-hou�e.
2.- Jtonktte's R]lring
were footsore and worn from march
house, in whi<-h Confed
ing, and he had only four hundred
erate prisoners were
eonfined during the
men
to meet the Ninth Corps. The
battle. 3.- Roulette's
spring, a co11ious fount
little band fought bravely, but the
ain wilieh refreshed
many t!Jirsty soldiers Federals were pressing them slowly back.
The delay that
of both nrmies.
Toombs caused saved that part of the battle, however, for
at the last moment A. P. Hill came in to reenforce him, and D. H. Hill dis
covered a good place for a battery and opened with it. Thus the Confed
erates were enabled to drive the Federals back, and when night settled clown
the army of Lee was still in possession of the field. But it was clearly
bought, for thousands of brave soldiers were dead on the field and many
gallant commands were torn as a forest in a cyclone. It was heart-rending
to see how Lee's army had been slashed by the day's fighting.
Nearly one-fourth of the troops who went into the battle were ki.llecl or
wounded. ,Ve were so baclly crushed that at the close of the clay ten thou
sand fresh troops could have come in and taken Lee's army and every
thing it had. But J\IcClellan did not know it, and [apparently] feared, when
Burnside was pressed back, that Sharpsburg was a Confederate victory, and
that he would have to refo:e. As it was, when night settled down both
armies were content to stay where they were.
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During the progress of the battle of Sharpsb1ug General Lee and I were
riding along my line and D. H. Hill's, when we received a report of move
ments of the enemy and started up the ridge to make a reconnoissance.
General Lee and I dismounted, but Hill declined to do so. I said to Hill,
"If you insist on riding np there and drawiug the fire, give us a little interval
so that we may not be in the line of the fire when they open upon you."
General Lee and I stood on
the top of the crest with om·
glasses, looking at the move
ments of the Federals on the
rear left. After a moment I
turned my glass to the right
the Federal left. As I did so,
I noticed a puff of white smoke
from the mouth of a cannon.
"There is a shot for you," I said
to General Hill. The gunner ,was a mile away, and the can
.· _'
non-shot came whisking through
,ii;:t" ..,· ,1,.·i:��-£-·
•. . -, ,(n---"ijir_t:
,, . ·,. .,,
.
the aii' for three or four seconds
, -..,;;::::..�. ✓ ✓-- "'Z<I ,::::5;:�,,· .:,:ir=�"',"'t,A�t, ... ft;!I -......_
:. \_
I •�•7"(�;�;,"·\/\ -:-�q
.
I)\ •,
and took off the front legs of
. . � \-�;· !�\ the horse that Hill sat on and
AFTER TUE BATTLE-POSITIO:'f OF TIIE CONFEDERATE
BATTERIES IX FRONT OF DUXl(ER CHURCH.
let the animal down upon his
FHO�I A l'IIOTOGIL\PII,
stumps. The horse's bead was
so low and bis croup so high that Hill was in a most ludicrous position.
With one foot in the stirrup he made several efforts to get the other leg over
the croup, but failed. Finally we prevailed upon him to try the other end of
the horse, and he got clmvn. He bad a third horse shot under him before the
close of the battle. That shot at Hill was the second best shot I ever saw.
The best was at Yorktown. There a Federal officer came out in front of our
line, and sitting clown to bis little platting table began to make a map.
One of our officers carefully sighted a gun, touched it off, and dropped a
shell into the bands of the man at the little table.)
When the battle was over and night was gathering, I started to Lee's
headquarters to make my report. In going through the town I passed a
house that bad been set afire and was still burning. The family was in great
distress, and I stopped to do what I could for them. By that I was detained
until after the other officers had reached headquarters aml made their reports.
I
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J Major Alfred A. Woodhull, Surgeon, U. S. A.,
wrote from David's Island, N. Y., July lGth,
lSSG:
"GenPral Longstreet's 'hest shot' was undoubtedly
the shell that shattered the plane table that First
Lieutenant Orlando G. Wagner, Topographiral Engi
neer, was using in front of Yorktown, when be was
mortally wonnded, precisely as described. He died
April 21st, 1862.
"Early on the morning of September 17th, 1862 (ahout
8 or 9 o'clock), I was standing near the guns of Captain
Stephen H. Weed, 5th Artillery, when a small group

came in sight, <lirectly in our front, about a mile away.
There was no firing of any im11ortance at that time on
our left, and Captain Weed, who was a superb artillerist
himself, aimed and fired at the single moimted man and
struclc the horse. I witnessed the sl10t, and have no
doubt it was the one General Longstreet commemorates
as the 'second hest.' lily recollection is that the horse
was gray, and I bad the impression that the party was
somewhat to the left /south) of the turnpike. General
Longstreet kindly WTites me that he cannot now recall
the hour, but that there was little firing at the time, and
that the place 'was about twenty feet from the Boonsboro' 11ike, north.' "
EDITORS.
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My delay caused some apprehension on the part of General Lee that I had
been hurt; in fact, such a report had been sent him. When I rode up and
dismounted he seemed much relieved, and, coming to me very hurriedly for
one of his dignified manner, threw his arms upon my shoulders and said:
"Here is my old war-horse at last."
·when all the reports were in, General Lee decided that he would not
be prepared the next day for offensive battle, and would prepare only
for defense, as we had been
doing.
The next day [ the 18th]
the Federals failed to ad
vance, and both armies
remained in position. Dur
ing the day some of the
:'

:: ::. : ·.:.�:-.·::•" .

:.':·\;}?:/;;?:,�,:
'
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Federals came over
under a flag of truce
to look after their dead
and wounded. The fol
lowing night we with
drew, passing the Po
tomac with our entire
l<'IELD IIOSl'ITALS OP FRE:-iCII'S DIY!SION AT ANTlETAll.
army. After we had
l<'ROM A l'HOTOGRAPII.
crossed, the Federals
Tbeso pictures, according to a letter received by tbe editors from Dr. Samuel
made a show of pur Sexton (8th Ohio), re]lrescut two tieltl--hos11itals established for the use of
French's division at Antietam. The upper one was in charge of Dr. Sexton,
suit, and a force of who
sent hack the wounded men under his care at the front to this place
tho battle, ancl afterward organized a hospital fur all of the wounded
about fifteen hundred during
soldiers founcl tbcre,- utilizing for tlrnt purpose t \Yo or tllrce llarns, and
crossed the riYer and erecting, besides, a nmnher of shelters (shown in tbe cut) out of Virginia split
set up on end in two parallel rows, meeting at the top, where they were
gave a considerable rails,
secured. The sheds thus made were afterward thatched with straw, and
accommodate about 10 or 15 men each.
amount of trouble to could
The lower picture shows an adjacent hospital for wounded Confederate
which was in clmrge of Dr. Anson Hurd of the 14th Indiana, who
the commancl under isprisoners,
Reen standing on the right.
Pendleton. A. P. Hill
"'"as sent back with his division, and attacked the Federals who had crossed
the river in pursuit of ns. His lines extended beyond theirs, and he drove
them back in great confusion. Some sprang over the bluffs of the river and
were killed; some were drowned and others were shot.!
Proceeding on our march, we went to Bunker Hill, where we remained for
several clays. A report was made of a Federal advance, but it turned out to
he only a party of cavalry and amounted to nothing. As soon as the cavalry--

+Major AlfreLI A. Woodhull, SurgPOn, U.S. A.,
wrote from David's Island, N. Y., July :llst, 1886,
concerning this movement:
"Early Satnnlay, September 20th, 11£ajor Charles s.

Lovell, 10th Infantry, crossed to reconnoiter with the
Second Brigade (regulars), of Sykes's division, and otbei·
troops followed. On our ascent to the plateau we passed
some abandoned artillery, but met witb no opposition
until nearly a mile from the bank, where a long infantry
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BLACKFOJW'S, OU BOTELER'$, FORD,

J>R031

TIIE 31ARYLAND SIDE,

Thi, picture, taken from the tow-path of the Chesa
peake and Ohio Canal, shows the ford below Shepherds
town by which Lee's army retreate,l after Antietam,
the cliff on the Yirginia side being the scene of the dis
aster to the 118th Penusylvauia, or Corn Exchange,
regiment. ,vhen Porter's corps arriYed at the Potomac
in pursuit, on Se1)te111l>er 19th, Coufcdernte artillery on
the cliffs <lispntcd the pasAage. .A. small U11iou fo1Tc,
Ullder General Gritlin, moved a1·ro1<s the ri\·er in face of
a warm tire, and, s,•.alin,g the heights, captured seYeral
piect'\s of artillery. This uttackiug party was recalled
dnriug the night. Next morning, the 20th, two brigades
of Sykes's <liYision crossed and gained the heights 011 the
left l>y the emuent mill, while one brigade of l\lorell's di-

FR031 A UECENT PHOTOGRAPII,

Yision ad,-a11ee1l to the right toward Shcpherdsto,n1 anti
ascended tht'\ heights by way of the r,wine. The 118th
Penusyl,:mia forme<l heyond the crest and abreast of
the dam. Soon the Confederates attacked with spirit.
The Union forces were witlltlraw11 without urnch loss,
except to the 118th Pennsyl,ania, which was a llCW
regiment, nnmbering 737 men, :tl](l had been armed, as it
pro,ed, with tlefceti,·e i-ifl.cR. They made a stout resiRt
anee, until ordered to retreat, when most of the men tletl
down the 1)]'ecipitous faee of the hluff anti tlwuee acroRS
the river, some crossing on tile clam, the top of wllich
was then dtT, The�· were alRo under tire in erosRing-;
aud out of 361 in killed, w01wdetl, a11tl captm·ed at tlJis
place, the 118th Pennsylvania Jost 269.

retired we moved back and camped around Winchester, where we remained
until some time in October. Onr stragglers continued to come in until Novem
ber, which shows how many we bad lost by severe marches.
The great mistake of the campaign was the division of Lee's army. If
General Lee bad kept bis forces together, he could not have suffered defeat.
line was confronted nnexpectecU�·. l\lajor Lo,·elJ had
be<',ll informed that ea,alry was to cross before na at day
light. 1.Jut we were then found to he in a,lvanee, and tile
ravalry which was to feel tile way was iu 0111· rear, and
beiug useless was at once witllrlrawn. The o,erlapping
size of tbc at.l.vaucing force in frout, its nrnniJest effort to
envelop our left flank as well, and the probability of its
extcnR10n beyond our right, compellecl an immediate re
turn, whir.ll was effected with st<>adineRs, while skirmish
ing, Iu fantry reenforcements that had erosRccl tl1e riYer
were flimultaneonsl,v wit.bdrawn. hut 011 the right the
118th PennsylvaJlia, known as th<'" Corn Exel1ange" reg
iment, suffered severely, espeeiallyin one wing, where

it was said at the time that there was a 111isa11prehensio11
of onkrs. "·hen 0111· men were in the Rtream tllcre were
tlropping shots, hut tbe-re was uo direct infantry fire ot'
importance . .J.. fieree Union artiller,v fire wai, kept up to
eo,er tile retreat of uur right, whiell inde('d loRt bea ,·ily.
Rut tllere was no such slangllt<'r as the Coufe,lerate re
ports annouuet:cl (I think A. P. Hill 1111tit at 3000, and said
the rotowac was blue with the Yankee clca<l), Had the
cavalry really heen in ad,ance, the reeonnoi1;sance could
have b<>cn aeeompli1;1bed with comparative ease. I was
a medical olfic<>r attaebecl to the infantry, an<l. acting as
an airle for l\Iajor Lovell, bacl opportunity to witness
what is here stated."
EDITORS.

THE INVASION OF MARYLAND.

At Sharpsburg he had hardly 37,000 men,� who were in poor condition for
battle, while )IcClellan had about 87,000, who were fresh and strong.
rrhe next year, ,,hen on om· way to Gettysburg, there was the same situa
tion of affairs at Harper's Ferry, but we let it alone.
General Lee was not satisfied with the Tesult of the l\Iaryland campaign,
and seemed inclined to attribute the failure to the Lost Dispatch; though I be
lieve he was more inclined to attribute the loss of the dispatch to the fault of a
courier or to other negligence than that of the officer to whom it was directed.
Our men came in so rapi<.Uy after the battle that renewed hope of gathering
his army in great strength soon cnnsed J:,iee to look for other and new pros
pects, and to lose sight of the lost campaign. But at Sharpsburg was sprung
the keystone of the arch upon "\\'hich the Confederate cause rested. Jackson
was quite satisfied with the campaign, as the Virginia papers made him the
hero of Harper's Ferry, although the greater danger ,ms "ith l\IcLaws, whose
sen·ice was the seyerer and more important. Lee lost nearly 20,000 by
straggling in this campaign,- almost twice as many as were captured at
Harper's Ferry.
The battle casualties of Jackson's command from the Rappahannock to the
Potomac, according to the"Official Records," -were 4G29, while mine, including
those of R. H. Anderson's division, were 4725, making in all, 935-1. That
taken from the army of 55,000 at the Second l\Ianassas left a force of 45,6--!G
moving across the Potomac. To that number must be added the forces that
joined us; namely, D. H. Hill with 5000, l\IcLaws with -1000, and Walker
with :2000. Thus Lee's army 011 entering l\Iaryland was made up of nearly
57,000 men, e:s:clusiYe of artillery and cantlry. As we had but 37,000 at
Sharpsburg, our losses in the seYeral engagements after we crossed the Poto
mac, i11cludi11g strngglers, reached nearly 20,000. Our casualties in the affairs
of the l\Iaryland campaign, including Sharpsburg, were 13,96--1. Estimating
the casualties in the l\Inryland campaign preceding Sharpsburg at 2000, it will
be seen that we lost at Sharpsburg 11,000 to 1:2,000. Only a glance at these
figures is necessary to impress one with the number of those who were unable
to stand the long and rapid marches, and fell by the wayside, viz., 8000 to
9000. The Virginians who haYe written of the war ha Ye often charged the loss
of the l\Iaryland campaign to "laggards." It is unkind to apply such a term
to our soldiers, w·ho were as patient, courageous, and chivalrous as any ever
marshaled into phalanx. l\Ia:ny were just out of the hospitals, and many more
were crippled by injuries received in battle. They were marching without
sufficient food or clothing, with their muskets, ammunition, proYisions, and in
fact their all, packed upon their backs. They struggled along with bleeding
feet, tramping rugged mountain roads through a heated season. Such soldiers
should not be called "laggards" by their countrymen. Let them have their
well-earned honors though the fame of others suffer thereby.
� This was Lee's estimate as stated to me at the
time. It is much above the estimate of those who
have since written of this campaign. Colonel
Charles :11Iarsball, in bis evidence in the Pitz John
Porter case, gives our forces at the Second Ma-

nassas on August 29th as 50,000, not including
artillery or cavalry. R.H. Anderson joined me on
the night of August 29th, with over 4000.-J. L.
Lee says officially that "Antietam was fought
with less than 40,000 men on our side."-EDITORS.
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SHARPSBURG. J
BY JOHX G. WALKEI:, .'.\lAJOR-GEXEHAL. C. i'. A.

past the hour of noon on the 16th of September, 186:2, General
ALITTLE
" Stonewall" Jackson and myself reached Genera} Lee's headquarters

at Sharpsburg and reported the arrival of our com1rn1mls. I am thus par
ticular in noting the hour of the arrival of my division for the reason that
some writers have fallen into the enor of mentioning my arrival as coinci
dent with that of l\lcLaws's diYision, whic-h was some twenty-two hours later.
The thought of General Lee's perilous situation, with the Potomac River
in his rear, confronting·, ·with his small force, McClellan's vast army, had
haunted me through the long hours of the night's march, and I expected to
find General Lee anxious and care·worn. Anxious enough, no don bt, he was;
but there was nothing in his look or manner to indicate it. On the con
trary, he was calm, dignified, and even cheerful. If he had had a well
equipped army of a hundred thousand veterans at his back, he could not
have appeared more composed and confident. Ou shaking hands with us, he
simply expressed his satisfaction with the result of our operations at Harper's
Ferry, aucl with om· timely arrival at Sharpsburg; adding that with om· reen
forcement he felt confident of being able to hold his ground until the arrival
of the di visions of R.. H. Anderson, l\IcLa"s, aud A. P. Hill, which were still
behind, and which did not arrive nutil the next clay.
At four in the afternoon I received an order from General Leo to move at
3 o'clock the next morning, and take position with my division on the extreme
right of his line of battle, so as to cover a ford of the Antietam, and to lend a
hand, in case of necessity, to General Toombs, whose brigade was guarding
the bridge over the Antietam called by Federal writers "Burnside's Bridge."
l For an account of the part taken by Gener:i,l Walker's division in the operations leading to the surrender of Harper',; F erry, see pp. 60--1 to Gll.-EDITORS.
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IlUR:s'SIDE'S BHlUOE - I.

Tl.tis pict.u,·c, :tfter a 11hoto;{1·aph takc11 in 1885, i� a
vi,'w of the Confcdernt<: 1iosit.io11 from t.ltc slope of ti.lo
bill oceupie,l hy the U11io11 llattel'ics hcforc a ero;;siug
was eft'ecte<l . .-\t the t.imc of the hattle ti.le buildiugs
lt:ul not bccu crecte,l, aud ti.le Con.fedemtc bill-side was

coY<•1·.-tl with trees. A Confrrlerate battery on the left
cufiladc'1 the nossiu;{. Unio11 shnrp-sltooters took a<l
Yn11ta;{C of ti.le f.tom•-,,·all on ti.le rigltt of ti.le approaclt
to ti.le lH·i<l;{e. Tl.le coutiuuatiou of the roatl to Slrnrps
hnrg is 8CC11 on the rig-ht aeross ti.le l)ridge.-EDITORS.

At daybreak on the 17th I took the position assigned me, forming my line
of battle on tho crest of a ridge in front of the ford jnst mentioned. The
gronnd, from my position to the creek, distant about five hundred yards,
sloped gradnally down to the crossing, just below which there vrns a wooded,
bluff-like hill commanding the approach to the ford from the east. t Here I
posted a battalion of skirmishers.
While t110sc dispositions, after a careful reeonnoissance of the ground ou
both sides of tho Antietam, were being· made, the booming of artillery, at
some dista,nce on mr left, ·warned us that the battle had begnn. As the
morning wore 011 tho firing grew heavier nnd heavier, until Elk }\fountain, to
the oastwarcl, gave bnck an incessant echo.
Abont 9 o'clock au orcler was brought by a staff-officer of Genera] Lee,
directing me to lrnny to the left to reenforce Jackson, ,Yho was being hard
pressed. Hastilr recalling my skirmishers, I hurried forward, left in front,
along the rear of the w·ho]e Confederate line of battle. As I passed what is now
known as Cemotery Hil1, I saw General Lee standing erect and cahn, with a
field-glass to his eye, his fine form sharply outlined against the sky, and I
;t The ford by which Rodman crossed after ,valke1�8 forces were withdrawn.-EDITORS.
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llUR�SIDE'S BRil>GE-Il.

This picture, after a photogrnph taken in 1885. is n view
of t.be Union position from the hill where Confet:crate
nrtillery wns plm1ted to enfilade the bridge. From a
pointhelow, tile 2tl Maryland and tbe6tb New J fmnpsbire
ellnrgecl up tile rontl, but tlley were swept lJy such a mur-

1lero1rn fire that only a few rencbe,l tho 1.Jridge and
1<ou;d1t shelter hellincl the stone-wall above. Subse
qnently, the hridge wm, enrrie,l hy thc51RtPennsylYania
an,l the 51st New York. l'bargiug from the 11ines on the
bill-side (sec p. 652).-EIHTOI:�.

thought I hnd never seen a nobler figure. He seemed quite unconscious that
the enemy's shells were exploding around and beyond him.
To those who have not been witnesses of a great battle like this, where
more than a hundred thousand men, armed with all the appliances of modern
science and skill, are engaged in the work of slaughtering each other, it is
impossible by the power of words to convey an adequate idea of its terrible
sublimity. The constant booming of cannon, the ceaseless rattle and roar of
musketry, the glimpses of galloping horsemeu and marching infantry, now
seen, now lost in the smoke, adding weirdness to tenor, all together make up
a combination of sights and sounds wholly indescribable.
Opposite the rear of Longstreet's position I overtook General Ripley, of
D. H. Hill's division, who, after having had dressed a serious wound in the
neck, was returning to the command of his brigade, then hotly engaged.
From him I obtained some information of the progress of the battle in the
center.
Hlurying on, I was soon met by a staff-officer, who informed me that it was
General Jackson's wish that I should go to the assistance of Hood, who was
hard pressed and almost out of ammunition, adding that if I found the
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Federals in possession of the wood on the Hagerstown road, I must drive
them out, as it was the key of the battle-field.
He further explained that there was between the wood, just refened to,
and the left of D. H. Hill's position, a gap of at least a third of a mile, and
that I mnst leaYe a part of my command to fiU it, and to support the reseiTe
batteries under Colonel Stephen D. Lee which ,,onld also occupy the gap.
For this purpose I detached the 27th
North Carolina and the 3d Arkansas of
l\Ianning's brigade, and placed them
nuder the orders of Colonel John R.
Cooke, of the former regiment.!
l\Iming forward, ,,e soon reached
the rear of Hood's position, and there,
forming line of battle ,,ith Ransom on
the left, we moYed forward to Hood's
relief, supported by :i\IcLaws's diY-ision,
which at that moment (10: 30 A. �r.)
arri,·ed from Harper's Ferry. By this
time the Federals [nuder Sedgwick]
had forced Hood's men out of the
wood, and were in possession of the
BRIGADIER-GESERAL ROSWELL �- RIPLEY, C. S. A.
key of the battle-field. To regain this
Fr:O)1 A PHOTOGr:Aru.
position and restore onr line was now
the task before ns. This Vi·e soon accomplished, but onl>· after perhaps the
se,·erest struggle of the day.
The Federals contended for eYery foot of the ground, bnt, clriYen from rock
to rock, from tree to tree, of the ",,Test Wood," after a bloody struggle of some
thirt�· minutes, Sedgmck's forces were pressed back into the open fields
be;·oncl, and, being there exposed to the fire of S. D. Lee's artillery, broke and
fled in great disorder back to the coyer of the "East "\V-ood," beyond the
Hc1gerstm,n road.
�Iy loss in this attack was heayy, including the gallant Colonel Yan H.
Manning, commancling -n·alker's brigade, who fell severely wounded. The
regiment which suffered most ·was the 30th Yirginia. In the ardor of their
pm·.�nit of the enemy through the wood, the Yirginians followed three
h1mdred yanls into the open, where they were fearfully cut up by the
Federal batteries; they only saYed themseh·es from annihilation b>· a timely
retreat to the coYer of the wood.
rrhis ended the attempt of the Federals to driYe Jackson from his position
by infantry attacks. Thefr artiller>·, howe,er, continued thronghont the day
to pour a heayy fire upon him, hnt ,nth little effect. Om· position was a most
a<1,antageons one. The space between it and the" East \Vood," occupied by
! These are the troops spoken of in Geceral
D. H. Hill's report as ""11alker·�,·• who assisted
in the repulse of Federal General French, later in
the c.lay. As the lllain bod,· of my divisiou was
some l1istauce to the left of· the co�n-fields where

Cooke's regiments "ere posted, General Palfrey
[in his volume "The .Autietam and Fredericks
burg,'' p. 9-!J expresses some uncertainty as to
General Hill's meaning.-J. G. ·w.
See also General Longstreet, p. G69.-EDITORS.
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the Federals, consisted of meado-ws and corn-fields, intersected by fences, and
in passing o,er the ground their attacking columns -were exposed to the fire
of our batteries. SeYenty or eighty yards in front of our position, and par
allel -with it, -was a ridge, which, although slight, -was sufficient to cover om·
men as they lay clown among the trees and bo-wlders -which coYerecl the
ground. The projectiles from the Federal batteries, striking this ridge,
passed harmlessly over our beads, shattering the branches of the trees and
hunbling them clown in sho-wers upon om· men. Occasionally a shell would
explode above ns and send its hissing fragments in the midst of us, but our
loss from this cause was surprisingly small.
The Federal infantry assaults h1wing ceased, about half-past t-welYe I sought
Jackson to report that from the front of my position in the -wood I thought
I had observed a mo,ement of the enem}�, as
if to pass through the
gap -where I had post
ed Colonel Cooke's two
regiments. I fonud
Jackson in rear of
Barksclale's brigade,
under an apple-tree,
sitting on his horse,
mth one leg thro-wn
carelessly oYer the
pommel of his sadclle,
COSFEDERATE DEAD OX THE WEST SIDE OF THE IL\GERSTOWS ROAD
plucking and eating
OPPOSITE THE cons-FIELD. FRO)! _\ PHOTOGRAPH.
the fruit. Without
making any reply to my report, he asked me abruptly: " Can yon spare me a
regi.ment and a batter}�?" I replied that Colonel Hill's J9th :Korth Carolina,
a very strong regiment, -was in resen-e, and could be spared, aucl that I could
also giYe him both Frencbh and Branch's batteries, but that they -were -with
out long-range ammunition, -which had been exhausted at Harper's Ferry.
Jackson then -went ou to �a}· that, owing to the nahll'e of the ground, Gen
eral Stuart's caYalry could take no part in the battle and -were in the rear,
but that Stuart himself had reported for such duty as he could perform.
Jackson added that he wished to make up, from the different commands
on our left, a force of four or fl.ye thousand men, and give them to , 'tuart,
-with orders to hu·n the enemy's right, and attack him in the rear; that I
must gi.ve orders tom:� diYision to ad,tmce to the front, and attack the enemy
as soon as I should hear Stuart's guns-and that Olli' whole left -wing -would
mm�e to the attack at the same time. Then. replacing bis foot in the stuTup,
he said with great emphasis: ",,e'll drive 1ilcClellau into the Potomac."
After gi,ing orders for the regiment and batteries to report to Stuart, I gal
loped down the line -where I had posted Cooke, but found that General Long
street, having observed the danger from General French's formidable attack,
had ordered Cooke forward, and that (together -with D. H. Hill's dhision)
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he was then close
ly engaged. Soon
returning to my
command, I re
peated
General
Jackson's order to
my brigade com
manders and di
rected them to
listen forthesound
of Stuart's guns.
We all confidently
expected to hear
thewelcome souud
by 2 o'clock, at
least, and as that
hour approaehed
every ear was on
',\'hen the artist AlrntelH'd thiA sr-cnc he was tol<I that the guns in tlrn eorn-fif'l<l bc
Napo
lo11g:ed to :t l\Iaryland battery (U11io11), whirl! was 1iri11g: into the Dunker Church woo,l the alert.
lleyornl. Most of tltt' elem! am! wonmlcd in tllis angle of the·• East Woo!l" were Con
frderatt>s. One of tllern, Ull <l<·r the large tree at tile left., ha,l bonml bis shattered leg leon at ,Vaterloo
with (•01·11-stalks arnl le:wes to stop tile flow of b]o{I(]. Ile a skc,l for watn·, of wllicll did not listen more
tllere was no11e, mul tllen lwgge,I tile artist to rcmnyc llis <lea,l comrade, wllo was
lying partly upou him, wllich was done. He wante,1 to be carried out of the woods, intently
for the
llecanse he expPcte<l his friernls to rctm·n aml fight for tllcm again. At tllo rigllt
was a tall yonug Georgian with a shattered ankle, sitting at tile feet of one of the sound of Grouchy's
deatl, who, he said, was his fatIler.- EDITORS.
fire than did we
for Stuart's. Two o'dock came, but nothing was heard of Stuart. Half-past
two and then three, and still Stuart made no sign.
About half-past three a staff-officer of General Longstreet brought me an
order from that general to advance and attack the enemy in my front. As the
execution of this 01:der would materially interfere with Jackson's plans, I
thought it my dnty before beginning the movement to communicate with
General Longstreet personally. I found him in rear of the position in which
I had posted Cooke in .the morning, and upon informing him of Jackson's
intentions, he withdrew his order.
,Vhile we were discussing this subject, Jackson himself joined us with the
i.nformntion of Stuart's failure to turn the Federal right, for the reason that
he had found it securely posted on the Potomac. Upon my expressing sur
prise at this statement, ,Jackson replied that he also had been surprised,
as he had supposed the Potomac much farther away; but he remarked that
Stuart had an excellent eye for topography, and it must be as he represented.
Ile added: "It is a, great pity,- we should have driven l\fcClellan iuto the
Potomac."
By this time, with staff-officers, couriers, etc., we were a mounted group of
some ten or a dozen persons, presenting so tempting a target that a Federal
battery, at a distance of five hnnclrecl yards, opened fire upon ns, but with
no other result, strange to say, than the slaughter of the horse of one of my
couriers.
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The attempt of the Federals to penetrate our center, and its repulse by
D. H. Hill, materially assisted by Colonel John R. Cooke's two regiments of
my division,� ended infantry operations on our portion of the field for
the day. The batteries, boweYer, continued to pound away at each other
until dark.
Late in the afternoon the direction of the firing on our extreme right was
most alarming,-inclicating, as it clicl, that the Federal left had forced a cross
ing of the Antietam, and that it must be perilously near our only liue of retreat
to the Potomac, at Shepherdstown. Could it be that A. P. Hill had come up
and had been repn1sed "? If so, we had lost the clay.
We hoped that A. P. Hill was still behind, but within striking distance.
Soon the sound of musketry, ·which had almost ceased, roared out again with
increased volume, indicating that fresh troops had been brought up, on one
side or the other. For thirty minutes the sound of the firing came steadily
from the same direction; then it seemed to recede eastward, and finally to die
away almost entirely. 1\Te knew then that Hill u;as up; that the Federals
had been driven hack, and that the Confederate army had narrowly escaped
defeat.
As night closed down, the firing along the whole line ceased; one of the
bloodiest and most hotly contested battles of the war had been fought. The
men of my division- worn out by a week's incessant marching and fighting
by day and night-dropped down where they were, and could with difficulty
be roused, even to take their cooked rations, brought np from om· camp in
the rear.
But there was little sleep for the ambulance corps; and all night long
their lanterns could be seen flashing about the battle-field while they were
searching for and bringing in the wounded, of friend and foe alike. In com
pany with General Barksdale of :Mississippi, whose brigade was on my left,
I rode over that part of the battle-field where our own troops had been
engaged, to see that none of the wounded had been overlooked. While
passing along a worm fence, in the darkness, we heard a feeble voice almost
under our horses' feet : " Don't let your horses t-r-e-a-d on m-e !" We at once
pulled up, and peering over the pommels of om· saddles into the darkness,
we could distinguish the dim outlines of a human form extended across ouT
path. "·who are you?" we inquired. "I belong to the 20th l\Ias-sa-clrn-setts
rio·-i-ment"
answered the voice·' "I can't moYe -I think mv
J back's broken."
b
'
,Ve sent for an ambulance and gaYe orders to care for the poor fellow, who
was one of Sedgwick's men. This was but one of the very many instances
of human suffering we encountered that night.
During the whole of the 18th the two armies rested in the positions which
they had oc-cupiecl at the close of the battle. There was a tacit truce, and
Federal and Confederate burying-parties passed freely between the lines.
_l) The gallant conduct of Colonel Cooke on this '.2,th Korth Carolina, out of '.26 commissioned ofti
occasion deservedly won for him promotion to the cers ,,ho went into action, 1 S were killed or
grade of brigadier-general. His losses in this en- wounded. In the 3d Arkansas the losses were
gagement were terrible. In his own regiment, the equally great.-J. G. ii'.
\'OL. II. 44
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We had fought an indecisive battle, and although we were, perhaps, in as
o·
cl
dition to renew the struggle as the enemy were, General Lee recog
;:, oo a con
nized the fact that his ulterior plans had been thwarted by this premature
engagement, and after a consultation with his corps commanders he deter
mined to ,,ithcu:aw from l\Iaryland. .At dark on the night of the 18th the rear
ward moYement began; and a little after sunrise of the next morning the
entire Confederate army had safely recrossed the Potomac at Shepherdstown.
Detained in superintending the remo,·al of a number of the \\'Ounded of my
diYLion, I was among the last to cross the Potomac. .As I rode into the river
I passed General Lee, sitting on his horse in the stream, watching the cross
ing of the wagous and artillery. Retnrniug my greeting, he inquired as to
what \\'as still behind. There was nothing but the wagons containing my
wounded, and a battery of artillery, all of which were near at hand, and I
told him so. "Thank God! " I heard him say as I rode on.

UNION BURIAL PARTY AT ANTIETAM.

FROM A PHOTOGRAPH.

Ai�TIETAl\l SCENES.
BY CHARLES CARLETON COFFIX.

cannon were thunderiug ,..,hen at early
THEmorn,
September 17th, 1862. I mounted my

horse at Hagerstown, where I had 'arrived the pr;
cetling day, as an arm)' correspondent, upon its
evacuation by the Confederates. The people of
the town, aroused by the cannonade were at the
windows of the hou�es or in the stre'ets, standing
in groups, listening to the reverherations rolling
along the valley. The wind was south-west, the
clomls hanging low and sweeping the tree-tops on
South l\Ionntain.
The �annonade, reverberating from cloud to
mountarn and from mountain to cloud became
a continuous roar, like the =broken �·oll of a

thunder-storm. The breeze, being in our direction,
matle the battle seem much nearer than it was. I
was fully seven miles from Hooker's battle-field.
I turuetl down the Hagerstown and Sharpsburg
tumpike at a brisk gallop, although I knew that
Lee's army was in possession of the thoroughfare
by the toll-gate which then stood about two miles
north of Sharpshurg. A citizen wllO had left his
home, to be heyond harm during the battle, had
giveu me the information. The thought uppermost
in my mind was to gain the left flank of the Confetl
erate army, mingle with the citizens, aml :,o wit
ness the battle from the Confederate side. It
would be a grand accomplishment if successful.

