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PREFACE.
By an act approved June 23, 1874, Congress made an appropriation
<no enable the Secretary of War to begin the publication of the Official
Eecords of the War of the Eebeilion, both of the Union and Confederate Armies,” and directed him “to have copied for the Public Printer
all reports, letters, telegrams, and general orders not heretofore copied
or printed, and properly arranged in chronological order.”
Appropriations for continuing such preparation have been made from
time to time, and the act approved June 16, 1880, has provided “for
the printing and binding, under direction of the Secretary of War, of
ten thousand copies of a compilation of the Official Eecords (Union and
Confederate) of the War of the Eebellion, so far as the same may be
ready for publication, during the fiscal year”; and that “ of said numseven thousand copies shall be for the use of the House of Eepretwo thousand copies for the use of the Senate, and one
thousand copies for the use of the Executive Departments.”*
This compilation will be the first general i)ublication of the military
records of the war, and will embrace all official documents that can be
obtained by the compiler, and that appear to be of any historical value.
ber,

sentatives,

* Volumes I-V distributed urider act approved June 16, 1880.
The act approved
August 7, 1882, provides that
“ The volumes of the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion shall be distributed
as follows One thousand copies to the Executive Departments, as now provided by
law. One thousand copies for distribution by the Secretary of War among officers of
the Army and contributors to the work. Eight thousand three hundred copies shall
be sent by the Secretary of War to such libraries, organizations, and individuals as
maybe designated by the Senators, Representatives, and Delegates of the Fortyseventh Congress. Each Senator shall designate not exceeding twenty-six, and each
Representative and Delegate not exceeding twenty-one of such addresses, and the
volumes shall be sent thereto from time to time as they are published, until the publication is completed. Senators, Representatives, and Delegates shall inform the
Secretary of War in each case how many volumes of those heretofore published they
have forwarded to such addresses. The remaining copies of the eleven thousand to
be published, and all sets that may not be ordered to be distributed as provided
herein, shall be sold by the Secretary of War for cost of publication, with ten per
cent, added thereto, and the proceeds of such sale shall be covered into the Treasury.
If two or more sets of said volumes are ordered to the same address, the Secretary of
War shall inform the Senators, Representatives, or Delegates, who have designated
:

the same, who thereupon may designate other libraries, organizations, or individuals.
The Secretary of War shall report to the first session of the Forty-eighth Congress
what volumes of the series heretofore published have not been furnished to such

and individuals.
instance the volumes are sent.”

libraries, organizations,

Ho

shall also inform distributees at
(Ill)

whoso

::
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The publication

will present the records in the following order of

arrangement

The

First Series will

embrace the formal reports, both Union and Con-

federate, of the first seizures of United States property in .the Southern

and of all military operations in the field, with the correspondand returns relating specially thereto, and, as proposed, is
to be accompanied by an Atlas.
In this series the reports will be arranged according to the campaigns
and several theaters of operations (in the chronological order of the
events), and the Union reports of any event will, as a rule, be imme.
diately followed by the Confederate accounts. The correspondence, &c.,
not embraced in the ‘‘reports ” proper will follow (first Union and next'
States,

ence, orders,

Confederate) in chronological order.
The Second Series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and
returns. Union and Confederate, relating to prisoners of war, and (so
far as the

military authorities were concerned) to State or political

prisoners.

The Third Series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and
returns of the Union authorities (embracing their correspondence with
the Confederate officials) not relating specially to the subjects of the
first

and second

series.

It will set forth the

annual and special reports

of the Secretary of War, of the General-in-Chief, and of the chiefs of
the several staff corps and departments; the calls for troops, and the

correspondence between the National and the several State authorities.
The Fourth Series will exhibit the correspondence, orders, reports, and
returns of the Confederate authorities, similar to that indicated for the
Union officials, as of the third series, but excluding the correspondence
between the Union and Confederate authorities given in that series.
EOBEKT N. SCOTT,
Major Third Art, and 'Bvt, Lieut. Col.

War

Department, August

23, 1880.

Approved

ALEX. EAMSEY,
Secretary of War.
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from Centreville to Bristoe Station and Warrenton

Junction, Va.
26, 1862.

26-27, 1862.

— Skirmish near Catlett’s Station, Va.
— Expedition from Point Pleasant to

Buffalo,

W.

Va.,

and

skir-

mish.

— Reconnaissance from Harper’s Ferry toward Charlestown, W. Va.
— Skirmish at Standing Stone, W. Va.
29, 1862, — Maj. Gen. John F. Reynolds, U. S. Army, assumes command of the
27, 1862.
28, 1862.

First

30,

Oct.

1,

1-

2,

2-

4,

4,

Army

Corps.

Expedition from Centreville to Warrenton and Buckland Mills,
Va.
1862.— Skirmish near Glenville, W. Va.
1862.
Reconnaissance from Sharpshurg, Md., to Shepherdstown and
Martinshurg, W. V a., and skirmishes en route.
1862.
Reconnaissance from Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., to Leesburg, Va.
1862.
Operations at Blue’s Gap (or Hanging Rock), Little Cacapon
Bridge, and Paw Paw Tunnel, W. Va.
1862.
Reconnaissance from Conrad’s Ferry, Potomac River, into Vir-

—

—
—

—

ginia.

4-

6,

6,

—Reconnaissance from Loudoun Heights to Neersville and Hillsborough, Va.
1862. — Reconnaissance from Bolivar Heights toward Charlestown, W. Va.
1862.

Skirmish at Big Birch, W. Va.
Gen. Darius N. Couch, U.

—Maj.

7, 1862.

Edwin V. Sumner
8,

816-

9,

in

command

S.

Army, supersedes Maj. Gen.

of the Second

Army

Corps.

1862.

—Brig. Gen. Orlando B. Willcox, U. S. Army, supersedes Brig. Gen.

1862.

Jacob D. Cox in command of the Ninth Army Corps.
Reconnaissance from Conrad’s Ferry to Leesburg, Va.
Reconnaissance from Fairfax Court-House to Aldie, Va., and skir-

—

mish.

— Skirmish at Four Locks, Md.
9- 12, 1862. — Stuart’s expedition into Maryland and Pennsylvania.
17- 13, 1862. — Major-General Burnside, U. S. Army, assigned to command of the
9,

1862.

Defenses of tiarper’s Ferry, W. Va.
Maj. Gen. Jacob D. Cox, U. S. Army, assumes command of the District of Western Virginia.
Operations about Paris, Snickersville, and Middleburg, Va.
Brig. Gen. John Echols, C. S. Army, supersedes Maj. Gen. William
W. Loring in command of the Department of Western Virginia.
Reconnaissance from Harper’s Ferry to Kearneysville, W. Va.

16, 1862.

—
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20, 1862. —
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21, 1862.

—
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— Skirmish near Snickersville, Va.
24, 1862. — Skirmishes at Manassas Junction and near Bristoe Station, Va.
22, 1862.

—
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10, 18G2.

— Operations

in
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Loudoun, Fauquier, and Rappahannock

Counties, Va.

1862.—Maj. Gen. Samuel P. Heintzelman, U. S. Army, supersedes MajorGeneral Banks in command of the Defenses of Washington.
Capture of Conlederate pickets opposite Williamsport, Md.
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Skirmish near Petersburg, W. Ya.
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9Skirmish at Martinsburg, W. Va.
Major-General Burnside supersedes Major-General McClellan in
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command of the Army of the Potomaq.
Imboden’s expedition from Hardy into Tucker County, W. Va.,
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27,
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—
—

and capture of Saint George.
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— Reconnaissance from Bolivar Heights to

Rippon, W. Va.
Skirmish at Fredericksburg, Va.
Skirmish on the South Fork of the Potomac, W. Va.
Expedition into Greenbrier County, W. Va.
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John Porter in command of the Fifth Army Corps.
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Skirmish at Waterloo, Va.
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GtEnSTERA-L KEI?OR,TS.*
No.
No.
No.

No.
No.

— Maj.

Gen. Henry W. Halleck, U. S. Army, General-in-Chief, of o^mrations
September 3- October 24.
2.— Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan, U. S. Army, commanding the Army of the
Potomac, of operations August 14-NoveDiber 9.
3.
Brig. Gen. Rufus Ingalls, Chief Quartermaster, Army of the Potomac, of
operations of the Quartermaster’s Department September 2-November 9,
Avith annual report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1863.
4. — Surg. Jonathan Letterman, U. S. Army, Medical Director, Army of tlie Potomac, of the operations of the Medical Department September 2-November 7.
5.
Maj. Albert J. Myer, U. S. Army, Chief Signal Officer, of oi)erations August
1.

—

—

30-Sox)tember 20.
**

See also report of Col. Henry F. Clarke, U. S. Army, Commissary of Subsistence^
I, Vol. XI, Part I, pp. 166-177.

Series

4

OPERATIONS IN

No.

N. VA.,

W. VA., MD., AND PA.

— Capt. B. F. Fislier, Acting Signal Officer,

6.

U.

S.
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Army, of operations Septem-

ber 4-30.

7.— Capt. Paul Babcock, Seventh New Jersey Infantry, Acting Signal Officer,U. S. Army, of operations October 17-November 6.
No. 8. First Lieut. Peter A. Taylor, Forty-ninth New York Infantry, Acting Signal
Officer, U. S. Army, of operations September 11-30.
No. 9. Lieut. J. Gloskoski, Twenty-ninth New York Infantry, Acting Signal
Officer, U. S. Army, of operations September 16-November 29.
No. 10. General Robert E. Lee, C. S. Army, commanding Army of Northern Virginia,
of operations September 2-November 15.
No.

—

—

—

No.

11.

—Extracts
Army

from journal of Lieut. Col. E. P. Alexander, Chief of Ordnance,

of Northern Virginia, October

No.

1-November

15.

1.

Report of Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleclcj U, 8. Army^ Gencral4n- Chief of
operations September ^-October 24.

Headquarters of the Army,
Washington, D. C., November 25, 1862.
In compliance with yonr orders, I have the honor to submit the
following report of military operations since the 23d of July last, when,
in compliance with the President’s order of July 11, I assumed com-

Sir

mand

:

****###
of the

Army as

General-in-Ghief.*

Seeing that an attack upon Washington would nowf be futile, Lee
])ushed his main army across the Potomac for a raid into Maryland and
Pennsylvania. General McClellan was directed to pursue him with all
the troops which were not required for the defense of Washington.
Several corps were immediately thrown out in observation at Darnestown, Ivockville, and Leesborough, and most of his army was in motion
by the 5th of September.
portion of it entered Frederick on the 12 th.
As this campaign was to be carried on within the department commanded by ^lajor-General Wool, I directed General McClellan to assume control of all troops within his reach, without regard to departmental lines. The garrisons of Winchester and Martinsburg had been
Avithdrawn to Harper’s Ferry, and the commanding officer of that post
had been advised by my chief of staff to mainly confine his defense, in
case he was attacked by superior forces, to the position of Maryland
Heights, which could have been held a long time against overwhelming
numbers. To withdraw him entirely from that position, with the great
body of Lee’s forces between him and our army, would not only expose
the garrison to capture, but all the artillery and stores collected at that
place must either be destroyed or left to the enemy. The only feasible
plan was for him to hold his position until General McClellan could relieve him or open a communication so that he could evacuate it in safety.

A

These Auews were communicated both to General McClellan and to
Colonel Miles.
The left of General McClellan’s army pursued a part of the enemy’s
forces to the South Mountain, where, on the 14th, he made a stand.
severe battle eiisued, the enemy being defeated and driven from his
position with heavy loss. Lee’s army then fell back behind Antietam

A

*
t

Portion bere omitted

September

3,

is

printed in Series

I,

Vol. XII, Part

II,

pp. 4-12.
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its mouth, and took a position admirably
suited for defense. Our army attacked him on the IGth, and a hotly
contested battle was fought on that and the ensuing day, which resulted in the defeat of the rebel forces. On the night of the 17th our
troops slept on the field which they had so bravely won. On the 18th
neither party renewed the attack, and in the night of the 18th and 19th
General Lee withdrew his army to the south side of the Potomac.
Our loss in the several battles on South Mountain and at Antietam
was 1,742 killed, 8,066 wounded, and 913 missing, making a total of
General McClellan estimates the enemy’s loss at nearly 30,000,
10,721.*
but their own accounts give their loss at about 14,000 in killed and

Creek, a few Diiles above

Avounded.'

On the approach of the enemy to Harper’s Ferry, the ofQcer in command on Maryland Heights destroyed his artillery and abandoned his
post, and on the 15th Colonel Miles surrendered Harper’s Ferry with
only a slight resistance and within hearing of the guns of General McAs this whole matter has been investigated and reClellan’s army.
ported upon by a military commission,! it is unnecessary for me to discuss the disgraceful surrender of the post and army under Colonel

command.

Miles’

General McClellan’s preliminary report of his operations in Maryland,
including the battles of South Mountain and Antietam, is submitted
herewith, marked Exhibit No. 4.f No reports of his subordinate officers have been submitted.
From the 17th of September till the 26th of October General McCleL
Ian’s main army remained on the north bank of the Potomac, in the
The long inactivity of
vicinity of Sharpsburg and Harper’s Ferry.
so large an army in the face of a defeated foe, and during the most
favorable season for rapid movements and a vigorous campaign, tvas a
matter of great disappointment and regret. Your letter of the 27th and
my reply of the 28th of October in regard to the alleged causes of this
unfortunate delay, I submit herewith, marked Exhibit No. 5.
In reply to the telegrai)hic order of the 6th of October, quoted in my
letter of the 28th, above referred to. General McClellan disapproA^ed of
the plan of crossing the Potomac south of the Blue Kidge, and said that
he would cross at Harper’s Ferry and advance upon Winchester. He,
hoAvever, did not begin to cross till the 26th of October, and then at
Berlin.
This passage occupied seA^eral days, and was completed about
the 3d of November. What caused him to change his AdeAvs, or what
his plan of campaign was, I am ignorant, for about this time he ceased
to communicate Avith me in regard to his operations, sending his reports
directly to the President.
On the 5th instant I received the AAudtten order of the President relieving General McClellan and pl^?cing General Burnside in command
of the Army of the Potomac. This order Avas transmitted by a special
messenger, Avho delivered it to General McClellan at Eectortown on

*******

the 7th

§.

It is seen from this brief summary of military operations during the
last three or four months, that while our soldiers have generally fought

*But

see revised statement, Maryland Cami)aigu, pi>. 183-204.
See p. .^49.
t See No. 2, report of October 15, 1862, p. 24.
^ Portion here oinitted relates to operations in Kentncky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, North and Sontli Cjuolina, and Tennessee.
t
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with bravery and gained many important battles, these victories havenot produced the usual results. In many instances the defeated foe was
not followed from the battle-field, and even where a pursuit was attempted, it almost invariably failed to effect the capture or destruction
of any part of the retreating army. This is a matter which requires
serious and careful consideration.
victorious army is supposed to be
in condition to pursue its defeated foe with advantage, and during such
pursuit to do him serious if not fatal injury. This result has usually
been attained in other countries. Is there any reason why it should not
be expected in this ?
It is easily understood that in a country like that between Yorktown
and Richmond, or the thickly- wooded swami^s of Mississippi and Louisiana, a retreating force, by felling trees across the roads and destroying bridges over deep and marshy streams, can effectually prevent
any rapid pursuit. The one in a few minutes blocks up or destroys
roads which the other cannot clear or repair for hours, or even days.
The pursuer has very little hope of overtaking his flying foe. But
this reasoning is not applicable to Maryland and the greater part of
Virginia, Kentucky, and Middle Tennessee. It must be admitted that
in these theaters of war the rebel armies have exhibited much more
mobility and activity than our own. Kot only do they outmarch- us,
both in advance and retreat, but on two memorable occasions their
cavalry have made with impunity the entire circuit of the Army of
the Potomac. If it be true that the success of an army depends upon
its “ arms and its legs,” ours has shown itself deficient in the latter of
these essential requisites. This defect has been attributed to our enormous baggage and supply trains, and to a want of training in making
marches.
There is no doubt that the baggage trains of our armies have been
excessively large. Every i^ossible effort has been made within the last
few weeks to reduce them, buf this is no easy task. Once accustomed
to a certain amount of transportation, an army is unwilling to do without the luxuries which it supplies in the field. By the recent increase
of the army ration, which was i)reviously larger than in any other
country, a considerable amount of transportation is employed in moving i)ro visions and supplies which are not necessary for the subsistence
of the soldiers.
An examination of the returns of the Quartermaster-General a few
days since developed the fact that the Army of the Potomac, including
the troops around Washington, most of which are without field trains,
had 54,000 animals, and that 9,000 of these were emplo;fed in transporting ambulances and hospital stores. In addition to all this, the roads,
streets, and wharves are encumbered with private vehicles used for the
transportation of sutler’s stores. Ifo matter how large the main body
of an army may be, it can never move rapidly with such a mass of impedimenta, and yet speculative projects are almost daily urged on the
War Department to increase the immobility of our armies in the field.
Again, our troops, especially those in the East, have been very little
accustomed to marching at least to that kind of marching usually
required by active operations in the field.
Absenteeism is one of the most serious evils in all our armies. Hundreds of officers and thousands of men are almost continually away
from their commands. Many of these are really stragglers and deserters.
In regard to officers, the evil is being abated by summary dismissals,
and if the law could be stringently enforced against the men, it would
soon put an end to desertions. But straggling on the march and in

A

—

i

:

:
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be prevented only by severe and summary punishment inon the spot.
In this and many other important particulars our military laws require revision and amendment. They were mostly enacted for a small
army and for times of peace, and are unsuited to the government of the
army we now have and the war in which we are now engaged.
Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. W. HALLEGK,

battle can
flicted

General-in- Chief.

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War.
[Exhibit No.

5.]

War
Washington
Major-General

General

Halleck,

Department,

City^ October 27, 1862.

General-in-Chief

has been publicly stated that the army under General
McClellan has been unable to move during the fine weather of this fall
:

It

for want of shoes, clothing, and other supplies.
to this Department ui)on the following points :

You

will please report

1st. To whom and in what manner the requisitions for supplies to the
army under General McClellan have been made since you assumed
command as General-in-Chief, and whether any requisition for suiqilies
of any kind has since that time been made upon the Secretary of War
or communication had with him except through you.
2d. If you, as General-in-Chief, have taken pains to ascertain the condition of the army in respect to supplies of shoes, clothiug, arms, and
other necessaries, and whether there has been any neglect or delay by
any Department or bureau in filling the requisitions for supplies, and
what has been and is the condition of that army as compared with other

armies in respect to supplies.
3d. At what date after the battle of Antietam the orders to advance
against the enemy were given to General McClellan, and how often have
.they been rei^eated.
4th. AVhether, in your opinion, there has been any want in the army
under General McClellan of shoes, clothing, arms, or other equipments
or supplies that ought to have x>revented its advance against the enemy
when the order was given.
5th. How long was it after the orders to advance were given to General McClellan before he informed you that any shoes or clothing were
wanted in his army, and what are his means of promptly communicating
the wants of the army to you or to the i)roper bureaus of the War De-

partment !
Yours, truly,

ED WEST

M.

STANTON,
Secretary of War.

Washington,

October 28, 1862.

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War:
Sir In reply to the several interrogatories contained in your letter
of yesterday, 1 have to report
1st. That requisitions for supplies to the army under General McClellan are made by his staff officers on the chiefs of bureaus here that is,
for quartermaster supplies, by his chief quartermaster on the Quartermaster-General for commissary supplies, by his chief commissary on
the Commissary-General, &c. No snch requisitions have been, to my
:

—

;
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knowledge, made upon the Secretary of War, and none upon the General-in-Ohief.
2d.
several occasions General McClellan has telegraphed to me that
his army was deficient in certain supplies. All these telegrams were
immediately referred to the heads of bureaus, with orders to report. It
was ascertained that in every instance the requisitions had been imme-

On

diately filled except one, where the Quartermaster- General had been
obliged to send from Philadelphia certain articles of clothing, tents, &c.,
not having a full supply here.
There has not been, so far as I could ascertain, any neglect or delay
in any Department or bureau in issuing all supplies asked for by General McClellan or by the officers of his staff. Delays have occasionally
occurred in forwarding supplies by rail on account of the crowded
condition of the depots or of a want of cars, but, whenever notified of
this, agents have been sent out to remove the difficulty.
Under the
excellent superintendence of General Haupt, I think these delays have
been less frequent and of shorter duration than is usual with freight
trains.
Any army of the size of that under General McClellan will
frequently be for some days without the supplies asked for, on account
of neglect in making timely requisitions and unavoidable delays in forwarding them and in distributing them to the different brigades and
regiments. From all the information I can obtain, I am of opinion that
the requisitions from that army have been filled more promptly, and that
the men, as a general rule, have been better supplied than our armies
operating in the West. The latter have operated at much greater distances from the sources of supply, and have had far less facilities for
transportation. In fine, I believe that no armies in the world while in
campaign have been more promptly or better supplied than ours.
3d. Soon after the battle of Antietam, General McClellan was urged
to give me information of his intended movements, in order that if he

moved between the enemy and Washington, re-enforcements could be
sent from this place. On the 1st of October,'^ finding that he purposed
to operate from Hariier’s Ferry, I urged him to cross the river at once
and give battle to the enemy, pointing out to him the disadvantages of
delaying till the autumn rains had swollen the Potomac and impaired
the roads. On the 6th of October * he was peremptorily ordered to cross
Your
the Potomac and give battle to the enemy, or drive him south.
army must move now, while the roads are good.’^ It will be observed
that three weeks have elapsed since this order was given.
4th. In my opinion there has been no such want of supplies in the
army under General McClellan as to prevent his compliance with the
orders to advance against the enemy. Had he moved to the south side
of the Potomac, he could have received his supplies almost as readily as
by remaining inactive on the north side.
5th. On the 7th of October, in a telegram in regard to his intended
movements. General McClellan stated that it would require at least
that they
three days to supply the First, Fifth, and Sixth Corps
needed shoes and other indispensable articles of clothing, as well as
Uo complaint was made that any requisitions had not
shelter-tents.
been filled, and it was inferred from his language that he was only
waiting for the distribution of his supplies.
On the Jlth he telegraphed that a iiortion of his supplies sent by rail
had been delayed. As already stated, agents were immediately sent
from here to investigate this complaint, and they reported that every;

See Addenda to this report,

p. 10.
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On the same date (the lltli), lie spoke of mnny
tiling? luid gone forw«T.rd.
of his horses being broken down by fatigue.
On the 12th he coinjilained that the rate of snp])ly was only 150
horses per week for the entire army there and in front of Washington.
I immediately directed the Quartermaster-General to impiire into tliis
matter, and to report wby a larger supply was not furnished. General
Meigs reported on the 14th that the average issue of horses to General
McClellands army in the field and in front of Washington for the ])revious six weeks had been 1,450 per week, or 8,754 in all; in addition,
that large numbers of mules had been supplied, and that the nundier
of animals with General McClellan’s army on the Upper Totomac was
over 31,000. He also reported that he was then sending to that army
all the horses he could procure.
On the 18th, General McClellan stated, in regard to General Meigs’
report that he had filled every requisition for shoes and clothing
General Meigs may liave ordered these articles to he forwarded, hut they have not
reached our depots, and unless greater effort to insure prompt transmission is made
hy the department of which General Meigs is the head, they might as well remain in
New York or Philadelphia so far as this army is concerned.
I immediately called General Meigs’ attention to this apparent neglect
of his department. On the 25th he reported, as the result of his investigation, that 48,000 pairs of boots and shoes had been received by the
quartermaster of General McClellan’s army at Harj^er’s Ferry, Frederick, and Hagerstown
that 20,000 pairs were at Harper’s Ferry depot
on the 21st that 10,000 more were on their way, and 15,000 more ordered. Colonel Ingalls, aide-de-camp and chief quartermaster to General McClellan, telegraphed on the 25th:
;

;

The suffering for want of clothing is exaggerated, I think, and certainly might have
been avoided by timely requisitions of regimental and brigade commanders.

On

the 24th he telegraphed to the Quartermaster-General that

The clothing was not detained in cars at the depots. Such complaints are groundThe fact is, the clothing arrives and is issued, but more is still wanted. I have
less.
ordered more than would seem necessary from any data furnished me, and I beg to
remind you that you have alwaj^'S very promptly met all my iHMpiisitious as far as
clothing is concerned. Our department is not at fault. It provides as soon as duo
notice is given. I foresee no time when any army of over 100,000 men will not call
for clothing

and other

articles.

lu regard to General McClellan’s means of promptly communicating
the wants of his army to me or to the proper bureaus of the War Department, I report that in addition to the ordinary mails he has been in
hourly communication with Washington by telegraph.
It is due to General Meigs that I should submit herewith a copy of
a telegram received by him from General McClellan.
Very respectfully, vour obedient servant,

H.

W. HALLECK,
Genera l-in- Chief.

[Inclosure.]

General McClellan’s Headquarters,
October 22, 1802

Brigadier-General

Meigs

—0.40 p. m.

:

Your dispatch of this date is received. I have never intended in any
letter or dispatch to make any accusation against yourself or your department for not furnishing or forwarding clothing as rapidly as it was
possible for you to do. I believe that everything has been done that
could be done in this respect both by yourself and department. The

:
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idea that I have tried to couvej’' was that certain portions of the comwithout clothing, and the army could not move until it was
supplied.
GEO. B. McClellan,
Major-General.

mand were

[Addenda.]

McClellan’s Headquarters,
1862

—

11 a. m. (Eeceived 11.55 a. m.)
Major-General Halleck, General-in-Chief
I take it for granted that we will hereafter hold Harper’s Eerry as a
permanent arrangement whatever line of oi)erations may be adopted
for the main army.
In this event, a permanent and reliable bridge is
needed there across the Shenandoah. Mr. Eoebling can build a doubletrack suspension bridge on the existing piers in three or four weeks.
The wire is now in possession of the Government, and the cost will be
some $5,000 besides the wire. No pontoon nor trestle bridge can be
made to resist the freshets. I ask authority to have this work undertaken at once. I would also renew the recommendation that a permanent wagon-bridge be made across the Potomac at Harper’s Ferry.
This without reference to the further operations of the main army, but
simply as a necessity for the proper defense of Harper’s Ferry itself.

October

1,

GEO.

B. .McClellan,
Major- General^ Comniandinc).

Washington, D. C., October 1, 1862.
Major-General McClellan
Your telegram of to-day in relation to the building of bridges at
Harper’s Ferry is received. If you adhere to that place as your base,
why not cross at once and give battle to the enemy*? Unless I am
greatly deceived in regard to the enemy’s numbers, this can be done
now while the river is low. If jou wait till the river rises, the roads
I still adhere to
will be such as to greatly impede your operations.
the opinion formerly expressed, that, holding Maryland Heights in force,
your army should cross below and compel the enemy to fall back or to
give you battle. If he should recross into Maryland or move west, you
will then be in his rear, and can be strongly re-enforced from Washington.
I know that the Government does not contemplate the delay in
your movements for the length of time required to build permanent
bridges. I therefore cannot order them till your dispatch has been laid
before the War Department and the President. The latter will be with
you to-day, and you can consult him there.
H. W. HALLECK,
:

General-in- Chief.

Washington, D.
Major-General

McClellan

C., October 6, 1862.

:

The President directs
I am instructed to telegraph you as follows
that you cross the Potomac and give battle to the enemy or drive him
Your army must move now while the roads are good. If you
soutli.
cross the river between the enemy and Washington, and cover the latter
by your line of operations, you can be re-enforced with 30,000 men. If
:
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you move up the Valley of the Shenandoah, not more than 12,000 or
15,000 can be sent to you. The President advises the interior line, between Washington and the enemy, but does not order

it.

He

is

very

desirous that your army move as soon as possible. You will immediately report what line you adopt and when you intend to eross the river j
It is necessary
also to what point the re-enforcements are to be sent.
that the plan of your operations be positively determined on before
orders are given for building bridges and repairing railroads.
I am directed to add that the Secretary of War and the General-inChief fully eoncur with the President in these instructions.

H.

W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief.

Near Siiarpsburg,

October

7,

18G2

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in-Chief U. S. Army

,

—1

p.

m.

Md.,
(Keceived 2.30 p. m.)

:

After a full consultation with the corps commanders in my vicinity, I
have determined to adoi)t the line of the Shenandoah for immediate
operations against the enemy, now near Winchester. On no other line
north of Washington can the army be supplied, nor can it on any other
cover Maryland and Pennsylvania. Were we to cross the river below
the mouth of the Shenandoah, we would leave it in the power of the
enemy to recross into Marjdand, and thus check the movements. In the
same case we would voluntarily give him the advantage of the strong
line of the Shenandoah, no point of which could be reached by us in advance of him. I see no objective i^oint of strategical value to be gained
or sought for by a movement between the Shenandoah and Washington.
I wish to state distinctly that I do not regard the line of the
Slienandoah Valley as important for ulterior objects. It is important
only so long as the enemy remains near Winchester, and we cannot follow that line far beyond that point, simply because the country is destitute of supi)lies, and we have not sufficient means of transportation to
enable us to advance more than 20 or 25 miles beyond a railway or
canal terminus. If the enemy abandon Winchester and fall back upon
Staunton, it will be impossible for us to pursue him by that route, and
we must then take a new line of operations, based upon water or railway communication. The only possible object to be gained by an advance from this vicinity is to fight the enemy near Winchester. If they
retreat we have nothing to gain by pursuing them in fact, cannot do
so to any great distance. The objects I propose to myself are to fight
the enemy if they remain near Winchester, or, failing in that, to force
them to abandon the Valley of the Shenandoah; then to adopt a new
and decisive line of operations which shall strike at the heart of the

—

rebellion.
I have taken all possible

measures to insure the most iirompt equiptroops, but from all that I can learn it will be at least three
days before the First, Fifth, and Sixth Corps are in condition to move
from their present camps. They need shoes and other indispensable
articles of clothing, as well as shelter-tents, &c.
I beg to assure you
that not an hour shall be lost in carrying your instructions into effect.
Please send the re- enforcements to Harper’s Ferry. I would prefer that
the new regiments be sent as regiments, not brigaded, unless already
done so with old troops. I would again ask for Peck’s division, and.

ment of the

•
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Heiutzelman’s corps. If the enemy gives fight near Winchester it will be a desperate affair, requiring all our resources. I hope
that no time will be lost in sending forward the re-enforcements, that I
may get them in hand as soon as possible.
GEO. B. McClellan,
Major-General, Commanding Army of the Fotomac.
if possible,

Headquaetees Aemy of the Potomac,

*******
Knoxville, Octoher 11, 1862

Major-General

—9

a.

m.

(Received 2.30 p. m.)

Halleck:*

We have been

making every effort to get supplies of clothing for this
army, and Colonel Ingalls has received advices that they have been forwarded by railroad, but owing to bad management on the roads, or from
some other cause, they come in very slowly, and it will take a much
longer time than was anticipated to get articles that are absolutely indispensable to the army unless the railroad managers forward supplies
more

rapidly.

B. McClellan,
Major- General, Conmianding.

GEO.

Headquaetees Aemy of the Potomac,

—

Octoher 11, 1862 3.30 p. m.
Maj. Gen. 11. W. Halleck:
I am compelled again to call your attention to the great deficiency of
shoes and other indispensable articles of clothing that still exists in some
of the corps of this army. Upon assurances of the chief quartermaster,
wLo based his calculations upon information received from Washington
that clothing would be forwarded at certain times, corps commanders
sent their wagons to Hagerstown and Harper’s Ferry for it. It did not
arrive as promised, and has not yet arrived.
Unless some measures are taken to insure the prompt forwarding of
these supplies, there will necessarily be a corresponding delay in getting
the army ready to move, as the men cannot march without shoes. Everything has been done that can be done at these headquarters to accomplish the desired result.
GEO. B. McClellan,
Major- General, Commanding.
[Indorsements.]

OCTOEEE
The Quartermaster-General

will please read this

H.

12, 1862.

and return

it.

W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief.

—

OCTOBEE

12, 1862
1 p. m.
called for in the way of
clothing from this department, except blankets, had gone forward.
There had been some delays for want of cars at this point. As we had
not 'enough blankets and shelter-tents at -this point, 1 ordered by tele1

was informed yesterday that everything

I'he

whole of

this dispatch is printed

with reports of Stuart’s

raid,

Octoher 9-12.
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^jrapli, a daj^ or two since, 20,000 blankets and a sufficient supply of
shelter-tents to be sent direct from New York to Harper’s Ferry.

All the power of the Baltimore and Ohio Eailroad and of the Cumberland Valley Eailroad has been used, under the direction of BrigadierGeneral Haupt, invested by the Secretary with special and full powers
to do anything necessary to expedite the forwarding of supplies to the
army under General McClellan. It is nearly impossible to supply such
an army, having over 30,000 animals to feed, by means [limited] to two
The canal will be repaired and ready for use in a few days.
railroads.
This,
It was hoped that water could have been admitted to it to-day.
if boats can be found to navigate it, will 'increase the power of this department to forward supplies considerably. I understand, however, that
everything called for has gone forward. What has been intercepted
and destroyed by the rebel cavalry in rear of the army at Chambersburg
and on the railroad I have not yet learned.
Eespectfully,

M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster- General,

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
October 12, 18(12

Majoi -General

Halleck,

—12.45 p. m.

General-in-Chief:

necessary that some energetic measures be taken to
supply the cavalry of this army with remount horses. The present rate
of supply is 150 [ 1,050 *] per week for the entire army here and in front of
Washington. From this number the artillery draw for their batteries.
GEO. B. McClellan,
Major-General, Commanding.
It is absolutely

Executive Mansion,
^Yasllington,

D.

McClellan
My Hear Sir You remember my speaking

Major-General

:

•

C.,

October 13, 1862.

:

to

you of what I called

your overcautiousness. Are you not overcautious when you assume
that you cannot do what the enemy is constantly doing
Should you
not claim to be at least his equal in prowess, and act upon the claim %
As I understand, you telegraphed General Halleck that you cannot
subsist your army at Winchester unless the railroad from Harper’s
Ferry to that point be put in working ordej*. But the enemy does now
subsist his army at Winchester, at a distance nearly twice as great from
railroad transportation as you would have to do, without the railroad
last named.
He now wagons from Culpeper Court-House, which is just
about twice as far as you would have to do from Harper’s Ferry. He
is certainly not more than half as well provided with wagons as you
are.
I certainly should be pleased for you to have the advantage of the
railroad from Harper’s Ferry to Winchester, but it wastes all the remainder of autumn to give it to you, and in fact ignores the question of
time, which cannot and must not be ignored. Again, one of the standard
maxims of war, as you know, is to ‘‘ operate upon the enemy’s communications as much as possible without exposing your own.” You seem
to act as if this applies against you, but cannot apply in your favor.
Change positions with the enemy, and think you not he would break
See McClellan’s report, pp. 77,

78.

;
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your communication with Eichmond within the next twenty-four hours 1
his going into Pennsylvania, hut if he does so in full force,
he gives up his communications to you absolutely, and you have nothing to do but to follow and ruin him. If he does so with less than full
force, fall upon and beat what is left behind all the easier.
Exclusive
of the water-line, you are now nearer Eichmond than the enemy is by
the route that you can and he must take. Why can you not reach
there before him, unless you admit that he is more than your equal on
a march ? His route is the arc of a circle, while yours is the chord.
The roads are as good on yours as on his. You know I desired, but
did not order, you to cross the Potomac below instead of above the
Shenandoah and Blue Eidge. My idea was that this would at once
menace the enemy^s communications, which I would seize if he would

You dread

permit.
If he should

move northward I would follow him closely, holding his
communications. If he should prevent our seizing his communications
and move toward Eichmond, I would press closely to him 5 fight him,
if a favorable opportunity should present, and at least try to beat him
try;” if we never try we
to Eichmond on the inside track. I say
shall never succeed.
If he makes a stand at Winchester, moving neither
north nor south, I would fight him there, on the idea that if we cannot beat him when he bears the wastage of coming to us, we never can
when we bear the wastage of going to him. This proposition is a simple truth, and is too important to be lost sight of for a moment. In
coming to us he tenders us an advantage which we should not waive.
We should not so operate as to merely drive him away. As we must
beat him somewhere or fail finally, we can do it, if at all, easier near to
us than far away. If we cannot beat the enemy where he now is, we
never can, he again being within the intrenchmeuts of Eichmond.
Eecurring to the idea of going to Eichmond on the inside track, tbe
facility of supplying from the side away from the enemy is remarkable,
as it were, by the different spokes of a wheel extending from the hub
toward the rim, and this, whether you move directly by the chord or
on the inside arc, hugging the Blue Eidge more closely. The chordline, as you see, carries you by Aldie, Hay Market, and Fredericksburg
and you see how turnpikes, railroads, and finally the Potomac, by
Aquia Creek, meet you at all points from W^ashington; the same, only
the lines lengthened a little, if you press closer to the Blue Eidge part
of the way.
The gaps through the Blue Eidge I understand to be about the following distances from Harper’s Ferry, to wit Vestal’s, 5 miles Gregory’s,
Manassas, 38 Chester, 45 ; and Thorn13 Snicker’s, 18 Ashby’s,
I should think it preferable to take the route nearest the
ton’s, 53.
enemy, disabling him to make an important move without your knowledge, and compelling him to keep his forces together for dread of you.
The gaps would enable you to attack if you should wish. For a great
part of the way you would be practically between the enemy and both
Washington and Eichmond, enabling us to spare you the greatest number of troops from here. When at length running for Eichmond ahead
of him enables him to move this way, if he does so, turn and attack him
But I think he should be engaged long before such point is
ill the rear.
reached. It is all easy if our troops march as well as the enemy, and it
This letter is in no sense an
is unmanly to say they cannot do it.
:

;

;

;

;

;

order.

Yours, truly,

A. LINCOLN!.

:
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Washington, D. 0., October
McClellan, Commanding, &c.

14, 18G2.

have eaused the matters complained of in your telegrams of the 11th and 12th to be investigated. I am now informed by
the Quartermaster-General that every requisition from you for shoes
and clothing had been filled and the articles forwarded as directed;
that all requisitions for tents and blankets had been filled so far as the
stock on hand here could furnish supplies, and that the deficiency was
ordered to be immediately made up from Philadelphia and ^^^ew York.
There has been no delay that was not unavoidable.
In regard to horses, you say that the present rate of supply is only
150 per week for the entire army here and in front of Washington. I
find from the records that the issues for the last six weeks have been
I inclose a copy of a letter
8,754, making an average per week of 1,459.
of the Quartermaster-General, in answer to my inquiry on this subject.
It is also reported to me that the number of animals with your army
It is believed that your present proportion
in the field is about 31,000.
of cavalry and of animals is much larger than that of any other of our
I

armies.

Very

respectfully, your obedient servant,

H.

W. HALLEOK,
General-in- Chief.

[Inclosure.]

October
Maj. Gen. U.

14, 18G2.

W. Halleck,

Commander -in-Chief Hdqrs. of the Army, Washmgton, I>. C.
I find that in .the month of September there were issued
from this department to the army defending Washington, under com-

General

:

mand

of Major-General McClellan, 4,493 horses; from 1st to 11th October, 3,2G1 horses; total from this department, 7,754 horses.
Colonel
Ingalls, by special authority from this department, i)urchased in Har-

risburg 1,000 horses, which were taken direct to the army near Frederick and Sharpsburg, so that for six weeks the issue has been at the
rate of 1,459 per week.
There remained on hand, on the 11th, 497 serviceable horses, which,
with what have been daily received since, have been issued before this
time.

^

During the first days of September 1,500 horses, not included in the
above, Avere sent out toward Centreville to the army of General Pope
42 of these were lost, and the remainder exchanged for unserviceable
stock not included in the above statement.
There have been issued, therefore, to the army about the Potomac,
since the battles in front of Washington, to replace losses, 9,254 horses.
For transportation, a very large number of mules has been supplied
in addition to the above.
Is there an instance on record of such a drain and destruction of
horses in a country not a desert 1
I was informed by Colonel Ingalls, whose report, though called for,
lias not yet been received, that the number of animals with the army
on the Upper Potomac was over 31,000.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster- General.
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Near Harper’s Ferry,
October IG, 1802—8.30

His Excellency the President

Your

a.

m.

(Eeceivecl 9.30 a. m.)

:

from Colonel Perkins. I sent,
morning, heavy reconnaissances to Charlestown, Leetown, &c. As I hear sharp artillery firing iii that direction, I go to the
front to see what the truth is. This may delay my reply to your letter,
which shall be sent, however, as soon as practicable.
Have not yet received the shoes, &c., necessary for the men, nor have
I any reply from General Halleck in regard to my suggestion as to
sending troops from Washington to guard Lower Potomac from Seneca
Creek, and thus make Stoneman more available.
letter of the 13th just received

at daylight

tliis

B. McClellan,
Major-General, U. S. Army.

GEO.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Camp

in Pleasant Valley, October 17, 18G2.

His Excellency the President:
Sir: Your letter of the 13th instant reached me yesterday morning
by the hands of Colonel Perkins.
I had sent out strong reconnaissances early in the morning in the direction of Charlestown, Leetown, &c., and as sharp artillery fire was
heard, I felt it incumbent to go to the front. I did not leave Charlestown until dark, so that I have been unable to give Your Excellency’s
letter that full and respectful consideration which it merits at my hands.
I do not wish to detain Colonel Perkins beyond this morning’s train;
I therefore think it best to send him back with this simple acknowledgment of the receipt of Your Excellency’s letter. I am not wedded to any
particular plan of operations. I hope to have to-day reliable information as to the position of the enemy, whom I still believe to be between
Bunker Hill and Winchester. I promise you that I will give to your
views the fullest and most unprejudiced consideration, and that it is my
intention to advance the moment my men are shod and my cavalry are
sufficientlj’ renovated to be available.
Your Excellency may be assured that I will not adopt a course which
differs at all from your views without first fully exiilaining my reasons,
and giving you time to issue such instructions as may seem best to you.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
b. McClellan,
Major-General, TJ. 8. Army.

geo:

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
October 18, 18G2.

Major-General Halleck,
Commander-in- Chief, Washington, D. C.:

General Your letter of the 14th instant, inclosing a copy of one
from the Quartermaster- General, has been received.
In this letter you say you are informed by the Quartermaster-General
that every requisition from me for shoes and clothing has been filled and
the articles forwarded as directed. General Meigs may have ordered
these articles to be forwarded, but they have not yet reached our de:

and unless greater effort to insure prompt transmission is made
by the department of which General Meigs is the head, they might' as

pots,

:
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well remaiu in New York or Philadelphia, so far as this army is concerned. I am officially informed by one corps commander that there is
a deficiency of 5,000 pairs of shoes in the amount he called for, and
other commanders are continually making similar complaints. The
soldiers of this army have for some time past been suffering for clothing, and I am constrained to believe it in a great degree owing to the
want of proper action on the part of the Quartermasters Department.
General Meigs states further that the Army of the Potomac has, since
the battles in front of Washington, received 9,254 horses, to replace
losses; and, in this connection, inquires most seriously if there is an
instance on record of such drain and destruction of horses.
When I marched this army from Washington, on the 8th day of
September, it was greatly deficient in cavalry horses, the hard service
to which they had been subjected in front of Washington having rendered about half of them unserviceable. Nearly all the horses that
this army has received since then have been to replace those that were
broken down at that time, but there has not been anything like the
number named by the Quartermaster-General. The following statement furnished at my order by Lieutenant-Golouel Myers, assistant
chief quartermaster, gives the actual number of horses received by
this army since September 8, 1862
Horses from Harrisburg:
By Capt. J. C. Crane, assistant quartermaster, Frederick
By Captain Weeks, assistant quartermaster, Hagerstown
Horses from Washington
By Captain Pitkin, assistant quartermaster. Harper’s Ferry
By Captain Bliss, assistant quartermaster, Harper’s Ferry
By Capt. J. B. Howard, assistant quartermaster, headquarters
Total received
Number stated by Quartermaster-General

732
134
201
498
399

'

1, 964
9,254

•.

Difference

7,290

Prom

this statement it will be seen that the total number of horses
received by this army since the commencement of the present cam])aign is only 1,964
7,290 less than the number given by the Quarter-

—

master-General. Of those delivered very many were totally unfitted
for the service, and should never have been received.
General Pleasonton, [who], commands a cavalry division, says, in a report made
yesterday
The horses now purchased for cavalry service are mueh inferior
and are not suitable for the hard service of cavalry horses.

to those first ob-

tained,

1

am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEO.

B.

McClellan,

3Iajor- General, U. S.

Army.

^

Quartermaster-General’s Office,
Washington
Maj. Gen. n.

City, Octoher 21, 1862.

W. Halle CK,

General-in-Chief, Washington, D.

General

I have the honor to return the letter of General McClellan of the 18th instant, upon the supply of clothing and of horses to the
army under his command.
General McClellan is constrained to believe that suffering for want of
clothing among the soldiers of his command for some time past is in
a great degree owing to the want of proper action on the part of the

2
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Quartermaster’s Department.
He remarks that the QuartermasterGeneral may have ordered the clothing to be forwarded, but that it has
not yet reached the depots of his army, and that unless greater efforts
to insure prompt transmission are made by this department, the articles might as well remain in iNew York or Philadelphia, so far as the

army under

Upon

his

command

is

concerned.

hearing that there was a deficiency of supply of clothing
in that armj^, I made inquiries of those whose duty it was to attend to
this portion of the business of the Quartermaster’s Department, and I
am assured that all the articles of clothing called for by requisition
from General McClellan’s headquarters were not only ordered but had
been shipped on the 14th of October. This department cannot control
the trains upon railroads of which the War Department has not taken
the management into its own hands. Messengers were sent over the
railroads by Colonel Sawtelle, appointed quartermaster, assistant to the
chief quartermaster of the Army of the Potomac, to endeavor to facilitate and hasten the transport of these stores, and Colonel Sawtelle
reported to me that not only had they all been shipped but that
the messengers could find none of them in transitu^ and he concluded
that they must have reached the termini of the railroads in Hagerstown, Frederick, or Harper’s Ferry, with the exception of 51 boxes of
clothing, which it was feared had been captured at Chambersburg by
Stuart’s cavalry. The railroad companies complain that cars are not
unloaded at their destinations, and that their sidings are occupied with
cars which are needed for forwarding supplies. I presume that the
missing articles are in some of these cars, or that they have been unloaded and have not yet reached the particular corps or detachment
for which they are intended.
The Secretary of War gave to General Haupt (and a more capable
man is not to be found) an unlimited authority to do whatever was necessary, in his opinion, to inspire safe and rapid transit over the railroads supplying the army of General McClellan. He has, at the instance of the Quartermaster-General, within a few days directed General Haupt to take possession of the Cumberland Yalley road, against
which the greatest complaints are made, and to run it as a United
States military railroad route, if on inspection this should appear to be
necessary to the public service.
The fact is that no railroad can provide facilities for unloading cars
and transacting the business attending the supply of an army of the
size of General McClellan’s in a short time or in a contracted space.
Sidings, switches, depots, turn-outs do not exist and cannot be laid down
at once for such a traffic. I believe that the railroad companies and the
officers of the Quartermaster’s Department have worked faithfully and
zealously, but too much business has been thrown upon these railroads.
In addition to the stores transported, they have been called upon to
move large bodies of troops, which interfered with the transportation
first

and delivery of

stores.

General Porter informs me that his troops need clothing still. Any
deficiency which may be pointed out will be filled if possible.
General McClellan states that the number of horses received by his
army since tlie commencement of the present campaign is only 1,964,
whidi is several thousands less than reported in my letter of the 14th
October to the Secretary of War. The apparent discrepancy is only
apparent. That letter was a report made upon seeing a dispatch to you
from General McClellan, stating that the arrangements to supply horses
were insufficient that the weekly average issue to the Army of the*
j
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Potomac, including that in front of Washington,” was only 150, which
was not enough to supply waste. That letter stated distinctly that
there had been issued to the “army about the Potomac” since the batthat of these, 1,500 had been
tles in front of Washington 9,254 horses
sent out toward Centreviile to the army of General Pope.
The statement which General McClellan compares with this is a statement of the horses received by assistant quartermasters stationed at
Frederick, Hagerstown, HarpePs Ferry, and at Headquarters of the
Army of the Potomac, from the 8th of vSeptember to the date of the report,
which is only 1,964 horses, 7,290 less than the number given by the Quartermaster-General as issued to the whole army defending Washington
j

from the date of the battles of Bull Eun to the 11th of October.
I have no doubt that bgth statements are correct. They are not
inconsistent. Both depend upon official reports, but reports of very
One is the whole, the other a part only of the
different transactions.
issues.

Upon General McClellan assuming command of the troops for defense
of Washington, he gave orders to the chief quartermaster of the Army
of the Potomac to issue no horses except upon his order. I gave instructions to the chief quartermaster of this depot to issue horses only
as required by this order, that is, to issue them only upon requisitions
approved by General McClellan or by the staff' officers representing
him. Some 11,000 horses have been thus issued, the only exception
authorized by me having been a special issue of 1,000 horses to enable
General Banks^ cavalry to scout and picket the country in front of
Washington at the time Stuart’s cavalry raid made this of urgent importance.
If General McClellan will instruct the officers authorized to approve
requisitions in his name to confine this approval to issues to be made
on the Upper Potomac, all the horses will be sent there till his wants
are fully supplied but if by his authority or in his name they apx)rove
requisitions for the troops in front of Washington, the horses will be
issued to these troops under his direction. The whole 11,000 or 12,000
horses would have been sent to Harper’s Ferry or Frederick had he so
ordered.
In regard to a falling off in the quality of the horses, I can only say
that the horses lately provided have been procured by contracts, and
on specifications and inspection identical with those formerly used,
exceiiting that, finding five-year-old horses liable to distemper and disease, officers providing them have generally been instructed to buy no
horses under six years of age. The demand for horses has been so
great lately that they have been carried off and put to service in many
cases before they recovered from the fatigue and exhaustion of transportation from the country by rail.
The railroads are heavily taxed and transportation has been delayed.
case is reported in which horses remained fifty hours on the cars without food or water, were taken out, issued, and put to immediate service.
The horses were good when shipped, and a few days’ rest and food
would have recruited them, but the exigencies of the service, or perhaps carelessness and ignorance, put them to a test which no horses
could bear.
I do not think that the complaint of General Pleasonton has any
greater foundation than this. The same system of purchase, the same
system of inspection, the same specifications, and a price fixed by
public competition of bidders and contractors, as heretofore, ought to
procure horses of the same quality as of old. The stock is not yet
;

A
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seriously affected by the war consumption. There were 6,000,000 of
horses in the United States in 1860.
As I have learned that General McClellan was of opinion that many
horses could be purchased quickly in the country which he now occupies, 1 have authorized Colonel Ingalls, chief quartermaster of the army
under his command, to purchase 2,000 horses in that neighboiiiood.
Several thousands are ordered here from more distant markets.
General McClellan’s letter blames the Quartermaster’s Department,
of Avhich I am the head. In reply, I have sought only to show that the
department has endeavored to su]iply all the wants of his army, as far
as known, and have stated the measures taken for that end, and my
opinion, from the investigations made, that the greater part if not all
the clothing required is within the lines of his army, and needs only to
be distributed by the force under his command.
The department had the supi)lies on hand, sent them forward, and will
send forward others to replace them if advised of any being lost or
captured. There was no intention in my letter of 14th instant to make
accusations against any one. The statement made to you that only 150
horses had been issued weekly to the Army of the Potomac, including
that in front of Washington, was a mistake which I was obliged to correct when the dispatch was referred to me. It is the duty of this department to provide for the wants of the army, and it is my desire to do so
efficiently, promptly, and abundantly.
I regret that any officer in high command should think that the deI)artment under my direction has failed to do its whole duty; but, while
I cannot admit that he is right in this opinion, I shall gladly avail myself of any suggestions which he or you may have to offer tending to
improve the efficiency of the department and promote that of the army

which so much depends upon it.
There should be no controver.sy or misunderstanding between the
generals and this department, and there shall be none if I can prevent it.
AVhether the efforts of the department are recognized or not, they will
be continued.

The

letter of General McClellan is returned herewith.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster- General,

—

October 22, 1862 2 p. m.
a telegraphic requisition,
I
have
seen
above,
Since
writing
the
P. S.
received to-day from headquarters, for a large quantity of clothing, shoes,
Most of the articles called for will be supplied immeshelter-tents, &c.
diately from this depot; the rest I order by 'telegraph from Philadelphia
and ISiew York, directing special agents to be sent with each shipment.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

—

M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
October 24,

1862—10

p.

m.

(Eeceived October 24, 1862.)

General M. C. Meigs, Quarter master -General:

Your dispatch is received. On the 21st instant 20,000 pairs of
bootees arrived at the Harper’s Ferry depot. Over 7,000 pairs are now
on hand, but are sizes higher than Uo: 9. I asked that the extraordinary

:
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No bootees have
sizes should not be sent 5 they are utterly useless.
arrived since. More than 30,000 pairs have been received altogether,
and over 10,000 pairs are on the way here.
The clothing has uniformly arrived slowly. That ordered to Hagerstown on the 7th did not arrive until long after Stuart^s last raid. It
Such complaints are groundless.
is not detained in cars at the depots.
The fact is, the clothing arrives and is issued, but more is still wanted.
I have ordered more than would seem necessary from any data furnished me, and I beg to remind you that you have always very promptly
met all my requisitions. So far as clothing is concerned, our department is not at fault, and it provides as soon as due notice is given.
I foresee no time when an army of over 100,000 men will not call for
clothing and other articles.

EUFHS INGALLS,
Lieutenmit-Colonelj Aide-de-Gamp,

cOc.

[Indorsement.]

October
Maj. Gen..H.

25,

1862—11.45

a.

m.

W. Halleck:

As directed by the Secretary of War, I have ascertained the date of
the receipt at Harper’s Ferry of the 12,000 bootees about which Colonel
Ingalls telegraphed. He reports that they reached Harper’s Ferry depot on the 21st October 5 that over 30,000 pairs have been received, and
that over 10,000 pairs are on the way there; 116,000 were on hand in
Washington 18th October; 25,000 came that week. The complaint in
regard to large-sized shoes is heard at this office for the first time this
year to-day. Last year the same complaint was made, and orders were
given to prevent the difficulty. The volunteer army appears to use
smaller shoes than the old regular army, by whose experience the distribution of sizes has been regulated.'
Eespectfully,
M. 0. MEIGS,
Quartermaster- General.

War
Washington

Department,

City.,

October 25, 1862.

Brigadier-General Meigs, Quartermaster- General

General

It has been publicly alleged that the army under the
of General McClellan has been unable to move for want of
shoes and other supplies which it is the duty of the Quartermaster’s
Department to furnish. You will please report whether there has been
any failure or neglect to furnish shoes or other supiilies to that army or
meet i)romi)tly any requisition for its supply upon your department.
:

command

Yours, truly,

EDWIN

M.

STANTON,
Secretary of War.

(Similar letter to the Commissary-General of Subsistence.)

(Quartermaster-General’s Oepice,
Washington City, October 25, 1862.
Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War :
Sir I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
this date, stating that it has been publicly alleged that the army under
:
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General McClellan has been unable to move for want of shoes and other
supplies which it is the duty of the Quartermaster’s Department to
furnish, and directing me to report whether there has been any failure
or neglect to furnish shoes or other supplies to that

promptly any requisitions for

army or

to

meet

supply upon this department. Every
requisition for shoes, clothing, and such supplies approved at General
McClellan’s headquarters has been i^romptly met, and the goods have
been forwarded by rail, mostly from this depot, with all possible speed.
Lately special agents have been sent with every shipment to prevent
delay upon the route. The greater part of the supplies were, when
called for, on hand in this depot. Such as were not here have been
ordered by telegraph from the Philadelphia and New York depots and
forwarded.
The requisitions have been very large. Ten days ago I was assured
that every such requisition had been filled and forwarded. Within the
last two days, however, new and large requisitions have been received,
which are being shipped as rapidly as possible.
The supply of clothing, shoes, and other stores to an army of such
size must be continuous, like that of a great city whose population it
equals in number. Were every man well shod and clothed to-day, many
would be in want to-morrow.
The department has not been able instantly to fill all requisitions for
horses.
These requisitions have far exceeded any estimate. Over
13,000 liorses have been issued to the army on the Potomac Kiver since
the 1st of September. The demand continues, and the daily issues are
still very large.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
its

M.

C.

MEIGS,

Quartermaster- General.

Quartermaster-General’s Office,
Washington
Maj. Gen. H.

City, October 25, 18G2.

W. Halleck,

General-in-Chief, Washington, D. C.:

General: As directed by the Secretary of War, I have ascertained
the date of the receipt at Harper’s Ferry of the 12,000 bootees about
which Colonel Ingalls telegraphed. He reports that they reached Harper’s Ferry depot on the 21st October, on which day 20,000 pairs were
received that about 48,000 pairs of boots and shoes had been receiv^ed
at that place, Frederick, and Hagerstown altogether that 10,000 pairs
are now on the way and 15,000 more ordered. On the 18th of October
there were 116,000 pairs on hand in the Washington depot, though
25,000 pairs had been issued in the week ending that day.
The complaint in regard to a surplus of large-sized shoes is heard today at this office for the first time this year. Last year the same complaint was made, and orders were given which removed the difficulty.
The volunteer army appears to use smaller shoes than the old regular army, by whose exi)erience the distribution of sizes has been regu;

;

lated.

Copies of two dispatches from Colonel Ingalls on the subject are
inclosed.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. C. MEIGS,
Quartermaster- General.
'

:
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[Inclosurea.]

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
October 24, 1802

—

10 p. in.
(Received October 24, 1802.)
General M. C. Meigs, Quartermaster- Oeneral
Your dispatch is received. On the 21st instant 12,000 pairs of bootees
arrived at the Harper’s Ferry de])ot. Over 7,000 pairs are now on liand,
but are sizes higher than No. 9. 1 asked that extraordinary sizes sliould
not be sent; they are utterly useless. No bootees have arrived since.
More than 30,000 pairs have been received altogether, and over 10,000
pairs are on the way here.
The clothing has uniformly arrived slowly. That ordered to Hagerstown on the 7th did not arrive until long after Stuart’s last raid. It is
not detained in cars at the depots. Such complaints are groundless.
The fact is, the clothing arrives and is issued, but more is still wanted.
I have ordered more than would seem necessary from any data furnished me, and I beg to remind you that you have always very promptly
met all my requisitions. So far as clothing is concerned, our department is not at fault it provides as soon as due notice is given.
I foresee no time when an army of over 100,000 men will not call for
clothing and other articles.
;

RUFUS INGALLS,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Aide-de-Camp.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,

—

October 25, 1862 1.30 p. m.
(Received October 25, 1862 1.45 p. m.)

General Meigs

—

:

In my dispatch of last night I should have written 20,000 instead of
12,000 bootees received on 21st instant at Harper’s Ferry.
At the
three depots. Harper’s Ferry, Frederick, and Hagerstown, there have
been received about 40,000 pairs bootees and 8,000 pairs of boots altogether. Some 10,000 more are in transitu^ and 15,000 additional ordered.
Clothing will come forward as rapidly as it can be transported and
issued.
By mail I will send detailed statement. The amounts ordered would
seem ample. Of course clothing will be wanted all the time, and can
be provided even on the march.
The suffering for want of clothing is exaggerated, I think, and certainly might have been avoided by timely requisitions of regimental

and brigade commanders.

RUFUS INGALLS,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Aide-de-Camp

^

Chief Quartermaster.

Office Commissary-General of Subsistence,
Washington

City.,

October 25, 1862.

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of War:
Sir In reply to yours of this date,* I have the honor to state that, so
far as is known to this office, there has been no failure nor neglect of
the Subsistence Department to furnish subsistence for the army under
:

See p.

21.
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of General McClellan, and that all requisitions for its subthis department have been promptly met.
With great respect, your most obedient servant,
A. E. SHIEAS,

sistence

on

Major Acting Commissary-General of Subsistence.
^

No.

2.

Reports of Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan^ TI. S. Army., commanding the
Army of the PotomaCj of operations August li-November 9.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
October 15, 18G2.

General

have the honor to submit a preliminary report of the
military operations under my charge since the evacuation of Harrison’s
:

I

Landing.
This measure, directed by the General-in-Chief, was executed successfully, with entire safety to my command and its materiel, between the 14th
and 19th of August. The line of withdrawal selected was that of the
mouth of the Chickahominy, Williamsburg, and Yorktown. Upon this
line the main body of the army with all its trains was moved, Heintzelman’s corps crossing the Chickahominy at Jones’ Bridge and covering by its march the movement of the main column. The passage of
the Lower Chickahominy was effected by means of a bateau bridge
2,000 feet in length. The transfer of the army to Yorktown was completed by the 19th of August. The embarkation of the troops and materiel at Yorktown and Port Monroe was at once commenced, and as
rapidly as the means of transportation admitted everything was sent
forward to Aquia Creek and Alexandria. No mere sketch of an undertaking of such magnitude and yet so delicate a military character will
suffice to do justice.
I must now, however, content myself with a simple notice of it, deferring a full description for my official report of
the campaign before Eichmond, a labor which I propose to undertake
as soon as events will affiord me the necessary time. Justice to the
achievements of the Army of the Potomac and the brave men who composed it requires that the official record of that campaign should be
prepared with more care than circumstances have hitherto permitted
me to bestow uf)on it. The delay will not have been felt as injurious
to the public interest, inasmuch as by frequent reports from time to
time I have kept the I)epartment advised of events as they occurred.
I reached Aquia Creek with my staff on the 24th of August, reported
my arrival, and asked for orders. On the 27th of August I received
from the General-in-Chief permission to proceed to Alexandria, where
I at once fixed my headquarters.
The troops composing the Army of
the Potomac were meanwhile ordered forward to re-enforce the army
under General Pope. So completely was this order carried out that on
the 30th of August I had remaining under my command only a camp
guard of about 100 men. Everything else had been sent to re-enforce
General Pope. In addition, I exhausted all the means at my disposal
to forward supplies to that officer, my own headquarters teams even
being used for that purpose.
Upon the unfortunate issue of that’ campaign, I received an intimation from the General-in-Chief that my services were desired for the pur-
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pose of arranging for the defense of the capital. They were at once
cheerfully given, although while awaiting definite instructions at Alexandria 1 had endeavored, as just seen, to promote a favorable result in
the operations then pending, and had thus contributed, though indirectly,
yet as far as I could, to the defense of Washington. On the 2d of September the formal order of the War Department placed me in command
of the fortifications of Washington “and of all the troops for the defense
of the capital.” On the 1st of September I had been instructed that I had
nothing to do with the troops engaged in active operations under General Pope, but that my command was limited to the immediate garrison
of Washington. On the next day, however, I was verbally instructed by
the President and the General-in-Chief to assume command of General
Pope’s troops (including my own Army of the Potomac) as soon as they
approached the vicinity of Washington to go out and meet them, and to
post them as I deemed best to repulse the enemy and insure the safety
j

of the city.

At this time the task imposed upon me was limited to the dispositions necessary to resist a direct attack of the enemy upon the capital.
Such, indeed, was the danger naturally indicated by the defeat of our
forces in front. The various garrisons were at once strengthened and
put in order, and the troops were disposed to cover all the approaches
New
to the city, and so as to be readily thrown upon threatened points.

defenses were thrown up where deemed necessary. A few days only
had elapsed before comparative security was felt with regard to our
The disappearance of the
ability to resist any attack upon the city.
enemy from the front of Washington and their passage into Maryland
enlarged the sphere of operations, and made an active campaign necessary to cover Baltimore, prevent the invasion of Pennsylvania, and drive
them out of Maryland. Being honored with the charge of this campaign, I entered at once upon the additional duties imposed upon me
with cheerfulness and trust, yet not without feeling the weight of the
responsibilities thus assumed and being deeply impressed with the mag-

nitude of the issues involved.
Having made the necessary arrangements for the defense of the city
in the new condition of things, I pushed forward the Pirst and Ninth
Corps, under Generals Eeno and Hooker, forming the right wing under
General Burnside, to Leesborough on the 5th instant ; thence the First
Corps, by Brookville, Cooksville, and Eidgeville, to Frederick and the
Ninth Corps, by Damascus, on New Market and Frederick. The Second
and Eleventh [Twelfth] Corps, under Generals Sumner and Williams,
on the Cth were moved from Tennally town to Eockville thence, by Middlebrook and Urbana, on Frederick, the Eleventh [Twelfth] Corps
;

,

moving by a

lateral road

between Urbana and

New Market, thus

main-

taining the communication between the center and right wing, as well
as covering the direct route from Frederick to Washington. The Sixth
Corps, under General Franklin, w^as moved to Darnestown on the 6th
instant; thence, by Dawsonville and Barnesville, on Buckeystown, co^^ering the road from the mouth of the Monocacy to Eockville, and being
in position to connect with and support the center should it have been
necessary (as was supposed) to force the line of the Monocacy. Couch’s
division was thrown forward to Olfut’s Cross-Eoads and Poolesville by
the river road, thus covering that approach, watching the fords of the
Potomac, and ultimately following and supporting the Sixth Corps.
The object of these movements was to feel the enemy to compel him
to develop his intentions
at the same time that the troops were in position readily to cover Baltimore or Washington, to attack him should he

—
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hold the line of the Monocacy, or to follow him into Pennsylvania

if

necessary.

On the 12th
brisk skirmish
13th the main
Frederick. In

a portion of the right wing entered Frederick, after a
at the outskirts of the city and in its streets. On the
bodies of the right wing and center passed through
this city the manifestations of Union feeling were abun-

dant and gratifying.

The troops received the most enthusiastic welcome
at the hands, of the inhabitants. On the 13th the advance, consisting
of Pleasonton’s cavalry and horse artillery, after some skirmishing,
cleared the main passage over the Catoctin Hills, leaving no serious
obstruction to the movement of the main body until the base of the
South Mountain range was reached.
While at Frederick, on the 13th, I obtained reliable information of
the movements and intentions of the enemy, which made it clear that
it was necessary to force the passage of the South Mountain range and
gain possession of Boonsborough and Eohrersville before any relief
could be afforded to Harper’s Ferry. On the morning of the 13th I
received a verbal message from Colonel Miles, commanding at Harper’s
Ferry, informing me that on the preceding afternoon the Maryland
Heights had been abandoned, after repelling an attack by the rebels,
and the whole force was concentrated at Harper’s Ferry, the Maryland,
Loudoun, and Bolivar Heights being all in possession of the enemy.
The messenger stated that there was no apparent reason for the abandonment of the Maryland Heights, and that, though Colonel Miles
asked for assistance, he said he could hold out certainly two days. I
directed him to make his way back, if possible, with the information
that I was rapidly approaching and would undoubtedly relieve the
])lace.
By three other couriers I sent the same message, with the order
I do not learn that any of these messengers
to hold out to the last.
succeeded in reaching Harper’s Ferry. I should here state that on the
12th I was directed to assume command of the garrison at Harper’s
Ferry, but this order reached me after all communication with the garrison was cut off. Before I left Washington, while it was yet time, I

recommended

to the proper authorities that the garrison of Harper’s
Ferry should be withdrawn, via Hagerstown, to aid in covering the
Cumberland Valley, or that, taking up the pontoon bridge and obstructing the railroad bridge, it should fall back to the Maryland Heights
and then hold its own to the last. In this position it should have maintained itself for weeks. It was not deemed jiroper to adopt either of

these suggestions, and when the subject was left to my discretion it was
too late to do anything except to try to relieve the garrison.
I directed artillery to be frequently fired by our advance guards, as a
signal to the garrison that relief was at hand. This was done, and I
learn that our firing was distinctly heard at Harper’s Ferry, and that
they were thus made aware that we were approaching rapidly. It was
confidently expected that this place could hold out until we had carried
the mountains and were in a position to make a detachment for its relief.
The left, therefore, was ordered to move through Jefferson to the South
Mountains, at Crampton’s Pass, in front of Burkittsville, while the
center and right moved upon the main or Turner’s Pass, in front of
Middletown. During these movements I had not imposed long marches
on the columns. The absolute necessity of refitting and giving some
little rest to troops worn down by previous long-continued marching and
severe fighting, together with the uncertainty as to the actual position,
strength, and intentions of the enemy, rendered it incumbent upon me
to move slowly and cautiously until the headquarters reached Urbaua,
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first obtained reliable information that the enemy^s object was
move upon Harper’s Ferry and the Cumberland Valley, and not upon

where I
to

Baltimore, Washington, or Gettysburg.
In the absence of the full reports of corps commanders, a simple outline of the brilliant operations which resulted in the carrying of the two
passes through the South Mountains is all that can at this time, with
justice to the troops and commanders engaged, be furnished.
The South Mountain range near Turner’s Pass averages perhaps 1,000
The i)ractifeet in height, and forms a strong natural military barrier.
cable passes are not numerous and are readily defensible, the gaps
abounding in fine positions. Turner’s Pass is the more prominent,
being that by which the NTational road crosses the mountains. It was
necessarily indicated as the route of advance of our main army.
The carrying of Orampton’s Pass, some 5 or 6 miles below, was also
important to furnish the means of reaching the flank of the enemy, and
having, as a lateral movement, direct relations to the attack on the
principal pass, while it at the same time presented the most direct practicable route for the relief of Harper’s Ferry.
Early in the morning of the 14th instant General Pleasonton, with a
cavalry force, reconnoitered the position of the enemy, whom he discovered to occupy the crests of commanding hills in the gap on either
side of the National road and upon advantageous ground in the center
upon and near the road, with artillery bearing upon all the approaches
to their position, whether that by the main road or those by the country
roads which led around up to the crest upon the right and left. At
about 8 o’clock a. m. Cox’s division of Eeno’s corps, a portion of Burnside’s column, in co-operation with the reconnaissance, which by this
time had become an attack, moved up the mountain by the old Shariisburg road to the left of the main road, dividing, as they advanced, into
two columns. These columns (Scammon’s and Crook’s brigades) handsomely carried the enemy’s position on the crest in their front, which
gave us possession of an important point for further operations. Fresh
bodies of the enemy now appearing, Cox’s position, though held stubbornly, became critical, and between 12 and 1 o’clock j). m. Willcox’s
division of Reno’s corps was sent forward by General Burnside to support Cox between 2 and 3 p. m. Sturgis’ division was sent up.
The contest was maintained with perseverance until dark, the enemy
having the advantage as to position and fighting with obstinacy, but
the ground w'on was fully maintained. The loss in killed and wounded
here was considerable on both sides, and it was here that Major-General Reno, who had gone forward to observe the operations of his corps
and to give such directions as were necessary, fell, pierced with a musket
ball.
The loss of this brave and distinguished officer tempered with
sadness the exultations of triumph.
gallant soldier, an able general,
endeared to his troops and associates, his death is felt as an irreparable
misfortune.
About 3 o’clock p. m. Hooker’s corps, of Burnside’s column, moved up
to the right of the main road by a country road, which, bending to the
riglit, then turning up to the left, circuitously wound its way beyond the
crest of the pass to the Mountain House on the main road.
General
Hooker sent Meade, with the division of Pennsylvania Reserves, to attack the eminence to the right of this entrance to the gap, which was
;

A

done most handsomely and successfully.
Patrick’s brigade, of Hatch’s division, was sent one portion up around
tlie road to turn the hill on the left, while the remainder advanced as
skirmishers uj) the hill, and occupied the crest, supported by Double-
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(lay’s and Phelps’ brigades.
The movement, after a sharp contest on
the crest and in the fields in the depression between the crest and the
adjoining hill, was fully successful.
Picketts’ division pressed up the mountain about 5 p. m., arriving at
the crest with the left of his command in time to participate in the closing
scene of the en gagement. Eelieviug Hatch’s division, Ricketts’ remained
on the ground, holding the battle-field during the night. The mountain
sides, thus gallantly passed over by Hooker on the right of the gaj) and
Reno on the left, were steep and difficult in the extreme.
could make
but little use of our artillery, while our troops were subject to a warm
artillery fire as well as to that of infantry in the woods and under cover.
By order of General Burnside, Gibbon’s brigade of Hatch’s division,
late in the afternoon, advanced upon the center of the enemy’s position
on the main road. Deploying his brigade. Gibbon actively engaged a
superior force of the enemy, which, though stubbornly resisting, was
steadily pressed back until some hours after dark, when Gibbon remained in undisturbed possession of the field. He was then relieved by
a brigade of Sedgwick’s division. Finding themselves outflanked both
on the right and the left, the enemy abandoned their position during
the night, leaving their dead and wounded on the field, and hastily retreated down the mountain.
In the engagement at Turner’s Pass our loss was 328 killed and 1,463
that of the enemy is estimated to be, in all,
wounded and missing
about 3,000. Among our wounded I regret to say were Brig. Gen.
J. P. Hatch and other valuable officers.
The carrying of Grampton’s Pass *by Franklin was executed rapidly
and decisively. Slocum’s division was formed upon the right of the road
leading through the gap, Smith’s upon the left.
line formed of Bartlett’s and Torbert’s brigades, supported by Newton, whose activity was
conspicuous, all of Slocum’s division, advanced steadily uiion the enemy at a charge on the right. The enemy were driven from their position at the base of the mountain, where they were protected by a stone
wall, and steadily forced back up the mountain until they reached the
position of their battery, near the road, well up the mountain. Here
they made a stand. They were, however, driven back, retiring their
artillery en echelon^ until, after an action of three hours, the crest was
gained, and the enemy hastily fled down the mountains on the other
On the left of the road Brooks’ and Irwin’s brigades, of Smith’s
side.
division, formed for the protection of Slocum’s flank, charged up the
mountain in the same steady manner, driving the enemy before them
until the crest was carried. The loss in Franklin’s corps was 115 killed,
The enemy’s loss was about the same.
416 wounded, and 2 missing.f
One piece of artillery and four colors were captured, and knapsacks
and even haversacks were abandoned as the enemy were driven up
the hill.
On the morning of the 15th I was informed by Union civilians living
on the other side of the mountains that the enemy were retreating in
the greatest haste and in disordered masses to the river. There was such
a concurrence of testimony on this point that there seemed no doubt as
The hasty retreat of the enem^ ’s forces from the mountain,
to the fact.
and the withdrawal of the remaining troops fro’m between Boonsborough
and Hagerstown to a position where they could resist attack and cover
the Shepherdstown ford and receive the re-enforcements expected from

We

A

But

see revised statement, pp. 184-188, 204.

+
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Harper^s Ferry, were for a time interpreted as evidences of the enemy ^s
disorganization and demoralization.
As soon as it was definitely known that the enemy had abandoned
the mountains, the cavalry and the corps of Sumner, Hooker, and
Mansfield were ordered to imrsue them, via the turnpike and Boonsborough, as promptly as possible. The corps of Burnside and Porter (the
latter having but one weak division present) were ordered fo move by
the old Sharpsburg road, and Franklin to advance into Pleasant Valley, occupy Bohrersville, and to endeavor to relieve Harper’s Ferry.
Burnside and Porter, upon reaching the road from Boonsborough to
Bohrersville, were to re-enforce Franklin or to move on Sharpsburg,
according to circumstances. Franklin moved toward Brownsville and
found there a force, largely superior in lumbers to his own, drawn ut) in
a strong position to receive him. Here the total cessation of firing in
the direction of Harper’s Ferry indicated but too clearly the shameful
and premature surrender of that post.
The cavalry advance overtook a body of the enemy’s cavalry in Boonsborough, which it dispersed after a brief skirmish, killing and wounding many, taking some 250 prisoners and 2 guns.
Bichardson’s division, of Sumner’s corps, passing Boonsborough to
Centreville or Keedysville, found a few miles beyond the town the enemy’s forces displayed in line of battle, strong both in respect to numbers and position, and awaiting attack. P^pon receiving reports of the
disposition of the enemy, I directed all the corps, except that of Franklin, upon Shari^sburg, leaving Franklin to observe and check the enemy in his front and avail himself of any chance that might offer. I
had hoped to come up with the enemy during the 15th in sufficient
force to beat them again and drive them into the river. My instructions were that if the enemy were on the march they were to be at once
attacked if they were found in force and in position, the corps were to
be placed in position for attack, but no attack was to be made until I
reached the front.
On arriving at the front in the afternoon I found but two divisions
Bichardson’s and Sykes’ in position. The rest were halted in the
road, the head of the column some distance in rear of Bichardson.
After a rapid examination of the position, I found that it was too late
to attack that day, and at once directed locations to be selected for our
batteries of position, and indicated the bivouacs for the different corps,
massing them near and on both sides of the Sharpsburg pike. The
corps were not all in their places until the next morning some time
;

—

after sunrise.

On the 16th the enemy had slightly changed their line, and were
posted upon the heights in rear of the Antietam Creek, their left and
center being upon and in front of the road from Sharpsburg to Hagerstown, and protected by woods and irregularities of the ground. Their
extreme left rested upon a wooded eminence near the cross-roads, to
the north of J. Miller’s farm, the distance at this point between the
road and the Potomac, which makes here a great bend to the east, being
about three-fourths of a mile. Their right rested on the hills to the
right of Sharpsburg, near Snavely’s farm, covering the crossing of the
Antietam and the approaches to the town from the southeast. The
ground between their immediate front and the Antietam is undulating.
Hills intervene, Avhose crests in general are commanded by the crests of
others in their rear.
On all favorable i)oints their artillery was posted.
It became evident from the force of the enemy and the strength of their
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position that desperate fighting alone could drive them from the field,
and all felt that a great and terrible battle was at hand.
In proceeding to the narrative of the events of this and the succeeding day, I must here repeat what I have observed in reporting upon the
other subjects of this communication that I attempt in this preliminary report nothing more than a sketch of the main features of this great
engagement, reserving for my official report, based upon the reports of
the corps commanders, that full description of details which shall place
upon record the achievements of individuals and of particular bodies of
troops.
The design was to make the main attack upon the enemy ^s left at
least to create a diversion in favor of the main attack, with the hope of
something more by assailing the enemy^s right and, as soon as one or
both of the flank movements were fully successful, to attack their center with anj^ reserve I might then have on hand.
The morning of the 16th (during which there was considerable artillery firing) was spent in obtaining information as to the ground, rectifying the position of the troops, and perfecting the arrangements for the
attack.
Od the afternoon of the 16th, Hooker’s corps, consisting of Eicketts’
and Doubleday’s divisions, and the Pennsylvania Deserves, under
Meade, was sent across the Antietam Creek, by a ford and bridge to
the right of Keedysville, with orders to attack, and, if possible, turn the
Mansfield, with his corps, was sent in the evening to
enemy’s left.
support Hooker. Arrived in position, Meade’s division of the Pennsylvania Deserves, which was at the head of Hooker’s corps, became engaged in a sharp contest with the enemy, which lasted until after dark,
when it had succeeded in driving in a portion of the opposing line and
At daylight the contest was renewed between
held the ground.
Hooker and the enemy in his front. Hooker’s attack wiis successful
for a time, but masses of the enemy, thrown upon his corps, checked
Mansfield brought up his corps to Hooker’s support, when the two
it.
corps drove the enemy back, the gallant and distinguished veteran
Mansfield losing his life in the effort. General Hooker was, unhappily,
about this time wounded and compelled to leave the field, where his
services had been conspicuous and important. About an hour after
this time, Sumner’s corps, consisting of Sedgwick’s, Dichardson’s, and
French’s divisions, arrived on the field Dichardson’s some time after the
other two, as he was unable to start as soon as they. Sedgwick, on the
right, penetrated the woods in front of Hooker’s and Mansfield’s troops.
French and Dichardson were placed to the left of Sedgwick, thus atCrawford’s and Sedgtacking the enemy toward their left center.
wick’s lines, however, yielded to a destructive fire of masses of the
enemy in the woods, and, suffering greatly (Generals Sedgwick and
CrawWd being among the wounded), their troops fell back in disorder;
they nevertheless rallied in the woods. The enemy’s advance was, however, entirely checked by the destructive fire of our artillery. Franklin, who had been directed the day before to join the main army with
two divisions, arrived on the field from Brownsville about an hour after,
and Smith’s division replaced Sedgwick’s and Crawford’s line. Advancing steadily, it swept over the ground just lost but now permanently retaken. The divisions of French and Dichardson maintained
with considerable loss the exposed positions which they had so gallantly gained, among the wounded being General Dichardson.
The condition of things on the right toward the middle of the after-

—
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noon, notwithstanding the success wrested from the enemy by the stubborn bravery of the troops, was at this time unpromising. Sumner’s,
Hooker’s, and Mansfield’s corps had lost heavily, several general offiI was at one time compelled
cers having been carried from the field.
to draw two brigades from Porter’s corps (the reserve) to strengthen
the right. This left for the reserve the small division of Eegulars, who
had been engaged in supporting during the day the batteries in the
Before I left the right
center, and a single brigade of Morell’s division.
to return to the center, I became satisfied that the line would be held
without these two brigades, and countermanded the order, which was
The effect of Burnside’s movement on the enin course of execution.
emy’s right was to prevent the further massing of their troops on their
left, and we held what we had gained.
.

corps, consisting of Willcox’s, Sturgis’, and Eodman’s
division, was intrusted with the difficult
task of carrying the bridge across the Antietam, near Eohrback’s farm,
and assaulting the enemy’s right, the order having been communicated
to him at 10 o’clock a. m.
The valley of the Antietam at and near this bridge is narrow, with
high banks. On the right of the stream the bank is wooded, and commands the approaches both to the bridge and the ford. The steep
slopes of the bank were lined with rifle-pits and breastworks of rails and
stones. These, together with the woods, were filled with the enemy’s
infantry, while their batteries completely commanded and enfiladed the
bridge and ford and their approaches.

Burnside’s

divisions,

and Cox’s Kanawha

The advance of the troops brought on an obstinate and sanguinary
contest, and, from the great natural advantages of the position, it was
nearly 1 o’clock before the heights on the right bank were carried. At
about 3 o’clock p. m. the corps again advanced, and with success, the
right driving the enemy before it and pushing on nearly to Sharpsburg,
while the left, after a hard encounter, also compelled the enemy to retire
it.
The enemy here, however, were speedily re-enforced, and
with overwhelming masses. Kew batteries of their artillery also were
brought up and opened. It became evident that our force was not
sufficient to enable the advance to reach the town, and the order was
given to retire to the cover of the hill which was taken from the enemy
earlier in the afternoon.
This movement was effected without confusion and the position maintained until the enemy retreated. General
Burnside had sent to me for re-enforcements late in the afternoon, but
the condition of things on the right was not such as to enable me to
afford them.
During the whole day our artillery was everywhere bravely and ably
handled. Indeed, I cannot speak too highly of the efficiency of our
batteries and of the great service they rendered.
On more than one
occasion when our infantry was broken they covered its reformation
and drove back the enemy.
The cavalry had little field for operations during the engagement,
but was employed in supporting the horse-artillery batteries in the
center, and in driving up stragglers, while awaiting opportunity for

before

other service.

under Major Myer, rendered, during the operations
Antietam as well as at South Mountain and during the whole movements of the army, efficient and valuable service. Indeed, byits service
here, as on other fields elsewhere, this corps has gallantly earned its title
to an independent and permanent organization.
Tlie Signal Cori)s,

at
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The duties devolving upon my staff during the action were most important, and the performance of them able and untiring. At a later
day 1 iiropose to bring to the notice of the Department their individual
services.

*

With the day

closed this memorable battle, in which, perhaps, nearly
200,000 men were for fourteen hours engaged in combat.
had
attacked the enemy in position, driven them from their line on one
hank and secured a footing within it on the other. Under the depression of previous reverses we had achieved a victory over an adversary
invested with the prestige of former successes and inflated with a recent
triumph. Our forces slept that night conquerors on a field won by
their valor and covered with the dead and wounded of the enemy.
The night, however, presented serious questions^ morning brought
with it grave responsibilities. To renew the attack again on the 18th
or to defer it, with the chance of the enemy ^s, retirement after a day of
careful and anxious survey
suspense, were the questions before me.
of the condition of my command, and my knowledge of the enemy^s force
and position, failed to impress me with any reasonable certainty of sucview of
cess if I renewed the attack without re-enforcing columns.
the shattered state of some of the corps sufficed to deter me from pressing them into immediate action, and 1 felt that my duty to the army and
the country forbade the risks involved in a hasty movement, which might
result in the loss of what had been gained the previous day. Impelled
by this consideration, I awaited the arrival of my re-enforcements, taking
advantage of the occasion to collect together the dispersed, give rest to
the fatigued, and remove the wounded. Of the re-enforcements, Coucff

We

A

A

division, although marching with commendable rapidity, was not in
position until a late hour in the morning ; and Humphreys’ division of
new troops, fatigued with forced marches, were arriving throughout the
day, but were not available until near its close.* Large re-enforcements from Pennsylvania, which were expected during the day, did not
arrive at all.
During the 18th, orders were given for a renewal of the attack at daylight on the 19th. On the night of the 18th the enemy, after having been
passing troops in the latter part of the day from the Virginia shore to
their position behind Sharpsburg, as seen by our officers, suddenly formed
the design of abandoning their line. This movement they executed before
daylight. Being but a short distance from the river, the evacuation presented but little difficulty. It was, however, rapidly followed up.
reconnaissance was made across the river on the evening of the 19th,
Avhich resulted in ascertaining the near presence of the enemy in some
force and in our capturing six guns.
second reconnaissance, the uext morning, which, with the first, was
made by a small detachment from Porter’s corps, resulted in observing
a heavy force of the enemy there. The detachment withdrew with slight

A
A

loss.

I submit herewith a list of the killed, wounded, and missing in the
engagements of the 14th aud of the 16th and 17th. The enemy’s loss,

believed from the best sources of information to be nearly 30,000.
Their dead were mostly left upon the field, and a large number of
wounded were left behind.
While it gives me pleasure to speak of the gallantry and devotion of
officers and men generally, displayed throughout this conflict, I feel it

is

See Humphreys’ report, p. 373.
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necessary to mention that some officers and men skulked from their
places in the ranks until after the battle was over. Death on the spot
must be hereafter the fate of all such cowards, and the hands of the
military commanders must be strengthened with all the power of the
Government to inflict it summarily.
The early and disgraceful surrender of Harper’s Ferry deprived my
operations of results which would have formed a brilliant sequence to
the substantial and gratifying successes already related. Had the garrison held out twenty-four hours longer, I should in all probability have
captured that part of the enemy’s force engaged in the attack on the
Maryland Heights, while the whole garrison, some 12,000 strong, could
have been drawn to re-enforce me on the day of the decisive battle
certainly on the morning of the 18th. I would thus have been in a posiUnder the same circumstances,
tion to have destroyed the rebel army.
had the besieging force on the Virginia side at Harper’s Ferry not been
withdrawn, I would have had 35,000 or 40,000 less men to encounter at
the Antietam, and must have captured or destroyed all opposed to me.
As it was, I had to engage an army fresh from a recent and to them a
great victory, and to reap the disadvantages of their being freshly and
plentifully supplied with ammunition and supplies.
The object and results of this brief campaign may be summed up as
follows

In the beginning of the month of September the safety of the Nawas seriously endangered by the presence of a victorious
enemy, who soon after crossed into Maryland and then directly threatened Washington and Baltimore, while they occupied the soil of a loyal
State and threatened an invasion of Pennsylvania. The army of the
Union, inferior in numbers, wearied by long marches, deficient in various supplies, worn out by numerous battles, the last of which had not
been successful, first covered by its movements the important cities of
Washington and Baltimore, then boldly attacked the victorious enemy
in their chosen strong position and drove them back, with all their superiority of numbers, into the State of Virginia, thus saving the loyal
States from invasion and rudely dispelling the rebel dreams of carrying
the war into our country and subsisting upon our resources. Thirteen
guns and thirty-nine colors, more than 15,000 stand of small-arms, and
more than 6,000 prisoners were the trophies which attest the success of
our arms.
Eendering thanks to Divine Providence for its blessing upon our
exertions, I close this brief report.
I beg only to add the hope that the
army’s efibrts for the cause in which we are engaged will be deemed worthy to receive the commendation of the Government and the country.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. B. MCCLELLAN,
Major- General^ U. 8. Army.
tional Capital

.

Brig. Gen.

Lorenzo Thomas,
Adjutant- General j
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Tabular Statement of Casualties in the Army of the Potomac in the battles of South Mountain
and Crampton^s Pass, on the lAth of September, 1862.^
»

Officers.

Enlisted men.

Aggregate.
aggregate.j

Command.

5
5
o

nd

<o

<»

ta

a
o

fc'c

05

s

p

a
o

ri

.9
*05

‘S
CO
Grand

^

0

§

.

First Corps, Major-General Hooker:

2d Division
3d Division
Total

1

Sixth Corps, Major-General Franklin
1st Division
2d Division

Ist Division
2d Division
3d Division
4th Division

395
26
299

....

499
35
399

170

720

43

933

114

397
19

2

1

513
20

115

416

2

533

1....

1

13
5

2

6

2

Total

1

1

1

:t

272
112

12

63
9
2
78

30

152

640

'so'

8
248

30

65
10
2
80

285
117

158

670

3.50

’so’

157
10
340

30

858

8
260

Cavalry Brigade, Brigadier-General Pleasonton...

Grand

42

1

1

Total

Ninth Corps, Major-General Burnside

62
9
99

1

443

total

1

75

1,807

325

2,

Official
S.

WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,

Camp near

Sharpsburg, Md., September

Tabular Peport of Casualties in the

Army

29, 1862.

of the Potomac in the battle of Antietam, on the

16th and 17th of September, 1862.

Officers.

Aggregate.

Enlisted men.

aggregate.

TS

Corps and divisions.

4)

ri

A
1
First Corps, Major-General

Hooker

>73

P
P

O

'p

o
P
P
o

®

3

fcio

fcc

'ZS

0
’S

P
P

-2

05

TO
Grand

S

0

M

:

1st Division

98
153
97

2d Division
3d Division
Total

1

.

669
898
449

95
137
23

1,

862
188
569

2,

619

348

2,

016

255

321
203

1, 136
2, 255
1,818

5,

!

Second Corps, Major-General Sumner:
1st Division

2d Division
3d Division

.•

Total
Fifth Corps, Maj. Gen. F. J. Porter

21
2
22

45

24
321
203

212
355
293

1,

1,

860
577
271

1,

900
579
322

3,

708

548

860

3,

801

548

13
7

92
13

1

13
8

94
13

1

1

1

108
22

20

105

2

21

107

2

130

'so'

192
355
272

89

819

2

39

1,

24

209

:

1st DiviainTi

2d Division
Artillery Beserve
Total ...................
*

1
......

For revised statements of

1

losses

2

shown by

this

and the following

183-204.
t

Major-General Reno, temporarily commanding, killed.

tables, see iip.
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of the Potomac in the tattle of Antietam,

Continued.

cfc .

<D

Enlisted men.

Officers.

Aggregate.
bXl

9
(-1

Corps and divisions.

4>

0)

<u

th

73

%

§

PI

u

to
to

73

>73

1

M
u

Missing.

M

CS

3
o

a
a
u

i

Sixth Corps, Major-General Franklin
5
65

58
277

2
31

65
373

70

335

33

438

Ninth Corps, Major-General Burnside
1st Division.

.............

Divisinn
3d Division
4th Division
9.i\

Total

2
7
8
5

29
40
7

44
121
212
33

22

96

410

9
6

35
26

20

264
493
743
145

7
20
70
23

46
128
220
38

284
522
783
152

7
20
70
23

337
670
1,073
213

645

120

432

1,741

120

2,293

151
107

827
481

54
30

160
113

15

1

1

862
507
15

54
30

1

323

85

274

384

85

1,

Twelfth Corps (General Banks), Brigadier-General Williams comdg.
1st Division
2d Division

Artillery

Total

15

259

61

Mnjnr-GfiTiftrnl Coneli’a (livisinri

1,

1,

8

1

Brigadier-General Pleasonton, Cavalry

5

1,

1
1,

076
650
17
743

9

9

23

28

Division.

Grand

total

2,

010

9,

416

1,

043

12,

469

Official

S.

WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Headquauters Army of the Potomac,

Camp

near Sharpsburg, September

29, 1862.

Tabular Eeport of Casualties in MorelVs division, Fifth Corps, in actions of 19th and 20th
of September, 1862, near Shepherdstown, Va.

Enlisted men.

Officers.

^Aggregate.
aggregate.

ao

Command.

73
Wounded.

First Brigade

4

Second Brigade
Third Brigade
First TJ. S. Sharpshooters
Total

4

a
o

Wounded.

a

Mis.sing.

Killed.

5
1

6

2

2

Missing.
Killed.

63
1

120
10
7

2

5

66

142

126

126

Missing.

Grand

128

2

125
11
7
5

70

148

128

67
1

320
12'

7
7
^ 346

Official:

S.

Camp near Sharpsburg, Md.,

September

WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
29, 1862.
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of the Potomac, September 3-20, 1862,

Command.

xxxr.

inclusive.

Aggregate.

Eeiuarks.

Wounded.

Missing.
Killed.

Corps, Major-General Hooker
Sixth Corps. Major-General Ji'ranklin..
Ninth Corps, Major-General Burnside

170
115

43

720
416
670

1.58

933
533
858

2

30

Battle of South Mountain.
Battle of Crampton’s Pass.
Battle of South Mountain.

(Major-General Eeno temporarily in

command).
Cavalry Brigade,

Brigadier-General

1

Pleasonton.
First Corps, Major-General Hooker. .
Second Corps, Major-General Sumner.
Filth Corps, Maj. Gen. F. J. Porter. ..
Sixth Corps, Major-General Franklin.
Ninth Corps, Major-General Burnside.
Twelfth Corps, Major-Geneial Banks
(Brigadier-General Williams).

348
860

2,

3,

21
70

432
274

1,
1,

1

016
801
107
335
741
384

Major-General Couch

255
548

120
85

619
5,209
130
438
2, 293
1, 743

13
128

28
80
346

2
33

2,

9
^

Major-General Morell
Total

2,

535

9

23
55
148

5
12
70

Brigadier-General Pleasonton

11,

42«

1,

259

15,

Ho.
Battle of Antiotam.

Ho.
Ho.
Ho.
Ho.
Ho.

Ho
Ho.

Advance guard.
Shepherdstowu, Va.

220

Official:

S.

WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquautbrs Army of the Potomac,
Garni) near Sharpsburg, Md., September 29, 1862.

NTew York, August 4, 1863.
have the honor to submit herein the official report of the operations of the Army of the Potomac while under my charge. Accompanying it are the reports of the corps, division, and subordinate commanders pertaining to the various engagements, battles, and occurrences
of the campaigns, and important documents connected with its organization, supply, and movements.
These, with lists of maps and memoranda submitted, will be found appended, duly arranged, and marked
Sir

:

I

*******

for convenient reference.*

FOURTH PERIOD.
On the 1st of September I went into Washington^ where I had an
interview with the General-in-Ghief, who instructed me verbally to take
command of its defenses, expressly limiting my jurisdiction to the works
and their garrisons, and prohibiting me from exercising any control over
the troops actively engaged in front under General Pope. During this
interview I suggested to the General-in-Chief the necessity of his goingin person or sending one of his personal staff to the army under General Pope for the purpose of ascertaining the exact condition of affairs.
He sent Colonel Kelton, his assistant adjutant-general.
During the afternoon of the same day I received a message from the
General-in-Chief to the effect that he desired me to go at once to his
house to see the President.
*

Portions of report here omitted are printed in Vols.

V

and XI of this

series.

:
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The President informed me that he had reason to believe that the
of the Potomac was not cheerfully co-operating with and supporting General Pope that he had ^‘always been a friend of mine,”
and now asked me, as a special favor, to use my influence in correcting
I replied, substantially, that I was confident that
this state of things.
he was misinformed that I was sure, whatever estimate the Army of
the Potomac might entertain of General Pope, that they would obey
his orders, support him to the fullest extent, and do their whole duty.
The President, who was much moved, asked me to telegraph to “ Pitz
.John Porter or some other of my friends,” and try to do away with any
leeling that might exist, adding that I could rectify the evil and that

Army

5

;

no one else could.
I thereupon told him that I would cheerfully telegraph to General
Porter, or do anything else in my power to gratify his wishes and relieve his anxiety
upon which he thanked me very warmly, assured me
that he could never forget my action in the matter, &c., and left.
I then wrote the following telegram to General Porter, which was
sent to him by the General-in-Chief
;

Washington,

Septemler

1,

1862.

Major-Geueral Porter
I ask of you, for my sake, that of the country, aud the old Array of the Potomac,
that you and all my friends will lend the fullest and most cordial co-operation to General Pope in all the operations now going on.
The destinies of our country, the honor
of our arras, are at stake, and all depends now upon the cheerful co-operation of all
in the field.
This week is the crisis of our fate. Say the same thing to my friends in
the Array of the Potomac, and that the last request I have to make of them is that
for their country’s sake thej’^ will extend to General Pope the same support they ever
have to me.
I am in charge of the defenses of Washington, and am doing all I can to render your
retreat safe should that become necessary.
GEO. B. McClellan.
:

To

wliicli

he sent the following reply
Fairfax Court-House,
Se])te7nber 2,

1862

George

B. McClellan,
Majo)'- General, Commanding, Washington

General

— 10

a.

m.

:

You may rest assured that all your friends, as well as every lover of his country,
will ever give, as they have given, to General Pope their cordial co-operation aud
constant support in the execution of all orders and plans. Our killed, wounded, and
enfeebled troops attest our devoted duty.
F. J.

PORTER.

Neither at the time I wrote the telegram nor at any other time did I
think for one moment that General Porter had been or would be in any
manner derelict in the performance of his duty to the nation and its
cause.
Such an impression never entered my mind. The dispatch in
(piestion was written purely at the request of the President.
On tlie morning of the 2d the President and General Halleck came
to my lionse, when the President informed me that Colonel Kelton had
returned from the front 5 that our affairs were in a bad condition; that
the army was in full retreat upon the defenses of Washington; the
roads tilled with stragglers, &c. He instructed me to take steps at once
to stop and collect the stragglers, to place the works in a proper state
of defense, and to go out to meet and take command of the army when
it ap[)roached the vicinity of the works; then to place the troops in the
best position committing everything to my hands.

—

:

38

OPERATIONS IN

N. VA.,

;

W. VA., MD.j AND PA.

I immediately took steps to carry out these orders,
to General Pope with the following letter

[Chap.

XXXI.

and sent an aide

Headquarters,
Washington, September

Maj. Gen.

2, 18G2.

John Pope,

Commanding Army of Virginia

:

General General Halleck instructed me to repeat to you the order he sent this
morning to withdraw your army to Washington without unnecessary delay. He
:

feared that his messenger might miss you, and desired to take this double precaution.
In order to bring troops upon ground with whicJi they are already familiar, it
to move Porter’s corps upon Upton’s Hill, that it may occupy Hall’s
Hill, &c. ; McDowell’s to Upton’s Hill Franklin’s to the works in front of Alexandria; Heiutzelman’s to the same vicinity; Couch to Fort Corcoran, or, if practicable,
to the Chain Bridge ; Sumner either to Fort Albany or to Alexandria, as may be most
convenient.
In haste, general, very truly, yours,
GEO. B. McClellan,
Major-General, U. S. Army.

would be best

;

»

lu the afternoon I crossed the Potomac and rode to the front, and at
Upton’s Hill met the advance of McDowell’s corps, and with it Generals Pope and McDowell. After getting what information I could
from them, I sent the few aides at my disposal to the left, to give
instructions to the troops approaching in the direction of Alexandria,
and, hearing artillery firing in the direction of the Vienna and Langley
road, by which the corps of Sumner, Porter, and Sigel were returning,
and learning from General Pope that Sumner was probably engaged, I
went with a single aide and three orderlies by the shortest line to meet
that column. 1 reached the column after dark, and proceeded as far
as Lewinsville, where I became satisfied that the rear corps (Sumner’s)
would be able to reach its intended position without any serious molestation.
I therefore indicated to Generals Porter and Sigel the positions
they were to occupj^, sent instructions to General Sumner, and at a late
hour of the night returned to Washington.
^^^ext day I rode to the front of Alexandria, and was engaged in rectifying the positions of the troops and giving orders necessary to secure
the issuing of the necessary supplies, &c. I felt sure on this day that
we could repulse any attack made by the enemy on the south side of the

Potomac.

On the 3d the enemy had disappeared from the front of Washington,
and the information which I received induced me to believe that he intended to cross the Upper Potomac into Maryland. This materially
changed the aspect of affairs and enlarged the sphere of operations; for,
in case of a crossing in force, an active campaign would be necessary to
cover Baltimore, prevent the invasion of Pennsylvania, and clear Maryland. I therefore on the 3d ordered the Second and Twelfth Corps to
Tennallytown, and the Ninth Corps to a point on the Seventh- street road
near Washington, and sent such cavalry as was available to the fords
near Poolesville, to watch and impede the enemy in any attempt to cross
in that vicinity.

On September

5 the Second and Twelfth Corps were moved to Eockand Couch’s division (the only one of the Fourth Corps that had
been brought from the Peninsula) to Offutt’s Cross-Eoads.
On the 6th the First and Ninth Corps were ordered to Lees borough
tlie Sixth Corps and Sykes’ division of the Fifth Corps to Tennallytown.
On the 7th the Sixth Corps was advanced to Eockville, to which place
my headquarters were moved on the same day.
All the necessary arrangements for the defense of the city under the
new condition of things had been made, and General Banks was left in
command, having received his instructions from me.
ville,

:
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It will be seen from what has preceded that I lost no time that could
be avoided in moving the Army of the Potomac from the Peninsula to
the support of the Army of Virginia; that I spared no effort to hasten
the embarkation of the troops at Port Monroe, Newport News, and
York town, ’remaining at Port Monroe myself until the mass of the army
had sailed, and that after my arrival at Alexandria I left nothing in my
power undone to forward supi^lies and re-enforcements to General Pope.
I sent with the troops that moved all the cavalry I could get hold of.
Even my personal escort was sent out upon the line of the railway as a
guard, with the provost and camp guards at headquarters, retaining less
than 100 men, many of whom were orderlies, invalids, members of bands,
&c. All the headquarters teams that arrived were sent out with supplies and ammunition, none being retained even to move the headquarThe squadron that habitually served as my personal escort
ters camp.
was left at Palmouth with General Burnside, as he was deficient in

cavalry.

At this time it was
I left Washington on the 7th of September.
known that the mass of the rebel army had passed up the south side of
the Potomac in the direction of Leesburg, and that a portion of that
army had crossed into Maryland but whether it was their intention
to cross their whole force with a view to turn Washington by a flank
movement down the north bank of the Potomac, to move on Baltimore,
or to invade Pennsylvania, were questions which at that time we had
;

no means of determining. This uncertainty as to the intentions of the
enemy obliged me, up to the 13th of September, to march cautiously,
and to advance the army in such order as continually to keep Washington and Baltimore covered, and at the same time to hold the troops
well in hand, so as to be able to concentrate and follow rapidly if the
enemy took the direction of Pennsylvania, or to return to the defense
of Washington if, as was greatly feared by the authorities, the enemy
should be merely making a feint with a small force to draw off our
army, while with their main forces they stood ready to seize the first
lavorable opportunity to attack the capital.
In the mean time the process of reorganization, rendered necessary
after the demoralizing effects of the disastrous campaign upon the other
side of the Potomac, was rapidly progressing the troops were regaining confidence, and their former soldierly appearance and discipline
were fast returning. My cavalry was pushed out continually in all
directions, and all possible steps were taken to learn the positions and
movements of the enemy.
The following table shows the movements of the army from day to
day up to the 14th of September
;

Command.

September

4.

September

6.

September

9.

September 10.

BURNSIDE.
Corps, Tleno
1st Corps, nooker...

Otli

Seventh-street road.

Leesborough

Upton’s Hill

Brook ville_.
do

SUMNER.
Corps, Williams.
2d Corps, Sumner .

]2tli

Tennallytown

Eockville

do

Middlebrook
flo

Damascus.
Clarksburg.

FRANKLIN.
Otli Corps. Franklin.. A lexandria Seminary Tennallytown
Couch’s division
Tennallvtown
Offutt’s Cross-Koads
Sykes’ division
Tenn ally town

Damestown
Mouth of Seneca.

Bamesville.

'Pnr'.lrTrill A

Eockville.

Poolesville.
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September

14.

BURNSIDE.

Middletown
EidgeviUe,

New

Frederick

.

South Mountain.
Do.

Market, and on
the Monocacy.

SUMNER.
12th Corps, Williams.

Damascus

Ijamsville

Clarksburg

TTrlia,na

do

Cross-

Do.

Roads.
2(1

Corps,

Sumner

.

flo

Do.

-

FRANKLIN.

Buckeystown

6th Corps, Franklin.

Barnesville

Licksville

Couch’s division

Poolesville

Barnesville

Tiickaville

Sykes’ division

Middlebrook

TJ rbana

Frederick

Cross-

. .

Burkittsville.

Road.
.

Do.
Middletown.

The right wiug, consisting of the

First and Ninth Corps, under the
of Major-General Burnside, moved on Frederick; the First
Corps via Brookville, Cooksville, and Kidgeville, and the Ninth Corps
via Damascus and New Market.
The Second and Twelfth Corps, forming the center, under the command of General Sumner, moved on Frederick ; the former via Clarksburg and Urbana, the Twelfth Corps on a lateral road between Urbana
and New Market, thus maintaining the communication with the right
wing, and covering the direct road from Frederick to Washington.
The Sixth Corps, under the command of General Franklin, moved to
Buckeystown via Darnestown, Dawsonviile, and Barnesville, covering
the road from the mouth of the Monocacy to Eockville, and being in a
position to connect with and support the center should it have been
necessary, as was supposed, to force the line of the Monocacy.
Couch’s division moved by the “Eiver road,” covering that approach,
watching the fords of the Potomac, and ultimately following and supporting the Sixth Corps.
The following extracts from telegrams received by me after my de])artnre from Washington will show how little was known there about
the enemy’s movements, and the fears which were entertained for the
safety of the capital. On the 9th of September General Halleck telegraphed me as follows

command

Until we can get better advices about the numbers of the enemy at Dranesville, I
think we must be very cautious about stripping too much the forts on the Virginia
side.
It may be the enemy’s object to draw otf the mass of our forces, and then
attempt to attack from the Virginia side of the Potomac. Think of this.

Again, on the 11th of September, General Halleck telegraphed

me

as follows

Why not order forward Keyes or Sigel ? I think the main force of the enemy
your front. More troops can be spared from here.

is in

This dispatch, as published by the Committee on the Conduct of the
War, and furnished by the General-in-Chief, reads as follows

Why not order forward
in

your

front,

Porter’s corps or Sigel’s?
here.

If

the

main force of

the

enemy

is

more troops can be spared from

I remark that the original dispatch as received by me from the telegraph operator is in the words quoted above, J tMifik the main force of
the enemy f &c.
In accordance with this suggestion, I asked, on the same day, that all
the troops that could be spared should at once be sent to re-enforce me,
but none came.

:
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the 12th I received the following telegram from His Excellency

the President:
Governor Curtin telegraphs me, ‘‘I have advices that Jackson is crossing the Potomac at Williamsport, and probably the whole rebel army will be drawn from
Maryland.”

The President adds
Receiving nothing from Harper’s Ferry or Martinsburg to-day, and positive information from Wheeling that the line is cut, corroborates the idea that the enemy is recrossing the Potomac. Please do not let him get off without being hurt.

On

the 13th General Halleck telegrafthed as follows

Until you know more certainly the enemy’s force south of the Potomac you are
wrong in thus uncovering the capital. I am of the opinion that the enemy will send
a small colnmn toward Pennsylvania to draw yonr forces in that direction, then suddenly move on Washington with the forces south of the Potomac and those he may
cross over.

Again, on the 14th, General Halleck telegraphed

me

that

Scouts report a large force still on the Virginia side of the Potomac.
you are exposing your left and rear.

If so, I fear

Again, as late as the 16th, after we had the most positive evidence
that Lee^s entire army was in front of us, I received the following:

War

Department,

September 16, 1862

—12.30

p.

m.

Major-General McClellan:
Yours of 7 a. m. is this moment received. As you give me no information in regard
to the position of yonr forces, except that at Sharpsbnrg, of course I cannot advise.
I think, however, you will find that the whole force of the enemy in your front has
crossed the river. I fear now more than ever that they will recross at Harper’s Ferry
or below, and turn your left, thus cutting you off from Washington. This has appeared to me to be a part of their plan, and hence my anxiety on the subject. A
heavy rain might prevent it.

H.

W. HALLECK,
General-in-Chief.

The importance of moving with all due caution so as not to uncover
the National Capital until the enemy^s position and plans were developed was, I believe, fully appreciated by me, and as my troops extended
from the Baltimore and Ohio Kailroad to the Potomac, with the extreme
left Hank moving along that stream, and with strong pickets left in rear
to watch and guard all the available fords, 1 did not regard my left or
rear as in any degree exposed. But it appears from the foregoing telegrams that the General-in-Chief was of a different opinion, and that my
movements vrere, in his judgment, too precipitate, not only for the safety
of Washington but also for the security of my left and rear.
The precise nature of these daily injunctions against a precipitate
advance may now be perceived. The General-in-Chief, in his testimony
before the Committee on the Conduct of the War, says :
In respect to General McClellan going too fast or too slow from Washington, there
can be found no such telegram from me to him. He had mistaken the meaning of the
telegrams I sent him. I telegraphed him that ho was going too far, not from Washington, but from the Potomac, leaving General Lee the opportunity to come down the
Potomac and get between him and- Washington. I thought General McClellan should
keep more on the Potomac, and press forward his left rather than his right, so as the
niore readily to relieve Harper’s Ferry.
^
As 1 can find no telegram from the General-in Chief recommending
me to keep
left flank nearer the Potomac, I am compelled to believe

my

that when he gave this testimony he had forgotten the purport of the
telegrams above quoted, and had also ceased to remember the fact, well

;
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to bim at the time, that my left, from the time I left Washingalways rested on the Potomac, and my center was continually in
position to re-enforce the left or right, as occasion might require. Had
I advanced my left flank along the Potomac more rapidly than the
other columns marched upon the roads to the right, I should have
thrown that flank out of supporting distance of the other troops and
greatly exposed it, and if 1 had marched the entire army in one
column along the bank of the river, instead of upon five different
])arallel roads, the column, with its trains, would have extended about
50 miles, and the enemy might have defeated the advance before the rear
could have reached the scene of action. Moreover, such a movement
would have uncovered the communications with Baltimore and Washington on our right and exj)osed our right and rear. I presume it will
be admitted by every military man that it was necessary to move tlie
army in such order that it could at anj^ time be concentrated for battle
and I am of opinion that this object could not have been accomx)lished
in any other way than the one employed.
Any other disposition of our
forces would have subjected them to defeat in detached fragments.
On the 10th of September I received from my scouts information
which rendered it quite probable that General Lee’s army was in the
vicinity of Frederick, but whether his intention was to move toward
Baltimore or Pennsylvania was not then known. On the 11th I ordered
General Burnside to push a strong reconnaissance across the National
road and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad toward New Market, and, if
he learned that the enemy had moved toward Hagerstown, to press on
rapidly to Frederick, keeping his troops constantly ready to meet the
corresponding movement of all the troops in the
enemy in force.
center and on the left was o'rdered in the direction of IJrbana and

known

ton,

A

Poolesville.

On the 12th a portion of the right wing entered Frederick, after a
brisk skirmish at the outskirts of the city and in the streets.
On the 13th the main bodies of the right wing and center passed
through Frederick. It was soon ascertained that the main body of the
enemy’s forces had marched out of the city on the two previous days,
taking the roads to Boonsborough and Harper’s Ferry, thereby rendering it necessary to force the passes through the Catoctin and South
Mountain ridges and gain possession of Boonsborough and Eohrersville before any relief could be extended to Colonel Miles at Harper’s
Ferry.
On the 13th an order fell into my hands, issued by General Lee,
which fully disclosed his i)lans, and I immediately gave orders for a
rapid and vigorous forward movement. The following is a copy of the
order referred to
Special Orders,

\

No. 191.

)

The army

Headquarters Army op Northern Virginia,
September

9, 1862.

will resume its march to-morrow, taking the Hagerstown road. General
Jackson’s command will form the advance, and, after passing Middletown, with such
portion as he may select, take the route toward Sharpshurg, cross the Potomac at the
most convenient point, and, by Friday night, take possession of the Baltimore and
Ohio Railroad, capture such of the enemy as may be at Martinsburg, and intercept
such as may attempt to escape from Harper’s Ferry.
General Longstreet’s command will pursue the same road as far as Boonsborough,
where it will halt with the reserve, supply, and baggage trains of the army.
General McLaws, with his own division and that of General R. H. Anderson, will
follow General Longstreet. On reaching Middletown he will take the route to Har])er’8 Ferry, and by Friday morning possess himself of the Maryland Heights, and endeavor to capture the enemy at Harper’s Ferry and vicinity.
General Walker, with his division, after accomplishing the object in which he is

:

:

:
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will cross tlie Potomac at Cheek’s Ford, ascend its right bank to Lovtake possession of Loudoun Heights, if practicable, by Friday morning. Keys’
Ford on his left, and the road between the end of the mountain and the Potomac on
Ids right. He will, as far as practicable, co-operate with General McLaws and General
Jackson in intercepting the retreat of the enemy.
General D. H. Hill’s division will form the rear guard of the army, pursuing the
road taken by the main body. The reserve artillery, ordnance, supply trains, &c.,
will precede General Hill.
General Stuart will detach a squadron of cavalry to accompany the commands of
Generals Longstreet, Jackson, and McLaws, and with the main body of the cavalry will
cover the route of the army and bring up all stragglers that may have been left behind.
The commands of Generals Jackson, McLaws, and Walker, after accomplishing the
objects for w^hich they have been detached, will join the main body of the army at
Boousborough or Hagerstown.
Each regiment on the march will habitually carry its axes in the regimental ordnance wagons, for use of the men at their encampments to procure wood, &c.
By command of General R. E. Lee
R. H. CHILTON,

now engaged,
ettsville,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill,

Commanding

Division.

Ill the report of a military commission, of which Maj. Gen. D. Hunter
was president, which convened at Washington for the purpose of inves-

tigating the conduct of certain officers in connection with the surrender
of Harper’s Ferry, I find the following
:

The commission has remarked

freely on Colonel Miles,

an old

officer,

who has been

killed in the service of his country, and it cannot from any motives of delicacy refrain from censuring those in high command when it thinks such censure deserved.
The General-in-Chief has testified that General McClellan, after having received
orders to repel the enemy invading the State of Maryland, marched only 6 miles per
day, on an average, when pursuing this invading enemy.
The General-in-Chief also testifies that, in his opinion, he could and should have
relieved and protected Harper’s Ferry, and in this opinion the commission fully concur.

I have been greatly surprised that this commission in its investigatioDS never called upon me nor upon any officer of
staff, nor, so far
as I know, upon any officer of the
of the Potomac able to give an
intelligent statement of the movements of that army.
But another paragraph in the same report makes testimony from such sources quite
superfluous. It is as follows

my

Army

:

By a reference to the evidence it will be seen that, at the very moment Colonel Ford
abandoned Maryland Heights, his little army was in reality relieved by Generals
Franklin’s and Sumner’s corps at Crampton’s Gap, within 7 miles of his position.

The corps of Generals Franklin and Sumner were a part of the army
I at that time had the honor to command, and they were acting
my orders at Crampton’s Gap and elsewhere and if, as the commission states. Colonel Ford’s “little army was in reality relieved” by
those officers, it was relieved by me.
I had on the morning of the 10th sent the following dispatch in rela-

which
under

j

tion to the

command

at Harper’s Ferry

Camp near Rockville,

—

9.45 a. m.
Major-General Halleck, Washington, D. C.
Colonel Miles is at or near Harper’s Ferry, as I understand, with 9,000 troops. He
can do nothing where he is, but could be of great service if ordered to join me. I suggest that he be ordered to join mo by the most practicable route.

Segtemher 10,* 1862

GEO.

B.

McClellan,
Major- General.

September

11,

according to

files

of Headquarters of the Army.

:
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tbis T received the following reply

[Washington, D.

George
There

B.
is

McClellan,

no way

fend his works

C.,

Septemler 11, 1862.]

Major-, General

you at present. His only chance
you can open communication with him.*

for Colonel Miles to join

is

to de-

‘

till

H.

W. HALLECK.

It seems necessary for a distinct understanding of this matter to state
that I was directed on the 12th to assume command of the garrison of
Harper’s Ferry as soon as I should open communications with that
place, and that when 1 received this order all communication from the
direction in which I was approaching was cut off. Up to that time,
however. Colonel Miles could, in my opinion, have marched his command into Pennsylvania by crossing the Potomac at Williamsport or
above, and this opinion was confirmed by the fact that Colonel Davis
marched the cavalry part of Colonel Miles’ command from Harper’s
Ferry on the 14th, taking the main road to Hagerstown, and he encountered no enemy except a small picket near the mouth of the An-

tietam.

Before I left Washington, and when there certainly could have been
no enemy to prevent the withdrawal of the forces of Colonel Miles, I
recommended to the proper authorities that the garrison of Harper’s
Ferry should be withdrawn, via Hagerstown, to aid in covering the Cumberland Valley; or that, taking up the pontoon bridge and obstructing
the railroad bridge, it should fall back to the Maryland Heights and
there hold out to the last. In this position it ought to have maintained
itself for

many

days.

was not deemed proper to adopt either of these suggestions, and
when the matter was left to my discretion it was too late for me to do anyIt

thing but endeavor to relieve the garrison. I accordingly directed artillery to be fired by our advance at frequent intervals, as a signal that
relief was at hand.
This was done, and, as I afterwards learned, the
reports of the cannon were distinctly heard at Harper’s Ferry. It was
confidently expected that Colonel Miles would hold out until we had
carried the mountain passes and were in condition to send a detachment
The left was therefore ordered to move through Crampto his relief.
ton’s Pass in front of Burkittsville, while the center and right marched
upon Turner’s Pass in front of Middletown.
It may be asked by those who are not acquainted with the topography of the country in the vicinity of Harper’s Ferry why Franklin, instead of marching his column over the circuitous road from Jefferson
via Burkittsville and Brownsville, was not ordered to move along the
direct turnpike to Knoxville and thence up the river to Harper’s Ferry.
It was for the reason that I had received information that the enemy
were anticipating our aiiproach in that direction, and had established
batteries on the south side of the Potomac which commanded all the
approaches to Knoxville. Moreover the road from that point winds
directly along the river bank at the foot of a precipitous mountain,
where there was no opportunity of forming in line of battle, and where
the enemy could have placed batteries on both sides of the river to enThe approach through Crampfilade our narrow approaching columns.
ton’s Pass, which debouches into Pleasant Valley in rear of Maryland
Heights, was the oulj^ one which afforded any reasonable prospect of

so,

As recorded at Headquarters of the Army, this dispatch continues,
he will be subject to your orders.”

“When you

do

:
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fomiidable position. At the same time the troops upon
road were in better relation to the main body of our forces.
On the morning of the 14th a verbal message reached me from Colonel
Miles, which was the first authentic intelligence I had received as to
the condition of things at Harper’s Ferry. The messenger informed me
that on the preceding afternoon Maryland Heights had been abandoned
by our troops, after repelling an attack of the rebels, and tliat Ooloiu'l
j\iiles’ entire force was concentrated at Harper’s Ferry, the Maryland,
Loudoun, and Bolivar Heights having been abandoned by him and occupied by the enemy. The messenger also stated that there was no
apparent reason for the abandonment of the Maryland Heights, and
that Colonel Miles instructed him to say that he could hold out witli
certainty two days longer. I directed him to make his way back if i)Ossible, with the information that I was approaching rapidly and felt confident I could relieve the place.
On the same afternoon I wrote the following letter to Colonel Miles,
and dispatched three copies by three difierent couriers on different
routes. I did not, however, learn that any of these men succeeded in
reaching Harper’s Ferry.
Middletown, September 14, 1862.
cari’^’iug tliat
tliat

Miles:
Colonel; The army is being rapidly concentrated here. We are now attacking
the pass on the Hagerstown road over the Blue Ridge. A column is about attacking
the Burkittsville and Boonsborough Passes. You may count on ourmaking every effort
to relieve you. You may rely upon my speedily accomplishing that object. Hold
out to the last extremity. If it is possible, reoccupy the Maryland Heights with your
whole force. If you can do that, I will certainly be able to relieve you. As the Catoctin Valley is in our possession, you can safely cross the river at Berlin or its vicinity,
so far as opposition on this side of the river is concerned. Hold out to the last.
Col. D. S.

B. McClellan,
Major-General, Commanding.

GEO.

On

the previous day I had sent General Franklin the following

structions

in-

:

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Camp near Frederick, September 13, 1862—6.20 p. m.

W.

B. Franklin,
Commanding Sixth Corps
General: I have now full information as to movements and intentions of the
enemy. Jackson has crossed the Upper Potomac to capture the garrison at Martinsburg and cut off Miles’ retreat toward the west. A division on the south side of the
Potomac was to carry Loudoun Heights and cut off his retreat in that direction.
McLaws, with his own command and the division of R. H. Anderson, was to move
by Boonsborough and Rohrersville to carry the Maryland Heights. The signal officers inform me that he is now in Pleasant Valley. The firing shows that Miles still
holds out. Longstreet was to move to Boonsborough and there halt with the reserve
corps, D. H. Hill to form the rear guard, Stuart’s cavalry to bring up stragglers, &c.
We have cleared out all the cavalry this side of the mountains and north of us.
The last I heard from Pleasonton he occupied Middletown, after several sharp
skirmishes. A division of Burnside’s command started several hours ago to support
him. The whole of Burnside’s command, including Hooker’s corps, march this everiiug and early to-morrow morning, followed by the corps of Sumner and Banks and
Sykes’ division, upon Boonsborough, to carry that position. Couch has been ordered
to concentrate his division and join you as rapidly as possible.
Without waiting
for the whole of that division to join, you will move at daybreak in the morning, by
.Jefferson and Burkittsville, upon the road to Rohrersville.
I have reliable information that the mountain pass by this road is practicable for artillery and wagons.
If
this pass is not occupied by the enemy in force, seize it as soon as practicable, and
debouch upon Rohrersville, in order to cut off the retreat of or destroy McLaws’ command. If you find this pass held by the enemy in large force, make all your dispositions for the attack, and commence it about half an hour after you hear severe firing
at the pass on the Hagerstown pike, where the main body will attack.
Having
gained the pass, your d^uty will be first to cut off, destroy, or capture McLaws’ command and relieve Colonel Miles. If you effect this, you will order him to join you at

Maj. Gen.
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oucc Avith all his disposable trooj)S, first destroying the bridges over tlie Potomac, if
not already done, and, leaving a sufficient garrison to prevent tbe enemy from passiug the ford, you will then return by Rolirersville on tbe direct road to Boonsborougb
if the main column has not succeeded in its attack.
If it has succeeded, take the
road by Rohrersville to Sharpsburg and Williamsport, in order either to cut off the
retreat of Hill and Longstreet toward the Potomac, or prevent the repassage of Jackson.
My general idea is to cut the enemy in two and beat him in detail. I believe
I ask of you, at this important moment,
1 have sufficiently explained my intentions.
all your intellect and the utmost activity that a general can exercise.

GEO.

B.

McClellan,

Major- General, Commanding.

Again, on the 14th, I sent him the following

:

Headquauters Army of the Potomac,
Fredericlc, Septeml)er 14, 1862

Major-General Franklin:
Your dispatch of 12.30 just received.

Send back to hurry up Couch.

We

—2 p. m.
Mass your

shall have strong opposition at both
troops and carry Burkittsville at any cost.
passes. As fast as the troops come up I will hold a reserve in readiness to support
you. If you find the enemy in very great force at any of these passes, let me know at
once, and amuse them as best you can, so as to retain them there. In that event I will
T)robably throw the mass of the army on the pass in front of here. If I carry that
it will clear the way for you, and you must then follow the enemy as rapidly as
possible.

B. McClellan,
Major-General, Commanding.

GEO.

General Franklin pushed his corps rapidly forward toward Crampand at about 12 o’clock on the 14th arrived at Burkittsville,
immediately in rear of which he found the enemy’s infantry posted in
force on both sides of the road, with artillery in strong positions to
defend the approaches to th<e pass. Slocum’s division was formed upon
the right of the road leading through the gap and Smith’s upon the left.
A line formed of Bartlett’s and Torbert’s brigades, supported by Newton’s Pass,

ton, whose activity was conspicuous, advanced steadily upon the enemy
at a charge on the right. The enemy were driven from their position
at the base of the mountain, where they were protected by a stone wall,
steadily forced back up the slope until they reached the position of
their battery on the road, well up the mountain. There they made a
stand. They were, however, driven back, retiring their artillery en
echelon until, after an action of three hours, the crest was gained and
the enemy hastily fled down the mountain on the other side.
On the left of the road Brooks’ and Irwin’s brigades, of Smith’s division,
formed for the protection of Slocum’s flank, charged up the mountain
in tlie same steady manner, driving the enemy before them until the
crest was carried. Four hundred prisoners from seventeen different

organizations, 700 stand of arms, one piece of artillery, and three
were captured by our troops in this brilliant action. It was conducted by General Franklin in all its details. These details are given
in a report of General Franklin, herewith submitted, and due credit
awarded to the gallant officers and men engaged.
The loss in General Franklin’s corps was 115 killed, 416 wounded, and
2 missing. * The enemy’s loss was about the same. The enemy’s position
was such that our artillery copld not be used with any effect. The close of
the action found General Franklin’s advance in Pleasant Yalley on the
night of the 14th, within
miles of the point on Maryland Heights,
where he might, on the same night or on the morning of the 15th, have
formed a junction with the garrison of Harper’s Ferry had it not been
previously withdrawn from Maryland Heights, and within 6 miles of
Harper’s Ferry.
colors

But

see revised stateiuent, pp. 183, 204.
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On the night of the 14th the following dispatch was sent to General
Franklin
Bolivar, September 15

—

1 a.

iii.

Franklin
General :**<* The commanding general directs that you occupy with your
command the road from Rohrersville to Harper’s Ferry, placing a sufficient force at
Rohrersville to hold that iiosition in case it should be attacked by the enemy from
Geoeral

:

Boonsborough. Endeavor to open communication with Colonel Miles at Harper’s
Ferry, attacking and destroying such of the enemy as you may find in Pleasant ValShould you succeed in opening communication with Colonel Miles, direct him
ley.
to join you with his whole command, with all the guns and public property that he
can carry with him. The remainder of the guns will be spiked or destroyed ; the rest
of the public property will also be destroyed. You will then proceed to Boonsborough, which place the commanding general intends to attack to-morrow, and join the
main body of the army at that place ; should you find, however, that the enemy have
retreated from Boonsborough toward Sharpsburg, you will endeavor to fall upon him
and cut off his retreat.
By command of Major-General McClellan

GEO. D. RUGGLES,
Colonel and Aide-de-Cainp.

On

the 15th the following were received from General Franklin

At the Foot op Mount Pleasant,
In Pleasant Valley, 3 miles from Bohrersville, September 15

— 8.50 a. m.

George B. McClellan:
General My command started

General

at daylight this morning, and I am waiting to
here.
General Couch arrived about 10 o’clock last night. I have
ordered one of his brigades and one battery to Rohrersville or to the strongest point
in its vicinity.
The enemy is drawn up in line of battle about 2 miles to our front,
one brigade in.«ight. As soon as I am sure that Rohrersville is occupied, I shall move
:

have

it

closed

up

forward to attack the enemy. This may be two hours from now. If Harper’s Ferry
has fallen and the cessation of firing makes me fear that it has it is my opinion that
I should bo strongly re-enforced.

—

—

#

#

#

^

B. FRANKLIN,
Major-General, Commanding Corps.

W.

September 15—11 a. m.
McClellan, Commanding:
General: I have received your dispatch by Captain O’Keeffe. The enemy is in
large force in my front, in two lines of battle stretching across the valley, and a large
column of artillery and infantry on the right of the valley looking toward Harper’s
Ferry. They outnumber me twm to one. It will, of course, not answer to pursue the
enemy under these circumstances. I shall communicate with Burnside as soon as possible.
In the mean time I shall wait here -until I learn what is the prospect of re-enGeneral

George

B.

forcement. I have not the force to justify an attack on the force I see in front. I
have had a very close view of it, and its position is very strong.
Respectfully,
W. B. FRANKLIN,
Major-General.

Colonel Miles surrendered Harper’s Ferry at 8 a. m. on the 15th, as
the cessation of the firing indicated, and General Franklin was ordered
to remain where he was, to watch the large force in front of him, and
protect our left and rear until the night of the 16th, when he was
ordered to join the main body of the army at Keedysville, after sending
Couch’s division to Maryland Heights.

While the events which have just been described were taking place
at Crampton’s Gap, the troops of the center and right wing, which had
united at Frederick on the 13th, were engaged in the contest for the
possession of Turner’s Gap.
On the morning of the 13th General Pleasonton was ordered to send
McReynolds’ brigade and a section of artillery in the direction of Gettysburg, and Rush’s regiment toward Jefierson to communicate with Frank-

:
:
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to whom the Sixth U. S. Cavalry aud a section of artillery had
previously been sent, and to proceed with the remaiuder of his force in
the direction of Middletown, in pursuit of the enemy.
After skirmishing with the enemy all the morning, and driving them
from several strong positions, he reached Turner’s Gap of the South
Mountain in the afternoon, and found the enemy in force aud apparently determined to defend the pass. He sent back for infantry to
General Burnside, who had been directed to support him, aud proceeded
The South Mountain is at
to make a reconnaissance of the position.
this point about 1,000 feet in height, and its general direction is from
northeast to southwest. The NTational road from Frederick to Hagerstown crosses it nearly at right angles through Turner’s Gap, a depression which is some 400 feet in depth.
The mountain on the north side of the turnpike is divided into two
crests, or ridges, by a narroAV valley, which, though deep at the pass,
becomes a slight depression at about a mile to the north. There are
two country roads, one to the right of the turnpike and the other to
the left, which give access to the crests overlooking the main road.
The one on the left, called the “Old Sharpsburg road,” is nearly parallel
to and about half a mile distant from the turnpike, until it reaches the
crest of the mountain, when it bends off to the left. The other road,
called the “ Old Hagerstown road,” passes up a ravine in the mountains
about a mile from the turnpike, and, bending to the left over and along
the first crest, enters the turnpike at the Mountain House, near the
summit of the pass.
On the night of the 13th the positions of the different corps were as
follows
Eeno’s corps at Middletown, except Eodman’s division at Frederick.
Hooker’s corps on the Monocacy, 2 miles from Frederick.
Sumner’s corps near Frederick.
Banks’ corps near Frederick.
Sykes’ division near Frederick.
Franklin’s corps at Buckeystown.
Couch’s dmsion at Licks ville.
The orders from headquarters for the march on the 14th were as
liii,

follows
13th, 11.30 p. m.
13th, 11.30 p. m.

—Hooker to march at daylight to Middletown.
— Sykes to move at 6 m. after Hooker, on
a.

the

Middletown and Hagerstown road.

—
—
—
m. — Couch ordered to move to Jefferson

14th, 1 a. m. Artillery reserve to follow Sykes closelj".
Sumner to move at 7 a. m.
13th, 8.45 p. m.
Sumner ordered to take the Shookstown road to Mid14th, 9 a. m.

dletown.
13th, 6.45 p.
division.

On

with his whole

the 14th General Pleasonton continued his reconnaissance. Giband afterwards Benjamin’s battery of Eeno’s corps were
placed on high ground to the left of the turnpike, and obtained a direct
fire on the enemy’s position in the gap.
General Cox’s division, which had been ordered up to support General
Pleasonton, left its bivouac near Middletown at 6 a. m. The First Brigade reached the scene of action about 9 a. m., and was sent up the Old
Sharpsburg road by General Pleasonton to feel the enemy and ascertain
This was soon found
if he held the crest on that side in strong force.
to be the case, and General Cox having arrived with the other brigade,
and information having been received from General Eeno that the
column would be supported by the whole cori)s, the division was ordered
son’s battery
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Two 20-pounder Parrotts of Simmonds’ battery
to assault the positiou.
aud two sections of McMuilin’s battery were left in the rear in position
near the turnpike, where they did good service during the day against
Colonel Scammon’s brigade was
the enemy’s batteries in the gap.
deployed, and, well covered by skirmishers, moved up the slope to the
left of the road, with the object of turning the enemy’s right, if possible.
It succeeded in gaining the crest and establishing itself there, in spite
of the vigorous efforts of the enemy, who was posted behind stone
walls and in the edges of timber, and the fire of a battery which poured
in canister and case-shot on the regiment on the right of the brigade.
Colonel Crook’s brigade marched in columns at supporting distance.
A section of McMullin’s battery, under Lieutenant Crome (killed
while serving one of his guns), was moved up with great difficulty, and
opened with canister at very short range on the enemy’s infantry, by
whom, after having done considerable execution, it was soon silenced
and forced to withdraw. One regiment of Crook’s brigade was now
deployed on Scammon’s left and the other two in his rear, and they
several times entered the first line and relieved the regiments in front of
section of Simmonds’ battery was brought
them when hard pressed.
up and placed in an open space in the woods, where it did good service
duriug the rest of the day.
The enemy several times attempted to retake the crest, advancing
with boldness, but were each time repulsed. They then withdrew their
battery to a point more to the right, and formed columns on both our
flanks.
It was now about noon, and a lull occurred in the contest
which lasted about two hours, during which the rest of the corps was
coming up. General Willcox’s division was the first to arrive. When
he reached the base of the mountain. General Cox advised him to conThe latter indicated that on
sult General Pleasonton as to a position.
the right, afterwards taken up by General Hooker. General Willcox
was in the act of moving to occupy this ground when he received an
order from General Keuo to move up the Old Sharpsburg road and take
a position to its right, overlooking the turnpike. Two regiments were
detached to support General Cox, at his request. One section of Cook’s
battery was placed in position near the turn of the road (on the crest),
aud opened fire on the enemy’s batteries across the gap. The division
was proceeding to deploy to the right of the road, when the enemy suddenly opened (at 150 yards) with a battery which enfiladed the road at
this point, drove off Cook’s cannoneers with their limbers, and caused
a temporary panic, in which the guns were nearly lost. But the Seventyninth i^ew York and Seventeenth Michigan promptly rallied, changed
front under a heavy fire, and moved out to protect the guns, with which
Captain Cook had remained. Order was soon restored, and the division
1‘ormed in line on the right of Cox, and was kept concealed as much as
])ossible under the shelter of the hillside until the whole line advanced.
It was exposed not only to the fire of the battery in front, but also to
that of the batteries on the other side of the turnpike, and lost heavily.
Shortly before this time Generals Burnside and Eeno arrived at the
base of the mountain, and the former directed the latter to move up the
divisions of Generals Sturgis and Eodman to the crest held by Cox and
Willcox, aud to move upon the enemy’s position with his whole force
as soon as he was informed that General Hooker (who had just been
directed to attack on the right) was well advanced up the mountain.
General Eeno then went to the front and assumed the direction of
affairs, tlie imsitions having been explained to him by General Pleasonton. Shortly before this time I arrived at the i)oint occupied by
4 11
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General Burnside, and my headquarters were located there until the
conclusion of the action. General Sturgis had left his camp at 1 p. m.,
and reached the scene of action about 3.30 p. m. Clark’s battery, of his
division, was sent to assist Cox’s left, by order of General Beno, and
two regiments (Second Maryland and Sixth New Hampshire) were detached by General Eeno and sent forward a short distance on the left
of the turnpike. His division was formed in rear of Willcox’s, and Eodman’s division was divided; Colonel Fairchild’s brigade being placed on
the extreme left, and Colonel Harland’s, under General Eodman’s personal supervision, on the right.
My order to move the whole line forward and take or silence the
enemj^’s batteries in front was executed with enthusiasm. The enemy
made a desperate resistance, charging our advancing lines with fierceness, but they were everywhere routed, and fled.
Our chief loss was in Willcox’s division. The enemy’s battery was
found to be across a gorge and beyond the reach of our infantry, but
its position was made untenable, and it was hastily removed and not
again put in position near us; but the batteries across the gap still kept
up a fire of shot and shell.
General Willcox praises very highl 3^ the conduct of the Seventeenth
Michigau in this advance a regiment which had been organized scarcely
a. month, but which charged the advancing enemy in flank in a manner
worthy of veteran troops; and also that of the Forty-fifth Pennsylvania,
which bravely met them in front.
Cook’s battery now reopened fire. Sturgis’ division was moved to
the front of Willcox’s, occupying the new ground gained on the further
side of the slope, and his artillery opened on the batteries across the
gap. The enemy made an efibrt to turn our left about dark, but were
repulsed by Fairchild’s brigade and Clark’s battery.
At about ? o’clock the enemy made another effort to regain the lost
lively fire
ground, attacking along Sturgis’ front and part of Cox’s.
was kept up until nearly* 9 o’clock, several charges being made by the
enemy and repulsed with slaughter, and we final Ij^ occupied the highest
part of the mountain.
General Eeno was killed just before sunset, while making a reconnaissance to the front, and the command of the corps devolved upon
General Cox. In General Eeno the nation lost one of its best general
officers.
He was a skillful soldier, a brave and honest man.
There was no firing after 10 o’clock, and the troops slept on their arms
ready to renew the fight at daylight, but the enemy quietly retired from
our front during the night, abandoning their wounded, and leaving their
dead in large numbers scattered over the field.
Wliile these operations were progressing on the left of the main column, the right, under General Hooker, was actively engaged. His corps
left the Monocac^" early in the morning, and its advance reached the
Catoctin Creek about 1 p. m. General Hooker then went forward to
examine the ground.
At about 1 o’clock General Meade’s division was ordered to make a
diversion in favor of Eeno. The following is the order sent:

—

A

—

Septp^mber 14
p. m.
Major-General Hooker:
General: General Reno requests that a division of yours may move up on the right
(north) of the main road. General McClellan desires you to comply with this request,
holding your whole corps in readiness to support the movement, and taking charge of
ir yourself.
Sumner’s and Banks’ corps have commenced arriving. Let General McClellan he informed as soon as you commence your movement.
GEO. D. RUGGLES,
Colonelj Assistant Adjutant- General, and Aide-de-Camp.
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Meatless division left Catoctin Creek about 2 o’clock, and turned off
to the right from the main road on the Old Hagerstown road to Mount

Tabor Church, where General Hooker was, and deployed a short dismiles from the turnjjike.
tance in advance, its right resting about
The eneoiy fired a few shots from a battery on the mountain side, but
did no considerable damage. Cooper’s battery (B), First Pennsylvania
Artillery, was placed in position on high ground at about 3.30 o’clock,
and fired at the enemy on the slope, but soon ceased by order of General Hooker, and the position of our lines prevented any further use of
The First Massachusetts Cavartillery by us on this part of the field.
alry was sent up the valley to the right to observe the movements, if
any, of the enemy in that direction, and one regiment of Meade’s division was posted to watch a road coming in the same direction. The
other divisions were deployed as they came up. General Hatch’s on the
Genleft and General Eicketts’, whi(5h arrived at 5 p. m., in the rear.
eral Gibbon’s brigade was detached from Hatch’s division by General
Burnside for the iiurpose of making a demonstration on the enemy’s
center up the main road, as soon as the movements on the right and
The First Pennsylvania Eifles, of
left had sufficiently progressed.
General Seymour’s brigade, were sent forward as skirmishers to feel
the enemy, and it was found that he was in force. Meade was then
directed to advance his division to the right of the road, so as to outflank them, if possible, and then to move forward and attack, while
Hatch was directed to take with his division the crest on the left of
the Old Hagerstown road, Eicketts’ division being held in reserve.
Seymour’s brigade was sent up to the top of the slope on the right of
the ravine through which the road runs, and then moved along the
summit parallel to the road, while Colonel Gallagher’s and Colonel Magilton’s brigades moved in the same direction along the slope and in
the ravine.
The ground was of the most difficult character for the movement of
troops, the hillside being very steep and rocky, and obstructed by stone
walls and timber. The enemy was very soon encountered, and in a
short time the action became general along the whole front of the division.
The line advanced steadily up the mountain side, where the enemy was posted behind trees and rocks, from which he was gradually
dislodged. During this advance. Colonel Gallagher, commanding the
Third Brigade, was severely wounded, and the command devolved upon
Lieut. Col. Eobert Anderson.

General Meade, having reason to believe that the enemy was attempting to outflank him on his right, applied to General Hooker for re-enforcements. General Duryea’s brigade, of Eicketts’ division, was ordered up, but it did not arrive until the elose of the action. It was
advanced on Seymour’s left, but only one regiment could open fire before the enemy retired and darkness intervened.
General Meade speaks highly of General Seymour’s skill in handling
his brigade on the extreme right, seeuring by his maneuvers the great,
object of the movement the outflanking of the enemy.
AVhile General Meade was gallantly driving the enemy bn the right.
General Hatch’s division was engaged in a severe contest for the possession of the crest on the left of the ravine.
It moved up the mountain
in the following order: Two regiments of General Patrick’s brigade
deploj’^ed as skirmishers, with the other two regiments of the same brigade supporting them Colonel Phelps’ brigade in line of battalions in
mass at deploying distance j General Doubleday’s brigade in the same
order bringing up the rear. The Twenty-first Kew-York, having gone

—

;
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up the slope instead of around to the right, as directed, the
Second U. S. Sharpshooters was -sent out in its place. Phelps’ and
Doubleday’s brigades were deployed in turn as they reached the woods,
which began about half-way up the mountain. General Patrick with
his skirmishers soon drew the tire of the enemy, and found him strongly
posted behind a fence, which bounded the cleared space on the top of
the ridge, having on liis front the woods through which our line was
advancing, and in his rear a corn-field full of rocky ledges, which afforded
good cover to fall back to if .dislodged.
Phelps’ brigade gallantly advanced under a hot fire to close quarters,
and after ten or fifteen minutes of heavy firing on both sides (in which
General Hatch was wounded while urging on his men) the fence was
carried by a charge, and our line advanced a few yards beyond it, somewhat sheltered by the slope of the hill. Doubleday’s brigade, now
under the command of Lieutenant- Colonel Hofmann (Colonel Wainwright having been wounded), relieved Phelps, and continued firing
tor an hour and a half, the enemy, behind ledges of rocks some 30 or 40
l>aces in our front, making a stubborn resistance, and attempting to
charge on the least cessation of our fire. About dusk Colonel Christian’s brigade, of Picketts’ division, came up and relieved Doubleday’s
brigade, which fell back into line behind Phelps’. Christian’s brigade
straight

]

continued the action for thirty or forty minutes, when the enemy retired, after having made an attempt to ffank us on the left, which was
repulsed by the Seventy-sixth
York and Seventh Indiana. The
remaining brigade of Ricketts’ division (General Hartsuff’s) was moved
up in the center, and connected Meade’s left with Doubleday’s right.
AVe now had possession of the summit of the first ridge, which commanded the turnpike on both sides of the mountain, and the troops
were ordered to hold their positions until further orders, and slept on
their arms.
Late in the afternoon General Gibbon, with his brigade
a] id one section of Gibbon’s battery (B, Fourth Artillery), was ordered
to move up the main road on the enemy’s center.
He advanced a regiment on each side of the road, preceded by skirmishers and followed
by the other two regiments in double column, the artillery moving on
the road until within range of the enemy’s guns, which were firing on
the column from the gorge.
The brigade advanced steadily, driving the enemy before it from his
positions in the woods and behind stone walls until they reached a point
well up toward the top of the pass, when the enemy, having been reenforced by three regiments, opened a heavy fire on the front and on
both Hanks. The fight continued until 9 o’clock, the enemy being entirely repulsed, and the brigade, after having suffered severely, and
having expended all its ammunition, including even the cartridges of
the dead and wounded, continued to hold the ground it had so gallantly
won until 12 o’clock, when it was relieved by General Gorman’s brigade of Sedgwick’s division, Sumner’s corps (except the Sixth Wisconsin,
which remained on the field all night). General Gibbon, in this delicate
movement, handled his brigade with as much precision and coolness as
if upon parade, and the bravery of his troops could not be excelled.
The Second Corps (SumneFs) and the Twelfth Corps (Williams’)
reached their final positions shortly after dark. General Richardson’s
division was placed near Mount Tabor Church, in a position to support
our right, if necessary. The Twelfth Corps and Sedgwick’s division
bivouacked around Bolivar, in a position to sui)i)ort our center and left.
General Sykes’ division of Regulars and the Artillery Reserve halted
for the night at Middletown.
Thus, on the night of the 14th the whole.

:

army was massed
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in tlic vicinity of the field of battle, in readiness to

renew tbe action the next day or to move in pursuit of the enemy.
At daylight our skirmishers were advanced, and it was found that
he had retreated during the night, leaving his dead on the field and his
wounded uncared for.
About 1,500 prisoners were taken by us during the battle, and the
loss to the enemy in killed was much greater than our own, and probably also in wounded. It is believed that the force opposed to us at
Turner’s Gap consisted of D. H. Hill’s corps (15,000) and a part, if not
the whole, of Longstreet’s, and perhaps a portion of Jackson’s, probably
some 30,000 in all. We went into action with about 30,000 men, and
our losses amounted to 1,568 aggregate (312 killed, 1,234 wounded, and
22 missing).*
On the next day I had the honor to receive the following very kind
dispatch from His Excellency the President
War Department,
Washington, September 15, 1862

Major-General McClellan
Your dispatch of to-day received.

—2.45 p. m.

:

rebel

army

God

hless

you and

all

with you.

Destroy

tlio

if possible.

A.

LINCOLN.

ANTIETAM.

On the night of the battle of South Mountain orders were given to
the corps commanders to press forward the pickets at early dawn. This
advance revealed the fact that the enemy had left his positions, and an
immediate pursuit was ordered the cavalry under General Pleasonton
and the three corps under Generals Sumner, Hooker, and Mansfield,
the latter of whom had arrived that morning and assumed command of
the Twelfth (Williams’) Corps by the National turnpike and Boonsborough, the corps of Generals Burnside and Porter (the latter command at that time consisting of but one weak division, Sykes’) by the
Old Sharpsburg road, and General Franklin to move into Pleasant Valley, occupy Rohrersyille by a detachment, and endeavor to relieve
Harper’s Ferry j Generals Burnside and Porter, upon reaching the road
Irom Boonsborough to Eohrersville, were to re-enforce Franklin, or to
move on Sharpsburg, according to circumstances. Franklin moved
toward Brownsville and found there a force of the enemy, much superior in’ numbers to his own, drawn up in a strong position to receive
him. At this time the cessation of firing at Harper’s Ferry indicated
the surrender of that place. The cavalry overtook the enemy’s cavalry
in Boonsborough, made a daring charge, killing and wounding a number, and capturing 250 prisoners and 2 guns.
General Eichardson’s
division of the Second Corps, i)ressing the rear guard of the enemy
with vigor, passed Boonsborough and Keedysville, and came upon the
main body of the enemy, occupying in large force a strong position a
few miles beyond the latter place.
It liad been hoped to engage the enemy during the 15th.
Accordingly, instructions were given that if the enemy were overtaken on the
march, they should be attacked at once; if found in heavy force and in
])osition, the corps in advance should be jdaced in position for attack,
and await my arrival. On reaching the advanced position of our troops,
1 found but two divisions, Jvichardson’s and Sykes’, in position.
The
other troops were halted in the road, the head of the column some distance in rear of Eichardson. The enemy occupied a strong position on

—

* Ibit

HOC revistid statement, pp. 184-188.
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the heights on the west side of Autietam Creek, displaying a large force
of infantry and cavalry, with numerous batteries of artillery, which
opened on our columns as they appeared in sight on the Keedysville
road and Sharpsburg turnpike, which fire was returned by Captain TidbalPs light battery. Second U. S. Artillery, and Pettit’s 'battery, First
New York Artillery. The division of General Eichardson, following
close on the heels of the retreating foe, halted and. deployed near Antietam Eiver, on the right of the Sharpsburg road. General Sykes,
leading on the division of Eegulars on the Old Sharpsburg road, came up
and deployed to the left of General Eichardson, on the left of the road.
Antietam Creek in this vicinity is crossed by four stone bridges the
upper one on the Keedysville and Williamsport roadj the second on the
Keedysville and Sharpsburg turnpike, some
miles below; the third
about a mile below the second, on the Eohrersville and Sharpsburg road,
and the fourth near the mouth of Antietam Creek, on the road leading
from Harper’s Ferry to Sharpsburg, some 3 miles below the third. The
stream is sluggish, with few and difficult fords. After a rapid examination of the position, I found that it was too late to attack that day, and
at once directed the placing of the batteries in position in the center, and
indicated the bivouacs for the different corps, massing them near and on
both sides of the Sharpsburg turnpike. The corps were not all in their
positions until the next morning after sunrise.
On the morning of the 16th it was discovered that the enemy had
changed the position of his batteries. The masses of his troops, however, were still concealed behind the opposite heights. Their left and
center were upon and in front of the Sharpsburg and Hagerstown turnpike, hidden by woods and irregularities of the ground, their extreme
left resting upon a wooded eminence near the cross-roads to the north
of J. Miller’s farm, their left resting upon the Potomac. Their line extended south, the right resting upon the hills to the south of Sharpsburg, near Snavely’s farm.
The bridge over the Antietam, described as No. 3, near this point was
strongly covered by riflemen, protected by rifle-pits, stone fences, &c.,
and enfiladed b\" artillery. The ground in front .of this line consisted
of undulating hills, their crests in turn commanded by others in their
On all favorable points the enemy’s artillery was posted, and
rear.
their reserves, hidden from view by the hills on which their line of
battle was formed, could maneuver unobserved by our army, and, from
the shortness of their line, could rapidly re-enforce any point threatened
by our attack. Their position, stretching across the angle formed by
the Potomac and Antietam, their flanks and rear protected by these
streams, was one of the strongest to be found in this region of country,
which is well adapted to defensive warfare.
On the right, near Keedysville, on both sides of the Sharpsburg turnpike, were Sumner’s and Hooker’s corps. In advance, on the right of
the turnpike and near the Antietam Eiver, General Eichardson’s divisGeneral Sykes’ division,
ion, of General Sumner’s corps, was posted.
of General Porter’s corps, was on the left of the turnpike and in line
with General Eichardson, protecting the Bridge No. 2, over the Antietam. The left of the line, opposite to and some distance from Bridge
No. 3, was occupied by General Burnside’s corps.
Before giving General Hooker his orders to make the movement
which will presently be described, I rode to the left of the line to satisfy myself that the troops were properly posted there to secure our
left flank from any attack made along the left bank of the Antietam,
as well as to enable us to carry Bridge No. 3.

—
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1 found it necessary to make considerable changes in the position of
General Burnside’s corps, and directed him to advance to a strong position in the immediate vicinity of the bridge and to reconnoiter the approaches to the bridge carefully. In front of Generals Sumner’s and
Booker’s corps, near Keedysville, and on the ridge of the first line of
hills overlooking the Antietam, and between the turnpike and Pry’s
house on the right of the road, were placed Captains Taft’s, Langner’s,
Yon Kleiser’s, and Lieutenant Wever’s batteries of 20-pouuder Parrott guns on the crest of the hill, in the rear and right of Bridge No. 3,
Captain Weed’s 3-inch and Lieutenant Benjamin’s 20-pounder batteries.
General Franklin’s corps and General Couch’s division held a position
in Pleasant Yalley, in front of Brownsville, with a strong force of the
enemy in their front. General Morell’s division, of Porter’s corps, was
eM route from Boonsborough, and General Humphreys’ division of new
troops en route from Frederick, Md. About daylight on the 16th the
enemy opened a heavy fire of artillery on our guns in position, which
was promptly returned. Their fire was silenced for the time, but was
frequently renewed during the day. In the heavy fire of the morning.
Major Arndt, commanding First Battalion First New York Artillerj^,
was mortally wounded while directing the operations of his batteries.
It was afternoon before I could move the troops to their positions for
attack, being compelled to spend the morning in reconnoitering the new
position taken up by the enemy, examining the ground, finding fords,
clearing the approaches, and hurrying up the ammunition and supply
trains, which had been delayed by the rapid march of the troops over
the few practicable approaches from Frederick. These had been crowded
by the masses of infantry, cavalry, and artillery pressing on with the
liope of overtaking the enemy before he could form to resist an attack.
Many of the troops were out of rations on the previous day, and a good
;

*

deal pf their ammunition
the 14th.

had been expended

in the severe action of

My 1)1 an for the impending general engagement was to attack the
enemy’s left with the corps of Hooker and Mansfield, supported by
Sumner’s and, if necessary, by Franklin’s, and, as soon as matters looked
favorably there, to move the corps of Burnside against the enemy’s
extreme right, upon the ridge running to the south and rear of Sharpsburg, and, having carried their position, to press along the crest toward
our right, and, whenever either of these flank movements should be successful, to advance our center with all the forces then disposable.
About 2
m. General Hooker with his corps, consisting of Generals
Ricketts’, Meade’s, and Doubleday’s divisions, was ordered to cross the
Antietam at a ford, and at Bridge No. 1, a short distance above, to
attack and, if possible, turn the enemy’s left. General Sumner was
ordered to cross the corps of General Mansfield (the Twelfth) during the
night and hold his own (the Second) Corps ready to cross early the next
morning. On reaching the vicinity of the enemy’s left,, a sharp contest
commenced vith the Pennsylvania Reserves the advance of General
Hooker’s corps near the house of D. Miller. The enemy were driven
from the strij) of woods where he was first met.
The firing lasted
until after dark, when General Hooker’s corps rested on their arms on
ground won from the enemy.
During the night General Mansfield’s corps, consisting of Generals
Williams’ and Greene’s divisions, crossed the Antietam at the same ford
and bridge that General Hooker’s troops had passed, and bivouacked
on the farm of J. Pofienberger, about a mile in rear of General Hooker’s
position.
At daylight on the 17th the action was commenced by the
]:>.

—
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Skirmishers of the Penusylvania Reserves.
The wliole of Oeiieral
Hooker’s corps was soon engaged, and drove the enemy from the open
held in front of the first line of woods into a second line of woods
beyond, which runs to the eastward of and nearly parallel to the Sharpsburg and Hagerstown turnpike.
This contest was obstinate, and as the troops advanced the opposition
became more determined and the number of the enemy greater. General
Hooker then ordered up the corps of General Mansfield, which moved
promptly toward the scene of action.
The First Division, General Williams’, was deployed to the right on
approaching the enemy General Crawford’s brigade on the right, its
righ j resting on the Hagerstown turnpike } on his left General Gordon’s
brigade. The Second Division, General Greene’s, joining the left of
Gordon’s, extended as far as the burned building to the northeast of the
white church on the turnpike. During the deployment, that gallant
veteran. General Alansfield, fell mortally wounded while examining the
ground in front of his troops. General Hartsuff, of Hooker’s corps, was
severely wounded while bravely pressing forward his .troops, and was
taken from the field.
The command of the Twelfth Corps fell upon General Williams. Five
regiments of the First Division of this corps were new troops. One brigade of the Second Division was sent to support General Doubleday.
The One hundred and twenty-fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers were
jrushed across the turnpike into the woods beyond J. Miller’s house, with
orders to hold the position as long as possible.
The line of battle of this corps was formed, and it became engaged
about 7 a. m., the attack being opened by Knap’s (Pennsylvania),
Cothran’s (Kew York), and Hampton’s (Pittsburgh) batteries. To meet
this attack the enemy had pushed a strong column of troops into the
open fields in front ot the turnpike, while he occupied the woods on the
west of the turnpike in strong force. The woods (as was found by subsequent observation) were traversed by outcropping ledges of rock.
Several hundred yards to the right and rear was a hill which commanded
the dehoucJw of the woods, and in the fields between was a long line of
stone fences, continuedby breastworks of rails, which covered the enemy’s
infantry from our musketry. The same woods formed a screen, behind
which his movements were concealed, and his' batteries on the hill and
the rifle- works covered from the fire of our artillery in front. For about
two hours the battle raged with varied success, the enemy endeavoring
to drive our troops into the second line of wood, and ours in turn to get
possession of the line in front. Our troops ultimately succeeded in
forcing the enemy back into the woods near the turnpike. General
Greene with his two brigades crossing into the woods to the left of the
Dunker Church. During this conflict General Crawford, commanding
the First Division after General Williams took command of the corps,
was wounded, and left the field.
General Greene being much exposed and applying for re-enforcements,
the Thirteenth Kew Jersey, Twenty-seventh Indiana, and the Third
Maryland were sent to his support, with a section of Knap’s battery.
At about y o’clock a. m. General Sedgwick’s division of General
Sumner’s corps arrived. Crossing the ford previously mentioned, this
division marched in three columns to the support of the attack on the
enemy’s left. On nearing the scene of action the columns were halted,
laced to the front, and established by General Sumner in three parallel
lines by brigade, facing toward the south and westj General Gorman’s
brigade in front. General Dana’s second, and General Howard’s third
;
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The division wns
witli a distance between tlie lines of some 70 ])aces.
then put in motion, and moved upon the field of battle under lire IVom
the enemy’s concealed batteries on tbe hill beyond the roads. Passingdiagonally to the front across the open space, and to the front of the
First Division of General Williams’ corps, this latter division withdrew.
Entering the woods on the west of the turnpike and driving the enemy
before them, the first line was met by a heavy fire of musketry and shell
from the enemy’s breastworks and the batteries on the hill coinmamliug the exit from the woods. Meantime a heavy column of the enemy
had succeeded in crowding back the troops of General Greene’s division,
and appeared in rear of the left of Sedgwick’s division. By command
of General Sumner, General Howard faced the third line to the rear,
preparatory to a change of front to meet the column advancing on the
left; but this line, now suffering from a destructive fire both in front
and on its left, which it was unable to return, gave way toward the right
and rear in considerable confusion, and was soon followed by the first
and second lines. General Gorman’s brigade and one regiment of General Dana’s soon rallied and checked the advance of the enemy on the
right.
The second and third lines now formed on the left of General
Gorman’s brigade, and poured a destructive fire upon the enemy.
During General Sumner’s attack he ordered General Williams to
support him. Brigadier-General Gordon with a portion of his brigade
moved forward, but when he reached the woods the left of General
Sedgwick’s division had given way, and finding himself, as the smoke
cleared up, opposed to the enemy in force with his small command, he
withdrew to the rear of the batteries at the second line of woods. As
General Gordon’s troops unmasked our batteries on the left, they opened
with canister, the batteries of Captain Cothran, First FTew York, and 1,
First Artillery, commanded by Lieutenant Woodruff, doing good servUnable to withstand this deadly fire in front and the musketry fire
from the right, the enemy again sought shelter in the woods and rocks
ice.

beyond the turnpike.
During this assault Generals Sedgwick and Dana were seriously
wounded and taken from the field. General Sedgwick, though twice
wounded and faint from loss of blood, retained command of his division
for more than an hour after his first wound, animating his command by
his presence.

About the time of General Sedgwick’s advance. General Hooker,
while urging on his command, was severely wounded in the foot and
taken from the field, and General Meade was placed in command of his
corps.

General Howard assumed

command

after General

Sedgwick

retired.

The rei)ulse of the enemy offered opportunity to rearrange the lines
and reorganize the commands on the right, now more or less in confusion.
The batteries of the Pennsylvania Deserve, on high ground near
J. Poffenberger’s house, opened fire, and checked several attempts of
the

enemy

to establish batteries in front of our right, to turn tliat flaidv

and enfilade the

lines.

While the conflict was so obstinately raging on the right. General
French was pushing his division against the enemy still farther to the
left.
This division crossed the Antietam at the same ford as General
Sedgwick, and immediately in his rear. Passing over the stream in
three columns, the division marched about a mile from the ford, then,
facing to the left, moved in three lines towards the enemy; General
Max Weber’s brigade in front. Col. Dwight Morris’ brigade of raw
troops, undrilled, and moving for the first time under fire, in the second.
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aud Geueral Kimball’s brigade in the third. The division was first
assailed by a fire of artillery, but steadily advanced, driving in the
enemy’s skirmishers, and encountered the infantry in some force at the
group of houses on Eoulette’s farm. General Weber’s brigade gallantly
advanced, with an unwavering front, and drove the enemy from their
position about the houses.

While General Weber was hotly engaged with the first line of the
enemy, General P'rench received orders from General Sumner, his corps
commander, to push on with renewed vigor, to make a diversion in
favor of the attack on the right. Leaving the new troops, who had
been thrown into some confusion from their march through corn-fields,
over fences, &c., to form as a reserve, he ordered the brigade of General
Kimball to the front, passing to the left of General Weber. The enemy
was pressed back to near the crest of the hill, where he was encountered
in greater strength, posted in a sunken road forming a natural rifle-pit
running in a northwesterly direction. In a corn-field in rear of this
road were also strong bodies of the enemy. As the line reached the
crest of the hill, a galling fire was opened on it from the sunken road
and corn-field. Here a terrific fire of musketry burst from both lines,
and the battle raged along the whole line with great slaughter.
The enemy attempted to turn the left of the line, but were met by the
Seventh Virginia and One hundred and thirty -second Pennsylvania
Volunteers and repulsed. Foiled in this, the enemy made a determined
assault on the front, but were met by a charge from our lines which
drove them back with severe loss, leaving in our hands some 300 prisoners and several stand of colors. The enemy, having been repulsed
by the terrible execution of the batteries and the musketry fire on the
extreme right, now attempted to assist the attack on General French’s
division by assailing him on his right and endeavoring to turn this
flank, but this attack was met and checked by the Fourteenth Indiawa
and Eighth Ohio Volunteers, and by canister from Captain Tompkins’
battery, First Ehode Island Artillery. Having been under an almost
continuous fire for nearly four hours, and the ammunition nearly expended, this division now took position immediately below the crest of
the heights on which they had so gallantly fought, the enemy making
no attempt to regain their lost ground.
On the left of General French General Eichardson’s division was
hotly engaged. Having crossed the Antietam about 9.30 a. m. at the
ford crossed by the other divisions of Sumner’s corps, it moved on a
line nearly parallel to the Antietam, and formed in a ravine behind the
high grounds overlooking Eoulette’s house; the Second (Irish) Brigade,
commanded by General Meagher, on the right; the Third Brigade,
commanded by General Caldwell, on his left, and the brigade commanded by Colonel Brooke, Fifty-third Pennsylvania Volunteers, in
support. As the division moved forward to take its position on the
field, the enemy directed a fire of artillery against it, but, owing to the
irregularities of the ground, did but little damage.
Meagher’s brigade, advancing steadily, soon became engaged with
the enemy, posted to the left and in front of Eoulette’s house. It continued to advance, under a heavy fire, nearly t© the crest of the hill
overlooking Piper’s house, the enemy being posted in a continuation of
the sunken road and corn-field before referred to. Here the brave Irish
Brigade opened upon the enemy a terrific musketry fire.
All of General Sumner’s corps was now engaged General Sedgwick
on the right, General French in the center, and General Eichardson on
the left. The Irish Brigade sustained its well-earned reputation. After
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and men, and strewing the ground with their
drove them back, their ammunition nearly expended,
and their commander. General Meagher, disabled by the fall of his horse,
shot under him, this brigade was ordered to give place to General CaldThe lines
well’s brigade, which advanced to a short distance in its rear.
were passed by the Irish Brigade, breaking by company to the rear, and
General Caldwell’s, by company to the front, as steadily as on drill.
Colonel Brooke’s brigade now became the second line.
The ground over which Generals Kichardson’s and French’s divisions
were fighting was very irregular, intersected by numerous ravines, hills
covered with growing corn, inclosed by stone walls, behind which the
enemy could advance unobserved upon any exposed point of our lines.
Taking advantage of this, the enemy attempted to gain the right of
Eichardson’s position in a corn-field near Eoulette’s house, where the
change
division had become separated from that of General French.
of front by the Fifty-second New York and Second Delaware Yolunteers, of Colonel Brooke’s brigade, under Colonel Frank, and the attack
made by the Fifty-third Pennsylvania Volunteers, sent farther to the
right by Colonel Brooke to close this gap in the line, and the movement
of the One hundred and thirty-second Pennsylvania and Seventh Virginia Volunteers, of General French’s division, before referred to, drove
the enemy from the corn-field and restored the line.
The brigade of General Caldwell, with determined gallantry, pushed
the enemy back opposite the left and center of this division, but, sheltered in the sunken road, they still held our forces on the right of Caldwell in check. Colonel Barlow, commanding the Sixty-first and Sixtyfourth New York Eegiments, of Caldwell’s brigade, seeing a favorable
opportunity, advanced the regiments on the left, taking the liue in the
sunken road in flank, and compelled them to surrender, capturing over
300 prisoners and three stand of colors.
The whole of the brigade, with the Fifty-seventh and Sixty-sixth New
York Eegiments, of Colonel Brooke’s brigade, who had moved these regiments into the first line, now advanced with gallantry, driving the ensuffering terribly in officers

enemies as

thej"

A

emy

them in confusion into the corn-field beyond the sunken
the division was now well advanced, when the enemy, concealed by an intervening ridge, endeavored to turn its left and
before

road.

The

left of

rear.

New Hampshire, by a change of front to the left
brought his regiment facing the advancing line. Here a spirited contest arose to gain a commanding height, the two opposing forces
moving parallel to each other, giving and receiving fire. The Fifth, gaining the advantage, faced to the right and delivered its volley. The enemy staggered, but rallied and advanced desperately at a charge. Being re-enforced by the Eighty-first Pennsylvania, these regiments met
the advance by a counter-charge. The enemy fled, leaving many killed,
wounded, and prisoners, and the colors of the Fourth North Carolina
in our hands.
Another column of the enemy, advancing under shelter of a stone
wall, and corn-field, pressed down on the right of the division
but
Colonel Barlow again advanced the Sixty-first and Sixty-fourth New
York against these troops, and, with the attack of Kimball’s brigade on
the right, drove them from this position.
Our troops on the left of this part of the line haviug driven the enemy
far back, they, with re-enforced numbers, made a determined attack
directly in front. To meet this. Colonel Barlow brought his two regiments to their position in line, and drove the enemy through the cornColonel Cross, Fifth

and

rear,

;
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beyond, under a heavy fire of musketry, and a fire
of canister from two pieces of artillery in the orchard, and a battery
farther to the right, throwing shell and case-shot. This advance gave
us possession of Piper^s house, the strong point contended for by the
enemy at this part of the line, it being a defensible building several
hundred yards in advance of the sunken road. The musketry fire at
this ])oint of the line now ceased.
Holding Piper’s house, General
Richardson withdrew the line a little way to the crest of a hill, a more
advantageous position. Up to this time the division was without artillery, and in the new position suffered severely from artillery fire, which
could not be replied to.
section of Robertson’s horse battery, commanded by Lieutenant Yincent, Second Artillery, now arrived on the
ground and did excellent service. Subsequently a battery of brass
guns, commanded by Captain Graham, First Artillery, arrived, and
was posted on the crest of the hill, and soon silenced the two guns in
the orchard.
heavy fire soon ensued between the battery farther to
the right and our own. Captain Graham’s battery was bravely and
skillfully served, but, unable to reach the enemy, who had rifled guns
of greater range than our smooth-bores, retired by order of General
Richardson, to save it from useless sacrifice of men and horses. The
brave general was himself mortally wounded while personally directing its fire.
General Hancock was placed in command of the division after the fall
of General Richardson. General Meagher’s brigade, now commanded
by Colonel Burke, of the 8ixty-third Sew York, having refilled their
cartridge-boxes, was again ordered forward, and took position in the
center of the line. The division now occupied one line in close proximity to the enemy, who had taken up a position in the rear of Piper’s
house. Col. Dwight Morris, with the Fourteenth Connecticut and a
detachment of the One hundred and eighth Uew York, of General
French’s division, was sent by General French to the support of General
Richardson’s division. This command was now placed in an interval in
the line between General Caldwell’s and the Irish Brigade.
The requirements of the extended line of battle had so engaged the
artillery that the application of General Hancock for artillery for the
division could not be complied with immediately by the chief of artillery or the corps commanders in his vicinity. Knowing the tried courage of the troops, General Hancock felt confident that he could hold
his position, although suffering from the enemy’s artillery, but was too
weak to attack, as the great length of the line he was obliged to hold
l)revented him from forming more than one line of battle, and, from his
advanced position, this line was already partly enfiladed by the batteries of the enemy on the right, which were protected from our batteries
opposite them by the woods at the Dunker Church.
Seeing a body of the enemy advancing on some of our troops to the
left of his position. General Hancock obtained Hexamer’s battery from
General Franklin’s corps, which assisted materially in frustrating this
It also assisted the attack of the Seventh Maine, of Franklin’s
attack.
corps, which, without other aid, made an attack against the enemy’s
line and drove in skirmishers who were annoying our artillery and troops
on the right. Lieutenant Woodruff, with Battery I, First Artillery,
relieved Captain Hexamer, whose ammunition was expended. The
enemy at one time seemed to be about making an attack in force upon
this part of the line, and advanced a long column of infantry toward
this division, but, on nearing the position, General Pleasonton opening
on them with sixteen guns, they halted, gave a desultory fire, and retreated, closing the operations on this portion of the field.
field into tlic orcliard
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I return to the incidents occurring still farther to the right.

Between 12 and 1 p. in. General Franklin’s corps arrived on the field
of battle, having left their camp near Orampton’s Pass at 6 a. ni., leaving
General Couch with orders to move with his division to occupy Maryland Heights. General Smith’s division led the column, followed by
General Slocum’s.
It was first intended to keep this corps in reserve on the east side of
the Antietam, to operate on either flank or on the center, as circumstances might require, but on nearing Keedysville the strong o^ii^osition on the right, developed by the attacks of Hooker and Sumner, rendered it necessary at once to send this corps to the assistance of the
right wing.

On

nearing the

Artillery),

field,

hearing that one of our batteries (A, Fourth U.

S.

commanded by Lieutenant Thomas,. who occupied the same

position as Lieutenant Woodruff’s battery in the morning, was hotly
engaged without supports. General Smith sent two regiments to its re-

General Hancock’s brigade. On inspecting the ground. General
Smith ordered the other regiments of Hancock’s brigade, with Frank’s
and Cowan’s batteries, First l!^^ew York Artillery, to the threatened
Lieutenant Thomas and Captain Cothran, commanding batposition.
teries, bravely held their positions against the advancing enemy, handlief from

ling their batteries with skill.

Finding the enemy

advancing, the Third Brigade of Smith’s diIrwin, Forty-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers, was ordered up, and, iiassing through Lieutenant Thomas’ batteiy,
charged upon the enemy and drove back the advance until abreast of
the Hunker Church. As the right of the brigade came opposite the
woods it received a destructive fire, which checked the advance and
threw the brigade somewhat into confusion. It formed again behind a
rise of ground in the open si)ace in advance of the batteries.
General French having reported to General Franklin that his ammunition was nearly expended, that officer ordered General Brooks with
his brigade to re-enforce him.
General Brooks formed his brigade on
the right of General French, where they remained during the remainder
of the day and night, frequently under the fire of the enemy’s artillery.
It was soon after the brigade of Colonel Irwin had fallen back behind
the rise of ground that the Seventh Maine, by order of Colonel Irwin,
made the gallant attack already referred to.
The advance of General Franklin’s corps was opportune. The attack of
the enemy on this position, but for the timely arrival of his corps, must
liave been disastrous had it succeeded in iiiercing the line between Generals Sedgwick’s and French’s divisions.
General Franklin ordered two
brigades of General Slocum’s division. General Newton’s and Colonel
Torbert’s, to form in column to assault the woods that had been so
hotly contested before by Generals Sumner and Hooker.
General
Bartlett’s brigade was ordered to form as a reserve.
At this time General Sumner, having command on the right, directed further offensive
operations to be posti)oned, as the repulse of this, the only remaining
corps available for attack, would peril the safety of the whole armj^
General Porter’s corps, consisting of General Sykes’ division of
Kegulars and Volunteers and General Morell’s division of Volunteers,
occupied a iiosition on the east side of Antietam Creek, upon the main
turnpike leading to Sharpsburg, and directly opposite the center of the
enemy’s line. This corps filled the interval between the right wing and
General Burnside’s command, and guarded the main approach from the
enemy’s i)Osition to our trains of supply. It was necessary to watch
vision,

still

commanded by Colonel
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utmost Vigilance, lest the enemy should
take advantage of the first exhibition of weakness here to push upon us
a vigorous assault for the purpose of piercing our center and turning
our rear, as well as to capture or destroy our supply trains. Once having penetrated this line, the enemy’s passage to our rear could have met
with but feeble resistance, as there were no reserves to re-enforce or
close up the gap.
Toward the middle of the afternoon, proceeding to the right, I found
that Sumner’s, Hooker’s, and Mansfield’s corps had met with serious
Several general officers had been carried from the field severely
losses.
wounded, and the aspect of affairs was anything^ but promising. At
the risk of greatly exposing our center, I ordered two brigades from
Porter’s corps, the only available troops, to re-enforce the right. Six
battalions of Sykes’ Eegulars had been thrown forward across the
Antietam Bridge on the main road to attack and drive back the enemy’s
sharpshooters, who were annoying Pleasonton’s horse batteries in advance of the bridge. Warren’s brigade, of Porter’s corps, was detached
to hold a position on Burnside’s right and rear, so that Porter was left
at one time with only a portion of Sykes’ division and one small brigade of Morell’s division (but little over 3,000 men) to hold his important position.
General Sumner expressed the most decided opinion against another
attempt during that day to assault the enemy’s position in front, as
portions of our troops were so much scattered and demoralized. In
view of these circumstances, after making changes in the position of
some of the troops, I directed the different commanders to hold their
positions, and, being satisfied that this could be done without the assistance of the two brigades from the center, I countermanded the order,
which was in course of execution.
General Slocum’s division replaced a portion of General Sumner’s
troops, and positions were selected for batteries in front of the woods.
The enemy opened several heavy fires of artillery on the position of
our troops after this, but our batteries soon silenced them.
On the morning of the 17th, General Pleasonton, with his cavalry
division and the horse batteries, under Captains Eobertson, Tidball, and
Lieutenant Hains, of the Second Artillery, and Captaim Gibson, Third
Artillery, was ordered to advance on the turnpike toward Sharpsburg,
across Bridge No. 2, and support the left of General Sumner’s line.
The bridge being covered by a fire of artillery and sharpshooters, cavalry skirmishers were thrown out, and Captain Tidball’s battery advanced by piece and drove off the sharpshooters, with canister, sufficiently to establish the batteries above mentioned, which opened on
the enemy with effect. The firing was kept up for about two hours,
when, the enemy’s fire slackening, the batteries were relieved by Eandol’s and Van Eeed’s batteries, TJ. S. Artillery. About 3 o’clock, Tidball,
Eobertson, and Hains returned to their positions on the west of Antietam, Captain Gibson having been placed in position on the east side
These batteries did good servto guard the approaches to the bridge.
ice, concentrating their fire on the column of the enemy about to attack General Hancock’s position, and compelling it to find shelter
behind the hills in rear.
General Sykes’ division had been in position since the 15th, exposed
General Morell had come
to the enemy’s artillery and sharpshooters’.
up on the Ifith, and relieved General Eichardson, on the right of GenContinually under the vigilant watch of the enemy, this
eral Sykes.
corps guarded a vital point.
this part of our line with the
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The position of the batteries under General Pleasonton being one of
great exposure, the battalion of the Second and Tenth XJ. S. Infantry,
under Captain Poland, Second Infantry, was sent to his sui^port. Subsequently four battalions of regular infantry, under Captain llryer.
Fourth Infantry, were sent across to assist in driving off the sharpshooters of the enemy.
The battalion of the Second and Tenth Infantry, advancing far beyond the batteries, compelled the cannoneers of a battery of the enemy
Few in numbers and unsupported, they were
to abandon their guns.
unable to bring them off. The heavy loss of this small body of men
attests their gallantry.

The troops of General Burnside held the left of the line opposite
Bridge ¥o. 3. The attack on the right was to have been supported by
an attack on the left. Preparatory to this attack, on the evening of
the 16th General Burnside’s corps was moved forward and to the left,
and took up a position nearer the bridge.
I visited General Burnside’s position on the 16th, and after pointing
out to him the proper dispositions to be made of his troops during the
day and night, informed him that he would probably be required to
attack the enemy’s right on the following morning, and directed him
to

make

careful reconnaissances.

General Burnside’s corps, consisting of the divisions of Generals Cox,
Willcox, Eodman, and Sturgis, was posted as follows: Colonel Crook’s
brigade, Cox’s division, on the right General Sturgis’ division immediately in rear on the left was General Eodman’s division, with Gen-,
eral Scammon’s brigade, Cox’s division, in support ; General Willcox’s
division was held in reserve.
The corps bivouacked in position on the night of the 16th.
Early on the morning of the 17th, I ordered General Burnside to
form his troops and hold them in readiness to assault the bridge in
At 8 o’clock an order was sent
liis front, and to await further orders.
to him by Lieutenant Wilson, Topographical Engineers, to carry the
bridge, then to gain possession of the heights beyond, and to advance
along their crest upon Sharpsburg and its rear. Alter some time had
elapsed, not hearing from him, 1 dispatched an aide to ascertain what
had been done. The aide returned with the information that but little
progress had been made. I then sent him back with an order to General Burnside to assault the bridge at once, and carry it at all hazards.
The aide returned to me a second time with the report that the bridge
was still in the possession of the enemy j whereupon I directed Colonel
Sacket, Inspector- General, to deliver to General Burnside my positive
order to push forward his troops without a moment’s delay, and, if necessary, to carry the bridge at the point of the bayonet, and I ordered
Colonel Sacket to remain with General Burnside and see that the order
was executed promptly.
xYfter these three hours’ delay, the bridge was carried at 1 o’clock by
a brilliant charge of the Fifty-first New York and Fifty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers. Other troops were then thrown over and the opposite bank occupied, the enemy retreating to the heights beyond.
A
halt was then made by General Burnside’s advance until 3 p. m., upon
hearing which I directed one of my aides. Colonel Key, to inform General Burnside that I desired him to push forward his troops with the
utmost vigor, and carry the enemy’s position on the heights ; that the
movement was vital to our success; that this was a time when we must
not stop for loss of life if a great object could thereby be accomi)lished
that if, in his judgment, his attack would fail, to inform me so at once,
;

;
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that his troops might be withdrawn and used elsewhere on the field,
lie replied that he would soon advance, and would go up the hill as fiir
as a battery of the enemy on the left would permit. Upon this report
I again immediately sent Colonel Key to General Burnside with orders
to advance at once, if possible, to flank the battery or storm it, and carry
the heights, repeating that if he considered the movement impracticable to inform me so, that his troops might be recalled. The ad stance
was then gallantly resumed, the enemy driven from the guns, the
heights handsomely carried, and a portion of the troops even reached
the outskirts of Sharpsburg. By this time it was nearly dark, and
strong re-enforcements just then reaching the enemy from Harper’s
Feriy, attacked General Burnside’s troops on their left flank and forced
them to retire to a lower line of hills nearer the bridge. If this important movement had been consummated two hours earlier, a position would
have been secured upon the heights from which our batteries might
have enfiladed the greater part of the enemj^’s line, and turned their
right and rear. Our victor^" might thus have been much more decisive.
The following is the substance of General Burnside’s operations, as
given in his report
Colonel Crook’s brigade was ordered to storm the bridge.
This
bridge (No. 3) is a stone structure of three arches with stone parapets.
The banks of the stream on the opposite side are precipitous, and command the eastern approaches to the bridge. On the hillside immedi
ately by the bridge was a stone fence, running parallel to the stream.
The turns of the roadway as it wound up the hill were covered by riflepits and breastworks of rails, &c.
These works and the woods that
covered the sloj^es were filled with the enemy’s riflemen, and batteries
were in position to enfilade the bridge and its approaches.
General Eodman was ordered to cross the ford below the bridge.
From Colonel Crook’s position it was found impossible to carry the
bridge. General Sturgis was ordered to make a detail from his division
tor that purpose.
He sent forward the Second Maryland and the Sixth
New Hampshire. These regiments made several successive attacks in
the most gallant style, but were driven back. The artillery on the left
were ordered to concentrate their fire on the woods above the bridge.
Colonel Crook brought a section of Captain Simmonds’ battery to a
position to command the bridge. The Fifty-first New York and FiftyTaking adfirst Pennsylvania were then ordered to assault the bridge.
vantage of a small spur of the hills which ran parallel to the river, they
moved toward the bridge. From the crest of this spur they rushed with
bayonets fixed and cleared the bridge. The division followed the
storming party, also the brigade of Colonel Crook, as a support. The
enemy withdrew to still higher ground, some 500 or 600 yards beyond,
and opened a fire of artillery on the troops in the new position on the
crest of the hill above the bridge.
Gener.al Eodman’s division succeeded in crossing the ford after a sharp fire of musketry and artillery,
and joined on the left of Sturgis, Scammon’s brigade crossing as supGeneral Willcox’s division was ordered across to take position
l)ort.

on General Sturgis’ right.
These dispositions being comifieted, about 3 o’clock the command
moved forward, except Sturgis’ division, left in reserve. Clark’s and
Dnrell’s batteries accompanied Eodman’s division. Cook’s battery with
Vfillcox’s division, and a section of Simmonds’ battery with Colonel
Crook’s brigade.
section of Simmonds’ battery and Muhlenberg’s
and McMulliu’s batteries were in position. The order for the advance
was obeyed by the troops with alacrity. General Willcox’s division,
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with Crook in support, moved up on both sides of the turnpike leading
from the bridge to Sharpsburg, General Eodman’s division suiiported
by Scammoifs brigade, on the left of General Willcox. The enemy retreated before the advance of the troops. The Ninth New York, of
General Rodman^s division, captured one of the enemy’s batteries and
held it for some time. As the command was driving the enemy to the
main heights on the left of the town, the light division of General A. P.
Hill arrived upon the field of battle from Harper’s Ferry, and with a
heavy artillery fire made a strong attack on the extreme left. To meet
this attack, the left division diverged from the line of march intended,
and opened a gap between it and the right. To fill up this, it was necessary to order the troops from the second line. During these movements
General Rodman was mortally wounded. Colonel Harland’s brigade,
of General Rodman’s division, was driven back. Colonel Scammon’s
brigade, by a change of front to rear on his right flank, saved*the left
from being driven completely in. The fresh troops of the enemy pouring
in, and the accumulation of artillery against this command, destroyed
all hope of its being able to accomplish anything more.
General Sturgis was ordered forward to
It was now nearly dark.
support the left. Notwithstanding the hard work in the early part of
the day, his division moved forward with spirit. With its assistance
the enemy were checked and held at bay.
The command was ordered to fall back by General Cox, who commanded on the field the troops engaged in this afiair beyond the Antietam. The artillery had been well served during the day.
Night
closed the long and desperately contested battle of the 17th. Nearly
200,000 men and five hundred pieces of artillery were for fourteen hours
had attacked the enemy in a
engaged in this memorable battle.
position selected by the experienced engineer then in person directing
their operations.
had driven them from their line on one flank and
secured a footing within it on the other. The Army of the Potomac,
notwithstanding the moral effect incident to previous reverses, had
achieved a victory over an adversary invested with the prestige of recent success. Our soldiers slept that night conquerors on a field won
by their valor and covered with the dead and wounded of the enemy.
The night, however, brought with it grave responsibilities. Whether
to renew the attack on the 18th or to defer it, even with the risk of the
enemy’s retirement, was the question before me.
After anight of anxious deliberation, and a full and careful survey of
the situation and condition of our army, the strength and position of
the enemy, I concluded that the success of an attack on the 18th was
not certain. I am aware of the fact that under ordinary circumstances
a general is expected to risk a battle if he has a reasonable prospect of
success; but at this critical juncture I should have had a narrow view
of the condition of the country had I been willing to hazard another
battle with less than an absolute assurance of success. At that moment Virginia lost, Washington menaced, Maryland invaded the national cause could afford no risks of defeat.
One battle lost and almost
all would have been lost.
Lee’s army might then have marched, as it
pleased, on Washington, Baltimore, Philadelphia, or New York.
It
could have levied its supplies from a fertile and undevastated country,
extorted tribute from wealthy and populous cities, and nowhere east of
the Alleghanies was there another organized force able to arrest its
march.
The following are among the considerations which led me to doubt
the certainty of success in attacking before the 19th
5 R
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The troops were greatly overcome by the fatigue and exhaustion attendant upon the long-continued and severely contested battle of the
17th, together with the long day and night marches to which they had
been subjected during the previous three days. The supply trains were
in the rear, and many of the troops had suffered from hunger. They
required rest and refreshment. One division of Sumner^s and all of
Hooker’s corps on the right had, after fighting most valiantly for several hours, been overpowered by numbers, driven back in great disorder,
and much scattered, so that they were for the time somewhat demoralized.
In Hooker’s corps, according to the return made by General
Meade, commanding, there were but 6,729 men present on the 18th,
whereas on the morning of the 22d there were 13,093 men present for
duty in the same corps, showing that previous to and during the battle
6,364 men were separated from their command.
General Meade, in an official communication upon this subject, dated
September 18, 1862, says
I inclose a field return of the corps made this afternoon, which I desire you will lay
before the commanding general. I am satisfied the great reduction in the corps
since the recent engagements is not due solely to the casualties of battle, and that a
considerable number of men are still in the rear, some having dropped out on the
march, and many dispersing and leaving yesterday during the fight. I think the efficiency of the corps, so far as it goes, good. To resist an attack in our present strongposition I think they may be depended on, and I hope they will perform duty in case
we make an attack, though I do not think their morale is as good for an offensive as
a defensive movement.

One division of Sumner’s corps bad also been overpowered, and was
a good deal scattered and demoralizer!. It was not deemed by its corps
commander in proper condition to attack the enemy vigorously the next
day.

Some of the new troops on the left, although many of them fought
well during the battle and are entitled to great credit, were, at the close
of the action, driven back and their morale impaired.
On the morning of the 18th, General Burnside requested me to send
him another division to assist in holding his position on the other side
of the Antietam, and to enable him to withdraw his corps if he should
be attacked by a superior force. He gave me the impression that if
he were attacked again that morning, he would not be able to make a
very vigorous resistance. I visited his position early, determined to
send General Morell’s division to his aid, and directed that it should be
placed on this side of the Antietam, in order that it might cover the
retreat of his own corps from the other side of the Antietam should
that become necessary, at the same time it was in position to re-enforce
our center or right if that were needed.
Late in the afternoon I found that, although he had not been attacked,
General Burnside had withdrawn his own corps to this side' of the Antietam, and sent over Morell’s division alone to hold the opposite side.
large number of our heaviest and most efficient batteries had consumed all their ammunition on the 16th and 17th, and it was impossible
Supplies of provisions
to supply them until late on the following day.
and forage had to be brought up and issued, and infantry ammunition
distributed. Finally, re-enforcements to the number of 14,000 men, to
say nothing of troops expected from Pennsylvania, had not arrived,
but were expected during the day.
The 18th was, therefore, spent in collecting the dispersed, giving rest
to the fatigued, removing the wounded, burying the dead, and the necessary preparations for a renewal of the battle.
Of the re-enforcements, Couch’s division, marching with^commenda-
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came up into position at a late hour in the morning.
Humphreys^ division of new troops, in their anxiety to participate in
the battle which was raging when they received the order to march from
Frederick about 3.30 p. m. on the 17th, pressed forward during the entire night, and the mass of the division reached the army during the
following morning. Having marched more than 23 miles after 4.30
ble rapidity,

o’clock on the preceding afternoon, they were, of course, greatly exLarge re-enforcements
hausted, and needed rest and refreshment.
expected from Pennsylvania never arrived.
During the 18th orders were given for a renewal of the attack at daylight on the 19th.
On the night of the 18th the enemy, after passing troops in the latter
part of the day from the Virginia shore to their position behind Sharpsburg, as seen by our officers, suddenly formed the design of abandoniug their position and retreating across the river. As their line was
but a short distance from the river, the evacuation presented but little
difficulty and was effected before daylight.
About 2,700 of the enemy’s dead were, under the direction of Major
Davis, assistant inspector-general, counted and buried upon the battleportion of their dead had been previously buried
field of Antietam.
by the enemy. This is conclusive evidence that the enemy sustained
much greater loss than we.
Thirteen guns, 39 colors, upwards of 15,000 stand of small-arms, and
more than 6,000 prisoners were the trophies which attest the success of
our arms in the battles of South Mountain, Cramp ton’s Gap, and Antietam. Not a single gun or color was lost by our army during these

A

battles.

An estimate of the forces under the Confederate General Lee, made
up by direction of General Banks from information obtained by the
examiuation of prisoners, deserters, spies, &c., previous to the battle of
Antietam, is as follows
General T. J. Jackson’s corps
General Janies Longstreet’s corps
General D. H. Hill’s two divisions
General J. E, B. Stuart, cavalry
Generals Ransom’s and Jenkins’ brigade
Forty-six regiments not included in above
Artillery, estimated at 400 guns

*.

. . .

Total....

24,778
23, 342
15,525
6,400
3,000
18,400
6, 000
97,445

These estimates give the actual number of

men

present and

fit

for

duty.

Our own

forces at the battle of

First Corps

Antietam were as follows
»

Second Corps
Fifth Cordis (one division not arrived)
Sixth Corps

Ninth Corps
Twelfth Corps
Cavalry Division
Total in action

14,856
18, 813
12,930
12,300
13,819
10, 126
4, 320
87, 164

Wlien our cavalry advance reached the river on the morning of the
was discovered that nearly all the enemy’s forces had crossed
into Virginia during the night, their rear escaping under cover of eight
battenes, placed in strong positions upon the elevated bluffs on the

19tli, it

opposite bank.

General Porter, commanding the Fifth Corps, ordered
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a detacliment from Griffin’s and Barnes’ brigades, under General Griffin,
dark and carry the enemy’s batteries. This wns
gallantly done under the lire of the enemy. Several guns, caissons, &c.,
were taken, and their supports driven back half a mile.
The information obtained during the progress of this affair indicated
that the mass of the enemy had retreated on the Charlestown and Martinsburg roads toward Winchester. To verify this and to ascertain
how far the enemy had retired, General Porter was authorized to detach
from his corps, on the morning of the 20th, a reconnoitering party in
greater force. This detachment crossed the river and advanced about
a mile, when it was attacked by a large body of the enemy, lying in
ambush in the woods, and driven back across the river with considerable loss. This reconnaissance showed that the enemy was still in force
on the Virginia bank of the Potomac, prepared to resist our further
advance.
It was reported to me on the 19th that General Stuart had made his
appearance at Williamsport with some 4,000 cavalry and six pieces of
artillery, and that 10,000 infantry were marching on the same point
from the direction of Winchester. I ordered General Couch to march
at once with his division and a part of Pleasonton’s cavalry, with
Pranklin’s corps within supporting distance, for the purpose of endeavoring to capture this force. General Couch made a prompt and rapid
march to Williamsport and attacked the enemy vigorously, but they
made their escape across the river.
I dispatched the following telegraphic report to the General-in-Chief
to cross the river at

Headquarters Army op the Potomac,
Sharpsdurg, Septemher 19, 1862.

W. Halleck,
Commanding U. S. Army

Maj. Gen. H.

1 have the honor to report that Maryland is entirely freed from the presence of the
enemy, who have been driven across the Potomac. No fears need now be entertained
I shall at once occupy Harper’s Ferry.
for the safety of Pennsylvania.

B. McClellan,
Major-General, Commanding.

GEO.
*

On

the following day I received this telegram

:

—

Washington, September 20, 1862 2 p. m.
Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan
We are still left entirely in the dark in regard to your own movements and those of
the enemy. This should not be so. You should keep me advised of both, so far as
you know them.
H. W. HALLECK,
:

General-in- Chief.

To which

I

answered as follows

:

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,

—

Near Sharpslmrg, September 20, 1862 8 p. m.
Major-General Halleck,
General-in-Chief, Washington :
Your telegram of to-day is received. I telegraphed you yesterday all I knew, and
had nothing more to inform you of until this evening. Williams’ corps (Banks’)
occupied Maryland Heights at 1 p. m. to-day. The rest of the army is near here, except Couch’s division, which is at this moment engaged with the enemy in front of
Williamsport. The enemy is retiring via Charlestown and Martinsburg on WinchesHe last night reoccupied Williamsport by a small force, but will be out of it by
ter.
morning. I think he has a force of infantry near Shepherdstown.
I regret that you find it necessary to couch every dispatch I have the honor to receive from you in a spirit of fault-finding, and that you have not yet found leisure to
say one word in commendation of the recent achievements of this army, or even to
allude to them.

;
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I have abstained from giving the uumher of guns, colors, sinall-arms, prisoners, &c.,
captured until I could do so with some accuracy. I hope hy to-morrow evening to
ho* able to give at least an approximate statement.

B. McClellan,
Major-General, Comm an din <j

GEO.

On

.

the same da^" I telegraphed as follows

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 20, 1862.

Maj. Gen. H.

W. Halleck,
U. S. Army
army, now on the

Commanding
As the rebel
he dependent

:

Virginia side of the Potomac, must, in a great meas-

ammunition and provisions upon Richmond, I would
respcctfuliy suggest that General Banks be directed to send out a cavalry force to cut
This would seriously embarrass
Iheir supply communication opposite Washington.
their operations, and will aid this army materially.
ure,

for supplies of

B. McClellan,
Major-General, Commanding.

GEO.

Maryland Heights were occupied by General Williams’ corps on this
day, and on the 22d General Sumner took possession of Harper’s
Ferry.
It will be remembered that at the time I was assigned to the command of the forces for the defense of the FTational Capital, on the 2d
day of September, 1862, the greater part of all the available troops were
suffering under the disheartening influences of the serious defeat they
had encountered during the brief and unfortunate campaign of General
Pope. Their numbers were greatly reduced by casualties, their confidence was much shaken, and they had lost something of that esprit de
corps which is indispensable to the efficiency of an army. Moreover,
they had left behind, lost, or worn out the greater part of their clothing
and camp equipage, which required renewal before they could be in
proper condition to take the field again.
The intelligence that the enemy was crossing the Potomac into Maryland was received in Washington on the 4th of September, and the
Army of the Potomac was again put in motion, under my direction, on
the following day, so that but a very brief interval of time was allowed
to reorganize or jirocure supplies.
The sanguinary battles of South Mountain and Antietam, fought by
this army a few days afterwards, with the reconnaissances immediately
following, resulted in a loss to us of 10 general officers, many regimental and company officers, and a large number of enlisted men,
amounting in the aggregate to 15,220. Two army corps had been
sadly cut up, scattered, and somewhat demoralized in the action on
the 17th.
In General Sumner’s corps alone 41 commissioned officers and 819
enlisted men had been killed 4 general officers, 89 other commissioned
officers, and 3,708 enlisted men had been wounded, besides 548 missing
making the aggregate loss in this splendid veteran corps, in this one
•

battle, 5,209.

In General Hooker’s corps the casualties of the same engagement
amounted to 2,619.
The entire army had been greatly exhausted by unavoidable overwork, fatiguing marches, hunger, and want of sleep and rest previous
to the last battle.
Wlien the enemy rccrossed the Potomac into Virginia, the means of
transportation at my disposal were inadequate to furnish a single day’s
supply of subsistence in advance.
Many of the troops were new levies, some of whom had fought like
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veterans, but the morale of others had been a good deal impaired in
those severely contested actions, and they required time to recover as
well as to acquire the necessary drill and discipline.
Under these circumstances I did not feel authorized to cross the river
with the main army over a very deep and difficult ford in pursuit of the
retreating enemy, known to be in strong force on the south bank, and
thereby place that stream, which was liable at any time to rise above
a fording stage, between my army and its base of supplj'.
I telegraphed on the 22d to the General-in-Chief as follows:

As soon as the exigencies of the service
ganized.

will admit of it, this array should he reorIt is absolutely necessary, to secure its efficiency, that the old skeleton

filled up at once, and officers appointed to supply the numerous
existing vacancies. There are instances where captains are commanding regiments,
and companies are without a single commissioned officer.

regiments should be

On

the 23d the following was telegraphed to the General-in Chief:

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Near

Sheplierdstown, September 23, 1862

—9.30

a.

m.

Major-General Halleck,
General-in-Chief, Washington

several different sources I learn that General R. E. Lee is still opposite to my
position at Leetown, between Shepherdstown and Martinsburg, and that General
Jackson is on the Opequon Creek, about 3 miles above its mouth, both with large
forces.
There are also indications of heavy re-enforcements moving toward them from
Winchester and Charlestown. I have, therefore, ordered General Franklin to take
position with his corps at the cross-roads, about 1 mile northwest of Bakersville, on
the Bakersville and Williamsport road, and General Couch to establish his division
near Downsville, leaving sufficient force at Williamsport to watch and guard the ford
at that place. The fact of the enemy’s remaining so long in our front, and the indications of an advance of re-enforcements, seem to indicate that he will give us another
battle with all his available force.
As I mentioned to you before, our army has been very much reduced by casualties
in the recent battles, and in my judgment all the re-enforcements of old troops that
can possibly be dispensed with around Washington and other places should be instantly pushed forward by rail to this army. A defeat at this juncture would be
ruinous to our cause. I cannot think it possible that the enemy will bring any forces
to bear upon Washington till after the question is decided here, but if he should, troops
can soon be sent back from this army by rail to re-enforce the garrison there.
The evidence I have that re-enforcements are coming to the rebel army consists in
the fact that long columns of dust extending from Winchester to Charlestown and
from Charlestown in this direction, and also troops moving this way, were seen last
evening. This is corroborated by citizens. General Sumner, with his corps and
Williams’ (Banks’), occupies Harper’s Ferry and the surrounding heights. I think he
will be able to hold his position till re-enforcements arrive.
GEO. B. McClellan,
Major-General.

From

On

the 27th I

made the

following report:

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 27, 1862—10

a.

m.

All the information in my possession goes to prove that the main body of the enemy
is concentrated not far from Martinsburg, wijth some troops at Charlestown; not
many in Winchester. Their movements of late have been an extension toward our
right and beyond it. They are receiving re-enforcements in Winchester, mainly, I
think, of conscripts, perhaps entirely so.
This army is not now in condition to undertake another campaign nor to bring on
another battle, unless great advantages are offered by some mistake of the enemy or
are greatly deficient in officers.
lU’essing military exigencies render it necessary.
Many of the old regiments are reduced to mere skeletons. The new regiments need
instruction. Not a day should be lost in filling the old regiments our main dependence and in supplying vacancies among the officers by promotion.
My present purpose is to hold the army about as it is now, rendering Harper’s Ferry
secure and watching the river closely, intending to attack the enemy should he attempt to cross to this side.
Our possession of Harper’s Ferry gives us the great advantage of a secure debouclie,
hut we cu-iMiot avail ourselves of it until the railroad bridge is finished, because W©
.

—

We

—
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cjiimot otherwise supijly a j^reater number of troops than wo now have on the Virside at that point. When the river rises so that the enemy cannot cross in force,
I x)nrpose concentrating the army somewhere near Harper’s Ferry, and then acting
according to circumstances, viz, moving on Winchester, if from the position and attitude of the enemy we are likely to gain a great advantage by doing so, or else devoting
a reasonable time to the organization of the army and instruction of the new troops,
jireparatory to an advance on whatever line may be determined. In any event, I regard it as absolutely necessary to send new regiments at once to the old corps for purposes of instruction, and that the old regiments be filled at once. I have no fears as
Holding Harper’s Ferry as I
to an attack on Washington by the line of Manassas.
do, they will not run the risk of an attack on their flank and rear while they have
the garrison of Washington in their front. I rather apprehend a renewal of the
attempt in Maryland should the river remain low for a great length of time, and
should they receive considerable addition to their force.
I would be glad to have Peck’s division as soon as possible.
I am surprised that
knowledge.
Sigcl’s men should have been sent to Western Virginia without
disposition. In
The last I heard from you on the subject was that they were at
the last battles the enemy was undoubtedly greatly superior to us in number, and it
was only by very hard fighting that we gained the advantage we did. As it was, the
result was at one period very doubtful, and we had all we could do to win the day.
ji^inia

my

my

If the enemy receives considerable re-enforcements and we none, it is possible that I
may have too much on my hands in the next battle. My own view of the proper pol-

icy to be pursued, is to retain in Washington merely the force necessar^^ to garrison it,
and to send everything else available to re-enforce this army. The railways give us
the means of promptly re-enforcing Washington should it become necessary. If I
am re-enforced, as I ask, and am allowed to take my own course, I will hold myself
responsible for the safety of Washington. Several j)er8ons recently from Richmond
say that there are no troops there except conscripts, and they few in number. I hope
to give you details as to late battles by this evening.
I am about starting again for

Harper’s Ferry.

GEO.

B.

McClellan,

Major-General, Commanding.

Major-General Halleck,
General-in- Chief, Washington.

The work of reorganizing, drilling, and supplying the army I began
at the earliest moment.
The different corps were stationed along the
river in the best positions to cover and guard the fords. The great
extent of the river front from near Washington to Cumberland (some
150 miles), together with the line of the Baltimore and Ohio Eailroad,
was to be carefully watched and guarded, to prevent, if possible, the
enemy’s raids. Eeconnaissances upon the Virginia side of the river, for

•

the purpose of learning the enemy’s positions and movements, were made
frequently, so that our cavalry, which, from the time we left Washington, had performed the most laborious service, and had from the commencement been deficient in numbers, was found totally inadequate to
the requirements of the army. This overwork had broken down the
greater part of the horses; disease had appeared among them, and but
a very small portion of our original cavalry force was fit for service. To
such an extent had this arm become reduced, that when General Stuart
made his raid into Pennsylvania on the 11th of October with 2,000 men,
1 could only mount 800 men to follow him.
Harper’s Perry was occupied on the 22d, and in order to prevent a
catastrophe similar to the one which had happened to Colonel Miles, I
immediately ordered Maryland, Bolivar, and Loudoun Hmghts to be
strongly fortified. This was done as far as the time and means at our
disposal permitted.
The main army of the enemy during this time remained in the vicinity
of Martinsburg and Bunker Hill, and occupied itself in drafting and
coercing every able-bodied citizen into the ranks, forcibly taking their
l)ro])erty where it was not voluntaril}^ offered, burning bridges, and destroying railroads.
()ii the 1st daj7 of October Hjs ExccUcbc^^" tliq .Piesidept honored tffq
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Army

of the Potomac with a visit, and remained several days, daring
which he went through the different encampments, reviewed the troops,
and went over the battle-fields of South Mountain and Antietam. I had
the opportunity during this visit to describe to him the operations of
the army since the time it left Washington, and gave him my reasons
for not following the enemy after he crossed the Potomac.
On the 5th of October the division of General Cox (about 5,000 men)
was ordered from my command to Western Virginia.
On the 7th of October I received the following telegram

Washington, D. C., October 6, 1862.
(Major-General McClellan:
I am instructed to telegraph you as follows The President directs that you cross
the Potomac and give battle to the enemy or drive him south. Your army must move
now while the roads are good. If you cross the river between the enemy and Washington, and cover the latter by your operation, you can be re-enforced with 30,000 men.
If you move up the Valley of the Shenandoah, not more than 12,000 or 15,000 can be
sent to you. The President advises the interior line, between Washington and the
enemy, but does not order it. He is very desirous that your army move as soon as
possible. You will immediately report what line you adopt and when you intend
to cross the river also to what point the re-enforcements are to be sent. It is necessary that the plan of your operations be positively determined on before orders
are given for building bridges and repairing railroads.
I am directed to add that the Secretary of War and the General-in-Chief fully concur
with the President in these instructions.
H. W. HALLECK,
:

;

General-in-Chief.

At this time General Averell with the greater part of our efficient
cavalry was in the vicinity of Cumberland, and General Kelley, the
commanding officer, had that day reported that a large force of the
enemy was advancing on Colonel Campbell at Sir John’s Run. This
obliged me to order General Averell to proceed with his force to the
support of Colonel Campbell, which delayed his return to the army for
several days.
On the 10th of October Stuart crossed the river at McCoy’s Ferry
with 2,000 cavalry and a battery of horse artillery, on his road into
Maryland and Pennsylvania, making it necessary to use all our cavalry
against him. This exhausting service completely broke down nearly all
of our cavalry horses, and rendered a remount absolutely indispensable
before we could advance on the enemy.
The following were the dispositions of troops made by me to defeat
the purposes of this raid
General Averell, then at Green Spring, on the Upper Potomac, was
ordered to move rapidly down upon the north side of the river with all
his disposable cavalry, using every exertion to get upon the trail of
the enemy and follow it up vigorously. General Pleasonton, with the
remaining cavalry force, was ordered to take the road by Cavetown,
Harmon’s Gap, and Mechanicstown, and cut off the retreat of the enemy
should he make for any of the fords below the position of the main
army. His orders were to pursue them with the utmost rapidity, not
to spare his men or horses, and to destroy or capture them if possible.
General Crook, at that time commanding Cox’s division at Hancock,
en route for Western Virginia, was ordered to halt, place his men in
cars, and remain in readiness to move to any point above should the
enemy return in that direction, keeping his scouts well out on all the
roads leading from the direction of Chambersburg to the Upper Potomac. The other commanders between Hancock and Harper’s Ferry
were instructed to keep a vigilant watch upon all the roads and fords^

*
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General
so as to prevent the escape of the rebels within these limits.
Burnside was ordered to send two brigades to the Monocacy Crossing,
there to remain in cars with steam up, ready to move to any point on
the railroad to which Stuart might be aiming, while Colonel Rush, at
Frederick, was directed to keep his Lancers scouting on the approaches
from Ohambersburg, so as to give timely notice to the commander of
the two brigades at the Monocacy Crossing. General Stoneman, whose
headquarters were then at Poolesville, occupying with his division the
different fords on the river below the mouth of the Monocacy, was
directed to keep his cavalry well out on the approaches from the direction of Frederick, so as to give him time to mass his troops at any point
where the enemy might attempt to cross the Potomac in his vicinity.
He was informed of General Pleasonton^s movements.
After the orders were given for covering all the fords upon the river,
I did not think it possible for Stuart to recross, and I believed that the
capture or destruction of his entire force was perfectly certain ; but,
owing to the fact that my orders were not in all cases carried out as I
expected, he effected his escape into Virginia without much loss.
The troops sent by General Burnside to the Monocacy, owing to some
neglect in not giving the necessary orders to the commander, instead
of remaining at the railroad crossing, as I directed, marched 4 miles into
Frederick, and there remained until after Stuart had passed the railroad, only 6 miles below, near which point it was said he halted for
breakfast.

General Pleasonton ascertained, after his arrival at Mechanicstown,
enemy were only about an hour ahead of him, beating a hasty
retreat toward the mouth of the Monocacy. He pushed on vigorously,
and near its mouth overtook them with a part of his force, having
marched 78 miles in twenty-four hours, and having left many of his
horses broken down upon the road. He at once attacked with his
artillery, and the firing continued for several hours, during which time
he states that he received the support of a small portion of General
Stoneman’s command, not sufficient to inflict any material damage upon
the enemy.
General Stoneman reports that, in accordance with his instructions,
he gave all necessary orders for intercepting the return of the rebels,
and Colonel Staples, commanding one of his brigades, states that he
sent two regiments of infantry to the mouth of the Monocacy and one
regiment to White’s Ford that on the morning of the 12th," about 10
o’clock, he, by General Stoneman’s order, marched the remaining three
regiments of his command from Poolesville toward the mouth of the
Monocacy that before getting into action he was relieved by General
Ward who states that he reported to General Pleasonton with his command while the enemy was crossing the river, and was informed by
him (General Pleasonton) that he was too late, and that nothing could
be done then.
General Pleasonton, in his report of this affair, says
that the

;

;

:

this time that Colonel Ward reported to me from General Stoneman's
division, with a brigade of infantry, a regiment of cavalry, and a section of artillery.
I told him that his command could be of no use, as the enemy had then crossed the
river.
These are the only troops that I knew of that were in that vicinity, and this
was the tirst intimation I received that any troops were endeavoring to assist me in
capturing the rebels. I succeeded in preventing the enemy from crossing at the
mouth ot the Monocacy, and drove him to White’s Ford, 3 miles below. Had White’s
Ford been occupied by any force of ours previous to the time of the occupation by the
enemy, the capture of Stuart’s whole force would have been certain and inevitable.
It

was at

But with my small force, which did not exceed one-fourth of the enemy’s,
practicable for me to occupy that ford while the enemy was in front.

it

was not
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would seem from the report of General Stoneman that the disposihe made of his troops previous to the arrival of Stuart was a good
He stationed two regiments at the mouth of the Monocacy and
two regiments at White’s Ford, the latter in the very place where the
crossing was made, and the former only 3 miles off, with a reserve of
three regiments at Poolesville, some 6 miles distant. General Pleasonton’s report shows that from the time the tiring commenced until the
enemy were across the river was about four and a half hours. General
Stoneman states that he started the reserve from Poolesville at about 9
o’clock, but it appears from the report of General Pleasonton that it did
It
tion
one.

not reach him until 1.30 o’clock.
At the time I received the order of October 6 to cross the river and
attack the enemy, the army was wholly deficient in cavalry, and a large
part of our troops were in want of shoes, blankets, and other indispensable articles of clothing, notwithstanding all the efforts that had been
made since the battle of Antietam, and even prior to that date, to refit
the army with clothing as well as horses. I at once consulted with
Colonel Ingalls, the chief quartermaster, who believed that the necessary articles could be supplied in about three days. Orders were immediately issued to the different commanders who had not already sent
in their requisitions, to do so at once, and all the necessary steps were
forthwith taken by me to insure a prompt delivery of the supplies. The
requisitions were forwarded to the proper department at Washington,
and I expected that the articles would reach our depots during the
three days specified j but day after day elapsed and only a small portion of the clothing arrived. Corps commanders, upon receiving notice
from the quartermasters that they might expect to receive their supplies at certain dates, sent the trains for them, which, after waiting, were
compelled to return empty. Several instances occurred where these
trains went back and forth from the camps to the depots as often as
four or five different times without receiving their supplies, and I was
informed by one corps commander that his wagon train had traveled
over 150 miles to and from the depots before he succeeded in obtaining
his clothing. The corjis of General Franklin did not get its clothing
until after it had crossed the Potomac and was moving into Virginia;
General Eeynolds’ corps was delayed a day at Berlin to complete its
supplies ; and General Porter only completed his on reaching the vicinity of Harper’s Ferry.
I made every exertion in my power, and my quartermasters did the
same, to have these supplies hurried forward rapidly, and I was repeatedly told that they had filled the requisitions at Washington and
that the supplies had been forwarded. But they did not come to us,
and of course were inaccessible to the army. I did not fail to make
frequent representation of this condition of things to the General-inChief, and it appears that he referred the matter to the QuartermasterGeneral, who constantly replied that the supplies had been i)romi)tly
ordered. Notwithstanding this, they did not reach our depots.
The following extracts are from telegrams upon this subject

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
October 11, 1862

Maj. Gen. H.

—9

a.

m.

W. Halleck,

General-in-Chief, Washington
96

Wo have been

*

#

Of

making every

-Jf

06

Of

got supplies of clothing for this army, and
Colonel Ingalls has received advices that they have been forwarded by railroad, hut
pwing to had management on the roads, or from some other cause, they comp in very
effort to

:
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slowly, aud it will take a much longer time than was autieix)ated to get articles that
are absolutely indispensable to the army unless the railroad managers forward suj)plics
niore rapidly.
GEO. B. McClellan,
Major-General.

Headquarteks Army of the Potomac,
October 11, 1862.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
Comm under -in- Chief, Washington

:

am compelled again

to call your attention to the great deficiency of shoes .and
other indispensable articles of clothing th.at still exists in some of the corps in this
army. Upon the assurances of the chief quartermaster, who based his calculation
upon information received from Washington, that clothing would be forwarded at
certain times, corps commanders sent their wagons to Hagerstown and Harper’s Ferry
Unless some measures
lor it.
It did not arrive as promised, and has not yet arrived.
are taken to insure the prompt forwarding of these supplies, there will necessarily be
a corresponding delay in getting the army ready to move, as the men cannot march
without shoes. Everything has been done that can be done at these headquarters to
accomplish the desired result.
I

GEO. B. McClellan,
Maj or-G en eral, Comm an d ing.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
October 15,

Maj. Gen. H.

1862—7

p.

m.

W. Halleck,
'

General-in-Chief

I am using every possible exertion to get this army ready to move.
yesterday that apart of our shoes and clothing arrived at Hagerstown.
issued to the troops as rapidly as possible.

GEO.

B.

It was only
It is being

McClellan,
Major-General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
October 15, 1862
Col. R.

— 7.30

p.

m.

IXGALLS,

Care of Colonel Rucker, Quartermaster, Washington :
General Franklin reports that there is by no means as much clothing as was called
for at Hagerstown.
I think, therefore, you had better have .additional sui^plies, especi.ally of shoes, forwarded to Harper’s Ferry as soon as possible.
R. B. MARCY,
Ch ief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
October 16, 1862.

.

Coi: R. Ingalls,

Care of Colonel Rucker, Quartermaster, Washington
General J. F. Reynolds just telegraphs as follows:
My quartermaster reports that
there are no shoes, tents, blankets, or knapsacks at Hagerstown. He was able to
])rocure only a complete supply of overcoats and pants, with a few socks, drawers,
.and coats.
This leaves many of the men yet without a shoe. My requisitions c.all for
5,255 pairs of shoes.”
Please push the shoes and stockings up to Harper’s Ferry as fast as possible.
R. B. MARCY,
Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Camp near Knoxville, Md., October' 9, 1862.
Col. C. G.

Sawtelle,

Depot Quartermaster, Washington :
You did right in sending clothing to Harper’s Ferry.
too

much

or too quickly.

Wo

want blankets,

You will not bo able to scud
shoos, c.an teens, &c., very much.

RUFUS INGALLS,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Aide-de-Camp, Chief Quarter'^nastey,

:
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Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Camp near Knoxville, Md., October 10, 1862.

•

,

::

Capt. Augustl’s Poyd,
Quartermaster, Philadelphia

Shipments to Hagerstown must he made direct through to avoid the contemptible
delays at Harrisburg. If Colonel Grosman was ordered to send clothing, I hope he
has sent it, for the suffering and impatience are excessive.

RUFUS INGALLS,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Aide-de-Camp, Chief Quartermaster.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Camp near Knoxville, October 18, 1862.
Capt.

George H. Weeks,

Depot Quartermaster, Hagerstown
Has the clothing arrived yet ? If not, do you know where it is ? What clothing
Avas taken by the rebels at Chambersburg ? Dkl they capture any property that was
en route to you ? Have we not got clothing at Harrisburg ? Send an agent over the
road to obtain information, and hurry up the supplies. Replv at once.

RUFUS INGALLS,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Aide-de-Camp, Chief Quartermastei'.

Sharpsburg,

October 15, 1862.

General Ingalls:
I have just returned from Hagerstown, where I have been for the clothing for the
corps. There was nothing there but overcoats, trousers, and a few uniform coats and
socks. There were not any shoes, blankets, skirts, or shelter-tents. Will you please
tell me where and when the balance can be had ?
Shall I send to Harper’s Ferry for
them to-morrow? The corps surgeon has just made a requisition for forty-five hospital tents. There are none at Hagerstown. Will you please to inform me if I can get
them at Harper’s Ferry ?

FIELDING LOWRY,
Captain and Quartermaster.

Hagerstown,

October 15, 1862.

Colonel Ingalls, Quartermaster
I

want

at least 10,000 suits of clothing in addition to

what

I

have received.

It

should be here now.
G. H. WEEKS,
Assistant Quartermaster.

Harper’s Ferry,

October 22, 1862.

General Ingalls,
Chief Quartermaster,

ifc.

We have
and

bootees, 12,000; great-coats, 4,000; drawers and shirts are gone; blankets
stockings nearly so ; 15,000 each of these four articles are wanted.

ALEX. BLISS,

Captain and Assistant Quartermaster.

McClellan’s Headquarters,
October 24, 1862

Capt. D. G. Thomas,

— 11

a.

m.

j

Military Storekeeper, Washington

Please send to Captain Bliss, at Harpei'’8 Ferry, 10,000 blankets, 12,000 caps, 5,000
overcoats, 10,000 pairs bootees, 2,000 pairs artillery and cavalry boots, 15,000 pairs
stockings, 15,000 drawers, and 15,000 pants. The clothing arrives slowly. Can it not
be hurried along faster ? May I ask you to obtain authority for this shipment ?

RUFUS INGALLS,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Aide-de-Camp, Chief Quartermaster.

Hagerstown,

October 30.

Colonel Ingalls:
Clothing has arrived this morning. None taken by rebels. Shall I supply Franklin, and retain portions for Porter and Reynolds until called for ?
G. H. WEEKS,
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster.
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The following st«nfement, taken from a report of the chief quartermaster with tlie army, will show what progress was made in supplying
the army with clothing from the 1st of September to the date of crossing
the Potomac on the 31st of October, and that a greater part of the
clothing did not reach our depots until after the 15th of October:
Statement of clothing and equipage received at the diffei'ent depots of the
from Septemhcr 1, 1862, to October 31, 1862.

Army of the Potomac

Keceived at the depot

6

1
6.

Clothing and equipage.

15

September

25
31.

25.

15.

October
October

October

October
October

October

to

to

11 1 1
From

From

Drawers
Forage caps
Sack coats
Cavalry jackets
Canteens
Flannel shirts
Haversacks
Trousers (mounted).
Boots
Shelter -tents
kettles

Camp

Mess-pans
Overcoats

700
000
200
4,190
3, 000
6,000
6, 200
6, 000
4, 200
4, 200
11, 100
799
2,030
3, 500
1,200
20
1, 200
2,200
2, 000
2, 000
2, 000

10,

Stockings

(foot)

Artillery jackets

Blankets
Overcoats (mounted)
Felt hats
Infantry coats
Trousers (foot)
Bootees
Knit shirts

4,

17,
11,

6,

22,

From

to

October

From

to

000
000
025

40, 000

30,

000

500
200

30,

000

500

1,250
9, 000
18, 876
5,000
2, 500
3, 600
9, 000
1,894
4, 500
14, 770
3,750
6, 500
3, 500

19,
65,

Total.

97,

34,

700
500

123, 425

190
250
28, 229
45, 301
33, 889
12,700
33, 840
23, 100
3, 995
8, 630
30, 270
4, 450
10, 904
7, 590
9, 200
44, 060
76, 120
61, 900
16, 674
4,

10, 223

325
989
000
6, 000
3, 000
1, 302
2, 100
12, 000
500
18,

12,
1,

7,

12,
9,

7,

2,

875
000
060
500
000
655

22,
39,
52,
2,

500
620
900
424

500
3, 008
2, 200
9, 900
5, 000
20, 040
1,

1,000
384
2, 015
4,

7,

25,

500
000

11*595

6,

Colonel Ingalls, chief quartermaster, in his report upon this subject,
says
:

There was great delay in receiving our clothing. The orders were promptly given
hy me and approved by General Meigs, but the roads were slow to transport, particularly the Cumberland Valley road.
For instance, clothing ordered to Hagerstown on
the 7th of October for the corps of Frauklin, Porter, and Reynolds, did not arrive
there until about the 18th, and by that time, of course, there were increased wants
and changes in position of troops. The clothing of Sumner arrived in great quantinear the last of October, almost too late for issue, as the army was crossing into
Virginia.
finally left 50,000 suits at HarpeFs Ferry, i3art]y on the cars just arrived and partly in store.
ties

Wo

The causes of the reduction of our cavalry force have already been
The difficulty in getting new supplies from the usual sources
led me to apply for and obtain authority for the cavalry and artillery
officers to purchase their own horses.
The following are the telegrams
and letters on this subject:
Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
recited.

*
October 12, 1862—12.45 p. m.
Major-General Halleck, General-m-Chief
It is absolutely necessary that some energetic means be taken to supply the cavalry
of this army with remount horses. The present rate of supply is 1,050 per week for
tlie entire army here and in front of Washington.
From this number the artillery

draw

for their batteries.

B. McClellan,
Maior-General, Commanding.

GEO.

:
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Tlie General-in Cliief, iu a letter to lue dated AVasliiiigtoii, D. O.,
14, 18G2, replies to this dispatch in the followiag language

October

I have caused the matters complained of in your telegrams of the 11th and 12th to
he investigated.
*

*

*

*

if

•

if

if

In regard to horses, you say that the present rate of supply is only 150 per week for
the entire army here and in front of Washington. I find from the records that the
issues for the last six weeks have been 8,7.54, making an average per week of 1,459.

One thousand and fifty is the number stated in the original dispatch,
now in my possession and as not only figures were used, but the number was written out in full, I can hardly see how it is possible for the
telegraphic operator to have made a mistake in the transmission of the
;

message.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
1862—7

Octolei' 14,

Maj. Gen. H.

W. Halleck,

if

if

if

p.

m.

Commander-in-Chief
if

*

if

if

With my small cavalry force it is impossible for me to watch the line of the Potomac properly or even make the reconnaissances that are necessary for our movements.
This makes it necessary for me to weaken my line very much by extending the infantry to guard the innumerable fords. This will continue until the river rises, and
it will be next to impossible to prevent the rebel cavalry raids.
My cavalry force, as
I urged this morning, should be largely and immediately increased, under any hyjiothesis, whether to guard the river or advance on the enemy, or both.

GEO.

B.

McClellan,
Major-General.

The following

is

an extract from the

official

report of Colonel Ingalls

Immediately after the battle of Antietam, efforts were made to supply deficiencies
in clothing and horses.
Large requisitions were prepared and sent m. The artillery
and cavalry required large numbers to cover losses sustained in battle, on the march,
and by diseases. Both of these arms were deficient when they left Washington. A
most violent and destructive disease made its appearance at this time, which put
nearly 4,000 animals out of service. Horses reported perfectly well one day would be
dead lame the next, and it was difficult to foresee where it would end or what number would cover the loss.
They were attacked in the hoof and tongue. No one
seemed able to account for the appearance of this disease. Animals kept at rest would
recover in time, but could not be worked. I made application to send West and purchase horses at once, but it was refused on the ground that the outstanding contracts
provided for enough but they were not delivered sufficiently fast nor in sufficient
numbers until late in October and early in November. I was authorized to buy 2,500
late in October, but the delivery was not completed until in November, after we had
;

reached Warrenton.
Ill a letter from General Meigs, written on the
addressed to the General-in-Ohief, it is stated

There have been issued, therefore, to the Army of the
front of Washington, to replace losses, 9,254 horses.

14tli of

October and

Potomac since the

battles in

I

What number

of horses were sent to General Pope before his return
to Washington I have no means of determining j but the following
statement, made upon my order by the chief quartermaster with the
army, and who had means far gaining accurate information, forces upon
my mind the conclusion that the Quartermaster-General was in error

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Chief Quariermaster^ s

Horses purchased since September
ter,

and issued

to the forces

George B. McClellan

6,

1862,

by Colonel

Office,

October 31, 1862.

Ingalls, chief quartermas-

under the immediate command of Maj. Gen.
1,200
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turned over to tlic ubov^o force )»y Capt. .J. J. l>aua, assistant «iiiartcrujastor (iu Washington)
2,2(11
Issued to forces at and near Washington, which have since joined the cojiniiaiid.
302
IsHiied iiiid

Total purchased by Colonel Ingalls and issued and turned over by Captain
Dana to the forces in this immediate eommand
;{, 81'.!
Issued by Capt. J. J. Dana, assistant quartermaster, to the forces in tlui
vicinity of Washington
3,3(13

Grand total purchased by Col. R. Ingalls, chief quartermaster, and issued
and turned over by Capt. J. J. Dana, assistant quartermaster, to the
entire Army of the Potomac and the forces around Washington

7, 17(1

About

3,000 horses have been turned over to the Quartermaster’s Department by
Nearly 1,500 should now be turned over also, being worn
officers as unfit for service.
out and diseased.

Respectfully submitted.

FRED. MYERS,
Lieiiienant-Colonel

and Quartermaster.

This official statement, made up from the reports of the quartermasters who received and distributed the horses, exhibits the true state
of the case, and gives the total number of horses received by the Army
of the Potomac and the troops around Washington during a period of
eight weeks as 7,176, or 2,078 less than the number stated by tlie
Quartermaster-General. Supposing that 1,500 were issued to tlie army
under General Pope previous to its return to Washington, as General
Meigs states, there would still remain 578 horses which he does not
account for.
The letter of the General-in-Chief to the Secretary of War on the 28th
of October, and the letter of General Meigs to the General-in-Chief on
the 14th of October, convey the impression that, upon my urgent and
repeated applications for cavalry and artillery horses for the Army of
the Potomac, I had received a much greater number than was really
the case.
It will be seen from Colonel Myers’ report that of all the horses
alluded to by General Meigs, only 3,813 came to the army with which
I was ordered to follow and attack the enemy. Of course the remainder
did not in the slightest degree contribute to the efficiency of the cavalry
or artillery of the army with which I was to cross the river. Keither
did they in the least facilitate any preparations for carrying out the
order to advance upon the enemy, as the General-in-Chief’s letter might

seem to imply.
During the same period that we were receiving the horses alluded to,
about 3,000 of our old stock were turned in to the Quartermaster’s
Department, and 1,500 more reported as in such condition that they
ought to be turned in as unfit for service, thus leaving the active army
some 700 short of the number required to make good existing deficiencies, to say nothing of providing remounts for men whose horses
had died or been killed during the campaign and those previously dismounted. notwithstanding all the efforts made to obtain a remount,
there were, after deducting the force engaged in picketing the river,
but about 1,000 serviceable cavalry horses on the 21st day of October.
In a letter dated October 14, 1862, the General-in-Chief says
:

It is also reported to me tbat the number of animals with your army in the field is
It is believed that your present proportion of cavalry and of animals

about 31,000.
is

much

larger than that of

What number

any other of our armies.

of animals our other armies

had

I

am

not prepared to
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say, but military men in European armies have been of the opinion that
an army, to be efficient while carrying on active operations in the field,
should have a cavalry force equal in numbers to from one -sixth to onefourth of the infantry force. My cavalry did not amount to one-twentieth
part of the army, and hence the necessity of giving every one of my
cavalry soldiers a serviceable horse.
Cavalry may be said to constitute the antennce of the army. It scouts
all the roads in front, on the flanks, and in the rear of the advancing
columns, and constantly feels the enemy. The amount of labor falling
on this arm during the Maryland campaign was excessive.
To persons not familiar with the movements of troops, and the amount
of transportation required for a large army marching away from water
or railroad communications, the number of animals mentioned by the
General-in-Chief may have appeared unnecessarily large but to a military man who takes the trouble to enter into an accurate and detailed
computation of the number of pounds of subsistence and forage required
for such an army as that of the Potomac, it will be seen that the 31,000
animals were considerably less than was absolutely necessary to an
advance.
As we were required to move through a country which could not be
depended upon for any of our supplies, it became necessary to transport
everything in wagons and to be prepared for all emergencies. I did
not consider it safe to leave the river without subsistence and forage
*
for ten days.
The official returns of that date show the aggregate strength of the
army for duty to have been about 110,000 men of all arms. This did
not include teamsters, citizen employes, officers^ servants, &c., amounting to some 12,000, which gave a total of 122,000 men. The subsistence
alone of this army for ten days required for its transportation 1,830
wagons, at 2,000 pounds to the wagon, and 10,980 animals. Our cavalry horses at that time amounted to 5,046 and our artillery horses to
;

6,836.

To transport full forage for these 22,862 animals for ten days required
17,832 additional animals and this forage would only supply the entire
number (40,694) of animals with a small fraction over half allowance for
;

the time specified.
It will be observed that this estimate does not embrace the animals
necessary to transport quartermaster’s supplies, baggage, camp equipage,
ambulances, reserve ammunition, forage for officers’ horses, &c., which
would greatly augment the necessary transportation.
It may very truly be said that we did make the march with the means
at our disposal, but it will be remembered that we met with no serious
opposition from the enemy neither did we encounter delays from any
other cause.
The roads were in excellent condition, and the troops
marched with most commendable order and celerity.
If we had met with a determined resistance from the enemy, and our
progress had been very much retarded thereby, we would have conproper
sumed our supplies before they could have been renewed.
estimate of my responsibilities as the commander of 'that army did not
justify me in basing my preparations for the expedition upon the supposition that I was to have an uninterrupted march. On the contrary,
and not the least
it was my duty to be prepared for all emergencies
important of my responsibilities was the duty of making ample provision for supplying my men and animals with rations and forage.
Knowing the' solicitude of the President for an early movement, and
;

A

;

:

I
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sbaring with him fully his anxiety for prompt action, on the
October I telegraphed to the General-in- Chief as follows

lilst

of

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
October 21, 1862.

Maj. Gen. H.

W. Halleck,

General-in-Chief, Washington:
have been
Since the receipt of the President’s order to move on the enemy,
making every exertion to get this army supplied with clothing absolutely necessary
for

marching.

This, I am happy to say, is now nearly accomplished. I have also, during the same
time, repeatedly urged upon you the importance of supplying cavalry and artillery
horses, to replace those broken down by hard service, and steps have been taken to
insure a prompt delivery. Our cavalry, even when well supplied with horses, is
much inferior in numbers to that of the enemy, but in efficiency has proved itself
superior.
So forcibly has this been impressed upon our old regiments by repeated
successes, that the men are fully persuaded that they are equal to twice their number
of rebel cavalry. Exclusive of the cavalry force now engaged in picketing the river,
Officers have been sent in
I have not at present over about 1,000 horses for service.
various directions to purchase horses, and I expect them soon. Without more cavalry
horses our communications from the moment we march would be at the mercy of the
large cavalry force of the enemy, and it would not be possible for us to cover our
flanks properly, or to obtain the necessary information of the position and moveexperience has shown
ments of the enemy in such a way as to insure success.
the necessity of a large and efficient cavalry force.
Under the foregoing circumstances, I beg leave to ask whether the President desires
me to march on the enemy at once, or to await the reception of the new horses, every
possible step having been taken to insure their prompt arrival.

My

B. McClellan,
Major- Gen era 1, Conma n cli ng.

GEO.

On

the same day General Halleck replied as follows

Washington,
Maj. Gen.

George

October 21,

1862—3

p.

m.

McClellan:

B.

Your telegram of 12 m. has been submitted to the President. He directs me to say
that he has no change to make in his order of the 6th instant. If you have not been
and are not now in condition to obey it, you will be able to show such want of ability.
The President does not expect impossibilities, but he is very anxious that all this
good weather should not be wasted in inactivity. Telegraph when you will move,
and on what lines you propose to march.
H.

W. HALLECK,
Gcneral-in - Chief.

From

the tenor of this dispatch I conceived that

it

was

left for

my

judgment to decide whether or not it was possible to move with safety
to the army at that time, and this responsibility I exercised with the
more confidence in view of the strong assurances of his trust in me as
commander of that army with which the President had seen fit to honor

me during

his last visit.

The cavalry requirements, without which an advance would have
been in the highest degree injudicious and unsafe, were still wanting.
The country before us was an enemy’s country, where the inhabitants
furnished to the enemy every possible assistance, providing food for
men and forage for animals, giving all information concerning our
movements, and rendering every aid in their power to the enemy’s
cause. It was manifest that we should find it, as we subsequently did,
a hostile district, where we could derive no aid from the inhabitants
that would justify dispensing with the active co-operation of an efficient
cavalry force. Accordingly, I fixed upon the 1st of NTovember as the
earliest date at which the forward movement could well be commenced.
*

0
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See Aclclcnda to Halleck’s report,
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on the

158th

In my opinion tliere lias "been no such want of sujiplies in the army under General
McClellan as to prevent his compliance with the orders to advance against the enemy.

ISTotwithstanding this opinion, expressed by such high
compelled to say again that the delay in the reception
supplies up to that date had left the army in a condition
to advance against the enemy that an advance under

am

authority, I
of necessary
totally

nnht

the existing
circumstances would, in my judgment, have been attended with the
highest degree of peril, with great suilering and sickness among the
men, and with imminent danger of being cut off from our supplies by
the superior cavalry force of the enemy, and with no reasonable prospect of gaining any advantage over him.
I dismiss this subject with the remark that I have found it impossible to resist the force of my own convictions, that the commander of
an army who, from the time of its organization, has for eighteen months
been in constant communication with its officers and men, the greater
part of the time engaged in active service in the field, and who has
exercised this command in many battles, must certainly be considered
competent to determine whether his army is in proper condition to
advance on the enemy or not, and he must necessarily possess greater
facilities for forming a correct judgment in regard to the wants of his
men and the condition of his supplies than the General-in-Chief in his
;

office at Washington City.
The movement from Washington into
Maryland, which culminated in the battles of South Mountain and
Antietam, Avas not a part of an ofiensive campaign, with the object of
the invasion of the enemy’s territory and an attack upon his capital,
but was defensive in its purposes, although ofienswe in its character,
and would be technically called a “defensive offensive campaign.” It
Avas undertaken at a time when our army had experienced severe defeats, and its object was to preserA^e the National Capital and Baltimore,
to protect Pennsyhmuia from iiwasion, and to drive the enemy out of
Maryland. These purposes were fully and finally accomplished by the
battle of Antietam, which brought the Army of the Potomac into what
might be termed an accidental position on the Upper Potomac.
Having gained the immediate object of the campaign, the first thing
to be done Avas to insure Maryland from a return of the enemy; the
second, to prepare our own army, exhausted by a series of severe battles, destitute to a great extent of supplies, and very deficient in artil-

and cavalry horses, for a definite offensive movement, and to determine upon the line of operations for a further advance.
At the time of the battle of Antietam the Potomac was very low,
and presented a comparatively weak line of defense unless watched by
large masses of troops. The reoccupation of Harper’s Ferry, and the
disposition of troops aboA^e that point, rendered the line of the Potomac
secure against eA^erythihg except cavalry raids. ISTo time was lost in
placing the army in proper condition for an advance, and the circumstances which caused the delay after the battle of Antietam have been
lery

fully enumerated elsewhere.
I never regarded Harper’s Ferry or its vicinity as a proper base of
operations for a movement upon Itichmond. I still considered the line
of the Peninsula as the true approach, but for obvious reasons did not
make any proposal to return to it.
On the 6th of October, as stated above, I was ordered by the Presi-

dent,
to the
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tliroii^'li

his Geiieral-in-Cliief, to cross the
soutli.
Two lines

enemy, or drive him

rotomac and give battle
were presented

for

my

choice:
1st. Up the Valley of the Shenandoah, in which case I was to have
12,000 to 15,000 additional troops.
that is, east of the
2d. To cross between the enemy and Washington
Blue Eidge in which event I was to be re-enforced with 30,000 men.
At first I determined to adopt the line of the Shenandoah, for these
reasons: The Harper’s Ferry and Winchester Eailroad and the various
turni)ikes converging upon Winchester afforded superior facilities for
Our cavalry being weak, this line of communication could
supplies.
be more easily protected. There was no advantage in interposing at
that time the Blue Eidge and the Shenandoah between the enemy and
myself.
At the period in question the Potomac was still very low, and I a})prehended that, if I crossed the river below Harper’s Ferry, the enemy
would promptly check the movement by recrossing into Maryland, at
the same time covering his rear by occupying in strong force the passes
leading through the Blue Eidge from the southeast into the Shenandoah
Valley. I anticipated, as the result of the first course, that Lee would
fight me near Winchester, if he could do so under favorable circumstances, or else that he would abandon the Lower Shenandoah and leave
the Army of the Potomac free to act upon some other line of operations.
If he abandoned the Shenandoah, he would naturally fall back upon
his railway communications.
I have since been confirmed in the belief
that if I had crossed the Potomac below Harper’s Ferry in the early
part of October, General Lee would have recrossed into Maryland.
As above explained, the army was not in condition to move until late
in October, and in the mean time circumstances had changed.
The
period had arrived when a sudden and great rise of the Potomac might
be looked for at any moment the season of bad roads and difficult
movements was approaching, which would naturally deter the enemy
from exposing himself very far from his base, and his movements all
appeared to indicate a falling back from the river toward his supplies.
Under these circumstances, 1 felt at liberty to disregard the possibility
of the enemy’s recrossing the Potomac, and determined to select the
line east of the Blue Eidge, feeling convinced that it would secure me
the largest accession of force and the most cordial support of the President, whose views from the beginning were in favor of that line.
The subject of the defense of the line of the Upper Potomac, after
the advance of the main arm}^, had long occui)ied my attention. I desired to place Harper’s Ferry and its dependencies in a strong state of
defense, and frequently addressed the General-in-Chief upon the subject
of the erection of field works and permanent bridges there, asking for
the funds necessary to accomplish the purpose. Although I did my best
to explain, as clearly as I was able, that I did not wish to erect permanent works of masonry, and that neither the works nor the permanent
bridges had any reference to the advance of the army, but solely to the
permanent occupation of Harper’s Ferry, I could never make tlie General-in-Chief understand my wishes, but was refused the funds necessary
to erect ihe field-works, on the ground that there was no appropriation
for the erection of permanent fortifications, and was not allowed to
build the permanent bridge on the ground that the main army could
not be delayed in its movements until its completion. Of course I never
thought of delaying the advance of the army for that jmrpose, and so

—

—

;
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stated repeatedly. Ou the 25th of October I sent to the General-in-Chief
the following telegram
Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
October 25, 1802—10.45 p. m.
Major-General Halleck,
General-in-Chief, Washington
As the moment is at hand for the advance of this army, a question arises for the
decision of the General-in-Chief, which, although perhaps impliedly decided hy the
President in his letter of the 13th,’' should he clearly presented hy me, as I do not
regard it as in my province to determine it. This question is the extent to which the
line of the Potomac should he guarded, after the army leaves, in order to cover Maryland and Pennsylvania from invasion hy large or small parties of the enemy. It will
always he somewhat difficult to guard the immediate line of the river, owing to its
great extent and the numerous passages which exist. It has long appeared to me
that the hest way of covering this line would ho hy occupying Front Royal, Strashurg, Wardensviile, and Moorefield, or the d6houch6s of the several valjeys in which
they are situated. These points, or suitable places in their vicinity, should he strongly
intrenched and permanently held. One great advantage of this arrangement would
he the covering the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and an essential jjart of the system
would he the construction of the link of railway from Winchester to Strashurg, and
the rebuilding of the Manassas Gap Railway Bridge over the Shenandoah. The intrenchrnent of Manassas Junction would complete the system for the defense of the
approaches to Washington and the Upper Potomac. Many months ago I recommended this arrangement in fact, gave orders for it to he carried into effect. I still
regard it as essential under all circumstances.
The views of the chief engineer of this army in regard to the defenses and garrison
of Harper’s Ferry and its dependencies are in your possession.
The only troops under my command, outside of the organization of the Army of the
Potomac, are the Maryland brigade, under General Ivenly the Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania [Colonel Campbell] Twelfth Illinois Cavalry [Colonel Voss], and Colonel
Davis’ Eighth New York Cavalry total, 2,894 infanHy, one battery, abd about 900
cavalrymen. There are also two of my regiments of cavalry (about 750 men) guarding
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad between Hancock and Cumberland. As I have no
department, and command simply an active army in the field, my responsibility for
the safety of the line of the Potomac and the States north of it must terminate the
moment I advance so far beyond that line as to adopt another for my base of operations.
The question for the General-in-Chief to decide, and which I regard as beyond

—

;

;

;

my

province, is this:
Shall the safety of Harper’s Ferry and the line of the Potomac be regarded as
assured by the advance of the army south of the Blue Ridge, and the line left to take
care of itself?
2d. If it is deemed necessary to hold the line, or that hereinbefore indicated in advance of it, how many troops" shall be placed there, at what points (and in what numbers and of what composition at each), and where shall they be supplied, i. e., from
this army or from other sources ?
Omitting the detached troops mentioned above and the small garrisons of Boonsborough and Frederick, the last returns show the strength of this army for duty to be
about 116,000 officers and men. This includes the divisions of Stoneman and Whipple,
but does not include Heintzelmau, Sigel, and Bayard.
If Harper’s Ferry and the river above are rendered fully secure, it is possible that
the active army, if it supplies the garrison, may be reduced so much as to be inadequate to the purposes contemplated. If it is preserved intact, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad may be unduly exposed.
I know nothing
I leave the decision of these grave questions to the General-in-Chief.
of the number of troops at Baltimore, &c.
An important element in the solution of this problem is the fact that a great portion
of Bragg’s army is probably now at liberty to unite itself with Lee’s command.
I commence crossing the river at Berlin 4n the morning, and must ask a prompt
decision of the questions proposed herein.
Ist.

,

B. McClellan,
Major-General, Commanding.

GEO.

To which

I received the following reply

Washington, October 26, 1862—1.35 p. m.
Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan:
In addition to the command which you had when I came here, you also have the
greater part of that of Major-General Pope. Moreover, you have been authorized to
*

See Addenda to Halleck’s report, p.
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trooi>8 witliin your reach iu General Wool’s department and in Western VirGeneral Banks’ command is also under your direction, with the single restriction that he is not to remove troops from Washington till he has notified me of his

U 80

auy

giuia.

orders.

Since you left Washington I have advised and suggested in relation to your movements, hilt I have given you no orders. I do not give you any now. The Government has intrusted you with defeating and driving hack the rebel army in your
front.
I shall not attempt to control you in the measures you may adopt for that
purpose. You are informed of my views, but the President has left you at liberty to
adopt them or not, as you may deem best. You will also exercise your own discretion in regard to what points on the Potomac and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad
are to be occupied or fortified. I will only add that there is no appropriation for
permanent intrenchments on that line. Moreover, I think it will be time enough to
decide upon fortifying Front Royal, Strasburg, Wardensville, and Moorefield when
the enemy is driven south of them and they come into our possession.
You are
I do not think that we need have any immediate fear of Bragg’s army.
within 20 miles of Lee’s, while Bragg is distant about 400 miles.
.

H.

W. HALLECK,
General-in-Ch ief.

On

the 29th I sent the following

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
October 29, 1862

— 1.15 p.

ni.

Major-General Halleck,
General-in-Chief, Washington
On the 25th instant I sent you a dispatch requesting you to decide what steps
should be taken to guard the line of the Potomac when this army leaves here. To
this I received your reply that I had been intrusted by the President with defeating
and driving away the rebel army; that you had given me no orders heretofore, did
not give me any then, &c. Under these circumstances, I have only to make such
arrangements for guarding this extended line as the means at my disposal will permit, at the same time keeping in view the supreme necessity of maintaining the
moving army in adequate force to meet the rebel army before us.
The dispositions I have ordered are as follows, viz Ten thousand men to be left at
Harper’s Ferry; one brigade of infantry in front of Sharpsburg; Kenly’s brigade of
infantry at Williamsport; ^Kelley’s brigade, including Colonel Campbell’s Fifty-fourth
Pennsylvania Infantry, at Cumberland, and between that point and Hancock. I
have also left four small cavalry regiments to patrol and watch the river and the
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad from Cumberland down to Harper’s Ferry.
I do not regard this force as sufficient to cover securely this great extent of line,
but I do not feel justified in detaching any more troops from my moving columns. I
would therefore recommend that some new regiments of infantry and cavalry be sent
to strengthen the forces left by me.
There should be a brigade of infantry and section of artillery in the vicinity of Cherry Run, another brigade at Hancock, an additional brigade at Williamsport, one regiment at Hagerstown, and one at Chambersburg, with a section of artillery at eacn place if possible. This is on the supposition
that the enemy retain a considerable cavalry force west of the Blue Ridge. If they
go east of it, the occupation of the points named in my dispatch of the 25th instant
will obviate the necessity of keeping many of these troops on the river.
There are now several hundred of our wounded, including General Richardson, in
the vicinity of Sharpsburg, that cannot possibly be moved at present.
I repeat that I do not look upon the forces I have been able to leave from this army
as sufficient to prevent cavalry raids into Maryland and Pennsylvania, as cavalry is
the only description of troops adequate to this service, and I ain, as you are aware,
deficient in this arm.
GEO. B. McClellan,
Major-General, Commanding.
;

•

To which

I received

on the 30th <fchis reply
Washington,

Maj. Gen.

George

B.

:

October 30, 1862—11.30 a. m.

McClellan:

Your telegram of yesterday was received late

last evening. The troops proposed
Thorouglifare Gap will be sent to that place whenever you are in position for their
co-operation, as previously stated, but no new regiments can be sent from, here to the
U])])er Potoniac.
The guarding of that line is loft to your own discretion with the
troops now under your command.
for

H.

W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief.

:
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I Accordingly left the Twelfth Corps at Harper’s Ferry, detaching one
brigade to the vicinity of Sharpsburg. General Morell was i)laced in
(joinniand of the line from the moutii of the Antietain to Oninbeihiiid
General Slocum in command of Harper’s Ferry and the line ea.st of the
;

mouth of the Antietain.
The orders given to these

officers

were as follows

Headquarteiis Army^ of the Potomac,
October 29, 1862

General H.

W. Slocum,

— 1 p. m.

Commanding Army Corps, Harper's Ferry :
directs that you send one brigade of your corps to march
at once to the position now occupied by General F. J. Porter’s corps, in front of
Sharpsburg, to watch and guard the lino of the river from the ford near the mouth of
the Antietain Creek to the mouth of the Opequou Creek. The officer iu command
will also take steps to afford proper protection to the sick and wounded in the hos])itals iu the vicinity of Sharpsburg and Boonsborough.
The regiment now at Boousborough will be placed under his orders. General Kenly, at Williamsport, wTll guard
the river from the mouth of the Opequon above, including the ford at the mouth of
the Opequon.
The commanding general also directs that you take immediate steps to establish
the remainder of your corps as follows, viz One brigade on Maryland Heights, one
brigade on Loudoun Heights, with the remainder on Bolivar Heights and at Harper’s

The general commanding

:

Ferry.

These dispositions should be made at once, so that General
his corps.
Please acknowledge the receipt of this.

Couch can move with
R. B.

MARCY,
Chief of

Staff.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
October 31, 1862.

General

George W. Morell,
*

Commanding Upper Potomac
General: I am instructed by the commanding general to say to you that he has
selected you to perform the highly important and responsible duty of taking charge
of and commanffing the troops left for the defense of the line of the Potomac River,
from the mouth of the Antietam to Cumberland, as well as any other troops that may
hereafter be sent for the protection of the Maryland and Pennsylvania frontier, within
the limits of the lines herein specified. The "force which has been left to guard the
line is not deemed adequate to prevent cavalry raids, but it is all that the commanding
general feels authorized to detach from the Army of the Potomac at the present time,
and it devolves upon you to make the best use of this force in your power. You will
have four cavalry regiments uuderyour command, which should be so distributed along
the river as to watch all the available fords and give timely notice to the infantry of
the approach of any force of rebels. You will aftord all the protection in your power
to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad.
You will endeavor to prevent any cavalry raids
into Maryland and Pennsylvania. You will take steps to have all the sick and
wounded of our army, as well as of the rebel army within yourTines, properly taken
care of until they can be sent to general hospitals, or discharged or paroled. You
:

will make your headquarters at Hagerstown, and occasionally visit the difterent parts
of your line. You will please report promptly to these headquarters everything of
importance that occurs within the limits of your command. The three brigades now
at Cumberland, Williamsport, and Sharpsburg, including the Fifty-fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers, near Cumberland, will be under your command. They are commanded by Generals Kelley, Kenly, and Gordon.
Very respectfully, your obedient servihit,
S.

WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

On the 25tli of October the pontoon bridge at Berlin was constructed,
there being already one across the Potomac and another across the
Shenandoah, at Harper’s Ferry.
On the 2Gtli two divisions of the Nintli Coifiis and Pleasonton’s brigade
otcavalry crossed at Berlin and occupied Lovettsville. The First, Sixth,
and Ninth Corps, the cavalry, and the reserve artillery crossed at Berlin
between the 26th of October and the 2d of November.
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The Second and Fifth Corps crossed at HarpeFs Ferry between the
29th of October and the 1st of N’ovember. Heavy rains delayed the
movement considerably in the beginning, and the First, Fifth, and Sixth
Corps Avere obliged to halt at least one day at the crossings, to complete,
as far as possible, necessary supplies that could not be procured at an
earlier period.

The plan of campaign I adopted during this advance was to move
the army, Avell in hand, parallel to the Blue Eidge, taking Warrenton
as the point of direction for the main body, seizing each pass on the
Blue Eidge by detachments as we approached it, and guarding them
after we had i)assed as Jong as they would enable the enemy to trouble
our communications Avith the Potomac. It was expected that Ave Avould
unite Avith the EleA^enth Corps and Sickles’ diAusion near Thoroughfare
depended upon Harper’s Ferry and Berlin for supiilies until
Gap.
the Manassas Gap Eailway Avas reached. When that occurred, the
])asses in our rear were to be abandoned, and the avmj massed ready
for action or movement in any direction.
It AA’as my intention if, upon reaching Ashby’s or any other jiass, I
found that the enemy Avere in force betAveen it and the Potomac in the
Valley of the Shenandoah, to move into the Amlley, and endeaA^or to
gain their rear. I hardly hoped to accomplish this, but did expect that,
by striking in betw^een Culpeper Court-House and Little Washington, I
could either separate their army and beat them in detail, or else force
them to concentrate as far back as GordonsAulle, and thus place the
Army of the Potomac in position either to adopt the Fredericksburg
line of advance upon Eichmond, or to be remov^ed to the Peninsula, if,
as I apprehended, it Avere found impossible to supply it by the Orange

We

and Alexandria Eailroad beyond Culpeper.
On the 27th of October the remaining divisions of the Einth Corps
crossed at Berlin, and Pleasonton’s cavalry adA^anced to Purcellville.
The concentration of the Sixth Corps, delayed somewhat by intelligence
as to the movements of the enemy near Hedgesville, &c., was commenced on this day, and the First Corps Avas already in motion for
Berlin.

On

the 28th the First Coips and the general headquarters reached

Berlin.

On

the 29th the reserve artillery crossed and encamped near LovettsStoneman’s division, temporarily attached to the Einth Corps,
occupied Leesburg; Averell’s cavalry brigade moved toward Berlin from
Hagerstown; two diAusions of the Einth Corps moA^ed to Wheatland,
and one to Waterford. The Second Corps commenced the passage of
the Sheuandoah at Harper’s Ferry, and moved into the valley east of
Loudoun Heights.
On the 30th the First Cordis crossed at Berlin and encamped near
LovettsAulle, and the Second Corps completed the passage of the Shenandoah. The Fifth Corps commenced its march from Sharpsburg to
Harper’s Ferry.
On the 31st the Second Corps moA^ed to the vicinity of Hillsborough
the Sixth Corps reached Boonsborough the Fifth Corps reached Harper’s Ferry, one division crossing the Shenandoah.
On the 1st of EAA^ember the First Corps moved to PurcellAulle and
Hamilton the Second Corps to Wood GroA^e; the Fifth Corps to Hillsborougl) the Sixth Corps reached Berlin, one di\ision crossing. Pleasonton’s cavalry occupied Philomont, having a sharp skirmish there and
at Bloondield.
On Eovcmber2 the Second Corps occupied Snicker’s Gap; the Fifth

Aille.

;

;

;

;
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Corps, Siiickersville the Sixth Corps crossed the Potomac and encamped near Wheatland; the Ninth Corps advanced to Bloomlield,
Union, and Philomont. Pleasonton drove the enemy out of Union.
Averell was ordered to join Pleasonton. The enemy offered no serious
;

resistance to the occupation of Snicker’s Gap, hut advanced to regain
possession of it with a column of some 5,000 to 6,000 infantry, who were
driven back by a few rounds from our rifled guns.
On the 3d the First Corps moved to Philomont, Union, Bloomfield,
<!s:c.
the Second Corps to the vicinity of Upperville; the Fifth Corps
remained a?t Snicker’s Gap; the Sixth Corps moved to Purcellville; the
Ninth Corps moved toward Upi)erville. Pleasonton drove the enemy
out of Upperville after a severe fight.
On the 4th the Second Corps took possession of Ashby’s Gap the
Sixth Corps reached Union the Ninth Corps, Upperville; the cavalry
occupied Piedmont. On the 5th the First Corps nfbved to Kectortown
and White Plains one division of the Second Corps to the intersection
of the Paris and Piedmont with the Upperville and Barbee’s road the
Sixth Cor])s to the Aldie pike, east of Upperville the Ninth Corps
beyond the Manassas Eailroad, between Piedmont and Salem, with a
brigade at Alanassas Gap. The cavalry under Averell had a skirmish
at Manassas Gap, and the brigade of Pleasonton gained a handsome
victory over superior numbers at Barbee’s Cross-Eoads. Bayard’s cavalry had some sharp skirmishing in front of Salem.
On the 6th the First Corps advanced to Warrenton; the Second
Corps to Eectortown the Fifth Corps commenced its movement from
Snicker’s Gap to White Plains; the Ninth Corps to Waterloo and vicinity on the Eappahannock ; the Eleventh Corps was at New Baltimore, Thoroughfare and Hopewell Gaps; Sickles’ division guarding
;

;

:

;

;

;

;

the Orange and Alexandria Eailroad from Manassas Junction toward
arrenton Junction the cavalry near Flint Hill Bayard to cut off
what there might be in Warrenton and to proceed to the Eappahannock

W

;

;

Station.

November 7 General Pleasonton was ordered to move toward Little
Washington and Sperry ville, and thence toward Culpeper Court-House.
Novembers the Second Corps moved half way to Warrenton the
;

Fifth Corps to New Baltimore.
November 9 the Second and Fifth Corps reached Warrenton ; the
Sixth Corps New Baltimore.
Late on the night of the 7th I received an order relieving me from
the command of the Army of the Potomac, and directing me to turn it
over to General Burnside, which 1 at once did.
I had already given the orders for the movements of the 8th and 9th.
These orders were carried into effect without change.
The position in which I left the army, as the result of the orders I
had given, was as follows
The First, Second, and Fifth Corps, Eeserve Artillery, and general
headquarters, at Warrenton the Ninth Corps on the line of the Eappahannock, in the vicinity of Waterloo; the Sixth Corps at New Baltimore; the Eleventh Corps at New Baltimore, Gainesville, and Thoroughfare Gap
Sickles’ division of the Third Corps on the Orange and
:

;

;

Alexandria Eailroad from Manassas Junction to Warrenton Junction
Pleasonton across the Eappahannock at Amissville, Jefferson, &c., with
his pickets at Hazel Eiver, facing Longstreet, 6 miles from Culpeper
Court-House; Bayard, near Eappahannock Station.
The army was thus massed near Warrenton, ready to act in any
required direction, perfeetty in hand, and in admirable condition and
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I doubt whether during: the whole period that I had the honor
to command the Army of the Potomac it was in such excellent condiI gave up the command to General
tion to fight a great battle.
Burnside the best information in our possession indicated that Longstreet was immediately in our front near Culpeper j Jackson, with one,
perhaps both, of the Hills, near Chester and Thornton^s Gaps, with the
mass of their force west of the Blue Eidge.
spirits.

When

The reports from General Pleasonton, on the advance, indicated the
two wings of the enemy’s forces, and either
beating Longstreet separately or forcing him to fall back at least upon

possibility of separating the

Gordonsville, to effect his junction with the rest of the army.
The following is from the report of General Pleasonton:
At this time and from the 7th instant my advance pickets were at Hazel River,
within 6 miles of Culpeper, besides having my fiank pickets toward Chester and
Thornton's Gaps extended to Gaines’ Cross-Roads and Newby’s Cross-Roads, with
numerous patrols in the direction of Woodville, Little Washington, and Sperry ville.
The information gained from these parties, and also from deserters, x)risoners, contrabands, as well as citizens, established the fact of Longstreet with his command
being at Culpeper, while Jackson with D. H. Hill, with their respective commands,
were in the Shenandoah Valley, on the western side of the Blue Ridge, covering
Chester and Thornton’s Gaps, and expecting us to attempt to pass through and attack
them.
As late as the 17th of November a contraband just from Strasburg came in my camj)
and reported that D. H. Hill’s corps was 2 miles beyond that place, on the railroad to
Mount Jackson. Hill was tearing up the road and destroying the bridges, under the
impression that we intended to follow into that valley, and was en route iov Staunton.
Jackson’s corps was between Strasburg and Winchester. Ewell and A. P. Hill were
with Jackson. Provisions were scarce, and the rebels were obliged to keep moving
to obtain them.

Had I remained in command, I should have made the attempt to
divide the enemy as before suggested, and could he have been brought
to a battle within reach of my supplies, I cannot doubt that the result
would have been a brilliant victory for our army.
On the 10th of November General Pleasonton was attacked by Longstreet with one division of infantry and Stuart’s cavalry, but repulsed
the attack. This indicates the relative position of our army and that
of the enemy at the time I was relieved from the command.
It would be impossible to participate in operations such as those described in the foregoing pages without forming fixed opinions upon
subjects connected with the organization of our armies and the general
conduct of military operations.
This report would be incomplete without a brief allusion to some general considerations which have been firmly impressed upon me by the
events which have occurred. To my mind the most glaring defect in
our armies is the absence of system in the appointment and promotion
of general and other officers and the want of means for the theoretical
instruction of the mass of officers. The expansion of the army was so
great and so rapid at the commencement of the existing war that it
was perhaps impossible, in the great scarcity of instructed officers, to
have adopted any other course than that which was pursued; but the
time has arrived when measures may be initiated to remedy existing
defects and provide against their recurrence.
I think that the army should be regarded as a permanent one
that
;
is to say, its aflairs should be administered precisely as if all who belonged to it had made it their profession for life, and those rules for
])roinotion, &c., which have been found necessary in the best foreign
armies to excite honorable emulation, i)roduce an esprit de corps^ and
secure efficiency, should be followed by us. All officers and soldiers

a
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be made to feel that merit that is to say, courage, good eonduct,
the knowledge and performance of the duties of their grade, and fitness
to exercise those of a superior grade
will insure to thOm advanceuient
in their profession, and can alone secure it for them.
Measures should
be adopted to secure the theoretical instruction of staff officers at least,
who should, as far as possible, be selected from officers having a military
education or who have seen actual service in the field. The number of
cadets at the Military Academy should be at once increased to the
greatest extent permitted by the capacity of the institution. The Eegular Army should be increased and maintained complete in numbers
and efficiency.
well-organized system of recruiting and of depots for
instruction should be adoi)ted in order to keep the ranks of the regiments full, and supply promptly losses arising from battle or disease.
This is especially necessary for the artillery and cavalry arms of the
service, which from the beginning of the war have rendered great services, and which have never been fully api>reciated by any but their comrades.
need also large bodies of well-instructed engineer trooj)s.
In the arrangement and conduct of campaigns the direction should be
left to professional soldiers.
statesman may perhaps be more competent than a soldier to determine the political objects and direction of
a campaign but those once decided upon, everything should be left to
the responsible military head without interference from civilians. In
no other manner is success probable.
The meddling of individual
members or committees of Congress with subjects which, from lack of
experience, they are of course incapable of comprehending, and which
they are too apt to view through the distorted medium of partisan or
])ersonal prejudice, can do no good, and is certain to produce incalculaslioiild

—

A

We

A

;

ble mischief.
1 cannot omit the expression of my thanks to the President for the
constant evidence given me of his sincere personal regard, and his
desire to sustain the military plans which my judgment led me to urge
I cannot attribute his failure to adopt
for adoption and execution.
some of those plans, and to give that support to others which was
necessary to their success, to any want of confidence in me; and it only
remains for me to regret that other counsels came between the constitutional commander-in-chief and the general whom he had placed at
the head of his armies counsels which resulted in the failure of great

—

cami)aigus.
If the nation possesses no generals in service competent to direct its
military afiairs without the aid or supervision of politicians, the sooner
it finds them and places them in position the better will it be for its
fortunes.
I may be pardoned for calling attention to the memorandum submitted by me to the President on the 4th of August, 1861, my letter to
him of July 7, 1862, and other similar communications to him and to the
Secretary of War. I have seen no reason to change, in any material
regard, the views there expressed.
After a calm, impartial, and patient consideration of the subject
subject which demands the closest thought on the part of every true
lover of his country I am convinced that, by the proper employment
of our resources, it is entirely possible to bring this war to a successful
military issue. I believe that a necessary preliminary to the re-establishment of the Union is the entire defeat or virtual destruction of the
organized military power of the Confederates, and that such a result
should be accompanied and followed by conciliatory measures, and that,
by pursuing the political course I have always advised, it is possible to

—

—
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bring about a permanent restoration of the Union a reunion by which
rights of both sections shall be preserved, and by which both parties
shall preserve their self-respect while they respect eacli other.
In this report I have confined myself to a plain narrative of such facts
as are necessary for the purposes of history. Where it was possible I
have preferred to give these facts in the language of dispatches written
at the time of their occurrence, rather than to attemt)t a new" relation.
The reports of the subordinate commanders, hereto annexed, recite
wUat time and space would fail me to mention here those individual
instances of conspicuous bravery and skill by which every battle was
tlie

—

especially refer, for without them this narand justice fail to be done. But I cannot
commanders, and to other general officers
under them, such ample recognition of their cordial co-operation and
I have not
their devoted services as those reports abundantly avouch.
sought to defend the army which I had the honor to command, nor
myself, against the hostile criticisms once so rife. It has seemed to me
that nothing more was required than such a plain and truthful narrativ^e to enable those whose right it is to form a correct judgment on the

marked.

To them

I

must

rative w"ould be incomplete
omit to tender to my cori)S

important matters involved.
This report is, in fact, the history of the Army of the Potomac.
During the period occui)ied in the organization of that army, it served
as a barrier against the advance of a lately victorious enemy while the
fortification of the capital was in progress, and under the discipline
which it then received it acquired strength, education, and some of
that experience which is necessary to success in active operations, and
which enabled it afterward to sustain itself under circumstances trying
Frequent skirmishes occurred along the lines,
to the most heroic men.
conducted with great gallantry, which inured our troops to the realities
of war.

The army grew into shai)e but slowly, and the delays which attended
on the obtaining of arms, continuing late into the wunter of 1861-’62,
were no less trying to the soldiers than to the people of the country.
Even at the time of the organization of the Peninsular campaign some
of the finest regiments were without rifles nor were the utmost exertions on the part of the military authorities adequate to overcome the
;

obstacles to active service.
When at length the army was in condition to take the field, the Peninsular campaign was planned, and entered upon with enthusiasm by
officers and men.
Had this campaign been followed uj) as it was
designed, I cannot doubt that it would have resulted in a glorious triumph to our arms and the permanent restoration of the power of the
Government in Virginia and North Carolina, if not throughout the
revolting States. It was, however, otherwise ordered, and, instead of
reporting a victorious campaign, it has been my duty to relate the heroism of a reduced army, sent upon an expedition into an enemy^s country,
there to abandon one and originate another and new i)lan of campaign,
which might and would have been successful if supported with appreciation of its necessities, but which failed because of the repeated failure of
promised support at the most critical and, as it i^roved, the most fatal
moments. That heroism surpasses ordinary description. Its illustration must be left for the pen of the historian in times of calm reflection,
wlien the nation shall be looking back to the past from the midst of
l)eaceful days.
For me, now, it is sufiicient to say that my comrades
^yere victors on every field save one, and there the endurance of but
little more than a single corps accomplished the object of the fighting.
•
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apd, by securing to the army its transit to the James, left to the enemy
a ruinous and barren victory.
The Army of the Potomac was first reduced by the withdrawal from
my command of the division of General Blenker, which was ordered to
the Mountain Department, under General Fremont.
had scarcely
landed on the Peninsula when it was further reduced by a dispatch
revoking a previous order giving me command of Fort Monroe, and
under which I had expected to take 10,000 men from that point to aid
in our operations.
Then, when under fire before the defenses of Yorktown, we received the news of the withdrawal of General McDowell’s
corps of about 35,000 men.
This completed the overthrow of the
original plan of the campaign. About one- third of my entire army
(five divisions out of fourteen, one of the nine remaining being but
little larger than a brigade) was thus taken from me.
Instead of a rapid
advance, which I had planned, aided by a flank movement up the York
Eiver, it was only left to besiege Yorktown. That siege was successfully conducted by the army, and, when these strong works at length
yielded to our approaches, the troops rushed forward to the sanguinary
but successful battle of Williamsburg, and thus opened an almost unresisted advance to the banks of the Chickahominy. Eichmond lay
before them, surrounded with fortifications and guarded by an armj^
larger than our own, but the prospect did not shake the courage of the
brave men who composed my command. Eelying still on the support
which the vastness of our undertaking and the grand results depending
on our success seemed to insure us, we pressed forward. The weather
was stormy bej’ond precedent the deep soil of the Peninsula was at
times one vast morass j the Chickahominy rose to a higher stage than
had been known for years before. Pursuing the advance, the crossings
were seized^ and the right wing extended to effect a junction with reenforcements now promised and earnestly desired, and upon the arrival
of which the complete success of the campaign seemed clear. The
brilliant battle of Hanover Court-House was fought, which opened the
way for the First Corps, with the aid of which, had it come, we should
then have gone into the enemy’s capital. It never came. The bravest
army could not do more under such overwhelming disappointment than
the Army of the Potomac then did. Fair Oaks attests their courage
and endurance when they hurled back again and again the vastly superior masses of the enemy.
But mortal men could not accomplish the
miracles that seemed to have been expected of them. But one course
was left a flank march in the face of a powerful enemy to another and
better base one of the most hazardous movements in war. The Army
of the Potomac, holding its own safety and almost the safety of our
cause in its hands, was equal to the occasion. The seven days are
classical in American history
those days in which the noble soldiers
of the Union and Constitution fought an outnumbering enemy by day
and retreated from successive victories by night through a week of
battle, closing the terrible series of conflicts with the ever memorable
victory of Malvern, where they drove back, beaten and shattered, the
entire eastern army of the Confederacy, and thus secured for themselves a place of rest and a point for a new advance upon the capital
from the banks of the James. Eichmond was still within our grasp
had the Ariliy of the Potomac been re-enforced and iiermitted to advance; but counsels Avhich I cannot but think subsequent events proved
unwise prevailed in Washington, and we were ordered to abandon the
campaign. Hever did soldiers better deserve the thanks of a nation

We

;
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Army of the Potomac for the deeds of the Peninsular campaign,
and although that meed was withheld from them hy the authorities,
I am persuaded they have received the ai)plause of the American
thiiu the

people.

The Army of the Potomac was recalled from within sight of Eichmond
and incorporated with the Army of Yirginia. The disappointments of
the campaign on the Peninsula had not damped their ardor or diminThey fought well, faithfully, gallantly, under
ished their patriotism.
General Pope, yet were compelled to fall back on Washington, defeated
and almost demoralized.
The enemy, no longer occupied in guarding his own capital, poured
his troops northward, entered Maryland, threatened Pennsylvania, and
even Washington itself. Elated by his recent victories, and assured
that our troops were disorganized and dispirited, he was confident that
the seat of war was now permanently transferred to the loyal States,
and that his own exhausted soil was to be relieved from the burden of
supporting two hostile armies; but he did not understand the spirit
which animated the soldiers of the TJnion. I shall not, nor can I, living,
forget that when I was ordered to the command of the troops for the defense of the capital, the soldiers with whom I had shared so much of
the anxiety and pain and suffering of the war had not lost their confidence in me as their commander. They sprang to my call with all their
ancient vigor, discipline, and courage. I led them into Maryland.
Fifteen days after they had fallen back defeated before Washington,

they vanquished the enemy on the rugged heights of South Mountain,
pursued him to the hard-fought field of Antietam, and drove him, broken
and disappointed, across the Potomac into Yirginia.
The army had need of rest. After the terrible experiences of battles and marches, with scarcely an interval of repose, which they had
gone through from the time of leaving for the Peninsula, the return to
Washington, the defeat in Yirginia, the victory at South Mountain and
again at Antietam, it was not surprising that they were in a large degree destitute of the absolute necessaries to effective duty. Shoes were
worn out, blankets were lost, clothing was in rags in short, the army
was unfit for active service, and an interval for rest and equipment was
necessary. When the slowly forwarded supplies came to us, I led the
army across the river, renovated, refreshed, in good order and discipline,
and followed the retreating foe to a position where I was confident of
decisive victory, when, in the midst of the movement, while my advance
guard was actually in contact with the enemy, I was removed from the
;

command.
I am devoutly grateful to God that my last campaign with this brave
army was crowned with a victory which saved the nation from the
greatest periPit had then undergone. I have not accomplished my purpose if, by this report, the Army of the Potomac is not placed high on

the roll of the historic armies of the world. Its deeds ennoble the nation
to which it belongs.
Always ready for battle, always firm, steadfast,
and trustworthy, I never called on it in vain; nor will the nation ever
have cause to attribute its want of success, under myself or under other
commanders, to any failure of patriotism or bravery in that noble body
of American soldiers.
No man can justly charge upon any portion of that army, from the
commanding general to the private, any lack of devotion to the service
of the Enited States Government and to the cause of the Constitution
and the Union. They have proved their fealty in much sorrow, suffer-
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danger, and tliroiigli the very shadow of death. Their comrades,
all the lields where we fought, have scarcely more claim to the
lionor of a nation’s reverence than the survivors to the justice of a
iiig,

dead on

nation’s gratitude.
I

am,

sir,

verv respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. B. McOLELLAX,
Major-General^ U.

Brig. Gen.

IS.

Army.

Lorenzo Thomas,

Adjutant’GeneraU

TJ.

8.

Army.

N^o. 3.

Report of Brig. Gen. Rufus Ingalls, chief quartermaster, Army of the Potomac, of operations of the quartermaster'' s department September 2-Novemher 9, 18G2, tenth annual report for fiscal year ending June 30, 1863.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of Chief Quartermaster,
Camp near Falmouth, Va., February 17, 1863.

General I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 20th ultimo asking for a report of the operations of
the quartermaster’s department from the time I succeeded General Van
Vliet to the date of transfer of the command by General McClellan.^'
:

On

.

*******

arrival at Yorktown and Fortress Monroe, the troops were embarked, as rapidly as our means of water transportation would allow,
for Aquia and Alexandria, in order to unite with the forces under General Poi)e.
The cavalry and means of land transportation were the last
to be shipped.
Much of the cavalry did not arrive until after Pope had
Many
fallen back on the defenses and had been relieved in command.
of the baggage trains were still behind, and did not come up until tliis
army was reorganized by General McClellan after Pope’s reverses, and
had reached the Antietam. Great exertions were required and made
to supply the army on its march in the Maryland campaign.
So soon as General McClellan was invested with the command of the
army for the defenses of Washington,” I ordered all quartermasters
to make requisitions for such supplies as would be necessary to put the
troops in condition to take the field. The army was then resting near
its great dejiots.
Most of the troops were well supplied for that occasion, but some commands, owing to the suddenness of the march, having left their clothing on vessels at Harrison’s Landing to be brought
to Alexandria, neglect, or inexperience of staff officers, subsequently
Avere subjected to some privations.
It Avas at this period that General McClellan organized and put in
motion a grand army that expelled the enemy from Maryland. This
army moved early in September toward Frederick by way of Eockville
and Urbana. I left on the 8th and joined headquarters at Rockville.
Until the army reached the vicinity of railroads, it was supplied exclusively by our wagon trains direct from Washington. At that season of
*

So
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I, pp. 104-166; hat see annual report following.
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tlie year it Avas not difficult to do tliis at a distance of 20 or 30 miles
from our base, the roads then being good. Our first sujAplies by rail
came to the Monocacy, on the Baltimore and Ohio Eailroad. So soon
as the bridge A^^as finished, the depot Avas moved into the city of FredAfter the battle of South Mountain, the country Avas opened to
erick.
HagerstoAvn, on the Cumberland Valley Eailroad, Avhere another depot
Soon after the battle of Antietam anAvas immediately established.
other Avas established near Harper’s Feriy. The canal Avas navigable
for supplies to near Poolesville.
With these depots the army from Williamsport to Poolesville vras
supplied Avith all its material Arants, except as hereafter referred to in
this report.
The labor, hoAvever, of arranging and perfecting this system of transportation, of bringing to each depot the requisite amount,
and the details of trains for the distribution of these vast supplies to the
diflerent portions of the army, v^as excessively onerous night and day.
Immediately after the battle of Antietam, efforts vrere made to supply
deficiencies in clothing and horses.
Large requisitions Avere prepared
and sent in. The artillery and cavalry required large numbers to cover
Both of these
losses sustained in battle, on the march, and by disease.
arms Avere deficient Avhen they left Washington.
most violent and
destructive disease made its appearance at this time, Avhich put nearly
4,000 animals out of service. Horses reported perfectly A?ell one day
Avould be dead or lame the next, and it Avas difficult to foresee Avliere
it Avould end or Avhat number Avould coA^er the loss.
They Avere attacked in the hoof and tongue. No one seemed able to account satisfactorily for the appearance of this disease.
Animals kept at rest Avould
recover in time, but could not be Avorked. I made application to send
West and purchase horses at once, but it was refused on the ground that
the outstanding contracts provided for enough; but they were not delivered sufficiently fast nor in sufficient numbers until late in October

A

and early in November. I was authorized to buy 2,500 late in October,
but the delivery was not completed until in November, after we had
reached Warrenton.
There was great delay in receiving our clothing. The orders were
promptly given by me and approved by General Meigs, but the roads
were slow to transport, particularly the Cumberland Valley road. For
instance, clothing ordered to Hagerstown on the 7th of October for the
corps of Franklin, Porter, and Eeynolds, did not arrive there until about
the 18th, and by that time, of course, there were increased wants and
changes in position of troops. The clothing, however, arrh^ed in great
quantities near the last of October, almost too late for issue, as the army
Avas crossing into Virginia.
We finally left 50,000 suits at Harper’s
Ferry, partly on the cars just arrived and partly in store.
During the whole of September and October Ave increased our stock
of animals all in our power. In the beginning of October my records
show that there was with the army immediately present under General
McClellan about 3,219 baggage and supply wagons, some 7,880 artillery,
8,142 caAmlry, and G,471 team horses, and 10,392 mules, making some
32,885 animals in all. Many additional were absolutely necessary to
moA^e the army. (See list herewith, marked A.)
About the 1st of November following there was much improvement.
My records show that, exclusive of the forces about Washington, there
Avere 3,911 wagons, 907 ambulances, 7,139 artillery, 9,582 caA^alry, and
8,093 team horses, and 12,483 mules, making 37,897 in all.
(See return
hereAA ith, marked B.)
This exhibits about the number on hand when
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General AIcGlellaii was relieved. Of course tliese figures show the whole
number of animals for which forage had to be provided. I am aware
that during October and November my returns showed a much larger
number of horses on hand than were reported fit for active service by
the corps commanders. Forage was necessarily provided for all, while
many of the cavalry and artillery horses present were unfit for a march.
Subsequently our trains were increased to near 3,000 wagons and 6,000
animals of all kinds, after the Eleventh and Twelfth Corps had joined.
We could then have ten days’ supply.
Near the last of October preparations were made to cross the Potomac
at Berlin, a few miles below Harper’s Ferry.
Supplies of subsistence,
forage, ordnance, and hospital stores were loaded in our wagons to
meet our wants until we should reach the Manassas Gap Eailroad at
Salem and Eectortowu, to which points stores were sent direct from
Washington and Alexandria. Our trains at this time could not carry
supplies of provisions and short forage for the army, with the necessary ordnance, hospital stores, camp equipage, &c., for more than six
or eight days.
wagon drawn by six mules over good roads can haul

A

1,200 short rations of provisions (bread, sugar, coffee, salt, and soap)
and six days’ rations of grain for mules. Over hilly or muddy roads
the weight would be correspondingly reduced. It can thus be easily
seen how far from our depots an army can be supplied by wagons.
When the supplies in trains become exhausted, an army must be at or
near another source of supply, as a matter of course.
The march from the Potomac at Berlin to Warrenton, where General
McClellan left the army, was a magnificent spectacle of celerity and
skill.
It w^as in camp near Eectortown, on the 7th November, 1862,
that the general was relieved. At this time the department was well
organized. The officers had become well instructed, experienced, zealous, and practical. But for their untiring energy and implicit obedience to orders, such an army on the march, with constantly changing
depots, could never have been furnished with necessary allowances.
The great success attending our marches is due in part to the intelligence, fidelity, and perseverance of the officers of the Quartermaster’s
Department, to whom I owe much and to whom my gratitude is due.
I am bound, also, to bear testimony to the promptness of the Quartermaster-General and all his depot officers, alPof whom have invariably
desired to assist me all in their power. I must also call the attention
of General McClellan to the merits of those officers in my department
who have served at our great depots. It was on these officers we
mainly relied for our supplies. Lieut. Col. Fred. Myers, aide-de-camp
and quartermaster, joined me in the march into Maryland, and has had
particular charge of transportation. His services have been laborious
and valuable. It was Colonel Myers who took charge of and successfully brought in the trains after Pope’s defeat.
I was then at Alexandria and knew the fact, though General Pope did not refer to his name
at all in his report, and his services recently have not been rewarded.
I feel greatly indebted to Colonel Sawtelle, to whom I have already
referred.
thanks are also due to Captains Eankin, Wagner, Peirce,
Pitkin, and Bliss.
I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

My

EUFHS INGALLS,
Chief Quartermaster^

General E. B. Marcy,
Chief of Staffs Mcijor- General McClellan^

Army

New

of the Potomac,

TorJc City.
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—Report of the means of transportation,

with the
18G2.

I,

Armn

of (he rotomae, on Ovioher

! i
Means

of transportation.

llonses.
animals.

men.

Command.

of

of
73

a
o
Number

tf)

Horses.

Mules.

j
Army Ileadqiiarters
First; Army Corps
Second Army Corps
Fifth Army Corps
Sixth Army Corps
J^inth Army Corps
Twelith Army Corps
Foxirteen regiments of cavalry t
Four batteries of horse artilleryt.

General Couch’s

1,000
13, 707
10, 083
30, 920
18, 743
12, 800
17, 159
7, 000
COO
9, 740

.

’

division],

Total

127, 818

,

1,

Number

Artillery.

Cavalry.

C3

1

229
490
338
882
0.54

*922
*1, 140
520
80
204
6,

Ambulances.

471

254
703
1,798
2, 243
999
*1,317
*1,523
780

10,

775

120
403
440
005
303
400
300
200
20
188

392

3,219

0

.500

108

180

‘)83

800
040
1,980
1,200
1,080
1,080

34’

119

7,

3, 2.39

3,170

1.

85
217
70
000

3, .5.30
3,
8,
’

040
22

50

CO

139

.5,

2, !)38

825
300
72((

1,029

8,142

7.

880

32,

885

RUFUS INGALLS.
Chief Quartermaster,

B

.

Army

of the Potomac.

—

Report of the n umher of officers and enlisted men, the n umber of horses and other means
of transportation, and (he numher of cavalry and artillery horses in each rcyiment or battery, and at brigade and division headquarters, in the Army of the Rotomae on November 1,
18o2.
'

Number at army

1

headquarters and in each corps.

Means

of transportation.

Horses,
animals.

men.

Command.

public

enlisted

wagons.

officers.

75

Q
0
of

of

of

to
C5
Ambulances.

Two-horse

P-)
Number

Number

Artillery.

a

Horses.

Number

Cavalry.

!

'

1

Headquarters

Army of the Potomac

FIRST
Ui'a,ilqnartfiT'.«»

ARMY

002

98

2,

154

343

553

105

13
370

7,

30
072

33
758

16
329

207

78

30
25

450

375

7,

598

398

428

147

57

37

226

357

7,

283

579

279

164

1

62

10

364

1,115

21,

983 1,708

1,052

527

5 200

102

11
391

89
264

16
240

32
582

7

1

94

8,

161

25

385

8,501

146

992

190

427

8,516

135

528

151

430

537

134

515

.

21

10

1,

1,9.58

CORPS.

of p.urps

Doubleday
commanding.
Second Division, General J, B. Ricketts commanding.
Third Division, General George G.
Meade commanding.
First Division, General A.

9

”4'

3

1,

040

3,

968

3,

551

SECOND ARMY CORPS.
j

nf p.nrpa
First Division, General
TTi'nilqnartp.ra

W.

S.

Han-

cock commanding.
Second Division, General W, A. Gorman commanding.
Third Division, General 'William H.
French commanding.

1,214

25,

2,

Attached to Sixth Corps.

Several of the corps did not report the ambulances.

7

R R —VOL

XIX,

2

215

5

6

336

4

0

223

35

100

774
1

t Estimated.
to other corps.
Artillery horses accounted for in that corps.

*A number of these animals were transferred
t

2
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I
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Humber at army headquarters and
Means of

(Chap.

in each corps.

transportation.

Horses.

Command.

FIFTH ARMY CORPS.

Headquarters of corps
Hirst Division, General George Sykes

272
235

38
148

63
605

15
128

185

4,

311

7,

268

409

178

138

12

573

13,

054

238

037

228

446

931

327

102

100

788

23
162

commanding.
Second Division, General A. A. Humphreys commanding.
Tliird Division, General Morell com-

manding

Artillery Deserve, Colonel

Hays com-

31

1,

195
162

manding.
100

25,

19
439

9,

203
614

247
633

453

30
219

473

554

13,

623

238

859

190

444

584

12,

605

166

951

211

192

179

3,

755

58

242

70

106

775

39,

800

518

720

293

6,

43
503

212
236

32
407

5
106

140

275

6,

571

302

437

164

308

225

5,

246

87

548

114

616

11,

714

753

746

194

1,417

30,

077

170

583

38

1,

170

106

459

121

572

13,

374

444

551

188

436

8,

501

480

272

5,

508

171

318
396

28,

553
995

1,

760 1,160

1,

985

197 1,591

4,

933

5,

241

SIXTH ARMY CORPS.

Headquarters of .corps
Hirst Division, General TV. T. H.
Brooks commanding.
Second Division, General TVilliam
H. Smith commanding.
Third Division, General J. Hewton
commanding.
Maryland Brigade, General J. E.
Kenly commanding.
1,

1,

342

13

2,

104

166

1,

215

NINTH ARMY CORPS.
Headquarters of corps
Hirst Division, Col. TVilliam M. Henton commanding.
Second Division, General S. D. Sturgis commanding.
Third Division, General G. TV. Getty
commanding.
Hourth Division, General George
Stoneman commanding.

1,

590

2,

175

22 220

757

298

797

921

5,478

TWELFTH ARMY CORPS.
Headquarters of corps, including artillery of Hirst and Second Divis-

747

ions.

Hirst Division, General A. S. TVill-

iams commanding.
Second Division, General J. TV. Geary
commanding.
Third Division, General A. TV. TVhipple commanding.
1,

Cavalry and horse artillery
Total

8,

7,

433 *181, 752

1,

201
752

128

1,

12,

215

331

79

530
541

516
276

33

911

94 813

483

3,

7,

063

9,

582

962
630
j7,

3,

782

139 37, 897

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
November
I certify that the above report

is correct.

Chief Quartermaster^
*

1,

1862.

KUHUS IHGALLS,
Army

of the Potomac.

Overestimated, I suspect, but so reported by tbe quartermasters.

—R,
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Rufus Ingalls., chief quartermaster of the
of the Potomac, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 18G3.

report of Brig. Gen.

Army

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Office of Chief Quartermaster,
Camp near Culpeper, Ya., September 28, 1863.
In compliance with your General Orders, Ho. 13, of last
July, the 22d, I have the honor to submit the following report on the
operations of the quartermasters department of the Army of the Potomac during the fiscal year ending on the 30th June, 1863
On the first day of the fiscal year I established the great depot on
James Eiver, at Harrison^s Landing, at and around which point General
McClellan concentrated his army after the eventful seven days’ battles
about Eichmond. On the 28th of June preceding I had broken up the
depot at White House, on the Pamunkey, in execution of orders received from the general commanding and General Yan Yliet, then chief
quartermaster of the army, and had successfully removed all the transports containing the public supplies more than five hundred vessels of
from the York to James Elver. I arrived atHaxall’s,
all descriptions
above City Point, on the left bank of the James, near noon of the 30th
of June, and reported in person to General McClellan when he came to
the river some two or three hours later in the day, and while the first

General

:

:

—

—

great fight at Malvern Hill was raging.
The army was destitute of supplies; my arrival was exceedingly fortunate and opportune. Temporary barge wharves were at once constructed at Harrison’s Landing, the transports were brought alongside,
and the subsistence, ordnance, hospital, and quartermaster’s departments were prepared for the issue of necessary supplies on the arrival
found in the vicinity a few old wharves, which conof the troops.
tributed greatly to the accommodation of the commissary, ordnance,
and hospital departments, but generally we bad to rely upon our own
resources in the construction of landings or wharves at our various
depots.
At the commencement of the movement to the Peninsula I was placed
in charge of the assembling of transports, fitting them for the voyages,
and embarking the troops. I took post at Alexandria, by order of the
War Department, so soon as the blockade of the Potomac was raised,
and remained there from the 18th of March until the 3d of April, 1862,
up to which time I had personally superintended the embarkation of
more than 70,000 men of the Army of the Potomac.
It was my duty, while on the Peninsula, to establish the depots of
supply for the army, and to see that all proper stores were provided
and issued. This duty was excessively laborious and responsible, especially at Cheeseman’s Creek, Yorktown, and White House, during the
There were few officers of experience in the
night as well as day.
quartermaster’s department at that time with the army, either in the
regular or volunteer service. The magnitude of our operations far exceeded what any quartermaster had ever before witnessed, or, indeed,
read of.
The sites of the depots at Cheeseman’s Creek and White
House were selected by me, and the landings constructed under my
immediate superintendence, and sometimes with the assistance of my
own hands. I was up to that date almost alone, so far as good officers
were concerned. Proper measures had been taken by General Yan
Yliet to have an abundance of forage, clothing, &c., afloat, and in readiness to be issued a-t the depots, The subsistence department, also,
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the present time, has always been well prepared with

and employes.

mean time

were acquiring the requisite experience, and
well trained and efficient quartermasters, so that at Harrison’s Landing, for instance, I was
relieved of an onerous load of duty by officers whom I had selected on
account of their great merit. I made the following assignment at this
depot, holding the general superintendence myself, viz:
Capt. O. G-. Sawtelle (uow lieutenant-colonel and chief quartermaster
Cavalry Bureau), in special charge of water transportation and other
branches Capt. L. H. Peirce, in charge of land transportation Capts.
C. B. Wagner and A. Bliss, in charge of clothing; Capt. P. P. Pitkin,
in charge of employes; and Capt. J. B. Winslow, in charge of forage.
In twenty-four hours after the establishment of this depot, every duty
was performed with great punctuality and accuracy. All issues were
made on prescribed requisitions and necessary supplies called for.
A record of all arrivals and departures of vessels was kept by the
harbor-master. Eegular mail and freight boats were put on the route
to Portress Monroe, and vessels were constantly plying between the
depot and the principal seaport cities.
I will here remark that I must refer you to the detailed reports of
my subordinate officers, who have been in charge of special branches
of our department, for information called for under the second, sixth,
seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth paragraphs of your order.
These
reports will serve to remind you of a portion of the stupendous operations of our deiiartment during the past fiscal year, conducted under
your orders.
On the 10th of July, by the voluntary retirement of General Yan
Vliet, I was announced the chief quartermaster of the Army of the Potomac, a position which I have had the honor to hold to the present
time, and which has confined me generally to headquarters. My duties
since that ])eriod have been supervisory and administrative. I have
continued to provide for the wants of tlie army on all its campaigns,
and have established the depots and lines of supply in all instances,
but have ])laced suitable officers at the different points to execute the
instructions given by me to meet the wishes of the general commanding.
In the

by the

officers

1st of July the

;

army possessed very many

;

You

will receive the reports of these officers.
It is due to
predecessor to record my regret at his leaving an
army to which he was devotedly attached, and for which he had labored
so assiduously and with such great talent.
It must be borne in mind that war on a scale inaugurated by this
rebellion was decidedly new to us, if not to the civilized world.
Easy as it may seem now, after the lapse of two years, to organize
the transportation of a great army, and j^rovide its su})plies with the
known means we now have, there were few men at that day in the
republic who could have accomplished the task sooner than it was. It
required the united abilities and exertions of our whole department,
aided by the loyal producers and manufacturers of the country, to meet
the public wants; and, if there were temporary failures, the department
should stand excused, for its labors have been unparalleled and giganPerhaps the failures in our department have been fewer than in
tic.
fighting the troops.
I had no data left me to show what means of transportation and other
quartermaster’s iiroperty were still with the army after its severe bat-

my

tles

out.

and change of base. Inspections were immediately made throughIt was found that there were in the service, about the last of July,
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3,100 wagons, 17,000 horses, 8,000 mules, and 350 ambulances. I have
no means of knowing the original number. The supply of clothing,
camp and garrison equipage, &c., was good. In the river at the depot
Avere bountiful supplies of forage, subsistence, and hospital stores.
The general commanding received orders early in August to evacuate
the Peninsula. About the middle of the month one corps was thrown
across the Ohickahominy near its mouth, over a iiontoon bridge of 2,000
feet in length ; another command Avas pushed out toward ISTew Kent CourtHouse over Bottom’s Bridge j both with a Anew of protecting our trains,
which were noAv sent forAvard rapidly in advance of the remainder of
the army, by the pontoon bridge. They all passed in safety, and proceeded to the point of embarkation at YorktOAVU, Newport News, and
Fortress Monroe. The transports were Avithdrawn under the direction
of Colonel Sawtelle, who was my principal assistant at White House,
and whose sagacity, zeal, promptness, and experience qualify him for
any position in your Department. The headquarters left Harrison’s
Landing on the morning of the 16th of August, and the depot was
broken up and abandoned, Avithout loss, on the eA^ening preceding.
The march Avas a rapid and orderly one. I arriA^ed at Fortress Monroe
on the 18th by water from Yorktown. Fitz John Porter’s corps, which
was the first to cross the Chickahomiuy on the retreat, had already
embarked for Aquia Creek to join Burnside and Pope. It Avas arranged
that Heintzelman’s corps should embark at Yorktown Keyes’ should
remain there j that Franklin should embark at NeAvport News, and
Sumner at Fortress Monroe.
Leaving Colonel SaAvtelle at the latter point to proAude transports
and push forward the troops, cavalry, horses, and artillery, I returned
to Yorktown to hasten the embarkation of the Third Coiqis.
;

I finally left Fortress Monroe with General McClellan and staff on
the 23d of August, and arrwed off Aquia early on the 24th instant,
where we remained on the transports sixty hours awaiting orders. 1
left Aquia on the 26th instant, and arrived at Alexandria on the 27th,
where headquarters went into camp near the city.
After the evacuation of Harrison’s Landing the troops were pushed
forward as rapidly as our means w^ould permit. The officers and men
seemed anxious and impatient to reach the scene of conflict in front of
Washington, where it was known great battles must be fought, on which
mighty national interests were staked.
1 know the officers of our department used untiring exertions to exiiedite
the embarkation; but it is now apparent that either aao did not leaA^e
Harrison’s Landing soon enough, or that General Pope did not fall back
Avithout risking a general engagement, as iierhaps he might have done, at
least earlier in the campaign, until more forces should arriA^e.
I allude to
the matter only injustice to our own department, which has sometimes
been accused of tardiness and having inadequate means of transportation
on that occasion. Our means were ample and as great as the country
could afford. Transports were assembled, as far as i) 0 ssible, from all
aA^ailable sources.
It Avas not to be expected that there should be trans])orts enough to move 100,600 men, with the artillery, cavalry, and trains,
at once. It was necessary to perform this service by successiA^e voyages
of the vessels. It had required more than a month to transi)ort the army
from Alexandria to the Peninsula. It could not be brought back in a day.
It did absorb three weeks’ time to bring all back.
Many of the Avagon
trains and a portion of the cavalry did not arrHe until the army had left
Washington on the Maryland campaign. Indeed, some did not join until
after the battles of South Mountain and Antietam,
•
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It is fresh in your memory how Pope^s campaign resulted.
Disorganized trains and wearied and dispirited troops were crowded in on
Washington and Alexandria during the latter days of August.
General McClellan was invested on the 4th of September with the command of the “ defenses of Washington.” At the same time I ordered all
quartermasters to draw supplies, to place their commands in marching
condition, and to reorganize their trains at once.
These orders were obeyed very promptly. There was probably some
2,500 wagons conducted in by Col. Pred. Myers to Alexandria, which
be saved from the recent retreat of General Pope. These, added to
what had arrived from the Peninsula and what General Pucker could
spare from the Washington depot, made up the train for the Maryland
campaign.
It was soon ascertained that portions of the rebel army had crossed
the Potomac, and had entered Maryland above HarpePs Ferry. On the
5th and 6th of September our army was put in march toward Frederick
City, by Eockville and Urbana.
I left Washington on the 7th instant, and joined headquarters same
day at Eockville.
remained there two or three days, while our
cavalry and advanced infantry and artillery commands were gaining information of the enemy and feeling of his position. Meantime General
McClellan became possessed of the plans of the rebel general, and the
army was pushed on through Frederick to the gorges of South Mountain, where the rebels made their first stand of any importance.
The battle of South Mountain was fought on the 13th and 14th of
September. That victory opened the Cumberland Yalley. The army
followed rapidly, and came up with the entire rebel army in position on
the heights of Sharpsburg on the 15th instant.
The battle of Antietam was fought on the 17th, and resulted in favor
of our arms, freeing Maryland completely of the enemy, and compelling

We

him to retreat into Virginia.
The army was supplied by our wagon trains exclusively, until we recaptured Frederick. The enemy had burned the railroad bridge over
the Monocacy, but a depot was established on the left bank while the
the bridge was being rebuilt, and supplies of subsistence and forage
were brought up over the Baltimore and Ohio Eailroad Capt. J. C. Crane,
assistant quartermaster, was placed in charge. The commands within
reach sent wagons to this depot for what they required. Wagon trains
were also kept plying between Washington and the army until after it
had passed South Mountain. A depot was next established at Hagerstown, under Capt. George H. Weeks, assistant quartermaster, and supplies of clothing, subsistence, and forage were brought over the Cumj

berland Yalley Eailroad.
These supplies came mainly from Washington, but forage and clothing
were frequently brought direct from ^lew York City, Philadelphia, and
Baltimore. After the battle of Antietam the army was assembled about
HarpePs Ferry. The canal was now available 5 with all these sources
of transportation we had no embarrassment, save in the extreme slowness, in some instances, with which stores turned over to the railroad
for transportation were delivered at their destinations. From this cause
we were unfortunately very late in receiving clothing, and much of it
arrived at Berlin too late for issue, as the army was already on its march
to White Plains, Warrenton, &c.
Generally, however, the railroads did splendid service. I always found
the principal officers and agents of the roads extremely obliging, courteous,

and energetic.

GENERAL REPORTS.

Chap. XXXI.]