ANT/ETAM SCENES.
It would give me a splendid opportunity to sec the
make-up of the Confederate army. It would be
like going behind the scenes of a theater. I was
iu citizen's dress, splashed with mud, aud wore a
dilapidated bat.
·while wondering what would be the outcome of
the venture, I came upon a group of farmers, who
were listening with dazed countenances to the
uproar momentarily increasing in volume. It was
no longer alone the boom of the batteries, but a
rattle of musketry-at first like pattering drops
upon a roof; then a roll, crash, roar, and rush, like
a mighty ocean billow upon the shore, chafing the
pebbles, wave on wave,-with deep and heavy ex
plosions of the batteries, like the crashing of
thunderbolts. I think the cm-rents of air must
have bad something to do with the effect of sound.
The farmers were walking about nervously, unde
cided, evidently, whether to flee or to remain.
"I wouldn't go down the pike if I were yon,"
said one, addressing me. "You will ride right
into the Rebs."
'' That is just where I would like to go."
"You can't pass yourself off for a Reb; they'll
see, the instant they set eyes on you, that you are
a Yank. They'l1 gobble you up and take you to
Richmond," said the second.
No doubt I acted wisely in leaving the turnpike
and riding to gain the right flank of the "Guion
line. A short distance and I came upon a Confed
erate soldier l:dng beneath a tree. He doubtless
supposed that I was a cavalr�·man, and raised his
hand as if to implore me not to shoot him. His
face was pale and haggard, and he had droppell
from the ranks through sheer exhaustion. I left
the poor fellow with the conviction that he never
again would see bis Southern home.
A mile farther on and I came upou the driftwood
of l\IcClellan's army. Every army has its drift
wood soldiers -valiant at the mess-table, brave in
the story around the bivouac fire, but faint of heart
when battle begins. Some of them were old
skulkers, others fresh recruits, with bright uni
forms, who had volunteered under the pressure of
enthusiasm. This was their first battle and was
not what they had pictured a battle to be.
" Where does this road lead to ? " asked one
with white lips.
"To Hagerstown. But where are you going f"
"Oh, our division has been ordered to Hagers
town," was the reply as they hastened 011.
Ammunition trains were winding up the hill
from the road leading to Keedysville. Striking
across the fields, I soon came upon the grounds on
Hoffman's farm selected for the field-hospitals.
Even at that hom of the morning it was an appal
ling sight. The wounded were lying in rows
awaiting their turn at the surgeons' tables. The
hospital stewards bad a corps of men distributing
straw over the field for their comfort.
Turning from the scenes of the hospital, I
ascended the hill and came upon the men who bad
been the first to sweep across the Hagerstown
pike, past the toll-gate, and into the Dunker
Chnrch woods, only to be hurled back by Jackson,
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who had established his line in a strong position
behind outcropping limestone ledges.
"There are not many of us left," was the
mournful remark of an officer.
I learned the story of the morning's engagement,
and then rode to the line of batteries on the ridge
by the house of J. Poffenberger; if my memory
serves me there were thfrty guns in position
there pointing south-west. There was a lull in the
strife. All ,rns quiet in the woods along the turn
pike, and in the corn-field beyond D. R. Miller's
house,-so quiet that I thought I would ride on to
the front line, not knowing that the brigade lying
upon the ground near the cannon was the advanced
line of the army. I rode through Poffenberger's
door-yard, and noticed that a Confederate can
non-shot had ripped through the building; an
other had upset a hive of bees, and the angry
insects bad taken thefr revenge on the sokliers. I
walked my horse down the pike past the toll-gate.
"Hold on!" It was the peremptory hail of a
Union soldier crouching under the fence by the
roadside. '· Where are you going f"
'' I thought I would go out to the front!"
'' The front! you have passed it. This is the
picket line. If you know what is good for your
self, you'll skedaddle mighty quick. The Rebs are
in the corn right out there."
I acted upon the timely advice and retreated to
a more re;;pectful distance; and none too soon, for
a moment later the uproar began again-solid shot
tearing through the woods and crashing among
the trees, and shells exploding in unexpected
places. I recall a round shot that came ricochet
ting o,er the ground, cutting little furrows, tossing
the earth into the air, as the plow of the locomotive
tums its white fmTow after a snow-storm. Its
speed gradually diminished and a soldier was
about to catch it. as if he were at a game of base
ball, but a united yell of '' Look out!" "Don't! "
"Take care ! " "Hold on!" caused him to desist.
Had he attempted it, he would have been knocked
over instantly.
Turning from the conflict on the right, I rode
down the line, toward the center, forded the An
tietam and ascended the hill east of it to the large
square mansion of 11Ir. Pry, where General ::\IcClel
lan had established his headquarters. The gen
eral was sitting in an arm-chair in front of the
house. His staff were about him ; their horses,
saddled and bridled, were hitched to the trees and
fences. Stakes had been driven in the earth in
front of the house, to which were strapped the
headquarters telescopes, through which a view of
the operations and movements of the two armies
could be obtained.
It was a commanding situation. The panorama
included fully two-thirds of the battle-field, from
the woods by· the Dunker Church southward to the
hills below Sharpsburg.
The Fifth Corps, under Fitz John Porter, was
behind the ridge extending south toward the
bridge, where the artillery of the Kinth Corps was
thundering. Porter, I remember, was with l\IcClel
lan, watching the movements of the troops across

ANT/ETAM SCENES.
the Antietam -French's and Richardson's divis
ions, which were forming in the fields east ?f
Roulette's and JI.Iumma's houses. ·what a splenchd
sight it ,vas ! How beautifully the lines deployed!
The clemls which had hung Jew all the moming
had lifted, and the sun was shining through the
rifts, its bright beams falling on the flags and
glinting from gnn-lJarrel and 1Jayenet. Upon the
crest of the hill sonth of the Dunker Chmch, I
could see Confederates en horseback, galloping,
evitlently with orders; fer, a few molllents later,
there was another glealll in the sunshine from
the bayonets of their troops, who were apparently
getting into position to resist the threatenetl move
ment of French ::md Richardson.
l\Iemery recalls the advance of the line of men in
blne across the meadow east of Roulette's. They
reach the spaciens barn, which tlivhles the line of
men as a rock parts the current of a river, flowing
arouml it, but uniting beyond. The orchard around
the house screens the movement in part. I see the
blue uniforllls beneath the apple-trees. The line
halts fer alignment. The skirmishers are in ad
vance. There are isolatell puffs of smoke, aml then
the Confe,lerate skirmishers scamper up the hill
and disappear. Up the slope moves the line to the
top of a knoll. Ah! what a crash! A white cleml,
gleams of lightning, a yell, a hurrah, and then up
in the corn-field a great celllmetien, men firing
into each other's faces, the Confederate line break
ing, the ground strewn with prostrate forms. 'rhe
Cenfeuerate line in "Bleedv lane" has been anni
hilated, the center pierced:
Just here l\leClcllan lost a great opportunity.
It "ITas the plain tlictate of common sense that
then was the time when Porter's eleYen thousand
should have been sent across the Antietam and
thrown like a thunderbolt upon the enemy. It ,vas
so plain that the rank and file saw it. "Now is
the time '' was the nnfrersal comment. But net a
soldier stirred from his position. l\IcClellan saw
it, but issued no order. All through the day most
-Of the Fifth Corps remained in reserve.
The lJattle was in the main fought by divisions
-One after another. There was no concerted action,
no hammering all along the line at the Sallie time.
Heavy blows were given, but they were net fol
lowed up. It has lJcen said that l\[cCJellan's excuse
for net throwing in Porter's corps at that moment
was the reason given by Napoleon at Berotline
wheu asked why he tlid not at a eertain moment
put in the Imperial Guard : '' If I am tlefeated
te-tlay, where is my army for to-morrow?" 'l'here
was no parallel between Antietam and Beroclino.
'l'h � moment hall Collie for tlivi,ling Lee's army
at its center aml crushing it hack upon the Poto
mac in utter rout. A. P. Hill, on his way from
Harper's Ferry to join Lee, was at that moment
fonling the Potomac at Sliepherclstown. This
Henernl :MeClellan tlhl not knew, lmt the fact was
before him that Freneh and Richardson had piercell
the Coufetlerate eentcr.
'iVith the falling back of the Confetlerates I went
np past RonlPtte's house to the sunken roatl. 'rhe
hillsirle was clotted with prostrate forms of men in
blue, hut in the sunken road, what a ghastly spec-

tacle! The Confederates had gone down as the grass
falls before the scythe. Words are inadequate to
portray the scene. Resolution and energy still lin
gered in the pallid cheeks, in the set teeth, in the
gripping band. I recall a soldier with the cartridge
between his thumb and finger, the encl of the car
tridge bitten off, and the paper between his teeth
,.hen the bullet had pie1·ced his heart, anu the
machinery of life - all the muscles and nerves
had come to a standstill. A young lieutenant had
fallen while trying to rally bis men; bis hand
was still firmly grasping his sword, and determi
nation was visible in every line ef his face. I
counted fourteen bodies lying together, literally
in a heap, amid the corn rows on the hillside. The
broad, green leaves ,.ere sprinkled and stained
with liloed.
The close of the hattle presented a magnificent
spectacle as the artillery of beth armies camt> into
play. The arriYal of A. P. Hill had a stimulating
effect upon Lee's veterans, while the carrying of
the 1Jriclge and the work accomplished by French's
and Richard.sou's divisions in the center gave
great encouragement to the Union army. It was
plain that Lee was economical in the use of artil
lery ammunition. In fact, be had a short supply.
The engagements at Gainesville, Groveton, Bull
Run, Chantilly, Hai1rnr's l:<'erry, and South l\Iouut
ain had depleted his ammunition-chests, and sup
ply trains had not reached him from the west side
of the Potomac.
Far up en the Union right, as well as in the cen
ter, the Union batteries were peundiug. I rec-all
a remarkable scene. 'rhe sun was going clewn,
its ,lisc red aml large as seen through the murky
battle-cloud. One of Sumner's batteries "ITas di
reetly in line toward the sun, on the crest of the
ridge north of the smoking ruins of l\Jumma's
house and barn, and there was one piece of which
the gunners, as they rammed home the cartridge,
seemed to he standing in the sun. Beyond, hid
from view by the tlistance anrl the lew-lianging
branches of the oaks by the Dunker Church, the
Confederate guns were fl.ashing. Immediately north
of Sharpsburg, aml along the hill in front, new the
National Cemetery, Longstreet's cannon "ITere in
play. Half-way up the hill were Bumsicle's men
sending out a eentinueus flame, with A. P. Hill's
veterans confronting them. All the country ,.as
flaming and smoking; shells were bursting above
the conternling lines; Bnrnside was asking fer
reenforcements. Hew quickly Porter's eleven
thousand could have rushetl across Antietam
bri,lge with no Confederates to oppose them, swept
up the hillside nncl fercetl themselves like a
wellgc between Longstreet and A. P. Hill! - but
l\JcClellan had on]_\' l\Jiller's battery to sencl him!
The sun ,.ent down; the thunder diell B,n-ay, the
musketry ceased, biYeuac fires gleamed out as if a
great city had lighted its lamps.
·when the soldiers are seeking rest, the work of
the army correspondent begins. All through the
day eyes and ears have been open. The note-book
is scrawled with characters intelligible to him if
read at once, but wholly meaningless a few hours
later. He must grope his way along the lines in
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the darkness, visit tlie hospitals, hear the narratirns
of all, eliminate error, get at the probable truth,
keeping ever in mind that each general thinks his
brigade, each colonel his regiment, e,ery captain
his company, did most of the fighting. While thus
visiting the lines, I heard a song rising on the night
air sweet and plaintive:

found it thickly strewn "\\'ith dead. I recall a,
Union soldier lying near the Dunker Church with.
his face turned upward, ancl his pocket Bible open.
upon his breast. I lifted the volume and read the
words: "Though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no eyi] ; for Thou art.
with me. Thyrocl anJ Thy staff, they comfoi-t me."
Upon the fly-leaf were the words: ""\Ye hope aml'.
Do tbey miss me at borne, do tbey miss me?
pray that you may lJe permitted by a kind Provi
'Twould be au assurance most dear
dence, after the war is over, to return."
To kuow tbat tllis 1110111eut some lo\·'d oue
Were saying, ' I wisb be were here' ;
Xear by stood a wounded battery-horse and a
To feel tllat tbe group at the ti reside
shattered caisson belonging to one of Hood's
Were tllinking of me, as I roam.
batteries. The animal had eaten e,ery blade of
Oh. yes, 'twoultl be joy bcyoml mcasnro
grass within reach. Xo human being ever lookecl
To know tbat tlley 111iss me at borne."
more imploringly for help than that tlumb animal,
Both before and after a lxittle, sad and solemn wounded beyond the possibility of moving, yet
thoughts come to the soldier. Before tile conflict resolutely standing, as if knowing that lying tlown
they are of apprehension ; after ihe strife there is a would be the end.
sense of relief; but the thinned ranks, the knowl
The assumetl armistice came to an eml, the
etlge that the comrade who stood by your side in the pickets stood in hostile attitude once more, but
morning ne,er mil stand there agai11, bring inex the day wore a1Yay and no orders were issued for
pressible sadness. The �oldiers, witl.1 thoughts fa1· a renewal of the attack. Another moming, and
away, were apprehensive that the conflict of the Leo vrns beyond the Potomac. I galloped along
day was but a prelude to another struggle more the lines where his arwy had stood, and saw the
fierce and bloody in the morning. They were in wreck and rnin of battle. I recall the body of a
position antl Jj;ng on tliefr arms, ready to renew Confederate sharp-shooter, lying in the forks of a
the battle at daylight; hut clay dawnecl and the tree by the roadside, between the Dunker Chm·ch
cannon were silent. The troops "\\"ere in line, yet aml Sharpsburg. Shells had exploded in the
there was no order to advance. I could hear now streets of Sharpsburg. The horses of a Confed
and then the isolated shots of the pickets. I could erate battery ha,cl gone tlown in a heap in the
see that Lee had contracted his line bet\1·een Dun public square.
ker Church and Sharpsburg. His cannon were in
Porter's corp,; was passing through the town.
position, his troops in line. EYerybotly knew that �fcC!ellan and his staff came galloping up the hill.
Franklin's corps was comparath-ely fresh; thaDic Porter':; men S\,ung their hats and gave a cheer;
Clellan had :39,000 men who either had as yet not hut fen· hnnahs came from the other corps-none
fired a musket or had been only slightly engaged. from Hooker'"·. A change had come o,er the army.
Why dhl he not attack? No one conld tell.
'fhe complacent look which I had seen upon
Riding up to the right, I found that hostilities �IcClelhtn's countenance on the 17th, as if all were
had ceasetl; that the arnbulance corps of both going well, had disappeared. There was a troubled
armies were gathering up the wounded in the fiehl look instead -a manifest awakening to the fact
near the Dunker Church.* Going out over the that his great opportunity had gone by. Lee hacl
ground where the tides had ebbed aml flowed, I slipped through his fingers.
* Snrgeou Jonatban Letterman. :\Ieclical Dire<'tor,
Army of the Potomac, report� as followtl u110u the work
of his dcpartmeut on the field: "Jmmcdiatel., after the
retreat of tbe e11c111y from tbe tiel<l of Antietam, rneas
nres were tnkeu to ba \·e all tbe Coufeclerate w otrncled
gatllercd in from tile tiel,l, o,cr whiell they la�· scat
tered in all dircetious, ancl from the IJonscs aurl lJarns iu
the 1·car of tbeir lines, aml 11lace1l 11mlcr s11eb circnrn
stanC'es as would permit of tlleir being properly attended
to, aml at s11cll points as "\\"onlcl enn])le their remon1l to
he effected to Fre1le1fok, and tbence to Baltimore and
Fortress Monroe to their owu line8. They were rerno,ed
as rapidly as tbeil' recovery would permit. . . . Tllere
were rnauy cases botb on our rigllt and left whose "\\"OIIIHls
were so serious that tbeir lives wonld be ernlaugered b�'
their removal; and to I.Ja,e every 011por(1111 ity afforded
tbe111 for rcrovery, tbe Antietam bospital, conRistiug
of bospital teuts aud capable of comfortably aPcommo
clating nearly six hundred eases. was establisbcd at a
11lacecalled �mokctown, nearKeedys,ille, for tltosewho
were wonndctl 011 om· rigbt, and n �imilar l1ospital, hut
not so capncious,-tlle Locust Spring- l10spital.-wns
estnblishcd in the rear of the Flftll Corps for those
cnses wbicb occul'!'ed on our left. To one or other of
tllese hospitals all tbe wounded were carriecl whose
wounds were of sncb a cbaracter as to forbid tbeir re•

m oyal to Frederick or ch,cwbcre. . . . Trnmediately
after the battle a great many citizens ea111e within our
li1ws in order to r·eut0\·e their relatives or frieuds wbo
bad heeu iujm·ed, and in a great 111any instances when
ti.Jc life of the mnu depended npou his remaining at l'C'St.
lt ,ms impossible to 111ake them underHaucl tLat they
were better ,vbcrc they were, aucl tlrnt a remo,al would
probably be done ouly with the sncritice of life. Their
minds RcenH'tl bcut 011 ba,iug them iu a ho11se. If tllat
could be accomplbbe,l, all would, in their opiuiou, b e
well. X o g1·catl'r mistake could exist, and tile results
of that battle only added ad1litio11al c\·i,leuce of the
absolute ucc essit�� of a full supply of pure air, con
stautly renewed-a R1tpply wliich cmmot be obtniue d in
tbe 111ost pcrfe<'tly constructed huilcling. Within a few
yards a marked contrast could he seeu lletwccu the
"\\"Otrndcd in houses arnl barns and in tbc open air.
Tbosc in house� progressed less fa,orably t hau tho�c
in the barns. tlrnsc in bums less fa\·oral1ly than thosP in
the open air, althongb all were in other respects treated
alike. Tbe capacious bnms, abumlrmtly prondcd witll
bay ancl straw, tbe clelig-htful weather witll whicb we
were fn,ored, and the kindness exhibited by the people
afforded increasC'cl facilities to the medical depnrtmeut
for taldug care of the wounded tbrown u pon it by tbat
battle. . . • "-EDITORS.

IN THE WAKE OF BATTLE.

A WOMAN'S RECOLLECTIONS OF ANTIETAM.
I:Y ::II.ARY BEDIXGEI'. )IITCTTELL.

EPTEMBER, 18Gj, ,,·as in the skies of the almanac, but August still
S
reigned in ours; it "·as hot and dusty. rrhe railroads in the Shenandoah
Valley had heen torn np, the bridgc·s had been destroyed, communieation had

been made diffieult, and Shepherdsto"·n, cornered by the bend of the Potomae,
]a,y as if forgotten in the bottom of somebody's pol'ket. ""\Ve were without
news or knowledge, except when some chance traveler ,,oulcl repeat the last
wild and uncertain rumor that he had heard. ""\Ve had passed an exciting
summer. ,Vinehester had c1rn,ngec1 hands more than once; we had been "in
the Confederacy" aud out of it again, ancl were now waiting, in an e:s:asper
ating state of ignorance and suspense, for tho next move in the great game.
It was n snying with us that Shepherdstown was just nine miles from eYery
where. It was, in fact, about that distance from l\lartinsbm·g and Harper's
Ferry-oft-mentionei.1 names-and from ,Yilliamsport, where the armies
so often crossefl, both to and from J\lnryland. It was off the direct road
bet11een those places and la�-, as I said, nt tlrn foot of a great sweep in the
river, and five miles from the nearest station on the Baltimore and Ohio
railroad. As no trains were running now, this ·was of little conseque11ce; what
was more important was that a turnpike road -nnnsually fine for that region
of stiff, red day -led in almost a straigb t line for thirty miles to ,Vinchester
on the south, mid stretched northward, beyond the Potomac, t"·enty miles to
Hagerstown. rrwo years later it was the sce11e of" Sheridan's ride." Before the
days of steam this had been part of the old posting-road between the Valley
towns and Pennsylvani..,, auc1 we bad boasted a YClT substantial bridge. This
had been hnmecl ear];r in the war, a11d only the massive stone piers remaiuecl;
but a mile aud a half down the Potomac was the ford, and the road that. led to
lt lay partly aho-ve and partly along the face of rocky and precipitous cliffs. It
11as narrow and stony, and especially in one place, around the foot of "l\iount
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l\Iisery," was very steep and difficult for vehicles. It was, moreover, entirely
commanded by the bills on the l\faryland side, but it was the ford over which
some part of the Confederate army passed every year, and in 1863 was used by
the main body of infantry on the way to Gettysburg. Beyond the river were
the Cumberland Canal and its willow-fringed tow-path, from which rose the
soft and rounded outlines of the hills that from their farther slopes looked
down upon the battle-field of Antietam. On clear clays we could see the fort
at Harper's Ferry without a glass, and the flag flying over it, a mere speck
against the sky, and we conlcl bear the gun that was fired every e-vening at
sunset.
Shepherdstown's only access to the river was through a narrow gorge, the
bed of a small tributary of the Potomac, that was made to do mnch duty as it
slipped cheerily over its rocks and furnished power for several mills and fac
tories, most of them at that time silent. Here were also three or four stone
warehouses, huge empty structures, testifying mutely that the town had once
had a business. The road to the bridge led through this cleft, clown an incle
scril.muly steep street skirting the stream's raYine to "·hose sides the mills and
factories clung in most extraordinary fashion; but it was always a marvel hmY
anything heavier than a wheelbarrow could be pulled up its tedious length,
or how any vehicle c-ould be driven down ,vithout plunging into the water at
the bottom.
In this odd little borough, then, we were waiting "developments," hearing
first that "our men" were coming, and then that they were not coming, whei.1
suddenly, on Saturday, the 13th of September, early in the morning, we found
ourselves surronnded by a huugry horde of lean and dusty tatterdemalions,
who seemed to rise from the ground at om· feet. I did not know where they
came from, or to whose command they belonged; I have since been informed
that General Jackson recrossed into Virginia at ,Villiamsport, and hastened
to Harper's Ferry by the shortest roads. rrhese would take him some four
miles south of us, and our haggard apparitions were perhaps a part of his
force. They were stragglers, at all events,-professional, some of them, but
some worn out by the incessant straiu of that summer. ,Vhen I say that
they were hungry, I convey no impression of the gaunt starvation that looked
from thefr cavernous eyes. All clay they crowded to the doors of our houses,
with always the same drawling complaint: "I've been a-marchin' an' a-fight
in' for six. weeks stiddy, and I ain't had n-a-r-thiu' to eat 'cept green apples
an' green cawn, au' I wish you'd please to gimme a bite to eat."
Their looks bore out their statements, aud when they told us they had
"clean gin ont," we believed them, and went to get what we had. They could
be seen afterward asleep in every fence corner, and under every tree, hut after
a night's rest they "pulled themselves together" somehow and disappeared
as suddenly as they had come. Possibly they ,Yent back to their commands,
possibly they only moved on to repeat the same tale elsewhere. I know noth
iug of numbers, nor what force was or was not engaged in any battle, but I saw
the trnops march past us every summer for fom· years, and I know something
of the appearance of a marching army, both Union and Southern. There are
0
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always stragglers, of com·se, but 1ie-ver before or after did I see anything com
parable to the clemornJizecl state of the Confederates at this time. Never were
want and exhaustion more visibly pnt before rn>· eyes, and that they could
march or fight at all seemed incredible.
As I remember, the next morning-it "·ns Sunday, September 14th-we
were awakened by heavy firing at two points on the mountains. ,ve were
expecting the bornban1rnent of Hai'}Jer's Ferry, and knew that Jackson wns
before it. l\fany of our friends were with him, and our interest there was so
intense that we sat watching the bellow
ing and smoking Heights, for a long time,
before we became aware that the same
pheuornena were to be noticed in the
north. From our ·windows both points
could be ohser-ved, nnd we could not tell
"·hid1 to watch more keenly. '\Ve knew
_______ almost nothing except
··••'"'�:.-•.",w�..:�.. ··9,.,/�1�.
) that there ·was fighting,
thnt it must be very
•. ·•
• ,._. ,,.��:��\'
r '.:�heavy, and that om·
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of discovering. I rem emher how the clay wore on, how we staid at the winclmYs until we could
not endure the snspeuse; how we walked about and came hack to them; and
how finally, when uight fell, it seemed cruel and preposterous to go to bed
still ignorant of the resnlt.
J\Ionday afternoon, about 2 or 3 o'cloek, when we were sitting about in
disconsolate fashion, distracted by the contradictory rumors, our uegro cook
rushed into the room with eyes shining ancl face working with excitement.
She had been down in "cle ten-acre lot to pick a few years ob cawn," and
she hacl seen a, long train of wagons coming up from the ford, and "cley is
fnll ob wounded ruon, nnd do blood nmnin' onten dem dat deep," measur
ing on her outstretched arm to the shonlcler. Tltis horrible pichu·e sent
ns flying to town, ·whore we found the streets alreadr crowded, the people
nll astir, and the foremost wagons, of what seemed an euclless line, dis
charging their piteous bm·dens. The scene speedily became ghastly, but
fortmrntely we could not stay to look at it. There wore no preparations,
no accornmoclations - the men could not be left in the street-what was
to he done�
A Federal soldier onee said to me, "I wa always sorry for your wounded;
they never seemecl to get any care." The remark was extreme, bnt there was
mnl'h justice in it. Thero was little mitig·ation of hardship to our unfor
tunate armies. ,Ve were fond of calling them Spartans, and they wero but
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too truly called upon to endure a Spartan system of neglect ancl privation.
They were generally ill-feel and ill-cared for. It would have been possible at
this time, one would think, to send a, courier back to inform the town and
bespeak what comforts it could provide for the approaching wounded; but
here they were, unannounced, on the brick pavements, and the first thing was
to find roofs to cover them. Men ran for keys and opened the shops, long
empty, and the unused rooms; other people got brooms and stirred np the
dust of ages; then swarms of children began to appear with bundles of hay
and straw, taken from anybody's stable. These were hastily disposed in
heaps, and covered with blankets-the soldiers' own, or blankets begged or
borrowed. On these improvised beds the sufferers were placed, and the
next question was how properly to dress their wounds. No surgeons were
to be seen. A few men, detailed as nurses, had come, but they were incom
petent, of course. Onr women set bravely to work and washed away the
blood or stanched it as well as they could, where the jolting of the long
rough ride had disarranged the hasty binding clone upon the battle-field.
But what did they know of wounds beyond a cut finger, or a boil t Yet they
bandaged and bathed, with a devotion that went far to make np for their
inexperience. Then there was the hunt for bandages. Every housekeeper
ransacked her stores and brought forth things new and old. I saw one girl,
in despair for a strip of cloth, look about helplessly, and then rip off the hem
of her white petticoat. The doctors came np, by and by, or I suppose they
did, for some amputating was clone-rough surgery, yon may be Slffe. The
women helped, holding the instruments and the basins, and trying to soothe
or strengthen. They stood to their work nobly; the emergency brought out
all their strength to meet it.
One girl who had been working very hard helping the men on the sidewalks,
and dressing wounds afterward in a close, hot room, told me that at one time
the sights and smells (these last were fearful) so overcame her that she could
only stagger to the staircase, where she hung, half conscious, over the banis
ters, saying to herself, "Oh, I hope if I faint some one will kick me into a cor
ner and let me lie there ! " She did not faint, but went back to her work in
a few moments, and through the whole of what followed was one of the most
indefatigable nncl useful. She wns one of many; even children did their part.
It became a grave question how to feed so many unexpected guests. The
news spread rapidly, and the people from the country neighborhoods came
pouring in to help, expecting to stay with friends who had ah·eacly given up
every spare bed and every inch of room where beds could be put up. Virginia
houses are very elastic, but ours were strained to their utmost. Fortunately
some of the farmers' wives had been thoughtful enough to bring supplies of
linen, and some bread and fruit, and when our wants became better known
other contributions flowed in; bnt when all was clone it was not enough.
We worked far into the night that Monday, went to bed late, and rose early
next morning. Tuesday brought fresh wagon-loads of wounded, and would
have brought despair, except that they were accompanied by an apology for a
commissariat. Soon more reliable som·ces of supply were organized among
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our country friends. Some doctors also arrived, who-with a few honorable
exceptions-might as well have staid away. The remembrance of that
worthless body of officials stirs me to wrath. Two or three worked con
scientiously and hard, and they did all the medical work, except what was
done by our mvu town physicians. In strong contrast was the conduct of the
common men detailed as mu·ses. They were as gentle as they knew how to
be, and very obliging and untiring. Of course they were uncouth and often
rongh, lrnt ·with the wounded dying abont ns every day, and with the neces
sity that we were under for the first few clays, of removing those who died at
once that others not yet quite dead might take their places, there was no
time to be fastidious; it required all our efforts to be simply decent, and we
sometimes failed in tlrn t.
-we fed our men as well as we could from every available som·ce, and often
had some (1iffienlty in feeding ourselves. The townspeople were very
hospitable, and we were invited here and there, but could not always go, or
hesitated, knowing every house was full. I remember once, that having
breakfasted upon a single roll and having worked hard among sickening
details, about 4 o'cloek I tnnied wolfishly ravenous and ran to a friend's house
down the street. ,Yheu I got there I "·as almost too faint to speak, bnt my
friend looked at me and disappeared in silence, coming back in a moment
with a plate of hot soup. What luxury! I sat down theu and there on the
front doorstep and devom·ed the soup as if I had been without food for n week.
It was known on Tnesday that Harper's Ferry hacl been taken, but it was
growing evident that South Mountain had not heen a victory. ,Ve had
heard from some of our friends, but not from all, and what we did hear was
often most unsatisfactory and tantalizing. For instance, we would be told
that some one whom we loved had been seen standing with his battery, had
left his gnn a,u instant to shake hnuds and send a message, and had then
stepped hack to position, while our civilian informant had come away for
safety, and the smoke of conflict had hidden battery and all from view.
As night drew nearer, whispers of a great battle to be fought the next clay
grew louder, and we shuddered at the prospect, for battles had come to mean
to us, as they never had before, blood, wounds, and death.
On the 17th of September cloudy skies looked down upon the two armies
facing each other on the fields of J\farylancl. It seems to me now that
the roar of that day began with the light, and all through its long and
dragging hours its thunder formed a background to our pain and terror. If
we had been in donbt as to our friends' whereabouts on Sunday, there wns
no room for doubt now. There was no sitting at the windows now ancl
counting discharges of guns, or watching the curling smoke. ,Ve went about
our ,York wi.th pale faces and trembling hands, yet trying to appear com
posed for the sake of our patients, who were mnch excited. ,Ve could hear
the incessant explosions of artillery, the shrieking whistles of the shells, ancl
the sharper, deadlier, more thrilling roll of musketry; while every now and
then the echo of some charging cheer would come, borne by the wind, and as
the human voice pierced that demoniacal clangor we would catch our breath
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and listen, and try not to sob, and tm·n back to the forlorn hospitals, to the
suffering at our feet and before our eyes, while imagination fainted at thought
of those other scenes bidden from us beyond the Potomac.
On our side of the river there were noise, confusion, dust; throngs of
stragglers; horsemen galloping about; wagons blocking each other, and
teamsters wrangling; and a continued din of shouting, swearing, and rum
bling, in the midst of which men were dying, fresh wounded arriving,
surgeons amputating limbs and dressing wounds, women going in and out
with bandages, lint, medicines, food. An ever-present sense of anguish, dreacl,
pity, and, I fear, hatred-these are my recollections of Antietam.
When night came ·we could still bear the sullen guns and hoarse, indefinite
murmurs that succeeded the clay's turmoil. That night was dark and lower
ing and the air hea--vy and dull. Across the riYer innumerable camp-fires
were blazing, and we could but too well imagine the scenes that they were
lighting. We sat in silence, looking into each other's tired faces. There were
no impatient words, few tears; only silence, and a drawing close together, as
if for comfort. We ,-rnre almost hopeless, yet clung with desperation to the
thought that we were hoping. But in our hearts "'e could not believe that
anything human could have escaped from that appalling fire. On Thursday
the two armies lay idly facing each other, but we could not be idle. The
wounded continued to arrive until the town was quite unable to hold all the
disabled and suffering. They filled every building aml mrerflm-rnd into the
country round, into farm-houses, barns, corn-cribs, cabins,-whereYer four
walls and a roof were found tog-ether. Those alJle to traYel were sent on to
,Vinchester and other towns back from the river, but their departure seemed
to make no appreciable difference. There ,Yere six churches, and they were
all full; the Odd Fellows' Hall, the Freemasons', the little Town Council
room, the barn-like place known as the Drill Room, all the private houses
after their capacity, the shops and empty bnilclings, the school-bouses,-every
inch of space, and yet the cry "TT"as for room.
The unfinished Town Hall bad stood in naked ugliness for many a long clay.
Somebody threw a few rough boards across the beams, placed piles of straw o·ver
them, laid down single planks to walk upon, and Io, it was a hospital at once.
The stone warehouses down in the ravine and by the river had been passed
by, because low and damp and undesirable as sanitariums, but now their
doors and windows were thrown wide, and, with barely time allowed to sweep
them, they were all occupied,-eYen the "old blue factory," an antiquated,
crazy, dismal building of blue stucco that peeled off in great blotches,
which bad been shut up for years, and was in the last stages of dilapidation.
On Thursday night we beard more than usual sounds of disturbance and
movement, and in the morning we found the Confederate army in full
retreat. General Lee crossed the Potomac under cover of the darkness, and
when the clay broke the greater part of bis force-or the more orderly
portion of it-bad gone on toward Kearneysville and Leetown. General
McClellan followed to the river, and "TT"ithont crossing got a battery in
position on Douglas's Hill, and begau to shell the retreating army and, in
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eonsequenee, the town. What before was eonfusion grew worse ; the retreat
became a stampede. The battery may not have clone a very great deal of exe
cution, hut it made a fearful noise. It is curious how much louder guns sound
when they are pointed at you than when huned the other way! And the
shell, with its long-drawn screeehing, though no doubt less terrifying than
the singing minie-ball, has a way of making one's hair stand on encl. Then,
too eYe1T
. one w-110 has had any experienee in sneh things, knows how
infections fear is, how it grows when yielded to, and how, when yon once
begin to nm, it soon seems impossible to run fast enough; whereas, if yon
can lllanage to stand your ground, the alarm lessens and sometimes disappears.
Some one suggested that yellow was the hospital color, and immediately
everybocly who could lay hands upon a yellow rag hoisted it oYer the house.
The ,Yl10le town was a hospital; there ·was scarcely a building that could not
with truth seek proteetion under that plea, and the fantastic little strips were
soon flaunting their ineffeetual remonstrance from every roof-tree and
chimne�·. When this specific failed the excitement beeame wild and ungov
ernable. It would haye been ludierons had it not produced so much suffering.
The clanger was less than it seemed, for J\IeClellnn, after all, was not bom
barding the towu, but the army, and most of the shells flew over us and
exploded in the fields; hut aim eannot be always sure, and enough shells
fell short to convince the terrified eitizons that their homes were about to
be battered clown oYer their ears. The better people kept some outward eool
ness, ·with perhaps a feeling of "noblesse obli,r;c"; bnt the poorer classes acted
as if the town were already in a blaze, and rushed from their houses with
their families and household goods to make their way into the country. The
road was thronged, the streets bloeked; men were voeiferating, women ery
ing, children sereaming; wagons, ambulances, guns, eaissons, horsemen,
footmen, all mingled-nay, even wedged and jammed together-in one
struggling, shouting mass. The negroes were the worst, and ,nth faces of
a ghastly nsh-eolor, and staring eyes, they swarmed into the fields, earrying
their babies, their clothes, their pots and kettles, fleeing from the wrath
behind them. The comparison to a hornet's nest attaeked by boys is not a
good one, for there was no "fight" shown; but a disturbed ant-hill is alto
gether iuadequate. They fled widely and eamped out of range, nor would
they venture hack for days.
Hatl this been all, we could afford to laugh now, but there was another side
to the picturn that lent it an intensely painful aspect. It was the hurrying
crowds of wonnclecl. Ah me! those maimed and bleeding fugitives ! ,Vhen
the firing eommenced the hospitals began to empty. All who were able to
pull one foot after another, or could bribe or beg comrades to earry them,
left in haste•. In vain we implored them to stay; in vain we showed them
the folly, the suicide, of the attempt; in vain we argued, cajoled, threatened,
ridiculed; pointed out that we were remaining and that there was less danger
here than on the road. There is no sense or reason in a panie. The eannon
were bellowing upon Douglas's Hill, the shells whistling and shrieking, the air
full of shouts and eries; we had to seream to make ourselves heard. The
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men replied that the "Yankees " were crossing; that tho town was to be
burned; that we could not be made prisoners, but they could; that, anyhow,
they were going as far as they could walk, or be carried. And go they did.
]\fen with cloths about their heads went hatless in the sun, men ·with cloths
about their feet limped shoeless on the stony road; men with arms in slings,
without arms, w·ith one leg, with bandaged sides and backs; men in ambu
lances, wagons, carts, wheelbarrows, men carried on stretchers or supported
on the shoulder of some self-denying comrade-all who conlcl crawl went,
and went to almost certain death. They cou]cl not go far, they dropped off
into the country houses, where they were received with as much kindness as
it was possible to ask for; but their wounds had become inflamed, their frames
were weakened by fright and over-exertion: erysipelas, mortification, gan
grene set in; and long rows of nameless graves still bear witness to the results.
Onr hospitals did not remain empty. It was but a portion who coukl get off
in any manner, and their places were soon taken by others, who had remained
nearer the battle-field, had attempted to follow the retreat, lJut, hrwing reaehecl
Shepherdstown, could go no farther. ,Ye had plenty to do, but all that day
we went about with hearts bursting with rage and shame, and breaking with
pity and grief for the needless, neecUess ,Yaste of life. The amateur nurses
all stood firm, and managed to be cheerful for the sake of keeping their men
quiet, bnt they could not be without fear. One who had no thought of leav
ing her post desired to send her sister-a mere child-out of harm's way.
She, therefore, told her to go to their home, about half a mile distant, and ask
their mother for some yellow cloth that was in the honse, thinking, of course,
that the mother would never permit the girl to come back into the town. But
she miscalculated. The child accepted the commission as a sacred trust,
forced her way out over the crowded road, where the clanger was more real
than in the town itself, reached home, and made her request. The house had
its own flag flying, for it was directly in range and full of wounded. Perhaps
for this reason the mother was less anxious to keep her daughter with her;
perhaps in the hurry and excitement she allowed herself to be persuaded
that it was really necessary to get that strip of yellow flannel into Shep
herdstown as soon as possible. At all events, she made no difficulty, but
with streaming tears kissed the girl, and saw her set ont to go alone, half a
mile through a panic-stricken rabble, under the fire of a battery and into a
town whose escape from conflagration was at best not assm·ecl. To come out
had been comparatively easy, for she was going with the stream. The return
was a different matter. The turbulent tide had now to be stemmed. Yet she
managed to work her way along, now in the road, now in tho field, slipping
between the wagon wheels, and once, at least, crawling under a stretcher.
No one had noticed her coming out, she wns but one of the crowd; and now
most were too busy -with their own safety to pay much heed to anything else.
Still, as her face seemed alone set toward the town, she attracted some atten
tion. One or two spoke to her. Now it was, "Look-a here, little gal! don't
you know you're a-goin' the wrong way?" One man looked at the yellow
thing she had slung across her shoulder and said, with an approving nod:
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"That's right, tlmt's right; sa\'e the wounded if ye kin." She meant to do
it, and finally reached her sister, breathless bnt triumphant, with as proud a,
sense of duty done as if her futile errand had been the deliYerance of a city.
I have said that there was less danger than appeared, hut it must not be
supposed that there was none. A friend who ,\rorked chiefly in the old
blue factory had asked me to bring her a bowl of gruel that some one had
prolllised to make for one of her patients. I had just taken it to her, and she
was walking across tho floor with the bowl in her hands, when a shell crashecl
through a corner of the wall and passed out at the opposite end of the build
ing, shaking the rookery to its foundations, filling the room with dust
and plaster, and throwing her upon her knees to the floor. The woundecl
screamed, and had they not been entirely unable to moYe, not a man woulcl
have been left in the building. But it ,vas found that no one was hm·t, and
things proceeded as before. I asked her afterward if she was frightened.
She said yes, when it was over, but her chief thought at the time was to save
the gruel, for the man needed it, and it had been very hard to find any one
colllposed enough to make it. I am glad to be able to say that he got his
gruel in spite of bombs. That factory was struck twice. A school-house,
full of wounded, and one or two other buildings were hit, but I believe no
serious damage ·was done.
On Satmclay morning there was a fight at the ford. The negroes were
still encamped in the fields, though some, finding that the town was yet stand
ing, ventured back on various errauds during the day. What we feared ·were
the stragglers and hangers-on and nondescripts that circle round an army like
the great buzzards wo shuddered to see wheeling silently over us. The people
·were still excited, antic-ipating the Federal crossing and dreading a repetition
of the bombardment or an enconnter in the streets. Some parties of Confed
erate cavalry rode through, aud it is possible that a body of infantry remained
drawn up in readiness on one of the hills during the morning, but I remember
no large force of troops at any time on that day.
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About noon, or a little after, we were told that General McClellan's advance
had been checked, and that it was not believed he would attempt to cross the
river at once-a surmise that proved to be correct. The country grew more
composed. General Lee lay near Leetown, some seven miles south of us, and
General McClellan rested quietly in ::\Iaryland. On Sunday we were able to
have some short church services for our "·ounded, cut still shorter, I regret to
say, hy reports that the "Yankees" ,,·ere crossing. Such reports continued to
harass ns, especially as we feared the capture of our friends, who would often
ride down to see us during the day, but who seldom ventured to spend a
night so near the river. We presently passed into debatable land, when
we were in the Confederacy in the morning, in the Union after dinner,
and on neutral ground at night. ,Ye lived through a disturbed and eventful
autumn, subject to continual "alarms and excursions," but when this Sat
urday came to an end, the most trying and tempestuous week of the ,nn· for
Shepherdstown was OYer.
THE CASE OF FITZ JOH� PORTER.
BY RICHARD B. IRWIX, LIEUTEX.A..,_,T-COLOXEL AXD ASSIST.AXT ADJUTAXT-GEXER.AL, tT , S. Y.