103

Our wagon trains had been much increased. About the 1st of November they numbered 3,911 wagons, 8,693 horses, 12,483 mules, 907 ambu-

We

had sufficient to
lances, 7,139 artillery horses, and 9,582 cavalry.
haul seven days^ supplies for the army, besides its baggage, camp equipage, &c. The army crossed the Potomac over pontoon bridges at Berlin
the last of October. 1 crossed on the 1st of NovemJier, and reached
Salem, on the Manassas Gap Eailroad, on the 3d following. Supiilies
had already been ordered by this road direct from Washington and
Alexandria.
On the 9th of November General Burnside assumed command of the
army, and soon after he moved it to Falmouth, in front of Fredericksburg.
On the 13th I left the army at Warrenton, with orders to proceed to
Washington and Alexandria, thence to Aquia Greek, and to take measures for the support of the army by the Aquia and Fredericksburg
On the 16th, in company with Generals Woodbury and
Eailroad.
Haupt, I went to Aquia and Belle Plain on a reconnaissance.
found the old wharf and entire depot at Aquia a mass of ruins, and the
It was decided
interior of the country still in the hands of the enemy.
to create temporary landings at both Aquia and Belle Plain, to land
supplies and haul them to the army on its arrival with wagons, while
permanent arrangements on a proper scale could be made.
This plan was most successfully executed. I returned to Belle Plain
about the 19th, and joined headquarters at Falmouth. The depot at
Aquia was made as spacious and commodious as any one we have ever
had. Large wharves were constructed and storehouses erected to accommodate all departments. I placed Capt. T. E. Hall, assistant quartermaster, in charge, with several officers to assist him. Captain Hall
was finally succeeded by Lieut. Cols. A. Thompson and Painter, assistant quartermasters. Frequent inspections were made by myself and
Colonels Sawtelle, Myers, and Painter. General Haupt placed Mr. W.
W. Wright at the place as railroad agent. He was an exceedingly energetic, gentlemanly, and business-like officer.
Stations were established
at convenient points along the road for the delivery of supplies the
principal one having been at Falmouth, under Capt. L. H. Peirce, assistant quartermaster, now assistant chief quartermaster of this army.
His report will show you the immensity of his business during the past
year. I regard him as one of the best quartermasters in the service.
Tlie land transportation of the army was reorganized while at Falmouth, and to-day corresponds precisely with the standard prescribed
in Orders, No. 83.* (A copy is herewith, marked A.)
The rule will be found useful if applied to our other armies. There
would be, besides, the advantage of uniformity. Our supply trains are
calculated for seven days^ subsistence, three of salt meat, six of short
forage, and 100 rounds of smalharm ammunition to be hauled in wagons.
By our system, knowing the number of men, we can at once determine
the exact number of wagons.
The battle of Fredericksburg was fought on the 13th of December,
1862. General Hooker assumed command of the army January 26, 1863.
To show what was our custom on the eve of battles with regard to
our trains, I take the liberty to inclose a copy of my report of our arrangements during the Ohancellorsville campaign, herewith, marked
B. This report and its accompanying papers, now in your office, will
give you full and valuable information.
The battle of Ohancellorsville and second battle of Fredericksburg
were fouglit from the 2d to the 4th of May, 1863. In a forward move-
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merit our trains are never in the way of the troops ; on the contrary,
each corps lias its train which follows it on the march, and which forms
its indispensable, movable magazine of supplies.
Wagon trains should
never be permitted to approach within the range of battle-fields. They
should be parked in safe and convenient places out of risk, and well
guarded. Troops should go forward to battle lightly loaded, and without wagons except for extra ammunition. If they are successful, the
trains can be brought up very quickly. If defeated, they will find an
unobstructed road, and will get back to their wagons soon enough.
In all our engagements this precaution has been observed. At the
battles of Fredericksburg and Ohancellorsville wagons were not permitted to cross the river except on special order and for some pressingnecessity.
At the great battle of Gettysburg I had the trains of the whole army
parked at Westminster, on the Baltimore Branch Eailroad and pike, at
a distance of 25 miles from the field, guarded hj cavalry and artillery.
It would appear that the Army of the Cumberland could not have observed this essential rule, since reports show a great loss of trains during the recent conflicts between Chickamauga and Chattanooga.
The experiences of this army by land and water during the past two
years give it some right to speak with weight on the subject of transportation. On the 14th of June we broke up our headquarters camp
near Falmouth, and pursued the route by Dumfries, Fairfax, Leesburg,
Edwards Ferry, and Poolesville, to Frederick City, on our second
Maryland campaign. The army was in excellent condition, our transportation was perfect, and our sources of supply same as in first campaign. The officers of our department were thoroughly trained in their
It was almost as easy to maneuver the trains as the troops.
duties.
It is, therefore, unnecessary to go further into the details of the march.
The rebel army had again invaded Maryland, and had even advanced
as far as Carlisle and York, in Pennsylvania. The Army of the Potomac was again in pursuit of its inveterate foe, and finally met him in
pitched battle of three days’ fighting, and compelled him again to recross the Potomac.
General Meade, justly the conqueror and hero of Gettysburg, assumed
command of the army on the 28th of June.
On the last day of the fiscal year, two days later, I was at'Taneytown
with headquarters of the army.
I have been in the battles of South Mountain, Antietam, Fredericksburg, and Chancellorsville during the year ending June 30, 1803.
While on Peninsular affairs, I omitted to state that wliite laborers
were soon found to give out from sickness and exhaustion at our depots
on the Peninsula. While at White House I took effective measures to
secure the services of contrabands, drawn mostly from the vicinity.
They proved invaluable, though we thus became encumbered with many
women and children. On the evacuation of White House I took away
all my colored force, and increased it ^ ery considerably while at Harrison’s Landing by sending for negroes to Williamsburg, Charles City,
Yorfolk, &c. On the evacuation of the Peninsula I must have taken
away 2,500 males. The women and children were provided for near
Fortress Monroe. Many of these negroes have other situations now;
but we still retain, at our depots here, some 1,250; they are industrious,
obedient, and tractable. They are considered free, and obtain $20 per
month for their services. Tins narrative covers tlie chief events of the
fiscal year.
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On
T

the 30tli of June, 1862, I liad on deposit witR the Treasury
received the year ending June 30, 1863

-

Total to he accounted for
of disbursements during the year

2, 682,

Amount

Balance due United States June

30,

$172, 991 47
383 13

2, 509,

2, 416,

1863

374 60
237 60

266, 137 00

Of this balance $205,687.51 was deposited in Washington with the
Treasurer of the United States, and $449.40 in New York City with
the assistant United States treasurer. Of the $2,410,237.60 disbursed
during the year, $2,400,285.21 was transferred to officers of my department for disbursements in corps. The balance, $9,952.39, was expended
for articles of stationery, &c., purchased, and jiayment of employes.
To
the great credit of the quartermasters of this army, I have to report
only one instance of defalcation and want of integrity. That is the
case of Oapt. John Howland, assistant quartermaster volunteers, who
received from me in March last $10,470.04, as acting chief quartermaster of the Fifth Corps, for distribution to the subordinate officers to pay
teamsters. He deserted and carried away with him the whole sum, but
was subsequently arrested and brought to Washington by some of the
acute and efficient agents of the provost-marshal of the War Department. Colonel Baker recovered $10,279 of the sum embezzled, and
turned the same over to me. Captain Howland has been brought before a court-martial for this offense.
The sentence is not yet promulgated.

There were no outstanding debts in this army on the 30th of June,
I do not mean unsettled claims for forage, &c., in Maryland. I
left Capt. John McHarg, assistant quartermaster, at Frederick, with
funds to pay all such legitimate accounts. He is still there on this
1863.

duty.

There will be suggestions for the improvement of our means of transportation, workshops, &c., by some of my experienced subordinate officers.
I request you will give the matter your attention. There should
be at once, above all other things, a special wagon or caisson for carrying all extra or reserve ammunition. This matter is very important.
It should be for small-arm as well as artillery ammunition.
I have the honor to include herewith a forcible letter on the subject,
marked C, to which I invite your attention, from General Hunt, chief
of artillery.*
I should not close this report without acknowledging the uniform
generosity which you have extended to me, and the great support you
have invariably given me. I wish also to acknowledge my great obligations to General Eucker, and the officers who have served under him.
He has had daily contact and business with, and on account of, this
army, and has, in all instances, fffHy uiet our expectations with much
courtesy and forbearance.

For all that has been accomplished there is
due many who have labored together instead of arraying obstacles.
I have not xiermitted myself to have difficulties with any one who
oxliibited any will or capacity to serve this army.
To the quartermasters of tliis army I feel much attached and under
a weight of indebtedness, especially to those who have had charge of
the great depots. I have referred to them in the body of tliis repoiJ
still, 1 would be doing much injustice if I did not mention Capt. P. P.
Uitkin, assistant quartermaster, who, similar to Captain Peirce, has
lijid (diarge of great depots, and whose business for the year has been

credit

;

*

To

jii)i>oar,

under date of Soptembor

30, 1863, in Scries I, Vol.
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He is a most meritorious, energetic, and trustworthy
Oapt. William G. Eankin, Thirteenth Infantry, and acting assistant quartermaster, has also served with much credit. He was in
charge of land transportation at White House, and acquitted himself
with satisfaction. Lieut. Col. Frederick Myers, assistant quartermaster,
served with the army from Pope’s retreat until after Fredericksburg.
He was most of the time my chief assistant. Like Colonel Sawtelle,
he is invaluable as a quartermaster and superior business man. I trust
these officers will receive the advancement they merit.
The chief quartermasters of the corps are all finely educated gentlemen and highly experienced quartermasters, and there are many quartermasters now serving with divisions and brigades who are well qualified
for higher positions.
In conclusion, I wish to bring to your notice the admirable administration and executive ability of Captains Ferguson and Stoddard,
quartermasters at Alexandria. Their duties have been very onerous
and accumulated, and have been most efficiently performed. They both
occupy high and important positions, and the Army of the Potomac is
indebted to them in part for many of its supplies.
I am, general, your most obedient servant,
extremely heavy.
officer.

EUFUS INGALLS.
General M. C. Meigs.

No.

4.

Report of 8urg. Jonathan Letterman, Z7. /S. A., Medical Director^ Army of
the Potomac^ of the operations of the medical department Sept. 2-Nov. 7.

Camp near Falmouth,
General

Va., March

1863.

1,

In compliance with the directions contained in your communication of January 20, 1863, 1 have the honor to submit the following
report of the operations of the medical department of this army from
July 4 to November 7, 1862, viz
:

'*

:

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

From

the date of the embarkation of the troops at Fortress Monroe
when the general was placed in command of the defenses
of Washington, I know personally but little of the medical department
of the Army of the Potomac. It was not under my control. On the 2d
of September, when the general was placed in command, it came once
more under my direction, and I found it in a most deplorable condition.
The officers were worn down by the labors they had in the mean time
undergone 5 a large portion of their supplies, as I have stated, had been
left at Fortress Monroe, and even much of that which they had brought
with them was thrown on the roadside, I have been informed by commanding officers, whilst on their way to join General Pope. This state
of things, taken in connection with the effects upon the medical department arising from the campaign of that officer, left it in a condition
deeply to be deplored. The labor expended at Harrison’s in rendering

up

to the time

it efficient

before
*

it

for active service

seemed

to

have been expended

That portion of report here omitted appears in Vol. XI, Part

210-220.

in vain,

could be in a condition to render such service again
I,

it

and
was

of this series, pp.
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The circumstances
necessary that it should be completely refitted.
under which the army was then placed made this simply impossible.
There was not time to do it, for as soon as the troops reached the defenses of Washington they were marched into Maryland, and no time
could be allowed for medical officers again to equip themselves with
the medicines, instruments, dressings, and stores necessary for the
campaign in that State.
In a few instances the medical officers who returned with the first
troops were able to obtain a few supplies^ but these opportunities were
few. Some corps which did not belong to the Army of the Potomac
whilst it lay at Harrison’s Landing were also marched rapidly into
Maryland, of the condition of whose medical supplies I could know
nothing except on the way to meet the enemy. The medical department had to be, as it were, reorganized and resupplied, and this had to
be done while upon a rapid march over different roads, in different
sections of the country, and almost in face of the enemy. Before leaving Washington I had ordered a number of hospital wagons from
Alexandria, Va., which reached me at Eockville, in Maryland, whence
they were distributed to the different corps. While at this place I
directed the medical purveyor in Baltimore to put up certain supplies
and have them ready to send to such a point as I should direct. Upon
our arrival at Frederick on the 13th of September (having left Washington on the evening of the 7th), directions were given for the establishment of hospitals at that place for the reception of wounded in the
anticipated battles, and additional supplies to a large amount ordered
The Confederate troops had been
to be sent from Baltimore at once.
in this city but the day before our arrival. Almost all the medical
supplies had been destroyed or had been taken by them. Just previous to our arrival in Frederick, 200 ambulances were received from
Washington, which I distributed to the corps as rapidly as the movements of the troops would permit. The failure of the railroad company
to forward the supplies caused serious annoyance. The railroad bridge
over the Monocacy Creek between Frederick and Baltimore having
been destroyed by the Confederate forces, made it necessary to have
all the supplies of the quartermaster’s and commissary as well as the
medical departments removed from the cars at that point. '
great
deal of confusion and delay was the consequence, which seriously embarrassed the medical department, and not from this cause alone, but
from the fact that cars loaded with supplies for its use were on some
occasions switched off* and left for some time upon the side of the road
to make way for other stores.
The battle of South Mountain took place on the 14th. The village
of Middletown, about 4 miles in rear of the scene of action, was thoroughly examined before the battle began, to ascertain its adaptability
for the care of the wounded.
Churches and other buildings were taken
as far as were considered necessary, and yet causing as little inconvenience as possible to the citizens residing there. Houses and barns,
the latter large and commodious, were selected, in the most sheltered
places on the right and left of the field, by the medical directors of the
corps engaged, where the wounded were first received, whence they were
removed to Middletown, the Confederate wounded as well as our own.
The battle lasted until some time after dark, and as soon as the firing
ceased I returned to Middletown and visited all the hospitals, and gave
such directions as were necessary for the better care of the wounded.
On the following morning Assistant Surgeon Thomson, IT. S. Army,
was directed to take charge of all the &spitals in the village, and
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three skillful surgeons Avere sent to consult together and with him,
and perform such operations as the cases demanded. The object in
sending these officers was to have all necessary operations done as soon
as possible, as it would be impossible for the surgeons in charge of the
different hospitals to perform them all in season and at the same time
attend to the other duties required of them. The work of these officers
was very satisfactorily^ performed. The hospitals were soon put in good
condition and the men well attended to. Supplies of medicines, &c.,
were in part obtained from the supplies in the army and in part from
Frederick, from which place, owing to the causes already alluded to, it
required no little exertion to obtain them. The difficulty was, however,
overcome, and such as were needed were from time to time procured. The
task of providing food for the wounded was one of still greater difficulty, but that was also accomi)lished by having it brought from Frederick and by purchasing from the people living in the village and in its
vicinity.
As was anticipated, the wounded, under the supervision of
Dr. Thomson, who labored unceasingly, were attended to with great
care and the hospitals placed in excellent condition. Great kindness
was shown by the citizens, and especially the ladies, to our wounded,
until the hospitals were broken up.
The battle of Oramptoifs Gap took place also on the 14th, at the same
time that of South Mountain was in progress. The hospitals for the
wounded were located in Burkittsville, about a mile in the rear of our
troops. As in the village of Aliddletown, churches and other buildings
were here appropriated for hospital purposes.
sufficient number of
surgeons were detailed by Surgeon White, U. S. Army, the medical
director of the Sixth Corps (which was the only corps engaged), who
had charge of the medical department in this action. There was but
short time given to prepare hospitals in either of these villages, as the
troops left Frederick and fought both battles the same day. By the
exertions of the medical officers in charge, the hospitals in Burkittsville
were in a short time put in good order, and every care taken of the men
brought to them. The surgeon who wns placed in charge, having been
guilty of improper conduct, was displaced and afterward dropped from
tbe rolls, and Assistant Surgeon Du Bois placed in charge, under whose
administration everything went on well. The same difficulty existed
here as in Middletown regarding supplies of medicines, &c., and food,
and was overcome in like manner. Tffie most reliable reports that can
be obtained show 1,214 wounded in these two engagements. While
these figures are not deemed entirely accurate, they are thought to approximate very nearly the actual number wounded, those of the Confederate forces not being included.
Passing through the village of Boonsborough on the following day, it
was examined to ascertain what accommodation it afforded for hospital
])urposes in the event they should be required there. Later in the evening we passed through the village of Keedysville, a few miles beyond,
which was also subjected to a similar examination. Passing beyond
this villagq, we came in sight, late in the evening, of what afterward
proved to be the battle-field of Antietam. As soon as the nature of the
country and its resources for hospital purposes could be ascertained,
and when an idea was given of the nature of the anticipated battle and
the position to be occupied by our troops, directions were given to the
medical directors of corps to form their hospitals as far as possible by
divisions, and at such a distance in the rear of the line of battle as to
be secure from the shot and shell of the enemy 5 to select the houses
and barns most easy of access, and such as were well supplied with hay

A

,

[Chap.

CflAP.

XXXI.]

GENERAL REPORTS.

109

or straw and water 5 when circumstances would permit, to designate
barns as preferable in all cases to houses, as being at that season of the
year well provided with straw, better ventilated, and enabling the
medical officers with more facility to attend to a greater number of
wounded, and to have all the hospital supplies taken to such points as
were selected. These directions were generally carried into effect, and
yet the hospitals were not always beyond the range of the enemy^s guns.
Very few hospital tents were to be obtained, owing to the haste in which
the army was marched from Virginia into Maryland, but the weather
was such as to enable the wounded to b 6 taken care of without them.
zV reference to the map accompanying this report will exhibit better
than any description the location of these hospitals, which, from the
length of the line of battle and the obstinacy with which the engagement was contested, required to be numerous. The battle lasted until
dark. During the day I received valuable aid from Assistant Surgeon
Howard, U. S. Army, who was busily engaged while the battle was in
progress in riding to different parts of the field and keeping me informed
of the condition of medical affairs. After night 1 visited all the hospitals in Keedysville and gave such directions as were deemed necessary.
The subject of supplies, always a source of serious consideration,
was here peculiarly so. The condition of affairs at Monocacy Creek
remained as heretofore described, and the action of the railroad was
not commensurate with the demands made upon it. The propriety of
obtaining the hospital wagons from Alexandria was evident, as these
gave a suiii)ly for the emergency and enabled surgeons to attend to the
wounded as soon as the battle opened. After the victory was won, sui)])lies of medicines, stimulants, dressings, &c., were sent for and brought
from Frederick, in ambulances, by officers sent for that purpose, and
were distributed to the different hospitals as they were needed. The
fear of the supplies becoming exhausted, for the difficulty in procuring
them was well known, caused uneasiness on the part of some medical

who did not know the efforts that had been made before and
were made during and after the battle to have enough furnished to
supply their wants. I visited after the battle every hospital in the rear
of our lines, although not always making myself known, and in no
instance did I find any undue suffering for lack of medical supplies.
Owing to the difficulty in having them brought from Monocacy Creek,
for the first few days the supplies of some articles became scanty, and
in some instances very much so
but they were soon renewed, and at
the temporary depot established in ISharpsburg shortly after the battle
a sufficient quantity of such articles as were necessary from time to
time arrived, and when this temporary depot was afterward broken
up, about the middle of October, a portion of the supplies remained on
hand. Not only were the wounded of our own army supplied, but all
the Confederate wounded which fell into our hands were furnished all

officers,

;

the medicines, hospital stores,
their use.
The difficulty of

and dressings that were required

for

supplying the hospitals with food was a much greater
one than that of providing articles belonging ,to the medicirl department, and was a matter of very great concern. This, a matter in all
battles of moment, was in this particularly so on account of the dis
tance of the depot of supplies. An order was i)rocured from Colonel
Ingalls for a number of wagons (12), to be turned over by the quartermaster at Frederick to an officer that I should send there, for the pur])()se of bringing iij) sup])]ies of medicines and food.
These wagons
could not be obtained at Frederick. Two were then i)rociired from
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Colonel Ingalls at headquarters, and sent under an officer, who bought
up supplies of coffee, sugar, and bread. The hospitals were afterward
and in a short time abundantly supplied. The hospitals were thus provided with medical supplies, and for the first few days with food. They
had all that was necessary for the wounded.
I have already mentioned that the ambulances had been left at Fortress Monroe when the troops embarked, and that no system existed
except in the corps which belonged to the Army of the Potomac while
at Harrison’s Landing. A portion of the ambulances of some of the
corps arrived just prior to the battle. A large number had been distributed in other corps, but were yet unorganized.
It was not, therefore, expected that they would prove as efficient as could be desired.
Notwithstanding these facts, the wounded were brought from the field
on our right before 2 o’clock on the following day. The Second Corps
was more fully equipped, and did most excellent service under the
charge of Capt. J. M. Garland, who labored diligently and with great
care until all his wounded were removed. The troops on our left were
those among whom no ambulance system existed, but here, owing to
the exertions of the medical officers, the wounded were removed by
the evening of the day following the battle. When we consider the
magnitude of the engagement, the length of time the battle lasted, and
the obstinacy with which it was contested, causing this to be the greatest
and bloodiest action that ever took place on this continent, it is a matter of congratulation to speak of the expeditious and careful manner in
which the wounded were removed from the field.
Compiled from the most reliable sources at my command, the number
of wounded amounted to 8,350. This number is not entirely accurate,
as many who were slightly wounded were attended to, of whose cases no
record could, under the circumstances, be taken.
The removal of so large a body of wounded was no small task. The
journey to Frederick in ambulances was to wounded men tedious and
tiresome, and often painful. It was necessary that they should halt at
Middletown for food and to take rest j that food should always be provided at this place at the proper time and for the proper number j that
the hospitals at Frederick should not be overcrowded j that the ambulances should not arrive too soon for the trains of cars at the depot at
Frederick, and that the ambulance horses should not be broken down
by the constant labor required of them. With rare exceptions this was
accomplished, and all the wounded whose safety would not be jeopardized by the journey were sent carefully and comfortably away. The
hospitals in Frederick were soon established and put in order by Surgeon Milhau, H. S. Army. In addition to the hospitals in the city, two
large camps of hospital tents were formed on the outskirts of the city,
capable of containing one thousand beds each. One hospital had been
established in Frederick some months before our arrival there, but at
that time it was filled, and chiefly with Confederate sick and wounded,
wbo had been left there. All the available buildings in this city (six
in number) were taken at once for hospitals for our own troops and
those of*the enemy who should fall into our hands. These were fitted
up with great rapidity, particularly so when it is considered that the
enemy was in possession of the city the day before we arrived there j
that it had to be examined, the buildings* selected and prepared, beds,
bedding, dressings, stores, food, cooking arrangements made, surgeons,
stewards, cooks, and nurses detailed and sent for. This was a great
deal of labor, but it was done, and done promptly and well. On the
30th of September these hospitals contained 2,321 patients.
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Tlie camps to which I have just alluded were formed in October, in
very eligible and pleasant locations on the outskirts of the city. In
these hospitals and camps 62 surgeons, 15 medical cadets, 22 hospital
stewards, 539 nurses, and 127 cooks were on duty during the month of

when all were in operation. During this month 3,032 patients,
wounded, were received into these hospitals, making, with those
then under treatment, on the 30th of September, 5,353. Of this number
403 were returned to duty, 23 were discharged, 3 deserted, 4 were sent
on furlough, 2,064 were sent to other hospitals, and 253 died, leaving
on the 31st of October 2,603 remaining in the hospitals. A large number of wounded were sent from the hospitals on the battle-fleld, through
Frederick, to other hospitals, of whom no record was kept, as they were
not received into any of the hospitals in that city. No one seeing these
hospitals after their establishment can form any conception of the labor
required to put them in the good condition in which they were kept.
The zeal and ability displayed by Dr. Milhau in their organization and
management, and the hearty co-operation he at all times gave me, deserve especial mention. In addition to our own wounded, we had upon
our hands from the battles of South Mountain, Orampton’s Gap, and
Antietam in all about 2,500 Confederate wounded. Those taken at
South Mountain were taken to Middletown, and those at Crampton’s
October,
chiefly

Gap

to Burkittsville.

When

the general assumed command of the defenses of Washington,
the hospitals in Washington and in its vicinity were placed under my
left that city for Maryland on the 7th of September, and
control.
a few days thereafter those hospitals and the medical affairs of the troops
in and around Washington were placed in the immediate charge of Surg.
E. O. Abbott, U. S. Army, assistant medical director of the Army of
the Potomac. It is perhaps not desirable to go much into details concerning them, and I only give the following statement in order to exhibit the number of hospitals and other points of interest connected with
them, which are necessary, as they belonged to the medical department
of this army:
Number of hospitals, 38; medical officers, 224; remaining last report,
28,649; number of patients admitted, 23,298; total, 51,947. Keturned
to duty, 7,104; discharged, 2,100; deserted, 597 ; sent to other hospitals,
9,026; on furlough, 647; died, 1,498; remaining, 30,975.
It may be gratifying for the general commanding to know that never
had these hospitals been in better condition. The excellent system introduced in their management, the complete system of records adopted
and carried out, and the care taken to have everything connected with
them in fine condition, reflect the highest credit upon the officer in
charge, for to him it is due. The very great assistance Surgeon Abbott
so uniformly and so unreservedly gave me upon all occasions requires
especial notice, and it affords me the greatest pleasure to ask the attention of the commanding general to the richly deserving merits of this

We

officer.

Immediately after the retreat of the enemy from the field of Antietam, measures were taken to have all the Confederate wounded
gathered in from the field, over which they laid scattered in all directions, and from the houses and barns in the rear of their lines, and
placed under such circumstances as would permit of their being properly
attended to, and at such points as would enable their removal to be
effected to Frederick and thence to Baltimore and Fortress Monroe to
their own lines. They were- removed as rapidly as their recovery would
permit. The duty of attending to these men was assigned to Surgeon
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whom

assistants were given from our own
who had been left by the enemy to
look after their wounded.
sufficient number of ambulances having
been placed at his disposal and supplies given him, these wounded were
collected in the best and most convenient places, and everything done
to alleviate their sufferings that was done for our own men. Humanity
teaches us that a wounded and prostrate foe is not then our enemy.
There were many cases both on our right and left whose wounds were
so serious that their lives would be endangered by their removal, and to
have every opportunity afforded them for recovery the Antietam hospital, consisting of hospital tents, and capable of comfortably accommodating nearly 600 cases, was established at a place called Smoketown,
near Keedysville, for those who were wounded on our right, and a similar hospital, but not so capacious
the Locust Spring hospital was
established in the rear of the Fifth Corps for those cases which occurred
on our left. To one or other of these hospitals all the wounded were
carried whose wounds were of such a character as to forbid their removal to Frederick or elsewhere. The infections made of these hosl)itals from time to time were a source of great gratification, as they
made known to me the skillful treatment which these men received and
the care with which they were watched over, and convinced me of the
propriety of the adoption of this course in regard to them. Surgeon
Vanderkieft, U. S. Volunteers, who was in charge of the Antietam hospital, wms unceasing in his labors, and showed a degree of professional
skill and executive ability much to be admired.
Great care and attention were shown to the wounded at the Locust Spring hospital by Surgeon Squire, Eighty-ninth IS'ew York Volunteers, who had charge of
it.
Both hospitals were kept in excellent order.
Immediately after the battle a great many citizens came within our
lines in order to remove their relatives or friends who had been injured,
and in a great many instances when the life of the man depended upon
his remaining at rest. It was impossible to make them understand that
they were better where they were, and that a removal would probably
officers

S. Yoliintecrs, to

and

all

the medical officers

A

—

—

be done only with the sacrifice of life. Their minds seemed bent on
having them in a house. If that could be accomplished, all would, in
their opinion, be well. Ko greater mistake could exist, and the results
of that battle only added additional evidence of the absolute necessity
of a full supply of pure air, constantly renewed a supply which cannot
be obtained in the most perfectly constructed building. Within a few
yards a marked contrast could be seen between the wounded in houses
and barns and in the open air. Those in houses progressed less favorably than those in the barns, those in barns less favorably than those
in the open air, although all were in other respects treated alike.
The capacious barns, abundantly provided with hay and straw, the
delightful weather with which we were favored, and the kindness

—

exhibited

by the

people, afforded increased facilities to the medical

department for taking care of the wounded thrown upon it by that
From the frequent inspections which I made from time to time,
battle.
and from the reports of inspections made of the hospitals, and the
manner in which the duties required in them were performed by medical officers, it gives me no little pleasure to say that the wounded had
every care that could be bestowed upon them that they were promptly,
And although I have more than
willingly, and efficiently attended to.
once spoken to the general commanding concerning the conduct of
medical officers on that battle-field, I cannot refrain from alluding here
to the untiring devotion shown by them to the wounded of that day.

—
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Until alltlie wounded were finally disposed of, no pains were si)ared, no
labor abstained from, by day or by nij[^lit, by the medical ofiicers of
this army, to alleviate the sufferings of the thousands of wounded who
looked to them for relief. The medical directors of cori^s, especially
Surgeons Dougherty and McNulty, were untiling in their exertions and
unceasing in their labors, and were ably assisted by the staff' under
Very few delinquencies occurred, and these were
tlieir commands.
swallowed up by the devotion exhibited by the rest of the medical staff'

during and long after the battle.
The surgery of these battle-fields has been pronounced butchery.
Gross misrepresentations of the conduct of medical officers have been
made and scatteied broadcast over the country, causing deep and
heart-rending anxiety to those who had friends or relatives in the army,
who might at any moment require the services of a surgeon. It is not
to be supposed that there were no incompetent surgeons in the army.
but these sweeping denunciations
It is certainly true that there were
against a class of men who Avill favorably compare with the military
surgeons of any country, because of the incomi3eteney and short-comings of a few, are wrong, and do injustice to a body of men who have
labored faithfully and well. It is easy to magnify an existing evil until
It is equally easy to pass by the good
it is beyond the bounds of truth.
that has been done on the other side.
Some medical officers lost their
lives in their devotion to duty in the battle of An tietam, and others
sickened from excessive labor Avhich they conscientiously and skillfully
performed. If any objection could be urged against the surgery of
those fields, it would be the efforts on the part of surgeons to practice
“ conservative surgery ” to too great an extent.
I had better opportunities, ])erhaps, than any onu else to form an
opinion, and from my observations I am convinced that if any fault
was committed it was that the knife was not used enough. So much
has been said on this matter that, familiar as I am with the conduct of
the medical officers on those battle-fields, I cannot, as the medical
director of this army, see them misrepresented and be silent.
After these battles the army remained some time in Maryland, preparing for the coming campaign in Virginia. During this time I was occupied
in having the wounded well cared for and properly sent away, in making
suitable provision for those whose safety required that they should not
be removed, and in making such changes as experience and observation during those battles and the short time that I had occupied the
position of medical director convinced me were necessary to render
the medical department more efficient.
Hitherto large amounts of
medical supplies had been lost and in various ways wasted, and not
uiifrequently all the supplies for a regiment had been thrown away for
want of transportation, and, of course, were not on hand when wanted.
It was necessary that this should be remedied, and in order to do so it
was necessary to diminish the amount that was furnished a regiment
at one time, which would affect the whole existing system and make
the change a radical one. The objects which it was considered as desirable to attain were to reduce the waste which took place when large
supplies were at one time issued to regiments, to have a supply given
them, small, but sufficient for all immediate wants, and to have these
supplies easily obtainable and replenished without difficulty when required, and without a multiplicity of papers and accounts. It was
necessary also that they should be transported with facility, and that
no trouble should be experienced in having them in abundance at the
8
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time of action and yet at the same time to preserve a
proper degree of accountability.
To accomplish this, a system of supplying bj^ brigades was adopted on
the 4th of October, 18G2. The following extract from a circular issued
to the medical department of this army at that date, from the medical
director’s office, will show the main features of the system which since
that time has been in existence in this army
lield hospitals in

Hereafter in the Army of the Potomac the following supplies will he allowed to a
brigade for one month for active field service, viz; One hospital wagon, filled; one
medicine chest for each regiment, filled one hospital knapsack for each regimental
medical officer, filled. The supplies in the list marked A to bo transported in a fourhorse wagon.
The surgeon in charge of each brigade will require and receipt for all these supplies,
including those in the hospital wagons, and will issue to the senior surgeons of each
regiment the medicine chests and knapsacks, taking receipts therefor. The hospital
wagon, with its horses, harness, &c., will be receipted for by the ambulance quarter;

master.

The surgeon in charge of the brigade will issue to the medical officers of the regiments such of these supplies as may be required for their commands informally,
taking no receipts, demanding no requisitions, but accounting for the issues as expended.
The surgeons in charge of brigades will at once make out requisitions in accordance
with these instructions, and transmit them, approved by the medical director of the
corps, to the medical purveyor of this army. These supplies being deemed sufficient
for one month only, or for an emergency, medical directors of corps will see that they
are always on hand, timely requisitions being made for that purpose.

Before the adoption of this system, one and sometimes two wagons
were required to transport the medical supplies of a regiment, and, in
addition, another wagon was required to transport cooking utensils,
hospital tents, baggage of medical officers, &c. With this system one
wagon suffices for the medical department of a regiment one wagon
is added to a brigade and at least one taken from each regiment, and,
besides, should it become necessary to take away this one wagon from
a regiment, the supplies are in such shape as will permit them to bo
carried on a horse, aud not necessarily lost, as heretofore. The regimental surgeons have no trouble in repleuishing their supplies, aud
the amounts expended in a regiment are always known to the surgeoniii-chief of a brigade, whose duty it is always to check any undue waste
or improper expenditure. These supplies are easily transported, aud
are without difficulty made available on the field of battle, as events
which have since transpired have demonstrated.
These instructions having been issued, my attention was given to the
manner in which the wounded were att^inded to upon the field of battle.
NTo system of field hospitals that I was aware of existed, and, convinced
of the necessity of adopting some measures by which the wounded could
receive the best surgical aid which the army afforded, and with the
least delay, my thoughts were naturally turned to this most important
subject. On the field of battle confusion is, above all other places, most
imone to ensue, and unless some method is observed by which certain
surgeons have specific duties to perform, and every officer has his place
pointed out beforehand, and his duties defined, and held to a strict
responsibility for their proper performance, the wounded must of course
To remedy the Avant which existed, the following circular was
suffer.
j

issued
Circular.]

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,

Medical Director's Office, October 30, 1862.
receive tbe most prompt and efficient attention during and after an engagement, and that tbe necessary operations may be i)erformed by tbe most skillful and responsible surgeons at tbe earliest moment, tbq

Sir: Iu order that tbo

wounded may

:

:
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following instructions aro issued for tlio guidance of tlio medical staff of this army,
and medical directors of corps will see that they are promptly carried into effect
Previous to an engagement there will he established in each corps a hospital for
each division, the position of which will he selected hy the medical director of the
corps.

of the hospital will he as follows
in charge one assistant surgeon to provide food

The organization
Ist.

A surgeon

and

shelter, &,c.

;

one assistant surgeon to keej) the records.
2d. Three medical officers to perform operations three medical officers as assistants
to each of these officers.
:id. Additional medical officers, hospital stewards, nurses of the division.
The surgeon in charge will have general superintendence and ho responsible to the
surgeon-in-chief of the division for the proper administration of the hospital. The
surgeon-in-chief of a division will detail one assistant surgeon, who will report to
and be under the immediate orders of the surgeon in charge, whose duties shall bo to
pitch the hospital tents and provide straw, fuel, water, blankets, &c., and, when
houses are used, put them in proper order for the reception of wounded. This assistant surgeon will, when the foregoing shall have been accomplished, at once organize
a kitchen, using for this purpose the hospital mess chests and the kettles, tins, &c.,
in the ambulances. The supplies of beef stock and bread in the ambulances, and of
arrowroot, tea, &c., in the hospital wagon, will enable him to prepare quickly a sufAll the cooks, and such of the
ficient quantity of palatable and nourishing food.
hosi)ital stewards and nurses as may be necessary, will be placed under his orders for
;

these purposes.

He will detail another assistant surgeon, whose duty it shall be to keep a complete
record of every case brought to the hospital, giving the name, rank, company, and
regiment the seat and character of injury ; the treatment ; the operation, if any be
performed, and the result, which will be transmitted to the medical director of the
corps and by him sent to this office.
This officer will also see to the proper interment of those who die, and that the grave
is marked with a head-board with the name, rank, company, and regiment legibly
inscribed upon it.
Ho will make out two tabular statements of wounded, which the surgeoii-iu-chief
of division will transmit within thirty-six hours after a battle, one to this office (by a
special messenger, if necessary) and the other to the medical director of the coiqis to
which the hospital belongs.
There will be selected from the division by the surg«on-in-chief, underthe direction
of the medical director of the corps, three medical officers, who will be the operating
staff of the hospital, upon whom will rest the immediate responsibility of the xkuformance of all important operations. In all doubtful cases they will eonsult together, and a majority of them shall decide upon the expediency and character of the
operation. These officers will be selected from the division without regard to rank,
but solely on account of their known prudence, judgment, and skill. The surgeon-inchief of the division is enjoined to be especially careful in the selection of these officers, choosing only those who have distinguished themselves for surgical skill, sound
judgment, and conscientious regard for the highest interests of the wounded.
There will be detailed three medical officers to act as assistants to each one of these
officers, who will report to him and act entirely under his direction.
It is suggested
that one of the assistants be selected to administer the anjBsthetic. Each operatingsurgeon will be provided with an excellent table from the hospital wagon, and, with
the present organization for field hospitals, it is hoped that the confusion and the
delay in performing the necessary operations so often existing after a battle will be
avoided, and all operations hereafter be primary.
The remaining medical officers of the division, except one to each' regiment, will l)c
ordered to the hospitals to act as dressers and assistants generally. Those who follow
the regiments to the field will establish themselves, each one at a temporary depot, at
such a distance or situation in the rear of his regiment as will insure safety to the
wounded, where they will give such aid as is immediately required; and -they arc
here reminded that, whilst no personal consideration should interfere with their duty
to the wounded, the grave responsibilities resting upon them render any unnecessary
exposure improper.
The surgeon-in-chief of the division will exercise general supervision, under the
medical director of the corps, over the medical affairs in bis division. He will see that
the officers are faithful in the performance of their duties in the hospital and upon
the field, and that by the ambulance corps, which has heretofore been so efficient, the
wounded aro removed from the field carefully and with dispatch.
Whenever his duties permit, ho will give his professional services at the hospital,
will order to the hospital as soon as located all the hospital wagons of the brigades,
the hospital tents an(l furniture, and all the hospital stewards and nurses. Ho will
;
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i,lic captain coinniaiulin<ji; tlie ambulance corps, or, if tins bo ini])racticablc, the
iieiitcnant connnandin*^ the division ambulances, of the location of the hospital.
No medical ollicer will leave the position to which he shall have been assigned
without permission, and any officer so doing will be reported to the medical director
of the corps, who will rei)ort the facts to this office.
The medical directors of corps will apply to their commanders on the eve of a battle
for the necessary guard and men for fatigue duty. This guard will be particularly
careful that no stragglers be allowed about the hospital, using the food and comforts
prepared for the wounded.

notify
lirst

No wounded

will be sent

away from any

of these hospitals without authority from

this office.
IT-evious to

an engagement, a detail will be made by medical directors of cori)s of a
proper number of medical officers, who will, should a retreat be found necessary,
remain and take care of the wounded. This detail medical directors will request the
corps commanders to announce in orders.
The skillful attention shown by the medical officers of this army to the wounded
ui)on the battle-lields of South Mountain, Crampton’s Gap, and the Antietam, under
trying circumstances, gives the assurance that, with this organization, the medical
staff of the Army of the Potomac can with conlideuce be relied upon under all emergencies to take charge of the

wounded

intrusted to

its care.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JONA. LETTEEMAN,
Medical

JJireolor.

As both of these circulars met the approval of the commauding geueral and were issued under his ausftices, it may not be amiss to say^ that
at the battle of Fredericksburg, on the 13th of December, 1862, when
first tried, and when from the nature of the action they were
severely tested, they fulfilled in a great degree the expectations hoped
for at the time of their adoption.
Two of them
I have alluded to the loss of medical officers in battle.
fell upon the battle-field of Antietam, whose devotion to duty I cannot
Surg. W. J. H. White, D. S. Army, medical director of the
l)ass over.
8ixth Coiqis, under General Franklin, was killed on that field by a shot
from the enemy. He was a skillful surgeon, a gallant officer, and a
gentleman whose def^ortment was kind and courteous to all who had
intercourse with him. These admirable traits, together with his familiarity with the medical affairs of that corps, made his loss, and especially on that day, deeply to be deplored.
Assistant Surgeon Kevere,
of the Twentieth Massachusetts Volunteers, accompanying his regiment
into the midst of the light, fell by the hands of the enemy, nobly and
fearlessly discharging his duty to the wounded.
I cannot act justly without mentioning the faithful services of Hospital Steward Kobert Koldeway, U. S. Army, who has been constantly
with me. His attention to duty has been invariably most marked.
Shrinking from no labor by day or by night, in everything he has ac(juitted himself to my entire satisfaction, and it gives me no little
pleasure to bring to the notice of the general commanding a non-commissioned officer who has acted so well.
I may have gone more fully into the details of the operations of tlie
medical department of the Army of the Potomac than will be considered necessary, but upon my first interview with the commanding general at Harrison’s Landing, I perceived the deep interest taken by him
in everything connected with it.
Time only strengthened my convictions and continued to assure me of his constant solicitude for the
welfare of the sick and wounded, and I feel the most grateful remembrance of the unvaryiiig confidence and support he gave me in everything which 1 considered conducive to that end.
The efficiency of the medical department of this army owes much to
His advice and authority upon all occasions
the Surgeon-General.
were freely given, and enabled me to act without restraint. 1 beg to

they were
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assure the commanding general that the administration of this department, which he has more than once approved, lias depended to a great
extent upon the chief, of the Medical Bureau in Washington.
crossed the Potomac and entered Virginia early in November, in
anticipation of another battle soon taking i^lace. Nothing of especial
interest occurred in the medical department during our very rapid
march through that portion of the State which was traversed by the
army. My arrangements had been made, and the necessary instructions given to the medical directors of corps, and with the hearty cooi^eration they were affording me I felt that should the anticipated
battle occur shortly after our arrival at Warren ton, the medical department would be more able than it had been hitherto to discharge the
duties devolving upon it. The general was relieved the battle did not
take place.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

We

;

Surgeon^

IT.

8. A.,

JONA. LETTEPMxAN,
Army of the Potomac.

and Medical Director

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant-General^

Army

No.
Report of Maj. Albert J. Myer, U.
tions

8.

of the Potomac.

5.

Army

^

Phief 8ignal

August 30-8epte7nbcr

Officer,

of opera-

20.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Camp near

General

8harpsburg, Md., October

G,

18G2.

have the honor to submit the following report of operations of the Signal Corps of the Army of the Potomac, as in relation to
the recent movements and battles in Maryland.
On Saturday, August 30, 18G2, the Signal Corps of this army had,
after some delays in transportation, just arrived at Alexandria from the
Peuinsula. On the next day there were verbal instructions from Maj.
Gen. H. W. Halleck, General-in-Chief, that a party should report to
Major-General Pope, then commanding an army near Centreville, Va.
This army had then just met with some reverses.
On the night of September 1, twelve officers, with their flagmen, were
reported for duty at Centreville.
:

I

At the formation of the line of battle near Fairfax Court-House, on
the next day, these officers were assigned to stations, and when the
army retired toward Washington, on that afternoon, they accompanied
the rear guards, occupying different prominent positions for observation, and giving to general officers such information as came within
their power.
Among communicating lines established on this march
was one extending from Annandale to Fairfax Seminary.
During the few days the army lay near Washington there was little
o])portunity for rest or re-equipment of the signal party. It was here
joined by the officers who had been attached to the Army of Virginia,
who had been scattered by the rapid movements in Virginia, and some
of whom had lost both public and private property by the disasters then
recent. The necessities of the time seemed urgent.
Signal parties were
])osted on the dominant heights about Washington, and the country
witliin telescopic range was all the time under their observation.
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Oil Sunday, September 7, tbe
for the campaign in Maryland.

Army

of the

Potomac took the

field

On Monday, September 1, it had become evident to the generals
commanding near Centreville that the enemy were passing the right of
the army commanded by General Pope near Fairfax Court-House, and
menaced the crossings of the Upper Potomac. Under orders from Maj.
Gen. U. P. Banks, First Lieut. W. W. Kowley, chief signal officer of the
l)arty serving with the Eleventh [Twelfth] Army Corps, started on the
afternoon of that day from near Manassas with a party consisting of
Capt. L. E. Fortescue, Lients. B. U. Miner, and E. A. Briggs, acting
signal officers, to reach, if possible, the summit of the Catoctin Mountains, near the Potomac, prior to the arrival there of the enemy, and to
thence report their movements to General Banks.
Arriving on the Potomac, Captain Fortescue was ordered by Lieutenant Eowley to Maryland Heights, whence there is an extensive view
of the Shenandoah and Pleasant Valleys.
Lieutenant Briggs was
stationed at Poolesville to receive communications by signals from
Sugar Loaf Mountain, and to thence transmit them by electric telegraph to Washington, while Lieutenant Miner established a station
upon the summit of that peak. The range of vision from this point is
unequaled by that from any other in Maryland. It includes several
prominent fords of the Potomac, the approaches to them in Virginia, and
much of the country into which an army passing those fords would
move. Lieutenant Miner occupied the summit of Sugar Loaf Mountain
on the 3d of September. The position was exposed to an attack, but
was courageously held by the officer, who thence reported the advance
of the enemy and the direction taken by their trains in the vicinity of
Leesburg, their approach to the river, their crossing the Potomac near
the Monocacy, and the commencement of their movement into Maryland. He was last seen to send a message aunouncing the near approach
of the enemy, and to then furl his Hags as if to leave the station. There
is unofficial information that he left the summit of the mountain, encountered and captured when near its base a courier with dispatches,
and, while examining the prisoner, was, together with his fiagman, taken
by the enemy’s cavalry. It seems probable that the first official information of the enemy’s approach to and passage of the Potomac was received at Washington from this officer. Lieutenant Miner was faithfully
aided in this service by Lieutenant Briggs, who only left Poolesville on
the arrival of the enemy’s cavalry at that place. The enemy at once
occupied the mountain with infantry and artillery, and^ held it as a
signal station.

On Saturday evening, September G, signal officers from our army occupied stations on Seneca Eidge and near Great Falls, the line of stations
thus reaching from Seneca Eidge to Fairfax Seminary, near Alexandria.
On Sunday, September 7, the signal party of the Army of the Potomac, under the immediate charge of Oapt. B. F. Fisher, under whose
supervision the stations of observation near Washington had been established, left their

camp

at Hall’s Hill,

On Monday, September

8,

Wednesday, September

10,

V a.

the party were reported for duty at the
headquarters of the army at Eockville, Md. On Tuesday, September
9,

and Thursday, September 11,
advance of the army

cers took part in the operations of the

signal offiat Pooles-

At the latter place communication
ville and near Sugar Loaf Mountain.
was maintained between General Franklin at Barnesville and General
Hancock at the foot of the mountain, while preparations were making
On Thursday, September 11, at about 3 p. m., the mountto occni%^ it.

Chap. XXXI.]

GENERAL REPORTS.

119

was retaken by our forces, and was soon after reoccnpied as a signal
station, comumnicatiiig with Toolesville, to which place Captain Fisher
Jiad previously sent a party, and thence by electricity with the headquarters of the army. The earliest reports announced that two regiments
of the enemy^s cavalry were thence visible, but with no signs of the presforce
ence of the enemy in force on the east side of Catoctin Eidge.
aiii

A

was reported encamped near Point of Eocks.
It had been particularly desired by the major-general commanding
the army that the signal station upon Sugar Loaf, which kept under
observation the country upon his left, and from which the presence of
the enemy could bo rapidly reported, should be occupied by careful
and skilled officers. Lieuts. W. W. Eowley, J. H. Spencer, W. E. Itoe,
and J. S. Hall, acting signal officers, were assigned to this station,
and from this time during the operations terminating in the defeat
of the enemy at Antietam their duties were constant. From this
station were transmitted to headquarters, while moving from Middlebrook to near Urbana, while at Urbana, at Frederick, at Middletown,
and to the general commanding on the field during the battle of South
Mountain, reports of observations made and the reports of the station
established upon Point of Eocks on the advance of our army to that
place.
It was also used as a station for the transmission of some telegraphic correspondence of theGeneral-in-Gliief from Frederick and from
the field at South Mountain to Point of Eocks, to which station the
electric telegraph had been extended from Washington before that destroyed- by the enemy near Frederick was repaired. It was still held,
by direction of the General-in-Ghief, during the battle of Antietam
tlience communicating with Frederick.
On Friday, September 12, general headquarters moved from Middlebrook to a point near Urbana. At this point the occupation of Frederick by our troops was announced to the General-in- Chief by signals
from Sugar Loaf as soon as the head of the column had entered that city.
The presence of the enemy’s i)ickets was reported as visible at the bridge
of the Monocacy, and information was given of the occupation of Point
of Eocks by a small party of our forces on this night.
On the night of
the 12th, Lieut. J. H. Fralick, who had gone forward with General Hancock, reached Point of Eocks, then not yet possessed by our troops.
J

Lieutenant 'Fralick attenq^ted to attract thence, by means of signals,
attention of the signal officer supposed to be at Maryland Heights.
Eockets and red lights were fired, and the usual signals made by torch
from Sugar Loaf for the same i)urpose. Point of Eocks is in easy signal
distance from Maryland Heights, but no response was obtained from
the latter post. It was afterward ascertained that Captain Fortescue
had in so far misapprehended the position iii which he could be of most
service as to leave the Heights prior to their investment. It had not
been indicated to Captain Fortescue in orders that he was to remain at
that place. Lieutenant Fralick afterward first reported to General
Franklin the occupation of Maryland Heights by the enemy. Of this
fact he had evidence satisfactory to himself by seeing their signal flag
at work upon that station.
On Saturday, September 13, the army occupied Frederick in force.
A detail of officers was sent early on this day to occupy Point of Eocks,
to report any approach of the enernj^ in that direction, and to gain information as to their ]>resence on the west side of Catoctin Eidge, and
of the condition of afl'airs at Har])er’s Ferry. Tiie stations at Seneca
and at Great Falls were ordered to be broken up.
Tlie sounds of a cannonade attracting attention early in the morning,
tlie
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the position of the guns at Catoctin Pass, west of Frederick, was at once
reported to General McClellan, near Urhana. The cannonade proved to
be our advance attacking the rear of the enemy. The pass was forced
about noon. Lieuts. IN'. H. Camp and G. J. Clarke, who had been so
fortunate as to be with the advance, were, by direction of Captain Fisher,
stationed at the summit of the iiass, and in communication with Lieut.
W. IT. Hill, stationed with General Burnside in Frederick. Messages
relative to the movements of the troops were received and answered.
Lieutenants Camp and Clarke being relieved at this station, proceeded
with the forces under General Pleasonton to Middletown. The attempt
was made by Captain Fisher to connect with a signal line Middletown
and Frederick. This, although easily feasible, failed in the confusion
and change of camps. At about 1 p. m. signal reports from Sugar
Loaf Mountain to the general commanding the army at Frederick announced that no enemy was visible or apparently near our left. Later
in the afternoon signal reports from Point of Kocks stated that the
enemy were in Pleasant Yalleyj that a portion of their forces had
been visible at Jefferson, and that they had cut the canal at Knoxville,
to be able, if necessary, thej*e to cross the Potomac into Virginia. No
news had been received direct from Harper’s Ferry at any station.
heavy cannonade had been heard in that direction. In the evening a
message was received from Washington, transmitted through the signal
station at Point of Eocks, from the President of the United States to
General McClellan.
reply was in the same manner returned. The
line of signal communication extended on this day and night from the
left of our forces near Point of Eocks to those on the right near Catoctin Pass.
On this day Lieut. F. N. Wicker took possession, on the summit of the ridge, of a rebel signal flag, which it is probable had been just
used at one of their stations.
On Sunday, September 14, was fought tlie battle of South Mountain.
It was the plan of the signal stations ordered this day that the general
commanding the army should be enabled to receive on the field reports
from the Valley of the Potomac by the stations at Point of Eocks and
Sugar Loaf Mountain, and from Pleasant Valley by a station established
on some commanding eminence in that valley. There would be thus
information of any occurrences east of Catoctin Eidge or in the valley
west of Catoctin Eidge on our right or left, or on the ridges which
might be visible from these stations. It was also intended, as is customary, that signal officers should accompany the advance of our troojis
when attacking the enemy’s position, to communicate to the general
commanding the field any information they might be able to gain at
points from which it was possible to work stations in his vicinity. This
part of the plan was not executed as well as was practicable, for the
reason that no signal officer had early information as to the plan of
attack. The stations at Sugar Loaf and Point of Eocks were maintained.
As the general movement from Frederick to the pass at South Mountain commenced, a station was ordered to be located on Catoctin Eidge,
and to communicate thence with Sugar Loaf and with the prominent
tower of a church in Middletown, which was selected as a station of
observation for the valley. With the advance of our troops to the gaj)
and the planting of our batteries, a station had been opened, under tlie
supervision of Captain Fisher, at the battery near General A. PleasonDurton, communicating thence to the Tower station in Middletown.
ing the morning’s cannonade messages were here received from the gap
for Maj. Gen. A. E. Burnside and for Maj. Gen. G. B. McClellan, while

A
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When General McClellan took
their headquarters were in the vicinity.
his position upon the held of battle, the headquarters station was that,
then near him, which had previously been established near General
Pleasonton.
With the advance of General Jesse Keno’s division to the crest of
the mountain south of the gap, a signal station v as ordered, as I am
informed by Captain Fisher, to be located upon the crest. Owing
to some conflicting instructions from some oflicer, this station was
not established. Later in the afternoon Lieuts. J. C. Paine and C. H.
Carey were directed to open a station at this point. The flag was
promptly carried to the position indicated, and the communication
opened with both the station of observation on the tower and a station
few reports were received
near General McClellan, then on the field.
from this station, but it was feebly worked, soon ceased to reply to calls,
and became of no importance. At noon the whole line of communication mentioned was fully opened, and during the progress of the
engagement there were given to General McClellan on the field reports
from Point of Eocks, Sugar Loaf Mountain, and the other stations established.
There were announced, among other reports, the movements
of our troops visible in the valley and on the ridge, and at the time of
their occurrence the facts of General Franklin’s engagement, then commencing at the gap near Burkittsville, the sounds and smoke as of a
battle on Maryland Heights, and that no enemy was visible anywhere
on our left or in the valley of the Potomac.
message was signaled
from the field, addressed to General H. W. Halleck, at Washington.
The stations were fully emifloyed throughout the' engagement until
night.
Some of them had been working from early morning. The
oflicers remained at their i)Osts throughout the night.
There were,
however, no occasions for night signals. At daylight on the following
day it was found that the retreat of the enemy had rendered the further
occupation of those upon and near the battle-field unnecessary.
On Monday, September 15, following the retreat of the enemy, commenced the advance of the army through the pass in South Mountain
and toward the Antietam.
Early in the morning the course of the
enemy’s retreat and the positions they would select were uncertain.
Oflicers were sent to the summit of the Blue Eidge with instructions to
select stations, and also to examine and report their observations of the
country upon the west side of the Blue Eidge.
careful examination
was made from the high peak of the Blue Eidge north of the gap known
as Washington Monument, which overlooks all the valley between the

A

A

A

North and South Mountains.

From this point the forces of the enemy were visible near Shari)sburg, and thence to Shepherdstown. The line of battle beyond Antietam, then just beginning to be formed, was seen, and a full report of
this and other facts sent to General McGlellan.
The line was yet forming as this dispatch was forwarded by orderly. It is possible it contained as early information as any given as to the position of the enemy.
signal station was established at this point.
On the evening of this day it became evident that there would be an
engagement of some magnitude, and preparations were commenced for
the battle of Antietam. At this time and early on the following morning instructions were received from General McClellan that signal
communication should be established between his position chosen tor
the field of battle to so far as practicable on the right and left within
oar lines; that our left should be observed with ])articular care, and
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that from the most commanding points of view reports should be made
of any information in regard to the battle. The station on Sugar Loaf
was retained, to warn against any possible movement in that vicinity.
At 2 a. m. on September 16 orders were sent to Captain Fisher, in
charge of the signal detachment then at Boonsborough, to bring the
party forward as rapidly as practicable to near the Antietam. He was
also directed to establish an officer on Washington Monument, the
point above mentioned. The instructions of this officer were to report
to the battle-field any movements of the enemy visible to him at any
point in the valley, or clouds of dust, or signs of forces approaching or
near the position held by our army. He was afterward instructed, by
signals from the field during the progress of the battle at Antietam, to
particularly notice any approach made in the valley behind the Elk

Mountains, which, bordering the Antietam, touch the Potomac near
the mouth of that creek. Additional instructions were given Captain
Fisher upon his arrival at Keedysville.
At 10 a. m. there had been established on the field at Antietam a
signal station communicating with the station on the monument, one on
the left, on an elevation near the left of General A. E. Burnside’s forces,
which communicated with the station on Elk Mountain, and one on the
right near General G. G. Meade. A station of observation had been
previously established on the crest of Elk Mountain at the gap, afterward cut for the convenience of the officers there stationed, and now
designated by the soldiers as “ McClellan’s Gap.”
The extensive view from this position commanded Sharpsburg and
Shepherdstown, with very many points of the battle-field, the approaches
to it, and the country in the vicinity.
careful telescopic examination
of all points thought to be of interest was made, and a full report of the
enemy, then in front of Sharpsburg, and of such movements as were
visible, was sent to the general commanding.
Officers were kept at
their posts on this station by day and night, with but a few hours’ interval, from the commencement of the battle until the retreat of the enemy
beyond the Potomac. The station was worked with peculiar labor, it
being necessary to observe at times from the top of a tree, while the
signals were made from a point beneath among the branches, where the
fiagman could only sustain himself by exertion. All stations communicated with a central or headquarters station. From these points re])orts and messages of various value were transmitted throughout the

A

The movement of the enemy which seemed most to attract attenand which was twice reported once from Washington Monument
and once from the station on Elk Mountain was the apparent motion
of large trains from behind the woods west of Sharpsburg to Shepherdstown, and into Yirginia.
In the afternoon the enemy’s line of battle seemed to have changed
from in front of Sharpsburg. About dusk that evening commenced
our attack upon their left. Lieuts. J. B. Brooks and W. H. Hill, ordered
to move with Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker, commanding the right, skillfully located their station this night near his headquarters, and close to
the Sharpsburg and Hagerstown turnpike, and were ready at this posiday.

tion,

—

—

tion at daylight.

On Wednesday, Sei)tember 17, was fought the principal battle of the
Antietam. The general plan of signal operations was similar to that
of the preceding day, the reports from the station on the right and
from the station on Elk Mountain being concentrated at what was
known as the Headquarters station, near General McClellan. A station
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was posted on the -left at the position of General Burnside on the
thence communicating with the mountain, and receiving reports
As our lines advanced on the west side of the Antiefor that officer.
tam, driving in tlie enemy’s left, stations were established as closel^^ as
possible behind the lines, and near to the generals commanding in that
field,

A

station was thus established, subject to artillery
portion of the field.
fire, by Lieuts. E. 0. Pierce and W. F. Barrett, at the Miller house,
near the position of General E. Y. Sumner. The signal iiackage carried on the saddle by one of the flagmen of this party was cut in two
by a cannon-shot.
"
When the field near Boulette house was cleared by our troops, an
advance station was ordered to that iiosition. The point was reached
by Lieuts. F. N. Wicker and G. J. Clarke. They had transmitted but
few messages when the station was displaced by the breaking of a
part of our line. The position was soon retaken by our troops, but
these officers did not reoccupy it. The fire had been close, the horse
of one of the officers being slightly wounded. An hour afterward this
station was occupied by Lieuts. F. Wilson and F. W. Owen, sent to
supply the places of the two officers first detailed, and was bravely
and efficiently worked by them under a considerable artillery fire until
night. These stations were kex)t in communication with general headquarters.
Throughout the battle the labors of the officers and men on some of
these stations was almost incessant, and all exerted themselves zealously to gain and forward to headquarters any information or message
to bear upon the resuft of the action.
It was the fortune of Lieuts. J. B.
Brooks and W. H. Hill to forward from the right some messages and
reports of much importance. One of them, a message from General E. Y.
Sumner, announcing the wavering of the line and the need of re-enforcements, could probably have been sent so rapidly in no other manner.
The reports from the mountain station so overlooking the field of battle
were of peculiar interest, and the faithful manner in which this station
was held and worked is worthy of commendation. All the stations
were kept by the officers upon the field on the night of the 17th. Night
signals were used, however, only between the mountain and general
headquarters.
On the day and night of September 18 the stations were held in the
same positions. There was constant observation and report in reference to the enemy, and movements noticed in different i)arts of the
country. On this day the station communicating with Washington
Monument, which had been withdrawn during the 17th, was reoccupied.
At sundown and until dark the enemy’s smoke distinctly marked the
])Ositions held by them on this side of the river and about Sharpsburg.
During the night they hastily retreated.
On the morning of September 19, upon the advance of our cavalry,
under General A. Pleasonton, in pursuit of the enemy, and the opening
of the enemy’s batteries in Yirginia at the ford of the Potomac, officers
who had accom])anied the rapid movement of our troops established,
under the direction of Captain Fisher, a station near Shepherdstown.
This station communicated with the general. commanding the army at
headquarters until the occupation of Sharpsburg by our troops in force.
On this day a signal i)arty was ordered to Maryland Heights, whence,
on the afternoon of the 2()th, communication was opened with head-'
quarters of the army at Shari)sburg. The earliest information was thus
given on that day of the occupation of that place l)y our forces and of
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the condition of Harper’s Ferry as relating- to tlie future movements of
our army. From the day on which the enemy were driven from Maryland until the present time they have occupied points in Virginia partially visible from the stations of observation established upon our lines.
These have been maintained upon the mountain at McGiellan’s Gap, east
of Sharpsburg, on Headquarters Mountain, nearly east of Shepherdstown, on Maryland Heights, on Bolivar Heights, on Sugar Loaf Mountain, and on Fairvicw Heights, northwest of Martinsburg.
The range
of country brought within lair telescopic observation extends from the
Seneca Fiver on the east to Hancock, Md., on the west, far south into
the Shenandoah Valley and north into Maryland. It has been difficult
for any movement of importance to be made by the enemy without being
noticed from some of these stations.
As a summary of the operations of the corps as connected with this
campaign, I have to report that these operations have extended in the
establishment of stations from Alexandria, Va., to Fairview Heights,
in Maryland.
There have been occupied in all fifty-one stations. I
forward herewith a map and list of the stations occupied, and a map
showing the plan of the stations at the battle of Antietam. From before the departure of this army from Washington to the present time,
the country in which it was to operate, or through which it was to pass,
has been always under observation from some of these positions. The
duties of the signal officers require that their watchfulness and reports
should embrace occurrences in the night equally with those in the day.
In each of the engagements of the campaign, officers of the corps have
taken some part. Tliey claim to have announced the entry of the enemy
into Maryland, and his retreat beyond the Potomac.
Of the value to this army of the watchfulness of these officers, of
their observation, and the consequent reports made by them, and of
their transmission of intelligence, the general who commands the army
can best judge. Of the zeal with which the officers have tried to aid
its successes, and of the willingness and endurance with which they
have undergone hardships few officers are required to meet, it is my duty
to make mention.
The following officers are mentioned for their services during this

campaign:
For services at Sugar Loaf Mountain, September 4, 1802, observing
and reporting the advance of the enemy into Maryland: First Lieut.
IS”. Miner, Thirty -fourth Few York Volunteers.
The signal station
was held so long by this officer that he was captured in leaving it.
For services at Sugar Loaf Mountain from the time of its recapture
and during the engagement at Oatoctin Pass, and the battles at South
Mountain and Antietam: First Lieut. W. W. Bowley, Twenty-eighth
New York Volunteers; First Lieut. J. S. Hall, Fifty-third Pennsylva-

B.

nia Volunteers; First Lieut. W. B. Koe, Sixteenth Michigan Volunteers;
Second Lieut. J. H. Spencer, First Minnesota Volunteers.
For services at Point of Eocks prior to and during the battle of South
Mountain: First Lieut. I. J. Harvej^ Second Pennsylvania Eeserve
Volunteer Corps; Second Lieut. F. Horner, Sixth New Jersey Volunteers; Second Lieut. A. B> Jerome, First New Jersey Volunteers.
For services at the battle of South Mountain First Lieut. J. C.
Paine, Fifty-seventh New York Volunteers; First Lieut. C. F. Stone,
Sixth Maine Volunteers; First Lieut. F. F. Yates, Fourth Excelsior;
Second Lieut. W. F. Barrett, Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Volunteers, stationed at the tower at Middletown; First Lieut. S. Adams,
:
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Sixty-sixth New York Volunteers Second Lieut. E. Dinsinore, Fifth
Pennsylvania Eeserve Volunteer Corps, stationed at Catoctin Eidge,
west of Frederick; Second Lieut. N. II. Camp, Fourth New Jersey
Volunteers; Second Lieut. G. J. Clark, Sixty-second New York Volunteers, stationed near the General-in-Chief.
For services at the battle of Antietam and on the pursuit to Shepherdstowu, Va. First Lieut. F. Wilson, Fifth Pennsylvania Eeserve
Volunteer Corps; Second Lieut. F. W. Owen, Thirty-eighth New York
Volunteers, occupying the advance station near Eoulette’s house, and
bravely inaintaining it for some hours under an artillery tire; First
Lieut. J. B. Brooks, Fourth Vermont Volunteers; Second Lieut. W. H.
Hill, Ninety-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers, occupying a station near
the Hagerstown turnpike, and freely exposing themselves under fire in
the discharge of their duties (this station was near the right of the
army); First Lieut. E. C. Pierce, Third Maine Volunteers; Second
Lieut. William F. Barrett, Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Volunteers,
occuj)ying a station near the imsition of Generals Sumner and Smith
upon the held, and subject at times to artillery lire First Lieut. J.
Gloskoski, Twenty-ninth New York Volunteers Second Lieut. N. H.
Camp, Fourth New Jersey Volunteers, at the signal station at McClellan’s Gap, on Elk Mountain, overlooking the field; First Lieut. William
S. Stryker, Twelfth Virginia Volunteers; First Lieut. J. C. Paine, Fiftyseventh New York Volunteers; First Lieut. C. F. Stone, Sixth Maine
Volunteers; First Lieut. P. A. Taylor, Forty-ninth New York Volunteers, at Headquarters station, near the general commanding the army;
First Lieut. S. Pierce, Twenty- seventh New York Volunteers; First
Lieut. C. S. Kendall, First Massachusetts Volunteers, near General
Burnside’s headquarters, on the left of the army; First Lieut. E. L.
Halsted, Fortieth New York Volunteers, on Washington Monument,
on Blue Eidge; Ihrst Lieut. J. A. Hebrew, Ninety-ninth Pennsylvania
Volunteers Second Lieut. F. Horner, Sixth New Jersey Volunteers,
with the advance on the 19th and at the attack on the enemy’s batteries
near Shepherd stowiu
Capt. B. F. Fisher, acting signal officer, in immediate charge of the
party with the Army of the Potomac, and under whose personal supervision many of the stations reported were established, is entitled to
mention for tlie zeal which has characterized his conduct throughout
the campaign, and the courage and ability with which he discharged his
duties at the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.
There are laid before the commanding general in this list the names
of officers who have served in the iiresence of the enemy now for more
tlm.n a year, and whose labors have elicited the official thanks of generals and other commanders.
There is hardly one whose name has not
been more than once officially mentioned for gallant or faithful service
upon the Peninsula, in the Valley of the Shenandoah, or on the Eajipahaiinock. There is yet no definite mode by which to give them substantial reward or ])romotion.
I am, general, very resiiectfully, voiir obedient servant,
;

:

;

;

;

ALBEET

J.

MYEE,

Signal Officer, and Major, U. S.
Brig. Gen. S.

Williams,

AsmHtayit Adjutant- General,

Army

of the Fotomac.

Army.
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G.

F. Fisher, Acting Signal Officer,
operations Septemher 4-30.’

U. 8.

Army, of

Signal Camp, near the Mouth of Anttetam,
Septemher 30,

ISCii.

Sir I liave tlie honor to submit tlie followiDg report of the manner
ill which the signal detachment of the Army of the Potomac has been
employed since the 4th of September, upon which day I again resumed
command of it, having been absent for a short time to recruit my health.
Por a detailed account of the messages sent and received and special
services rendered, I refer you to the individual reports of the several
officers composing this detachment.
The morning of the 4th September I joined the party, then encamped
near Alexandria, Va. During the day 1 rode along the front, ascertained
the manner in which our troops were stationed, and made the details
Ordered Lieutenants Fralick and
for the next morning accordingly.
Kendall to Maryland Heights, and sent an order to Lieutenant Eowley to
man Point of Kocks, Sugar Loaf Mountain, Poolesville, and Seneca with
members of his party until I could send him assistance. Lieutenants
Denicke and Daniels were ordered to Great Palls, Lieutenants Hebrew
and Pierce to Fairfax Seminary, Lieutenants Jerome and Yates to Falls
Church, Lieutenants Hill and Keel to MinoFsHill, Lieutenant Carey to
Upton’s Hill, Lieutenants Gloskoski and Owen to Hall’s house, which
was to be the center of all lines, to receive the reports and communications from all stations, and then transmit them by telegraph to Wash:

ington.

Friday, September 5, moved camp to the vicinity of Hall’s Hill as
being more central; ordered Lieutenants Hutchinson and Hall to Fort
Pennsylvania. In the evening Lieutenant Herzog and I traveled over
the hills in the neighborhood of Langley, to watch for the appearance
of the signal torches of Lieutenants Denicke and Daniels upon the tower
of Great Falls, according to prearrangements. Kot discovering them,
we returned to camp about 11 p. m. The next morning I rode up to
Great Falls, and found that our lines were not extended to within a
mile of our former station; was halted by Major-General Couch, and informed that it was not safe to go any farther in that direction upon,
however, being recognized by the general, I was permitted to use my
own discretion, and proceeded to the station and opened communication
with Lieutenant Spencer, then at Seneca, some G miles farther up the
river, and learned through signals from him of the presence of the
enemy in Maryland and the breaking up of the stations of Sugar Loaf
and Poolesville and of the necessity to abandon Seneca for a short time.
At 5 o’clock Lieutenants Daniels and Denicke arrived and occupied
the station. Immediately upon giving my instructions, I rode rapidly
back to Fort Pennsylvania, from which point communication was then
opened with Great Falls.
Sunday, September 7, upon returning to camp, I learned that the
troops generally were on the road to Kockville ; whereupon I took steps
to remove the camp at once to the north side of the Potomac, and received your order to report with the party to headquarters of the Army
of the Potomac at Eockville, Md. On Monday morning, at daylight,
we were in the saddle and on the road for tlie Upper Potomac, and reported our arrival atEockvilhi to Colonel Colburn at 10 a, m., encamped
;
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the party, and, with several companies, rode forward to learn tlie character of the country in which we were expecting our services to be required.

AVe extended our

ride, after visiting

Seneca Station, to

Avithin

a few miles of Poolesville, and then returned to camp.
Tuesday, 9th, I ordered Lieutenants Gloskoski and Owen to reopen the
station at Seneca, and Lieutenants Camp and Clark to report to General
Pleasonton, Avho had advanced to PoolesAulle, and open communication
with Seneca. In the. afternoon I received instructions to connect the
headquarters of General Sumner on the right and those of Major-General
Couch on the left with those of General Franklin near the center^ succeeded in connecting the two latter, but it was late in the day to connect the two former.
Wednesday, September 10, moved forward to Barnesville, taking with
me Lieutenants Wicker, Hill, Brooks, Taylor, HebreAv, and Pierce. The
cavalry had considerable skirmishing during the day, but no opportunity offered for us to use our signals to any adArantage. During the
eA^ening I was assured by General Pleasonton that our forces would
occupy Sugar Loaf Mountain during the next day.
Thursday, September 11, connected the advance with General Franklin’s headquarters.
Sent Lieutenants Brooks and Taylor to Poolesville,
with instructions to watch for the appearance of our flag on Sugar Loaf
Mountain. About 2 o’clock, learning that the cavalry were on the
mountain, I asked for a detail of 20 men, and started forward, passing
the pickets about a half a mile from the foot of the hill.
arrived on the summit about 3.30 in the afternoon, and opened
communication immediately Avith the officers sent in the morning to
Poolesville; also with officers stationed near General Franklin’s headquarters. Sent official reports of our observations to General McClellan
and General Franklin, requesting permission from the latter to retain our
escort until the next morning. Lieutenants Eoe and Hall, who joined us
on our way up the mountain, were left in charge of the station, in accordance with your orders, though I had intended to leave Lieutenants
Hill and Brooks Avith Lieutenant Wicker, who were acquainted witli
the country and its roads. Lieutenants Hill and Hebrew were then
directed to select some point near General Sumner’s headquarters, and
open communication with the officers on the mountain, reporting the
establishment of said communication to the general after it should be in
successful operation.
Friday, September 12, joined the camp near Urbana, having established two several points along the route with the station on the
mountain and headquarters as it passed by. Opened communication
from a point near the cami)-ground in the evening. During the day
Lieutenants Kowley and Spencer Avere ordered by yourself to Sugar
Loaf Mountain to assist in the management and Avorking of said station.
Ecceived a message from Lieutenant Fralick, stating that he had
arrived at Point of Eocks. I sent him Lieutenants Haiwey, Jerome,
and Horner, Avho were to establish a station uiider the direction of Lieutenant Harvey at the Point.
Saturday, September 13, went forward early in the morning to Frederick, which had been occu]3ied by our troops the evening of the day
before. Located two officers in the cemetery to open communication
AAuth the station on Sugar Loaf Mountain, while I rode out to the gap
Avest of F rederick and reported to General Pleasonton.
Having left two
officers there, and sent two back to the city, I had with little delay the
pleasure of seeing the line working satisfactorily. The enemy having
been driven back and closely followed by our cavalry and artillery to
the foot of the South Mountain, two officers, Lieutenants Camp and

We
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Chirk, accompanied General Pleasontoii to the village, while Lieutenants Hebrew and Yates took position on the crest of the monntaiii,
between Frederick and the former place, opening communication with
the officers in Middletown, but failing to attract attention of the officers
at the lieadqnarters. station. This line was a failure, though at one
time it was working and several important messages were sent to General Burnside by General Pleasouton.

Sundny, September 14, moved forward to Middletown. Located
Lieutenants Diusmore and Adams on the crest of Short Mountain to
communicate with the station on Sugar Loaf Mountain and the station
at Middletown, near General McClellan’s headquarters, thus connecting our advanced position with the telegraph station at Point of Kocks.
Opened communication between General Pleasonton’s position, upon
the field of battle, then raging in the vicinity, where the Hagerstown
pike crosses South Mountain, and that of General McClellan near Middletown. During the afternoon I ordered Lieutenants Hill and Wicker
to select a point as far up the mountain as iiossible, and communicate
back to Middletown. This detail, I was informed, was interfered with
by General Pleasouton, and the officers returned to their old position
near the batteries. In the afternoou, by your direction. Lieutenants
Paine and Carey were sent to tlie field on the mountain, but did not
succeed in Avorking to advantage before night terminated the contest
that raged at times fearfully along the side and summit of the mountain.
During the day I sent Lieutenant Kendall to join Lieutenant
Pierce, then with General Franklin’s column, with instructions to communicate with Middletown, either directly or through the mountain
Of these two officers I heard no more until they joined us at
station.
Keedysville.
Monday, September 15, by your direction. Lieutenants Cami) and
Clark took position on the crest of South Mountain to communicate
with Lieutenants Wilson and Owen, near General McClellan’s headquarters. Lieutenants Wicker and Gloskoski were ordered to report to
General Burnside, who Avas crossing the mountain on a road about a
mile south of the main road and leading directly toward Sharpsburg.
Lieutenants Halsted and E. Pierce took position on the mountain near
the main road, but were withdrawn during the day, and Lieutenant
remained over night
Halsted ordered to Washington Monument.
near Boonsborough, and next morning pushed forward to Keedysville,
expecting a decisive battle to be fought during the day. According to
instructions, I placed Lieutenants Camp and Clark to open communication with Lieutenant Halsted on the monument, on the summit of South
Mountain ; Lieutenant Wicker at a central point, near Keedysville, to
communicate with Lieutenants OAven and Stone, on the extreme left
Lieutenants Hill and Carey at the center, and Lieutenants Wilson and
Barrett on the right. During part of the day I was with General Meade’s
command, on the extreme right, making observations aud reporting
them to him and headquarters. In the afternoon I was at the central
station, and in the evening receiving instructions from you to open communication Avith the mountain station, but receiA^ed it too late for auy
During the afternoon sent Lieutenant Hill to report to
effect that day.
General Hooker, who had moved to the right beyond General Meade’s

We

position.

The next morning, Wednesday, September 17, the great battle of the
Antietam opened. Placed Lieutenants Wilson aud Barrett on the hill
near the headquarters of General McClellan, to communicate with Lieutenants Hill and Brooks, near General Sumner’s headquarters, on the
extreme right. Established a station communicating Avith the station
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on the mountain, and assisted Lieutenant Owen in receiving messages
during the morning. In the afternoon I went out to Lieutenants Kendall and L. Pierce, on the extreme leffc, to assist in selecting a point
from which we could communicate to headquarters found that it was
impossible to communicate direct, and therefore called th.e station on
Elk Mountain, and through it opened communication from a point near
General Burnside’s position with the station at said headquarters.
Lieutenants Pierce and Barrett were directed to go to the front, on the
west side of the Antietam, and open communication with headquarters, which was successfully accomplished, and reported by them to
the generals commanding troops in that vicinity. Lieutenants Wicker
and Clark were also directed to take position in a certain field beyond
the position selected by Lieutenants Pierce and Barrett. They arrived
at the designated place, opened communication with Lieutenant Wilson
at headquarters, but shortly afterward, our line being driven back at
that point, their flag disappeared, and when next heard from they were
somewhere beyond Lieutenant Hill’s position. Lieutenant Clark states
in his report that this to us unaccountable change of position was contrary to his understanding of instructions received, but he was overruled by Lieutenant Wicker’s idea of what their instructions were, and
thus yielded to the change. Lieutenants Wilson and Owen were afterward directed to take the position thus left vacant, which they did, and
;

bravely held it until the enemy retreated.
Lieutenants Taylor 'and Stone, having charge of that part of Headquarters station communicating with the stations on the west side of
the Antietam, were very promi)t and attentive to all calls given. After
Lieutenant Owen was ordered to the other side of the Antietam, Lieutenant Stryker was left in charge of the one branch of Headquarters
station, and, with the exception of several intervals, remained during'
the two succeeding days, almost constantly employed in receiving messages from the station on Elk Mountain. I would here take the opportunity of stating that the officers at this station, which was during the
17th and 18th a most important one, were undivided in their attention
to their duties, answering calls promptly", and reading, with few exceptions, with good success.
During the day the officers from the stations
along the road pursued during the advance of the army reported at
Headquarters station, they having been called in for other duties, by
an order that directed Lieutenants Dinsmore and Adams to establish
a station in the vicinity of Frederick, open communication with the
station on Sugar Loaf Mountain, and send forward by telegraph all reports received. The station on Elk Mountain, manned by Lieutenants
Gloskoski and Camp, sent many important messages during the day.
In the afternoon, you being present on the mountain in person, we had
the benefit of your own observations. At the approach of night the
wearied armies ceased their strife, and for the time the battle was over.
About 8 o’clock p. m. I returned to camp to attend to duties relating
to the necessaries and comforts of my command.
In the morning, expecting the battle to be renewed, G o’clock found me
at the Headquarters station.
During the morning a continued stream
of messages flowed from the mountain stations, and were received by
Lieutenant Paine and myself. Lieutenant Stryker having accompanied
Lieutenants AVicker and L. Pierce, who were stationed on the left, near
General Burnside’s position, the other stations remaining as they were
the day previous. Lieutenant Stryker having returned from the left and
Lieutenant Paine receiving the messages from the mountain during the
day, Lieutenants Kendall and Hebrew relieving them in the evening.
9
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attack was made by either army, both apparently gathering renewed
strength for the battle we all felt must come. The night passed, and
from the station on the mountain we learned next morning that the
enemy had fallen back from Sharpsburg to the south bank of the Potomac.
AYith Lieutenants Daniels, Fralick, Carey, Hebrew, and
Horner, I joined the advancing cavalry, and opened communication from
a position near, where a few hours afterward General Porter located
his headquarters.
Leaving the station in the charge of Lieutenants
Hebrew and Horner, and sending Lieutenants Fralick and Daniels to
Maryland Heights, I accompanied, by request, General Porter to the
bank of the river, and received instructions that, as a battery would be
quietly placed in position back of a hill, I should prepare my officers to
direct the fire of the battery from my position on the bank of the river.
I chose to take part myself in preference to sending others, and having
been joined by Lieutenant Owen, I sent him to the- battery while I resumed the forward position, where we remained during the entire afternoon, signaling the effect of the several shots as the battery played
ui)on the opposite bank.
Saturday, September 20, communication was established with Maiyland Heights, which has since been kept open from various points.
Headquarters having moved forward. Lieutenants Stone and Taylor
broke up their stations and established them near the new location. After
which, changes were made which will be best understood by giving you
a detailed account of the present disposition of the detachment. Commencing Avith the right, we have at Fairview Lieutenants Eowley and
Eoe, with instructions to send by signals to Hagerstown reports of observations made, to be received by Lieutenant Spencer and forwarded by
telegraph to Major-General McClellan. Near Downsville are Lieutenants Denicke and Clark, communicating with the Headquarters station,
through the station on Elk Mountain, at which latter station are Lieutenants Jerome, E. Pierce, and Owen. On the mountain, just east of
headquarters, present camp, are Lieutenants Wicker and L. Pierce. At
Headquarters station are Lieutenants Stone and Taylor, communicating
with stations on the right, and Lieutenants Kendall and Gloskoski, communicating with stations on the left. On Maryland Heights are stationed
Lieutenants Daniels and Hall. On Bolivar Heights, with General Sumner, are Lieutenants Hill and Brooks.
On Loudoun Heights, with General
Greene, are Lieutenants Halsted and Camp. On Sugar Loaf Mountain
are Lieutenants Hebrew, Yates, and Carey, communicating with Lieutenants Dinsmore and Adams at Frederick, the two latter forwarding reports by telegraph. Lieutenant Harvey is on special duty, per order.
Lieutenants Fralick, Barrett, and Wilson are sick, the two latter not
seriously.
In camp are Captain Fortescue and Lieutenants Horner,
Paine, and Collin. Many of the officers need equipments, and are anxiously awaiting the arrival of Lieut. L. B. Norton, in order to thoroughly
prepare the party for another campaign, if called upon during the fall. I
look forward to better success and more pleasant duties hereafter. The
officers, gathered from different divisions of the army, and not accustomed
to each other’s mode of working, have become somewhat acquainted
during the present campaign, and it can be expected that there will be
an understandin g and more harmony in the manner of communication.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. F. FISHEE,
Captain^ Commanding Signal Detachment^ Army of the Potomac.

Maj. A. J. Myek,
Chief Signal

Officer.
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Report of Capt. Raid Babcock^ Seventh Neio Jersey Infantry^ Acting Signal Officer U. S. Army, of operations October 11-November G.
j

Headquarteks Fifth Army Corps,
November

7,

1862.

Lieutenant In obedience to orders from the Chief Signal Officer,
Army of the Potomac, I have the honor to make the following report:
On the 17th October I reported to Major-General Porter, at Sharpsbnrg, Md., Lieut. Thomas E. Clark and 1 men being with me ready for
duty. General Porter immediately informed me of two points with which
he "desired communication, viz. Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
and a point on the Potomac Eiver overlooking a ford, over which he
hourly expected a division of his troops. I immediately told hjm but
ore of the communications could be established that night, as there
Twenty-five minutes after his
were but two officers in my party.
:

do, communication was established between his
headquarters and the point indicated. Fifteen messages passed between
the two points up to the time when Lieutenant Clark reported the
division approaching the ford in good order, and no signs of any enemy.
Upon receipt of this message, the general pronounced the station no
longer necessary, and Lieutenant Clark came into camp. Early next
morning (October 18) we opened with the station at White House, thus
connecting General Porter with general headquarters. From this date
to October 28 (the day on which you request a full report to commence),
we kept General Porter in uninterrupted communication with the White
House station, on Elk Mountain, the station of observation on Maryland Heights, and through it with headquarters Army of the Potomac,
constantly receiving from Lieutenants Pierce and Fuller at one and Lieutenants Hall and Taylor at the other full and accurate reports of the
positions and movements of the enemy, often in advance of any other,
and generally confirmatory of that received from other sources. These
reports seemed of great importance to the general, and he seemed much
pleased with the facility and accuracy with which they were obtained.
In addition to the foregoing, we frequently took observations from the
river bank, and reported to General Porter the apparent position, force,
&c., of the enemy opposite.
On one occasion. Lieutenant Clark made
such a report, upon wdiich the general sent over and captured some 10
or 12 of their pickets. From October 28 to 30 we continued as before,
and, I believe, to General Porter’s entire satisfaction. October 30, at
3.30 p. m., we broke up camp and followed General Porter to Pleasant
Valley, almost directly under the Maryland Heights station.
Here
we tried to communicate with Maryland Heights, but all our efforts
were fruitless. Pockets and red lights were burned, and the torches
swung from 7 to 11.30 i). m., and within 3 miles of the station, but no
answer could be gotten. Fortunately we were not called upon that
night to send any messages. Next morning, October 31, we moved with
the general, and encamped at Sandy Hook, within 2 J miles of Maryland
Heights station.
immediately iiroceeded to open with them, and
tied both largo flags to the long pole, swinging for two hours without
an answer, when I sent a man up to notif3^ them of our position. They
then saw us with naked eyes. At their request, we read their reports
to General McClellan and gave them to General Porter.
These reports
were very full and important, and reflected great credit on Lieutenants
Hall and Taylor.

decision which to

We
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November 1, left Sandy Hook, crossed the Potomac, and marched to
Neersville, Va., having requested Maryland Heights to look for us in
that direction. Eighteen minutes after reaching Neersville we were in
communication with Maryland Heights, and through them to General
McClellan’s headquarters. This instance of prompt opening of communication -was entirely due to the vigilant watch kept up by Lieutenants Hall and Taylor. All that night and the next morning, up to the
very minute of starting oh', were employed in sending and receiving messages of great importance, eighteen lengthy messages passing between
us during the night and morning.
November 2, started one hour after the general j overtook him on the
road, and reached Snicker’s Gap while the enemy Avere threatening it.
On the road the day before, Lieutenants Pierce and Fuller joined me,
having been sent for by General Porter at my request. Theiv presence
enabled me to accomplish that which the general indicated immediately
on arriving at Snicker’s Gap, viz, the establishing of two stations, one
at or near the front, connecting it with his headquarters. No sooner
Avas this done than it was put in use by General Hancock, commanding
the forces which held the gap, in communicating with Generals Couch
and Porter. No fight occurred, but the stations Avere well placed to be
of use in case of an attack, and did good serAuce in facilitating the transmittal of orders aud information for the arrangement and disposition
of our forces. The position at the gap was also a good one to see or
be seen by any station on Short Mountain or up the valley, where we

thought stations would be placed.

November 3, we continued these two stations, and kept one officer
seeking good points from which to obserA^e enemy’s position and movements, full reports of Avhich were immediately sent to the general. At
12 m. Captain Fisher Ausited us and expressed himself entirely satisfied
with AAdiat we had done. At 9 p. m. the mountain station was discontinued for the night, as Lieutenants Clark and Fuller had succeeded in
finding general headquarters from their station at General Porter’s
headquarters, through Lieutenants Yates and Hebrew, who had been
sent by the Chief Signal Officer to an intermediate point. This communication was kept up through the entire night and next day (November 4), up to about 2 p. m., aud constantly used by General Porter in
communicating imi)ortant information to General McClellan, when it
was suddenly destroyed by the breaking up of a station at Bloomfield,
leaving several very important messages half Avay over the line, and
several more at General Porter’s headquarters waiting to be sent.
In the morning of November 4 we reopened the mountain station as
one of observation, and also to endeavor to open with a station on Short
Mountain. In reporting observations it was quite useful, but we did
not succeed in attracting Short Mountain, although a man Avas sent
there to notify them where we Avere. NoA^ember 5 we were still unable
to reopen with headquarters.
November 6, at 4 a. m., we started on the march aud reached White
Plains at G p. m., having seen during the day Lieutenants Brooks and
Stone, Yates and Hebrew, all of whom Avere advised to report to headquarters Signal Corps immediately.
I haA^e the honor to be, A^ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
P.
Cajytain Seventh

Lieut.

William

S,

A.

J. Volunteers^

Strykee,

BABCOCK,

Je.,

and Acting Signal

Officer.
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Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
White Plains, Va., November 7, 18C2.
his party joined me near
Sharpsburg to the present time, the party has been actively, energetically, and in many cases perseveringly engaged in opening communication with general headquarters and other points of observation, and has
been of the best service to me and the corps. His difficulties are exl)ressed in the within communication of Captain Babcock, and also his
labors to some extent. Wherever there was a failure to communicate
Avith general headquarters, it was not due to any want of exertion of
Captain Babcock or his party, which was ever ready for duty and watch-

From

the

moment Captain Babcock and

ful at all hours.

If it were in the power of the commanding general to provide signal
parties at each corps headquarters, the value of the system would be
more highly appreciated and their presence always desired, if they work
as faithfully and intelligently as Captain Babcock and his party. Their
services at the present time, when there are so many prominent points
of observation, are especially valuable in aiding communication with
different points of the army, and inestimable in case of a general action.

F. J.

POETEE,

Major- General, Commanding.

Ho.

8.

Peport of First Lieut. Peter A. Taylor, Forty -ninth Neio Yorh Infantry,
Acting Signal Officer, U. 8. Army, of operations September 11-30.

Signal Station, General Headquarters,
October

Captain

:

I

1,

1862.

have the honor to submit the following report of signal

duty in the month of September, 1862:
(Received.)

September
To Major Myer:

We occupy

11.

— (At Poolesvillo Station, Md.)

Sugar Loaf.

FISHER AND

OTHERS.

(Received.)

To General, McClellan, from Sugar Loaf:
see two regiments of cavalry near Frederick. No other signs of enemy in Maryland. Opposite Point of Rocks is a large force encamped.

,^We

HALL.
(Sent.)

September
To

B. F.

12.

Fisher:

Headquarters are at Middlehurg.
w^ard Frederick

All right,

Report any movement of enemy to-

and Lcesl)urg.
Major

MYER.

(Received.)

To Lieutenants Brooks and Taylor:
You will go to Urbana immediately.

FISHER.
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15th.
(Received.)

To Officers at Poolesville:
You report to me immediately

at Boousborougli.

FISHER.
(Received.)

ITtii.

—At Headquarters

Statiou, near Sharpsburg,

Md.

To Major Myer:

We

liave

fouud General Slocum.

He

is

near

us.

PIERCE AND BARRETT.
(Received.)

To General McCeellan:
Tlie infantry are not

engaged on our

right,

but are preiiaring to do

so.

WILSON.
(Received.)

17tii.

To General McClellan:
There

is

no change in the position of

trooj)s.

We are holding our own beautifully.
WILSON.

(Received.)

To General McClellan
We have just heard from the
is in command.
:

front.

General Hooker

is

wounded.

General Sumner

PIERCE AND BARRETT.
(Received.)

To General McClellan:
Re-enforcements are badly wanted. Our troo})s are giving way. I am hunting for
French’s and Slocum’s divisions. If you know where they are, send them immediately.
General SUMNER.
(Received.)

To General McClellan

:

Do you think it i)roper to countermand the order to send Slocum’s division to
Richardson’s support, as I shall need it on the right if I advance?
General SUMNER.
(Received.)

18th.

To General McClellan:
The rebels sent flag of truce

this morning, asking to

bury their dead.

Flag Avas

sent back.

General

SLOCUM.

(Received.)

To General McClellan
All quiet this

:

morning

so far.

The enemy’s pickets

are in the front of me.

General

SUMNER.

(Received.)

21st.

To Major Myer

Wo

:

are in communication with General Sumner.

MBN

STATION.

(Received.)

To General McClellan
The station at Maryland Heights
:

reports a force of 5,000 infantry and 60 Avagons at

Charlestown.

MBN

STATION.

(Sent.)

To MBN Station
Where is General Sumner ?
:

Major

MYER.

have to look from the
Major

MYER.

(Sent.)

To MBN Station
Look out for statiou near Williamsport.
:

You

A\dll

tree.

:

:
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(Sent.)

To General E. V. Sumner
Have your command ready
:

to move with your train to Harper’s Ferry to-morrow
Order sent by orderly.

morning at daylight.

MARCY,

R. B.

Chief of Staff.
(Sent.)

To General Sumner

:

Please acknowledge message sent to you as received.

Major

MYER.

(Received.)

To General Marcy

:

Dispatch received.

Will come at daylight.
General

SUMNER.

(Received.)

22d.

To Major Myer

:

Order out of chaos.

Communication with Ueneral Couch and Maryland Heights.

All right.

FISHER.
(Sent to

Can you send a message

MEN Station.)

Couch now ?

to General

Do

not say yes unless you are

certain.

Major

MYER.

(Received.)

To Major Myer

:

Yes.

MBN

STATION.

(Sent.)

To Officers at Williamsport
Ascertain and report if any movements of the enemy have been
:

visible near Will-

iamsport to-day.

Major

MYER.

(Received.)

To Major Myer
There have been no movements visible.
maud.
:

I reported to

Couch,

Franklin

is

in com-

OWEN.
(Sent.)

23d.

To Clarke and Barrett:
Any report from General Couch this morning ? Try and get three reports per day
of the state of affairs on the right and send them in.

FISHER.
(Sent to Maryland Heigbts.)

Cut trees down

to see station at general headquarters, a mile

and a half to your

right of the river.

FISHER.
To

(Sent.)

MBN

Any

signs of

enemy from the

MBN?
Major

MYER.

(Sent.)

To General Franklin, Williamsport
I have just sent you an order to move your command to near Bakersville
General
Couch to Downsville, on the same road. You can move at once. The orderly will
;

meet you.
R. B.

MARCY,
Chief of

To Paine
Look out

Staff.

(Sent.)

:

for a call

from Wicker.

Mnjor Myer and

I

are going there, and will report

to you.

FISHER.

)

::
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(Received.

To General McClellan:
Clouds of dust running parallel with mountains a
goes north.

little

north of west are seen.

It

JEROME.
(Sent.)

To Jerome:
The general says can you give more definite information. Plow far oif was the
this side of Marti nshurg or the o ther

dust-

?

P.
(Received.)

To General McClellan:
d'ho dust appears to

he on a lino between Williamsport and Martinsburg, about

miles from Sharpsburg, between the mountains and the river, going southwest,
extending a long distance.

11

now

JEROME.
(Received.)

To Captain Fisher
Franklin and Couch
:

are leaving.

Any

orders

?

CLARKE.
(Sent.)

To Clarke:
Go with them and open communication with the MEN,

if possible,

when thev

stop.

STRYKER.
(Sent.)

24 th.

To MEN
You will daily send

to these headquarters three reports and one during the night—
at 7 a. m,, 1 p. m., 6 p. m., and 12 p. m. If the state of the weather precludes the
possibility of these reports being ma,de precisely at these hours, they will be made as
soon as possible thereafter. Give signatures to reports.
E. F. FISHER,
Captain, Commanding Signal Detachment.
(Received.)

25Tn.

To General McClellan:
A very considerable movement and much dust

S.

15°

W. from

this mountain, ap-

parently 5 miles distant southwest from Shepherdstowu. Smoke of encampment and
dust are seen in the vicinity of Martinsburg. The dust seen near Shepherdstown is
close to a sharj) cut in the woods, like one made for a railroad.
I can see no enemy
cast of Shepherdstown or south of Martinsburg.

Major MYER.
(Received

All quiet.

Fog precluded the

—12 and 6 report.)

possibility of a.ny report sooner

emanating from here.

JEROME.
(Received

1 p.

m.)

Dust seen about 3 miles south of Shepherdstowu.

JEROME.
(Sent.)

MEN Station:
Another exhibition of such gross negligence will compel me to prefer charges of
incompetency. The guard must not be permitted to leave the glass until relieved.
To

FISHER.
(Sent.)

To

MEN

Send a

full

and concise report immediately.

FISHER.
(Received.)

To Captain Fisher:
No report. The smoke hides everything^ and has
(Received 7

a.

all

day.

m.)

27th.
All quiet.

Clarke not visible.

JEROME.

:
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28tu.

'

To General McClellan:

Saw

to night, 3 miles northwest of Falling Waters, two squadrons of enemy’s cavalry
No signs of troops from this point except pickets half mile [of] river.

marching: north.

DENICKE.
29tii.

To General McClellan:
Heavy dust seen south-southwest, about

make out anything

in

Cannot

10 miles from Shepherdstowu.

it.

JEROME.
(llcceived.)

To Major Myer:
Great smoke .at the

foot of the mountain, southwest of

your headquarters.

Extends

along several miles.

JEROME.
(Sent.)

Lieutenant Jerome will report the distance and the hearings of the smoke from
Shepherdstowu,

Major

MYER.

(Eeceived.)

To Major Myer:
It must he about

8 or 9 miles south-southwest from Shepherdstowu.

JEROME.
(Received.)

Cannonading heard 3° northwest of Shepherdstowu and about 5 miles from that
place.

JEROME.
I

am,

sir,

respectfully, your obedient servant,

P. A.

TAYLOR,

First Lieut. Forty-ninth Neiv Yorlc Vols., Actg. Signal Officer.

Capt. B. P. Fisher,
Commanding Signal Detachment.

No.

9.

Report of Lieut. J. Gloshoski, Twenty -ninth New York Lnfa^itry, Acting
Signal Officer, U. S. Army, of operations September l(j-Novemher 29.

Camp near Falmouth, November 29, 1862.
Agreeable to your circular, requesting us to make report of the
service performed by us, “the difficulties we have met,” and “of all that
may be necessary for the Chief Signal Officer to know,” I have the honor
to submit the following
On the IGth of September I accompanied the Chief Signal Officer to
the summit of Elk Mountain, Maryland, for the purpose to establish
signal station there and observe the enemy^s movements. The point
chosen for observations was an excellent one, and messages sent from
it very important.
From there we had full view of the enemy’s lines.
We have ^ported immediately the positions and each change of position
of all their batteries and their forces. From that point I have communicated to five different stations, viz, one at General McClellan’s headquarters, one at General Burnside’s (left wing), one at General Hooker’s,
and two in the center of our lines. Same day we reT)orted to General
Sir

:

McClellan:

An immense

train of the enemj^’s wagons is moving on the road from Sharpshurg to
They cross the Potomac and halt about a mile south of Shepherds-

Shepherdstowu.
town.

:

:
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Can you

see

PA.

XXXI.

this

any movements of tlie enemy on the road or elsewhere ?
General

To General

[Chap.

BURNSIDE.

B.

Yes; they are moving now a strong force of infantry from Shepherdstown
woods west of Sharpshurg and northerly to our right."

into the

Y. Y. Y.

Can you see
front of us?

any movement of the enemy, particularly

in rear of the corn-field in

General
I

can see no movement, i^articularly in rear of that

BURNSIDE.

corn-field.

Y. Y. Y.

This last message, although insignificant now, was very important
it gave assurances that there was no immediate danger to be
apprehended from that particular place. At 3 p. m. same day we sent:
then, as

To General Burnside:
Look out well on your

left

;

the enemy arc moving a strong force in that direction.
Y. Y. Y.

This warning was in time, and it was noticed by General Burnside,
as at that hour, 1 think. General A. P. Hill arrived with his forces from
Harper’s Ferry to re-enforce the enemy.
These are all the messages I could preserve from that day, as then
we had no tents on stations, no wagons, exposed for days and nights to
constant rain, and consequently all papers, as everything else in our
possession, must have been wet and destroyed.
From that time until the 28th ultimo I was posted on different signal
stations, changing them almost everj^ day, until we came to Kectortown, Ya. From that place 1 was ordered to proceed with Lieutenant
Owen to Thoroughfare Gap, and ^‘open communication Avith Water
Mountain, Warrenton” (9 miles distant, air line), and ‘‘observe the line
of railroad.” The highest point in that vicinity is on the Bull Eun
Mountain, called the “Leather Coat Hill,” north of the gap, but unluckily the Avoods on the mountains north and south of that gap were
set on fire, and it Avas impossible for any one to ascend the summit without being roasted. The other hills there are of so almost equal height
that it was no easy task to find the proper one to answer our purpose;
still, I haA^e found such, as I had the honor to report at that time.
have not sent any reports from that station, because there was nothing
to report then ; yet that station was very important, and, I think, if it
had been alloAved to remain there longer, our troops would not have left
the gap in such a great haste as they did.
signal flag is a great annoyance to the enemy, as we haA^e seen from
their reports after the battle of Antietam, and also inspires our troops
Avith confidence; when seen by them on some high point, or near them,
they know that those near that flag are on the lookout, and look with
better eyes than they have. As a proof of this, I will relate a circumstance from the battle at Gaines’ Mill, on the Peninsula. When the
battle raged in its greatest fury, a few pieces of artillery from General
Smith’s division opened fire across the Ohickahominy upon the enemj^
All saw the smoke, but not many could tell where the shells fell or who
Our soldiers
fired, as the pieces were hidden by woods from our AueAv.
began to murmur, “ The rebels are outflanking us.” All eyes turned in
that direction, when a signal flag emerged from the woods and began

We

A

!
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wave in answer to my call every face then brightened up, and men
exclaimed with smiles, “ Thafc ours
November 15, I, in comi)any with Lieutenant Owen, relieved the officers on Watery Mountain. Watery Mountain is a fine point of observation, and it is enough to ascend the top of it to find the desired place;
there is a tree known to every one, called the “View tree,’^ and the place
where it stands affords view almost in all directions.
We reported from that station all we saw worthy of rei)ort, viz, smoke
of the enemy^s camp-fires at Manassas Gap.
From 19th to 24th instant we were posted on a station near Falmouth,
close to Captain Pettit’s battery in position, and opposite the enemy’s
guns. Our reports, then, if of any value, are of too recent a date to need
to

;

repeating.
I

am,

sir,

very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J.

TAeut. Twenty-ninth

Lieut.

William

S.

Regiment N. Y.

Yols.,

GLOSKOSKI,
Acting Signal

Officer,

Stryker,

Adjutant^ Signal Corps.

No.

10.

Reports of General Robert E. Lee^ G. S. Army, commanding Army of
Northern Virginia, of operations September 2-November 15.

Headquarters, two Miles prom Fredericktown, Md.,
•

September

7,

1862.

(Keceived September 10, 1862.)

Sir I have the honor to inform you that Lieutenant-Colonel Funk
reports that he took possession of Winchester at 11 o’clock on the morning of the 3d instant, the enemy having abandoned the town on the
night of the 2d. They blew up their large magazine, burnt an enormous
amount of quartermaster’s and commissary stores, and about two squares
of the city. Still, a quantity of stores, a large amount of ammunition,
some fine guns, medical stores, tents, cooking utensils, &c., were left
behind, which have been taken possession of by Colonel Funk. I have
directed that he make rei)orts of the captured articles to the proper
departments, and I desire that they be secured. As I have directed
that Winchester be made a depot for this army, and have sent there our
disabled men, horses, batteries, and surplus wagon-trains, in order that
they may be recruited and refreshed, I particularly want a good commander for that post, one of energy and experience, who will bring
Everything into order, give confidence to the community, and take advantage of the resources of the country. It has occurred to me that
one of our gallant wounded generals, too enfeebled to take the field,
might do valuable service in that position, and I would recommend that
General Edward Johnson, if capable of performing the duty, be assigned
to the post.
His services have earned him promotion, which I earnestly
:

recommend, and hope that circumstances may authorize it.
I inclose you a report* of General Julius White’s command, lately in'
Winchester, whose troops retired in the direction of Harper’s Ferry and
Martinsburg, and, as I learn from rumor, have retreated to Pennsylvania.
I wish shops opened at Winchester for the repair of our batteries,
Not found.
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trains, &c., and request that the Ordnance and Quartermaster's Departments may give the necessarj^ directions for the x^urpose.
I beg that you will endeavor now to gather in our conscripts to fill
the reduced ranks of the Virginia regiments. Those in the Valley
should be particularly attended to.
I am, with great respect, your obedient servant,

E. E.

LEE,
General.

Hon.

George W. Eandolph,

Secretary of lF«r, Eichmo7id, Va.

Headquarters,
Sharpshurg, Md.^ Septeinher IG, 1862.
Mr. President My letter to you of the 13th instant informed you
of the positions of the different divisions of this army. Learning that
night that Harper’s Ferry had not surrendered, and that the enemy was
advancing more rapidly than was convenient from Eredericktown, I
determined to return with Longstreet’s command to the Blue Eidge, to
strengthen D. H. Hill’s and iStuart’s divisions, engaged in holding the
liasses of the mountains, lest the enemy should fall uxion McLaws’ rear,
drive him from the Maryland Heights, and thus relieve the garrison at
Harper’s Ferry. On ai)X)roaching Boonsborough, I received information
from General D. H. Hill that the enemy in strong force was at the main
])ass on the Frederick and Hagerstown road, x>ressing him so heavily
as to require immediate re-enforcements. Longstreet advanced rapidly
to his support, and immediately xfiaced his troops in position. By this
time Hill’s right had been forced back, the gallant Garland having fallen
in rallying his brigade. Under General Longstreet’s directions, our right
was soon restored, and firmly resisted the attacks of the enemy to the last.
His suxierior numbers enabled him to extend beyond both of our flanks,
and his right was able to reach the summit of the mountain to our left,
and press us heavily in that direction. The battle raged until after
night 5 the enemy’s efforts to force a passage were resisted, but we had
been unable to repulse him.
Learning later in the evening that Cramxiton’s Gap (on the direct road
from Eredericktown to Sharpsburg) had been forced, and McLaws’ rear
thus threatened, and believing from a report from General Jackson that
Harper’s Ferry would fall next morning,! determined to withdraw Longstreet and D. H. Hill from their positions and retire to the vicinity of
Sharpsburg, where the army could be more easily united. Before abandoning the position, indications led me to believe that the enemy was
withdrawing, but learning from a xirisoner that Sumner’s corps (which
had not been engaged) was being put in position to relieve their wearied
troops, while the most of ours were exhausted by a fatiguing march and
a hard conflict, and I feared would be unable to renew the fight successfully in the morning, confirmed me in my determination. Accordingly, the troops were withdrawn, preceded by the trains, without mo^
lestation by the enemy, and about daybreak took position in front of
this place. The enemy did not pass through the gap until about 8 o’clock
of the morning after the battle, and their advance reached a position in
front of us about 2 p. m. Before their arrival, I received intelligence
from General Jackson that Harper’s Ferry had surrendered early in the
:

morning.

I inclose his rep^ort.*

Not found.
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From a more detailed statement furnished by General Jackson’s adjutant-general, it appears that 49 pieces of artillery, 24 mountain howitzers, and 17 revolving guns, 11,000 men fit for duty (consisting of
twelve regiments of infantry, three comiianies of cavalry, and six companies of artillery), together with 11,000 small-arms, were the fruits of
this victory.

Part of General Jackson’s corps has reached us and the rest are approaching, except General A. P. Hill’s division, left at Harxjer’s Ferry
to guard the place and take care of public proi)erty. The enemy have
made no attack up to this afternoon, but are in force in our front.
This victory of the indomitable Jackson and his troops gives us renewed occasion for gratitude to Almighty God for His guidance and protection.

I

am, with high respect, your obedient servant,
11.

E.

LEE,
General.

His Excellency President Dayis.

Headquarters,
SJiarpshurg^ Md., September 18, 1862

—

6.30 a. m.
Mr. President On the afternoon of the 16th instant the enemy,
who, you were informed on that day, was in our front, opened a light
Early next morning it was renewed in
fire of artillery upon our line.
earnest, and large masses of the Federal troops that had crossed the
Antietam above our iiosition assembled on our left and threatened to
:

us.
They advanced in three compact lines. The divisions
of Generals McLaws, E. H. Anderson, A. P. Hill, and Walker had not
arrived the previous night, as I had hoped, and were still beyond the
Potomac. Generals Jackson’s and Ewell’s divisions were thrown to the
left of Generals D. H. Hill and Longstreet.
The enemy advanced between the Antietam and the Sharpsburg and Hagerstown turnpike, and
was met by General Hill’s and the left of General Longstreet’s division,
where the contest raged fiercely, extending to our entire left. The
enemy was driven back and held in check, but before the divisions of
McLaws, Anderson, and Walker who, upon their arrival on the morning of the 17th, were advanced to support the left wing and center
could be brought into action, that portion of our lines was forced back
by superior numbers. The line, after a severe conflict, was restored and
the enemy driven back, and our position maintained during the rest of
the day.

overwhelm

—

In the afternoon the enemy advanced on our right, where General
Jones’ division was posted, who handsomely maintained his position.
General Toombs’ brigade, guarding the bridge over Antietam Creek,
gallantly resisted the approach of the enemy ; but his superior numbers enabling him to extend his left, he crossed below the bridge, and
assumed a threatening attitude on our right, which fell back in confusion.
By this time, between 3 and 4 p. m.. General A. P. Hill, with five
of his brigades, reached the scene of action, drove the enemy immediately from the iiosition they had taken, and continued the contest until
dark, restoring our right and maintaining our ground.

*****

*

E. E.

*

LEE,

General^ Commanding.

His Excellency President Davis,
Riclimondj Ya.
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Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
September 20, I865.
Sir: Since my last letter to you of tlie IStli, finding the enemy indisposed to make an attack on that day, and our position being a bad
one to hold with the river in rear, I determined to cross the army to the
Virginia side. This was done at night successfully, nothing being left
behind, unless it may have been some disabled guns or broken-down
wagons, and the morning of the 19th found us satisfactorily over on the
south bank of the Potomac, near Shepherdstown, when the army was
immediately put in motion toward Williamsport. Before crossing the
river, in order to threaten the enemy on his right and rear and make him
apprehensive for his communications, I sent the cavalry forward to
Williamsport, which they successfully occupied. At night the infantry
sharpshooters, left, in conjunction with General Pendleton’s artillery, to
hold the ford below Shepherdstown, gave back, and the enemy’s cavalrytook possession of that town, and, from General Pendleton’s report after
midnight, I fear much of his reserve artillery has been captured. I am
now obliged to return to Shepherdstown, with the intention of driving
the enemy back if not in position with his whole army; but, if in full
force, I think an attack would bo inadvisable, and I shall make other
dispositions.
I am, with high respect,

your obedient servant,

LEE,

E. E.

General.

His Excellency Jefferson Davis,
Richmond, Va.

Headquarters Army of Northern Virginia,
Camp 071 the Opequoii, near Smohetoicn, September 21, 1862.
Mr. President: As stated to you yesterday, the march of the army
toward Williamsport was arrested. General Jackson’s corps was turned
back toward Shepherdstown, to rectify occurrences in that quarter. Only
one or two brigades of the enemy’s infantry with cavalry had crossed
the rrver, none of whom had entered Shepherdstown. They displayed
a large force of artillery on the opposite bank. General A. P. Hill’s
division pushed forward, and soon drove them across the river, Avhen
Only four pieces of artillery fell into the
this army resumed its march.
hands of the enemy, which they had carried across the river before they
were attacked by A. P. Hill.
I regret also to report that on the night of the 14th instant, when I determined to withdraw from the gap in front of Boonsborough to Sharpsburg, a portion of General Longstreet’s wagon-train was lost. When his
division was ordered back from Hagerstown to the support of D. H. Hill,
his train was directed to proceed toward Williamsport, with a view to its
Unfortunately, that
safety, and, if necessary, to its crossing the river.
night the enemy’s cavalry at Harper’s Ferry evaded our forces, crossed
the Potomac into Maryland, passed up through Sharpsburg, where they
encountered our pickets, and intercepted on their line of retreat to Pennsylvania General Longstreet’s train on the Hagerstown road The guard
was in the extreme rear of the train, that being the only direction from
which an attack was apprehended. The enemy captured and destroyed
45 wagons, loaded chiefly with ammunition and subsistence.
.
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Tlie army is resting to-day on the Opeqiion, below Martinsburg. Its
present efficiency is greatly paralyzed by the loss to its ranks of the
numerous stragglers. I have taken every means in my power from the
beginning to correct this evil, which has increased instead of diminished.
great many men belonging to the army never entered Maryland at
all; many returned after getting there, while others who crossed the
river kept aloof. The stream has not lessened since crossing the Potomac, though the cavalry has been constantly employed in endeavoring
As illustrative of the fact, I inclose a report* just received
to arrest it.
from General J. E. Jones, who was sent to Winchester to arrest stragIt occasions me
glers at that point while the army was at Sharpsburg.
the greatest concern in the future operations of the army, for it is still
my desire to threaten a passage into Maryland, to occupy the enemy on
this frontier, and, if my purpose cannot be accomplished, to draw them
Some immeinto the Valley, where I can attack them to advantage.
diate legislation, in my opinion, is required, and the most summary punishment should be authorized. It ought to be construed into desertion
in face of the enemy, and thus brought under the Eules and Articles
of War. To give you an idea of its extent in some brigades, I will mention that, on the morning after the battle of the 17th, General Evans reported to me on the field, where he was holding the front position, that
he had but 120 of his brigade present, and that the next brigade to his,
that of General Garnett, consisted of but 100 men. General Pendleton
reported that the brigades of Generals Lawton and Armistead, left to
guard the ford at Shepherdstown, together contained but 600 men. This
is a woeful condition of affairs, and I am pained to state it, but you
ought not to be ignorant of the fact, in order, if possible, that you may
apply the x>roi)er remedy. It is true that the army has had hard work
to perform, long and laborious marches, and large odds to encounter in
every conflict, but not greater than were endured by our revolutionary

A

fathers, or than what any army must encounter to be victorious.
There
are brilliant examples of endurance and valor on the part of those who
have had to bear the brunt in the battle and the labor in the field in
consequence of this desertion of their comrades. I hoi)e by a few days’
rest, if it is possible to give i^and the regular issue of rations, to restore the efficiency of the army for the work before it.
The enemy I
know has sufiered on his side, especially his infantry, as they have been
driven in all eiicounters. His artillery is numerous and x)owerful, and
his re-enforcements arrive daily.
I shall endeavor at least to detain
him on this frontier and to give him sufficient employment. If re-enforcements, clothing, and shoes could be forwarded to the army, it would
be of the greatest benefit.
I have not heard of General Loring for some time, nor do I know
whether he is employed in the Valley of the Kanawha or where. From
such information as I get, 1 believe the enemy has pretty much with-

drawn from Western
I

Virginia.

am, with the highest respect, your obedient servant,
E. E.
General^

His Excellency President Davis,
Richmond^ Va.
Not found.
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Atigust 19, 18G3.

have the honor to forward a report of the capture of
Harper^s Ferry and the operations of the army in Maryland (1862).
The official reports of Lieutenant-General Jackson and the officers of
his corps liave only been recently receiv^ed, which prevented its earlier
transmittal. This finishes the reports of the operations of the campaign
of 1862. They were designed to form a continuous narrative, though,
for reasons given, were written at intervals.
May I ask you to cause
the several reports to be united, and to append the tabular statements
accompanying each 1 Should this be inconvenient, if you could return
the reports to me, I would have them properly arranged.
With great resxiect, your obedient servant,
:

I

K. E.

LEE,
General.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General^ Eichmond, Va.

CAPTURE OF harper’s FERRY AND OPERATIONS

IN

MARYLAND.

The enemy having retired to the protection of the fortifications around
Washington and Alexandria, the army marched on September 3 toward
Leesburg. The armies of Generals McClellan and Pope had now been
brought back to the i^oint from which they set out on the campaigns of
the spring and summer. The objects of those campaigns had been frustrated and the designs of the enemy on the coast of l^orth Carolina and
in Western Virginia thwarted by the withdrawal of the main body of
his forces from those regions. IS'ortheasteru Virginia was freed from
the presence of Federal soldiers uj) to the intrenchments of Washington,
and soon after the arrival of the army at Leesburg information was received that the troops wffiich had occupied W^inchester had retired to
Harper’s Ferry and Martinsburg. The war was thus transferred from
the interior to the frontier, and the supplies of rich and productive districts made accessible to our army.
To prolong a state of affairs in
every way desirable, and not to permit the season for active operations
to pass without endeavoring to inflict further injury upon the enemy,
the best course appeared to be the transfer of the army into Maryland.
Although not properly equipped for invasion, lacking much of the material of w^ar^ and feeble in transportation, the troops poorly provided
with clothing, and thousands of them destitute of shoes, it was yet believed to be strong enough to detain the enemy upon the northern frontier until the approach of winter should render his advance into Virginia difficult, if not impracticable. The condition of Maryland encouraged the belief that the presence of our army, however inferior to that
of the enemy, would induce the Washington Government to retain all
its available force to provide against contingencies, which its course
toward the people of that State gave it reason to apprehend. At the
same time it was hoped that military success might afford us an opx)ortunity to aid the citizens of Maryland in any efforts they might be disThe difficulties that surrounded
l)osed to make to recover their liberties.
them were fully appreciated, and we expected to derive more assistance
in the attainment of our object from the just fears of the Washington.
Government than from any active demonstration on the part of the people, unless success should enable us to give them assurance of continued
protection.

Influenced by these considerations, the

army was put in motion, H. H.
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HilPs division, wliicli had joined us on the 2d, being in advance, and
between September 4 and 7 crossed the Potomac at the fords near Leesburg, and encamped in the vicinity of Fredericktown.
It was decided to cross the Potomac east of the Blue Eidge, in order,
by threatening Washington and Baltimore, to cause the enemy to withdraw from the south bank, where his presence endangered our communications and the safety of those engaged in the removal of our wounded
and the captured property from the late battle fields. Having accomplished this result, it was proposed to move the army into Western Maryland, establish our communications with Eichmond through the Valley
of the Shenandoah, and, by threatening Pennsylvania, induce the enemy
to follow, and thus draw him from his base of supplies.
It had been supposed that the advance upon Fredericktown would
lead to the evacuation of Marti nsburg and HarpePs Ferry, thus oj)ening the line of communication through the Valley. This not having occurred, it became necessary to dislodge the enemy from those positions
before concentrating the army west of the mountains. To accomplish
this with the least delay, General Jackson was directed to proceed with
his command to Martinsburg, and, after driving the enemy from that
place, to move down the south side of the Potomac upon HarpePs Ferry.
General McLaws, with his own and E. H. Anderson’s division, was
ordered to seize Maryland Heights, on the north side of the Potomac,
opposite Harper’s Ferry, and Brigadier-General Walker to take possession of Loudoun Heights, on the east side of the Shenandoah, where it
unites with the Potomac. These several commands were directed, after
reducing Harper’s Ferry and clearing the Valley of the enemy, to join
the rest of the army at Boonsborough or Hagerstown.
The march of these troops began on the 10th, and at the same time
the remainder of Longstreet’s command and the division of L>. H. Hill
crossed the South Mountain and moved toward Boonsborough. General Stuart, with the cavalry, remained east of the mountains, to observe
the enemy and retard his advance.
A report having been received that a Federal force was approaching
Hagerstown from the direction of Ohambersburg, Longstreet continued
his march to the former ifiace, in order to secure the road leading thence
to Williamsport, and also to prevent the removal of stores which w^ere said
to be in Hagerstown.
He arrived at that place on the 11th, General Hill
halting near Boonsborough to prevent the enemy at Harper’s Ferry from
escaping through Pleasant Valley, and at the same time to support the
cavalry. The advance of the Federal Army was so slow at the time we
left Fredericktown as to justify the belief that the reduction of Harper’s
Ferry would be accomplished and our troops concentrated before they
would be called upon to meet it. In that event, it had not been intended
to oppose its passage through the South Mountains, as it was desired to
engage it as far as possible from its base.
General Jackson marched very rapidly, and, crossing the Potomac near
Williamsport on the 11th, sent A. P. Hill’s division directly to Martinsburg, and disposed the rest of his command to cut off the retreat of tlie
enemy westward. On his aj^proach, the Federal troops evacuated Martinsburg, retiring to Harper’s Ferry on the night of the 11th, and Jackson entered the former x)lace on the 12tb, cai)turing some prisoners and
abandoned stores.
In the forenoon of the following day his leading division, under General A. P. Hill, came in sight of the enemy strongly intrenched on Bolivar Heights, in rear of Harper’s Ferry. Before beginning the attack.
General Jackson proceeded to put himself in communication with the
10
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under Generals McLaws and Walker, from the former of whom he was separated by the Potomac and from the latter by
the Shenandoah. General Walker took possession of Loudoun Heights
on the 13th, and the next day was in readiness to open upon Harper’s
Ferry. General McLaws encountered more opposition. He entered
co-operating’ forces

Pleasant Yalley on the 11 th. On the 12th he directed General .Kershaw, with his own and Barksdale’s brigade, to ascend the ridge, whose
southern extremity is known as Maryland Heights, and attack the enemy,
who occupied that position with infantry and artillery, protected by intrenchments. He disposed the rest of his command to hold the roads
leading from Harper’s Ferry eastward through Weverton and northward
from Sandy Hook, guarding the pass in his rear, through which he had
entered Pleasant Yalley, with the brigades of Semmes and Mahone.
Owing to the rugged nature of the ground on which Kershaw had to
operate and the want of roads, he was compelled to use infantry alone.
Driving in the advance parties of the enemy on the summit of the ridge
on the 12th, he assailed the works the next day. After a spirited contest they were carried, the troops engaged in their defense spiking their
heavy guns and retreating to Harper’s Ferry. By 4.30 p. m. Kershaw
was in possession of Maryland Heights.
On the 14th a road for artillery was cut along the ridge, and at 2
p. m. four guns opened upon the enemy on the opposite side of the river,
and the investment of Harper’s Ferry was complete.
In the mean time events transpired in another quarter which threatened to interfere with the reduction of the place.
copy of the order
directing the movement of the army from Fredericktown had fallen into
the hands of General McClellan, and disclosed to him the disposition of
our forces. He immediately began to push forward rapidly, and on the
afternoon of the 13th was reported approaching the pass in South MountThe cavalry under
ain, on the Boonsborough and Fredericktown road.
General Stuart fell back before him, materially impeding his i)rogress
by its gallant resistance, and gaining time for preparations to oppose his
advance. By penetrating the mountain at this point, he would reach
the rear of McLaws and be enabled to relieve the garrison at Harper’s
Ferry. To prevent this. General D. H. Hill was directed to guard the
Boonsborough Gap and Longstreet ordered to march from Hagerstown

A

to his support.

On the 13th General Hill sent back the brigades of Garland and Colquitt to hold the pass, but subsequently ascertaining that the enemy
was near in heavy force, he ordered up the rest of his division.
Early on the 14th a large body of the enemy attempted to force its
way to the rear of the position held by Hill by a road south of the
Boonsborough and Fredericktown turnpike. The attack was repulsed
by Garland’s brigade, after a severe conflict, in which that brave and
accomplished young officer was killed. The remainder of the division
arriving shortly afterward, Colquitt’s brigade was disposed across the
turnpike road 5 that of G. B. Anderson, supported by Eipley, was placed
on the right, and Bodes’ occupied an important position on the left.
Garland’s brigade, which had suffered heavily in the first attack, was
withdrawn, and the defense of the road occupied by it intrusted to
Colonel Bosser, of the Fifth Yirginia Cavalry, who reported to General
Hill with his regiment and some artillery. The small command of General Hill repelled the repeated assaults of the Federal Army and held
Several attacks on the center were gallantly
it in check for five hours.
repulsed by Colquitt’s brigade, and Bodes maintained his position
against heavy odds with the utmost tenacity. Longstreet, leaving one
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brigade at Hagerstown, bad hurried to the assistance of Hill, and
reached the scene of action between 3 and 4 p. m. His troops, much
exhausted by a long, rapid inarch and the heat of the day, were disposed
on both sides of the turnpike. General H. E. Jones, with three of his
brigades those of Pickett (under General Garnett), Kemper, and Jenkins (under Colonel Walker) together with Evans^ brigade, was posted
along the mountain on the left General Hood, with his own and Whiting’s brigade (under Colonel Law), Drayton’s, and D. E. Jones’ (under
Batteries had been placed by
Col. G. T. Anderson), on the right.
General Hill in such positions as could be found, but the ground was
unfavorable for the use of artillery. The battle continued with great
animation until night. On the south of the turnpike the enemy was
driven back some distance, and his attack on the center repulsed with
His great superiority of numbers enabled him to extend beyond
loss.
both of our flanks. By this means he succeeded in reaching the summit of the mountain beyond our left, and, pressing upon us heavily from
that direction, gradually forced our troops back after an obstinate reDarkness put an end to the contest.
sistance.
The effort to force the passage of the mountains had failed, but it was
manifest that without re-enforcements we could not hazard a renewal
of the engagement, as the enemy could easily turn either flank. Information was also received that another large body of Federal troops
had during the afternoon forced their way through Crampton’s Gap,
only 5 miles in rear of McLaws. Under these circumstances, it was determined to retire to Sharpsburg, where we would be upon the flank
and rear of the enemy should he move against McLaws, and where we
could more readily unite with the rest of the army. This movement
was efliciently and skillfully covered by the cavalry brigade of General
Fitzhugh Lee, and was accomplished without interruption by the enemy, who did not appear on the west side of the pass at Boonsborough
until about 8 a. m. on the following morning. The resistance that had
been ofiered to the enemy at Boonsborough secured sufficient time to
enable General Jackson to complete the reduction of Harper’s Ferry.
On the afternoon of the 14th, when he found that the troops of Walker
and McLaws were in position to co-operate in the attack, he ordered
General A. P. Hill to turn the enemy’s left flank and enter Harper’s
Ferry. Ewell’s division (under General Lawton) was ordered to support Hill, while Winder’s brigade, of Jackson’s division (under Colonel
Grigsby), with a battery of artillery, made a demonstration on the enemy’s right near the Potomac. The rest of the division was held in
reserve. The cavalry under Major Massie was placed on the extreme
left, to prevent the escape of the enemy.
Colonel Grigsby succeeded in
getting j)ossession of an eminence on the left, upon which two batteries
were advantageously posted. General A. P. Hill, observing a hill on
the enemy’s extreme left occupied by infantry without artillery, and protected only by an abatis of felled timber, directed General Pender, with
his own brigade and those of [General] Archer and Colonel Brockenbrongh, to seize the crest, which was done with slight resistance. At
the same time he ordered Generals Branch and Gregg to march along
the Shenandoah, and, taking advantage of the ravines intersecting its
steep banks, to establish themselves on the plain to the left and rear of
the enemy’s works. This was accomi)lished during the night. Lieutenant-Colonel Walker, chief of artillery of A. P. Hill’s division, placed
several batteries on the eminence taken by General Pender, and, under
the directions of Colonel Crutchfield, General Jackson’s chief of artillery, ten guns belonging to Ewell’s division were posted on the east

—

—

j

-

148

OPEEATIONS IN

N. VA.,

W.

VA., MD.,

AND

PA.

[CiiAr.

XXXI.

side of tlie Slienandoali, so as to enfilade tlie enemy’s intrencbments
on Bolivar Heights, and take his nearest and most formidable works in
reverse. General McLaws in the mean time made his preparations to
l)revent the force which had penetrated at Crampton’s Gap from coming
to the relief of the garrison. This pass had been defended by the brigade of General Cobb, supported by those of Senimesand Mahone; but
unable to oppose successfully the superior numbers brought against
them, they had been compelled to retire with loss. The enemy halted
at the gap, and during the night General McLaws formed his- command
in line of battle across Pleasant Yalley, about
miles below Cramp
ton’s [Gap], leaving one regiment to support the artillery on Maryland
Heights, and two brigades on each of the roads from Harper’s Ferry.
The attack on the garrison began at dawn. A rapid and vigorous
fire was opened from the batteries of General Jackson and those on
Maryland and Loudoun Heights. In about two hours the garrison,
consisting of more than 11,000 men, surrendered. Seventy-three pieces
of artillery, about 13,000 smalkarms, and a large quantity of military
Leaving General A. P. Hill to receive the
stores, fell into our hands.
surrender of the Federal troops and secure the captured property. General Jackson, with his two other divisions, set out at once for Sharpsburg, ordering Generals McLaws and Walker to follow without delay.
Official information of the fall of Harper’s Ferry and the approach of
General Jackson was received soon after the commands of Longstreet
and D. H. Hill reached Sharpsburg, on the morning of the 15th, and
reanimated the courage of the troops. General Jackson arrived early
on the 16th and General Walker came up in the afternoon. The presence of the enemy at Crampton’s Gap embarrassed the movements of
General McLaws. He retained the position taken during the night of
the 14th to oppose an advance toward Harper’s Ferry until the capitulation of that place, when, finding the enemy indisposed to attack, he
gradually withdrew his command toward the Potomac. Deeming the
roads to Sharpsburg on the north side of the river impracticable, he
resolved to cross at Harper’s Ferry and march by way of Shepherdstown. Owing to the condition of his troops and other circumstances,
his progress was slow, and he did not reach the battle-field at Sharpsburg until some time after the engagement of the 17th began. The
commands of Longstreet and D. H. Hill, on their arrival at Sharpsburg,
were placed in position along the range of hills between the town and
the Antietam, nearly parallel to the course of that stream, Longstreet
on the right of the road to Boonsborough and Hill on the left. The
advance of the enemy was delayed by the brave opposition he encountered from Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry, and he did not appear on the oppoDuring the afternoon the
site side of the Antietam until about 2 p. m.
batteries on each side were slightly engaged.
On the IGth the artillery fire became warmer, and continued throughout the day. The enemy crossed the Antietam beyond the reach of
our batteries and menaced our left. In anticipation of this movement.
Hood’s two brigades had been transferred from the right and posted
between D. H. Hill and the Hagerstown road. General Jackson was
now directed to take position on Hood’s left, and formed his line with
his right resting upon the Hagerstown road and his left extending toward the Potomac, protected by General Stuart with the cavalry and
horse artillery. General Walker, with his two brigades, was stationed
on Longstreet’s right. As evening approached, the enemy opened more
v igorously with his artillery, and bore down heavily with his infantry
upon Hood, but the attack was gallantly repulsed. At 10 p. m. Hood’s
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Lawton and Trimble, of Ewell’s
commanded by General Lawton. Jackson’s own division, under
General J. R. Jones, was on Lawtoii’s left, supported by the remaining
troops were relieved by the brigades of
division,

brigades of Ewell.

At early dawn on the 17th the enemy’s artillery opened vigorously
from both sides of the An tietam, the heaviest fire being directed against
our left. Under cover of this fire a large force of infantry attacked General Jackson.
They were met by his troops with the utmost resolution, and for several honrs the conflict raged with great fury and alternate success. General J. 11 Jones was compelled to leave the field, and
the command of Jackson’s division devolved on General Starke. The
troops advanced with gr eat spirit, and the enemy’s lines were rei^eatedly
broken and forced to ret ire. Fresh troops, however, soon replaced those
that were beaten, and Jal^ckson’s men were in turn compelled to fall back.
The brave General StailLe was killed, General LawTon was wounded,
and nearly all the field officers, with a large proportion of the men, killed
or disabled. Our troopsi. slowly yielded to overwhelming numbers and
Hood refell back, obstinately disputing the progress of the enemy.
turned to the field, anG relieved the brigades of Trimble, Lawton, and
Hays, which had srifiered severely. General Early, who succeeded
General Lawton in. the command of Ewell’s division, was ordered by
General Jackson t'O move with his brigade to take the place of Jackson’s
division, most ofi which was withdrawn, its ammunition being nearly
exhausted and i ts numbers much reduced. A small part of the division,
under Colonels Grigsby and Stafford, united with Early’s brigade, as
did portions o 'f the brigades of Trimble, Lawton, and Hays. The battle
now raged w ith great violence, the small commands under Hood and
Early holdi ng their ground against many times their own numbers of
the enemy and under a tremendous fire of artillery. Hood was re-enforced by the brigades of Ripley, Colquitt, and Garland (under Colonel
McRae), /of D. H. Hill’s division, and afterward by I). R. Jones’ brigade,
under C/bl. G. T. Anderson. The enemy’s lines were broken and forced
back, b at fresh numbers advanced to their support, and they began
to gaim ground.
The desperate resistance they encountered, however,
delayfjd their i)rogress until the troops of General McLaws arrived
and tFose of General Walker could be brought from the right. Hood’s
brigjide, greatly diminished in numbers, withdrew to replenish their
amn mnition, their supply being entirely exhausted. They were relieved
by ''Walker’s command, who immediately attacked the enemy vigorously,
dri’ ring him back with great slaughter.
Colonel Manning, commanding
W.‘ ilker’s brigade, pursued until he was stopped by a strong fence,
bel lind which was posted a large force of infantry with several batteries.
Th e gallant colonel was severely wounded, and his brigade retired to
tin 3 line on which the rest of Walker’s command had halted.
Upon the arrival of the re-enforcements under General McLaws, Generi il Early attacked with great resolution the large force opposed to
him. McLaws advanced at the same time, and the enemy were driven
ba ck in confusion, closely followed by our troops beyond the position
ocmipied at the beginning of the engagement. The enemy renewed the
asf. <ault on our left several times, but was repulsed with loss.
He finally
cea sed to advance his infantry, and for several hours kept up a furious
fire from his numerous batteries, under which our troops held their
pos ition with great coolness and courage. The attack on our left was
spe»3dily followed by one in heavy force on the center.
This was met
by 1 »art of Wall^er’s division and Ihe brigades of G. B. Anderson and
Rodtis, of 1). H. Hill’s command, assisted by a tew i^ieces of artillery.
.
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The enemy was

repulsed, and retired
id the crest of a hill, from
which they kept up a desultory fire. G*
d E. H. Anderson’s division came to HilPs support and formed in
of his line. At this time,
by a mistake of orders, General Eodes^
ade was withdrawn from
its position during the temporary absence
lat officer at another part
of the field. The enemy immediately pr*
I through the gap thus
created, and G. B. Anderson^s brigade was
ken and retired. General
Anderson himself being mortally wounded
aj. Gen. E. H. Anderson
and Brigadier-General Wright were also y
ded and borne from the
•

field.

The heavy masses of the enemy again mo
forward, being opposed
only by four pieces of artillery, supported
few hundred men belonging to difiefent brigades, rallied by Ge.
1 D. H. Hill and other
officers, and parts of Walker’s and E. H. Anc
>n’s commands. Colonel
Cooke, with the Twenty-seventh N'orth Caro
Eegiment, of Walker’s
brigade, standing boldly in line without a e
The firm front
idge.
presented by this small fore
e well-dL
d fire of the artillery,
^ '>ton Arti.
under Captain Miller, of the
and Captain Boyce’s
South Carolina battery, chtthe enemy, and in
e progres
about an hour anel a half he
Another
t
ck was made soon
afterward a little farther to
t, but was
.
ulsed by Miller’s
guns, which continued to hoki
nd until tL_
se of the engagement, supported by a part of E
x^nderson’s tro
While the attack on the center and left was in p.
\ss, the enemy
^ ver the Anmade repeated efforts to force the passage of the bi
tietam, opposite the right wing of General Longstreev
manded by
Brig. Gen. D. E. Jones. This bridge was defended by C
al Toombs
with two regiments of his brigade (the Second and Twer
\ Georgia)
and the batteries of General Jones. General Toombs’ sl
'command
repulsed five different assaults made by greatly superior for
:.nd maintained its position with distinguished gallantry.
In the afternoon the enemy began to extend his line as if
'oss the
Antietam below the bridge, and at 4 p. m. Toombs’ regime
^^etired
iUately
from the position they had so bravely held. The enemy in
crossed the bridge in large numbers and advanced agains
tueral
xaned
Jones, who held the crest with less than 2,000 men. After a de
and brave resistance, he was forced to give way, and the enem^
ned
the summit.
General A. P. Hill had arrived from Harper’s Ferry, having le/ P at
id
place at 7.30 a. m. He was now ordered to re-enforce General Jom
id
moved to his support with the brigades of Archer, Branch, Greg.
Pender, the last of whom was placed on the right of the line, a
be
other three advanced and attacked the enemy, now flushed with s
ss.
Hill’s batteries were thrown forward and united their fire with t
of
od
General Jones, and one of General H. H. Hill’s also opened wiC
effect from the left of the Boonsborough road.
ny
The progress of the
was immediately arrested and his lines began to waver. At this r
3nt
General Jones ordered Toombs to charge the flank, while Arch*
apported by Branch and Gregg, moved upon the front of the Fede
ne.
ifuThe enemy made a brief resistance, then broke and retreated ii
les,
sion toward the Antietam, pursued by the troops of Hill and
until he reached the protection of his batteries on the opposite
e of
J’B.
the river. In this attack the brave and lamented Brig. Gen
Branch was killed, gallantly leading his brigade.
batIt was now nearly dark, and the enemy had massed a numbe
de of
teries to sweei) the approaches to the Antietam, on the opposi
-
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wbicli the corps of General Porter, which had not been engaged, now
appeared to dispute our advance. Our troops were much exhausted
and greatly reduced in numbers by fatigue and the casualties of battle.
Under these circumstances it was deemed injudicious to push our advantage further in the face of fresh trooi)s of the enemy, much exceeding the number of our own. They were accordingly recalled and formed
on the line originally held by General Jones. While the attack on our
center was progressing. General Jackson had been directed to endeavor
to turn the enemy’s right, but found it extending nearly to the Potomac,
and so strongly defended with artillery that the attempt had to be abandoned. The repulse on the right ended the engagement, and, after a
protracted and sanguinary conflict, every effort of the enemy to dislodge
us from our i')osition had been defeated with severe loss.
The arduous service in which our troops had been engaged, their
great privations of rest and food, and the long marches without shoes
over mountain roads, had greatly reduced our ranks before the action
began. These causes had compelled thousands of brave men to absent
themselves, and many more had done so from unworthy motives. This
great battle was fought by less than 40,000 men on our side, all of whom
had undergone the greatest labors and hardships in the field and on the
march. Nothing could surpass the determined valor with which they
met the large army of the enemy, fully supplied and equipped, and the
Our
result reflects the highest credit on the officers and men engaged.
artillery, though much inferior to that of the enemy in the number ot
guns and weight of metal, rendered most eflicieut and gallant service
throughout the day, and contributed greatly to the repulse of the attacks
on every part of the line. General Stuart, with the cavalry and horse
artillery, performed the duty intrusted to him of guarding our left wing
with great energy and courage, and rendered valuable assistance in defeating the attack on that part of our line.
On the 18th we occupied the position of the preceding day, except
in the center, where our line was drawn in about 200 yards.
Our ranks
were increased by the arrival of a number of trooi)s, who had not been
engaged the day before, and, though still too weak to assume the offensive, we awaited without apprehension the renewal of the attack.
The
day passed without any demonstration on the part of the enemy, who,
from the reports received, was expecting the arrival of re-enforcements.
As V7e could not look for a material increase in strength, and the enemy’s
force could be largely and rapidly augmented, it was not thought prudent to wait until he should be ready again to offer battle. During the
night of the 18th the army was accordingly withdrawn to the south side of
the Potomac, crossing near Shepherdstown, without loss or molestation.
The enemy advanced the next morning, but was held in check by
General Pitzhugh Lee with his cavalry, who covered our movement
with boldness and success. General Stuart, with the main body, crossed
the Potomac above Shepherdstown and moved up the river. The next
day he recrossed at Williamsport, and took position to operate upon the
right and rear of the enemy should he attempt to follow us. After the
army had safely reached the Virginia shore with such of the wounded
as could be removed and all its trains. General Porter’s corps, with a
number of batteries and some cavalry, appeared on the opposite side.
General Pendleton was left to guard the lord with the reserve artillery
and about GOO infantry. That night the enemy crossed the river above
General Pendleton’s i)osition, and his infantry support giving way, four
of his guns were taken. A considerable force took position on the right
bank, under cover of their artillery on the commanding hills on the oppo-
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The next morning General A. P. Hill was ordered to return
with his division and dislodge them. Advancing under a heavy fire
of artillery, the three brigades of Gregg, Pender, 'and Archer attacked
the enemy vigorously, and drove him over the river with heavy loss.
The condition of our troops now demanded repose, and the army
marched to the Opequon, near Martinsburg, where it remained several
days, and then moved to the vicinity of Bunker Hill and Winchester.
The enemy seemed to be concentrating in and near Harper’s Ferry, but
made no forward movement. During this time the Baltimore and Ohio
Kailroad was destroyed for several miles, and that from Winchester to
Harper’s Ferry broken up to within a short distance of the latter place,
in order to render the occupation of the Yalley by the enemy after our
withdrawal more difficult.
On October 8 General Stuart was ordered to cross the Potomac
above Williamsport with 1,200 or 1,500 cavalry, and endeavor to ascertain the position and designs of the enemy. He was directed, if practicable, to enter Pennsylvania, and do all in his power to impede and
embarrass the military operations of the enemy. This order was executed with skill, address, and courage. General Stuart passed through
Maryland, occupied Ohambersburg, and destroyed a large amount of
public property, making the entire circuit of General McClellan’s army.
He recrossed tlie Potomac below Harper’s Ferry without loss.
The enemy soon after crossed the Potomac east of the Blue Eidge,
and advanced southward, seizing the passes of the mountains as he progressed. General Jackson’s corps was ordered to take position on the
road between Berry ville and Charlestown, to be prepared to oppose an
advance from Harper’s Ferry or a movement into the Shenandoah
Yalley from the east side of the mountains, while at the same time he
would threaten the flank of the enemy should he continue his march
along the eastern base of the Blue Eidge. One division of Longstreet’s
corps was sent to the vicinity of IJpperville to observe the enemy’s
mov^ements in front.
About the last of October the Federal army began to incline eastwardly from the mountains, moving in the direction of Warrenton. As
soon as this intention developed itself, Longstreet’s corps was moved
across the Blue Eidge, and about November 3 took position at Culpeper Court-House, while Jackson advanced one of his divisions to the
east side of the Blue Eidge. The enemy gradually concentrated about
Warrenton, his cavalry being thrown forward beyond the Eappahannock in the direction of Culpeper Court-House, and occasionally skirmishing with our own, which was closely observing his movements.
This situation of affairs continued without material change until about
the middle of November, when the movements began which resulted
in the winter campaign on the Lower Eappahannock.
The accompanying return of the medical director will show the extent
of our losses in the engagements mentioned. The reports of the different commanding officers must, of necessity, be referred to for the details
of these operations.
I desire to call the attention of the Department to the names of those
brave officers and men who are particularly mentioned for courage and
good conduct by their commanders. The limits of this report will not
permit me to do more than renew the expression of my admiration for
the valor that shrunk from no peril and the fortitude that endured
every privation without a murmur. I must also refer to the report of
General Stuart for the particulars of the services rendered by the cavsite side.

alry besides those to which I liave alluded.
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courage were conspicuous, and to its assistance is due, in a great measure, the success of some of the most important and delicate operations
of the campaign.
Eespectfully submitted.
R. E. LEE,
General.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspeetor General, Eiclmond, Va.

No.

11.

Extracts from Journal of Lieut. Col. E. P. Alexander, Chief of Ordnance,
Army of Northern Virginia, October l-Novemher 15.

Army encamped on

the turnpike between Winchester and Bunker

Hill ; ordnance office, with headquarters in camp, G miles from Winchester. During this period ['?J the arms and accouterments captured
at Harper’s Ferry and collected at Winchester were issued to recruits
and returned sick, and 2,000 serviceable arms from those collected on
the field at Groveton were brought up and distributed.
Requisition made on Richmond for 3,000 arms and 4,000 accouter-

ments.

Captain McPhail ordered to open ammunition depot in Staunton.
Lieutenant Anderson to relieve him with ordnance reserve train. Sixteen wagon-loads issued from this train, and wagons sent to Staunton
and returned loaded.
On the 7th, twenty- three more loads having been issued, the wagons
were loaded with damaged stores, tools, &c., from the Winchester depot
(which is being broken up), and sent to Staunton to unload and return
with more ammunition, except three, which are to go to Strasburg for
75,000 rounds captured ammunition reported there. Application made
by General Stuart, commanding cavalry, to exchange rifles for the Enfield carbines (artillery) in the hands of our infantry.
Agreed to, where
he could give rifles with bayonets, and in sufficient numbers to exchange
the arms of an entire company and not mixed calibers.
Eighteen inefficient batteries broken up, and horses, men, and guns
given where needed to other batteries. Extra guns turned in to Ordnance Department, and arrangements made for transporting them to
Staunton.
Friday, October 10. Position of army unchanged.
Saturday, October 11. Position of army unchanged. Letter from and
to General Pendleton on assignment of Parrott 20-pounders (coming
from Richmond) to Lane’s battery, and arrangements for sending to the
rear light guns now in its possession. Note from General Jackson that
all deficiencies of ordnance wagons in his cordis should be made up.
Requisitions for about twelve wagon-loads ammunition for Stuart’s
cavalry division.
Sunday, October 12. Position of army unchanged.
Monday, October 13. Position of army unchanged.
Tuesday, October 14. Position of army unchanged. Cavalry under
General Stuart returned from a raid into Pennsylvania and entirely
around the army of the enemy, crossing the river at Hancock, going
via Mercersburg, Ghambersburg, Gettysburg, Hyattstown, and Urbana,
and recrossing at White’s Ford 5 thence to Leesburg and Snickersville,

—
—

—
—
—

:
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destroying much property of the enemy and bringing back upward of
600 captured horses.
Wednesday^ October 1 5. Position of army unchanged. Telegram from
Captain McPhail concerning disposition of guns turned in at Staunton.
Eeply: “Keep all serviceable ride and Napoleon guns and send others
to Eichmond. Are any small-arms on road to Winchester?’^ Telegraphed to Colonel Gorgas for 2,000 arms additional to 6,000 already
ordered. Telegraphed to Lieutenant Ward, Staunton “How soon can

—

:

you commence suiDplying arms for issue, and how many i)er day?” Note
to Capt. John Lane, Irwin Artillery, advising retention in his battery
of the 3-inch navy Parrott guns, and offering to have special ammunition prepared for them. Eequisition from Lieutenant Fry, commanding
battery,. for four guns; referred to General Pendleton, to be filled from
inefficient batteries
failing in this, from Staunton.
Eequisition from
Captain Poague for 200 rounds 20-pounder Parrott ammunition telegraphed for to Staunton. Following dispatch received 10 p. m. from
Captain McPhail, Staunton: “The wagons have arrived, and nothing
to load them with. I have repeatedly telegraphed for what is needed
to Eichmond.
Will send special messenger to Colonel Gorgas in the
morning. Will not you also telegraph him?” Telegraphed accordingly to Colonel Gorgas to fill all requisitions, telegraphic or written,
from Captain McPhail.
Thursday, October 16. Position of army unchanged. Eequisition for
4,000 arms for General Longstreet’s corps and 1,000 extra belts for
cartridge-boxes telegraphed to Captain McPhail to prepare the latter.
Seventeen wagons returned from Staunton, bringing small amount of
ammunition and cavalry equipments in default of more ammunition of
proper kinds at Staunton. Application from Lieutenant Archer, ordnance officer. General A. P. Hill’s division, to exchange ammunition unsuitable from exchange of armament of division for Enfield and 3-inch
rifle ammunition; approved and ordered.
Letter from McPhail on condition of depot at Staunton, and asking authority for the erection of
;

;

—

;

sheds ; referred to General Lee, who declined authorizing it. Enemy
advancing apparently in force in the afternoon, driving in our pickets.
Notice from General Lee, at 10 p. m., to be prepared for a fight or a
march on to-morrow morning.
Friday, October 17. Troops under arms in camp, and wagon trains
loaded and harnessed up. Headquarters camp removed half a mile to
a grove. Enemy in position in front of our pickets during the day, but
withdrew near sundown. Telegram received from Gorgas “McPhail’s
requisitions have all been filled.” Telegram from Captain McPhail
“No accouterments on hand.” Another: “Enough received to load
train ; sent to Eichmond for more 2,000 taken away by Jackson’s ordnance officer on Sunday.” General Jackson’s ordnance officer arrived
to-day with twenty wagon-loads of arms and accouterments. Telegraphed to Colonel Gorgas requisition for 600 rounds ammunition for
Lane’s 3-inch navy Parrotts, 300 percussion shell, and 300 spherical

—

:

;

case.

—
—

Saturday, October 18. Position of army unchanged.
Sunday, October 19. Position of army unchanged. Eeport received
from Colonel Manning of number of guns lost and abandoned in recent
engagements by batteries now attached to Longstreet’s corps, showing
one 3-inch rifle, two 12-pounder howitzers (see October 21), one 6pounder gun, three 10 pounder Parrotts, seven caissons, and one forge.
Letters written to Captains Eead, Maurin, and Moorman, by whom four
of these guns were lost, calling for explanation of the circumstances

:
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attending their loss, the loss of the other three being already understood.
Telegram from Captain McPhail of arrival of 3,000 arms and accouterments in Staunton. Eeply: “Forward immediately.” General Lee
orders reduction of corps ordnance reserve trains of Jackson and Long41 missing in Jackson^s and
street to supply missing division wagons
55 in Longstreet^s corps but will order no more wagons to the divisions.