going into the intricacies of allega
tion, evi<lence, and argument on one sitle or
the other of this many-sided controversy, some
account of the proceedings and conclusions of the
military tribunals appointed for its investigation
seems neces,;ary. These tribunals were four in
number: First, a Court of Inquiry, ordered by the
Presillent September 5th, 1SG::?, aml which met
and was finally dissolved on the 15th. without
taking ::my action; second, the 1lilitary Commis
sion, convened N"ovember 17th, 1SG2; third, the
Court-martial, appointed November ::?5th, which
sentenced General Porter to be cashiered; fourth,
the Board of Officers, appointed by President
Hayes April 12th, 1S7S, and upon whose report,
reversing the findings of the court-martial, Gen
eral Porter was finally reinstated in the service.
In bis report of September 3d, 1SG::?, General
Pope made certain representations unfavorable
to Generals Porter, Franklin, and Griffin. On
the 5th, by the same order that relieved General
Pope from command, the President directed that
Generals Porter, Franklin, and Griffin "be relieved
from their respective commands unt_il the charges
against them can be investigated by a court of in
quiry." This order appears to have been suspended
the next day at General McClellan's request, and
was never executed, all three of the generals
named remaining on duty; but on the Gth of Ko
\·ember, by the same order that removed Gen
eral McClellan from command of the Army of
the Potomac, the President again directed that
General Porter be relieYed from command of the
Fifth Corps; and this order. issued lJy Halleck 011
the 10th, was put in force ou the 12th.
The Court of Inquiry, appointed on the 5th of
September, was ordered to inquire into the charges
preferred by General Pope against Generals Frank
lin, Porter, and Griffin. The detail consisted of
,-XTITHOUT
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::.\lajor-General George Catl1Valader. Brigadier-Gen
erals Silas Casey and J. K. F. Mansfield, with
Colonel Joseph Holt as Jmlge-Advocate, and this
commission met on the litb and Stb, arljournecl
and was dissolved without action, General Mans
field being ordered into the field on the day last
named, aml Generals Franklin, Porter, and Griffin
being alrea,ly there.
On the 17th of Xowm her a military commission
was appointell by the General-in-Chief to examine
and report on charges prefenell against General
Porter by General Pope.
A military commission is a tribunal constituteJ.
to try civil cases when the functions of the ordi
nary courts of law are suspended by the state of
war. Its authority rests entirely upon the supreme
will of the commander. Its jurisdiction is wholly
outside the articles of war by which the army itself
is exclusively go,erned. 11nen the soldier is ar
raigned before such a commission, it is for offenses
for which, in time of peace, be would be trie<l by
the civil authorities. The proceClling first con
templated would therefore, at first sight, appear to
have been of a character unusual in armies and
altogether llifferent from that afterward pursued;
ho1Ve,er, the distinction was not al ways strictly
regarded <luring this war, purely military cases
being more than once brought before a commis
sion, sitting really as a court of inquiry, as in the
Harper's Ferry case, and in the investigation as
to "the operations of the army under the com
mand of Major-General D. C. Buell, in Kentucky
and Tennessee," and punishment eYen inflicted, as
in the former, without charges, or arraignment,
and without other trial.
No charges preferred against General Porter by
General Pope baYe been fouml, save in his official
reports of September 3d, 1SG2, and January 27th,
1SG3; and General Pope testified before the court-
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mart ial that he had in fact preferred none. In his that lcDowell, Keamy, and Reno, with l ess dis
letter to General Halleck of Septeml1er 30th, tance to cover, under onlers substantially similar,
l � G:!, General Pope speaks of " having laid be were similarly delayed. The vi tal point 1·emains
fol'e the Government the conduet of l\IeClel lan, whether Po1-ter did or tlid not disobey his orders
Porter, and Griffin," and of being " not disposed and fail i n his duty by not attacki ng on th e 2 0th,
to push the matter farther unless the silence of the au<l by retreating.
'J'he sentence of the eourt-martial d el ivered on
U o vermncnt . . . a11tl the restoration of these
oflicers without trial to t l1eil' commallll s, coupled the 1 0th of January, J. S G3, was that General
with mv lmni,-;hme n t to a di,.;t a u t a nd unimportant Porter " be cashiered and be forever 1l isqualified
deparh�ent, render it necessary as an act of justice from holding a 11y office of trust or profit under the
to 111_r,-;elf. " In his 1·epl_v, Octoher 1 0t h, Ha !leek Government of the United St ates." On the 2 1 st
,;ay:-i : " Again _you compla i n tl1at Porter and Griffin of .J anuary this sentence was approve,l by Presi
l1 a ve not bcPn trietl 011 your charges agai nst them. dent Lincoln.
During the n ex t fifteen years General Porter
Yon know that a court was ordered for their trial
and that it was suspendetl because :1.1! officers were cont inually appl ie,l for a rehearing, i 11 the light
req uired in the fiehl. A new eo1ut l1as been ordered, of evidence n ewly discovered or not available at
aml t hey are to be tl'ie,1 aml the groull\lS of yo111· the time or his trial.
Ou the 1 :J th of April, 1 8 7 , President Hayes ap
charges to he fully i nvest igntetl.''
011 November :J 5 th, J. S U �, th e military com poi nted a uoard of officers, coni;isting of l\lajor-Ge11mission, having simply mot rtml adjourn ed, was eral John l\l . Schofield, Brigadier-General Alfred
dis,;olved and the con rt.-martial appointed. Gen H. 'rerry, a nd Colonel George \V. G etty, to exam
ine t h e 1 1ew evidence iu conu ection ,;yi t h the old.
eral Porter was now place,! in arrest.
The new evidence consisted largely of the t esti
AH finally constit ut ed the court consisted of
l\I fljor-Gcnern ls D:1 Yi 1l Hunter a m! E. A. Tiitcbc.ock, mony and the official reports of the Confederate
antl Brigadier-General s R nfus K ing, B. l\T. Pren oflice l's serving in the Army of Northern Virgin i a
t i ss. James B. R icketts, Silas Casey, James A. at the secoml batt le o f Bull Run, suppl emented
Gartil'ltl, N. B. Bnfonl, aml J. P. Slo11gh, with hy new a n d acc urate maps of the field of l1attle.
Colonel J oseph Holt, J mlge-Advocat e-Geneml of None of tl1is information, from t he natnre of the
case, "·as, or conhl h ave been, before the court
the Army, as Jndge-Advotate.
'rh e charges exh i l 1ite,1 to the court were found m artial . By i t, if esta.blislletl, an entirely new
to have been 1 1refel'l'c<l by Brigadi er-Gen eral Ben l ight was thrown upon tlie c i rc umsta nces as they
jnmin S. R oberts, J n;:;pector-Gene ral on Genernl existed in Porter's front on the 20th of Angnst.
G eneral Pope's orders of the '.J {) tlJ, which Porter
Popo'H Rt.aff at the t ime of the occ11 1Te1H'es. The
first charge, lai11 nmler tho 11intb article of war, al was ch:ngod with di sobeyiug, were as follows,
legell five i nstanees of " di><obedirnce of orders " ; the firs t , known as t he " joint ortler," having
the second ch:u·ge, laid 11ntler the lift}·-seeond arti reached him about or shortly after noon :
clo of war, con tainecl four allegations covering two
.. f l ENERAJ,f< l.lICDOWELL AND T'ORTEH ; Yon will
act of misheb:wior in the presenee of the e nemy 11lensc rno1·e forward with you1· joint eo111mmHls t oward
on the ::l O th and 30th.
G n i11es1-ille. I �ent General l'orter writ ten orders to that
The court fonml tho accuse,l gnilty of having etrc et :111 lw11r and a half ngo. Hciutzclm:1-11, 8ig<'l, aud
<l isobeyetl three of General Pope':; orders - t hat l!f'llO n re 111oviug on the Wa1Te11to11 t urnpike, :mu rnnst
110w be Hot far from Gniuc�1·illc . .!, I desire t lrnt ns
of Augus t :3 7th, to march on Bristoe a t 1 A. M. ; soon ns ,·01111u nnieatiou is estalllif,hecl he tweeu this
tho " joint or,ler '' on the m 01·11i11 g of the '.J Oth, to forec au < l yonr own, the whole con1111anll Alla II hnlt.. It
" IIJO\'e toward G ai n esville " ; a111l the order date,] lllG:f he IICCCASary to fall bad, ht•bi ntl Bnll Hnn at Cen
,1 : :H) that afternoon, " to push forwnrd i nto actio n t rc1·illo to-n ight. I presmue it. mll Jw. so. 011 account of
:Hl vnutng-es a.re t o
at once on the enemy's right ilank " ; g11ilty, also, of our supplies. If any eo11Ridrrnlllo
be gained h y departing- fr om this order H will not he
havi ng" shamefully lli soheye<I " the latter onler, arnl AtrietJ�, cn l'l'ie,l ont.. One thing mnAt be had in view,
of having retreated without any a t tempt to engage t.hnt the troop� mni<t. oceupy a position from which they
the enemy ; but not gn i l t.y of h:iving permi t t.ctl Grif en 11 vcarh Bull R1111 to-night m· by morning-. The irnlica
fin's a rnl Piatt\; hrigatle:s to learn the Jmttle-fiel,l t.ions nre t hnt t he whole force of tlJe cuemy is mo\·ing in
and go to Centl'eville. The eharge of h aving feebly thi� tlircctio11 nt. a paee that will bring them here by to
mon·ow night or the next tlny."
att, cke,l the enemy on tho !10th was witb,lrawn.
In substance t h o ehargo,: on which Porter was
Gcner:i l l\TeDowell a !most immediately wit!Hll'eW
convic-te,1 were two,- that 110 d isoheyed Gene1·al Ki ng's d frision, ma rcher! it ronml in t.he ;·ear by the
Pope's order to nrnrch a.t 1 A. l\L on tlie ::l S t.11 , arnl Sudloy Springs roa d , d i d 11ot connect or again com
that, i n disohetlienee of orders, ho failed to attack, nrnnicato with Pol'ter dnring the da.y, u.1 1d only
but retreat ed, 011 tho :Jflth. Upo11 the former wo hronght K ing's di vision into action, 011 the right, at
:;hal l 11ot tlwt>ll, si rn•e even nr,011 tlw fin;t trial it G : l G P. lll .
was ,-;Jiown that PnrtPr ,leln}·Pd onl? two hour:,:,
Porter's right was n ot i n connect.ion or commu
on necoimt of the ,J:1 rk ness of the night, that ho n icat ion with Reynolds, who helcl tho left of the
111a 1·ehe,J at :1, that 11othing turnetl npon his delay, mni n line. Between them was a Yery wi,le gap, bid:!, Tho orclPl'S to n1_•11r1·a]� l lei11b�1•lm:1n, Beno, :irnl Si.�el at
t l14• :--a1n<• ho11i· (110t J1rocl 11C('d hc•f11rc• tho C'OllJ't or bO'll'cl) Wt'l'f-\ •
" 1 f yoll lillll Ylllll'Sl'l\·1_•� 11c•flYily ]ffl':-;.:•wcl ])\" snp�rior nnm:
liPJ'� n f tlir- enPrny, yo11 wi11 not pn�h 1nn1tf'1··s further. Fitz
J 11h11 Portl'r ftll(l Kiug's t.liYhsiou of 1\lc Dowell"s corJlS are

mo,in g on Gnines,iJle from iran:u��ns Ju11ctiou, an<l wiJl
�m11n i11 011 )'11111· Jeft. They hnve nl>out t \\C'llt.J" thousand
nwn. 1'ho rmnman<l must return to this pl:ire ( Centre
Til!e ] t o.night or lJy morning on account of subsistence and
forage."
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den by a wood through which Generals McDowell
and Porter were unable to pass on horseback,
and in which messengers sent by Porter to com
municate with McDowell and others were captured
by the enemy.
The second order dill not reach General Porter
till 6 :30 P, 111., and before the dispositions imme
diately ordered to execute it could be completed,
darkness interposed. It reatl :
"August 29tb, 1862-4: 30 P, 111,
"lllAJOR-GEXERAL POUTER:

"Your line of marcb brings you in on tbe enemy's right
flank. I desire you to pusb forwar,I into action at once
on tbe enemy's flank and, if possible, on bis rear, keep
ing your right in communication witb General Rey
nolds. Tbc enemy is massed in tbe woods in front of
us, but can be shelled out as soon as you engage tbcir
flank. Keep heavy reserves and use your batteries,
keeping well closed to your right all tbe time. Iu case
yon are obliged to fall back, do so to your right and rear,
so as to keep you in close commrmication witb the
right wing."

6 97

25,000 J !llell, was tbcre 011 the tieltl heforc Porter arrivc·d
witb bis two cliY-isions of uooo ruen; tbnt the Confeclcr
ate gencral-in-cbict' was tberc in person at lea�t two or
three beurs before the comruarnlcr of the Army of Vir
ginia biruself arriYc<l on the liel<l, ancl tbat l'o,:tt•r with
bis two divisions save,l the Army of Virginia that day
from tbc disaster naturally due to the enemy's cnrlicr
preparations for battle.
"If tbe 4: 30 orcler bat! been promptly dcliYcretl a very
graYe responsibility would have devolve,! upon GC'Bf•ra I
Porter. The order was llasP,I upon conditions whil'h
were essentially erroneous and upon ex1wctations which
could not possibly be rcalizctl. . . .
"Wbat (ieneral Porter actually tlid tlo . . . now
seems to have been only the simple nC'cessary aetion
whil'b an intelligent soltlier bad no choice but to take.
It is not possible that any ,·ourt-martial could bavc
eonde!llned sueb conduct if it bacl been c-01-rc•ctly
understood. On tbe contrary, that eomluct was olie
dient, subordinate, faithful, mHI jmlirious, It �aYl'd
tbe Union army from disaster on tbe 29th of August."

Both orders are baseu upon the supposition that
the enemy was Jackson; that Longstreet was not
there, and would not arrive till the night of the
30th or the 31st, and that Jack:,;on was to be
attacked in front and flank or rear and crushed
before Longstreet joined him.
,Vhen l\IcDowell came upon the rear of Porter's
troops near Bethlehem Church be bad just received
Buford's dispatch of G: 30 A. lll. forwarded by Rick
etts at 11: 30 A. 111.
This told of Longstreet's
passage through Gainesville before 9 : 30; it
reached l\IcDowell after 11: 30. When :McDowell
joined Porter he found him at the bead of his
troops, advancing; therefore, when Porter ar
rived on the crest of the bills which descend to
Dawkin's Branch, his advance encountered Long
street's, already in occupation of the opposite slope.
The boaru of officers say in their report:
"Gcncml Porter's conduct was adjudged [by tbc comi
martial] upon tbe assumption tbat not more than one
division under Longstreet had arrived on tbe tielcl, and
tbat Porter bnd no eonRiderable forcfl in bi� front.
"The fact is tbat Longstreet, witb fow· divisions of

The board accordingly recommended to Pre8i
dent Hayes to set aside the fimlings and sentence
of the court-martial and to restore Porter to his
rank in the service from the date of his dismissal.
In the absence of legislation, President Hayes
considered himself as without power to act, ancl on
the Gth of June, 1879, be submitted the proceed
ings and conclusions of the lJoarcl for the action of
Congress.
On the 4th of l\Iay, 18S:J, Presi,lent Arthur, hy
letters patent, remittetl so much of the sentence
of the court as bad not been fully executed, antl
thus relieved General Porter from the continuing
disqualification to hold office.
On the 1st of July, lSSG, President Cleveland
approved an act "for the relief of Fitz John
Porter" which had been passetl in the House of
Representatives on the 18th of February by a
vote of 171 to 113, and in the Senate on the '.:?i:ith
of .Tune by a ·rnte of 30 to 17. In accordance
with the provisions of this act, on the 5th of August
Porter was once more commissionetl as colonel of
infantry in the army of the United States, to rank
from l\Iay 14th, 1861, but without back pay; and
on August 7th be was placed on the retired list.

Ricketts's dispatch was not pr0tlnced in e-vitlencc. It
Rtrongly contirrus Surgf'nu R. 0. Abbott's statement that it
waR "b<'tween 1� and l o'clock, towanl l," when he ,leliy-ere,!

one copy of the "joint onler" tu Porter, after delivering the
otlwr to General l\IcDowell.- R. B. I.
J According to Col. l\Iarslrnl l of Gen. Lee's staff, 30,000.

*
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BY LATHAM A..'<DERSOX, BREVET BRIGADIER-GENERAL, U. S. V.

account in this work by Captain Pettis of
T "The
Confederate Invasion of New l\Iexico
HE

and Arizona," ;tis accmate as to most details. It
is open to criticism, however, in two particulars :
it fails to recognize the political as well as the
military importance of the campaign, and it does
injustice to General Canby.
The remote and unimportant territory of New
l\lexico was not the real objective of this invasion.
The Confederate leaders were striking at much
higher game - no less than the conquest of Cali
fornia, Sonora, Chihuahua, New l\Iexico, Arizona,
and Utah- and, above all, the possession of the
VOL. II. 45

gold supply of the Pacific coast, a source of
strength consiuered by l\Ir. Lincoln to be essential
to the successful prosecution of the war.
The truth of this view will be apparent when we
consider what the relative positions of the two gov
ermnents would have been had Sibley succeeded in
his enterprise. The Confederacy would have con
trolled the Gnlf of California and the two finest
harbors on the Pacific coast with a coast-line of
1::lOO or 1500 miles. The conquest alone of this
Yast domain, in all probability, would have insured
the recognition of the Confederacy lJy the Euro
pean powers. Owing to the remoteness of this

;:J:; For Captain Pettis's article and accompanying maps, see Vol.

II.,

p. 103.-EDlT0HS.
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coast it would have been impossible for us to have
effectually blockaded it. In fact the Confederates
could have overpowered us in the Pacific Ocean, as
all the advantages of position and materials would
have been on their side. Finally, the current of
gold, that, according to ::llr. Lincoln, formed the
life-blood of om· financial credit, would have been
dfrertecl from Y{ashiugton to Richmond. What then
would have beeu the relative quotations of "Green
backs'' and "Graybacks" '? Unquestionably the
Confederate paper would have been worth at least
as much as om·s, and the oceans would have
swarmed with .Alaba111as. But it may be asked, to
what extent would Sibley's conquest of New l\Iex
ico have contributed to this result'/ If it would
have rendered the conquest of California probable,
then it was one of the most momentous campaigns
of the war. If the reverse were true, then it was a
series of insignificant skirmishes, devoid of mili
tary or political significance. The capture of Forts
Craig and Union with their garrisons and supplies
would have rendered highly probable the successful
accomplishment of the entire plan of Sibley's cam
paigu. Southemers and Southern sympathizers
were scattered throughout the Western mountain
regions. They preponderated strongly in Southern
New :Mexico, Arizona, and Southern California.
In the coast and ri\'er towns and cities of Cali
fomia, the Confederates formed a powerfn l faction.
Had Sibley's conquest of New l\Iexico been com
plete, he would have captured GOOO or S000 stand
of arms and 25 or 30 pieces of artillery. Hardy
miners and frontier deRperadoes would have
flocked to his standard from all parts of the Rocky
Mountains. He could have enteretl California with
at least twice as many men as he brought into Ncw
l\Iexico. As a matter of course, the entire niormon
population of Utah, Arizona, and California would
have joined him joyfully, and would have furnished
him most efficient aid. In the meantime the Cali
fornia Secessionists would not ha,·e been idle.
AlthoughGeneral George -wright and the Unionists
would have been too enterprising to enable them to
effect any complete or systematic organization, a
fierce guerrill,1 warfare would certainly have been
inaugurated all over the central and southern parts
of the State as soon as it was known that Sibley's
victorious army was approaching. Unaided they
coulll have accomplished nothing. The National
forces had absolute control of the situation. The
forts in San Francisco harbor, the arsenal at Be
nicia, the l\Iare Island navy-yard, and whatever
naval force there was on the coast were all in
Union hands, under the custody of a nucleus
(small, it is true) of regular troops. Moreover,
the Union volunteers, with whom the enemy would
have had to cont encl, were unsurpassed as fightiug
material. But with an i1H'adiug arrn)· of GOOO or
8000 men across the Colorado, flushed with victory
and well supplied with small arms, artillery, amm�
nitiou, arnl trnnsportation, the situation would
have been materially clrnnged. The Government,

in order to maintain its prestige, must have con
tinually protected many points from attack. It
would thus have been compelled to divide and
weaken its forces. The California desert consti
tutes a serious obstacle to an invading army; but,
in this instance, the Confederates and their natural
allies, the l\Iormons, preponderated so largely in
that region that they could have maintained con
trol of all the water-holes on the desert, and thus
could have prevented Union scouts from observing
and reporting promptly the movements of the in
vading army. Our forces probably could not have
received notice of the route of the invading column
in time to concentrate upon the TejonPass. Sirnul
taueonsly with the arrival of the Confederate col
mnn, diversion by guerrilla attacks at various
points throughout the State could, and, uo doubt,
would, have been made so as to compel a still
further weakening of our forces at the main
point of attack. Owing to all these causes it
would have been impossible for the Union com
mander to meet Sibley with equal forces. For the
Union army defeat under these circumstances in
Southern California would have been defeat in an
enemy's country, and it would have been very dif
ficult for it to escape capture bad it l)een routed.
However superb the material of which the Cali
fornia volunteers "·ere corn posed,! they were raw
troops and woultl have been confronted by larger
numbers of men, many of them alreatly seasonetl
to war in a victorious camJ)aign, who would, more
over, have been compelled to fight with desperation
because they had the desert at their backs. It is
true the fortunes of war are uncertain, and none of
these things might have happened; but, in view of
the above facts, the probabilities seem altogether
in favor of the success of the Confederates, backed
by an army which had conquered New Mexico and
Arizona. Hence, in view of the situation in Cali
fornia and of the momentous consequences of its
capture by the Confederates, the conflict in New
l\Iexico should be regarded as one of the decisive
campaigns of the war. The soundness and brill
iancy of General Canby's management rendered it
decisive in our favor. For the invading column
the result was practically annihilation, unless the
reports brought into om' lines were gross exagger
ations. It is to be hoped that this discussion
may elicit from some of the survivors of Sibley's
colurnn a detailed account of that retreat.
Soon after Canby assumed command of the
department, anrl before he had time to get it fairly
in hand, he was confronted with the appalling dis
aster of San .Augustine Springs. This was quickly
followed hy the intelligence that two expeditions
were forming to attack him,-one in Northern
Texas under Van Dorn, to enter by the Canatlian
route against Fort Union; the other at San
Antonio, under Sibley, intended to reenforce Bay
lor at El Paso. He was therefore compelled to
keep a strong force at Fort Union, another at Fort
Craig, and to hold a third at an intermediate point

! A remnrkable march through the hostile Indian
country of Arizona to join Canby was made by eleven
compnnirs of infantry, two of ,·:walry, and two bntteries,
nuder Colonel J. H. Carleton, which were dispatC'hC'd hy

General George \\'right, commanding the Department
of the PaC'ifiC', overland from Sonthem California. The
column started April 13th, 1862, and arrived at Santa Fe
September 20th.-EDITORS.

CANBY AT VALVERDE.
whence he could succor the division first attacked.
This prevented him from acting aggressively
against Baylor early in the campaign. After Sib
ley had passed Fort Craig, Canby called a meeting
of his senior officers and outlined to them his plan
of campaign, which was to follow the enemy closely
in his march up the valley, harass him in front,
flanks, and rear with the irregular troops and cav
alry-burn or remove all supplies in his front,
but avoid a general engagement, exceJ)t where the
position was strongly in our favor. The numer
ous adobe villages along the line gave admira.ble
opportunities for carrying out this plan at inter
vals of a few miles. Canby had no confidence in
the capacity of the New Mexico volunteers to face
the Texans in the open field, and the results fully
confirmed his judgment on that point. But the
adobe villages could be quickly loop-holed and
converted into admirable defenses for raw troops.
By placing the New llle:s:icans in these improvised
fortresses, and using the regulars and Colorado
volunteers aggressively in the open parts of the
line, the efficiency of his force would have been
doubled. Should the enemy refuse to attack us
in any of these strong positions until he passed
Albuquerque, Canby could then form a junction
with the reenforcemeuts at Fort Union, and Sib
ley's fate would have been sealed. The late
:Major B. R. Selden, who was present at the meet
ing, is the write1Js authority for this outline of
Canby's intended plan of campaign. 'rhis plan was
marred at the very outset by the impetuosity of
that rash old fighter, Lieutenant-Colonel B. S.
Roberts, who, at Valverde, January 21st, precipi
tated a decisive engagement with the enemy, where
the latter had the aclYantage of position. It must
be said in justice to Colonel Rol)erts, however,
that had not two of his subordinates shown a
lack of their commander's dash, the result of that
day's battle would have been different. l\Ir. Pettis
intimates that all went well on the field nntil Canby
arrived. Such was not the case. Roberts had
failed to dislodge the enemy from his strong posi
tion behind the sand hills. Bad it not been for
the fatal gap in our center, the Texan assault on
1\1cRae's battery could not have been made, as the
attacking column would have been taken in fl.auk
by our center. That gap was caused by Colonel
Miguel Pino's 2d New l\1exican Regiment remain
ing under the river-bank and refusing to move
forward into line. For this, of course, Canhy was

not responsible. His plan of pivoting on hi left
and doubling up the enemy's left flank so as to
sweep him out of his natm·al intrenchment was
an aLlmirable one.
After the reverse at Valverde nothing remained.
for Canby but to strive for a junction with the
troops at Fort Union. In this he was thwarted for
a time by the fact that Colonel John P. Slough,
against his instructions, brought on a decisive
engagement with the enemy at Canon Glol'ieta
on the :! 8th of 1\Iarch. Slough's main force was
driven from the field, and the defeat would
have been a disastrous one had not the flanking
party, umler 1\Iajor Chivington, of the 1st Colorado
Volunteers, and Captain ·w. H. Lewis, 5th U. S.
Infantry, succeeded in destroying the Texan train.
The rumor is said to have spreatl among the Texans
that they were being attacked in rear by Cauby's
column. This cansetl a panic among part of their
force, and prevented an effective pursuit of Slough's
defeated troops.
After the junction with the troops from Fort
Union, and the overtaking and surprising of the
enemy at Peralta, on the 15th of January, Canby
had it in his power to capture the entire column.
But this was impracticable, lJecause he could not
have fed his prisoners. The country was stripped
of pro,:isions of all sorts, his own troop were on
short rations, and he was at Peralta, one thousand
miles from his base of supplies. Bis only alterna
tive was to force the Texans into their disastrous
retreat.
The account of the l)attle of Valverde in Gree
ley's '' American Conflict" is erroneous in two im
portant statements. First, speaking of the fighting
in the moming he says: " The day ·wore on ·1vith
more noise than execution, until 2 P. :M." As a
matter of fact our losses in the morning ,,_ere
heavier than in the evening, when most of the cas
ualties were confined to l\IcRa�'s Battery. Also l\Ir.
Greeley states: "Our supporting infantry, twice
or thrice the 'rexans in number, and including more
than man for man of regulars, shamefully with
stood every entreaty to charge, anrl the Colorado
volunteers vied with the regulars in this infamous
flight." There were only one thousand regulars in
the field altogether, and the bulk of them were on
the extreme right, out of supporting i.listance of the
battery. In the morning fight the single company
of Colorado volunteers behaved admirably, show
ing as much steadiness as old regulars.

CANBY AT VALVERDE.
BY

C

A, W. EVANS,

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL, U. S. A.

CANBY reached the field of Vah·erdc
in the afternoon, during the lull, proceed
ing to the position of l\IcRae's battery. One or
two shots were fired from it after his arrival
without eliciting a reply. After consultation
and examination of the position, he moved that
battery about two hundred yards to the left and
directed the placing of its supports, which had
hardly-if at all- got completely into position
OLONEL

when the Texan clrnrge was made. It was a sur
prise, and the attacking force (picked men) was su
perior in numbers to the supports of the battery
certainly to the regulars in support. Hall's battery
(its commander is now 1\1ajor R. H. Hall, 22d
U. S. Infantry) was an extempore one of two �4ponnders, one of which was disabled in the course
of the day by the breaking of its trail, and was
taken off the field. Bis position was on the ex-
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treme right, clown the river, a mile from 1\IeRae, early, and caused much confusion. It was reported
with a great gap between. Neither Captain Win that the muzzles of the cannon had been elevated
gate's battalion nor Colouel Carson's regiment was for distant firing, and that in the flurry they were
in support of him. They were nearer 1\IeRae. not depressed, thus fil·ing over the lieads of the
Just before the charge upon the latter l\Iajor Dun n,pproaching enemy. The ammunition was, I think,
can sent up for reenforcements, announcing that a only round shot and spherical case; there was no
charge was about to be made upon him; and Car grape.
'fhat the Union troops were successful in the
son's regiment anu Company H, 7th Infantry.
Captain Ingraham, were sent, but did not reach morning under Colonel Roberts and were defeated
him in time, or only got half-way. One of l\IcRae's in the eYeuing under Colonel Canby was the for
caissons (possibly a limber-box, but I think the tune of war. It is not always correct to argue
former) was lJlown up in the fight,-it was said, post hoc, propter hoc. The result would probably
by one of his sergeants firing his pistol into it to have been the same if the commanders bad been
prevent its capture, but this is not authenticated. reversel1, or if Colonel Canby had remained at
The New 1\Iexican volunteers in support broke Fort Craig.
SIBLEY'S NEW l\IEXICAN CAl\IPAIGN.-ITS OBJEC'l'S AND THE CAUSES OF ITS FAILUREBY T. T. TEEL, MAJOR, C. S, A.

object of bis campai in New l\Iexico was
T HEexplained
in 1letail by General H. H. Sibley to
gn

the writer in a conversation which occurred just
after the former had assumed command of the
army. His plans were in substance as follows:
While in the United States army and stationed iu
Arizona, be bad aequirecl full information ns to
the resourees of t.hat Territory aud of New :Mex
ico; and as to the condition of the Uuited St.ates
forces in those Territories, the qun,ntity of Gov
ernment stores, supplies, transportation, etc. He
had i11formed Prcsirlent Davis of these thiugs,
aml had submitted to him tho plan of cam
paig11. Presitlent D,wis had anthorized him to
enlist thrne regimcuts in Texas, to constitute a
brigade to be mounter] arn1 mustered into the
service, with such arms as could be obtained i11
Texas, and, upon arriving in New 1\Iexieo, the
brigade was to be fnrnisbcd with arms and equip
ments out of the. s11pply already captured or
t.hat might be capture\]. His campaign was to
be self-sustaining; President Davis knew that
Colonel John R. Baylor, with less than five hnu
<lred troops, had cnptmed lnrge supplies and was iu
possession of all of Arizona and the lower part of
New 1\Iexico; Sibley was to utilize the results of
Baylor's successes, make l\Iesilla the base of opera
tio11s, aml with the enlistment of men from New
l\Iexico, California, Arizona, an1l Colorado form an
army which would effeet the ultimate aim of the
eampai, g-n, for there were scattereLl all over the
\Vestern States and 'l'erritories Southern men who
were anxiously awaiting an opportunity to join the
Confederate a1·rny. Upon tlie arrival of bis brigade
nt l\Iesilla, Sibley wn,s to open negotiations with
the governors of Chihuahua, Sonora, ancl Lower
California, for supplies, etc. Tl1c objecti1•e aim
a11d < lcsiyn nf the campaig11 ,1cas the conquest of Cali
_
fonna, and as soon as the Confederate army shouh1
occupy the Territory of New Mexico, an army of
advance would he organized, ancl "On to Snn
Francisco" would he the watchword ; California
had to be conquered, so that there would be an out
let for slavery, the boundaries of the Confederacy,
as �hey then oxisted, including none of the Terri
tones, but with New Mexico, Arizona, Californin,

and Utah there would be plenty of room for the ex
tension of slavery, which would greatly strengthen
the Confederate States. If the Confederates suc
eeeded in oceupying California, New l\Iexico, nnd
Arizoua, negotiations to secure Chihuahua, Sonora,
and Lower California, either by pmcbase or by
conquest,, wouhl be opened; the state of affairs
in l\Iexico ma<le it au easy thing to take those
l:Hates, nm] the l\Iexican Presideut would be glad
to get rill of them and at the snme time improvo
his exchequer. In addition to all this, General
�ibley intimateu that there was a secret under
standing between the Mexican arnl the Coufetlcr
ate authorities, and that, as soon as our occupa
tion of the sair1 states was nssnretl, a tra11sfer of
those 1\Iexican states wonld be made to the Cou
federacy. Juarez, the President of the Republic
(so ealle<l), was then in the City of l\Iexieo with
tt small army nnrler bis command, bar<lly snfficicut
to keep him in bis position. Thnt date (1SG2)
wns the <larkest hour in the anunls of our sister
republic, but it was the ])rightest of tlie Confe\l
eraey, nud General Sibley thought that be would
have little difficulty in consummating the ends so
devoutly wished by the Confederate Government.
'fhe \lireet eause of our discomfiture and tho
fnilnre of our eampaigu was the wnnt of sup
plies of all kinds for the use of our army. Tlrn
territory which we oeeupiec1 was no storehouse.
Colonel Canby's order to destroy everything that
would be of use to the Confederates ha<l been
fully enforce<1. Thus we were situated in the
very heart of the enemy's country, with well
equipped forces in our fro11t and renr.
Geuernl Sibley was not a good administrative
officer. He ,lid not husband his resources, nnr1
was too prone to let the morrow tnke cnre of
itself. But for this the expedition never wonlr1
have been undertaken, nor would be have left
the enemy bet"·eeu him aud his base of supplies,
a mistake whicl1 he made at Fort Craig. The other
reasons for the failure of the campaign were want
of supplies, ammunition, discipline, and coufi
dence. Under sneb circumstances failure was in
evitable. I-fad Colonel John R. Baylor continued
to cornmanu, the result might have been different.
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BY DOX CARLOS BUELL, l\IAJOR-GENERAL, U. S. Y.

instructions; which I left behind for the regulation of affairs in
THETennessee,
when I started from Nashville for Savannah prior to the

battle of Shiloh, constituted an important part in the plan of campaigu, but
could not be made absolute with refereuce to military operations which
depeuded so much on undetermined conditions. For East 'Te1111essee, Gen
eral George W. Morgan, the officer assigued to the command of a column
operati11g in that dfrection from Kentucky, was instructed, as a first step, to
take Cumberland Gap if practicable, or to hold the enemy in cheek on that
line if his force should prove insufficient to advance. The force left in 1\Iiddle
Tennessee was to preserve interual order there, keep open the communi
cations of the army, repel invasion, and occupy the Memphis and Charleston
Tailroad ,,Then the opportunity offered. The two latter objects were chiefly
intrn ted to General 0. l\L l\litchel. Only the instructions to him, ;t and bis
action under them, can here be remarked npon.
The e instructions plact>d General Mitchel, in the beginuing, maiuly at
Fayetteville, Tennessee, twenty-eight miles north of Huntsville, Alabama, aud
explained to him how his position was to be used according to circum tances;
among other things to concentrate his force at Huntsville or DeeatnT
the occupation of the l\Iemphis and Charleston railroad throngh those points
having been all the time distinctly understood as a standing object, aud.
discussed in the conversations referred to iu the instructions.! Oue diviR
ion, with three field-batteries (18 pieces) of artillery, a regiment of cavalry,
aud two companies of e11gi11eer troops, in all about 8000 effective men, con
stituted his command; and he was told that in case of necessity the remainder
of the force in l\liddle Tennessee wonld be placed nuder his orders. '1.1he gen
-eral dispositions included a few regiments for the immediate protection of
Nashville, nuder the command of General Ebenezer Dumont, who besides was
charged with the communications of the army, in certain respects. A regiment
was also designated as a provost-guard for Nashville, with orders to answer
the demands of the military governor, Andrew Johnson, for the enforcement
of his authority. The fine regiment (51st Ohio) of Colonel Stanley l\:fatthews,
now a justice of the United States Supreme Court, was selected for that
position, on account of the efficient and judicious character of its commander.
Governor Johnson was not pleased with the limited power thus arranged for
himself. He wanted a much larger force nuder his control, and the records
exhibit earnest protests from him to the President and Secretary of "\Var
against the defenseless condition in which he considered that I had left him.
Under the instructions given to l\litchel, that officer, after hearing of the
victory at Shiloh (April 7th, 186�), marched from Fayetteville at noon on the
10th of April, and reached Huntsville at 6 A. l\I. on the 11th, captnring, as he
l'eports, about 200 prisoners, 15 locomotives, and other rolling-stock and
) See "Official Records," Vol. X., Pt. II., pp. 47, 54, 71, 75, 86.
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public property. On the 1�th, expeditions were sent eastward to within four
miles of the bridge over the Tennessee River at Bridgeport, destroying
bridges in that direction aud capturing five more locomotives; and westward
• to the Decatur bridge, twenty miles from Huntsville. Reporting these last
movements on the 1�th, General Mitchel says: ",Ve have nothing more to do
in this region, lrnvi11g fully accomplished all that was ordered."
These operations of course stopped the enemy's railroad communications
through North Alabama. Ou the 13th a brigade nuder Colonel Jolm B. Turchin
was started to Tuscumbia (thirty miles west of Decatur), where it arrived a bout
the 17th, and ,vhere I furnished it with supplies by water. It encountered
no enemy, and was recalled by Mitchel on the �4th, npon a rumor that it was
threatened from Corinth. As soon as it crossed again to the north side of
the Tennessee the Decatur bridge was burned. As a reconnoitering measure,
this expedition was well enough. The evil of it, as it turned out, was in the
injnry which resulted to the line of railroad- the destruction of the Decahll'
bridge by 1\Iitchel himself, and other bridges by the enemy. Nothing could
be more unwise than 1\Iitchel's idea that the brigade should be reenforced
from the main army so as to hold Tuscumbia, while Beauregard was at
Corinth, fifty miles distant, with railroad communication, and Halleck not
yet prepared to march against him from Pittsburg Landing.
On the 1st of J\foy l\Iitchel reports from Huntsville to the Secretary of
,Var, with whom he had established a correspondence: "On yesterday (prop
erly the �9th of April), the enemy having cut onr wires and attacked during
the night one of om· brigades, I deemed it my duty to head in person the
expedition against Bridgeport," and he describes what was done. The expe
dition was under the command of Colonel Joshna W. Sill, a capable young
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officer, afterward killed at Stone's River. l\Iitchel represents the force of the
enemy, by report, at 5000 infantry and one regiment of cavalry; and agaiu at
five regimeuts of iufautry and 1800 cavalry. The euemy reports 450 raw iufau
try, 150 cavalry, and two old iron field-pieces drawn by band. There was vir
tually uo resistance. Sill had one man killed, and the enemy reports two men
slightly wouudecl in retiring. The Coufoclerates withdrew as the Federals
advanced. The 50 men that remaiuecl a moment at the bridge-head retreated
rapidly across at the first shot, and the whole force, after b1uning 450 feet at the
east encl of the bridge, continued the retreat, leaviug behind the two iron gnus.
The blast which the euemy had prepared for blowing up a span at the west
end failed to do its work. l\:Iituhel reports the followiug iuciclent iu this
affair: "A body of 40 or 50 cavalry came dashing through a wheat-field iu
full sight just below the bridge, supposing our troops to be theirs, and
advanced to withiu 400 yards. Our ca-valry dashed after them, while our
artillery opened fire. How 111a11y escaped I do 11ot know." The enemy reports
"10 or 12" of bis cavalry scouts iu that position, probably afraid to veuture
ou the bridge, which was about to be destroyed. As neither the enemy nor
l\Iitchel reports any of them killed or captured, the presumptiou is that all
escaped. Mitchel at Huntsville, on l\Iay 1st, closes his report of this affair as
follows: "This campaign is ended, aucl I can uow occupy Huntsville iu per
fect security, while all of Alabama north of the Teunessee floats no flag but
that of the Uniou." Thus far no resistance had been encountered, but
l\Iitchel's movements bad been well conceiYecl and vigorous, and made a good
appearance. Stanton ansvrnrecl his glowing dispatches naturally: "Yom·
spirited operations afford great satisfaction to the President."
Three days after :Mitchel's dispatch as quoted, he telegraphed Stanton, 1\Iay
4th, in explanation of some unexpected developments of the enemy, and says:
"I shall soon have watchful guards among the slaves on the plantations from Bridgeport to
Florence, and all who communicate to me valuable information I have promised the protection
of my government. Should my comse in this particular be disapproved, it would he impossible
for me to hold my position. I must abandon the line of railway, and Northern Alabama falls
back into the hands of the enemy. No reenforcements have been sent to me, and I am promised
none except a regiment of cavalry and a company of scouts, neither of which have reached me.
I should esteem it a great military and political misfortune to be compelled to yield up one inch
of the tenitory we have conquered." [And again the same day, l\Iay 4th] : "I have promised
protection to the slaves who have given me valuable assistance and information. If the govern
ment disapproves of what I have done, I must receive heavy reenforcements or abandon my
position.''

The only visible or actual ground for this sudden change from easy assur
ance to anxious uncertainty, was the appearance of the Confederate Jobn
Morgan on the road from Decat1u· to Nashville on the 2d of J\Iay with a force
which Mitchel reports at 600 cavalry, including Scott's attack at Athens, and
by which some careless detachments were surprised and captm·ed. Without
tarrying, 1\:Iorgan continued bis passage into Kentucky. He was overtaken
and defeated with some loss, at Lebanon, Tennessee, by a force under General
Dumont not under Mitchel's command. 1\Iorgan was promptly succeeded in
l\fiddle Tennessee by small bands of cavalry, which gave 1\Iitchel great
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uneasiness and eaused considerable harass
ment by operating on the railroads, and fir
ing into guards and trains. It was a foretaste
of what was to be experienced on a mueh
,. larger scale and to a mucl1 wider extent,
when the army entered North Alabama to
advanee into East Tennessee in July.
On the 7th of May Mitchel was authorized
to employ the whole of the available foree
in 1\Iiddle Tennessee, amounting to abont
16,000 men, including what he had before.
There was a considerable display of activity.
A movement of two eolnmns under General
James S. Negley and Colonel ,villiam H.
Lytle, about the 14th of 1\fay, interrupted
the erossing of a body of Confederate eav
alry, 1750 strong, under Colonel Wirt Adams
from the south to the north side of the Ten
nessee at Lamb's fen-y below Deeatur. The
Federals had one man killed in these opera
tions. Adams, with 850 men, moved north of
Huntsville to the N aslrville and Chattanooga
railroad in the vieinity of 1\Ianchester. To
ward the last of May quite a large expediIlIAJOR-GEXERIL OIDISBY JI. JIITCIIEL.
tion was organized, to which the dispatches
FRO)! A PHOTOGRAPH.
ascribe different objeets at different times.
Sometimes it is to repel a heavy force that is supposed to be invading l\Iidclie
Tennessee from Chattanooga. Sometimes it is to attack Chattanooga, which
it is at last reported as having attacked. It embraeed, aecording to Mitchel's
report, at least 6000 men, under the eommand of General Negley. A portion
of it under Negley surprised Aclams's cavalry at Sweeclen's Cove near the
railroad, compelling it to make a preeipitate retreat, and eaptm·ing some
camp-equipage and supplies. Negley had two men killed and seven wounded
in this affair. He then aclYanced to the river opposite Chattanooga. A sharp
firn with field-artillery was opened upon the trenches and the town, and the
enemy was reported as driven out. Negley had been authorized "to take the
town in case he deemed it prudent," but he bad no means of erossing the
river, and for the want of supplies could not have remained forty-eight hours
if he had erossed, or even have held his position on the north side. His sup
plies were already virtually exhausted, and he was ordered back by 1\fitehel,
June 9th, ostensibly on the ground that an imaginary foree was threatening
.Nashville in his rear. A better reason was that he was there without any
ulterior purpose, and without adequate means for adv_ancing or remaining.
General l\iitehel deprecated this withdrawal beeause, as he says: "If we fall
back we open the door to pour in troops at the exaet point they (the enemy)
are already determined to use, and if we once eommence to fall baek it 1s
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difficult to determine when we can halt"; and in reporting bis action be says:
"I am quite certain the euemy will follow." The next day he concludes that
the invading force, with reference to which this formidable expedition was set
on foot, did not exist. Negley had one man wounded opposite Chattanooga.
The destruction of the Bridgeport and Decatur bridges was not contrary
to my orders under certain conditions. General l\litchel's position "'as an
isolated one. It happened that the Confederate force in East Tennessee at
the moment was small, but the resources of the enemy were not well under
stood at that early period. By the road to the east Mitchel was exposed to
whatever force the enemy might be capable of sending against him, and he
was not within reach of prompt succor even if the troops for that purpose
could be spared from the main army on the west side of the Tennessee. Very
soon, therefore? after his arriYal at Huntsville, he was authorized to destroy
the Bridgeport bridge. But the orders, though ample, were not imperative,
as he evidently understood, for iu reportiug his expedition of the 29th of
April, he took credit to his command for partially rescuiug the bridge from
T
destruction by the enemy. He says: "\'\ e can now hold it or destroy it as
may be ordered." He did not report that upon the withclrRwal of his force
the bridge was totally burned b�T his order. That action ,Yas unnecessary,
the bridge having been already sufficiently disabled by the enemy.
There was no necessity for the lmrniug of the Decatur bridge. Mitchel
had beeu instructed to destroy it in case he should be forced to retire from
his position in North Alabama, a contingency of which he frequently
expressed apprehensiou; but while he remained, the bridge ,,as so completely
under his control as to render its destruction unnecessary until the last
momeut. On April :25th :Mitchel reported: "I have determined to withdraw
my troops to the north side of the river, and, if necessary to our safety, to
destroy the Decatur bridge." I never censured him for these acts, and do not
now censure him. I only mean to make a proper account of them. Chan
nels of communication in the field of operations of hostile armies, if not
guarded, will generally be obstructed by one side or the other, and it is seldom
that their importance in advance of actual use will warrant the means requi
site for their preservation. ':L1hese are matters of judgment at the moment, and
ought not to be too narrowly criticised. A measure which proYed in the end
to have been superfluous, or even hurtful, may with the evidence at the time
bave seemed entirely advisable.
A far more serious fault was the habitual lawlessness that prevailed in a
portion of General :Mitchel's command. He has described it himself in a
dispatch to the Secretary of War: "The most terrible outrages-robberies,
Tapes, arsons, and plunderings-are being committed by lawless brigands and
vagabonds connected with the army"; and he asks for authority to visit the
punishment of death upon the offeuders. The authority was granted, but
nobody was punished. Not only straggling individuals, but a whole brigade,
under the open authority of its commauder, could engage in these acts.
:Mitchel's refinement would be shocked by brutality under any circumstances,
but he could not apply the means of repression when his command was the
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offender and the people of the c01mtry were the victims; and when a body
of respectable citizens appealed to him for protection and justice in a case
which was of undisputed atrocity, he answered them: "I cannot arraign
before a com·t, civil or military, a brigade, and I most deeply regret that a
portion at least of your time had not been occupied in searching for the testi
mony ,,hich would haYe fixed the charge of pillage and plunder upon some
iudiYidual officer or soldier 1mder my command!" This was to the inhab
itants of a to-wu iu which he had previously reported the existence of a
strong Uuiou sentiment, and -which had been given up by one of his brigade
commanders to indiscriminate sack. t These disorders do not appear to have
prevailed in the portion of the command immediately under l\litchel's eye.
The conditions which were found to exist when I arrived at Huntsville
about the last of June were certainly not gratifying. The discipline of the
command demanded vindication; the troops to a considerable extent were
scattered, and their whereabouts unknown; the cavalry was broken down by
marchings and countcr-marchings that seemed 110t to have beeu well consid
ered; a treatment partly authoritative and partly riotous, resulting from
imperfect discipline and au injuclicions temper on the part of the commander
of the troops, had embittered eYen that portion of the population that would
have been friendly or passiYe; uo supplies had been provided for the army
on its arrival from Corinth; substantially nothing had been clone as ordered
to repair the railroads to Nashville, though some steps had been taken, and
the wagon train was worn down in hauling cotton for speculators. The meas
ures that were necessary to remedy this state of affairs- the frequent calls
upon General l\litchel for information, the arrest and trial of offenders whose
flagrant crimes he had condoned or neglected, the breaking up of Tm·chin's
ungoverned brigade, the orders with reference to tho use of public trans
portation for pfrvate purposes, and other reformatory measures - seemed
unavoidably to reflect upon :i\fitchel, and no clonbt he felt them keenly,
though that was in no manner their object. The records show, howeYer,
that he had been preparing the way for a transfer to the east, though I knew
nothing of it at the time. I had been in Huntsville three days, when I received
a letter from him tendering the resignation of his commission, and I was
requested to forward it to the War Department. I sent for him in a friendly
spirit to dissuade him, but I found him avowedly in a very wounded frame
of mind, and apparently fixed in his purpose. I therefore said to him,
"Very well; I am sorry to have yon go, but if you desire I will forward your
letter, and recommend that you be assigned some other duty. I cannot
approve your resignation. It is not necessary that yon should sacrifice your
commission merely because yon do not wish to serYe under my command."
And I forwarded his letter with an endorsement to that effect. The letter
must now be on file in the War Department. The very next day orders,
elated 9: �O A. :;\L, were receiYecl by telegraph for him to repair to Washington,
and he started immediately. The clay after his departure I was surprised to
.t See the official ordet· promulgating the trial and dismissal of Colonel 'rurchin. Several other officers
were tried and Yariously punished by the same court for similar disorders.-D. C. B.
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be shown the original of a dispateh from him to the \Var Department, on file
in the telegraph office, saying that, finding it impossible to serve his country
longer under his present commander, he had forwarded his unconditional
resignation, and he solicited lenve of absence for twenty days. If a leave of
absence was his object, he knew I eould grant it as well as the Seeretary of
\Var.
Upon the whole, it is difficult to find satisfaetion in an attentive study of
General Mitchel's proceedings during the period referred to. The first oeeu
pation of the l\Iemphis and Charleston railroad in April was ·well executed;
but everywhere the pleasing impression of an apparently vigorous action is
marred by exaggeration and false coloring, and inconsisteney and self-seeking.
The most trivial oceurrenee is reported with the flourish of a great battle; an
old flat-boat in which he had rigged the machinery of a saw-mi.11, incapable
of harming anything or resisting anything, is called a .r;wz-uoat and named the
Tennessee, whieh he reports he has extemporized, and hopes will arrive in
time to take part in the fight at Chattanooga, where he hopes also to receive
600 prisoners. At one moment he is appealing to be transferred to the Army
of the Potomae, in order that he may have more active service; and almost
in the same breath he is threatened by an overwhelming force, and is broken
clown by his responsibilities, and by his unceasing watchfulness night and clay.
But in spite of his peculiarities, General :l\Iitchel was a vahmble officer.
He was a graduate of West Point, about fifty-five years of age, a man of good
bearing and pure morals, of considerable culture, and some reputation in
science, having been employed as a teaeher of science in a Cincinnati college,
and having lectured and published entertainingly on astronomy. He was
energetic in a certain way, and had some qualification from praetical experi
ence, as well as by education, tn raih·oacl eonstruction and management, which
was often useful in the war. He was not insubordinate, but was restless in
ordinary service, ambitious in an ostentatious way, and by temperament
unsuited to an important independent command. Until the publication of
volumes X. and XVI. of the "Offieial Records" I knew nothing of the account
which Mitchel after he went to ,Vashington was called upon to render of his
administration in North Alabama, in regard to discipline and cotton trading.
He answered earnestly and no doubt satisfactorily. He had at the time
reported to the ,Var Department the use of Government transportation for
getting out cotton for traders, but he did not report it to me.
Whitelaw Reid, in his sketch of him in "Ohio in the War," no doubt on
Mitchel's authority, gives me a credit to which I am not entitled, as having
said to l\Iitehel at Huntsville that I would myself resign rather than that
the country should be deprived of his valuable services. General Mitchel was
at last assigned to a sort of local command at Hilton Head, South Carolina,
and died there from yellow fever under circumstances which inspired general
sympathy, within a very few months after his departure from Huntsville.
PosTSCRIPT.-The foregoing notes were in the as well as a book called" Daring and Suffering-,'' by
hands of the editors of this work when there appear- the Rev. William Pittenger, attach great irnpor
ed a biography of General l\Iitehel written by his son tance to the expedition under Andrews against the
(Boston: Houghton, Mifflin & Co.) This biography Georgia railroad. [See pp. 709, 716.] There is
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in Pittenger's book an express assumption not
adopted iu the l\'fitehel biography, that this project
was a part of a comprehensive plan of invasion de
vised by :Mitchel, lrnt it rests on no evidence what
ever. In moving upon Huntsville l\1itchel was
totally unprepared for the supposed enterprise, aud
instead of turning his eolumn to the east to take
alh'antage of the occasion promptly, as he must
have done if he would have availell himself of it at
all, he at once spread his force to the right and
left. to secnre both flanks -on his left destroying
britlges which would have been necessary for the
exeention of the alleged plan; an<l on the right
taking steps to open communication with the army
uefore Corinth. It is not improbable, however,
that he hoped that Anclrews's work would give
greater security to an advanee upon Huntsville.
'l'he military portion of the Mitchel biography
shmrs on his part an unhappy misconception of his
official functions, and breathes a general accent of
complaint that his ability was fettered and his
usefulness thwarted lJy the faults of his superiors.
Hf' was continually falling under hindrances
aml vexations which were the fruit of his vague
impulses and erroneous notions of the military
situation and of his relations to it. To Secretary
Chase he chafes that he had hoped he '· would be
allowed to march on Chattanooga and Knoxville,"
aml now fears that his line is to be alJandonerl;
but his propositions, if they may he so called, are
never submitted to his commamling officer, with
information and reasons that might lJring them
to fruition if they deserved it. Having opened
a direct correspondence with the Secretary of
1Yar, he uses the privilege to criticise the meas
ures of his commanding officer, nominates n
military governor for North Alabama, and wants
authority to send rebel citizens to Northern pris
ons. He complains to Secretary Stanton that his
" is the first instance in the history of war where
a general has been deprived of the command of
his own lines of supply and communication,"
never, apparently, realizing that in the independ
ent sense he is not a general at all, but only the
commander of a detachment for a specific subor
clinate duty. The demoralizing effect of his
smreptitious intercourse with Washington, en
couraged by Secretary Stanton, and some of it
withhe!fl from the official files bnt brought to light·
after twenty-five years in the biography, is to be
seen in the whole of l\Iitchel's career in North
Alabama, and it followed him after his departme.
In a long report evillently suggested by con
versations arnl called for by the Secretarv of
·war, Jl.'fitchel makes the statement, July 7th, ·that
one month before, evidently referring to Negley's
expellition, he coul<l have been " permanently
established in Chattanooga." His dispatches from
June 7th to the 22d explain the importance he
attached to the occupation of Chattanooga and
the clifficulties which prevented him from seiz
ing it. No censure is meant to be applied to
General ::\Iitchel for not seizing Chattanooga
at any time, but bis dispatches alluded to above
and his report of July 7th show that his action

was not consistent with his profession, and that
his representations misled the Government and
the public with reference to the responsibility of
others, and the feasibility of an operation which
upon his own judgment he had abandoned.
I have no recollection of ever having been at
General l\litchel's quarters at Huntsville. It is
not improbable, however, that on my arrival I
was met by him and invited to his quarters. His
son and biographer describes a scene as having
occurred there on the day of my arrival: A map
upon a pine-table under n tree, and on opposite
silles "the two commanders,'' as he expresses it,
one being the commander of the army and the
other a subordinate officer belonging to it, consult
ing over a plan of campaign-"the one having the
power for decision, the other being simply ad
viser." After many hours, dtu-ing which one talked
much, and the other"was, as usual, uncommunica
tive,"no conclusion was reached. The commander
of the army "rolled up his maps and withdrew."
The next clay, says the biographer, "the consulta
tion was renewed at Genernl Euell's headquarters,
and the next for three successive clays." "General
l\litchel pleaded with General Buell for a quick
occupation of the territory east." "At length," says
the biographer, '' l\Iitchel induced Buell to go to
Bridgeport" to look over the ground, saying, "I
will have a train ready for you to-morrow morning
at 7 o'clock," "but Buell declined to go so soon."
\\'hereupon, l\litchel gave np the struggle, and
retiring to his tent telegraphed to the Secretary
of li'ar: '' Finding it impossible to serve my country
longer under my present commander, I have to
day forwarded through him my unconditional res
iguation, nnd respectfully solicit leave of abseuce
for twenty days." A copy of this dispatch, the bi
ographer adds, he sent to General Buell. The biog
rapher then quotes "two documents," written, as
he says, "within a clay or two of each other," "to
show how llifferently two men can look upon the
same subject." The second in citation, though the
first in date, is the report called for by Secretary
Stanton and made by General l\Iitchel on the 7th
of July, probably the next day after his arrival in
·washington. It does not appear among the pub
lished war records, and I learn of its existence
through the biography for the first time. It gives
a so-called plan of campaign which it states that
the writer, General l\Iitchel, had urged upon me.
No plan of campaign was proposed to me by Gen
eral l\Iitchel, and no such controversy, or discus
sion, or series of consultations as would be inferred
from the biography, ever occurred between us.
General l\litchel failed to obtain from the War
Department the recognition which he desired.
The official records show in part, and a study of
his son's publication will indicate more fully, by
what means and with what effect his influence
entered, as it nevertheless did, into the channels
of public opinion and the councils of the Govern
ment. They may also explain the true cause of
his many disappointments. The merely individual
bearing of the inquiry, however, is now of little
BUELL.
consequence.-D. C.
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CONFEDERATES IN PURSUIT.

THE LOCOMOTIYE CHASE IN' GEORGIA.)
BY THE REV. WILLIAM PITTENGER, :!D ORTO VOLUNTEERS, ONE OF THE RAIDERS.

rnili-oad r1tid in Georgia in the
T
spring of 180� has always heen
-�

Ou the �th of April, 1S0:?,- the ,la�· after the
battle of Pittsburg Lauding, of which, however,
consitlered to rank high l\litchel bad received no intelligence,- he marched
among the striking and swiftly southward from Shelbyville and seized
novel events of the civil Huntsville, in Alabama, 011 the 11th of April, ancl
"·ar. At that time Gen then sent a detachment westward over the l\Iem
eral 0. 1'T.1'1itchel, under phis ancl Charleston railroatl to open railway
:::,:::::;;,,,?,,
whose authority it communication with the Union army at Pittsburg
was organized [see Landing.
pp. 708, 710], com
Another detachment, commanded by l\Titchel
BEGINNING OF 1"HE
manded Union forces in person, ach•aucecl 011 the same day 70
PURSUIT.
in ::\IiddlcTenuessee, miles by rail directly iuto the enemy's ter
consisting of a dh·isiou of Euell's Army. Tile ritor�·, arriving unchecke(l within 30 miles of
Confederates were concentrating at Corinth, l\Iiss., Chattanooga. In two hours' time he could have
and Grant aml Buell were advancing by differ reached that point, the most important posi
ent routes toward that point. l\litchel's orders tion in the West, with ::!000 men. Why tlid
required him to protect Nashville and the country he not go1 The story of the railroad raid is the
around, but allowed him latitude in the dispo answer.
The night before breaking camp at SbellJy
sition of bis clh·isio11, which, with cletaclnnent:- and
garrisons, mtmhered nearly seventeeu thousand ville, l\Iitchel sent au expedition secretly into
men. His attention had long been tnrued to the heart of Georgia to cut the railroad com
ward the lilrnration of East Tennessee, which he munications of Chattanooga to the south and east.
knew Presi<lent Lincoln also earnestly desired, The forttme of this attempt had a most impor
and which would, if achieved, strike a most damag tant bearing upon his movements, and will now he
ing blow at the resources of the Rebellion. A narrated.
Iu the employ of General Buell was a spy,
Union army once in possession of East Tennessee
would haYe the inestimable a(h-autage, found named James J. Andrews, who bad rendered valu
nowhere else in the South, of operating in the able services [see p. 710] in the first year of the
mirlst of a friendly population, and having at hand -war, aml had secured the confidence of the Union
abundant supplies of all kinds. �Iitehel had no commanders. In l\Jarch, 180::!, Buell ]1acl sent him
reason to believe that Corinth would detain the seeretly with eight men to burn the bridges west of
Union armies much longer than Fort Donelson had Chattanooga; hut the failure of expected coopera
done, and was satisfied that as soon as it had been tion defeated the plan, ancl Andre"·s. after visiting
captured, the next movement would be eastward Atlanta, and inspecting the whole of the enemy's
toward Chattanooga, thus throwing his own di lines in that vicinity and northward, had returned,
vision in advance. He determined, therefore, to ambitions to make another attempt. His plans for
press into the heart of the enemy's country as far the second raid were submitted to l\litchel, auclon
as possible, occupying strategical points before the eve of the movement from Shelbyville to Hunts
ville, the latter authorized him to take twentythey were adequately defended.
HE

J See "Official Records," Volume X., Part I., pp. 630-63!J. (For a cletaileil aceount by tbe present writer,
see" Daring anil Suffering," War Publishing Co., N. Y.]
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One of the men was belatecl and did not join
four men, secretly enter the enemy's territory,
and, by means of captlll"ing a train, l1urn the us at all. TTl""O others were ,ery soon captured
bridges on the northern part of t-he Georgia State by the enemy, and though their true character
railroad, and also one on the East Tennessee was not detected, they w€l"e forced into the
railroad where it approaches the Georgia State Southern army, and two, 1,ho reached l\Iarietta,
line, thus completely isoiating Chattanooga, which failed to report at the rendezvous. Thus, when we
assem bled, very early in the morning, in Amlrews's
was then virtually ungarrisoned.
The soldiers for this expedition, of whom the room at the l\Iarietta Hotel for final consnltation
writer was one, were selected from the th1·ee Ohio 8before the blow 1,as struck, we were but twenty,
including om· leader. All preliminary difficulties
had been easily overcome, and "·e "·ere in good
spirits. But some serious obstacles had been re
Yealed on our ride from Chattanooga to :Marietta
the previous eYening. ;t The railroad 1,as found
to be crowded mth trains, and many soldiers were
among the passengers. Then the station-Big
Shanty-at which the capture was to be effected
had recently l)een made a Confederate camp. To
succeed in our enterprise it would lJe necessary
first to capture the engine in a guarded camp, "·ith
soldiers standing around as spectators, and then
to run it from 100 to 200 miles through the
enemy's country, and to deceive or oYerpower all
tmins that should be met-a large contract for
twenty men! Some of onr party thought the
chances of success so slight, under existing cir
cumstances, that they tuged the abandonment of
the whole ente11Jrise. But Andrews declared his
pm·pose to succeet1 or die, offering to each man,
however, the privilege of withd.rawing from the
attempt- an offer no one was ,n the least dis
JA�IES J. A�rnJ:EWS. FRO)! A PHOTOGRAPH.
posed to accept. Final instmctions were then
regiments belonging to General J. \V. Sill's giYcn, and we hurried to the ticket office in time
brigade, being simply toh1 that they were wanted for the JJorthward bound mai.l train, and purchased
for secret and ,ery dangerous f<ervice. So far as tickets for different stations along the line in the
known not a man chosen declinetl the perilous direction of Chattanooga.
honor. Om· uniforms were exchanged for ordinary
01ll" rhle as passengers was but eight miles. We
Southern dress, and all arms, except revolvers, swept s,viftly around the base of Kenesaw l\Iount
were left in camp. On the ,th of April, by the ain, and soon saw the tents of the forces camped
roadside about a mile east of Shelbyville, in the at Big Shanty (now Kenesaw Station) gleam \\"hite
late tmlight, we met onr leader. Taking us a in the morning mist. Here "·c were to stop for
little way from the road he quietly placed before breakfast and attempt the seizure of the train.
us the outlines of the romantic arnl adYenturons The morning 1,as raw and gloomy, and a rain,
plan, which was: to break into small detachments which fell all day, had already begun. It was a
of three or f01u, journey eastward into the mount painfully thrilling moment! We were but twenty,
ains, and then work southward, traveling by rail ,vith an army a,bout us and a long a,nd difficult
aft.er we were well within the Confederate lines. road before us crowded -with enemies. In an
and finally meet Andrews at ::.\farietta, Georgia, in tant we were to throw off the disguise which
more than �00 miles away, the evening of the harl been our only protection, and trust our lead
thin1 day after the start. When questioned, we er's genius and om· own efforts for safety and suc
were to profess onrselYes Kentuckians going to cess. Fortunately we had no time for giving way
join the Southern army.
to reflections and conjectures which could only
On the journey we ;ere a good deal annoyed by nu.fit us for the stern task ahead.
the swollen streams and the muddy roads conse
When we stopped, the conductor, engineer, and
quent on three davs of almost ceaseless rain. many of the passengers hurried to breakfast, leav
Arnlrews was led to·l)elie,e that 1'litchel's column ing the train unguarded. Now was the moment of
would be inevitably delared, and as we were ex action! Ascertaining that there was nothing to
pected to destroy the bridges tho very day that prevent a rapid start, Andrews, our two engineers,
Huntsville was entered, he took the responsibilitv Brown and Knight, and the fireman hurried for
of sending won1 to om different groups that 01;r ward, uncoupling a section of the train consisting
attempt would be postponed one clay- from Fri of three empty baggage or box ears, the locomo
day to Saturday, April 1 :?th. This was a natural tiYe and tender. The engineers and fireman sprang
but a most lamentable error of jmlgment.
into the cab of the engine, while Andrews, with

.t The different detachment:- rea<'herl the Georgia State railroad at Chattanooga. and traveled as ordinary
passengers on trains nmning Eaonthward.-EDITORS.
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we had intern.led rather to depend upon
fire; but the amount of time spent in
taking up a rail was not material at this
stage of om· journey, as we easily kept
on the time of our captmed train. There
was a wonderful exhilaration in passing
swiftly by towns aml stations through
the heart of an enemy's country iu this
manner. It possessed just enough of
the spice of clanger-in this part of the
run-to render it thoroughly enjoyable.
- '
-�
-.::::-..s. . • ,J•'
The sligbiest accident to our engine,
BIG SHANTY (;s"OW KEJl.'ESAW) STATIOX. FRO)! A WAR·TDIE SKETCH.
ho"l"l"ever, or a miscarriage in any part
hand on the rail and foot on the step, waited to of onr programme, would have completely changed
see that the remainder of the band had gained the conditions.
At Etowah Stat.ion we found the "Yonab," an
entrance into the rear box car. This seemed cliffi
cult and slow, though it really consumed but a old locomotive O"l"l'llcd by an iron company, stand
few seconds, for the car stood on a considerable ing with steam up; but not wishing to alarm the
bank, and the first who came were pitched iu by enemy till the local freight bad been safely met,
their comrades, while these, in tm·n, dragged in the we left it unharmed. Kingston, thirty miles from
others, and the door was instantly clo ed. A the starting-point, was safely reached. A train
sentinel, with musket iu hand, stood not a dozen from Rome, Ga., on a branch road, bad just ar
feet from the engine watching tbe whole proceed rived and was waiting for the morning mail- our
ing, but before be or any of the soldiers anu train. We learned that the local freight would
guards around could make up their minds to inter soon come also, and, taking the side track, waited
fere, all was done, and Andrews, with a noel to his for it. "7.J.en it arrived, howe,er, Andrews saw to
engineer, stepped on board. The valve was bi. surprise and chagrin that it bore a red flag,
pulled wide open, and for a moment the wheels indicating another train not far behind. Stepping
of the "General" slipped around ineffectively; to the conductor, he boldly asked, ""-oat does it
then, with a bound that jerked the soldiers in the mean that the road is blocked iu this manner
box car from their feet, the little train darted away, wb u I have orrle1·s to take this powder to
leaving the camp and station in the wildest uproar Beauregard without a minute's delay?" The an
and confusion. The first step of the enterprise swer was interesting but not reassuring: "Mitchel
bas captured Hunts,ille and i said to be corning
was triumphantly accompli heel.
Accortliug to the time-talJle, of which Andre"l"l"s to Chattanooga, and we are getting e,erything out
had ecure1l a copy, there were two train to be
met. Tbe. e presented no serious hindrance to our
attaining high speed, for we could tell just where
to e:-...'"Pect them. There was also a local freight
not down on the time-tal)le, but which could not be
far distant. Auy danger of collision with it could
be avoided by runuing according to the schedule
of the captured train until it was passed; then, at
tbe highest possible speed, we would run to the
Oostenaula and Chickamauga bridges, lay them in
ashes, and pass on through Chattanooga to J\litcbel,
at Huntsville, or wherever eastward of that point
he might be found, arriving long before the close
of the clay. It w-as a l)rilliant pt·ospect, and, so far
as human estimates can determine, it would have
been realized had the day been Friday instead of
Saturday. On Friday every train bad been on
time, the day dry, and the road in perfect order.
Now the road was in disorder, eYery train far be
hind time, and t'1"o "extras" were approaching us.
But of these unfavorable conditions we knew
nothing, and pressed confidently forward.
We stopped frequently, at one point tore up the
track, cut telegraph wires, and loaded ou cross
ties to be used in bridge burning. Wood and
water were taken without difficulty, Auclrews tell
ing, very coolly, the story to which he adhered
throughout the run, namely, that be was an agent
of General Beauregard's running an impressed
powder train through to that officer at Corinth.
TUE RAILROAD FRO)! )!ARIETTA TO Cll.-\TTAXOOGA..
We had no good instruments for track-raising, as

--

712

THE LOCOMOTIVE CHASE IN GEORGIA.