—

—
October 21. — Telegram

from Captain McPhail of arrival at
Tuesday,
Staunton of thirty-eight guns turned in by broken-up batteries, with
chests full of ammunition. Eeply “ Write to Colonel Gorgas for boxes
and men to pack it.” Colonel Corley requested to hurry quartermaster
at Staunton in sending forward arms. Telegram from McPhail of arEeplied: “Send to Eichmond.”
rival of heavy guns from Winchester.
Letter from Captain Eead that the 3-inch gun lost by him was 'brought
From Captain
oft* the field by my reserve ordnance train and saved.
:

Maurin that

rifled piece lost

by him was abandoned

in

woods

at night,

road being lost and horses broken down sent for next day, but had
been removed does not know by whom. From Captain Moorman, that
Colonel Manning’s report that he had lost two Parrotts and a caisson
was incorrect; one Parrott only had axle cut, and was hauled to the
rear, and taken by some one (probably my reserve train, which brought
This
off several) while the men had gone for another carriage for it.
reduces Manning’s report of losses by two Parrotts and one 3-inch.
Wednesday, October 22. Position of army unchanged.
Thursday, October 23. Position of army unchanged.
Friday, October 24. Position of army unchanged.
Saturday, October 25. General Walker’s division moved to Paris Gap,
of the Blue Eidge. General Jackson’s corps tearing up Baltimore and
OhioEailroad beyond Martinsburg. Position of rest of army unchanged.
Letter to Colonel Gorgas, asking 1,000 arms and 2,000 extra accouterments in addition to those already asked for; also for extra fuses, Whitworth shell, Manuals prepared by Ordnance Board, and recent edition
of Ordnance Manual, mallets, Borman fuse-openers, concerning examination of Lieutenants Duffy and Ward, and recommending that a gun and
two caissons lost by Captain Lloyd be charged to him. Eeport received
from Captain Barnwell and Colonel Cutts of losses of ordnance in Maryland campaign and of ammunition on hand in reserve batteries. Colonel
Cutts reports having been left on mountain at Boonsborough on the
morning after the battle without orders, with four 6-gun batteries, and
having found Captains Bondurant and Lloyd near by, also without
orders. Not knowing where the army was, he withdrew as best he
could, being nearly surrounded by enemy, and in retreating had to leave
two guns, whose axles broke one of Captain Lloyd’s (iron 6-pounder)
and one of Captain Eoss’ (12-pounder howitzer). Eeport submitted to
General Lee.
Sunday, October 26. Position of army unchanged.
Monday, October 27. Position of army unchanged. Eequisition from
Capt. J. E. Cooke, chief of ordnance cavalry division, for 500 Sharps
carbines, 6 Smith’s carbines, 500 saddles, bridles, halters, &c. Eeply
“None on hand. Eequisitions will be made on Eichmond for saddles,
&c.” Army en route for eastern slope of mountains. Orders received
to move with reserve ordnance train between Pendleton’s artillery and
his

;

j

—
—
—
—

—

—
—

Longstreet’s corps.
Wednesday, October 29. Left General Lee’s headquarters, and, joining ordnance train, marched to Nineveh, 11 miles from Winchester, and
encamped. In passing through Winchester heard of arrival on another

—
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road of ten wagon-loads of arms and accouterments from Staunton.
Dispatched messenger to take them to Colonel Manning for General
Longstreet’s corps.
Thursday^ October SO. In camp at Nineveh, awaiting passage of LongstreeCs corps.
Friday^ October 31. In camp, awaiting passage of LongstreeCs corps.
Saturday^ November 1. Moved with reserve ordnance train from
Nineveh across the Shenandoah, and encamped near Front Eoyal, in
rear of General Pendleton’s reserve artillery.
Sunday^ November 2. Moved with train across the Blue Eidge
Mountains, and encamped near Gaines’ Oross-Eoads.
Monday^ November 3. Moved with train on road to Culpeper CourtHouse, via Sperryville, and encamped on pike 16 miles from Culpeper.
Issued on road 200 rounds 3-inch ammunition and 500 friction-primers
to Stuart Horse Artillery.
Tuesday^ November 4. Moved with train to Culpeper Court-House,
and encamped with General Lee’s headquarters train, encamping near
town. Telegram from Cai)tain McPhail, October 29, that Captain Stribling wanted two 24-ponnder howitzers, captured at Harper’s Ferry.
Eeplied
Issue them, and move everything to Gordonsville.”
Thursday^ November 6. Longstreet’s corps in position about Culpeper Jackson across Blue Eidge, about Manassas Gap. Large force
of enemy advancing toward the Eappahannock, and continued hot skirmishing of the cavalry in front. Moved ordnance train to camp nearer
headquarters.
Friday^ November 7. Ordered to assume command of Col. S. D. Lee’s
battalion of artillery, but not relieved from ordnance duty until arrival
of some officer to replace me.
Monday November 10. Eeconnaissance in force made by General
Stuart, causing heavy tiring in front all day. Wagon trains and batteries harnessed up all day.
Saturday^ November 15. Eeport from Colonel Manning, chief [of]
ordnance. First Corps, of probably 1,500 surplus arms, &c., on hand after
arming recruits for whole corps. Eequisition received at night (after
telegraphing to General Jackson to know if he still w^anted arms) for
4,500 arms and accouterments for General Jackson’s corps (Second).
Enemy’s camp sbelled by General Stuart.

—
—

—

•

—
—
—

:

—

;

—

j

—

—

.
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—The Maryland Campaign.
IPHIN'CIT^T. EA^ENTTS.

—The Army of Northern Virginia marches toward Leesburg, Va.
Occui)ation of Winchester, Va., by the Confederate forces.
Skirmish near Martinsburg, W. Va.
Brig. Gen. Alpheus S. Williams, U. S. Army, assumes command of
the Second Corps, Army of Virginia.
Maj. Gen. Jesse L. Reno, U. S. Army, assumes command of the
Ninth Army Corps.
Skirmishes at Falls Church, Va.
Skirmish at Bunker Hill, W. Va.
Skirmish at Edwards Ferry, Md.
Reconnaissances from Harper’s Ferry to Lovettsville aud Charlestown, W. Va.
Skirmish at Monacacy Aqueduct, ]\Id.
Skirmishes at Poolesville, Md.
Skirmishes at Point of Rocks and Berlin, Md.
The Army of Northern Virginia crosses the Potomac by the fords
near Leesburg.
The armies of the Potomac and of Virginia being consolidated,
Maj. Gen. John Pope,U. S. Army, is relieved, and directed to

3-

4,

1862.

—

4-

5,

1862.

—

4-

7, 1862.

—

5,

1862.

—

7,

1862.

—Maj. Gen. Josejih

8,

1862.

—

J,

1862.

10,

1862.

report for orders to the Secretary of War.

Hooker, U. S. Army, assumes command of the
Third Corps, Army of Virginia, vice Maj. Gen. Irvin McDowell.
Skirmish at Darkesville, W. Va.
Skirmish at Point of Rocks, Md.
Maj. Gen. Nathaniel P. Banks, U. S. Army, assumes command of
the Defenses of Washington.
Skirmish at Poolesville, Md.
Skirmishes at Monocacy Church and Bariiesville, Md.
Skirmish near Boonsborough, Md.
Skirmish near Frederick, Md.
Skirmishes at Sugar Loaf Mountain, Md.
Skirmish between Williamsport, Md., and Martinsburg, W. Va.
The First, Second, and Third Corps, Army of Virginia, designated
respectively as the Eleventh, Twelfth, and First Army Corps.
Skirmishes at Frederick, Md.
Siege and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., including actions on

—
—

—
—
1862. —

10-11, 1862.
11, 1862.
12,

12-1.6, 1862.

—

Maryland and Bolivar Heights.
John Sedgwick, U. S. Army, assigned

13, 1862.

—Maj. Gen.

14, 1862.

—Battles of South Mountain (Boonsborough, Boonsborough Gap, or

15, 1862.

—

16-17, 1862.

Turner’s Pass) and Crampton’s Pass, Md.
Skirmish near Petersville, Md.
Brig. Gen. Jacob D. Cox, U. S. Army, assumes command of the
Ninth Army Corps.
Maj. Gen. Joseph K. F! Mansfield, U. S. Army, assumes command of
the Second Corps, Army of Virginia.
Skirmish at Boonsborough, Md.
Skirmish on Antietam Creek, near Keedysville, Md.
Battle of Antietam, or Sharpsburg, Md.

—

to command of
the Second Corps, Army of Virginia.
Skirmishes at Catoctin Mountain, Middletown, Jefferson, and South

Mountain, Md.

158

OPERATIONS IN

Sept. 17, 1862.

N. VA.,

W. VA., MD., AND PA.

[Chap.

XXXI.

—Brig. Gen. Alx^Peus

S. Williams, U. S. Army, resumes eommand of the
Second Corps, Army of Virginia.
Maj. Gen. George G. Meade, U. S. Army, assumes command of the
Third Corps, Army of Virginia.
Brig. Gen. Alpheus S. Williams, U. S. Army, assumes command of
the Twelfth Army Corps.
The Army of Northern Virginia recrosses the Potomac near Shepherdstown, W. Va.
Skirmishes at Sharpsburg, Shepherdstown (Blackford’s, or Boteler’s)
Ford, and near Williamsport, Md.
Action near Shepherdstown, W. Va.
Skirmish near Hagerstown, Md.
Skirmish near Williamsport, Md.

18, 1862.

—

18-19, 1862.

—

19, 1862.

—

20, 1862.

—

REPORTS.*
ARMY OF THE POTOMAC.
No.

1.

— Organization of the Army of the Potomac, Maj.

No.

2.

—

No.
No.

4.

No.

5.

No.

6.

3.

—
—

Gen. George B. McClellan,
U. S. Army, commanding, September 14-17, 1862.
Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan, U. S. Army, commanding Army of the
Potomac, of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam, with congratulatory orders, &c.
Return of casualties in the Union forces at the battle of Crampton’s Pass, Md.
Return of casualties in the Union forces at the battle of South Mountain
(Turner’s Pass), Md.

— Return of casualties in the Union forces at the battle of Antietam, Md.
— Return of casualties in the Union forces in the skirmishes at Sharpsburg,
Shepherdstown Ford, and near William 8X)ort, Md., September 19, and
W. Va., September 20, 1862, and general
summary for the campaign.
Brig. Gen. Henry J. Hunt, U. S. Army, Chief of Artillery, Army of the Potomac, of operations September 5-20.
Brig. Gen. Alfred Pleasonton, U. S. Army, commanding Cavalry Division, of
operations September 4-17.
Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker, U. S. Army, commanding First Army Corps, of
the battles of South Mountain and Antietam, with congratulations of
action near Shepherdstown,

No.

7.

—

No.

8.

—

No.

9.

—

No.

10.

— Brig. Gen. John

No.

11.

—

No.

12.

—

No.

13.

—

No.

14.

—

No.

15.

—

No.

16.

—

No. 17.

—

General McClellan.
P. Hatch, U. S. Army, commanding First Division, of the
battle of South Mountain.
Brig. Gen. Abner Doubleday, U. S. Army, commanding First Division, of
the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.
Capt. J. Albert Monroe, First Rhode Island Light Artillery, Chief of Artillery First Division, of the battle of Antietam.
Lieut. James Stewart, Battery B, Fourth U. S. Artillery, of the battle of
Antietam.
Col. Walter Phelps, jr.. Twenty-second New York Infantry, commanding
First Brigade, of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.
Lieut. Col. J. William Hofmann, Fifty-sixth Pennsylvania Infantry, com.
mauding Second Brigade, of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.
Col. William P. Wainwright, Seventy-sixth New York Infantry, of the battle of South Mountain.
Lieut. Col. J. William Hofmann, Fifty-sixth Pennsylvania Infantry, of the
battle of South Mountain.
See also general reports, pp. 4-139.
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No. 18.— Capt. Frederick Williams, Fifty-sixth Pennsylvania Infantry, of the battles
of South Mountain and Antietam.
No. 19.— Brig. Gen. Marsena E. Patrick, U. S. Army, commanding Third Brigade, of
the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.
Lieut. Col. Theodore B. Gates, Eightieth New York Infantry (Twentieth
]^^o. 20.

South Mountain and Antietam.
Army, commanding Fourth Brigade, of the
battles of South Mountain and Antietam.
22.
Col. Solomon Meredith, Nineteenth Indiana Infantry, of the battle of South
Mountain.
No. 23.— Capt. William W. Dudley, Nineteenth Indiana Infantry, of the battle of
Militia), of the battles of

— Brig.

No. 21.

Gen. John Gibbon, U.

S.

—

Antietam.
No. 24.— Col. Lucius Fairchild, Second Wisconsin Infantry, of the battle of South

Mountain.

Edward S. Bragg, Sixth Wisconsin Infantry, of the battles of
South Mountain and Antietam.
Capt. John B. Callis, Seventh W^isconsin Infantry, of the battles of South
Mountain and Antietam.
Brig. Gen. James B. Ricketts, U. S. Army, commanding Second Division,
of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.
Capt. James MacThomson, One hundred and seventh Pennsylvania Infantry, First Brigade, of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.
Lieut. Col. Richard H. Richardson, Twenty-sixth New York Infantry, Second
Brigade, of the battles of South Mountain and Anfietam.
Lieut. Samuel A. Moffett, Ninety-fourth New York Infantry, of the battles
of South Mountain and Antietam.
Capt. Henry R. Myers, Eighty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry, of the battle

No. 25.— Lieut. Col.

No. 26.

—

No. 27.

—

No. 28.

—

No. 29.

—

No. 30.

—

No. 31.

—

of Antietam.

No.
No.
No.
No.

No.
No.

No.

— Col.

Peter Lyle, Ninetieth Pennsylvania Infantry, of the battles of South
Mountain and Antietam.
33.
Brig. Gen. George G. Meade, U. S. Army, commanding Third Division, of
the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.
34.
Capt. James H. Cooper, Battery B, First Pennsylvania Light Artillery, of
the battle of South Mountain.
35.
Brig. Gen. Truman Seymour, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade, of
the battle of South Mountain.
36. — Col. Albert L. Magilton, Fourth Pennsylvania Reserves, commanding Second Brigade, of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.
37.
Lieut. Col. Robert Anderson, Ninth Pennsylvania Reserves, commanding
Third Brigade, of the battle of South Mountain.
38.
Maj. Gen. Edwin V. Sumner, U. S. Army, commanding Second and Twelfth
32.

—

—

—

—

—

Army
No. 39.

Corps, of the battle of Antietam.
Winfield S. Hancock, U. S. Army,

— Brig. Gen.

commanding

First Division,

Second Army Corps, of the battle of Antietam.
No. 40.— Capt. Rufus D. Pettit, Battery B, First New York Light Artillery, of skirmish on Antietam Creek and battle of Antietam.
No. 41. Lieut. Evan Tliomas, Battery A, Fourth U. S. Artillery, of the battle of
Antietam.
No. 42. Brig. Gen. John C. Caldwell, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade, of
the battle of Antietam.

—

—

No. 43.

—Col. Edward E. Cross, Fifth New Hampshire Infantry, of skirmish at Boonsborough and battle of Antietam.

— Capt. Charles Brestel, Seventh New York Infantry, of the battle of Antietam.
No. 45. — Col. Francis C. Barlow, commanding Sixty-first and Sixty-fourth New York
No.

44.

Infantry, of the battle of Antietam,
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New York Infantry, commanding
and Sixty-fourth New York Infantry, of the battle of Antietam.
Maj. H. Boyd McKeen, Eighty-first Pennsjdvania Infantry, of the battle of
Nelson A. Miles, Sixty-first

Sixty-first

No.

47.

—

No.

48.

— Brig.

No.

49.

—

No.

50.

—

No. 51.

—

No.

52.

—

No. 53.

—

No. 54.

—

No. 55.

—

No.

56.

—

No.

57.

—Lieut. Col. Richards

Antietam.
Gen. Thomas Francis Meagher, U. S. Army, commanding Second
Brigade, of the battle of Antietam.
Lieut. Col. Henry Fowler, Sixty-third New York Infantry, of the battle of
Antietam.
Maj. James Cavanagh, Sixty-ninth New York Infantry, of the battle of
Antietam.
Lieut. Col. Patrick Kelly, Eighty-eighth New York Infantry, of the battle
of Antietam.
Col. John R. Brooke, Fifty-third Pennsylvania Infantry, commanding Third
Brigade, of the battle of Antietam.
Capt. David L. Strieker, Second Delaware Infantry, of skirmish on Antietam
Creek and battle of Antietam.
Col. Paul Frank, Fifty-second New York Infantry, of skirmish on Antietam
Creek and battle of Antietam.
Maj. Alford B. Chapman, Fifty-seventh New York Infantry, of the battle
of Antietam.
Capt. Julius Wehle, Sixty -sixth New York Infantry, of the battle of Antietam.

McMichacl, Fifty-third Pennsylvania Infantry, of the

battle of Antietam.

No.

58.

— Brig.

Gen. Oliver O. Howard, U.
the battle of Antietam.

No. 59.

— Capt. John A. Tompkins,

No. 60.

—

No. 61.

—

No. 62.

—
—
—

No. 65.

—

No.

No.
No.

Army, commanding Second Division, of

Battery A, First Rhode Island Light Artillery, of
the battle of Antietam.
Lieut. George A. Woodruff, Battery I, First U. S. Artillery, of the battle of
Antietam.
Brig. Gen. Willis A. Gorman, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade, of the
battle of Antietam.
Lieut. Col. John W. Kimball, Fifteenth Massachusetts Infantry, of the battle of Antietam.
Col. Alfred Sully, First Minnesota Infantry, of the battle of Antietam.
Col. James A. Suiter, Thirty-fourth New York Infantry, of the battle of
Antietam.
Col. Henry W. Hudson, Eighty- second New York Infantry, of the battle of
Antietam.
Col. Joshua T. Owen, Sixty-ninth Pennsylvania Infantry, commanding
Second Brigade, of the battle of Antietam.
Brig. Gen. Napoleon J. T. Dana, U. S. Army, commanding Third Brigade,

64.

No. 63.

S.

—
67. —

66.

of the battle of Antietam.

No. 68.

— Col.

Norman

J. Hall,

Seventh Michigan Infantry, commanding Third Bri-

gade, of the battle of Antietam.
Capt. H. G. O. Weymouth, Nineteeuth Massachusetts Infantry, of the bat-

No. 69.

—

No. 70.

— Brig. Gen. William H. French,

No. 71.

—

No. 72.

—

No. 73.

—

tle of

Antietam.

U. S. Army, commanding Third Division, of
the battle of Antietam.
Capt. John D. Frank, Battery G, First New York Light Artillery, of the
battle of Antietam.
Capt. Charles D. Owen, Battery G, First Rhode Island Light Artillery, oi
the battle of Antietam.
Brig. Gen. Nathan Kimball, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade, of the
battle of Antietam.
.

•

.
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— Col.

No. 74.

William Harrow, Fourteentli Indiana Infantry, of tbo battle of An-

tietam.

No. 75.— Lieut. Col. Franklin Sawyer, Eighth Ohio Infantry, of the battle of Anti

etam

No. 76.

—Lieut.

No. 77.

—

No. 78.

— Col. Dwight Morris, Fourteenth Connecticut Infantry, commanding Second

"No. 79.

— Lieut.

Col. Vincent M. Wilcox, One hundred and thirty-second Pennsylvania Infantry, of the battle of Antietam.
Col. Joseph Snider, Seventh West Virginia Infantry, of the battle of Au-

tietam.

Brigade, of the battle of Antietam.
Col. Sanford

H. Perkins, Fourteenth Connecticut Infantry, of the

battle of Antietam.

No.

—Col. Oliver H. Palmer, One

80.

hundred and eighth New York Infantry, of the

battle of Antietam.

No.

— Col.

81.'

Henry

Zinn,

I.

One hundred and

thirtieth Pennsylvania Infantry, of

the battle of Antietam.
No. 82.

— Col.

John W. Andrews, First Delaware Infantry, commanding Third

Bri-

gade, of the battle of Antietam.

No. 83.
No. 84.

— Col. John W. Andrews, First Delaware Infantry, of the battle of Antietam.
—Maj. Gen. Fitz John Porter, U. S. Army, commanding Fifth Army Corps, of
the battle of Antietam, skirmish at Biackford’s or Boteler’s Ford, and
action near Shepherdstown.

No. 85.

— Lieut. Col. William Hays,

U. S. Army, commanding Artillery Reserve, of the
and skirmish at Blackford’s or Boteler’s Ford.
Capt. William M. Graham, Battery K, First U. S. Artillery, of the battle of
battle of Antietam

—

No. 86.

’

Antietam.
No. 87. Capt. John B. Isler, First U. S. Sharpshooters, of skirmish at Blackford’s or
Boteler’s Ford.
No, 88.— Col. James Barnes, Eighteenth Massachusetts Infantry, commanding First
Brigade, First Division, of action near Shepherdstown.
No. 89.— Lieut. Col. James Gwyn, One hundred and eighteenth Pennsylvania Infantry, of action near Shepherdstown.
No. 90. Brig. Gen. Charles GrifSn, U. S. Army, commanding Second Brigade, First
Division, of operations Sex>tember 17-27, including skirmish at Blackford’s
or Boteler’s Ford.
No. 91. Brig. Gen. George Sykes, U. S. Army, commanding Second Division, of the
battle of Antietam, skirmish at Blackford’s or Boteler’s Ford, and action
near Shepherdstown.
No. 92. Lieut. Alauson M. Eandol, Battery E, First U. S. Artillery, of the battle of
Antietam, and skirmish at Shepherdstown Ford (Blackford’s or Botelcr’s

—

—

—

—

Ford).

No. 93.

— Capt.

Stephen H. AVeed, Battery I, Fifth U. S. Artillery, of the battle of
Antietam, skirmish at Blackford’s or Boteler’s Ford, and action near

Shepherdstown

Van Reed, commanding Battery K, Fifth U. S. Artillery,
of operations September 11-22, including the battle of Antietam, skirmish
at Blackford’s or Boteler’s Ford, and action near Shepherdstown.

No. 94.— Lieut. William E.

No. 95.

Col. Robert C. Buchanan, Fourth U. S. Infantry, commanding First
Brigade, of the battle of Antietam and skirmish at Shepherdstown Ford.
Capt. John D. Wilkins, Third U. S. Infantry, of the battle of Antietam.
Capt. Hiram Dryer, Fourth U. S. Infantry, of the battle of Antietam.

—
—
98. — Capt. Matthew M. Blunt, Twelfth U. S.

No. 96.

No. 97.
No.

— Lieut.

No. 99. —Capt.

Thomas M. Anderson, Twelfth U.

tam.

11

11

R —VOL

XIX,

PT

I

Infantry, of the battle of Antietam.
S.

Infantry, of the battle of Antie-

.
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N. VA.,

W.

VA., MD.,

— Capt. W. Plarvey Brown, Fourteentli U.

No. 100.

—

No. 101.

S.

tam.
Capt. David B. McKibbin, Fourteentb U.

AND

Infantry, of

S.

PA.
tlic
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battle of Antie-

Infantry, of tbe battle of An-

tietam.

No. 102.

—Maj. Charles S. Lovell, Tenth U. S. Infantry, commanding Second Brigade,

No. 103.

—Lieut. John S. Poland, Second U. S. Infantry, commanding battalion Second

of action near Shepherdstown.

and Tenth U. S. Infantry, of the battle of Antietam and action near Shepherdstown.
Capt. Levi C. Bootes, Sixth U. S. Infantry, of the battle of Antietam and
action near Shepherdstown.
Maj. DeL. Floyd-Jones, Eleventh U. S. Infantry, of the battle of Antietam
and action near Shepherdstown.
Maj. George L. Andrews, Seventeenth U. S. Infantry, of action near Shepherdstown.
Capt. Cleveland Winslow, Fifth New York Infantry, Third Brigade, of
the battle of Antietam, skirmish at Shepherdstown Ford, and action near

No. 104.

—

No. 105.

—

No. 106.

—

No. 107.

—

No. 108.

—Brig. Gen. Andrew A. Humphreys, U. S. Army, commanding Third

Shepherdstown
Divis-

with application for a Court of Inquiry.
No. 109.— Maj. Gen. William B. Franklin, U. S. Army, commanding Sixth Army Corps,
of the battles of Crampton’s Pass and Antietam.
ion,

No. 110.

—Maj.

No. 111.

—

No. 112.

—

Gen. Henry W. Slocum, U. S. Army, commanding First Division, of
the battles of Crampton’s Pass and Antietam.
Col. A. T. A. Torbert, First New Jersey Infantry, commanding First Brigade, of the battle of Crampton’s Pass.
Lieut. Col. Mark W. Collet, Third New Jersey Infantry, commanding First
New Jersey Infantry, of the battle of Antietam.
Col. Samuel L. Buck, Second New Jersey Infantry, of the battles of Cramp-

No. 113.

—

No. 114.

— Col. Henry W. Brown, Third New Jersey Infantry, of the battle of Cramp-

No. 115.

— Col.

No. lie.

—

No. 117.

—

No. 118.

—Lieut. Col. Joel

No. 119.

—

No. 120.

—

No. 121.

—

No. 122.

—Lieut. Col. George R. Myers, Eighteenth New York Infantry, of the battle

ton’s Pass

and Antietam.

ton’s Pass.

William B. Hatch, Fourth New Jersey Infantry, of the battle of
Crampton’s Pass.
Col. Joseph J. Bartlett, Twenty-seventh New York Infantry, commanding
Second Brigade, of the battle of Crampton’s Pass.
Col. Nathaniel J. Jackson, Fifth Maine Infantry, of the battle of Crampton’s Pass.
J. Seaver, Sixteenth New York Infantry, of the battle of
Crampton’s Pass.
Lieut. Col. Alexander D. Adams, Twenty-seventh New York Infantry, of
the battle of Crampton’s Pass.
Col. Henry L. Cake, Ninety-sixth Pennsylvania Infantry, of the battles of
Crampton’s Pass and Antietam.
Brig. Gen. John Newton, U. S. Army, commanding Third Brigade, of the

battle of Cramx)ton’s Pass.

of Crampton’s Pass.
No. 123.— Lieut. Col. Francis E. Pinto, Thirty-second New York Infantry, commanding Thirty-first New York Infantry, of the battle of Crampton’s Pass.
No. 124. Col. Gustavus W. Town, Ninety-fifth Pennsylvania Infantry, of the battle

—

of Crampton’s Pass.

No. 125.

— Maj.

Gen. William F. Smith, U. S. Army, commanding Second Division, of
the battles of Crampton’s Pass and Antietam,

THE MAEYLAND CAMPAIGN.

Chap. XXXI.]

— Cai)t. Komeyn

No. 126.

B. Ayres, Fiftli U. S. Artillery, Cliief of Artillery, of tho

battles of Crampton’s Pass

No.

il27.
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and Antietam.

—Lieut. Theodore J. Yanneman, Battery B, Maryland Light Artillery, of the
battle of Antietam.

No. 128.

— Capt.

Andrew Cowan,

First

New York

Battery, of tho battle of Antie-

tam.
No. 129. Brig. Gen. Winfield S. Hancock, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade,
of the battles of Crampton’s Pass and Antietam.
No. 130. Brig. Gen. W. T. H. Brooks, U. S. Army, commanding Second Brigade, of
the battles of Crampton’s Pass and Antietam.
No. 131. Col. William H. Irwin, Forty-ninth Pennsylvania Infantry, commauding
Third Brigade, of the battles of Crampton’s Pass and Antietam.
No. 132. Maj. Thomas W. Hyde, Seventh Maine Infantry, of the battle of Antietam.
No. 133. Col. Ernest Von Vegesack, Twentieth New York Infantry, of the battle of
Antietam.
No. 134. Lieut. Col. Joseph W. Corning, Thirty-third New York Infantry, of the
battles of Crampton’s Pass and Antietam.
No. 135. Maj. George W. Johnson, Forty-ninth New York Infantry, of tho battle of
Antietam.
No. 136. Capt. Nathan S. Babcock, Seventy-seventh New York Infantry, of the
battles of Crampton’s Pass and Antietam.
No. 137. Maj. Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside, U. S. Army, commanding Right Wing, Army
of the Potomac, of operations September 7-19.
No. 138. Brig. Gen. Jacob D. Cox, U. S. Army, commanding Ninth Army Corps, of
the battle of Antietam.
No. 139. Brig. Gen. Orlando B. Willcox, U. S. Army, commanding First Division, of
the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.
No. 140. Capt. Asa M. Cook, Eighth Massachusetts Battery, of the battles of South
Mountain and Antietam.
No. 141. Lieut. John N. Coffin, commanding left section Eighth Massachusetts Battery, of the battle of Antietam.
No. 142. Lieut. Samuel N. Benjamin, Battery E, Second U. S. Artillery, of the battles
of South Mountain and Antietam.
No. 143. Col. Benjamin C. Christ, Fiftieth Pennsylvania Infantry, commanding First
Brigade, of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.
No. 144. Col. Thomas Welsh, Forty-fifth Pennsylvania Infantry, commanding Second Brigade, of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.
No. 145. Lieut. Col. Joseph Gerhardt, Forty-sixth New York Infantry, of the battles
of South Mountain and Antietam.
No. 146.—Brig. Gen. Samuel D. Sturgis, U. S. Army, commanding Second Division,
of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.
No. 147. Brig. Gen. James Nagle, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade, of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.
No. 148. Brig. Gen. Edward Ferrero, U. S. Army, commanding Second Brigade, of
tho battles of South Mountain and Antietam.
No. 149. Col. Harrison S. Fairchild, Eighty-ninth New York Infantry, commanding
First Brigade, Third Division, of skirmish near Jefferson, and battles ot
South Mountain and Antietam.
No. 150. Maj. Edward Jardine, Eighty-ninth New York Infantry, First Brigade, Third
Division, of colors captured at Antietam.
No. 151. Col. Edward Harland, Eighth Connecticut Infantry, commanding Second
Brigade, Third Division, of tho battle of Antietam.
No. 152. Maj. J. Edward Ward, Eighth Connecticut Infantry, of the battle of An-

—

—

—

—
—

—

—

—
—

—

—

—

—
—

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

—
—
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—Lieut. Col. Joseph B. Curtis, Fourth Rhode
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Ivslaud lufantry, of the battle

of Antietam.

— Brig. Gen. Jacob D. Cox, U. S. Army, commanding

No. 154.

Kanawha

Division, of

the battle of South Mountain.

— Col. Eliakim P. Scammon, Twenty-third Ohio Infantry,

No. 155.

commanding

First

Brigade, of the battle of South Mountain, and, commanding Kanawha
Division, of the battle of Antietam.
Col. Hugh Ewing, Thirtieth Ohio Infantry, commanding First Brigade, of

No. 15G.

—

No. 157.

— Cax^t.

No. 158.

— Col. Carr B. White, Twelfth Ohio Infantry, of tLe battles of South Mount-

the battle of Antietam.
James R. McMullin, First Ohio Battery, of the battle of South

Mountain.
ain and Antietam.
No. 159.

— Maj. James M. Comly, Twenty-third Ohio Infantry, of the battles of South
Mountain and Antietam.

— Col. Hugh Ewing, Thirtieth Ohio Infantry, of the battle of South Mountain.
— Maj. George H. Hildt, Thirtieth Ohio Infantry, of the battle of Antietam.
— Col. George Crook, Thirty-sixth Ohio Infantry, commanding Second Bri-

No. 160.
No. 161.
No. 162.

gade, of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.
J. Jackson, Eleventh Ohio Infantry, of the battles of South
Mountain and Antietam.
No. 164. Brig. Gen. Alpheus S. Williams, U. S*. Army, commanding Twelfth Army
Corps, of the battle of Antietam.
No. 165.— Capt. Clermont L. Best, Fourth U. S. Artillery, Chief of Artillery, of the
battle of Antietam.
No. 166.— Capt. George W. Cothran, Battery M, First New York Light Artillery, of

—Maj. Lyman

'No. 163.

—

the battle of Antietam.
Samuel W. Crawford, U. S. Army, commanding First Division,
of the battle of Antietam.
Col. Joseph F. Knipe, Forty-sixth Pennsylvania Infantry, commanding
First Brigade, of the battle of Antietam.

No. 167.

—Brig. Gen.

No. 168.

—

No. 169.

—Lieut.

Col.

James

S.

Fillebrown, Tenth Maine Infantry, of the battle of

Antietam.

— Lieut. Col. James L. Selfridge, Forty-sixth

No. 170.

Pennsylvania Infantry, of the

battle of Antietam.

No. 171.

—Maj. Isaac L. Haldeman, One hundred and twenty-fourth Pennsylvania In-

No. 172.

— Col. Jacob Higgins, One hundred and twenty-fifth

fantry, of the battle of Antietam.

Pennsylvania Infantry,

of the battle of Antietam.

— Maj. Joel

No. 173.

B. Wanner,

One hundred and twenty-eighth Pennsylvania

In-

fantry, of the battle of Antietam.

—Brig. Gen. George H. Gordon, U.

No. 174.
175.

—

No. 176.

—

No. 177.

— Col.

No. 178.

—

No.

179

.

No. 180.

S.

Army, commanding Third Brigade, of

the battle of Antietam.
Col. Silas Colgrove, Twenty-seventh Indiana Infantry, of the battle of
Antietam.
Col. George L. Andrews, Second Massachusetts Infantry, of the battle of

—
—

Antietam.
Ezra A. Carman, Thirteenth New Jersey Infantry, of the battle of
Antietam.
Col. Robert B. Van Valkenburgh, One hundred and seventh New York Infantry, of the battle of Antietam.
Col. Thomas H. Ruger, Third Wisconsin Infantry, of the battle of Antietam.
Brig. Gen. George S. Greene, U. S. Army, commanding Second Division,
of the battle of Antietam.
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No. 181.

— M«j. Orriii J. Crauo, Seventh Ohio Infantry, commanding First Brigade, of

No. 182.

—Maj. John Collins, Fifth Ohio Infantry, of the battle of Antietam.

the battle of Antietam.
No. 18.3.— Capt. Fred. A. Seymour, Seventh Ohio Infantry, of the battle of Antie-

tam.
No. 184.

— Lieut.

No. 185.

—

No. 18G.

—

No. 187.

—

No. 188.

—Lieut. Col. James

Col. Eugene Powell, Sixty-sixth Ohio Infantry, of the battle ol‘
Antietam.
Maj. William Raphael, Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry, of the battle of Antietam.
Lieut. Col. James C. Lane, One hundred and second New York Infantry,
commanding Second Brigade, of the battle of Antietam.
Lieut. Col. Joseph M. Sudsburg, Third Maryland Infantry, of the battle of

Antietam.

One hundred and second New York

C. Lane,

Infantry,

of the battle of Antietam.

No. 189.

— Maj. Thomas M. Walker, One hundred and eleventh Pennsylvania Infantry,

No. 190.

—Lieut. Col. Charles R. Brundage, Sixtieth New York Infantry, commanding

of the battle of Antietam.

Third Brigade, of the battle of Antietam.

— Capt. Levin B. Day, Third Delaware Infantry, of the battle of Antietam.
192. — Lieut. Col. Benjamin L. Simpson, Purnell Legion, Maryland Infantry, of

No. 191.
No.

the battle of Antietam.*

—Lieut. Col. Charles E. Brundage, Sixtieth

No. 193.

tle

New York

Infantry, of the bat-

of Antietam.

— Capt. Henry R. Stagg, Seventy-eighth New York Infantry, of the battle of
Antietam.
195. — Col. Arno Voss, Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, of skirmishes at Bunker Hill and

No. 194.
No,

Darkesville,

No. 19C.—Maj. Gen.

W.

Va.

John E. Wool, U.

S.

Army, commanding Middle Department, of

the siege of Harper’s Ferry.
Brig. Gen. Julius White, U. S. Army, commanding, of the evacuation of
Martinsburg and the siege of Harper’s Ferry.
Lieut. Henry M. Binney, Tenth Maine Infantry, aide-de-camp, of operations at Harper’s Ferry September 1-15.

No. 197.

—

No. 198.

—

No. 199.

— Col. George L. Willard, One hundred and twenty-fifth

New York

Infantry,

of the siege of Harper’s Ferry September 14-15.

— Col.. Thomas H. Ford, Thirty-second

No. 200.

of action on

Ohio Infantry, commanding brigade,

Maryland Heights.

—Maj. Henry B. Mcllvaine, Fifth

No. 201.

New York Heavy Artillery, of operations
August 27-September 15.
Return of Casualties in the Union forces at Maryland Heights and IlaiTcr’s
at Harper’s Ferry

No. 202.

—

No. 203.

—Record of the Harper’s Ferry Military Commission.

No. 204,

— Organization

No. 205.

— Surg.

No. 200,

—

Ferry.

ARMY OF NORTHERN
of the

Army

VIRGINIA.

of Northern Virginia, General Robert £. Lee

commanding, during the Maryland Campeagn.*
Lafayette Guild, C. S. Army, Medical Director Army of Northern Virginia, of killed and wounded at Boousborough (South Mountain or Turner’s Pass), Crampton’s Gap, Harper’s Ferry, Sharpsburg (Antietam), and
Shepherdstown (Blackford’s or Boteler’s Ford),
Maj. Gen. James E. B. Stuart, C. S. Army, commanding cavalry, of operations September 2-20.
*

For General Lee’s report, see

p. 139.
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N. VA.,
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Army, commanding cavalry brigade, of

operations September 2-20.

— Col. Tbomas T. Munford, Second

No. 208.

—

No. 209.

Virginia Cavalry, commanding brigade,

of operations September 4-20.
Brig. Gen. Beverly H. Robertson, C. S. Army,
erations September

commanding

cavalry, of

oj)-

4.

—Brig. Gen. William

No. 210.

N. Pendleton, C. S. Army, Chief of Artillery, of operaAugust 20-September 24.
Capt. John G. Barnwell, Reserve Artillery, of operations September 14-19.
Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet, C. S. Army, commanding Army Corps, of
operations September 2-18.
Lieut. Col. P. T. Manning, Chief of Ordnance, of the number of guns and
caissons lost, &c., in the Maryland Campaign.
Col. Stephen D. Lee, C. S. Army, commanding artillery battalion, of the
tions

No. 211.
No. 212.

—
—

No. 213.

—

No. 214.

—

No. 215.

— Capt. Marcellus N. Moorman, commanding

battle of Sharpsburg.
artillery battalion, of the loss

of artillery at Sharpsburg.

No. 216.

— Capt. Victor Maurin, commanding company of Donaldsonville Artillery, of

No. 217.

— Col.

No. 218.

— Maj. Gen. Lafayette McLaws,

the loss of artillery, &c., at Blackford’s or Boteler’s Ford.
J. B. Walton, Washington (Louisiana) Artillery, of the battle of
Sharijsburg.
C. S.

Army, commanding

division, of opera-

tions September 10-17.

No. 219.

—Brig. Gen. J. B. Kershaw, C. S. Army, commanding brigade, of operations
September

12-18.

No. 220.
No. 221.

— Capt. John P. W. Read, commanding battery, of operations Sei)tember 17.
— Col. James D. Nance, Third South Carolina Infantry, of action on Maryland

No. 222.

—Brig. Gen. Howell

No. 223.

—Lieut. Col. William MacRae, Fifteenth North Carolina Infantry, command-

No. 224.

— Brig. Gen. Paul J. Semmes, C. S. Army, commanding brigade, of the battles

No. 225.

— Capt. Basil C. Manly, commanding North Carolina Battery, of the battle of

No. 226.
No. 227.
No. 228.

—Maj. W. C. Holt, Tenth Georgia Infantry, of the battle of Crompton’s Pass.
— Capt. P. H. Loud, Tenth Georgia Infantry, of the battle of Shaq>sburg.
— Capt. S. W. Marshborne, Fifty-third Georgia Infantry, of the battle of

Heights and battle of Sharpsburg.
Cobb, C. S. Array, commanding brigade, of the battle

of Cramx)ton’s Pass.

ing Cobb’s brigade, of the battle of Sharpsburg.
of Crompton’s Pass and Sharpsburg.

Crompton’s Pass.

Sharpsburg.
No. 229.— Capt. E. J. Willis, Fifteenth Virginia Infantry, of the battle of Sharpsburg.
No. 230. Col. E. B. Montague, Thirty-second Virginia Infantry, of the battles of
Crompton’s Pass and Sharpsburg.
No. 231. Brig. Gen. William Barksdale, C. S. Army, commanding brigade, of the
battle of Sharpsburg.
No. 232. Capt. A. M. Feltus, Sixteenth Mississippi Infantry, of Featherston’s brigade, Anderson’s division, of the battle of Sharpsburg.
No. 233. Maj. Gen. David R. Jones, C. S. Army, commanding division, of oiierations

—
—

—
—

September 2-19.
No. 234.

— Brig. Gen. Robert Toombs, C. S. Army, commanding division (temporary),

No. 235.

— Brig. Gen. Richard B. Garnett, C. S. Army, commanding Pickett’s brigade,

of the battle of Sharpsburg.

of the battles of Boonsborough and Sharx)sburg.
Eppa Hunton, Eighth Virginia Infantry, of the battles of Boonsbor-

No. 236.— Col.

ough and Sharpsburg.
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No. 237.— Maj. George C. Cabell, Eigbteentli Virginia Infantry, of tlie battles of Boonsborongb and Sbarpsburg.
No. 238.— Capt. B. Brown, Nineteenth Virginia Infantry, of the battles of Boonsbor-

ough and Sbarpsburg.
No. 239.— Col. William D. Stuart, Fifty-sixth Virginia Infantry, of the battle of

Boonsborough.
John B. McPhail, Fifty-sixth Virginia Infantry, of the battle of
Sbarpsburg.
241.— Col. Montgomery D. Corse, Seventeenth Virginia Infantry, Kemper’s brigade, Jones’ division, of the battles of Boonsborough and Sbarpsburg.
242.— Col. Joseph Walker, Palmetto Sharpshooters, commanding Jenkins’ brigade, of operations September 14-19.
243.— Col. George T. Anderson, Eleventh Georgia Infantry, commanding brigade^
of operations September 2-17.
244.
Maj. F. H. Little, Eleventh Georgia Infantry, of the battle of Sbarpsburg.
245.— Brig. Gen. JohnG. Walker, C. S. Army, commanding division, of operations
September 9-19.
246.
Col. E. D. Hall, Forty-sixth North Carolina Infantry, of the battle of
Sbarpsburg.
247.— Brig. Gen. Robert Ransom, jr., C. S. Army, commanding brigade, of the
battle of Sbarpsburg.
248.
Brig. Gen. John B. Hood,€. S. Army, commanding division, of the battles
of Boonsborough and Sbarpsburg.
249.
Maj. B. W. Frobel, C. S. Army, Chief of Artillery, of the battle of Sharps-

No. 240.— Capt.

No.
No.
No.

No.
No.
No.
No.

No.
No.

—

—

—

—

burg.

No. 250.

—Col.

No. 251.

—

W. T. Wofford, Eighteenth Georgia Infantry, commanding Hood’s
brigade (Texas Brigade), of the battle of Sbarpsburg.
Lieut. Col. S. Z. Ruff, Eighteenth Georgia Infantry, of the battle of
Sbarpsburg.

—Lieut. Col. M. W. Gary, Hampton Legion, of the battle of Sbarpsburg.
253. — Lieut. Col. P. A. Work, First Texas Infantry, of the battle of Sbarpsburg.
254. — Lieut. Col. B. F. Carter, Fourth Texas Infantry, of the battle of Sharps-

No. 252.
No.

No.

burg.

^

—Capt. Ike N. M. Turner, Fifth Texas Infantry, of the battle of Sbarpsburg.
256. — Col. E. M. Law, Fourth Alabama Infantry, commanding brigade, of the

No. 255.
No.

battle of Sbarpsburg.

No. 257.

—Brig. Gen. Nathan G. Evans, C. S. Army, commanding brigade and division,
of operations September 14-17.

— Col. P. F. Stevens,

Holcombe (South Carolina) Legion, commanding Eyans’
and Sbarpsburg.
No. 259. — Capt. R. Boyce, commanding Macbeth (South Carolina) Light Artillery, of

No. 258.

brigade, of the battles of Boonsborough

the battle of Sbarpsburg.
No. 260.

— Col. F. W. McMaster,

Seventeenth South Carolina Infantry, of the battles

of Boonsborough and Sbarpsburg.

W.H. Wallace, Eighteenth South Carolina Infantry, of the battles of
Boonsborough and Sbarpsburg.
262.
Maj. M. Hilton, Twenty-second South Carolina Infantry, of the battles of
Boonsborough and Sbarpsburg.
263.— Capt. S. A. Durham, Twenty-third South Carolina Infantry, of the battles
of Boonsborough and Sbarpsburg.
264.
Lieut. Gen. Thomas J. Jackson, C. S. Army, commanding Army Corps, of
operations September 5-27.
265.
Capt. J. L. Bartlett, Signal Officer, C. S. Army, of operations about Har-

No. 261.— Col.

No.
No.
No.

No.

—

—

—

per’s Ferry,

W.

Va.

—
OPERATIONS

1G8
No. 206.

— Maj.
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Army, Chief Quartermaster, of captured propand third quarters, 1862.
Hawks, C. S. Army, Commissary of Subsistence, of captured
C. S.

erty during the second

—Maj.

No. 207.

W.

J.

property.

—Col.

No. 208.

S.

Crutchfield, C. S.

Army, Chief of Artillery, of operations September

13-19.

No. 209.

— Brig. Gen.

No. 270.

—Maj.

Jnbal A. Early, C.
operations September 3-27.
J.

S.

Army, commanding Ewell’s

division, of

H. Lowe, Thirty-first Georgia Infantry, commanding Lawton’s

brigade, of the battle of Sharpsbnrg.

— Col. James A. Walker,

No. 271.

Thirteenth Virginia Infantry, commanding Trimof the battle of Sharpsbnrg.
Brig. Gen. Harry T. Hays, C. S. Army, commanding First Louisiana Brigade, of the battle of Sharpsbnrg.
Maj. Gen. Ambrose P. Hill, C. S. Army, commanding Light Division, of
ble’s brigade,

No. 272.

—

No. 273.

—

No. 274.

— Lieut. Col. R. L. Walker, C.

No. 275.

—Brig.

No. 270.

—Brig. Gen. Samuel McGowan, C. S. Army, of operations of Gregg’s brigade,

No. 277.

— Col. D. H. Hamilton, First South Carolina Infantry, of operations Septem-

operations September 2-November
S.

3.

Army, commanding Artillery Battalion, of

operations September 13-17.

Gen. James H. Lane, C. S. Army,
operations September 2-20.

September 3-December

commanding Branch’s

brigade, of

3.

ber 2-20.
No. 278.-7-Lieut. Col. James M. Perrin, First South Carolina Rifles, of operations

September 15-20.
W. H. McCorkle, Twelfth South Carolina Infantry, of the battle of
Sharpsbnrg and action near Shepherdstown.
Col. O. E. Edwards, Thirteenth South Carolina Infantry, of operations
September 1.5-19.
Capt. Joseph N. Brown, Fourteenth South Carolina Infantry, of operations
September 15-20.
Brig. Gen. James J. Archer, C. S. Army, commanding brigade, of operations September 14-20.
Capt. F. M. Johnston, Nineteenth Georgia Infantry, of operations August
16-September 21.
Maj. James H. Neal, Nineteenth Georgia Infantry, of operations September

No. 279.

— Maj.

No. 280.

—

No. 281.

—

No. 282.

—

No. 283.

—

No. 284.

—

4-Ocfcober 19.

No. 285.— Brig. Gen. William D. Pender, C.

S.

Army, commanding brigade, of opera-

tions September 15-20.

No. 286.

—Brig. Gen. Edward L. Thomas, C. S. Army, commanding brigade, of opera-

No. 287.

— Brig. Gen. John

tions

September 14-20.

R. Jones, C.
operations September 7-17.

S.

Army, commanding Jackson’s

W. T. Poague, commanding Rockbridge Artillery, of the battle of
•
Sharpsbnrg.
Maj. H. J. Williams, Fifth Virginia Infantry, commanding Winder’s brigade, of operations September 1-19.
Capt. 'F. C. Wilson, Twenty-seventh Virginia Infantry, of the battle of
Sharpsbnrg.
Capt.

No. 288.
No. 289.

—

No. 290.

—

— Col. Leroy A. Stafford, Ninth Louisiana Infantry, commanding Starke’s
brigade, of operations August 31-October
292. — Col. Edmund Pendleton, Fifteenth Louisiana Infantry, commanding Starke’s

No. 291.

5.

No.

division, of

brigade, of operations September 13-17.
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No. 293.

—Maj. Gen. Daniel H. Hill, C. S. Army, eommanding division, of operations

No. 294.

— Capt. Thomas

July 23-Sopteinl>er

—

No. 295.

17.

H. Carter, commanding King William (Virginia)

of the battle of Sharpsburg.
Brig. Gen. Roswell S. Ripley, C. S. Army,
battles of Boonsborough and Sharpsburg.

Artillery,

commanding brigade, of the

—Brig. Gen. R. E. Rodes, C.

S. Army, commanding brigade, of the battles of
Boonsborough and Sharpsburg.
No. 297.— Col. D. K. McRae, Fifth North Carolina Infantry, commanding Garland’s
brigade, of the battles of Boonsborough and Sharx)sburg.
No. 298. Capt. Thomas M. Garrett, Fifth North Carolina Infantry, of the battle of

No. 296.

—

Sharpsburg.

—Lieut. Col. Thomas

No. 299.

Ruffin, jr., Thirteenth

North Carolina Infantry, of the

battle of Boonsborough.

No. 300.
No. 301.

— Col.

—

R. T. Bennett, Fourteenth North Carolina Infantry, commanding
Anderson’s brigade, of the battle of Sharpsburg.
Col. Bryan Grimes, Fourth North Carolina Infantry, of the battle of Boonsborough.

— Capt.

A. J. Griffith, Fourteenth North Carolina Infantry, of operations
September 14-17.
No. 303. Maj. William W. Sillers, Thirtieth North Carolina Infantry, of the battles
of Boonsborough and Sharpsburg.
No. 304. Col. A. H. Colquitt, Sixth Georgia Infantry, commanding brigade, of the
battles of Boonsborough and Sharpsburg.
No. 305.— Confederate Roll of Honor.

No. 302.

—

—

1^0 .

Organization of the
U.

IS.

Army

1

of the Potomac^ Maj, Gen. George B. McClellan,

Army, commanding,

[Compiled from

.

tlio

ISejAemher 14-17, 1862.*

records of tbo Adjntant-Gciioi-.al’s Office.]

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS.
ESCORT.
Capt.

James

B.

McIntyre.

Independent Company Oneida (New York) Cavalry, Capt. D.aniel P. Maun.
Company A, Lieut. Thomas H. McCormick.
Company E, Capt. James B. McIntyre.

4th U. S. Cavalry,
4tli U. S. Cavalry,

VOLUNTEER ENGINEER BRIGADE.!
Brig. Gen.

15th
50th

New York,
New York,

Daniel
Col.

P.

Woodbury.

John McL. Murphy.

Lieut. Col. William H. Pettes.

regular engineer battalion.
Capt.
*

James

C.

Duane.

On September 14 the right wing of the army, consisting of the First and Ninth
was commanded by Major-General Burnside the center, composed of the Second

Corps,

;

and T wclftli Corps, by Major-General Sumner and the left wing, comprising the Sixth
Corps and Coucli’s division (Fourth Corps), by Major-General Franklin,
t Detached at Washington, D. C., since September 7.
;

:
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PKOVOST GUARD.

William H. Wood.

Maj.

2d

S.

Sib,

S.

U.
U.
19tli U.
19th U.

S.

S.

Cavalry, Companies E, F, H, and K, Capt. Georc^e A. Gordon.
Infantry, Companies A, D, F, and G, Capt. Royal T. Frank.
Infantry, Company G, Capt. Edmund L. Smith.
Infantry, Company H, Capt. Henry S. Welton.

HEADQUARTERS GUARD.
Granville

Maj.

O.

Haller.

Sturo^es (Illinois) Rifles,! Capt. James Steel.
9:id New York, Lieut. Col. Benjamin C. Butler.

quartermaster’s guard.
U.

1st

S.

Cavalry, Companies B, C, H, and

I,

Capt. Marcus A. Reno.

FIRST ARMY CORPS.t
(1.) Maj.
(2.) Brig.

Gen. Joseph Hooker. ^
Gen. George G. Meade.

ESCORT.

2d

New York

Cavalry, Companies A, B,

I,

and K, Capt. John E. Naylor.

First Division.
Gen. Rufus King.
Gen. John P. Hatch. H
Brig. Gen. Abner Doubleday.

(1.) Brig.
(2.) Brig.
(:l.)

||

Third Brigade.

First Brigade.

Col.

22d
24th
JOth
84th

Walter Phelps,

Brig. Gen.

jr.

New York, Lieut. Col. John McKie, jr.
New York, Capt. John D. O’Brian.
New York, Col. William M. Searing.
New York (14th Militia), Maj. William H. do Bevoise.

2d U.

S.

Fourth Brigade.
Brig. Gen.

Abner Doubleday.

(1.) Brig. Gen.
(2.) Col. William
(3.) Lieut. Col. J.

William Hofmann.

New York

Col.

William P. Waiiiwright.
Capt. John W. Young.

t

t

this

command

is

Thomas

S. Allen.

:

Lieut. Col. Edward S. Bragg.
Maj. Rufus R. Dawes.
7th Wisconsin, Capt. John B. Callis.

not fully reported on the returns,

Detached at Washington, D. C., since September 7.
Designation changed from Third Corps, Army of Virginia, to First Army Corps

by General Orders, No.
^

Gth Wisconsin

York, Maj. Edward Pye.
Pennsylvania
Lieut. Col. J. William Hofmann.
Capt. Frederick Williams.

W. Dudley.

Lucius Fairchild.

Lieut. Col.

New

The composition of

Col. Solomon Meredith.
Lieut. Col. Alois O. Bachman.

Capt. William
2d Wisconsin

Col.

*

John Gibbon.

19th Indiana

P.Wainwright.'^

7th Indiana, Maj. Ira G. Grover.

GGtIi

New York, Col. William F. Rogers.
New York, Col. Henry C. Hoffman.
New York, Col. Newton B. Lord.
New York (20th Militia), Lieut. Col.

Henry A. V.

Second Brigade.

95th

R. Patrick.

Theodore B. Gates.

Sharpshooters, Col.

Post.

7r)th

21st

23d
35th
80th

Marsena

129,

Wounded September

17.

Adjutant- General’s Office, Seiitemher 12, 1862.
Relieved September 14.
^ Wounded September
|1

14.

:
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Ariillery.

Capt. J.

Albert Monroe.

New Hampshire

Light, First Battery, Lieut. Frederick M. Edgell.
Ist Rhode Island Light, Battery D, Capt. J. Albert Monroe.
1st New York Light, Battery L, Capt. John A Reynolds.
4th United States, Battery B
Capt. Joseph B. Campbell.
Lieut. James Stewart.
:

.

Second Division.
James B. Ricketts.

Brig. Gen.

Second Brigade.

First Brigade.

Brig. Gen.

97th
104th
10.5th

New
New
New

(1.) Col.

Abram Duryea.

(2.) Col.

Y^ork, Col.

Howard

New

York, Lieut. Col. Richard 11.
Richardson.
94th New York, Lieut. Col. Calvin Lit-

York, Maj. Charles Northrup.
York, Maj. Lewis C. Skinner.

107th Pennsylvania,

26th

Carroll.

Mac

Capt. James

William A. Christian.
Peter Lyle.

tlefield.

Thomson.

88th Pennsylvania:
Lieut. Col. George W. Gile.
Capt. Henry R. Myers.

90th Pennsylvania:
Col. Peter Lyle.
Lieut. Col. William A. Leech.

Third Brigade.
(1.) Brig. Gen. George L. Hartsuff."'
(2.) Col. Richard Coulter.

IGth Maine,! Col. Asa W. Wildes.
12th Massachusetts
Maj. Elisha Burbank.
Ca])t. Benjamin F. Cook.
Massachusetts,
Maj. J. Parker Gould.
13th
York (9th Militia), Lieut. Col. William Atterbury.
New
83d
11th Pennsylvania:
Col. Richard Coulter.
Capt. David M. Cook.
Ariillery.

Pennsylvania Light, Battery F, Capt. Ezra W. Matthews.
Pennsylvania Light, Battery C, Capt. James Thompson.
Ist

Third Division.
(1.) Brig.
(2.) Brig.

Gen.
Gen.

George

G.

Meade.

Truman Seymour.
Second Brigade.

First Brigade.

Gen.
R. Biddle Roberts.

(1.) Brig.
(2.) Col.

Truman Seymour.

Col.

3d

2d

Pennsylvania Reserves
Col. R. Biddle Roberts.
Capt. William C. Talley.
Pennsylvania Reserves, Capt. James

.5th

Pennsylvania Reserves, Col. Joseph

1st

.

N. Byrnes.

W. Fisher.
6th Pennsylvania Reserves,
iam

Albert

Magilton.

Pennsylvania Reserves, Lieut. Col.

John Clark.
4th Pennsylvania Reserves, Maj. John
Nyce.
7th Pennsylvania Reserves;
Col.

Col. Will-

L.

Henry

C. Bolinger.

Maj. Chauncey A. Lyman.
8th Pennsylvania Reserves, Maj. Silas M.
Baily.

Sinclair.

13th Pennsylvania Reserves (1st Rifles)
Col. Hugh W. McNeil.
Capt. Dennis McGee.
*
t

Wounded September 17.
Joined September 9, and detached September 13 as railroad guard.
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Third Brujade.
(1.) Col.
(2.)

Thomas F. Gallagher.*
Egbert Anderson.

Lieut. Col.

Peunsylvauia Eeserves:
Lieut. Col. Eobert Anderson.

Otli

Capt. Samuel B. Dick.

Pennsylvania Eeserves

lOtli

Lieut. Col.

:

,

Adoniram

Warner.

J.

Capt. Jonathan P. Smith.
11th Pennsylvania Eeserves, Lieut. Col. Samuel M. Jackson.
12th Peuusylvania Eeserves, Capt. Eichard Gustin.
Artillery.

Pennsylvania Light, Battery A, Lieut. John G. Simpson.
Pennsylvania Light, Battery B, Capt. James H. Coox^er.
Peunsylvauia Light, Battery G,t Lieut. Frank P. Amsden.
5th United States, Battery C, Capt. Dunhar E. Eansom.
1st
1st
1st

SECOND AEMY COEPS.
Maj. Gen.

Edwin

V. Sumner.

ESCORT.

New York
New York

Gth
Gth

Cavalry, Company D, Cajit. Henry W. Lyon.
Cavalry, Comx)any K, Capt. Eiley Johnson.

First Division.
(1.) Maj.
(2.) Brig.
(3.) Brig.

Gen. Israel B. Eiciiardson. t
Gen. John C. Caldwell.
Gen. Winfield S. Hancock.
Second Brigade.

First Brigade.

John

Brig. Gen.

5th

New

Hamxishire,

C.

Brig. Gen.
(2.) Col. John
(1.)

Caldwell.

Col.

Edward

E.

Cross.

Thomas

F.

Meagher.

Burke.

29th Massachusetts, Lieut, Col. Joseph H.
Barnes.
,

New York, Capt. Charles Brestel.
( Col. Francis C. Barlow.
Gist New York
Lieut. Col. Nelson A.
G4th New York {
Miles.
7th

G3d

New York
Col. John Burke.
Lieut. Col. Henry Fowler.
Maj. Eichard C. Bentley.
Cajit. Joseidi O’Neill.

T

^

(

81st Pennsylvania, Maj.

11.

Boyd McKeen.
G9th

New

York:

Lieut. Col.

James

Kelly.

Maj. James Cavanagh.
88th New York, Lieut. Col. Patrick Kelly.
Third Brigade.
Col.

John

E. Brooke.

2d Dehiware, Capt. David L. Strieker.
New York, Col. Paul Frank.

.52d
.57th

New York
Lieut. Col. Philip J. Parisen.
Maj. Alford B. Chapman.

*

GGth

Now York

53d

Capt. Julius Wehle.
Lieut. Col. James H. Bull.
Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Eichards McMichael.

Wounded

Sexitembcr

14.

Detached at Washington, D.
t Wounded September 17.

+

C., since

September

G.

J
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Artillery.

Lst

New York

4th U.

S.,

Light, Battery B, Capt. Kufns D. Pettit.
Batteries A and C, Lieut. Evan Thomas.

Second Division.
(1.)

(2.)

Maj. Gen. John Sedgwick.^
Brig. Gen. Oliver O. Howard.
Second Brigade.

First Brigade.

Willis A. Gorman.

Brig. Gen.

Ihth Massachusetts, Lieut. Col.

(2.) Col.

Gen. Oliver O. Howard.
Joshua T. Owen.

(3.) Col.

De Witt

(1.) Brig.

John W.

Kimball.
lst Minnesota, Col. Alfred Sully.
34th New York, Col. James A. Suiter.
82d New York (2d Militia), Col. Henry

C.

Baxter.

69th Pennsylvania, Col. Joshua T. Owen.
7l8t Pennsylvania:
Col. Isaac J. Wistar.

W. Hudson.

Lieut. Richard P. Smith (adju-

Massachusetts Sharpshooters, First Company, Capt. John Saunders.
Minnesota Sharpshooters, Second Company, Capt. William F. Russell.

tant).

Capt. Enoch E. Lewis.
Pennsylvania, Col. De Witt C. Bax-

72d

ter.

106th Pennsylvania, Col. Turner G. Morehead.

Third Brigade.
(2.) Col.

Napoleon

Gen.

(1.) Brig.

Norman

J.

J. T.

Dana.*

Hall.

19 th Massachusetts
Col. Edward W. Hinks.
Lieut. Col. Arthur F. Devereux.
20th Massachusetts, Col. William R. Lee.

7th Michigan:
Col.

Norman

J. Hall.

Capt. Charles J. Hunt.

42d

New York:

Lieut. Col. George N. Bomford.’
Maj. James E. Mallon.
59th New York, Col. William L. Tidhall.
Artillery.

1st
1st

Rhode Island Light, Battery A, Capt. John A. Tompkins.
United States, Battery

I,

Lieut. George A. Woodruff.

Third Division.
William H. French.

Brig. Gen.

Second Brigade.

First Brigade.

Brig. Geu.

Nathan Kimball.

Col.

14th Indiana, C<d. William Harrow.
8th Oliio, Lieut. Col. Franklin Sawyer.

132d

7th

Pennsyivania:
Col. Richard A. Oakford.
Lieut. Col. Vincent M. Wilcox.

West

Dwight Morris.

14th Connecticut, Lieut. Col. Sanford
H. Perkins.
108th New York, Col. Oliver H. Palmer.
130th Pennsylvania, Col. Henry 1, Zinn.

Virginia, Col. Joseph Snider.

Third Brigade.
(1.) Brig.
(2.) Col.

1st

Gen.

Max Weber.*

John W. Andrews.

Delaware:
Col.

John W. Andrews.

Lieut. Col. Oliver Hopkinsou.

5th Maryland
Maj. Leopold Blumcnherg.
Capt. E. F. M. Fachtz.
4th New York, Lieut. Col. John D. McGregor.
*

Wounded September

17.
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UNATTACHED ARTILLERY.
Isfc

Ist
1st

New York Light,

Battery G, Capt. John D. Frank.
Rhode Island Light, Battery B, Capt. John G. Hazard.
Rhode Island Light, Battery G, Capt. Charles D. Owen.

FOURTH ARMY CORPS.
First Division.*
Maj* Gen. Darius N. Couch.
First Brigade.

Second Brigade.

Charles Devens,

Brig. Gen.

Jr.

,

Brig. Gen.

Albion

P.

Howe.

7th Massachusetts, Col. David A. Russell.
10th Massachusetts, Col. Henry L. Eustis.
30th New York, Col. William H. Browne.

62d New York, Col. David J. Nevin.
93d Pennsylvania, Col. James M. Mc-

2d Rhode Island, Col. Frank Wheaton.

Pennsylvania, Col. John F. Ballier.
102d Pennsylvania, Col. Thomas A. Row-

Carter.
98tli

ley.

139tli

Pennsylvania,! Col. Frank H. Col
lier.

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen.
()5th

07th
122d

John Cochrane.

New York, Col. Alexander Shaler.
New York, Col. Julius W. Adams.
New York, Col. Silas Titus.

23d Pennsylvania, Col. Thomas H. Neill.
01st Pennsylvania, Col. George C. Spear.
82d Pennsylvania, Col. David H. Williams.
Artillei'y.

New York

Light, Third Battery,! Capt. William Stuart.
1st Pennsylvania Light, Battery C, Capt. Jeremiah McCarthy.
Ist Pennsylvania Light, Battery D, Capt. Michael Hall.
2d United States, Battery G, Lieut. John H. Butler.

FIFTH ARMY CORPS.
Maj. Gen. Fitz

John Porter.

ESCORT.
Ist

Maine Cavalry (detachment), Capt. George

J.

Summat.

First Division.
Maj. Gen.

George W. Morell.
Second Brigade.

First Brigade.

Col.

James Barnes.

Maine, Col. Charles W. Roberts.
18th Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. Joseph
Hayes.
22d Massachusetts, Lieut. Col. William
2d

S. Tilton.

Michigan, Capt. Emory W. Belton.
13th. New York, Col. Elisha G. Marshall.
25th. New York, Col. Charles A. Johnson.
118th Pennsylvania, Col. Charles M. Pre1st

Brig. Gen.

Charles Griffin.

2d District of Columbia, Col. Charles
M. Alexander.
Massachusetts,
Col.
Patrick R.
Guiney.
32d Massachusetts, Col Francis J. Parker.
4th Michigan, Col. Jonathan W. Childs.
14th New York, Col. James McQuade.
62d Pennsylvania, Col. Jacob B. Sweitzer.
9tli

.

vost.

Massachusetts Sharpshooters, Second Company, Capt. Lewis E. Wentworth.
*
t

Assigned to the Sixth Corps as the Third Division September 26, 1862.
Joined September 17.
! Joined September lb.

CllAl*.
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Third Brigade.

W. Stockton.

Col. T. B.

Maine, Col. Adelbert Ames.
Michigan, Lieut. Col. Norval E. Welch.
12th New York, Cajjt. William Huson.
ITtli New York, Lieut. Col. Nelson B. Bartram.
44th New York, Maj. Freeman Conner.
83d Pennsylvania, Capt. Orpheus S. Woodward.
Michigan Sharpshooters, Brady’s company, Lieut. Jonas
20tLi
IGtli

II.

Titus, jr.

Artillery.

Massachusetts Light, Battery C, Capt. Augustus P. Martin.
1st Rhode Island Light, Battery C, Capt. Richard Waterman.
5th United States, Battery D, Lieut. Charles E. Hazlett.
Sharpshooters.
1st

United States,

Caxjt.

John B.

Isler.

Second Division.
Brig. Gen.

Geokge Sykes.
Second Brigade.

First Brigade.

Lieut. Col.

Robert

C.

Buchanan.

Maj. Charles S. Lovell.

3d United States, Cajd. John D. Wilkins.
4ih United States, Cai)t. Hiram Dryer.
12th United States, First Battalion, Cax)t.

Matthew M. Blunt.
Second Battalion,
Capt. Thomas M. Anderson.
14th United States, First Battalion, Cai)t.
W. Harvey Brown.
14th United States, Second Battalion,
Capt. David B. McKibhin.

12111

United States,

andCth United States, Caxd. Levi C.

1st

Bootes.

2d and 10th United States, Capt. John
S. Poland.
11th United States, Caxit. DeL. FloydJones.
17th United States, Maj. George L. Andrews.

Third Brigade.
Col.

5th
10th

Gouveeneur

K.

Warren.

New York, Capt. Cleveland Winslow.
New York, Lieut. Col. John W. Marshall.
Artillery.

United States, Batteries E and G, Lieut. Alauson M. Randol.
5th United States, Battery I, Capt. Stephen H. Weed.
5th United States, Battery K, Lieut. William E. Van Reed.
1st

Third Division.*
Brig. Gen.

Andrew

A.

Humphreys.

First Brigade.

Brig. Gen.

91st Pennsylvania, Col. Edgar M. Gregory.
12Cth Pennsylvania, Col. James G. Elder.
129th Pennsylvania, Col. Jacob G. Frick.
134th Pennsylvania, Col. Matthew S.

Quay.
*

^

Second Brigade.

Erastus B. Tyler.

This division was organized September

Col.

Peter H. Allabach.

123d Pennsylvania, Col. John B. Clark.
131st Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. William
B. Shaut.
133d Pennsylvania, Col. Franklin B.

Speakman.
155 th Pennsylvania, Col.
12,

and rcaehed the

Edward J. Allen.

battle-field Septerp-
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Artillery.

Capt. Lucius N. Eobinson.
Isl
1st

New York

Battery C, Capt. Almoiit Barnes.
Ohio Light, Battery L, Capt. Lucius N. Kohiuson.

ARTILLERY RESERVE.*
Lieut. Col.

William Hays.

New York Light, Battery A, Lieut. Bernhard Wever.
New York Light, Battery B, Lieut. Alfred von Kleiser.
New York Light, Battery C, Capt. Eohert Langner.
.Battalion Now York Light, Battery D, Capt. Charles Kusserow.
New York Light, Fifth Battery, Capt. Elijah D. Taft.
Ist
1st
1st
1st

Battalion
Battalion
Battalion

1st United Stetes, Battery K, Capt. William M. Graham.
4th United States, Battery G, Lieut. Marcus P. Miller.

SIXTH AKMY COKPS.
William

Maj. Gen.

B.

Franklin.

ESCORT.
6th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Comiianies

B and

G, Capt.

Henry

P. Muirheid.

First Diviseon.
Maj. Gen.

Henry W. Slocum.
Second Brigade.

First Brigade.

Col.
1st

Alfred

New Jersey,

T. A.

Torbert.

Lieut. Col.

Col.

Mark W.

Col-

let.

New Jersey,
New Jersey,
4th Now Jersey,

2d
‘.Id

Col.
Col.
Col.

Samuel L. Buck.
Henry W. Brown.
William B. Hatch.

Joseph

J.

Bartlett.

5th Maine, Col. Nathaniel J. Jackson.
Kith New York, Lieut. Col. Joel J. Seaver.
27th New York, Lieut. Col. Alexander D.

Adams.
96th Pennsylvania, Col. Henry L. Cake.

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen.

18th
Jlst

J2d

New York,
New York,
New York

John Newton.

Lieut. Col. George R. Myers.
Lieut. Col. Francis E. Pinto.
:

Col. Roderick Mathoson.
Maj. Geoige F. Lemon.
95th Pennsylvania, Col. Gustavus

W. Town.

Artillery.

Capt.

Emory Upton.

Maryland Light, Battery A, Capt. John W. Wolcott.
Massachusetts Light, Battery A, Capt. Josiah Porter.
New Jersey Light, Battery A, Capt. William Hexarner.
2d United States, Battery 1), Lieut. Edward B. Williston.
* Batteries detached from the reserve are embraced in the roster of the commands
with which they served.

:
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Second Division.
Maj. Gen.

William

F. Smith.

Second Brigade.

First Brigade.

Gen. Winfield
Amasa Cobb.

(1.) Brig.
(2.) Col.

S.

Hancock.*

Maine, Col. Hiram Burnham.
43d New York, Maj. John Wilson.
49th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. William
Ctli

Brisbane.
137th Pennsylvania, Col.

Henry M. Bcs-

Brig. Gen.

W.

T. H.

Brooks.

2d Vermont, Maj. James H. Walhridge.
3d Vermont, Col. Breed N. Hyde.
4th Vermont, Lieut. Col. Charles B.
Stoughton.
5th Vermont, Col. Lewis A. Grant.
6th Vermont, Maj. Oscar L. Tuttle.

sert.

5th Wisconsin, Col.

Amasa Cohh.
Third Brigade.

William H. Irwin.
7th Maine, Maj. Thomas W. Hyde.
Col.

20th
33d
49th

New York, Col. Ernest von Vegesack.
New York, Lieut. Col. Joseph W. Corning.
New York
Lieut. Col. William C. Alberger.

77th

Maj. George W. Johnson.
York, Capt. Nathan S. Babcock.

New

Artillery,

Romeyn

Capt.

t

B. Ayres.

Maryland Light, Battery B, Lieut. Theodore J. Vauneman.
Now York Light, 1st Battery, Capt. Andrew Cowan.
Lieut. Leonard Martin.
5th United States, Battery

NINTH ARMY CORPS.
Maj. Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside,
Maj. Gen. Jesse L. Reno. ^
Brig. Gen. Jacob D. Cox.

t

ESCORT.
1st

Maine Cavalry, Company G, Capt. Zehulou B. Blethcn.
First Division.

Orlando

Brig. Gen.

28th

Benjamin

C. Chris?.

Massachusetts, Capt. Andrew

Willcox.
Second Brigade.

First Brigade.
Col.

B.

Col.

P. Ca-

Thomas Welsh.

8th Michigan

:

H

Frank Graves.
Maj. Ralph Ely.
46th New York, Lieut. Col. Joseph Gerhardt.
45tli Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. John I.
Curtin.
100th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. David A.
Leckey.
Lieut. Col.

17th Michigan, Col. William H. Withington.

79th

New

York, Lieut. Col. David Morri-

son.

50th Pennsylvania
Maj. Edward Overton.
Capk William H. Diehl.

* Assigned to command of First Division, Second Army Corps, September 17.
tTlie Third Battery New York Light Artillery transferred to Couch’s division Sep-

tember

15.

On

the 10th and 17th Major-General Burnside exercised general command on the
left, and Brigadier-General Cox was in immediate command of the corps.
$ Killed September 14.
Transferred from First Brigade September 16,
X
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Artillery.

Massacliiisetts Light, Eighth Battery, Capt. Asa M. Cook.
‘2d Uuited States, Batter^'- E, Lieut. Samuel N. Benjamin.

Second Division.
Samuel D. Sturgis.

Brig. Gen.

Second Brigade.

First Brigade.

Brig. Gen.

James Nagle.

Brig. Gen.

Edward Ferrero.

Maryland, Lieut. Col. J. Eugene 21st Massachusetts, Col. William S. Clark.
35th Massachusetts
Duryea.
Col. Edward A. Wild.
Cth New Hampshire, Col. Simon G. Griffin.
Lieut. Col. Sumner Carruth.
9th New Hampshire, Col. Enoch Q. Fel51st New York, Col. Robert B. Potter.
lows.
48th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Joshua K.
51st Pennsylvania, Col. John F. Hart‘2d

:

.

ranft.

Sigfried.
Artillery.

Pennsylvania Light, Battery D, Capt. George W. Durell.
4th United States, Battery E, Capt. Josejih C. Clark, jr.

Third Division.
Brig. Gen. Isaac P.

Rodman.*
Second Brigade.

First Brigade.

Col.

Harrison

S.

Fairchild.

New

York, Lieut. Col. Edgar A.
Kimball.
89th New York, Maj. Edward Jardine.
103d New York, Maj. Benjamin Ringold.
9th

Edward Harland.

Col.

8th Connecticut:
Lieut. Col. Hiram A])pelman.
Maj. John E. Ward.
11th Connecticut, Col. Henry AY. Kingsbury.
16th Connecticut,! Col. Francis Beach.
4th Rhode Island
Col. William H. P. Steere.
Lieut. Col. Joseph B. Curtis.

Artillery.

5th United States, Battery A, Lieut. Charles P. Muhlenberg.

Kanawha

Division.

(1.) Brig. Gen. Jacob D. Cox.
(2.) Col. Eltakim P. Scammon.

Second Brigade.

First Brigade.
(1.) Col.
(2.) Col.

Eliakim P. Scammon.
Hugh Ewing.

Col.

George Crook.

11th Ohio
Lieut. Col. Augustus H. Coleman.
Ohio
Maj. Lyman J. Jackson.
Lieut. Col. Rutherford B. Hayes. 28th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Gottfried Becker.
36th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Melvin Clarke.
Maj. James M. Comly.

12th Ohio, Col. Carr B. White.
‘23d

30th Ohio

Schambeck’s
Col.

Hugh

Ev/iug.

Lieut. Col. Theodore Jones.
Maj. George H. Hildt.
Light
Artillery, First Battery, Capt.
Ohio
James R. McMuliin.

company

Chicago

Gilmore’s company West Virginia Cavalry,
Lieut. James Abraham.
Harrison’s company West Virginia Cavalry, Lieut. Dennis Delaney.

Wounded September

17.

Dra-

goons, Capt. Frederick Schambeck.
Kentucky Light Artillery, Simmonds’ battery, Capt. Seth J. Simmonds.

t

Assigned September

16.

:

:
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UNATTACHED.

New York Cavalry (eight companies), Col. Thomas C. Devin.
Ohio Cavalry, Third independant Company, Lieut. Jonas Seamen.
3d U. S. Artillery, Batteries L and M, Capt. John Edwards, jr.

Otli

TWELFTH ARMY
(1.) Maj.
(2.) Brig.

CORPS.*

Gen. Joseph K. F. Mansfield.!
Gen. Alpheus S. Williams.

ESCOPT.
Ist

Michigan Cavalry, Company L, Capt. Melvin Brower.
First Division.
(1.) Brig.
(2.) Brig.
(3.) Brig.

Gen, Alpheus S. Williams.
Gen. Samuel W. Crawford.];
Gen. George H. Gordon.
Third Brigade.

First Brigade.
(1.) Brig.
(2.) Col.

Gen.

Samuel W. Crawford.

Joseph

5th Connecticut,

*5

(2.) Col.

W. Da-

Capt. Henry

holl.

10th Maine, Col. George L. Beak
28th Now York, Capt. William
4()th

(1.) Brig.

F. Knipe.

H.

IT.

Mapes.
Pennsylvania

Gen. George H. Gordon.
Thomas H. Ruger.

27th Indiana, Col. Silas Colgrove.
2d Massachusetts, Col. Gieorge L. Andrews.
13th
107th

New Jersey, Col. Ezra A. Carman.
New York, Col. R. B. Van Valkenburgh.

Col. Joseph* F. Knipe.
Lieut. Col. .James L. Selfridgo.

Zouaves d’Afriquo,!! Pennsylvania.
3d Wisconsin, Col. Thomas H. Ruger.

124th Pennsylvania:
Col. Josoiih W. Hawley.
Maj. Isaac L. Haldeman.
125th Pennsylvania, Col. Jacob Higgins.
128th Pennsylvania:
Col. Samuel Croasdalo.*
Lieut. Col. William W. Hammersly.
Maj. Joel B. Wanner.

Second Division.
Brig. Gen.

George

S.

Greene.
Second Brigade.

First Brigade.
(1.) Lieut. Col.
(2.)

Hector Tynd ALE. IT

Col.

Henry

J.

Stainrook.

Maj. Orrin J. Crane.

5th Ohio, Maj. John Collins.
7th Ohio
Maj. Orrin J. Crane.
Capt. Frederick A. Seymour.
29th Ohio,** Lieut. Theron S. Winship.
G6th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Eugene Powell.
28th Pennsylvania, Maj. Ario Pardee, jr.

3d Maryland, Lieut. Col. Joseph M.
Sudsburg.
102d New York, Lieut. Col. James C.
Lane.
109th Pennsylvania, tt Capt. George E.
Seymour.
111th Pennsylvania, Maj. Thomas M. Walker.

t

Designation changed from Second Corps, Army of Virginia, to Twelfth Army
by General Orders, No. 129, Adjutant-General’s OfiSce, September 12, 1862.
Mortally wounded September 17.

X

Wounded September

*

Corps,

^
il

17.

Detached at Frederick, Md., since September

No

if

officers

present

;

enlisted

Wounded September

17.

men

•**

of

15.

company attached to Second Massachusetts,

Detached September

9. « tt

Detached September

13.

:
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Third Brigade.
(1.) Col.

(2.)

William B. Goodiucil*
Jonathan Austin.

Lieut. Col.

3d Delaware, Maj. Arthur Magimiis.
Purnell Legion, Maryland, Lieut. Col. Benjamin L. Simpson.
GOth New York, Lieut. Col. Charles R. Brundage.
78th New York
Lieut. Col. Jonathan Austin.
Capt. Henry R. Stagg.

ARTILLEIiy.

Clermont

Capt.

L. Best.

Maine Light, 4th Battery, Capt. O’Neil W. Robinson.
Maine Light, 6th Battery, Capt. Freeman McGilvery.
1st New York Light, Battery M, Capt. George W. Cothran.
New York Light, 10th Battery, Capt. John T. Bruen.
Pennsylvania Light, Battery E, Capt. Joseph M. Knap.
Pennsylvania Light, Battery F, Capt. Robert B. Hampton.
4th United States, Battery F, Lieut.

Edward

D. Muhlenberg.

CAVALRY DIVISION.
Brig. Gen.

Alfred Pleasonton.
Third Brigade.

First Brigade.

Maj.

Charles

J.

Whiting.

Richard H. Rush.

Col.

5th United States, Cajit. Joseiih H. McArthur.
Cth United States, Capt. William P. Sanders.

4th Pennsylvania

r

Col. James H. Childs.
Lieut. Col. James K. Kerr.
6th Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. C.

Ross

Smith.
Second Brigade.

Fourth Brigade.
Col.

John

F.

m

Farnsworth.

Col.

Maj. William H. Medill.
3d Indiana, Maj. George H. Chapman.
1st Massachusetts, Capt. Casper Crowuin-

8th

Andrew

T.

McReynolds.

Illinois,

shield.

8th Pennsylvania, Capt. Peter Keenan

1st New York, Maj. xilonzo W. Adams.
12th Pennsylvania, Maj. James A. Cougdon.

[?].

Fifth Brigade.
Col.

8th

New

Benjamin

F. Davis.

York, Col. Benjamin F. Davis.

3d Pennsylvania, Lieut. Col. Samuel

W. Owen.

Artillery.

2d
2d
2d
3d

United
United
United
United

States,
States,
States,
States,

Battery A, Capt. John C. Tidball.
Batteries B and L, Capt. James M. Robertson.
Battery M, Lieut. Peter C. Hains.
Batteries C and G, Capt. Horatio G. Gibson.
Unattached.

1st Maine Cavalry,! Col. Samuel H. Allen.
15th Pennsylvania Cavalry (detachment). Col. William J. Palmer.

^Killed September 17.

t

Detached at Vrcderipk, Md.
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Reports of Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan, U. S. Army, commanding Army
of the Potomac, of the battles of South Alountain and Antietam, ivith
congratulatory orders,"^ &c.

Near Sharpseurg,

Md.,

—

September 29, 1862 1.30 p. in.
I have the honor to report the following as some of the results of the
battles of South Mountain and Antietam: At South Mountain our loss
was 443 killed, 1,806 wounded, and 76 missing; total, 2,325. At Antietam our loss was 2,010 killed, 0,416 wounded, and 1,043 missing;
Total loss in the two battles, 14,794.t The loss of rebels
total, 12,469.
in the two battles, as near as can be ascertained from the number of
their dead found upon the field, and from other data, will not fall short
of the following estimate: Major Davis, assistant inspector-general, who
superintends the burial of the dead, reports about 3,000 rebels buried
ui^on the field of Antietam by our own troops. Previous to this, however, the rebels had buried many of their own dead upon the distant
portion of the battle-field, which they occupied after the battle i)robably at least 500. The loss of the rebels at South Mountain cannot be
ascertained with accuracy, but as our troops continually drove them
from the commencement of the action, and a much greater number of
tbeir dead were seen on the field than of our own men, it is not unreasonable to sui)pose that their loss was greater than ours. Estimating
their killed at 500, the total rebel killed in the two battles would be
This
4,000, according to the ratio of our own killed and wounded.
would make their loss in wounded 18,742, as nearly as can be determined at this time. The number of prisoners taken by our troops in the
two battles will, at the lowest estimate, amount to 5,000. The full returns will no doubt show a larger number. Of these about 1,200 are
wounded. This gives the rebel loss in killed and wounded and prisoners 25,542.
It will be observed that this does not include their stragglers, the number of whom is said by citizens here to be large.
It may
be safely concluded, therefore, that the rebel army lost at least 30,000
of their best troops during their brief campaign in Maryland. From
the time our troops first encountered the enemy in Maryland until he
was driven back into Virginia, we captured 13 guns, 7 caissons, 0 limbers, 2 field forges, 2 caisson bodies, 39 colors, and 1 signal flag.
have not lost a single gun or color on the battle-field of Antietam. Fourteen thousand small-arms were collected, besides the large number carried off by citizens and those distributed on the ground to recruits and
other unarmed men arriving immediately after the battle. At South
Mountain no collection of small-arms was made, owing to the haste of
the pursuit from that point. Four hundred were taken on the opi)Osite
side of the Potomac.
GEO. B. McClellan,
Major- General, Commanding.
Major-General IIalleck, General-in-Chief.

—

We

Major-General

Washington, D. C.,
McClellan, Commanding, dec.:

September 30, 1862.

General: Your report of yesterday, giving the results of the battles
of Soutli Mountain and Antietam, has been received and submitted to
tlie President.
Tliese were liard-fought battles, but well-earned and
*

See also general reports, pp.

:iG-04.

+

But

sec revised statement, pp. 184-204.

:

182

OPERATIONS IN

N. VA.,

W.

:

VA., MD.,

AND

PA.

[Chap.

XXXI.

The valor and endurance of your army in the several conflicts which terminated in the expulsion of the enemy from the
loyal State of Maryland are creditable alike to the troops and to the
officers who commanded them.
grateful country, while mourning the
lamented dead, will not be unmindful of the honors due the living.
decided victories.

A

H.

W. HALLEGK,
General-in- Chief.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 19, 1862—8.15 p. m. (Eeceived 8.30 p. m.)
Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, General-in-Chief
As an act of justice to the merits of that most excellent officer, Maj.
Gen. Joseph Hooker, who was eminently conspicuous for his gallantry
and ability as a leader in several hard-fought battles in Virginia, and
who, in the battle of Antietam Greek, on the 17th instant, was wounded
at the head of his corps while leading it forward in action, I most
urgently recommend him for the appointment of brigadier-general in
the H. S. Army, to fill the vacancy created by the death of the late
Brigadier-General Mansfield. This would be but a fit reward for the
service General Hooker rendered his country. I feel sure his appointment would gratify the entire army.
GEO. B. McGLELLAN,
Major- General.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Gamp near SharpshmpyMd., September 22, 1862.
Brigadier-General Thomas,
Adjutant -General^ TJ. S. Army

General There will be sent to you, with other trophies of the engagement on Antietam Greek, a battle-flag which was taken by Private
Thomas Hare, of Gompany 13, Eighty-ninth Eegiment New York VolunPrivate Hare was afterward killed.
teers, in the most gallant manner.
I beg that a copy of this letter may be referred to the Gommissioner
:

of Pensions, with the request that he will extend every facility to the
family of the deceased in obtaining readily the pension to which they
are entitled under the law. I also request that this communication may
be laid before the President, with the hope that he will be pleased to
ask of Gongress to mark their appreciation of the gallantry and devotion of Private Hare by some additional provision for his family, or in
any other way in which they may see fit.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. B. McGLELLAN,
Major- General,

General Orders,

)

IT.

S.

Army.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,

Camp near Sharpsburg, Md., October 3, 1862.
The commanding general extends his congratulations to the army
under his command for the victories achieved by their bravery at the
passes of the South Mountain and upon the Antietam Greek.
The brilliant conduct of Eeno’s and Hooker’s corps, under Burnside,
No. 160.

1

at Turner’s Gap, and of Franklin’s corps at Grampton’s Pass, in which,
in the face of an enemy strong in position and resisting with obstinacy,
they carried the mountain and prepared the way for the advance of the
army, won for them the admiration of their brethren in arms.

..
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In the memorable battle of the Antietam we defeated a numerous
and powerful army of the enemy, in an action desperately fought and
remarkable for its duration and for the destruction of life which attended
The obstinate bravery of the troops of Hooker, Mansfield, and Sumit.
ner, the dashing gallantry of those of Franklin on the right, the sturdy
valor of those of Burnside on the left, and the vigorous support of Porter
and Pleasonton, present a brilliant spectacle to our countrymen which
Fourteen guns, 39
will swell their hearts with pride and exultation.
colors, 15,500 stand of arms, and nearly 6,000 prisoners taken from the
enemy, are evidences of the completeness of our triumph. A grateful country will thank this noble army for achievements which have
rescued the loyal States of the East from the ravages of the invader
and have driven him from their borders.
While rejoicing at the victories which, under God’s blessing, have
crowned our exertions, let us cherish the memory of our brave companions who have laid down their lives upon the battle-field. Martyrs in
their country’s cause, their names will ever be enshrined in the hearts
of the peoide.

By command

of Major-General McClellan

:

S.

WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

No.

3.

Return of Casualties in the Union for ees at the

hattle

of Cramptords Pass

Md.
[Compiled from nominal

lists

of casualties, returns, &c.]

Wounded.

Killed.

Captured
or missing.

Command.

General staff
5ili Maine Infantry
1st New J ersey Infantry. .
2d New Jersey Infantry. .
3d New Jersey Infantry. .
4th New Jersey Infantry. .
ICth New York Infantry
18th New York Infantry
27th New York Infantry
31st New York Infantry
32d New York Infantry
95th Pennsylvania Infantry.
9Gth Pennsylvania Infantry
2d Vermont Infantry
4th Vermont Infantry
6th Vermont Infantry
Total.

19

108

533

399

OFFIOEBS KILLED.
Lieut. Josiah S. Studdeford,

Fourth

New

Maj. Lewis

,J.

Lieut. John
vania.

.Jersey.

Capt. William Horsfall, 18th New York.
Lieut. Louis R. Wright, 32d New York.

Martin, 96th Pennsylvauia.
Dougherty, 9Cth Pennsyl-

OFFICERS MORTALLY WOUNDED.
Col. Roderick

Matheson,32d

New

Maj. George F. Lemon, 32d

York.
|

New

York.

.

.
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Return of Casualties in the Union forces at the
{Turner'^s Pass)^
[Compiled from nominal

lists

[CiiAr.XXXl.

battle

of South Mountain

Md.

of casualties, returns,

«fcc.]

Wounded.

Killed.

Captured
or missing.

Command,

RIGHT WIXG, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC.
Maj. Gen.

Amuuose

First

Army

E. Burnside.

Cords.

Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker.
FIRST DIVISION.
(1.)
(2.)

Brig. Gen.
Brig. Gen.

JOHN P. HxVTCH.*
Ahneu Douddeday.

Stall

First Brigade.
Col.

22d
24tli

Walter Phelps,

Jr.

New York
New York

30th New York
84th New York (14th Militia).
2d U. S. Sharpshooters

Total First Brigade

20

63

95

48

59

Second Brigade.
(1.)
(2.)

(3.)

Brig. Gen. Abner Doubleday.
Col. William P. Wainwright.*
Lieut. Col. J. William Hofmann.

7th Indiana
76th New York
95th New York
56th Pennsylvania

Total Second Brigade

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen.

Marsena

R. Patrick.

New York.
23d New York.
35th New York.
2lst

Total Third Brigade

19

Fourth Brigade.
Brig. Gen.

19th
2d
6th
7tb

John Gibbon.

Indiana .
Wisconsin.
Wisconsin.
Wisconsin.

53
26
92
147

35
18
78
114

.

Total Fourth Brigade.

36

Total First Division

62

.

.

*

Wounded.

15

245

30

318

375

43

496

.

..

.
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— Continued.
W ounded.

Killed.

Captured
or missing.

Command.

SECOND DIVISION.

James B. Kicketts.

Erig. Gen.

First Brigade.
Brig. Gen.

New York
104th New York
lOStli New York

Abeam Duryea.

97 til

...

107th Pennsylvania

Total First Brigade

15

21

24

35

34

126

171

24

62

89

Second Brigade.
Col.

William A. Christian.

94 th

Now York
New York

90tli

Pennsylvania

26th

. .
.

.

Total Second Brigade.

Third Brigade.
Biig. Gen.

George L. Hartsuff.

12th Massachusetts
83d New York
11th Pennsylvania .

Total Third Brigade...
Total Second Division

THIRD DIVISION.
Brig. Gen.

George G. Meade.

First Brigade.
Brig. Gen.
1st

Truman Seymour.

Penns j'lvania Reserves

2d Pennsylvania Reserves
5th Pennsylvania Reserves
6th Pennsylvania Reserves
13th Pennsylvania Reserves (1st Rifles).

Total First Brigade

Second Brigade.
Col.

Albert

L. Magilton.

4th Pennsylvania Reserves.
7th PeniLsylvania Re.serves.
8th Penn.sylvania Reserves.

Total Second Brigade

186
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Wounded.

Killed.

d
o
a
a?

d
©

05

a

a

<0

CO

05

©

05

'H

Sfl

o

o

Captured
or missing.

d

O)

m

XXXI.
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Beturii of Casualties in the Union forces,

Command.

[Chap.

o

w

©

(C

©
©

"a

O

w

Aggregate.

05

©

H

Third Brigade.
(1.)

(2.)

Thomas F. Gallagher.*
Lieut. Col. Eobert Anderson.
Col.

Pennsylvania Reserves
loth Pennsylvania Reserves
11th Pennsylvania Reserves
12th Pennsylvania Reserves
9tli

2

10
4
10

Total Third Brigade

2

30

8

92

Total Third Division.

7

88

16

280

1

8

159

33

679

44

Total First

Army

6

Corps

32
17
25
18

1
1

5
1

43
22
42
25

132

~"3^
923

Ninth Army Corps.
(1.)
(2.)

Maj. Gen. Jesse L. RENO.t
Jacob D. Cox.

Brig. Gen.

Staff

1

1

FIRST DIVISION.

Orlando

Brig. Gen.

B.

Willcox.
t

First Brigade.
Col.

Benjamin

28th IVTassa eh n setts

C. Christ.
1

6
8

26

4

102
12
3

7
8
132
12
3

26

5

131

162

2
25
8

1

5
2

6
102
35

35

8

....

8th Michigan
17th Michigan
7!)th New Morlr
50th Pennsylvania

Total First Brigade

Second Brigade.

Thomas Welsh.

Col.
4fith

New Merle

4.5th Pennsylvania,
100th Pennsylvania

2

Total Second Brigade

2

9
134
45
1

143

1

188

1

Artillery.

Afaasaehn.setts T.io-ht

8t,h Ba,tt,ery

.

Total artillery
Total First Division

2

.

5

1

4

1

4

5

278

355

6^

13

SECOND DIVISION.

Samuel D. Sturgis.

Brig. Gen.

First Brigade.
Col.

James Nagle.

Ofh Ne.'^ TTampshire
48tli I*6DnsylviiDi3i ...... ......

23
11

1

29
12

34

7

41

j

*

Wounded.

t

ICilled,

6

..
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— Coutiniied.
Wounded.

Killed.

Captured
or missing.

Command.

Second Brigade.

Edward Eerrero.

Col.

21st Massachusetts
35tli

Massachusetts

23

51st Xew York
51st Pennsylvania..

Total Second Brigade

.

Total Second Division.

112

23

116

30

157

THIRD DIVISION.
Gen. Isaac P. Hodman.

Bi-ig.

First Brigade.

Harrison

Col.

89th

S.

Eairchild.

New York

20

17

Total First Brigade

17

Total Third Division

17

KANAWHA

DIVISION.

(1.)

Brig. Gen. .Iacob D. Cox.

(2.)

Col.

Eliakim P. Scammon.
First Brigade.

(1.)

(2.)

Col.
Col.

Eliakim P. Scammon.
Hugh Ewing.
65
130
70

12th Ohio

23d Ohio
30th Ohio
Ohio Light Artillery, 1st Battery
Total First Brigade.

7

62

272

190

11

Second Brigade.
Col.

George Crook.

nth Ohio
28th Ohio
36th Ohio

,

Total Second Brigade
Total

Kanawha

Total Ninth

17

Division.

Army

Corps.

152

61

84

251

356

658

889

Cavalry Division (Pleasonton) .
Total

1

312

66

1,

337

85

188
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OFFICERS KILLED.
NEW

YORK.

Lieut. Charles F. Springweiler, 51st Infantry.

OHIO.
Lieut. George L. Crome, 1st Battery.

PENNSYLVANIA.
Capt. Thomas P. Dwin, 1st Reserves.
Lieut. John D. Saddler, 1st Reserves.
Lieut. John H. Taylor, 1st Reserves.
Lieut. William M. Carter, 8th Reserves.
Capt. Evans R. Brady, 11th Reserves.

Lieut. Walter F. Jackson, 11th Reserves.
Lieut. Charles Bitterling, 13th Reserves.
Lieut. George D. Smith, 45th Infantry.
Lieut. James M. Cole, 45th Infantry.

UNITED STATES.
Maj. Gen. Jesse L. Reno.

WISCONSIN.
Capt. Wilson Colwell, 2d Infantry.

OFFICERS MORTALLY

OTTNDED.

MASSACHUSETTS.
Lieut. Charles F. Williams,

jr.,

35th Infantry.

MICHIGAN.
Lieut. George R. Galligan, 17th Infantry.

OHIO.
Capt. William

W.

Liggett, 12th Infantry.

PENNSYLVANIA.
Capt. Nathaniel Nesbitt, 11th Reserves.
Capt. William P. Grove, 45th Infantry.

I

I

Lieut.

Samuel

Fair, 51st Infantry.

.

.
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No.

5.

Return of Casualties in the Union forces at the
[Compiled from nominal

lists

189

battle

of Antietam^ Md.

of casualties, returns, &c.J

Wounded.

Killed.

Captured
or missing

Command.

Army

First
(1.)
(2.)

Corps.

Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker.*
Brig. Gen. George G. Meade.

Staff

FIRST DIVISION.

^

Abner Doubleday.

Brig. Gen.

First Brigade.
Col.

Walter Phelps,

Jr.

New York
24tli New York
30th New York
84th Now York

30
19
12
27
6G

22d

2d H.

8.

(14th Militia)
Sharpsliootcrs.

Total First Brigade

2G

154

113

Second Brigade.
Lieut. Col. J.

William Hofmann.

7th Indiana
76th Now York ...
‘J5th Now Y'ork . .
5Gth Pennsylvania

Total Second Brigade

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen.
21st

Marsena

R. Patrick.

Now York

23d Now York
35th New York
80th

New York

(20th Militia)

Total Third Brigade

28

10

177

17

234

Fourth Brigade.
Brig. Gen.

19th Indiana

John Gibbon.

. .

2d Wisconsin
Gth Wisconsin
7th Wisconsin

Total Fourth Brigade

G4

Artillery.

Capt. J.

Albert Monroe.

New Hamp.sluro Light,
1st

1st Battery

Rhode Island Light, Battery D.

Wounded

Soptoiulier 17.

58
G1
121
23

72
8G
152
38

2G3

348

190

OPERATIONS IN

N.

Beiurn of Casualties

in the

VA

,

W. VA., MD., AND PA.

Union forces,

^'C.

XXXL

— Continued.
Wounded.

KiUed.

[Cuai>.

Captured
or missing.

Command.

Artillery— Q, ontinued.

New York

Light, Battery
4lh United States, Battery B
1st

L

5
40

Total artillery

12

Total Uirst Division

10

130

45
34

604

66

34

SECOND DIVISION.

James B. Kicketts.

Brig. Gen.

First Brigade.

Brig. Gen.

Akram Duryea.

New York
104th New York
105th New York
97tli

107
82
74
64

107th Pennsylvania

Total Pirst Brigade

56

224

35

327

Second Brigade.
Col.

William A. Christian.

26th New York
94th New York
88th Pennsylvania
90th Pennsylvania

66
13
77
98

Total Second Brigade

28

13

184

29

254

Third Brigade.

George L. Hartsuef.^
Bichard Coulter.

(1.)

Brig. Gen.

C2.)

Col.

Staff
12th Massachusetts
13th Massachusetts
83d New York (9th Militia)

1

155
116
102
103

11th Pennsylvania

Total Third Brigade

79

21

476

224
136
114
124
20

599

Artillery.

Pennsylvania Light, Battery
Pennsylvania Light, Battery C
1st

F

11
13

Total artillery

24

19

Total Second Division

166

43

903

86

1,

204

third division.
(1.)
(2.)

Brig. Gen.
Brig. Gen.

George G. Meade.

Truman Seymour.

•

First Brigade.

Truman Seymour.
Biddle Eoberts.

(1.)

Brig. Gen.

(2.)

Col. E.

27
24

Pennsylvania Eeserves
2d Pennsylvania Eeserves
1st

Wounded September

17.
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Beiurn of Casualties in the Union forces,

ifc.

— Continued.

d

•

Captured

Wounded.

Knied.

Cominand.

191

or missing.

d

<o

a

d
4)

1

a

’n

CQ

<u

<S>

OT

0)

U

U

O

m
o

"a

o

w

<u

Aggregate.

O)

o
'fl

’Ti

'a

First JBrit/ade— Continued.

2

3

4
2

57
18

10
69
25

5

19

8

123

155

1

11
5
10
12

2
3
1

3

32
40
59
41

46
48
72
56

3

38

9

172

222

1

16

1

2

6th Pennsylvania Peaerves
13tli

Pennsylvania Keserves

8
(1st Pifles)

7

Second Brigade.
Col.

Albert

L. Magilton.

2

Third Brigade.

POBERT Anderson.

Lieut. Col.

lot

7
13

2
2

66
8
13
44

O

83
9
22
61

36

5

131

2

175

Pennsylvania Peserves

fi

1

11th Pennsylvania Peserves
12th Pennsylvania Peserves

Total Third Brigade

1

Artillery.
1st
Ist

Pennsylvania Light, Battery
Pennsylvania Light, Battery

5th XJnitod States, Battery

C

.

A
B

. - i

Total artillery

3

4

2

2
13

2
15

Army

Corps

21

18

3

Total Third Division
Total First

1

9

96

22

25

392

100

.

444

2

1,951

122

573
2,

590

Second Army Corps.

Edwin Y. Sumner.

Maj. Gen.
Staff

2

2

ESCORT.
6th

New York

Cavalry, Companies

D

and

K

1

1

FIRST DIVISION.
(1.)

(2.)

(3.)

Maj. Gen. Israel B. Pichardson.*
Brig. Gen. John C. Caldwell.
Brig. Gen. Winfield S. Hancock.

Staft

2

2

First Brigade.
Brig. Gen.

John

C.

Caldwell.

New Hampshire
New York.
GLst New York
64th New York
5th
7th

-Slst

Pennsylvania
Total First Brigade..,,,

7

10

14

1

5

2

92
45
32

8
6

1

41

1

4

40

1
1
1

Wounded Sentember

17.

3

41

17

251

1

111
61
41
50
51

2

314

1

192

OPERATIONS IN

N. VA.,

W. VA., MD., AND PA. [Chap.XXSI.

Return of Casualties in the Union forces, ^e.

— Continued.

d

Command.

Captured

Wounded.

Killed.

or missing.

a
o
a

<v

a

a

.

a>

a

'd

09
pH
<D

O)

<v

ai

O

o

O

'a

O

w

Aggregate.

03

O
'3

sa

w

<v

<J^

o

"p

sa

•d

09

W

Second Brigade.
Brig. Gen.

Thomas

F.

Meaghek.

Staff

1

XewYork
Xew York
88tli Xew York
63d
G9th

1

7
31
40
25

5
6
2

29
160
146
73

3

4
4
2
10

103

14

408

5

540

12

2
3

42
9
73
90

58
18
101
103
25
305

39
202
196
102

2

Third Brigade.
Col.

John E. Brooke.

New York
Xew York
Now York

52d
57th
66th

3
1
1

16
10
5

6
1

17

2
2
3
1
1

5

47

13

231

9

4

1

Artillery.
1st Now York Light, Battery
4th United States, Batteries

B

A

1

and C

3

Total artillery

191

19

46

1
3

4

3

1

Total First Division

’

16

893

1,

165

SECOND DIVISION.
(1.)
(2.)

Maj. Gen. John Sedgwick.*
Brig. Gen. Oliver 0. Howard.

Staff

2

2

First Brigade.
Brig. Gen.

Willis A. Gorman.

15th Massachusetts

1
3

1

66

740

55
87
158
60

1

14
18
36
4

92
139
237
77

360

1

72

545

30

2
146

7

127

17

522

69th Pennsvlvania

2
1

72d Pennsylvania
106th Pennsylvania

2
1

17
25
36
9

3

71st Pennsylvania

8
5
3

6

87

19

1
1

New York
New York

(2d Militia)
82d
Massachusetts Sharpshooters, 1st Company
Sharpshooters,
2d Company
Minnesota

Total First Brigade

7

4
.

2
4

23
15
9
15

318
90
154
128
26
24

2

....

Minuf'-sotai

3

231
56
109
88
17
21

54
14
32
21
6

1 st.

34th

1

Second Brigade.
(1.)

Brig. Gen.

(2.)

Col.

Oliver 0. Howard.

Joshua

T.

Owen.

Total Second Brigade

Third Brigade.
(1.)
(2.)

Brig. Gen. Napoleon J. T.
Col. Norman J. Hall.

Dana.*

Staff
19th Massachusetts
*

Wounded

'

1

7

Septeniber

17.

2
7

ioi
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193

— Contiiiucd,
1

Command.

or missing.

men.

men.

|

Captured

Wounded.

Killed.

men.

Aggregate.

Enlisted

Enlisted

Enlisted

Officers.

Officers.

Officers.

Third jBn’f/ade— Continued.
20tli
7tli

42d
59th

Ma-ssachusetts

1

11

3

Michigan

3

i^ewYork
New York

2
3

36
33
45

12
8
10

81
166
119
143

10

132

42

610

Total Third Brigade

1
•

1

28
4
18
23

124
221

103

898

181

224

Artillery.
l.st

1st

Rhode Island Light, Battery
United States, Battery I

A

4

Total artillery

4

Total Second Division

23

35^

19
6

15
6

25

21

80 ~1,513

ti

241

2,

210

TIIIliD DIVISION.

William H. French.

Brig. Gen.

First Brigade.

Brig. Gen.

.

Nathan Kimball.

Staff

1

1

14th Indiana
8th Ohio. ..
192d Pennsy] vania
7th West Virginia

Total First Brigade

141

180
161

4
4

122
110
112

8

152
145

112

25

485

8

639

18
23
31

3
2

8

85
120
138

48
47

1

6

72

13

343

95

529

17
15

t;

172
119
136

2
230
163
187

22

427

33

582

1,2.55

136

1,750

2
2
2
3

28
30
28
26

9

2
3

9
7

Second Brigofde.
Col.

Dwight Morris.

14th Connecticut
108th New York
130th Pennsylvania

Total Second Brigade

1.56

195
178

Third Brigade.

Max Weber.*

(l.)Brig. Gen.
(2.) Col. John W.

Andrews.

Staff
.'3th

Delaware
Maryland

3
1

4th

New York

2

28
24
42

6

94

21

278

1st

Total Third Brigade
Total Third Division

2
10
4

oo"

1

UNA'ITACIIED ARTILLERY.
Ist
1st

New Yoik

Light, Battery

G

Rhode Island Light, Battery
Total un attached artillery

Total Second

63

*

13

B

B— VOL

XIX,

820

Wouutlcd September

PT

17,

I
^

10

9

1

Army Corps

5
5

4
5

1

G
188

3,

671

3

393

5,

138

..

.

194

OPERATIONS IN

N.

VA

,

W. VA., MD., AND PA.

Return of Cdsualtics in the Union forces,

Killed.

tfe.

[Chap.

XXXI.

— Continued.
Wounded.

Captui'ed
or missing,

Command.
Aggregate.

Fouutm Army Corps.
PIKST DIVISION.*
M;ij.

Gen. Darius X. Coucii.
Third Brigade.

John Cochrane.

Brig. Gen.

New York
G7ili New York
l:22d New York
G.'itli

Pennsylvania.
2.'kl
Gist Pennsylvania.
82d Pennsylvania.
Total Third Brigade t
Total First Division

Fifth

Army

Corps.

J

Maj. Gen. Fixz John Porter-

second DIVISION.
Brig. Gen.

George Sykes.

First Rrigade.
Lieut. Col. llOBERT C.

4th
12th
14th
14th

United
United
United
United

Buchanan.

States
States, 1st Battalion
States, Ist Battalion.
States, 2d Battalion .

Total First Brigade

34

39

4G

5G

Second Brigade.

Maj. Charles

S.

Lovell.

2d and 10th United States.
11th United States

Total Second Brigade
Artillery.

5th United States, Battery I

Total Second Division

83

12

ARTILLERY RESERVE.
Lieut. Col.
Ist Battalion
1st

William Hays,

New York

Light, Batteries A, B, C,

and D.
United States, Battery

K

Total Artillery Eeserve.
Total Fifth

in the battle proper.
It reached the
These casualties occurred September 18.
In reserve; only a portion of the corps engaged,

^Not engaj;ed
t
X

11

Army Corps

109

88

field

September

18.

Chap.

XXXI.
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llctuni of Casualties in the Union forces,

Killed.

cjc.

195

— Coutinuccl.
Wounded.

Captured
or missing.

Comiuaud.

Sixth

Akmy

Cokts.

Maj. Gen. William

Fkanklin.

13.

Stall’

FIKST DIVISION.

W

Gen. IIenky

Miij.

.

Slocum.

First Brigade.
Col.

Alfkkd

T. a. Tokijekt.

New Jev.sey
Xew -Gn’sey
New Jersey
New Jersey

Ist
2(1
.’{(I

4tli

Total First Brigade.

16

Second Brigade.
Col.

Joseph

J.

Baetlett.

5th Maine
Kith New York
UGth Pennsylvania

Total Second Brigade

Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen.
18th
:ilst
:32(1

John Newton.

Now York
New York
Now York

95th Pennsylvania

Total Third Brigade

21

19

Artillery.

Capt.

Emory

IJpton.

Maryland Light, Battery A
2d United States, Batteiy L)

14

Total artillery

16

Total First Division

65

56

SECOND DmSION.
Maj. Gen.

William

F. Smith.

First Brigade.
(i.)'Brig. Gen. Winfield S.
Col. Amasa Cobb.

Hancock.’

(2.)

nth Maine
49th Pennsylvania

Total First Brigade

Assigned to comrnaud of First Divisiou, Second Corps, September

17.

OPEEATIONS IN

196

N. VA.,

Eetarn of Casualties in

the

W. VA., MD., AND PA.

Union forces, ^c.

XXXI.

— Coutiuued.
Captured

Wounded.

Killed.

[Chap.

or missing.

Command.

Second Brigade.

Gen.

W.

T. H. Brooks.

Vermont.
3(1
Vermont.
4th Vermont.
h Veraiont.
Gth Vermont.
I’d

.'>t

Total Second Brigade

23

25

Third Brigade.

William H. Irwin.

Col.

7th Maine

95
145
47
23
32

Xew Y<n k.
New York.
49th New York.
77th New York.
20 (h
33(1

Total Thir d Brigade

57

19

228

Total Second Division

58

20

257

373

63

22

313

439

30
80
25
45

48
107
32
57

185

244

Army

Total Sixth

Corjis.

29

342

Ninth Army Corps.

Amrrose E. Burnsiok.*
Jacob D. Cox.

Maj. Gen.
Brig. Gen.

first division.

Orlando

Brig. Gen.

B.

Willcox.

First Brigade.
Col.

Benj.ymin C. Christ.

28th Massachusetts.
I7th Michigan
79th New York
50th rennsylvauia..

Total Eirst Brigade.

41

Second Brigade.
Col.

Thomas Welsh.

8th Michigan
4titli

New York

45111

Pennsylvania.

100th Pennsylvania.

Total Second Brigade.

79

Artillery.

Massachusetts Light. 8th Battery.
Total First Division
*

1

44

General Burnside exercised general command on the
immediate command of the cordis.

1

20

left,

and General Cos was* in

.

,

.

I

Chap.

THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN.

XXXtA

Return of Casualties in the Union forces,

tj c.

197

— Continued.
Wounded.

KiUed.

Captured
or missing.

Command.

SECOND DIVISION.
Erig. Gen.

Samuel D. Sturgis.

First Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Jasies

Nagle.

2d Maryland
GMi New Harapsliire
Dili

New Hampshire

48tL Pennsylvania

Total First Brigade

Second Brigade.
Brig. Gen.

152

204

38
148
64
94

48
214
87
120

24

344

469

33

499

37

•

Edward Ferrero.

21st Massachusetts.
S.^th

Massachusetts

.''dst

New York

.51st

Pennsylvania

.

Total Second Brigade
Artillery.

Pennsylvania Light, Battery D.
4th United States, Battery E..
Total artillery

6

Total Second Division.

127

11

THIRD DIVISION.
Brig. Gen.

Isaac P. Eodman.

Staff.

First Brigade.
Col.

9th
89th
10:ui

Harrison

S.

Fairchild.

Now York
New York
New York
Total

Fir.st

235

168
73

103
117

65

Brigade

15

306

47

455

Second Brigade.
Col.

Edward Harland.

8th Connecticut
11th Connecticut

..

IGth Connecticut

..

4tli

Khode Island
Total Second Brigade

...

126

25

437

212

41

746

Artillery.

Clh United States,

194
139
185
100

129
102
134
72

..

Battery A.

Total Third Division

Wounded

Sopteinlier

17.

23

618

198

OPERATIONS IN

N. VA.,

Jleturn of Casualties

m the

W. VA., MD., AND PA.

Union forces^

tfc.

©

©

u

s
B

B

'a
tn

05

S

o

rr^

©

xn

CO

o

c>

KANAWHA
Col.

m
o

"a

o

Captured
or missing.

d

©
a

Comimiiul.

W

XXXI.

— Coutinued.
Wounded.

Killed.

[Chap.

"q

<s>

53

o

W

Aggregate.

-M

w

DIVISION.

Eliakim P. Scammon.
First Brigade.
Col.

Hugh Ewing.

3

7
8
10

1
1

26
58
48

2

16

83
69
80

3

25

2

132

2

18

182

1

3
2
1

1

11
19
21
5

5

1

21
21
25
6

2

G

2

56

5

31

4

188

24

414

98

Ohio

23(1

.

-2

Gilmore’s company' West Virginia Cavalry

Second Brigade.

George Crook.

Col.

nth Ohio
28th Ohio

Ohio

3()th

Jventiiicky

Light Artillery Simmonds’ Battery

Total Second Brigade
'I'ota.l

E’nna.wha Tliviainn

Tota,l

Hinth

Army Corps

1

~L^8~

2

7

73

2

25

255

2

113

2,

349

Twelfth Army Corps.
(1.)
(2.)

Maj. Gen. Joseph K. E. Mansfield.*
Brig. Gen. Alpheus S. Williams.

Staff

1

1

first division.
(1.)
(2.)

(3.)

Brig. Gen.
Brig. Gen.
Biig. Gen.

Alpheus S. Williams.
Samuel W. CiiAWFORD.t
George II. Gordon.

Staff

1

1

First Brigade.
(l.)Brig. Gen. Samuel W.
(2.) Col. Joseph E. Ivnipe.

Crawford.

Pennsylvania

1

128th Pennsylvania

2

19
2
0
5
27
24

6

72
12
19
64
145
118

6

82

15

300

27

430

1

17
12
6
7

5
4

186
52
72
49

2
19

209
70
101
63

1 0th Ma.ine
28tli Hew Vorlr..
46th Pennsylvania
124th Pennsylvania

12.0th

2
1

Total Eir.st Brig.ade

4

46

1

1

8
13

1

2

40
108
85

17
2

1

7

Third Brigade.
(1.)
(2.)

27tli

9d

Brig. Gen. George H. Gordon.
Col. Thomas H. Buger,

Tndiana
IVInssaclmsetts

.

New Jersey
107th New York.’
13 th

^ Killed.

_

1

3
2
t

Wounded.

r.

ciiiAP.

xx^l.]
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.

199

— Contintiedi
Wounded.

Killed.

Captured
or missing.

Command.

Third Brigade

—Continued.

Zouaves d’Afriqne, Pennsylvania
3d AVisconsin

3
200

2
160

20

Total Third Brigade

68

21

527

27

640

Total First Division

150

37

827

54

1,077

SECOND DIVISION.

George

Brig. Gen.

S.

Greene.

First Brigade.

Hector Tyndale.*

(1.)

Lieut. Col.

(2.)

Maj. Orrin J. Crane.

Ohio

.Ith

7th Ohio

Ohio
Pennsylvania

()6th
28tli

Total First Brigade

59

13

S3
32
22
208

48
38
24
260

295

376

Second Brigade.
Col.

Henry

Stainrook.

J.

3d Maryland
102d Hew York
llltli

29
37
110

Pennsylvania
Total Second Brigade

30

121

16

170

30

651

Third Brigade.

William B. Goodrich.!
Jonathan Austin.

(1.)

Col.

(2.)

Lieut. Col.

3d Delaware
Purnell Legion, Maryland
(iOth

78th

New York
Now York
Tot.al

Third Brigade

65

18

Total Second Division

107

26

258

03

481

Artillery.

Clermont

Capt.

L. Best.

M

New York

Light, Battery
l^cnnsylvauia Light, Battery E
I’ennsylvania Light, Battery F
1st

Total artillery
Total Twelfth

15

Army Corps

Cavalry
Brig. Gen.

17

Division.

Alfred Pleasonton.

First Brigade.

Maj. Charles

J.

Whiting.

5th United States

Total Fir.st Biig.ade

WoHJidcd

S(^i)tond)er 17.

t

Killed SepteniLer 17.

200

OPERATIONS IN

N. VA.,

Beinrn of Casualties in

the

W. VA.,

Union forces,

Mt>.,

cfc.

AND

XXXt.

— Continued.
Wounded.

Killed.

(Chap.

PA.

Captured
or missing.

e

Command.

a

O
Second Brigade.
Col.

John

Faunsworth.

F.

Rth Illinois.
3d Indiana

1

5

Total Second Brigade

TMrd
Col.
4tli

«tli

6

Brigade.

Kichard H. Eush.

Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania
Total Third Brigade

1

10
3

1

13

Artillery.

2d United States, Battery A...
2d Unit(Hl States. Battery M..

4
5

Total Artillery

9

Unattached.
l.'ith

Pennsylvania Cavalry (detachment)

T otal

1

cavalry division

1

EECAPITULATIOK.
Army Corps
Second Array Corps
Fourth Army Corps (First Division)

First

16
63

1

8
24
17

Ninth Army Corps
Twelfth Army Corps
Cavalry Division

Army

of the

100
188
1

Fifth Army Corjis
Sixth Army Corjis

Total

392
820

25
63

414
258
6

1

Potomac

139

1,

969

2
22
98
63

474

1,951
3, 671
8
88
313
1, 698
1, 323
23
9,

075

3

122
393

2
2

2
31
113
85

7

746

590
138
9
109
439,
2, 349
1,740
30
2,

5,

12,

410

OFFIOEliS KILLED.
CONNECTICUT.
Lieut. Marvin Wait, 8tli Infantry.
Col. Henry W. Kingsbury, lltli Infantry.
Caj)t. .John Griswold, 11th Infantry.
Ca^jt. Samuel Willard, 14th Infantry.
Cajit. Jarvis E. Blinn, 14th Infantry.

Capt. John L. Drake, 16th Infantry.
Capt. Newton S. Manross, 16th Infantry.
Cai)t. Samuel Brown, 16th Infantry.
Lieut. William Horton, 16th Infantry.

DELAWARE.
Capt. .Tames Leonard, 1st Infantry.
Capt. .Tames Rickards, 1st Infantry.

I

I

Capt. Evan S. Watson, 1st Infantry.
Capt. William H. Plunkett, 3d Infantry.

ciiAi*.
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INDIANA.
Lieut. Porter B. Lundy, 14tli Infantry.
Lieut. Levins E. Bostwick, 14th Infantry.

I

I

Lieut. Col. Alois O. Bachman, 19th Infantry.
Lieut. William Vanorsdall, 27th Infautry.

MAINE.
Lieut. Charles A. Goodwin, 7th Infantry.
Lieut. Harlan P. Brown, 7th Infantry.

Cax)t.

Nehemiah

fantry.
Lieut. William

T. Furbish, 10th In-

Wade, 10th Infantry.

MARYLAND.
Capt. Malcolm Wilson, 2d Infantry.

Lieut.
|

Magnus Moltke, 5th

Infantry.

MASSACHUSETTS.
Capt. John Saunders, 1st

Company Sharp-

Capt. Clark S. Simonds, 15th Infautry.
Capt. Richard Derby, 15th Infantry.
Lieut. Frank S. Corbin, 15th Infantry.
Maj. George W. Batchelder, 19th Infantry.
Surg. Edward H. R. Revere, 20th Infantry.
Lieut. Henry C. Holbrook, 21st Infantry.
Lieut. Nichols J. Barrett, 28th Infantry.
Capt. Albert W. Bartlett, 35th Infantry.

shooters.
Lieut. William Berry, 1st Company Shariashooters.
Lieut. Lysander F. Cushing, 12th Infantry.
Lieut. William G. White, 12th Infautry.
Asst. Surg. Albert A. Kendall, 12th Infantry.

MICHIGAN.'
Capt. J. Henry Turrill, 7th Infantry.
Lieut. John A. Clarke, 7th Infantry.

I

Lieut.

John P. Eberhard, 7th Infantry.

|

MINNESOTA.
Capt. Gustavus A. Ilolzborn, Ist Infantry.

NEW

HAMPSHIRE.

Lieut. George A. Gay, 5th Infantry.

NEW
Capt.

Hugh

JERSEY.

C- Irish, 13th Infautry.

NEW
M.ap Albert Arndt, 1st Battalion Light
Artillery.

Capt. John
Lieut.
Lieut.
Lieut.
Lieut.
Lieut.
Lieut.
Lieut.
Lieut.
Lieut.
] Jeut.

S. Downs, 4th Infantry.
Henry K. Chapman, 4th Infantry.

Hugo Loetze, 7th Infantry.
Edward C. Cooper, 9th Infantry.
Gustav A. Lorenz, 20th Infantry.
Jacob Pabst, 20th Infantry.
Charles Voelker, 20th Infantry.

Adolph Frick, 26th Infantry.

Louis Kraus, 20th Infantry.
Charles Cushing, 22d Infantry.
Clarence E. Hill, 34th Infantry.
Capt. Jnmes R. Barnett, 35th Infautry.
Capt. Charles McPherson, 42d Infantry.
Lieut. Samiiel Dexter, 42d Infantry.
Lieut. Andrew L. Fowler, 51st Infantry.
Lieut. Col. PhiHp J. Pari8en,57th Infantry.
Lieut. Henry A. Folger, 57th Infantry.
Ijieut. Henry H. Higbee, 57th Infantry.

John L. Stetson, .59th Infantry.
Capt. Charles H. Whitney, 59th Infantry.
Lieut. William H. Srnurr, 59th Infantry.
Col. William B. Goodricli, OOth Infantry.
Lieut. Col.

Y^ORK.

Capt. Manton C. Angell, 61st Infantry.
Capt. .John Kavauagh, 63d Infantry.
Lieut. Patrick W. Lydon, 63d Infantry.
Lieut. Cadwalader Smith, 63d Infantry.
Lieut. Henry McConnell, 63d Infantry.
Lieut. Frederick M. Crissey, 66th Infautry.

Capt. Felix Duffy, 69th Infantry.
Lieut. John Conway, 69th Infantry.
Lieut. Patrick J. Kelly, 69th Infantry.
Lieut. Charles Williams, 69th Infantry.
Capt. Peter M. G. Mitchell, 78th Infautry.
Lieut. Martin H. Swarthout, 80th In’

fantry.

Capt. John O’C. Joyce, 88th Infantry.
Capt. Patrick F. Clooney, 88th Infautry.
Lieut. Louis Delormi, 97th Infantry.
Capt. M. Eugene Cornell, lG2d Infantry.
Capt. John Kelly, 104th Infantry.
Lieut. Charles C. Buckley, 105th Infantry.
Map George B. Force, 108th Infantry.
Lieut. David B. Tarbox, 108th Infautry.
Lieut. Robert E. Holmes, 108th Infautry.
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OHIO.
Lieut. Jolin Laiitry, 8tli Infantry.
Lieut. Horace H. Bill, 8th Infantry.
Lieut. Col. Augustus H. Coleman, 11th Infantry.

Lieut. Charles DufiSeld, 30th Infantry.
Lieut. Reese R. Furhay, 30th Infantry.
Lieut. Stephen B. Wilson, 30th Infantry.
Col. Melvin Clarke, 30th Infantry.

PENNSYLVANIA.

John D. Weaver, 53d Infantry.
Capt. Francis V. Bierworth, 69th Infantry.
Lieut. Joseph McHugh, 69th Infantry.
Lieut. John Convery, 71st Infantry.
Capt. Peter H. Willitts, 72d Infantry.

Col. .lames H. Childs, 4th Cavalry.
Lieut. Augustus T. Cross, 2d Reserves.
Lieut. Max Weimpfheimer, 2d Reserves.

Lieut.

Capt. Florentine H. Straub, 3d Reserves.
Lieut. Hardman P. Petrikin, 5th Reserves.
Capt. James M. Colwell, 7th Reserves.
Lieut. Daniel L. Saunders, 7th Reserves.
Lieut. John Langhien, 9th Reserves.
Col. Hugh W. McNeil, 13th Reserves.
Lieut. William Allison, 13th Reserves.
Capt. Peter F. Laws, 28th Infantry.
Lieut. Joseph L. Markley, 28th Infantry.
Capt. George A. Brooks, 46th Infantry.
Lieut. William Cullen, 48th Infantry.
Capt. James B. Ingham, 50th Infantry.

Lieut. Adolphus W. Peabody, 72d Infantry.
Lieut. William H. Van Dike, 81st Infantry.
Lieut. William Bryan, 106th Infantry.
Capt. Arthur Corrigan, 111th Infantry.
Lieut. Robert M. Johnston, 125th Infantry.
Col. Samuel Croasdale, 128th Infantry.
Capt. William H. Andrews, 128th Infantry.
Lieut. William A. Givler, 130th Infantry.
Col. Richard A. Oakford, 132d Infantry.
Lieut. Anson C. Cranmer, 132d Infantry.

Lieut. Col. Thomas S. Bell, 51st Infantry.
Lieut. J. Gilbert Beaver, 51st Infantry.
Lieut. Davis Hunsicker, 51st Infantry.

UNITED STATES REGULAKS.
Lieut. William L. Baker, Battery E, 4th

I

Surg. William J. H. White.

Artillery.
|

UNITED STATES VOLUNTEERS.
Maj. Gen. Joseph K. F. Mansfield.
Lieut. Lewis C. Ilamielee, 2d Sharj)-

John

Lieut.

I.

Whitman, 2d Sharpshoot-

ers.

Lieut.

shooters.

John W. Thompson, 2d Sharpshoot-

ers.

WEST VIRGINIA.
Capt. Daniel C. M. Shell, 7th Infantry.
Lieut. James Schwarz, 7th Infantry.

Lieut. Benjamin L. Shriver, 7th Infantry.
j

|

WISCONSIN.
Lieut. Alexander N. Reed, 3d Infantry.
Capt. Edwin A. Brown, 6th Infantry.

Capt. Werner von Bachelle, 6th Infantry.
.1. Bode, 6th Infantry.

I

Lieut. William
|

OFFICERS MORTALLY WOUNDED.
CONNECTICUT.
Lieut. Edwin G. Main, 8th Infantry.
Lieut. George H. D. Crosby, 14th Infantry.

I

Capt. Frederick M. Barber, 16th Infantry.

\

INDIANA.

Edward Ballenger, 14th Infantry.
Capt. Peter ICop, 27th Infantry.
Lieut.

I

|

Lieut. Robert B. Gilmore, 27th Infantry.

Chap.
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MAINE.

W.

Lieut. George

True, 10th Infantry.

MARYLAND.
Capt. James A. Martin,

2(1

Infantry.

MASSACHUSETTS.
Lieut. Col. Wilder Dwight, 2d Infantry.
Maj. Elisha Burhank, 12th Infantry.
Li(nit. George W. Orne, 12th Infantry.

Thomas ,J. Spurr, 15th Infantry.
Capt. Horace Niles, 35tli Infantry.
Lieut. William Palmer, 3.5th Infantry.
Lieut.

MICHIGAN.
Capt. Allen H. Zacharias, 7th Infantry.
|

NEW
Lieut. Charles

Lieut. William

M.

Duffield, 17th Infantry.

HAMPSHIRE.

W.

NEW

Bean, 5th Infantry.

YORK.
Lieut. James E. Mackey, 63d Infantry.
Lieut. George Lynch, 63d Infantry.
Capt. Timothy L. Shanley, 69th Infantry.
Lieut. Pierson B. Peterson, 78th Infantry.
Capt. David Myers, 84th Infantry.
Lieut. Garret Van Ingcn, 89th Infantry.
Capt. Henry A. Sand, 103d Infantry.
Col. Howard Carroll, 105th Infantry.

Capt. Charles Huesler, 7th Infantry.
Capt. Robert Merkle, 20th Infantry.
Lieut. Louis Roth, 20th Infantry.
Lieut. Christian Lehman, 20th Infantry.
Capt. Edward H. Wade, 59th Infantry.
Capt. Abraham Florentine, 59th Infantry.
Capt. Miller Moody, 59th Infantry.
Cai)t. Gould J. Jennings, 59th Infantry.
Lieut. Stephen C. Roosa, 59th Infantry.
Lieut. Benjamin Van Steinberg, 59th Infantry.

OHIO.
Lieut. William Delany, 8th Infantry.
|

Lieut. Charles

W.

Barnes, 8th Infantry.

PENNSYLVANIA.
Capt. Daniel Kistler, jr., 11th Reserves.
Capt. John Reed, 11th Infantry.
Lieut. Arnold Lobaugh, 11th inhintry.
Lieut. .Iam(\s Dunn, 69th Infantry.
Lieut. William Wilson, 71st Infantry.

Capt. Edward G. Roussel, 72d Infantry.
Lieut. Robert I. Parks, 72d Infantry.
Capt. Philip R. Schuyler, Slst Infantry.
Capt. Timothy Clarke, 106th Infantry.
Lieut. Isaac Finch, 124th Infantry.

UNITED STATES VOLUNTEERS.
Maj. Gen. Israel B. Richardson.
|

Brig. Gen. Isaac P.

Rodman.

WEST VIRGINIA.
Lieut.

John Garvey, 7th Infantry.
WISCONSIN.

Lieut. Oliver

W.

Sanford, 2d Infantry.
I

Lieut. .Joseph P. Shepard, 3d Infantry.
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Return of Casualties in the Union forces in the sldrmishes at Sharpshurg^
Shepherdstown Ford, and near Williamsport, Md., September 19, action
near Shepherdstown. Va.. September 20, 1862, and general summary for
the campaign.
[Compiled from nominal

lists

of casualties, returns, &c.]

Command.

Captured

"Wounded.

Killed.

men.

or missing.

men.

men.

Aggregate.

Enlisted

Enlisted

Officers.

2d District of Columbia Infantry
2d Maine Infantry
M.'line Infantry
18tli Massachusetts Infantry-22d Massachusetts Infantry
82(1 Massachusetts Infantry
1st Michijjan Infantry
4tli Michifjan Infantry
.01 h New York Infantry
12th New York Infantry
I'Jth New York Infantry
2r)tli New York Infantry
44th New York Infantry
88(1 l^ennsylvania Infantry
118th Pennsylvania Infantry*
1 st Rhode Island Light Artillery, Baittery
.'ith U. S. Cavalry
2(1 U. S. Artillery, Battery

Officers.

2
2
3
10
2
2

20t,li

M

U. S. Artillery, Batteries C and
.8th U. S. Artillery, Battery I
.8th U. S. Artillery, Battery
1st and 6th U. S. Infantry
2d and 10th U. S. Infantry
11t h U. S. Infantry
17th U. S. Infantry
Ist U. S. Sharpshooters
.8(1

Enlisted

Officers.

2
•

1
1

2

2

1

5
1
1
5

1

1

2
2
3
14
2
2
4
7
1
1

3
2

12
9

18
12
2

102

269

1

1

1

4

60

3

1

97

3

C

1

1

G

1

K

1

2

Total....

68

3

1

1
1
1
1

1

2
1

2
2

2
3

3
1

.8

5

7

1

155

6

3

363

128

GENERAL SUMMARY.
Captured

Wounded.

Killed.

or missing.

a

Engagements,

<u

men.

(&c.

men.

a

j

o

Aggregate.

Enlisted

Enlisted

Officers.

Skirmishes at Ealls Church, Ya. September 3 and 4.
Skirmish at Poolesville Md. Septembers
Skirmishes at Sugar Loaf Mountain lild. Septemher 10 an(l 11.
Skirmishes at Frederick City Md. September 12..
Skirmishes at Catoctiu Mountain, Middletown, Jefferson. and South Mountain, Md., September 13.
Battle of South Mountain (Turner’s Pass), Septemher 14.
Battle of Crampton’s Pass, Md., September 14
Skirmi.sh at Boon.sborough Md. September 15.
Battle of Antietarn, Md., September 16 and 17
Skirmishes at Sharpsburg, Shepherdstown Ford,
and near Williamsport, Md., September 19, and
action near Shepherdstown, Ya., September 20.

2

Cjij)t.s.

kille<l

.]ose[)h

1
11
1

2
5

1

21

5

15
32

13

312

66

337

85

1,813

5

108

19

1

1

2
3

139
3

969
68

474

399
14
075
155

469

568

1
1

160

W.

3
13
2

1

,

Total

Officers.

Officers.

1,

2,

1

6

1,

9,
’

11,015

1

7
3

n

746
128

980

12,

1.8,

533
19
410
363
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Ricketts aiid Coiirthiiid Sinniders and Lieut. Josepli Moro Moss

at Sheplierdstown September 20.
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7.

Report of Brig. Gen. Henry J. Hunt, JJ. 8. Arniy^ Chief of Artillery^
of the Potomac^ of operations September 5-20.

Army

ARTILLERY HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAO,
Camp near Falmouth, Ya., February 6 18G3.
General I have the honor to report the general operations of the
,

:

of the Potomac, from the date of my appointSeptember 5, 1862, to the close of the Maryland campaign. The report, although it embraces the whole period of
the campaign, must be necessarily brief, and, as regards battles, general,
as the reports of action were made by battery commanders mostly to
division and corps commanders.
On assuming the command, I found the artillery much disorganized.
The batteries of the Army of the Potomac reached Aquia Creek from
the Peninsula, drivers and horses in one class of transports, the batteries
and cannoneers in another; consequently Major-General Porter, who
directed that every energy should be employed in organizing the troops
to move up the Eappahaunock, ordered that as rapidly as batteries could
be equipped they should be pushed forward, without regard to the troops
with which they belonged. They were accordingly forwarded as fast as
completed to Falmouth, where they were assigned to whatever divisions
number of the batteries of the Artillery Eeserve
were ready to march.
then became separated from their command, and attached to troops not
only of the Army of the Potomac, but to those of the Army of Virginia
and when I reached Falmouth from Aquia Creek, where I had been left
in charge of the debarkation, 1 found that General Porter had gone forward, and I reported to General Burnside with the remainder.
When the armj^ left Washington, I was compelled to obtain on the
roads the names and condition of the batteries and the troops to which
they were attached. Not only were the batteries of the Army of the
Potomac dispersed as stated, and serving with other divisions than their
own, but I had no knowledge of the artillery of the corps that had joined
from the other armies other than what I could pick up on the road.
Many had not been refitted since the August campaign; some had lost
more or less guns others were greatly deficient in men and horses, and
a number were wholly unserviceable from all these causes combined.
The first measures were directed to procuring supplies of ammunition,
and several hundred wagon-loads were, when we were at Eockville,
ordered to be forwarded from the arsenal at Washington. Batteries
were supplied from the Artillery Eeserve to the corps and divisions deficient in guns.
Horses were taken from the baggage train and men
temporarily detailed from the infantry, and by the time the artillery
reached the Antietam it was (considering the condition in which the
disastrous campaign in August had left it) very respectably provided.
Like the rest of the army, the artillery may be said to have been
organized on the march and in the intervals of conflict.
The horse artillery, consisting of Gibson’s, Tidball’s, Eobertson’s, and
Hains’ (late Benson’s) batteries, were attached to the cavalry, and, under
tlie orders of Brigadier-General Pleasonton, were actively and efficiently
em})loyed throughout the entire campaign. On the 13th of September
the enemy attempted to stop the march of our columns between Hamburg and Middletown. His guns were silenced and his force driven off
by Gibson’s and Hains’ batteries, and followed up to a point a mile beyond Middletown, where he again attempted to make a stand, with the
artillery of the

ment as chief of

Army

artillery,

A

;

;
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The horse artillery was also partially engaged at Soutl
results.
Mountain, on the roads to Boonsborough, Hagerstown, Shari)sburgj
and in various affairs in front and on the ffanks of the army, and always
discharged its duties in a manner worthy of the reputation it had acquired in similar service. Its duties were arduous, requiring constant
watchfulness, enterprise, and labor on the part of officers and men, and
the horses, often on scant forage, were in harness for a week or ten days,
day and night. For special information on these parts of their service,
I beg leave to refer to the reports of the commanders of cavalry under
whom they served.
At the battle of South Mountain (September 14), Gibson’s, Benjamin’s,
Stewart’s, and McMullin’s batteries were engaged and rendered excellent
service.
Stewart’s battery being attached to Gibbon’s brigade in its
attack on the enemy on the right of the National road, one of McMullin’s sections was moved by hand to the top of South Mountain under
a severe lire, and opened at close range on the enemy. In this affair
Lieutenant Grome, commanding the section, was killed.
From the artillery of General Franklin’s command in the battle at
Crampton’s Pass I have received no reports. They were made to division commanders.
On the evening of September 15, the enemy opened a heavy artillery
lire on our advance near the Antietam, and were replied to by a portion
of our own, particularly by Tidball’s battery of horse artillery, which
maintained a cannonade against a largely superior force of the enemy’s
guns from early in the afternoon until near dark.
At sunset I received orders from Major-General McClellan in person
to select places for our guns of position. They were posted next morning, under the direction of Lieutenant-Colonel Hays, commanding the
Artillery Eeserve, on the positions indicated the long ridge on the eastern branch of the Antietam, overlooking the field of battle of the next
Taft’s, Langner’s, Von Kleiser’s, and Wever’s batteries were
day.
placed on the ridge between the turnpike bridge and the house occupied as general headquarters (Pry’s). The enemy soon opened upon
them. The fire was promptly returned, and the enemy ceased his fire
and withdrew his guns. In this cannonade Maj. Albert Arndt, commanding the First (German) Battalion New York Artillery, an experienced and excellent officer, was mortally wounded while personally
directing one of his guns, and died on the 18th.
During the afternoon Taft’s and Yon Kleiser’s batteries were moved
to the heights below the bridge. At daylight on the 17th, Hazlett’s
battery was placed in the position occupied on the day before by Taft’s
Dureli’s and Weed’s were stationed farther down on the crest Kusserow’s on the height overlooking the bridge and sweeping its approaches;
Benjamin’s still farther to the left and rear, overlooking Sharpsburg and
the country below it, and near Benjamin’s were planted a couple of rifle
boat howitzers. These completed the line of guns of position. They
overlooked the enemy, and swept most of the ground between them and
our troops. They were well served, especially the guns of Benjamin’s
battery. Their field of fire was extensive, and they were usefully emifloyed all day, and so constantly that the supply of ammunition for the
20 -pounders ran short.
In the course of the afternoon a rifled battery of the Eeserve Artillery
was asked for by General Hancock, who succeeded General Eichardson
There
in the command of his division when the latter was wounded.
was none disposable all were actively engaged or had been detached
to other xmints, but Graham’s light 12’s were sent instead. This batsame

—

j

;
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was placed in position under difficult circumstances, and beautihandled by Captain Graham under a severe fire, in which he lost
heavily in men and horses. Colonel Hays, under whose observation the
service was rendered, has recommended Captain Graham and Lieutenant
Elder, his first lieutenant, for a brevet, in which I concur.
The horse artillery accompanied the cavalry, and occupied the gap
in the center of the line of battle, between Hancock^s division and
Burnside’s corps, and became warmly engaged with the enemy.
On the 19th instant the horse artillery accompanied the cavalry in
pursuit of the enemy. They were closely followed by the Eeserve Artillery under Colonel Hays, a number of whose batteries took part in the
artillery combat between the batteries on opposite sides of the Potomac.
The enemy’s gunners and their supi)orts being driven off, a small body
of our infantry crossed the river and secured six of the abandoned guns.
tery

fully

these operations took place under the immediate orders of General
yon to his report for the particulars.
The artillery attached to the divisions performed their duties creditably and gallantly, and there were many instances of desperate fighting.
The enemy repeatedly attempted to carry our batteries, but were in
every instance driven back, a circumstance due in a great degree to the
care taken in posting their supports.
I have to acknowledge the serviees in this campaign of Lieut. E. It.
AVarner, Third Artillery, my assistant adjutant-general, and the only
officer on my staff.
He was zealous and indefatigable in his labors to
ascertain and provide for the deficiencies of the batteries, and performed
his duties gallantly on the field.
Lieutenant-Colonel Hays, commanding the Eeserve Artillery and batteries of position, performed his duties with his usual skill, judgment,
and effect. His reputation is too well established to require further

As
1

^orter, I respectfully refer

commendation from me.
Lieut. AV. D. Fuller, Third Artillery,

in charge of the reserve ammunition column, is entitled to special credit for his energy in organizing
the train and bringing it forward from AVashington. Upon his labors
depended the supply of ammunition not only to the reserve, but to most
of the division batteries on the field, and he did his work thoroughly

and

efficiently.

The conclusion of the

battle left the artillery of the army scant of
men, of horses, of ammunition, of supplies of every description. The
greater portion of the batteries had, before entering on this campaign,
neither the time nor the opportunity to repair the losses and damages
or replace the expenditures of the previous one. An almost complete
reorganization and reassignment was necessary. All efforts were immediately directed to placing them in condition again to take the field.
Notwithstanding these efforts, they Avere not fully prepared when the
army crossed the Potomac, and large portions of the sui)plies they
required were not receiA^ed until after they reached this x)lace. To the
constant employment of the battery officers, chiefs of artillery, and
myself in the performance of these, the most important and necessary
duties at the time, must be attributed my inability to prepare a more
complete or satisfactory reiiort of the artillery operations of the cam-

paign.

Eespcctfully, your obedient servant,

HENEY
Brig. Gen. Voh., Chief of Artillery

Brig. Gen. E. B. Marcy,
{Late) Chief of Staff,

Army

J.

HUNT,

Army of the Fotomae.

of the Potomac.
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Report of Brig. Gen. Alfred Pleaso7ito7i, U. S. Army, eommanding Cavalry
Division, of operations September 4-17.

Headquarters Cavalry
Camp near

General

Division,

Sharpshurg, September 19, 18G2.

I have the honor to submit the following report of servperformed by this division in the late operations of the Army of the
Potomac, comprehending the expulsion of the enemy from Maryland:
On the 4th instant the command moved from Falls Church, on the
south side of the Potomac, passed over the Aqueduct Bridge to Tennallytown, and from thence proceeded to reconnoiter all the fords on the
Potomac as far as Seneca Mills, finally assuming a position at Muddy
Pun. This occupied the 4th, 5th, and 6th instant.
On the 6th instant the First New York Cavalry moved to Middleburg,
and sent four companies to occupy Clarksburg, at the same time scouting the country to Hyattstown. The First U. S. Cavalry proceeded to
Brookville, to scout in the direction of the Baltimore and Ohio Eailroad.
The Eighth Illinois and Third Indiana Cavalry moved the same day in
advance of Darnestown, picketing the roads in the direction of Poolesville and the fords on the Potomac.
On the 7th instant two squadrons of the Eighth Illinois and two of
the Third Indiana, under Major Chapman, of the Third Indiana, made
a dash on Poolesville and captured two cavalry vedettes, all of the
enemy in the town at the time. The next day, the 8th instant. Colonel
Farnsworth moved his command the Eighth Illinois, Third Indiana,
and a section of horse artillery of Company M, Second Artillery, under
First Lieutenant Chapin to occupy Poolesville and picket the roads to
Conrad’s Ferry, Edwards Ferry, Barnesville, and the Monocacy. As
this force neared Poolesville, the enemy’s cavalry were observed retreatiug on the road leading to Barnesville, and some squadrons of the Third
Indiana pushed after them. They had not proceeded far before the
enemy opened a fire from some guns strongly posted on the right of
the town. The section of artillery, under Lieutenant Chapin, soon
silenced these guns, which made off in the direction of Barnesville.
The squadrons of the Third Indiana, under Major Chapman, were now
ordered to charge the battery, which was handsomely done, the enemy’s cavalry and artillery being driven over 3 miles, when the Eighth
Illinois coming up, under Major Medill, the chase was continued until
:

ice

—

—

after dark.
In this affair the Third Indiana lost 1 killed and 11 wounded j the
Eighth Illinois 1 wounded. The rebel loss amounted to 8 killed, 16

—

wounded, and 6 prisoners all cavalry.
On the 9th instant Farnsworth with his command proceeded toward
Barnesville, and observing a squadron of the enemy’s cavalry near Monocacy Church, he directed Captain Farnsworth’s squadron, of the Eighth
Illinois, to gain their rear and cut them off*. This movement succeeded
in dividing the enemy and in capturing their battle-flag (that of the
Twelfth Virginia Cavalry, called the Ashby Cavalry), besides several
prisoners. TTie march being continued toward Barnesville, Captain
Kelley’s squadron. Eighth Illinois, being in advance, encountered the
enemy’s vedettes on the edge of the village. A dash was made on them
through the village and some 2 miles beyond, the troops being engaged
twice in a hand-to-hand fight. The day’s work resulted in killing 4 of

;
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the eueiDy, wounding 5, and taking 27 prisoners, while we lost not a
man or a horse.
On the 10th instant Captain Sanders, Sixth Cavalry, with a cavalry
force and two guns, attempted to dislodge the enemy from the base of
Sugar Loaf Mountain, but the latter was too strongly posted to be moved
except by a larger force than was at my disposal. Franklin’s corps
arrived in the afternoon, and on the 11th instant the rebels were soon
in retreat, Hancock’s brigade, of Franklin’s corps, and Farnsworth’s
brigade of cavalry being the forces engaged.
On the 12th instant Farnsworth’s brigade moved by the way of Clarksburg to Frederick City, and also Eobertson’s and Hains’ batteries. The
Sixth Cavalry, and a section of artillery, under Captain Sanders, moved
to the Monocacy, and was afterward under tlie orders of Franklin at
Jefierson.

About 5 o’clock in the evening I entered Frederick with my command,
having been joined by the First New York, under Colonel McEeynolds,
and a portion of the Twelfth Pennsylvania. The enemy’s pickets were
driven out of Frederick as we advanced on the Urbana road, while
Burnside’s corps pushed them on the Eew Market road, from which
direction he entered about half an hour before my advance.
On the morning of the 13th instant McEeynolds’ brigade, with a section of artillery, was sent in the direction of Gettysburg by orders from
your headquarters, while Eush’s Lancers joined Franklin’s corps at Jefferson. At the same time, after an arrangement with General Burnside
as to the manner of proceeding, and in which he most generously offered
every assistance, the remainder of my command started at daylight on
the Hagerstown turnpike, and had proceeded some 3 or 4 miles when
the enemy opened upon the advance with artillery from the ridge to the
left of where the road x^asses over the Catoctin range of the Blue Eidge.
Their batteries were supported by dismounted cavalry.
couple of
sections from Eobertson’s and Hains’ batteries were immediately opened
on our side, and some squadrons of the Eighth Illinois and Third Indiana were dismounted, and sent ux) the mountain to the right as skirmishers. After a severe cannonatling and several warm volleys with
carbines, the enemy retreated hastily, having i)reviously barricaded the
road in several places. A raxiid x^iirsuit was made and a number of
X)risoners taken, when the enemy made a second stand on the east side
of Middletown. Gibson’s battery then came ux), and soon in beautiful
style induced another backward movement. Farnsworth’s brigade then
advanced, and engaged the cavalry until they were driven beyond the
town about 1,000 yards, to a third position they had selected to defend.
A section of Gibson’s battery engaged them here, and in a few minutes
the enemy retreated rapidly to Turner’s Gaxi of the South Mountain
but before doing so they blew up the bridge on the Catoctin Creek, and
set fire to the barn and other valuables of the i)ersons residing at that
X)oint.
As the creek was easily fordable, this did not x>revent my advance to the foot of the mountain, which was’ found to be too strong a
X)osition to be carried by my force.