of there." He was askell by Andrews to
pull his train a long way down the track
out of the way, and promptly obeyed.
It seemed an exceedingly long time be
fore the expected "extra" arrived; and
when it did come it bore another red flag!
The reason given was that the "local,"
being too great for one engine, had been
made up in two sections, and the secoml
section would don utless be along in a
short time. This was terribly vexatious;
yet there seemed nothing to do but wait.
To start out between the sections of an
extra train would be to court destruction.
There were alreacly three trains around
ns, and their many passengers, and others,
l'LAN 0[•' THE DLOCKADE AT
were growing very curious about the mys
Ji:INGSTON STATIOX.
terious train which had arrived on the
time of the morning mail, manned by strangers. Anthony l\Iurphy, foreman
Fur a.n hour and firn minutes from the time of arrival of the Atlanta railway ma
at Kingston, we remained in this most critical chine shops, who happened
position. The sixteen of us who were shnt np to he on board of Fuller's
tightly in a box car, personating Beauregard's am train, started on foot after
mnnitiou,-hearing sounds ontsi,le, but unable to us as bard as they could run!
distinguish words,- had perhaps the most trying Finrling a hand-car they
position. Andrews sent us, by one of the engi mounted it and pushed for
neers, a cautious warning to bo ready to fight in war1l till they neared Eto
case the uneasiness of the crowd around led them wah, where they ran on the
to make any investigation, while he himself kept break we had made in the
near the station to prevent the sending off of any road and were precipitated
alarming telegram. So intolerable was our sus down the emlmnkment into
pense that t be order for a deaclly conflict wou!a the ditch. Continuing with
have been felt as a relief. But the assm·auce of more caution, they reached
Andrews quieted the crowd until tho whistle of Etowah and fonnd the '' Yothe expected train from the north was heard; then, nah," which was at once
as it glided up to the depot, past the end of our pressed into service, loa1led
side track, we were off without more words.
with soldiers wl10 were at
But unexpected danger had arisen behind us. hand, and hnrried with flyOnt of the panic at Big Shanty two men emerged, ing wheels toward Kingston. Fnller prepare<l to
determined, if possible, to foil the unknown captors fight at that point, for he knew of the tangle of extra
of their train. Thern was no telegraph station, trains, and of the lateness of the regular trains, and
and no locomotive at hand with which to follow; did not think we would be able to pass. We l1ad
but the comluetor of the train, 1V. A. Fuller, aml been gone only four minutes when he arrived and
found himself stopped by three long, heavy trains
of cars headed in the wrong direction. To move
them out of the way so as to pass would cause a
delay he was little indined to afford -would in
deed have almost certainly given ns the victory.
So, abandoning his engine, he, with l\Iurphy, ran
across to the Rome train, and, uncoupling the en
gine and one car, pushed forward with about forty
armed men. As the Rome branch connected with
the main road above the de1lot, he eneountered no
hindrance, and it was now a fair race. -we were
not many minutes ahead.
Four miles from Kingston we again stopped and
cut the telegraph. While trying to take u1J a rail
at this point, we were greatly startled. One end
of
the rail was loosened and eight of us were pull'
ing at it, when distant, but distinct, we heard the
"·histle of a pmsuing engine! With a frantic pull
we broke the rail and all tumbled over the embank
ment with the effort. We moved on, and at Adairs
ville we found a mixed train (freight and passenger)
waiting, but there was an express on the road that
CAPTAIN WM. A. FOLLER, C. S. A., LEADEH OF TUE
l'UR�UlT. FROM AN .. UIBROTYl'E.
had not yet arrived. w·e could afford no more
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delay, and set out for the
next station, Calhoun, at
terrible speed, hoping to
reach that point before the
exp1·ess, which was behind
time, should arriYe. The
nine miles which we had to
travel were left behind in
less than the same number
of minutes! The express
was just pulling out, but,
bearing our whistle, backed
before us until we were
able to take the side track;
. .,
it stopped, however, in such
a manner as completely to
close up the other end of
·r.� �:
·.
the S\Yitch. The two trains,
<
side by side, almost touched
each other, and our precip
itate arriYal caused natural
suspicion. 11lauy searching
questions were asked which
had to he answered before
we could get the opportunity of proceeding. We, in the box car, could
liear the altercation and were almost sure that a
:fight would he necessary before the conductor
would consent to "pull up" in o!'(ler to let us out.
Here, again, our position was most critical, for the
pursuers "ere rapidly approaching.
FuUer and l\Iurphy saw tile obstruction of the
broken rail, in time to preYent wreck, lJy reversing
their engine ; but the hindrance was for the
present insuperable. LeaYing all their men
behind, they started for a seconll foot-race.
Before they bad gone far they met the train we
had passed at Adairsville and turned it back after
us. At Adairs\'ille they dropped the cars, and,
with locomotive and ten·der loaded �with armed
men, they cl.rove forward at the highest speed
possible. They knew that we were not many
minutes ahead, and trusted to oYerbaul us before
the express train could be safely passed.
But Andrews bad told the powder story again,
with all his skill, and bad added a direct request in
peremptory form to have the way opened before
him, which the Confederate conductor ditl not see
fit to resist; and just before the pursuers arriv{'d
at Calhoun we were again 1mder way. Stopping
once more to cut wires and tear up the track, we
felt a thrill of exhila.ration to whicl1 we bad long
been strangers. The track was now clear before
us to Chattanooga; and even west of that city we
bad good reason to believe that we would find 110
other train in the way till we bad reached Mitchel's
lines. If one rail could uow be lifted we would be
in a few minutes at Oostenaula bridge, and, that
burned, the rest of the task would be little more
than simple manual labor, with the enemy ahso
lutely powerless. We worked with a will.
But in a moment the tables were turned! Not
far behind we heard the scream of a locomotive
bearing down upon us at lightning speed! The
men on board were in plain sight and well armed!
Two minutes-perhaps one -would have removed
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the rail at which we were toiling; then the game
would have been in our own hands, for there was
no other locomotive l.ieyoml that could be turned
back after us. But the most llesperate efforts
were in vain. The rail was simply bent, and we
hmTied to our engine and dartetl away, while re
morselessly after us tliundered the enemy.
Now the contestants were in clear view, and a
most exciting race followed. Wishing to gain a little
time for the burning of the Oostenaula bridge we
dropped one car, and shortly after, another; hut
they were "picked up" and pushed ahead to Resaca
station. \\'e were obliged to run over the high tres
tles all(l covered bridge at that point without a pause.
This was the first failure in the work assigned us.
The Confederates could not oYertake and stop
us on the road, but their aim was to keep close
behind so that we might not be able to damage
the road or take in wood or water. In the former
they succeeded, but not the latter. Both engines
were put at the highest rate of speed. '\Ve were
obligerl to cut the wire after every station passed,
in order that an alarm might uot be sPnt ahead,
and we constantly strove to throw our pursuer off
the track or to obstruct the roacl permanently in
some way so that we might be al1le to lmrn the
Chickamauga l,ridges, still ahead. The chances
seemed good that Fuller and l\Imphy would be
wrecked. We broke out the end of our last box
car and dropped cross-ties on the track as we ran,
thus checking their progress and gettini:? far
enough ahead to take in wood and water at two
separate stations. Several times we almost lifted
a rail, but each time the coming of the Confed
erates, within rifle range, compelled us to desist
and speed on. Onr worst hindrance was the rain.
The previous day (Friday) had been clear, with a
high wind, and on such a day fire woul<l have been
easily and tremeudously effective. But to-day a
hridge could be bu.rued only with abundance of
fuel and careful nursing.
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merely gave the plan his sanction without makillg
any attempt to carry it into execution.
Dalton was passed without difficulty, and beyond
we stopped a.gain to cut wires and obstruct the
track. It happened that a. regiment was encamped
not a. hundred yards away, but they did not molest
us. Fuller had written a dispatch to Chattanooga,
and dropped a man with orders to have it forwarded
instantly while he pushed on to saYe the bridges.
Pa.rt of the message got through and created a
wild panic in Chattanooga, although it did not ma
terially influence our fortunes. Our supply of fuel
was now very short, and without getting rid of our
pursuer long enough to take in more, it was evident
that we could not run as far as Chatta11ooga.
1Vhile cutting the wire we made an
attempt to get up another rail, but the
enemy, as usual, were too quick for us,
1Ve had no tool for this purpose except
a wedge-pointed iron bar. Two or
three bent iron claws for pulling out
spikes would have gh·en us sueh supe
riority, that, down to almost the last of
om· run, wc would have been alJle to
esc-ape and to burn all the Chicka
mauga, l1rillges. But it bad not been
our intention to rely on this mode of
obstruction-an emergency only ren
tlered necessary by our unexpected de
lay and the 1wuring raiu.
"'e made 110 attempt to (lamage the
· ..� long tunnel north of Dalton, as our
enemies had greatly dreaded. The last
hope of the raid ,ms now staked upon
au effort of a. differe11t kind. A few
more ol1structions were dropped ou the
track au<l our speed was increased so
that we soon forged a considerable dis
tance ahe,id. Tlie side and end board:;
of the last car ,vere torn into shreds,
all available fuel was piled upon it,
and blazing brands were brought back
from the engine. By the time we ap
proached a long covered bridge the
- --:o
fire in tbe car was fairly started. We
:_..:::_
,'
uncoupled it in the middle of the
bridge, and with painful suspense
TUE PURSUEHS PU�lll:OW TIIE llURNlNG CAR FRO)l TUE BRIDGE,
awaited the issue. Oh, for a. few
was placed across the track so skillfully on a curve minutes till the work of conflagration was fairly
that it was not seen till the train ran upon it at begun! There was still steam-pressure enough in
full speed, Fuller says that tlrny were terribly our boiler to carry us to the next wood-yard, where
jolted, and seemed to bounce altogether from the we could have replenished our fuel, by force if
track, hut lighted on the rails iu safety. Some of necessary, so as to run as near to Chattanooga as
the Confederates wished to leave a train which was was deemed prudent. 1Ve did not know of the
driven at su<-11 a reckless rate, but their wishes telegraph message which the pursuers bad sent
a.bead. But, alas! the minutes were not given.
were not gratified.
Before reaching Dalton we urged Andrews to Before the bridge was extensively fired the enemy
turn and attack the enemy, laying an amhnsh so was upon ns. 'l'hey pushed right into the smoke
its to get into clasp, r1narters that our revolvers and drove the burning car before them to the next
might be on equal terms with tlieir gnus. I have side-track.
little doubt that if this had been carried out it
With 110 car left, and 110 fuel, t.he la.st scrap
would have succeeded. But Andrews - whether having been thrown into the engine or upon the
l,eca.use he thought the chance of ,necking or oh burning car, and with no obstruction to drop on
strncting the enemy still goo1l, or feared that the the track, our situation was indeed desperate.
couutry ahead had lrnen alarme<l by a telegram
But it might still he possible to save ourselves
around the Confederaey by tho way of Richmond- if we left the train in a body and took a direct
Thus we sped on, mile after mile, in this fear
ful chase, aronnJ 1.mrves anrl past stations in seem
ingly endless perspective. ·whenever we lost
sight of the enemy beyond a curve we hoped that
some of om· obstructions had heen effective in
throwing him from the track and that ,ve would
see him no more; hut at each long reach back
ward the smoke was again seen, and the shrill
whistle was like the scream of a bird of prey. The
time could not have been so very long, for the
terrible speed was rapidly devouring the distance,
but with our nerves strained to the highest tension
each minute seemed an hour. On several occa
sions the escape of the enemy from wreck seemed
little less than miraculous. At one point a rail
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course toward the Union lines. Confederate pur
suers with whom I have since conversed have
agreed on two points - that we could have es
cn,pecl iu the manner here pointed out; aml that
an attack on the pursuing train would likely have
heon successful. But Andrews thought otherwise,
at least in relation to the former plan, and ordered
us to jump from the locomoti>'e, and, di8persing iu
the woods, each endeavor to save himself.
The question is often asked, "i'(hy did you not.
reverse your engine and thus wreck the one fol
lol\·iug ?" Wanton injury was no part of our plan,
and we couhl not afford to throw away our engine
till the last extremity. When the raiders were
jumping off, ho'l>eve1:, the engine was reverse<l
and driven back, but by that time the steam was
so nearly exhausted that the Confederate engine
bad no difficuity in reversing and receiving the
i,hock without injury. Both were soon at a
stand-still, and the Confederates, reenforced by
a party from a train which soon arrived on the
�cene,-the express passenger, which bad been
tlll·ned back at Calhoun,-continued the chase on
foot.
It is easy uow to understand why l\Iitchel
paused thirty miles west of Cb,ttanooga. The
Andrews raiders had been forcecl to stop eighteen
miles south of the same town, and no flying train
met l\Iitchel with tidings that all the railroad com
munications of Chattanooga were destroyed, and
that the town was in a panic and undefended.
A few words will give the sequel to this remark
able enterprise. The hunt for the fugitive raiders
was prompt, energetic, and successful. Several

*

The participants in the raid were: James J . .Au
tlrews,* Leader; William Campbell,* a rivilian who vol
unteerecl to arcorupany the raiders; George D. Wilson,*
Co. B, 2d Ohio; l\Iarion .A. Ross,* Co. A, 2<1 Ohio; Perry
G. Sltadrack,* Co. K, 2d Ohio; Samuel S!a.,ens,* 33d
Ohio; Samuel Robinson,* Co. G, 33d Ohio; John Scott,*
Co. K, 21st Ohio ; Wilson W. Brown,t Co. F, 21st Ohio;
* Executed.

'l>ere captured the same day, and all but two
within a week. Even these two ·were overtaken
a11d brought back, when they supposed that they
were virtually ont. of danger. Two who had reached
l\Iarietta, but bad failed to board the train (J. R.
Porter,t Co. C, 21st Ohio, and l\Iartiu J. Hawkins,t
Co. A, 33d Ohio), were identified an<l added to
the band of prisoners. Now follo'l>s the saddest
part of the story. Being in citizens' dress within
au enemy's lines, the whole party were held as
spies. A co111·t-martial was convened, an<l the
leader and seveu out of the remaining t'l>enty-one
'l>ere condenrned and execute<l.* The others were
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:\IE:\IORIAL DA 1 ,\T CIIATTA:'\"OOGA, 1883. GI{.\ \"ES OF
A:0-DREWS A�D HIS CO)lPANIO�S.
William Knight,t Co. E. 21Rt Ohio; )lark Wood,t Co. C,
21st Ohio; James .A. Wil�on.t C'o. C, 21st Ohio; John
Wollaru.t Co. C, 33d Ohio; D. A. Dorl'.ey,t Co. H, 33d Ohio;
Jacob Parrott,! Co. K, 33d Ohio: Robert Bntrnm,t Co. H,
21st Ohio; Willimn Bensinp:cr,t Co. G, 211'.t Ohio; Will
iam Reddick,; Co. B. 33d Ohio; E. H. )Iason,t Co. K,
21st Ohio; William Pittenger,! Co. G, 2d Ohio.-EDITORB.

t Escaped.

t Exchanged.

,·

NOTES ON THE LOCOMOTIVE CHASE.
never brought to trial, probably because of the
advance of Union forces and the consequent con
fusion into which the affairs of the Departments of
East 'l'ennes,-ee and Georgia were thrown. Of the
remaiaiug fourteen, eight succeeded , by a bold ef
fort,-attackiug their guard in broad dayligbt,-iu
m.i.king their escape from Atlautn, Ga., and ulti
mately in reaching the North. The other six, who

shared in this effort, but were recaptured, remained
prisoners until the latter part ofl\Iarch, 1863, when
they were exchanged through a special arrangement
made by Secretary Stanton. All the survivors of
this expedition received medals and promotion.
'l'he pursuers also received expressions of grati
tude from their fellow Confederates, notably from
the Governor and Legislature of Georgia.

NOTES ON THE LOCOMOTIVE CHASE.
BY JAMES B. FRY, BREVET MAJOR-GENERAL, U. S. A.
expeditious to burn bridges near Chattanooga
Twowere
sent from the Union lines early in 1SG2.

The first was authorized by General D. C. Buell,
commanding the Army of the Ohio, who had seized
Nashville in the latter part of February, and was
about marching south-westward to join Grant at
Savannah
. on the Tennessee River. Buell was not
unmindful of the advantage of breaking, west of
Chatt.auooga, the railroad which Jed the Confed
erate for�e:s from the east am! south to his flank
am] also directly connected them with Corinth,
against which Halleck was moving. A spy by the
name of Andrews, who was_in Buell's service, rep
resented early in :March that with a party of six
t.rusty men he could destroy the bridge8 between
Chattauoogn, and Bridgeport, and also the impor
tant bridge over the Tennessee, at the latter place,
aud thus effectually prevent the enemy from using
th at route, either to reenforce Corinth or to re
turn to Middle Tennessfle. Buell had received but
little benefit from Andrews's services .t, and did
not encourage the proposition, hut in consequence
mainly of the confiile uce an<l urgency of the spy,
he finally directed me, his chief of staff, to confer
fully with Arnlrews and use my discretion as to
authorizing and organizing the euterprise. Ou the
strength of Andrews's assurance that an engineer
running a regula.r train over the road was in our
interest and woulrl use bis locomotive for the pur
pose, I sanctione,l and arranged the expedition.
General l\Titchel was directed to fumish six men,
if volunteers for the service could he found-that is
all he had to do with the original expedition. Of this
operation General Buell wrote, August 5th, 1SG0,
to the Adjutant-General of the army as follows:
"Srn: Int.lie' Official Gazette• of the 21st nltimo, I Ace
a report of Jndge-A1lv0Pate General Holl, dated the271h
of l\Tarcb, relative to nn expedition srt on fool in April,
1862, urnlC'r tl1c authority nncl clircclion (as the report
sayR) of Gcncml 0. l\J. Mitchel, t.Jie ohject of which wnR
to ,lcstroy the communication on the Georgia State rail
r?acl between Atlanta and Chattanooga. 'fhe expecli
t10n was set. on foot under my authority, the plan was
arrange(! betwPen l\Tr. Andrew�. whom I had hacl in

:'.t General Bnell writr. s, March, 1888: "Andn•wR came
into my rmployment in th<' capaC'it.y of a spv. IIavin"
traffic in q11iniuc. etc., as an excu�e for his ,�ovcment;
lie made one trip and retnrne<l without information of
any va!ne. He started 011 :inother at a C'ritieal pe riod,
fnll of unp�rtant facts. While the C'risis was pernling I
e:q,ect1·1l lnm cvPry day. lie returucll onl)· after I en
tered Na�hvillc, and thC'n the Pnrrcnt of e,·ents had told
all he kuew. . . . J had little C'ontitlcnce in biR nFefnl
ncss, apprehemling tlrnt he l-hought more of his traffic

employment from shortly after assuming commaucl in
Kentucky, and my cbicf of staff, Colonel James B. Fry,
and General l\Iitchcl had nothing to do either with its
conception orcxccntion, exC'ept tu furnisb from his com
mand tile sol<licrs who took part in it. He was directed
to furnish 6; instead of that he sent 22. Had he rnn
formed lo tile instructions gi\•cn him, it would have been
hetter, the ehances of succe�s wonlll have been greater,
and in an:, event, several liveR wonld have been saved.
'fhc report 1q,cnkR of the Jllan as nn emanation of genius,
and of the results which it promised as absolutely
f\nblime. It mny he proper, therefore, to Ray that this
statement hi made for the sake of trnth, and not to eall
attention to tl1c (•xtravagant colors in which it l1as hcen
presented. \'err respectfully your obedient serv::mt.,
"D. c. llUELL, l\Tajor-Genernl."
General Buell was speaking here of the first
expedition,-the one he authorized. In relation to
the merits of this scheme it may be said that at the
time perhaps the ohject was of sufficient impor
tance to offset the probabilities of failure and the
risk to the men engaged. But at best the under
taking was hanlly commemlable. Buell, basiug no
plans on the success of it, marched with the main
hotly of his army for the field of Shiloh, without
knowing the result. The effort failed, and when
Andrews retnmed, early in April, he found Mitchel
in command below Nashville, and reported to him
in Buell's absence. Thereupon l\litchel, on the 7th
of April, J SG�, set on foot the second expedition.
'fhis expedition also failed, and with distressingly
disastrous consequences to tl1ose e11gaged iu it.
The Confederates were fully aware of the impor
tance of holding Chattanooga., and from my knowl
edge of the military situation at the time, the
military commanders concerned, and the course of
eYents afterward, I do not hesitate to express the
opinion that if the raiders had succeeded in de
destroying every bridge on their proposed route it
would have produced no important effect upon
l\Iitchel's military operations, and that he would
not have taken, certainly would not have held,
C:hattanooga. Hence it is my opinion that l\fitchcl's
liridge-hurners took desperate chances to accom
plish objects of no substantial advantage.)
tlrnn of the ohject for which he was engaged. Wilen be
proposed to n tlcm11t the def<l. rnC'tion of brillgeR J clid not
assent. . . . He, howeYcr, interc�l<'d my chief of staff,
and at the request of tlle lat.ter I consented to the ar
rangement that was completC><l hetw<'en th. cm."-J. B. F.
) General Bnrll writes: "'fhe damage C'Oulll only
ha Ye been partial ancl temporary; ancl no condillon
of I.he contemling for!'es then existed upon wl1ich t.he
ohRlniction could have exerted any decisive ' influence."-J. B. F.
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HALLECK'S ARMY ON THE MARCH TO CORINTH.
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WITH PRICE EAST OF THE MISSISSIPPI.
BY COLONEL THOl\IAS L. SNEAI>./

B

EAUREGARD, withdrawing his army in good order from the field of
Shiloh, took position once more within the defenses of Corinth, and
called for help to stay the advance of Halleck's fast-gathering forces. Of the
40,000 men who had followed Johnston out to battle, 30,000 were again in
the trenches on the 9th of April, 1862. Van Dorn, after his defeat at Pea
Ridge, was hastening to join them from the trans-Mississippi ·with the remain
der of the Army of the West more than twenty thousand strong. Its advance
under Price was even now embarking on the ,Vhite River of Arkansas, and
would be at Corinth in less than a week. Kirby Smith t sent his every avail
able regiment from East Tennessee, and Pemberton! every man that conld
be spared from the coasts of Carolina and Georgia. The armies which had
been assembled for the defense of New Orleans and Pensacola had already
been sent to Corinth, and had fought at Shiloh. 'fhe President telegraphed
on the 10th of April to the governors of Sonth Carolina, Georgia, Alabama,
) See (Vol. I., p. 262) Colonel Sneatl's paper on
"'rhe First Year of the '\Var in Missouri,'' of which
this is a continuation.- EDITORS.
;t Major-General E. Kirby Smith, who, as a brig
adier-general, had eomman<led a brigade in Gen
eral J. E. ,Johnston's Army of the Shenandoah at
the battle of Bull Run (;here he wa,s wounded),
and afterward a divi;;io11 ht the Army of Northern

Virginia., assumed command of the District of East
'rennesseo (afterward raised to a Department),
with heatlquarters at Knoxville, on the 8th of
:;\larch, lSQ�.-EDITORS.
Major-General John C. Pemberton at this time
eomma11ded the Confederate Department of South
Carolina, with headquarters at Charleston, South
Carolina.-EDITORS.

717

+

WITH PRICE EAST OF THE MISSISSIPPI.

Mississippi, and Louisiana, "Beauregard must have reenforeements to meet
the vast aecnnrnlation of the enemy before him. The necessity is imminent,
the ease of vibl importance. Send forward to Corinth all the armed men
that yon can furnish." The Confederate Congress supported all this activity
by enacting in haste on the 22d of April a stringent law for eonseripting every
white male between the ages of 18 and 35.
Halleck was at St. Louis, getting ready in his elaborate way to go to tho
Tennessee, when he was startled by learning that Grant had been attacked
at Shiloh antl had barely eseaped a great disaster. Hastening to the front,
he assumed command in person of the for�es in the field on the 11th of
April, and proceeded to execute deliberately bis long-conceived plan of
campaign.
Preeminently cautions by nature, and the more cautious now because ho
was sm·e of ultimate success, and averse always to the unnecessary shedding
of human blood, Halleck, instead of advancing boldly against Beauregard as
Grant would have done and risking all upon the haiard of a battle whose issne
would have boon uncertain, first fortified his position on the left bank of the
Tennessee, and then began to strengthen his army by bringing to it all the
available forces of his immense Department.
Pope was recalled from before Fort Pillow, which he was preparing to attack,
and reached the Tennessee with the Army of the Mississippi on the �1st of
April. He ea.me flushed with his victories at New J\Iaclrid and at Island No.
'reu-tho last of which Halleck prononnced "a splendid achievement, exceed
ing in l>olclness and brilliancy all other operations of the war," and one that
"would bo memorable in military history aucl admired by fntnre genera
tions." Halleck did not then know how weakly the place had been defended
by the officer to whom Beanregarcl had intrustecl its defense.
Though the main hotly of the army with ·which Curtis had defeated Van
Dorn at Elkhorn ,ms still dragging itself slowly oYer the mountains, or
floundering through the s,Yamps of Arkansns, it, too, sent reenforcements to
the Tennessee.
At length, toward tho last of April, Hallock had assembled on the banks of
the Tennessee an army of one hundred thousand men.
Remarkable and imposing as this great army was for its numbers and the
excellence of its personnel, it was still more remarkable for its array of dis
tinguished loaders. Among them were the future generals-in-chief of the
armies of the United States,-Halleck himself, and after him the three most
snccessfnl of all the soldiers that fought for the Union-Grant, Sherman, and
Sheridan; and with them ,rnre George H. Thomas, whom Greeley believed
to he the greatest soldier of them all, and Buell, and Pope, and Rosecrans,
aml many others that rose to high command. ,With it, but not of it, were
also tho great ,Yar GoYernor of Indiana, Oliver P. Morton, and the Assistant
Secretary of ,Var, Colonel Thomas A. Scott, the railway king of the future,
who had come to advise and assist Halleck; while in commands more or less
important were J\IeClernand, Palmer, Oglesby, Hnrlbut, John A. Logan, and
Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll, Illinoisians all.
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TUE 31ST OlllO YOLUN'TEERS BUILDING BREASTWORKS BEFORE CORINTH IN �IAY, 18G2.
J,'RO�I A LITIJOGJtAPIJ.

Halleck, before advancing, reorganized bis army. Having little faith in
Grnut, be nssigned him to the merely honorary position of second in command
of the forces-a position analogous to and as unimportant as that of Vice
President. George H. Thomas was transferred with bis division from
Euell's army to Grant's-the Army of the Tennessee-and put in command
of that nl'lny, which formed the right wing of the forces. _Buell with the
Army of the Ohio occupied the center, and Pope with the Army of the
l\'Iississippi the left.
l\[oving cautiously, and intrenching every time that he halted, Halleck by
the middle of l\lay approached within four miles of Corinth, some twenty
miles from the Tennessee. He then seized and fortified a line extending from
the Mobile and Ohio railrnad on the north-west to and beyond Farmington
ou the sonth-east-some five miles or more in length-and began to mount
his heavy siege guns. By the 25th of May be was almost ready to open with
these upon the Confederates, some of whose intrenchments were hardly a
thousand ynrds in his front.
Halleck's force now amounted to more than 110,000 fighting men. Beaure
gard's army had long ago reached its maximnm, and was fast wasting away
with disease. Of the 80,000 officers and men who were at Corinth, 18,000
wore in the hospitals, and of the rest there "·ere very few whose health was
not affected by the pestilential air and unwholesome water of that swarup
snrrounded village. Of those that were fit for duty, 5000 were on detached
service and 4000 were on extra duty. There were "present for duty" 53,000
officers and men. One-third of them belonged to the Army of the West, and
two-thirds to the Army of the Mississippi. The latter was commanded by
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Bragg and the former by Van Doru. Polk, Hardee, and Breckinridge com
manded corps in the Anny of the l\Iississippi.
On the 25th of l\Iay General Beauregard called his subordinate command
ers together-namely, Bragg, Van Dorn, Polk, Hardee, Breckinridge, and
Price!-to discuss the propriety of evacuating Corinth. The matter was
fully debated, particularly by General Hardee, who urged, with great good
sense, that Corinth should be forthwith abandoned and the army ·withdrawn
southward along· the line of the Mobile and Ohio railroad. The necessity for
this com·se had indeed become apparent to every one, and Beauregard issnecl
the appropriate orders the same night.
It was none too soon, for Halleck would be ready within two or three days
to open with shot and shell from his grnat guns, and to attack the weak
defenses of the Confederates with an overwhelming force. He was also
extending his line so as to flank Beauregard on the south and west, and to
cut the railroad behind the Confederates.
The evacuation was conducted with the utmost secrecy. The troops were
ordered to the front with three days' cooked rations in their haversacks,
and told that they were about to attack the enemy. The sick were then sent.
to the rear, and all military stores and supplies were removed by the railways
which wore still at Beauregard's service. That the army was about to retreat.
was known to very few of its officers till the 29th. Dm·ing that night there
was a great running of cars, and the Confederates were ordered to cheer
whenever a train arrived, so as to delude Halleck into believing that they
were being reenforcecl. Before daybreak of the 30th all of Beam·egard's
forces except his cavalry had been withdrawn from Corinth.
Halleck had been completely deceived. Pope telegraphed him a few lines
before dayhreak (May 30th): "The enemy are reenforcing heavily in my front
and on my left. The cars are running constantly, and the cheering is im
mense every time that they unload in front of me. I have no doubt that I
shall be attacked in heavy force at daylight." Halleck thereupon ordered
Grant to hold the reserve, and Buell the center, in readiness to reenforce
Pope. It was not until 5 o'clock in the morning that any one, except some
war correspondents,� even suspected that the Confederates were retreating,
and it was nearly 7 ,vhen the first Union troops entered the town and
learned that Beauregard had certainly escaped. His army was then safe
behind the rruscurnbia .
.j. It may be of interest to mention that General
Price regarclerl Beauregard as the fittest of these
officers for a great commantl.-T. L. S.
Ji General Pope's dispatch here quoted is dated
May 30th, 1: �O A. M. At G A. 111. he reported "a
succession of loll(l explosions," aclding that "every
thing imlieatcs evacuation ancl retreat." At 3 A. 111.
Brigaclier-OP1wral William Neli-011 had reported:
"The prisoner who accompanies this states that
the enemy have gone, and the town to me ap
pears to he on fire.'' General Grant mentions in
his" ::'.IIemoirs," Vol. I, p. 370, that, "probabl; on
the 28th of l\Iay, General John A. Logan . .

said to me that the enemy had been evacuating
for several days, and that, if allowed, he could go
into Corinth with his brigade. Trains of cars were
heard corning into and going out of Corinth con
stantly. Some of the men who had heen e11g11ged
in various capacities on railroacls before the war,
claimed that they could tell by pntting their ears to
the rail, not only which way the trains were mov
ing, bnt which trains were loaded and which were
empty. They said loaded trains had been going
out for several days and empty ones coming in.·
Subsequent events proved the correctness of their
jmlgment.''-EDITORS.
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.�GE:SERAL POPE'S E:SC.UIP::IIE:ST BEFORE CORD'TH I:S :IIAY,

1862.

The camps, beginning at the left, are those of the 8th "'iseonsin, 27th Illinois, 10th ::-.Iiehigan, 14th J'.Iichia-an,
42<.I Illinois, 16th Illinois, 27th Ohio, 51st Illinois, 22d Illinois, and 39th Ohio. In tbe miclcl!<: distance, o;
the right, are seen Captain Williams's siege guns. The flag marks General Pope's headquarters.

Pope's forces went in pursuit. Before night (:�Jay 30th) he reported that
he had captured hundreds of barrels of beef, seYeral hundred wagons, and
seven thousand stand of arms, which Price and Van Dorn, in their haste to
get away, had abandoned. Two days later (June 1st) he reported that Colonel
Elliott, with a brigade of caYalry (one regiment of which was commanded
by Sheridan), had, among other things done at and near Booneville on the
30th of l\Iay, destroyed 10,000 stand of small arms, 3 pieces of artillery,
a great quantity of clothing and ammunition, and had paroled 2000 pris
oners, who could not keep up with his cavalry; and 011 the 3d of June he
reported "the woods for miles are full of stragglers from the enemy, who
are coming in in squads. Not less than ten thousand men are thus scattered
about, who will come in within a day or two."
The next clay (June 4th) Halleck telegraphed to Washington:
" General Pope with 40,000 men is 30 miles south of Corinth, pushing the enemy hard. He
aheady reports 10,000 prisoners and deserters from the enemy, and 15,000 stand of arms capt
ured. . . . A farmer says that when Beauregard learned that Colonel Elliott had cut the
raih·oad on his line of reh-eat he became frantic, and told his men to save themselves the best
they could."'\

At that very time (June 4th) Pope himself was within 4 miles of Halleck's
headquarters; Beauregard with his entire army "as still within 27 miles of
Corinth, and nobody was pushing him. He had already been there seYeral
clays, and he remained there three or four days longer. Price and ·yan Dorn
had uot abandoned any wagons, nor had they abandoned any arms. Colonel
Elliott had destroyed about 2000 muskets at BooneYille, and had found about
'\ General Pope afterward denied having made
any such report, and complained that General
Halleck's dispatch had done him injustice. See
his coITespondence with General Halleck, July
3d-5th, 1865, in the "Official Records," Vol. X..
Pt. II., pp. G35-G37. See also General Halleck's

telegram to the Secretary of ,var, July 3d, 186�,
claiming that he had "telegraphed the exact
language of General Pope" C-' Official Records,''
Vol. X., Pt. I., p. G71 ). No dispatch from General
Pope containing this "exact language" appears in
the "Official Records."-EDIT0RS.
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2000 sick men there and several hundred stragglers. But he did not carry off
a single prisoner, nor did he parole one.
BeauTegard, far from being frantic with alarm and despair, assumed such a
threatening attitude on the 4th that Halleck, at Pope's request, ordered Buell
to the front b�· forced marches, with twenty thousand men to reenforce him.
Reaching Boone-ville the next clay, Buell assumed command of the combined
force, amounting to about sixty thousand men, and on the 8th ordered a
reconnaissance in force to be made the next morning, in order to ascertain
the strength and position of the enemy.
Beauregard was already on his way to Tupelo, 25 miles farther south, and
52 miles from Corinth. Pope fired a parting shot at him by telegraphing to
Halleck:
'· They have lost by desertion of the Tennessee, Kentucky and Arkansas regiments near
20.000 men, since they left Corinth. All the regiments yet left from these States passed clown
closely guarded on both sides by ::\Iississippi and Alabama troops.'�

The "Official Records·, show that Beam·egard lost less than -!000 on the
retreat from Corinth, and many of these came in after a few clays. The
Army of the \Vest, and notably Price's diYision, mustered more men" present
for duty" the day after it reached Tupelo than when it began its retreat
from Corinth.
By the series of operations which Halleck had directed since he assumed
command at St. Louis in November, 1861, the Confederates had now been
ch-iYen out of ::Missouri, north Arkansas, Kentucky, and all of western arrcl
miclclie Tennessee, and had lost every city and stronghold on the l\Iissis
sippi except Yicksburg. Ko wonder that the GoYernment was so well pleased
,Yith him that on the 8th of June, 1862, it extended his command oYer the
whole of Kentucky and Tennessee, so that he might haYe abundant means to
conduct the new campaign upon which he had determined, with Chattanooga
as its first objedive.
He began straightway to prepare for it by sending Buell's army back into
midclie Tennessee, and by making such disposition of his forces in western
Tennessee as ,Yonld assure the safety of that part of his command and of the
country west of the l\Iississippi. In the midst of these preparations the
President, whose confidence in l\IcClellan had been greatly shaken by the
latter's reYerses before Richmond, appointed Halleck (.July 11th) general-in
chief, and ordered him to repair forthwith to ,Yashington. Halleck, before
leaving, pnt Grant in command of all the troops west of the Tennessee,
including those at Columbus and Cairo; ordering him, howeYer, to send
Hovey's dfrision to Helena to reenforce Curtis, and Thomas into middle
Tennessee to rejoin Buell.
..As soon as Beauregard, whose health had been seriously impaired, was
satisfied that Halleck did not intend to attack him at Tupelo, he turned oyer
the command of his arm�· temporarily to Bragg (June 17th) and ,rnnt to
Mobile. "When the President learned this fact he relieved Beauregard, and
assigned Bragg to the command of the Department.
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While Halleck at Corinth and Bragg at Tupelo were engaged in the con
genial business of reorganizing and disciplining their armies, a cavalry
engagement took place near Booneville which, though only an affair of out
posts, is worth relating, because it brought into conspicuous notice a young
officer of rare merit and singular good fortune-Philip H. Sheridan. At the
beginning of 1862 he was still hut a captain of infantry, on duty as quarter
master and commissary of the army with which Curtis ·was marching against
Price in l\fissom·i. He had come to Corinth with Halleck, and was still doing
duty there as quartermaster when, on the 25th of :May, he was made rolonel
of the 2d �lichigan Cavalry. Within forty-eight hours be "·ent with Elliott on
what Pope says was "the first cavalry raid of the war," and participated in
the attack upon Booneville (l\Iay 30th). He was now fairly started in his
new career. On the 1st of July he was in command of a brigade consisting
of two cavalry regiments, and had just established his headquarters at
Booneville.
Bragg, who was sending a division of infantry to Ripley, �Iiss., had ordered
Chalmers (June 30th) to take some 1200 or 1500 caYalry, and to cover the
moYement of this infantry by making a feint upon Rienzi. In executing
this order Chalmers encountered Sheridan (July 1st), and a stubborn engage
ment took place. It lasted from 8: 30 in the morning till late in the afternoon,
when, Sheridan having been reeuforced by infantry and artillery, Chalmers
retired.
Rosecrans (who, in June, upon Pope's transfer to the East, had succeeded
him in the command of the Army of the l\Iississippi, to which Sheridan's
brigade belonged) issued an order declaring that "the coolness, determina
tion, and fearless gallantry displayed by Colonel Sheridan and the officers
aud men of his command in this action cleser1,;ed the thanks and admiration
of the army," and telegraphed Halleck : "::iilore cavalry massed under such
an officer would be of great use to us. Sheridan ought to be made a brig
adier. He would not be a stampeding general." Halleck at once asked the
President to promote him "for gallant conduct in battle"; and soon after
ward Generals Rosecrans, J. 0. SulliYan, Gordon Granger, Elliott, and Asboth
telegraphed to Halleck (then in ,Vashington): "The undersigned respect
fully beg that yon will obtain the promotion of Sheridan. He is worth
his weight in _qold." He was eventually promoted to the rank of brigadier
genern1, his commission elating from this fight with Chalmers on July 1st.
When the army had got into camp at Tupelo, and it was apparent that
hostilities would not be resumed immediately, General Price went to Rich
mond in order to persuade the President to send him and the l\Iissonrians
back to the trans-l\Iississippi. Beauregard, Bragg, and Van Dorn all advised
that this be done; and Van Dorn, who was still in nominal command. of the
country west of the �lississippi, generously urged the President to assign
General Price to that command, saying, in a private letter to l\Ir. DaYis, that
as "the love of the people of l\Iissouri was so strong for General Price, and
his prestige as a commander so great there, wisdom would seem to dictate
that he be put at the head of affairs in the West."
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All along the route to Richmond crowds testified their great admiration for
Price. At Richmond, the capital of his native State, he was feted and honored,
even in the midst of the great anxiet? whic-h was felt in the dangerous pres
ence of l\IcClellan's great army within sight of the capital. The General
Assembly gaYe him a formal reception, and the people manifested for him
their respect and affection.
Not so the President. He received the general courteously, but he had
been strongly prejudiced against him; he had little confidence in any soldier
who hacl 11ot been educated at ,Vest Point, and he had been told again and
again, by those who did not know the difference between a drill-sergeant and
a general, that Price was not a disciplinarian, ancl that his army was a mere
mob. I do not blame l\Ir. Davis for believing it, for some of the men who
told these things were men of high degree,-generals, eongressmen, states
men, and many of them, I nm sony to have to add, l\Iissourians.
President Drwis asked Price to express his opinions and wishes in ,VJ.·iting.
This the general did, as he did everything, plainl)', sensibly, and modestly,
asking for himself nothing but pennission to return with l1is l\Iissourians to
Arkansas, there to rally around these veterans an army with which to gain
possession of their °'n1 State.
This letter was submitted to the President, who, after a few days, sent for
the general. The details of this final interview, at which the Secretary of
War and myself were also present, are deeply impressed upon my memory.
After discussing the matter aw·hile, the President said that he had determined
not to let the general and the l\Iissourians return to the trans-Mississippi.
" Well, l\fr. President," said General Price, witl1 the utmost respect and
com-tesy of manner, " \Vell, l\Ir. President, if yon will not let me serve !JOII, I
will nevertheless serve my ro11ntry. You cannot preveut me from doing that.
I will send you my resignation, and go back to l\Iissonri and raise another
army there without yonr assistance, and fight again under the flag of l\Iissonri,
and win new victories for the South in spite of the Government."
No olle who ever encountered ,Jefferson Davis ill authority, especially "·hen
he was President, can over forget the measured articulation with which ho
gave force to words addressed to one who presumed to oppose his wishes or
to refuse ohedienee to his will. And now he had been defied in the very
Executive Chamber of the Confederacy by a wild ,Vestern chieftain, whom
he had himself raised from insignificance as a major-general of the l\Iissouri
militia to the height of major-general ill the provisional army of the Confed
ernte States. His eye flashed with anger as he glanePd to the general's
flushed face, and his tone "·as contemptuous, as he replied with measured
slowness: ''Your resignation "·ill be promptly accepted, General; and if yon
do go baek to l\Iissonri and raise another army, nud win victories for the
Sonth, or clo it any service at all, no one will be more pleased than myself,
or," after a pause which was intended to emphasize, and did emphasize, the
words that followed, "more s1uprised."
"Then I "·ill surprise yon, sir," said the general, bringing his clenched fist
down upon the talJle with a violence which set the inkstands and everything
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upon it a-dancing; and out he went, indignant and furious, to return to his
hotel and forward bis resignation. rrhe next day Price was informed that the
President, instead of accepting his resiguation, would instruct Bragg to send
the Missourians to the traus-1\Iississippi as soon as it could safely be clone.
Leaving Richmond while the Seven Days' battles were still being fought
within sight of the capital, General Price arrived at Tupelo on the 2d of July.
On reporting to Bragg, the latter told him that he could not spare him or the
Missouri troops just then, but would give him command of the Army of the
West, since Van Dorn had been sent hy order of the President to relieve
Lovell in the commaud at Vicksburg, then threatened by Farragut's fleet.
Halleck, as bas been said, began to move his army toward Chattanooga
immediately after occupying Corinth. One of his last acts, before laying
down his Western command in order to assume the positiou of general-in
chief, was to order Grant to send Thoma 's clivision eastward to Buell. This
was done in obedience to the wishes of President Lincoln, who telegraphed
him on the 30th of June not to do anything which would force him " to give
up, or weaken, or delay the expedition against Chattanooga. To take and
bokl the railroad at or east of Cleveland, in east 'l1ennessee, is, I think, fully
as important as the taking and holding of Richmond."
The Confederate Government also recognized the vital importance of Chat
tanooga and reorganized its ,Vestern commands accordingly. The country
west of the Mississippi was erected into a separate military department,
and Bragg was assigned to the command of all the country lying between
the l\fississippi and Virginia. This was done on the 18th of July, and Bragg
at once determined to transfer the bnlk of bis forces to Chattanooga, and,
assuming the offensive before Buell was ready to oppose him, to push boldly
through Tennessee into Kentucky, and call upon the people of those States
to rise and help him to chiYe the enemy beyond the Ohio.
To this encl he made his dispositions. Van Dorn was assigned to the
command of the District of the i\Iississippi lying along the ea tern bank of
that river, and ordered to defend Vicksburg, to keep open comnnmication
with the trans-l\1ississippi, and at the same time to prevent the Union armies
from occupying the north-eastern part of the State of l\iississippi. Forney
was left in command of the district of the Gulf. Price was placed in com
mand of the District of the Tennessee, with orders to hold the line of the
l\Iobile and Ohio railroad, and, above all, to watch Grant and prevent him
from sending reenforcements to Buell in middle Tennessee. Kirby Smith
was directed to get ready to move from Knoxville, and Humphrey Marshall
out of Western Virginia into Kentncky. Polk was "Second in command of
the forces"; Hardee was put in immediate command of the Army of the
Mississippi, now thoroughly reorganized. On Jnly 21st this army started for
Chattanooga, the infantry being sent by rail via l\Iobile. To cover the move
ment, Bragg sent Wheeler with his cavalry on a raid into west Tennessee.*