A

RATTLE OF SOUTH MOUNTAIN.
Being soon satished that the enemy would defend his x^osition at
Turner’s Caj) with a large force, I sent back to General Burnside for
some infantry, and in the intermediate time I caused a force of dismounted cavalry to move iq) the mountain on the right of the turnpike,
to examine the imsition on that side.
This xiroduced some skirmishing
14 R
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with the enemy, and induced him to mass a considerable force on that
I learned also that there were two roads, one
side during the night.
on the right and the other to the left of the gap, both of which entered
the turnpike beyond the gap, and would assist us materially in turning
the enemy’s position on both flanks. General Burnside’s troops did not
arrive in time to engage on the 13th, but on the morning of the 14th
instant the general kindly sent me a brigade of infantry, under Colonel
Scammon, and some heavy batteries. Scarnmon’s brigade I directed to
move up the mountain on the left-hand road, gain the crest, and then
move to the right to the turnpike in the enemy’s rear. At the same
time I placed Gibson’s battery and the heavy batteries in position to
the left, covering the road on that side, and obtaining a direct fire on
the enemy’s position in the gap.
Shortly after this, General Cox arrived with a second brigade of infantry, and upon my explaining the position to him, he moved to the
support of Scammon, who was successful in his movement to gain the
crest of the mountain. During the cannonading that was then going
on, the enemy’s batteries were several times driven from the gap, but
the contest assuming on each side large proportions, and Major-General
Beno having arrived on the field, I pointed out to him the positions of
the troops as I had placed them, giving him at the same time those of
the enemy. He immediately assumed the direction of the operations,
passed to the front on the mountain height and was eminently successful in driving the enemy, until he fell at the moment he was gallantly
leading his command to a crowning victory. The clear judgment and
determined courage of Keno rendered the triumphant results obtained
by the operations of his corps second to none of the brilliant deeds
accomplished on that field. At his loss a master-mind had passed
iiway.
During this action the First Massachusetts and Third Indiana Cavalry were detached to serve with Hooker’s corps.
,

THE PURSUIT.

At daylight on

the morning of the 15th, I started in pursuit of the
of the Eighth Illinois Cavalry. The advance came
up with the enemy’s rear guard of cavalry on entering Boonsboroiigh,
charged them repeatedly, and drove them some 2 miles beyond the
section of Tidball’s battery came up at this time and gave
town.
tliem a few shells, when they broke and ran in every direction, leaving
two pieces of artillery behind them, 30 dead on the field, some 50
wounded, and a very large number of prisoners, among whom were
several hundred stragglers. Our loss was 1 killed and 15 wounded.
Among the latter was the brave Captain Kelley, of the Eighth Illinois
Cavalry, who was shot while gallantly charging at the head of his
squadron. In this afiair the enemy outnumbered us three to one, and
the number of desperate personal encounters that day clearly shows
the superiority of our cavalry. Colonel Farnsworth, Captains Kelley,
Medill, and First Lieutenant and Adjutant Hynes, of tlie Eighth Illinois
Cavalry, were conspicuous for their gallantry on this occasion also
Captain Custer and First Lieutenant Martin, aides-de-camp on the stall*
of General McClellan, and who were serving with me at the time. In
obedience to my instructions, I then moved in the direction of Sharps
burg, and came up with Eichardson’s division in line of battle in advance of Keedysville, the enemy being in position this side of Sharpsburg. General Eichardson having no batteries with him, requested of

enemy with a part
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TidbalPs four gnus, to reply to the eiiemy^s batteries, whieh had
Tidball was soon x)laced
line.
in position, and returned fire, and this was continued at intervals on
this and the succeeding day by numerous batteries engaged on both

me

opened at four different points of their

sides.

On

the 10th instant my cavalry was engaged in reconnaissances,
and supports to batteries.

escorts,

THE BATTLE OF ANTIETAM.

On the morning of the 17th instant, after the commencement of the
action on the right, I was directed by Major-General McClellan, ver*bally, to advance with my division of cavalry and horse batteries of
artillery on the turnpike toward Sharpsburg, to some suitable position
beyond the bridge over the Autietam Creek, and support the left of
Sumner’s line of battle with my force.
Finding the enemy had a cross-fire of artillery on the bridge, and
that his sharpshooters covered it in front, I first threw forward some
cavalry skirmishers, and then advanced TidbalPs battery by piece, under
a heavy fire, to drive off the sharpshooters with canister. This plan in
a short time succeeded in clearing the front sufficiently to obtain positions for Gibson’s, Eobertson’s, TidbalPs, and Hains’ batteries, who
opened on the enemy with great effect, having a direct fire in front and
an enfilading fire in front of Sumner’s corps on the right, and supporting the right of Burnside’s corps on the left, the distance to Sumner’s
corps being nearly a mile, and something greater to that of Burnside’s,
my force being the only one in front, connecting the two corps. The
fire was kept up over two hours, when the enemy’s fire had slackened
very much, and my batteries, requiring ammunition, retired by piece and
by section to supply themselves, being replaced by EandoPs battery and
Kusserow’s battery, from Sykes’ division. I was also indebted to General Sykes for five small battalions of infantry he kindly placed at my
disposal, to assist in supporting my position.
The following cavalry supports were to the right and left of my position, viz: The Fifth Eegular Cavalry, Farnsworth’s brigade, Eush’s
brigade, and two regiments of the Fifth Brigade, under Colonel Davis,
of the Eighth ISTew York. About 3 o’clock iii the afternoon three of my
batteries, TidbalPs, Eobertson’s, and Hains’, returned to their positions,
EandoPs battery being relieved and Gibson’s being xilaced in position
on the right of the road, in rear, to cover the bridge.
The fight was then renewed with increased vigor and energy, the
enemy’s batteries being soon driven from their position in front of us.
At the same time a heavy column of dust could be seen moving behind
the Sharpsburg Eidge toward Sumner’s left. I directed the fire of the
batteries into this dust, and soon the development of the enemy’s line
of battle, fully a mile long, could be seen bearing down upon Eichardson’s division on Sumner’s left, then commanded by Hancock, Eichardson having been badly wounded. The enemy’s batteries were also playing heavily upon this division.
At this time Hancock requested some guns to assist him. IN'one could
be spared at that moment, but I directed tlie fire of some eighteen guns
upon the enemy’s line in front of him for twenty minutes, Avlien we had
the satisfaction of seeing this immense line first halt, deliver a desultory lire, and then break and run to the rear in the greatest confusion
and disorder.
section of TidbalPs battery was immediately advanced
to the crest of a hill several hundred yards to the front, and in front of

A
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the infantry of Hancock’s left. This was a most favorable position for
operating on a battery then in fall play upon the center of Sumner’s
line.
The fire from this section contributed in no small degree toward
silencing this battery.
It was now 4 o’clock in the afternoon.

'

Burnside’s corps had driven
the enemy back upon the hill upon which his batteries were placed, and,
in conjunction with the repulse of the enemy in front of Hancock, left
the field open to the Sharpsburg Eidge, to which point I desired to forward my batteries, to obtain an enfilading fire upon the enemy in front
of Burnside, and enable Sumner to advance to Sharpsburg. I was so
satisfied that this could be done at that moment, that I sent a request to
Maj. Gen. Fitz John Porter, asking for the assistance of some infantry
to support my advance to the Sharpsburg Eidge. This request was not
entertained by General Porter, and I have since been informed the force
I needed was not then at his disposal. I held my position until 7 o’clock
in the evening, when I was withdrawn, by the orders of Major-General
McClellan to the bivouac at Keedysville.
On the 18th instant my cavalry were engaged collecting stragglers
and feeling the enemy on the different roads.
On the 19th instant I started in pursuit of the enemy, who had fled
to the opposite side of the Potomac. Before reaching the river, I succeeded in capturing 167 prisoners, one gun left behind by the enemy
,

m

his haste,

and one

color.

On

arriving near the river on the turnpike, the enemy’s batteries
fire from several positions below Shepherdstown, covering Blackford’s Ford. Gibson’s, Tidball’s, and Eobertson’s batteries replied with such effect that the enemy drew off the greater part of his
guns. This cannonade lasted about two hours, when, a part of Porter’s
corps coming up, my command was relieved from this position, and withdrew to camp.
The services of this division from the 4th of September up to the 19th
of the same were of the most constant and arduous character. For fifteen successive days we were in contact with the enemy, and each day
conflicts of some kind were maintained, in which we gradually but steadThe officers and men have exerted themselves to insure
ily advanced.
the success of every expedition, and their efforts have been fortunate,
as no mishaps have occurred beyond the casualties incident to such

opened a heavy

service.
The losses of the division in the

campaign were as follows 17 killed,
78 wounded, and 13 missing, making a total of 108.
The distinguished service rendered by the officers of the horse artillery
renders it proper to mention their several names in this report. In Gibson’s battery. Third Artillery", there were Capt. H. G. Gibson, First
Lieuts. E. Pendleton and H. Meinell, and Second Lieut. F. D. L. EusIn Eobertson’s battery. Second Artillery, there
sell. Fourth Artillery.
were Capt. James M. Eobertson and Second Lieut. Albert O. Vincent.
In Tidball’s battery. Second Artillery, were Capt. John 0. Tidball, First
Dennison
Lieut. A. O. M. Pennington, jr.. Second Lieuts. William
and Eobert Clarke. In Hains’ battery. Second Artillery, were First
Lieut. Peter C. Hains and Second Lieut. Eobert H. Chapin.
The officers of the cavalry who are entitled to mention, from their
position and gallant service, are as follows
First Brigade, Maj.'C. J. Whiting commanding, and Capts. J. E.
Harrison and Wesley Owens, of the Fifth Cavalry. Sixth Cavalry,
Capt. W. P. Sanders commanding, and Capts. George C. Cram and
Henry B. Hays, and Lieut. Albert Coats, adjutant.
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Second Bricjade. Col. J. F. Farnswortli, Eiglitli Illinois, comnaandingj Oapts. W. H. Medill, E. S. Kelley, Alplieus Clark, E. J. Farnsworth, J. D. Ludlam; First Lieut. D. J. Hynes, Adjt. Daniel W. Buck,
Second Lieut. 1. W. Trask, of the Eighth Illinois Eegiment. Third Indiana Cavalry, Major Chapman ; Captains Patton and Lemmon. Eighth
Pennsylvania Cavalry, Capt. Peter Keenan. First Massachusetts Cavalry, Captain Crowninshield.
Third Brigade. Col. K. H. Eush commanding Lieut. Col. C. Boss
Fourth Pennsylvania Cavalry,
Smith, Sixth Pennsylvania Lancers.
Col. J. H. Childs (who was killed) ; Lieut. Col. J. K. Kerr.
Fourth Brigade. Col. A. T. McEeynolds commanding. First Kew
York Cavalry; Major Adams, First Kew York Cavalry; Maj. J. A.
Congdon, Twelfth Pennsylvania Cavalry.
Fifth Brigade. Two regiments of which were engaged in the battle
of Antietam, under Colonel Davis; Eighth Kew York, Col. B. F. Davis;
Third Pennsyfvania, Lieutenant-Colonel Owen commanding.
portion of the First Eegular Cavalry were under my command in
the pursuit of the enemy to the river, and did good service under Capt.

—

•

—

—

A

Marcus A. Eeno.

To the following officers of my staff I am much indebted for their effiand valuable services: Capt. A. J. Cohen, assistant adjutant- general; First Lieuts. Isaac M. Ward, Sixth Cavalry, and C. Thompson, First
New York Cavalry, aides-de-camp First Lieut. J. W. Spangler, Sixth
cient

;

Cavalry, division quartermaster ; First Lieut. J. A. Hall, First Cavalry,
division commissary of subsistence. Also to First Lieut. Leroy S. Elbert, Third Cavalry, acting aide-de-camp.
The five small battalions of regular infantry from Sykes^ division on
the 17th at the battle of Antietam kept a superior force from my guns
for the greater part of the day.
These men behaved splendidly throughout the fight, and Capt. Hiram Dryer, of the Fourth Infantry, who was
in command, distinguished himself by his gallantry and good service.
This command was composed of a battalion from each of the following
regular regiments, viz The Second, Fourth, Tenth, Twelfth, and Fourteenth Infantry.
To the Signal Cordis and to the members of the special service I have
been indebted for important information furnished at various times.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
:

A.

PLEASONTON,

Brigadier -General^ Commanding Division.
Brig. Gen. E. B.

Chief of Staff,

Marcy,
Army of the Fotomac.

No.

9.

.

Reports of Maj. Gen. Joseph Ilooher, U. S. Army, commanding First
Army Corps, of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam, ivith congratulations of General McClellan.

Headquarters First Army Corps,
Washington

City,

D.

C.,

November

7.,

18G2.

Colonel: I have the honor to report that the First Corps commenced its march from the camp on the Monocacy at daylight on the
morning of the 14th September, and continued

it

over the National
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turnpike to the vicinity of Middletown, which place it reached about 1
o’clock p. in.
While here 1 was requested by the major-general commanding the Army of the Potomac to ride to the front and examine the
country in the neighborliood of where it was proposed to pass the arjiiy
over South Mountain. The enemy had taken possession of the turnpike
and the crests of the mountain, prepared to dispute its passage. On
my way I ])assed Cox’s corps, withdrawing from the contest,* and still
farther on I came up with some of our batteries, exchanging shots at
long ‘distance with some of the rebel batteries posted near the turnpike,
ami apparently about half way up the slope of the mountain. Still
farther on was Peno’s corps, moving into position to the south of the
turnpike, over what appeared to be a trail, his troops stretching from
the summit to the base of the mountain. The general direction of this
ridge is perpendicular to the line of the road.
l^h-om a point near to where our batteries were placed, I was enabled
to make an excellent reconnaissance of the eastern sldjie, extending
far to the north and south of the pike.
While here, about 2 o’clock,
Meade’s division of my corps was ordered to make a diversion in favor
of Eeno, to the right of the turnpike, and soon after I received instructions from the major-general commanding the Army of the Potomac to
hold my whole corps in readiness to support the First Division. Accordingly, they were all put en route^ and marched to the base of the
foot-hills, where the divisions were deployed for battle as rapidly as
they arrived Meade’s division on the right. Hatch’s on the left, that of
Picketts’ being held in reserve.
The right of Meade’s division rested nearly
miles from the turn
pike. Williams’ First Pegiment Massachusetts Cavalry was dispatched
liigher up the valley, to ol^serve the movements of the enemy, if any,
in that direction.
In front of us was South Mountain, the crest of the spinal ridge of
which was held by tlie enemy in considerable force. Its slopes are
])recipitous, rugged, and wooded, and difficult of ascent to an infantry
I'orce, even in absence of a foe in front.
The National turnpike crosses
the summit of this range of mountains through a gentle depression, and
near tliis point a spur iirojects from the body of the ridge, and running
nearly parallel with it about a mile, where it is abruptly cut by a rivulet
from the main ridge, and rises again and extends far to the nortliward.
At and to the north of the pike this spur is separated from the main
ridge by a narrow valley, with cultivated fields, extending well up the
gentle slope of the hill on each side. Here the enemy had a strong infantry force posted, and a few i)ieces of artillery. Through the break in
the spur at the base of the principal ridge were other cleared fields,
occuiiied by the enemy. Cooper’s battery was brought into position on
high ground, and opened on the enemy visible on this part of the field.
While this battery was moving to its position, and while the infantry
were deploying, the enemy threw a few shot from a battery on the side
of the mountain, but at long range, producing little or no efiect.
As soon as these dispositions were made, and, from my observation,
anticipating no important sequence from the attack to the south of the
turnpike, it was resolved to move to the assault at once, [which was]
commenced with throwing forward a heavy body of skirmishers along
my whole line, and directions were given for Meade and Hatch to support them with their divisions. Meade moved forward with great vigor,
and soon became engaged, driving everything before him. Every step

—

Seo Burnside’s report of J/innary 20, 1863,
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of his advance was resisted stubbornly by a numerous enemy, and, besides, lie had great natural obstacles to overcome, wliich impeded his

advance but did not check

it.

great elevation and the dense smoke which rose over the top
of the forest, the progress of the battle on this part of the held was
watched with anxious interest for miles around, and while it elicited
the applause of the spectators, they could not fail to admire the steadiness, resolution, and courage of the brave officers and men engaged.
At this moment word was received that the enemy were attempting
to turn JMeade’s right, when Duryea’s brigade, Ricketts^ division, was
dispatched to thwart it, and reached there in good time to render sid)stantial aid in this, and also in assisting their comrades in crowning the
summit with our arms. This was taken possession of in hue style
between sundown and dark, and from that moment the battle was won.
From here we threatened the retreat of the rebels posted between the
main ridge and the si)ur of the mountain, while it commanded the turnOn reaching the summit, Meade
])ike on both sides of the mountain.
was ordered to hold it until further orders.
Meantime Hatch had pressed into the forest on the left, and, after
driving in their advanced pickets, encountered a heavy fire from the
enemy massed in his front. The struggle became violent and protracted, his troops displaying the finest courage and determination.
An excellent brigade had been withdrawn from this division by the
major-general commanding the right wing without my knowledge, and
ordered to advance to the turnpike, but as no report of their operations
has been rendered me by General Gibbon, I can only call your attention
to their list of casualties it speaks for itself. Hatch being outnumbered,
sorely pressed, and almost out of ammunition, Christian’s brigade, Ricketts’ division, was ordered forward to strengthen him, and in this rendered good^ervice. On this part of the field the resistance of the enemy
was continued until after dark, and only subsided on his being driven
from his position. It being very dark, our troops were directed to remain in position, and Hartsuft’s brigade was brought up and formed a
line across the valley, connecting with Meade’s left and Hatch’s right,
and all were directed to sleep on their arms.
At dawn Hartsuft’s skirmishers were thrown forward, supported by
his brigade, to the Mountain House, a mounted picket of the enemy retreating as they advanced. The enemy had been re-enforced by twenty
regiments of Longstreet’s corps during the early part of the night, bnt
between 12 and 1 o’clock commenced a hurried and confused retreat,
leaving his dead on our hands and his wounded uncared for.
Notwithstanding we had remained in the undisturbed possession of
every foot of ground we had fought on, driven them from one end of our
line to the other, and taken upward of a thousand prisoners, with shameful effrontery this field was heralded from the rebels’ caiiital as a victory.
When the advantages of the enemy’s position are considered, and liis
preponderating numbers, the forcing of the passage of South Mouutain
will be classed among the most brilliant and satisfactory achievements
of this army, and its principal glory will be awarded to the First Corps.
I have omitted to mention that Brigadier-General Richardson had reported to me at the head of his splendid division at daylight on tlie
morning of the 15th, and, as it was well in hand, he was directed to pursue the enemy in their hurried retreat, which was promptly executed by
that distinguished officer.
The es])ecial attention of the major-general commanding is called to
the reports of division, brigade, regimental, and battery commanders.

From
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here with transmitted, as they uniformly hear testimony to the noble
conduct of our troops in this battle. To theirs I must add the heartfelt
and grateful testimony of their commander.
1 must also respectfully refer you to these reports for the evidences
of signal and distinguished services on the part of individuals and of
corps.
I desire to make special mention of Brigadier General Meade for the
great intelligence and gallantry displayed by him. Also Brigadier-

General Hatch, who was severely wounded, and Brigadier-General
Bicketts and Brigadier- General Doubleday, who rendered me an enlightened and generous assistance.
The limits of a report only allow me to speak in general terms of my
brigade, regimental, and battery commanders. Their services were
eminently meritorious and satisfactory. I further desire to make my
acknowledgments to Brigadier- General Marcy, chief of staff of the Army
of the Potomac, for his valuable services.
He remained with me
throughout the greater part of the engagement. I am also under obligations to Major Hammerstein, aide-de-camp, at the same headquarters,
for his assistance and support.
My staff, Lieut. Col. Joseph Dickinson, assistant adjutant-general;
Maj. William H. Lawrence, Capts. William L. Candler and Alexander
Moore, aides-de-camp, assisted me with their accustomed intelligence
and courage.
The list of killed and wounded is herewith respectfully forwarded,

numbering 878.*
Verv respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOSEPH HOOKER,
Major- Genera}.,
Lieut. Col. Lewis Richmond,
Asst. Adjt. Gen.., Right Wing^

Army

Commanding First

Corps.

of the Potomac.

ANTIETAM. t

Headquarters First Corps, Army of the Potomac,
Washington., D. 0., November

8,

1862.

General: At daAvn the morning following the battle of South
Mountain, September 15, Hartsuff’s skirmishers, supported by his brigade, were thrown forward, when it was ascertained that the enemy
liad fallen back from our front, leaving his dead and wounded in our
hands, toward Boonsborough, and from thence had taken the road to
Sharpsburg.
Soon after Hartsuff^s advance. General Richardson, with his brigade
of Sumner’s corps, was ordered to take the place of Hartsuff*, and to
proceed in vigorous pursuit, with no other instructions than not to
engage the enemy if he overtook him, but await my arrival. Meantime my corps were ordered to make a little coffee and eat their breakfasts, which they had not been able to do since the beginning of their
march from the Monocacy, the morning previous. Pleasonton’s cavalry
followed in the footsteps of Richardson’s brigade, and soon after the
First Corps resumed its march in pursuit of the enemy.
*But
t

see revised statement, p. 184.
Unfinished report, found in records of First Corps,

Army

of the Potomac.
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About 10 o’clock a. m. word was received that lie bad made a stand
a mile or more in front of Sbarpsburg, and about that distance from
Eicbardson’s command. As General Kicbardson was without artillery,
he had borrowed a section from Pleasonton, and had already opened on
the enemy when I reached the field. The rebels appeared to be ostentatiously deployed in two lines, perpendicular to the road leading to
Sharpsburg, with his batteries posted to resist the passage of our forces
over the bridge which crosses that stream. All of his troops appeared
exposed to view, and numbered, as nearly as I could estimate, about
30,000 men. Fully conscious of my weakness in number and morale, 1
did not feel strong enough to attack him in front, even after the arrival
of the First Corps, and it was only after the left of the enemy was
observed to break into column and march to the rear, behind a forest,
on which appeared to be the Williamsport road, that Maj. D. 0. Houston,
of the Engineers, was dispatched up the river to find practicable fords,
by the means of which my troops might be thrown across the Antietam
River to attack the enemy, and perhaps cut ofi;* his artillery, as soon
as his numbers were sufficiently reduced to justify the movement.
bridge was found, and also two fords, which with little labor on the
banks were rendered practicable for the passage of infantry and artillery.
At 5 o’clock p. m. about one-half of the enemy’s infantry force had
passed to the rear, when I deemed it too late to make the detour, in
order to come up with the enemy, without a night march through a
country of which we were profoundly ignorant.
Meanwhile the bulk of the army was arriving in the valley of Antietam, and all the enemy’s artillery, with a considerable portion of his
infantry, remained in the position in which we had found them in the
morning.
Between 1 and'2 o’clock the day following, I received instructions from
the major-general commanding the Army of tlie Potomac to cross the
river with the First Corps, and attack the enemy on his left flank,
Meade’s and Ricketts’ divisions crossing the bridge near Keedysville,
and Doubleday’s division at tlie ford just below it.
As soon as I saw my command under way, I rode to the headquarters
of the commanding general for any further orders he might have to give
me, when I was informed that 1 was at liberty to call for re-enforcements if I should need them, and that on their arrival they would be
placed under my command, and 1 returned and joined my troops on
their march.
Our direction was nearly perpendicular to the river we
had crossed, my object being to gain the high ground or divide between
the Potomac and Antietam Rivers, and then incline to the left, following
the elevation toward the left of the rebel army. Two regiments of
Meade’s division were thrown forward as skirmishers, followed by a
squadron of Owen’s cavalry, and all siq^ported by Meade’s division.
Inid not proceeded over a half a mile before the commanding general
with his stalf joined me, apparently to see how we were progressing.
Among other subjects of conversation, I said to the general that he had
ordered my small cori:>s, now numbering between 12,000 and 13,000 (as I
had just lost nearly 1,000 men in the battle of South Mountain), across
.the river to attack the whole rebel army, and that if re-enforcements
were not forwarded promi)tly, or if another attack was not made on the
enemy’s right, the rebels would eat me ui>. Pretty soon after this interview, my skirmishers became engaged with the enemy’s advanced post,
and the firing was continued incessantly until dark, we advancing slowly,
and the enemy retiring before us. During the last part of the time the
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resistance became formidable, and we all slept on onr arms that night.
The cleared space between the forests necessitated a change in my
front from a division to a brigade, and Seymour’s command held the
advance when night overtook ns, and bivouacked in advance of my corps
when operations were suspended.
The night becoming dark and drizzly, I sought shelter in Miller’s barn,
a few yards to the left of the Hagerstown pike (facing the south), and
directly in the rear of Seymour’s brigade. Desultory firing was kept uj)
between the pickets almost througliout the night, and about 0 o’clock
p. m. I visited them in order to satisfy mj^self concerning this firing, and
found that the lines of pickets of the two armies were so near each other
as to be able to hear each other walk, but were not visible to each other.
I found Seymour’s officers and men keenly alive to their proximity to
our enemy, and seemed to realize the responsible character of their services for .the night.
Indeed, their conduct inspired me with the fullest
confidence, and on returning to the barn I immediately dispatched a courier informing the commanding general of my surroundings, and assuring him that the battle would be renewed at the earliest dawn, and tliat
re-enforcements should be ordered forward in season to reach me before
that moment.
General Mansfield, with his corj^s, did cross the creek that night, and
encamped his command about 1 mile in rear of my own, and in the
morning participated actively in the battle.
were now 3 or 4 miles
in advance of where we had crossed the Antietam Bridge.
At daylight
we were fully prepared to renew our marcli, which lay through orchards,
corn-fields, and over x^lowed ground, skirted on either side by forests,
the cleared space between which averaging not more than 400 or 500
yards in width, the field and the object in view narrowing my front to
quite a limited degree. Doubleday’s division was posted on the right,
Iticketts’ on the left, and Meade’s in reserve.
At daylight Gibbon’s and
Hartsuft’s brigades were thrown forward, supported with the brigades
of their respective divisions, while Meade followed them up in the center, instructed to spring to the assistance of either, as circumstances
might require. Seymour continued to hold the advance, with the utmost firmness and resolution, until our troops had passed him. With
these dispositions completed, the battle was soon renewed on the morning of the 17th.
object was to gain the high ground nearly threequarters of a mile in advance of me, and which commanded the position
taken by the enemy on his retreat from South Mountain to prevent
which he had been re enforced by Jackson’s corps during the night,
and at the same time had planted field batteries on high ground on our
right and rear, to enfilade our lines when exx^osed during the advance.
had not x^roceeded far before I discovered that a heavy force of the
enemy had taken x^ossession of a corn-field (I have since learned about
a thirty-acre field) in my immediate front, and from the sun’s rays falling on their bayonets x)rojecting above the corn could see that the field
was filled with the enemy, with arms in their hands, standing apx^arently at
support arms.” Instructions were immediately given for the
assemblage of all of my spare batteries, near at hand, of which I think
there were five or six, to sx^ring into battery, on the right of this field,
and to open with canister at once. In the time I am writing every
stalk of corn in the northern and greater part of the field was cut as
closely as could have been done with a knife, and the slain lay in rows
It
X^recisely as they had stood in their ranks a few moments before.
was never my fortune to witness a more bloody, dismal battle-field.
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Those that escaped fled in the opposite direction froui onr advance, and
sought refuge behind the trees, fences, and stone ledges nearly on a
line with the Dunker Church, &c., as there was no resisting this torrent of death-dealing missives. I have since been informed by a division commander of Jackson’s corps that the latter was waiting for some
stragglers to arrive which had been left during his night march from
Harper’s Ferry, in anticipation of delivering an attack on my command.
The whole morning had been one of unusual animation to me ami
fraught with the grandest events. The conduct of my troops was sublime, and the occasion almost lifted me to the skies, and its memories
My command followed the fugitives closely
will ever remain near me.
until we had passed the corn-field a quarter of a mile or more, when
I was removed from my saddle in the act of falling out of it from loss
While
of blood, having previously been struck without my knowledge.
my wound was being examined by the surgeons, Sumner’s corps appeared
upon the field on my immediate right, and I have an indistinct recollection of having seen Sedgwick’s division pass to the front. I do not think
that I examined my watch that morning, but feel confident as to the
time 10 o’clock a. m. I was carried to the rear at once, to the house
of Mr. Pry, on the left bank of Antietam Creek.
Throughout the foregoing operations all of my officers and men of all
arms, as well as the officers composing my staff, without a solitary exception, seemed to be emulous of each other in their eagerness to learn
my wishes and execute my orders.*

—
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Gen.

S.

Williams,

Asi^htunt Adjutant- General.,

Army

of the Potomac.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
Shar2}shurg, Septe^nher 20, 1802.

Maj. Gen.

Joseph Hooker,
Commanding Corps

My Dear Hooker

I have been very sick the last few days, and
just able to go where my presence was absolutely necessary, so I could
not come to see you and thank you for what you did the other day, and
express my intense regret and sympathy for your unfortunate wound.
Had you not been wounded when you were, I believe the result of the
battle would have been the entire destruction of the rebel army, for 1
linow that, with you at its head, your corps would have kept on until .it
gained the main road. As a slight expression of what I think you
merit, I have requested that the brigadier-general’s commission rendered
vacant by Mansfield’s death may be given to you. I will this eveningwrite a private note to the President on the subject, and I am glad to
assure you that, so far as I can learn, it is the universal feeling of the
army that you are the most deserving in it.
With the sincere hope that your health may soon be restored, so that
you may again be with us in the field, I am,
dear general, your sincere friend,
:

my

GEO.

B.

McCLELLAK,
Major- General.

Not
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:

220

OPERATIONS IN

N. VA.,

No.

W. VA., MD., AND PA.

[Chap.

XXXL

10.

Gen. John F. Ilatchy TJ. S. Army^ commanding First
Division^ of the battle of South Mountain.

Report of

Bricj.

‘

Middletown, Md.,

September 15, 18G2.

Major I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of my division on the 14th instant, from the opening of the action
:

on that day to the time I was compelled to leave the field by a ]minful,
though not dangerous, wound
On leaving tlie turnpike to take up position. Gibbon’s brigade, the
largest in the division, was detached by order of Major-General Burnside, leaving but three brigades, the total effective force of which could
not have exceeded 3,500. The Twenty-first New York, under Colonel
Eogers, was first thrown forward, deployed as skirmishers, with orders to
move up a ravine leading to a low place on the crest of the mountain
on my right. The Thirty-fifth New York, under Colonel Lord, was also
deiiloyed as skirmishers, and directed to move to the crest of the mountain, connecting on the right with the Twenty-first, and covering the
wliole front of the division. The remainder of Patrick’s brigade was
moved to the front, as a support for the two regiments deployed as
Through some misunderstanding of the order. Colonel
skirmishers.
Eogers’ regiment, instead of going to the point designated, moved up
the mountain in front of the division. Of the further movements of
tliis regiment I have no information up to the time of my leaving the
field.

The error of Colonel Eogers being discovered, the Second U. S. Sharpshooters, Colonel Post, were detached from the Pirst Brigade, and proceeded up the ravine to the point indicated. I have received no Dsport
from this regiment, but have been informed that it came early into
The
action and rendered very important service during the day.
Thirty-fifth New York, supported by two regiments of Patrick’s bngade, moved very slowly up the side of the mountain, followed by the
First Brigade, commanded by Colonel Phelps, and the Second, General
Doubleday, in line of battle of battalions in mass.
The cause of the delay in the first line can best be explained by
General Patrick, whose report, I suppose, has been submitted to the
present commander of the division.
To ascertain the cause of the delay, I proceeded to the summit of the
mountain, where I was only able to find the Thirty-fifth New York.
The two supporting regiments were not to be found. The Thirty-fiftb
New Yo-rk was then advanced, supported immediately by the First
Brigade. The enemy was found posted behind a fence at the edge of a
wood, through which our attacking column was advanced, deployed in
The firing was very heavy, the enemy making a desperate resistance, and our troops advancing with determined courage.'
After about fifteen minutes of heavy firing, a charge was made by the
First Brigade, which succeeded in gaining and taking possession of
the fence held by the enemyj but the resistance of the enemy being
so much more determined than had been anticipated. Doubleday was
ordered up to support the First Brigade. At the moment of carrying
the fence I myself received a wound, which forced me to leave the field,
the command of the division devolving upon General Doubleday. On
arriving at the foot of the hill, I requested and obtained from General
Eicketts a brigade as a support for General Doubleday.
Subordinate reports not having been received by me, I am only aole to
line of battle.
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meution as deserving of ])articular praise siicli individuals as attracted
own attention. Col. Walter Plieliis, jr., Twenty-second New York,

iny

commanding First Brigade, displayed the most distinguished courage,
bringing up and handling his brigade in the most gallant manner.
Major I)e Bevoise, commanding Fourteenth New York State Militia,
gallantly led a gallant regiment, which this day added fresh laurels to
those already won. Capt. John D. O’Brian, commanding the brave
Twenty-fourth New York, attracted the attention of all by his energy
and activity. Capt. James Benkard, jr., additional aide-de-camp of
General King’s staff, and Lieut. James Lyon, Fourth New York Cavalry, my aide-de-camp, also rendered important services, bearing messages from point to point on the field, and in encouraging and urging
on the troops. The latter officer has on several former occasions been
mentioned for his gallant bearing under fire, and it is hoped may meet
with the advancement he so well deserves.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO.
Maj.

B. HATCH,
Brigadier- Ge7ieral.

Joseph Dickinson,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ First Co7j}S d^A7'7n6c.

No.

11.

Reports of BnV/. Gen. Abner JJouhledayj IL. 8. Army., co77i7na7idmg First
Division, of the battles of South Mountam and A7itieta7n.

Division, First Army Corps,
Fear Shaipsburg, Md., September 23, 18G2.
Major: I have the honor to report that this division left the Monocacy at 0 a. in. September 14, and arrived at the Catoctin about 12.30
Here the column halted until 2.30 p. m., when Brigadier- General
p. 111
Hatch assumed the command, in place of General King, who was assigned
to other duty. The enemy’s position was on the summit of South Mountain.
To avoid the fire of his batteries, the division now diverged from
the main road and struck off into a by-road to the right, which led to
a stone church at the foot of the mountain, where we found General
Itooker and his staff. The division at this time consisted of Doubleday’s, Patrick’s, and Phelps’ (late Hatch’s) brigades. General Gibbon
having been detached with his brigade on special service.
The general order of battle was for two regiments of Patrick’s brigade to precede the main body, deployed as skirmishers, and supported
by Patrick’s two remaining regiments these to be followed by Phelps’
brigade, 200 paces in the rear, and this in turn by Doubleday’s brigade,
with the same interval. In accordance with this disposition, General
Fatrick deployed the Twenty-first New York, under Colonel Eogers,
as skirmishers on the right, and the Thirty-fifth New York, under
Colonel Lord, on the left, supporting the former with the Twentieth
New York IMilitia, Lieutenant-Colonel Gates, and the latter with the

Headquarters First

.

j

Twenty-third New York, Colonel Hoffman.
By General Hatch’s order, Phelps’ brigade advanced in column of
divisions at half distance, preserving the intervals of deployment. My
brigade advanced in the same order. On reaching a road part way up
the mountain, and parallel to its summit, each brigade deployed in turn
and advanced in line of battle. Colonel Phelps’ brigade, owing to an

222

OPERATIONS IN

N. VA.,

W. VA., MD., AND PA.

[Chap.

XXXI.

accidental opening, preceded for a while onr line of skirmishers, but
soon halted, and advanced in line some 30 paces in their rear. General
Patrick rode to the front with his skirmishers, drew the fire of the enemy, and developed their position. They lay behind a fence on the
summit running north and south, fronted by a woods and backed by a
Colonel Phelps now ordered his men to
corn-field, full of rocky ledges.
advance, and General Hatch rode through the lines, pressing them forward. They went in with a cheer, poured in a deadly fire, and drove
the enemy from his position behind the fence, after a short and desperate conflict, and took post some yards beyond.
Here General Hatch was wounded and turned over the command to
me, and as during the action Colonel Wainwright, Seventy- sixth New
York Volunteers, was also wounded, the command of my brigade subsequently devolved upon Lieutenant-Colonel Hofmann, Fifty-sixth
Pennsylvania Yolunteers. Phelps’ brigade being few in number, and
having suffered severely, I relieved them just at dusk with my brigade,
reduced by former engagements to about 1,000 men, who took position
beyond the fence referred to, the enemy being in heavy force some 30
or 40 paces in our front. They pressed heavily upon us, attempting to
charge at the least cessation of our fire. At last I ordered the troops to
cease firing, lie down behind the fence, and allowed the enemy to charge
to within about 15 paces, apparently under the impression that we had
given way. Then, at the word, my men sprang to their feet and poured
in a deadly volley, from which the enemy fled in disorder, leaving their
dead within 30 feet of our line.
I learned from a wounded prisoner that we were engaged with 4,000
to 5,000, under the immediate command of General Pickett, with heavy
masses in their vicinity. He stated also that Longstreet in vain tried
to rally the men, calling them his pets, and using every eflbrt to induce
them to renew the attack. The firing on both sides still continued, my
men aiming at the flashes of the enemy’s muskets, as it was too dark
to see objects distinctly, until our cartridges were reduced to two or
three rounds.
General Picketts now came from the right and voluntarily relieved
my men at the fence, who fell back some 30 paces and lay down on
few volleys from Picketts ended the contest in about
their arms.
thirty minutes, and the enemy withdrew from the field not, however,
until an attempt to flank us on our left, which Avas gallantly met by
a ])artial change of front of the SeA^enty-sixth New York Volunteers,
under Colonel Wainwright, and the Seventh Indiana, under Major
Grover. In this attempt the enemy lost heavily, and were compelled
to retreat in disorder.
While the main attack was going on at the fence referred to. Colonel
Pogers, with his own and Lieutenant-Colonel Gates’ regiments (the
Twentieth New York State Militia and Twenty-first New York Volunteers, of Patrick’s brigade), rendered most essential service by advancing his right and holding a fence bounding the northeast side of the
same corn-field, anticipating the enemy, who made a furious rush to seize
Colonel Pogers was thus enabled to
this fence, but Avere driven back.
take the enemy in flank, and also to jiick off their cannoneers and silence
a battery which Avas at the right and behind their main body.
Our men remained in position all night, sleeping on their arms and
ready for any attack j but with the dawn it was discovered that the
enemy had fled, leaving large numbers of dead and Avounded. Among
them was Col. J. B. Strange, of the Nineteenth Virginia, and some other
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I desire to meution iu terms of just commendation General Tatriek,
whose long experience and cool bravery were never better attested;
Colonel Phelps, commanding Hatch’s brigade, and Colonel Wainwright
and Lieutenant-Colonel Hofmann, commanding in turn my own brigade.
Their gallantry and good conduct did much toward winning the victory.
I desire also to mention Capt. E. P. Halstead, assistant adjutant-general, and Lieut. B. T. Marten, aide-de-camp, who carried my orders hiithfully into the thickest of the hght, and who each spent several hours in
the night in the difficult and dangerous task of verifying the enemy’s
Also Capt. George F. Noyes, commissary of subsistence, who
position.
stood upon the fence during the hottest of the fire, cheering on the men,
and otherwise rendered me valuable assistance.
I inclose herewith a tabular statement of tlie killed and wounded.*
I am. major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. DOUBLEHAY,

Brigadier -General of Volunteers,

Gommandmg

JJivision.

Maj. Joseph Dickinson,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters First

Division, First Corps,

—

18G2.
Sharpshurg, 3Id., September
division
report
that
this
crossed
honor
to
have
the
I
the
Major:
Antietam near Keedysville, at a ford prepared by the pioneers, on the
afternoon of the ICth instant, and marched on the left of, and parallel
to, the divisions of Eicketts and Meade, Patrick’s brigade leading the
way.
Just at dusk, when within three-quarters of a mile of the road which
leads from Sharpsburg to Williamsport, the Pennsylvania Keserves,
under command of General Meade, became engaged with the enemy on
our left. I immediately halted my division and closed it up in column
in mass, after which I advanced at the head of the leading brigade to
take the position assigned me by General Hooker, who commanded the
corps. As we came on, we were assailed by one of the enemy’s advanced
batteries, the first discharge wounding several of Patriek’s men and
dismounting three orderlies behind me.
General Eicketts’ division
having been ordered into the woods on my left, it cut my line of march
and occasioned a long delay in the arrival of my other brigades. In
the mean time I had posted Patrick’s brigade iu a small triangular piece
of woods on our right, bordering the road already referred to. As soon
as the other brigades came up, they were formed in line of battle to
connect with General Meade’s division, which was on our left at the
edge of the woods, where he first encountered the enemy. General
Patrick, as I have already stated, held the little piece of woods on our
right.
Lieutenant-Colonel Hofmann’s brigade was ])osted on Patrick’s
left, to connect with General Meade’s right, and my two other brigades,
those of Gibbon’s and Phelps’, were massed in reserve in rear. That
night we slept on our arms. At dawn of day on the 17fch the battle
was opened with great spirit by the enemy’s batteries, wliich Avere
])rouiptly answered by those of my division.
Soon after I was directed
by General Hooker to have my brigades in readiness to be sent as circumstances might require. I had previously designated Gibbon’s brigade to take the advance, to be followed in succession by Phelps’, Pat-
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as a guard

to our batteries in rear, which were opposing the attempt of some rebel
batteries to enfilade our lines. Hofmann’s brigade was ordered forward
at a later period of the action, but General Hooker directed it to remain,
as the guns there were doing excellent service in silencing the enemy’s
artillery.
On this account two additional rifled guns were sent to him,
and were supported in their advanced position by the Ninety-fifth New

York Volunteers, under Major Pye,

of that regiment.
brigade forward to commence the attack
on the enemy’s position, followed by Phelps’ brigade, as a support, and
about twenty minutes afterward Patrick’s brigade was also sent forward, by order of General Hooker. Gibbon advanced in column of division on the left of the Hagerstown turnpike until he reached an open
space. He then deployed the Sixth Wisconsin Volunteers on the right
and the Second Wisconsin Volunteers on the left, and threw them
section of Campbell’s batIbrward into a corn-field in his front.
tery, under Lieutenant Stewart, was also brought into action on an
'eminence in rear, to fire over the heads of the troops, in answer to the
enemy’s batteries in front. The two regiments pushed gallantly forward,
supported by the Seventh Wisconsin Volunteers and the Nineteenth
Indiana Volunteers. After a short engagement. General Gibbon saw
that his line would probably be flanked on the right from the woods,
which extended down in that direction. To meet this contingency, he
ordered up a section of Campbell’s battery, and directed the Seventh
AVisconsin and Nineteenth Indiana Pegimentsto cross the road, deploy
on the right of the others, and push forward rapidly into the woods.
His entire brigade soon became hotly engaged. In the mean time
Phelps’ brigade had followed that of Gibbon, and when it reached the
open space already referred to, beyond the woods where Campbell’s
battery was posted, it moved by the flank and deployed forward into a
corn-field in rear of Gibbon’s command. Phelps’ position being some
00 paces in front of the battery, as soon as Gibbon’s brigade became
engaged, Phelps moved his line up, and formed about 25 paces in his
rear.
Observing that the enemy’s line now formed a crotchet, which
partially flanked Gibbon’s line, Cblonel Phelps ordered Colonel Post,
who was in command of the Second Kegiment of H. S. Sharpshooters,
to move to the right and front, advance his left, and engage that porIn this engagement the
tion of the enemy’s line that flanked ours.
Sharpshooters suffered severely, and Colonel Post was wounded, after
capturing two battle-flags from the enemy. AVhile this was going on,
It advanced, and for
1 sent Patrick’s brigade to follow the two others.
a short time took post in the same corn-field as a support.
strong
enfilading fire, as has already been stated, came from the woods against
our troops in the corn-field. To meet this, I directed General Patrick to
occupy and hold the woods, detaching, however, one of his regiments
to supi)ort Campbell’s battery, a section of which had moved forward to
the road in the vicinity of a barn and some haystacks.
I stated in the first part of this report that the Seventh AVisconsin
A^olunteers and Nineteenth Indiana Volunteers moved into the woods
This
to drive olf the enemy, who were acting against our right flank.
movement was simultaneous with that of Patrick’s brigade, all crossing
the road and moving forward into the woods at the same time. The two
regiments named took position in advance of, and parallel to, the rest of
Gibbon’s line. Patrick’s three regiments had scarcely taken position in
the woods before a body of the enemy appeared on their right, guarding
a battery of light guns they had posted there. G eneral Hooker directed
that one of Patrick’s regiments be sent to watch this battery, and the
I

now sent General Gibbon’s
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Twenty -third New York Yolnnteers, under Colonel Hoffman, was detached for that purpose. The two remaining regiments, the Twenty-first
New York Volunteers and Thirty-fifth New York Volunteers, closed up on
the Seventh Wisconsin and Nineteenth Indiana, and all moved forward
together. The enemy previous to this had kept up a brisk fire, but was
sheltered by a series of rocky ledges, which afibrded them almost perTo meet this
fect security; they poured in heavy volleys of musketry.
increase of fire, Patrick^s two regiments were thrown forward in the first
To all appearance the enemy had been strongly re-enforced, and
line.
they not only resisted our farther advance, but moved to try and capture Campbell’s battery and regain possession of the corn-field. This
charge was handsomely repulsed by the fire of the Second Wisconsin
and Sixth Wisconsin Eegiments, by the rapid discharges of the battery,
which fired double canisters, and by the flank fire of the Seventh Wisconsin and Nineteenth Indiana Eegiments, of Gibbon’s brigade, and the
Twenty-first New York and Thirty-fifth New York Volunteers, of Patrick’s brigade, these four regiments having taken up a position perpendicular to their former one, which enabled them to pour in a heavy fire
upon the flank of the charging column. Patrick could not have changed
position in this way under ordinary circa mstances, but it was evident
that a large part of the troops that had been in his front were detached
These united agencies drove the enemy back,
to aid in the charge.
saved the guns, and gave us a renewed possession of the corn-field.
General Patrick now pushed his regiments up to the road, which he
held firmly for some time, capturing two battle-flags from the rebel
regiments which advanced against him. He was finally attacked both
on his right flank and rear, and compelled to fall back. He withdrew
to a line of rocks at right angles to the general direction of the strip of
woods, and about 15 rods from them. There he remained waiting for
ammunition and re-enforcements to be sent him.
General Williams, of Mansfield’s corps, now came up with re-enforcements. He sent a regiment at my request to watch the rebel force that
supported the enfilading battery which was acting against the right of
Patrick’s line.
The other regiments that he brought up with him were
notified of the nature of the ground and of the. ])Osition of the enemy,
and were instructed by General Patrick as to the position the 3^ ought
to assume to enfilade the enemy’s line and drive him from his strong position, near the Dunker Church, which seemed to be the key of the battlefield.
The re-enforcements sent us did not attack in the right place,
and they were soon swept away by a terrific fire against their left and
front from an enemy behind the rocks they could not see. Their line
gave way, and the main body of the rebels advanced. We had no troops
left to stem the shock.
My own command had been fighting since daylight, and being out of ammunition was obliged to fall back.
Patrick’s
brigade covered our retreat, resisting the enemy gallantly and retiring
in perfect order.
Campbell’s battery having lost 38 men in killed and
wounded, including its commander among the latter, and having had
27 horses killed, was no longer in a condition for active service, and
was compelled to retire behind the supports of Sedgwick’s division, it
was soon followed by Gibbon’s and Phelps’- brigades, exhausted as they
were by long-continued fighting, nearly out of ammunition, and too few
in number to keep back the overpowering forces that were advancing.
Colonel Phelps reports his whole brigade on the field as not
numbering more than 150 men at this time. The division fell back in
l)erfect order to a new line of defense.
In the mean time General
Hooker had been wounded and General Meade had assumed command
15
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of the corps. Thirty guns had been concentrated on the right flank
of the general line of battle, and my division was directed to join the
remains of General Sumner’s corps as a support to these guns. General Sumner assumed command in person, and I was directed by General Meade, who received the order from General Sumner, to assume
special command of these thirty guns in addition to the command of
my division. About 5.30 i:>. m. the enemy massed his infantry and
opened lire with his artillery to force our position, but my thirty guns
replied with such vigor and effect that the columns of attack melted
away and the rebels gave up the attempt. After this we were not disturbed.
It only remains for me to speak in terms of just commendation of my
brigade commanders, General Patrick, General Gibbon, Colonel Phelps,
and Lieutenant-Colonel Hofmann, each of whom displayed great personal gallantry and the ability to meet every contingency that occurred.
In this, as on similar occasions, I was much indebted to the skill and
bravery of Capt. E. P. Halstead, assistant adjutant-general, who was
slightly wounded in the engagement; Capt. George F. Noyes, commissary of subsistence, acting aide-de-camp, and Lieut. B. T. Marten, aidede-camp, who composed my personal staff*. I inclose herewith a tabular
statement of the killed, wounded, and missing, the aggregate amounting
to 862.*
I am, major, very respectfullv, your obedient servant,

ABNER DOUBLEDAY,
Major-General of
Maj.

Vols.,

Comdg. First Division^ First Corps.

Joseph Dickinson,
Assistant Adjutant- General, First Corps.

Note. The tabular statement referred to in report cannot now be
found. Brigade commanders report their losses as follows First Brigade, Colonel Phelps, reports 10 killed, 147 wounded. 29 missing Second Brigade, Hofmann, few losses Third Brigade, Patrick, 20 killed,
180 wQunded, 17 missing; Fourth Brigade, Gibbon, 61 killed, 274
wounded, and 45 missing.*
Memoranda. Tlie date at which this report was originally sent on
to the War Department is unknown, and therefore I have left it blank.
Campbell’s batter}^ was in reality Gibbon’s battery of the Regular Army,
but, as Campbell commanded it, I styled it Campbell’s battery to avoid
shell exploded under my horse’s nose in the beginning
confusion.
of this action on the 17th. This caused him to run over some steep,
sharp rocks. He fell, and I was very much bruised and unable to hold
the reins in my hands for a long time.
:

;

;

—
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Report of Capt. J. Albert Monroe, First Rhode Island Light Artillery,
Chief of Artillery First Division, of the battle of Antieta7n.

Hdqrs. Artillery, First Div., First Army Corps,
Camp near Sharpsburg, Md., September 26, 1862.
Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part the
light batteries of this division took in the engagement of the 17th instant:
Early in the morning the enemy opened upon us an exceedingly brisk
*

But see revised statement, pp.

189, 190.
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all the division batteries except
Artillery, were in position on the ridge upon which
they had been during the night, and which ran nearly parallel with the
position occupied by the enemy’s guns, and about 800 or 1,000 yards
from it. Before the enemy’s batteries were silenced, which was done in
about one hour and a quarter, Company L, First New York Artillery,
was ordered through the wood at the left into the plowed land beyond,
leaving in the position but Company D, Ehode Island Artillery, comfire.

In an extraordinarily short time

Company B, Fourth

manded by myself, and the First New Hampshire Battery, LieutenaTit
Edgell. But two batteries from another division came up and took
position on the right.

Company B, Fourth Artillery, Capt. J. B. Cami)bell, accompanied
General Gibbon’s brigade through the wood to the open ground beyond,
where Lieutenant Stewart’s section was detached from the battery, and
ordered to a position near the turnpike, to shell the woods beyond.
Here the section suffered severely in men and horses, but it did excellent service, throwing a body of the enemy, 400 or 500 strong, into considerable confusion, so that they partially broke and ran through a
hollow, gaining the cover of some fence-rails.
About this time Captain Campbell placed his other four guns in posiIn the mean time the
tion on the left of Lieutenant Stewart’s section.
enemy had crept into a corn-field near the battery and on the left of the
turnpike, and opened a murderous fire, which was replied to with canister
with good efiect. Captain Campbell was here severely wounded in the
shoulder, and the command of the company devolved upon Lieutenant
Stewart. The battery was supported by General Gibbon’s brigade and
the Twentieth New York. Being very much weakened. General Gibbon
directed Lieutenant Stewart to change position to the right, out of range
of the enemy’s musketry, and to shell the woods in frontj but only one
section went into position, on account of the great number of wounded
men and horses in the other two sections. Company L, First New York
Artillery, Capt. J. A. Eeynolds, after moving through the woods, was
ordered to move forward into the plowed ground, w^here it took position
and opened upon one of the enemy’s batteries in the field beyond the
turnpike, silencing it after a sharp fire of some time.
From this position Captain Eeynolds was ordered by General Gibbon
to move to the right and shell the woods in front.
Company L and the
section of Company B took this position about the same time, the section of Company B on the left of Company L.
Soon after both of these
batteries Avere ordered to the rear.
Captain Eeynolds went back to the
ordnance train to obtain a supply of ammunition, and upon his return
was ordered to the extreme right, where he had no opportunity to use
his guns.
Lieutenant Stewart retired to the rear of the wood through
Avhich he had advanced, removed his disabled horses, and regulated his
men and horses throughout.
Shortly after the enemy’s batteries upon the hill were silenced, and
about the time Company B, Fourth Artillery, and Company L, New York
Artillery, were ordered to the rear. Company D, Ehode Island Artillery,
commanded by myself, was ordered through the wood, and immediately
after the First New Hampshire Battery, Lieutenant Edgell, was ordered
to follow.
General Hooker directed me to move forward beyond the
second corn-field, if possible, and take position as near the wood as the
ground would admit. I advanced, followed by Lieutenant Edgell, First
NeAv Hampshire Battery, and went into battery about 50 yards from the
wood, the New Hampshire battery taking position, and about 100 yards
to the rear.

;
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battery of the enemy here opened upon me, but no attention was
paid to it, and its fire was perfectly ineffective but the battery with
one section opened upon a body of the enemy, who Avas seen retreating
at the left of their front, and about 125 yards distant, throwing them
into great confusion. The other four guns opened with canister and
case upon a large force advancing through the woods in front, which
Avere very open, and, with the assistance of the other section, which had
accomplished its object by a few shots, and the First New Hampshire
Battery, checked the enemy, and he retired out of sight.
While engaged forcing back the enemy in the Avood, a body of sharpshooters had, unobserA^ed, crept along under a little ridge that ran diagonally to the front of the Khode Island batteiy, and opened a most unerring fire upon it, killing and disabling many horses and men. As
quick as possible, a section was directed to open upon them with canister,
which, though it caused them no injury, they lying down under the
ridge, kept them almost silent, they firing but an occasional shot, but
without effect.
While this section Avas keeping the sharpshooters silent, the other four
guns, with the guns of Lieutenant Edgell, opened upon the battery tha t
Avas still firing, and soon silenced it.
I then ordered my battery to
limber to the rear. The sharpshooters took advantage of the opportunity thus afforded, and opened most briskly, seAmrely wounding a
number of men and killing and disabling a large number of horses.
My own horse was pierced by six bullets. x\ll the horses but one leadhorse of one piece were either killed or disabled, and the piece had to
be drawn away by hand by means of a prolonge. The limber was left,
but was subsequent!}^ recovered. The NeAV Hampshire battery left its
position at the same time, and Avent back to its original position.
After securing the piece that was drawn aAvay by hand to its caisson,
I moved my battery into the lot betAveen the second corn-field and the
ifiowed land beyond the first corn-field, and Avent into position with
After firing a
fiA^e guns, and shelled the woods beyond the turnpike.
short time, I retired to my original ]msition, Avhen the disabled piece
was sent to the rear. Soon after taking this position, the enemy’s artillery opened from the same hill that it did in the early morning, but they
were soon silenced by the New Hampshire and the Ehode Island batteries, Avith the assistance of the two other batteries that were still
Lieutenant Stewart, after rearranging his horses, harness, and
there.
men, took position upon the same hill. There the batteries remained
inactiA^e until about 5 o’clock, Avhen the enemy again opened a brisk
fire upon the opposite hill, aaTiIcIi aaus immediately replied to by all
the guns we had in position on the hill, silencing the enemy in about
ten minutes.
Lieutenant Stewart, Comi)any B, Fourth Artillery, speaks Avith high
praise of the following non-commissioned officers and priAmtes of his
company, and desires their names may be brought to the faAmrable
notice of the general commanding: First Sergt. John Mitchell, Company
B, Fourth Artillery; Sergt. AndrcAv McBride, Company B, Fourth Artillery; Sergt. William West, Company B, Fourth Artillery; Corpl. Frederick A. Chapin, Company B, Fourth xlrtillery; Lance Corpl. Alonzo
Priest, Sixth Wisconsin Volunteers Lance Corpl. Henry Gr. McDougal,
Privates Henry A. Childs, Sixth WisSixth Wisconsin Volunteers
consin Volunteers; James Cahoo, Company B, Fourth Artillery William Kelly, Company B, Fourth Artillery; John B. Lackey, Company
B, Fourth Artillery; William Green, Company B, Fourth Artillery
;

;

;

;
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Jeremiah Murphy, Sixth Wiscousin Volunteers; Charles Harris, Seventh Wisconsin Volunteers; Elbridge E. Packard, Second Wisconsin
Volunteers.

Very

respectfully,

ALBERT MONROE,

J.
Capt.j Comdff. Artillery^ First Fiv., First

No.

Army

Corps.

13.

Report of Lieut. James Stewart, Battery B, Fourth U.
battle of Antietam.

S. Artillery,

of the

Camp near Sharpsburg,

Md.,
September 24, 1862.

Sir:

I

have the honor to submit the following report of the operaCompany B, Fourth U. S. Artillery, during the engage-

tions of Light

ment of the 17 th instant:
I was ordered by General Gibbon

to bring my section forward and
place it in position, about 75 yards distant from and to the left of the
turupike, for the purpose of shelling the woods, distant from 800 to 900
yards, directly in my front.
After shelling for some time. General Gibbon ordered the section to
be stil! farther advanced to a position in front of some straw-stacks,
about 30 yards to the right of the turnpike. As soon as I came into
buttery in this jmsition, I observed large bodies of the enemy from 400
to 500 yards distant, and ordered the guns to be loaded with spherical
case, IJ and 1| seconds, because the ground was undulating, and not
After firing two or three rounds from each gun,
suitable for canister.
the eiiomy partially broke, ran across a hollow in front of the section,
crossed to the left of the turnpike, entered acorn-field, and, under cover
of the fences and corn, crept close to our guns, picking off our cannoneers so rapidly that-in less than ten minutes there were 14 men killed
and wounded in the section.
About this time Captain Campbell, commanding the battery, brought
the other four guns into battery on the left of my section, and commenced firing canister at the enemy in the corn-field, on the left of the
turnpike. In less than twenty minutes Captain Campbell was severely
wounded in the shoulder, his horse shot in several places, and the command of the battery devolved upon me.
General Gibbon was in the battery, and, seeing the advantage which
the enemy had, ordered one of the guns which was placed on the
turnpike to be used against the enemy’s infantry in the corn-field,
General Gibbon acting both as cannoneer and gunner at this ])iece.
The fire was continued by the entire batter}^ for about ten minutes
longer in this position, the enemy part of the time being but 15 or 20
yards distant. The loss of the entire company whilst in this position
was 1 captain wounded, 3 sergeants, 4 corporals, 32 privates killed and
wounded, and 26 horses killed and 7 wounded. While in this position
the battery was sup])orted by General Gibbon’s brigade and a part of
the Twentieth New York Volunteers.
General Gibbon ordered me to limber to the rear and place the battery
in battery in the same ))Osition my section first occupied in the morning.
Here I found Captain Ransom’s battery, of the Fifth Artillery, in posi-
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tioii, and immediately came in battery on his left, but had no opportunity
to use my guns, as some of our infantry were formed 20 yards in front
of the battery so I limbered up and followed Captain Ransom’s battery
to the edge of the woods in rear, having my horse shot under me in two
places in less than two minutes. Here I removed my wounded horses,
and regulated the men and horses throughout the battery.
At this time I received an order from General Gibbon to place the
battery in the same position my section first occupied in the morning,
but to fire to the right. I immediately took a section to the point indicated, sending word to the general that I could not take the battery,
as we had not men and horses to man the six pieces. I went into battery on the right of Captain Reynolds’ INew York battery, who was
then under a very heavy fire from two of the (uiemy’s batteries. After
my section had been firing for some time, part of General Sumner’s
corps passed to the rear very much disorganized, through the woods on
the right of my section, closely followed by the enemy. During this
time I was in a very difficult position, as the enemy had ascertained my
exact range, and T was utterly unable to get his on account of the smoke
from the musketry. After carefully viewing the ground, I limbered to
the rear, and came in battery upon Captain Reynolds’ left, when one of
my cannoneers reported to me that the turnpike directly in my front and
about 75 yards distant was full of the enemy’s infantr 3^ I ordered my
guns to be loaded. The enemy commencing to fall back on the same
road, I waited until I saw four stand of the enemy’s colors directlj^ in
front of my section, and then commenced firing with canister, which
scattered the enemy in every direction. I kept ui) the fire until the
eneniy were out of sight.
In a few minutes Captain Clarke, chief of General Sumner’s artillery,
advised me to limber to the rear and cross the plowed field, as I had
no infantry support, and he was going to retire his batteries, which
were in my rear on the left, and the enemy then advancing on the leit
in force.
I remained in the plowed field for some time, when, learning that General Gibbon had placed the other four guns of the battery
in position, and seeing there was no use for me there, I joined them on
an eminence in rear of the woods between 1 and 2 o’clock p. m., remaining there inactive until 5 p. m., when the enemy opened from two batteries.
I opened with my entire battery on the nearest battery, which
was on my right, and from 800 to 900 yards distant, and after firing two
or three rounds from each gun, the enemy not responding, I ceased
;

firing.

The behavior of my men was all that could be desired, but the men
whose names are given below came under my immediate observation,
and discharged their duties with such calm, cool courage and discretion
that I would earnestly request that their conduct may be brought to the
favorable notice of the general commanding.
Their names are as follows First Sergt. John Mitchell, Light Company B, Fourth TT. S. Artillery; Sergt. Andrew McBride, Light Company B, Fourth U. S. Artillery Sergt. William West, Light Company
:

;

B, Fourth U. S. Artillery Corpl. Frederick A. Chapin, Light Company
B, Fourth U. S. Artillery Lance Corpl. Alonzo Priest, Sixth Wisconsin Volunteers; Lance Corpl. Henry G. McDougal, Sixth Wisconsin
Volunteers; Privates Henry A. Childs, Sixth Wisconsin Volunteers;
James Cahoo, Light Company B, Fourth U. S. Artillery; William Kelly,
Light Company B, Fourth U. S. Artillery, John B. Lackey; Light Company B, Fourth IT. S. Artillery; Jeremiah Murphy, Sixth Wisconsin
Volunteers; William Green, Light Company B, Fourth U. S. Artillery;
;

;

:
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Charles Harris, Seventh Wisconsin Volunteers Elbridge E. Packard,
Second Wisconsin Volunteers.
I desire to state that since the battery first went into action on the
26th of August, Benjamin IST. Meeds, clerk at headquarters of General
Gibbon, and private belonging to Company B, Sixth Wisconsin Volunteers, has voluntarily acted as cannoneer in my section in each and
every engagement in which my section has participated, and although he
has never been drilled with the battery, has rendered cheerful and very
efficient service, so much so that I desire to bring his name particularly
to the notice of the commanding general.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
j

JAMES STEWAET,
Second Lieut. Fourth

TJ.

8. Artillery.,

Comdg. Light Company B.

Capt. John P. Wood,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Gihhon^s Brigade.

No.

14.

Reports of Col. Walter Phelps, jr.. Twenty second New Torlc Infantry, commanding First Brigade, of the hattles of South Mountain and Antietam.

Headquarters Hatch’s Brigade,
In the Field, near Sharpshurg, Md., Septemher 20, 1862.
Sir I herewith submit the following report of the part taken by this
brigade in the late engagement on South Mountain, Sunday, September
14,1862
In compliance with orders from General Hatch, I assumed command
of his brigade Suuday, September 14, at 10 a. m. The column of General Hooker’s corps was then moving through Erederick toward Middletown on the pike. About 4 p. m. General Patrick’s brigade and this command were ordered to move to the- right on a road running at right
angles with the pike, and apparently following the chain of mountains
some half mile from their base. General Patrick had the advance.
About 1 J miles from the pike I received orders from General Hatch, then
in command of the division, to move the brigade from the road to the
base of the mountain, forming line of battle of column by division at half
distance, at deploying distances.
This order was complied with, and the command moved to the left,
where the woods and the nature of the ground afforded j)rotection from
the enemy’s batteries, which were playing upon us from the left. 1 was
then ordered by General Hatch to move forward some 80 rods to a road
running i)arallel with the mountains, and deploy masses to move forward
steadilj^ toward the summit.
I was advised of General Patrick’s brigade in front, deployed as skirmishers, and ordered to support them. I
moved the brigade forward, and unconsciously passed in advance of the
skirmishers, through an interval in their line, which had become disconnected. I halted the brigade, and dispatched one of my aides to
inform General Hatch of my position. He immediately rode to the front,
ordering the skirmishers to advance, and this brigade to advance with
them, about 30 paces in their rear. The nature of the ground afforded
me an excellent opportunity to advance unobserved by the enemy, whom
I discovered, by riding to the front, were posted behind a line of fence on
the summit. The line of skirmishers, steadily moving forward, at length
drew a scattering fire from the enemy, and perceiving that the distance
:

s
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was hut about 80 paces, I ordered the brigade to advance
Here General Hatch, riding through the lines, pressed
the men forward, and with a cheer the brigade moved splendidly to the
front, pouring in a deadly lire upon the enemy.
Here General Hatch was
’wounded, and was obliged to leave the field, but the brigade, encouraged by his valor and inspiriting orders, moved forward with unbroken
front, and the engagement became general through my entire line.
Too much praise cannot be awarded to the officers and men of this
brigade for their noble conduct on this occasion. Altliongh the enemy
were strongly posted behind a fence, and apparently in larger force
than our own troops, they could not withstand tbe terrific fire and steady
veteran advance of my line. The conflict at the fence became desperate,

to their position
in line of battle.

many

of the enemy at this time being less than 8 rods in our front, but
the undaunted bravery of officers and men enabled me to drive them
from their position and cai>ture a number of prisoners. The loss of the
brigade at this point was much heavier than at any other on the field.
Having succeeded in forcing the enemy from their position,! advanced
my line about 5 rods, where I obtained partial shelter for my men from
an abrupt rise of ground. Perceiving that the right of my line extended
beyond the enemy^s left, I ordered the Fourteenth Brooklyn to advance
their right, which being done enabled them to enfilade the enemyranks with a fire which did great execution. This brigade held its position until relieved by Houbleday^s brigade, which was in turn relieved
by General Kicketts, when I ordered this command to fall back slowly
and in good order, when I formed the third line of battle. General Eicketts having the first and General Houbleday the second.
These three
lines occupied the battle-field at this point during the night of Sunday.
The regiments of this brigade engaged at this point were the Fourteenth Eew York State Militia, Twenty-second, Twenty-fourth, and
Thirtieth E’ew York Volunteers. The Second IJ. S. Sharpshooters, attached to this command, were ordered to the right of the general line by
command of Major-General Hooker before I moved up the mountain, and
were temporarily detached from the brigade.
I cannot allow the conduct of Lieutenant Cranford, Fourteenth Yew
York State Militia, and Lieutenant Schenck, Twenty-second Yew York
Volunteers, aides to myself, to pass unnoticed. I was often obliged to
send them, through a galling fire, to different parts of the field with
orders. Their conduct on this occasion was most gallant, and all that
I could have desired.
It was the more striking that their line of duty
did not require their presence on the field at that time, the former being
acting commissary of subsistence, and the latter regimental quartermaster. Captain Monroe, Battery H, First Ehode Island Artillery,
attached to this brigade, now acting chief of division artillery, will forward, at the earliest possible moment, a consolidated report of the casualties in the batteries in the engagements of September 14, 16, and 17.
The loss in this brigade at South Mountain, Sunday, September 14
(see report of casualties already forwarded you), was as follows: Enlisted men killed, 20; commissioned officers wounded, 4; enlisted men
wounded, 63 missing, 8. Total, 95. I went into this action with less
than 400 officers and men, and our loss on that day is a fraction less
than 25 per cent.
;

Very

respectfully, &c.,

Colonel Twenty-second

WALTER PHELPS,
New York

Captain Halstead,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Jr.,
Volunteers^ Gonidg. Brigade,

:
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IlEADQUARTERS HATCII’S BRIGADE,
Near Sharpshurg^ Seiytember 23, 1SG2.
herewith transmit a report of the action of this brigade
in the engagement near Sharpsbnrg, Wednesday, September 17
I took position with the other brigades of the division (BrigadierGeneral Boubleday commanding) Tuesday night, September IG, and
the men slept on their arms. At 5.30 a. m. Wednesday the enemy’s
batteries opened upon our lines, and I was ordered by General Doubleday to move to the support of Gibbon’s brigade, which had already
advanced to attack the enemy’s lines. Advancing through a belt of
woods, in which Major-General Hooker and staff were stationed, and
which was directly in rear of Campbell’s (late Gibbon’s) battery, 1 was
ordered by General Hooker, who in person designated the position for
this brigade to occupy, to move by flank through the open field in which
this battery had taken position, and, i)assing into a corn-field, to form
line of battle and sup})ort Gibbon’s brigade, which 1 observed was
steadily advancing to the attack. The direct and cross artillery fire
from the enemy’s batteries playing upon this field was very heavy, but
my brigade was moved without loss to a position some 90 i)aces in advance of Campbell’s battery, where I deployed column, and in line of
battle moved steadily forward some 50 paces in rear of Gibbon’s infantry, who at this time had not engaged tlie enemy, but were cautiously
advancing through the corn-field. This command consisted of the Second U. S. Sharpshooters (which was temporarily detached from the
brigade during the engagement of Sunday), the Fourteenth New York
State Militia, the Twenty-second, Twenty -fourth, and Thirtieth New

Captain

:

I

York Volunteers.
Gibbon’s brigade having engaged the enemy, who were posted in the
road behind a line of fence, and sheltered by woods, I moved this brigade forward, and halted about 25 paces in rear of his line, ordering
the men to lie dovvu, and was prepared to move to his support when
necessary.

Having ascertained that the enemy’s line was formed with their left
advanced, making a crotchet, and that they were in position to i^artialH
enfilade our lines, I ordered the Second U. S. Sharpshooters, Colonel
Post, to move to the right and front, advancing his left, and to engage
the enemy at that xioint.
I immediately advised General Doubleday
(in command of the division) of the enemy’s })osition in front, on my
right, and of the disposition of the Second U. S. Sharpshooters.
General Doubleday approved the movement, and ordered a brigade to their
right while the Sharpshooters were engaging them.
The remainder of
this brigade still held its xiosition in the rear of Gibbon’s line.
The etiect of the engagement between the Sharpshooters and the
enemy was to draw a very heavy fire from their advanced line, and I
ordered the brigade forward to the support of the line in front. The
musketry fire at this point was very heavy, but the two brigades appeared
to hold their iiosition easily. The loss of the Second U. S. Sharpshooters
at this point was severe. The entire brigade suffered heavily in wounded,
the i)rox)ortion of killed being very small (see rei)ort of casualties in
that engagement, already forwarded you), but, with General Gibbon’s
regiments, lield their position until relieved by General Sedgwick’s division, when I fell back slowl}" and in good order some 80 paces in rear of
the corn-field, and again formed line of battle.

In this engagement Colonel Post was wounded. Adjutant Parmelee
and Lieutenant Thomj^son killed all of the Second U. S. Sharpshooters;
Lieutenant Cushing, Twenty-second New York Volunteers, killed Cai)-

—

;

:
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tain O’Brian, Twenty-fourth, lost a leg; Captain Myers, ronrteenth
State. Militia, lost a leg.
As I have already forwarded a list of killed and wounded, I will not
enter into details here. The aggregate of killed, wounded, and missing
is as follows: Commissioned officers killed and wounded, 10; enlisted
men killed and wounded, 147 ; missing, 29. Total, 186.*
The brigade went into the action of Wednesday,' September 17, with
about 425 officers and men, and their loss in killed, wounded, and missing (the missing being about 29) is a fraction over 44 per cent, of those
engaged. Their loss on Sunday, September 14, at South Mountain (see
report of killed, wounded, and missing) was a fraction less than 25 per
cent, of those engaged.
The conduct of officers and men was all that I could have wished.
Major De Bevoise, commanding Fourteenth Kew York State Militia, had
his horse shot, and was considerably injured by his fall, but remained
on the field to the end, acquitting himself with great credit. Lieutenant
Becker, Thirtieth Niew York Yolunteers Lieutenant Cranford, Four-

Kew York

;

teenth

Yew York State Militia, and Lieutenant Schenck, Twenty-second

Yew York

Yolunteers, acting aides to myself, conducted themselves galfield, and afforded me great assistance.
The brigade remained in line of battle until ordered by General
Doubleday to fall back slowly and in good order, and, having gained the
other brigades of the division, I stacked arms and allowed the men to
,rest.
This was about 1.30 p. m.
lantlj'

on the

Yery

respectfully, &c.,

WALTEE PHELPS, jR.,

Colonel Twenty -second

New

Yorlc Volunteers^

Comdg. Brigade.

Captain Halstead,
Assistant Adpitant- General.

Yo.

15.

Eeports of Lieut. Col. J. William Hofmann, Fifty-sixth Pennsylvania Infantry, commanding Second Brigade, of the battles of South Mountain
and Antietam.

Hdqrs. Second

Captain
late

'

First Div., First Army Corps,
Near Sharpsburg, Aid., September 21, 1862.

Brig-.,

I have the honor to report the operations of this brigade,
under the command of General Doubleday, since the afternoon of
:

the 14th instant
At about 6 p. m. on that day, the brigade, under command of Brigadier-General Doubleday, was deployed in line of battle and ascended
the South Mountain on its eastern slope as a support to Colonel Phelps,
commanding the brigade late under General Hatch, and then hotly
engaged with the enemy at the summit of the mountain. The brigade
was moving forward, and, when about entering the woods near the summit. General Hatch, who had been in command of the division, passed
to the rear very severely wounded. This placed General Doubleday
in command of the division, and myself, by Colonel Wainwright being
subsequently wounded, in command of the brigade.
The brigade moved steadily on to the summit, relieved Colonel Phelps’
""

Blit see revised statement, p. 189.
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<*ommaiKl, and immediately opened fire on the enemy, then posted in a
The fire
eorn-field, and only some 30 or 40 paces in front of our lines.
of the brigade was continued for an hour and a half, and evidently with
terrible effect upon the enemy, who made several desperate efforts to
approach our lines, but failed. The enemy then attempted to turn our
left flank, but by a change of front then he was also foiled and repulsed
with considerable loss. The ammunition of the brigade was fast giving
out, when we were relieved by the arrival of General Ricketts^ division.
Our brigade was ordered by General Doubleday 10 paces to the rear,
to allow room for the troops of General Ricketts to form line of battle.
Alter the troops of this division (General Ricketts’) had been engaged
for thirty or forty minutes, the enemy withdrew.
Whilst withdrawing
onr line to the position indicated by General Doubleday, the Seventh
Indiana and a portion of the Ninety-fifth New York Volunteers withdrew to some 100 yards in rear of the brigade, having misunderstood
the order, and unable in the darkness to see the new line formed by the
brigade. They joined the brigade after daylight next morning.
Although it was quite dark when the brigade under my command took
its position in front, so that the position of the enemy could be discerned
only by the flashes of his firing, the morning revealed how well the fire
of our troops had been directed. The enemy had retired without burying their dead or removing their wounded. The body of a colonel of
the enemy was found next morning a distance of only 20 yards from
our lines. The body was brought in and buried. The wounded were
also cared for by the surgeons.
The conduct of the officers and men engaged in this action was such
as to meet my hearty approval.
list of the casualties occurring is
hereto appended.*
Very respectfully, vours,

A

J.

W. HOFMANN,

Lieut, Col. Fifty-sixth Pennsylvmiia Yols.^

Comdg. Brigade.

Captain Halstead,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Douhledafs Division.

Hdqrs. 2d (Hofmann’s) Brig., 1st (Doubleday’s) Div.,
1st (Hooker’s) Army Corps, Army of Virginia,
In Camp near Sharpsburg, Md., September 23, 1862.
have the honor to report the operations of this brigade
during the battle of the IGth and 17th instant
At 2 o’clock p. m. on the 16th the brigade under my command left
camp on the left bank of the Antietam Creek, about 2 miles north of
Sharpsburg, and, having forded the creek, waited for the rear brigades
to cross. During this time the skirmishers of the enemy opened a
lively fire upon us.
They were, however, soon driven back by a force
sent from our division, and without having inflicted any loss upon this
brigade. The whole division having crossed the creek, the march was
renewed, General Patrick’s brigade leading and this one following his.
In obedience to instructions from General Doubleday, I kept the head
of this brigade within a few yards of the rear of the first. We had
marched in a nortliwest direction for about 2 miles when we halted,
and, in obedience to instructions, formed in columns of divisions closed
in mass.
In a short time we resumed the march, moving by the right

Captain

:
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After marching a short distance there was a momentary halt.
During this halt the division column was cut in front of this brigade by
a body of troops moving to our left.
When the troops had passed, I found that
It was now quite dark.
the brigade of General Patrick had moved on unobserved by me in the
flank.

darkness.

After endeavoring in vain to ascertain the direction taken

by his brigade, I applied to* General Hooker for instructions, and was^
by him directed to take possession and hold a piece of wood extending”
along the Sharpsburg road. While in the act of placing my command
in the position indicated, I was met by you and informed that the position was already occupied by General Patrick, by direction of General
Doubleday, and that General Doubleday^s instructions to me were to
place my
Patrick’s

command near the road, my right resting on the left of General
command and my left connecting with the troops of General
Having made these dispositions and thrown out pickets to the

Meade.
communicating with those of the troops on our right and left, the
men were ordered to lie on their arms.
At 5 o’clock on the morning of the 17th, I directed my brigade battery, the First New Hampshire, consisting of six 12-pounder howitzers,
under the command of Lieutenant Edged, to be ])laced on the right of the
brigade; the left of the adjoining brigade breaking to the rear to allow
room for the operation of the battery. 1 had flve pieces itlaced in the
field and one in the road, to enable us to enfilade the enemy should he
approach from our right or left. The battery had scarce been iilaced
in position when the enemy opened fire upon us from a battery placed
Our battery replied
in a corn-field, some 800 yards to our front a nd left.
immediately, firing evidently with good efl^ect for one hour, when the
battery of the enemy was withdrawn beyond the range of the guns of
The firing ceased. At about 10 o’clock the battery was, by order
ours.
of General Hooker, removed to a position beyond this brigade. During
the time it was with us the officers and men acted with the utmost energy
and spirit, whilst 1 observed at the same time that the best order pervaded the batteiy.
Before the First hTew Hampsliire Battery was removed, a section of
rifled guns, under com mand of Lieutenant
of
-, was, by order
of General Hooker, jmsted in a corn-field, about 200 yards in front of the
right of this brigade. In compliance with an order from General Hooker,.
I sent the Ninety-fifth Eegiment New York Volunteers, under command
of Major Pye, to support these guns, which, as soon as the;y were in position, opened fire uj^on the enemy, who had withdrawn beyond the range
of the howitzers, and soon drew the fire from the enemy partially the
object of stationing the guns in that position. During this time the
brigade was stationed in the position assigned it the flight before.
They were lying close to the fence and well sheltered.
About 11.30 o’clock, by order of General Doubleday, I moved the
brigade to our front and left about 300 yards, and posted the section of
rifled guns in front of the line.
As soon as the guns were in position,,
they opened upon the enemy, who replied with shell and musketry. The
brigade had been in this position about half an hour, when a large cavalry
force was passing in rear of a narrow strip of wood, evidently attempting to attack us in flank; on the right a heavy body of infantry, much
larger than my own, immediately followed. Under these circumstances
I retired to a corn-field in rear, some 200 yards, and reformed line of
battle.
This position I deemed a strong one, as it would have been
necessary for the enemy to pass over a clear field, unprotected from our
fire, had he advanced upon it.

front,

,
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Shortly after forming line in this place, I moved the brigade to the left
about half a mile, by order of General Doubleday. Here we rested until
late in the afternoon, when, by order of General Sumner, I placed the
brigade in frontline of battle one of three lines then being formed. Our
position was just below the crest of a hill, and immediately in rear of a
long line of artillery. After being in position about half an hour, the
•enemy opened fire from a battery in front, throwing shell, several of
which exploded over our line, but caused us no loss. The fire of the
enemy was immediately responded to by our artillery, and was soon
This ended the battle as far as our brigade was concerned.
silenced.
By my direction, the men lay on their arms until daylight, ready for
action at a moment’s notice.
The casualties in this brigade (a list of them is herewith transmitted*)
were small. During the action the conduct of the officers and men
under my command fully met my approbation. Major Grover, commanding the iSeventh Indiana Volunteers; Major Pye, commanding Mnetyfitth New York Volunteers; Captain Williams, commanding Fifty-sixth
Pennsylvania Volunteers, and Captain Young, commanding Seventysixth New York Volunteers, rendered very effective service in their
respective commands. Lieutenant Healy, of the Fifty-sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers, my acting assistant adjutant-general, was worthy of
commendation.
I am, verv respectfullv, yours,

—

J.

Lieut. Col. Fifty-sixth Pennsylvmiia Vols.^

W. HOFMANN,

Comdg. Second Brigade.

Captain Halstead,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Doubleday'' s Division.

No.

16.

Reports of Col. William P. Wainwriglif Seventy -sixth
of the battle of South Mountain.

yew York

Infantry^

Middletown Valley", Sheffer’s House,
Fear Mount Tabor September 16, 1862.
have the honor to report, for the information of General Donbleday, that on the afternoon of the 14tl\ instant, after the battalions
had been moved up to the edge of the wood, the Seventy-sixth New
York Volunteers passed through a line of troops under the command of
General Patrick. The regiment formed with perfect steadiness on the
extreme lelt. They were well in hand during the whole engagement,
always obeyed the orders to fire and to cease firing readily, and although
not many cartridges were expended, the repulse of an attempt to turn
our left, which, ill conjunction with the left wing of the Seventh Indiana
Kegiment, was brilliantly accomplished, and the orderly manner in
which they afterward jiassed the line of troops coming up to relieve
them, showed that they are fast becoming veteran soldiers.
I would again (as in a note sent yesterday afternoon by Surgeon Met<‘alfe) call the general’s attention to the weakened state of the regiment.
They went into action on this occasion with only forty files. Their loss
was, so far as ascertained, 2 killed and 13 wounded of the latter, 2
mortally, t I doubt whether they can now furnish more than thirty files.
^

Sir

:

1

—

Embodied

in revised statement, p. 189.

t

But

see revised statement, p. 184.

238

OPERATIONS IN

commanded by

N. VA.,

W. VA., MD., AND PA.

four lieutenants, in any line of battle that

[Chap.

may be

XXXI
called

for at present.

In the above action First Lieutenants Crandall and Goddard and
Second Lieutenants Byram and Foster were the only officers present
under me. They all conducted themselves admirably. I think it was

Lieutenant Goddard who first called my attention to the enemy stealing through the corn in order to gain our flank.
Sergeant Stamp, just promoted for good conduct in a former battle,
was shot through the head while gallantly carrying the national colors!
Owing to a wound in the arm received during the action, I am unable
to join the regiment.
First Lieutenant Crandall is next in command.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WAINWBIGHT,

W. P.
Colonel Seventy -sixth Regiment Neiv York Volunteers,
Capt. E. P.

'

Halstead,

J^ssistant Adjutant- General^ Roubledaifs Brigade,

Washington,
Captain

:

It

1). C.,

September 24, 1862.

making my report on the
South Mountain, that I remembered having

was with great

regret, after

battle of the 14th instant at
omitted the name of First Lieut. Eobert Story, Company H, as present
during the action. The lieutenant was present and in command of his
company, and conducted himself very meritoriously.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
W. P.
Colonel Seventy-sixth Regiment New York Volunteers.

WAmWEIGHT,

Capt. E. P. Halstead,
Assistant Adjutant- General,, Boubleday^s Brigade.

Ho.

17.

Report of Lieut. Col. J. William Hofmann, Fifty-sixth Pennsylvania Iut
fantry, of the battle of South Mountain.

Hdqrs. Fifty-sixth Eegiment Pennsylvania Vols.,
Camp at HunteVs Gap, September 15, 1862.
Captain I have the honor to report the operations of the Fifty-sixth
Eegiment Pennsylvania Volunteers since the morning of the 14th in:

stant

:

left camp on the left bank of the Monocacy Creek, near
the national road, on the morning of the 14th instant, at 6 a. m. Present for duty One field officer, 1 captain, 6 lieutenants, 239 enlisted
men. The regiment passed over the national road toward the South
Mountain. At Middletown our regiment, in common with the brigade
under command of General Doubleday, verged to the right, marching
in a north westerly direction for about 2 miles, when we formed in line of
battle and marched up the mountain. At the crest of it we found GenGeneral Hatch’s
eral Hatch’s brigade warmly engaged with the enemy.
troops forming the extreme right of our line, we formed in rear of them^
and as soon as we had relieved them we opened fire on the -enemy,
posted some 40 yards in front of us, in a corn-field. It was now quite

The regiment
:
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dark, and the position of the enemy could be ascertained only from the
Our men fired continually for about one hour and a
flashes of his fire.
were at this moment relieved
half, when our ammunition gave out.
by the arrival of General Kicketts’ division, and, by order of General
Doubleday, we retired 10 paces to the rear, where the men slept on their
arms, the enemy having retired shortly after the arrival of General EickThe conduct of the officers and men was all that could have
etts^ troops.
been asked of them. There is every reason to believe that the fire of
our regiment was very destructive to the enemy. This was made manifest by the number of dead that lay in the morning in front of the posiThe following is a list of casualtion that our regiment had occupied.
Killed, 1 j wounded, 11 missing, 3 (all
ties occurred during the action
enlisted men). I am under obligations to Lieutenant Healy, my acting
adjutant, for valuable assistance rendered by him during the action. At
2 o’clock this morning, by direction of General Doubleday, I assumed, as
senior officer, the command of the brigade, Captain Williams, of Ooml^any D, succeeding to the command of the regiment.
Kespectfully, yours,

We

:

;

J.

W.

HOFMANK,

Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.

Captain Halstead,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Loubleday^s Brigade.

Ko.

18.

Reports of Capt. Frederick Williams, Fifty-sixth Fennsylvania Infantry, of
the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.

Hdqrs. Fifty-sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers,
Fear Sharpsburg, Md., September 22, 1862.
Lieutenant I have the honor to report that on the morning of the
loth instant, while we still remained on the battle-field of the previous
evening, I was placed in command of the Fifty-sixth Eegiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, in consequence of Lieut. Col. J. W. Hofmann, of
this regiment, beiug in command of the brigade.
About 8 o’clock a. m.
we left the battle-field with the brigade, taking a southeasterly course.
:

We

soon struck the pike road to Hagerstown. Following the road for 1^
we encamped in a field to the right. Here we cooked coffee, and
rested about two hours. We then took up our line of march for Sharpsburg, via Boonsborough.
Arriving at Boonsborough, we took the pike
road for Sharpsburg, which runs a little to the south of west from Boonsborough. We followed this road to within about 3 miles of Sharpsburg,
when we were drawn up in line of battle to the right of the road, where
we remained until dark, when we changed our position to the ridge on
the left bank of the Antietam Creek. Here we bivouacked for the night.
About 10 a. m. Tuesday, after receiving rations, we changed our position some half a mile nearer the road.
Here we rested until about 5
p. m., when we forded the creek.
After crossing, we were halted some
fifteen or twenty minutes, when we were marched in a northerly direction, and shortly after dark took our position on General Meade’s right.
We were here drawn up in line close to the fence which borders the
road. We lay on our arms all night, the line of pickets being about 40
yards in our front. Just at daylight a rebel battery planted in the
miles,
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'woods on a ridge a little to the left of our front opened fire on iis. Our
batteries to the right, and those on the ridge almost directly behind
us, i*eturned the fire almost instantly. This was the opening of Wednesday’s fight. The men lay flat on the ground close to the fence from this
time (as both the rebel and our batteries were playing directly over our
heads) until about 10 a. m., when we were marched out to support a
battery of two pieces. AVe remained but a few moments, the battery being
withdrawn, and we, receiving orders to fall back, moved to the rear in
good order, and formed line of battle some 500 yards in rear of our former
position. After remaining here about half an hour, we were marched
ofl* by the left flank, and, after some little maneuvering, finally took our
post on the left of Gibbon’s brigade, forming, with this brigade and

and the Seventy-second Pennsylvania Volunsome thirty-odd pieces of
artillery.
Here we bivouacked. Thursday, September 18, we remained
in our position in support of the battery during the day and night.
About 8 o’clock a. m. Friday we took up our line of march for this place,
and finally encamped about 2 p. m.
Gorman’s on

its

riglit,

teers on our left, a front line in support of

A^ery respectfully, your obedient servant,

F. AYILLIAAIS,
Captain. Comdg. Fifty sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers.
‘

.

He ALT,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General^ Hofmanyds Brigade.

Lieut. S.

Hdqrs. Fifta^-sixth Eegiment Pennsylvania
Near Sharpsburg, Md., September

General

A"ols.,
28, 1862.

have the honor to report that our regiment has, since
to you by Lieutenant-Colonel Hofmann (September 5),
been engaged in two actions, one at South Mountain, Sunday, 14th inThe constant, and that of Antietam, on the 16th and 17th instant.
duct of officers and men was ail that could have been asked. In the
action at South Mountain the men stood under a galling fire from the
enemy for an hour and a half, until their ammunition was exhausted.
They were at this moment relieved by the arrival of General Picketts’
division. Having been ordered to retire 10 paces to make room for the
formation of troops under General Picketts, the regiment retained that
The troops of General Picketts had been engaged about
})OSition.
thirty minutes, when the enemy retired. Our regiment was then ordered
to lie down upon their arms, where they remained during the night.
The regiment sustained comparatively few casualties in this action,
having 1 killed, 11 wounded, and 3 missing. The next morning the
regiment was moved near and toward Sharpsburg, where they lay
under the fire of the enemy’s battery for several hours without sustaining any loss.
On the following afternoon the regiment forded the Antietam Creek,
where they were fired upon by the skirmishers of the enemy, not, however, sustaining any loss; marched in a northeasterly direction about 3
miles, where they were placed in position, fiicing the Sharpsburg and
Hagerstown pike. It was now quite dark, and the men were directed
to rest upon their arms
when, on the 17th, at 5.30 a. m., the enemy
opened upon us from a battery about 800 yards to our front and left.
The brigade of which our regiment formed a part had since the afternoon of the 14th been commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Hofmann, of
the report

:

I
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;

:
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and on this occasion formed the extreme right of our lines.
This position was held until after 12 o’clock, when they were relieved
by fresh troops under General Franklin, and the regiment, in common
with other regiments of the brigade, was moved to the left and rear a
distance of about a quarter of a mile, where it rested for several hours.
Between 4 and 5 o’clock p. m. the regiment, in common with other regiments of the brigade, was placed in the front line of battle, being one of
the three lines formed by command of General Sumner in rear of a long
The line had scarcely been formed when the enemy
line of artillery.
opened tire upon us, throwing shot and shell, several of the shells exploding over onr lines, but caused no loss in this regiment. The battery
of the enemy was soon silenced by our artillery. This finished the battle
so far as this regiment was concerned. The men were ordered to sleep
on their arms— to be prepared for action at a moment’s notice. The
conduct of officers and men on this occasion was such as to merit my
approbation. The general commanding the division has expressed his
approbation of the conduct of the officers and men in the various battles
enumerated below, and recommends that application be made to the
Governor of our State for permission to inscribe upon our flag the names
of the following battles Kappahannock, Sulphur Springs, Gainesville,
Manassas, South Mountain, and Antietam.
Trusting this may meet the approbation of the Governor, I am, sir,
very respectfully, your obedient servant,
this regiment,

:

F. WILLIAMS,
Captain^ Comdg. Fifty -sixth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers,

A. L. Bussell,
Adjutant- General^ Pennsylvania Volunteers^ Harrisburg^ Pa.

No.

10.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Marsena R. PatricJc^ IT. S. Army, commanding
Third Brigade, of the battles of South Mountam and Antietam.

Headquarters Patrick’s Brigade,
September 20, 1862.

Captain In obedience to the call from division headquarters, I
have the honor to transmit the following report of the operations of this
brigade on the 14th of September, in the afiair on South Mountain
The brigade marched with the division from the Monocacy at 6 o’clock
a. m., and arrived at the Catoctin about 12.30 p. m., where the men made
coffee, and about 2.30 p. m. resumed the march, under the orders of General Hatch, who had just relieved General King in command of the division.
Striking off on a by-road to the right of the turnpike to avoid the
fire of the enemy’s batteries, we reached the stone church at the foot
of the mountain at about 3.30 x). m., near which General Hooker and
staff had halted.
Under his direction, a regiment was ordered to ascend the ravine that partially divided the eastern slope of the mountain,
throwing out skirmishers to the right and left.
:

Colonel Bogers, Twenty-first
this position,

New York

Volunteers, was assigned to

and w^ent immediately forward.

Subsequently General

Hatch directed the other regiments forward to ascend the mountain in
a line with the Twenty-first. Colonel Lord, commanding Thirty-fifth
16 R R VOL XIX, PT I
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Volunteers, deployed liis entire regiment to the left, which
eventually overlooked the pike at the foot of the southern and western
slopes: This regiment breasted the mountain with a rapid step, and
without unslinging knapsacks but, in consequence of the previous advance of the Twenty-first, its left flank was lost sight of, and the right
of the Thirty-fifth failed to connect with it. Just before reaching the
top of the mountain, the Twentieth New York State Militia (Eightieth
New York Volunteers), Lieutenant-Colonel Gates commanding (Col. G.
W. Pratt having died of wounds received at Groveton), was thrown in
to cover this opening until its extent could be ascertained by examination.
The Twenty-third Eegiment New York Volunteers, Colonel Hodman commanding, supported the Thirty-fifth on its left and center. The
point of direction for the left wing was now changed farther to the right,
and, while this was in progress, I went to the right and front to reconnoiter, for the purpose of connecting the skirmishers of the Thirty-fifth
with the left of the Twenty-first, and while thus engaged drew the fire
of the enemy, which revealed their position and enabled me to make the
few minutes only were occunecessary preparations to meet them.
pied in connecting the line of skirmishers, when Lieutenant- Colonel
Gates with the Twentieth (Eightieth New York Volunteers) was ordered
to join Colonel Eogers on the right and support him.
At this moment the head of General Hatch’s brigade. Colonel Phelps
commanding, arrived in support of my liue, and the whole moved forward. The firing commenced within a few rods of this point, and appeared to be concentrated near the lop of the mountain in front and
on our right. The skirmishers of the Thirty-fifth and their supports of
the Twenty-third were drawn in from the left, and merged in the general
line of battle that was now moving steadily toward the summit of the
mountain, under a most galling fire from the enemy above us, posted
behind the trees and among the rocks. Before reaching the top of the
hill, we were joined by Doubleday’s brigade, and pushed to the summit^
where the enemy were posted in force behind the fences, in the cornfield, and behind the rocky ledge.
On the right of my line Colonel Eogers, with the Twentieth (Eightieth
New York Volunteers) and Twenty-first, had advanced cautiously until
the enemy’s position in the corn-field was discovered and a battery still
higher up and farther to the right. Arrived within 30 paces of the top
(eastern slope) of the mountain. Colonel Eogers pushed his command,
in double-quick, up to the fence of the corn-field just in time to seize and
hold it against a strong force of the enemy advancing to take possession
of it. From this i)oint the cannoneers of the battery were picked off
so effectually as to silence it, and these two regiments participated in
the general engagement that ensued all along the lines of Hatch, Meade,,
and Eicketts, resulting in a complete victory over the rebels and the
possession of the open fields upon the mountain-top.
Darkness came on long before the firing had ceased, and it was impossible to rally, as a brigade, a line which had extended nearly 2 miles
over an exceedingly rough and rocky mountain side and crest, covered
sparsely in some places with oak and in others densely wooded with
young pines. The Twentieth (Eightieth New York Volunteers) and
Twenty-first remained during the night by the corn-field on the mountain, while the Twenty-third and Thirty-fifth, after the firing had ceased,
retired to an open wood,on the mountain side, where the Twenty-third
had thrown off their knapsacks when ascending the heights.
On the morning of the 15th the brigade was reunited, and scarcely
one man liad failed to find and join his regiment during the night. The
5
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and men, although fatigued, pushed rapidly up the mouutain,
went into the engagement with spirit, and their conduct was such as to
meet my entire approbation.
The casualties were as follows *
officers

:

Very

respectfully, yours, &c..

M. E. PATEICK,
Brigadier-General^ Commanding.
Capt. E. P. Halstead,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Division Headquarters.

Headquarters Patrick’s Brigade,
Cam]g near Sharpshurg, did., September 21, 1862.
Captain In obedience to the call from division headquarters for a
report of the operations of the brigade under my command on the 17th
instant, I have the honor to report the following statement
The brigade, composed of the Twentieth New York State Militia,
Twenty-first, Twenty-third, and Thirty-fifth New York Volunteers, leaving its position with the main body of the army near Keedysville toward
evening on the 16th, crossed the ford of the Antietam, and marched
nearly iiarallel with the other columns, my brigade leading the division
commanded by General Doubleday. Arrived within three-quarters of a
mile of the road from Sharpsburg to Williamsport, the Pennsylvania
Reserves, General Meade commanding, became engaged on our left and
in the woods with the enemy, whom they drove about half a mile. Meantime, and just as darkness was coming on, I was directed by a staff officer of General Hooker to place my brigade in and hold an open wood,
skirtiug the Sharpsburg road. Although taking no part in the action,
several of my men were wounded by the enemy’s fire before and while
taking position in the wood. I was then directed to connect my pickets
with those of General Meade on my left, but owing to the darkness it
was some time before this could be accomplished.
At this time Lieutenant- Colonel Hofmann, of Doubleday’s brigade,
coming up with his command, was placed in the interval between the
Reserves and my brigade. As Colonel Hofmann was directly exposed
to the action of a battery in his front, he brought up in the night some
guns, and placed them in position to meet the fire of the enemy. The
whole command lay on arms during the night, and at daybreak next
morniDg (17th) the enemy opened fire upon us with round-shot, shell, and
canister, by which a few of our men were wounded.
My brigade, having led the day before, was now ordered to follow and support Gibbon’s
brigade, which had remained over night at some distance on my left and
:

rear.

my brigade in motion, we marched across the open field and
wood beyond, through the plowed field and orchard into a
corn-field, where Gibbon’s brigade lay, and where my own was placed
in its support.
We, could not have remained here more than from five
to seven minutes, when I received an order from General Doubleday to
march my brigade rapidly across the road, and hold the woods at a little distance on the right of the road.
This movement was rapidly executed, but while in progress an order from General Doubleday directed
Putting

into the

me

to send a regiment to protect a battery in the corn-field near the
straw-stack. The Twentieth Regiment New York State Militia, Lieu-

Nominal

list,

omitted, shows 3 killed, 19 -wounded, and

1

missing.
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teuaiit-ColoDel Gates commaiuliiig, was instautly connterm arched, aod
reporte(i to General Gibbon, at Battery B, Fourth U. S. Artillery, where
it remained until the battery was withdrawn, some hours after.
The
Seventh Wisconsin Begiment crossed the road at the same time with
mj" brigade, and took position in the wood parallel with and in advance
of the lines, on the other side of the road beyond the battery, where it
joined the Nineteenth Indiana, which had preceded it by only a very

few minutes.
Scarcely had

my

three regiments reached the woods when a body of
tiling off to our right and rear into a cornheld, where a small battery had already been placed, and, on reporting
the fact to General Booker, he directed that one of my regiments should
be detached to watch and check the movement. Colonel Hoffman, with
the Twenty-third Regiment, was dispatched to the right to head off the
enemy in that direction, and the Twenty-tirst and Thirty-tifth moved forward into the wood, closing upon the two regiments of Gibbon’s brigade,
whose skirmishers were now at the brow of the little eminence above the
low grounds, in front of which was a corn-tield, from which came the

the

enemy was discovered

enemy’s

fire.

Tlie tire of the enemy up to this time was brisk, not heavy, but on
reaching this point a most galling fire was poured in from the enemy,

strongly posted behind the rocks on our left, and my two regiments.
Twenty-first and Thirty-fifth, were thrown forward into the first line to
meet it. The troops on the opposite side of the road and fields and
along the edge of the woods were now being rapidly driven back, and
to ciieck this advantage of the enemy, as well as to protect Battery
B, on my left, I threw my whole command, including the Seventh Wisconsin and Nineteenth Indiana, across the open space and under the
rocky ledge, perpendicular to my former position and parallel to the
road, when I was joined at double quick by the Twenty-third, now relieved on the right by General Meade.
remained but a few minutes
here before we had checked the enemy’s adv^auce sufficiently to push our
lines up to the road, which we held firmly for some time, the Thirtyfifth Regiment capturing the colors of the rebel regiment advancing on
our battery.
Rallying once more, the enemy drove us back to the rocky ledge,
which we held until our ammunition being almost exhausted and the
line attacked in flank and rear on the right, I directed my command to
fall back to a line of rock at right angles to the road and about 15 rods
from the woods, to hold there until ammunition and re-enforcements
could be obtained.
remained here between the fires of our own and
the enemy’s batteries long enough for the men to make coffee, they having moved so early as to fail of breakfast. Meanwhile, re-enforcemenis
having arrived, although without getting ammunition except by equali
zation, the brigade (except the Twentieth Regiment, which had naired
with the battery) again moved into the v> ood,in sup])ort of the new troojis
that were coming in.
These troops, which I understood belonged to
General Williams’ command, came in in succession and at considerable
intervals.
3 he first line (composed, I think, of the Sixtieth and Seventy-eighth New York) being first in, were informed of the nature of the
ground and jiosition of the enemy before advancing, which was done
cautiously, but not without loss. Colonel Goodrich, commanding (brigade, I understood), being killed on the spot. The other regiments of
General Williams filed in obliquely and in front of Colonel Goodrich’s
line with a rapid step, and under the impression that the enemy were
being driven.

We

We

THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN.

Chap. XXXI.]

245

The whole force now in the wood moved forward, when its advance
was suddenly checked by a terrific fire on the left and front. As beAll
fore, the lines of our troops were broken and thrown into confusion.
were retiring rapidly before the enemy along the same line as in the
preceding engagement, and I once more threw my brigade under the
ledge, partly to rally the retiring troops and partly to hold with our remaining cartridges until order could be restored. But few of the troops
rallied, however, and after holding my command here until the enemy
were close upon our right flank, the brigade was withdrawn in an unbroken line to the wood on the other side of the road, and took position

From this wood, after about threeto arrest the flight of stragglers.
quarters of an hour, we retired to a position near to and suiiporting the
batteries in the open field, where we were joined by Lieutenant-Colonel
Gates, of the Twentieth, who had been serving with CampbelPs battery
and had captured the battle-flag of one of the rebel regiments.
The troops under my command behaved in the most satisfactory
manner, being perfectly cool and obedient to every word of command.
Here, as at South Mountain and Groveton, Captain Kimball and Lieutenant Beckwith, of my staff, were invaluable, making up by their
activity and energy the loss of my aide. Lieutenant Bouvier, seriously
w'ounded at Groveton.
The casualties areas follows: Killed, 20 3 wounded, 180 missing, 17.
list of names is hereto appended.*
I am, captain, very respectfully, yours,
M. E. PATEICK,
Brigadier- General^ Commanding.
Capt. E. P. Halstead,
Assistant Adjutant-General^ Division Headquarters.
;

A

Ko.

20.

Reports of TAeut. Col. Theodore B. Gates, Eightieth New Yorlc Infantry
{Tiventieth Militia), of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.

Hdqrs. Twentieth Eegt. New York State Militia,
Near Sharpshurg, Md., September 20, 1862.

General I beg leave to submit the following
my command at South Mountain
:

tions of

report of the opera-

:

We

marched with the brigade from the south bank of the Monocacy,
Frederick, on the morning of the 14th instant, and reached Catoctin
Creek about noon. Here we halted for an hour or more, when we were
ordered forward, and, passing a short distance beyond the creek on the
Great Western turnx)ike, we turned to the right and followed an obscure road along the foot of South Mountain for a mile, when we turned
to the left, and I was ordered by General Patrick to support the Thirtyfifth Eegiment New York Volunteers, which was thrown forward and
up the mountain side, on the right of the turnpike, as skirmishers. I
deployed my regiment, and followed the movement of the line of skirmishers, who advanced over the ridge of the mountain at that point and
descended nearly to the turnpike. The skirmishers were recalled, and
I was ordered to join the Twenty-first Eegiment New York Volunteers
with my command, which I did, finding it on the mountain side and
^Omitted

;

see revised statement, p. 189.
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about midway between tbe two roads crossiug the mountain in front of
Middletown. Forming on the left of the Twenty-first, the two regiments advanced up the mountain side in line of battle, preceded by a
Arriviiig near the crest of the mountain, our skirline of skirmishers.
mishers became engaged with the enemy’s. Soon afterward the two
regiments pushed forward, and, passing over the mountain crest at that
point, my regiment passed the line of skirmishers, and poured a volley
into the enemy, who were lying behind a fence and in a corn-field.
About this time the Fourteenth Eegiment New York State Militia
marched upon my left and likewise became engaged. The action continued until some time after dark, when firing ceased. During the latter part of the action, the Twenty-sixth New York Volunteers came forward and relieved the Fourteenth, whose right was about 100 feet in rear
of my left, and, not being advised of my i)osition, fired a volley into my
No iujui’y was sustained, however,
left, supposing it to be the enemy.
and before its repetition 1 advised the officer commanding the Twentysixth of my own position and of that of the enemy. At daylight next
morning it was discovered that the enemy had retired, leaving his dead
and wounded on the field. I rejoined the brigade by your order the
next morning, and soon afterward resumed our march toward Boonsborough.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

THEODOEE

B. GATES,
Lieutenant- Colonel^ Commanding.

General M. E. Patrick,

Commanding Brigade.

Hdqrs. Twentieth Eeot.

New York

State Militia,

Near Sharpshurg. Md., September

General

:

I

21, 1862.

beg leave to submit the following report of the opera-

tions at Sharpsburg, in the battle of the 17th instant

Having been posted with the brigade during the night of the 16th in
a piece of woods south of the Williamsport road, and on the right of
our line of battle, I marched at 6 a. m. on the 17tli with the other regiments of the brigade, which advanced in line of battle, and deployed
across the fields and through the woods on the left of the road, until we
reached a narrow meadow lot between an orchard and a corn-field, in
the latter of which the enemy were posted and were keeping up a brisk
We were now in range of their fire. On the right of
fire of musketry.
the road, and a little to the front of our position, were two sections of
Battery B, Captain Campbell, posted between some stacks of straw and
a barn, and within short range of the enemy’s sharpshooters. Your
brigade was soon ordered to cross the road and move toward the right.
Having crossed the road, my regiment was detached to support Battery B, which was said to be in great danger. I moved back at a
double-quick, and took jiosition with the right wing of my regiment (the
whole command did not number 150) in rear of the battery, and ordered
the major to advance along the road next to the corn-field with the left
wing. The infantry fire was very heavy during all this time, commencing from the corn-field and over a knoll in front of the battery. Major
H. [Hardenberghj pushed forward down the road, driving the enemy
from the fences and the edge of the corn-field, and supporting the Sixth
Wisconsin, which was on his left and in some disorder. For a time the
enemy were completely driven from their cover, and in their flight aban-
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down by

Isaac Thomas,

Company

G), which was brought off by Major H., as was also the regimental colors of the Sixth Wisconsin, which they had been compelled
to leave on the field. The Wisconsin regiment falling back, and the
enemy advancing, strongly re-enforced, Major H. fell back with his small
party to the right wing. The enemy advanced, apparently with the intention of taking the battery, and drove the gunners from their pieces for
a time, but the steady fire of my battalion checked and drove them back
until the other regiments of your brigade reached the field to my right
and’ front, when the enemy were driven to the left and rear.
The battery being no longer of service here, was removed to the hill
on the left of the road, and some half an hour afterward I fell back to
a inece of woods on the same side of the road, and subsequently rejoined the brigade.
My loss was 1 officer and 6 men killed, and 3 officers and 37 men

of

wounded.*
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

THEODORE

B.

GATES,

Lieutenant- Colonel^ Commanding,

General M. R. Patrick,

Commanding Brigade.

No.

21.

Rejgorts of Brig. Gen. John Gibbon, U. 8. Army, commanding
Brigade, of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.

Fourth

Brigade Headquarters,
Camp near

Sharpsburg, Md., September 20, 1862.
Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of my brigade in the action of the 14th instant at South Mountain,
near Middletown, Md.:
On the afternoon of that day my brigade was detached from the
division and ordered to report for duty to Major-General Burnside.
Late in the afternoon I was ordered to move up the Hagerstown turnpike with my brigade and one section of Gibbon’s battery, to attack the
position of the enemy in the gorge. The Seventh Wisconsin and the
Nineteenth Indiana were jilaced respectively on the right and left of
the turnpike, to advance by the head of the company, preceded by two
companies of skirmishers from the Sixth and Second Wisconsin, and
followed by these regiments, formed in double column at half distance,
the section of the battery under Lieutenant Stewart, Fourth Artillery,
keeping on the pike a little in rear of the first line. The skirmishers soon
became engaged, and were supported by the leading regiments, while
our guns moved forward on the turnpike until within range of the
enemy’s guns, which were firing on our column from the top of the gorge,
when they opened with good effect. My men steadily advanced on the
enemy, posted in the woods and behind stone walls, driving him before
them until ho was re-enforced by three additional regiments, making five

opposed to us.
Seeing we were likely to be outflanked on our right, I directed Lieutenant-Colonel Bragg, of the Sixth Wisconsin, to enter the wood on his
right, and deploy his regiment on the right of the Seventh.
This was
in all

^

But

see revised statement, p. 189.
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successfully accomplished, while the Mueteenth Indiana, supported by
the Second Wisconsin, deployed, and, swinging around parallel to the
turnpike, took the enemy in Ihe flank. Thus the fight continued until
long after dark, Stewart using his guns with good effect over the heads
of our own men. My men, with their ammunition nearly exhausted,
held all the ground they had taken, and were late in the night relieved,
with the exception of the Sixth Wisconsin, which occupied the battlefield all night, by General Gorman’s brigade.
The conduct of the officers and men was during the engagement
everything that could be desired, and they maintained their well-earned
reputation for gallantry and discipline acquired in the engagements of
the 28th and 30th of August. Lieutenant Stewart used his guns witli
good judgment and effect, and begged to remain upon the field after
his section was relieved by the other four pieces of the battery under
Caiitain Gamiibell. I beg to recommend him to the favorable notice of
the authorities.
My aides. Lieutenants Haskell and Hildreth, were prompt and energetic in transmitting orders, as was also Captain Cutting, of General
Burnside’s staff, who kindly volunteered his services for the occasion.
The loss in the brigade was 37 killed, 251 wounded, 30 missing: total,
318.

I am,

sir,

very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN GIBBON,
Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

Lieutenant-Colonel Eichmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Burnside’s Corps.

^

Headquarters Fourth Brioade,
Caiyip

Sir

:

1

near Sharpshurg, September 20, 1862.

have the honor to submit the following report of the

my

oiiera-

brigade during the action of the 17th near this place
The brigade was, by direction of Major-General Hooker, detached
from the division, and ordered to advance into a piece of wood on the
right of the Hagerstown turnpike, toward the village of Sharpsburg. The
brigade advanced in column of divisions on the left of the turnpike until
the head of it reached an open space, when the Sixth Wisconsin was
deployed and pushed forward into a corn-field in our front, the Second
Wisconsin being deployed and formed on its left, while a section of
Gibbon’s battery, under Lieutenant Stewart, was brought into action
in the rear, to fire over the heads of our men in reply to one of the enemy’s
batteries in their front. The Sixth and Second pushed gallantly forward, supported by the Seventh Wisconsin and Nineteenth Indiana,
when, finding the enemy was likely to flank us on the right in the wood,
which extended down in that direction, I ordered up Stewart’s section,
and directed the Seventh Wisconsin and Nineteenth Indiana to deploy
to the right of the line, and push forward rapidly into the woods. The
whole line soon became hotly engaged, and the enemy, heavily reenforced from the woods, made a dash upon the battery. This attack,
however, was successfully repelled by heavy discharges of canister from
the guns, the fire of the few remaining men of the Second and Sixth
Wisconsin, and the flank fire poured in by the Seventh Wisconsin and
Nineteenth Indiana, which had been brought around to sweep the front
of the battery with their fire. Captain Campbell having in the mean
time joined Stewart’s with the other four pieces of the battery.
In this severe contest Lieutenant-Colonel Bragg, Sixth Wisconsin, and
tions of
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Lieutenant-ColoDel Allen, Second Wisconsin, both commanding? their
regiments, were wounded and taken from the field. The gallant Lieutenant-Colonel Bachman, commanding the Nineteenth Indiana, fell
mortally wounded, and Captain Campbell, while gallantly serving his
guns, was stricken down by a ball through the shoulder. Thirty-eight
of the battery men were killed and wounded, 27 of the horses killed,
and, finding the guns almost deprived of support and of cannoneers to
work them, I ordered them to limber to the rear and fall back, followed
soon after by the infantry of my brigade, much reduced in numbers and
scant of ammunition. The loss of the brigade is again an evidence of
its well-earned honors.
While referring to the regimental reports for special mention of meritorious individuals, I beg leave to call attention to the steadiness and
gallantry of both officers and men, and especially to the coolness and
bravery of Lieutenant- Colonels Bragg, Bachman, and Allen; Major
Dawes, Captain Callis, and Captain Campbell, and Lieutenant Stewart,
of Gibbon’s battery. My aides, Lieutenants Haskell and Hildreth, were,
as usual, prompt and active in conveying my orders, and the former,
while carrying a message to General Hooker, had his horse killed under
him.
The loss in the brigade is as follows: G1 killed, 274 wounded, 45
missing; total, 380.*
1 am, sir, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,

JOHN GIBBON,
Commanding.

Halstead,

Capt. E. P.

Assistant Adjutant- General^ King'’s Division.

No.
Report of

Col.

22.

Solomon Meredith, Nineteenth Indiana Infantry, of the
battle of South Mountain.

Headquarters Gibbon’s Brigade,
Camp near

Dear

Sharpshurg, Md., September 20, 1862.

Sir I most respectfully submit to you the following report
of the part taken by the Nineteenth Indiana Volunteers in the battle
of the 14th instant at South Mountain:
On the evening of the 13th we encamped 2 miles southeast from
Frederick, Md. We left camp soon after sun-up, marched through Frederick, took the road toward Hagerstown, and marched 12 miles.
On
arriving near South Mountain, it was ascertained that the enemy was
in force on the mountain and in the pass.
I was ordered to form a line
of battle about 3 o’clock p. m., which was done on the hill facing the
mountain. Bemained there until about 5 o’clock, when we were ordered
to go forward. We went forward in line of battle on the left of the
pike leading through the pass, supported by the Second AVisconsin, two
companies of which (commanded by Captain Colwell) had been deployed
as skirmishers.
I also deployed Company B, Captain Dudley’s, as
flankers, to protect our left flank.
We moved slowly and cautiously,
but steadil}^, forward. The skirmishers were soon fired on, but pressed
:

forward with caution.
On arriving near a house on our extreme left, surrounded on the southwest and north by timber, I discovered large numbers of the enemy in
*But

see revised srateuient, p. 189.
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and around the house. They had been annoying us as well as the skirmishers by firing from the house and outhouses; also from the woods
near the house. I ordered Lieutenant Stewart, who commanded a section of Battery B, Fourth Artillery, to come forward and open fire upon
the house. He moved forward his section of two pieces and threw several splendid shots, the first of which took efiect in the upper story,
causing a general stampede of their forces from that point, enabling us
to go forward more rapidly, and with less loss from their sharpshooters.
Their skirmishers soon opened a sharp fire upon ours, which made it necthen opened fire on the enemy at
essary for us to push forward.
short range, who were concealed in part under cover. The fire became
general on both sides. The Nineteenth gave a shout, and pressed forward continued a steady step forward, cheering all the time. It was
a most magnificent sight to see the boys of the Nineteenth going forward,
crowding the enemy, cheering all the time.
After driving the enemy about three-quarters of a mile, I discovered

We

—

a stone fence in front, which the enemy had fallen back to. At that
point they were annoying us very much. I then ordered Captain Clark,
Company G, to wheel his company to the left, and move by the right
flank until he could command the line of battle lying directly behind
the stone fence. They then opened a flank fire upon the enemy, causing them to retreat precipitately, which gave us an opportunity of pouring upon them a raking fire as they retreated. Captain Clark here took
11 prisoners 1 major, 1 captain, and 1 lieutenant amongst them. The
firing then ceased in front of us.
The Second Wisconsin came to our
support promptly as soon as the firing became general, and stood by the
Nineteenth until the enemy fled over the mountain. After the firing
ceased in front, we discovered the enemy, who was concealed behind a
stone fence on the right of the pike, in front of the Seventh Wisconsin,
annoying them by a deadly fire behind their breastworks. Colonel
Fairchild, commanding Second Wisconsin, wheeled the left wing of his
regiment, and opened an enfilading fire upon the enemy. After exhausting their ammunition, he withdrew them and ordered up his right
wing to take their place, in which position they remained until they exhausted their ammunition, when they were withdrawn. I then took
forward my regiment and occupied the same position, and continued an
enfilading fire upon the enemy, who soon fell back from their strong
position, the Wisconsin and Indiana boys giving three hearty cheers as
the fate of the day was thus decided.
It was then after 9 o’clock in the night, and pursuit being considered
dangerous, we lay down on our arms, holding the battle-field. Small
detachments of my command were now engaged in bringing in wounded
prisoners. We held the field until about 12 o’clock, when we were relieved by fresh troops. The loss in the Nineteenth Indiana was 9 killed,
37 wounded, and 7 missing, making an aggregate of 53.
It was a glorious victory on the part of General Gibbon’s brigade,
driving the enemy from their strong position in the mountain gorge.
The boys of the Nineteenth Indiana behaved most gloriously. Too much
praise cannot be bestowed upon them for their courage and gallantry.
The officers were active in the discharge of their duties. LieutenantColonel Bachman was very efficient on this occasion, rendering me im-

—

portant service.

Very

resi)ectfully,

your obedient servant,
S.

MEREDITH,

Colonel Nineteenth Indiana Volunteers,
Lieut.

Frank

A. Haskell,

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

:
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No. 23.
Report 0/ Gapt. William

TF. Dudley^
battle of

Nineteenth Indiana Infantry^ of the
Antietam.

Camp, Gibbon’s Brigade,
September 21, 18G2.

Dear Sir I have tbe boDor to submit tbe following report of the
part taken by tbe Nineteenth Indiana Volunteers in tbe battle of the
17tb instant
Owing to tbe fall which Colonel Meredith received in the battle of tbe
28tb of August, and tbe subsequent fatigue and exposure of tbe marches
up to the 16tb instant, be was unable to take command on our movement across the Antietam Creek. Tbe command now fell upon Lieutenant-Colonel Bachman. Immediately on crossing the creek we were
advanced in line of battle up tbe bill in a plowed field which covered
the brow of tbe bill. Lieutenant-Colonel Bachman immediately deployed Company A, Sergeant Eager, forward as skirmishers through
the corn-field, in order to protect our front and the crossing of our division, which, being accomplished, we were ordered to join tbe brigade and
stopped for the nighty having closed
move farther up to the right.
column by division on first division, right in front.
Early on the morning of the 17th instant we were called up and premoved directly to the front, in column by
pared to go into action.
division.
Our first casualty occurred in a jicach orchard near the destined battle-field.
now moved to the edge of a corn-field near a stone house, which
was immediately used as a hospital. Here we lay down, while our skirmishers were scouring the corn-field in front.
were soon ordered
to the right, to a piece of woods which skirted the battle-field on the
right.
Here we deployed column and formed our line of battle on .the
right of the Seventh Wisconsin Volunteers, and Lieutenant-Colonel
Bachman ordered Company B, then my command, to deploy forward
as skirmishers. This being done, the regiment moved slowly forward till
the right was through the wood, when we halted. It was at this time
that the attempt was made to take Battery B, Fourth Artillery, which
was stationed at the straw-stacks near the stone house hospital. Upon
seeing the advance of the enemy, Lieutenant-Colonel Bachman at once
called in the skirmishers, and ehanged front forward on the tenth company, so as to front the left flank of the enemy.
As soon as it was practicable we opened fire on them, and we have
every reason to believe that our fire was very effective in repulsing
their attack on the battery.
Soon we saw the enemy falling back in
great disorder, and it was at this juncture that the gallant LieutenantColonel Bachman, yielding to the urgent appeals of the men, gave the
order to charge, and, hat in hand and sword drawn, he gave the order
“ double-quick,” and bravely led on, the men following, cheering as they
advanced.
charged across the pike and followed the retreating
rebels to the brow of the hill, over which they had a strong reserve of
infantry and three pieces of artillery, which i)ieces seemed to have been
abandoned by horses and men. It was at this point that brave Lieutenant-Colonel Bachman fell, mortally wounded, and I took command
immediately. As soon as we could carry his bodj to the rear, we fell
back to the pike and rallied. Here we received an enfilading fire, the
enemy having succeeded in approaching within 100 yards of our right,
:

We

We

We

We

We

*
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under cover of the woods. We again fell back to our old position, and
remained there until relieved by one of General Patrick’s regiments.
We then fell back in good order slowly about 30 rods into the open field.
In making the charge and retiring, our colors fell three times, the
bearers severely wounded. When tliey fell the last time, they were
ificked up and carried off the field by Lieut. D. 8. Holloway, of Company
D. One of our men captured a rebel fiag and took it to the rear. In
this charge Lieut. William Orr, Company K, was severely wounded.
At this time, about 2 o’clock p. m., we retired from the field in good
order, and formed in a strip of woods to the rear of the battle-field with
the other three regiments of our brigade, for the purpose of stoi^ping
stragglers.
Our loss was, killed, Lieut. Col. A. O. Bachman and 7 men j wounded,
Lieut. William Orr, Company K, and 70 men; missing, 26 men.*
The officers all vied with each other in the performance of their duty,
and too much praise cannot l»e awarded to the non-commissioned officers for their gallant conduct; and the men of this regiment are all
brave men, if we except the few who found their way to the rear when

danger approached.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

^

WILLIAM W. DUDLEY,
Captain Company
*

Lieut.

Prank

Comdg. Nineteenth Indiana Volunteers.

A. Haskell,

Acting Assistant Adjust ant- General^ Oibhon^s Brigade.

hTo. 24.

Report of

Col.

Lucius Fairchild^ Second Wisconsin Infantry, of the
of South Mountain.

battle

Camp, Gibbon’s Brigade,
Near Sharpsburg, Md., September 20, 1862.
Sir I have the honor to report the following as the part taken by
the Second Wisconsin Volunteers, under my command, in the battle of
South Mountain, Maryland, on Sunday, September 14, 1862:
Soon after a large portion of Hooker’s corps were in line, and advancing up the mountain on the right of the turnpike. Gibbon’s brigade advanced on the pike to the foot of the mountain. On arriving there, the
Nineteenth Indiana Volunteers and my regiment filed into the field on
the left. Companies B and E of my regiment were deployed as skirmishers, and ordered to advance, their right resting on the i)ike. The
:

Nineteenth Indiana followed, with my regiment in their rear about 200
yards. By order of General Gibbon, we moved thus in double column
until well within the gap.
While lying down in that position, a shell
• from the enemy struck and exploded in the ranks of the second division of the Second Eegiment, killing 4 and badly wounding 3. Soon
after, I deployed my column, the skirmishers being briskly engaged,
and, when the Nineteenth Indiana opened fire, I moved forward to their
right, the right of my regiment resting on the turnpike, and opened
fire.
After expending some 20 rounds of ammunition, I discovered the
enemy had entirely disappeared from our front. Then I ordered the
*

But
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men to fire by the right-oblique, on a, line of the enemy who were firing
on the Seventh Wisconsin. After a short time I ceased firing, and, the
better to get at the enemy, changed direction with the right wing of my
regiment. In that position good execution was done until their ammunition was all expended, when they were withdrawn to the line, and the
After the left wing had expended their amleft wing took their place.
munition and had been withdrawn, the Nineteenth took the same posiAll were then ordered to lie down. The fire from the
tion, by wings.
enemy ceased and all was quiet.
I ordered Company A to deploy as skirmishers to the extreme left of
the Nineteenth Indiana, and sent a few men to the front a short distance, to prevent a surjmse. Thus we lay until nearly midnight, when
part of General Gorman’s brigade took our ground, while we fell back a
short distance for ammunition. The action was not resumed after my
regiment left the front line.
Fortunately the Second suffered lightly in comparison with other regi-

ments of the brigade, as the list of killed and wounded, heretofore forwarded, will show.
As usual, the officers and men behaved well. Captain Colwell, of
Company B, was killed while in command of the line of skirmishers.
His place can hardl 3^ be filled. He was a fine officer and beloved by
the whole regiment.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

LUCIUS FAIRCHILD,
Colonel Second Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers,

Frank

A. Haskell,
and A, L. 0., Actg. Asst. Adjt. Oen., Gibbon’s Brigade.

Lieut,

No. 25.
Reports of Lieut. Col.

Edward

battles

8. Bragg, Sixth Wisconsin Infantry^ of the
of South Mountain and Antietam.

Gibbon’s Brig., Hdqrs. Sixth Regt. Wisconsin Yols.,
In the Field, September 20, 1862.
Sir In compliance with circular from headquarters, I have the honor
to report that at the battle of South Mountain, on the 14th instant, the
Sixth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers moved up the mountain gorge
to the right of the turnpike, in support of the Seventh Wisconsin Volunteers, who were moving in front, supporting a line of skirmishers.
The skirmishers soon found the enemy in front, and an irregular fire
commenced. This was past twilight. The Seventh moved to the support of the skirmishers, and was soon engaged with the enemy, who was
concealed in a wood on their left and in a ravine in front. So soon as
the Seventh received the fire of the enemy and commenced replying, I
deployed the Sixth, and with the right wing opened fire upon the enemy
concealed in the wood upon the right. I also moved the left wing by
the right flank into the rear of the right wing, and commenced a fire by
the wings alternately, and advancing the line after each volley.
:

At this time I received an order from the general, directing me to flank
the enemy in the wood. The condition of the surface of the ground, and
the steepness of the ascent up the mountain side, rendered this movement a difficult one but without hesitation the left wing moved by the
;

254

OPERATIONS IN

N. VA.,

W. VA., MD., AND PA.

[Chap.

XXXL

flauk into the wood, firing as they went, and advancing the line. I
directed Major Dawes to advance the right wing on the skirt of the
wood as rapidly as the line in the wood advanced, which he did. This
movement forward and by the flank I continued until the left wing rested
its right on the crest of the hill, extending around the enemy in a semicircular line, and then moved the right wing into the wood so as to connect the line from the open field to the top of the hill. While this was
being done, the fire of the enemy, who fought ns from behind rocks and
trees, and entirely under cover, was terrific, but steadily the regiment
dislodged him and kept advancing. Ammunition commenced to give
out, no man having left more than four rounds, and many without any.
It was dark, and a desperate enemy in front.
At this moment I received an order from General Gibbon to cease fire
and maintain the position, and the battle was won. I directed my men
to reserve their fire, unless compelled to use it, and then only at short
range, and trust to the bayonet. Ko sooner did the time of fire cease
than the enemy, supposing we were checked, crept close up in the wood
and commenced a rapid fire. I directed a volley in reply, and then, with
three lusty cheers for Wisconsin, the men sat cheerfully down to await

another attack but the enemy w'as no more seen.
I held the ground until daylight, when I threw out skirmishers, and
soon found the enemy had withdrawn in the night, leaving a few dead
on the field, and a large number of muskets also.
Soon after daylight my regiment was relieved by the Second Hew
York, from Gorman’s brigade, who had been lying in the field, under
cover of a stone wall, at a safe distance in the rear, refreshing themselves with a good night’s sleep, after a long and fatiguing march of
some 10 miles.
The object accomplished, and the time and place of doing it, speak
all that need be said for officers and men of the regiment.
Our loss was 11 killed and 79 wounded total, 90.*
I have the honor to be, respectfully,
'

j

;

EDWD.
Lieutenant- Colonel.)
Lieut.

S.

BEAGG,

Commanding Sixth Wisconsin.

Frank A. Haskell,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Glbbon’s Brig., Hdqrs. Sixth Eegt. Wisconsin Yols.,
I7i the Meld) Septemher 21, 1862.

Captain In compliance with circular from brigade headquarters, I
have the honor to report that, early on the morning of the 17th, the Sixth
Wisconsin Volunteers, under my command, supported by the brigade,
commenced the attack upon the enemy’s left flank. Ho sooner was the
column in motion than the enemy opened fire on us with artiller^^, and
so accurate was his range that the second shell exploded in the ranks,
disabling 13 men, including Captain Hoyes, Company A. notwithstanding this shock, the column moved steadily forward until it reached the
wood, when, by direction of General Gibbon, Company I was deployed
to the left and Company G to the right in front of the line as skirmishers, and the regiment immediately deployed and advanced to their sup:

port.

But
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The skirmishers soon found the enemy lodged in a corn-field and his
advance concealed along fences and under cover, but rapidly drove in
his advance, and the regiment moved uj) steadily in support, the right
and center on and to the right of the Hagerstown turnpike, and the left
across a corn-field. While advancing into the corn-field, Oapt. Edwin
A. Brown, Company E, a good officer and a genial gentleman, fell, killed
instantly by a musket ball.
The portion of the line in the corn-field was under the immediate command of Maj. Eufus E. Hawes, who discharged his duty in watching
and guiding its movements with signal courage and ability. This portion of the line was soon under heavy fire, and drove the enemy from
his cover.

The advance of the right wing did not discover the enemy until it
reached a rise of ground in front of the barn and stacks to the right of
the road, when the enemy’s skirmishers lying along the edge of a wood
running down in a point to the right of the barn, where they were lying
undisturbed the right of my line of skirmishers having failed to advance, either from a failure to hear or heed commands. [Sic.]
At this moment a i^iece of artillery which had been stationed in front
of my left changed its position and passed into the road in my front.
I immediately ordered the company in the road to advance to the sifmmit of a ridge of ground a few rods in front and open fire upon the horses
attached to the piece, with a view of disabling and capturing it j and at
the same time I ordered Companies G and K, on the right, to advance
and occupy a basin between two ridges, and a few yards nearer the
enemy. So soon as this was attempted I discovered the enemy in force,
lying in line of battle along the fence and across the field to the wood,
at right angles with the road, his line being then within musket range.
At the same time he increased his fire from the woods on the right
flank.
This reudered the advance impracticable, and I ordered the
company in the road to lie down under cover of the fence, i^^o sooner
had I given this order, and while it was being executed, than I received
a slight but painful wound in the left arm, but still was able to direct
the right companies, G and K, to draw back their line under cover of
the fence and fronting the road, which was being executed when faintness compelled me to go to the rear, and I was unable to rejoin my
regiment until it had been relieved.
At the request of Major Dawes, who was in command during my absence, I have the honor to report that the regiment conducted itself during the fight so as to fully sustain its previous reputation ; that it did
not abandon its colors on the field that every color-bearer and every
member of the guard was disabled and compelled to leave that the
State color fell into other keeping, temporarily, in rear of the regiment,
because its bearer had fallen; but it was immediately reclaimed, and
under its folds, few but undaunted, the regiment rallied to the support
of the battery. The color lance of the National color is pierced with five
balls, and both colors bear multitudes of testimony that they were in

—

;

;

the thickest of the fight.

The regiment remained in the front of the fight until they had expended nearly their last round of ammunition. The enemy broke and
ran before their advance, leaving his dead and wounded in large numbers on the field, and the regiment pursued, and only retired again in
the presence of a host that it would have been madness to have opposed
with a handful of men, brave though they were and fearless.
In this advance two stand of colors w'ere captured and sent to the
rear in charge of a wounded soldier, and have become lost or fallen

:
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some one desirous of military eclat without incurring personal danger, so that they cannot be reclaimed by the capioto the possession of
tors.

Here Captain Bachelle, Company F,
He was a true soldier, a gallant

leading his men in the purand a faithful man. He
never shrank from danger nor flinched from any duty. He fell as he
desired, with his harness on, cheering his men to victory. His body
rests underneath the sod he lost his life to win.
The loss of the regiment in the engagement was as follows Commissioned officers, 3 killed, 5 wounded; enlisted men, 23 killed, 121
wounded; aggregate, 152.
I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,
suit.

fell,

officer,

:

EDWD.
Lieutenant- Colonel^

Capt. J. P.

Commanding

S.

BEAGG,

Sixth Wisconsin Volunteers,

Wood,

Assistant Adjutant- General, Gihbon^s Brigade.

Ko.

26.

Reports of Capt. John B. Callis, Seventh Wisconsin Infantry, of the battles
of South Mountain and Antietam.

Hdqrs. Seventh Eegiment Wisconsin Volunteers,
Near Boonsborough, Md., September 15, 1862.
I have the honor to report the part taken by the Seventh Eeg-

Sir
iment of Wisconsin Volunteers in the action of the 14th of September,
1862, at South Mountain, Md.
About ‘5 o’clock p. m. the Seventh Eegiment Wisconsin Volunteers
formed in line of battle on the north side of the turnpike. Skirmishers
were thrown in advance of us, and soon encountered the skirmishers of
the enemy. A sharp skirmish tire ensued. The regiment then broke by
the right of companies to the front, and advanced, keeping 100 paces in
rear of the line of skirmishers. We advanced in this way through a
corn-field for half a mile, and came out into an open field.
Here the
skirmishers met such a sharp fire from the sharpshooters of the enemy,
that it was difficult for them to advance farther, the open field affording no shelter or protection against the sharp fire from the bank. The
regiment then formed a hue of battle, and advanced, our left touching
the pike, our right extending north to the edge of the woods on the
slope of the mountain. The enemy opened a destructive enfilading fire
from a stone fence on our left, at a short range, which drew the fire from
our regiment to the left. We kept advancing and firing until another
enfilading fire from the woods on our right, and a direct tire from behind
a stone fence in our front, showed our close proximity to the enemy’s line
of battle. Our men returned the fire with great vigor. The Sixth Wisconsin Eegiment was then in line in our rear some 50 paces. Colonel
Bragg, seeing the destructive fire under which we were fighting, doublequicked the Sixth Wisconsin Eegiment to our right and opened on the
enemy, thereby drawing the enfilading fire hitherto received by us from
the woods on our right.
Colonel Fairchild, of the Second Wisconsin Eegiment, at this juncture
was a little to rear and left of the pike, with the Second Wisconsin Eegiment. He also seeing our perilous condition, brought his regiment for:

:
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left, and commenced a fire that relieved ns from further
annoyance from the left, thus leaving ns to contend against a direct fire
from behind a stone wall in our front. The firing was kept up without
ceasing until about 9 o’clock at night, when our ammunition became
exhausted. The fact was made known to General Gibbon. His answer
was, “ Hold the ground at the point of the bayonet.” Our men were
ordered to lie down; the cartridges were taken from the boxes of the dead
and wounded, and distributed among the men who were destitute of
ammunition. I then gave them orders to load, and reserve their fire for
a close range. The enemy coming to know our condition, commenced
advancing on us in line, whereupon I ordered the regiment to rise up,
Our regiment had
fix bayonets, and charge on the advancing column.
not advanced farther than 20 feet when we fired. This broke the enemy’s
lines, and they retired in great confusion.
Our loss was heavy in killed and wounded. The aggregate of killed,
wounded, and missing was about 147. The regiment went into the action with 375 muskets. The officers and men of the regiment all fought
About 10.30 o’clock the regiment was
well, doing their whole duty.
relieved by part of General Gorman’s brigade, the Fifteenth Eegiment

ward on our

Massachusetts Yolunteers.
I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant,
JhTO. B. CALLIS,
Captain, Commanding Seventh Regiment Wisconsin Yolunteers.

Frank A. Haskell,
Aide^de- Camp

Sir

:

and Actg. Asst.Adjt. Gen., Gen. Gibbon’s Brig.

Hdqrs. Seventh Eegiment Wisconsin Volunteers,
Rear Sharpsburg, Md., September 18, 1862.
I have the honor to report the part taken by the Seventh Eegi-

ment Wisconsin Yolunteers
Antietam Creek, Maryland

in the action of the 17th instant, at or near

At or about 5 o’clock a. m. on the 17th day of September, 1862, the
Seventh Eegiment Wisconsin Yolunteers lay near to and on the left and
south side of the Hagerstown and Sharpsburg pike, between Keedysville and Sharpsburg, at which time and place the enemy commenced
shelling our camp from our front and right. We marched in column bj"
division in rear of the Sixth Wisconsin Eegiment, until we came within
some 300 yards of the enemy’s line of battle, where we came to a halt
and awaited further orders. We soon received orders to march by the
fiank across the pike into an open field on the right of the pike, and
deploy into line of battle, and march in line into a belt of woods that lay
in our front.
I threw the regiment forward until it came up to the line
of skirmishers which covered our front. They informed me that they
could advance no farther into the woods that the enemy lay massed
in the tilhber in our front.
We commenced removing the fence in front
of us, when the enemy opened a destructive fire from the woods in our
front.
Our men returned the fire, and charged over the fence, vigorously keeping up the fire until the enemy retired from the woods and
entered a corn-field in front of our left.
I then saw heavy columns advancing on the Sixth and Second Wisconsin Eegiments, which lay on our left. I immediately changed front,
so as to get a raking fire on the left flank of the enemy’s column as
they advanced in front of the Sixth and Second Wisconsin. * As soon
17 R R—.yOL XIX, PT I
;

;
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as this was doue, we opened a lire on their liank that broke them np
badly, scattering them in great confusion. They, however, soon rallied
and returned our fire, making sad havoc in our ranks. General Patrick
came up in our rear with support, and ordered his men to advance
through our line to the front, which they did, but not without suffering
severely. The Seventh Wisconsin then marched by the flank to the
place where we first entered the woods, the enemy showing signs of a
flank movement on our right. The regiment lay in this position until
the enemy, unseen by us, had planted a battery about 300 yards distant on our right, supported by infantry. They commenced throwing
grape and canister into our ranks with terrible effect, whereupon we
retired under cover of an elevation of land covered with timber, thereby
rendering their fire harmless to us until we joined the balance of the
brigade, which lay then to our rear.
Our men all stood and fought bravely. Our number on entering the
field was about 190 men.
lost 9 killed, 26 wounded, and 5 missing.*
I have the honor, sir, to be your most obedient servant.
JNO. B. CALLIS,
Captain^ Commanding Seventh Regiment Wisconsin Vohinteers.

We

Frank A. Haskell,
Aide-de-Campj and Actg. Asst.

No.

Ad/jt. Gen.,

Gibbon’s Brigade.

27.

Report of Brig. Gen. James B. Ricketts, II. S. Army, commanding Second
Division, of the battles of South Mounftain and Antietam.
9

Headquarters Second

Division, Third Corps,
Near Sharpsburg, September 21, 1862.

General I liave the honor to submit the following report of the
operations of my division
On the morning of the 14th instant the division was under arms to
march at daylight from its encampment near the Monocacy, and arrived
at the east side of South Mountain, about a mile north of the turnpike,
at 5 p. m., forming line of battle. First Brigade, Brigadier-General
Durj^ea, on the extreme right; Third Brigade, Brigadier-General Hartsuff‘, in the center, and Second Brigade, Colonel Christian, on the left.
The route of the First and Third Brigades extended over very rough
ground to the crest of the mountain, which was gallantly won. On the
left the Second Brigade was sent to the relief of General Doubleday’s,
which was hard pressed and nearly out of ammunition. It engalged the
enemy with terrible effect, and drove him down the west side of the
:

:

mountain.
It being

now too dark to advance, and the men much exhausted,
operations ceased for the night. The next morning, the enemy having
fled during the night, the division moved forward and encamped near
Keedysville. The artillery was not engaged.
The list of casualties is annexed First Brigade, 5 killed, 16 wounded
Second Brigade, 2 killed, 6 wounded; Third Brigade, 2 killed, 4
wounded. Total killed and wounded, 35.
From Keedysville on the afternoon of the 16th the division crossed
:

But
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tlio All tie tarn Eiver and moved toward Sliarpsburg, in direction of the
enemy\s left dank. Third Brigade was formed in line of battle Avhile
under lire from the enemy^s artillery Second Brigade toward the left
of the Third, and First Brigade in reserve. The artillery, though within
range, was placed as much under shelter as possible for the night.
The morning of the 17th your order to advance and occupy the woods
in front was being carried out, when General Hartsuff, who was examining the ground, was severely wounded, and the services of this valuable
The brigade moved forward, supported by Second
officer were lost.
Brigade on the left and First Brigade on the right, all advancing with
the artillery. Battery F, First Pennsylvania, under Captain Matthews,
and Captain Thompson’s Independent Pennsylvania Battery, each conTaking advantage of the ground, both
sisting of four 3-iuchrifled guns.
batteries opened with destructive effect, officers and men displaying
great coolness while exposed to a severe fire of artillery and infantry.
The division gained the outer edge of the wood, and kept up a fearful
fire for four hours, until, the ammunition being exhausted and the supports coming up, it was compelled to retire to refill boxes, after which
the division joined the rest of the corps on the right, near the turnpike,
and, with the exception of a brisk fire from the enemy’s artillery, under
which they stood, was not* employed again during the day only to hold
5

that position.

commend

the general good conduct of the division, and would menDuryea Colonel Coulter, Eleventh
Pennsylvania Yolunteers 5 Colonel Lyle, Ninetieth Pennsylvania Volunteers Capt. E. W. Matthews, First Pennsylvania Artillery, and Capt.
James Thompson, Independent Pennsylvania Artillery also the names
in the subjoined list, marked B.
Indeed, both officers and men displayed courage under a severe fire.
Casualties as per annexed list, marked C*: Out of 3,158 thken into
action, 1,051 were killed and wounded
153 killed and 898 wounded.
Of my staff' I take pleasure in mentioning the distinguished gallantry
of Capt. John W. Williams, assistant adjutant- general also Capt. Benjamin W. Eichards, aide-de-camp, and Capt. F. Gerker, commissary of
I

tion iiarticularly Brigadier-General

;

;

;

—

;

subsistence.

Eespectfully submitted.

JAMES
Brigadier- General^

Maj. Gen.

B.

EICKETTS,

Commanding

Division,

Joseph Hooker.
B.

List of officers

and men who behaved with gallantry in

the engagements of

September 14-17, 18G2.

FIRST BRIGADE.

One hundred and

fifth

Eegiment

New York

Volunteers:

Lieutenant- Colonel Carroll.
Maj. J. W. Shedd.
Captain Bradley.
Lieutenant Doolittle.
Assistant Adjutant-General Duryea.
Nominal

list

omitted.

—
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One liundred and seventh Eegiment Pennsylvania Volunteers:
Captain Scheffer.
Lieutenant Corcoran.
Color-Sergeant Kehoe.
Color- Sergeant Hough.
Color-Sergeant Phillips.
Color- Sergt. H. W. Smyser.
Color-Sergeant Pike.

One hundred and fourth Eegiment Hew York Volunteers:
Captain Tu thill.
Lieutenant How.
Color-Sergeant Cain.
Color- Sergeant Eogers.
Private Maurice

Eogers was
Ninety-seventh
Lieutenant
Lieutenant
Lieutenant
Lieutenant

Buckingham

seized the colors

when Color-Sergeant

shot.

Eegiment

New York

Volunteers

Carpenter.

Hopkins.
Spencer.

Brennan.

A.

HUEYEA,
Brigadier- General.

To wEich should he added

One hundred and seventh Eegiment Pennsylvania Volunteers
Captain MacThomson.
Captain Eoath.

One hundred and

fourth

New York

Volunteers:

Captain Wing.

SECOND BRIGADE.
Ninetieth Eegiment Pennsylvania Volunteers:
Lieut. Col. William A. Leech.
Maj. A. J. Sellers.
Adjt. H. P. Weaver.
Capt. Charles P. Maguire.
Capt. Jacob M. Havis.
Capt. John W. Barnes.
Capt. John A. Gorgas.
Capt. William H. Warner.
First Lieut. A. Morin.
Lieut. J. M. Moore.
Lieut. W. F. Myers.
Lieut. George W. Watson.
Lieut. F. A. Chadwick.
Second Lieut. S. W. Moore.
Second Lieut. G. E. Lindsley.
Second Lieut. E. J. Gorgas.
Second Lieut. W. H. Heulings.
Second Lieut. E. W. Havis.
Second Lieut. John T. Eiley.
Second Lieut. J. P. Mead.
Second Lieut. William S. Ellis.
Private Paul, who carried the colors, the color-bearer having been
killed in the early part of the engagement.
P. LYLE,
Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade,

First
First
First
First

:
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THIRD BRIGADE.
Eighty-third Kegiment New York Volunteers:
Capt. John Hendrickson.

Captain Moesch.
Thirteenth Eegiment Massachusetts Volunteers
Major Gould.

Eleventh Kegiment Pennsylvania Volunteers:
Adjutant Uncapher.
Lieutenant Thomas.
Twelfth Kegiment Massachusetts Volunteers:
Captain Allen.
Lieutenant Clark.
Lieutenant Dehon.
Capt. B. F. Cook.
K.
Colonel,

COULTEK,

Commanding Third Brigade.

Kespectfully submitted.

JAMES
Brigadier- General Volunteers,

B.

EICKETTS,

Commanding

Bicision.

No. 28.
Report of Capt. James MacThomson, One hundred and seventh Fennsylvania Infantry, First Brigade, of the battles of South Mountain and
Antietam.

Hdqrs. One hundred and seventh Pennsylvania Vols.,
Camp near Mercerville, Md., October 1, 1862.
Sir: I have the honor to make the following report respecting the
Oae hundred and seventh Kegiment Pennsylvania Volunteers in the
two actions, September 14 and 17, at South Mountain and Antietam:
Arriving at the base of South Mountain, after a wearisome march of

we found the
engaged with the Pennsylvania Keserves. Immediately,
in compliance with orders from General Duryea, formed in line of battle
near the foot of the hill, aud gave orders to move forward with fixed
bayonets. Nothing could exceed the promptness of both officers and
men in the execution of this order; with enthusiastic cheers they dashed
forward, and soon the enemy were scattered, and in much confusion were
flying before us.
Several times they rallied, and once in particular,
having gained an admirable iiosition behind a stone fence, they appeared determined to hold on to the last. Here it was they sustained
their greatest loss. Colonel Gayle, Twelfth Alabama, fell dead, and the
lieutenant-colonel Fifth South Carolina wounded and taken prisoner.
Their stand at this point delayed not the onward movement of the One
hundred and seventh a moment, but in a little while we were over the
fence and among them, taking 68 prisoners, killing and Avounding quite
a number, and causing the remainder to fly precipitately to the top of
the mountain. FolloAving, we drove them across the narrow plain on the
summit and part way down the other side. Night ended the pursuit;
but, fearing a surprise, I directed officers and men to rest in line during
17 miles, on September 14, at about 5.30 o’clock p. m.,

enemy

fiercely
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the night, prepared for any emergency, and threw 200 yards in advance
a volunteer picket of 10 men. About 1 o’clock a. m. one of these pickets
brought in a rebel adjutant-general, who had the temerity to venture
close to our lines. In this engagement we lost 3 men killed and 18
wounded.* This small loss is accounted for by the fact that the rebels,
being all the Avhile located above us, shot too high. In evidence of the
truth of this statement, our colors were completely riddled, while the
color-bearer was in nowise injured. The next morning, September 15,
we moved forward, and at night crossed the Antietam near Keedysville,
bivouacking on the opposite side. On Tuesday afternoon we again
moved forward, and, after a few miles’ march, the advance of our corps
engaged the enemy, who, located in a favorable position in the woods,
made a stubborn resistance, but finally gave way, falling back, hoAVever, but a short distance.
The coveted ground gained by our force, and night coming on, no farther advance was made, and both armies lay on their arms, ready for
the fierce fight of to-morrow, our brigade having reached a i)oint less
than half a mile in rear of the outer pickets.
At early dawn, agreeably to orders, I moved the One hundred and
seventh Eegiment by the flank to the field on the right. Here, forming
column by divisions, we moved forward through a narrow strip of timber, gained the night previous, into a plowed field, in which, opposite
side, Thompson’s Pennsylvania battery had just gotten into position.
Advancing half Aray across the field to within easy supiAorting distance
of the battery, we halted for about five minutes, the enemy’s shell and
round shot flying about us like hail, killing and wounding some of our
poor fellows, but not injuring the morale of the regiment in the least.
Shortly we were again advancing and passing the battery, and over a
clover field reached the spot so frequently mentioned in the reports of
this battle
the corn-field. Deploying into line, Ave entered the field and
pushed rapidly through to the other side. Here we found, in different
positions, three full brigades of the enemy.
opened fire immediately upon those in front, and in fifteen minutes compelled them to fall
back. Eecehung re-enforcements, however, he soon regained his position, and an unequal conflict of nearly three-quarters of an hour resulted
in forcing us back through the corn-field. Our brigade had, howeA^er,
done its Avork.
had held at bay a force of the enemy numerically
five times our superior for considerably more than an hour, and at one
time driAung them.
were now relieved by re-enforcements coming
up, and retired to the rear. During the balance of the day Ave Avere
constantly on the qui vivCj but were not again called into action save to

—

We

We

We

support batteries.
In the battle of Antietam the One hundred and seventh Eegiment had
190' men engaged, and lost 10 men killed and 45 Avounded, a total loss
of 85 killed and Avounded in both engagements. Too much cannot be
said of the dashing bravery of both officers and men at South Mountain
or of their heroic firmness and cool bearing Avhen standing still in line
of battle at Antietam. They, for more than an hour, received (and
returned) the fire of a force infinitely superior.
With much respect, I am, sir, your obedient servant,

JAMES MacTHOMSOII,
Ca^t.j

Comdg. One hundred and seventh Begt. Fennsylvania

Vols.,

in the e^igagernents of Septemher 14 a7id 17, 1862.

Lieutenant Kenny,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.
Rut

see revised stfitement, p. 185,
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Report of Lieut. Col. Richard H. Richardson^ Twenty-sixth Neiv York
Infantry., Second Brigade, of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.

IlEADQUARTERS TWENTY-SIXTH NeW YoRK VOLUNTEERS,
Camp near Sharpsburg, Md., September 19, 1862.
Sir In compliance with orders, this regiment marched from camp
:

near Frederick at 6 o’clock a. m. Sunday, September 14, 1862, 12 miles
to the gap, near Boonsborough, arriving on the battle-ground at 6
o’clock p. m., and formed in line of battle on the right of the brigade,
and advanced up the slope toward the enemy, who occupied the cornheld and brush at the top of the hill. In going up we marched by the
left flank, as ordered, for the purpose of gaining ground to the left and
On reaching the fence along the
relieving regiments then engaged.
timber at the hill-top, we halted, and commenced firing from the left of
the battalion, the right reserving their fire, not being in range of the
enemy,* until after some moments later. The left wing of the regiment
fired some 20 rounds and right wing 4 rounds, when the order was given
to cease firing, and lay on our arms in the same position until morning,
with skirmishers advanced.

would further report as casualties: Killed, none wounded, 2.
Marched from camp near Keedysville about 3 o’clock p. m. September 16 to the battle-ground, near Sharpsburg, and took position in line
at 8.30 o’clock p. m. Was not engaged that evening, but lay on our
arms until morning, posting pickets as ordered. Marched at daylight
September 17, under orders, across the fields, formed line of battle, occupying the left of the brigade, and halted some 400 or 500 yards from
I was directed to
tile wood, beyond which the enemy lay in position.
deploy in column by division, which I did, and advanced obliquely
toward the wood under a heavy fire of shot and shell, and halted, as
I

;

directed, 100 yards in rear of the brigade of General Duryea, that brigade moving to the right. I was ordered to advance in support of
General Hartsuff, and did so. Gnder direction of General Seymour we
deployed in line of battle along the fence, the left of the battalion con-

necting with the right of another regiment, the right with the left of
the Mnety-fourth Kew York Volunteers.
The enemj’ were in sight, about 350 yards, engaged with Hartsuff’s
brigade. I gave the command to commence firing by file, and the battalion continued firing evenly and carefully for some 30 rounds, average, when the command ceased firing, saving ammunition. This cessation
brought the enemy out more plainly in view on the open ground, and we
again opened fire, driving the enemy again behind the fence, and under
cover of the corn-field. I again gave orders to cease firing, being nearly
out of ammunition, and sent word twice to the colonel commanding the
brigade for ammunition or relief.
resumed our firing until every
round of cartridge was expended, when, the relieving column advancing, we retired in good order to the point indicated for supplying the

We

men.

Without particularizing, I can but say that every officer and man in
the command performed his duty in the coolest manner, obeying every
order with alacrity, and executing with determination, under fire, two
ours and a quarter.
Gasiialties: 5 killed^ 41 wounded, 20 inissingj tqtal^ 66,
1

1
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All of which is respectfully submitted.
I have the honor to be, colonel, most respectfully, your obedient
servant,

E. H.
Lieutenant- Colonel^ Comdg. Twenty-sixth

EIOHAEDSOlSr,

New Yorh

Volunteers,

P. Weaver,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Second Brigade.

Lieut.

David

No.

30.

Report of Lieut. Samuel A. Moffett, Ninety-fourth New Yorh Infantry,
of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.

New York Vols.,
Saturday, September 20, 1862.
Dear Sir In compliance with general orders, I would respectfully
report that on Sunday, September 14, our regiment marched from Frederick to South Mountain, arriving at that point at about 6 o’clock p. m.
continued the march until part way up the mountain, when we
formed in line of battle, and for a short time remained at a halt. Very
soon after we were ordered to march by the front toward the summit,
which was continued but a short distance, when we were ordered to
move by the left flank. In this direction we moved until far enough to
join the right of our brigade upon the left of the First Brigade, when
we were again ordered to move to the front, changing our direction by
the right flank.
then continued our advance to the front until we
occupied our position during the engagement, our regiment being upon
the extreme left of the brigade. During the action Oapt. D. 0. Tomlinson was wounded in the back of his neck; also one private of Company D. Number of killed, 2.
Evening having so far set in, the engagement was soon brought to a
close.
laid on our arms during the night.
Monday, 15th, finding
the enemy had retreated, we began a march in pursuit, which was continued to Keedysville, where we encamped for the night. 16th, during the latter part of the day, we again took up our march, and continued it to the battle-ground near Sharpsburg, Md., arriving there at
about 11 p. m., when we rested on our arms until the morning of the
17th, between 5 and 6 a. m., when we moved from the position we then
occupied to another piece of woods, and immediately formed in line of
battle and marched to the front, where our men were engaged for little
more than one hour. Our position occupied during this engagement
was next to the extreme left of the brigade.
Hdqrs. Ninety-fourth Eegiment
:

We

We

We

S.

Lieutenant,

A.

MOFFETT,

Commanding Regiment.

Colonel Lyle,
,

Commanding Second Brigade.

No.

31.

Report of Capt. Henry R. Myers, Mghty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry,
Second Brigade, of the battle of Antietam.

Hdqrs. Eighty-eighth Eegiment Pennsylvania Vols.,
Camp near Sharpsburg, Md., September 19, 1862.
I have the honor to report that, in obedience to orders detailing the
regiment as wagon guard on the 14th instant, we marched from about a
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mile east of Frederick City through that town, and halted about 2 miles
west of it until near dark, when we received orders to join the brigade.
started on the march, passing through Middletown, and encamped
on South Mountain late at night until daylight next morning (15th),
when we continued our march in search of the brigade, which Ave
reached about 10 a. m. About noon we started, passing through Boonsborough, and encamped about half a mile outside of Petersville
[Keedysville]. Late in the afternoon on the 16th we moved forward
on the left of the Ninetieth Eegiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, and
laid on our arms all night in a woods.
Shortly after daylight our division advanced in line of battle, our
brigade supporting General Hartsuff, the Ninetieth on our right and
Ninety-fourth on our left, to the end of a woods, where we relieved the
Ninth New York, and commenced firing, continuing for about two hours,
when we were ordered to fall back, fill our cartridge-boxes, and draw
then waited further orders.
rations.
During the engagement Maj. George W. Gile AA^as badly wounded in
the leg, and the command devolAred upon Oapt. H. E. Myers.
The loss is as follows: Killed, lOj w’ounded, 62 j missing, 5.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

We

We

H. E.
Captain,
Lieut.

David

Commanding

P.

MYEES,

Eighty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers,

Weaver,

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General,

No. 32.
Report of Col, Peter Lyle, Ninetieth Pennsylvania Infantry, of the hattles
of (South Mountain and Antietam.

Hdqrs. Ninetieth Eegt. Pennsylvania Vols.,
On the road to Sharpsburg, Md., September 19,

1862.

Sir In obedience to orders receiA^ed from brigade headquarters, 1
have the honor to make the following report of the part taken by the
regiment under my command in the recent engagements with the enemy
on the 14th, 16th, and 17th instant:
At 4 a. m. on Sunday morning, the 14th, the regiment, then lyingoutside of Frederick, was under arms, and left Frederick about 9 a. m.,
taking the turnpike toward Middletown. We arrived at the latter
place about 12 m., when we were halted on the road for some time,
until Eeno’s diAdsion had passed us.
We then took up the march;
passed up the turnpike a mile took the road to the right; passed up
the mountains, and were formed in line of battle, with orders to support Hartsuff’s brigade. While standing in this position we received
orders to advance into the woods, where our troops in front were
engaging the enemy.
The firing of musketry at this time being most terrific, we advanced in
:

;

line of battle, moving obliquely to the left and front.
HaAung received
later orders to relieve Doubleday’s brigade, who were running out of

ammunition, A\^e moved up to the crest of the hill, took the position occupied by Doubleday’s brigade, and immediately engaged the enemy.
The firing was kept up until darkness put an end to the engagement.
had but 3 men wounded slightly, Avho were by mistake included
in the list furnished for the 17th instant.
lay on our arms all

We

Wo

:
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and during the iiightT we took some 15 prisoners, some of whom
were wounded.
The next morning we found that the enemy had retreated during the
night, leaving on the field, immediately in front of our position and
within 20 yards of our lines, from 400 to 600 dead, the wounded, except
those mentioned above, having been carried ofl:*.
The same morning we started off in pursuit, and on Tuesday, having
crossed the Antietam the day before, we came up with the enemy, and
having formed in close column under fire from their batteries, entered
the wood, and formed in line of battle on the left of HartsufiPs brigade,
the Pennsylvania Eeserves being in the wood in front of us.
We again lay on our arms all night, and at daybreak the next morning (17th) we moved to the right, passed to the front through a cornfield, and took position on the left of Matthews’ battery. First Pennsylvania, which we were ordered to support. Here we were exposed to a
severe fire of musketry and shell, we being immediately in rear of the
skirmishers, who were engaging the enemy in the corn-field in front.
We were moved to the left behind a wood, and formed in close column.
The shells falling around us, the battery was moved to the front, into
the woods. Here we were subject to a raking fire of grape, canister, and
shell.
The battery fell back, and the regiment was deployed and moved
to the front in line. We passed through the woods into a plowed
field, where we engaged the enemy until our forces on the right and left
gave way, when, having but about 100 men left, we fell back slowly and
in good order, under cover of the woods, and then, being hard pressed
by the enem 3^, we fell to the rear, finding that fresh troops were coming

night,

to our relief.
I again take the occasion to call your attention to Lieut. Col. William
A. Leech, Maj. A. J. Sellers, and Adjt. D. P. Weaver, who throughout
all these engagements behaved with great coolness and bravery.
I desire also to mention for their coolness on tlie field, Capts. Jacob
M. Davis, William H. Warner, Charles F. Maguire (wounded),
John W. Barnes, and John A. Gorgas Lieuts. F. A. Chadwick, A.
Morin (wounded), J. P. Mead, J. M. Moore (wounded), S. W. Moore
(wounded), W. H. Hewlings, W. F. Myers, Lindslej^, E. W. Davis, G.
W. Watson, E. J. Gorgas, J. T. Eilej^, and W. S. Ellis; also Private
W. H. Paul, who carried the colors, the color-bearer having been killed
in the early part of the engagement.
;

Eespectfully submitted.
Colonel^

Commanding

P. LYLE,
Ninetieth Pennsylvania Volunteers.

Captain Palmer,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 33.
Reports of Brig. Gen. George G. Meade, U. 8. Army, commanding Third
Division, of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.

Hdqrs. Third Division (Meade’s), Hooker’s Corps,
September 24, 1862.

Major

have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of the division of the Pennsylvania Eeserves under my command
during the action of South Mountain Gap on the 14th instant
The division left its camp at the Monocacy early on the morning of
:

I
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Middletown and beyond, where

it

was

halted about 1 p. m. of that day. General Eeno’s corps being in front
and engaged with the enemy, about 2 p. m. the division was ordered to
the front to his support. The enemy was disputing our passage over
the turnpike through the South Mountain, and had been attacked on
the left by General Eeno. After some consultation with the general
commanding the right wing and the corps, I was directed to move the
division on a road leading off to the right of the turnpike and toward
the enemy’s left. After advancing over a mile on this road, the division,
which was the advance of the corps, was turned across the field to the
left, and moved in an advantageous position to support Cooper’s battery,
which it was proposed to establish on an adjoining eminence.
The enemy, perceiving these dispositions, opened on the column from
a battery on the mountain side, but without inflicting any injury. Captain Cooper’s battery of 3-inch ordnance guns was immediately put in
l)osition on the ridge above referred to, and at the same time, by direction of the general commanding the corps, the regiment of First Eifles
of the division was sent forward as skirmishers to feel for the enemy.
Being well satisfied, from various indications, that the enemy occupied
the mountain in force with his infantry, the general commanding the
corps directed me to advance my division to the right, so as, if possible,
slight
to outflank them, and then to move forward to attack him.
description of the features of the ground is necessary to properly describe the movements of the division. The turnpike from Fredericktown to Hagerstown in crossing the mountains takes a general direction
of northwest and southeast. The mountain ridge occupied by the enemy
was perpendicular in its general direction to the road. Parallel to the
mountain was another ridge, separated from it at the turnpike by a deep
valley, but connected at the upper end by a very small depression.
Over this second ridge there was a road, along which I advanced Seymour’s brigade of the division, directing him to push forward and feel
the enemy.
Soon after advancing. General Seymour reported that he could take
the crest of the first ridge, along which ran the road, and could then
advance across the ravine to the second ridge, which I immediately
ordered him to do. At the same time I deployed Gallagher’s (Third)
brigade parallel to the mountain, and also Magilton’s (Second) brigade
on the same line, but down in the valley, and, when the line of battle
was completely formed, directed a general advance of the whole. Seymour soon gained the crest of the first ridge, and then moved in the
same direction as the other two brigades. Gallagher and Magilton
advanced steadily to the foot of the mountain, where they found the
enemy’s infantry. In a short time the action became general throughout the whole line. Steadily the line advanced up the mountain side,
where the enemy was posted behind trees and rocks, from whence he
was slowly, but gradually, dislodged, Seymour first gaining the crest of
the hill, and driving the enemy to the left along the ridge, where he
was met with the fire of the other two brigades. Soon after the action
commenced, having reason to believe the enemy was extending his left
flank to outflank ns, I sent to the general commanding the corps for
re-enforcements, which were promptly furnished by sending General
Huryea’s brigade of Eicketts’ division.
Owing, however, to the distance to be traveled to reach the scene of action, Duryea did not arrive
on tlie ground till just at the close of the engagement. His men were
l)romptly formed in line of battle, and advanced on the left of Seymour, but only one regiment had an opportunity to open fire before the
enemy retired and darkness intervened.

A
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The conduct of the

division on this occasion was such as to uphold
well-earned reputation for steadiness and gallantry, and, fortunately,
was witnessed by the general commanding the corps, as well as by
others. I am greatly indebted to Brigadier-General Seymour for the
skill with which he handled his brigade on the extreme right flank,
securing by his maneuvers the great object of our movements, viz, the
outflanking the enemy. To Colonel Mcl^eil, of the First Pennsylvania
Ivifles, who with his regiment has always been in the advance, I am
indebted for ascertaining the exact position of the enemy.
Colonels Magilton and Gallagher, in command of the Second and
Third Brigades, formed their men and carried them to the summit of
the mountain in the most creditable manner. I regret to rejjort that
Colonel Gallagher, while gallantly leading his men, was wounded and
compelled to leave the field. To my personal staff, consisting of Capt.
E. C. Baird, assistant adjutant- general, Capt. J. Adair, commissary
of subsistence, and Lieuts. William Eiddle and A. G. Mason, Fifth
Pennsylvania Eeserves, acting aides-de-camp, I am indebted for the
prompt execution of all my orders, carried under a severe fire across
rocks, stone walls, and the most rugged country I almost ever saw.
The command rested on their arms during the night. The ammunition train was brought up and the men’s cartridge-boxes were filled,
and every jireparation made to renew the contest at daylight the next
morning should the enemy be in force. Unfortunately, the morning
opened with a heavy mist, which prevented any view being obtained,
so that it was not till 7 a. m. that it was ascertained the enemy had
retired entirely from the mountain.
I beg leave to refer to the reports of brigade and regimental commanders for the several parts taken by their commands. I also accompany this report with a consolidated return of the killed and wounded
and missing, amounting, as will be seen, to 399 in all, or about 10 per
cent, of the force taken into action.*
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
its

GEO.

G.

MEADE,

Brigadier- General^ Comdg. Division Pennsylvania Reserves,

Maj.

Joseph Dickinson,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Third (Meade’s)

Division,

^eiitember 22, 1862.

Major I have the honor to submit herewith a report of the operations of the division under my command in the actions of the 16th and
17th instant, on the Antietam:
The division left the mountain gap on the morning of the 15th, and
marched beyond Keedysville, bivouacking on the forks of the Big and
On the afternoon of the 16th, about 2 p. m., the divisLittle Antietam.
ion, constituting the advance of Hooker’s corps, moved, by direction of
the general commanding the corps, on the road to Williamsport, where,
after crossing the bridge over the main Antietam, the head of the column was moved to the left across the country, advancing on what was
understood to be the enemy’s left flank. Soon after leaving the road,
:

the cavalry advance reported having been fired upon, when, by direction of the general commanding the corps, the regiment of First PennBut

see revised statement, p. 18G.
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sylvania Eifles (Bucktails) was advanced as skirmishers to a piece of
oiir left, and four companies of the Third Eegiment Pennsylvania Eeserves were deployed as skirmishers and sent into a piece of
woods on our right, the main column formed of battalions in mass,
division front, with the artillery moving over the open ground for a
high ridge in front.
The Bucktails’ skirmishers finding the enemy. General Seymour, with
the First Brigade, was directed to advance to their support. This was
l)romptly done, and soon Seymour was closely engaged with the enemy’s
inlantry and artillery. Cooper’s battery being posted by Seymour to reply
In the mean time I had gained the crest with
to the enemy’s artillery.
the head of the column, and entered a piece of woods, which proved to
be in its direction perpendicular to the line along which Seymour had
advanced. On entering these woods, the enemy’s battery could be
plainly seen in a corn-field, playing on Seymour’s column in their front.
The masses of his infantry deployed around the battery, and the fact
that only one regiment the head of my column was deployed, deterred
me from the endeavor to capture the battery by a charge. I, however,
immediately ordered up Kansom’s battery of light 12-pounders, who
promptly came to the front and in battery at the edge of the woods,
opening on the enemy’s battery and infantry a destructive enfilading
fire, which soon caused him to v/ithdraw his guns to an eminence in the
rear, from which he commenced shelling the woods we occupied, and the
ridge immediately behind it.
In the mean time Magilton’s and Anderson’s (Second and Third) brigades came up, and were dejjloyed in line of battle to support Eansom’s
battery. After driving the enemy from the woods, Seymour held his
own, and, darkness intervening, the contest closed for the night, Seymour holding the woods immediately in front of the enemy, and Anderson and Magilton the woods on their flank. Eausom was withdrawn
to the rear.
Cooper remained in the position occupied in the commencement of the action, and Simpson’s battery of howitzers, which had been
posted on the ridge to the rear, replying to the enemy’s battery in its
second position, also remained there.
During the night the enemy made two attacks on Seymour’s pickets,
in both of which he was repulsed with, it is believed, severe loss.
At early daylight on the 17th the contest was warmly renewed by
Seymour, the enemy attacking him with vigor. The general commanding the corps had sent Eicketts’ division to Seymour’s support, and
had advanced Doubleday’s division along the woods occupied by Magilton’s and Anderson’s brigades.
These brigades were formed in column
of battalions in mass, and were moved forward in rear of Doubleday.
Seymour and Eicketts advancing through one piece of woods, and
Doubleday, on their right, advancing along the Hagerstown i)ike, left
an open space between, in which was a i>lowed field and an orchard;
beyond this was a corn-field, the possession of which the enemy warmly
disputed.
Eansom’s battery was advanced into the open ground between the
two advancing columns, and played with great effect on the enemy’s
infantry and batteries. The brigades of Anderson and Magilton on
reaching the corn-field were massed in a ravine extending up to the
pike.
Soon after forming, I saw the enemy were driving our men from
the corn-field. I immediately deployed both brigades, and formed line
of battle along the fence bordering the corn-field, for the purpose of
covering the withdrawal of our people and resisting the farther advance
of the enemy. - Just as this line of battle was formed, I received an

woods on
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tlie geueral commanding the corps to detach a l)rigade to
our troops in the woods on the left. I directed Magilton’s
brigade to move in that direction, which order was promptly executed,
notwithstanding the brigade, moving by the flank, was subjected to a
warm fire from the corn-field.
Anderson^s brigade still held the fence on the right, but the gap made
by the withdrawal of Magilton was soon filled by the enemy, whose inSeeing
fantry advanced boldly through the corn-field to the woods.
this, I rode up to Eansom’s battery and directed his guns on their
advancing column, which fire, together with the arrival of Magilton’s
brigade, in connection with Seymour and Eicketts, drove the enemy
back, who, as they retreated, were enfiladed by Anderson, who eventually regained the crest of the ridge in the corn-field. At this time,
about 10 a. m., my division had been engaged for five hours, and their
ammunition was being exhausted. I therefore welcomed the arrival of
Banks’ corps, the left column of which, commanded by the gallant Mansfield, moved up to our support in the woods on the left, and a column
under General Williams moved up to the woods on the right by the

order from
re-eij force

turnpike.
I should have mentioned previously that the Tenth Eegiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Warner, was detached across the pike to watch our right
flank, and was eventually, I believe, put in action by General Gibbon,
rendering good service in that part of the field; also that Cooper’s
battery of 3-inch guns and Simpson’s howitzers were early in the morning posted on the crest of the ridge we occupied the evening jirevious,
from whence they had a command of the enemy’s left flank, and were
in action at various times during the day, opening whenever they saw
any of the enemy’s artillery or infantry, and doing good service in protecting our hospital and trains iu the rear. Between 11 and 12 a. m.,
Mansfield’s corps having reached the scene of action, also Sumner’s, the
corps had the misfortune to lose the services of its skillful and brave
commander, who was wounded in the foot, and Avho did me the honor to
direct me to assume the command of the corps on his leaving the field.
I directed the various divisions to be withdrawn as soon as they were
relieved, and to be assembled and reorganized on the ridge in our rear.
By 2 p. m. the division of the Pennsylvania Eeserves, now commanded
by General Seymour, were organized on this ridge, supplied with ammunition, and held in readiness to repel an attack if the enemy should
attempt one on our right flank, and assist in any advance we might

make.
I beg leave to refer to the reports of the several brigade and regimental commanders for the details of the operations. I desire particularly, however, to call your attention to the report of Brigadier-General Seymour, because, from the confidence I placed in the judgment
and military skill of that officer, I left entirely to him the management
and direction of his brigade, the first in action and the only one engaged with the infantry on the afternoon of the 16th, and the first to
commence and the last to leave on the 17th. I desire to commend most
particularly to your notice the gallantry and good conduct of this officer,
which I have no doubt you observed yourself.
I feel it also due to the memory of a gallant soldier and accomplished
gentleman to express here my sense of the loss to the public service in
the fall of Col. Hugh McNeil, of the First Pennsylvania Eifles, who
fell mortally wounded, while in the front rank, bravely leading on and
encouraging his men, on the afternoon of the IGth. Many other brave
and gallant soldiers were killed and wounded, for whose names I refer
you -to the accompanying list. The division went into action under
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3,000 strong, niid lost in killed and wounded over 570 20 per cent.
The conduct throughout the action, both of officers and men, was such
as to merit my warmest thanks, and to truly entitle them to the name
of veterans.
To my personal staff, consisting of Capt. E. 0. Baird, assistant adjutant-general, and Lieuts. William Kiddie and A. Gr. Mason, aides, I am
indebted, as heretofore, for the prompt execution of my orders, under the
severest fire. Lieutenant Kiddle received a painful wound in the hand
just before the division was withdrawn from the field.
I cannot close this report without calling your attention to the skill
and good judgment, combined with coolness, with which Captain Kan-

som, his officers (Lieutenants Weir and Gansevoort) and men, served
his battery.
In a previous part of this report I have described the
advance of the enemy through the corn-field, and the check the column
received from Captain Kansom’s fire. I consider this one of the most
critical periods of the morning, and that to Captain Kansom’s battery
is due the credit of repulsing the enemy.
I also wish to mention particularly the efficiency and gallantry of Lieutenant-Colonel Warner,
Tenth Pennsylvania Keserves, both in the actions at South Mountain
and on the Antietam.
was detached with his regiment for special
service, accomplished by him in the most creditable mannet, and in the
latter battle he was severely wounded.
He is an officer whom I would
be glad to see elevated to a higher position.
Surg. William King, the medical director of the division, was early
on the field in both actions, and with his usual energy and promptitude
brought up the ambulances and established the hospitals in such manner as to secure for our wounded the speediest assistance.
There are many other names that will be brought to your notice,

He

through the reports of subordinate commanders, as I have confined
myself in this report exclusively to those that came under my special
notice.

Very

respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEO.

MEADE,

G.

Brigadier- General ^ Commanding.

Maj.

Joseph Dickinson,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 34.

*#***##

Report of Capt. James H, Cooper, Battery B, First Pennsylvania Light
Artillery, of the battle of ^outh Mountain.

At

.

3.30 o’clock p. m., by order of General Hooker, the battery was*
placed upon a high hill to the right of the turnpike and near the base
of the mountain. Immediately on coming into battery, 25 or 30 caseshot were thrown among the enemy on the slope of the mountain, scattering them, but, eliciting no reply from the enemy’s guns, I ceased
firing, by General Hooker’s order, that the infantry might advance.
The i)Osition of our lines prevented any further firing during the evening, no order to change position being received.
No casualties attended the engagement. * ^ *
J.

H.

COOPEK,

Captain Pennsylvania Artillery, Commanding Battery B.

:
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Report of Brig, Gen. Truman Seymour^ tJ. 8. Army^ commanding First
Brigade^ of the battle of South Mountain.

Hdqrs. First Bsia., Pennsylyania Ees. Yol. Corps,
Near Sharpsburg^ Md., September

Captain

:

24, 1862.

Of the movemeDts and conduct of this command during the

recent battles at South Mountain and near this place, I have the honor
to report as follows
The brigade is composed of the First Pennsylvania Eifles, better
known as Bucktails, Colonel McNeil First Eegiment, Col. E. Biddle
Eoberts Second, Captain Byrnes Fifth, Colonel Fisher, and Sixth,
Colonel Sinclair, all of which regiments are much reduced in numbers
and strength by the battles and exposures of the Peninsula.
On the 14th instant. Hooker’s corps being ordered to engage the left
of the rebel i)osition on South Mountain, this brigade was placed on the
extreme right, and after being massed at the base of the slope, was
advanced through open woods and over cultivated ground, on the right
of a road leading up a ravine, and intersecting the turnpike in rear of
the mountain. The Bucktails were thrown forward as skirmishers, supported by the Second and two companies of the First; the remainder
of the brigade followed closely.
On a prominent hill on his extreme left, and on our right of the road
alluded to above, the rebels had posted a regiment, the Sixth Alabama.
brisk fire was opened upon our skirmishers by this regiment, and by
a battery on the mountain to our left. The exposure was great, and
numbers fell under the accurate fire of the shell from these guns, but the
enemy was rapidly driven, the hill won, and many prisoners taken.
Looking to the left, an extended field of corn led directly to the main
j)osition on the mountain itself.
The First, Second, and Fifth changed
direction, and, supported by the Sixth in column of companies, continued
the attack.
few volleys were fired, bayonets were leveled, three
hearty cheers given, and the whole line moved quickly up the hillside
with an impetus that drove the enemy from cover and gave us the crest
in time to anticipate a fresh brigade which was advancing to support
their line, but which then turned in retreat. Later other brigades came
up on our left, and night coming on, the pursuit, from the rough nature
of the ground, had to be abandoned.
Eodes’ brigade of five Alabama regiments was understood to have
been in our front on this occasion. The brigade lost many good officers
and men, but the advance was superb in its steadiness and resolution,
and was thoroughly successful in its results.
To Colonel Fisher, Colonel Sinclair, Col. E. Biddle Eoberts, Colonel
McNeil, of the Eifies, and Captain Byrnes, great praise is due for the
energy and courage with which their regiments were led into action,
and their promptness in carrying out my orders.
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
;

;

;

A

A

T.

Brigadier ^General

TJ.

S. FoZs.,

SEYMOUE,

Comdg. First Brigade.

Capt. E. C. Baird,
Asst. Adjt. Gen.j headquarters Meade’s Division,

:

:
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Reports of Col. Albert L. Magilton, Fourth Pennsylvania Reserves^ eommanding Second Brigade^ of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.

EIdqrs.

Second Brig., Pennsylvania Ees. Vol. Corps,

Near Sharpsburg, Md., September 21, 1862.
have the honor to make the following report of the
Second Brigade, Pennsylvania Beserve Volunteer Corps, in the action
of South Mountain, September 14, 1862
The Second Brigade started from the Mouocacy Eiver Sunday, September 14, 1862, and traveled the Hagerstown turnpike until it reached
the base of the South Mountain. Here the brigade was marched on a
road leading to the right about 2 miles, and formed in line of battle
facing the mountains. The Third Eegiment Pennsylvania Eeserve Volunteer Corps was then detached to watch the road we had just come
out, about the distance of three-quarters of a mile to our right, and did
not become engaged. The remaining regiments were then ordered to
the front up the mountain. At the foot of the mountain we engaged
the enemy, and we advanced steadily to the front, driving the enemy
over the mountain. Becoming quite dark, and our ammunition giving
out, I took up a position and remained sleeping on our arms for the

Lieutenant

:

I

night.
I have the pleasure to state that all did their duty well, and pushed
forward with great courage, for which they deserve the highest praise.
A list of the killed, wounded, and missing has been furnished.*
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Col.

Lieut.

Fourth Regt. Pa. Res. Vol.

A. L. MAGILTON,
Comdg. Second Brig.

Corps.,

Charles N. Jackson,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- Generalj Seymour’^ s Division.

Hdqrs. Second Brig., Pennsylvania Ees. Vol. Corps,
Near Sharpsburg, Md.j September 21, 1862.
Lieutenant I have the honor to make the following report of the
:

Second Brigade, Pennsylvania Eeserve Volunteer Corps, in the actions
of September 16 and 17, 1862
The Second Brigade marched from near Keedysville, on the Williauisport road, on the 16th of September, 1862. When near the Williamsport
and Sharpsburg turnpike the enemy was discovered to our left. We
immediately advanced toward the enemy,- four companies of the Third
Eegiment were deployed as skirmishers, who advanced to our front and
right.
The other regiments were marched in column of battalions, of
division front, until we came to a woods, directly in front of the enemy^s position here we deployed in line under cover of the woods and
the night, for it was quite dark. Captain Eansom, with Company C,
Fifth Eegulars, United States Artillery, was ordered by General Meade
immediately to our front, and he opened a fire upon the enemy’s battery, which was firing upon the First Brigade, which soon silenced the
enemy’s guns. The battery was then withdrawn, and we slept upon
our arms for the night, throwing out a picket to the front.
;

*

18
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Early on tlie morning of the 17th instant the enemy attacked the First
Brigade on our left and front, and King’s division was thrown to our
front and right.
King’s division giving way, the Second Brigade,
Pennsylvania Beserve Volunteer Corps, was ordered to the front, and
deployed, then moved by the left flank, under a dreadful fire, which
caused the center and right of the brigade to ’give way; but rallying
immediately, afterward advanced to the front, and drove the enemy
after an obstinate resistance. Being immediately re-enforced by General
Sumner’s corps, the brigade withdrew in good order, and fell to the
rear, where the remainder of the division had assembled.
I have to speak particularly of the gallant conduct of Major Baily
and his regiment (the Eighth). It was this regiment that stood its
grounds manfully, and served as the rally point for the rest of the brigade, that at one time had broken.
A list of killed, wounded, and missing has been furnished.*
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. L. MAGILTOK,
Col. Fourth Begt F. B. Y. (7., Actg. Brig. Gen. 2d Brig. F. B. C.
Lieut.

Charles K. Jackson,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 37.
Beport of Lieut. Col. Bohert Anderson, Ninth Fennsylvania Beserves, commanding Third Brigade, of the hattle of South Mountain.

Hdqrs. Third Brig., Pennsylvania Ees. Yol. Corps,
Camp near Sharpsburg, September 22, 1862.
Lieutenant I have the honor to submit the following report of
the part taken by this brigade in the battle of September 14
At daylight on the morning of the 14th this brigade broke camp near
Frederick, and took up the line of march in the direction of MiddleHaving passed Middletown, the command halted on the banks
town.
of the creek and rested for about one hour, when the march was resumed, in the same direction as pursued in the fore part of the day, for
•

:

;

We

the distance of about a mile.
here filed to the right along a road
running at right angles with the turnpike. Pursuing this road the
distance of half a mile, we entered the open fields to the right of the
road, when we were immediately ordered to support Cooper’s battery,
which had taken position on a hill to the left and looking toward
South Mountain, upon which the enemy had planted and opened a battery on us as we filed through the open fields.
few shots fired by
Cooper elicited no response from the enemy, and we were ordered to
form a line of battle, which was done in the following order: The Kinth
on the right, the Eleventh in the center, the Twelfth on the extreme
Our brileft, and the Tenth as a reserve 50 or 75 paces in the rear.
gade now began to move obliquely to the right and front under a severe
fire of artillery posted on the mountain, but which did very little, if any,

A

damage.

Moving on, we soon met the enemy, posted at the base of the mountand sheltered by a stone wall. The firing immediately commenced
on both sides. Here Colonel Gallagher, who had command of the briain

*

Embodied

I

in revised statement, p. 191.
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gade, and who Iiad gallantly led it into action, was severely wounded in
Our line
the arm by a musket ball, and forced to leave the field.
moved steadily on, not once giving way or faltering. The enemy were
driven from their shelter, and steadily pursued up the mountain till
the summit was nearly gained by our men, when, all our ammunition

having been expended, Duryea’s brigade having come up and taken
its position in front of us, portions of the Ninth, Eleventh, and Twelfth
(through a misconception of orders) fell back to supply themselves with
ammunition. The Tenth Eegiment, which had been ordered forward
to fill up the gap between our right and SeymouEs left, and which had
fought its way gallantly up to the other regiments of the brigade, was
ordered to hold its position. When the Ninth, Eleventh, and Twelfth
Eegiments fell back it was dark, and 11 o’clock before they were supplied with ammunition. The firing having ceased before these regiments left, and our forces being in quiet possession of the crest of tlie
mountain, it was not thought advisable to order them up the mountain
again that night another consideration being that the men were much
fatigued by a long march and their exertions upon the field.
My report of the battle of South Mountain closes with the remark
that it was a severe one, and that every officer and man of this command did his duty nobly.
j

Eespectfully submitted.

EOBEET ANDEESON,
Lieutenant- Colonel j

No.
Report of Maj. Gen.

and

Edwin

Tivelftli

V.

Army

Commanding Brigade.

38.

Sumner^

TI.

S.

Army^ commanding Second

Corps, of the battle of Antietam.

Headquarters Second and Twelfth Coups,
RarpeSs Ferry, October

1,

1862.

Sir: 1 have the honor to report that, on the evening of the 16th
ultimo, I received an order at Keedysville to send the Twelfth Corps
(Banks’) to support General Hooker, and to hold my own, the Second
Corps, in readiness to march for the same purpose an hour before daylight.
Banks’ corps, under General Mansfield, marched at 11.30 p. m.,
and my own corps was ready to move at the time ordered, but did not
receive from headquarters the order to march till 7.20 a. m. on the 17th.
I moved Sedgwick’s division immediately in three columns on the receipt of the order, followed by French’s division in the same order.
Eichardson was ordered to move in the same direction by the commanding general about an hour later. On arriving at the place where
Hooker had been engaged, I found him wounded, and his corps, after a
severe contest, had been repulsed. Banks’ corps, under the immediate
command of General Mansfield, had gone into battle on Hooker’s lett,
and was engaged when I came upon the field. General Mansfield, a
worthy and gallant veteran, was unfortunately mortally wounded while
leading his corps into action. My First Division (Sedgwick’s) went
into battle in three lines.
After his first line had opened fire for some
time, the enemy made a most determined rush to turn our left, and so
far succeeded as to break through the line between Banks’ corps and
my own until they began to appear in our rear. In order to repel this
attack from the rear, I immediately faced Sedgwick’s third line about,
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but the hre at that luoiiieut became so severe from the left Hank that
moved otf in a body to the ri^ht, in spite of all the efforts that
could be made to stop ic. The hrsl and second lines after some time
followed this movement, but the Avhole division was promx^tly rallied,
took a strong x^osition, and maintained it to the close of the battle.
Eichardson’s and French’s divisions maintained a furious and successful fight from the time they entered the battle till the end of it, highly
to the honor of the officers and soldiers.
Major-Cfeneral Sedgwick was severely wounded, but remained on the
field for some time afterward, exerting himself to the utmost.
MajorGeneral Eichardson was also seriously wounded while gallantly leading
his division, and was obliged to be borne from the field.
BrigadierGenerals ]3ana and Max Weber were also wounded at the heads of
their brigades, and were obliged to leave the field.
I regret to rex^ort that the loss in my corps was ver^^ heavy, which is
to be accounted for by the long and furious contest that my divisions
had to maintain in the center against the most determined efforts of the
this line

enemy.
I cannot give too much x>raise to the regimental officers and soldiers
of the Second Corps, and I adopt and indorse all the subordinate reX:>orts.

As the circumstances of the battle x^revented me from witnessing the
conduct of Banks’ corps, I ’would refer to the report of General Williams
for all that relates to that corxis.
I would resxiectfully commend to

the Government the following
general officers who were distinguished for their zeal and devotion
Maj. Gen. I. B. Eichardson, MaJ. Gen. J. Sedgwick, Brig. Gen. A. S.
Williams (commanding Banks’ corps), Brig. Gen. O. O. Howard, Brig.
Gen. W. S.. Hancock, Brig. Gen. W. A. Gorman, Brig. Gen. N. J. T.
Dana, Brig. Gen. W. H. French, Brig. Gen. N. Kimball, Brig. Gen.
Max Weber, Brig. Gen. T. F. Meagher, and Brig. Gen. J. G. Caldwell.
I would also beg leave to recommend my staff officers, Lieut. Col. J.
H. Taylor, adjutant-general; Lieut. Cok P. J. Eevere, inspector-general;
Lieut. Col.C. D. Blanchard, chief quartermaster, and my aides, Maj. L.
Kip, Capt. W. G. Jones, Caj^t. J. C. Audenried, andCapt. S. S. Sumner.
These young men behaved in the most gallant manner, and did all that
men could do to aid me throughout this trying battle.
Lieutenant-Colonel Eevere and Caxitain Audenried were both severely
wounded, and obliged to leave the field.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. V. SUMKEE,
Brevet Major-General^ U. 8. Army, Commanding.
:

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

P. S.

—The

Army

of the Potomac.

following batteries belonging to

my

corx)S

were

all en-

gaged on the 17th ultimo, and all rendered distinguished services: Capt.
J. A. Tompkins’ battery, Ehode Island Artillery; Caxit. E. D. Pettit’s
battery. First Kew York Artillery Capt. J. D. Frank’s battery, First
;

Kew York

Artillery; Capt. J. G. Hazard’s battery, Ehode Island Artillery; Capt. C. D. Owen’s battery, Ehode Island Artillery; Lieut. E.
Kirby’s battery, First E. S. Artillery; Lieut. E. Thomas’ battery.
Fourth U. S. Artiller^^
E. V. SUMNEE,
Brevet Major-General, 0. 8. Army, Commanding.

Cm A
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ilEADQUARTEKS SECOND AND TWELFTH

CoiiPS,

Harper’’ s Ferry ^ Oetoher 4, 18G2.
1 accidentally omitted to mention in my report of the battle of Antietam the names of Maj. F. N. Clarke, chief of artillery, and Siirg.
A. N. Dougherty, medical director, of my corps. These officers were
both highly distinguished for their zeal and ability.
I would request that this note may be annexed to my report.

Very

respectfully,

E. y.

Brevet Major-General^ U,

General

S.

8.

SUMNER,

Army^ Commanding,

Williams.

No. 39.
Report of Brig. Gen. Winfield 8. BancoeU^ TJ. 8. Army, eommanding First
Division^ 8econd Army Corps, of the battle of Antietam.

Division, Second Corps d’Armee,
Harper’s Ferry, 8eptember 29, 1862.
Colonel: In obedience to instructions from the major-general commanding the corps, I have the honor to submit a narrative of the operations of this (Richardson’s) division during the battle of Antietam, and
the time subsequent thereto, until the enemy had retreated from the
field, Major-General Richardson’s wound being of such a nature as to

Headquarters First

render it impracticable for him to make the report as to the period during which he exercised the command.
About 9.30 o’clock a. m. on the 17th instant, the division, commanded
by General Richardson, crossed the Antietam at the ford constructed
by our engineers j then moved forward on a line nearlj^ parallel to the
creek, and formed line of battle by brigades in a ravine behind the high
ground overlooking Roulette’s house, the Second Brigade, commanded
by Brigadier-General Meagher, on the right, his regiments being placed
in the following order from right to left The Sixty-ninth New York
Volunteers, commanded by Lieut. Col. James Kelly; the Twenty-ninth
Massachusetts Volunteers, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Barnes;
the Sixty-third New York Volunteers, commanded by Colonel Burke,
and the Eighty-eighth New York Volunteers, commanded by Lieut. Col.
Patrick Kelly; the Third [First] Brigade, commanded by BrigadierGeneral Caldwell, on his left, and the brigade commanded by Colonel
Brooke, of the Fifty-third Pennsylvania Volunteers, in the rear.
Meagher’s brigade immediately advanced, and soon became engaged
with the enemy, posted to the left and in front of Roulette’s house.
This brigade continued its advance under a heavy fire nearlj^ to tbe
crest of the hill overlooking Piper’s house, the enemy being posted in
strong force in a sunken road directly in its front.
A severe and well-sustained musketry contest then ensued, which,
after continuing until the ammunition was nearly expended, this brigade,
having suffered severely, losing many valuable officers and men, was,
by direction of General Richardson, relieved by the brigade of General
Caldwell, which until this time had remained in support. Caldwell’s
brigade advanced to within a short distance of the rear of Meagher’s
brigade. The latter then broke by companies to the rear, and tbe fornier by comi)aiiies to the front, and in this manner passed their respective lines. Caldwell’s brigade immediately advanced to the crest over:
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looliiug the siiiiken road and about 30 yards distant from it, and at once
became engaged in a most desperate contest, the enemy then occupying
that })ositionL in great strength, supported by other troops in their rear

towai'd Piper’s house.
Tlie regiments of this brigade were posted in the following order, from
right to left: The Sixty-first if ew York and Sixty-fourth New York Yolunteers, consolidated temporarily, under command of Colonel Barlow;
the Seventh New York Volunteers, commanded by Captain Brestel; the
Eighty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers, commanded by Major McKeen,
and the Fifth New Hamijshire Volunteers, commanded by Colonel Cross.
At this time Colonel Brooke’s brigade formed a second line in supjjort
of Caldwell’s brigade, the regiments of General Meagher’s brigade
retiring to the rear to replenish their ammunition, having received an
order to that efiect from General Eichardson.
The enemy having pierced the troops on the right of Eoulette’s house,
belonging to some other division of our forces. Colonel Brooke, observing it, applied for orders to General Eichardson to repair the accident,
and immediately led three regiments in that direction, and formed line
of battle on the crest in front of Eoulette’s house and inclosures, sending one regiment (the Fifty-third Pennsylvania, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel McMichael) to dislodge the enemy, who had then gained
a foothold in the corn-field in rear of those buildings. The enemy was

promptly driven out by this regiment, which held the ground until
ordered subsequently to march to another part of the field. The enemy
having retired on these demonstrations, the other two regiments (the
Fifty-seventh New York Volunteers, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Parisen, and the Sixty-sixth New York Volunteers, commanded
by Captain Wehle) were then led by Colonel Brooke to the support
of General Caldwell’s brigade, forming line on the same crest with it,
that brigade being then hard pressed by the enemy, and a vacant space
having been made in the line owing to the fact that the Fifth New
Hampshire Volunteers had been moved to the left by Colonel Cross to
prevent a flank movement by the enemy toward our left, which was
spirited contest arose between
liandsomely frustrated by that officer.
his regiment and a force of the enemy, each endeavoring to be the first
to gain the high ground to the left, and each force delivering its fire as
they marched by the flank in parallel lines. Colonel Cross captured

A

one regimental color in this contest.
The two regiments of Colonel Brooke’s brigade last referred to immediately became engaged on the left of the remainder of General Caldwell’s, the Fifth New Hampshire Volunteers being still farther to the
left.
The enemy was re-enforced by fresh troops during the contest, his
Finally an advance was
first line having been driven off the field.
made from this position to Piper’s house by the brigade of Caldwell and
the two regiments under Colonel Brooke, under a heavy fire of musketry
and artillery, the enemy having a section of brass pieces in the front
This advance
firing grape and a battery to the right throwing shell.
drove the enemy from the field and gave us possession of the house

surroundings— the citadel of the enemy at this position of the
being a defensible building several hundred yards to the rear of
the sunken road first referred to. This having been accomplished, the
musketry firing at this point ceased. At the time the enemy broke
the line on our right i)reviously referred to, when Colonel Brooke advanced toward Eoulette’s house. Colonel Frank, of the Fifty-second
New York Volunteers, then in command of that regiment and the
Second Delaware, also observing a movement to our/right and rear,

and

its

line, it
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changed front obliquely to the right, and became engaged with the flank
of the enemy’s advance, and performed an active part in frustrating his
intended movement. Colonel Barlow, commanding the Sixty-first and
Sixty-fourth Kegiments of Kew York Volunteers, of Caldwell’s brigade,
observing the same movement of the enemy to the right, changed front
and delivered his fire, performing good service in checking the attempt
to turn our flank, causing the surrender of 300 prisoners and capturing
two colors. Having possession of Piper’s house, by direction of General Eichardson the line was withdrawn a short distance to take posi-

tion on a crest, which formed a more advantageous line.
Up to this time the division was without artillery, and in taking up
the new position it suffered severely from artillery fire, which could
section of Eobertson’s battery of horse artillery
not be replied to.
(brass pieces), commanded by Lieutenant Vincent, of the Second ArSubsetillery, then arrived on the ground and did excellent service.
(piently a battery of brass guns of Porter’s corps, commanded by Capheavy
tain Graham, also arrived, and was posted on the same line.
fire then ensued between the enemy’s artillery and our own, ours finally
retiring, being unable to reach the enemy, who used rifled guns, ours

A

A

being smooth-bores.
General Eichardson was severely wounded, about this time, while
directing the movements of the troops, and while personally directing
General Meagher’s brigade having
the fire of one of our batteries.
refilled their cartridge-boxes, returned at this time, and took its position
General Meagher had his horse shot under
in the center of the line.
him in the action of his brigade, and, in falling, received bruises which
prevented him from returning to the field until the next morning.
Early in the afternoon, after General Eichardson had been removed
from the field, I was directed to take command of his division by
Major General McClellan in person. Having received his orders and
those of Major-General Sumner, I proceeded to the ground, and found
that the division occupied the right center of our lines. My instructions were to hold that position against the enemy.
I found the troops
occupying one line of battle in close proximity to the enemy, who was
then again in position behind Piper’s house. The Fourteenth Connecticut Eegiment and a detachment from the One hundred and eighth
Yew York Volunteers, both under command of Col. Dwight Morris,
were in reserve, the whole command numbering about 2,100 men, with
no artillery. Finding a considerable interval at a dangerous point between Meagher’s brigade, then commanded by Colonel Burke, of the
Sixty-third Eegiment FTew York Volunteers, and Caldwell’s brigade,
the Fourteenth Connecticut was placed there, and the detachment from
the One hundred and eighth Eew York Volunteers on the extreme left.
Application was made for two batteries of artillery to the different
commanders within reach, and to the chief of artillery, but none
could be spared at that time. I felt able, however, to hold the position
as I had been instructed, notwithstanding this deficiency and the fact
that the troops were already suffering severely from the shells of the
enemy, relying upon the good qualities of the troops, but was too weak
to make an attack, unless an advance was made on the right, as I had
no reserves, and the line was already enfiladed from its forward position by the enemy’s artillery in front of our right wing, which was
screened from the fire of our artillery on the right by a belt of woods,
which was yet in possession of the enemy.
Some time after arriving on the ground, a command of the enemy was
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seen in line of battle, preceded by skirmisbers, advancing in a direction
parallel to our front, and toward a command of onrs situated to the front
of my left, Avhose line was formed nearly at right angles with mine. I

immediately sent a pressing message for a battery of artillery, and Captain Hexamer, of Slocum’s division of General Franklin’s corps, was
sent to me. The enemy, after a short cannonading, was forced to retire.
In a short time an advance was made by some of our troops on my right
toward the rear of Piper’s house, the enemy appearing to make preparations to meet them. I assisted these troops by the fire of this battery,
and subsequently seeing our troops returning, prevented pursuit. This
advance proved to have been made by a single regiment, the Seventh
Maine, without concert of action with other troops.
During this time and previously the entire command suftered a severe
cannonading from the enemy’s artillery, and was also much annoyed by
his sharpshooters. The battery above referred to, having no ammuni-

and was replaced by Kirby’s battery, commanded by Lieutenant Woodruff (12-pounder brass guns).
Captain Tidball’s battery
had been in position a considerable distance from our extreme left, and
toward evening that officer placed a section on the elevated ridge on
the left of my line, which did material service by the precision of its fire
in concealing the weakness of our position. This section was withdrawn
about dark.
Affairs remained in this position during the night. Our pickets were
thrown as far forward as practicable (a very short distance). The next
morning a battery of light 12-pounders, commanded by Lieut. Evan
Thomas, reported to me, and replaced the battery commanded by Lieutenant Woodruff. Captain Pettit’s battery of rifled guns also reported,
and was placed in a commanding position on our extreme left. The day
passed in this position, I having been directed in the morning, by orders
from the commander-in-chief, not to precipitate hostilities, as he expected some re-enforcements to arrive before he desired to recommence
movements to the front. Eeceiving no further instructions during the
day, I continued to await the operations of the other portions of the line.
The enemy’s sharpshooters commenced at an early hour on the morning
of the 18th firing upon our troops, and so continued during the day.
Their fire was replied to by our pickets and by others detailed for this
tion, retired,

service.

In the afternoon, being informed that a flag of truce from the enemy
an aide to receive the message, and, on
learning that General Pryor appeared on the part of the enemy, directed
General Meagher to communieate with him and to ascertain his wishes.
It was then learned that no flag had been sent by the enemy, and that
a misunderstanding had arisen on account of an unauthorized arrangement which had been made by the pickets of the opposing forces (our
own particularly in fault), ostensibly for the purpose of collecting the
wounded between our lines. General Pryor was notified that as nearly
all the wounded between the lines belonged to the enemy, any communication having for its object their collection must proceed from them,
expressing a desire, however, that the wounded, who had been lying
on the ground for thirty hours, might be removed. General Pryor had
previously stated that ho had no doubt a communication from us to the
commanding general of the enemy’s forces would result in a satisfactory arrangement. General Pryor stating that he had no authority to
send such communication as indicated, on my part the conference closed.
Subsequently it was reported to me that another flag had appeared.
w^as in our front, 1 dispatched

:
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General Meagher was sent to meet the bearer, who proved to be
a lieutenant-colonel in the rebel service, who stated that the dag was
intended to cover the operations of collecting the wounded and burying
the dead, it being supposed that a truce existed by an arrangement
which had been made on our right. The officer was notified that it was
an error, and in a few minutes hostilities recommenced. Subsequently
a number of the enemy appeared in the corn-field in our front, apparently for the purpose of collecting the dead, five of whom approached
our iiicket line. At that moment several shots were delivered by their
own sharpshooters, when these five men were arrested and sent to the
good deal of this uncertainty, no doubt,
rear as prisoners of war.
arose from similar operations on our right, rendering it doubtful on both
sides whether or not a truce existed. The troops remained in their
position until the following morning, when it was found that the enemy
had retreated. We then advanced to their position and commenced the
operation of collecting the remaining wounded, burying the dead of
both forces, and piling the captured arms.
Niue regimental colors and battle-flags were taken on the field from
the enemy by this division, claimed as follows, and explained by the
subordinate reports: The Fifth New Hampshire, Colonel Cross, captured one color. {Sixty-first and Sixty-fourth New York Volunteers,
Fifty-seventh New York VolColonel Barlow, captured two colors.
unteers, commanded by Colonel Parisen (killed), subsequently by Major
Chapman, and the Sixty-sixth New York, commanded by LieutenantColonel Bull, both at the time under command of Colonel Brooke, captured two colors. The Seventh New York, Captain Brestel, captured
three colors. One other color was captured by the division, not now
known by which regiment. About 400 j)risoners were captured, and
4,000 muskets collected on the field in front of the division, and piled.
Our loss was as follows: 207 killed, 940 wounded, 16 missing; total,
Aji’aiii

A

1,163.*

The loss of the enemy in killed and wounded was very heavy. Our
troops behaved in the handsomest manner, and performed the part assigned to them successfully and with promptness, and in passing through
the trying ordeal exhibited the soldier’s noblest qualities. I regret that
some of the most valuable officers of the division were killed and many
wounded, some of them of those who had distinguished themselves on
many previous fields. For their particular services and for details of the
deeds of the different brigades, and for the special meritorious services
of individuals, officers and men, i respectfully refer you to the interesting reports of General Meagher, General Caldwell, and Colonel Brooke,
commanding brigades, and to the reports of regimental and battery
commanders. I have, however, obtained the names of some of those
who, by their position and the occasions presented, had opportunities of
acquiring the highest distinction and availed themselves thereof. I cannot overlook their claim to especial mention in this report, and herewith
submit their names
First [Third] Brigade, Col. J. B. Brooke, Fifty-third Pennsylvania
Volunteers, commanding brigade: Col. Paul Frank, commanding Fiftysecond New York Volunteers; Lieut. Col. E. McMichael, commanding
Fifty-third Pennsylvania Volunteers Lieut. Col. P. J. Parisen, con^
manding Fifty-seventh New York Volunteers, who was killed while
gallantly leading his men in the final charge; Maj. A. B. Chapman, who
;

But

see revised statemeut, p. 192.
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the Fifty-seventh IvTew York Volunteers after LieutenantColonel Parisen had fallen; Capt. Julius Wehle, commanding Sixtysixth New York Volunteers; Capt. D. L. Strieker, commanding Second
Delaware Volunteers; First Lieut. Charles P. Hatch, acting assistant
adjutant-general to Colonel Brooke; Second Lieut. John T. Potts, aidede-camp, wounded; First Lieut. J. M. Favdle, adjutant, Fifty-seventh
New York Volunteers; Eev. Mr. Dwightj chaplain, Sixty-sixth New
York Volunteers.
Caldwell’s brigade, commanded by Brig. Gen. J. C. Caldwell: Col.
E. E. Cross, commandiug Fifth New Hampshire Volunteers; Col. F. C.
Barlow, wounded, commanding Sixty-first and Sixty-fourth New York
Volunteers; Lieut. Col. N. A. Miles, Sixty-first New York Volunteers,
commanding Sixty-first and Sixty-fourth New York Volunteers after
Colonel Barlow was wounded Maj. H.B. McKeen, commanding Eightyfirst Pennsylvania Volunteers; Capt. Charles Brestel, commanding
Seventh New York Volunteers First Lieut. D. E. Cross, First Lieut.
C. A.Alvord, and First Lieut. G. W. Scott, of General Caldwell’s staff;
Corpl. George Nettleton, Company G, Fifth New Hampshire Volunteers,
for bringing the colors of the P'ourth (rebel) Eegiment North Carolina
Volunteers off the field, being badly wounded at the time.
Meagher’s brigade. Brig. Gen. T. F. Meagher commanding the brigade: Lieut. Col. James Kelly, commanding Sixty-ninth New York Volunteers, wounded Lieut. Col. Joseph H. Barnes, commanding Twentyninth Eegiment Massachusetts Volunteers Lieut. Col. Henry Fowler,
commanding Sixty-third New York Volunteers, wounded; Lieut. Col.
Patrick Kelly, commanding Eighty-eighth New York Volunteers; Maj.
James Cavanagh, commanding Sixty-ninth New York Volunteers after
Lieut. Col. James Kelly had been wounded; Maj. Charles Chipman,
Twenty -ninth Massachusetts Volunteers; Maj. E. C. Bentley (wounded),
commanding Sixty-third New York Volunteers after Lieutenant-Colonel
Fowler had been wounded; Maj. James Quinlan, Eighty-eighth New
York Volunteers; Capt. Joseph O’Neill, Sixty- third New York Volunteers, commanding that regiment after Lieutenant-Colonel Fowler and
Major Bentley had been wouuded; Capt. James E. McGee, Sixty-ninth
New York Volunteers; Capt. Felix Duffy, Sixty-ninth New York Volunteers, killed; Capt. P. F. Clooney, Eighty-eighth New York Volunteers,
killed Capt. John O’Connell Joyce, Eighty-eighth New York Volunteers,
killed; Capt. Timothy L. Shanley, Sixty-ninth New York Volunteers,
wounded; Capt. Jasper M. Whitty, Sixty-ninth New York Volunteers,
wounded; First Lieut. John H. Gleason, Sixty-third New York Volunteers Capt. G. M. Miller, assistant adjutant- general to General Meagher
First Lieut. James E. Mackey (wounded), aide-de-camp; Second Lieut.
John J. Gosson, aide-de-camp; Surg. Francis Eeynolds, Eighty-eighth
New York Volunteers.
The staff officers of Major-General Eichardson, Maj. J. M. Norvell,
assistant adjutant-general; Capt. James P. McMahou, of the Sixtyninth New York Volunteers; First Lieut. D. W. Miller, First Lieut.
Wilber L. Hurlbut, First Lieut. C. S. Draper, badly wounded, acted
with heroism. After General Eichardson was wounded. Captain McMahon, Lieutenant Miller, and Lieutenant Hurlbut joined me, and
were very efficient, and deserve the highest commendations for their
good conduct.
My personal staff*. First Lieut. W. G. Mitchell, aide-de-camp; First
Lieut. I. B. Parker, aide-de-camp; Second Lieut. C. S. McEntee, acting
assistant quartermaster, conducted themselves handsomely and with
their usual gallantry.
;

;

;

;

;

;
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Captain Hoyt, division quartermaster; Oapt. C. S. Fuller, division
commissary; First Lieutenant Rorty, division ordnance officer, and
Surj^. J. H. Taylor, medical director of the division, performed their respective duties witli intelligence, bravery, and fidelity. Orderly bugler
Private John Malone, Sixth Regiment Maine Volunteers, was with me
during the day, and for his great gallantry deserves notice at my hands.
I am, sir, verv respectfully, your obedient servant,

WINF^H
Brigadier- General^

S.

HANCOCK,

Commanding

Division.

Lieut. Col. J. H. Taylor,
Chief of Staff^ Assistant Adpitant- General,

Rdqrs. Second Corps d^Armee, Harper^s Ferry, Va.

No. 40.
Report of Capt. Rufus D. PettiB Battery B, First Netv Yorh Light Artillery, of shirmish on Antietam Creelc and battle of Antietam.

Bolivar Heights,

Ya., September 26, 1862.

Sir: In compliance with orders received, I have the honor to report
that I received orders on the 15th instant to hasten with my command
to the heights near Sharpsburg and join my division, which arrived
there a few hours previous, there being a prospect of an engagement
with the enemy at this point. I arrived at 11 a. m. and took position
on an eminence about 1^ miles below Keedj^sville, and engaged the
enemy ^s batteries, three in number, which were in position on the hills
on the opposite side of the Antietam, supported by a considerable body
of infantry, this engagement lasting until near night, I having expended
about 400 rounds without sustaining any loss to my command. Was
relieved at 5 a. m. of the 16th by a battery of 20-])ounder Parrott guns,
by order of chief of artillery of General Sumner’s corps, and moved a
short distance to the rear, remaining under a galling fire for four hours,
having one man wounded by a piece of a shell. In the mean time one
section of my battery was ‘ordered to a position on the right, but took
no part in the engagement.
At 1 p. m. my command was ordered to move across the Antietam
and join the artillery in the flank movement on the enemy’s left, and
arrived at 6 p. m. and took position in battery on a hill near where the
engagement commenced on the following morning. Remained in this
])osition until firing commenced, when I was ordered forward into position on the field.
Had one man killed, while coming into battery, by a
ball; was buried on the field.
My command remained in this position until the morning of the 18th,
subject to a raking fire from the enemy’s artillery at times. At daylight on the 18th received orders to report to General Hancock, and
took position on the left of his division, under fire of the enemy’s sharpshooters.
Here we remained until the division withdrew.
Hoping this will meet your approval, I have the honor to remain,
very respectfully, your obedient servant,
IL D. PETTIT,
Captain^ Comdg. Battery B, First Few YorJc Vol Artillery.

:
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41.

Report of Lieut. Evan Thofnas, Battery A, Fourth
battle of Antietam.

JJ. iS.

Artillery.,

‘Camp near Harper’s Ferry,

of the

A^a.,

September 24, 1862.
Sir I have the honor to transmit a report of the part Battery A,
Fourth Artillery, now under my command, took in the action of the
17th instant.
On the 17th of September, 1862, I received orders to move to the
front.
I was halted in the woods the enemy had been driven out of
that morning, and the right section was ordered into position. The rest
of the battery was soon ordered into position, the same occupied by
Lieutenant Kirby’s battery, and joined the right section there. I remained there without firing a shot until our left was driven back. I
then changed front to fire to the left, and opened on the advancing
enemy with spherical case, and then, as they approached nearer, with
canister.
They came on, and I would undoubtedly have lost my battery
had not Franklin’s column come up at that time. • I then changed to
my original front, and opened with solid shot on a battery to my right,
in the opposite woods, which was soon silenced. Another battery opened
rifled battery coming uj)
on me, which I saw was out of my range.
at that time, and seeing I could do no good and was only losing horses
I was shortly afterward
for nothing, I deemed it xirudent to withdraw.
ordered to the rear, to till up, where I staid until ordered to my division.
All the orders that I received were from Captain Clarke, chief of artil:

A

lery,

Sumner’s

Corxis.

All my officers and men behaved with great coolness and bravery.
Several of Baxter’s Zouaves helped me considerably in carrying ammunition.
One was killed and one wounded. I would state that I had no
infantry support during the whole engagement.
Yery resiiectfully, your obedient servant,
E. THOMAS,
First Lieutenant Fourth Artillery., Commanding Battery A.
Capt. F. K. Clarke,
Chief of Artillery Sumnerh Corps.
^

Ko.‘42.

Report of Brig. Gen. John C. Caldwell, U. 8. Army, commanding First
Brigade, of the battle of Antietam.

Headquarters Caldwell’s Brigade,
Bolivar Heights, Harper^s Ferry, September 24, 1862.

Lieutenant I have the honor to submit the following report of the
part taken by my brigade in the battle of Sharpsburg, September 17,
1862
After arriving on the field of action, about 9.45 a. m., I was ordered by
General Eichardson to form my brigade in line of battle on the left of
General Meagher. This I executed, arranging my line in the followingmanner On the right, the Sixty-first and Sixty-fourth Kew York Yol:

'

:
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of Colonel Barlow, of the

New York Volunteers on the left, the Fifth New nami)shire
The Seventh New York Volunteers occupied the right
Volunteers.
Sixty-first

j

center, and the Eighty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers the left center.
After forming the line, and finding no enemy in our immediate front, I
commenced to wheel the brigade cautiously to the right, when I received an order from General Eichardson to relieve the line of General
Meagher, which had fought the enemy gallantly and suffered severely.
The whole brigade then moved by right flank in the rear of General
Meagher’s line, and passed his line to the front in the most perfect
order, under a severe fire of musketry. The brigade advanced steadily
over the crest of a hill behind which the enemy were posted, receiving
and returning a heavy fire. We broke the line of the enemy along our
entire front, except on the extreme right. Here there was a deep road,
forming a natural rifle-pit, in which the enemy had posted himself, and
from which he fired on our advancing line.
After the enemy opposed to my left and center had broken and fled
through the corn-field. Colonel Barlow, by a skillful change of front,
partially envelo])ed, the enemy on his right, and, after a destructive
enfilading fire, compelled them to surrender.
About 300 men and 8
commissioned officers, among them an aide to General Stuart, were here
taken prisoners by Colonel Barlow, and conducted to the rear by my
aide. Lieutenant Alvord.
Two stand of colors also were captured by
Colonel Barlow at this place.
Meanwhile the center and left of my brigade had advanced steadily
in line into the corn-field, driving the enemy before them.
Here the
enemy opened upon us a terrific fire from a fresh line of infantry, and
also poured upon us a fire of grape and canister from two batteries, one
in the orchard just beyond the corn-field, the other farther over to the
right.
My regiments bore this fire with steadiness. The Seventh New
Y^ork Volunteers wavered for a few minutes, but I rallied them and led
them forward in person, and during the remainder of the battle they
fought with the most determined bravery. The Eighty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers, ably led by Major McKeen, fought with the utmost
steadiness.
The Fifth New Hampshire Volunteers, commanded by
Colonel Cross, formed the extreme left of my line, and behaved with
the greatest gallantry. Colonel Cross, ever on the alert, detected a
strong force of the enemy concealed behind a ridge in the corn-field,
endeavoring to turn our left flank. Colonel Cross instantly changed
front forward, and received the advancing enemy with a volley, which
checked him and drove him back. He soon rallied, however, and, moving by the right flank, endeavored to turn our left. He was again confronted by Colonel Cross, who, with the assistance of the Eighty-first
Pennsylvania Volunteers, which had moved to the left to his support,
drove back the enemy with great loss. In this conflict the Fifth New
Hampshire captured the State colors of the Fourth North Carolina
Eegiment.
By moving to the left, to avoid being flanked, an opening had been
made in my line, which was filled by one of the regiments of Colonel
Brooke. On the right. Colonel Barlow, finding no enemy in his immediate front, saw a considerable force moving around his right. Moving
by the right-oblique to a hill about 300 yards distant, he opened a severe
fire upon them, when they broke and fled.
Thus both attempts to turn
our flanks had been foiled by the skill and quickness of Colonels Barlow
and Cross and the determined bravery of the men.

—
286

0PE:^ATi0Ns in

n. va.,

w. va., md., and Pa.

tcnAP.

xxxi.

The enemy made one more effort to break my line, and this time the
attack was made in the center. Colonel Barlow hearing firing to his
left, on our old front, immediately moved to the left, and formed in line
with the rest of the brigade. The whole brigade then moved forward
in line, driving the enemy entirely out of the corn-field and through the
orchard beyond, the enem5^ firing grape and canister from two brass
pieces in the orchard to our front, and shell and spherical-case shot from
a battery on our right. While leading his men forward under the fire,
Colonel Barlow fell, dangerously wounded by a grape-shot in the groin.
By command of General Eichardson, I halted the brigade, and, drawing
back the line, reformed it near the edge of the corn-field. It was now
1 o’clock p. m.
Here we lay exposed to a heavy artillery fire, by which
General Eichardson was severely wounded. The fall of General Eichardson (General Meagher having been previously borne from the field)
left me in command of the division, which I formed in line, awaiting
the enemy’s attack. Hot long after I was relieved from the command
by General Hancock, who had been assigned to the command of the
division by General McClellan.
I cannot contemplate the action of my brigade in this battle without
emotions of pride and satisfaction. It drove the enemy in its first attack, foiled two supcessive efforts by a superior force to turn its flank
the one made on the right, and the other on the left routed a third line
of fresh troops brought against its center, captured six stand of colors,
300 prisoners, and 8 officers.
Both officers and men behaved in the most admirable manner. When
the good conduct of all was so conspicuous, injustice may be done in the
selection of individuals for especial commendation.
I cannot forbear,
however, to mention in terms of the highest praise the part taken by
Colonel Barlow, of the Sixty-first Hew York Volunteers. Whatever
praise is due to the most distinguished bravery, the utmost coolness and
quickness of perception, the greatest promptitude and skill in handling
troops under fire, is justly due to him. It is but simple justice to say
that he has proved himself fully equal to every emergency, and I have
no doubt that he would discharge the duties of a much higher command
with honor to himself and benefit to the country. Colonel Cross, of the
Fifth Hew Hampshire Volunteers, handled his regiment in the most
admirable manner, and is entitled to the sole credit of detecting and
frustrating the attempt of the enemy to turn our left flank. He displayed in a high degree all the qualities of a good commander bravery,
readiness, coolness, and skill. Of Lieutenant-Colonel Miles it is perhaps sufficient praise to say that he added to the laurels he has acquired
on every battle-field where he has been present. After the fall of Colonel Barlow he managed his two regiments in a masterly manner. Major
McKeen had command of the Eighty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers,
Colonel Johnson being absent, sick. His bravery and coolness were conspicuous. Captain Brestel, commanding Seventh Hew York VolunAll the company and line officers,
teers, behaved bravely and well.
with perhaps one exception, behaved admirably, and nobly seconded
the efi'orts of their superior officers.
The members of my staff were indefatigable in their efforts, and did
Lieutenants Cross, Alall I could wish in the transmission of orders.
vord, and Scott were all particularly brave and active. Lieutenant
Alvord captured several prisoners with his own hand, and conducted
to the rear those taken by Colonel Barlow. By command of General
Eichardson he gave orders to the Irish Brigade, and assisted in form-

—

—
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into a second line. During the entire day all tlie members of
were incessantly active, and did most valuable service.
The casualties in the brigade were 43 killed and 280 wounded.* I furnished several davs ago a nbminal list of the killed and wounded.
iiig tlieiu

my

staff

JOHN

0.

Brigadier- General^
Lieut.

CALDWELL,

Commanding Brigade.

W. G. Mitchell,
Aide-de-Camp and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.
No.

43.

Edward E. Cross, Fifth New Hampshire Infantry, of shir
mish at Boonsborough and battle of Antietam.

Reports of Col.

Headquarters Fifth

New Hampshire

Camp near

Volunteers,

the Battle-field, September 18, 1862.

Captain I have the honor to report the operations of my regiment
on the march in pursuit of the enemy from Middletown Heights on che
:

15th instant
On arriving within 1 mile of the village of Boonsborough^ my regiment, which formed the rear guard of the division, suddenly received
passed the divisorders to march to the front as soon as possible.
ion at double-quick, and on reaching the front received orders from
Major-General Eichardson to deploy as skirmishers and cover the advance. I therefore threw four companies on each side of the road,
keeping two companies in the center.
advanced through the village,
taking quite a number of prisoners, and proceeded on the track of the
enemy along the road to Sharpsburg. The cavalry of the enemy were
soon encountered, and our line advanced, skirmishing briskly, until the
enemy were driven over Antietam Creek, and their line of battle discovered.
During the day my regiment held the front, exposed to the fire
of the enemy’s artillery and sharpshooters. The latter we several times
drove from their lurking places.
held our ground until 9 o’clock
in the evening, when we were relieved, having lost during the day 1
officer and 3 men wounded
all slightly.
killed and wounded at
least 12 of the enemy and took 60 prisoners.
More might have been
taken, but I could not spare the force to pursue them.
The next day four companies of my regiment were sent, under Major
Sturtevant, to drive away the enemy’s sharpshooters from the upper
bridge and prevent the bridge from being burned. Two companies,
under Captains Cross and Long, were sent to destroy a dam which
backed up the waters of the creek, but were unable to perform this duty

We

We

We

—

We

want of tools.
beg leave to mention particularly Major Sturtevant, Captains Pierce,
Murray, Long, Cross, Perry, and Crafts, for excellent and skillful conduct while commanding their skirmishers, as they were under fire from
a concealed foe for more than ten houts, and they report the conduct of

for
I

their

men

as excellent throughout.

Very

respectfully,

E. E.

CEOSS,

Colonel Fifth Neto Hampshire.

Captain

Caldwell,
^

Assistant Adjutant- General.
But

see revised statement,

p. 191,
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Headquarters Fifth New Hampshire Volunteers,
On the Battle-field^ September 18, 1862.
Captain In reference to the part taken^y my regiment in the battle
:

of the 17th instant, I have the honor to report that, on arriving at the
scene of action, I was ordered forward to relieve one of the regiments
then advanced
of the Irish Brigade, which was done under fire.
in line of battle several hundred yards and entered a corn-field. While
marching by the right flank to gain our position in line of battle, we
received a lieavy fire of shell and canister-shot, which killed and
wounded quite a number of officers and men, a single shell wounding
8 men and passing through the State colors of my regiment.
I had scarcely reached my iiosition on the left of the first line of battle
and opened fire, when it was reported that the enemy were cautiously
attempting to outflank the entire division with a strong force concealed
behind a ridge, and in the same corn-field in which I was posted. They
had, in fact, advanced within 200 yards of the left of our lines, and were
preparing to charge. I instantly ordered a change of front to the rear,
which was executed in time to confront the advancing line of the enemy
in their center with a volley at very short range, which staggered and
hurled them back. They rallied and attempted to gain my left, but
were again confronted and held, until, assistance being received, they

We

were driven back with dreadful loss. In this severe conflict my regiment captured the State colors of the Fourth North Carolina Eegiment,
Corpl. George Nettleton, ot Company G, although wounded, bringing
them oft* the field, displaying great bravery and endurance.
My regiment remained on the battle-field all the remainder of the day,
under fire of shot and shell, and picketed the field at night. Throughout the whole time my ofScers and men exhibited all the qualities of
good soldiers, steady, brave, and j)rompt in action, although the forces
of the enemy were more than three to one.
Major Sturtevant, Adjutant Dodd, Cajitains Pierce, Long, Murray,
Cross, Perry, Eandlett, and Crafts deserve especial mention for their
gallant conduct; also Lieutenants Graves, George, and Bean, each commanding companies, and Lieutenants Livermore, Eicker, and Goodwin.
The following officers were wounded: Colonel Cross (slightly); Captains Long and Eandlett; First Lieutenants Graves and Parks; Second
Lieutenants Bean, George, Twitched, Little, and Hurd. Lieut. George
A. Gay, a gallant young officer, was killed. Sergeant-Major Liscomb
was also wounded. Of enlisted men, as far as can be ascertained, 107
were killed and wounded. Our wounded were attended to by Drs.
Knight, Davis, and Childs as rapidly and as well as possible, and were
all made very comfortable.

Very

truly,

EDWAED
Colonel Fifth

E. CEOSS,
New Hampshire Volunteers.

Captain Caldwell.
No.

44.

Report of Capt. Charles Brestel, Seventh New Yorh Infantry, of the battle
of Antietam.

Hdqrs. Seventh Eegiment

New York

Volunteers,

September 20, 1862.
Sir I have the honor to report that the Seventh New York Volunteers on the 17th instant was ordered to take position in the battle-field
:

CllAi*.
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near Sliarpsburg, Md. At about 10 o’clock a. m. the regiment received
orders to advance. It drove back the enemy, taking three colors from
him. Officers and men behaved bravely. The casualties were 1 commissioned officer and 14 men killed, 1 commissioned officer and^lT men
wounded. Five men are missing.*
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

OHAELES BEESTEL,

Captain^
Brig. Gen. J. 0.

Commanding Regiment.

Caldwell,
Commanding.

ISTo.

45.

Report of Col. Francis C. Barlow^ commanding Sixty-first and Sixtyfourth New Yorh Infantry^ of the battle of Antietam.

General Hospital,
Keedysville, Md., September 22, 1862.

Captain I have the honor to make the following report of the operations of the Sixty-first and Sixty-fourth New York Volunteers in the
battle of September 17 instant. Both these regiments were under my
command on that day and had been for some time previous.
On going into action our brigade was formed on the left of the Irish
remained
Brigade, my regiments being the right of the brigade.
about fifteen minutes under the fire of the enemy’s sharpshooters, which
my sharpshooters returned with effect. I lost then Captain Angell and
one or two men killed. By order of the staff' officer of General Eichardson, we then moved to the right in front, and formed behind the
crest of a hill on tlie left of the Sixty -third Eegiment, Irish Brigade,
who were there briskly engaging the enemy.
regiments at once
advanced over the crest of the hill, and bravely engaged the enemy
and fired destructively. With the assistance of the fire of the regiments on our right and left, we broke the enemy on our front, who fled
in disorder through a corn-field, suffering severely from the fire of our
and the Irish Brigade.
The portion of the enemy’s line which was not broken then remained
lying in a deep road, well protected from a fire in their front. Our
position giving us peculiar advantages for attacking in flank this part
of the enemy’s line, my regiments advanced and obtained an enfilading
fire upon the enemy in the aforesaid road.
Seeing the uselessness of
further resistance, the enemy, in accordance with our demands, threw
dowm their arms, came in in large numbers, and surrendered. IJi)ward
of 300 prisoners thus taken by my regiments were sent to the rear with
a guard of my regiment, under charge of Lieutenant Alvord, of General Caldwell’s stafl’.
On this occasion my own regiment, the Sixty-first New York, took
two of the enemy’s battle-flags, which have been forwarded to corps
headquarters.
third flag was captured by the Sixty-fourth New
York Volunteers, which was lost by the subsequent shooting of the
captor when away from his regiment.
:

We

My

A

But
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After tliese events my regiments, with the rest of onr line, advanced
into the corn-field through which the enemy had tied, beyond the deep
road above referred to. NTo enemy appeared in this field. Our troops
were joined together without much order several regiments in front
of other's, and none in my neighborhood having very favorable opporSeeing quite a body of the enemy moving
tunities to use their fire.
briskly on the right of our line, at no great distance, to attack us on
the flank, my regiments changed front and moved to the crest of a hill
on our right flank, occupying the only iiosition where I found we could
use our tire to advantage. This was to the right of the Fifty-second
engaged sevIS^ew York Volunteers, of Colonel Brooke’s brigade.
eral regiments of the enemy with effect, some being posted on the edge
of a corn-field, behind a stone wall surmounted by a fence; others were
The
])OSted still farther to the right, on the edge of the corn-field.
enemy at length retreated quite precipitately under the fire of the troops
on our side, together with another body of Federal troops, which
attacked tlie enemy in turn on their flank and rear. 1 am unable to
state who these last-named troops were. On retiring from this position,
regiments again
tlie enemy renewed their attack on our old front.
changed front, and advanced into the corn-field which w^e had left, to
Beassist in repelling the flank attack of the enemy just mentioned.
yond this corn-field was an orchard, in which the enemy had artillery
(two pieces to the best of my knowledge). From these pieces, and
from others still farther to our right, they had been flouring a destructive fire of shell, grape, and spherical-case shot during the above-mentioned engagement of our infantry.
After thus forming our line on the right of the Fifty-seventh Yew

—

We

My

York Volunteers, of Colonel Brooke’s brigade, I was w^ounded in the
groin by a ball from a sj)herical-case shot and know nothing of what
For these occurrences, and for list of casualrespectfully refer to the report of Lieutenant-Colonel Miles, Sixtyfirst Yew York Volunteers, who immediately assumed command of my
subsequently occurred.

ties, I

two regiments.

My own regiment, the Sixty-first Yew York Volunteeis, behaved
with the same fortitude and heroism, and showed the same perfect discipline and obedience to orders under trying circumstances, for which
I have before commended them, and which causes me to think of them
with the deepest affection and admiration.
The Sixty-fourth Yew
York Volunteers behaved steadily and bravely.
Of the ofiicers in my own regiment I commend to special notice, for
bravery, coolness, and every soldierly quality in action, Capt. Walter
H. Maze, Company A; First Lieut. Willard Keech, Company G; Second Lieut. Theodore W. Greig, Company C Second Lieut. Frederick W.
Grannis, Company B. Lieut. Col. Yelson A. Miles, Sixty-first Yew York
Volunteers, has been distinguished for his admirable conduct in many
The voice of every one who saw him in this action Avill combattles.
mend better than I can his courage, his quickness, his skill in seeing
favorable positions, and the power of his determined spirit in leading
on and inspiring the men.
I have the honor to be, captain, your very obedient servant,
;

FEAYCIS
Colonel

Capt.

V. Y.

Yols.,

C.

and Comdg.

George H. Caldwell,

Capt.

and

As.st.

Adjt, Gen.^ CaldtveWs Brigade.

BAELOW,
(}4:th JY.

Y. Vols.

:
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46.

A. Miles^ Sixty -first Neiv Yorlc Infantry^
commanding Sixty -first and Sixty -fourth New YorJc Infantry, of the

lleport of Lieut. Col. Nelson
battle of

Antietam.

Headquarters Sixty-first Eegt. New York
Camp near
I

Yols.,

Sharpshurg, September 19, 1862.

have the honor to transmit the following report

On the 17th instant, about
New York Volunteers, under

9 o^clock, the Sixty-first and Sixty-fourth
the command of Colonel Barlow, were ordered to form on the left of the Irish Brigade while they were engaging
remained there about twenty minutes, during which
the enemy.
were then ordered to
time we lost one captain and several men.
move by the right flank in rear of the Irish Brigade until we came to
their right. Here we came to the front, and moved up and over the hill
found
under a heavy fire of musketry and a cross-fire of artillery.
the enemy lying in a road or ditch just under the brow of the hill.
The regiment, however, steadily moved up and over the hill in the
most determined manner and siiirit, breaking the center of the enemy^s
line, and killing or wounding nearly all that left the ditch to make their
escape through the corn-field. Then we improved the advantage we
had gained by changing front forward on first company, thereby flanking the rest of their line. The colonel gave the command, “ Cease firing,”
when I called out to them to surrender. They at once threw down
I think by this movement we captured 275 or
their arms and came in.
300 prisoners. I detailed one company to guard them, and turned them
over to Lieutenant Alvord, of General Caldwell’s staff, with two stand

We

We

We

of colors.

The enemy were then out of sight in the front, but were discovered
moving around our right. The colonel then gave the order, ‘‘Eight
shoulder shift arms,” and moved to the right oblique to another hill,
about 300 yards distant, and commenced firing to the right upon the

He fired

about 20 rounds here, when the enemy’s line broke in
in every direction.
About this time a sharp musketry firing commenced on our left, or
old front, it being evident they were advancing another line through
the corn-field. As we were of no more use in our present position, we
went to the assistance of the other regiments of our brigade. We had
so much changed the front that we moved by the left flank and filed
left, connecting our left on the right of the Seventh New York, and
again moved down through the corn-field. We then pressed forward,
driving the enemy before us, until the order was given to halt. I immediately deployed skirmishers forward through the field to an orchard.
While moving through the corn-field the enemy opened fire with grape
and canister from two brass guns on our front, and shell from a battery on our right. It was by this fire that Colonel Barlow fell, dangerously wounded. He was struck by a small piece of shell in the face and
a grape-shot in the groin. Thus far he had handled the two regiments
in the most brave and skillful manner.
As we had advanced farther than the other regiments on our right
and left, I was ordered to let the skirmishers remain and form in the
open field on a line with Colonel Brooke’s regiment, which position we
held until relieved by one of the regiments of that brigade, when I
marched them to the left of the line anti formed on a line with the

enemy.

perfect disorder

and ran
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Eighty-first Pennsylvania Eegiinent, and was not engaged again during the day.
I cannot speak in too high terms of the coolness and brave spirit
with which both officers and men fought on that day. Colonel Barlow
on this, as on other occasions, displayed qualities for handling troops
under fire which are not often met. Captain Maze, Lieut. W. Keech,
Lieut. Frederick W. Grannis, and Lieut. T. W. Greig were noticed as
behaving in the most excellent manner also Dr. Tompkins, who followed the regiment upon the field and rendered prompt assistance to
the wounded.
;

Lieut. Col., Gomdg. Sixty-First

NELSON A. MILES,
and Sixty-Fourth N. Y. Vols.

Capt. George H. Caldwell,
Assistant Adjutant- General, CaldweWs Brigade.

No. 47.

Report of Maj.

If.

Boyd McKeen,

Fighty-first Bennsylvania Infantry, of
the haitle of Antietam.

September 20, 1862.
on tl^e 17th we marched

General I have the honor to report that
into position on the battle field near Miley’s Springs about 10 a. m.
were ordered to advance, which was done. Having taken up our
position in the corn-field near the orchard, we were again ordered to
move, which the regiment executed most creditably under a heavy fire
formed at right angles to our old position.
of grape.
In my new position I found the Second Delaware Regiment immediately in my front. For some cause the regiment broke out.
would not allow them to pass onr line. They then returned to their
old position and fought nobly. At this time I noticed the enemy’s flags
approaching from the orchard, and engaging the Fifth New Hampshire.
The Fifth having taken up their position on the edge of the corn-field,
and in the old road, I immediately changed the position of my regiment,
taking position on their right, opening fire on the enemy with terrible
execution. The Fifth New Hampshire and Eighty-first Pennsylvania
were
thus completely frustrated an attempt to flank the division.
then marched to the left of the corn-field, and remained under a heavy
artillery fire the balance of the day.
Our casualties are 8 killed and 44
wounded.* The officers and privates of the regiment that were in the
engagement ^behaved with great coolness and bravery.
Yours", respectfully,
:

We

We

We

We

H.

BOYD McKEEN,

Major, Commanding Eighty-first Pennsylvania.

General

J. 0.

Caldwell,
Commanding Brigade.
But

see revised statement, p. 191,
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No. 48.
Report of Brig. Gen. Thomas Frayicis Meagher^ U. 8. Army., commanding
Second Brigade, of the battle of Antietam.
IlDQRS. (Irish Brig.) 2d Brig., Sumner’s Corps,
Hancock’s Division, Army of the Potomac,
In Camp on Bolivar Heights, Va., September 30, 18G2.

Captain I have the honor to submit the following statement of the
part which the brigade under my command performed in the battle of
the Antietam
Being encamped 1 mile outside Prederick City, on this side, on the
morning of the 14th of September the brigade received orders immediately to proceed to the support of General Hooker, who was at the
time hotly engaged in the passes of the South Mountain with the
enemy. Being halted for an hour or so, owing to the favorable reports
from the headquarters of General Hooker, the brigade had an hour or
so to take rest and refreshment, the first opportunity they had of doing
so after a rapid and exhausting march over the rocky hills and through
the tangled woods from their encampment outside Frederick City.
The Irish Brigade had the honor of leading the pursuit of the rebels
from South Mountain through Boonsborough and Keedysville. Along
this road and through these villages, in this pursuit, the brigade passed
with the utmost alacrity and enthusiasm, Major-General Richardson,
commanding the division, riding prominently at the head of the column
and directing all its movements.
Early in the afternoon the enemy were discovered in full force, drawn
up in line of battle on the heights near Sharpsburg and overlooking
the Antietam. The brigade was halted and deployed in line of battle
to the right and left of the Sharpsburg turnpike, the Eighty-eighth and
Sixty -third Regiments New York Volunteers being on the left of the
road and the Sixty-ninth New York Volunteers and the Twenty-ninth
Massachusetts Volunteers being on the right.
Whilst in this position, though greatly protected by the hill on the
slope of which they lay, the regiments forming the right of my command were constantly annoyed by the well-directed artillery of the enemy. The Eighty-eighth and Sixty-third Regiments were also annoyed
in a similar way, and the brigade lost several good men even in this
comparatively safe position. In this position, however, we remained
until the morning of the 17th, when, the men having breakfasted, a
sudden order came for the brigade to fall in under arms, and take up
the line of march, which Major-General Richardson would indicate.
Filing by the right and proceeding at a rapid pace, the brigade crossed
the ford of the Antietam a mile or so to the right of the bivouac of
that morning, and as hastily, in compact order, following the lead of
Major-General Richardson, who conducted the brigade to the field of
battle, under cover of the rising ground and depressions which intervened between us and the enemy, we arrived at a corn-field, where
Major-General Richardson ordered that everything but cartouch-boxes
should be thrown off. The men of the Irish Brigade instantly obeyed
this order with a heartiness and enthusiasm which it was rare to expect
1‘rom men who had been wearied and worn by the unremitting labors of
a nine months’ campaign.
Deploying from column into line of battle on the edge of this coriilield, they marched through it steadily and displayed themselves in
:
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admirable regularity at the feuce, a few hundred paces from which the
in close column, exhibiting a double front, with
their battle-flags defiantly displayed.
Crossing this fence, which was a
work slow and embarrassed, owing to the ifioneer corps of the several
regiments of the brigade having been reduced by their previous labors
on the Peninsula, I had the misfortune to lose the services of many good
ofiicers and brave men.
Lieut. James E. Mackey, of the Sixty-third Xew York Volunteers,
whom I had ai)pointed on my staff in place of Lieut. Temple Emmert,
whose death from typhoid fever the whole brigade affectionately and
sincerely deplore, fell while the brigade was deploying into line of battle

enemy were drawn up

at this fence.

The enemy^s column, with their battle-flag advanced and defiantly
was at this time within 300 paces of our line. A clover
field of about two acres interposed.
Then came the plowed field in
which this column of the enemy was drawn up, and from which from
their double front they had delivered and sustained a fire before which
Sedgwick\s forces on the right and French’s on the left were reported
at the time momentarily to have given way.
The fact is, owing to
some reason which as yet has not been explained, the Irish Brigade
had to occupy and hold a gap in the line of the Union army, which the
enemy perceiving had flung a formidable column to break through, and
so take the two divisions last named on their flank and rear. This
movement was suddenly checked by the impetuous advance of the Irish
Brigade, which in a great measure filling up the gap through which the
rebel column was descending to the rear of the Federal lines, drew
up in line of battle within 50 paces of the enemy, the Sixty-ninth and
Twenty -ninth being on the right of the line, and the Sixty-third and
Eighty-eighth Eegiments on the left. On coming into this close and
fiital contact with the enemy, the ofiicers and men of the brigade waved
their swords and hats and gave the heartiest cheers for their general,
George B. McClellan, and the Army of the Potomac. Never were men
in higher spirits.
Never did men with such alacrity and generosity of
heart press forward and en<iounter the perils of the battle-field.
My orders were, that, after the first and second volleys delivered in
line of battle by the brigade, the brigade should charge with fixed
flying in front,

bayonets on the enemy. Seated on my horse, close to the Sixty-ninth
Kegiment, I permitted them to deliver their five or six volleys, and
then personally ordered them to charge upon the rebel columns, while
at the very same moment I ordered Captain Miller, assistant adjutantgeneral of the brigade, and Lieutenant Gosson, first aide on my stafl‘, to
bring up the Eighty-eighth and Sixty-third immediately to the charge.
It was ]ny design, under the general orders I received, to push the
enemy on both their fronts as they displayed themselves to us, and,
relying on the impetuosity and recklessness of Irish soldiers in a
charge, felt confident that before such a charge the rebel column would
give way and be dispersed.
Advancing on the right and left obliquely from the center, the brigade poured in an efiective and powerful fire upon the column, which
Despite a fire of musketry, which
it was their special duty to dislodge.
literally cut lanes through our ap])roaching line, the brigade advanced
under my personal command within 30 paces of the enemy, and at this
])oint, Lieut. Col. James Kelly having been shot through the face and
Capt. Felix Dufiy having fallen dead in front of his command, the regiment halted. At the same time Lieutenant-Colonel Fowler and Maj.
Bichard Bentley, of the Sixty-third, on the left of our line, having been
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seriously wounded aiul compelled to retire to the rear, the charge of
bayonets I had ordered on the left was arrested, and thus the brigade,
instead of advancing and dispersing the column Avith the bayonet, stood
and delivered its fire, persistently and effectually maintaining every
inch of the ground they occupied, until Brigadier-General Caldwell,
bringing up his brigade, enabled my brigade, after having been reduced to 500 men, to retire to the second.line of defense.
Of other transactions on the battle-field in connection with the Irish
Brigade I will not presume to speak. My horse having been shot
under me as the engagement was about ending, and from the shock
which I myself sustained, I was obliged to be carried off the field. It
was my good fortune, howeA^er, to be able to resume my command
early next morning.
For what occurred subsequently to my being carried away from the
field I refer you, with proud confidence, not alone to my regimental
officers, who remained on the field, but also to many eye-witnesses of
superior rank who noticed the opportune action of the Irish Brigade
on that day. But I cannot close this communication without specially
mentioning the names of Capt. Felix Duffy, of the Sixty-ninth Captains
Clooney and Joyce, of the Eighty-eighth, who, after distinguishing
themselves by unremitting assiduity in the discharge of their duties in
their commands throughout a very long and A^ery exhausting campaign,
fell Avith their feet to the rebels, with a glow of loyalty and true soldiership upon their dying features.
I have the honor to be, captain, yours truly and respectfully,
;

THOMAS FBANCIS MEAGHEE,
Brigadier -General^ Commanding the Irish Brigade.

Captain Hancock,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Division Headepiarters.

Ko. 49.
Report of lAent. Col. Henry Fowler^ Sixty-third Neic
the battle of Antietam.

Yorlc Infantry., of

Permit me, at this late day and in this apparently informal manner, to
submit the following report of the action and conduct of the Sixty- third
Eegiment Eew York Volunteers in the late severe fight at Antietam on
the 17th instant:
'

The official list of killed and Avounded has, I understand, already been
forwarded, but I deem it to be justice to the living and the dead that
mention should be made of their heroism and bravery upon that fearful day.
After the first advance from the meadow upon the plowed
field, the colonel not being present, as a necessity I, without orders,
assumed command.
It is noAv a solace

my wound, to teshis place and each comin the face of the most
instant killed or wounded

to^my mind, while suffering from

how gallantly and promptly each officer in
pany moved forward and delivered their fire
tify

destructive storm of leaden hail, that in an
eA^ery officer but one and more than one-half the rank and file of the
right Aving.
For a moment they staggered, but the scattered few
quickly rallied upon the left, closing on the colors, where they nobly
fought, bled, and died, protecting their own loved banner and their
country’s flag, until the brigade Avas relieved.

:
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In tlie early part of the action Capt. P. J. Condon and Lieut. Thomas
Cartwright, both of Company G, fell wounded while gallantly cheering on their men bravely at their post, as also Capt. M. O’Sullivan,
Company F, while Lieut. P. W. Lydou, commanding Company D, Lieut.
Cadwalader Smith, Company C, and Lieutenant McConnell, of Company K, bravely rallying the gallant remaining few, fell pierced by bul-

W.

lets,

As

instantly fatal.
the right wing

had fallen before me, I hastened to the left, where
found the major (Bentley) close upon the line, and Capt. Joseph
O’hTeill, Company A, whose company had all fallen around him on the
right, now assisting the major on the left.
Here also was the stalwart
Lieutenant Gleason, Company B, raising and supporting the repeatedly
tailing colors, with Lieut. John Sullivan commanding and pushing forward Company K; and here lay the slender form of Captain Kavanagh,
Company I, cold in death; the brave and enthusiastic Lieut. E. P.
Moore, Company E, passing from right to left, boldly urging his men
to stand hrm, and the gallant Lieut. George Lynch, second lieutenant
Comi:>any G, bravely pressing on until he too fell, mortally wounded.
The killed died as brave men, sword in hand, and amid the thickest of
Major Bentley was now wounded, and retired to have his
the fight.
wound dressed. Our number now left was less than 50 men our
colors, although in ribbons, and stafi* shot through, were still there,
sustained at a bloody sacrifice, 10 men having fallen while carrying
them. I now received a severe wound, and was compelled to retire just
as the lines of the enemy were breaking.
The officers and men all acted with a coolness and heroism worthy of
honorable mention, yet I cannot close this meager report without recommending to your special notice Maj. Eichard C. Bentley and Capt. J.
O’Heill, whose cool and gallant conduct upon this trying and painful
occasion merits the Avarmest commendation.
In conclusion, permit me to congratulate you that your gallant little
brigade has once more crowned itself with fresh laurels, and given additional and bloody proofs of its devotion to the Constitution and the
flag of our beloved country.
I

>

;

Very

respectfully,

HENEY FOWLEE,

,

Lieuteyiant- Colonel hixty -third Regiment^ Irish Brigade.

Thomas Francis Meagher,

Brig. Gen.

Commanding

Irish Brigade.

No. 50.
Report of Maj. James Cavanagh, Sixty -ninth JSfeiv Yorlc Infantry^ of the
battle of Antietam.

Hhqrs. 69th Eegt. N. Y, S. Vols., Irish Brig.,
Camp on the Field.) near Sharpshurg^ Md., September ^21^ 1862.

General Agreeably to request, I herewith transmit to you the following report of our participation in the late battle of the 17th instant
As you are aware, Lieut. Col. James Kelly had command of our regiment up to the time he was wounded and borne from the field, which I
deeply regret happened to so brave an officer, the fight being yet, so far
as our regiment was concerned, only a short time in progress. The com:

•
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inand thus devolving upon your humble servant, the control of the regiment was in the hands of myself, ably assisted by the adjutant, Lieut.
James J. Smith. I may here mention the sorrow I felt, which extended
to the whole of my command, when I heard that our acting major, Capt.
Felix Duffy, had been mortally wounded in the early part of the engagement, Ably assisted by such, of my line officers as had been spared me,
we used our best endeavors to maintain our reputation and uphold the
prestige of our flag. We remained ui)on the field in the frontline until
we had expended the last round of cartridges, and only left it when the
lire of the enemy had ceased and the brigade was relieved by that of
General Caldwell.
I hardly know in what terms to express my appreciation of our regiment, both officers and men, and in making any particular mention of
bravery on the field, 1 speak of those who actually came under my own
observation. Capt. James E. McGee, of Company F, most particularly
distinguished himself by his coolness and bravery during the whole
engagement, and while in the heat of battle, after his command had
been almost entirely decimated, picking ui) the green flag, the bearer
of which had been carried from the field wounded, and bearing its
folds aloft throughout the battle.
Cax)t. James Saunders, of Company
A, and Capt. Eichard Moroney, Comi)any I, I am proud to say, acted
most bravely, cheering on their men, and encouraging them throughout
the battle. Lieut. Terrance Duffey, of Company G, and First Lieut.
John T. Toal, of Comxiany H, I am also hax)py to say, throughout that
trying hour did all that could be expected in rallying their commands,
which had become so greatly reduced in numbers. Of the many officers
who entered the field, the above whom I have mentioned are all that
were left me, the remainder having been either killed or wounded during the engagement.
I cannot forbear mentioning the deep sorrow that has been cast over
our regiment by our great loss in officers and‘ men. Those that were
of us, and who are now numbered among the gallant dead, I can speak
of as having been good soldiers, and an honor to our race Capt.
Felix Dufiy, Lieut. Patrick J. Kelly, Lieut. Charles Williams, and Lieut.
John Conway. I feel that our regiment has sustained a great loss, and
one the recollection of which will be ever green in my memory. For
those officers who have been wounded, and are for a time prevented
from rejoining their commands, I can only speak as I have of the few
that are left with me. Good soldiers, brave men, I cheerfully recommend
for your consideration all of them, who in this fight stood nobly up for
their country, and only left the field when borne away wounded. Among
them I will mention the brave Captains Shanley and Whitty, both disabled for the second time, and Lieutenants Nagle and Patrick Kearney,
who, until wounded, did the regiment good service by their gallant

—

conduct.

Among the non-commissioned officers who particularly distinguished
themselves on the field, I take occasion to mention the following as being
most worthy of your consideration for ])romotion to a commission, viz
First Sergts. Murtha Murphy, Company C Michael Brennan, Company
:

B

j

Bernard O’Neil, Company C, and Soucoth Mansergh, Company H.
Aniong the privates who also distinguished themselves during the
action, I also recommend Patrick O’Neil, of Company C, and John Kelly,
of Company
and of the non-commissioned stafi', Sergt. Maj. Patrick
Callahan, who on the field behaved with great gallantry.
In conclusion, I beg to call your attention to the fact that we had with
;

—
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ns in the battle some forty-odd new recruits, who, considering all things,
behaved well, and were of great assistance to ns.
Congratulating yon on yonr many narrow escapes from time to time
during that memorable day, I have the honor to be, respectfully, yonrs,

JAMES CAVANAGH,
Major Comdg. Sixty-ninth Eegt. Neiv
^

Brig. Gen.

YorJc State Vols.

Thomas Fkancis Meagher,

Commanding

Irish Brigade,

Sumnerh

No.

Corps.

51.

Report of Lieut. Col. Patrich Kelly, Eighty-eighth Neiv Yorlc Lifantry, of
the battle of A ntietam.

Hdqrs. Eighty-eighth New York Volunteers,
Camp on Bolivar Heights, near Harper^s Ferry, October 5, 18G2.
General: On the morning of the 17th of Sejitember the Irish Bri-

my regiment formed a part, crossed the Antietam Creek,
and advanced in column until within sight almost of the enemy. The
brigade then formed line of battle, and, after tearing down a fence, got
into action at once.
Shortly after this. General Meagher rode np along
the line, encouraging the men, until his horse was killed and he himself
gade, of which

got a severe fall.
During the engagement an aide rode np and ordered the Sixty- third
and Eighty-eighth to charge and take the enemy’s colors if possible.
I at once gave the order, and my regiment advanced about 20 or 30
paces but seeing that I had no support, I halted, and inquired for Colonel Burke, and asked why he did not advance. Captain O’Neill, of
the Sixtj^-third, said he would advance with me if he had any one to
command the regiment, but not knowing who was in command he did
not wish to do so.
I know not exactly how long we were in action, but we were long
enough there to lose, in killed and wounded, one-third of our men
(bringing in 302 and losing 104).* When relieved by the Fifth New
Hampshire, I reported to General Eichardson by order of one of his
aides.
On approaching the general, he said, Bravo, Eighty-eighth
1 shall never forget you.”
The rank and file responded by giving him
three hearty cheers.
He (the general) then placed me in command of the One hundred
and eighth New York, and ordered us to support a battery a little in
advance of where we were previously engaged, and remained there during the night and next day.
With regard to the conduct of the officers of the Eighty-eighth on
that occasion, I must say that they acted to my entire satisfaction ^so
much so that I cannot say one is braver than another. I have the same
to say of the rank and file.
Wishing I had a little more time, I am, general, most respectfully^
;

j

—

yours,
P. KELLY,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Comdg. Eighty -eighth Neio Yorlc Yols.
Brig. Gen.

Thomas Francis Meagher.
'

Blit see revised statement,

192.
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No. 52.
Report of Col. John B. Brooke^ Fifty-third Pennsylvania Infantry^ commanding Third Brigade^ of the battle of Antietam.

IlDQRS.

On

On

Third Brigade, Kichardson’s Division,

the Battle-field near Sharpsbnrg, Md., September 19, 1802.

the morning of the 17th instant this brigade received orders
In a few moments we were on onr way to the field of battle.
Grossing the Antietam, we marched rapidly to the support of French,
who was being hard pressed, and formed line of battle in a small valley
in rear of Meagher’s Irish Brigade, which pressed forward at once and
soon became engaged. General Eichardsou then ordered me to move
forward, which was done with great precision under a terrific fire of
shot and shell. Caldwell’s brigade having relieved the Irisli Brigade
on the front by a flank movement from the left, I here ordered the men
to lie down. At this time the enemy charged and drove back the
troops on our right, when the Fifty second New York and the Second
Delaware, under Colonel Frank, changed front to meet this attack, and,
by direction of General Eichardson, I led the Fifty-seventh and Sixtysixth New York and Fifty-third Pennsylvania to the right, to check
any attempt the enemy might make to reacli our rear.
The enemy having taken post in a corn-field in rear of Eoulette’s
farm-house, I sent the Fifty-third Pennsylvania to dislodge them and
hold the position, which was done with great gallantry. I then advanced the Fifty-seventh and Sixty-sixth New York to relieve Caldwell’s lines, which were now fiercely assailed by fresh troops of the
enemy. Passing his line with steadiness and regularity, the two gallant
regiments, Fifty-seventh and Sixty-sixth New York, drove the enemj'
from the field in great confusion, capturing two colors and covering the
ground with dead and wounded. It was here the gallant Lieutenant
Colonel Parisen fell while bravely cheering on his men to victory.
Finding that the enemy made no attempt to regain the field, I sought
for and obtained the permission of General Eichardson to withdraw my
line from the now untenable position, being exposed to a cross-fire of
the enemy’s batteries. Taking post under the crest of the hill on the
right of the battery, and throwing skirmishers to the front, I caused the
ammunition to be replenished. It was at this time that the general commanding was dangerously wounded, while directing the fire of a battery
on the left.
In a short time General Hancock arrived and took command.
Nothing now occurred except an occasional interchange of shots on
the line of pickets. It gives me pleasure to say that every man did
his duty unflinchingly.
About 2,000 stand of arms were captured, as
also a great number of prisoners, who were sent through the ranks to
the rear.
Of my staff, Lieut. Charles P. Hatch, acting assistant-adjutant general,
did his duty bravely and well. Lieut. John T. Potts, aide-de-camp, was
wounded in the thigh Avhile in the performance of his duty. Lieut. J.
M. Faville, adjutant Fifty-seventh New York Voliuiteers, after Lieutenant l^otts was borne from the field, supplied his p.ace with great gallantry.
I would also mention the brave chaplain of the Sixty-sixth
New York Volunteers, Mr. Dwight, wh’o was constantly upon the field

Sir

:
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thickest of the fight. The lists of killed, wounded, and missing
to your headquarters.*
Eespectfully, vour obedient servant,

have been sent

JOHN
Colonel Fifty -third Pennsylvania,

E.

BEOOKE,

Commanding Brigade.

W. G. AIitchell,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Lieut.

No.

53.

Report of Capt. David L. Striclcer, Second Delaware Infantry, of shirmish
on Antietam Creeh and battle of Ant ietam.

Hdqrs. Second Eegiment Delaware Volunteers,
Fear Sliarpshurg, Md., September 21, 1862.
Sir I have the honor to tender this as my official report of the Second Eegiment Delaware Volunteers, from the 15th day of September
:

to the 18th, inclusive.
On the afternoon of the 15th

we came up with the enemy on the
near Antietam Creek, when the skirmishers of our division became
engaged with those of the enemy. AVe were ordered to form forward
into line at the bottom of the hill and lie down.
We lay there until
about 7 o’clock, when I received an order from Major Norvell to move
my regiment over the hills about 300 yards in front of the battery, and
throw out one company as pickets. I moved forward immediately, and
detailed Company
as picket, which advanced to the bank of the
creek. Everything was quiet during the night.
On the morning of the 16th General Eichardson personally ordered
me to withdraw my picket and return with my regiment to our former
position in rear of the battery. We lay there all day and night, under
a heavy artillery fire, losing 1 man killed and 1 wounded.
On the morning of the 17th we moved with the brigade across the
creek and took position in a corn-field, where we lay about twenty minutes, losing 1 man killed and 1 man wounded.
The brigade was then
ordered to move forward, and soon became engaged with the enemy,

hills

H

driving them for some distance. Our loss in killed, wounded, and missing foots up as follows 12 killed, 43 wounded, 2 missing, f
1 cannot particularize any one officer under my command, as all of
them did their duty Avell. Their names are as follows Company A,
First Lieut. John Evans, Second Lieut. James W. Letherbury; Com])any E, Second Lieut. H. Warner Ottey; Company C, Second Lieut.
Ephraim Jordon Company D, Capt. William H. Helmbold, Second
Lieut. John H. Davis; Company E, First Lieut. George 0. Helmbold;
Company F, Capt. Peter McCullough Company G, Capt. John F.
Heishley, First Lieut. Charles D. Foy, Second Lieut. Thomas J. Moore
:

:

;

;

(wounded) Company H, Second Lieut. Henry Smith (wounded) ComCompany K, Second Lieut.
I, Second Lieut. William H. Brady
Charles Lynch, First Lieut. Lewis Nolen, acting adjutant.
Among the enlisted men I may faA^orably mention: Company D,
First Sergt. John J Ogden (killed) Company H, First Sergt. Thomas
Eussell, who, after Lieutenant Smith was wounded, took command of
;

;

pany

;

.

*

Embodied

iu revised statement, p. 192.

;

tBut see revised statement,

p. 192.
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company; First Sergt. Kichard Fox (missing). The color sergeants
Their names are James Wier (wounded) and
Eobert Hanna.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

liis

deserve special mention.

D. L.
Captain,

STEICKEE,

Commanding Second Delaware

Volunteers,

Charles

P. Hatch,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Lieut.

‘

No.

54.

Report of Col. Raul Frank, Fifty-second Neiv York Infantry, of skirmish
on Antietam Creek and battle of Antietam.

Hdqrs. Fifty-second Eeghvient

New York Vols.,

September 20, 1862.
This regiment arrived Monday, September 15, on a high ground in
the first line, and, after the skirmishers had engaged the enemy, it was
ordered by Major-General Eichardson to take position on the right of a
flying battery, which then opened fire. About one hour afterward the
regiment was ordered to take its place on the right of the brigade, and
remained there until Wednesday, September 17, morning. During all
this time it was exposed to the artillery fire of the enemy, but fortunately lost only 1 man killed and 1 wounded. Wednesday, 17th, the
regiment crossed the creek and was drawn up in line of battle in a
corn-field, half an hour after which it advanced, forming the right of
the brigade.

Advancing in close line for about half a mile under a heavy fire, it
entered a corn-field on the crest of a hill, when I received intelligence
that two rebel regiments were on our right, on a lower ground. Colonel
Brooke, commanding brigade, was in the center of the line, but too far
off for me to report for orders. I therefore took the Fifty-second on the
high ground to our right and opened fire on the flank of the rebel regiments, the Seventh New York State Volunteers taking position on the
left of my regiment, and supporting it most gallantly. After about half
an hour’s fighting the rebel lines broke, and seeing our forces deploying out of a corn-field in front of the rebels, I ceased firing, and shortly
afterward was ordered back for a fresh supply of ammunition. I used
an average of from 50 to 60 rounds iier man. Having a fresh supply, I
again brought the regiment to the front, where it was in position till
Friday, September 19, morning, at which time it was ordered to take
I)OSsession of an orchard, about a quarter of a mile in front, from which
place it was withdrawn during the afternoon to its present campingground. During all this time I must say that the Fifty-second, as well
as the Second Delaware, behaved very well, and stood firm under the
most heavy artillery and musketry fire. It affords me great pleasure to
report that the regiment kept up the reputation gained at Fair Oaks.
The regiment went into action numbering 12 commissioned officers and
107 rank and file. The casualties are as follows
I remain, lieutenant, your obedient servant,

PAUL FEANK,
Colonel,

Comdg.

Fifty-second,

Nav York

Charles

P. Hatch,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Lieut.

Embodied

in revised statement, p. 192.
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Report of Maj. Alford B. Chapman^ Fifty-seventh
the battle of Antietam.

Lieutenant

AND

Infantry^ of

September 24, 1862.

submit the following report of the
during the action of the 17th instant near
to

Sharpsbnrg
About noon of that day we became actively engaged with the enemy,
our brigade having relieved that of General Meagher. This regiment
and the Sixty-sixth Eegiment received orders to march on the enemy,
who were at that time drawn up in a deep ditch at the foot of the hill
on which we were, and from whence they were pouring a galling fire
into our ranks. Animated by the presence of both their brigade and
division commanders, the regiment moved forward witji a determined
enthusiasm I have never seen excelled. In a few minutes we had cleared
the ditch of every living enemy, and were driving them in great disorder
through the corn-field beyond. It was during this period of the action
that we lost our noble and gallant Lieutenant- Colonel Pariseu and sevWe took the colors of the Twelfth Alabama
eral valuable line officers.
and many prisoners. I am unable to form any very correct estimate of
the number of the latter, but they considerably exceeded the number
of men in the ranks of my regiment.
Kemaiuing a short time in line at the farther end of this corn-field,
I received orders to move the regiment to the support of a battery on
our left and rear. I filed round the foot of the hill under a terrible
fire of grape and canister, which fortunately caused us comparatively
slight loss, being aimed too high. Arriving on the left of the battery,
I found General Eichardson, who was in the act of assigning me my
position, when he was badly wounded and carried from the field. I
then formed to the right of Caldwell’s brigade, and remained in that
position until I received orders from the colonel commanding this brigade to form on the left of the Second Delaware, then posted on the hill,
on which we remained during the two succeeding days.
It is with gratification that I have to speak of the general conduct of
my command, both officers and men. They acted nobly throughout.
I would especiallj^ mention Gapt. N. Garrow Throop (severely wounded);
Capt. James W. Britt (who, although wounded, refused to leave the
field); Captains Kirk, Curtiss, and Mott; Lieut. John H. Bell (severely
wounded). Lieutenants Jones, Wright, Higbee (killed), and Folger
The medical officers of the regiment, Surg. Eobert Y. McKim
(killed).
and Asst. Surgs. Henry C. Dean and Nelson Neely, are deserving of all
l)raise for their care and attention to the wounded, and the promptness
with which they caused them to be removed from the field.
Among the enlisted men I would especially mention First Sergeant
Finlason, of Company F (killed); First Sergt. John S. Paden, Company A (wounded) Sergt. Henry W. Cooper, Company A (killed) Sergeant Stobbe, Company A (wounded), and Kelly, Company A; First
Sergeant Hall, Company I, and Alcoke, Company K, and Sergeant
Brower, Company K. These last three I placed in command of companies which had lost officers and sergeants.
I have considered it unnecessary to submit a more elaborate report,
inasmuch as every movement was made under the immediate supervision of the colonel commanding this brigade, who on that day seemed
;

omnipresent.

;

THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN.

Chap. XXXI.]

We took

into the battle 300 officers and
killed and wounded and 3 missing.

day 97
ties

men, and

303
lost
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during the

list

of casual-

has already been sent in.
I am, sir, with much resjDect, your obedient servant,
A. B. CHAPMAl^,
Major Commanding Fifty-seventh New York Volunteers.
^

Charles

P. Hatch,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Lieut.

ISTo.

56.

Report of Capt. Julius Welile, Sixty -sixth New York Infantry^ of the battle
of Antietam.

Hdqrs. Sixty-sixth Regiment New York Volunteers,
In Bivouac near Sharpshurg, Md.j September 21, 1862.
Sir I hereby respectfully submit to brigade headquarters a report
of the casualties, conduct, &c., of the regiment under my command
during the recent engagement of the 16th, 17th, 18th, and 19th:
:

At the commencement of the engagement we formed a portion of the
support to the batteries on the hill. IJp to the time of crossing the creek
I have no casualties to report.
It was not until we had ascended the
hill for the purpose of relieving the Irish Brigade that my men commenced following. We pressed forward across the hill, and came in
full sight of the enemy.
We were here subjected to a destructive fire
from the enemy’s batteiy on the right. By a successful flank movement
we here assisted in resisting the enemy’s attempt to turn our right.
Then came the order to drive the enemy from their strong position on
the left in the corn-field. Here now was the terrific part of the engagement. The men were falling thick and fast, but never faltering. The
battalion jiressed forward and completely routed the enemy, who fled
in a disorganized mass, leaving the field strewn with their dying and
dead. It was here that we captured a rebel lieutenant of the Fifth
Florida Regiment, together with his whole company and a stand of
colors.
were subsequently ordered back to support the rear battery, Avhich General Richardson was commanding in our rear.
We remained until dark and the firing had ceased.
With reference to the conduct of the officers and men under my
command during the battle, I cannot speak but in terms of the highest
praise.
went into the fight with every company but one commanded by a second lieutenant, and consequently not a single commanding officer in the rank of file-closers.
I was ably assisted in my command by Captain Nelson, acting lieutenant-colonel, and Hammell, acting major of the battalion. These

We

We

behaved in the most gallant and meritorious manner, and I
Avould -recommend them both as being very brave and efficient officers.
With regard to my line officers, they all acted unexceptionably, but
I will report particularly Second Lieutenants McNeil and Munn, of

officers

Companies H and G, respectlA^ely.
The following is the reiiort of killed, wounded, and missing:
11 5 wounded, 90; missing,!.

Killed,

Respectfully,

JULIUS WEHLE,
Captain,

Commanding Battalion.
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Report of Lieut. Col. Richards McMicliael, Fifty-third Pennsylvania Infantry, of the battle of Antietam.

Headquarters Fifty-third Pennsylvania,
Camp of Richardson's Pivision, September 21, 1862.
Sir: I Lave the honor to make the following report of this regiment
in the several engagements near this place:
On Monday, the 15th ultimo, we arrived in sight of the enemy near
Antietam Creek. Aly command being on the left of the brigade, I was
ordered by Colonel Brooke, commanding the brigade, to halt in a cornheld, being then in rear of the Fifty-seventh ]!!7ew York.
were considerably exposed to the shells from the enemy’s batteries while in that
position.
Some time afterward I was ordered to march by the right
flank and follow the Fifty-seventh New York. My command was then
placed in the second line, in rear of the Sixty-ninth New York, of General Meagher’s brigade.
I remained in that position until the morning
of the 17th ultimo, when I was ordered to march by the right flank on
left of the brigade.
After crossing Antietam Creek, I was ordered to halt in front of the
Fifty-seventh New York, and have my men load and prime their pieces.
Shortly afterward we were again advancing in same order as before,
until we came near the scene of action.
I was then ordered to form in
line of battle on the left of the Sixty-sixth New York, which was done
were then in the second line. While
speedily and in good order.
in this position. General Caldwell’s brigade passed through the line of
this brigade on the right of my regiment.
Shortly afterward we were
ordered to advance to the front and take position on the left of the
brigade. On arriving there, however, found the enemy, after repeated
efforts, had succeeded in piercing the line of the division immediately
on our right, leaving us in imminent danger of being flanked. Colonel
Brooke at once saw that they must be held at bay at all hazards.
Ordering the Fifty -third to file to the right, my regiment passed down
the enemy’s line to the right in perfect order, receiving their fire with
entire composure. General Eichardson ordered Colonel Brooke to send
the Fifty-third Eegim'ent forward, and hold in check the rebel brigade
now on our right and in front; also to hold at all hazards the barn and
orchard a short distance in front, the barn being used as a hospital.
Steadily, under a shower of musketry, my regiment advanced to the
orchard and gained the barn about 100 yards in front of the main line,
and, still pressing onward, reached the crest of the hill and drove back
the enemy.
moved forward until we formed a connection with General French’s division, and held that position until ordered by Colonel
Brooke to support a battery.
While in this position. First Lieut. John D. Weaver, acting adjutant
of the regioient, was mortally wounded when nobly cheering the men
on to victory. It was here, also, that First Lieut. Philip H. Schreyer
were exposed to a murderous fire from the enemy’s
was wounded.
batteries during the whole time we were in this position. After we had
supported the battery for some time, I was ordered to move my regiment and occupy the ground vacated by the Fifth New Hampshire
Eegiment, in front line, on right of the brigade. I moved my regiment
there under a heavy fire from the enemy’s batteries, yet my men behaved splendidly and never once flinched. I sent out my left company
(B), commanded by Captain Eicholtz, as skirmishers, to a corn-field

We

We

We

We
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some distance in the front. During the balance of the day my regiment was continually exposed to the destructive fire from the enemy^s
batteries, yet I had not a man who left his post or went to the rear.
My regiment remained in front line until the 19th ultimo, when I was
ordered to be in readiness to march, the enemy having retreated.
My loss in killed is 6, including Acting Adjt. J. D. Weaver, who died
on the 18th ultimo; wounded, 18; missing, 1. I cannot particularize
my officers, from the fact that they all did nobly. Oapt. S. O.
Bull, acting major, ably assisted me during the whole engagement, as

any of

also did all the officers of the regiment.
Very respectfully,

R.

McMIOHAEL,

Lieutenant- Colonel^ Comdg. Fifty-third

Eegt Fa.

Vols.

P. Hatch,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General^ Third Brigade.

Lieut.

Charles

No.

58.

Report of Brig. Gen. Oliver 0. Howard, JJ. 8. Army, commanding Second
Division, of the battle of Antietam.

Headquarters Sedgwick’s
Near Sharpsburg,

Division,

September 20, 1862.
following
honor
to
submit
the
report of the
have
the
I
Colonel:
part taken by General Sedgwick’s division in the battle of the 17th
Bid.,

instant:
The division, consisting of General Gorman’s, General Dana’s, and
General Burns’ brigades, commanded by myself, left camp near Keedysville about 7 a. m., and proceeded in three lines, moving by the right
fiank in a westerly direction, forded the Antietam, ascended a gentle
slope, continuing in the same direction for about a quarter of a mile
beyond. At this point the lines were fronted, and established from
GO to 70 paces apart, facing toward the south and Sharpsburg. General Gorman commanded the front line. General Dana the second, and
The advance was .grdered for the three lines simultaI the rear line.
neously. The three moved forward with very little wavering, under a
fire from the enemy’s batteries, which at first were concealed from us
by a skirting of woods. The left of the third line was slightly dispassed through
ordered by fences, woods, and our own batteries.
a large corn-field, skirting of woods, then a plowed field, a second skirting of woods more extended than the first, where I was ordered by an
aide from General Sumner to detach a regiment to the support of General Mansfield. I halted the Seventy-first Pennsylvania, Colonel Wistar, in the place indicated, on the right of the third line.
At this point the musketry fire began to tell upon us, and I received
an order from General Sedgwick to move up my entire line. 1 delayed
the third line for the detached regiment to come up, and then moved
on across the Sharpsburg turnpike. Just after passing the turnpike, I
noticed confusion on the left, and quite a large body of men falling
back. I judged them to be troops that our division was relieving. To
what brigade they belonged I did not know. I pushed the third line
on a little farther, and into the woods beyond the turnpike, preserving
about the distance first indicated. In these woods the first line had

We

passed to the south opening, and near a dirt road engaged the enemy,
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line of buttle not more than GO yards distant.
The second
lines, so far as I could observe from
position near the
center of the latter, were lying down as ordered.
Nearly the whole of the first line in good order stood and fired some
30 or 40 rounds per man, when word came that the left of our division

formed iu
and third

my

had been completely turned by the enemy, and the order was given by
General Sumner in person to change the position of the third line. He
afterward indicated to me the point where the stand was to be made,
where he wished to repel a force of the enemy already in our rear. The
noise of musketry and artillery was so great that I judged more by the
gestures of the general as to the disposition he wished me to make than
by the orders that reached my ears.
The troops were hastily faced about, and moved toward the rear and
right in considerable eonfusion, but at about 100 yards from the right
of where the first line was engaged, and nearlj^ perpendicular to the
turnpike, a portion of General Gorman’s brigade, with one regiment of
Dana’s brigade, was first halted in line, and by a sharp fire repulsed the
enemy advancing at that point. On the left of the turnpike regiments
of the second and third lines were rallied, facing in the same direction
toward Sharpsburg, and here they fired.
General Gorman’s brigade was a second time established on the right
of the turnpike and behind a stone wall, where they remained until
drawn in to the left, taking a new position, in conjunction with the rest
of the division. In the mean time Kirby’s battery, commanded by
Lieutenant Woodruff, was placed in position by General Sedgwick
himself, and the enemy, receiving the combined musketry and artillery
fire, were not only checked but driven back with great slaughter.
At this time about 11 a. m., I should judge General Sedgwick
having been severely wounded, and having remained on the field for
upward of an hour afterward, until he was so weak he could scarcely
stand, turned over the command of the division to me.
The next hour was spent by officers of every grade in this division
in rallying and reorganizing their commands, all having suffered more
or less confusion in the change of position. Meanwhile the batteries
of the Pennsylvania Eeserves, located on a high plat of ground near
the house of Joseph Poffenberger, opened fire, and checked several
attempts of the enemy to establish* batteries in front of our right and
turn our right flank. In accordance with General Sumner’s instructions,
I detached one regiment (Twentieth Massachusetts, Colonel Lee) to
support a battery to our front and left. Afterward the remaining
portion of General Dana’s brigade was sent still farther to the left, to
The rest of the
assist in supporting batteries of Smith’s division.
division I posted as strongly as possible near the house of Josei)h Poffenberger, with instructions to hold this point at all hazards. This
portion of the general line of battle was now very quiet, except an
occasional attempt of the enemy to locate a battery on a high point
beyond the turnpike, near a corn-field.
About an hour before sundown the enemy succeeded in getting four
guns in position, and opened fire upon us, somewhat enfilading my lines.
General Sumner here ordered me to change front, placing the infantry
in rear of the batteries, while the batteries, in a semicircular order,
brought a concentrated fire from twenty-six pieces upon the enemy’s
guns just established, and in less than ten minutes the enemy was
driven back, and did not appear again in thm quarter. After sunset
our front was thoroughly picketed, and the troops of this division slept
upon their arms in order of battle at this point. The confusion of the

—

—
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three lines being

in rallying their commands is creditable to the offi1 did not see one officer belonging to this division in any way
misbehaving during the day. I noticed General Gorman at his post
near his command while it was retiring^ and he remained with it during the rest of the day, inspiriting his men by his remarks, and calling
upon them to sustain the reputation they already had. General Dana
was severely wounded in the early part of the action at his perilous
post, manfully doing his duty.
By the direction of General Dana, Colonel Hall, Seventh Michigan
Begimeut, Avas placed in command of the brigade. Colonel Baxter,
Seventy-second Pennsylvania, with a i)ortion of his regiment, had fallen
back considerably to our left, and did not find me till afternoon. As
Colonel Owen, Sixty-ninth Pennsylvania, was the ranking colonel in
his absence, he commanded my brigade; Colonel Baxter took command
on his return. These brigade commanders were prompt and efficient
The following officers were especially
in the execution of my orders.
successful in drawing off their regiments without breaking: Colonel
Sully, First Minnesota; Colonel Hiuks, and, after he was wounded.

The promptness

cers.

Lieutenant Colonel Devereux, Mneteenth Massachusetts, and Colonel
Hall, Seventh Michigan.
In my brigade. Colonel Morehead, One hundred and sixth Pennsylvania, assisted by Major Stover, first rallied and made a stand against
the enemy, and was placed in the exact position indicated by General
Sumner. The next. Colonel Owen, rallied his men near me, exerting
himself strenuously to make every man do his duty. Colonel Wistar,
Seventy-first Pennsylvania, with his right arm nearly useless from a
former wound, had his left disabled. He also was prompt and efficient.
I wish specially to mention Major Mallou, Forty-second Bew York, for
his gallantry in rescuing in person his fallen flag under a sharp fire.
I
shall trust to brigade commanders to do justice to others who are equally
deserving. I will not omit to mention the two batteries attached to this
division.
Captain Tompkins^ Bhode Island battery, for a long time
almost unsupported, did terrible execution and to the other, Kirby’s
battery, commanded by Lieutenant Woodruff, U. S. Army, I owe special
thanks for the Avork it did, spoken of before.
What to me seemed a little remarkable is that my duplicate staff*,
consisting of General Burns’ and my own, five in number, were neither
of them injured, though all mounted and much exposed.
Captain
Hicks, assistant adjutant-general, had his horse shot under him. He
and Lieutenant Blakeney, aide-de-camp, were actively engaged in
bringing forward the left of my line during the advance.
Captain
Whittelsey, assistant adjutant-general, and Lieutenant Howard, aidede-camp, were cool and brave, and afforded me every assistance in their
power. Lieutenant Griffith had his horse wounded, and deserves high
commendation for his good conduct.
The aides of General SedgAvick, Captain HoAve and Lieutenant Whittier,
reported to me immediately after the general retired, and faithfully
assisted me during the day.
Lieutenant Steele, division ordnance
officer, stood by the general also, and, after the general left the field,
was sent for the ammunition, Avhich he brought up for distribution.
Major Sedgwick, division assistant adjutant-general, was most seriously Avounded Avhile in the execution of his duties, and left suffering
upon the field till afternoon. No one’s conduct as a cool and brave
soldier, it is said by his comrades, deserA^es higher commendation.
;
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total loss of the division is as follows:

CommaDd.

Killed.

General Gorman’s brigade
General Dana’s brigade
General Burns’ (or Howard’s) brigade
Company A, 1st Rhode Island Artillery
Company 1, 1st United States Artillery

Wounded.

134
128
89
4

Missing.

536
650
370
15

88
124
109

6

Total*

355

1,

577

321

The men of this division, already standing high as veteran soldiers,
having endured’hard marches, excessive fatigue and privation, receive
from me my most hearty expressions of gratitude.
W
The above list stands for itself a record Of almost* unparalleled ]16ss
during a single battle. They have poured'^out their blood like water,
and. we must look to God and our country for a just reward.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
,,

O. O.
Brigadier- General,

.

HOWAED,

Commanding

Division,

E'o. 59.

Report of Capt. John A, Tomplcins, Battery A, First Rhode Island Light
Artillery, of the hatle of Antietam.

Headquarters Company A,
First Ehode Island Light Artillery,
Harper^ s Ferry September 24, 1862.
^

have the honor to hand you my report of the
operations of my battery in the action on the 17th instant.
1 left the division on the morning of the IGth instant, by order of
Maj. F. N. Clarke, chief of artillery of the Second Corps, and crossed
the Antietam Creek by the bridge on the Williamsport road, and

General Herewith
:

I

camped that night on Hoffman’s farm. Wednesday morning, at 8
o’clock, I moved my command to the front, and was ordered by Major
Kip, of General Sumner’s staff, to report to General Hooker. By
General Hooker’s order I placed my battery in position on a knoll on
the left of the road, directly in front of some burning ruins, and opened
fire about 9 o’clock upon a battery directly in front of my position.
At 9.30 the enemy appeared upon my right front with a large column,
aiiparently designing to charge the battery. I was not aware of their
approach until the head of the column gained the brow of a hill, about
GO yards from the right gun of the battery.
The pieces were immediately obliqued to the right, and a sharp fire of canister opened upon
them, causing them to retire in confusion, leaving the ground covered
with their dead and wounded, and abandoning one of their battle-flags,
which was secured by a regiment which came up on my right after the
enemy had retreated. The enemy now opened a fire upon us from a
battery in front, and also from one on the right, near the white schoolhouse. Two guns were directed to reply to the battery on the right,
while the fire of the rest was directed upon the guns in front, which
were silenced in about twenty minutes, and one of their caissons blown
up. On my left the troops of General French were engaged with the
But

see revised statement, p. 193.
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enemy, who occupied a

corn-field, in front of which was a line of fence10.30 the enemy were re-enforced, and advanced their
line to the edge of the corn-field.
I at once ordered the battery to open
on them with shell and case-shot, using IJ-seconds and 2-seconds fuses.
Twice they advanced their flag to the edge of the field, but were forced
to retire by the rapid and destructive fire of the battery.
At 11.30, finding my ammunition running low, 1 sent to General Sumner for orders,
and at 12 m. was relieved by Company G, First Khode Island Light
Artillery. I then withdrew my command to the ground occupied the
night before, and at once refilled my ammunition-chests.
During the greater portion of the time I was engaged, the battery
was without support, and exposed on its right flank to an enfilading
fire from the rebel infantry.
I report- having expended 83 rounds of
canister, 68 rounds of solid shot, 427 rounds shell, and 454 rounds of
case shot 1,050 rounds in all. With the exception of the shots fired
at the battery on my right, which was hid by a ridge, every shot was
fired at a visible enemy, the guns pointed with care, and the accuracy
of aim and length of fuse noticed. I report 4 killed and 15 wounded, a
list of whom is annexed.
Six horses were killed and 4 wounded. Three
single sets of harness were lost by the horses getting among the burning
timbers of the houses in rear of the battery.
The men of my command behaved nobly, and by their bravery and
coolness prevented the loss of the guns. I would especially call your
attention to Lieuts. Jeffrey Hazard and Charles F. Mason, who displayed great coolness during the engagement, and handled their guns
with excellent effect.
Since the battle I have exchanged my Parrott guns for a new battery of 3-inch ordnance pieces, and now report the command as ready
for any duty for which you may desire to use the battery.
I have the honor to remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,
rails.

About

—

J. A. TOMPKINS,
Capt First Rhode Island Light Art, Comdg. Company A.

Brig. Gen. O. O.

Howard,

Commanding

Division.

No.

60.

Report of Lieut. George A. Woodruff., Battery 7, First
the battle of Antietam.

IT.

S. Artillery,

of

Camp near Sharpsburg, Md., September 21, 1862.
have the honor to report that about 10 a. m. on the 17th
instant, in obedience to an order from Major Clarke, chief of artillery
of General Sumner’s corps, I moved to the front with Light Company
I, First IJ. S. Artillery, and took a position in an open field, in front of
which, at a distance of about 300 yards, was a piece of woods occupied
by the enemy in force. At the time when we came up, our line of infantry
had been broken, and was retreating rapidly and in great disorder. Coming in battery, we opened fire with canister at once, and, though entirely
without infantry supports, succeeded in checking the advance of the enemy. They still, however, remained in the woods, and we continued our
Captain

:

I

using spherical case or canister according to their distance at different times. At the end of about half an hour, a small body of cavalry
advanced from the woods toward our right, but were broken up and
driven back by a few rounds of canister at 200 yards.
few minutes
fire,

A
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a large body of the rebels were seen forming in the woods and
behind a small school-house or church opposite the left of the battery.
At them I at once directed a fire of solid shot, with apparently considerlater,

able effect.

A heavy mass

of rebel infantry soon moved to our left in such a
as to be almost entirely covered from our fire by the peculiar
nature of the ground.
change of front was imj)racticable from the
want of time, and the fact that while protecting one flank we should
expose the other. Being still without supports, our only course was to
retire, and accordingly I fell back about 200 yards to the edge of the
woods, where we were supported on the right and could protect our left.
After firing from this position a few rounds, the rebels, who by this time
had met some of our infantry, were again driven back. Immediate danger being now over. Major Glarke directed me to retire and replace the
ammunition we had expended, relieving us with a battery not before

way

A

engaged.
We were not again in position until about 5 p. m., when Colonel
Colburn, of General McClellan’s staff, directed me to select a position
for the battery on the right of our line, if needed there, otherwise to go
farther to the left and get into the action as soon as possible. This I
proceeded to do, but, while placing my pieces near the right, I received
another order from the general commanding to go toward the left and
report to General Hancock. This I did, and was placed by him on a
hill on the right of his left brigade, with orders not to fire except in
reply to a rebel battery or in case of an attack by them. Here we remained until 2 o’clock j). m. the following day, but without having occasion to fire. At this time we were relieved by one of the batteries
belonging properly to General Hancock’s division.
During the engagement we expended 168 rounds of canister, 75 rounds
spherical case, and 27 rounds of solid shot. Two horses were killed and
two wounded. The accuracy of the fire and our success generally are
due in a very great measure to Lieutenants French, McCrea, and Egan,
of the First Artillery, commanding sections, who throughout the engagement behaved with great coolness and gallantry. Tlie conduct of
the enlisted men, both those belonging to the company and those temporarily attached, was all that could have been wished. To mention
an individual is almost an injustice to the rest, but I will name Sergt.
Peter Blanchard, who; though too lame to ride his horse, rode on his
caisson, and commanded his piece during the whole fight in the most
creditable manner.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. A. WOODRUFF,

Mrst Lieutenant First

Artillery^

Ko.
Report of Brig.

Ge7i. Willis

Commanding Company

I.

01.

A. Oonnan, U.

8.

Army commandmg

First

^

Brigade^ of the battle of A^itietain.

Hdqrs. Gorman’s Brig., Sedgwick’s Div., Sumner’s Corps,
Battle-field near 8harpsburg, Md., September 20, 1862.'

have the honor to make the following report of the part
brigade in the battle of the 17th instant
On the morning of that day I received orders to march, and at about
twenty minutes past 7 o’clock a. m. of that day we took up the line oi'
march. After crossing the Antietam Creek and arrivii7g at an open

Captain:

taken by

my

I

:
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about tbree-qiiarters of a mile from the enemy’s position, three
brigade being in the advance and front.
lines of battle were formed,
The First Minnesota Kegiment, Colonel Sully, occupied the right of

field

my

the brigade; the Eighty-second New York Volunteers, Colonel Hudson,
the Fifteenth Massachusetts Volunteers, Lieutenanton their left
Colonel Kimball, next, and the Thirty-fourth New York Volunteers,
Colonel Suiter, on the extreme left. In my rear about 50 yards was
the second line (General Dana’s brigade), and about the same distance
in their rear General Howard’s, late General Burns’ brigade.
In this order we began the advance upon the enemy at a rapid
Before we
pace, the lines being at a distance of 50 yards apart.
had advanced 50 yards, the enemy opened a rapid and well-directed fire
upon us from one or more batteries, but, moving directly on, they
Passing through a strip
retired rapidly before our advancing columns.
of timber, we entered a large open field, which was strewn with the
enemy’s dead and wounded, and passed over it at a rapid charge into
an open woods, where the enemy’s heavy lines of infantry first came
into view, the front of which retired in considerable disorder before our
pursued them until we passed the strip of woods and
advance.
emerged into the edge of a field, where the Fifteenth Eegiment Massachusetts Volunteers, of my brigade, captured from the hands of the
enemy a battle-flag, wrenching it from the grasp of its wounded bearer,
which has been duly turned over to the corps commander. Instantly
my whole brigade became hotly engaged, giving and receiving the most
deadly fire it has ever been my lot to witness. Although the firing was
also had
not so rapid, it was most deadly, and at very close range.
to stand the most terrific fire of grape and canister, which told fearfully
on the three right regiments of the brigade.
After we had expended from 40 to 50 rounds at the enemy, it became evident that he was moving in large force on our left, where his
On our left, iu the woods, there was a force
firing became terrific.
tliat told me they belonged to General Crawford’s brigade, that were
They fought handsomely until
])osted there when we first entered it.
the heavy force of the enemy turned their left, when they retired rapidly, and by this movement in five minutes the enemy’s fire came pouring hotly on our left flank and rear. Being in front, and without orders
of any kind from any one, and finding that the two rear lines were
changing position and had already moved from their original place, I
gave an order, which reached no one but Colonel Sully, to move quietly
by the right flank so as to unmask the second and third lines, to enable
them to direct their fire to check the rapid advance of the enemy on
my rear, and to enable them to fire without endangering my left regiment.
Shortly before this, I heard Major General Sumner directing the third
line to face about, in order to repel the enemy, which had broken our
left, supposing the design to be to take up a better position than the
one just previously occupied, I having informed the general that my
left must be supported or I could not hold the position.
The attack of
the enemy on the flank was so sudden and in such overwhelming force
tliat I had no time to lose, for my command could have been completely enveloped and probably captured, as the enemy was moving
not only uiion my left flank but also forcing a column toward my right,
the two rear lines having both moved from their position before either
of my three right regiments changed theirs. Perceiving this, after
moving a short distance, my command faced about again toward the
enemy and gave him another fire, whicli to some extent checked Ids
advance. After moving a short distance farther, his forces were per;

We

We
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ceived moviug to oar right, when the First Minnesota faced toward
him and delivered another fire, which again checked his movement. I
then ordered that my force be formed behind a stone wall at a distance
of about 200 yards to the right and slightly to the rear of our first position.
I was then ordered by General Sumner to hold the woods on the
left and east of the turnpike, where I formed the entire brigade at a
distance of about 400 yards from the original position. The Thirtyfourth New York, being upon the extreme left in the front line of battle,
after having withstood a most terrible fire, and having lost nearly onehalf of the entire regiment in killed and wounded, was ordered by MajorGeneral Sedgwick, as will be seen by Colonel SuiteFs official report, to
retire and take up a new i)osition behind a battery to the right and rear.
I immediately ordered them to reform on the left of the brigade, which
they did.
In this terrible conflict three regiments of the brigade, to wit, the
Fifteenth Massachusetts, Thirty-fourth and Eighty-second New York
Volunteers, lost nearly one-half their entire force engaged. The position of the First Minnesota was more favorable, owing to the formation
of the ground. The coolness and desperation with which the brigade
fought could not be surpassed, and perhaps never was on this continent.
Captain Saunders’ company of sharpshooters, attached to the Fifteenth
Massachusetts Volunteers, together with the left wing of that regiment,
silenced one of the enemy’s batteries and kept it so, driving the cannoneers from it every time they attempted to load, and for ten minutes
fought the enemy in large numbers at a range of from 15 to 20 yards,
each party sheltering themselves behind fences, large rocks, and strawThe First Minnesota liegiment fired with so much coolness
stacks.
and accuracy that they brought down three several times one of the
enemy’s flags, and finally cut the flag-staff in two. I have great satisfaction in saying that the three right regiments of the brigade kept
their front clear and the enemy from advancing during the time they
were engaged.
I do not deem it necessary to again commend the gallant conduct of
the officers of this brigade, since many of them have now been under
fire in nine of the hardest engagements of the war, and upon every occasion have acquitted themselv^es with honor. My personal staff in this
battle bore my orders along the line and from point to point, constantly
under fire and in great peril of life, with great promptness and courage.
The list of killed, wounded, and missing in action is herewith forwarded, showing the loss to be 758* out of 2,000 taken into the action.
I am, captain, your obedient servant,

W. A. GORMAN,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Captain Whittelsey,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

No.

62.

Report of Lieut. Col. John W. Kimball, Fifteenth Massachusetts Infantry,
of the battle of Antietam.

Headquarters Fifteenth Regiment, Mass.
Camp

Vols.,

near Sharpsburg, September 20, 1862.
Captain: I have the honor to report that on Wednesday, 17th
instant, at 7 o’clock a. m., I was ordered to hold my command in readBut

see revised statement, p. 192.
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our line
iness to move at a moment’s notice. At 7.30 o’clock we took
of march with 582 muskets, including First Company Andrew Sharpshooters, Oapt. J. Saunders, attached to this command, being the third
moved in a direct line toward the
regiment in the brigade line.
ground held by the forces under command of General Hooker, fording,
On reaching the field, a line of battle
in the march, Antietam Creek.
was formed, in which my command occupied the position of third regithen moved forward in line under a severe
ment of the first line.

We

We

artillery fire about one mile over the ground gained by General Hooker,
passing fences, fields, and obstacles of various descriptions, eventually
occupying a piece of woods, directly in front of which, and well covered

by the nature of the ground, field of grain, hay-stacks, buildings, and a
thick orchard, were the enemy in strong force.
At this time we were marching by the right-oblique, in order to close
an interval between my command and that of Colonel Hudson, Eightysecond New York Volunteers, and as we gained the summit of a slight
elevation my left became hotly engaged with the enemy, covered as
section
before mentioned, at a distance of not more than 15 yards.
of the enemy’s artillery was planted upon a knoll immediately in
front of and not more than 600 yards distant from my right wing.
This was twice silenced and driven back by the fire of my right wing,
concentrated ui)on it. The engagement lasted between twenty and
thirty minutes, my line remaining unbroken, the left wing advancing
some 10 yards under a most terrific infantry fire.
Meanwhile the second line of the division, which had been halted
some 30 or 40 yards in our rear, advanced until a portion of the Fiftyninth Kegiment New York Volunteers, Colonel Tidball, had closed
upon and commenced firing through my left wing on the enemy. Many
of my men were by this maneuver killed by our own forces, and my
most strenuous exertions were of no avail either in stopping this murderous fire or in causing the second line to advance to the front. At
this juncture General Sumner came up, and his attention was immediately called by myself to this terrible mistake. He immediately
rode to the right of the Fifty-ninth Kegiment, ordered the firing to
cease and the line to retire, which order was executed in considerable
confusion.
The enemy soon ai^peared in heavy columns, advancing upon my
left and rear, pouring in a deadly cross-fire on my left.
I immediately
and without orders ordered my command to retire, having first witnessed the same movement on the part of both the second and third
lines.
retired slowly and in good order, bringing ofi* our colors
and a battle-flag captured from the enemy, reforming by the orders of
General Gorman in a piece of woods some 500 yards to the rear, under
cover of our artillery. This position was held until I was ordered to
support a battery planted upon the brow of a hill immediately in our
rear, the enemy having opened again with artillery.
His fire being
silenced, the position was held throughout the day.
I desire to say that my entire regiment behaved most gallantly during
the engagement, evincing great coolness and bravery, as my list of
casualties will show. Although sulfering terribly from the fire of the
enemy, it was with great surprise that they received the order to retire, never entertaining for a moment any idea but that of complete success, although purchased at the cost of their lives.
The order forbidding the carrying wounded men to the rear was obeyed to tiie very letter.
Of my line officers, without exception, I cannot speak in too high

A

We

praise.

They were

all

at their posts, bravely

and manfully urging on
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their meii; and equallj^ exposed with them. Those wounded refused all
assistance, ordering their men to return to the ranks and do their duty.
I desire to call your particular attention to Major Philbrick and Adjutant Hooper. They were with me during the entire engagement in
the thickest of the fight, receiving and executing my orders with great

coolness and promptitude.
I herewith append a list of the casualties in the late engagement.
Officers killed
Capt. C. S. Simonds, Capt. J. Saunders, First Lieut.
E. Derby, First Lieut. William Berry, First Lieut. F. S. Corbin. OfQcers wounded: Capt. W. Forehand, slight; Capt. G. C. Joslin, severe;
Capt. A. Bartlett, slight; First Lieut. Thomas J. Spurr, severe; First
Lieut. L. H. Ellingwood, severe Second Lieut. W. Gale, slight; Second
Lieut. A. J. Bradley, slight. Enlisted men killed, 60; wounded, 238;
missing, 38. Officers killed and wounded, 12. Enlisted men killed,
wounded, and missing, 336. Total, 348.
1 have the honor to be, very respectfullv, your obedient servant,
:

;

JOHN W. KIMBALL,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.

Capt. J.

W. Gorman,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

No.

63.

Report of Col. Alfred Sully, First Minnesota Infantry, of the battle of
Antietam.