*

The Confederate cavalry brigade, at this time
commanded by Colonel Joseph Wbeeler, consisted
at first of parts of the 1st Alabama and 1st Ken-

tucky regiments; afterward of the 3d Georgia,
1st Kentucky, and th Texas regiments and 9th
Tennessee battalion.-EDITORS.
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Price was left with the Anny of the "\Vest at Tupelo. At the time when
Price assumed comwand of this army it consisted of two divisions of infantry,
a light battery for each brigade, and a small force of cavalry. One division
was commanded by Brigadier-General Henry Little, and the other by Briga
dier-General Dabney H. l\Ianry. The strength of the two was about 15,000
officers and men, bnt of these nearly 4000 were sick or on extra duty; there
were, therefore, about 11,000 "present for duty."
As the cavalry of the Army of the ""\Vest had been dismounted in Arkansas
when about to be moved to Corinth, Price's mounted force consisted of only
a few fractional regiments and independent companies, which, all together,
could not nrnster one thousand men for dnty. One of his first cares was to
organize this force efficiently. The difficulty of the task was increased by the
fact that the men were scattered in all directions on picket dnty; and, more
over, they had never been accustomed to act together. "\Vith the consent of
Bragg he assigned Frank C. Armstrong, who had lately b('en elected colonel
of the :-M Louisiana infantry (one of the best regiments iu the service), to the
command of the cavalry, with the provisional rank of brigadier-genera]; and
Armstroug quickly brought it to a high state of discipline and efficiency.
On leaving rrnpelo, Bragg ordered other troops within the district to report
to Price, whose " effective" force was thus raised to about fifteen thonsam1.
Hardee left Tupelo on the �9th of Jnly, and during the next week all of the
Army of the l\Iississippi was on its way to Chattanooga. Price at once began
to get ready to move toward Corinth, in order, by threatening that place, to
keep Grant from reenforcing Bue11. As, however, he knew that he would
have to encounter a force of at least thirty thousand men, he did not dare to
make any serious advance without the cooperation of Van Dorn, to whom he
therefore wrote, on the 31st of July (sending the letter by Dr. Blackburn, one
of his volunteer aides, since Governor of Kentucky), that he would himself be
ready within a few days to move against Grant with fifteen thousand effect
ives, and won1d g1adly place himself and them under his command if he
would, with his mYn available force, cooperate in the proposed movement.
Unfortunately Van Dorn at Vicksburg did not have any nvailable force at
that time, or for many weeks afterward. "\Vith the assistance of the gun-boat
Arkansas he had demonstratecl to Farragnt the impracticability of taking
Vicksburg without the cooperation of a large land force, and had caused him
to return to New Orleans with his fleet, and Davis's and Ellet's to retire up
the river, and on Jnly �7th, the very day on which Farragut withdrew, he
ordered Breckinridge to proceed at once to Baton Ronge with five thousand
picked men and occupy that p1ace.) A series of misadventures had followed
that expedition, and Van Dorn, far from being· ahle to cooperate with Price
in a forward movement, was himself in great want of reenforcements for
Breckinridge, and implored Price to send that officer a brigade.
Now it had so happened that when General Hardee was leaving Tupelo on
the �9th of July he sent for me (I being at that time chief of staff of the Dis
trict of the Tennessee), and said that he had just learned of Van Dorn's expeJ Por accounts of operations about Vicksburg see Vol. III. of this work.-EDITORS.
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dition against Batou Ronge; that he feared that it would lead Van Dorn into
other adventures which wonlcl oYertask his strength, and that Van Dorn
would then call on General Price to help him. "Now," said he, ""heu this
happens, as it sm·ely will, I "ant yon to say to General Price, for me, that the
success of General Bragg's movement into Tennessee and Kentucky depends
greatly upon his (Price's) ability to keep Grant from reenforcing Buell, and
consequently that General Bragg would sternly disapprove the sending of any
reeuforcements whatever to Van Dorn. Say to Geueral Price thn,t I know
that General Bragg expects him to keep his men well in hand, and ready to
move northward at a moment's notice."
Simultaneously with Van Dorn's request for reenforcernents came a tele
gram from Bragg (August �cl) saying that Grant had been reenforcing Bnell,
and that "the road was open for him (Price) into west Tennessee." Price
therefore replied to Van Doru that in Yiew of Bragg's telegram, and consider
ing the very importaut relations which the Army of the West bore to that in
east Tennessee, he could not send any of his troops to Breckil!-ridge, but
must concentrate them for a forward movement.
"The enemy [said he] is still transfelTing his troops from Corinth and its vicinity eastward.
He will, by the end of this week, have reduced the force to its minimum. Wc should be quick to
take advantage of this, for he will soon begin to get in reenforcements under the late call for
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Every consideration makes it important that I shall move forward without
volunteers.
a day's unnecessary delay. I earnestly desire yom· cooperation in such a movement, and will,
as I have before said, gladly place my army and myself under your command in that con
tingency."

Bragg, to whom Price forwarded a copy of this correspondence, warmly
approved Price's conduct, and ordered Van Dorn (August 11th) to cooperate
with Price. Price meanwhile went vigorously to work to get ready for active
operations. An efficient officer, who had been sent to Richmond for funds,
came back with enough to pay off the troops and to purchase an abun
dance of supplies of every kind. Transportation was collected, more than
enough, and the roads in onr front were all put in order. Three active
and intelligent officers who had been sent to Richmond for the purpose,
bronght back with them improved arms sufficient to supply the wants of the.
troops in camp, and also to arm five thousand exchanged prisoners whom
Bragg had ordered to Price, but whom Van Dorn, with l\ir. Davis's consent,
intercepted on the way.
On the 4th of September Price telegraphed to Van Dorn: "I state for
yorn· information that I can put in the field an effective total of 13,000
infantry, 3000 cavalry, and 800 artillerymen; that they are supplied with
transportation and ammunition as prescribed in General Bragg's last general
orders; that subsistence has been provided to October 1st; that the com
missary trains will transport seven days' provisions; and that I will have
arms for all my troops, including those exchanged prisoners that Bragg has
ordered sent to nm."
Not only ·were these men well armed and equipped, well feel, well clothed, and
well provided with everything that an army in the field needed, but they were
thoroughly organized, drilled, and disciplined. Jnly 24th, just before leaving
Tnpelo, Bragg reviewed them for the first time. ,Vhen Price's old division,
to the command of which Little had succeeded, had passed in review, and
Little was about to resume his place at its bead, Bragg turned to Little
and said: "You had the reputation of having one of the finest companies in
the old army. General, this is certainly as fine a division as I have ever
seen." And it ·was. t But however brave and well-disciplined his men,
Price did not dare to throw them against the fortifications of Corinth,
defended by twice their own number commanded by Grant and Rosecrans.
All that he conld do was to send Armstrong with his cavab·y into w�st
Tennessee to harass Grant, and bring back such information as he could get.
.t iVhat manner of men they were that consti- chaplain of Erwin's battalion was on his way to
tnted it no one who has not sh ared their fortunes,
their hardships, and their dangers in camp, on the
march, and upon the field of battle, can ever know.
'rhere lie before me now two :vellowi.ng bits of
coarse paper which throw some light upon their
_
hnmamty. While at Richmornl during the Seven
Days' battles around that city, the general and
th0se of us that were with him had seen the long
files of wounded that came or were brought day
by tlay to the crowded hospitals. Naturally, when
we got back to the army we spoke of these thiIJO"s
to the men. Within less than forty-eight hours the
0

Richmond with $�350, which the officers and men
of that battalion were sending to the relief of the
wounded of Lee's army. A day or two afterward
Colonel Gates, of the 1st l\lissouri Cavalry, sent a
similar contribution. These men, it mnst be re
membered, barl been away from their homes for
almost a year, serving much the greater part ot
that time without pay, and clothing themseh·es
besides. Nor was this money depreciated cur
rency, but it was just as good as any United States
Treasury notes. Other regiments did likewise, but
tbe record of their humanity bas been lost.-T. L. S.

WITH PRICE EAST OF THE MISSISSIPPI.

DWELLINGS IX IUKA,

FRO)! PHOTOGRAPHS TJ.KEX IX 1884.

1. General George II. Thomas's headquarters. 2. Female seminary, used as a hospital. 3. General Price's
headquarters. 4. Iuka S11rings. 5. l\Iethodist Church, used as a hoRpital. 6. General
Rosecrans's headquarters. 7. General Grant's headquarters.

Taking 1600 men, Armstrong reached Holly Springs on the �6th of August, and
having been reeuforced there by 1100 men under Jackson, struck for Bolivar,
Tennessee. There he encountered and defeated a force under Colonel Leg
gett, who, in bis report of this affair, says that after fighting for seven hours
with "less than 900" be "drove from the field over 6000." Armstrong then
crossed the Hatchie and cut the railroad between Bolivar and Jackson. He
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then turned back to Tupelo. On the way ho met a force under Colonel
Dennis, whose brigade commander, General L. F. Ross, reported that with
800 men he met Armstrong, 6000 strong, and won "the most brilliant victory
of the war"; that he himself lost only 5 men, but that "Armstrong left 179
dead npon the field." This is his official report; but the fact is that during
the whole expedition Armstrong lost only one hundred and fifteen men killed,
wonnclecl, and missing.
Van Dorn, having bronght Breckinridge and most of his men hack to
Jackson, }\liss., announced, on the :24th of August, that he was ready to
cooperate ,rith General Price in an aggressive campaign. He proposed to
rnove through western Tennessee into Kentucky, and thence to Padncah
and "wherever circnmstances rnight dictate." But he was not ready to
move, and there was no possibility that he could get ready for two weeks
to come.
On the 1st of September Bragg telegraphed Price that Buell was in full
retreat npon Nashville, and that he mnst watch Rosecrans and prevent their
junction; or, if he should escape, follow him closely. Price consequently told
Van Dorn that he could wait for hirn no longer, but must move in three days.
Van Dorn replied that he would be ready to move from Holly Springs on the
l:2th, but wanted men, arms, and wagons. Upon Price's refusal to give them
he asked the President to order Price to do it, and also to give him command of
Price and his army. After some hesitation, the President, without consulting
General Bragg, or knowing the special instructions ,Yhich Bragg had given to
Van Dorn and Prico, ordered Van Dorn by telegraph (September 11th) to
assume command of both armies, and thereby unknowingly struck Bragg a
heavier blow than any
which he had yet re
0 R D
ceived from the enemy.
•'
,,._,, ••o,
Price, not knowing
'C//�
what had been clone,
was on the march to
Iuka, intending to move
thence into mitlc1le Ten
nessee, if, on reaching
that place, he should
<
:
�
find that Rosecrans had
[
�
�
gone to Nashville, as
:1
Bragg belien•d. His
.,og,:ct¥ti�. b·
cavalry nuder Arm
l!?h�1"G.i'C-.:
strong entered the town
on the 13th, lmt with
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drew when tho enemy
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Price entered Iuka the next morning (September 14th), and quietly took
possession,-the Union garrison retiring without offering any resistance, and
abandoning a large amount of supplies which added greatly to the happiness
of the Confederates.
Price learned as soon as he got into Iuka that though Rosecrans had sent
three divisions of his army [E. A. Paine's, Jeff. C. Davis's, and Gordon
Granger's] to Buell, he was himself still
west of Iuka with two clivisions. After
some hesitation he felt that it was his
duty not to go to Nashville, but to look
after Rosecrans and what was left of his
army; accordingly he telegraphed Van
Dorn that as Rosecrans had gone to
Corinth he would turn back and co
operate with Van Dorn in an attack
upon that place. Hardly had he done
this when Price received a telegram
from Bragg urging him to hasten to
Nashville. [See map, p. 70�.]
This is what Price ought to have done.
It is what Halleck, Grant, and Rosecrans
feared that he would do. Rosecrans tel
egraphed Grant that he "had better
watch the Old Woodpecker" (alluding BRIGADlER-GEXERs\L HEXRY LITTLE, C. s. A., KILLED
AT IUKA.
FRO)I A Pl!OTOGRAPH.
to that bird's skill in deceiving its
enemies), "or he would get away from them." Halleck telegraphed (Sep
tember 17th): "Do everything in your power to prevent Price from crossing
the Tennessee River. A junction of Price and Bragg in Tennessee would
be most disastrous. The:v should be fought while separate." Grant replied
that he ",,oulc1 do everything iu his power to prevent such a catastrophe,"
and began at once to concentrate his forces against Price. Ord was pushed
forward to Burnsville, where Grant established his own headquarters, and
Rosecrans was ordered to concentrate his two divisions at Jaciuto, and to
move thence upon Iuka, in order to flank Price and cnt off his retreat.
Hurllmt, who was at Bolivar, was at the same time orderod to make a strong
demonstration toward Grand Junction, near which place Van Dorn had at last
arrived with about 10, 000 effectives. In order to deceive Van Dorn, and to
keer> him from helping Price by an attack upon Corinth, Hurlbut was told
to make a great fuss, and to let it leak out that he ,,as expecting heavy
reenforcements from Columbus, and that as soon as they came, he, Sherman
and Steele were going to make a dash for Grenada and the Yazoo country. t
On the 18th of September, Onl wi.th about 6500 men "-as advaneed to
within 6 miles of Inka and directed to be ready to attack the next morning;
� Ou the 19th of September, lSG:::?, General
Grant telegraphed to General Halleck that before leaving Corinth he had sent instructions
to General Hurlbut as indicated in the text.

l\Ieanwhile General Grant had received General
Halleck's orders of September 18th to make the
Yery moYement up the Yazoo that Hurlbut had
been told to feign.-EDITORS.
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but Grant, having learned that Rosecrans could not reach Iuka till the after
noon, instructed Orel not to attack till he heard Rosecrans's guns.
There was yet fone for Price to obey Bragg's order and hurry to Nashville.
Once across the (lefiles of Bear Creek, he would have been safe from pursuit,
for Grant would hardly have ventured to lay open west Tennessee to the
advance of Van Dorn, who was now waiting for an opportunity to enter it.
Price was still nncleciclecl what to do in view of this latest order from Bragg,
when, during the night of the 18th, one of Van Dorn's staff arrived, bringing
the intelligence that Van Dorn had been directed by the President to take
command of Price and the Army of the ,Vest. This staff-officel' was also
authorized to concert with General Price the movements by which the junction
of the two armies should be effected.
This settled the matter. Orders were
issued to load the wagons and get the
troops ready to move the next morn
ing at daybreak toward Baldwyn, on
the l\lobile and Ohio railroad.
While preparations for this move
ment were being made, Price learned
about 2 P. l\I. (September 19th) that his
piekets on the Jacinto road had been
driYen in, and that Rosecrans was ad
vancing on that road in force. All of
Price's infantry and artillery was at
that time in front of Orel, from which
direction Price expected to be at
tacked.
\'
Little was hastily ordere.d to seud
Hebert's brigade to the left, toward
Rosecrans. It came fo1·ward on the
�1AJ<>H-aE:-1E1(AL l'. s. 11A,11LT0N.
rno,i A I'lluToGitAI'II.
instant, Price himself taking it to the
front. Hamilton's diYision of Rosecrans's corps was by this time ·within
a mile and a half of the center of the town. Seeing that he was greatly
outuumbered, Price ordered Little to send up another brigade, and l\lartin's
was quickly on the ground. The fight had already begun and was being
waged with great severity. Price now ordered Little to bring up the rest
of his division. After starting the men forward, Little himself galloped to
the front and joined General Price in the thickest of the fight. ,"\7hile they
were eonsnlting, a minie-hall, crashing through Little's forehead, killed him
instantly.
Hamilton was already giving way. Price pushed him the more vigorously,
and, capturing 9 of his guns, drove him back about 600 yards. Hamilton
was now reenforced by Stanley's division. About the same time the rest of
Little's division reached the field,-too late, however, to take pa1·t in the battle,
for it was already dark. The Confederate division bivouacked upon the
ground from which Hamilton had been driven.
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General Price returned sorrowfully to town, for he had lost his most
trusted lientenant,-the very best division commander I have ever known,
Henry Little. He, nevertheless, resolved to renew the battle at daylight, aud
was confident of victory. l\Ianry was ordered to move his division to the
front of Rosecrans, and Armstrong and ,Yirt Adams were directed to occupy
with the cavalry the positions in frout of Orel, so as to cover the movement
of onr troops from that front to the front of Rosecrans, and also to binder
the advance of the Federals upon our right. General Price then went to the
house of a friend, instead of to his own quarters, and told me not to let him
be disturbed till an horn· before day.
After burying Little by torchlight, I rehuned to headquarters, lletermined
to remain awake all night. Some time after midnight Hebert, "Tho bad suc
ceeded to the command of Little's division, came in and said that his brigade
was so badly cut up and was so much disheartened by the death of Little
that he was apprehensive of the morrow. ,Yhile he was still there, 1\Ianry
came in and said that he was convinced that Grant would attack ns in over
whelming force in the morning, brush onr can1lry out of his way, destroy
our trains, and assail us in rear. ,Yirt Adams, who came in next, sustained
1\Ianry's views, and all of them iusisted upon seeing Geueral Price. I was
still hesitating "hat to do when one of Yan Dorn's staff arrived vl'"i.th impor
tant dispatches from Van Dorn, and asked to see the genernl. I hesitated no
longer, but took them to bis lodgings. It was nearly dawn, aucl he thought
I bad come to call him to battle. Great ·was his disappointment when he
ascertai1iecl the true cause of our coming. He tried to convince his generals
that their apprelrnnsions were grounllless, and that a victory was in their
grasp, but they would not be convinced. Unwilling to give battle when all
of his chief officers were so averse to it, he reluctantly directed them to carry
out the orders which had been issued the preceding morning for the 'IYith
drawal of the army to Baldwyn. The trains had already been loaded and
were ready to leave. They were put in motion instantly, and toward snnrise
tho troops followed. Every wagon, all the valuable captured stores, and all
the sick and 'IY01111Clecl that were fit to be moved, "ere brought away safely.
l\Iaury's division left the tmvn about 8 A. ir., and Armstrong brought up the
rear with the cavalry.
Between Bm·nsYille, where Grant was on the 19th, and the battle-field of
that day, there lay a densely wooded country, much of it an impassable swamp,
and it was only by making a long circuit that Rosecrans conkl communicate
with him. The wiml, too, happened during the battle to be blowing away
from BnrnsYille. It was, therefore, not till half-past 8 o'clock the next morn
ing that Grant knew that a battle had been fought.! Hasteniug to the front,
he directed Ord to push for\\'arcl. Rosecrans had meanwhile entered the
town. Grant sent Hamilton's and Stanley's divisions with some caYalry in
p1u·suit. The cavalry came up with Price's rear-guard in the afternoon, but
i In his "1\Iemoirs" (Vol. I., p. --11'.3), Grant
says: "The win<l was still blowing hard an<l in
the wrong direction to transmit sound toward

either Ord or me. Neither he nor I nor any one in
either co=and heard a gun that was fired on the
battle-fielcl."-EDITORS.
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having been roughly handled and driven back by McCulloch's regiment of
Missom·i cavalry, supported by Colonel Rogers's regiment of Texas sharp
shooters and Bledsoe's battery, the pursuit was abandoned and the Confed
erates reached Baldwyn without further interrnption.
In the battle of Iuka only two brigades of Price's army were engaged,
Hebert's and Adams's brigades of Little's division. They were composed
exclusively of troops from Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, Arkansas, and
Texas, and one l\Iissonri battery. The aggregate strength of both brigades
was 3179 officers and men. Their loss was 86 killed and 408 wounded [ see
also p. 736]. In ach1ition to these, about 200 of the Confederate sick were left
at Iuka and on tho road. Price's loss, therefore, was about 700.
Rosecrans's column, according to his own report, was 9000 strong, but the
brnnt of the battle fell upon two brigades of Hamilton's division. The Union
loss was l!l killed, 613 wounded, and 36 missing; total, 790.
Rosecrans says that Price's loss was 1438; and Hamilton states "boldly,"
to nse his own expression, that he, "with a force of not more than 2800 men,
met and conquered a rebel force of 11,000 on a field chosen by Price."
General Grant, in his report of the battle -written a month afterward, dis
cards these exaggerations of Rosecrans and Hamilton.
THE BATTLE OF IUKA.
BY C. S. HAMILTON, JIIAJOR-GENERAL, U, S. V,

UKA is a little village on the l\Iemphis and
Iabout
Charleston railway, in northern )lississippi,
thirty miles east of Corinth. ln September,

A rapid march from Jacinto (Hamilton's division
leading, Sanborn's brigade in the advance) brought
Rosecrans's column to Barnett's by noon. Hamil
186::?, the Confederate authorities, to prevent reen ton, who had expected to march upon the Fulton
forcements being sent by the Federal commander road from that point, was flll'nished with a guide,
in �Iississippi to Buell in Kentucky, sent General and directed to continue his march on the Tuscum
Sterling Price with his army corps to Iuka. A bia road without further instructions.
About 4 P. M. the guide gave notice that the col
Tegiment of Union troops stationed at Iuka evac
uated the place, leaYing a consitlerable quantity of umn was within about two miles of Iuka. In fact,
army stores, as also quite an amount of cotton. we were on the eve of a battle, and it is well here
The latter was destroyc<l, the former made use of, to note the strength and position of the opposing
and Price settled tlown, apparently at his leisure, forces. On the Union side was Hamilton's division
under the nose of Grant's force, whose headquar of 2 brigades (Sanhom's and Sullivan's) of 5 regi
ters were at Corinth. As soon as definite informa ments and a hattery eaeh. Stanley's division was
tion was had of this position of Price, Grant took following along the same road, but as yet was
immediate steps to beat him up. A combined at some distance in the rear. It also had 2 brigades
tack was planned, by whieh Rosecrans with his of 5 regiments each, but only 3 of these regiments
two divisions (Hamilton's arnl Stanley's) was to reached the field in time to take any part in the
move on Iuka from the south, while Orel, with a conflict.
similar column, was to approach Iuka from the
At the moment the guide gave notice of our
west. This he di,1, taking position within about nearness to Iuka, the whole of the leading division
six miles of the village, where he was to await was halted in the road in exactly the order they
hall heen marching. The head of the column had
Rosecrans's attack.
From Iuka southward ran two parallel roads, just finished ascending a long hill, from the top of
some two miles distant from each other-the most which the ground sloped in undulations toward the
<iastem known as the Fulton road, the western as front. A few hundred yards ahead, in line of bat
the Tuscnml,ia. Grant's plan contemplate,1 an ap tle, the enemy lay concealed in the woo<ls. He
proach on Iuka hr way of the Fulton road, at least bert's brigade of G regiments lay athwart the road
in part, "'ith a view of cutting off the eseape of by which we were approaching; l\fartin's brigade
Price by that road. Rosecrans, however, for rea of 4 regiments had been divided, and 2 of these
sons of his own, <lecidetl on taking the Tuscumbia regiments were throl'rn on the right of the Confed
Toad with his whole force, thus leaving the Fulton erate line arnl 2 on the IP.ft, making 10 regiments
road open.
in line of battle. At the commencement of the
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conflict, the other 2 brigades which had been or
dered up had arrived on the fiehl, making the whole
strength of Little's dfrision, 18 regiments, ready
for action before a gun had been fired.
On the halting of my troops, the battalion of
skirmishers was pushed rapidly forward in the
direction of Iuka. An advance of four hundred
yards brought them in the immediate presence of
the enemy. I was immediately in rear of the skir
mishers, and taking in the situation at a ghtnce
dashed back to the head of the column. If this
should become enveloped by the enemy, a rout was
inevitable, and our force would be doubled back 011
itself. I threw the leading regiment, the 5th Iowa,
across the road, moYing it a short distance to the
right, and ordered up the nearest battery, which
was placed iu position on the road, and to the left
of the first regiment in position. Colonel Sanborn
was active in bringing up other regiments, and get
ting them into line. Just as the first regiment was
placed, the enemy opened one of bis batteries with
canister. The charge passed o,·er our heads, doing
no damage beyond bringing down a shower of twigs
and leaves. The Confederates were in line ready for
action. Why they tlid not move forward and at
tack us at once is not understood. Their dela:·,
which enabled us to form the nearest three regi
ments in line of battle before the attack began,
was our salvation. An earlier attack would haYe
enveloped the head of the column, aud brought a
disastrous rout.
l\Ieantime not a moment was lost. A second
regiment, and a third, with all the rapidity that
men could exercise, were added to our little line;
and while the Confederates were moving to the
front, we had managed to get a battle line of
three regiments into position. It was then the
storm of battle opened. The opposing infantry
lines were v,ithin elose musketry shot. Om· bat
tery was bandied with energy, and dealt death to
the enemy. The Confederate batteries bad ceased
firing, their line of fire having been covered by the
advance of their infantry. Our own infantry held
their ground nobly against the overwhelming force
moving against them, and we were enabled to add
another regiment to the line of battle. At the first
musketry fire of the enemy, most of the horses of
our battery ,-vere killed, and the pieces could not
be removed from the field. The fight became an
infantry duel. I never saw a hotter or more de
structive engagement. General Price says in bis
official report, "The fight began, and was waged
with a severity I have never seen surpassed."
The regiments of Sanbom's brigade were in the
front line. Sullivan's brigade was dhidecl- a
regiment thl'owu to the right flank, and one to the
left-the remaining two heing placed in rear
of Sanborn's center as a reenforcement. Thu'l
was every regiment of my command doing duty on_
the field. • tanley's division seemed long in com
ing up. The Confederate lines bad mo,·ed for
ward, concentrating their fire on 0lll' little front,

and stretching out their wings to the right and
left, as though we were to be taken in at once.
Our men stood their ground bravely, yiehliug
nothing for a long time; but the pressure began
to grow severe, and I feare<l we might be di·ivcn
from our ground. Thinking General Rosecrans
was in the rear, where be could hurry up the troops
of Stanley's division, I dispatched an aide with the
request that General Rosecrans would come for
war(l far enough to confer with me. All the while
the battle waxed hotter and more furious. The
dead lay in lines a.long the regiments, while some
of Olll' troops ga,·e igns of yielding. I dispatched
another officer, the only one in reach, for General
Rosecrans. Re happene(l to be one of General
Rosecrans's staff, and at my request he starteu to
bear the message to his general. Om· troops, as
yet, had not given way. The battery under Sears
wa.s doing noble service, but had lost nearly half
its men. Sanborn's brigatle was belu by him to
theil' work like Roman veterans, but without help
we could not much longer hold out. I dispatched
my a<ljutant-genel'al, Captain Sa"l'l"yer, and a shol't
time later another aide, Lieutenant "1ieeler, ·with
messages for General Rosecrans, sa;>ing that I con
sidered it imperatiYe be should come fonrnrd to
see me, and should hlllTY for\Yarcl fresh troops. J
Stauley's division had now reached the vicinity
of the battle-field, and General Stanley came
instantly to the front, tlirecting the division to
follow as rapidly as possible. It was time, for om·
line had begun to give way slowly. It had been
formed on the crest of the hill (up ,vhicb we had
come, and which sloped to our rear), and in falling
back ha.cl been arrested just below the brow of
the hill, where it maintained the fight. Other
regiments were yielding ground slowly, bnt were
readily stopped l)y the united exertions of Stanley,
Sanborn, and myself. The falling back of the
troops bad exposed the battery, into which the
Confederates bad entered. A short time later,
however, a desperate rally was made, and they were
driven back from the battery; but returning with
renewer! strength, our troops were again forced
below the brow of the hill. Here three of Stanley's
regiments reacheu the field, and were pushed to
the right of the line, where they made good the
places of troops that bad fallen to the rear. They
fought bravely under Colonels l\lo"l'l"er, Boomer, and
Holman, but the fire was too deaclly, and they in
turn were forced back. It was growing cl ark. The
smoke of battle addecl to the coming night, and it
was soon too dark to clistiuguish the gray from the
blue uniform. The storm of battle gradually lulled
to entire quiet.
Om· troops bivouacked on the slope of the hill.
The Confederates, for several hour·, were occu
pied with bmyiug their dead and removing their
wounded.
A consultation between General Rosecrans and
his divi ion commanders resultecl in a rearrange
ment of the troops early in the night, and e,·ery-

J Rosecrans in his official report says: "About this time
(referring to a time snbseqnent to the capture and recov
ery of Sears's battery] it was deemed prudent to order up

tbe first brigade of Stanley's dinsion." Tbis �howi:; tbat
Stanley bad reached theYieinityofth<> battle-field, ln1t for
some reason no one had ordered him to tbc fl'out.-C. S. H.
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thing was

made ready

for battle in the morning.
the vicinity of the field

The enemy, however,
during the night, leaving the battery which had
been the object of such a sanguinary struggle but
a short distance to the rear, and near their first line
left

of battle.

The Fulton road being open, there was nothing

A

pursuit
a pursuit of a
to little in a country
like that of northern Mississippi, heavily wooded,
to interfere with the enemy's escape.

was made the following day
defeated enemy can amount

— but

MISS.

and with narrow roads, when the enemy has time
enough to get his artillery and trains in front of
his infantry. To make an effective pursuit, it must
be so close on the heels of the battle that trains,
artillery, and troops can be made to blockade the
roads by being mixed in an indiscriminate mass.
On the following day, September 2 1st, our troops
were back in their old encampments at Jacinto.
Just two weeks later, the same divisions and brigades were measured against each other on the
field of Corinth.

THE OPPOSING FORCES AT IUKA,
September
The composition,

losses,

and strengtli

19th, 1862.

each army as here stated give the gist of

of

all the data obtainable in the Official
captured or missing c for captured.

K stands for killed w for wounded m w for mortally wounded m for

Records.

;

;

MISS.

;

;

THE UNION FORCES.
ARMY OF THE

MISSISSIPPI.— Major-General William

second division, Brig.-Gen. David S. Stanley.
First Brigade, Col. John W. Fuller 27th Ohio, Major
Zephaniah S. Spaulding; 39th Ohio, Col. Alfred W. Gilbert 43d Ohio, Col. J. L. Kirby Smith 63d Ohio, Col.
John W. Sprague; M, 1st Mo. Art'y, Capt. Albert M.
Powell; 8th Wis. Battery (section), Lieut. John D.
:

;

;

F, 2d U. S. Art'y, Capt. Thomas D. Maurice.
Brigade loss : w, 8. Second Brigade, Col. Joseph A.
Mower: 26th 111., Major Robert A. Gillmore ; 47th 111.,
Lieut.-Col. William A. Thrush; 11th Mo., Major Andrew
J. Weber; 8th Wis., Lieut.-Col. George W. Bobbins; 2d
Iowa Battery, Capt. Nelson T. Spoor 3d Mich. Battery,
93.
Capt. Alex. W. Dees. Brigade loss k, 8 ; w, 81 ; m, 4
tiiihd division, Brig.-Gen. C. S. Hamilton. Staffloss : w, 2.
Escort : C, 5th Mo. Cav., Capt. Albert Borcherdt (w).

McLean

;

;

=

:

Loss

:

k, 1

;

w,

2

=

3.

Jobn B. Sanborn : 48th Lid., Col.
(w), Lieut.-Col. De Witt C. Rugg ; 5th
Iowa, Col. Charles L. Matthies ; 16th Iowa, Col. Alexander Chambers (w), Lieut.-Col. Add. H. Sanders; 4th
Minn., Capt. Ebenezer Le Gro ; 26th Mo., Col. George B.
Boomer (w) 11th Ohio Battery, Lieut. Cyrus Sears (w).
Brigade loss: k, 127; w, 434; m, 27=588. Second Brigade, Brig.-Gen. Jeremiah C. Sullivan 10th Iowa, Col.
First Brigade, Col.

Norman Eddy

;

:

Nicholas Perczel

;

S.

Rosecrans.

17th Iowa, Col.

John W. Rankin

(in-

jured), Capt. Samson M. Areher(w), Capt. John L.Young;
10th Mo., Col. Samuel A. Holmes; E,24th Mo., Capt. Lafayette M. Rice 80th Ohio, Lieut.-Col. Matthias H. Bartilson
(w), Major Richard Lanning
12th Wis. Battery, Lieut.
Lorenzo D. Immell. Brigade loss k, 5 w, 76; m, 5 =86.
;

;

:

;

cav alky division, Col. John K. Mizner 2d Iowa, Col.
Edward Hatch; B and E, 7th Kans., Capt. Frederick
Swoyer; 3d Mich., Capt. Lyman G. Willcox. Division
:

Unattached: Jenks's Co., 111. Cav., Capt.
9.
Albert Jenks. Loss w, 1.
Total loss of the Union Army killed, 141 ; wounded,
captured or missing, 36
790.
613
GeneralBosecrans says (" Official Records," Vol. XVII.,
Pt. I., p. 74) that " we moved from Jacinto at 5 a. m., with
9000 men, on Price's forces at Iuka. After a march of
with less than
18 miles attacked them at 4 30 p. M.
half our forces in actiou." Meanwhile the command of
General E. O. C. Ord, comprising the divisions of Davies,
Ross, and McArthnr, numbering about 8000 men, was
marching from Corinth direct on Iuka, and was within
four or five miles of the battle-field on the 19th (see map,
p. 730). The entire Union force near Iuka, including
Ord, was about 17,000 men.

loss: w,

:

:

=

;

.

:

.

.

THE CONFEDERATE FORCES.
ARMY OF THE WEST.— Major-General Sterling Price.
first division, Brig.-Gen. Henry Little (k).
First Brigade, Col. Elijah Gates 16th Ark.,
2d
Mo., Col. Francis M. Cockrell 3d Mo., Col. James A.
Pritchard; 5th Mo.,
1st Mo. (dismounted cavalry),
Lieut.-Col. W. D. Maupin Mo. Battery, Capt. William
Wade. Brigade loss w, 10. Second Brigade, Brig.-Gen.
Louis Hebert: 14th Ark.,
17th Ark., Lieut.-Col.
John Griffith 3d La., Lieut.-Col. J. B. Gilmore (w) 40th
Miss., Col. W. Bruce Colbert; 1st Tex. Legion (dis:

;

;

;

:

;

;

mounted

;

John W. Whitfield (w), Lieut.Hawkins 3d Tex. (dismounted cavalry), Col.
H. P. Mabry (w) St. Louis (Mo.) Battery, Capt, William
E. Dawson; Clark (Mo.) Battery, Lieut. J. L. Faris.
cavalry), Col.

Col. E. R.

;

;

Brigade loss k, 63 w, 305 m, 40 = 408. Th ird Brigade,
Brig.-Gen. Martin E. Green 7th Miss. Battalion. Lieut.Col. J. S. Terral; 43d Miss., Col. W. H. Moore; 4th Mo.,
Col. A. MacFarlane 6th Mo., Col. Eugene Erwin 3d Mo.
(dismounted cavalry),
Mo. Battery, Capt. Henry
:

;

;

:

;

;

;

Guibor; Mo. Battery, Capt. John C. Landis. Fourth
Brigade, Col. John D. Martin 37th Ala., Col. James F.
;

Dowdell (w) 36th Miss., Col. W. W. Witherspoon 37th
Miss., Col. Robert McLain 38th Miss, Col. F. W. Adams.
Brigade loss k, 22 w, 95= 117.
cavalry, Brig.-Gen. Frank C. Armstrong Miss, regiment, Col. Wirt Adams; 2d Ark., Col. W. F. Slemons;
2d Mo., Col. Robert McCulloch; 1st Miss. Partisan Rangers, Col. W. C. Falkner. Loss not reported.
Total Confederate loss killed, 85 wounded, 410; captured or missing, 40 = 535.
The battle was fought on the Confederate side by Little's division, and mainly by the brigades of Hebert and
Martin, numbering 3179 men. But the effective strength
of Price's entire command is estimated at about 14,000,
including Dabney H. Maury's division, of three brigades,
which, during the 19th, was held near Iuka in readiness
;

;

;

:

;

:

:

to confront Ord.