Headquarters First Minnesota Volunteers,
Camp near
Captain

:

I

Sharpshurg, Md., September 20, 1862.

have the honor to make the following report of the part

the regiment took in the action of the 17th instant:
marched out of camp, the regiment on the right of the brigade.
After crossing the creek and gaining the high ground on the opposite
side, we were formed on the right of the front line of battle, under a
very severe artillery fire from the enemy, and advanced under this fire
over several fields, the distance of about three-quarters of a mile, into a
woods close to the enemy and in front of our line of battle. Here we
were posted behind a rail fence. The enemy soon appeared in force on
the left of the brigade, opened a very severe fire of musketry on us,
while some of their artillery in front of us also opened on us. Our loss
here was very heavy, yet the men bravely held their position, and did
not leave it until after the two brigades in rear had fallen back and the
left regiments were moving, when they received the order to retire.
Eetiring in line of battle, we again halted outside the woods, to hold
the enemy in check while the rest were retiring. Here the Eighty-second New York with their colonel and colors reported to me, and formed
on my right. The Nineteenth Massachusetts also reported, and formed
on my left.
were soon again engaged with the enemy, but, seeing
that the enemy were turning my right, I ordered the line to fall back in
The regiment here also suffered greatly in killed and
line of battle.
wounded.
again made a stand near some farm-house for a short
time, and there took up a strong position about 100 yards bacl^, behind
kept
a stone fence, when a section of artillery was sent to assist us.
the enemy in check till they brought a battery of artillery on our flank,
which compelled me to order the regiments back to join our line of battle.

We

We
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Tbe officers and men of tbe regiment beliaved nobly, and it was with
some difficulty I got some of them to obey tlie order to fall back. We
marched into the action with 435 men. This includes the sharpsliootThey were not
ers’ (Second Minnesota) company, but not Company I.
with us. Our loss iu killed, wounded, and missing amounts t6 Capt.
G. A. Holzborn, Company K, killed; Captains Smith, Company J);
Pomeroy, Company E; Adams, Company H, wounded. Enlisted men

—

killed,

15;

w^ounded, 70;

wounded, and missing,

missing,

24.

Total enlisted

men

killed,

118.

Among the killed the regiment have to mourn the loss of a brave and
useful officer. Captain Holzborn. Captain Smith was severely wounded;
Captains

Adams and Pomeroy and

With much

Lieutenant Shepley, slightly.

respect, your obedient servant,

ALE. SULLY,
Colonel First Mmnesota.

•

Capt. J. W. Gorman,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Gorman’’ s Brigade.

No.

G4.

Beport of Col. James A. Suiter, Thirty-fourth Neiv York Infantry, of the
battle of Antietam.

New York Vols.,
near Sharpshurg, Md., September 20, 1802.

Hdqrs. Thirty-fourth Eegiment
Battle-field

Sir: I would most respectfully make the following report of the
battle of the 17th instant
lay in camp near Keedysville, Md., on the IGth instant. In the
evening of that day 1 received an order to be prepared to march at dayIn obedience to said order,
light on the morning of the 17th instant.
I was under arms with my command, and so remained until the order
moved in a
was given to move, which was about 7.30 o’clock a. m.
northwesterly direction. Having arrived within about IJ miles of the
battle-field, where General Hooker’s forces had been engaged with the
enemy, we were formed in line of battle b}^ brigades, Gorman’s to the
front, First Minnesota Eegiment on the right. Eighty-second Eegiment

We

We

New York

Volunteers second. Fifteenth Eegiment Massachusetts Vol-

unteers third, and my
Volunteers, on the left.

command. Thirty-fourth Eegiment New York

General Dana’s brigade formed the second line,
and General Howard’s brigade formed the third line. We were moved
Arriving near the battle-field, we were moved by the
at double-quick.
right flaidv through a ])iece of timber-land in three columns. At this
])oint we were considerably crowded, the three columns occupying an
extent of not more than 40 paces from our left to the right flank of
General Howard’s brigade, the Seventh Eegiment Michigan Volunteers
being crowded in my ranks, causing considerable confusion.
Arriving at the open field, w^e were again ordered in line of battle,
being still at double-quick. AVe moved over this field to the pike road
leading to Sharpsburg. Fronting this was a piece of timber land, into’
which 1 moved my command, still at double-quick, arriving at about
20 yards in rear of a school-house, wdien I discovered the enemy under
the hill. 1 immediately 01 ‘dered my command to fire, which they did in
gallant order.

:
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From some cause to me uiikuowu, I had become detached from my
One hundred and twenty-fifth Eegiment Pennsylvania
Volunteers being on my right. On my left and rear I was entirely un-

brigade, the

supported by infantry or artillery. The enemy were in strong force at
this point, and poured a tremendous fire of musketry and artillery upon
me. At this time I discovered that the enemy were making a move to
flank me on the left. Lieutenant Howe arriving at this time, I informed
liim of my suspicions.
He replied that he thought they were our friends.
Lieutenant Wallace, of Company 0, proposed going to the front, to
make what discovery he could, which I granted. He returned, saying
that the enemy were moving upon my left flank with a strong force. I
turned and discovered Lieut. Eichard Gorman, of General Gorman^s
staff, and requested him to inform the general that the enemy were
flanking me. He immediately returned for that purpose. Presently
General Sedgwick arrived upon the ground. Moving down my line,
he discovered the situation of my command, and that the iioint could
not be held by me, and gave the order for me to retire, which I did.
Eallying my command, I formed them in line of battle, supporting a
battery some 400 yards in rear of the battle-field.
In this engagement the casualties were as follows, viz 32 killed, 109
:

wounded, and 9 missing.

Commissioned

officers

:

1 killed, 2

wounded,

1 taken prisoner.

In connection with this I cannot speak in too great praise of my
When all acted gallantly it is impossible to single out any.
I would therefore say that all did well and behaved in the most gallant
manner. Of Major Beverly I would say that he was invaluable to me
ill assisting me on the left of my line in the most trying time.
Of my
color sergeant I cannot speak in too high terms. He (Sergt. Charles
Burton) had carried the banner through all of the battles in which we
had been engaged while on the Peninsula without receiving a wound.
Here it was his fate to be struck five times, and when he was compelled
to drop his colors he called upon his comrades to seize them and not to
let them fall into the hands of the enemy.
This was done by Corpl. G.
S. Haskins, who nobly bore them from the field.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
JAMES A. SUITEE,
officers.

Colonel Commanding.
j

Capt. J. W. Gorman,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

No.
Bejgorts of Col.

65.

Henry W. Hudson Eighty -second New Yorh Infantry^ of
the battle of Antietam.
^

Hdqrs. Eighty-second Eegiment New York Yols.,
Camp near Sharpshurg, Md., September 20, 1862.
I have the honor to make the following report of the part this regiment took in the battle of the 17th instant
We left camp about 7.30 a. m., the First Minnesota having the right
of the brigade, the Eighty-second New York Volunteers second in line.
After fording the creek and gaining the high ground, we were formed
in line of battle, under a severe

fire

of artillery from the enemj", in the
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Gorman’s brigade in the front line, Dana’s in the secand Burns’ in the rear. We steadily advanced under fire of
artillery some one-half to three-quarters of a mile through fields, over
fences, "into a piece of wood near the enemy, in front of our line of
My two right companies were posted in rear of a rail fence in
battle.
following order

ond

:

line,

the outer edge of the woods, the rest of my command being in open
ground. The enemy advancing in force, we opened a deadly fire upon
them, and soon had the satisfaction of seeing their front line broken and
in confusion under the incessant fire to which they were exposed from
the First Brigade.
All this time we were exposed to a strong fire from a battery of the
enemy. My regiment behaved nobly, and bravely held their ground
until ordered to fall back, as we were being outflanked, nor did they
then leave until the two brigades in our rear were falling back and the
then fell back to the outer
regiments on our left were moving.
edge of the wood, and formed on the First Minnesota to hold the enemy
in check, till ordered by Colonel Sully, to whom I had reported, to fall
again made a stand
still farther back, which we did in good order.
behind a stone wall, and poured in our fire upon the enemy till they
brought a battery of artillery on our flank, when we were obliged to fall
back and join the other regiments of the brigade in good order on the
edge of the wood, not more than 500 yards from the spot where our right
rested. While in line of battle engaged with the enemy during the
fight, the two lines in our rear were not engaged, and were not more
than 20 or 25 yards from us.
fortunately escaped without losing any commissioned oflicers by
being killed, though we have 4 severely wounded. In some cases the
wounds are so severe that amputation of limbs will be necessary.
Subjoined please find list of casualties.
Officers wounded, 45 men killed, 20 wounded, 93 missing, 16 total,

We

We

We

5

133.*
I

have the honor

to be,

most

respectfully,

j

5

your obedient servant,
H. W. HUDSON,
Colonel.

Capt. J.

W. Gorman,

Assifitant Adjutant- General.

Eighty-second

New York

Volunteers,

Bolivar Heights, September 28, 1862.

In reply to yours, I state that at the battle of Antietam, when my
regiment was being outflanked by a large force of the enemy, I found
the lines in our rear broken and the left of the brigade moving. Not
seeing General Gorman, I reported to you, as senior officer present, and
by your orders formed with a large portion of my regiment on your
left, and with you slowly left the field, contesting the ground with the
enemy.
Yours, truly, &c.,

H.

W. HUDSON,
Colonel.

Col.

Alfred Sully.
But

see revised statement, p. 192.
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Report of Col. Joshua T. Owen., Sixty-ninth Pennsylvania Infantry, commanding Second Brigade, of the battle of Antietani.

IlEADQUARTERS BURNS’ SECOND BrIOADE,
Camp near Sharpsburg, hid., September 21, 1862.
Sir: Uaviug assumed command of the brigade by direction of GenHoward, subsequent to the wounding of General Sedgwick and
General Howard^s assumption of tbe command of the division, I have
the honor to report that the brigade took up its line of march from its
encampment on the south side of Antietani Creek on the morning of
the 17th instant, about 8 o’clock, and, having forded the same, deployed
into line and proceeded at a quick march to the front, constituting the
third line of battle, and, together with the other two brigades, occupied
the extreme right of General Sumner’s corps. Upon arriving at within
a quarter of a mile of the enemy’s lines, a heavy fire of infantry was
heard, showing that the first line was already hotly engaged. The men
and officers eagerly pressed forward, yet the line advanced in good
order. During most of this period the brigade was subjected to a crossfire from a battery posted on the enemy’s extreme left.
As the brigade
reached the top of the hill, I noticed many of the regiments to the left
of Sedgwick’s division falling back in great confusion, and immediately
suggested the propriety of moving the brigade obliquely to the left.
Orders having been received, however, to dress to the right, the brigade
entered the woods in good order, and was dressed by the right of the
second line of battle, to wit, Dana’s brigade.
I beg here to mention the relative positions of the regiments of the
brigade. The Seventy-first Pennsylvania Volunteers, Col. Isaac J. Wistar, was posted on the right; the Seventy-second Pennsylvania Volunteers, Col. D. W. C. Baxter, on the left; the One hundred and sixth
Pennsylvania Volunteers, Col. T. G. Morehead, on the right center and
the Sixty-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Col. Joshua T. Owen, on the
left center (Colonel Owen not having yet assumed command of the
brigade). Immediately after the brigade was halted and dressed, it was
subjected, in common with the other two lines, to a most terrific fire of
infantry and artillery, notwithstanding which the officers and men behaved with remarkable coolness, and thpugh the ranks were thinned by
the enemy’s deadly aim, the gaps were quickly filled and an unbroken
eral

;

front maintained.

The panic which I had observed on the left ultimately spread along
the line, and the impetuous advance of the enemy’s column threatened
to turn our left flank. At this juncture. General Sumner appeared in
X^erson in the midst of a most deadly shower of shot and shell, and an
order was received to fall back. VTth some confusion upon the left,
the brigade retired. The Sixty-ninth, One hundred and sixth, and
Seventy-first Pennsylvania Volunteers retired in good order; the
Seventy- second Pegiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, however, being on
the extreme left, subjected to a heavier fire, and the first to encounter the
X)anic-stricken fugitives from the left, did not retire in the same good
order as the other three regiments, nor was it reformed, nor did it rejoin
the brigade until a late hour in the afternoon.
As speedily as possible I restored the brigade to order, and assumed
a i)osition in supx)ort of the reserve batteries. This position proved to
be a most formidable one, and the enemy did not dare to attack it, except with artillery and at a great distance, and with ultimate defeat.
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I take great pleasure iu sayiug from my personal observation that the
regimental commanders and field cfiicers behaved with great coolness
and courage, and that the line officers, with rare exceptions, acquitted
themselves with credit.
I regret to say that the casualties were very great, amounting in all to
a loss in killed, 80; wounded, 370; and missing, 100 total, 408 [568.]*
I shall not here perform the mournful task of mentioning by name those
of my comrades who fell uiion this disastrous field; that shall hereafter
be done in another form. Let me say here, however, their loss will be
seriously felt in the brigade. “ Green be their memories for ever.”
As this is the first occasion of this brigade having fallen back in
battle, I beg leave to state in its defense', and as a matter wmrthy of discussion in a military iioint of view, whether the disaster was not attributable to its having been placed in too great proximity to the other two
lines, and thus, while intended to act as a reserve, subjected to as deadly
a fire as those it was intended to support.
Itespcctfully submitted.
;

J. T.

Oapt. E.

OWEN,

Commanding Brigade,

Colonel^

WniTTELSEY,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 07.
Beport of Brig. Gen. Napoleon J. T. Dana^ U. tS. Army^ commanding
Third Brigade.^ of the battle of Antietam.

Philadelphia,

Pa., September 30, 1862.

I respectfully submit the following report of the operations of the
command, at the battle of Antietam, on the
Tliird Brigade, under
17th instant, up to the time when, under the disability of a painful wound,
1 was comi)elled to leave the field:
brigade
During the night of the 10th I received orders to have
get breakfast early on the following morning and to be ready to march
at daylight.

my

my

The regiments were accordingly ready, but orders were not received
march till 0.30 o’clock a. m., when I iiroceeded, in company with the
First and Second Brigades, on my left and right respectively, to the
right wing of the Army, where Hooker’s corps was already engaged with
to

the enemy’s left.
Having forded Antietam Creek and marched some distance beyond,
the division was halted and formed in order of battle in three lines, the
First Brigade composing the first line and my brigade the second. My
line was composed from right to left as follows
Nineteenth Massachusetts Volunteers, Twentieth Massachusetts Volunteers, Fifty-ninth New
York Volunteers, Forty-second New York Volunteers, Seventh Michigan Volunteers.
The division was ordered to advance, and I received directions to
keep my line about 75 yards in rear of the first line.
After advancing through fields and inclosures under a fire of artillery
:

But
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from the enemy, the division entered a piece of woods, on emerging
from which another dense woods appeared in front, separated from us
by a narrow clear space and a line of troops lying on the ground, which
I took to be the first line, was immediately in my front, and I accordingly halted and ordered my men to lie down, but they were hardly on
the ground when I received an order to move forward at double-quick
;

and enter the woods in front. The outline of the woods was irregular,
l)resenting a salient point where the left of my line first entered.
The first line was now hotly engaged in front, and hardly had my left
regiment entered the woods when a tremendous musketry fire opened
on my left and front, apparently perpendicular to my line of march and
flanking the first line. Almost immediately a regiment of infantry came
running in great disorder from the v/oods on my left, and the Seventh
Michigan Eegiment commenced to deliver an oblique fire to the left.
There was no time to wait for orders the flanking force, whatever it
was, was advancing its fire too rapidly on my left. I i)ermitted the
three right regiments to move on, but broke off the Forty-second FTew
York Volunteers, with orders to change front to the left and meet the
attack which had apparently broken through the first line on my left
and front, and was now precipitated with fury on my left flank.
The Forty-second moved nobly up to its work, but before it was
formed in its new position, and whilst it was in disorder, the enemy was
close up on it, and the fire which was poured upon it and the Seventh
Michigan was the most terrific I ever witnessed.
I remained with these two regiments, and, although the shattered
remnants of them were forced by overwhelming numbers and a crossfire to retreat in disorder, I bear them witness that it was after nearly
;

half the officers and men were placed ^or.s de combat.
Having retired across the field to the woods on the right and rear
about 300 or 400 yards, I ordered them to reform.
I had been struck by a musket-ball whilst in the woods, and now
found that I could remain no longer on the field, and accordingly left
directions for Colonel Hall, of the Seventh Michigan, to reform the two
broken regiments and assume command of them until he rejoined the
brigade, and I sent an aide to the senior colonel of the brigade, with information that I was wounded and had left the field.
In the absence of regimental reports I am unable to call attention to
particular acts of good conduct on the part of officers and men, and
must refer to those reports, but I desire to express my admiration of
the gallant and meritorious conduct of Major Mallon, of the Forty-second Kew York Volunteers, who was distinguished for coolness and
bravery and for his active endeavors to rall^^ and reform the regiment

under

fire.

To the
general,

officers of

1113^ staff*,

Capt. William B. Leach, assistant adjutant-

and Lieutenants Milton and Hallowell, Twentieth Massachu-

Their conduct
setts Volunteers, aides-de-camps, I am greatly indebted.
I desire to commend them in unmeasured
terms for coolness, bravery, and activity ; but I beg leave to recommend
Captain Leach especially for promotion for habitual industry, intelligence, and activity during the whole term of his service and for distinguished bravery on this field.
I had occasion in
report of the battle of Fair Oaks to speak in

was unexceptionable, and

my

terms of high praise of Private John J. Brown, of Company G, Seventh
Michigan. This man was bugler again for me at this battle, and I have
again to report that his conduct challenged my admiration. This humble
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soldier gives constant proofs of fidelity, gallantry, and force of character which would do honor to a higher rank. I ask that he be suitably
thanks are due to Lieut. G. 0. Kagnet, First Minnesota
rewarded.
Volunteers, for services performed during the^ heat of the engagement,
at a time when 1 had sent away all the officers of my staff with orders.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
K. J. T.
Brigadier- GeneraL

My

DANA,

Assistant Adjutant-General,
Second Division^ Second Corps^

No.
Report of

Col.

Norman

Army

of the Potomac,

68.

J. Hall, Seventh Michigan Infantry,

Third Brigade, of the

battle of

commanding

Antietam,

Hdqrs. Third Brigade, Second Division, Sumner’s Corps,
Camp near Sharpsburg, Md., September 20, 1862.
Captain: In compliance with the directions of General Howard, commanding division, I have the honor to furnish the following report for
this brigade during the time it was under my command in the battle of
the 17th instant:

While falling back to a third position (on the Sharpsburg turnpike),
selected for making a stand with my regiment, I saw General Dana riding
slowly to the rear ahead of me. An officer of his staff, I think, rode to
me and said G(meral Dana was wounded, and that he directed that I
should take command of the brigade, as I understood. I afterward
learned that the general said, ‘‘This wing of the brigade.” At this time
the Seventh Michigan was the only regiment in my sight. The Fortysecond New York, after having made a quite successful attempt to rally
a few rods in rear of its first position in line of battle, was broken completely, and its colors carried to the rear by Lieutenant-Colonel Bomford, commanding the regiment. I observed the most efficient and fearless service on the part of Major Mallon, Forty-second New York Volunteers, in keeping the men in ranks under fire, and in gallantly recovering the fallen color from the advancing enemy.
As I had received no orders whatever on the field, I determined to
attempt to hold the woods, a quarter of a mile in rear of the position of
the line of battle when the attack commenced. I caused Captain Hunt,
Lieutenant-Colonel Baxter having been disabled by wounds, to establish
the Seventh Michigan near the edge of the woods, and went farther to
the rear myself, to find and bring up other regiments which I supposed
were there, as I had seen them file off' under the immediate command of
Major-General Sumner. 1 found troops in line of battle about 150 yards
in rear of the edge of the woods, under command of Brigadier-General
Gibbon, and judging it improper to form a line that could cover but a
small portion of General Gibbon’s front in advance of his line, I commenced to move the Seventh Michigan in rear, when General Gibbon
objected, and I reformed in front and advanced to the edge of the woods.
Here I received orders to file back upon the main portion of the division.
In a field behind the woods 1 found Colonel Lee with his regiment.
Twentieth Massachusetts Volunteers, in perfectly good order and with
21
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very fall ranks. I informed Colonel Lee that he was in command of the
brigade, being my senior; but he positively declined to relieve me, and
repeatedly desired me to give such orders as I saw fit, and be would
obey them. I reported this immediately to General Howard, commanding the division, and he directed me to continue in command. At this
point I found Captain Leach, assistant adjutant-general, and Lieutenant
Hailowell, aide-de-camp to General Dana. Captain Leach pointed out
the position of the Nineteenth Massachusetts Volunteers, and went in
search of the Forty-second and Fifty-ninth New York Volunteers.
portion of the former was on the road a considerable distance farther to
the rear, where it had been ordered to stop fugitives from the battle.
portion of the latter, under Colonel Tidball, was found in the direction of the camp left by the brigade in the morning. They were both
ordered to rejoin the brigade. The Twentieth Massachusetts, Colonel
Lee, was sent to the front edge of the woods to support a battery which
had been placed there. The Nineteenth Massachusetts, under Lieutenant-Colonel Devereux, Colonel Hinks having been seriously wounded,
was brought up, and, shortly after, the brigade was ordered to support
a line of batteries in the corn-field immediately in front of the woods,
and I was directed to report to Major-General Smith, commanding

A

A

division.

After being in position a few minutes, I received orders from General
Smith to move to the left and support the batteries in the interval between the lines of the divisions of Generals Smith and Slocum. While
passing to this last point I was joined by the One hundred and sixth
Penns;ylvania, Colonel Morehead. The Forty-second New York joined
me some hours after. The Fifty-ninth New York was, I understood,
sent to Colonel Lee on the right.
The Nineteenth Massachusetts, Seventh Michigan, One hundred and
sixth Pennsylvania, and Forty-second New York were subjected to an
annoying fire from the enemy’s artillery for several hours during the
afternoon of the 17th, during which time their conduct was unexceptionable. Lieutenant-Colonel Bomford, who had received much injury
from a fall, I believe, was taken to hospital, and Lieutenant-Colonel
Devereux, Nineteenth Massachusetts Volunteers, had been struck on
the left wrist by a bullet, inflicting a painful bruise. Colonel Lee assumed command on the 19th. The One hundred and sixth Pennsylvania was withdrawn to its own brigade on the 18th.
Without the services of Captain Leach, assistant adjutant-general,
I do not know how it would have been possible for me to have brought
together the regiments during the 17th, and I cannot speak too highly
of his conduct during the action in endeavoring to cause the troops of
the brigade to my left to stand fast, or recommend him too strongly for
honorable mention or increased responsibilities.
Lieutenant Milton, aide-de-camp, though suffering from a painful
wound, remained upon the field; and Lieutenant Hailowell, aide-decamp, continued for dutj^, although scarcely able to stand. Lieutenant
Knaggs, adjutant Seventh Michigan, was of much assistance during
the time I was in command.

Very

respectfully.

N.

J.

HALL,

Colonel Seventh Michigan Volunteers^ Commanding,

Capt. E.

Whittlesey,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN.

CnAP. XXXI. J

No.

323

00.

Report of Capt. H. G. 0. Weyownth, Nineteenth Massactiusetts Iiifantry^
of the battle of Antietam.

Hdqes. Nineteenth Massachusetts Volunteers,
Bolivar, Va., September 29, 1862.

Colonel: At your request

forward to you the following report of
the part taken by this regiment, in connection with the First Minnesota, during the engagement of Sedgwick’s division on the 17th instant:
The Nineteenth Kegiment was on the extreme right of the second line
of battle, the Minnesota regiment being on the right of the first line,
when the Minnesota was the last regiment in its line to leave the posiA stand was
tion, and was immediately followed by the Nineteenth.
made by the latter regiment, at the command of Colonel Hinks, on a
I

Soon
slight elevation, where it was directly joined by the former.
Colonel Hinks gave the order to fall back still farther, and immediately
fell, severely wounded. The command then devolved upon LieutenantColonel Devereux, who reported to Colonel Sully, as the superior officer
then on the field, informing him of the wound of Colonel Hinks. Under
command of Colonel Sully, both regiments were withdrawn to a close
stone wall, where preparations were made to receive the enemy should
he attempt an attack. Colonel Sully remained in command until the
troops were withdrawn by command of General McClellan.
Believing the above statement to be correct, I remain, sir, respectfully, yours,
H. G. O.
Captain, Commanding Nineteenth Massachusetts Volunteers,

WEYMOUTH,

Col.

Alfred Sully,
First Minnesota Volunteers.

No.

70.

Report of Brig. Gen. William H. French, U, 8. Army, commanding Third
Division, of the battle of Antietam.

Hdqrs. French’s Division, Sumner’s Corps d’Armee,
Gamp near Sharpsburg, on the Battle-field, September 20, 1862.
Colonel My division, composed of Brig. Gen. Max Weber’s and
Kimball’s brigades, and three regiments of new levies under the command of Col. Dwight Morris (Fourteenth Connecticut), having been in
readiness since daybreak on the 17th instant, was put in motion by
orders of the general commanding the corps at about 7.30 o’clock a. m.
The Antietam Creek was forded by the division, marching in three columns of brigades. Max Weber on the left, the new regiments in the
center, and Kimball’s brigade on the right.
When my left flank had
:

cleared the ford a mile, the division faced to the left, forming three lines
of battle adjacent to and contiguous with Sedgwick’s, and immediately
moved to the front.
The enemj^, who was in position in advance, opened his batteries,
under which fire my lines steadily moved until the fir'st line, encountering the enemy’s skirmishers, charged them briskly, and, entering a
group of houses on Roulette’s farm, drove back the force, which had
taken a strong i)osition for defense. Whilst Max Weber was clearing
his front and driving before him the enemy’s first line, a sudden and
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was opened upon Ms right by the troops, which had succeeded in breaking the center division of the line of battle. At the
same time a heavy column eudeavored to turn my left and rear.
At this moment Captain 8umner communicated to me, from the general commanding the corps, that his right divisions were beiug severely
handled, and directed me to press the enemy with all my force. Appreciating the necessity of the order, without waiting for the new regiments to recover from the disorder incident to their long march in line
through woods, corn-fields, and over fences, I left them in reserve, and
ordered Kimball to charge to the front. With an unsurpassed ardor
this gallant brigade, sweeping over all obstacles, soon crowned the
crests of the hills on our left and right, flaunting the regimental banners in defiance to those of the rebels who, flushed with a supposed victory, dared to face us.
I refer the general commanding to the reports of brigadiers and their
colonels for the details of the battle maintained by my division.
The gallantry and coolness of General Max Weber excited the admiWith consummate skill and judgment
ration of the whole command.
he led the attack, and left the field reluctantly, severely wounded.
General Kimball, Second Brigade, brought his veterans into action,
and fought the enemy on the front and either flank with such desperate
courage and determination as to permit the arrival of the re-enforcements, which reached the field three hours after my division had sustained the conflict. After the arrival of re-enforcements, the exhaustion
of ammunition brought my line from the crests it had carried to the
second line, which, being supplied, my troops were ready to continue the
action. EichardsoMs division supported me with that success which
always distinguished that noble corps. Brooke’s brigade was particuterrible fire

larly conspicuous.
I particularly ask attention to the report of Brigadier-General Kimball, to whom the division is indebted for a brilliant display of courage
staff. Lieutenants Plume and French, aidesnever surpassed. Of
de-camp, who have been through every battle with myself fought by
McClellan’s army, it is sufficient to say did their duty.
Surgeon Grant organized his division hospital under fire. The division commissary. Lieutenant Schufifner, and Lieutenant Hale, Fourteenth Connecticut, division ordnance officer, were strenuous in their
exertions to supply the command. The conduct of the new regiments
must take a prominent place in the history of this great battle. Undrilled, but admirably armed and equipped, every regiment, either in
advance or reserve, distinguished itself, but according to the energy
and ability of their respective commanders.

my

The report of Colonel Morris, Fourteenth Connecticut, commanding
brigade, exhibits the services of his command.
There never was such material in any army, and in one month these
splendid men will not be excelled by any. Eeceiving orders from the
general-in-chief (General McClellan) to hold my position to the last
extremity, it was done, but not without terrible loss. My loss was
1,817: killed and wounded, 1,614; missing, 203.*
The flags, prisoners, and arms captured are detailed in the subordinate reports.

WM.

Brigadier- General^
Lieut. Col. J. H.

Chief of

H.

FRENCH,

Commanding

Division.

Taylor,

/Staff and.

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Sumner^s Corps.

But
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Report of Gapt, John D, FranJc^ Battery (r, First New Yoric Light Artillery, of the battle of Antietam.

Light Co. G, Bailey^’s Eegt. Light Artillery,
Gamp near Sharpsburg, Md., September 18, 1862.

Major

have the honor to state that about 8 or 9 o’clock yesterI placed my battery in position to the right and center of
our lines, supported by the Sixth Kegiment of Maine Volunteers, Hancock’s brigade.
At about 9.30 o’clock one of the enemy’s batteries
opened a severe fire to the left and front of my battery, but was driven
from its position in less than ten minutes by a well-directed fire of
While engaged with this battery,
solid shot thrown from my battery.
another of the enemy’s batteries was iilaced in a strip of woods unobserved, and opened a very destructive flank fire on my pieces changing front forward on my left piece, and firing some 40 or 50 solid shot
and shell, compelled this battery to withdraw. About 2 o’clock p. m.
I opened a flank fire on a battery placed in a corn-field opposite my
position, dislodging it with the assistance of a battery on my right.
The loss sustained by m^^ battery was trifling: 1 man killed, 2
severely and 2 slightly wounded 2 horses killed and 5 wounded 1
pole cut in two, 1 pole-yoke broken by a shell, and 1 breech-sight dis:

I

day morning

;

;

;

abled, is all the damage sustained by the carriages; all replaced except
the breech-sight. Two hundred and forty rounds of solid shot, 48 shell,
and about 30 rounds of spherical case were expended, but replaced
to-day.
At 8 o’clock this morning I was relieved by Captain Hazard’s
Island battery, for the purpose of replacing my ammunition.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN

D.

Ehode

FEANK,

Gaptain, Bailefs Regt. Light Artillery, Gomdg. Light

Gompany

G,

Maj. F. N. Clarke, U. S. Army,
Ghief of Artillery, Sumner^s Gorps.

.

Report of Gapt. Gharles

I).

No.

72.

Owen, Battery G, First Rhode Island Light

Artillery, of the battle of Antietam,

Hdqrs. Battery G, First Ehode Island Artillery,
Bolivar Heights, September 23, 1862.
Sir: Agreeably to your orders received on the morning of the 17th,
I proceeded with my battery toward the front of our lines, in search
of some position where my guns could be employed to advantage. I
went from the extreme right toward the center, and, after emerging
from the woods opposite the church, was about to take a position on
the open field across the road and in rear of the church, but the head
of my column had hardly got into the field when our infantry came
retreating over the hill, closely followed by the enemy, coming out of
the woods. I therefore turned the head of the column and retired
behind the burning ruins and reported to you for orders, and you
informed me that there were more batteries than could be used, and I
had better get my battery under cover, which I did by placing it in
the open ground behind the orchard, in rear of the burning ruins.
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While here, orders came from you to take the position then occupied
by Captain Tompkins’ battery, whose orderly informed me that Tomj)kins was out of ammunition, and that the enemy were flanking him on
both sides. I relieved Tompkins, and engaged a battery about a mile
off, which was then pouring in a heavy fire upon us.
I got quickly into
position and opened with shells at44o elevation and 8-second fuses with
good effect, as far as we could judge, and the battery that engaged us
ceased firing in about twenty minutes after we commenced.
As soon as the enemy had discontinued their firing at us, I ceased
firing also, and was about to proceed toward the brow of the hill to
engage the enemy’s infantry, then in plain sight from that position,
when a noise from my right attracted my attention, and I saw our
infantry retreating in disorder toward me, and then about 150 yards
oft’, closely followed by the rebels.
I limbered up quickly and started
on the trot into the road leading direct from the ruins, and when the
last caisson left the ground the enemy were close upon us.
I halted
when a few hundred yards to the rear, and, after replenishing the ammunition in the gun-limbers, took the pieces alone of the right section
and proceeded up behind the advance that retook the field, but the infantry was quite unsteady on the right and broke the second time, and
not deeming it prudent to risk even the section under such circumstances,
I withdrew and reported to General Sumner for orders, w^ho ordered me
to report to General
then just in front of General French’s
division.
After looking at the position designed for me, the general
deemed it not ijrudent to place me there, and I then reported to General
French, who put me in position on rear of the lines, and directed me to
fire two shots toward the corner of the woods near the church, and,
although contrary to my own wishes, as expressed to him, I fired, with
very poor success, as I afterward learned.
During the engagement I expended about 75 rounds of ammunition,
and was engaged exactly forty minutes. The ammunition worked quite
well, with the exception of Dyer’s, which seldom takes the groove.
During the maneuvering two of the caissons’ axles broke, making in
all ten since the battery has been in the field.
My total loss is 4 horses killed. Five men were slightly wounded, but
none are now unable to be about camp.
The officers and men behaved very well, .and I cannot say too much
of the conduct of the former. Lieutenant Torslow quite distinguished
himself in rallying the infantry after they had broken.
I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES D. OWEX,
Captain First Rhode Island Artillery j commanding Battery G,
Maj. F. ]Sr. Clarke,
Commanding Artillery ^ Second Corps.

/

,

Ko.

73.

Report of Brig. Gen. Nathan Kimhall, U. S. Army, commanding First
Brigade^ of the battle of Antietam.

Hdqrs. Kimball’s Brig., French’s Div., Sumner’s Corps,
On the Field of Battle., near Sharpsburg September 18, 1862.

General: On
your order,

my

the morning of the 17th instant, in obedience to
brigade crossed Antietam Creek and was formed into
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on the left of General Sedgwick’s division, and in the
third line, Generals Weber’s and Morris’ forming the lirst and second
Ill this position I moved directly forward about three-fourths
lines.
of a mile, when General Weber encountered the enemy’s pickets and
line of battle

drove them back, and soon came upon the enemy in force, posted in a
strong position in an orchard, corn-field, ditches, and upon the hill-sides.
At this moment, in obedience to your order, I moved my brigade forward and formed my line in front on the left of General Weber. My
right wing, consisting of the Fourteenth Kegiment Indiana Volunteers,
Colonel Harrow, and the Eighth Eegiment Ohio Volunteers, LieutenantColonel Sawyer commanding, was posted on the hill side in front of the
orchard, their left resting on a lane running in the direction of Sharpsburg; ray left wing, consisting of the Seventh Eegiment Virginia Volunteers, Colonel Snider, and the One hundred and thirty -second Eegiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, Colonel Oakford commanding, resting
on an extension of the same line, their right resting on the lane running
toward Sharpsburg and their left extending toward the creek.
Directly on my front, in a narrow road running parallel with my
line, and, being washed by water, forming a natural rifle-pit between
my line and a large corn-field, I found the enemy in great force, as
also in the corn-field in rear of the ditch. As my line advanced to
the crest of the hill, a murderous fire was opened upon it from the
entire force in front. My advance farther was checked, and for three
hours and thirty minutes the battle raged incessantly, without either
The enemy, having been re-enforced, made an
party giving way.
attempt to turn my left flank by throwing three regiments forward
entirely to the left of my line, which I met and repulsed, with loss, by
extending my left wing, Seventh Virginia and One hundred and thirtysecond Pennsylvania, in that direction. Being foiled in this, he made a
heavy charge on my center, thinking to break my line, but was met by
my command and repulsed with great slaughter. I then, in turn,
ordered a charge, which was promptly responded to, and which resulted
in driving the enemy entirely from the ditches, &c., and some distance
into the corn-field beyond. In this charge my command captured about
300 prisoners, the enemy in his flight leaving on the field several stand
of colors, which were taken by some parties outside of my brigade whilst
we were pursuing him.
At this time a brigade of General Eichardson’s division advanced to
my relief on the left of my line, securing that flank from further assaults.
In the mean time, the line on my right having been abandoned, the
enemy made an attempt to turn that flank, and by that to gain my rear,
and succeeded in gaining a corn-field directly on my right. To repulse
them, a change of front was made by the Fourteenth Indiana and
Eighth Ohio Volunteers, which resulted in driving the enemy from my
right, and restored the line, which was afterward occupied by Smith’s
division of General Franklin’s corps. For four hours and a half my
command was under most galling fire, and not a man faltered or left
the ranks until the field was left by the rebels in our possession, those
who were sent with the wounded to the rear quickly returning to their
places in line. For three and a half hours of this time we were upon
the field, and maintained our position without any support whatever.
My men having exhausted all their ammunition, the tight was maintained for some time with the supplies stripped from the bodies of their
dead and wounded comrades.
Every man of my command behaved in the most exemplary manner,
and as men who had determined to save their country or die. The
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Fourteenth Indiana and Eighth Ohio Volunteers, in the change of front
which saved our right, executed it as veterans and as only brave men
could. The battle was fought under your own eye, general, and I need
not tell you how terrible was the conflict. The loss in my command is
a lasting testimony of the sanguinary nature of the conflict, and a glance
at the position held by the rebels tells how terrible was the punishment
inflicted on them.
The corn-fields on the front are strewn with their
dead and wounded, and in the ditch first occupied by them the bodies
are so numerous that they seem to have fallen dead in line of battle, for
there there is a battalion of dead rebels. We maintained our ground
and drove the enemy from his. After the firing had ceased on my front,
the enemy seemed to have concentrated his force on the force of General Eichardson’s command.
Colonel Brooke, commanding a brigade,
sent to me for assistance.
You having previously ordered Colonel
Morris, commanding Second Brigade, to take orders from me, I ordered

him to Colonel Brooke’s assistance.
The loss in my command is as follows: 121 killed, 510 wounded, 8
missing. This number embraces officers and men.
Lists from the several regiments, with name and rank, together with
the reports of Colonels Harrow and Snider and Lieutenant-Colonels
Sawyer and Wilcox, are forwarded herewith. Among the killed and
wounded are many brave and gallant officers.
Col. E. A. Oakford, One hundred and thirty-second Pennsylvania
Volunteers, was killed while leading his regiment. He was a brave
officer and died like a hero.
Captain Coons, acting lieutenant-colonel,
and Captain Cavins, acting major. Fourteenth Indiana Volunteers,
Avere wounded while gallantly leading their commands.
Where every officer and man behaved with such signal bravery and
coolness, it would be invidious to make distinction by mentioning the
names of a part only.
cannot speak in too high praise of the officers of my staff, to whom
indebted for valuable services rendered to me on the field. My
adjutant-general, Capt. E. D. Mason, behaved with great coolness, and
received a very painful wound during the engagement. The conduct of
Lieutenants Swigart, Marshall, and Burrell, thoughout the entire fight,
was highly commendable, and exhibited a high degree of gallantry, efficiency, and personal bravery. They were proved by a test such as it
is seldom the lot even of veterans to encounter, and the result has been
highly honorable to them. I recommend them to the consideration of
the commanding general.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I

I

am

E:ATHA¥ KIMBALL,
Brigadier-General^ Commanding.

Brigadier-General

French,

Commanding

Division.

Ko.
Bejgort of Col.

74.

William Harrow^ Fourteenth Indiana Infantry^ of the
battle of Antietam.

Battle-field, near Sharpsburg, Md.,
September 19, 1862,
I report as follows
On the morning of the 17th instant, in obedience to your order, my
regiment moved forward on the right of the brigade, advancing rapidly

Sir

:

:

:

THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN.

Chap. XXXI.]

329

toward the euemy, who were then engaging our line. We passed
through an orchard, emerging into a plowed field, receiving during
the execution of this movement a rapid fire from the enemy; this
about 8 o’clock a. m. We ascended the hill in our front and occupied
the crest, from which position we engaged the enemy, sheltered under
ditches, rocks, and fences, with a large reserved force in a field of corn
The contest here continued for near four hours, during
in their rear.
all which time the enemy poured upon us a terrific and murderous fire
from infantry, also of grape and shell, thrown from a battery on our
right and front. In our immediate front as many as eight stand of
rebel colors were exhibited at a time.
My regiment went into the fight with 60 rounds of ammunition, and,
after firing the last one, the enemy were discovered moving in heavy
force upon my right flank. At this moment my own regiment and the
Eighth Ohio Yolimteers, Colonel Sawyer commanding, on my left, immediately changed their front, and formed at a right angle to our original line. The line thus formed was held and the enemy repulsed, our
men using the ammunition taken from their dead and wounded comrades. After 12 m. the enemy retired, and my regiment was not again
engaged during the day, but lay upon their arms until night, under a
hot fire of shot and shell from the enemy’s batteries.
My officers and men without exception conducted themselves with a
courage^ and daring seldom equaled and never surpassed. I cannot
mention one without naming all. We went into the fight with 320 men,
and lost in killed and wounded 181. A list of the names and rank of
each is herewith furnished. My adjutant, J. J. P. Blinn, was with me
during the day, and conducted himself as only a brave man can, bearing messages for me, and when not thus engaged remaining at my
side witnessing the heroic conduct of his regiment. General, our record
is a proud one, but one which can never be thought of save with feelings of the most intense sorrow for the brave dead and wounded,
liespectfully,

WM. HAEEOW,
Colonel Fourteenth Indiana Volunteers,

General Keviball,
Comdg. First Brigade, FrencFs Division, Sumner^s Corps,

No.

75.

Report of Lieut, CoLFranMin Sawyer, Eighth Ohio Infantry, of the battle
of Antietam.

On the

Field, near Antietam Creek, Md.,
September 18, 1862.

Sir I have the honor to submit the following report of the killed
and wounded of the Eighth Eegiment Ohio Volunteers, and of the part
taken by the regiment in the battle, on this field, of yesterday
We left our bivouac on the east side of the creek with your brigade
early on the morning of the 17th, and, moving in our proper position
in the line, forded Antietam Creek and deployed in line of battle on the
hills, our position being to the left of the Fourteenth Indiana.
So soon
as the line was formed, by your order we moved directly to the front and
upon the enemy, who appeared to be masked behind fences, corn-fields.
:
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and in ditches on the crests of a series of ridges.
gained the position assigned us under a perfect storm of the enemy^s balls and shell,
where, in connection with the other regiments of your brigade and
French’s division, we maintained, from 9 o’clock a. m. until near 1 p. m.,
our position under a most sanguinary fire of musketry and shell. The
enemy were within 20 rods of our position in strong force, and were repeatedly re-enforced during the action, and had, besides, the advantage
of considerable cover at points very near us. The position of the Fourteenth Indiana and the Eighth Ohio was greatly exposed, and the battle
raged along our lines with such fury as to threaten our annihilation,
but not a man faltered or fell back. Our ammunition being exhausted,
the cartridge-boxes of the dead and wounded were rifled to supply our
arms.

The enemy were finally driven from our front, but the lines to the
right of the Fourteenth Indiana giving way, the enemy undertook to
turn that flank, but the Fourteenth Indiana and Eighth Ohio rapidly
and gallantly changed their front, and drove the enemy back with great
slaughter. At this time, other troops going to the front, by your order
I brought off the Eighth to replenish its ammunition, and then took
position with the brigade to the right.
were not again engaged
during the day, but were constantly annoyed, and suffered some from
the enemy’s shell, which continued to fall among us until dark.
During the entire engagement my officers and men behaved with the
utmost bravery and gallantry not a man gave way. Our colors received
seventeen balls, but were never once depressed during the storm of
battle.
Major Winslow and Lieut. David Lewis, acting adjutant, were
constantly at their posts, and performed their whole duty. All my
officers and men who were present deserve especial mention, but as
thej^ fought under your own eye it is unnecessary now.
Our record of
losses is a long and sad one.
went into action wu'th 17 officers and
324 men, of whom 2 officers were killed and 7 wounded. Of the noncommissioned officers and privates, 30 were killed and 122 wounded, and
5 missing, probably killed.* Appended hereto is a list of the killed and
wounded, name and company ; also the name of Corpl. W. W. Lamer,
killed the day previous.
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,

We

;

We

FEANKLIN SAWYEE,
Lieutenant- Colonel Eighth Ohio Volunteers^ Commanding.
Brig. Gen.

Kathan Kimball,
Commanding First Brigade.

Ko.

76.

Beport of Lieut. Col. Vincent M. Wilcox^ One hundred and thirty-second
Pennsylvania Infantry^ of the battle of Antietam.
fiDQRS. 132 d

Eegmment Pennsylvania Volunteers,

Battle-field^

Nuger Spring Md., September
j

19, 1862.

Dear Sir I beg leave to submit to you the following account of the
part which our regiment took in the great contest of the 17th instant:
were ordered by you to take up the line of march about 6 o’clock
:

We

But

see revised statement, p. 193.
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We

were brought
line of battle at 7 o’clock.
a little before 8 o’clock, and although ours was a new regiment, not yet organized a month and never before in sight of the
enemy, still they behaved like veterans and well-disciplined troops.
brought into action 7d0 men, and brought out 364 men, exclusive
of officers. Quite early in the action Col. Kichard A. Oakford fell,
mortally wounded, and died in a few minutes. In his death the couutry
has lost a noble, able, and experienced officer. The command then
devolved upon me, and I cannot here too highl 3 express my thanks and
admiration for the assistance rendered me by Maj. Charles Albright and
Adjt. F. L. Hitchcock. They never left the field for a moment, but by
their coolness and bravery assisted me greatly in inspiring the men with
that courage which it was necessary for men to possess under so severe
a fire as that to which they were subjected. Where all do so well it would be invidious to show distinctions or
particularize names, and hence, in justice to the line officers, I must say
that all performed their duty nobly and well, exhibiting the greatest
firmness and bravery. Lieutenant Cranmer, Compan\^ 0, advanced,
with musket in hand, at the head of his company- to the front, and
fell, mortally" wounded, while setting a splendid example of coolness
and courage to his men. Captain Abbott, Company G, fell, dangerously wounded, while fighting most gallantly at the very front of the
a.

m.,

under

and were formed in
fire

We

^

line.

General, you directed me to hold the eminence in front of the riflepit at all hazards, and not to fall back until ordered by you, and 1 am
happy to say that it was done, although at a fearful sacrifice. The

men were

supplied with 60 rounds of ammunition, and exhausted their
supply, and took the cartridges from the dead and wounded, and kept
up the fire against the enemy. He tried upon several occasions to outflank us, but the sure and deadly aim of our men drove him back to his
rifle-pits in disorder.
At last he exhibited a white flag, but in violation
of that flag kept up an incessant fire of shell and musketr^^, and quite
a number were killed and wounded thereby. When our men were
nearly" exhausted of strength and ammunition, 3"ou directed me to fix
bayonets and charge upon the rifle-pits, but at this moment the Irish
Brigade came up and joined our men in the charge. The^' drove the
enemy from their stronghold and captured some 300 prisoners, including a number of officers, among them Lieutenant-Colonel Nisbet, of
Macon, Ga., all of whom were sent to the rear.
stood up in front
of the enemy for nearly four and a half hours, and when re-enforcements
came (which must have been at about 12 o’clock m.), the tide of battle
had turned, and I considered the field ours. Our colors were planted in
advance of any on 'the field, and were finally waved over the enemy’s
The men
rifle-pits, and brought back, riddled by his balls, in triumph.
under my command are entitled to honorable mention, which I trust
they will receive at your hands. Below I append a list of my killed and

We

wounded.*
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
y. M. WILCOX,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.
Brigadier-General Kimball,
Commanding First Brigade, FrencWs Division, Sumner^s Corps.
Embodied

in revised statement, p. 193.
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77.

Joseph Snider., Seventh West Virginia Infantry., of the
battle of Antietam.

Headquarters Seventh Virginia Volunteers,
September 20, 1862.
I have, in obedience to your order, the honor of submitting the
following report:
In obedience to your order on the morning of the 17th instant, we
took our position in line of battle on the extreme left of your brigade,
and, in further obedience of your orders, moved forward at 8 o’clock, at
which time we engaged the enemy, who were drawn uj) in large force.
The tight was territic during the whole engagement. The enemy endeavored to deceive us by hoisting a white flag, which tor a moment
caused our men to cease tiring, during which time the enemy was discovered to be moving in large force with the view of flanking our left,
which caused us to change the position of our left wing, this being
done as speedily as possible, when we succeeded in driving the enemy
back with great slaughter beyond their original position, where we
held them until our ammunition was exhausted, when we were relieved
by the Irish Brigade, commanded by General Meagher. During the
engagement our colors were shot down three times, but were promptly
hoisted each time, and were brought off the field with the regiment.

Sir

:

JO.
Coloiiel.,

SNIDEE,

Commanding Seventh

Virginia.

Brigadier-General Kimball.

No.

78.

Report of Col. Dwight Morris., Fourteenth Connecticut Infantry., com^
manding Second Brigade, of the battle of Antietam.

Headquarters Second Brigade, French’s

Division,
September 19, 1862.

Sir In obedience to orders, my brigade left camp at Keedysville on
the morning of the 17th. After fording the Antietam, marching about
2 miles by the flank, we formed line of battle, the Fourteenth Connecticut on the right, the One hundred and thirtieth Pennsylvania
center, and the One hundred and eighth New York on the extreme left.
marched forward, forming in front of William Eoulette’s house and
farm, which was occupied by the enemy, and, having* driven them from
that position, the right rested in a corn-field and the center occupied a
space in front of an orchard.
were here exposed to a galling crossThe Fifth Maryland
fire for three hours, but maintained the position.
Eegiment fell back early in the action, passing through the right wing
of the Fourteenth Connecticut. The right was immediately formed by
Lieut. Col. S. H. Perkins, and the regiment three times formed under
a severe cross-fire. Maj. C. C. Clark also rendered great assistance in
forming the line. Adjt. T. G. Ellis, who acted as my aide, constantly
communicated with General French, and in so doing was greatly exposed in consequence of the position taken by the general amid a very
hot fire.
Having received orders to support General Kimball, who was obtaining ammunition, I reported to him, and was ordered to take a position
:

We

We
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near a stone wall and to hold it. This I did with the Fourteenth Connecticut alone until ordered to advance the Fourteenth to support
Colonel Brooke, commanding First Brigade, Eichardson’s division. I
took the position assigned, and was ordered by General Caldwell, temporarily in command of Eichardson^s division, to remain until further
orders. The Fourteenth was here shelled by the enemy, until ordered
by General Hancock, who relieved General Caldwell from the command, to the front, which position the Fourteenth held for thirty-six
hours, constantly harassed by the enemy. From the time I was ordered
to support General Kimball I remained with the Fourteenth and the One
hundred and thirtieth Pennsylvania, now joined to the First Brigade,
and the One hundred and eighth Kew York. For details I refer you to
the reports of the colonels of regiments.
My brigade captured 2 stand of colors, 2 captains, 7 lieutenants, and
about 400 privates, who were turned over to the provost-marshal at
Boonsborough, besides wounding many field officers of the enemy.
also took over 400 stand of arms, which were' turned over to the ordnance officer. I attribute our success in a great measure to the constant communication with the commanding general through the day,
as well as to the unsurpassed bravery of our men. The men in my
brigade were all new troops, hastily raised, and without drill or experience, and, although under fire for the first time, behaved with great
gallantry. In front of the last position held by the Fourteenth Connecticut more than 1,000 of the enemy lie slain.
My loss in killed, wounded, and missing is 529.
Very respectfully, yours,

We

/

DWIGHT MOEEIS,
Colonel^

Commanding Second Brigade^ Frenches

Division,

Lieut. J. W. Plume,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

Ko.

79.

Report of Lieut Col. Sanford R. PerMns, Fourteenth Connecticut Infantry,
of the battle of Antietam,

Headquarters Fourteenth Eegiment Conn.

Yols.,

Sharpshurg, Md., September 19, 1862.
broke bivouac at camp near Keedysville, Md., on the morning of
the 17th of September, taking position on the right of your command
according to order, and marched about two hours by flank, when we
formed line of battle and moved forward a distance of about one-half
mile, where we became engaged, our position being in a corn-field west
of William Eoulette’s farm-house, the enemy occupying a position on
the summit of a hill to our front. The Fifth Maryland Eegiment being
slightly in our advance, 1 reserved my fire until they broke, which threw
three companies of my right wing into confusion, when we opened fire
from the left and immediately proceeded to rally the right, which having been effected, we held our position under a severe cross-fire for
nearly three hours, during which time, my horse being disabled, 1 was
obliged to continue with my command on foot.
I cannot omit saying that during the time above mentioned my right
and center were broken twice, but rallied on the colors and formed in
good order, and, when ordered to retire, moved from the field with precision, after which we accompanied you to support General Kimball,

We
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wlio was retiring for ammunition, and took position near a stone wall
east of the farm-house, holding the same until ordered to support Colonel Brooke.

Buring

this

movement, while marching by

flank, a shell

was thrown

into our ranks, killing several of our men. The ranks were at once
closed, the regiment moving forward at quick time and in good order.
At this time and during the remaining thirty-six hours, being under
your immediate command, requires no further detail.
.Where all behaved so well it may seem invidious to particularize, but
I feel bound to mention Captain Blinn, of Company F, and Captain
Willard, of Company G, who fell at their posts gallantly cheering their
commands. Also First Lieutenant Coit, commanding Company K, and
Lieutenant Crosby, of the same company, were dangerously wounded,
leaving that company without a commissioned officer. Acting Adjutant Lucas, Assistant Adjutant- General Ellis, together with Maj. C. C.
Clark, rendered great assistance in rallying the command under a galling fire, at which time the horse of Assistant Adjutant-General Ellis
was disabled. Sergeant Mills, color-bearer, was severely, if not mortally, wounded while bearing and waving aloft our standard, and his
place was filled by Lieutenant Comstock, Company H, who, with Sergeant Foote, of Company I, retained them until the close of the action.
Our colors are riddled with shot and shell, and the staff broken. Captain Gibbous, of Company B, deserves notice, who, finding the farmhouse occupied by a large force of the enemy, ordered his company to
advance and fire, scattering them and driving a portion of them into
the cellar, where, by closing the door, a large number of them were

captured.

As you

are aware, our men, hastily raised

and without drill, behaved
Union and our

like veterans, and fully maintained the honor of the
native State.
Total killed, wounded, and missing, 156.
I have the honor to be, vour obedient servant,

SANFORD
Lieut.

Col.
.

Cot..,

H.

PERKINS,

Commanding Fourteenth Regiment Conn,

Dwight Morris,
Commanding Second Brigade, General FrencJds

No.

Yols,

Division,

80.

Report of Col. Oliver H. Palmer, One hundred, and eighth JYew Yorh Infantry, of the battle of Antietam.

Headquarters IOSth New York Volunteers,
Near Sharpshurg, September

19, 1862.

honor to report that on the 17th instant my command left
camp near Keedysville about 6 o’clock in the morning, and, after marching about 2 miles, having formed into line of battle, entered into action
on the crest of the hill on the left of the brigade in the front line of battle, and in front of the corn-field and rifle pits occupied by the rebels.
The action commenced about 7.30 o’clock in the morning. My command
remained in line, and continued in position, firing with great rapidity
and energy, in the face of a deadly fire of the enemy, who were stationed
in the corn field and rifle-pits, not more than 20 or 30 rods distant, until
about 12.30 o’clock in the afternoon.
During the action a charge was made upon the rifle-pits, and we took
I ha,ve the

:
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159 rebel privates and non-commissioned officers, 3 rebel captains, and
6 lieutenants, also one stand of regimental colors of the Fourteenth
North Carolina Eegiment. These colors were taken by Henry Niles, of
Company K, of this regiment, but after taking the colors some officer of
another regiment told him to give them up, stating that if he carried
them he might be fired into by our own men. Not knowing any better,
he handed them to such officer. The prisoners were taken under guard
by Capt. E. P. Fuller, of Company H, of my regiment, and delivered to
an officer of the Eighth Illinois Cavalry, guarding at Boonsborough,
Md., and a receipt taken, which has been delivered to General French.
The prisoners were so taken and delivered by direction of an aide-decamj) of General Sumner.
At about 12.30 p. m. of the 17th my command was relieved for a time
by the Irish Brigade, by order of General Eichardson. It was then
ordered to fall back about 100 rods. It did so, and was then reformed
upon the colors, but I was only able then to collect about 100 men. I
was then ordered by General Eichardson to again march into line to the
front, to fill a gap in the line of battle farther to the left and in General
Eichardsoffis division, and my command was marched there accordingly,
and remained there under a severe fire from the enemy ^s batteries until
the close of the action, at dark.
By order of General Hancock my command was then placed on the
front line of pickets to do picket duty, and remained in that position
until 9 o’clock on the morning of the 18th, and until relieved by order
of General French. During their picket duty a rebel prisoner was taken
by a private in Comiiany B, and delivered to General Caldwell.
During the action my officers and men conducted themselves with
gratifying coolness and bravery.
loss has been severe, and I regret
to report that early in the action my major, George B. Force, was instantly killed while in the fearless discharge of his duty. Lieut. D. B.
Tarbox, of Company B, and Lieut. E. E. Holmes, of Company G, were
also killed while leading their commands in action. Lieut. W. W. Bloss,
of Company A, bravely took the colors, and, while advancing in the face
of the enemy, was severely wounded. Lieutenant Porter, of Company
F, was shot through the foot while bravely ^discharging his duty.
Twenty-three privates were killed and 122 non-commissioned officers and
privates were wounded. Forty-seven privates are missing whether
killed or wounded I am unable to report.
total loss in killed,

My

My

—

wounded, and missing is 196.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
O. H. PALMEE,
Colonel One hundred and eighth New York Volunteers.
Colonel Morris,
Commanding Second Brigade^ General FrencWs Division.

No.

81.

Report of Col. Henry

I. Zinn, One hundred and thirtieth Pennsylvania
Infantry^ of the battle of Antietam.

Hdqrs. 130th Eegiment Pennsylvania Volunteers,
September 19, 1862.
In accordance with your order of this morning, I have the
honor to report as follows
About 8 o’clock on the morning of the 17th instant we left our camp,
on the south side of the Sharpsburg j)ike, and marched by a flank move-

Colonel

:
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miles north, where a line of battle was formed.
little west of south about half a mile to a
farm-house, in and about which a small force of the enemy was posted,
whose fire we received, wounding several men. After the enemy was
driven from his position at the house, we advanced through a small
orchard and plowed field to the crest of a hill, where the fight became
general. The enemy had taken position with his first line in a ravine
in front of and about 75 yards distant from our position, having two
other lines in a corn-field in rear of his first.
received the fire of
the enemy’s first line and of the force on the right, together with that
of a battery posted in the corner of the field on the enemy’s right, and
distant 200 yards. The firing on both sides continued for more than
two hours, when the enemy was driven from his position by a force on
to a point about

We then

moved forward a

We

our

left.

About

this time a force of the enemy advanced on a battery posted
on our right, which was withdrawn. The enemy then changed front,
and advanced on our right to the fence bounding the field in which we
were posted. Changing our front to meet his advancing lines, we held
him in check until a charge was made by a brigade on our right, which
drove the enemy back in great disorder. By this time our ammunition
was expended, when we withdrew and reformed our line at the farmhouse first spoken of. Having become separated from our brigade, we
were ordered by General Kimball to fall in with the brigade under his
command, where we remained until this morning.
Owing to the circumstances in which we are placed at present, I am
unable to give a more detailed account of all that occurred.
Our loss is 32 killed, 146 wounded.
I have the honor to remain, your very obedient servant,
H. I. ZINK,
Colonel^ Commanding One hundred and thirtieth Fa, Yols,

Colonel Morris,

Commanding Second Brigade, FrencWs

Division,

No. 82.
Report of

Col,

John W. Andrews, First Delaware Infantry, commanding
Third Brigade, of the

battle

of Antietam.

Battle-field of the 17th Instant,
Near Sharpsburg, September 20, 1862.
General: The Third Brigade met the enemy in a strong position,
under cover of natural and artificial defenses. The command continued
fighting until their ammunition was expended. They were exposed to
a heavy fire and sufiered severely. The survivors joined the second and
third lines. We captured about 300 prisoners and sent them to the rear.
Brig. Gen. Max Weber and Captain Burleigh, his assistant adjutantgeneral, were wounded while attempting to bring on the Fifth Maryland
Eegiment. I have no idea of the time further than the above was
myself employed in ordering men to join the second line and preventing too many from taking the wounded away.
The First Delaware Eegiment lost in killed and wounded, out of 708,
264.* Lieutenant- Colonel Hopkinson wounded, 3 captains killed and 4
j

wounded, 4 lieutenants wounded. All the field officers’ horses killed.
The Fourth New York lost 182* men out of 540 2 officers killed and
;

*

But

see revised statement, p. 193,
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color guards all killed or wounded. The same with the
guard of the First Delaware. The major commanding the Fifth
Maryland was wounded, and I have received no report from this regi-

5

wounded

;

color

ment.

The
ans.

officers

and men behaved with the coolness and bravery of veter-

A more formal re^iort will be made on the first opportunity.
JOHN W. ANDEEWS,

Colonel and Acting Brigadier-General.

Wm. H. French,
Commanding Third Division^ General Sumner^s Corps.

Brig. Gen.

No.

83.

Report of Col. JohnW. Andrews^ First Delaware Infantry^ of the battle
of Antietam.

Hdqrs. First Delaware Infantry,
Third Brigade, Third Division, Second Corps,
Near Sharpshurg, Md., September

18, 1862.

Captain The

First Delaware Infantry, forming the right of Brig.
Gen. Max Weberns brigade, after fording Antietam Creek, marched in
column for a mile, then, facing to the left, advanced in line of battle,
forming the first line of General Frencffis division. The enemy^s batHaving advanced steadily through
teries now opened a severe fire.
woods and corn-fields, driving all before us, we met the enemy in two
lines of battle, posted in a road or ravine 4 feet below the surface of the
adjoining field, with a third line in a corn-field in the rear, the ground
gradually rising so that they were able to fire over the heads of those
in the ravine j our right was also exposed to the sudden and terrible fire
from the troops who succeeded in breaking the center division of the
were at this time about 20 paces off the enemy,
line of battle.
and returned their fire for some time with much coolness and effect.
:

We

A

charge was then ordered and attempted, but our second line, composed
of new levies, instead of supporting our advance, fired into our rear.
We had now lost one-third of our men, and 8 officers commanding
companies were either killed or wounded. Under these circumstances
Ave fell back gradually to a stronger position until relieved by our third
This was our first
line, composed of veterans under General Kimball.
battle, and I cannot speak in too high praise of the conduct of the
officers and men.
The following officers, all commanding companies, were killed or
wounded: Killed, Captains Watson, Leonard, and Eickards: wounded.
Captains Yardley, Woodall, and Shortlidge, and Lieutenants Swiggett
and Tanner. In fact, but few escaped. The color guard were aill killed
or wounded, the field officers’ horses killed.
The command exhibited a degree of gallantry, efficiency, and personal bravery seldom equaled. I must also particularly mention the
services of Lieutenant- Colonel Hopkinson, Major Smyth, and Acting
Adjutant Postles, who behaved with exemplary coolness and bravery.

JOHN W. ANDEEWS,
Colonel First Delaware Infantry.

Captain Burleigh,
Assistant Adjutant- General on the Staff of Brig. Gen.
22 R R VOL XIX, PT I

—
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Report of Maj. Gen. Fitz-JoJin Porter U. S. Army., commanding Fifth
Army Corps^ of the battle of Aniietam, skirmish at BlaehforWs or
Botderh Ford, and action near Shepherdstown.
^

Headquarters Fifth Army Corps,
Camp near Sharpshurg, Aid.,

October

1,

1862.

General:

I have the honor to present the following report:
I received at Arlington, Ya., about midnight on the 11th ultimo, orders from the General-in-Chief to report on the following day, with my
corps, to Major-General McClellan at Brookeville, Md. The only portion of the Fifth Corps then under
control was MorelPs division, thus
distributed: One brigade at Upton’s Hill, one at Hunter’s Chapel, and
one at Fort Corcoran. At 6 a. m. on the 12th, the division (about
6,000 strong) was in motion via Leesborough to join the active army.
Tyler’s and Allabach’s brigades, constituting then Whipple’s now
Humphreys’ division, were assigned to me on the 12th on personal application to the General-in-Chief, and on the morning of the 14th (having been delayed by exchanging unserviceable arms in five regiments
and obtaining transportation and provision), that division, about 6,000
strong, marched to join me near Middletown, Md.
On the morning of the 14th September, I reported in person to the
major-general commanding the Army of the Potomac and troops engaged in the defense of Washington, and resumed command of Sykes’
division and that portion of the Eeserve Artillery not distributed to
corps. This portion of the command was held in readiness to take part
in the battle of South Mountain, but so gallantly and effectually was

my

enemy driven from the heights by Burnside’s and Sumner’s [Hookcommands, that its services were not called for.
On the 15th, in compliance with instructions to pursue the enemy
until I came upon him in large force or in position, and then to take
the

er’s?]

and await arrival of other corps, I passed through Burnside’s
command, which had halted for some hours on South Mountain, and
moved on the direct road to Sharpsburg as far as the Antietam Bridge,
where, on the right, I found a portion (Eichardson’s division) of Sum-

position

enemy, then formed on the
Sykes at once took position behind commanding heights to the left of the road approaching the bridge, and, protected by him, artillery was posted to command the bridge, the roads,
and the ground in front of both. The Eeserve Artillery, having been
accidentally cut off by infantry of another corps (Burnside’s), arrived
ner’s corps in line of battle opposite the

Sharpsburg Heights.

too late to be located that night.
Soon after daybreak of the 16th the enemy’s artillery opened from
the Sharpsburg Heights, and as soon as our guns were in proper position it was vigorously replied to, and the guns brought to bear throughout the day effectively upon the enemy in front of Sykes, Sumner, and
Hooker. Morell’s division arrived at about noon, and on the 17th replaced Eichardson’s division in support of the batteries on the right of
Antietam Bridge. Two brigades of Morell’s division were dispatched
in the afternoon to the aid of General Sumner^^ then hard pressed.
They were halted near their destination by the major-general commandThey returned after dark.
ing, who had sent for them.
From early in the morning of the 17th till dark the artillery was engaged with great effect upon that of the enemy, or upon his infantry,
whenever it showed itself. The men were in many cases driven from
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and serious injury was inflicted upon the infantry, which in
several instances broke and fled from our shot.
By the same authority a portion of Sykes’ division was advanced to
support the horse batteries and cavalry immediately in front of Sharpsburg, under Brigadier-General Pleasonton. I was also instructed to
replace Pleasonton’s batteries till their ammunition could be replenished. Having sent off to other corps all batteries of reserve artillery,
they were relieved by Sykes’ guns, the only ones available. Their
range was too short and they were soon returned. On his call for more
They
supijort, four more battalions were sent over in the afternoon.
were sent as support to the batteries and to keep the enemy’s skirmishers from disturbing our cannoneers. They were, however, diverted from
that service, and employed to drive the enemy’s skirmishers to their reserves. Their manj^ losses attest the serious work they had to perform.
Still later in the afternoon I received from General Pleasonton, a call
for a division to press the success obtained by this small band of regulars, accompanied by the statement that Burnside and Sumner were
driving the enemy. Between the dispatching and receiving of that
call the tide of battle had changed.
Our troops on the left under
Burnside had been driven from the heights which they had so gallantly
crowned, while those on the immediate right, under Sumner, were held
in check. The army was at a stand.
I had not the force asked for,
• and could not, under my orders, risk the safety of the artillery and
center of the line, and perhaps imperil the success of the day by further diminishing my small command, not then 4,000 strong then in
the front line and unsupported, and protecting all our trains. Before
dark General Sykes had ordered Lieutenant Miller to report with his
battery to General Burnside. Colonel Warren, with his brigade, had
been sent earlier in the day.
Humphreys’ division arrived on the 18th and relieved Morell, who
was ordered to the left in support of Burnside. Sykes’ and Humphreys’ were held ready for any emergency, but were not called to active
operations. The heavy batteries had expended their ammunition, and
did not receive a supply until the 19th. Morell’s division, on reporting
to General Burnside, relieved his corps, which was at once recalled from
its position in front of Antietam Bridge.
At an early hour on the 19th it was discovered that the enemy had
nearly evacuated Sharpsburg, and the Fifth with other corps was directed
to take up a position in line beyond the town, but afterward ordered
to pursue the enemy and give aid to the cavalry brigade, then in
advance. I found that the enemy, pressed by Pleasonton, had crossed
the river, and was holding the right bank, defending the fords with
artillery well posted. I determined to clear the fords, and, if possible, secure some of the enemy’s artillery. With this view I caused the banks
of the river and canal to be well lined with skirmishers and sharpshooters, supported by portions of their respective divisions (Morell’s
and Sykes’), while their artillery and that of the reserve was posted to
control the opposite bank.
While these were driving from their guns the cannoneers and horses,
and silencing the fire of the infantry, an attacking party from Griffin’s and
Barnes’ brigades, composed of the Fourth Michigan and parts of the One
hundred and eighteenth Pennsjdvania and the Eighteenth and Twentysecond Massachusetts Eegiments, volunteers for the occasion, wasformed
under the immediate direction of General Griffin, and moved across the
river in face of a warm fire from the enemy’s infantry.
Through some
misunderstanding, an order for Sykes to move over a similar party
their

—
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not reach him. His skirmishers, under the immediate direction of
Colonel Warren, were busy keeping down the fire of the enemy’s infantry, and with tlie artillery effectually prevented the enemy’s cannoneers from manning their guns.
Darkness concealed the movements of the enemy and enabled them
to remove a portion of their artillery before our attacking party scaled
the heights. The result of the day’s action was the capture of 5 pieces,
2 caissons, 2 caisson bodies, 2 forges, and some 400 stand of arms also
1 battle-fiag. Our loss was small in numbers.
Some excellent officers
and men were killed and wounded. The party was recalled during the
night, and the whole command bivouacked within reach of the fords.
Cavalry having been directed to cross the river at daybreak and the
commander to co-o])erate with me in an advance, I directed Generals
Morell and Sykes to cross about 7 a. m. on the 20th their divisions, preceding their main columns by advanced guards thrown well forward on
the roads to Shepherdstown and Charlestown. About 8 a. m. I was informed by General Sykes that the skirmishers of his advanced guard
(cavalry not having then crossed) had met the enemy advancing in large
I directed the recall at once of this force,
force on the Charlestown road.
and proceeded immediately to the ford, over which I found rapidly returning such of the cavalry as had crossed. Seeing the small force of infantry
on the opposite bank (two brigades of Sykes’ and a part of one of Morell’s),
and the impossibility of getting over and forming sufficient force in timc^
to meet the attack, I ordered all to withdraw and take shelter within the
canal, which afforded admirable protection and means of using effectually
our own fire. At the same time the hills immediately on the banks of
the river were well lined with skirmishers, and the artillery, well posted,
commenced playing on the advancing foe. Under cover of our guns the
whole command recrossed with little injury except to the One hundred
and eighteenth Pennsylvania Volunteers, a small portion of which became confused early in the action. Their arms (spurious Enfield rifles*)
were so defective that little injury could be inflicted by them upon the
enemy. Many of this regiment, new in service, volunteered the previous evening, and formed part of the attacking party which gallantly
crossed the river to secure the enemy’s artillery. They have earned a
good name which the losses of the day did not diminish.
The attacking column was from a part of Jackson’s corps, the main
portion of which lay concealed in the adjacent woods. The Toss of the
enemy that day is not known. Under the fire of the artillery and a portion of the infantry which was poured into his advancing columns, it must
have been heavy.
Some of the guns from which the enemy had been driven the day previous by the combined fire of the corps artillery and infantry, and whose
supports were routed the evening previous, were secured and brought
(Griffin’s),
to this side. I am pleased to be able to state that Company
Fifth Artillery, regained one of its guns lost at the first battle of Bull
Pun, and will retain it with the permission of the major-general comreturn of ordnance captured accompanies this report; also
manding.
a list of casualties.!
I respectfully refer to the reports of Brigadier-General Sykes and
Colonel Hays and their respective brigade and battery commanders for
the details of the operations of their commands, and to commend to the
(lid

;

D

A

*

These defective arms had been reported to the General-in-Chief, hut
them had failed.— Note on original report.

replace
t

Embodied

in revised statements,

i)p. 194,

204.
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major-general commanding and to the Government the recommendations for promotion well earned by each on these as well here as on
other fields of battle.
I desire to express my thanks to Brigadier- General Hunt, chief of
artillery, for services rendered voluntarily, and to Captain Ingraham,
Fourteenth Infantry, on provost duty at headquarters Army of the

Potomac, who volunteered and accompanied the storming party on the
19th ultimo.
As soon as the reports of other commanders are received I shall take
pleasure in bringing to notice the names of many other officers of my
own command conspicuous for their 'gallant services.
I desire to call attention to the generous and brave conduct of a citizen, reported by Captain Graham, who took from under the fire of the
enemy^s artillery the wounded of Captain Graham’s battery.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. J. POETER,
Major-General^ Commanding.
Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Asst. Adjt. Gen.., JECdqrs.

Army of

the

Potomac.

[Addenda.]

Itinerary of the Fifth Army Corps, from ISeptember 1

to

November 21, 1862.*

September 1, the corps marched to Fairfax Court-House and Flint
which latter place it arrived at 10 a. m., September 2, and left
at 3 p. m. for Chain Bridge.
September 3, arrived and encamped at Minor’s and Hall’s Hills, by
order of General McClellan, till September 6, on which evening Sykes’
division marched to Rockville, and Morell’s to Upton’s Hill and the
Seminary. The latter marched to Arlington on the 0th, and on the 12th
to Leesborough, en route to the Army of the Potomac, near Frederick.
September 16, joined the main army. Sykes’ division. Reserve Artillery, and Morell’s division were again united, and were engaged in
the battle of Antietam. Humphreys’ division joined on the 18th, and on
the 19th the corps was engaged with the enemy near Shepherdstown,
and captured six guns and much ordnance material.
October 16 and 17, 6,000 men, under command of General Humphreys, made a reconnaissance from the vicinity of Shepherdstown,
Va., to near Leetown, Va.
The command returned on the 17th.
On October 30, left Sharpsburg, Md., at 7 p. m., and encamped near
Hillsborough, Va., about 6 p. m. on the 31st.
November 2, left camp near Harper’s Ferry and marched to SuickHill, at

ersville.

November
November
November
November
November
November
November

and marched to Middleburg.
encamped hear White Plains.
8, left White Plains and encamped near New Baltimore.
9, marched to camp near Warrenton, Va.
17, from camp near Warrenton to Warrenton Junction.
18, from Warrenton Junction to Spotted Farm.
19, from camj) near Spotted Farm to camp near Hartwood
5, left Snickersville
6,

Court-House, Va.

November 21, marched from camp near Hartwood to camp near Potomac Greek, Va.
From

returus for September, October, aud November.

'

:
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Report of Lieut. Col. William Hays, If. S. Army., comynanding Artillery
Reserve., of the battle of Antietam and sMrmish at BlaehforWs or Boteler^’s
Ford.

Headquarters Artillery Reserve,
Camp near

Sharpsburg, Md., September 30, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report:
Early on the morning of the 16th instant I placed Captains Taft’s and
Langner’s and Lieutenant Yon Kleiser’s and Lieutenant Wever’s batteries of 20 -pounder Parrott guns in position on a hill in rear of and near
the bridge over the Antietam Creek, the position being in rear of and
about the center of our line of battle. Soon after getting into position
the enemy opened upon us a heavy fire from several guns. The firing
was returned, and kept up briskly until the enemy stopped firing and
withdrew his guns. In this engagement Major Arndt, commanding
the First Battalion, New York Artillery, was mortally wounded (died
on the 18th) while j)ersonally assisting at one of the guns. During the
remainder of this day there was occasional firing, and about sunset our
guns were brought to bear on the enemy’s troops in front of General
Hooker’s command.
Some time in the afternoon Captain Taft’s and
Lieutenant Yon Kleiser’s batteries were moved to the heights some distance to the left. Lieutenant Hazlett’s battery, I), Fifth Artillery, was
placed at daylight on the 17th in the position occupied the previous day

by Captain

Taft’s battery.
early in the morning of the 17th, until late in the afternoon, Captains Taft’s and Langner’s, Lieutenants Yon Kleiser’s, Wever’s, and Hazlett’s batteries fired at the enemy’s batteries and troops whenever and
wherever it could be done without risk to our own troops. These batteries were well served and the fire very effective. On the 19th, Captain
Kusserow’s and Captain Langner’s batteries were engaged firing across
the Potomac. Captains Gibson’s, Robertson’s, Tidball’s, and Lieutenant
Hains’ batteries of horse artillery served with General Pleasonton’s com-

From

mand.

Lieutenants Benjamin’s and Muhlenberg’s and Captain Edwards’

batteries were on duty with General Burnside’s army. Lieutenant But-

battery with General Couch, and Yan Reed’s with General Sykes.
Captain Graham’s battery, K, First Artillery, was sent by General
Porter to General Richardson’s division. The battery was actively and
warmly engaged and did good service. His loss in men, horses, and
material was very great. For a more detailed account of the services
of this battery, I call attention to his report, herewith transmitted.
Lieutenant Miller’s battery, G, Fourth Artillery, was on the 17th
ordered to join General Sykes’ division, but was not engaged with the
enemy. All the officers acted with judgment. and coolness, and the men
were active and efficient. The behavior of all, both officers and men,
was highly praiseworthy. The members of my staff. Dr. Gouley, medical
director; Captains Sappington and Swift, assistant commissaries; Captain Suydam, quartermaster; Lieutenant Brownson, acting assistant
adjutant-general, and Lieutenant Gilliss, conductor of ambulances, all
performed their respective duties well and efficiently.
The following is a list of the company officers present at the battle,
ler’s

viz

Battery K, First Artillery, Capt. W. M. Graham, commanding batFirst Lieuts. S. S. Elder and W. M. Maynadier; Second Lieut. T.
Yon Michalowski.
tery

;
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Battery G, Fourth Artillery, Lieut.
tery; Lieut. G. Dickenson.
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Miller,

comruaudiug bat-

Fifth New York Battery, Capt. E. D. Taft, commanding battery;
First Lieut. T. Henderson, Second Lieut. J. P. Denike.
Battery A, First New York Artillery, First Lieut. Bernhard Wever,
commanding battery; Second Lieut. Bernhard Kohans.
Battery B, First New York Artillery, First Lieutenant Yon Kleiser,
commanding battery; Second Lieut. Charles Hausmann.
Battery 0, First NeAv York Artillery, Capt. E. Langner, commanding
battery; Second Lieutenant [Michael] Lang.
Battery D, First New York Artillery, Capt. Charles Kusserow, commanding battery; Second Lieut. Gustave C. Blitsher, Second Lieut.
George Gaston, Second Lieut. Adolph Eeikert, First New York Artillery; Second Lieutenant [F. G.] Moller, acting adjutant.
I respectfully recommend Captain Graham and First Lieutenant Elder
for promotion by brevet for their conduct in the battle of the 17th
instant.

WILLIAM HAYS,
Lieutenant-Colonel,

Commanding

Lieut. Col. Fred. T. Locke,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Fifth

No.

Army

Artillery Reserve.

Corps.
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Report of Capt. William M. Graham, Battery K, First U.
the battle of Antietam.

Camp near Sharpsburg,
General

S. Artillery,

Md., October

4,

of

1862.

have the honor to submit the following report of the
participation of Light Battery K, First Artillery, under my command,
in the action of the 17th September at the Antie'tam:
In obedience to your orders, I reported to Brigadier-General Richardson, commanding a division in Major-General Sumner’s army corps,
about noon. I was informed by General Richardson that his division
was heavily pressed by a large force of the enemy’s infantry and one
battery, and by his direction came into position on the plowed ground
occupied by General Meagher’s brigade in the morning. Here I engaged
one of the enemy’s brass batteries at 700 yards, silenced, and drove him
away in about ten minutes. At this time two heavy columns of the
enemy’s infantry moved upon the battery, getting within a few hundred
yards of my guns before being discovered, by approaching through a
heavy corn-field. A heavy fire of spherical case and shell was opened
upon these troops immediately, which in a short time drove them from
the field, with great slaughter, to the woods in their rear.
A very sharp fire of shot, spherical case, and shell was now opened
upon my battery by two of the enemy’s batteries of rifled guns, one of
which enfiladed me. I returned this fire as rapidly as possible, but
after firing some twenty minutes found that they were beyond my range,
my solid shot falling short several hundred yards, and having called
General Richardson’s attention to this fact, was told by him that he
wished me to save the battery as much as possible, in order that it
might advance with his division at a signal then expected from MajorGeneral Sumner. While communicating this to me, General Richard:

I
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son was mortally wounded by a ball of a spherical case from the battery enfilading mine. After this I continued my fire some five minutes,
and then retired over the crest of the hill to a point 200 yards in rear
of my first position. I then returned and brought off two of my caissons, which were necessarily left at first, the horses being all killed,
and iaving brought all the wounded off, I replaced the limbers of the
pieces and sent two caissons to the ammunition supply-train, to be refilled.

My loss in this engagement was 4 men killed, 5 severely wounded,
17 horses killed, and 6 horses wounded severely, some of which will
probably die of the effects of their wouuds. The officers and men beliaved, without an exception, with perfect coolness; and I beg leave to
mention particularly Lieutenants Elder, Maynadier, Michalowski, First
Sergeant Cooney, Sergeants Began and Boyd, and Corporal Walsh.
Lieutenant Elder served his section with remarkable effect, and was
principally instrumental in silencing the battery first engaged. His
conduct, under an extraordinarily heavy fire, was cool and gallant in
Lieutenant Maynadier returned with First Sergeant
the extreme.
Cooney and brought off the two caissons, under a heavy artillery fire.
Lieutenant Michalowski for a long time served one of his pieces with
but one cannoneer, alternating with this man in loading and firing.
Some of my fuses, cut for 5 seconds, burst at the muzzle of the guns.
In closing this report I feel called upon to mention the conduct of a
who resides near the battle-field. This gentlecitizen, a Mr.
man drove his carriage to my battery while under a severe artillery fire,
and carried off my wounded, who were suffering very much for the
want of proper surgical attendance, and distributed ham and biscuit
among the men of the battery. He also returned a second time to the
battery. One of his horses was wounded while performing this service.
On the 18th the battery was not engaged. Brigadier-General Hancock, who relieved Brigadier-General Bichardson, directed me to procure forage for my horses and have them cared for. On the morning
of the 19th General Hancock relieved me from duty with his command,
and ordered me to report to Colonel Hays, commanding Artillery BeBy Colonel Hays’ order I proceeded to the camp, immediately
serve.
in the vicinity of Sharpsburg.
I am, general, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
.

,

WM.

M.

GBAHAM,

Captain First Artillery^ Commanding Battery K,
Col.

T. Looke,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Headguarters Fifth

Fred.

Army

Corps,

FTo. 87.

Report of Capt. John B.

Isler, First JJ. 8. Sharpshooters, of sTcirmish at
Blackford?s or Boteler-s Ford,

Camp near Sharpsburg, Md., October 14, 1862.
have the honor to submit the following report concerning
the part taken by the regiment under my command in the skirmish of
the 19th September:
At about 2 p. m. of the 19th September we were ordered to the front
of our division, then marching through Sharpsburg, when I received
verbal instructions from General Morell to form a line of skirmishers

Major

:

I
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toward the river Potomac, and wait for further orders from General
Porter. This had been done, when General Porter sent a written order
to me to keep my command well concealed, and not to begin firing until
he opened with the heavy batteries to our right unless the enemy should
limber up. Having my skirmishers advanced as far as practicable and
our artillery commencing firing, I also gave the command to fire, which
at the beginning was briskly returned by the enemy^s sharpshooters.
It was about 5.30 p. m. when one of my officers announced to me that
General Porter had ordered us to find a ford to cross the river and
repulse the enemy at any hazard. This order was conveyed to us by
Colonel Barnes. I then ordered to cease firing and advance. Owing
to the extent of my line of skirmishers, only part of my command received the notice, and with it (about 60 men) I advanced. When in the
canal which runs parallel with the river Potomac, the Fourth Michigan
Volunteer- Eegiment marched down and acted as our support while we
forded the river. The river being unknown to us, we found a ford with

some difficulty. The enemy’s musketry was very sharp during the
crossing over, but occasioned only a loss of 4 men, as he was evidently
retreating before us. While we were crossing, the Fourth Eegiment
Michigan Volunteers rendered us efficient support by firing volleys over
our heads. My men as they crossed also fired several volleys. After
we had crossed, the Fourth Michigan followed us, and when on the other
side we jointly advanced up the bluff in front, where we expected to
stay for the night.
established our i)icket lines, when two prisoners
were brought in, one of them calling himself courier to General Hood,
whose brigade, he stated, was in our proximity. This prisoner I sent
under guard to General Porter. After about one hour I was ordered to
withdraw my command and to recross the river, where we camped for
the night.
My men behaved well. Of those who especially distinguished themselves I have to mention First Lieutenant E^ash, whose company constituted the larger part of the body of skirmishers and who was most
instrumental in urging the men to attempt the crossing, and Lieut, (now
Capt.) W. W. Winthrop, who in leading the line was the first to set
foot on Virginia soil. As to the exact list of killed and wounded, I beg
leave to refer you to the documents already sent to you on the 21st of

We

September.
I am, major, your most obedient servant,
JOHl!^ B. ISLEE,
Captain, Commanding First Regiment U. S. Sharpshooters.
Maj. Francis S. Earle,
Assistant Adjutant- General, General MorelVs Division.

m.

88
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Report of Col. James Barnes, Eighteenth Massachusetts Infantry, commanding First Brigade, First Division, of action near Shepherdstown.

Hdqrs. First Brigade, Morell’s Division, Fifth Corps,
September 25, 1862.

Ma.tor: I have the honor to submit the following report of the action
of Saturday last, the 2()th September, on the opposite side of the Potomac, between this brigade and a very large force of the enemy;

:
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On the morning of the 20th instant I received from division headquarters the following order:
Headquarters

Diyisios,, eptemher 20 , 1862

.

Colonel Barnes,

Commanding First Brigade
Colonel: In pursuance of orders from headquarters of the corps, the commanding
general directs that you push your brigade across the river to Shepherdstown and
vicinity, and report what is to be found there.

By command

of Major-General Morell
F. S.

EARLE,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

In obedience to this order, I crossed the river at Blackford’s Ford at
about 9 o’clock a. m., the brigade, consisting of the Eighteenth Massachusetts, Twenty-fifth New York, Thirteenth New York, One hundred
and eighteenth Pennsylvania, First Michigan, Twenty-second Massachusetts, and Second Maine Eegiments, numbering in all 1,711 men,
including officers, some of the regiments having been very much reduced.
As soon as the Eighteenth Massachusetts had crossed the ford, it was
drawn up in order on the road running below the bluffs toward Shepherdstown, under the command of Major Hayes.
At this moment, and before the other regiments had crossed, Brigadier-General Sykes, who had previously crossed the river, and whose
command consisted, as I was informed, of about 800 men, then in advance toward the west, came to me with the information that the
enemy were in strong force about 2 miles in his front; that he had sent
his aide forward to ascertain the facts in the case, and desired me to
remain until his aide returned, in order to afford him support if the
report should turn out to be true.
I informed him that my orders
required me to go to Shepherdstown, but that if he would give me
an order to remain I would do so. He accordingly gave me the order
for that purpose, and desired that Major Hayes, with the Eighteenth
Massachusetts, then drawn up in the road, should take position near
but below the top of the ridge, which ran in its general direction parMajor Hayes immediately proceeded
allel to the road and on the left.
to occupy that position. The Twenty-fifth New York, Colonel Johnson,
and the Thirteenth New York, Colonel Marshall, having crossed and
formed in the road, were directed to take a similar position on the right
of Major Hayes, but to reach which it was necessary to pass beyond
the ravine by which the Eighteenth Massachusetts had ascended to
another ravine a few rods distant, the interval forming a rocky bluff*
nearly perpendicular, up which it was impracticable to advance.
By this time the One hundred and eighteenth Pennsylvania, Colonel
Prevost, had crossed the ford and formed in the road. They were
directed to follow the Thirteenth and Twenty-fifth New York, and to take
a similar position below the top of the ridge and to their left. They
accordingly followed those regiments, and came into line below the top
of the ridge, as directed. The remaining regiments of the brigade,
namely, the First Michigan, Capt. E. W. Belton commanding, the
Twenty-second Massachusetts, under the command of Lieut. Col. W. S.
Tilton, and the Second Maine, Col. C. W. Roberts, were directed to
ascend the ravine by which the Eighteenth Massachusetts had ascended,
and to form in a similar manner below the top of the ridge, the two former on the right and the latter on the left of Major Hayes, who was
already posted there. These movements were all promptly executed,
and in good order. The brigade being then in position, and suitably
protected by the ground in front, skirmishers were advanced to the
t
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liout, and immediately commenced firing upon those of the enemy, who
by this time had advanced within musket range, and were deployed
along their whole front in large numbers and at very short intervals.

The information respecting the advance of the enemy as at first
received was to the effect that the enemy were advancing from the left
of the position occupied by my brigade. It was, however, soon perceived that he was not only approaching with a greatly superior force
from that direction, but that they were also in equal numbers advancing
on our front and on our right. Springing as it were from the bushes
and corn-fields which had concealed them to this time, and making their
first appearance within short musket range, a rapid and vigorous fire
commenced immediately, and, notwithstanding the vastly superior numbers of the enemy, every man stood his ground firmly, and the line exhibited an undaunted front.
The action now becoming general, it was apparent that the greatly
superior force of the enemy would make it necessary for us to retire.
The batteries on the opposite side of the river having been brought into
position, opened a heavy fire with good effect upon the enemy, though,
from the close proximity of the contending forces, it was difficult for
them to avoid some damage to our own troops. Some of their shot and
shell struck in our rear, and some of the casualties of the day may be
attributed to that source.
It was soon perceived that the command of General Sykes on our
left was retiring, and they had reached nearly to the foot of the hill
when I received orders to retire in good order, and to recross the river.
I immediately gave the necessary orders to fall back to the regiments
posted, as above described, on the left of the brigade, where I then was,
and at once dispatched the orderly to convey the same instructions to
those upon the right of the line. I immediately followed him to prevent mistake. On my way thither I met Colonel Prevost, of the One
hundred and eighteenth Pennsylvania, retiring from the field, disabled
by a severe wound in the shoulder. I passed rapidly on to the ground
occupied by his regiment, and repeated the orders to retire in good
order.
This order had already been communicated to them by Lieutenant Davis, my aide.
The regiment, then under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Gwyn,
had commenced falling back, but, owing to their large numbers and the
uneven character of the ground, not without some degree of confusion.
Lieutenant Colonel Gwyn, although deprived of the assistance of the
colonel of the regiment, and laboring under the disadvantage of having
under his command a regiment but little drilled, succeeded in withdrawing them from their perilous position, not without loss, indeed, but in a
manner creditable to himself and to the character of his command, both
of officers

and men,

for

courage and coolness.

They had advanced

in

the excitement of the contest from the cover of the ridge where they had
first formed in line, and were exposed to a galling fire from the enemy,
who were protected by a ravine in front of them. The brigade being thus
withdrawn, the several regiments recrossed the river in good order, and
with but little loss in crossing.
few, however, were fatally wounded
on the passage.
After crossing, the brigade was reformed in rear of the Second Brigade
upon this side of the river, but after remaining in this position for the
greater part of the day, and no further attempts being made by the
enemy with the view of crossing, the several regiments withdrew to
their respective encampments.
it is difficult to do full justice to the gallantry displayed by both
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and iiieii on this occasion witbout appearing to overstate it.
Finding themselves suddenly and unexpectedly attacked by a force so
vastly superior, there was no sign of intimidation on the part of any one,
officers

and when the order to retire was given it was received with evident
disappointment.
I have already submitted in detail the loss in killed, wounded, and
missing, to which I beg leave to refer.
summary of the list shows
as follows 92 killed, 131 wounded, and 103 missing.
With much respect, your obedient servant,

A

:

JAMES BAENES,
Colonel^

Maj.

Francis

S.

Commanding Brigade,

Earle,

Assistant Adjutant- General,

E-o. 89.

Report of Lieut. Col, James Gwyn, One hundred and eighteenth Pennsylvania Infantry, of action near Shepherdstown.

Hdqs. 118 th Eebiment Pennsylvania Volunteers,

Camp near Sharpshurg, Md., September 30, 1862.
Lieutenant In accordance with instructions, I have the honor to
make the following report of this regiment in the action of Saturday,
:

20th instant:
Early on Saturday, 20th September, while in camp at this place, the
regiment, under command of Colonel Prevost, was ordered to be in readiness to march with the brigade, and, with entire force of officers and
men of 737, at about 8 o’clock a. m. took up the line of march in rear of
Thirteenth ISTew York, down the ravine, and forded the Potomac Eiver
at Blackford’s Ferry, when the column filed to the right, and after
marching about 300 yards was halted, and about 9 o’clock a. m. the
One hundred and eighteenth was ordered to file left uii a ravine and
form line of battle on the top of a bluff, and under cover, supported on
the right by Thirteenth and Twenty-fifth Eegiments New York, and
on the left by First Michigan, Twenty-second and Eighteenth Massachusetts, and Second Maine Eegiments. Owing to the nature of the
ground the regiment came in line in right by file. Seven companies
only had got in line when firing was heard on our right flank, and on
advancing in line to the crest of the hill, we found the enemy advancing
Colonel Prevost posted in perin heavy force in front and on our left.
son the three left companies to meet a flank movement of the enemy on
a knoll on the left of the regiment, who became almost immediately
engaged with the enemy; about the same time the right was fired on
from a heavy force in front, and commenced by my orders to fire by
Owing to the worthlessness of our pieces (condemned Enfield),
file.
not more than 50 per cent, of which could be discharged, the line began
to waver, when Colonel Prevost advanced with the colors to the front,
and was almost immediately severely wounded by a rifle shot from the
enemy, and went to the rear.
The command now devolving upon me, and the enemy threatening us
in front, I rallied, with the assistance of Maj. C. P. Herring, about 200
men, and charged over the slope of the hill in front, where a heavy fire
was poured on us from the left. I fell back under the brow of the hill
with my command, and reformed with the intention of repeating the

:
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charges. At this moment one regiment of the enemy, with colors disidayed, crowned the hill on our left and commenced firing on us. I
ordered a fire to the left in response, and was going through the line
pointing out the proper direction for the fire, when Adjutant Perot, of
my regiment, came to me and said hy Colonel Barnes’ order I was to
withdraw the regiment and retreat in good order, our right and left flanks
being both turned. Our only way of retreat was over the bluff, and it
was very precipitous. I sent word along the line to fall back, get into
the road, and retreat across the river. On getting on the road under
the bluff', we were immediately fired on by the enemy from the summit,
with great effect.
The regiment crossed at the dam opposite the ferry under a galling
fire of the enemy, and reformed about 2 p. m. in the same camp vacated
in the morning.
The loss on this first essay of the regiment in killed, wounded, and
missing was 277.* I have furnished a detailed list of the casualities, to
which I have the honor to refer you.
I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES GWYN,
Lieut, Col.^

Commanding

118t7fc

Pennsylvania Volunteers.

W. S. Davis,
A. B.C. and A. A, A. Gen. First Brig. MoreWs Biv.,

Lieut.

Porter^s Fifth

Army

Corps.

Ko.

90.

Griffin^ JJ. S. Army., commanding Second
Brigade, First Bivision, of operations September 17-27, including shirmish at BlachforWs or BoteleVs Ford.

Report of Brig. Gen. Charles

Headquarters Second Brigade,
October

fi,

1862.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of the Second Brigade, in comjjliance with the above order
On the 17th the brigade was not in action. About 4 p. m. an order
was received from Major-General Porter to move to the support of
General Franklin’s command. The brigade moved about half a mile to
the right, where it was halted, together with the Third Brigade, same
division, by General McClellan, with directions to remain there until
further orders, and returned to the j)osition occupied in the morning,
just before sunset, by direction of the general commanding, and encamped
for the night.

On

the morning of the 18th the brigade

moved and occupied a

posi-

tion in rear of General Burnside’s forces, where it remained until the
morning of the 19th, when it took up its march in the direction of Shei)herdstown, arriving in position near that place about 1 o’clock p. m.
The enemy occupying the oi)posite side of the river with artillery and
sharpshooters, the Fourth Michigan Eegiment w^as moved forward as
skirmishers and to drive the enemy from the banks. Our artillery,

having been massed, opened a sharp fire on the euemy’s guns, causing
to abandon them.
By direction of Major-General Porter, the
Fourtli Michigan was ordered to cross the river and take them. This

him

But

see revised statement, p. 204.
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duty was handsomely performed, the regiment, about 300 strong, fording the river (some 300 yards in width and 3 feet in depth) in face of
the enemy^s infantry fire, and forming on the opposite side, advancing
and delivering its fire with such effect and determination as to cause
the brigade opposing it to fall back in great confusion.
It was now getting quite dark, and the regiment only succeeded in
finding two pieces of artillery and several caissons, or parts of caissons.
After remaining on the ppposite bank some two or three hours it was
recalled.
The regiment lost 1 man killed (Corpl. John Gordon) and 7

men wounded.
The next morning (the 20th), as soon as it was light enough to see,
the Fourth Michigan and Sixty-second Pennsylvania crossed the rirer
with some horses from Battery D, Fifth Artillery, commanded by First
Lieutenant Hazlett, and brought back three guns, several caissons, and
one battle-flag, picked up on the field, returning to camp about 8 o’clock
On the 21st, 23d, and 24th two more pieces, several caissons,
a. m.
and two forges were brought into camp from the other side of the river,
the enemy having been compelled to leave them here and there through
the woods, in the fields, and along the roads, and some 300 stand of
small-arms.
On the 27th, four regiments of the brigade, not far from 2,000 strong,
crossed the river as guard to three mule teams, for the purpose of
obtaining hay, by order of Major-General Morell, commanding division,
but nothing of importance occurred, the command returning in the
afternoon, having succeeded in safely escorting the three wagons back
with small loads of hay.
Nothing save the usual guard and picket duty occurred from this
date up to the period calling for the operations of the Second Brigade.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CHAS. GEIFFIN,
Brigadier- General^

Commanding Second Brigade.

Maj. Francis S. Earle,
Assistant Adjutant- General., MorelVs Division.

No. 91.
Report of Brig. Gen. George Sylces^ TJ. 8. Army., commanding Second Division., of the battle of Antietam, sMrmish at BlachforWs or Boteler^s Ford,
and action near Shepherdstown.

Headquarters Sykes’

Division,
near Sharpsburg, Md., September 30, 1862.
Sir: My division left Middletown about 10 a. m. on the 15th instant,
crossed the South Mountain, and, reaching the east bank of the Antietam River, took position behind some hills on the left of the turnpike
leading direct to Sharpsburg. My skirmishers were thrown at once to
the front and occupied the crest of the river bank. The batteries were
massed in rear of Buchanan’s brigade. Some apprehension being entertained that the enemy would destroy the bridge over the Antietam,
the officer in command of the skirmishers was directed to watch it
closely and frustrate any attempt thus made.
Early on the 16th Weed’s and Benjamin’s batteries (3-inch and 20pounders) were established on the heights behind which my infantry
lay, and opened a lively cannonade upon such of the enemy as could
be seen. The return fire ranging near Warren’s camp, I inoved his
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brigade and KandoPs battery farther to the left, occui)ying a piece of
woods and covering the approaches in the direction of Harper’s Ferry.
This brigade subsequently connected with Burnside’s corps on their
During the day the fire of the enemy’s sharpshooters and his
left.
scattering shot and shell were the only annoyances we received.
On the 17th some light batteries and cavalry, under General Pleasonton, were thrown across the Antietam via the turnpike bridge. Their
position being one of great exposure, and General Pleasonton desiring
some infantry to protect his guns, I sent the battalion of the Second
and Tenth U. S. Infantry, under Gapt. J. S. Poland, Second Infantry, to
Subsequently, the ammunition of Pleasonton’s batteries
his support.
having been exhausted, I was ordered to relieve his guns by my own,
and accordingly (against my judgment) sent Eandol’s and Yan Eeed’s
batteries across the Antietam, and with them four additional battalions
of regular infantry, under the command of Capt. H. Dryer, Fourth InEandol, finding his horses exposed to the enemy’s sharpfantry.
shooters and his position untenable, very i^roperly withdrew his battery.
Yan Eeed was posted farther to the right. The battalion of the Second
and Tenth Infantry was thrown forward as skirmishers, and, occupying
a line far in advance of our artillery, compelled the cannoneers of the
rebel battery to leave their guns. Few in number and unsupported,
we were unable to bring them off. Soon after the enemy recovered
them by the advance of a large infantry force. Dryer’s infantry and
Yan Eeed’s battery were held across the Antietam until dark, when
both were withdrawn to the east bank. The remainder of my division
was unengaged on the 17th. The troops under Captain Dryer behaved
in the handsomest manner, and, had there been an available force for
their support, there is no doubt he could have crowned the Sharpsburg
crest.

the 18tb of September my command continued in position on the
bank of the Antietam. On the 19th the division and batteries
moved through Sharpsburg and bivouacked near the Potomac opposite
Blackford’s Ford.
Skirmishers were thrown out in front of each
brigade and a desultory fire maintained with those of the enemy on the
Yirginia side. In the course of the day, Weed’s battery was brought
within easy range of the enemy’s cannon covering the ford, and had
the satisfaction of driving his gunners off, compelling the abandonment
of several pieces, which subsequently fell into our hands.
On the 20th I was directed to cross the Potomac with a brigade and
push it on the Charlestown road. I immediately put Major Lovell,
Tenth Infantry, commanding Second Brigade, in motion, and, passing
with him to the Yirginia side, caused skirmishers to be deployed and
the brigade to advance. I was also informed that cavalry had or would
precede me in this movement. That arm of the service did not, how-

On

east

my

ever, reach the Yirginia shore until
i)ickets were in close proximity
to the advancing foe. Major Lovell occupied some woods a mile from
the river, and had scarcely done so when a dispatch from him gave the
intelligence that the enemy, about 3,000 strong, with artillery, was
rapidly approaching. I at once directed him to fall back slowly to the
crest of the river bank and hold it.
I then ordered the Second and Sixth U. S. Infantry to occupy a belt
of woods in front, sent for my Third Brigade, under Colonel Warren, to
cross, and regiments of Morell’s division, under Colonel Barnes, coming
over at this time, I requested the colonel to occupy the crest on the right
of the road leading from the river and to connect with Lovell’s right.
Tliese troops were making their way to Shepherdstown, to which point
the colonel informed me he had been ordered.
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In the mean time Colonel Warren crossed bis brigade, took post on
he left of Major Lovell, and covered his front with light troops. Weed,
Kandol, and Van Eeed, commanding batteries of my division, got in
position on the heights on the Maryland side, and opened a destructive
fire on the enemy, which impeded the advance of his masses and turned
his skirmishers above the ford in the direction of Shepherdstown.
Knowing that the Virginia side of the river was no place for troops
until a proper reconnaissance had been made, and several reijorts from
citizens inducing the belief that a large force of the enemy was moving
upon us, I expressed my opinion to General Porter, who, agreeing with
me, directed the immediate recrossing of the troops. Lovell and Warren effected the movement in excellent order and without loss. Colonel
Warren, on regaiuing the Maryland side, threw his brigade behind the
embankment of the canal, and occupied it until relieved the following
day.
In all these operations my batteries under Weed, Eandol, and Van
Eeed did most excellent service. Captain Weed was especially active
aud distinguished as usual. My actiftg brigadiers, Colonels Buchanan
and Warren and Major Lovell, were ever zealous and vigilant. The two
latter in a very delicate position on the 20th handled their troops with
great skill and success.
I desire to call the attention of the major-general to the services of
Captains Dryer, Fourth Infantry, Poland, Second Infantry, and Carlton, Fourth infantry, who were in command of the advance troops on
the 17th and 19th September. The two former were under a very severe
fire, and with extended lines of skirmishers protected bur artillery,
gained ground upon the enemy, and held it until ordered to withdraw.
My personal staff', Lieut. H. Cutting, Tenth Infantry, acting assistant adjutant-general; Lieuts. James A. Snyder, Third Infantry, and
George T. Ingham, Eleventh Infantry, aides-de-camp, gave me every
assistance possible, and were active and zealous.
Several cases of particular merit among non-commissioned officers
being mentioned by battalion commanders, I trust their claims to promotion may be regarded. This is not the first or second occasion in
which they have been noticed.
I inclose the reports of brigade, regimental, ‘and battery commanders,
and unite in the recommendations therein offered.
list of casualties accompanies this report.*
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
t

A

GEO. SYKES,
Brigadier- General

Commanding

Division.

Feed.

T. Locke,
Assistant Adjuta7it- General^ Fifth

Lieut. Col.

j

No.

92.

Army

Corps.

.

Report of Lieut. Alanson M. Eandol, Battery E, First U. 8. Artillery^ of
the battle of Antietanij and shirmish at Shepherdstown Ford {BlacJcford^s
or Botelerh Ford).

Aetillery Camp, Sykes^ Division,
Ifear Sharpshurg, Md., Septeinher

'

—

,

18G2.

Sir I have the honor to report that on the 16th instant I was ordered
by General Sykes to report to Colonel Warren, commanding Third
:

*

Embodied
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Brigade, to be posted by him, but was not engaged with the enemy
during the day. On the 17th I was ordered by General Sykes to report
to General Pleasonton, by whom I was directed to relieve Captain
Eobertson’s battery (B and L, Second Artillery), which was in position
in advance of the Antietam Greek and on the left of the Sharpsburg
road. As soon as possible I opened a fire of spherical case on the
flank of one of the enemy^s batteries, which, after a few rounds, retired to a-position beyond the range of my guns. Being somewhat
annoyed by the sharpshooters of the enemy, a portion of the Second
Infantry was deployed as skirmishers in advance of the battery and
drove them beyond range. As my position was an unfavorable one
for the use of artillery, on account of the nature gf the ground and its
proximity to a large corn-field and other covers, by means of which the
enemy could approach to within a very short range unperceiyed, and
as none of the enemy except pickets were visible, I reported for further
orders to General Pleasonton, and was ordered to return to my former
position, where I remained till the close of the engagement.
On the 19th one gun of my battery was engaged for a short time at
Shepherdstown Ford, and on the 20th the whole was placed in position
near the ford, but was not regularly engaged.
I lost neither men nor material during the various actions.
Yerv respectful! V, your obedient servant,
A. M. EANDOL,
First Lieutenant First Artillery^

Capt. S. H. Weed,
Fifth Artillery, Chief of Artillery,

Ko.

Sylces’’

Commanding

Battery,

Division,

93.

Report of Capt. Stephen H, Weed, Battery I, Fifth U, S. Artillery, of
the battle of Antietam, skirmish at BlacJcford'^s or Boteler\s Ford, and
action near Shepherdstown.

Ford of the PpTOMAC near Shepherdstown,
September 25,
Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the services
of my battery since the 15th instant:
On the evening of that date one section, under command of Lieutenant Watson, was in position to dislodge the advance skirmishers of the
enemy from the corn-field and wood on the height occupied by us the
next morning. On the IGth the battery was planted on a prominent
height near the center of our line, where it remained until the morning
of the 19th. Four 20-i)ouuder Parrott guns, commanded by Lieutenant Wever, were also placed under my orders by the chief of artillery,
and remained until I left. Some good practice was made by those
guns. On the 16th and during the battle of the 17th the batteries
under my command had several opportunities, which were improved,
of opening with effect upon the artillery and infantry of the enemy at
ranges varying from 1,200 to 2,500 yards. Nothing but case-shot was
at any time fired from my own guns.
On the 19th my battery was in position near the ford, and engaged
and silenced at least four guns opposed to it. It is believed that one
or two of these guns were abandoned by the enemy and taken by some
of our people the next day. It is a matter of slight consequence,
23 R R VOL XTX, PT I
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perhaps, that they are claimed by others, but no battery fought them
except my own.
On the 20th my guns commanded the opposite approaches to the
ford, and assisted to check the enemy in his attack upon our troops
who had crossed. I had a considerable body of his infantry under
my fire for several minutes at a distance of not more than 1,000 yards.
The fire was effective. Since the morning of the 20th I have held the
same position, but have had no occasion to fire a shot.
On the 19th I remounted a 10-pounder Parrott gun which had been
abandoned, and have since sent it to the general commanding the corps.
I furnished, to mount it, a spare limber, two wheels, and an axle.
Since the 15th instfint my battery has fired about 1,000 rounds, but
My officers and men have
it is believed it has not wasted ammunition.
behaved as usual well.
I am, sir, verv respectfullv, your obedient servant,

—

STEPHEN

H.

WEED,

Captain Fifth U. S. Artillery^ Commanding Battery
Lieut. Heyward Cutting!,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Sylces^ Division.

No.

I,

94.

Report of Lieut. William F. Van Feed, Battery K, Fifth JJ. 8. Artillery,
of operations September 11-22, including the battle of Antietam, sldrmish
at Blachford'’s or Boteler^s Ford, and action near Shepherdstown.

Sir
ments of

I

:

Camp near Sharpsburg, Md., September 24, 18G2.
have the honor to submit the following report of the move-

my battery (K, Fifth Artillery) since leaving Kockville, Md.
the 11th of September the battery marched from Kockville and
proceeded about 7 miles on the Frederick road.
arrived at Hyatts12th. Passed through Clarksburg about 11 a. m.
ville about 2 p. m.
13th. Marched from Hyattsville about G'a.m. passed through Urbana
at 9 arrived at Frederick at 4 p. m.
On

j

;

;

Marched to Middletown.
Marched about 6 miles passed a number

14th.
15th.

of the enemy’s dead
on the mountain.
One spoke of the wheel of
16th. In camp near the Antietam Creek.
the battery wagon was broken by a shot from the enemy.
17th. Went into position across the creek about 2 p. m. fired about
400 rounds at the enemy, and withdrew at dusk.
18th. Kemained in camp.
19th. Marched at 10 a. m. passed through Sharpsburg about 12 m.
One man was wounded (afterward died), and 2 horses had their legs
broken by a shot from the enemy.
20th. Went into position near the Potomac, and fired about 50 rounds
at the enemy.
;

;

;

21st.

22d.

Kemained in position.
Kemained in position.

I

have the honor

to remain, sir, yours, &c.,

WM.
Lieutenant,

E.

YAN KEED,

Commanding Battery K, Fifth

First Lieut. Heyward Cutting!,
Assistant Adjutant- General, General Syhes' Division.

Artillery.
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Report of Lieut. Col. Robert G. Buchanan^ Fourth U. S. Infantry., commanding First Brigade., of the battle of Antietam and skirmish at iShepherdstown Ford.

Headquarters First Brigade Eegular Infantry,
Gamp near

Sharpsburg, Md., September 26, 1862.

have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of the First Brigade, consisting of the Third and Fourth Infantry,
First and Second Battalions of the Twelfth, and First and Second Battalions of the Fourteenth, since leaving Middletown, Md., on the 15th
Sir

:

I

instant.

The brigade crossed South Mountain and reached Porterstown on
the 15th, and was placed in position in advance of that place on its
The Third Infantry was thrown out as skirmishers to cover the
arrival.
position. The next morning the Fourth was advanced to the bridge on
the turnpike to Sharpsburg crossing the Antietam, to hold it and prevent any attemiit of the enemy to destroy it, the Third being brought
back to the brigade. Three companies of the Fourth were thrown across
the bridge and deployed as skirmishers, the remaining companies being
posted on the left of it.
On the morning of the 17th the First Battalion of the Twelfth relieved
the Fourth, which then rejoined the brigade. In the afternoon the Fourth
and both battalions of the Fourteenth were sent across the bridge, under
the command of Capt. H. Dryer, commanding Fourth Infantry, who was
directed to take with him also the First Battalion of the Twelfth from
its position at the bridge, and to take command of any other regular
infantry that might be there, to support some batteries of artillery on
that side, under the command of Brigadier-General Pleasonton, VolunAt night this command was relieved by a porteers, which was done.
Durtion of Morell’s division of Volunteers, and rejoined the brigade.
ing the 18th the brigade remained in its first position in front and to
the left of Porterstown. On the 19th the brigade moved forward across
the bridge and through Sharpsburg to the bank of the Potomac, in purLieutenant Carlton, Fourth Infantry,
suit of the retreating enemy.
with two companies of that regiment, was moved forward in advance,
in order to ascertain whether any force of the enemy wa^ in our front,
but found none, though he succeeded in capturing several prisoners.
Detailed reports of the operations of the several i^ortions of the brigmle are herewith inclosed.
During the afternoon of the 16th many shot and shells were thrown
into the brigade, but they did no damage. The officers and men of my
command behaved, as usual, with coolness and courage, and are deserving of all praise for the cheerful manner in which their duties were
discharged.
To my staff*. First Lieut. S. Van Rensselaer, Twelfth Infantry, acting
aide de-camp, and Second Lieut. William H. Powell, Fourth Infantry,
acting assistant adjutant-general, my thanks are due for the cheerful
alacrity and coolness with Avhich they carried my orders to the different
portions of the brigade.
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
liOBT. 0.
TAcutenant- Colonel Fourth Infantry,

BUOHAXAN,

Commanding Brigade.

First Lieut. Heyavard Cutting,
Tenth Infantry, Acting Asst. Adjt. Gen., Sykes'' Division*
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Beport of Capt. John D.

Third U.
Antietam.

WilJcinSj

S.

Infantry^ of the battle of

Headquarters Third U. S. Infantry,
Camp near SJiarpsburg. Md., September

26, 1862.

In obedience to your instructions, I have the honor to report
that on our arrival at the Antietam Kiver the Third Eegiment ot Infantry was ordered forward as skirmishers, and deployed on the right
and left of the bridge crossing the same. We remained in that position all night and until relieved, about 10 a. m. on the 16th. The remainder of that day and the 17th we remained in position, as also on the
18th.
On the 19th moved forward with the brigade and passed through
Sharpsburg, and on the 20th reached the Potomac at our present en-

Sir

:

campment.
During the morning of the 16th the regiment was under a severe
fire from the enemy’s artillery, but I am happy to report no casualties.
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN D. WILKmS,
Captain Third Infantry^ Commanding Regiment,

William H. Powell,
Acting Asst. Adjt. Gen.j First Regular Brigade.

Lieut.

m.

97.

Report of Capt. Hiram Dryer Fourth U.
Antietam.

S. Infantry,

Camp near Sharpseuro,

of the battle of

Md., September

25, 1862.

Sir I have the honor to submit the following report of the part
that the Fourth Kegiment of Eegular Infantry took in the battle of
Antietam, on Tuesday and Wednesday, the 16th and 17th instant:
At about 7 o’clock a. m. of the 16th, I received an order from Colonel
Buchanan to march the regiment down to take possession of and hold
the bridge on the turnpike over the Antietam, distant from where we
had bivouacked for the night about 600 yards. On arriving within 200
yards of the bridge, we passed the last of the pickets belonging to the
Third Infantry, which were posted behind a stone wall in an orchard
to the left of the pike.
I here detached Lieutenant Buell, temporarily commanding Company
G, with his company, with orders to advance rapidly on the bridge,
which was done without opposition. I marched the remainder of tbe
regiment down, and made the following disposition of them
Companies B, G, K, and I were thrown across the bridge, and posted under
cover of a large barn on the left of the pike and under the bank on the
right, where we remained quiet for two or three hours, when it was
discovered that the enemy was advancing on our position with his
were thrown
pickets on both sides of the turnpike. Companies G and
out as skirmishers, one to the right and the other to the left of the pike,
with orders to hold the enemy’s pickets in check, if possible.
:

:

K
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It was about this time that the enemy commenced a vigorous shelling of our position and the batteries on the heights in our rear, which
lasted but a short time and did but little damage, wounding 1 sergeant,
1 corporal, and 3 privates, 2 of whom were wounded by the enemy^s

skirmishers.

The regiment was relieved by the First Battalion, Twelfth Infantry,
about sundown, and we returned to our old ground to bivouac for the
night. We remained on this ground until about 2 o’clock on Wednesday, when General Sykes gave me an order to cross the Antietam with
the Fourth and First Battalion of the Fourteenth, and to take command
of all the regular infantry of his division on that side of the creek, consisting in all of the Second and Tenth, commanded by Lieutenant Poland j Fourth, and First Battalion Twelfth, Captain Blunt; First Battalion Fourteenth, Captain Brown
and Second Battalion Fourteenth,
Captain McKibbin, and support certain batteries which were then under
the command of General Pleasonton, and to dislodge the enemy from
certain hay-stacks in a field on the right of the pike.
On arriving on the right of Lieutenant Poland’s command, which
was deployed as skirmishers, with his right resting on the pike and near
the crest of the hill that the batteries occupied, I ordered him to advance with his skirmishers to the left and front, and to take possession
of some hay-stacks situated in a field about 150 yards to the front and
about 400 yards to the left of the pike. I at the same time directed
Lieutenant Carlton to deploy the three leading companies of the
Fourth, G, I, and K, to the right of the pike, with his left resting on
the pike, and to advance near the crest of a hill, about 250 yards to the
front, using the remaining five companies of the regiment as his support.
I then ordered Captain Brown to march his battalion of the Fourteenth
in line of battle under cover of a hill, and Lieutenant Poland’s skirmishers to a fence near a lane running at right angles Avith the pike,
where he halted and put his men under coA^er.
I there received an order from Colonel Buchanan to draw in my
pickets, which I did about 75 yards, putting my whole line under
coA^er, where we remained until near sundown, when we received
an order to return to the other side of the Antietam, which we accomplished, about 7.30 o’clock, carrying in our dead and wounded.
The following is a list of the oificers present with the regiment during
the engagement: Capt. Hiram Dryer, commanding regiment; Asst.
Surg. J. K. Gibson, medical department; First Lieut. Caleb H. Carlton,
Company A, acting field officer First Lieut. Abner E. Benedict, commanding Company B; First Lieut. Thomas A. Martin, commanding
Company H; First Lieut. Alexander Carolin, commanding Company
F; First Lieut. AA^ery B. Cain, commanding Company I; First Lieut.
John L. Buell, commanding Company G Second Lieut. Alexander E.
Sheldon, commanding Company A Second Lieut. Eobert P. McKibbin,
commanding Company
Second Lieut. George M. Eandall, commanding Company C ; Second Lieut. Henry W. Patterson, Company D, acting
adjutant Second Lieut. Samuel T. Crowley, Company F; Second Lieut.
;

;

;

K

;

;

;

George

S.

Williams,

Very

Company

1.

respectfully.

HIEAM DEYEE,
Captain Fourth Infantry^ Commanding Regiment,

Second Lieut. William H. Poavell,
Adjutant Fourth Infantry^ Acting Asst, Adjt, Gen.
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98.

Report of Capt. Matthew M. Blunt, Tic elfth

TJ.

8. Infantry,

of Antietam.

Camp near Sharpsbueo,

September 25, 1862.

•

Sir Having been ordered to report on tbe operations of the First
Battalion Twelfth U. S. Infantry, since leaving Middletown on the 15th,
I have the honor to state that we continued our inarch, crossing the
range of mountains (Blue Eidge) by South Mountain Pass over the
battle-field of the previous day.
After going through the pass. General
Sykes’ division took up the advance. Colonel Buchanan’s brigade leading.
followed the enemy, and came up with him a short time before
sunset, our batteries exchanging shots with theirs, and their rear-guard
(infantry) showing itself, to dissolve as we advanced.
This was kept
up until dark, when the enemj^ had crossed the bridge over Antietam
Creek, on the Baltimore turnpike. On the following day (16th) our
artillery engaged that of the enemy, who shelled our brigade con:

We

siderably.
At 5 p. m. on the 16th the battalion was ordered to relieve the Fourth
Infantry in guarding the bridge over Antietam Creek, which it did
until about 12 m. on the following day (17th), when the tide of battle
uncovering the country on the other side of the bridge, our horse artillery and cavalry crossed the bridge at a gallop. The enemy opened a

very heavy fire of artillery on the artillery and cavalry crossing the
bridge, from which we lost 1 wounded (enlisted man). The sharpshooters of the enemy annoying Captain TidbalPs battery. General
Pleasonton asked me to advance a line of skirmishers to drive them
back, which was immediately done under command of Captain Winthrop. Shortly after, General Sykes ordered the battalion to advance
as a support to Tidball’s battery. This was done, skirmishers being
thrown out to the left of the battery.
The regular infantry on the field was at this lime under the command
of Captain Dryer, Fourth Infantry.
I received no further orders during the rest of the afternoon, and remained in the position assigned me until ordered to join the brigade at
about 7 p. m. Our loss w.as 1 killed and 3 wounded.
The following officers were jiresent guarding the bridge, and afterward on skirmish duty or supporting TidbalFs battery: Capt. M. M.
Blunt, commanding battalion; Capt. H. E. Eathbone, acting field officer,
commanding Company C; Capt. William Sergeant, commanding Company F Capt. Francis Wister, commanding Company G Capt. F. Win;

commanding Company B

;

First Lieut. M. H. Stacey, battalion
adjutant; Second Lieut. J. A. Duvillard, commanding Company H;
Second Lieut. T. H. Evans, commanding Company D; Second Lieut. E.
Second Lieut. T. D. Hrmston ; SecC. Allen, commanding Company
ond Lieut. E. H. Pond, commanding Company E. Acting Assistant
Surgeon Grant attended the battalion.
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
throp,

;

A

;

M. M.

BLUNT,

Captain Twelfth Infantry, Commanding First Battalion,
Lieut.

William

II.

Powell,

Acting Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Brigade, Regular Infantry.

;

:
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Nfo. 99.

Ee^ort of Capt. Thomas M. Anderson^ Twelfth U. S. Infantry^ of the
of Antietam.

battle

Gamp, Sykes^ Division,
Near Sharpsburg, Md., September 26, 1862.
Sir I have the honor to report that the battalion of the Eighth and
Twelfth Infantry marched from Middletown, Md., on the 16th of this
month, with your brigade, to Antietam Greek, near Sharpsbnrg. During the battle of Antietam we were held in reserve, and took no part in
the engagement or in the operations which immediately preceded or followed it. We therefore suffered no loss of officers or men.
The officers serving with the battalion at the time were Gaptains
Dallas and Dunn, of the Twelfth Lieuts. J. IS". Andrews, of the Eighth
Newbury, Perkins, Wells, Bootes, and Yanvalzah.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. M. ANDERSON,
Captain, Commanding Second Battalion Twelfth U, S. Infantry,
:

;

Lieut. William H. Powell,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Brig., Syhes’ Biv.,

Army

of the Potomac.

No. loo.
Report of Capt. W. Harvey Broivn, Fourteenth U.
battle of Antietam.

S. Infantry,

of the

Hdqrs. First Battalion Fourteenth Infantry,
Camp near Sharpsburg, Md., September 24, 1862.
Sir In compliance with instructions this day received, I have the
honor to report the part taken by the First Battalion, Fourteenth In•

:

fantry, in the recent battle

The battalion was first posted in line of battle at 6 p. m. on the 15th,
on the left of the Second Battalion, Fourteenth Infantry, and in rear of
the Second Battalion of the Twelfth Infantry. In this position I
bivouacked.

September 16, occupied the same ground under heavy artillery fire for
and remained in this position all day.
September 17, occupied the same ground under very heavy artillery
fire until 3 p. m., at which time I received orders to cross the Antietam
Greek in company with the Fourth Infantry, Gaptain Dryer, Fourth
several hours,

Infantry, in

command.

I then continued up the road nearly 1 mile toward Sharpsburg,
under heavy artillery fire and musketry firing from the enemy ^s sharpshooters. At this place the Fourth Infantry were deployed as skirmishers, and I received orders to hold the battalion in reserve near a
wagon road which crossed said pike about 1 mile from the position I had
occupied during the early part of the day. The battalion remained

here about three hours, 2 men being wounded by scattering shots from
the enemy’s skirmishers. At dark two companies (F and G) were
thrown forward as skirmishers about 100 yards to the edge of a cornfield occupied by the enemy’s sharpshooters.
In a short time thereafter I received orders to withdraw my command, and in company with

;
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the Fourth Infantry returned to camx), where I remained until the
morning of the 10th, when I received orders to march in the direction
of the Potomac, and bivouacked 1 mile from Sharpsburg, On the
morning of the 20th marched about three-fourths of a mile nearer the
river, for the purpose of supporting some batteries.
On the evening of
the 21st the battalion was on picket along the Potomac Eiver returned
;

on the 22d.

The following commissioned officers were present with the battalion,
viz Oapt. W. Harvey Brown, acting field officer, commanding battalion ; Asst. Surg. W. H. Forwood, IT. S. Army, attending battalion
First Lieut. Daniel Loosley, adjutant^ Capt. H. W. Keyes, acting field
officer; Capt. Guido Ilges, commanding Company E; Cai)t. W. E.
Smedberg, commanding Company F ; Capt. C. B. Watson, commanding
Company
Capt. S. W. Burbank, commanding Company
First
;
;
Lieut. D. M. Brodhead, commanding Company
First Lieut. J. H.
;
Walker, commanding Company B ; First Lieut. Pat. Collins, commanding Company C; First Lieut. J. Henton, on duty with Company A;
Second Lieut. A. J. Bellows, commanding Company
Second Lieut.
;
T. S. Doebler, on duty with Company C ; Second Lieut. P. H. Moroney,
on duty with Company F.
I am, sir, verv respectfully, your obedient servant,
:

H

A

G

D

W.

HAEVEY BEOWK,

Captain Fourteenth lufantry^ Commanding First Battalion.
Lieut.

William H. Powell,

Acting Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Brigade,

»

Sykes’’

Division.

No. 101.
Report of Capt. David B. McKihbin, Fourteenth
battle of Antietam.

JJ.

S. Infantry,

of the

Camp near Sharpsburo, Md., September 25, 1862.
Sir I have the honor to report, for the information of the colonel
commanding, the operations of the Second Battalion, Fourteenth Infantry, since September 16, on which day we left Middletown, Md.
During the march to the next camp nothing of importance occurred
save a few shells passing over the battalion. Bivouacked on bluff near
Antietam Creek.
September 17, at 1 o’clock, ordered over Antietam Creek, to support
:

several batteries of artillery.

Sent one company to the front as skirmish-

under Captain Thatcher, Fourteenth Infantry, who were actively
engaged during part of the afternoon. We were under a heavy fire of
But 1 man was wounded (in the arm by
shell and shot for two hours.
piece of shell), as the men were placed under the crest of a small knoll.
At 8 in the evening we returned to our bivouac.
September 18, remained in camp.
September 19, moved to the front and camped on bluffs, above the
ers

Potomac Eiver.
The officers of

my

battalion acted with the utmost coolness.
D. B. McKIBBIK,
Captain Fourteenth Infantry, Commanding Second Battalion.

William H. Powell,
Second Lieut, and Adjt. Fourth Inf, Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.
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No. 102.
Report of Maj. Charles S. Lovell^ Tenth JJ. S. Infantry, commanding
Second Brigade, of action near Shepherdstown.

Headquarters Second Brigade, Sykes’ Division,
Camp near Sharpshurg, Md., September 25, 1862.
Sir I have the honor to report that, in obedience to the instructions
of the general commanding division, I crossed the Potomac Eiver on
the morning of the 20th instant, in command of the Second Brigade,
composed of the following four battalions: Second and Tenth Infantry,
commanded by Capt. J. S. Poland First and Sixth Infantry, Capt. L.
C. Bootes ; First Battalion Eleventh Infantry, Maj. De L. Floyd-Jones,
and First Battalion Seventeenth Infantry, Maj. G. L. Andrews.
Soon after getting across. Lieutenant Ingham, aide-de-camp, told me
the general’s orders were for me to advance to the second belt of woods
in front, which was about IJ miles distant. On arriving there. Major
Floyd-Jones’ battalion being in advance to act as skirmishers, a portion
were deployed up to within 30 or 40 paces of the outer edge of the woods,
when it was soon after discovered that the enemy were in force in our
front and on the right. This fact was immediately^ communicated to
the general, and I Was directed to fall back to the crest of the river
:

;

bluff.

in column of fours would have subjected my
to great loss, if fired on. The leading battalion, Seventeenth
(the brigade being left in front), was filed off to the right of the road to

To march down the road

command

watch the movements of the enemy, while the other three battalions
marched into the woods on the left in column by battalion, with intervals of 60 or 70 paces. Finding the enemy approaching in greatly superior numbers, the battalions were faced about, and retired slowly and
in most excellent order until reaching the open ground on the hill near
the river, when the enemy opened a heavy fire upon us, fortunately but
few shots taking effect. The Second and Sixth were then thrown into
the woods on our left, by the orders of the general. Soon after the fire
from our own batteries rendered it absolutely necessary to withdraw
these two battalions from the woods, and they fell back to the crest of
the hill, by my directions, in fine order.
The conduct of officers and men during the march back and while
under the fire of the enemy was admirable. Lieut. E. E. Sellers, Tenth
Infantry, acting assistant adjutant-general, was very active in transmitting my orders to the different parts of the field. Assistant Surgeon
Woodhull very kindly oflered his services to act as aide so long as his
professional services were not required, and is entitled to my w armest
thanks, as I had but one staff’ officer, Lieutenant Sellers. I inclose
a list of casualties. The enemy’s force, when I first discovered them
advancing upon us, could not have been less than 3,000. My brigade
numbered about 1,060.
Kespectfully submitted.

OHAS.

S.

LOVELL,

Major Tenth Infantry, Commanding Second Brigade.
Lieut.

Heyward

Cutting,

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Syhes^ Division.
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103.

Reports of Lieut. John S. Poland.^ Second U. S. Infantry., commanding hattalion Second and Tenth TJ. S. Infantry, of the battle of Antietam and
action near Shepherdstown.

Bivouac opposite Shepherdstown, W. Ya.,
September 22, 18G2.

Sir I have the honor to report the part taken by the battalion of
Second and Tenth Infantry in the engagement on the 17th instant at
:

Sharpsburg, Md.
]!^Iy command consisted of nine companies Second Infantry, commanded
as follows Company A, First Sergt. Thomas Byrne; Company B, First
Lieut. William F. Drum, Second Infantry; Company C, Second Lieut.
Abraham Grafius, Second Infantry; Company D, First Lieut. George
n. McLoughlin, Second Infantry; Company E, First Lieut. Charles M.
Freeman ; Company G, Second Lieut. Claude S. Eobertson, Tenth Infantry ; Company F, First Lieut. J. W. Gray, Eleventh Infantry Company I, First Lieut. S. A. McKee, Second Infantry ; Company K, Second
Lieut. Eobert G. Welles, Tenth Infantry, and three companies Tenth
Infantry, united under command of First Lieut. George S. Lauman,
Tenth lu fan try.
By order of Major Lovell, Tenth Infantry, commanding Second Brigade Eegulars, I moved across Antietam Creek by the turnpike bridge to
support Captain TidbalPs battery, then hard pressed by the enemy^s
sharpshooters. On arriving near the battery on left of the turnpike I
lialted the command, being ordered to report to General Pleasonton for
I'urther instructions.
While seeking him, I received his order through
Lieutenant Cutting, acting assistant adjutant-general to Brigadier-General Sykes, to throw forward a line of skirmishers to drive back the
enemy. Captain Tidball, who was relieved by Captain Eobertson’s battery, then retired.
Four companies from the left were deiiloyed as skirmishers, when Captain Eobertson withdrew his battery.
lieutenantcolonel of cavalry desired me to relieve a party of his command with my
infantry, which i did.
Captain Eandol, First Artillery, brought up his
battery of Kapoleon guns, and occupied the position formerly occupied
by Cnptains Tidball and Eobertson. My skirmishers were advanced in
front of this position from 300 to 400 yards. Five companies were held
as reserve, and for any disposition that might be required. Captain
Eandol, finding his battery could effect nothing, withdrew it, and advanced Lieutenant Yan Eeed^s battery to the right of the turniiike.
I then sent a note .to Major Lovell explaining my position.
Captain
Dryer, Fourth Infantry, came up, stating he had an order to take
command of all the skirmishers. By his direction I deployed the force
held in reserve, and advanced them on the line occupied then threw
forward the whole line to a fence along a road running perpendicularly
to the turnpike and to the left. Lieutenant McKee, commanding Companies I and A, Second Infantry, while deploying to the front, was
severely Avounded and compelled to leave the field. The command of
tliese companies devolved on First Sergt. Francis E. Lacey, Company I,
Second Infantry, who handled them well. In advancing to the fence,
at which our line was to rest, the skirmishers were obliged to i^ass
over a ridge completely commanded by the enemy^s sharpshooters and
batteiy ])osted to the left of the corn-field in front of the right of my
line.
When w e appeared above its crest the enemy opened with a heavy
fire of case-shot and canister.
The line did not waver, but rapidly
:

;

A

;

;
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to tlie fence. Tbe riglit advanced beyond, however, before I
could convey the order to them to halt at the fence, and by a welldirected fire compelled the enemy’s cannoneers to leave their guns. At
this juncture the fire from our own batteries compelled them to fall back
to the fence, as their shells fell short. Lieutenant McLoughlin and Sergeant Lacey commanded the companies on the right. Sergeant Lacey
was soon after wounded, and unwillingly compelled to leavh the field.
Our position was held until all the ammunition had been expended on
the left and nearly all on the right. 1 reported our wants to Captain
Dryer, and after the Seventeenth Michigan Eegiment Volunteers arrived on our line, by his direction I assembled the battalion on the
center files. The Fourteen tk Infantry, First Battalion, came uj) on the
right.
I next quietly withdrew a short distance, halted the battalion
under shelter to await a supply of ammunition. Before assembling the
command, the enemy advanced a regiment to protect the withdrawal of
their guns from the hill directly in front of our left. This regiment was
driven back, but their object had been effected. About dusk I received
an order to fall back to the bridge. On the way received another order
to return to camp, which I did.
I must express my indebtedness to First Lieuts. J. W. Gray, Eleventh
Infantry; A. W. Kroutinger, adjutant, Second Infantry; George S.
Lauman, Tenth Infantry; William F. Drum and George H. McLoughlin, Second Infantry, for important assistance in handling successfully
a very extended line of skirmishers. I would again bring to your notice
First Sergt. F. E. Lacey as worthy a recommendation for a commission
also Sergt. Maj. William Fouck, Second Infantry. Those who most distinguished themselves for excellent behavior are First Sergt. Francis E.
Lacey, Company I First Sergt. Thomas Byrne, Company
First Sergt.

moved

A

;

;

Butler, Company C; Sergt. William Mitchell, Company D; First
Sergt. Daniel AV. Burke, Company B; First Sergt. Michael Dolan, Company E First Sergt. John Trueman, Comiiany F; Sergts. Martin Walsh
and Timothy Hays, Company A. Private De AVitt C. Burke, Company
C, was crippled slightly by a wound in the foot, but remained with the
regiment until the close of the action. He is a brave soldier. Musician George Miller, Company G, seized a musket on the field and used
it with good effect during the hottest part of the engagement.
Eespectfully submitted.

James

;

J. S.

POLAND,

First Lieut, 2d I'lifantry^ Comdg. Bait. 2d and 10th Infantry,

Second Lieut. E. E. Sellers,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General j Second Brigade Regulars,

Hdqrs. Battalion Second and Tenth Infantry,

Gamp near

SharjJshurg, Md., September 24, 18G3.

As directed, I report that I marched my regiment with the Second Brigade Eegulars, Alaj. C. S. Lovell commanding, across the Potomac Eiver at the ford below Shepherdstown, AV. A^a., and about a mile
beyond the river, when the enemy was discovered in force. A halt
was ordered. The enemy advanced upon us. Our brigade retired in
good order to an open space bordering the river, then halted. The
enemy’s skirmishers continued to advance. The Sixth and Second
Eegiments U. S. Infantry were formed on the left of our position, the
Second occupying the extreme left and the edge of a heavy wood, with
Sir:

'

364

OPERATIONS IN

N. VA.,

W. YA., MD., AND PA.

XXXl.

[Chap.

orders to hold the position at all hazards. The strength of the enemy
forbade our remaining in this position. Timely orders from Major
Lovell were received to fall back near the river and take position as
well as I could under cover of the hill, which I obeyed promptly and in
good order. I then threw out skirmishers on the flanks to keep the
enemy’s skirmishers at bay. This position was held but a short time,
when we were ordered to recross the river. This was accomi^lished in
admirable order.
I append a list of casualties; also certificate of First Lieut. Wm. F.
Drum, Second Infantry, of the gallant conduct of First Sergt. D: W.
Burke, Company B, Second Infantry. I would call the attention of the
brigade commander to this paper particularly.
Kespectfully submitted.
J. S.

POLAND,

Captain Second Infantry^ Comdg. Second and Tenth Infantry.
Lieut. E. E. Sellers,
Acting Asst. Adjutant- General^ Second Brigade., Sylces^ Division.

Caimp

near Sharpsbueg, Md.,

September 25, 18G2.

I respectfully call to the notice of the officer commanding the
gallant conduct of First Sergt. Daniel W. Burke, Company B, Second
Infantry, on the 20th instant.
our troops were falling back across
the Potomac, on hearing that a piece of artillery had been left unspiked,
he volunteered to go back and do it, and, on getting permission, did go
back and assist in spiking said gun in the face of the enemy’s sharpshooters.
Hopiog that the case will be noticed as it deserves, I am, sir, very
respectfully, your obedient servant,

Sir

:

When

W.
First Lieutenant Second Infantry.,

F.

DEUM,

Commanding Company B.

Capt. J. S. Poland,
Second Infantry, Commanding Battalion.
[Indorsement,]

Kespectfully forwarded. This non-commissioned officer has been mentioned before for good conduct in face of the enemy.

GEO. SYKES,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Ko. 104.
Report of Capt. Levi C. Bootes, Sixth U. S. Infantry, of the
Antietam and action near Shepherdstown.

Headquarters Sixth U.
Camp

S.

battle

Infantry,

of

•

at crossing near Sharpsburg, 31d., September 25, 1862.
Sir I have the honor to report, in obedience to instructions received,
the part taken from the 16th to the 20th instant by the Sixth Eegiment
of Infantry and Company G, First Infantry, attached to the regiment,
and forming a part of the Second. Brigade of General Sykes’ division.
:

1

Ghai-.
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The regiment was on picket duty from the evening of the IGth to the
On the following morning 1 received orders to march. Made a
short march, and camped near a ford on the Potomac River. On the
20th, as soon as all the regiments had crossed the river, I followed after
the Second and Tenth TJ. S. Infantry, then a short distance ahead.
About a mile from the ford, Maj. 0. S. Lovell, of the Tenth IX. S. Infantry, commanding the Second Brigade, gave the command to halt and
This being done, the brigade was formed in line of battle in the
load.
1

7th.

wood, the right resting on the road. We remained in this position for
about thirty minutes, when I received an order to fall back in line to
the brow of the hills near the river. After taking this position in line,
I ordered a company to cover the front of the regiment as skirmishers.
While acting thus, the enemy’s pickets were advancing very fast, supported by a battery, cavalry, and a large force of infantry. This fact
being known to the commanding officer of the brigade, I soon after received an order through his adjutant to fall back across the river, which
was done in good order. The casualties between these periods were 2
men wounded.
Yery respectfullv, your obedient servant,

LEVI

C.

BOOTES,

Captain Sixth Infantry Commanding Regiment.
^

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General,
Headguarters Second Brigade^ Sykes’ Division.

l!lo.

105.

Report of Maj. Del. Floyd- Jones Eleventh U. S. Infantry^ of the
Antietam and action near Shepherdstown.
^

battle

of

Headquarters Eleventh Infantry,
Camp near Sharpshurg^ Md., September 24, 1862.
Sir: In accordance with instructions from brigade headquarters, I
beg to submit the following report of the movements and casualties of
the regiment from the 16th instant up to the present time:
The regiment mov^ed from camp near Middletown Heights on the
morning of the 16th instant, crossed Middletown Heights, and in the
evening camped near Sharpsburg; distance marched, about 8 miles.
On the 17th instant remained in the same position. Private Patrick
Clark, of Company G, was struck in the head by a spent grape-shot
and wounded slightly. On the 18th remained in the same place without meeting with any casualties. On the morning of the 19th moved
forward about 3 miles in the direction of Shepherdstown, and encamped
about half a mile from the Potomac River.
On the 20th instant we crossed the Potomac near Shepherdstown,
and, after advancing a short distance into the country, Company D was
ordered to advance as skirmishers, under command of Lieut. George
E. Head. They advanced to the edge of the woods and discovered the
enemy in large force moving toward us. We were then ordered to fall
back, which we did in good order, the skirmishers of the enemy keeping
up a brisk fire during the movement.
halted on a hill close to the
river, and replied to the fire of the enemy for some minutes with good
efiect. At this time Private John J. Boddy, of Company E, was wounded
slightly Private V. S. Wheeler, of Company B, wounded in the groin,

We

j
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and Private John H. Eansom, Company B, wounded in the thigh. The
two latter-named men, I regret to add, have since died. We then recrossed the river, pursuant to orders, and encamped a short distance in
the woods, where the regiment has remained up to the present date.
All of which is most respectfully submitted.
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant,

Del. PLOYD-JONES,
Major Eleventh Infantry^ Commanding
Lieut. E. E.

Begimeyit,

Sellers,

A cting A ssistan A djntant- Genera
t

1.

No. 106.
Rejyort of Maj, George L.

Andrews^ Seventeenth U.

S. Infantry^

of action

near Shepherdstown,

Hdqrs. First Battalion, Seventeenth Infantry,
Camp near Shepherdstown^ W. Fa., September 24, 1862.
Lieutenant I have the honor to report that, on the 20th instant,
:

the battalion under my command advanced with the brigade across the
Potomac Biver, and, after crossing, was instructed to act as support to
the Eleventh Infantry, who were to be deployed as skirmishers.
Having advanced nearly 2 miles from the ford, the enemy was discovered in considerable force, and I was ordered to take position in line of
battle in a corn-field on the west side of the road. Immediately after
taking this position, I discovered a strong line of the enemy’s skirmishers immediately in my front, extending beyond my right flank, and followed at a short distance by a large force in line of battle. Upon reporting these facts, I was ordered to fall back quietly, and again take
position on the first favorable ground. This I did, when the enemy
advancing more rapidly, and in a manner to soon outflank the battalion,
I was again ordered to retire, and finally took a third position under
the edge of the bluffs on the south banks of the river.
I remained here some time, the enemy continually advancing in a way
to turn my right flank, but apparently without discovering my position,
as the attention of their skirmishers appeared to be occupied exclusively by the other battalions of the brigade, who were on the east side
of the road and upon whom they opened fire. I was unable to fire upon
them to any extent, as on my left they were almost entirely concealed
by the timber, and on my right some distance in front a line of skirmishers from some of our volunteer troops at that moment made their appear-

ance.
I soon received word that the rest of the brigade was retiring across
the river, and, going to the top of the hill on my way toward my left, I
noticed a line of battle of our own troops rise as it were out of the
ground to my right, and where I had before observed a line of our skirmishers. Continuing my course toward my left, I met the acting assistant adjutant-general of the brigade, with orders for me to retire and
place mj^ command on the opposite side of the river as speedily as posMarching the battalion in line of battle, faced by the rear rank
sible.
until we reached the bottom of the hill, I then moved out by the left
flank, and crossed the river under a brisk fire of musketry, without the

:
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man Rightly wounded, and took up posi-

tion in line of battle within the timber on the north side of the river, and
in which position I still remain.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L.
Mofor Seventeenth Infantry^ Commanding,

GEORGE

ANDREWS,

Lieut. E. E. Sellers,
Actg. Asst Adjt. Gen., Second Brigade, Sylces^ Division.

No

107.

Report of Capt. Cleveland Winslow, Fifth R'ew York Infantry, Third
Brigade, of the battle of Antietam, skirmish at Shepherdstown Ford, and
action near Shepherdstown.

Hdqrs. Fifth Regiment New York Volunteers,
Camp near Sharpshurg, Md., September 24, 1862.
Sir In compliance with a circular dated September 24, requiring a
report of the movements of the Fifth Regiment New York Volunteers
since the 16th of September, 1862, together with the casualties, I have
the honor to report the following
Tuesday, September 16, at 10 o’clock a. m., having bivouacked all night
in line of battle near Sharpsburg, Md., in rear of General Sykes’ division, I moved to the left, and took up a position on the edge of an oak
grove, remaining in line of battle all night.
:

my

regiment
Wednesday, September 17, at 4 o’clock p. m., I deployed
in front of the wood into an open field, stopping all stragglers from
going to the rear, forming them as they came from the battle-field in
two ranks, irrespective of regiment or division, in three lines, covering
the front of the battalion. Remained on guard all night in rear of stragglers.

Thursday, September 18, we retained the same position all day until
5 o’clock p m., when I moved into the wood and encamped by column
of division. Occupied the day in drilling the recruits.
Friday, September 19, left camp in pursuit of the enemy. Crossed
the Antietam Creek, and formed line of battle on the left of General
Sykes’ division. At 1 o’clock p. m. I moved the regiment forward in
support of three batteries of artillerj^, throwing out two companies of
skirmishers on the right and left. Company I, in command of Captain
Rurnett, in compliance with orders from me, moved forward to the bank
of the Potomac River. I then moved the balance of the regiment forward to the edge of a hill commanding Blackford’s Ford, where, in supl)ort of a section of Randol’s battery, I fired several volleys at the opposite bank of the river, in order to give the recruits, composing the greater
part of my command, an opportunity to discharge their pieces. On
finding that the enemy had evacuated their position near the opposite
bank of the river, I moved forward, and went into bivouac on the bank
of the river, posting a strong guard.
Saturday, September 20, crossed the river in line of battle at 10 a. m.,
and took up position on top of the bluff, on the left of General Sykes’
division.
My skirmishers reported the enemy in force in front, which
was a])parent, as they opened a heavy fire of musketry upon us. In
compliance with orders from Colonel Warren, I withdrew my men from
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the hliiff, leaving one company deployed as skirmishers to cover our
recrossing the river, which was accomplished without loss. Formed the
regiment behind the canal bank, on the north side of the river, where I
remained until dark. At 4 o’clock p. m. I ordered one company (E) to
recross the river and protect a party of stragglers from my command,
sent over to take a 6-pounder brass howitzer, which had been abandoned
by the enemy. This was accomplished with the loss of one sergeant
(Crowley), wounded in the leg, who was brought over the river at dusk
in the evening, when the company rejoined the regiment.
At dark I
moved my position 900 yards to the left, establishing pickets at intervals
of 10 paces, connecting on my left with the Fourteenth Eegiment Eegular Infantry, and on my right with the Tenth Eegiment New York
Volunteers.
Sunday, 21st, remained on picket all day. Nothing (with the exception of a few sharpshooters) was seen of the enemy.
Lieutenant-Colonel Duryea returned, and relieved me in command of the regiment.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CLEVELAND WINSLOW,
Commanding Fifth Eegiment New York
Heyward Cutting,
Captain.,

Lieut.

Volunteers.

Aide-de-Camp, and, Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Sykes^ Division.

No. 108.

Report of Brig. Gen. Andreto A. Humphreys, JJ. 8. Army, commanding
Third Division, with application for a Court of Inquiry.

Hdqrs. 3d Div., 5th Corps,

Army

of the Potomac,
March 28, 1863.

Mr. Secretary I beg leave to ask your attention to the inclosed
statement, and to request that my conduct in the matter may be made
the subject of investigation by a court of inquiry, as soon as it can be
done without withdrawing from active service in the campaign myself
and other officers. 1 make this request because, after having been
strongly recommended for promotion for services in the field by MajorGeneral Burnside, my i^romotion has not taken place, and I am led to
conclude that some statement prejudicial to my character as a soldier
or as a man must have been made to the W^ar Department.
As in the course of a service of thirty years I have received many
marks of esteem and confidence from the highest authorities in the land,
and was never censured by a superior officer but once, I have concluded
that the obstacle to my promotion must originate in the same source from
which that censure emanated. I refer to a note received by me from
Major-General Halleck, Commander-in-Chief, about 4 o’clock p. m. on
Saturday, the 13th of September, 1862, in which 1 was informed that if
I did not immediately join my division in the field I would be arrested.
As 1 did not, because it was impracticable, march my division before the
hour named by me in a communication to Major-General Halleck’s chief
of staff, which I supposed to be the occasion of the note (if it did not
refer to personal acts), and as I was not arrested, I had reason to conclude that a subsequent acquaintance with the circumstances had induced a change of opinion on the part of the Commander-in-Chief. Soon
j:^fter joining the Army of the Potomac with my division, I brought the
:

;
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subject to tlie attention of the commander of the cori)s, mentioning
my intention to take official action upon it. From this, however, I was
dissuaded as unnecessary, since every one of my acts had received the
full approval of the commander of the corps and of the commander of
the Army of the Potomac, nor did the time appear to me to be suitable
for such matters, expecting, as I did, that active operations would be
continued. Subsequently, during the month of October, I was intrusted
with an important and difficult reconnaissance to Leetowu, in face of
nearly the whole army of the enemy. The duty was executed with entire success, and received the cordial approbation of the corps and army
commanders. With such marks of confidence, and absorbed in the
duties of the campaign, the note of Major-General Halleck had almost
entirely passed out of my remembrance. It is now recalled with a
meaning attached to it that, in my opinion, renders it incumbent upon
me to ask that the subject be investigated. I know what my standing
is in the estimation of those with whom I have been associated, and I
cannot silently permit that reputation to be dimmed in the faintest
degree I)y the expression of opinion of any one, whatever his official

rank may

be.