;
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public memory
which often confounded
Corinth,
THE
April and
with our advance, under Halleck, from Pittsburg Landing
battle of

Miss.,

in

is

in

May, 1862, was fought on the 3d and 4th of October, of that year, between
the combined forces of Generals Earl Van Dorn and Sterling Price of the
Confederacy, and the Union divisions of Generals David S. Stanley, Charles
S. Hamilton, Thomas A. Davies, and Thomas J. McKean, under myself as
commander of the Third Division of the District of West Tennessee.
The Confederate evacuation of Corinth occurred on the 30th of May,
General Beauregard withdrawing his army to Tupelo, where, June 27th, he
was succeeded in the command by General Braxton Bragg. Halleck occupied Corinth on the day of its evacuation, and May 31st instructed General
Buell, commanding the Army of the Ohio, to repair the Memphis and Charlesa movement to which, on June
ton railway in the direction of Chattanooga
11th, Halleck gave the objective of " Chattanooga and Cleveland and Dal-

—

ton " the intimate purpose being to take possession of east Tennessee, in
cooperation with General G. W. Morgan. To counteract these plans, General
Bragg began, on June 27th, the transfer of a large portion of his army to
Chattanooga by rail, via Mobile, and about the middle of August set out on
the northward movement which terminated only within sight of the Ohio
;

The Confederate forces in Mississippi were left under command of
Generals Van Dorn and Price. About the middle of July General Halleck

River.
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. was called to Washiugton to discharge the duties of General-in-chief. He left
the District of West Tennessee and the territory held in northern Mississippi
under the colllmaml of General Grant. In August, by Halleek's orders, Gen
eral Grm1t sent E. A. Paine's and Jeff. C. Davis's divisions across the Ten
nessee to strengthen Buell, who was moving northward through middle
Tennessee, to meet Bragg. One of these divisions garrisoned Nashville
while the other marched with Buell after Bragg into Kentucky.
In the early clays of September, after the disaster of the "Second Bull
Rnn," the friends of the Union watched with almost breathless anxiety the
advance of Lee into Maryland, of Bragg into Kentucky, and the hurrying
of the Army of the Potomac northward from ,Vashington, to get between
Lee and the cities of ,Vashington, Baltimore, and Philadelphia. The suspense
lest 1\IcClellan 13honld not be in time to head off Lee-lest Buell should not
.aniYe in time to preveut Bragg from takiug Louisville or assaulting Cin
cinnati, was fearful.
At this time I was stationed at Corinth with the "Arllly of the l\Iississippi,"
haYing suceeecled General Pope in that command on the 11th of June. \Ve
were in the District of West Tennessee, commanded by General Grant. Under
the idea that I ·would reenforce Buell, General Sterling Price, who, chuing July
and Angust, hnd been on the l\Iobile and Ohio railway near Guntown and
Baldwyn, l\Iiss., with 15,000 to �0 ,000 men, moved np to Iuka about the l�th
of September, intending to follow me; and, as he reported, "finding that
General Rosecrans had not crossed the Tennessee River," he "concluded to
withdraw from Iuka toward my [his] old encampment." His "withdrawal"
was after the hot battle of Iuka on September 19th, two days after the battle
of Antietam which had caused Lee's "withd.i-awal" from Maryland.
During the month of August General Price had been conferring with Gen
eral Van Dorn, commanding all the Confederate troops in l\Iississippi except
Price's, to form a combined movement to expel the Union forces from north
ern l\Iississippi and western Tennessee, and to plant their flags on the banks
of the Lower Ohio, while Bragg was to do the like on that river in Kentucky.
General Earl Van Dorn, an able and enterprising commander, after disposing
his forces to hold the l\Iississippi from Grauel Gulf up toward 1\Iemphis, late
in September, with Lovell's division, a little over 8000 men, came up to Rip
ley, l\Iississippi, where, on the �8th of September, he was joined by General
Price, with Hebert's and l\Iam·y's divisions, numbering 13,863 effective
iufantrr, artillery, and cavalry.
'rhis concentration, following the precipitate "withdrawal" of Priee from
Iuka, portended mischief to the Union forces in west Tennessee, numbering
some forty to fifty thousand effectives, scattered over the district occnpying
the vicinity of the J\Iemphis and Charleston milway fro111 Iuka to l\Iernphis, a
stretch of about a hundred and fifteen miles, and located at interior positions on
the Ohio and l\Iississippi from Paducah to Columbus, and at Jackson, Bethel,
and other places on the Mississippi Central ancl Mobile and Ohio railways.
The military feature of west Tennessee and northern Mississippi will be
readily comprehended by the reader who will examine a map of that region
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and notice: (1) That the 1\Iernphis and Charleston railway runs not far from
the dividing lines between the States, with a southerly bend from l\Iemphis
eastward toward Corinth, ,\Thence it extends eastwardly through Iuka, crosses
Bear River and follows the Tuscumbia Valley on the south side of that east
and west reach of the Tennessee to Decatur. Thence the road crosses to the
north side of this river and unites 1-vith the Nashville and Chattanooga road
at Stevenson en route for Chattanooga. (2) That the �Iobile and Ohio rail
-way, from Columbus on the l\Iississippi, runs considerably east of south,
})asses through Jackson, Tennessee, Bethel, Corinth, Tupelo, and Baldwyn,
:Mississippi, and thence to l\Iobile, Alabama. (3) That the l\Iississippi Cen
tral, leaving the l\Iobile and Ohio at Jackson, Tennessee, runs nearly south,
1mssing by BoliYar and Grand Junction, Tennessee, and Holly Springs,
Grenada, etc., to Jackson, l\Iississippi. All this region of west Tennes
see and the adjoining counties of :l\Iississippi, although here and there
dotted with clearings, farms, settlements, and little villages, is heavily
wooded. Its surface consists of low, rolling, oak ridges of clilnvial clays, with
intervening crooked drainages traversing narrow, bushy, and sometimes
swampy, bottoms. The streams are sluggish and not easily fordable, on
account of their miry beds and steep, muddy, clay banks. ·yvatei· in dry
seasons is neYer abundant, and in many pbces is only reached by bore-,,ells
of 100 to 300 feet in depth, whence it is hoisted by rope and pulley carrying
water-buckets of galvanized iron pipes from ± to 6 inches in diameter, and
4 to 5 feet long, with valve at the lower end. These matters are of con
trolling importance in moving and handling troops in that region. l\Ien and
animals need hard ground to move on, and mnst have drinking-water.
The strategic importance of Corinth, "'here the l\Iobile and Ohio crosses
the l\Iemphis and Charleston, ninety-three miles east of l\Iemphis, results from
its control of movements either way over these railways, and the fact that it
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is not far from Hambm·g, Eastport, and Pittsburg Landing on the Tennessee
Ri,-er, to which points good freight steamers can ascend at the lowest stages of
water. Corinth is mainly on low, flat ground, along the l\Iobile and Ohio railway,
and flanked by low, rolling ridges, except the cleared patches, coYerecl with
oaks and undergrowth for miles in all cfo:ections. ,Vith few clearings, outside
of those made by the Confederate troops in obtaining fnel during their winter
ing in 1861-�, the COlllltry around Corinth, in all directions, was densely wooded.
"�hile General Halleck was advancing on Corinth, the Confederates h.�d
extended a line of light defensiYe works from the Memphis and Charleston
road on tho west, about two and a half miles from the to"n, all the way ronnd
by the north and east to the same railway east. "\Vhen the Union forces took
possession, General Halleck ordered a defensiYe line to be constructed abont
a mile and a half from the town, extending from the l\Iemphis and Charles
ton railway on the west
around southerly to coyer
the Union front in that
direction. After the de
parture of General Euell's
command toward Chatta
nooga this work ,Yas con
tinued, although we had 110
forces to man it adequately,
and it ,,as too far away to
afford protection to onr
stores at Corinth. During
August I nsed to .go over
from my camp at Clear
COROXA COLLEGE, CORIXTII. FROJI A W A.R-TDIE PHOTOGR.\PII.
Creek to General Grant's
headquarters at Corinth, and after the usual greetings would ask: "How are
von
°·ettin°·
He would sav:
"Well' l)rettv
,.
�
..
J slowlv
.J1
b al01w
L' with the line f"
but the)- are doing good work." I saill to him: "General, the line isn't
worth mud1 to us, because it is too long. We eannot occupy it." He
ans,Yerecl, " "\"\7:tat would yon do f" I said, "I would have made the depots
outside of the town north of the JHemphis and Charleston road between the
town and the brick church, and would hrwe inclosed them by field-works,
running traeks in. Now, as the depot houses are at the cross-road, the best
thing we can clo is to nm a line of light works around in the neighborhood
of the college np on the knoll." So, one cla)-, after dining with General Grant,
he propose(.l that we go up together and take Captain Frederick E. Prime
,nth us, and he gaye orders to commence a line of breastworks that would
include the eollege grounds. This was before the battle of Iuka. After Iuka I
was ordered to eommaud the district, and General Grant moYed his headquar
ters to Jackson, Tennessee. Pursuant to this order, on the �6th of Septem
ber I repaired to Corinth, "Where I found the only defensive works available
consisted of the open batteries Robinett, Williams, Phillips, Tannrath1 and
Lothrop, established by Captain Prime on the College Hill line. I immediately
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ordered them to be connected
by breastworks, and the front
to the west and north to he
covered by such an abatis
as the remaining timber on
the ground could furnish. I
employed colored engineer
troops organized into squads
of t"Teuty-five each, headed
by a man detailed from the
line or the quartermaster's
department, and commanded
l)y Captain William B. Gaw,
a competent engineer. I also
ordered an extension of the
line of redoubts to cover the
north front of the town, one
of which, Battery Po,,ell, was
nearly completed before the
stirring e,·ents of the attack.
No rifle-pits were constructed
between Powell and the cen
tral part eovering the �orth
west front of the town, which
was perfectly open north-east
and south-east, with nothing
bnt the distant, old Confeder
ate works between it and the
country.
'fo add to these embarrass
ments iu preparing the place
to resist a sudden attack,
BREYET )IA,JOR-r.EXERAL TIIO)I.AS .\, DA.YIE�.
Grant, the general command
FRO)! .-\ l'IIOTOGI:AFH.
ing, had retired fifty-eight
miles north to Jackson, on the l\Iobile and Ohio railway, ,Yitb an the knmd
edge of the country acquired during the four mouths in which his head
quarters were at Corinth, and I, the new commander, could not find even the
vestige of a map of the country to guide rue in these defeni;;ive preparations.
During the 27th, 28th, 29th, and 30th of September, the breastw·orks were
completed joining the lnnettes from Col1ege Hill on the left. A thin aba6s
made from the scattering trees, which had been left standing along the west
and north fronts, covered the 1iue between Robinett and the Mobile and Ohio;
thence to Battery Powell the line was mo. tly open and without rifle-pits.
To meet emergencies, Hamilton's and Stanley's divisions, which had been
watching to the south and south-west from near Jacinto to Rienzi, were closed
in toward Corinth within short ca11.
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On the '.28th I telegraphed to Ge1wral Grant at Colmnbus, Kentucky, confir
mation of my report of Price's movement to Ripley, adding that I should move
Stanley's division to Rienzi, and thence to Kossuth, unless he had othei·
views. Two days later I again telegraphed to General Grant that there were
no signs of the enemy at Hatchie Crossing, and that my reason for proposing
to put Stanley at or near Kossuth was that he would cover nearly all the
Hatchie Crossing, as far as Pocahontas, except against heavy forces, and that
Hamilton would then move at least one brigade, from Rienzi. I asked that a
sharp lookout be kept in the direction of Bolivar. October 1st, I telegraphed
General Grant that ,ve were satisfied tlrnre was no enemy for three miles
beyond Hatchie; also, that prisoners reported that General John C. Breckin
ridge, of Yan Dorn's command, had gone to Kentucky with three Kentucky
regiments, lea,dug his division under the command of General Albert Rust.
The combined forces under Van Dorn and Price were reported to be encamped
on the Pocahontas road, and to mnnbtr forty thousand. J
Amid the numberless rumors and uncertainties besetting me at Corinth
during the five days between September :26th, when I assumed command, and
October 1st, how gratifying would have been the knowledge of the following
facts, taken from Van Dorn's report, dated Holly Springs, October 20th, 186�:
"Surveying tho whole field of operations before rue, . . . the conclusion forced itself
irresistibly npon my mind that the taking of Corinth was n, condition precedent to tho n,ccom
plishment of n,nything of importance in west Tennessee. To take :Memphis would bo to destroy
an immense amount of propert:v without any adequate military advantage, e,Ten admitting that
it conltl he held without heavy guns against tho enemy's gnu n,nd mortar boats. The lino of
fortificn,tions around Bolivar is intersected by the Hatchio R.iYer, rendering it impossible to take
tho place by quick assault. . . . It was clear to my mind that if a successful attack could
ho made upon Corinth from tho west and north-west, tho forces there driYen back on the Ten) In fact alJout '.3'.3,000, as stated by Van Dorn in the report qnotefl. And see "With Price East of
the l\Iississippi," by Colonel Thomas L. Snead, p. 7'.36.-EDITORS.
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nessee and cut off, Bolivar and Jackson would easily fall, and then, upon the arrival of the
exchanged prisonel's of war, west Tennessee would soon be in our possession, and communica
tion with General Bragg effected through midclie Tennessee. . . .
"I determined to attempt Corinth. I had a reasonable hope of success. Field retnrns at
Ripley showed my strength to be about :32,000 men. Rosecrans at Corinth had about 15,000,
with about 8000 additional men at outposts, from 1:3 to 15 miles distant. I might surpri::;e him
and carry the place before these troops could be brought in. . . . It was necessary that
this blow should be sudden and decisiYe. . .
" The troops were in fine spirits, and the whole Army of West Tennessee seemed eager to
emulate the armies of the Potomac and of Kentucky. No army ever marched to battle ,Yith
prouder steps, more hopeful countenances, or with more courage than marched the Anny of
West Tennessee out of Ripley on the morning of September 29th, on its way to Corinth."

But of all this I knew nothing. ,Vith only J\IcKean's and Davies's divis
ions, not ten thousand men, at Corinth on the 26th of September, by October
1st I had gradually drawn in pretty close Stanley's and Hamilton's divisions.
They had been kept watching to the sonth and south-west of Corinth.
Our forces when concentrated ·would make about 16,000 effective infantry
aud ai-tillery for defense, with 2500 ca;valry for outposts and reeounoitering.
On October 2d, "bile Van Dorn was at Pocahontas, General Hurlbut tele
graphed the information, from an intelligent Union man of Grauel Junction,
that "Price, Van Dorn, and Villepigue were at Pocahontas, and the talk was
that they would attack BoliYar." Evidence arriving thick and fast showed
that the enemy was moYing, bnt whether on Corinth or Bolivar, or whether,
passing between, they would strike and capture Jackson, was not yet clear to
any of us. I knew that the enemy intended a strong movement, and I thought
they must have the impression that our defensive works at Corinth wonld be
pretty fonniJable. I doubted if they would venture to bring their force
against our command behind defensive works. I therefore said: rrhe enemy
may threaten us and strike across onr line entirely, get on the road between
us ancl Jackson and advance upon that place, the capture of which "ould
compel us to get ont of om· lines; or he may come in by the road from Tupelo
so as to interpose his force between us and Danville. Bnt all the time I
inclined to the belief that it would not be for his interest to do that. I
thought that perhaps be would cross the l\Iemphis and Charleston road and,
going over to the Mobile and Ohio road, force us to move out and fight him
in the open conntry.
October :2d, I sent ont a cavalry detachment to reconnoiter in the direction
of Pocahontas. They fonncl the enemy's infantry coming close in, and that
night some of our detachment 'were s1uprised, and their horses and a few of
the men were caphuecl. Those that escaped reported the enemy there in
force. This was still consistent with the theory that the enemy wished to
cross the Memphis and Charleston road, go north of us, strike the l\Iobile and
Ohio road and manamvre us out of onr position.
To be prepared for whatever they might do, I sent Oliver's brigade of
J\foKean's division out to Che"alla, ten miles north-west in Tennessee. On
the morning of the 3d the enemy's advance came to Chewalla, and OliYer's
brigade fell back fighting. I sent orders to the brigade commander to make
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a stiff resistance, and see what effect it wonld lrnve, still thinking that the
attack was probably a mask for their moYement for the north. I ordered
Stanley to moYe in close to town near the middle line of works, called the
"Halleck line," and to wait for further developments.
An order elated 1: 30 A. ir., October 3d, had set all the troops in motion.
The impression that the enemy mi,r;lit find it better to strike a point on our
line of communication and compel us to get ont of our works to fight him or,
if he shonld attempt Corinth, that he ,Yould do it, if possible, by the north and
east, where the immediate vicinage was open and the place without defenses
of any kind, governed these preliminary dispositions of my troops. The
controlling idea was to prevent surprise, to test by adequate resistance
any attacking force, and, finding it formidable, to receive it behind the inner
line that had heen preparing from College Hill aronncl by Robinett.
To meet all probable contingencies, D o'clock on the morning of the 3d found
my troops disposed as follows: Hamilton's division; about 3700 strong, on the
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Purely road north of the town, to meet any attempt from the north; Davies's
division, 3204 strong, between the Memphis and Charleston and l\Iobile and
Ohio railways, north-west of the tmn1; l\foKean's division, 5315 strong, to
the left of DaYies's and in rear of the old Halleck line of batteries; and
Stanley's division, 3500 strong, mainly in reserve on the extreme left,
looking toward the Kossuth road.
Thus in front of those wooded western approaches, the Union troops, on
the morning of October 3d, waited for what might happen, wholly ignorant of
what Van Dorn was doing at Chewalla, ten miles away through thick forests.
Of this General Van Dorn says :
"At daybreak on the 3d, the march was resumed . . . Lovell's division, in front, kept
the road on the south side of the :;,\Iemphis and Charleston railroad. Price, after marching on the
same roaJ about five miles, turned to the left, crossing the railroad, and formed line of battle in
front of the outer line of intrenchments and about tln·ee miles from Corinth."

The intrencbments referred to were old Confederate works, ·which I had no
idea of using except as a cover for a heavy skirmish line, to compel the enemy
to develop his force, and to show whether he was making a demonstration to
cover a movement of his force around to the north of Corinth. During the
morning this skirmish work was well and gallantly accomplished by Davies's
division, aided by l\IcArthur ·with his brigade, and by Crocker, who moved
up toward what the Confederate commander deemed the main line of the
Union forces for the defense of Corinth. Upon this position moved three
brigades of Lovell's division,-Villepigue's, Bowen's, and Rust's,-iu line,
with reserves in rear of each; Jackson's cavalry was on the right en 6clielo11,
the left flank on the Charleston railroad; Price's corps of two divisions was
on the left of Lovell.
Thus the Confederate general proceeded, until, "at 10 o'clock, all the Union
skirmishers were driven into the old intrenchments," and a part of the
opposing forces were in line of battle confronting each other. There was a
belt of fallen timber abont four hundred yards wide between them, which
must be crossed by the Confederate forces before they could drive this
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stubborn force of Davies's, sent to compel the enemy to show his hand.
Vn,n Dorn says: "The attack -was commenced on the right by Lovell's divis
ion and gradually extended to the left, and by 1: 30 P. l\I. the whole line of
outer works was carried, several pieces [two] of artillery being taken."
Finding that the resistance made by Oliver's little command on the Che
walla road early in the morning was not stiff enough to demonstrate the
enemy's object, I had ordered :l\IcArtlrnr's brigade from McKean's division
to go to Oliver's assistance. It was clone with a 'iYill. :l\IcArtlrnr's Scotch
blood rose, and the enemy being in fighting fore€', he fought him with
the stubborn ferocity of an action 011 the main line of battle, iustead of the
resistance of a developing force.
The same remark applies to the fighting of Davies's division, and as they
were pnshec1 and called for reenforcements, orders were sent to fall back
slowly and stubbornly. The Confederates, elated at securing these old out
works, pnshed in toward onr main line, in fr nt of which the fighting in the
afternoon was so hot that McKean was ordered to send further help over to
the fighting· troops, and Stanley to send " a brigade through the woods by the
shortest cut" to help Davies, ,vhose division covered itself with glory, having
Brigadier-General Hackleman killed, Brigadier-General Oglesby desperately
wounded, with nearly twenty-five per cent. of its strength put ont of the
fight. ,Vatching intently every movement which would throw light on
the enemy's intentions, soon after midday I decided that it was a main
attack of the enemy. Hamilton's division had been sent np the railroad
as far as the old Confederate works in the morning, and formed the right
of our line. At 1 o'clock his division was still there watching against
attack from the north. ,Vhen the enemy prepared to make the attack on our
first .real line of battle, word ,vas sent up to Hamilton to advise us if any
Confederate force hacl gotten thrnngh, 011 the l\Iobile and Ohio road. At 3
o'clock wheu the fighting began and became very heavy, Stanley was ordered
to move up from his position and succor l\foKean's and Davics's divisions
that had been doing heavy fighting. Colonel Ducat, aeting chief of staff, was
sent to direct General Hamilton to file by fours to the left, and march down
until the head of his column was opposite the right of Davies's, then to face
his brigades south-westerly, and move clown in that direction. The enemy's
left did not much overpass the right of Davies, and but few troops were on
the line of tho old Confetlerate works. Hence Hamilton's mo-vement, the bri
gades advancing en 6cliclo11, would enable the right of Buford's brigade to far
ont-lap the enemy's left., ancl pass toward the enemy's rear with little or no
opposition, while the other brigade could press back the enemy's left, and by
its simple advance chive him in and attack his rear.
Hamilton told ,Colonel Ducat that be wanted a more positive and definite
order before he made the attack. Ducat explained the condition of the battle
and urged an immediate movement, hut was obliged to return to me for an
order fitted to the situation. I sent the following:
October 3d, 1SG2. BRIGADIER-GENERAL H,UIIL
Commanding Third Division: Rest yonr left on General Davies and swing round your

"HF.ADQUARTERS, AR:-ry OF THE l\IrssrssIPPI,
TON,

THE BATTLE OF CORINTH.

747

:IIElll'lllS .AND CllAilLESTON R_.\ILROAD, LOOKING TOWAilD CORlNTll-HEilAl:SS UF FORT WlLLIAll:S
ox THE RIGilT. FilO�I A J'HOTOGR.\Pll T.urnx IN 1884.

right and attack the enem,v on their left flank, reenforcell on yom right and center. Be careful
not to got under Davies's guns. Keep your troops well in haud. Get well this way. Do not
extend to your right too much. It looks as if it would be well to occupy the ridge where your
skirmishers ,,ere when Colonel Ducat left, by artillery, "·ell supported, but this may he farther
to right than would be safe. Use your discretion. Op1Josite your c0nter might be better uow for
your artillery. If you see your chance, attack fiereely.-W. S. ROSECRAXS, Brig·aJier-General.''

I added a sketch of the line on a bit of paper. Tho delay thus caused enahlecl
the enemy to overpass the right of Davies so far that while Ducat was retnrn
ing he was fired 011 by the enemy's skirmishers, who hnd reached open gronnd
over the railway between Ilamilton and Corinth. Two orderlies sent on the
same errand afterward were killed on the way. Upon the receipt of these
explanations Hamilton put his diYisiou in motion, hut )Jy sunset he only
reached a point oppo. ite the enemy';3 left; nnd after moving dmvn a short cHs
tance Sullivan's brigade, facing to the west, crossed the nmTow flnts flanking
the railway, went over into the thickets, and had a fierce fight with the enemy's
left, creating a great commotion. Buford's brigade had started in too far to
the west and had to rectify its position; so that Hamilton's division thns far
bad only giYen the enemy a terrific scare, arnl a sharp fight ·with one brigade.
Had the rnovelllent been executed promptly after 3 o'clo�k, we shonld lrn,ve
crushed the enemy's right and rear. Hamilton's excuse that he could not
understand the order shows that even in the rnsh of battle it may be necessary
to put orders in writing, or to have snbordiuate commanders who instinctively
know or are anxious to seek the key of the battle and hasten to its roar. t
At nightfall of the 3d it was evident that, unless the enemy should with
draw, he was where I "·ishecl him to be-between the two railroad lines

t See Geneml Charles S. Hamilton's stn,tements, p. 7!'iS.-EDITOII.S.
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and to the south of them-for the inevitable contest of the morrow. Van
Dorn says:
"I had been in hopes that one clay's operations would end the eon test and decide who should
be the victors on this bloody field; but a ten miles' march over a parched country on dusty
roads without water, getting into line of battle in forests with undergrowth, and the more than
equal activity and determined comage displayed by the enemy, commanded by one of the ablest
generals of the United States arm�·, who threw all possible obstaeles in our way that au active
mind could suggest., prolonged the battle until I saw w·ith regTet the sun sink behind t.he horizon
as the last shot of om· sharp-shooters followed the retreating foe into their innermost lines. One
hour more of daylight and Yictory would have soothed our grief for the loss of the gallant dead
who sleep on that lost but hot dishonored field. The army slept on its arms within six hundred
yards of Corinth, Yictorious so far."

Alas, how uncertain are our best conclusions ! General Van Dorn, in his
subsequent report as above, bewails the laek of one hour of daylight at the
close of October 3d, 1862. I bewailed
that lack of daylight, which w·ould
have brought Hamilton's fresh and
gallant division on the Confedernte
left and rear. That honr of daylight
was not to be had; and while the re
gretful Confederate general lay clown
in his bivouac, I assembled my foul'
division commanders,l\IcKean, Davies,
Stanley, and Hamilton, at my head
quarters and arranged the dispositions
for the fight of the next day. l\Ic
Kean's di vision was to hold the left,
the chief point being College Hill,
keeping his troops well nuder cover.
Stanley was to support the line on
either side of Battery Robinett., a lit
BlllGAIHER-GENEIUL PLEA�A:ST A, llACKLE�IAX,
tle thl'ee-gun redan with a ditch five
KILLED AT CORINTH. FRO�! A STEEL ENGRAnxr..
feet deep. Davies w·as to extend from
Stanley's right north-easterly across the flat to Battel'y Powell, a similar
redan on the ridge east of the Pm·dy road. Hamilton was to be on Davies's
right with a brigade, and the rest in reserve on the common east of the
low ridge and out of sight from the west. Colonel J. K. l\Iizner with his
cavalry was to watch and guard our flanks and rear from the enemy, and
well and effectiYely did his four gallant regiments perform that duty. As
tho troops had been on the moYe since the night of October 2d, and had
fought all day of the 3d (which was so excessively hot that we were obliged
to send water around in wagons), it became rny duty to visit their lines and
sec thnt the weary troops were surely in position.
I retmncd to my tent nt three o'clock in the morning of October 4th,
after haYing seen eYerything accomplished and the new line in order. It
was about a mile in extent and close to the edge of the north side of the
tmvn. Abont 4 o'clock I lay down. At half-past 4 the enemy opened with
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a six-gun battery. Our batteries, replying, soon silenced it, but I had no time
for breakfast. 'rlie troops got very little. They had not been allowed to build
fires dm·ing the night, and were too tired to intrench.
The morning opened clear and soon grew to he hot. It must have been
ninety-four degrees in the shade. The enemy began to extend his infantry
line across the north of the town . .. r visited the lines and gave orders to our
skirmishers to fall back the moment it was seen that the enemy ·was develop
ing a line of battle. About 8 o'clock his left, having· crossed the J\Iobile aml
Ohio railroad, got into position behind a spur of table land, to reach which
they had moved by the flank for about half a mile. ,Vhen they began to
advance in line of battle they were not over three lmnclred yards distant.
I told l\lcKean on the left to be very watchful of his front lest the enemy
should turn his left, and directed General Stanley to hold the reserve of
his command ready either to help north of the town or to aid J\foKean if
required. I visited Battery Robinett and directed the chief of artillery,
Colonel Lothrop, to see to the reserve artillery, some batteries of which were
parked in the public square of the town; then the line of Davies's division,
which was in nearly open ground, with a few logs, here and there, for breast
works, and then on his extreme right Sweeny's brigade, which had no cover
save a slight ridge, on the south-west slope of which, near the crest, the men
were lying down. Riding along this line, I observed the Confederate forces
emei·ging from the woods west of the railroad and crossing the open ground
toward the Purdy road. Our troops lying on the ground could see the flags
of the enemy and the glint of the sunlight on their bayonets. lt was about
9 o'clock in the morning. The air was still and fiercely hot. Yan Dorn says
the Confederate preparations for the morning ,Yere:
"That Hebert, on the left, should mask part of his own division on the left, placing Cabell's bri
gade en eelielon on the left-Cabell having been detached from l\faury's division for that purpose,
move Armstrong's cavah·y brigade across the l\Iobile and Ohio road, and, if possible, to get some
of his artillery in position across the road. In this order of battle, Hebert was to attack, swing
ing Iris left flank toward Corinth, and advance down the Purely ridge. On the right, LoYel1,
with two brigades in line of battle and one in resPrve, with Jackson's cavalry to the right,
was ordered to await the attack on his left feeling his way with sharp-shooters until Hebert
was heavily engaged with the enemy. l\Iaury was to move at the same time quickly to the front
directly at Corinth; Jackson to hmn the railroacl bridge over the Tuscumbia clming the night."

The left of General Van Dorn's attack was to have begnn earlier, but the
accident of Hebert's sickness prevented. rrhe Confederates, from behind a spur
of the Purdy ridge, advanced splendidly to the attack The unfavorable line
occupied by Davies's division made the resistance on that front inadequate.
The troops gave way; the enemy pursued; but the cross-fire from the Union
batteries on onr right soon thinned their ranks. Their front line was broken,
and the heads of their columns melted away. Some of the enemy's scattered
line got into the edge of the town; a few into the reser-ve artillery, which led
to the impression that they had captured forty pieces of artillery. Bnt they
were soon driven out by Stanley's reserve, and fl.eel, taking nothing away.
At this time, while going to order Hamilton's division into action on the
enemy's left, I saw the L-shaped porch of a large cottage packed full of
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43D OHIO.

63D OHIO.

Tim J>EFEXSE OF BATTERY ROBINETT. FROM A WAR-TIME SKETCH.

Captain George A. "'illiarnR, 1st U. R. Infantry, w!Jo
commanded tile siege' artillery, says in !Jis report:
"Ahont 9: 30 or 10 A. M. the enemy "\Vere observed in
the woo<ls north of tile town forming in line, and t!Jey
soo11 made t!JPir appearance, charging to"\Varcl tile to"\Vn.
.A.s soon as onr trnops were out of tile line of fire of my
bntt,·ry, we ope1w,l upon t!Jcm with two 30-ponmler Par
rott 1rnns and one 8-ine!J howitzer, w!Jic!J enfiladed t!Jeir
line ,-ai<led by l\IamieG's !Jattcry and one gnu on tile right
of Battery ltohinett, v,!Jich bore on tbat part of tile
town!, arnl eontinnccl onr fire nntil the enemy were
repulsed and had regained the wood.
"During tile time tile enemy ,n-re heing repulsed from
the town my attention was tlrnwn to tile left side
of the batterJ· by tile firing from Battery Robinett,•
w!Jerc I saw a eolnmn m�,-ancing to storm it. After
advancing 11 sbort distanec they were repulsed, bnt
inmwcliat('.]y re-forme,1, and, storming the work, gainc-cl
the clite!J, lmt were repnlAc<l. During tbis charge eig!Jt
of tile enemy, !Ja,ing pla<'e<l a harnll,ercbief on a bayonet

89TH OHIO.

and calling to tlrn men in tbc battery not to shoot them,
snrrcmlen•cl, and were allo"IVecl to come into the fort.
"They then re-formed, and, re-storming, carried the
diteh and the outside of the "\"\'Ork, the 1mppo1is having
fallPn a short distance to the rear in slight disorder.
The 111eu of tlie 1st U. S. Infantry, after having been
clriv<'n from their guns (they manned the siege �uns),
resorte,1 to their muslrntR, ancl"were firing from t!Jo in
side of the embrasures at the enemy on the outside, a
<listanee of about ten feet intervening; but the rebels
h:n-ing gailwd tlw top of the work, our men fell !Jack
into the angle of the fort, as they bad been clireeted to
clo in such an emergency. Two shells were thro"\Vn frum
Battery "'illiams into Battery Robinett, one bursting on
the top of it aucl the other near the right e,lge. In the
1neanwhile the 11th l\Iissouri Yolunteers (in reserve)
changed front, and, aided by the 43cl :incl 63d Ohio Vol
unteers with the 27th Ohio Volunteers on t!Jcir right, gal•
l:rntly stormed up to the right aml left uf the battery,
clri\ing tile enemy heforc them."-EDITORS.

Co11fedorates. I ordered Lieutenant Lorenzo D. Imrnell, with two field-pieces,
to give them gra,pe a,ncl ., ca,nister. After one round, only the dead a,ncl dying
,,Tere left on the por,·h. Rea,ching Hnmilton's division I ordered him to send
SulliYa,n's brigade forwar(1. It mo-vecl in line of battle in open ground a
1ittle to the left of Bnttery Powell. Before its splendid advance the scattered
enemy, who were ondenvoring to form a, lino of battle, about 1 P. l\I. gave
way and went back into the woods, from which they never again advanced.
Meanwhile there had been terrific fighting at Battery Robinett. The roar
of artillery and musketry for two or three hours was incessant. Clouds of
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smoke filled the air aud obscm·ed the sun. I witnessed the first charge of
the enemy on this pa.rt of the line before I weut over to Hamilton. The first
repulse I did not see because the contestants were clouded iu smoke. It was
an assault in column. There were three or fonr assaulting columns of regi
ments, probably a hnudred yards apart. The euerny's left-band column had
tried to make its way dowu iuto the low gronnd to the right of Robinett, bnt
did not make much progress. The other two assaulting columus fared better,
because they were on the ridge where the fallen timber "·as scarcer. I ordered
the 27th Ohio and 11th Missouri to kneel in rear of the right of Robinett, so as
to get ont of range of the enemy's fire, and the mornelit he had exhausted him
self to charge with the bayouet [see p. 759]. The third assault was made just
as I was seeiug Sulli-van iuto the fight. I smy the enemy come npou the ridge
while Battery Robinett ,n1s belching its fire at them. After the charge had
failed I saw the �7th Ohio and the 11th J\Iissonri chasing them with bayouets.
The head of the euemy's main column reached within a few feet of Battery
Robinett, and Colonel Rogers, who was leading it, colors in hand, dismonuted,
planted a flag-staff on the bauk of the ditch, ancl fell there, shot by one of om·
drummer-boys, ,Yho, with a pistol, was helping to defend Robinett. I w·as told
that Colonel Rogers ,Yns the fifth stauc1mc1-bemer who had falleu in that last
desperate charge. It was about ns good fighting on the part of the Confederates
as I ever saw. The columns were plowed through and through by our shot,
but they steadily closed np and moYed forward until they were forced back.
Just after this last assault I heard for the fh-st time the word '' ranch."
Passing over the field on our left, amoug the dead aud dying, I saw leaning
against the root of a tree a wounded lieutenant of an Arkansas regiment
who had been shot through the foot. As I offered him some water he
said, " Thank yon, General; one of your men just gave me some." I said,
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GRA,E OF COLO:SEL WILLLUI I'. ROGERS, LOOKIXG TOWARD COl:IXTH FRO�! THI,; B�lllANIDJJ,;NT
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" ,Yhose troops are yon 1" He replied, " Cabell's." I said, " It was pretty hot
fighting here." He answered, "Yes, Genernl, yon licked ns good, uut we gave
yon the vest 1ce ltad in tlie nrncl1."
Before the enemy's first assault 011 Robinett, I inspeeted the woods toward onr
left where I knew Lovell's division to be. I said to Colonel Joseph A. Mower,
afterward commander of the Seventeenth Army Corps, and familiarly known
as "Fighting Joe l\lower": "Colonel, take the men now on the skirmish line,
and find out what Lovell is doing." He replied," Very well, General." As he
was tm·ning away I added, "Feel them, but don't get into their fingers." He
answered significantly: "I'll.feel tltem I" Before I left my position l\fower had
entered the woods, and soon I heard a tremendous crash of musketry in that
direction. His skirmishers fell baek into the fallen timber, and the adjutant
reported to me: "General, I think the enemy have capt1ued Colonel l\Iower;
I think he is killed." Five hours later when we captured the enemy's field
hospitals, we found that Colonel l\Iower had been shot in the back of the
neck and taken prisoner. Expressing my joy at his safety, he showed that
he knew he had been unjustly reported to me the day before as intoxicated,
by saying: "Yes, General, but if they had reported me for being ' shot in
the neck ' to-day instead of yesterday, it would haYe been correct.''
About 2 o'clock we found that the enemy did not intend to make another
attack. Faint from exhaustion I sought the shade of a tree, from' which
point I saw three bursts of smoke and saicl to my staff," They have blown np
some ammunition wagons, and are going to retreat. We mnst push them."
I was all the more certain of this, because, having failed, a good commander
like Van Dorn would nse the utmost dispatch in putting the forests between
him nnd his pursuing foe, as well as to escape the dangers to him which might
arise from troops coming from Bolivar.

THE BATTLE OF CORINTH.

753

Even at this distant time memory lingers on the numerous incidents of
distinguished b1wrnry displayed by officers and men who fought splendidly
on the first day, when we did not know what the enemy was going to
do. Staff as well as line officers distinguished themselves "'hile iu action.
The first clay my preseuce was re
quired on the main line, and the fight
ing in front of that did not so much
come nuder my eye, but on the second
day I ,,.,as everywhere on the line of
battle. Temple Clark of my staff was
shot through the breast. 1\Iy saure
tasche strap was cut by a bullet, and
my gloves were staiuecl with the blood
of a staff-officer wounded at my side.
An alarm spread that I was killed, but
it was soon stopped by my appearance
on the field.
Satisfied that the enemy was re
treating, I order_ed Sullivan's com
mand to push him with a heavy
skirmish line, aucl to keep constantly
feeling them. I rode along the lines
of the commands, told them that,
having been moving and fightiug for
three clays and two nights, I knew
COL0:1'1,L WfLLL\)1 P, !:OGER!,, C. !,, A., KILLED 11'
they required rest, but that they could
LEAv1:--c mE A!,!,AULT UPo:-- FORT nonr:-.ETT.
num A I'noToGRAPH.
not rest longer than was absolutely
necessary. I directed them to proceed to theiT camps, provide five days' rations,
take some needed rest, and be ready early next morning for the pursuit.
General JUcPherson, sent from Jackson with five good regiments to help us,
arrived and bivouacked in the public square a little before sunset. Our pur
suit of the enemy was immediate and vigorous, but the darkness of the night
and the roughness of the country, covered with woods and thickets, made
movement impracticable by night and slow and difficult by clay.. General
:McPherson's brigade of fresh troops with a battery was ordered to start at
daylight and follow the enemy over the Chewalla road, and Stanley's and
Davies's divisions to support him. J\Ic.A.rthur, with all of J\fcKean's division
except Crocker's brigade, and with a good battery and a battalion of cavalry,
took the route south of the railroad toward Pocahontas; McKean followed
on this route with the rest of his di vision and Ingersoll's cavalry; Hamilton
followed McKean with his entire force.
The enemy took the road to Davis's Bridge on the Hatchie, by way of Poca
hontas. Fortunately General Hurlbut., finding that he was not going to be
attacked at Bolivar, had been looking in our direction with a view of succor
ing us, and now met the enemy at that point [Hatchie Bridge]. General Ord,
arriving there from Jackson, Tennessee, assumed command and drove back

..
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the hend of•the enemy's column. This was a �riticnl time for the Confederate
forces; but the reader ·will note that a retreating force, knowing where it has
to go and having to look for nothing except an attack on its rear, always moves
with more freedom than a pursuing force. rrhis is especially so where the
country is covered with woods and thickets, and the roads are narrow.
Advancing forces always have to feel their way for fem· of being ambushed.
The speed made by our forces from Corinth during the 5th was not to my
liking, bnt with such a commander as McPherson in the advance, I could 110t
doubt that it was a]l that was possible. On the 6th better progress was made.
From Jonesborough, on October 7th, I telegraphed General Grant:
" Do not, I entreat you, call Hurlbut back; let him send away his wounded. It surely is
easier to move the sick and wounded than to remove both. I propose to push the enemy, so
that ,vc need but the mo;;t trifling guards behind us. Our advance is beyond Ruckersville.
Hamilton will seize the Hatchie crossing on the Ripley road to-night. A very intelligent,
honest young Irishman, an ambulance driver, deserted from the rebels, says that they wished
to go together to railroad near Tupelo, where they will meet the nine thousand exchanged
prisoners, but he says they are much scattered ancl demoralized. They have much artillery."

From the same plaee, at midnight, after learning from the front that
.i\IcPherson was in Ripley, I telegraphed General Grant as follows:
"rl-EN"ERAL: Yonrs S: 3'.l P. 111. received. Our troops occupy Ripley. I most deeply dissent
from your views as to the manner of pursuing. "\Ve have defeated, routed, ancl demoralized
the army which holds the Lower l\Iississippi Valley. We have the two railroads leading <lown
towal'(l the Gulf through the most productive parts of the State, into which we can now pm·sue
them with safety. The effect of our return to old position will be to pen them up in the only
corn country they have west of Alabama, including the Tuscumbia Valley, and to permit them
to recruit their force�, advance aml occupy their old ground, reducing us to the occupation of a
defem,ive position, barren and worthless, with a long front, over which they can harass us until
bad weather wevents an effectual advance except on the railroads, when time, fortifications,
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and rolling stock will again render them superior to us. Our force, including what you have
with Hurlbut, will garrison Corinth and Jackson, and enables us to push them. Our advance
will cover even Holly Springs, which ·would he oms when we want it. All that is needfnl is to
continue pursuing and whip them. ·we have "·hipped, and should now push them to the ,mil
and capture all the rolling stock of their railroads. Bragg's army alone, west of the Alabama
River, and occupying l\Iobile, could repair the damage we have it in our power to do them. If,
after considering these matters, you still consider the order for my roturu to Corinth expedient,
I will obey it and abandon the chief fruits of a victory, but, I beseech you, bend everything
to push them while they arc broken and hungry, weary and ill-supplied. Draw everything
possible from l\Iemphis to help move on Holly Springs, and let us concentrate. Appeal to
the g·overnors of the States to rush• down some twenty or thirty new n·gimcnts to hold our
rear, and we can make a
.
,
...-" ,.
triumph of our start."
,·.·
. ½.
;./• �. J

A.sit was, Grant tel
egraphed to Halleck
at 9 A. l\I. the next
day, October 8th:
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" Rosecrans has fol
lowed rebels to Ripley.
Troops from Bolivar will

QUARTERS AT CORINTH UCCUl'IED Jff THE 5'.ll> JLLINOIS YOLUNTEERS DURI:-IG TIIE WINTER OF 1862�'l.
I-'HO)I A WAR·TDIE l'IIOTOGRArH.

occupy Grand Junction to-morrow, with rcenforcements rapicliy sent on from the new levies.
I can take everything on the l\Iississippi Central road. I ordered Rosecrans back last night, but
he was so averse to returning that I have directed him to remain still 1mtil you can be heard from."

Again on the same day, Oetober 8th, Grant telegraphed to Halleck:
"Before telegraphing yon this morning for recnforcements to follow up our victories I
ordered General Rosecrans to retm·n. He showed such reluctance that I consented to allow
him to remain until you could be heard from if further reenforcements conld be had. On
reflection I deem it iclle to pursue further without more preparation, and have for the third time
ordered liis return."

This was early in October. rrhe weather was cool, and the roads in prime
order. The country along the l\Iississippi Central to Grenada, and especially
below that place, was a corn country-a rich farming country-and the corn
was ripe. If Grant had not stopped us, we could have gone to Vicksburg. l\Iy
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judgment was to go on, and with the help suggested we could have done so.
Under the pressure of a victorious force the enemy were experiencing all the
weakening effects of a retreating army, whose means of supplies and muni. tions are always difficult to keep in order. We had Shermau at 1\lemphis
with two divisions, and we had Hurlbut at Bolivar with one division and
Jolm A. Logan at Jackson, Tennessee, with six regiments. ,Vith these there
was nothing to save l\fississippi from our grasp. We were about six days'
march from Vicksburg, and Grant could have pnt his force through to it
with my column as the center one of pursuit. Confederate officers told me
afterward that they never we1·e so scared in their lives as they were after the
defeat before Corinth.
I have thus given the facts of the fight at Corinth, the immediate pm·snit,
the causes of the return, and, as well, the differing views of the Federnl com
manders in regard to the situation. Let the judgments of the future be
formed upon the words of impartial history.
In a general order announcing the results of the battle to my command, I
stated that we killed and bnried 1-t23 officers and men of the enemy, includ
ing some of their most distinguished officers. Their wounded at the usual
rate would exceed 5000. ,Ve took ��68 prisoners, among whom were 137
field-officers, captains, and subalterns.! ,Ve captured 3300 stand of small
arms, 14 stand of colors, � pieces of artillery, and a large quantity of equip
ments. We pursued his retreating column forty miles with all arms, and
with cavalry si.··dy miles. Our loss was 355 killed, 1841 wounded, 3�4 cap
tured or missing.
In closing his report General Van Dorn said:
" A hand-to-hand contest was being enacted in the very yard of General Rosecrans's head
quarters and in the streets of the town. The heavy guns were silenced, and all seemed to be
abont ended when a heavy fire from fresh troops from Iuka, Burnsville, and Rienzi, who had
succeeded in reaching Corinth, poured into our thinned ranks. Exhausted from loss of sleep,
wearied from hard marching and fighting, companies and regiments without officers, om·
troops-let no one censure them-gave way. The day was lost. . . . The attempt at
Corinth has failed, and in consequence I am condemned and have been superseded in my com.
mancl. In my zeal for my country I may have ventured too far without adequate means, and
I bow to the opinion of the people whom I serve. Yet 1 feel that if the spirits of the gallant
dead, who now lie beneath the batteries of Corinth, see and judge the motives of men, they do
not rebuke me, for there is no sting in my 0onscience, nor does retrospection admonish me of
error or of a reckless disregard of then· valued lives." �

And General Price says in his report :
"The history of this war contains no bloodier page, perhaps, than that which will record this
fiercely contested battle. The strongest e:;.-pressions fall short of my aclmfration of the gallant
conduct of the officern and men under my command. Words cannot add luster to the fame
they have acquired through deeds of noble daring which, living through future time, will shed
about every man, officer and soldier, who stood to his arms through this struggle, a halo of
glory as imperishable as it is brilliant. They have won to their sisters and daughters the dis-

+ The official Confederate reports make their
loss 505 killed, :l 150 wounded, :l 183 miss
ing.-EDlTORS.
� The charges against General Van Dorn (of

neglect of duty and of cruel and improper treat
ment of his officers and soldiers) were investigated
by a Court of Inquiry, which unanimously voted
them disproyed.-EDITORS.
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tinguished honor, set before thorn by a general of their love and itllmn·ation upon the event of
an impending battle upon the same :field, of the proud excla,mation, ' l\Iy brother, father, was
at the great battle of Corinth.'"\
'\ Reference is doubtless made here to the aclllress of General Albert �iduey ,Johnston to the soldiers
of the Army of the :ThJ:i issippi on the eve of the battle of Shiloh, April 8cl, 1::;G:.l.-EDITORS.
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HAl\lILT.ON"'S DIYISION AT CORINTH.
BY CHARLES S. HAMILTO:N', ll!AJOR-GENERAL, U. S. Y.
order, issnetl about O A. M. on the
T HEfirstfollowing
day of the battle of Corinth, fixed the

position of my division:
"CORJ:);TTI, Oct. 3d, 186'.l. IlRlGADIER·GEXEIUL IlA,l·
ILTON. Commanding Tbircl Divi,;:ion. GE::-;ImAL: Tile
general counnarnling directs tbat you co1·cr witb your
tlivision the Pur<ly roail, from ti.le swn111p on tile 1·ail
roa<l to where tile road rnns tbrouglt tile rchcl work:s.
By COllllllancl of l\L\JOR·GE:);ET(AL ROSECI!A:'.'S.-Gon
DARD, A. A. A. General.
"r. s. You mny pcrha.ps !Jaye to 1no1·e fartbcr ont, as
Da\'ies does not find good grouucl until he g-0ts near tile
ohl rchel works, and be propo;,cs to swiug bis r igbt still
fnrtbcr nround. By order of l\L\JOR·GENEl!AL ROSE·
CRANS.-GODDARD, A. A. A. General."
Again at 2 P. ll!. the same day the following cir
cular was sent to both Hamilton aml Davies :
" Fot· fear of a misunclerstanding in relation to my or
ders, I wish it distinctly unclerstoocl tbnt tlle extreme
position is not to be taken until driven to it . By order
of IIIA,TOR-GENEI:AL ROSECRANS.-S. C. LYFOHJI, Acting
Aicle-cle-Camp."
The extreme position mentioned was not umler
stoocl by either Davies or myself, but probably
meant au advanced position. But how we coukl
be driven to it by an enemy in our front is difficult
to understand . Just following the circular, this
order was received by me :
"The general commnnclin.2: clesii'es me to say to you
not to be in a hurry to sbow yourself. Keep well co,
erecl and conceal your streng-tb. The enemy will doubt
less feel yonr position, but clo not nllow thii! to hasten
your movcments.-S. C. L,1,'0RD, Acting Aiclc-de-Cmnp."
About 3: 30 P. 111. the following was received:
.. GENERAL HAMILTON: Davies. it appearR, has fallen
IJehind tho works, bis left being pressed in. If thls moYe·

mC'11t coutinnes nntil be gets well 1lrawn iu, yon will
make n flank mo,·cm<'nt, if yonr front is not nttncked,
falJing to the left of Danes wbcu the enemy gets suffi
ciently well in so as to b1.1·c full sweep, boliling a couple
of regiments looldng "°ell to the Pul'lly rond. E.rnrninc
aucl reconnoiter the ground for rnnking tbis mo,·ement.
Dy order of :i\L\JOR-GE:-.Efl.\L I:OSECllA::S:,t.- lf. G. KE::-;
::SETT, Colonel an<l Cbief of Stnlf."
011 tl1e hack of this order I iudorsed tlle fol
lowing:
"Respectfully retnrne,l. I cannot understand it.-C.
s. 11.UIILTO.:-, Brigaclier-Geucral."
Rosecrans returned it to me i11dorsed as follows:
"Dnent bas been sent to explain it. \\'. S. ROS£CRA...'iS,
llfojor-General.-S. C. LYFOHD, Acting Aide-de-Camp."
�ow bearing in mind that Davies's division was
to the left and in front of mine, if this order meant
anything it was that my division should abandon
its position on the riglit of tho army entirely, and
pass either to the rear or front of Davies in order
to reach the place indicnteu, and would therefore
have destroyed every possible chance of attacking
the enemy in the flank, and would also have lef t the
!'ight of DaYios's exposed, and tho m1yiuto Corinth
open to the enem?, Now this order, which is the
one Rosecrans claims as his order to attack the
enemy, was given as follow-s in his article on this
engagement, in "The Century" for October, 1
6
[seep. 746]:
"Colonel Dncnt, acting ebief-of-,;:tnfl; wn11 i:.cnt witb
au order to Gcnernl Hamilton, to tile by fours to tile
left and mnrch clown until the l1eacl of his colnmn was
oppoi,ite Da�•ieR's right. Ile was orclcrecl then to face
his brignde west-south-west am
. l to mo,e down in a
eoutb-westerly direction."
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The order, as I have giYen it, is an exact copy of
the original now in my possessio_u, and General
Hosecraus's statement of it in'' 'l'I.Je Century" was
made from a defective memory after twenty-three
years hall elapsed.
At 5 P. 11. I received the following order:
"ITEADQU.IRTER�. AR}IY OF TILE l\lISSLSSIPPI, October
3'1, 1862. GE:SEHAL lLUIILTOX, Commanding Third Divis
ion: ltest.ronrleft on G,•uer:il Da,·ics, and swing around
yonr right an<l attacI;: the enemy ou their !eft, reenfureed
on your right and ceuter. Be careful not tu get under
Da,ies's gnus. Keep �-our troops well in hand. Get well
this way. Dou't extun<i your ri)sht too much. 1t looks
as if it. woul,l be W<'ll to oceup,, tho ri<lge where your
sllinnisher;; were when Colonel Ducat left, by artillery
wPII supported, hut this may he farther to right than
would be safo. Use your clisc1·etion. Opposite your
cent�r might be better now for yonr artillery. If yon
see your ehance attack fiercely.- W. S. RosEcn.1.:-.s,
Brigadier-General."

"IIE,IDQUARTERS, AR�IY OF THE l\IISSISSIPPI, Octo
ber 3tl, 1862, 7 l'. }I. GENERAL HA}IILTOX: Throw out
prornvtly ,·edel tcs, graml guards, St'onts, and a line of
sl,irmishcrs in rear of ahatis on your front aml flanks.
Piek up all the prisoners you can. Get all thr informa
tion po�sible, which report promptly aml often to these
headquarters. Furui�b brigade comrnanclers with a copy
of this order as soon as possible. Dm·ing the night and
!'Omiug ,taylight, much will depend on the Yigilancc of
outposts and gnards. Our ca,nlry is on the south
w·cst front toward Bridge Creek. By order of l\lAJOR
GE:-.ERAL HOSECRA:-.s.-ARTHUR C. DCCAT, Lieutenaut
Coloncl, Chief of Gram! Guards and Outposts.''

As a simple order to attack the enemy iu flank
could have reacl.Jed me by conrier from General
Rosecrans, any time after :3 P. 111., in 15 minutes,
the verbosity of the aborn is :,pparenr.. I construed
it as an ord�r for attack, aud at once proceeded 1.o
carry it out. Sullivan's brigade of my division had
beeu ordered some time previously to move toward
the enemy's left iu preparation for an attack, and
Buford's brigade was uow or<lered down ou Sulli
van's right to support him.
The brigades were some distance apart, and hav
ing been concealed in the woods had not been
discovered by the enrmy. The moment that Buford
began to move a <letachr,l force of the enemy was
seen some distance in his front. They opened on
him with a single piece of artillery, and he, taking
it for granted he was beset 1,y the enemy in forcP,
moved to his front to drive thell\ out of the way. Iu
thus moving he went almost iu an opposite direction
to the one necessary to support Sullivan. I sent an
officer with a positfre or,ler to change his course.
His reply was, "Tell General Hamilton. the enemy
is in my fro11t antl I am goiug to fight him." �fean
time his brigade had been moving toward what he
supposed to be the enem:v, and was a ha.If mile
from Sullivau. T sPnt a seeo111l Ol'ller to change bis
course instantly, arnl move to :-:iullivan's support.
This order he obeyed. first detaching the 4th
l\linnesota regiment, under Colonel .J. B. Sanborn,
to attack the enemy. He then moved down to the
position indicate,l, but, me:iutime, a precious hour
had been lo;;t, the sun had gone doW11. and the
attack having to he made through a forest of
dense undergrowth, it was too late to execute the
flank movemeut with any chauc.e of suc.eess. The
enemy's fire on Davies's divi ion had ceased. Wait
ing a fpw moments in expectation of its rene,,al,
night closed down upon us, and the battle for the
day was ovPr.
General Roserraus first intended the troops
to pass the night in the position now held, as
shown by the following order, receh·ed about
7: 30 P. 1\1.:

I was astounded, and turning to the officer said :
"Tell General Hosecrans I cannot execute that
order till I see him personally, and explain to him
the ditliculties in the way and what the result must
be if carried out." An hour passecl, when the offi
rer who brought the order retumed, ln·inging Gen
eral Rosecrans with him. General John B. San born,
of l\Iinnesota, and others heard the following con
,·ersatiou which then took place:
General Rn:-Ec11.1:ss [sa,agely]: "General lfamiltun,
what <lo yon rneau by <lisobeying my order to attack the
C'll!'lllY 7 ''
Gc1;eral llA�llLTo:s: "General Rosecrans, Tarn ready
to execute yonr order, bnt there is too rnnch at stalrn here
to he risked !Jyauightattack. Tbe gronn<l between us and
the ene111y is a dense forest, with a thick nmlcrgrowth
in whi<Jh tho troops rannot rno,e ten miuutcs witbont
llrcakiug; t.hcir formation. It is dark in the forest
too <lark to cli�tingnish friend from foe, Tf my <liYisio11
is once <lisorganize<l it cannot be re-formed 1mtil dayli)sht
comes. \\'e a1·e ignoraut of the eucrny's exact position
ancl mnstfrel aronn<l in the darkness ot' the forest to fine!
him. Let me say that yonrlincs arc too long. l\ly <li,is
ion is not in snpportinp; clistance of any other diyieion,
and wlien the town is assanlte<l in the JllOrniug your
army will he cut in two am! destroy eel. Davics's di\'ision
!ins witlulrawn so far that the skirmishers of the enemy
occupy his last position in line. Your position is a
false onP. The troops Rhonl<l hn witllnrn wn ancl plnc<'d
within the earth-works of the towu. Place them within
the fortifications an,l in Rupport of each other. It is a
strong position am! insures n Yictory. But as we arc
now yon cannot make a stl'ong <lcfensc, and the battle
whieh i� certain for the morning '\\"ill surely he a ,Iefeat
for 11�."
Gene-ml T!OSECRANS [after a few moments of reflection
without reply]: "ITamilton, rou are right. Place your
division as yon snggPst, and the others shall be placed
aceordmgly."
The change of my division was accomplished by
3 A. ill., anll the troops sought their rest on the mor
row's hattle-fiel<l, full of hope and sure of dctory.
Thus closed the operations of the rlay. Aud thus
was broui;ht about the change that led to victory on
the following clay, but from that time to this no
public writing 01· utterance on the part of General
Rosecrans has ever acknowledged the services so
rendered.

0

Between Saud D P. M. a staff-officer brought me
the following order :
"Plaeerour batteries on tbePurdyroad at 10 I'. �I. aml
J)iay I hem two hours in a north-west clirectiou with shot
aucl shell, wbero the enemy is massed, and at midnight.
at.ta.el, them with yonrwbole division with t.be bayonet.
-w. s. ROSECRANS, l\Iajor-Genernl."

*

*The" Official Records" do not contain this order or any allusion to the snbJect of it.-EDITORS.
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AN 01WER TO CHARGE AT CORINTH.
BY DAVID S. STANLEY, 1IAJOR-GENERAL, U. S. V.
AN assertion made by General Rosecrans in "The
..r:l... Century" magazine for October, lSSG, is
misleading. The statement [see p. 7!"il] is as
follows :
"I orllered tbe 27tb Ohio nrnl tbe 11tb J\Iissouri to kneel
in renr of tbe rigbt of Robiuett so as to get out of the
range of tbe euemy's fire, and the moment he bnd ex
banstell himself to cbarge with the bayonet."
The lapse of a quarter ot' a century has certainly
mado the memory of the worthy general treacher
ous, for at the time that his memory causes him
to say that he gave this order, I saw him a quarter
of a mile away-trying to rally D,wies's troops to

resist the ::ulvanciug forees of the Confederates,
and I consider it impossible for the two regiments
to have heanl any or<ler from him above the rifle's
rattle and the cannon's ronr at such a llistance. I
cannot say what Geueral Rosecrans mav have said
to these regiments about usiug the bayonet when
visiting my lines that morning before the occur
rence mentionecl, hut I clo know tlrnt I posted them
myself, and that Colonel J. W. Fuller, '.J7th Ohio,
commanclPr of the brigalle during the heat of the
battle, gave thP order for his own awl the 11th
l:IIissouri regiments to charge with the bayonet.
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, ,January 19th, 1888.

THE OPPOSING FORCES AT CORINTH, MISS.
October 3d and 4th, 1SG3.
Tho composition, lo8ses, arnl strength of each army"" here state,l give the gist of all tlrn ,lata obtainable in the Officinl
Hccor,ls. K stands for kille,l; w for wonn,lo<l; rn w fur mortally wournle,l; m for captnre<l or missing ; c for captnre,1.

THE

UNION FORCES.

ARi\IY OF TIIE l\IISSISSIPPI.-1\Iajor-Gencral William S. RoAe<'runs.
sisco:-.D mvis10:-., Brig.-Gcn. Dnvill S. Stanley. Staff John l\Iorrill; 1At U. S. (6 co's-siege art-illery), Capt.
lo�s: w, 1.
G. A. WillinrnA. Unattached ]ORS: k, 1G; w, 53; m, 15=84.
First Brigade, Col. John W. Fuller: 27th Ohio, l\Iaj.
.ARllIY OF WEST TENNESSEE.
Zephaniah S. Spaulding; 39th Ohio, Col. A. W. Gilbert, SECOND DIVISION, Brig.-Gen. Thomns A. Dayies.
Lient.-Col. Eilwar1l F. Noyes; 4311 Ohio, Col. J.
. L. Kirby
First Brigade, Brig.-Gen. PleaRa11t A. Hackleman (k),
Smitb (m w), Lieut.-Col. Wager S wayno; G3<1 Ohio, Col. Col. Thomas W. Sweeny: 52<1 Ill., C'ol.Thomns W. Sweeny,
John W. Sprague; Jenks's Co., Ill. Cav., Cnpt. Albert Lieut. Col. John S. Wilcox; 2d Iowa, Col. JamPs Baker
Jenl,s; 3cl l\Iich. Bnttery, Lieut. Cnrl A. Lamberg-; 8th (Ill W), Lient.-Col. Nonh W. lllillR (Ill w), l\Inj. Jmnes B.
WiA. nattery (section), Lieut. John D. l\IcLean; F, 2<1 Weaver; 7th Iowa, Col. Elliott W. Rice; Union Brignde
U. S. Art'y, Cnpt. Thomas D. ::naurice. Brig-a1lc loss:
(composed of cletncb111e11ts of 58tll Ill., nrnl 8th, 12tb, nnd
k, 55; w, 255; 111, 11=321. Seeo,ulBrigadc, Col. Joseph A. 14th Iown), Li<'nt.-Col..John P. Coulter. Brignde loss: k,
lllowcr (w): 2Gth III., l\Iaj. Robert A. Gillmore; 47t. h 111., 49; w,318; rn, 3G=403. Sceo11dBriyr1dc, Brig.-Gen.1:ielrnr<l
Col. William A. Tbrush (k), Cnpt. Harman Andrews (w), .J. Oglesby (W), Col. August l\Iersv: Vth Ill., Col. .Ang-ust
Capt. Snmnel R. Baker; 5th lllinu., Col. Lucius F. 1-Inh l\Iersy; 12tb Ill., Col. An1,,ri1Rt11s L. Chetlain; 22d Ohio,
barll; 1 Ith l\Io., l\Iaj. ArnlrewJ. Weber; 8th Wis., Licut..- :Hnj. Oliver Wood; 81st Ohio, Col. Thomas lllorton.
Col, George W. J:obbins (W), l\Inj. John W. Jefferson (w), Brigade loss: k, 38; w, 222; m, 73= 333. 1'lii,·d Brigade,
Capt. Willinm B. Britton: 2<1 Iowa Battery, Capt Nelson Col. Silas D. Bnl!Iwiu (w), Col. John V. Du Bois: 7th Ill.,
Col. Andrew ,J. Baheol'I,: 50th Ill., Lient.-Col. Willinm
T. Spoor. Brigade loss: k, 48; w, 248; m, 2G = 322.
s,rnrthout; 57th Ill., Lient.-Col. Frt•tlt•rick ,J. ITurlbnt,
TIIIRD DIVIS IO:,', Drig.-Gcn. Charles s. Hnmilton.
Bseort: C, 5th lllo. Cavalry.
l\Inj. Eric ForSRC. Brigade losR: k, 21; w, 115; Ill, 46 =
Pirst. nrigade, Brig.-Gen. Napoleon Il. Buford: 48th 182. .A l'lillery, l\Iaj. George II. Stone: D, Ist l\Io., Cnpt.
Intl., Lieut. Col. De Witt C. r:ugg (w), Lieut. .Jnmes '"· Ilenry 11iclrnrdson; II, 1st llfo., Capt. Fretlcriek Welker;
.Arcber; 59th lllll., Col. Jesse I. Aloxancler; 5th I own, I, 1st l\Io., Lieut.. Charles II. Tlmrhp1·; K, 1Rt. l\lo., Lieut.
Col. Chnrles L. llfatthies; 4th lllinn., Col. ,John B. San CbarleH Green. Artillery ]ORS: k, G; w, 2a=35. Unal
born; 2Gth lllo., Lient.-Col. John II. ITolman (w); llf, 1st taehecl: 14th Mo. (WestP.m Slmr11-shonterH), Col. Patrick
l\Io. Art'y, Lieut. JuniuA W. llfacl\Innay: lltll Ohio Bat E. Durke. Loss : k, G; w, 14; m, 3 =2:l.
tery, Lieut. Henry l\I. Neil. Briga1le loss: k, 7; w, 48= SIXTH DIVISION, Brig.-Gen. Thtllllfl� .J. 11[-:?Kenn.
Pil's( Brigade, Col. Benjmniu Allen, Brig-.-G,,11. John
55. Second Brigade, Brig.-Gen. Jereminh C. Sulliv:m,
Col. Samuel A. Holmes: 56tb Ill., Lient.-Col. Green B. l\Ic.Artbnr: 21At l\Io., Col. Davit! l\foon•, llfoj. Edwin
Raum; 10th Iowa, llfaj. Nathaniel l\IcCalla; 17th Iowa, i\Ioore; lGth WiR., l\Inj. Thomas RPynolllR; 17th WiA,,
lllaj. Jahez Banlmry; 10th l\Io., Col. S:11nuel A. Holmes, Col. John L. Doran. Brignlle ]OAS: k, 11; w, G7; m,
l\Iaj. Leouillas Horney; E, 24th lllo., Capt. Lafayette :\I. 23 =101. Seeonrl Bl'i[larle, Col. .John l\I. Oliver: Imlpt.
Rice: 80th Ohio, :\Iaj. Richard Lnuning (kl, Capt. Davicl Co., Ill. Cav-., Cn]lt. ,nrnnm Ford; 1st.ll l\Iich., LiPnt.-Col.
Skeels: Gth Wis. Battery, Cnpt. Henry Dillon; I2tb Wis. John l\IcDermott.; 18th l\Io. (4 eo'R), Cnpt. Jncob R.
:Battery, Lieut. Loreuzo D. Immell. Briga1le loss: k, 24; Ault; 14th Wis., Col.John ITarn·oek; 18th Wis.,Col.Ga
hriel Bonck. Brignde ]OBR: k, 45; w, 108; m, 38=191.
w, 227; m, 15= 27G.
Third Brigade, Col. l\fnreellns l\[, Crot'lrnr: 11th Iown,
CAV.\LRY DIVISION, Col. John K. l\Iizner.
(Division orgauized into two brigades, Col. Eclwar1l Licut..-Col. William HnII: 131h Iown, Lient.-Col. John
Hatch commanding- the First and Col. Albert L. Lee the Shane; 15th Iown. Linut.-Col. "\\'illi:1111 W. Belknap, Col.
Second.) 7th Ill., Lient.-Col. Edward Pri1we; 11 tl1 Ill., IIngh T. Reid; 16th lown, Lieut .-Col. Aclclison II. SnnCol. Robert, G. IngerRoll; �d Iown, lllnj. Datus E. Coon; 1ler8 (w), lllnj. William l'nrecll. Brigwle IoRs: k, 14;
7th Kan., Lient.-Col. T. P. Herrick; 3d J\fich., Capt. w, 111: m, 24=149. Artillery, Capt. Arnlrew Hicken
Lyman G. Willcox; 5th Ohio (4 co's), Capt. Joseph C. looper: F, 2d Ill., Lieut.. ,J. W. l\Iitchell; 1st l\Iinn.,
Lieut. G. F. Coolrn; 311 Ohio (Aeetion), Cnpt. Emil
Smith. Division loss: k, 5; w, 17; m, 14= 3G.
UNATTACHED: 6-!th III. (Yates's Sharp-sbooters), Capt. :\lunch, Sergt. Sylvanus Clark; 5th Ohio, Lieut. B. S.

THE OPPOSING FORCES AT CORINTH.
l\Iatson; 10th Ohio, Capt. II. B. White. Artillery loss:
w, 8.
Total Union loss: killed, 355; woumle,1, 1841; capturc,1
1Jr mi:-;sing, 324 = 2520.
The effecti,o :Strength of Rosecrans's colllmand is not
specifically stated in the" Official Records." According

to the return for SeptcmlJer30th, 1862, his" aggregate pres

ent for cluty" was 23,077 (Yol. XVII., rt. II., p. 246). Prob
ably not less than twenty thousand partieipatecl in the
battle. On page 172, Vol. XVII., Pt. I., General Rosecrans
estimates the Confederate strength at ncarly forty thon
saud and says that was almost double bis own numbers.

THE CONFEDERATE FORCES.
"\RllIY OF WEST TESSESSEE.-Major-General Earl Yan Dorn.
PRICE'S CORPS OR ARllIY OF THE WEST.-:i\Injor
General Sterling Price.
FIRST D!YIS!O:'.'<, Brig.-Gen. Louis Hebert, Brig.-Gen.
::11artin E. Green.
First Brigade, Col. Elijah Gates: 16th Ark., -- ;
2d l\Io.. Col. Francis l\I. Cockrell; 3d l\Io., Col. James A.
Pritchard (W); 5th l\Io., --; 1st l\Io. Ca,. (dismount
ed), Licnt.-Col. W. D. l\Ianpin; l\Io. Eatt ...ry, Captain Will
iam Walle. Brigade loss: k, 53; 'I>, 332; Ill, 92 =477. See01ul Brigade, Col. W. Ilruce Colbert: Htl! Ark., --;
17th Ari,., Lient.-Col. JohnGrillith; 3,1 La., --; 40th
l\Iiss., --; 1st Tex. Legion, Licut.-Col. E. R Hawkins.
3d Tex. Ca,. (lliSlllOUllte,11,--; Clark',; ()Io.) Battery,
Lieut. J. L. Faris; St. Louis (llio.)Battery, Capt. "'illiam
E. Da,vson. Brig-ado loss: I,, 11; w, 129; m, 132=272.
Third Brigade, Brig.-Gon. l\Iartin E. Green, Col. W. II.
l\Ioore ('1>): 7th :i\Iiss. Battalion, Licut.-Col. J. S. Tena!
('I>); 43cl .c\Iiss., Col. W. II. Moore; 4th l\Io., Col. A. l\lac
Farlanc; 6th l\Io., Col. Eugene Erwin (W); 3d :i\Io. CaY.,
(disrnountcllJ, --; l\Io. Battery, Capt. llenry Guibor;
l\Io. Battery, Capt. .Tol!n C. Landis. Drigmle loss: k, 77;
w, 369; rn, 302=748. Pow·lh Brigade, Col. John D. l\Iar
tin (m w), Col. Tioliert l\IcLain (W); 37th Al:1.; 36th l\lis�.•
Col. \V. \Y. Witherspoon; 37th l\lisA., Col. Rolwrt l\Ic
Lain; 38th l\Iiss.,Col. F. W. A,lams. (Battery attachml
to this brigade not idcutitic,1.) BrigaLlc loss; k, 41; w,
�03=214.
l\lAURY'S DIYISIOX, Brig.-Gcn. Dabney II. llfanry.
Moore's Brigade, Brig.-Gen. John C. l\Ioore: 42d Ala.,
Col. John W. Portis; 15th Ark., Lient.-Col. Squire
Boone; 23d Ark., Lieut.-Col. A. A. Pennington; 35th
Miss., Col. William S. Barry: 2,1 TPx., Col. W. P. Rogers
(k); l\Io. Battery, Capt. II. JII. Dleclsoe. Brigade loss:
k, 53; ..... 230; Ill, 1012 = 1295.
Cabell's Brigade, Brig.-Gen. William L. C'ahell: 18th
Ark., Col. John N. Daly (111 w); 19th Ark., Col. T. P.
Dockery; 20th Ark., Col. II. P. Johnson (k); 21st Ark.,
Col. Jordan E. Cravens; Ark. Battalion (Jones's),--;
Ark. Battalion (Rapley's),Capt. James A. Ashford; Ark.
(Appeal) Battery, Lieut. William N. Hogg. Brigade loss:

k, 98; w, 323; m, 214 =63,;, Phifer's Brigade, Brig.-Gen.
C. W. Phifer: 3d Ark. Ca,. (clismounte,1), --; 6th
Tex. C'av. (tlismountetl), Col. L. S. I:oss; 9th Tex. Cav.
(clismo1mteu), --; Stirman's Sharp-shooters,Col. Ras.
Stirman: Ark. Battery (McNaily',;), Lieut. Frank A.
l\Ioore. Briga,le loss: k, 94; w, 273; m, 200=567. Ca miry
(composition probably incomplete), Rrig.-Gen. Frank
C. Armstrong: 2d Ark., Cul. W. F. Slemons; l\fiss. Tieg't,
C'ol. Wirt Adams; 2,1 l\Io., Col. Robert l\IcCulloch. Cav
alry loss: w, 2: m, 9 = 11. Resene Ar/ille,-y: Tenn.
Battery (Hoxton's), Lieut. Thomas F. Tollin (e); Ala.
Battery, Capt. Henry II. Sengstak. Artillery loss: k, I;
w, 4; m, 14� 19.
DISTIUC'l' OF TllE l\IISSlSSIPPI.
l\Iaj.-Gen. i\Iausfielll Lovell.
First Brigade, Erig.-Gen. Alhert Hust: 4th Ala.,
Battalion, l\Iaj.- G
-ibtion; 31st Ala.., -- ; 35tll Ala.,
Capt. A. E. Ashford; 9th Ark., Col. Isaac L. Dunlop;
3d Ky., Col, A. P. Thompson; 7th Ky., Col. Ed. Cross
land; :IIiss. (HnclsonJ, Battery, Lieut. John R. Sweaney.
Brigmlc loss: k, 25; w, 117; m, 83 = 225. Second Briqade
(composition not fully reported), Brig.-Gcn. J. D. Yillc
pigne: 33d l\Iiss., Col. D. W. Hurst; 39th lliiRs.,Col. \Y. Il.
ShellJy. Brigade loss: k, 21; w, 76; m, 71 =168. Third Bri
gade, Brig.-GC'n. John S. Bowen: 6th l\IiRs., Col. Robert
Lowry; 15th Miss., Col. l\I. Farrell; 22d l\liss., Capt. J. D.
Lester; llliRs. nnttalion, Capt. C. K. CarnthPrs; 1st l\Io.,
Lieut.-Col. A. C. Riley; La. (Watson) Dattery, Capt. A.
A. Bursley. Brigade loss: k, 28; w, 92; 111, 40 = 160.
Gavall'y Brigade, Col. W. II. Jackson: 1st l\Iiss., Lieut.
Col. F. A. lllnntgomcry; 7th Tenn., Lieut.-Col. J. G.
Stocks. Brigacle loss: k, 1. Unattached: La. Zona,o
Battalion, l\Iaj. St. L. Dnpiere. Loss: k, 2; m, 14 = 16.
Total Confederate loss 1inclndiug Hatchie Bridge, Oct.
5th): killecl, 505; wournled, 2150; cn.ptnrPd or missing,
2183 = 4838, General Yan Dorn says ('' Official Reeorcls,"
Vol. XVII., Pt. I., p. 378): "Field returns at Ripley showed
my strength to he about z2,ooo men." It is estimated
that at least 20,000 were brought into action at Corinth.
FIUST Dl\'Is!O:'.'<,
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