As

the statement accompanying this communication is lengthy, I beg
leave to add, as a synopsis of it That, on Friday, the 12th September,
about noon, I was ordered, without any jirevious intimation, to take
command of a division of new troops, about 7,000 strong, which would
pass through the city that day about 3 o’clock p. m., and march on the
road to Eockville; to see that it was well supplied with rations, forage,
and ammunition; that all baggage that could be dispensed with should
be stored, and that the command should be kept fresh on the marcii;
that I was not informed of the position of our army or that of the
enemy, or of the probability that a battle would soon take place that
I had no staff officers, and could get none at the Departments that
the troops did not begin to reach the city until 7 o’clock p. m., and did
not reach their bivouac near Columbia College until from midnight to
morning that one brigade (3,600 strong) had no rations whatever and
an insufficient supply of forage ; that all its arms were unserviceable
that it had no wagons for ammunition and no supply train, and that its
regimental wagons, five per regiment, did not arrive until near midday
Saturday that it had no ambulances, or but one per regiment ; that it
had no shelter-tents, but full regulation allowance of common tents,
which it could not transport, and that its officers and men had a heavy
supply of personal baggage that the other brigade (3,600 strong) had
an insufiicient supply of rations and forage, and but eight wagons for
supply train, and one ambulance per regiment; that the arms of one
of the regiments were unserviceable; that the brigade had no shelterthat officers and men had a
tents, but the allowance of common tents
lieavy supply of personal baggage; that I made every efibrt i) 0 ssible
to supply the deficiencies and march on Saturday, but found it impracticable, but tliat on Saturday night all deficiencies were supplied
through my personal efforts, and that my command marched at daylight, Sunday, 14th September; that by orders received at Monocacy
Station Tuesday evening, my comuaand halted near Frederick during
Wednesday to i)rotect that city, marching again under new orders received at 3.30 o’clock p. m. of that day, and by additional orders continued that march during the night, and was in i)osibion at Antietam
at an early hour the next morning, Thursday, 18th September, having
marched more than 23 miles.
:

;

;

;

;

;
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Wiili tliis resume of the statement, I submit that paper, and have
the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. A.
Brigadier- General,

HUMPHltEYS,
Commanding

Division,

Hou. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War,
[Inclosure.]

Headquarters Third

Division, Fifth Corps,

March

28, 1863.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War
I beg leave to submit the following statement in
connection with my request for a court of inquiry to investigate the
subject to which the statement refers. I will endeavor to be as brief as
a complete representation of the facts will admit.
On Friday, the 12th of September, 1862, being in Washington, I was
sent for at i 1.30 o’clock a. m. by Major-General Halleck, and asked by
him if I was ready to take command of a division in the field (of new
troops) to pass through Washington that day. I expressed my readiness
gladly to do so, and march within an hour. I was referred to the commander of the corps of which the division was to form a part. General
Porter, with whom I had two or three minutes’ conversation in the street,
being informed in that time that I should take command of the division
as it passed through Washington that day, which it would do about 3
o’clock p. m., entering the city by the Long Bridge; thatstaft* ofiicers of
the brigade commanders would report to me as the brigades (two in
number, eight regiments, about 7,000 men) entered the city; that I should
march on the road to Eockville, and would receive further orders on the
march ; that I must see that my command was provided with rations,
forage, and requisite ammunition, and something was said about defecttive arms of part of the command. It was enjoined on me to keep my
troops fresh on the march, and this poinfc was dwelt upon in almost every
order I received on the route. The position of our army and that of
the enemy I was not informed of, nor of the degree of probability of a
I had no staff officers, but assumed the authority to take with me
battle.
Lieut. C. McClellan, ilew Y^ork Volunteers, and took also my son, Mr.
H. H. Humphreys, as an aide. I made application for staff officers, but
could obtain none. At 3 o’clock p. m. I was ready to move, but the troops
did not begin to reach the city until 7 o’clock p. m., and the First Brigade
was not bivouacked near Columbia College, where I ordered them, until

Mr.

Secretary

:

near midnight. The Second Brigade was not bivouacked until between
midnight and morning, the last regiment reaching the ground at daybreak. Upon learning from the staff officer sent to report to me from
the First Brigade, Captain Quay, assistant adjutant-general, that it had
an insufficient supply of rations, I ordered that they should be obtained
at daylight, that knapsacks and overcoats and surplus officers’ baggage
should be stored, and the brigade be prepared to march at sunrise.
Colonel Allabach, commanding Second Brigade (who had no brigade
staff*), reported to me in ]3erson near 9 o’clock p. m., and from him I
learned that his brigade had no rations whatever; that at least two regiments had arms utterly unserviceable that there were 900 stand of
arms in the brigade with nipples or hammers broken, and that they were
breaking every day, and were in other respects defective. Part of this
I had learned already by telegraphic dispatch from General Whipple,
;
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and bad immediately obtained authority from the ordnance officer, Captain Benton, to exchange as many as it was necessary. I took Colonel
Allabach to Captain Benton and arranged that the two regiments should
be supplied with new arms and accouterments from the arsenal, the regiments to march there at daylight. (Jolonel Allabach was ordered to send
for rations as well as arms at daylight, store knapsacks, extra baggage, a
large camp equipage, and be ready to march at sunrise. Both brigades
were ordered to obtain as much forage as they could carry, and both
drew forage. At sunrise Saturday, the 13th, I sent Lieutenant AlcClellan to see if my orders were complied with he r eturned, informing me
of the facts I have just stated in regard to the time of arrival of the regiments at their bivouac, and that none of the supplies I had ordered had
yet been obtained; further, that there were other deficiencies than those
I had learned, of a serious character, among them that the Second Brigade had no wagons for ammunition and no supply train, and the First
Brigade but eight wagons for supply train. Some regiments had one
ambulance and others none. JSTone of the wagons of the Second Brigade
had arrived, nor did they arrive until near midday. By my representations to the chief quartermaster. Colonel Bucker, eight wagons were
furnished during the day to the First Brigade. Twenty wagons were
sent from Alexandria to the Second Brigade, reaching it late Saturday
afternoon. Upon proceeding to the brigades, I found that one of the
regiments of the Second Brigade, the one that reached bivouac at daylight, had had no rations the day before, and had none then.
Its arms
and those of another regiment, of the same brigade, were as unserviceable as those of the two regiments whose arms I had directed to be
changed. I found this by inspection. I found a regiment of the First
Brigade, the One hundred and thirty-fourth [Pennsylvania], with the
same unserviceable arms, Austrian rifles; these were represented to me
as unserviceable by General Tyler, commanding the brigade, and I found
them to be so.
I immediately obtained authority from the War Department to change
all these arms, and it was done, but not until late at night.
The ammunition for the five regiments had also to be changed with the arms; nor
were the rations obtained, knapsacks, overcoats, camp equipage, and
private property, with which the regiments were overloaded, stored until
8 or 0 o’clock p. m. Several of the regiments had no shelter tents, but
a full regulation supply of common tents, which it was impossible to
transport. Some got shelter tents, others could not obtain them. I was
;

ordered to store knapsacks, overcoats, extra camp kettles, &c., officers’
baggage, and everything that would impede the march.
The Second Brigade, 1 was informed afterward, was on the march
from near one fort to another when it received the order to march to
Washington and report to me, and had left from one-half to two-thirds
of its provisions, ammunition, forage, &c., at the old camp, and when it
reported to me had no ammunition but what the men carried on their
persons, from 50 to 60 rounds each. Finding how uniirepared the command was, I first postponed the march to Ofc’clock a. m., then to noon,
])ut afterward found it was impossible to move the command that day.
I received communications during Saturday from the corps commander
respecting my line of march, and enjoining upon me the great desideratum of keei>iug the troops fresh on the march, and to have i)lenty of

and forage.
was requested also

rations

to endeavor to obtain two squadrons of cavalry
from General lleintzelman. I informed the corps commander of all I
had done, and received his unqualified approval of it. It must be recollected tliat all these troops (except one regiment, the Ninety-first PennI
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sylvania Volunteers) were new troops that had just entered the service,
and that the five regiments I have noted regarded their arms as worthless.
Four of the regiments had been inspected by Colonel Torbert, ISTew
Jersey Volunteers (now brigadier general, Volunteers, I understand),
under General Casey’s order; and I learned from the colonels of the regiments that he had reported them worthless in fact, he pronounced them
no better tiian clubs. These same arms were sulDsequently inspected
by another officer, by General Casey’s order, who pronounced the same
opinion upon them. Eaw troops, with arms they had no confidence in,
could be of no service.
I marched at daylight Sunday, the 14th of September, and reached
Monocacy Depot, near Frederick, Tuesday afternoon. Here I obtained
(as ordered) such supplies of rations and forage (very little of the latter)
as could be obtained, and, upon sentling to Frederick, found orders
awaiting me to take a position in front of Frederick, to protect it, and
to watch the aj^proach from the left (from Harper’s Ferry, then in possession of the enemy). On Wednesday morning, the 17th, 1 examined
the country in front of Frederick, selected a position for the division,
arranged with the military commander of Frederick to station vedettes
on certain roads in advance ; arranged at the telegraph office to have
the earliest information from the telegraph toward Harper’s Ferry, and
was returning to camj) to move my division to the position selected, when
I received, about 3.30 o’clock p. m., orders from General McClellan to
move forward. This I did immediately, and had marched 5 miles, when,
at sunset, I received another order to join the army (then at Antietam)
the next morning, at daylight if possible. The men were unaccustomed
to marching, and were foot-sore ; but I marched all night, and at an early
hour the next morning was in position at Antietam, having marched more
than 23 miles. I was cordially greeted by the commander of the corps
and by General McClellan, both of whom fully approved all I had done.
I beg leave now to return for a moment.
On Friday night, as soon as
I learned the condition of the division, as to rations, arms, means of
transportation, and lateness of arrival, 1 wrote to General Cullum, chief
of staff of Major-General Halleck, informing him of it, and kept him
advised of everything 1 did on Saturday. 1 had in reply at least two
notes, but no indication of dissatisfaction with what I had done until
4 o’clock p. m., when I received a note, written by General Halleck,
stating, in substance, that if General Humphreys did not join his division ill the field immediately he would be arrested for disobedience of
I had just finished everything it was possible for me to do;
orders.
nevertheless, I examined the condition of the command to see if it was
possible to move that night, but, finding it impracticable, I did not march
unti] daylight the next morning, the hour at which I had stated to General Cullum I should march.
Whether the note referred (in connection
with a recent order) to the fact of my being about the Departments in
the city, or to my being at my house in the city to get lunch, or to my
action in suiijilying the divDion, I did not, and do not now, distinctly
understand. As soon as I found we should be encamped a few days at
Sharpsburg, I went to the corps commander, and, repeating what 1 had
done, asked that if there was anything in which 1 had erred that he
would point it out to me. I was assured that all I had done was fully
ajiproved as the very best the circumstances admitted. I then laid before
him the note I had received from Major-General Halleck and stated my
intention to take official action upon it. From this, however, I was dissuaded. Further, my conduct had met with un(iualified approval from
the army as well as the coiqis commander, and I was under the impres;
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sion also that the campaign was to be immediately continued, and that
there was no time then for such investigations.
The reason for making, at the present time, a request for an investigation is given in the letter transmitting this statement.
1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,

A. A.
Brigadier- General.;

HUMPHREYS,

Commanding

Division.

Headquarters Third Division, Fifth Corps,
Aiwil 3, 1863.
Mr. Secretary I have read, with great surprise, in the Daily Morning Chronicle of this day’s date, that portion of the report of MajorGeneral McClellan upon the battle of Antietam, in which, when giving
his reasons for not renewing the battle on the morning of the 18th, he
refers to the time of arrival of re-enforcements, and states
:

And Humphreys’ division of new troops, fatigued with forced marches, were arriving throughout the day, and were not available until near its close.
This statement of General McClellan is irreconcilable with the facts,
and I am at a loss to understand how such a misapprehension on his
p^t could have occurred.
I have stated in a recent communication to the War Department that
the evening (Tuesday) of my arrival at Monocacy Station (3 miles from
Frederick) I received orders from General Porter to take a position in
front of that town, to cover it, and to watch my left; that the next
day, after carefully examining the approaches to the town, I had selected
a position, arranged with the military governor of Frederick to post
vedettes at certain points in advance, and arranged at the telegraph
office to receive the earliest intelligence from the vicinity of Harper’s
Ferry, and was returning to camp to move mj^ division, when, at half
past 3 o’clock in the afternoon, I received orders from General McClellan to join the army that, after having marched about 5 miles, I received, at sunset, information of the battle, and instructions to march
all night, and be up with the army by daylight, if possible; that I did
so, and was up with the army at an early hour the next morning.
I now beg leave to state further, that I arrived at General McClellan’s
headquarters not later than 7 o’clock on the morning of Thursday, the
18th, and halted my division at a suitable i)lace near by, where those
who had been unable to keep up could rejoin the command, while I rel)orted my arrival, received instructions, ascertained what ground I
;

should occupy, tScc.
1 reported to the adjutant- general (General Williams) immediately,
but about fifteen minutes elapsed before I could see General McClellan.
In the interview with him I stated where T had halted my division; its
condition the number of my infantry and artillery the state of the
ammunition, &c. was informed that the question of attack that day
was not yet decided upon and was directed to move my command to
the ground occupied by General Porter as soon as 1 could. I had been
in constant communication with General McClellan during the night
and early morning, and he knew within an hour the time when I would
be up. During the rest of an hour or an hour and a half that I gave
the division before moving it again, a large part of those who had fallen
out came up, making the division not less than 6,000 strong. All my
artillery, eight pieces, was of course present.
It is well known that
;

;

;

;
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even Tvitli old troops, on such a march as my new troops had just made,
large numbers would be unable to keep up. It must have been anticipated, then, when the order was sent to me to be up at daylight, if possible, that I would arrive with my division of nearly 7,000 meu reduced
considerably in numbers; yet, when we moved to the expected field of
battle, there were at least 6,000 present.
Upon recurring to my morning report of the 20th September, I find that upward of 500 men, sick
and others, had been left at the old camps of the regiments on the south
side of the Potomac, near Washington, before the brigades reported to
me; and of the 500 who were not up the morning of the 18th, 240 were
sick, and were so reported on the morning of the 20th.
To resume. During this halt I remained at headquarters to receive
the earliest intelligence of the decision whether the battle would be resumed. I then moved my command (delayed some thirty minutes in
Keedysville by other troops), and about half past 9, or at latest 10
o’clock, placed it in position, by General Porter’s orders, about 400
yards in rear of Morell’s division. Here it remained about an hour,
when it occupied Morell’s position upon his vacating it, and supported
the batteries upon the height above.
General McClellan rode through or past my division on his way out
from his headquarters; and it filed past him in moving down to Morell’s
position.
Notwithstanding the long night march they had made of
over 23 miles (our only forced march), the men were in good heart, ajid,
refreshed by their rest and coffee, would have fought well. Had they
been wanting in spirit, a large portion of them might have remained
behind, for tbe night was very dark. When I saw the long lines of the
regiments as they filed into their position, in rear of Morell, I knew the
kind of men I commanded, and their conduct on the field since that
time has justified my confidence in them.
Mr. Secretary, the efforts of my officers and men and of myself, that
anxious night, entitled us at least to the simple justice of an exact
statement.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. A.
Brigadier- General,

HUMPHREYS,
Commanding

Division.

Hon. E. M. Stanton.

No. 109.
Reports of Maj. Gen. William B. Franldin, TJ, S. Army, commanding Sixth
Anny Corps, of the battles of Crampion’s Pass and Antietam.

Headquarters Sixth Army Corps,
Camp near

General

:

I

have the honor

tions of the corps under
at Crampton’s Pass

Bahersville, Aid., September 30, 1862.

to

submit the following report of opera-

my command

in the battle of the 14th instant,

In compliance with the instructions of the commanding general, the
corps advanced on the morning of the 14th instant from a point 3 miles
east of Jefferson, in the direction of the Blue Ei'dge. At Jefferson
a halt was ordered, to afford General Couch an opportunity of coming
After a short delay, upon learning that this division was still some
.up.
distance in the rear, I advanced to the vicinity of the village of BurkUpon ascertaining that the pass over the mountains at this
ittsville.
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point, whicli I was directed to secure and hold, was occupied by the
enemy in force, I caused immediate preparations to be made for an attack. The enemy was strongly posted on both sides of the road, which

steep ascent through a narrow defile, wooded on both sides,
and offering great advantages of cover and position. Their advance
was posted near the base of the mountain, in the rear of a stone wall,
stretching to the right of the road at a point where the ascent was
gradual, and for the most part over open fields. Eight guns had been
stationed on the road, and at points on the sides and summit of the
mountain to the left of the pass.
It was evident that the position could be carried only by an infantry
attack. Accordingly, I directed Major-General Slocum to advance his
division through the village of Biirkittsville, and commence the attack
upon the right. Wolcott’s First Maryland Battery was stationed on
the left and to the rear of the village, and maintained a steady fire on
the positions of the enemy until they were assailed and carried by our
Smith’s division was placed in reserve on the east side of the
troops.
village, and held in readiness to co-operate with General Slocum, or
support his attack, as occasion might require. Captain Ayres’ battery,
of this division, was posted on a commanding ground to the left of the
reserves, and kept up an uninterrupted fire on the principal battery of
the enemy until the latter was driven from its position.
The advance of General Slocum was made with admirable steadiness
tlirough a well-directed fire from the batteries on the mountain, the

made a

brigade of Colonel Bartlett taking the lead, followed at proper intervals by the brigades of General Newton and Colonel Torbert. Upon
fully determining the enemy’s position, the skirmishers were withdrawn,
and Colonel Bartlett became engaged along his entire line. He maintained his ground steadily under a severe fire for some time at a manifest
disadvantage, until re-enforced by two regiments of General Newton’s
brigade upon his right, and the brigade of Colonel Torbert and the
two remaining regiments of Newton’s on his left. The line of battle
thus formed, an immediate charge was ordered, and most gallantly executed. The men swept forward, with a cheer, over the stone wall, dislodging the enemy, and pursuing him up the mountain side to the crest
of the hill and down the opposite slope. This single charge, sustained
as it was over a great distance, and on a rough ascent of unusual steepness, was decisive. The enemy was driven in the utmost confusion
from a position of strength, and allowed no opportunity for even an
attempt to rally until the pass was cleared and in the possession of our
troo])s.

When the division under General Slocum first became actively engaged, I directed General Brooks’ brigade, of Smith’s division, to advance upon the left of the road, and dislodge the enemy from the woods
upon Slocum’s flank. The movement was promptly and steadily made,
under a severe artillery fire. General Brooks occupied the woods after
a slight resistance, and then advanced, simultaneously with General
Slocum, rapidly and in good order, to the crest of the mountain. The
victory was complete, and its achiev^ement followed so rapidly upon
the first attack that the enemy’s reserves, although pushed forward
at the double-quick, arrived but in time to participate in the flight, and
add confusion to the rout. Four hundred prisoners from seventeen
different organizations, 700 stand of arms, 1 piece of artillery, and 3
stand of colors were captured, while numberless articles of equipment,
knapsacks, haversacks, blankets, &c., were abandoned by the enemy in
their flight.

:
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The gallantry of the officers and the spirit and dash displayed by the
troops are worthy of the highest praise, and I respectfully call attention to the recommendations made in the accompanying reports of
Major-General Slocum and the commanders of brigades, and solicit for
them the favorable notice of the commanding general. I also respectfully refer to the reports in question for a detailed account of the operations of the respective brigades, and for the names of such officers as
have won honorable mention for their gallant bearing in the field.
While fully concurring in the recommendation offered in behalf of Colonels Bartlett and Torbert, who have certainly earned promotion on
this as on other occasions, I respectfully and earnestly request that
Brigadier-General iTewton may be i)romoted to the rank of major-general for his conspicuous gallantry and important services during the
entire engagement.

The prompt and energetic action of Dr. White, the medical director
of the corps; of Dr. Bradley, his assistant, and of the medical staff of
the different organizations engaged in bringing off* and caring for the
wounded, is worthy of the highest praise.
Our total loss in killed and wounded is 530. Of these, 16 are officers,
5 of whom were killed. The total loss, killed, was 110; wounded, 420.*
The losses of the enemy are not accurately known.
buried 150 of
their dead, and took charge of more than 300 of their wounded, who
were left upon the field.
1 am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. B.
Major- General, Commanding Sixth Corps.

We

FKANKLm,

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

Army

of the 'Potomac.

Headquarters Sixth Army Corps,
Camp

near Bahersville, October

7,

1862.

have the honor to make the following report of the
operations of this corps, under my command, in the battle of Antietam,
on the 17th ultimo
For the preceding two days I had been encamped in rear of KohrersDuring the night of the 16th I received
ville, in Pleasant Valley.
orders to move toward Keedysville in the morning with two divisions,
and to dispatch General Couch’s division to occupy Maryland Heights.
General Smith’s division led the column, and its
I started at 5.30 a. m.
head arrived at the field of battle about 10 o’clock. This division was
ordered to take post in a wood on the left of the stone bridge across
the Antietam, and I was directed to place Slocum’s division on the
right of the same bridge. Before the arrival of Slocum’s division, General Smith was ordered to go to the assistance of General Sumner,
forming on his left. He at once obeyed this order, and arrived on the
field at a most opportune moment. His first brigade (Hancock’s) formed
as the support of two of General Sumner’s batteries, then severely
pressed by the enemy, drove away his skirmishers, who had already
advanced close to the batteries, and occupied some buildings and fences
in front of his position. This brigade was the means of saving two

General

:

I

But

see revised statement, p. 183.
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and occupied its position during the remainder of the action,
sometimes under very heavy cannonading.
The Second Brigade (General Brooks’) was for a short time retained
on General Sumner’s riglit, by his orders, but just after my arrival on
the field General French reported his ammunition exhausted, and GenHis brigade took i)osition
eral Brooks was ordered to re-enforce him.
on the right of General French. It remained in this position during the
action.
General Brooks was slightly wounded in the face by a musket-

batteries,

ball.

The Third Brigade (Colonel Irwin’s) was placed by General Smith
between Generals Hancock’s and Brooks’ positions, and was scarcely in
It
line when it was ordered forward to meet a charge of the enemy.
drove the enemy handsomely as far as the wood which had already been
so hotly contested, suffering severe loss. Its success insured the safety
of that part of the field during the remainder of the day, as no other
infantry attack was made there. This brigade was relieved early next
morning by one of General Couch’s.
Slocum’s division arrived on the field about 11 o’clock. Immediately
after its arrival two of his brigades (Is'ewton’s and Torbert’s) were formed
in column of attack, to carry the wood in the immediate vicinity of the

white church.

The other brigade

(Bartlett’s)

had been ordered by Gen-

to keep near his right. As this brigade was to form the
reserve for the column of attack, I waited until it came up. About the
same time General Sumner arrived on the spot, and directed the attack
to be postponed, and the enemy at once ])roceeded to fill the wood with
infantry, and planted a battery there, which opened a severe fire upon
us.
Shortly afterward the commanding general came to the position
and decided that it would not be prudent to make the attack, our position on the right being then considerably in advance of what it had been
in the morning. The division, therefore, held its place until it was finally
removed on the 19th. On two occasions during the afternoon of the
17th the enemy opened ui)on us from the wood with an artillery fire.
In each case their fire was soon silenced, and, it appeared from an examination of the ground afterward, with heavy loss of artillery and men.
General Couch’s division had been ordered by the commanding general to repair to the field after it had made a long march toward Maryland Heights, and accordingly arrived there early on the morning of
the 18th. It was posted on the left of General Slocum’s division, and
one of his brigades (General Cochrane’s) relieved Colonel Irwin’s, of
eral

Sumner

Smith’s division.

In this position, sufiering severe cannonading at intervals, which they
bore like the veterans they are, my command remained without change
until daylight on the 19th, when a general advance was made by the
])ickets, under orders from headquarters.
This advance revealed the
lact that the enemy had retreated during the night.
The batteries of the corps, under command of Captain Ayres and
Lieutenant Upton, were splendidly served and did excellent execution.
I regret to announce the death of Surgeon White, medical director of the corps, who was killed while we were examining the point of
woods which we expected to attack. He had been attached to my
staff, and his loss will be severely felt by the medical corps.
His place
was taken by Assistant vSurgeon Bradley, U. S. Army, who fulfilled
tli(5 arduous duties brought on by the battle in the ablest and most
efficient manner.
list of the other casualties has already been transmitted to headquarters.
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My staff was very efficieut and behaved well. Without any previous
knowledge of the field, and with a large extent of ground covered by
my command, its duties were arduous in the extreme. The names of
my staff' officers who were present, all of whom I commend to the favorable notice of the commanding general, are: Lieut. Ool. O. D. Greene,
assistant adjutant- general and chief of staff' Lieut. Col. E. E. Platt,
assistant inspector-general; Oapt. M. T. McMahon, aide-de-camp to
commanding general; Oapt. J. P. Baker, aide-de-camp Capt. J. C.
Jackson, aide-de-camp. Oaxit. W. P. Sanders, Sixth Cavalry, was temporarily on my staff' during the action, and rendered efficient service.
I also commend him to the notice of the commanding general on account
of the able manner in which the cavalry under his command guarded
and watched the country on the left and front of Jeff'erson, and filled
up the void left by the advance of the infantry column.
I append a list of the rejiorts of division and brigade commanders
and chief of artillery, which are transmitted with this report.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. B. FEANKLIN,
Major- General^ Commanding.
Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Army of the Foiomac.
;

;

[Addenda.]

Itinerary of the Sixth

Army

Corps September 1-30, 1862.*
j

FIRST DIVISION.

September

1, left

Centreville at sundown, and

marched

to Fairfax

Court-House, Va.

September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September

2,
6,
7,

8,

9,

marched to Seminary, near Alexandria.
marched, via Long Bridge, to Georgetown.
marched to Babbit’s farm, beyond Tennallytown, D. C.
marched to Muddy Eun.
marched to Seneca Eun, beyond Darnestown.

10,
12,
13,

marched to Barnesville.
marched to near the Monocacy Eiver, via Urbana.
marched to the foot of the Catoctin Mountains, near

Jefferson.

September 14, marched across the mountains, and passed through
Jefferson to Burkittsville, where we met the enemy’s pickets at 3 p m.
Found the enemy strongly posted at Crampton’s Pass, South Mountain.
The division at once formed for attack, and, after a severe engagement,
carried the pass by storm, losing 114 men killed and 397 wounded,
comi)letely routing the enemy, and capturing 400 prisoners, 700 stand
of arms, 4 stand of colors, 1 piece of artillery, &c.
September 17, left pass at daylight, and marched, via Eohrersville
and Keedysville, to the battle-field of Antietam, where we took position
about noon, relieving a portion of General Sumner’s corps. The division was not actively engaged, losing only 68 men killed and wounded.

September
September
September

19,
20,
23,

moved to the Potomac, opposite Shepherdstown.
about midnight ordered to Williamsport.
moved to our present camp, near Bakersville.
From

‘‘record of events,” in division returns.

:
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The Third Brigade left Camp California, near Alexandria, Va., August
on the Fairfax and Alexandria turnpike. Arrived at Centreville
the night of the 30th, where it encamped until the night of September
1.
Took up the march again, and encamped near Fairfax for the night.
Beached Camp California, Ya., again on September 2, and pitched tents
and remained until September 0.
Marched across Long Bridge encamped on September 7 near Georgetown, and marched through Tennallytown, Bockville, Barnesville, and
28,

j

Darnestown, to the right of Sugar Loaf Mountain, through Jefferson,
towards the Catoctin Mountain. Marched through Burkittsville on
the 15th, to sux)port Brig. Gen. W. T. H. Brooks at Crampton’s Pass.
Eemained here until Wednesday morning, the 17th. Moved with the
division toward Sharpsburg, arrived at the battle-field of Antietam
Creek about 10 a. m., went into action, and was under fire until 12
noon, the 18th,

The

when

relieved

by Couch’s

total loss of the different

division.

regiments composing this brigade was

as follows
The Thirty-third Kew A^ork Yolunteers, 6 killed, 41 wounded; Fortyninth New York Yolunteers, 2 kdled, 21 wounded; Seventh Maine, 12
killed, 63 wounded, and 20 missing; Seventy-seventh New York Yolunteers, G killed, 26 wounded; Twentieth New York Yolunteers, 38 killed,
06 wounded, and 11 missing. Total, 64 killed, 247 wounded, and 31 missing; in all, 342.
Eemained near Sharpsburg until the 22d, and moved up near Bakersville, where the brigade is now encamped.

THIRD DIVISION.
1, a. m., bivouacked between Alexandria and Centreville,
to within 2 miles of Centreville, and returned to Germantown.
September 2, 5 p. m., brought up the rear of army on the retreat to

September

moved

Alexandria.

September
September

m., bivouacked near Alexandria.
to vicinity of Chain Bridge, on the Yirginia side.
Sejitember 5, 5 p. m., crossed Chain Bridge, and moved by river road
3,

2

4,

moved

a.

3 miles beyond Teuallytown.

September
September
September
September
September
September

6,

reached Offutt’s Cross-Eoads.

moved to Seneca.
10, moved to Poolesville.
12, moved to Barnesville.
13, moved to Licks ville.
14, moved to Jefferson, at
9,

8

j).

m., near Burkittsville,

and

joined General Franklin’s corps.

September 15, moved to vicinity of Eohrersville.
September 17, moved to Sandy Hook and back to vicinity of Sharpsburg.

September
September
September

Sharpsburg.
through Sharpsburg.
20, moved to crossroads near YAlliamsport, skirmishing

18, in line of battle at
19,

in front.
21, enemy retreated across the river
23, moved to Downsville.
Septend)er 30, at Downsville.

September
September

Third Brigade only reported.

from Williamsport.

:

B80

:

OPERATIONS IN

N. VA.,

W. VA., MO., AND PA.

[Chap.

XXNI.

No: 110.
Reports of Alaj. Gen. Henry W. SJoeum., U. S. Army, commanding First
IHvision, of the hatttes of Cramx)ton'’s Pass and Antietam.

Headquarters First
Camp

Division, Sixth Corps,
in the Field, SejAemher 24, 18G2.

Sir I have the honor of suhraitting the following report of the
action of this division in the engagement at Crampton’s Pass on the
14 til instant
The division encamped on the night of the 13th about Smiles east of
Jefferson, on the road leading from Urbana to Jefferson.
At daylight
on the 14th instant the division left camp, moved through Jefferson, and
at 12 m. met the pickets of the enemy near Burkittsvilie. Colonel Bartlett, commanding the leading brigade, at once deployed the Ninetysixth Begiment Pennsylvania Volunteers as skirmishers, who dro^ e in
the enemy’s pickets and advanced to the village. The other regiments
of the division were then advanced to a position about half a mile east
of the village, where they were completely concealed from the view of
the enemy and covered from the tire of his artillery. Wolcott’s First
Maryland Battery was then advanced to a point to the left of the infantry, and replied to the enemy’s artillery until preparations for the
attack of the infantry were completed.
At 3 p. m. the column of attack was formed in the following order
The Twenty-seventh Eegimeut New York Volunteers deployed as skirmishers, followed at a distance of 200 yards by the Fifth Maine and
Sixteenth New York Volunteers in line of battle the brigades of General
Newton and Colonel Torbert followed, each brigade being in two lines,
the regiments in line of battle and the lines 200 yards from each other;
the Ninety-sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers, of Bartlett’s brigade, which
had advanced into the village, formed in rear, and joined the column
as it advanced the One hundred and twenty-first New York Volunteers
was held as a reserve at the point where the column was formed. As soon
as the advance began, the enemy opened with a heavy and well-directed
artillery lire, but the troops advanced steajlily, every line in the entire
column preserving its alignment with as much accuracy as could have
been expected at a drill or review. The line of skirmishers soon drew
the fire of the enemy’s infantrj", which appeared in strong position in
rear of a stone wall, which afforded them an admirable cover.
The position and strength of the enemy having been ascertained, the
skirmishers were withdrawn, and Colonel Bartlett led the first line to
a point within 300 yards of the enemy’s line.
severe engagement
ensued, the enemy having greatly the advantage in position, and being
aided by at least eight pieces of artillery posted on the sides of the mountain.
The position of this pass and its approaches rendered it evident
that in the attempt to carry it reliance was to be placed mainly upon
the infantry. I had, therefore, left all the artillery of the division in
rear, but fearing that the stone wall behind which the enemy had taken
cover would prove an insurmountable obstacle to the advance of my lines,
I at once used every effort to bring forward a battery, with the view of
driving the enemy from his position. But before the battery was fairly
in position this obstacle had been overcome by a most gallant charge
of the infantry, and the enemy were fleeing in confusion up the mountain, closely pursued by every regiment of the division except the one in
Tlie enemy made
reserve, each vying with the other in the pursuit.
another stand at the crest of the mountain, but was speedily dispersed
:

;

;
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pursued through the i)ass and into the idain below. The victorj^
was complete, and resulted not only in the utter rout and dispersion of

aucl

the forces opposed to us, but in the capture of over 300 prisoners, 3 stand
of colors, over 700 stand of arms of the most approved pattern, 1 piece
of artillery, and a very large number of knapsacks, haversacks, blankets,
&c. The advance of General Brooks’ brigade, of Smith’s division, on
the left of the pass, simultaneously with the ad vance of my division, did
much toward the accomplishment of the work assigned to the corps,
and rendered our victory more complete than it would otherwise have
been.
Of the gallantry of the officers and men under my command I cannot speak too highly. Although greatly reduced in numbers by losses
on the Peninsula, although fatigued by long marches and constant
service since the opening of the spring campaign, each regiment
indeed, every man did his whole duty, not reluctantly, but with that
eagerness and enthusiasm which rendered success certain.
To attempt to designate any regiment, or any regimental or line officer, as being entitled to particular notice would be an act of injustice
to all others. I cannot, however, without great iujustice omit to call
attention to the conduct of the brigade commanders. General Kewton,
Colonel Bartlett, and Colonel Torbert, all of whom led their brigades
in the action, and gave renewed evidences of their skill and courage.
Colonel Bartlett, commanding* the leading brigade, was on this, as on
all former occasions, conspicuous for his gallantry and the skill with
which he handled his troops under a most galling fire. I sincerely
trust that both Colonel Bartlett and Colonel Torbert, commanding
their respective brigades, both of whom have given abundant proofs of
their qualifications for the positions which they now occupy as brigade
commanders, may be rewarded by the promotion they have so well
earned.
I append a list of casualties, showing the number of officers killed, 5;
wounded, 16 men killed, 109 j wounded, 381. Total killed, 114 ; wounded,
397 aggregate loss, 511.
This list embraces many of the bravest and most gallant officers and
soldiers of the division, lor a more particular reference to whom I resi)ectfully refer to the reports of the brigade commanders, which are
herewith inclosed.
I am greatly indebted to the members of my staff, Major Eodgers,
assistant adjutant-general; Lieutenants Guindon and Shannon, aidesde-camp, and to Captain TJrquhart, of Colonel Bartlett’s staff, for the
zealous manner in which their respective duties were discharged.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

—

;

;

H.

W. SLOCUM,

Major-General Volunteers^ Commanding.
Lieut. Col. Oliver D. Greene,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Sixth

Headquarters First
Camp near

Army

Gor])s.

Division, Sixth Corps,
Balcersville,

September 26, 1862.

have the honor to rei)ort that, early on the morning of the 17th
instant, the division under my command left Crampton’s Pass to join the
loain army, then already engaged with the enemy near Sharpsburg.
We reached the battle-field about 12 m., and immediately took position
in front of the white church, on the Ilagerstown and Sharpsburg turnSir

:

I
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pike, relieving a portion of General Sumner’s corps.
Our infantry,
though not actively engaged, were exposed to a heavy artillery fire from
the enemy until sundown, and are entitled to great credit for their gallantry under a severe fire, whicJi they were unable to return. The artillery of the division, under command of First Lieut. Emory Upton, Fifth
U. S. Artillery, was well served and did good execution. The batteries
of Captain Hexamer, First Uew Jersey Volunteer Artillery; Captain
Wolcott, First Maryland Volunteer Artillery, and Lieutenant Willis ton.
Battery D, Second U. S. Artillery, were all engaged, and their fire
proved very accurate and effective, twice silencing the enemy’s guns,
and holding in check a large force of his infantry.
The officers and men of the division lay or rested upon their arms in
line of battle for over forty hours without leaving their position, and
deserve great credit for their fortitude displayed on that occasion.
I append a list of casualties, showing a loss of 5 men killed, 2 officers
and 56 men wounded, and 2 men missing, making a total loss of 65.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H.

W. SLOCUM,

Major-General Volunteers^ Commanding,
Lieut. Col. Oliver L). Greene,
Asst. Adjt. Gen. and Chief of Staff, Sixth

Army

Corps.

No. 111.
Report of

A. T. A. Torhert, First Few Jersey Infantry, eommanding
First Brigade, of the battle of Crampton^s Pass.

Col.

IIdqrs. First Brio., First Div., Sixth Corps,

Camp

in Crampton’s Pass, near Burldttsville, JiJ., Sept. 16, 1862.

Sir I have the honor to report the following as the part taken by
the First Brigade in the action on the 14th at Crumpton’s Pass, Md.
It being decided to attack the enemy posted in the pass, the division
was ordered to advance in six lines, two regiments front, the First
Brigade being in rear. About 3 o’clock I marched my brigade in two
lines by the right flank under cover till we gained the open ground,
when the advance was made in line of battle as follows First line. First
and Second Eegiments New Jersey Volunteers; second line, 150 paces
They adin rear. Third and Fourth Eegiments New Jersey Volunteers.
vanced about a half mile with great regularity through clover and corn
fields, intersected by high wood and stone fences, being exposed the
greater part of the time to the enemy’s artillery fire. Arriving within
supporting distance of Colonel Bartlett’s brigade, which was engaging
the enemy, I halted. Soon after I ordered the Second Eegiment New
Jersey Volunteers forward to relieve one of Colonel Bartlett’s regiments,
which was out of ammunition, which they did with promptness. The
enemy was posted behind a stone wall at the base of the mountains,
with a wood just behind them.
At this time the distance between the contending parties was between
306 and 400 yards, an open field intervening. Thinking the distance
too great. General Newton ordered me to charge forward to the wood.
Accordingly, I ordered forward my second line. Third and Fourth Eegi:

:

;
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field into

the

The front line was ordered to cease firing. A cheer, and the
men went forward at double-quick in a most gallant manner, jumping
the fence, on the way, behind which our men had been fighting. When
they had advanced about 150 yards, I ordered the second line, First and
Second Eegiments, to charge in the same manner as the first, which
they did in a handsome manner. The enemy, although holding a very
strong position, and having the advantage of artillery, could not stand
these charges, so broke and fled up the mountain side in great disorder,
closely pursued by our men, who drove them through the pass, and
some "distance in the valley on the other side, when night put an end
woods.

to the pursuit.

Too much cannot be said in praise of the bravery and gallantry of
officers and men, for they certainly did credit to themselves and

both

the State they represent.
I am j)’eased to make particular mention of Lieutenant- Colonel Collet,
Third Kegiment New Jersey Volunteers, commanding First Eegiment
New Jersey Volunteers; Colonel Buck, Second Eegiment; Colonel
Brown, Third Eegiment, and Colonel Hatch, Fourth Eegiment, for their
bravery, coolness, and the admirable manner in which they handled
their regiments.
Where officers and men all behave with such gallantry, it would be
invidious to particularize.
great many of the enemy were taken prisoners, and among them
several officers. The brigade captured nearly enough Springfield rifled
muskets to arm the Fourth Eegiment New Jersey Volunteers, who were
before armed with the smooth-bore musket.
I am happy to state that the Fourth Eegiment New Jersey Volunteers, which lost its colors before Eichmond, captured two colors during this engagement.
I take great pleasure in making honorable mention of my staff, Lieut.
Henry P. Cooke, Second Eegiment, acting assistant adjutant-general;
Capt. James G. Fitts, brigade commissary, and Lieut. Charles Wilson,
Third Eegiment, acting aide-de-camp, for their bravery, coolness,
promptness, and correctness in carrying my orders to difterent parts of
the field.
I regret to mention the death of Josiah S. Studdeford, first lieutenant and adjutant Fourth Eegiment New Jersey Volunteers, who fell
while gallantly cheering on his men, just as we had gained the to]) of
the pass.
The loss to the brigade has been as follows: One officer killed, 9
officers wounded
total, 10.
Thirty-nine non-commissioned officers and
privates killed, 125 non-commissioned officers and privates wounded

A

;

Aggregate, 174.
I cannot pay too high a compliment to the medical staft* of the brigade for the manner in which they performed their duty.
The chaplains of the different regiments deserve great credit for their
assistance in conveying the wounded to the rear, and administering to
their wants.

total, 164.

Very

your obedient servant,
A. T. A. TOEBEET,
Colonel First Regiment Feiv Jersey Yols.^ Comdg. Brigade.

respectfull}',

Major Eodgers,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

:
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Report of Lieut. Col. Marie W.

Collet^

Third

manding First New Jersey Infantry, of
IIdqrs. First

Eegiment

New Jersey Infantry., comthe haitle of Antietam.

New Jersey

Volunteers,

September 16, 1802.

Sir

I

:

have the honor

to report

The First Eegiment New Jersey Volunteers, with the Second Eegiment
New Jersey Volunteers, was in the first line of the brigade. The advance across the fields, under a heavy fire of shell and solid shot from
the enemy’s batteries, was steady and unwavering. When the order
was given to Charge, and drive the rebels from the hill,” the regiment,
with cheers, started, and halted only when the enemy was driven from
the hill and entirely dispersed.
Where officers and men all behaved with such distinguished gal-

*#*#**#

impossible to single out one for particular mention.
and wounded in the First New Jersey, as far as yet ascertained, are as follows

lantry,

The

it is

killed

I

am, very respectfullv, your obedient servant,
Lieut. Col. Third N. J. Vols., in

First Lieut. H. P. Cooke,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General,

M. W. COLLET,
command of First N. J. Vols.

New

Jersey Brigade.

No. 113.
Reports of Col. Samuel L. Bueh, Second New Jersey Infantry, of the battles
of Cramptoii’s Pass and Antietam.

IIdqrs.

Second Eegiment New Jersey Volunteers,
Camp in Crampton'’s Pass, September 16, 1862.

Sir: The movements of this regiment previous to, and in action of,
14th instant are as follows
Marched from camp near Buckey’s Station at 6 a. m.. Second Eegiment in column; arrived at Jefferson at 11 o’clock; bivouacked about
one hour; then advanced within 2 miles of Crampton’s Pass; there
rested one hour and thirty minutes
advanced by the flank under
cover of rising ground until within musket- range of the enemy formed
in line of battle (having the left of the advance line of the brigade),
and moved forward to relieve one regiment of Bartlett’s brigade, posted
in rear of a rail fence.
occupied the same position which tliey had
left, and opened fire on the enemy.
After firing about twenty minutes,
the Fourth Eegiment of the second line advanced through our lines and
made a charge across an open field, followed immediately by us, both
reaching the stone fence about the same time, behind which the enemy
were in position. The enemy broke and fled, we pursuing them up the
hill and through the pass.
As we advanced, the regiment wheeled to
the rigdit, the left resting on the crest of the hill on the left of the road.
At this point the enemy were re enforced by fresh regiments, but they
could not withstand our fire, and, without getting into position, broke
and fled, we following them down the hill and along the road a distance
of about a quarter of a mile, where we could see the baggage train of
the enemy, protected by two pieces of artillery, in full retreat. As we
;

;

We
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appeared, they opened on us with grape and canister. If our men had
been fresh at this point, we could easily have taken the artillery and
part of the baggage train, but the men were so fatigued, and darkness
coming on, the enemy made good their escape. Being relieved by the
Ninety-fifth Pennsylvanijj Volunteers, by order of Colonel Torbert we
fell back about a quarter of a mile, encamping in a field on the lefthand side of the road, which position we occupy at the present time.
As regards the conduct of ofiicers and men, I would state it was all
that could be desired or expected. Where all exhibited so much determination and gallantry, it would be invidious to particularize, but I cannot close without calling your attention to the brave conduct of ColorCorpl. Joseph Donovan, of Company A, who bore our colors through
the thickest of the fight in the most gallant manner, and justly merits
promotion.

Herewith

find list of casualties.*

Trusting the above will meet your approbation, I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

SAML.

L.

BUCK,

Colonel^

Lieut.

Commanding.

H. P. Cooke,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. Second Eegiment

New Jersey

Volunteers,

September 21, 1862.
In compliance with your request for a report of the part this regiment took in the late battle near Sharpsburg, on the 1 7th instant, I respectfully report the following:
On the morning of the 17th instant we marched from Crampton’s
Pass and arrived at the scene of contest about noon. Immediately
after our arrival we were ordered to the front by Colonel Torbert, to
support Captain Ayres^ battery (D), First U. S. Artillery, which at that
time was sharply engaging the enemy.
remained in position in
rear of the battery until night, exposed at intervals to a heavy fire,
our loss on this occasion amounting in all to 2 killed and 7 wounded.
In regard to the conduct of the men, I am happy to state they behaved
with unusual coolness and bravery. Below please find list of casualties.!
Hoping the above may meet your approbation, I remain, very re-

We

spectfully,

SAML.

L.

Colonelj

Lieut.

BUCK,
Commanding.

H. P. CooiCE,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General,

No. 114.
Report of Col. Henry

New Jersey Infantry^ of the battle
of Crampton^s Pass,

Brown., Third

IF.

Hdqrs. Third Eegiment New Jersey Volunteers,
Camp in Crampton’s Pass, Md,, September 15, 1862.
Sir On Sunday morning, the 14th instant, about 6 o’clock, we left
our bivouac, and marched through a pass over the mountains to Jeffer:

*

Embodied
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where we halted in a field by the town for some time. A little benoon we again marched to a point about half a mile to the rear of
the village of Burkittsville, where we formed line of battle on the slope
of a wooded height, a little on the right of the enemy’s position. After
remaining a few minutes, we moved forward into a swampy hollow, and
there remained until about 4 o’clock p. m., wjien we marched by a flank
side by side with the First Eegiment, followed respectively by the
Fourth and Second, keeping as well concealed as the nature of the
ground permitted from the fire of the enemy’s artillery, which was
strongly posted on a road which leads nearly parallel to the hillside
from Burkittsville, and turned suddenly to the left through the gap
(artillery was also posted on the steep, rocky, and woody height), until
we came directly in front of the enemy’s position, where we halted.
The First and Second Regiments moved forward, forming the first
line of the brigade.
The Third and Fourth followed to the front at a
distance varying from 100 to sometimes only 30 paces in rear, according
We moved thus over an open country into the nature of the ground.
tersected by high fences, the men clambering over as best they could,
and quickly regaining their position in line, marching with great steadiness and precision, and so through a corn-field, still exposed to a hot
fire of shell from the enemy, for a distance of one-fourth of a mile.
At
the verge of the corn-field we were ordered to halt. Here we lost some
men- from their shell.
Ten minutes after, we were ordered forward, and moved rapidly and
steadily across a grass field under cover of a slight rise in front. The
men were here ordered to lie down in line. The first line was now hotly
engaged, as we could hear from the incessant fusillade intermingled
with the roar of the enemy’s guns, now throwing grape and canister as
well as shell. In five minutes the Third and Fourth were ordered in to
relieve the first line, and tbe men, springing up, went in with a cheer up
to, over, and through the high fence held by the enemy at the base of
the wooded heights and strongly lined by his sharpshooters, who delivered their fire with great rapidity. But nothing could withstand the
onset of our men. The enemy broke and fled, pursued by our men without halt up the sides of the mountain, climbing up the shingly sides of
SOD,
fore

'

the

hill until

they reached the road before mentioned.

was observed that a battalion of the enemy were forming on
the right of our line, now become the first line of the brigade, when we
changed front forward and delivered a destructive fire on his half-formed
line, followed up by a renewal of the charge, when he broke utterly and
Here

it

A

the pursuit continued.
party of my regiment, under command of
Lieutenant Fairly, my acting adjutant, and Lieutenant Hufty, consisting of about 20 men, moved off from the regiment by my order, and circling round by the road to the right, got in rear of and around the heights
up which the body of the regiment was pursuing the retreating foe.
They moved with such rapidity that many of the party fell out exhausted, and on their arrival at the point desired in rear the adjutant
found he had but 5 men. With these he succeeded in capturing 4 of
the enemy’s officers and many of their men. This party, being out of
ammunition, was obliged to abandon the pursuit, though they delivered
their last remaining fire into the enemy’s artillery, now in full retreat,
and which could easily have been captured had there been cavalry to
pursue.
Thus ended a sharp and well-contested action, in which the enemy
had every advantage of numbers, position, and artillery. In his utter
and complete rout, my men showed here what they could do when they
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fair chance, and they here well sustained the honor of New Jersey
on this field. I have not to regret the loss of any officer killed. Captain Stickney, of Company F, and Second Lieutenant Lambson, of Company E, are both slightly wounded. My officers and men behaved
most gallantly. Those ofiicers who had received their commissions, the
previous day (all in command of companies) showed by their conduct
how well they had deserved their promotion. Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, of the Fifteenth Kegiment New Jersey Volunteers, late captain of
Company E, in my regiment, and of the acceptance of whose resignation
I have not yet received official notice, was my only acting field officer,
and though where all have distinguished themselves it might seem invidious to particularize, I should be acting unjustly did I not mention
how nobly he assisted me. I must also mention First Lieut. David
Fairly, my acting adjutant, for his promptness in repeating my commands, as well as for his perfect coolness and daring intrepidity. Lieutenant Hufty also behaved remarkably well.
One of my officers captured the colors of the Cobb Legion at the same
time with a private, but seeing the man belonged to the Fourth Eegiment of our brigade, he gave up his claim to the colors, and gave Colonel
Hatch the sling in the evening. Both color-bearers of my regiment. Sergeant Haggerty, of Company A, and Corporal Westcott, of Company B,
behaved with distinguished gallantry, waving their colors continually in
advance, and I cannot speak too highly of the conduct of Acting Sergeant Dalziel, of Company D, who accompanied my acting adjutant
with the party detailed and brought down many of the enemy with his
unerring ritie.
My entire loss was 11 killed and 28 wounded.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

had a

H.

W. BKOWN,
Colonely

Lieut.

Commanding.

H. P. Cooke,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 115.
Report of Col. William B. Hatcli^ Fourth New Jersey Infantry^ of the battle
of CramptoFs Pass.

Crampton^s Pass, Md., September 16, 1862.
have the honor to report that, in compliance with orders received on the 16th instant from Col. A. T. A. Torbert, then in command
of the brigade, I took position with the Fourth Eegiment New Jersey
Volunteers in rear of the Second Eegiment, forming part of the second
line of battle.
The Second Eegiment had engaged the enemy, who
held a strong position behind a stone wall at the foot of the mountain
with a large force of infantry. I then received orders to charge the
enemy. I advanced across a plowed field of 400 yards in extent
under a heavy cross-fire from the enemy’s artillery, which was planted on
the mountain slope, driving him from every point in front of us. We
leaped the walls and continued in pursuit over the mountain into the
gorge and up the next ascent to its summit, the enemy retreating in
disorder into the valley below. We took many prisoners, including a
large number of officers, among whom was Colonel Lamar, wounded,
and his adjutant also two stand of colors. In the eagerness of purSir

:

I

;

:
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we ran over two otlier rebel flags, which were picked up by a Nlew
York regiment. Among the spoils of the engagement obtained by us
were a sufficient number of Springfield rifled muskets to equip my
whole command, who were previously armed with an iuiperfect smoothsuit

bore musket.

Where

and men fought with such determination it is imposmake an exception for brave and gallant conduct during
engagement. My officers bravely cheered on their men, who ad-

sible for

the

officers

me

to

vanced with unflinching steadiness, and maintained

their alignment with
almost the precision of a battalion drill. On the list of casualties of
the day the most to be regretted is Adjt. Josiah S. Studdeford, who was
instantly killed after we had reached the gorge between the mountain
cliffs.
He had borne himself gallantly, everywhere cheering the men

Ten

to victory.

Very

killed, 27

respectfully,

wounded

;

total, 37.

your obedient servant,

WM.

B.

HATCH,

Colonel Fourth Neiv Jersey Volunteers.

H. P. Cooke,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General., First

Lieut.

New Jersey

Brigade.

No. IIG.
Report of Col. Joseph J. Bartlett^ Twenty -seventh Neto Yorlc Infantry^
commanding Second Brigade., of the battle of Crampton-s Pass.

Hdqrs. Second Brio., Pirst Hiv., Sixth Corps,
,

Major

:

I

18G2.

have the honor to submit the following report of the part
brigade in the battle of Crampton’s Pass, Sunday, Sep-

taken by my
tember 14, 18G2

My

command, after a march of nearly 10 miles, arrived opposite the
village of Burkittsville and Crampton’s Pass about 12 o’clock m., with
the Ninety-sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Colonel Cake commanding,
deployed as skirmishers. The enemy’s pickets retired from the town

and opened an artillery fire from two batteries upon my line of skirmishers. I was ordered by Major-General Slocum to halt until he could
mass his troops and arrange the plan of the assault, as the appearance
of the mountain pass convinced all that artillery was of no avail against
it, and that nothing but a combined and vigorous charge of infantry
would carry the mountain.
It being decided that the attack should be made on the right and
flank of the road leading over the mountains, I was ordered to lead the
column, under cover from artillery fire and as secretly as possible, to a
large field near its base, where the column of attack was to be formed,
each brigade in two lines, at 200 paces in rear. About 4 o’clock p. m. I
ordered forward the Twenty-seventh New York Yoluuteers, Lieut. Col.
A. H. Adams commanding, to deploy as skirmishers, and, upon their
placing the interval ordered between the column of attack and their line,
I advanced at quick time the Fifth Maine Volunteers, Col. N. J. Jackson commanding, and Sixteenth New York Volunteers, Lieut. Col. J. J.
Seaver commanding. My line of skirmishers found the enemy at the
base of the mountain, safely lodged behind a strong stone wall. Their
entire line, being

now

developed, exhibited a large force.

My first

line
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adv^anced rapidly and steadil}^ to the front under a severe fire of artillery from the heights above and musketry from behind the wall ami
the trees on the slope above it. Halting behind a rail-fence about 300
yards from the enemy, the skirmishers were withdrawn and the battle

commenced.
By some unexplained and unaccountable mistake, more than 1,000
yards intervened between the head of the column of General Newton’s
brigade find my own line, and nothing but the most undaunted courage
and steadiness on the part of the two regiments forming my line maintained the fight until the arrival of the rest of the attacking column.
their arrival, the Thirty-second New York Volunteers, Colonel Matheson commanding, and the Eighteenth New York Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Myers commanding, were sent to report to me by order
of General Newton, commanding Third Brigade. The Fifth Maine and
Sixteenth New York Volunteers having expended their ammunition, I
relieved them, and formed them 20 paces in rear.
The New Jersey brigade. Colonel Torbert commanding, now arrived
on the left of the line, and commenced firing by its first line, and the
Ninety-sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers having joined my command, and
been positioned by me on the extreme right, it became apparent to all
that nothing but a united charge would dislodge the enemy, and win
the battle.
moment’s consultation with Colonel Torbert decided us
to make the charge immediately at a double-quick, and the order was
passed along the line to “Cease firing,” the command given to “ Charge,”
and our whole line advanced with cheers, rushing over the interveningspace to the stone wall and routing the enemy. The charge was maintained to the top of the mountain, up an almost perpendicular steep,
over rocks and ledges, through the underbrush and timber, until the
crest overlooking the valley beyond was gained. The victory was decisive and complete, the routed enemy leaving arms, ammunition, knapsacks, haversacks, and blankets in heaps by the roadside.
The great natural strength of the enemy’s position, supported by
his well-served batteries, made it absolutely necessary that the first
attempt should be successful or great confusion and slaughter must
ensue. The success was fully and clearly established by the masterly
arrangement of the column of attack by Major-General Slocum, and
circumstances seemed to have been controlled by some master-hand
to enable us to carry out the clear instructions received before the
assault.
All orders were carried out in detail. No more and no less
was done than to execute the plan during the fiercely contested assault
Avhich was so clearly expressed in the bivouac.
1 have the honor of reporting the capture of one battle-flag by the
Sixteenth New York Volunteers.
The action of my own regiments, and of the Thirty-second and
Eighteenth New York Volunteers, who were under my command, recommend them to the highest consideration of their general officers.
There were no officers, field or line, who did not distinguish themselves
upon this occasion, and the highest praise should be awarded the soldiers

On

A

under their command.
It is with sorrow I have to report the death of Major Martin, Ninetysixth Pennsylvania Volunteers, who lell gallantly leading his wing of
the regiment to the charge.
My warmest thanks are due to the brave, able, and gallant assistance
’rendered me on this as on all former occasions by Lieut. E. P. Wilson,
acting assistant adjutant-general, and Lieut. M. E. Eicliards, acting aidede-camp. Among the surgeons of the several regiments, Surg. N. S.
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Barnes, Twenty-seventli 'New York Volunteers, I wish particularly to
mention for gallantry in following his regiment into battle, and establishing his field hospital close to the scene of action, thereby rendering
immediate and invaluable assistance to the wounded.
I herewith annex an official list of the killed and wounded in my
brigade.*

JOS.
Colonel^

J.

BAETLETT,

Commanding Brigade.

Maj. H. 0. Eodgeps,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ First Division^ Sixth Corps.

No. 117.
Report of Col. Nathaniel J. Jachson, Fifth Maine Infantry^ of the
of Crampton^s Pass.

battle

Headquarters Fifth Maine Eegiment,
Camp near

Williamsport^ Md., Septernber 23, 1862.
Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of events that
transpired on the 14th instant at the battle of Orampton’s Pass, as far
as relates to this regiment:
About 3.30 o’clock p. m., in company with the remainder of the brigade,
we received orders to move forward.
were formed in the first line
of battle, in company with the Sixteenth New York Volunteers, our position being upon the left.
immediately moved forward in line to
assault th^e enemy’s lines, under a severe and galling fire.. Arriving
within about 500 yards, we became engaged with the enemy’s infantry.
Our line rested behind a rail fence, which position we maintained for
upward of an hour, when our ammunition became completely exhausted.
We then fell back a short distance, our position being occupied by a
portion of General Newton’s brigade.
then received orders to fix
bayonets and charge upon the enemy, which we did at double-quick.
We remained upon the battle-field during the night. Both officers and
men behaved in a noble manner.
Our loss was 4 killed and 28 wounded.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. J. JACKSON,
Colonelj Commanding Regiment.
Lieut. E. P. Wilson,
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Second Brig., Gen. Slocum^s Biv.

We

We

We

No. 118.

Report of Lieut.

Col. Joel J. Seaver, Sixteenth New
battle of Crampton’s Rfiss.

York Infantry, of the

Hdqrs. Sixteenth Eegiment New York State Vols.,
Camp near Williamsport, Md., September 22, 1862.
have the honor to report that on Sunday, September 14, inpreceded by the Ninety-sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers, marched from its bivouac, crossing the Catoctin Mountain, and’
passing the little village of Jefierson at about 12 m., soon after which
Sir

:

I

stant, this regiment,

Embodied
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halted for a brief rest. On resuming the march, the Ninetysixth Pennsylvania Eegiment, under Colonel Cake, was thrown forward
as an advance guard, and, on approaching the village of Burkittsville, a
On gaining
])ortion of the Ninety-sixth was deployed as skirmishers.
the immediate vicinity of Burkittsville, and within sight of the enemy^s
pickets, the brigade was drawn up on the left of the road, and the Sixteenth Eegiment was ordered to support the Second U. S. (Captain Up-

we were

ton’s) Battery.

From this position the brigade was again moved forward, and I received an order to follow in rear of the One hundred and twenty- first
New York Eegiment, which I did until we reached the outskirts of the
village, when I was assigned a position in rear of the Twenty-seventh
New York Yoluuteers, and the brigade moved to the right of the road,
and rested in a ravine until about 2.30 p. m., when we were again ordered
to advance, for the purpose of storming Crampton’s Pass, on South
Mountain, where the enemy had taken up his position. Advancing a
few hundred yards under cover of a hedge and corn-field, we were formed
in line of battle, with the Fifth Maine Eegiment on our left, and the
Twenty-seventh New York Volunteers thrown forward as skirmishers.
In this position we advanced about 600 yards to the crest of a knoll, and
to within short rifle-range of the enemy, who were in force behind a
stone wall and in the wood skirting the base of the mountain, the eneioy’s cannon in, the mean time keeping up a steady fire upon our lines.
Here we opened upon them, and continued a brisk fire for nearly threequarters of an hour, suffering severely from the fire of the enemy in
their superior position, when we were relieved by the Thirty-second
had rested
New York Eegiment, of General Newton’s brigade.
but a few minutes when Colonel Torbert’s brigade was brought up, and
ordered to charge upon the enemy. They were immediately followed
by General Newton’s brigade and the Sixteenth New York and Fifth

We

Maine Eegiments.

Now the third line immediately advanced with fixed bayonets and
ringing cheers. The enemy opened with great fury upon us with cannon and musketry as we gained the base of the mountain. I found
myself directly opposed to the enemy, who were pouring upon us a
deadly fire from the cover of the woods. Eallying my men with the
aid of Major Palmer, who behaved in the most heroic and commendable
manner, I ordered them to charge into the woods, which was done, driving the enemy before us. The troops on our right and left advancing
at the same time, we soon cleared the first slope of the mountain, and
pressed forward toward the pass.
As we gained the crest of the first hill, I observed a line of battle
formed in a road which led around the brow of the hill, and ordered
the men to cover themselves and fire as rapidly as possible. This was
done with good effect. Our fire, increasing as the men came up, soon
broke the rebel lines, and they tied precipitately. They were pursued
as rapidly as the men could climb the hill, and at sundown we had
carried the pass and won the day.
As night closed upon the scene I found myself on the heights on the
light of the i>ass, in company with Colonel Cake, Ninety-sixth Pennsylvania; Lieutenant-Colonel Myers and Ma>jor Meginnis, Eighteenth New
York, and a portion of the Thirty-second New York Volunteers. These,
with Major Palmer, Sixteenth New York, were the only field officers
Subsequently, and in obedience to orders, the
l)resent at that point.
Sixteenth Eegiment was moved to a point on the road passing through
the gap, where we bivouacked for the night.
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regiment gained the skirt of the wood, one of the enemy’s
was borne immediately in front of my right wing. The
color-bearers were fired upon, and one of them wounded, and a private,
James Allen, of Company F, rushed forward, securing the colors, and
taking the bearer prisoner. The flag has been forwarded to General
McClellan’s headquarters, in obedience to an order to that effect.
The loss of the regiment in this action was 20 enlisted men killed, 1
commissioned officer (Lieut. C. L. Jones) and 41 enlisted men wounded.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
tliis

battle-flags

JOEL
Lieutenant- Colonel^

J.

SEAVER,

Commanding Regiment.

Lieut. R. P. Wilson,
Actg. Asst, Adjt, Gen., Second Brigade, Slocuni’s Division.

NTo. 119.

Col. Alexander D. Adams, Twenty-seventh Neiv York
Infantry, of the battle of Crampton’s Pass.

Report of Lieut.

Hdqrs. Twenty-seventh
In

New York

Volunteers,

the Field near Williamsport, Md., September 23, 1862.

Lieutenant I have the honor to submit the following report of the
part taken by this regiment in the action of Crampton’s Pass, September 14, 1862
On leaving Jefferson, the Ninety-sixth Pennsylvania was sent out in
advance as skirmishers, and soon after the Sixteenth Ne\\^ York was
assigned to support a battery, so that the Twenty-seventh had the advance on approaching the pass. The presence of the enemy having been
discovered, the brigade was drawn into a ravine in column by battalion
Shortly
to avoid his artillery, and to prepare for storming the gap.
after, the Ninety-sixth Pennsylvania having been recalled and placed
in the column, the brigade moved under cover as far as practicable toward
the pass, and at 3.30 the Twenty-seventh, still leading the column, was
ordered by Colonel Bartlett, commanding brigade, to deploy as skirmishers, advance on the pass, and develop the enemy’s position, the center of the line, which was in all at least a mile long, being directed a
little to the right of the pass.
Almost as soon as the deployment was
completed, and the flank companies had been thrown forward a little,
bringing the line into the form of an arc, the skirmishers became briskly
engaged simultaneously on the right and left with a superior force of
the enemy posted at the base of the mountain, behind stone fences and
houses.
The firing at once became general along the whole line, and was very
rapid and at close range. In ten or fifteen minutes the first line of
attack of this brigade had advanced to the left of the center of the line
of skirmishers, and opened a fierce fire on the enemy in the woods in
After considerable interval, the musketry continuing fiercely,
front.
the Second Brigade, in column. General Newton’s having been brought
up to support the attack, and the skirmishers, as well as the first line
of Colonel Bartlett’s brigade, having expended their ammunition, the
colonel commanding directed that the skirmishers should retire and
rally on the center, for the purpose of reforming the regiment. This
was done in good order, though, owing to the extent of the line, it necessarily occupied some time, the charge which carried the pass being made
when but three or four companies had formed. As soon as the flank
companies had come in, the regiment was placed in the iiosition pre:

,

:
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viously indicated by General Bartlett, where it remained until the next
morning. The action had terminated in the total rout of the enemy
before this position was taken ui).
The conduct of this command during the entire engagement was
most admirable. Though exposed to the fire of the enemy’s artillery
while advancing over the open fields, there was no faltering or hesitation, and the severe musketry fire of the enemy was returned with the
cool deliberation and steady aim of experienced marksmen. It is reported by prisoners that the manner and steadiness of the advance
convinced the enemy that he had not raw troops to deal with. The
great extent of the line rendered the transmission of orders difficult, and
I am greatly indebted to Major Bodine and Adjutant Thompson for
the aid which maintained the proper disposition and unbroken continuity of the line. All the officers save one (whose case has been laid
before the colonel commanding) maintained and added to the reputation they have won in the previous history of the Twenty-seventh. It
would not be iiroper to conclude this report without mentioning the
efficient conduct of Surgeon Barnes, of this regiment, whose hospital was
established nearest to the field, and who was the first surgeon to visit
the wounded, collected in the houses at the foot of the mountain and on
the field after the action was over.
The casualties are 6 killed and 27 wounded j among the latter Lieutenants Seeley and Christman, and Color-bearer Sergeant McMahon.
The detailed report has been forwarded.
I

am,

very respectfully,

sir,

ALEX.

D.

ADAMS,

Lieutenant- Colonel^ Commanding,
Lieut. E. P.

Wilson,*

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General^ Second Brigade.

Xo. 120.
Report of Col. Henry L. Calce^ Ninety-sixth Pennsylvania Infantry., of the
battles of Crampton’s Pass and Antietam.

Hdqrs. Xinety-sixth Eegiment Pennsylvania Yols.,
Camp near Williamsport^ Md.., September 23, 1862.
Lieutenant I have the honor to subjnit the following report of the
engagements of the 14th and 17th instant so far as participated in by
:

this regiment

After marching through Jefferson on Sunday morning, I was ordered
out upon the road to Burkittsville, the regiment having been indicated
as the advance guard. When within 2 miles of the latter village, the
cavalry advance came in and reported a skirmish with a superior force
of the enemy’s cavalry. Companies
and F were deployed at once as
skirmishers, and moved forward, the balance of the regiment steadily
moving on within easy supporting distance. The enemy retired to
the South Mountain through Burkittsville, our two companies of skirmishers penetrating to within 1,000 yards of the base, the balance of
the regiment halting at the entrance of the village a little after 1
o’clock p. m.
As the skirmishers entered the village they drew the
fire of the artillery posted on the lieights, which was kept up during
the day, the shot being divided between tlie skirmishers and the main
body of the Xinety- sixth, drawn up in line on the Knoxville road, the
enemy revealing the x)osition of at least five of their iiieces.
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At about 4 o’clock I was ordered to draw in tbe skirmishers and rejoin the brigade with the regiment. Having posted a picket down the
Knoxville road, this required some time, and the brigade had commenced
to move, as had also the other two brigades of the division. Eeceiving
an order from Major-General Slocum to move on in the rear of the NTew
Jersey brigade, I did so, forming where they formed and moving on the
At about 5.30 o’clock the Ninety-sixth had marched
field to their right.
to the line of skirmishers, and I was ordered by Colonel Bartlett, commanding the brigade, to take my position on the extreme right. The
base of the mountain was now about 1,000 yards distant. At that
point the road ran parallel to the mountain. On one or the other side
of this road a substantial stone fence furnished good cover for the
enemy’s infantry, to say nothing of the wood on the side of the mountBrisk musketry firing was in progress on our left, but the good
ain.
cover in possession of the enemy and the distance at which we stood
rendered it quite certain that we could gain nothing at a stand-off fight,
while the artillery posted in the mountain was punishing us severely.
It was evident that nothing but a rush forward would win.
The
order to charge came at last, and with a shout the entire line started.

The

through which the Ninety-sixth charged presented rnanj^
meet the enemy with broken lines, I twice
halted momentarily, with a stone fence for a cover, for a great portion
of my regiment to form. The last of the series of fields through which
we had to charge was meadow and standing corn. As we emerged
from the corn the enemy met us with a murderous fire.
We were within 20 paces of the road, at the base of the mountain,
It was here we met our great loss.
the stronghold of the enemy.
Shocked, but not repulsed, the men bounded forward, determined to
end it with the bayonet. The road was gained in a twinkling, the
enemy leaving for the mountaki. Those of the enemy who were not
hurt, and who seemed too much surprised to get away, begged lustily
I had seen Lieut. John Dougherty, one of my best officers,
for mercy.
fall, but without waiting to see who were down or who were up, I
hastily formed my line. Major Meginnis, of the Eighteenth New York,
promising to form on my left and follow, and dashed on up the hill,
keeping the line formed as well as possible, to guard against a probable
stand cf the enemy at the crest of the hill. I let the men advance
nearly as fast as they could and wanted to.
It was a most exhausting charge. By the time we had ascended half
way the cannon had ceased firing on our left, and the enemy seldom
replied to our fire with their muskets. We made captures at every
After passing the crest of the mountain, a lieutenant of the
step.
Fifteenth North Carolina delivered himself up. I sent, during tbe
charge, 42 prisoners to the rear, including the captain of Company G,
Sixteenth Georgia, wounded, and other officers and men, most of them
unhurt. Sergeant Anderson, of Company K, shot the color-bearer of
the Sixteenth Georgia, but did not stop to secure the colors, Avhich were
secured by some of our forces afterward.
After advancing beyond the crest of the hill, I formed my line for
the purpose of resting the men, who were much exhausted by tbe
march of the day and the furious dash up the mountain. It is with
much gratification that I can report my companies all present in line,
fully and fairly represented.
fields

obstacles, and, in order not to

Colonel Seaver, of the Sixteenth, as also the officers commanding
portions of the Eighteenth and Thirty-second New York, joined their
Having
lines to the Ninety-sixth, and reported to me for orders.
thrown our skirmishers to the right aud front, I rested until the recep-
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of orders to return to tlie foot of the mountain and go into camp,
which order was promptly obeyed, the brigade going into camp on the
western side of the pass.
During the charge, and just at the moment when a splendid victory
was opened, Maj. Lewis J. Martin was mortally wounded by a musketHe was
ball in the head, and died while being carried off the field.
an accomplished and brave soldier an unassuming and perfect gentleman, beloved by all the regiment, and regretted beyond expression.
One of the first to volunteer in this war, he has at last laid down his
the only son
life while gallantly and bravely fighting for his country
of his mother, and she a widow. A minute before, First Lieut. John
Dougherty, commanding Company F, was shot through the breast, at
tioii

;

—

my side, while bravely leading his company to the final struggle at
the road. Sergeant Casey, seizing his sword as he fell, valiantly raised
it over his head and dashed forward at the head of his company, which
never faltered. There was no better or braver soldier than Lieut. John
Dougherty. The loss of these two officers falls heavily upon the regiment. During the charge I had 2 color-bearers killed and 3 wounded.
Casualties: 20 killed, 71 wounded; total, 91.
The conduct of the regiment was excellent, my orders under fire
being obeyed promptly and with great cheerfulness. Captain Lessig,
Company C, deserves especial mention for brave conduct. The prospect
of a fight in the wood and among the rocks on the side of the mountain
stimulated him to great exertions to gain that point, and he cheered on
his fine company most bravely. Captain Haj^, Company A, also preserved his excellent reputation as a fighting officer, holding his company well in hand, always cool and in line. His services were invaluable in the fight, as they always are on the march, on i>icket, or in command of skirmishers. Captain Budd, Company K, also fought gallantly,
leading his men bravely in the fight, capturing jirisoners with his own
hands. Captain Haas, Company H, also fought with coolness and courage, leading his men into the fire with promptness. Captains Filbert,
Boyle, and Boyer, of B, D, and H, also did their duty. I must also
make special mention of Lieut. George G. Boyer, acting regimental adjutant, who bravely encouraged the men throughout the lines uj) to the
time the road was gained. Upon the fall of Major Martin, Lieutenant
Boyer was charged with his removal, hoping that prompt attention
might save his valuable life.
The conduct of Lieutenant Byrnes, commanding Company I, and
Lieutenant Oberrender, commanding Company E, was most praiseworthy. At the head of their companies their courageous example
w^as most conspicuous.
Upon the fall of Lieut. John Dougherty, Sergeant Casey assumed command of Company F, and conducted it through
the balance of the day with the coolness of a veteran officer. Lieutenant Sailor, Company A; Lieutenant Hannum, Company D; Lieutenant
Bussell, Company C, and Lieutenant Huber, Company B, rendered
marked services on the field. Lieutenant Bussell, Company C, dispatched to bring Company B forward to the regimental line on the side
of the mountain, displayed promptness, courage, and zeal in the discharge of his duty. Sergt. Maj. John Harlan deserves especial mention
for the great coolness he displayed in the fight.
In forming the lines
to renew the charge after the enemy had been routed at the foot of the
hill liis services were invaluable.
It is truly gratifying to be able to
make this truthful statement. Companies A, F, I, C, K, and
were
the first in the road. Companies C, A, and
first and simultaneously.
In taking the road we lost 2 color-bearers killed and 3 wounded*

K
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The names of those killed with the colors in their hands are Solomon
M. Minzi, Company 0, color-bearer, and Charles B. Zeigler, Company
H. The wounded are Thomas Oliver, Company C, color-bearer Sergeant Johnson, Company H, and William Ortner, Company H.
;

being compelled to report that our surgeons invariably leave
first shell near the regiment.
This has always
heretofore deprived us of their services on the field, though I believe
it is the custom to report for duty at the hospitals after engagements.
This regiment would be quite as well off if its surgeons were left at
hospitals. Dr. Nugent having been iiromoted to the One hundred and
I regret

upon the bursting of the

twenty-sixth.

Very

respectfully, lieutenant,

Lieut. R. P.

your obedient servant,
H. L. CAKE,
Colonel, Commanding.

Wilson,

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

On the 17th the regiment moved from camp at daylight and crossed
the Antietam at 11 o’clock. With the balance of the brigade, it was
sent to the front to support batteries. While lying in position, a round
shot struck in Company G-, killing Private Frank Treou and wounding
Private McCoy Sargent. I have, happily, no other casualties to record.
Colonel,

H. L. C.,
Commanding.

No, 121.
Report of Brig. Gen. John Uewton, TJ. 8. Army, commanding Third Brigade, of the hattle of Grampton’s Pass.

Headquarters Third Brigade,
September 24, 1862.

Major

have the honor to submit the following report of the
operations of the Third Brigade at the battle of Crampton’s Pass,
September 14, 1862
My brigade arrived upon the field soon after 3 p. m., formed in two
lines of battle, the Eighteenth and Thirty-second New York Volunteers
forming the front line, and the Thirty-first New York Volunteers and
Ninety-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers the rear line. In getting into
their positions they were shelled with great precision by the enemy’s
batteries, but I am happy to say that but few casualties resulted from
this

:

1

fire.

Finding Colonel Bartlett’s brigade, which had preceded mine, actively engaged with the enemy, I supported him upon the right with
the Eighteenth and Thirty-second New York Volunteers, and subsequently upon the left with the Thirty-first New York Volunteers and
Ninety-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers. The troo])s were under a very
severe fire from the enemy’s musketry and artillery, they (the enemy)
being covered by woods, stone walls, ledges of rock, &c.
After a fusilade of about one hour and a half, with but little impression being made upon the enemy, the order to charge was given, in
which the entire infantry of the division, with the exception of the
One hundred and twenty-first New York Volunteers, were engaged.
The charge was short and decisive, and the enemy was driven from his
stronghold in a very few moments, although our loss was severe in accomplishing this object. The Eighteenth and Thirty-second New York
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line, aided by other regiments of the division, charged
up the almost inaccessible mountain to its summit, driving the enemy

on the right of our

before them. In this charge I regret that Col. K. Alatheson, Maj.
George F. Lemon, and Second Lieutenant Collins, of the Thirty-second
New York, were severely wounded, and Second Lieutenant Wright
killed
also, in the Eighteenth New York, Capt. William Horsfall killed
;

and Lieutenants Daley and Ellis wounded severely.
The Ninetj^-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers and Thirty -first New York
Volunteers, on the left, swept through the gap, and although their loss
is trifling compared with the other two regiments of the brigade, their
position was important. The Ninety-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers,
after passing through the gap, received the fire from a battery of the
enemy, which they bore steadily, and advanced in the face of, until the
guns were drawn off*. It is supposed the rapidity of their charge, together with that of the regiments on their left, compelled the enemy to
abandon the cannon, which was afterward brought in by the pickets of
the Second Division. The enemy^s train of wagons also barely escaped.
The rout of the enemy was complete, and we needed but a small body
of cavalry to have doubled their loss.
I take great pleasure in again noticing the gallantry and efficiency of
Col. E. Matheson, Thirty-second New York Volunteers, and who has
been repeatedly recommended for promotion also that of Maj. George
F. Lemon, Thirty-second New York Volunteers; of Lieutenant-Colonel
Myers, commanding Eighteenth New York Volunteers, and Major Meginnis and Captain Horsfall, killed Capt. A. Barclay Mitchell and
Lieutenants Daley and Ellis, wounded, of the Eighteenth New York
Volunteers, as behaving with great coolness and gallantry; of Col. G.
W. Town, Ninety-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, and Lieut. Col. F. E.
Pinto, commanding Thirty-first New York Volunteers, as performing
their duties with great efficiency.
j

;

I again call attention to the gallantry and efficient services of Lieutenant Eussell, aide-de-camp, and of Lieut. Charles E. Heisler, acting
aide-de-camp. Capt. E. M. Tilley, brigade quartermaster, and Lieut.
D. Tarbell, Thirty-second New York Volunteers, acting brigade commissary, accompanied me on the field, rendering efficient and gallant

services.
I was entirely satisfied with the

conduct of the

officers

and men of

the brigade.
I

am,

very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

sir,

JOHN NEWTON,
Brigadier- General, Commanding,

Maj. H. C. Eodgers,
Assistant Adjutant- General, First Division,

No. 122.
Report of Lieut. Col. George B. Myers, Eighteenth Feio Yorlc lyifantry,
of the battle of Crampton’s Pass.

Headquarters Eighteenth New York Volunteers,
Near Bahersville, Md., September 24, 1862.
have the honor to make the following report of the
regiment took in the battle of Crampton’s Pass, September 14,

Lieutenant
part
1862

my
:

:

I

.

About 3 o’clock p. m. on September 14 I received orders from General
Newton to advance my regiment across the field and silence a battery
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was stationed upon the road, about half-way up the hill. I advanced my regiment, under a heavy fire from the enemy’s artillery, to
within about 50 yards of the line of Colonel Bartlett’s brigade (who
was engaging the enemy), when I was ordered to halt, and a few moments after I received an order to form on the right of Colonel Bartlett’s
line.
I moved my regiment by the right flank info the position indicated, and engaged the enemy from behind a stone wall, but perceiving
that our fire was ineffectual, the enemy being ensconced behind a high
stone wall, I gave the order to cease firing. The whole line was then
ordered forward, we going through the cprn-field and orchard at a
double-quick to the road at the foot of the hill, where I halted and reformed the regiment, which had become somewhat broken. I then gave
the order to charge, the Thirty-second Kew York being on my right and
the Sixteenth New York on my left. On rising the hill to the road
which ran along its side, we received a terrific volley from the enemy.
that

was here that I met with my heaviest loss, the fire of tne enemy being
well directed and fatal.
At this point the lamented Capt. William
Horsfall was killed while gallantly leading his men to the charge, and
Lieuts. Daniel Daley and William Ellis severely wounded while at the
head of their companies, in the same charge. The men staggered for
a moment, but, at the command, immediately rushed on the enemy, killing and wounding many of the same.
then reached the crest of the hill, where I halted and reformed
the regiment. I then sent my adjutant for orders, the enemy having
fled in the utmost disorder.
He received instructions from Major
Rodgers, of General Slocum’s staff, to rest the regiment where it was.
After remaining there about an hour, I was ordered by Colonel Cake (the
senior officer on the hill) down the hill to the gap, where the division
was being formed. I marched my regiment to the point indicated, and
camped on the left of the road.
It gives me great pleasure to state to you that my entire command
behaved with the greatest coolness and bravery, the men receiving the
enemy’s fire and charging his position with the steadiness of veterans.
I would particularize Capt. A. Barclay Mitchell and Lieut. D. Daley
among the line officers as being brave and courageous to a fault, rallying and encouraging their men under the heaviest fire. The field and
staff were of great assistance, and all behaved with great gallantry.
Major Meginnis displayed at all times the greatest coolness and energy,
and deserves the highest commendation.
regiment lost in this action 1 captain and 10 men killed, 2 lieutenants and 43 men wounded, and 2 men missing, being a total loss of 58.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
R. MYERS,
Lieutena7it-Golonel, Comdg, Eighteenth New Yorlc Vols.
It

We

My

GEORGE

Lieut.

William Russell,

Jr.,

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 123.
Report of Lieut. Col. Francis E, Pinto^ Thirty-second New Yorlc Infaiitry^
commanding Thirty-first New Yorlc Infantry., of the battle of Crampton-s
Pass.

Hdqrs. Thirty-first Regiment

New York

Yols.,

Crampton'’s Pass, September 16, 1862.

Sir:

I respectfully report the part

taken by the Thirty-first RegiI had the honor to command

ment New York State Volunteers, which

:
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the storming of Crainptoii’s Pass in the afternoon of September 14,
1862:
I was ordered to deploy my regiment in line of battle on the left of
York State Yolnnteers, which placed
the Thirty-second Kegiment
me on the extreme left of the storming force, and advanced to the atThe regiment advanced in good order, notwithstanding the
tack.
numerous fences in their way, and the heavy fire of shell and musketry
had no effect to disorder my line.
I took up position on the left of the Sixteenth Kegiment New York
Volunteers, skirmishers of the Twenty-seventh Kegiment New York
Volunteers falling back to the rear, who were receiving a heavy lire
from the enemy, concealed behind a stone wall on the road and barn
back of the road. I remained in this position until I saw the troops on
my right moving forward, when I instantly gave the order to charge,
which was promptly obeyed by jumping a fence and passing througli
a corn-field with an unearthly yell. The enemy before us broi^e, and
fled right and left.
Seeing a movement on my left by troops of General Smith’s division,
I expected those who had fled in that direction would be turned back
upon me. 1 changed my front to receive them. They were either captured by General Smith’s troops or made their way over the mountains
to the left of the gap.
While in this position, I received orders to push on through the gaj)
I faced about, marched the regiment down to the road,
to my right.
my previous position having brought my right up to an inaccessible
part of the mountain, and with all possible haste arrived at the summit,
where, by your orders, I was placed in line to defend the fork of tlu^
roads, in which position I remained until after dark, when I was
ordered down the road leading to the right, on picket duty for the
night.
The officers and men without an exception behaved in a most gallant
manner. I am well satisfied that the Thirty-first Kegiment New York
State Volunteers can be relied upon for any work that any troops can
perform.
The casualties are 1 killed and 5 wounded. During the afternoon and
the next morning we captured 130 prisoners, many of them officers.
Kespectfully, your obedient servant,
ill

FKANCIS

E.

PINTO,

Lieutenant- Colonel^ Commanding.

William Kussell,

Jr.

Aide-de-Camp and Assistant Adjutant-General^ Third Brig.

No. 124.
Report of Col. Gustavus

W. Town,

the battle

Ninety-fifth Pennsylvania Infantry^ of
of Crampton^s Pass.

Hdqrs. Ninety-fifth Kegt. Pennsylvania Vols.,
Camp near Bahersville, Bid., September 25, 1862.
Lieutenant I have the honor to report the movements of my
regiment during the engagement with the enemy at Crampton’s Pass
:

on Sunday, the 14th instant

About daylight of that day we

left

our camp, and, marching through

Jefferson, halted in sight of the enemy near Burkittsville. During the
earlier part of the engagement, in compliance with orders, we took
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position in the second line, in rear of the Thirty-first Eegiment [New
York Volunteers, and moved forward in column of divisions. Becoming a mark alike for the artillery and skirmishers of the foe, we deployed,
and continued advancing in line of battle, and took up position a short
distance in rear of the Thirty-first Eegiment New York Volunteers,
thus being enabled to act toward the left or front.
At this time the left of our position was held solely by a line of skirmishers, most of whom were forced to retire before an attack of the
enemy in force along the road leading to Burkittsville, many passing
through our line and reforming in the rear. I was about changing
front to resist this assault on the left, when a regiment, understood to
be attached to Major-General Smith’s division, advanced out the road
from Burkittsville, driving in the enemy’s skirmishers, rendering the
contemplated movement unnecessary. Ascertaining from their movements that the force on the right of us had orders to charge, we moved
forward and took position on the road at the base of the mountain from
then received orders from
which the enemy had just retreated.
Brigadier-General Kewton in person to march by flank toward the
right, and, under his direction, charged up the mountain, reaching the
road near its crest. At this time we were on a line with the most advanced of our troops, and received orders to continue the charge out
the main road across the mountain.
Advancing in line of battle, the wings extending to the right and left
of the road, we were soon joined on the left by a portion of the First
New Jersey Brigade, under command of Colonel Torbert. The enemy
being here in line to oppose our farther progress, we attacked them immediately, driving them from their position and sending a number of
prisoners to the rear. Continuing the pursuit close upon them, they
made another stand, but were again driven from it. Halting for a few
moments to reform line of battle, in connection with the New Jersey
troops upon our left, we again advanced to attack the enemy, who were
hoping to reform to protect their wagon train, then in sight of us. To
assist this endeavor, they had placed a battery in position on the road,
which opened upon our line with canister immediately upon our advancing.
The line recoiled but for a moment, and then, with shouts, charged
upon it, firing as it advanced, the shots being directed by the flash of
the artillery, as it was now too dark to distinguish the gunners at that
distance. Getting close upon them, the artillerymen, fearing the loss of
their entire battery, fled, leaving one of their pieces on the road, merely
disabling it temporarily by throwing oft* one wheel from the limber,
which was left with the horses near at hand.
learned that it had
belonged to the Troup Artillery of Georgia, the piece being a 12-pounder
howitzer, and marked ‘‘Jennie” on the axle each side of the gun. The
infantry which supported the battery fled with it.
Here orders were brought to us by Colonel Bartlett in person to halt,
it being then dark, and retire to the woods at the foot of the mountain,
and take up position until further orders. At the same time Colonel
Torbert retired up the road with his command. Although we had thus
been subjected to a severe fire from artillery, at close range, with canister, as well as to that of the infantry, our loss was comparatively slight,
accounted for by the extraordinary want of skill in the enemy in endeavoring to fire up hill, their fire passing continually over our heads,
tearing and screeching through the trees, and showering the limbs

We

We

,

upon

us.

position, my regiment being some distance
was thrown out on the road, which remained there

Upon taking up our new
in advance, a picket

:
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rejoin tbeir regiment, General
his brigade to the front, forming

Shortly afterward I received orders to
a connection with our left.
remain in the position during the night. Such was the suddenness of
their flight that the enemy had thrown away knapsacks, haversacks, and
canteens, and everything which could impede it, and scattered 'along
the road the ammunition of their artillery. From prisoners taken next
morning we learned that they burned the wagon train which we had
endeavored to seize, not knowing that we had ceased pursuit.
Casualties 1 killed, 13 wounded, 1 missing total, 15.
:

Very

j

respectfully,

GUSTAYUS W. TOWN,
Colonel Ninety-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers,
Lieut.

William Eussell,

Jr.,

Aide-de-Gamp and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General,

No. 125.
Reports of Maj, Gen, William F, Smith, U, S, Army, commanding Second
Division, of the battles of Crampton’s Pass and Antietam,

Headquarters Smithes

Division,

Camp near

Sharpsburg, September 23, 1862.
Colonel I have to make, for the information of the general commanding the corps, the following report of the operations of my division
at Crampton’s Pass, Sunday, September 14, 1862
The troops arrived near Burkittsville about 1 o’clock p. m., and were
massed in a wood at long artillery range, and remained there until just
after General Slocum’s division became engaged in front of the pass.
I was then ordered to throw a brigade to the left of the pass, to create
a diversion, and, if possible, to turn the right flank of the enemy. The
Second Brigade, under General W. T. H. Brooks, was detailed for this
purpose, and marched by the flank to Burkittsville under a heavy artillery fire^ At that point skirmishers were thrown out and the line of
battle formed, and General Brooks advanced, under a sharp fire of skirmishers, across the opening and into the woods. The brigade crossed
the mountain at one of its steepest points, and passed down the western
face near to the valley, at which point they found a gun and stand of
colors left by the retreating enemy. They also took many prisoners,
and seem to have added materially to the day’s result by carrying out
General Franklin’s idea of threatening the enemy’s right flank.
As soon as General Brooks’ brigade became engaged, the Third Brigade, under Colonel Irwin, was ordered to support it. I also ordered
forward a battery, by direction of General Franklin, and Captain Ayres,
my efficient chief of artillery, arrived on the ground in time to post it
before dark for defensive purposes.
I inclose reports with reference to the operations of the troops that
maneuvered in presence of the enemy.
Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. F. SMITH,
Major-General, Commanding Division,
:

Lieut. Col. Oliver D. Greene,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Sixth

26
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Hivision, Sixth Corps,
Md.^ September 30, 1862.

Sliarpshiirg^

I have to report, for the information of the general comcorps, that my division left camp near Crampton’s Pass at
G o’clock a. m. September 17, and, making a march of 10 miles, arrived
on the field of battle near the Antietam Creek about 10 o’clock a. m.,
and I was at first ordered to mass the troops on the road to Sharpsburg,
ready to support the attack on the right or left, as might be required.
In a short time I was ordered to form my division to command the ford
across the creek, and shortly after was ordered to occupy a point across
the creek, and in rear of where it was then supposed our troops were
:

manding the

engaged with the enemy.

On arriving at the designated point, I was ordered by General Sumner to form the division in rear of some batteries on our extreme right.
Before the division was formed, I learned from Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor, of General Sumner’s staff’, that a battery on our right center was
unsupported, and I ordered two regiments from the First Brigade
Shortly after, on visiting the
(General Hancock’s) to its support.
ground, I ordered the remaining regiments and two batteries forward
to the threatened point and, finding that the enemy were advancing,
I ordered forward the Third Brigade (Colonel Irwin’s), who, passing
through the regular battery, then commanded by Lieutenant Thomas
(Fourth Artillery), charged upon the enemy, and drove them gallantly
until abreast the little church at the point of woods, the possession of
which had been so fiercely contested.
At this point a severe flank fire from the woods was received by the
Thirty-third and Seventy-seventh 17ew York Eegiments, which threw
both regiments slightly into confusion. They were immediately rallied
by their officers and faced by the rear rank, and ordered to lie down
behind the crest of a slope facing toward the woods. The rest of the
brigade was ordered to form behind a crest nearly at right angles to the
other, facing to their proper front. The brigade remained in this jiosition, subjected to a heavy artillery fire and practice from sharpshooters,
for twenty-four hours, until relieved by a brigade from General Couch’s
j

division.
I refer to the report of Colonel Irwin to show with what determination this exposed position was held. I also refer particularly to the
report of Major Hyde, Seventh Maine Volunteers, with reference to the

gallant conduct of that regiment, acting under the orders of Colonel
Irwin. These orders were ]iot made known to me till after the regiment

had moved.
I beg leave here to mention the following-named officers belonging
to this brigade, whose conduct was particularly gallant under my own
observation
Col. W. H. Irwin, commanding Third Brigade ; Col. E. von Vegesack, commanding Twentieth 'New York Volunteers ; Lieut. Col. J. W.
Corning, commanding Thirty-third New York Volunteers j Capt. E.
Martindale, commissary of subsistence. Third Brigade ; Lieut. John J.
Carter, Thirty-third New York Volunteers.
As soon as the Third Brigade was established in its position, I sent
back for the Second Brigade (General Brooks’) to act as a support, but
it had, without my knowledge or consent, been ordered away.
It is not
the first or second time during a battle that my command has been dispersed by orders from an officer superior in rank to the general commanding this corps, and I must assert that I have never known any

:
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good to iuise from siicli a method of fighting a battle, and think the
contrary rule should be adopted of keeping commands intact.
I inclose the reports of Generals Brooks and Hancock and Colonel
General Brooks himself was slightly
Irwin and Captain Ayres.
wounded, and General Hancock during the day was assigned to a
higher command.
The artillery, under Captain Ayres’ judicious management, assisted
very materially in silencing the fire of the enemy, which was so destructive to our infantry, and I must call to the attention of General Franklin the gallant and skillful conduct of Lieutenant Martin, commanding
Ayres’ battery, who on this, as on several previous occasions, has
shown himself worthy of promotion.
I must also call to mind the fact that the troops of my division were
mostly for forty hours constrained to lie down in line of battle, ready
at any moment to repel an attack, and subjected most of that time to
a fire of artillery and to the fire of the sharpshooters of the enemy.
1 beg leave to mention the following officers on my staff, who served
faithfully and gallantly through the battle Maj. Charles Mundee, assistant adjutant- general Lieuts. M. Berry, Samuel Carey, James A. Scrymser, J. F. S. Gray, aides-de-camp, and P. C. F. West, acting topographical engineer.
Capt. C. E. Crane, Fifth Vermont, ordnance officer of
my division, had his ammunition train not only close behind the troops
and in good order, but gave material aid in supplying General Sumner’s
corps and General Slocum’s division with ammunition when the supMy orderly. Private
plies of their respective batteries were exhausted.
William Heckler, Company G, Push’s Lancers, behaved gallantly.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
:

j

WM.

F.

SMITH,

Major-General, Commanding Division.
Lieut. Col. Oliver D. Greene,
Asst. Adjt. Gen. and Chief of Staff, Sixth

Army

Corps.

No. 12G.
Reports of Capt. Romeyn B. Ayres, Fifth IT. S. Artillery, Chief of Artillery, of the battles of Crampton’s Pass and Antietam.

Headquarters Light Artillery, Smith’s

Division,
September 30, 1862.

Major I have the honor to report that the artillery of the division
was employed on the 14th instant at Cramptons Pass, as follows
The enemy having placed two guns in the road about half-way
down the mountain side, my battery was posted in the plain below, on
the left of the road, and opened upon them. Slocum’s division advancing on the right of the road, the firing was continued till, the attack
progressing, the enemy withdrew his pieces. Later in the afternoon.
:

Brooks’ brigade advancing on the left of the road, I proceeded with
Cowan’s battery along the road and up the mountain side. I notified
General Brooks of my presence there with a battery, and so continued
up the mountain a little in rear of the general line.
Passing the crest and down into the valley, I selected a position in
conjunction with General Brooks, and posted the battery in the fork of
two roads leading from the valley up the pass, Brooks’ brigade on its
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and troops of Slocum’s division on its right. The battery was thus
posted for the night. Being the only one over the mountain, its presence and position were valuable. After passing the crest of the mountain, the enemy were driven down the side rapidly, leaving a brass 12pounder howitzer, horses, and harness in their flight. This was taken
and brought forward by my command (turned in to the chief of artillery of this army about the 28th instant).
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. B. AYEES,
left

Map Charles IMundee,

Ca])tain Fifth Artillery j

Assistant Adjutant- General,,

SmiWs

Commanding.

Division.

Headquarters Light Artillery, Smith’s Division,
Camp near 'Williamsport,, Md., September 23, 1862.
Major I have the honor to transmit the reports of the operations
:

of Snow’s and Cowan’s batteries during the battle of the 17th instant.
Stuart’s battery was detached for the time, serviug with Couch’s
My own battery was brought upon the line under a heavy
division.
The position was favorable and imporfire at about 11.30 o’clock a. m.
tant.
I ordered fire opened by it at once upon the enemy’s batteries.
From this time it was mostly under the immediate command of First
Lieut. L. Martin, my duties calling me to other points on the held.
The fire from the battery was continued, with intervals, throughout
the dajL The enemy’s batteries during those intervals are supposed to
have been replaced, owing to damage received. Several batteries
played upon them from our line at once, and a subsequent examination
of the ground showed that they had suffered severely. The position of
my battery being very important, it was retained in it until the enemy
were found to have retreated.
The officers and men performed their duties with entire composure.
First Lieutenant Ham, of Frank’s battery, en route to join it, served
with mine for several days and during the battle, doing his duty with
zeal and credit.
Second Lieut. James A. Sayles, Fifth Vermont Volunteers, adjutant
of my command, performed his duties under fire with gallantry hnd

judgment.

Very

respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. B. AYEES,
Captain Fifth Artillery, Commanding.
Maj.

Charles Mundee,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

m.

SmiWs

Division.

127.

Report of Lieut. Theodore J. Vanneman, Battery B, Maryland Light
Artillery, of the battle of Antietam.

Camp, September
Captain: On the 17th

20, 1862.

instant, as per orders received from General
Franklin, we were placed to the right and in front of headquarters, in a
corn-field, and ordered to shell the woods in our front, which we did.
battery of the enemy opened upon our lines from near the school-

A
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We fired
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405
fire,

at from

and, with the

to 3^ elevation,

nsin^j from
to 4 second fuses, and expended during the engagement
about 300 rounds of ammunition. I am happy to report the loss of only
one horse, which was killed by a G-pound shot. The officers and men
during the action behaved with commendable bravery.

Eespectfully submitted.

THEODORE

J.

VAlS^NTEMAlSr,

First Lieutenant, Comdg. Battery B, Maryland Artillery.

Captain Ayres,

Commanding

Artillery, General

SmiWs

Division.

No. 128.
Report of Capt. Andrew Cowan, commanding First Neio YorJc Battery, of
the hattle of Antietam.

Camp near Williamsport,

Md.,

September 23, 1862.
Sir: I have the honor to report that on the 17th instant I took a
position with Hancock’s brigade on the field near Sharpsburg, Md.
battery of the enemy opened on me as soon as I came into battery. I
returned the fire, and after two hours’ firing compelled it to leave the
During the time that I had been thus engaged, a battery of the
field.
enemy farther to the left had been quite troublesome, having brought
a partial cross-fire upon me. I directed my fire upon it and silenced it.
At about 4 p. m. the enemy brought up two pieces on my right in a

A

and opened on Sumner’s batteries. I changed front to fire
and prevent the possibility of a cross-fire from them. For

corn-field,

to the right

some reason Sumner’s fire did not appear to reach them. I then opened.
The enemy fired less than six rounds apiece, limbered up, and retired.
Our fire was quite accurate. Nothing further occurred that day, except
that I threw an occasional shell into the woods when I saw any considerable body of the enemy moving there.

On

the 18th a fiag of truce prevented further action. At 10 o’clock
m. we heard the enemy removing his artillery. The movement
lasted till 1 a. m.
My loss was 1 private wounded. Private John Fanning 1 horse killed,

p.

j

and 2 wounded.
I

am,

sir,

very respectfully, yours,

ANDREW COWAN,

Captain First Fete York Battery.
Capt. R. B. Ay^res,

Commanding

Artillery,

SmiWs

Division.

No. 129.
Reports of Brig. Gen. Winfield S. Hancock, U. S. Army, commanding First
Brigade, of the battles of Crampton'^s Pass and Antietam.

Headquarters First Brigade, Smith’s

Division,

Fear Sharpsburg, Md., September

Major

21, 1862.

have the honor to report that during the operations before
Crampton’s Pass on the 13th instant my brigade was held in reserve
aud was not engaged with the enemy.
:

1
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morning of the 14th we crossed the mountain and reached a
Here the Sixth Eegiment Maine
about 1 mile from Brownsville.
Volunteers, under command of Col. Hiram Burnham, together with the
FourthBegiment Vermont Volunteers, of General Brooks’ brigade, was
ordered to reascend the mountain and to take possession of the pass
about 1 mile below that above referred to, which was known to be in
possession of the enemy. This was accomplished, the command only
receiving the fire of the pickets of the enemy. Two pieces of artillery
were also added to the command.
Later in the day, the enemy having withdrawn their forces in front of
us, the force in question was ordered to pursue, which was accomplished,
until a halt was ordered, the artillery firing into the enemy’s retreating
cavalry. -The remainder of the brigade, together with a battery of
artillery and the Third Brigade, all under command of Major-General
Smith, pursued the enemy on the main road toward Harper’s Ferry,
firing a few shots from the artillery into the retreating cavalry.
The
pursuit was then abandoned, the enemy having entirely withdrawn,
and having so much the advance toward Harper’s Ferry that further
pursuit seemed unnecessary in connection with subsequent operations
to be carried out by the command.
A list of casualties has been transmitted.*
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Oil the

])oint

WIKF’D

S.

HANCOCK,

Brigadier- General,, Commanding.

Maj.

Charles Mundee,

Assistant Adjutant- General, Smitlds Division.

Hdqrs. First Brig., Second

Div., Sixth Corps,
Near Sharpshurg, Md., September 21, 1862.
Major I have the honor to report that on the 17th instant my brigade, leading Smith’s division, arrived on the battle-ground in front of
Keedysville about 9 o’clock a. m., and subsequently led the advance of
Franklin’s corps to support the right wing under command of MajorGeneral Sumner, then fiercely engaged and hard pressed by the enemy.
:

Arriving on the ground, the regiments of my brigade were placed in
position supporting three batteries Cowan’s, of Smith’s division, on
the right (3-inch guns) Frank’s, of French’s division, in the center
(12-pounder brass guns), and Cothran’s battery, of Banks’ corps (rifled
guns), on the left, the regiments being placed in the following order:
The Forty-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers, under Lieut. Col. William
Brisbane, on the right of Cowan’s battery; the Forty-third New York
Volunteers, under command of Maj. John Wilson, and a detachment of
the One hundred and thirty-seventh Eegiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, under Col. Henry M. Bossert, between Cowan’s and Frank’s batteries; the Sixth Maine Volunteers, under Col. Hiram Burnham, and
the Fifth Wisconsin Volunteers, under Col. Amasa Cobb, between
Frank’s and Cothran’s batteries, the whole line being parallel to the
Avoods in front, then occupied in force by the enemy, and at canister

—

;

distance therefrom.
Skirmishers were immediately thrown forward, who met those of the
enemy advancing through the corn-field separating us. The houses
and iuclosures in front of our position were occupied by detached com-

Embodied

in revised statement, p. 183.
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panies from my command. Very soon the enemy placed two batteries
in front of the woods, their infantry in the edge of it in supi^ort, and
opened a heavy fire with shell, round shot, shrapnel, and grape. I applied to General Sumner for another regiment to place in the woods on
my extreme right. The Twentieth Massachusetts Volunteers, Col. W.
E. Lee commanding, was sent to me, and jjosted by Brigadier-General
Howard. After a severe cannonading, our skirmishers doing good execution at the same time, the enemy^s batteries were silenced by our
artillery, and withdrawn from the field with the loss of several limbers
and many men. At the same time a portion of the Third Brigade of
Smith’s division assaulted the enemy’s advancing column on our extreme
In this position the field was maintained throughout.
left.
The conduct of the batteries and the troops under my command was
excellent without exception. Our loss in the infantry was slight, as
the men were lying down during the cannonatling. The batteries in
question met some losses in men and horses, but the reports have not
list of the casualties in the brigade has been
been made to me.
transmitted. Early in the afternoon of the 17th I was directed by
Major General McClellan in person, who was on the field, to take command of Richardson’s division, and to command the center of our forces.
General Richardson having been so seriously wounded as to require
his removal.
Herewith please find a copy of the order* relieving me from the command of my brigade, which was transferred to Col. A. Cobb, Fifth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers, the senior colonel, who conducted the subsequent operations of the brigade.
My stall officers, Capt. John Hancock, assistant adjutant-general;
First Lieut. William G. Mitchell, aide-de-camp First Lieut. I. B. Parker,
aide-de-camp, behaved with gallantry, and rendered very efficient service
in carrying orders under the fire of the enemy.
The commanders of
regiments and batteries above mentioned deserve especial mention for
*
their good conduct.
Maj. F. H. Clarke, chief of artillery of Sumner’s corps, was present,
and had general direction of the artillery in these operations.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A

;

WINF’D

S.

HAISTCOCK,

Brigadier- General^ Commanding,

Charles Mundee,

Maj.

Assistant Adjutant- General, Smitli’s Division,

No. 130.
Reports of Brig, Gen. W, T, H, Brooks, IT, S, Army, commanding Second
Brigade, of the battles of Crampton’s Pass and Antietam,

Headquarters Second Brigade, Smith’s Division,
Hagerstoivn, September

—

,

1862.

Sir I have to report the operations of this brigade in the battle of
Crumpton’s Pass, September 14
The brigade was ordered to pass through the town of Burkittsville,
with the view of supporting Slocum’s main attack on the right, by fol:

Not

fouutl,
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lowing the main road that crossed the mountain. After passing through
the town, under a heavy hre of artillery from the crest of the mountain
on the left, we found the enemy in position behind a stone wall at right
angles with the road. From this position they kept up a harassing fire,
not only on this brigade, but upon Slocum’s left. Skirmishers were
thrown out to dislodge them, with little effect. As soon as the nature
of the ground and the exact position of the w^all could be determined,
the Fourth Vermont, Lieutenant-Colonel Stoughton, was deployed with
the Second Vermont, under Major Walbridge, in support in second line,
and the other three regiments in support on the edge of the town. In
this position an advance was made against the wall, w^hich was carried
immediately, and some 15 or 20 prisoners captured. The advance was
continued by the Fourth and Second without further opposition, until the
top of the mountain was reached, when the Fourth was ordered to take
the crest to our left, toward the battery that fired upon us as we passed
through the town. The Second continued on down the other slope of
the mountain and reached the base as the troops of Slocum’s division
had scattered the enemy. The Fourth proceeded on the crest of the
mountain about a mile, and captured another party of prisoners, all belonging to the Sixteenth Virginia. In the last iiarty was the major of
the regiment, who commanded, and the battle-fiag of this regiment was
also captured. The other regiments followed the above movements by
the main road. The brigade bivouacked at the iioint where Slocum’s
division ceased the pursuit, and, on throwing out pickets, a 12 pounder
howitzer, with horses, &c., complete, and but slightly disabled, was
found abandoned by the enemy, which was turned over to Captain

Cowan.
The conduct of the troops on this occasion is worthy of commendation.
Exposed to a plunging fire of artillery while passing over a space of a
mile and more, and afterward to that of the enemy’s sharpshooters,
not the least hesitancy was observed. It gives me pleasure to call
especial notice to the good conduct of Lieut. Col. C. B. Stoughton, commanding Fourth Vermont, and Major Walbridge, commanding Second
Vermont; also to Lieutenants Parsons and Wheeler, of my personal
staff, who were active in the discharge of their respective duties.
Very respectfully,
W. T. H. BEOOKS,
Brigadier- General^ Commanding Brigade,

The Assistant Adjutant-General,
Division Headquarters.

Headquarters Second Brigade,
September 28, 1862.

Sir: On arriving on the battle-field of Antietam, about 10 a. m. on
the 17th instant, this brigade was sent to the support of French’s divisOn gaining French’s right, I found
ion, then reported heavily pressed.
that the enemy had been checked and repelled. The brigade then took
up a position on French’s right, which brought us on the left of the
Third Brigade of this division. This position was maintained the rest
of the day and the next, the men lying literally on their arms near fortyeight hours. While in this constrained situation they were subjected
to quite a galling fire of both artillery and sharpshooters, causing
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numerous casualties, a list of which and of the battle of Crampton’s
Pass has been already furnished.
The conduct of the troops on this occasion, as at Cramptoii’s Pass, is
worthy of commendation.

Very

respectfully,

W.
Brigadier-General^

T. U.

BROOKS,

Commanding Brigade.

The Assistant Adjutant-General,
SmitJds Division.

No. 131.
Report of Col. William R. Irwin^ Forty-ninth Pennsylvania Infantry^ commanding Third Brigade^ of the battles of Crampton’s Pass and Antietam.

IlDQRS.

Third Brig., Second Div., Sixth Corps,
Camp near Williamsport^ Md., September 22, 18G2.

Major In obedience to a division order, I have the honor to report
that on the 14th instant this brigade was ordered to support BrigadierGeneral Brooks, who was engaged with the enemy at Orampton’s Pass.
It moved rapidly and steadily through Burkittsville. The shells thrown
at its flank from the battery south of the pass did no injury. The crest
of the mountain was reached after dark, and finding that the enemy had
broken and that General Brooks had marched in pursuit into the valley, I reported to him just beyond the pass, and by his order established
the Seventh Maine, Twentieth, Thirty-third, and Seventy-seventh Kew
\ork Volunteers close in rear of Captain Ayres’ battery, and sent forward the Forty-ninth Kew York Volunteers as skirmishers by the road
leading to the Catoctin Mountain. Several prisoners were taken during
the night.
were encamped at the pass until Wednesday, the 17th, when we
moved' with the division toward Sharpsburg, near which very heavy
and continuous firing was heard, and about 10 o’clock a. m. we formed
on the field of battle near Antietam Creek, on the left of the First Brigade, and were instantly ordered into action by Major-General Smith,
two of the regiments, the Thirty-third and Seventy-seventh Kew York,
as skirmishers on the right, the Seventh Maine, Forty -ninth and TwenThe brigade, animated by the words and extieth New York in line.
ample of General Smith and by its own ofiicers, dashed at the enemy
in high spirits and good order, and was soon hotly engaged with them,
but they could not endure our charge, and broke in confusion.
severe
and unexpected volley from the woods on our right struck full on the
Seventy-seventh and Thirty-third New York, which staggered them for
a moment, but they closed up and faced by the rear rank, and poured
in a close and scorching fire, driving back and scattering the enemy at
this point. As soon as my line was formed, facing the belt of the woods
and the open ground to its right, the men were ordered down. Pickets
were posted on the crest of a small hill along our front, and all kept in
readiness to hold firmly to the position or to attack.
battery of the
enemy advanced and played with severity along my flank and through
the line of the Twentieth New York, which, from the nature of the ground,
was compelled to refuse its left, and thus received the fire along its
entire front.
Sharpshooters from the woods to the right and to the
:

We
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extreme left also opened upon us. Shell, grape, and canister swept
from left to right. The practice of the enemy was rapid and very accurate, and in a short time our loss was very heavy, and the dead and
wounded encumbered our ranks. They were carried to the rear to a
temporary hospital, where Asst. Surg. Kichard Curran, Thirty-third
Kew York Volunteers, was assiduous in his attention to the wounded.
About 4.30 o’clock Captain Upton, chief of artillery of Slocum’s division, rode to my line, and after we had examined the ground in front of
the left attentively, 1 decided to accept the battery which he earnestly
advised me to have planted there. Not a minute could be lost the
enemy were massing in front with the evident design of throwing a
powerful column against my left, and they could not be seen, except from
that part of the line. I instantly sent word to Major-General Smith, who
approved the movement, and I requested Captain Upton to order up the
battery, which came into action very promptly, and opened with three
rifled guns, which, after playing on the masses of the enemy with great
effect for half an hour, were withdrawn, and their places supplied by
a battery of Napoleon guns, the fire of which was terribly destructive.
These guns were of inestimable value to us, and the coolness and precision with which they were served deservm the highest commendation.
It gives me very great pleasure to acknowledge how much I was indebted to Captain Upton, and to the officers and men under his command.
When the battery was in full play, a skirt of wood on my left and front
;

was occupied by sharpshooters, whom, for the protection of the batwas necessary to dislodge. The Seventh Maine, under its gallant major (Thomas W. Hyde), was sent forward for this purpose,
which they executed in admirable style. The regiment advanced in
front of the skirmishers of the brigade on the left. The major threw
tery, it

out skirmishers, who soon drove in those of the rebels from the edge
of the corn-field, and the hollow lying this side the timber. The battalion was ordered forward, and as the enemy opened fire on it from
the front and left flank, a charge was ordered, and, with fixed bayonets, the men rushed forward in lino with a cheer, advancing nearly
a quarter of a mile at the double-quick. The body of the enemy in the
orchard to the left being flanked, broke and ran. Those directly in
front, behind haj^-stacks and outbuildings, also broke, and their colors
having fallen, this gallant regiment pushed on up the hill to secure them,
when a rebel regiment suddenly rose from behind a stone wall on its
right, poured in a volley, and at the same time they double-quicked
around to the left, to cut off the retreat. Tliose in front, seeing the
small numbers of the enemy, had rallied, and the enemy advanced in
Four of their rebel flags were seen, and a battery opened upon
force.
the regiment with grape, from which, however, they were partly shielded
by the trees in the orchard.
Finding the regiment so severely engaged, I was very anxious to
support them, but my orders were positive not to advance my line. I
rode rapidly forward, and requested the officer commanding the right
regiment of the Second Brigade to support Major Hyde, which he declined to do without orders from General Brooks. I then returned to
my own line to ask for a support from the rear, but in a few minutes I
had the extreme pleasure of seeing the shattered but brave remnant of
the Seventh Maine in good order return to my lines.
No words of mine can do justice to the firmness, intelligence, and
heroic courage with which this regiment performed its dangerous task.
Their killed and T/ounded and their colors riddled by balls are the
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proud, yet melanclioly, witnesses of their valor. Alone and surrounded
by the enemy, they fought until nearlyall their cartridges were expended.
They then delivered one fierce parting volley, closed their ranks around
their colors, and fell slowly back to the line of battle.
I cannot forbear calling the attention of the major-general commanding the division to the gallant soldier and gentleman, Maj. Thomas W.
Hyde, who commanded the Seventh Maine. He led his regiment into
action with spirit and courage, handled it under severe fire with judgment, and retired in compact order and with a steady front. Conduct
like this requires soldierly qualities of the highest order.
The Twentieth New York Volunteers by its position was exposed to
the heaviest fire in line, which it bore with unyielding courage and returned at every opportunity. The firmness of this regiment deserves
very great praise. Colonel Von Vegesack was under fire with his men
constantly, and his calm courage gave an admirable example to them.
Each of their stand of colors is rent by the balls and shells of the
enemy, and their killed and wounded is 145. This regiment was under
my own eye in going into action and frequently during the battle, and
I take pleasure in strongly testifying to its bravery and good conduct.
The Eorty-ninth New York, led by its brave lieutenant-colonel, W. C.
Alberger, charged with the brigade in the morning of the 17 th, driving the
enemy before it, and then took its place in line of battle, which it firmly
held until it was relieved on the 18th. I greatly regret that Colonel
Alberger was severely wounded in the face by a splinter of shell. This
officer commanded his regiment with spirit and courage, of which no
better evidence can be given than his honorable wound.
The Seventy-seventh New York and Thirty-third New York, under
Capt. N. S. Babcock and Lieut. Col. Joseph W. Corning, on my right,
repulsed the enemy handsomely, and then took and held firmly their
respective places in line of battle until relieved.
The splendid service of the battery of Lieutenant Martin, Fifth Artillery (part of the command of the often-distinguished soldier, Capt. E.
B. Ayres), which was posted near my right, attracted the admiration of
all who saw it in action.
For several hours it engaged the enemy at
short range and with deadly effect. It is but a matter of course that
Captain Ayres and his command should receive the most marked and
complimentary notice when under fire, but in this action I felt a jiarticular interest in Lieutenant Martin’s battery, for to its fire the safety
of my brigade may be largely imputed. Had he not checked the heavy
fire from the batteries of the enemy, they would have destroyed the
greater part of my command.
This brigade charged the enemy at 10 a. m. on the 17th, drove them
from their ground, which before liad been severely contested, occupied
and held it for twenty-six hours until relieved at noon the next day by
General Couch’s division. It was under fire constantly during this time
in a most exposed position, lost 311 in killed and wounded, yet neither
officers nor men fell back or gave the slightest evidence of any desire
to do so. My line was immovable, only anxious to be launched against
the enemy. I forbearcomment on such conduct. It will commend itself
to the heart and mind of every true soldier.
The commandants of regiments deserve the warmest commendation.
They bore all the peril with their men. They constantly encouraged
them, and gave them the noblest example of steady bravery. The line
ofticers emulated their superiors, and the list of casualties among them
lei Is how faithfully they did their duty.
Asst. iSurg. Richard Curran, Thirty-third New York Volunteers, was
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in charge of our temporary hospital, which unavoidably was under fire;
but he attended faithfully to his severe duties, and I beg to mention this
officer with particular commendation.
ITis example is but too rare,
most unfortunately.
I beg to call the particular attention of Major-General ^Smith to the
distinguished gallantry of my aide, Capt. E. Martindale, and my assistant adjutant-general, Lieut. William H. Long. Both of them were constantly under the enemy’s fire, and gave me the greatest assistance
during the battle, and set an excellent example of courage and endurance to the troops. These gentlemen were everywhere that they could
be of service, and I beg to commend their intelligence, activity, and
courage in the highest terms.
Herewith I present a list of the commissioned officers who were present and engaged in the battle of the 17th instant.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
W. H. IRWIN,
Colonel^ Commanding Third Brigade^ SmitJds Division.

Maj.

Charles Mundee,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 132.
Report of Maj. Thomas W. Hyde, Seventh Maine Infantry^ of the
of Antietam.

battle

Hdqrs. Seventh Maine Yols., Second Division,
Near Sharpsburg, Md., September 19, 1802.
Sir: I have the honor to report that on the 17th instant, about 5
o’clock p. m., I was ordered by Colonel Irwin, commanding the Third
Brigade of this division, to send a company to dislodge some of the
enemy, who were annoying one of our batteries. Hardly was the company detached from the regiment when Colonel Irwin rode along and
exclaimed in near these words “ That is not enough, sir go yourself;
take your regiment and drive them from those trees and buildings.”
He
I asked him to repeat his order and point out the ground again.
did so, quite emphatically, in near the same words, and added with
an oath, “ Those are your orders, sir.” He repeated the order several
:

;

times.
I took the regiment in front of the skirmishers of the brigade next
on our left, formed them behind a fence, sent out my skirmishers, who
drove the rebel skirmishers in fine style from the edge of the corn-field
and the hollow lying on this side of the timber I was ordered to clear.
I ordered the battalion forward, and as they opened fire on us from
front and left flank I ordered a charge. With fixed bayonets the men
dashed forward in line with a cheer, advancing nearly a quarter of a mile
at the double-quick. The body of the enemy in the orchard to our left
Those directly in front, behind haybeing flanked, broke and ran.
stacks and outbuildings, also broke, and their colors having fallen, we
dashed on up the hill to secure them, when a rebel regiment rose suddenly from behind a stone wall on our right, poured in a volley, and
at the same time I saw them double-quicking around to the left to cut
Those in front, seing our small numbers, had rallied.
oft* our retreat.
Looking back and seeing no supiiort, to escape being surrounded I

;
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left flank, formed them on a crest in the
orchard, poured a volley into those who were endeavoring to cut ofi:’
our retreat, and faced those in front. Here we received a severe fire
from three directions, and the enemy advanced in force. I saw four
Here we met a
battery opened on us with grape.
battle-flags.
heavy loss, but were shielded some by the trees of the orchard.
Having disposed of most of our cartridges, we retreated through the
orchard, gave them another volley as they attempted to follow, which
drove them back, and, closing up on the colors, I marched the regiment back 'in good order to their old position on the left of the Third
Brigade.
The affair lasted perhaps thirty minutes. The color-sergeant was
killed, and all the guard shot but one, who brought off our flag riddled
with balls. Fifteen officers and 166 men went into the fight, and our
loss was as follows Enlisted men known to be killed, 12 wounded and
brought off, 60 ; fate still unknown, 16. Lieutenants Brown and Goodwin and Sergeant-Major Parsons, killed j Captains Jones, Cochrane, and
Cook and Adjutant Haskell, wounded Lieutenant Butler, missing

marched the regiment by the

A

:

;

;

Lieutenant Warren, wounded and missing; Lieutenants Shorey, Ben-

and Emery, wounded.
But one ofiBcer, Lieutenant Nickerson, escaped untouched in clothes
or person, and but very few men. Captain Channing and Lieutenant
Webber had each three bullets through their clothes. The adjutant
and myself both had our horses shot under us.
The troops of the enemy engaged were the Seventh 'Georgia, First
Texas, Second Mississippi Battalion, and a fragment of a Louisiana
son,

Their loss I find, on visiting the field, to be much heavier
than ours.
I drove the enemy from the trees and buildings Colonel Irwin
ordered me to clear, but for want of support was unable either to
push on after his line was pierced or to hold the position that was
regiment.

gained.

make exception for special mention. Where all behaved so
and obeyed orders so readily, distinction would be invidious.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

I cannot

nobly,

THOMAS W. HYDE,
Major Commanding Seventh Maine Volunteers.
^

Charles Mundee,

Maj.

Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 133.
Report of Col. Ernest von Vegesaclc^ Twentieth
the battle of Antietam.

New

Yorlc Infantry^ of

Hdqrs. Twentieth Eegiment New York Yols.,
Camp in the Field., near Sharpshurg, Md., September 20, 1862.
Sir I have the honor to report that, pursuant to verbal orders from*
Colonel Irwin, commanding Third Brigade, the regiment formed in line
of battle in the woods on this side of Antietam Creek at about 11
o’clock a. m. on the 17th of September, 1862. Advancing through the
woods the regiment came into an open field, where they attacked the
:
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eueiuy aud drove him across the held and the adjoining heights. The
regiment occupied these heights until relieved the next morning.
The casualties in the hght were 38 killed, 96 wounded, and 11 missing total, 145.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
;

ERNEST YON YEGESACK,
Colonel,

Lieut.

Comdg. Twentieth Regiment

JTeiv TorJc Volunteers.

William H. Lono,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Third Brigade.

No. 134.
Report of Lieut. Col. Joseph W. Corning, Thirty -third New Torh Infantry,
of the battles of Crampton^s Pass and Antietam.

Camp

in

the Field,

September 20, 1862.

In obedience to orders, I have the honor to report that the Thirtythird Regiment New York Yolunteers, near sunset on the 14th instant,
marched from their position east of Burkittsville, with the other troops
of the Third Brigade, for Crampton’s Pass. During a portion of the
march we were briskly shelled from the rebel battery on the mountain.
The regiment continued the march steadily and in admirable order.
AYe ascended the mountain and marched to the left to support the Second Brigade, but were soon ordered to return to the road, and crossed
over to the west side of the mountain, and bivouacked at the base for
the night. On the 15th took 7 prisoners. Remained at Pleasant Yalley until the morning of the 17th. Marched at 6 o’clock a. m. Upon
arriving in front of the battle-field of Antietam Creek, I was ordered to
form in rear of and support the left of the brigade line, but just as they
were engaging the enemy I received orders from the commanding division general to support the right, and was ordered to march near the
woods in front. When near the woods the enemy suddenly and unexpectedly opened on the regimeot a heavy fire from their infantry, who
were in the woods, being in columns at the time, marching by the right
flank.
This sudden and unexpected attack caused a momentary unsteadiness in the ranks, which was quickly rectified. The battalion
faced by the rear rank and returned the fire, when, by order of the commanding general, the regiment retired a short distance, under cover of
a ridge, and formed the right of the line of the brigade, where they remained during the day, under very severe cannonading from the enemy^
We were relieved from this front on the 19th, about 10 o’clock.
The officers and men under my command behaved as well as could be
expected of any troops under such trying circumstances, and with great
steadiness kept their position during the day.
The casualties of the 17th were 6 killed and 41 wounded. Among the
killed I have to regret the loss of Sergt. Maj. George W. Bassett, a very

Sir

:

and gallant officer.
Respectfully submitted.

efficient

Lieutenant- Colonel,
Lieut.

William H. Long,

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General,

JOS. W. CORNING,
Commanding the Begime^it.

:
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Ko. 135.
Report of Maj. George W. Johnson^ Forty-ninth Neio YorJc Infantry^ of
the battle of Antietam.
,

Hdqrs. Forty-ninth Eegiment

New York

Vols.,
September 20, 1862.

In compliance with orders, I beg to report as follows
The Forty-ninth Eegiment left, with the division, the camp near Christian [Orampton^s] Pass, about 7 o’clock, and arrived on the battle-field
near Sharpsburg at about 11 o’clock on the 17th. After changing position several times, the regiment, with other regiments in brigade, was
ordered to move into a field held by the enemy, which it did, driving the
enemy over the crest of a hill, and into a piece of woods just under the
crest. The regiment took up position, and held it for twenty-four hours,
being relieved the next day at noon.
The casualties mostly resulted from the shells thrown from the enemy’s
Killed, 2 wounded, 21 total 23.
batteries. T^iey are as follows
Eespectfully submitting the above,
;

j

j

GEO. W. JOHNSON,
Major, Commanding Regiment.
Lieut.

William H. Long,

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 136.
Report of Gapt. Nathan 8. Babcoch, Seventy -seventh New YorJc Infantry,
of the battles of Cramptonh Pass and Antietam.

Hdqrs. Seventy-seventh Eegt. N. Y. State Vols.,
In the

Dear

Field, September 20, 1862.

you some of the casualties
and incidents connected with my command during the recent sanguinary battles of Grampton’s Pass and Antietam Creek.
In the battle of Sunday, the 14th, at Crampton’s Pass, we suffered no
injury, although leading your brigade through Burkittsville and up the
pass under the tremendous shelling of the enemy’s guns. I entered the
battle of Antietam Creek on the 17th instant with not more than 175
men all told, most of the regiment having been on picket for two days,
a part of which joined us just as the brigade was ordered to charge
upon the rebels and drive them from the field. In this charge we suffered severely considering the number engaged. I was first ordered to
support the Thirty-third New York, but subsequently, and while advancing in the charge, I was ordered to the front for the purpose of
cutting oft' the flying enemy, already routed by the left of your columns;
and it was while endeavoring to execute this order that our position
became critical, and in which most of the casualties occurred. A large
force of the enemy had advanced on our right under the cover of the
woods, and were about to cut us oft' from the rest of your command, as
your gallant aide, Lieutenant Long, discovered the danger and ordered
us to fall back to the cover of a hill about 50 yards.
We received a severe and galling fire from the enemy’s infantry and
artillery, but my men only wavered a moment, and then retired and reSir

:

I have the honor to report to

;

:
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formed in good order, after delivering two well-directed volleys into tlie
enemy. I think there was nearly if not quite a brigade of the enemy
so near the right of my regiment that you could see the white of their
eyes at the time of retiring, and that they disappeared again so soon
under the cover of the timber convinces me that the well-directed volleys of the Seventy-seventh and the Thirty-first New York, which was
on my right, dealt destruction to their souls.
After getting our new position, the enemy^s shot and shell fell thick
around us, and quite a number of my men were wounded, but my officers and men behaved nobly through the entire day, even amidst the
most galling fire and shelling of the enemy. To" particularize the
bravery and manly conduct of every one of my officers would do injustice to those not mentioned, and so Heave it to you to judge, after
giving you the casualties of my command, what portion of the honors
of that victorious battle we are entitled to. Killed, 6 wounded, 26
;

total, 32.

Your obedient servant,
N.
Captain^

Commanding

S.

BABCOCK,

Seventy-seventh

New

Yorlc,

Colonel Irwin,

Commanding Third Brigade,

No. 137.
Reports of Maj. Gen, Ambrose E, Burnside^ U, 8, Army^ commanding right
7ving, Army of the Potomac^ of operations September 7-19.

Headquarters Eight Wing, Army of the Potomac,
Near Antietam Bridge^ September

General I have the honor to report
command during the late campaign of
:

30, 1862.

the following operations of my
the Army of the Potomac in

Maryland

On the 7th day of September I was placed in command of the right
wing of the army, composed of the Third and Ninth Army Corps, commanded respectively by Major-Generals Hooker and Eeno, and, under
the direction of the general commanding, I moved upon Frederick City
by way of Leesborough, Brookville, and Damascus, arriving at the Monocacy Bridge in the afternoon of the 12th instant, which bridge was carried after a slight resistance on the part of the enemy. Very soon after,
a charge was made by Cox’s division upon Frederick City, then occupied by a small force of the enemy, which force was driven out, and the
place and suburbs occupied by our troops.
Our loss in the skirmish was 2 killed and 7 prisoners, including
Colonel Moor, of the Thirtieth [Twenty-eighth] Ohio Eegiment (Volunwho led the charge into the town. General Pleasonton’s brigade
of cavalry entered the town simultaneously with General Eeno’s corps,
and the two commands at once occupied all the approaches to the place.
On the following morning General Pleasonton, being directed by the
general commanding to move his forces in the direction of Middletown
and Jefferson, with a view to reconnoitering the South Mountain passes
and communicating with General Franklin, called upon me for infantry
support to carry out the movements.
portion of General Eodman’s
division was sent to the main body under General Pleasonton, and the
teers),

A

,
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remainder sent to report to Colonel Rush, who was in command of the
force ordered to communicate with Geueral Franklin by way of Jefferson. The valuable assistance rendered by these forces is set forth
in the reports of General Pleasonton and Colonel Rush.
After General Pleasonton had driven the enemy from the gap in
Catoctin Mountains on the main x)ihe, I ordered General Reno’s corps
to move at once to Middletown, and, by direction of the general commanding General Hooker’s corps, was ordered to proceed next morning
at daylight to the same place, and I moved my headquarters up to
General Reno’s corps.
Early on the morning of the 14th, General Pleasonton commenced
his reconnaissance of Turner’s Gap and South Mountain, assisted
by Cox’s division, supported by Willcox’s division, of General Reno’s
General Pleasonton had reconcorps, and found the enemy in force.
noitered the ground fully, and, after posting Benjamin’s and Gibson’s
batteries on the high grounds immediately in front of the gap, indicated to Cox’s division the road that should be taken in order to turn
the enemy’s right. This division and Willcox’s division became en-

gaged immediately.
Soon after, I arrived on the ground with General Reno, and directed
him to order up General Rodman’s and General Sturgis’ division to support Cox’s division, which had passed up to the left of the main gap
by the Sharpsburg road over the South Mountain. After these divisions
had passed on to the front. General Reno moved on and took the immediate command of his corps. Soon after, General Hooker’s corps
arrived, composed of the divisions of Generals Meade, Ricketts, Hatch,
and Doubleday, and I ordered it to move up to the right of the main
pike, by the Old Hagerstown road, and, if possible, turn the enemy’s
At the same time I detached from his corps
left and get in his rear.
General Gibbon’s brigade, with Captain Campbell’s battery, for the
purpose of making a demonstration upon the enemy’s center, up the
main pike, as soon as the movements of Generals Hooker and Reno
had sufficiently progressed. At the same time I sent orders to General
Reno, whose corps had been sharply engaged all the morning, to move
upon the enemy’s position with his whole force as soon as I informed
him that General Hooker was well advanced up the crest of the mountain on our right.
About this time the general commanding arrived on the ground,
and I repeated to him my dispositions, which he fully approved. He
remained at my headquarters during the remainder of the engagement,
and I reported to him, personally, all the orders that I gave from that
time.
to both Generals Hooker and Reno were most
and successfully executed, after which General Gibbon was
ordered forward just before sunset, and succeeded in pushing his command up the main road to within a short distance of the crest of the
main pass, during which movement he had a most brilliant engagement after night-fall, our forces gradually driving the enemy before them.
At this time, say 8 p. m., the enemy had been driven from their
strong positions,’ and the firing ceased, except upon our extreme left,
where General Reno’s division, then under command of General Cox
(General Reno having been killed about 7 p. m.), were partially engaged

The orders given

skillfully

till

10 o’clock.

My command,

having been engaged for a greater part of the day
upon the crests of the mountain without water, and many without food,
were very much exhausted. Nevertheless they maintained their posi27 R R— VOL XIX, PT I
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tions, and were ready on tlie following morning for an advance on the
enemy, who had retreated in the direction of Sharpsburg during the

night.

For the

details of the movement I respectfully refer the general
to the reports of the division, brigade, regimental, and*

commanding

battery commanders.
From Generals Eeno and Hooker I have received no reports, the
former having been killed during the action, and the latter severely
wounded three days after at the battle of Antietam. To these two
gallant generals, with the officers and soldiers under their commands,
the country is indebted for this day’s victory, in achieving which many
gallant men were lost to our cause.
I will not attempt in a public report to express the deep sorrow
which the death of the gallant Eeno caused me.
long and intimate
acquaintance, an extended service on the same field, and an intimate
knowledge of his high and noble character had endeared him to me, as
well as to all with whom he had served. No more valuable life than his
has been lost during this contest for our country’s preservation.
Our loss during this engagement was 312 killed, 1,234 wounded, and
22 missing, among whom were some of our most valuable officers and
men.* The losses of the enemy far exceeded our own in killed, and probably in wounded, and we captured 1,500 prisoners. Their force present
was probably not as large as our own, but they were posted in strong
positions behind stone fences, in thick woods, on the tops of crests,

A

^

—

and

in ravines.

A

topographical survey is being made, which will show the nature
of the country and the disposition of the troops, and I feel sure that
history will demonstrate this to have been one of the many brilliant
engagements of the war.
On the morning of the 15th instant General Hooker’s corps was
temporarily detached by the general commanding and ordered in pursuit of the enemy by way of Boonsborough, and I was ordered in pursuit with the remainder of the command by the Sharpsburg road,
reaching about sundown the neighborhood of Sharpsburg, where the
enemy was found to be in position, when my command was ordered by
the general commanding into position on the extreme left, under the
crest of the mountain opposite the middle Antietam Bridge.
On the next day (16th) I was ordered by the general commanding
to place our batteries on the crests of the hills near the bridge, the
infantry being moved forward in support, and the commands were
immediately placed in their proper positions.
The accompanying maps will give accurately the positions taken at
this time, as well as the successive positions, which avoids the necessity
of a more detailed description.!
General Cox was still retained in temporary command of the Ninth
Army Corps, which was the only portion of my command then with me,
and my orders were to a great extent given directly to him, and I would
respectfully refer the general commanding to his very excellent and
minute report. The distribution of the forces was as follows On the
crest of the hill immediately in front of the bridge was Benjamin’s battery of six 20-pounders, with the remaining batteries in rear of the crest
under partial cover j in rear of Benjamin’s battery on the extreme right,
joining on to General Sykes’ division, was General Crook’s brigade,
with General Sturgis’ division in his rear j on the left, and in rear of
:

''

But

see revised statement, p. 187.

t

To appear

in Atlas,
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Benjamin’s battery, was Eodman’s division, with Scammon’s brigade in
support; General Willcox’s division was held in reserve. The whole
command bivouacked in these positions in three lines on the night of
the 16th.
On the morning of the 17th the enemy opened a heavy artillery fire
on our lines, but did us little harm. Our batteries were soon brought
to bear on their batteries, which were soon silenced and two of his caissons blown up.
About this time I received an order from the general commanding
to make my dispositions to carry the stone bridge over the Antietam
nearly opposite our center, but to await further orders before making
the attack. I accordingly threw my lines forward.
The disposition of the troops at this time was as follows General
Crook’s brigade and General Sturgis’ division immediately in front of
the bridge and the ford, a short distance above, their front covered by
the Eleventh Connecticut, Col. H. W. Kingsbury, thrown out as skirmishers; General Eodman’s division, with Scammon’s brigade in sup])ort, oi)posite the ford, some three-quarters of a mile below the bridge;
General Willcox’s division in the woods at the left of Benjamin’s batBenjamin’s battery retained its origitery, in rear of the other lines.
nal position, and the following batteries were placed in advance on his
right and left, those on the left overlooking the bridge and the heights
above it; Clark’s and Durell’s on the right; Muhlenberg’s, Cook’s, and
McMullin’s on the left, and one section of Simmonds’ with Crook’s
The battery of
brigade and one section with Benjamin’s battery.
Dahlgren boat howitzers, attached to the Mnth Kew York, covered the
crossing of Eodman’s division at the ford below.
At 10 o’clock I received an order from the general commanding to
make the attack. I directed Colonel Kingsbury, of the Eleventh Connecticut, to move forward with his line of skirmishers, and directed
General Cox to detail General Crook’s brigade to make the assault.
General Eodman was directed to cross over at the ford below the bridge,
and join on to the left of the command, which was to be thrown over
the bridge. From General Crook’s position it was found to be almost
impossible to carry the bridge, and General Sturgis was ordered to
make a detail from his division for that purpose. He immediately sent
forward the Second Maryland (Lieutenant-Colonel Duryea) and the
Sixth Kew Hampshire (Colonel Griffin), which regiments made several
successive attacks in the most gallant style, but were driven back by
the galling fire of the enemy. I then directed the batteries on the left
to concentrate their fire on the woods above the bridge, and sent word
to General Sturgis to detail the Eifty-first Pennsylvania (Colonel Hartranft) and the Fifty-first Kew York (Colonel Potter) to assault the
bridge and carry it at all hazards. In the mean time Colonel Crook had
brought a section of his battery to bear upon the heights just above the
bridge. General Sturgis, by a judicious i)Osting of these two regiments
in rear of a spur which fronted the bridge, succeeded in protecting them
from the enemy’s fire until they reached the crest of the spur, at which
point they commenced their charge and carried the bridge at the point
of the bayonet at about 1 o’clock, the whole division following imme•

:

'

diately.

The regiments separated at the head of the bridge to the right and
and moved up the steep bank crowning the heights immediately
beyond. Our loss at this place was fearful, the enemy being posted in
rifle-pits and behind barricades, within easy musket range of our men,
and almost entirely concealed and covered from our shots. -We lost at

left,

:
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some of our most valuable officers. Among them was Col.
Kingsbury, of the Eleventh Connecticut, and Lieutenant-Colonel
Bell, of the Fifty-first Pennsylvania.
Colonel Crook’s brigade crossed immediately after Sturgis’ division,
and took its position in support in rear. General Hodman’s division
succeeded in crossing the fords below, after a sharp fight of musketry
and artillery, and joined on to the left of Sturgis, Scammon’s brigade
crossing after him and taking his position in rear and in support. General Willcox’s division was ordered across to take position on the right
of General Sturgis. In describing the ground hero and the bridge, I
cannot do better than to copy that contained in the excellent report of
General Cox
this point
II.

W.

'tye bridge itself is a stone strueture of three arches, with stone parapet above,
this parapet to some extent flanking the approach to the bridge at either end. The
valley in which the stream runs is quite narrow, the steep slope on the right bank
approaching quite to the water’s edge. On this slope the roadway is scarped, running both ways from the bridge end, and passing to the higher lands above by ascend-

ing through ravines above and below, the other ravine being some 600 yards above
the bridge, the turn about half that distance below. On the hill side immediately
above the bridge was a strong stone fence, running parallel to the stream the turns
of the roadway were covered by rifle-pits and breastworks made of rails and stone,
all of which defenses, as well as the wodds which covered the slope, were filled with
the enemy’s infantry and sharpshooters. Besides the infantry defenses, batteries were
placed to enfilade the bridge and all its approaches. The crest of the first hill above
the bridge is curved toward the stream at the extremes, formiug a sort of natural tetede-pont.
The next ridge beyond rises somewhat higher, though with less regularity,
the depression between the two being but slight, and the distance varying in places
from 300 to 700 yards.
;

The dispositions being completed, about 3 o’clock, in accordance with
instructions received from the general commanding, I directed General
Cox to move forward with the whole commaud, except Sturgis’ division, which was left in reserve, in the order in which they were formed,
and attack the town of Sharpsburg and the heights on the left.
The following batteries accompanied their divisions, the remainder
being left on the heights to cover the movement With Sturgis’ division,
Clark’s andDurell’s 5 with Willcox’s division, Cook’s battery ; with Cox’s
division, iiart of Simmonds’; and Muhlenberg’s battery, of Eodman’s
division, was over the river during a part of the engagement.
This order was obeyed in the most cheerful and gallant manner, the
officers and soldiers moving forward with the greatest enthusiasm, driving everything before them. General Willcox, with General Crook in
support, moved up on both sides of the Sharpsburg road, and succeeded
General Kodman succeeded
in reaching the outskirts of the village.
in carrying the main heights on the left of the town, one of his regiments (the Ninth New York) capturing one of the most formidable of
the enemy’s batteries but at this juncture the enemy was largely reenforced by General A. P. Hill’s light division, which had just arrived
from Harper’s Ferry, and by numerous batteries from their extreme left.
During the attack General Eodman was forced to bear more to the left
than was intended when the advance was ordered, and General Cox
was forced to move him more to the right with a view to strengthening
the line, during which movement General Eodman was mortally wounded
while gallantly leading his command to the assault.
:

;

.At this time Colonel Harland’s brigade was driven back, leaving the
battery which they had captured. Colonel Scammon’s brigade changed
It was
its front to the rear on its right, thus protecting our left flank.
now nearly sundown. I at once ordered General Sturgis’ division forward in support, and, notwithstanding the hard work in the early part

.
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day and a lack of ammunition, they moved with the greatest

alacrity and enthusiasm, holding the enemy at bay and fighting him at
close quarters till long after dark.
It being apparent that the enemy was strongly re- enforced, and that
we could not be re-enforced, the command was ordered to fall back to
the crests above the bridge, which movement was performed in the most
perfect order under cover of the batteries on the height, the same formation being adopted that was made before the attack.
Eeceiving an order froui the commanding general to hold the bridge
and the heights above at any cost, this position was maintained till the
enemy retreated, on the morning of the 19th, during which time our
skirmishers maintained a line well in advance. General MorelPs division was ordered to join me on the 18th, and to it we are much indebted
for the valuable assistance rendered on the following night by relieving
our line of skirmishers, thus enabling our officers and men to cook their
food and obtain a good night’s rest.
On the morning of the 19th we were ordered in pursuit of the enemy
down the road leading from our position to the mouth of the Antietam,
aud, finding that he had succeeded in crossing the river, we were
ordered into camp.
hearty appreciation of
In closing this report, I desire to express
the gallant services of the officers and soldiers in my command during
Individual cases of merit and true heroism have
this engagement.
been alluded to in the reports of the general officers, but in a report
When it is rememlike this it would be impossible to particularize.
bered to what privations and what long and weary marches they had
previously been subjected, their constancy, bravery, aud endurance
shine forth with additional brilliancy.
To Brigadier-Generals Cox, Willcox, and Sturgis I desire to express
my obligations for the prompt aud efficient manner in which all my
orders were executed, and to each aud all of the officers and soldiers
under them, as well as to the officers and soldiers of the much-lamented
General Rodman’s division, for their full aud hearty response to their

my

commands.
The battery commanders are deserving of special mention for the
I beg to call the atefficient service rendered by them during the day.
tention of the general commanding to the valuable services rendered by
Lieutenant-Colonel Getty, chief of artillery, who posted the batteries,
and also to Lieutenant Benjamin, whose batteries were detached from
their divisions, and, therefore, had no place in the reports of their division

commanders.

To my personal staff I am under renevred obligations for their constant and unwearied efforts and their faithfulness and courage, exhibited
in the various duties required of them. They are as follows Maj. Gen.
John G. Parke, chief of staff; Lieut. Col. George W. Getty, chief of artil:

lery; Lieut. Col. Lewis Richmond, assistant adj utant- general ; Lieut.
Col. E. R. Goodrich, commissary of subsistence ; Surg. W. H. Church,
medical director; Maj. William Cutting, aide-de-camp; Maj. J. L. Van
Buren, aide-de-camp; Capt. R. S. Williamson, topographical engineer;
Capt. T. E. Hall, quartermaster; Captain Read, assistant quartermaster;
Capt. r. Lydig, aide-de-camp; Capt. J. M. Cutts, aide-de-camp; Capt.
G. R. Fearing, aide-de-camp ; Captain Holden, assistant quartermaster;
Lieut. I). W. Flagler, ordnance officer Lieut. W. H. French, aide-decamp ; Lieut. S. Pierce and Lieut. C. S. Kendall, signal officers.
It is but just to the members of the staffs of Generals Reno and
Rodman that their gallant services should be acknowledged in this
;

;
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report of the two eugagements, as they were constantly and heroically
engaged till after the fall of their brave commanders.
Of the staff of Major-General Eeno, I may mention the following Capt.
Edward M. Neill, assistant adjutant-general; Surg. C. Cutter, division
surgeon; Capt. T. E. Hall, quartermaster; Captain Bead, commissary
of subsistence ; Lieut. B. F. Eeno, aide-de-camp ; Lieut. John A. Morris,
aide-de-camp; Lieut. T. B. Marsh, aide-de-camp, and Lieut. Charles G.
Hutton, aide-de-camp. And of the staff of Brigadier-General Eodman
the following Capt. Charles T. Gardner, assistant adjutant-general
Dr. H. W. Eivers, acting division surgeon Capt. M. A. Hill, commissary of subsistence ; Lieut. Eobert H. Ives, jr., aide-de-camp, who fell
mortally wounded while gallantly seconding his commanding general,
and Lieut. Eobert Aborn, aide-de-camp.
The loss in tbe Ninth Army Corps during this engagement was 322
killed, 1,359 wounded, and 194 missing.* The enemy^s loss was probably
not as large as ours, owing to their strongly fortified positions.
full
list of the casualties in both engagements will be forwarded to you.
Among the many valuable officers killed after crossing the bridge was
Lieut. Col. A. H. Coleman, commanding the Eleventh Eegiment Ohio
Volunteers, and Lieut. Col. M. Clarke, commanding the Thirty-sixth
Eegiment Ohio Volunteers.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. E. BUENSIDE,
Major-General, Comdg. Eight Wing, Army of the Potomac.
:

:

;

A

Brig. Gen. S.

Williams,
Adjutant- General.

Falmouth,

Va., January 20, 1863.

General When I sent in my report of the part taken by my command in the battle of South Mountain, General Hooker, who commanded
:

one of the corps of my command (the right wing), had not sent in his rebut it has since been sent to me. I at first determined to pass over
its inaccuracies as harmless, or rather as harming only their author, but
upon reflection I have felt it my duty to notice two gross misstatements
made with reference to the commands of Generals Eeno and Cox, the
former officer having been killed on that day, and the latter now re
moved with his command to the West.
General Hooker says that as he came up to the front, Cox^s corps was
retiring from the contest. This is untrue. General Cox did not command a corps, but a division and that division was in action, fighting
most gallantly long before General Hooker came up, and remained in
the action all day, never leaving the field for one moment. He also says
that he discovered that the attack by General Eeno^s corps was withport,

;

This is also untrue, and, when said of the movements of
so nobly fought and died on that same field, it partakes
of something worse than untruthfulness. Every officer present who
knew anything of the battle knows that Eeno performed a most important part in the battle, his corps driving the enemy from the heights on
one side of the main pike, whilst that of General Hooker drove them
from the heights on the other side.
General Hooker should remember that I had to order him four sepaout sequence.

an

officer

who

Bnt

see revised statement, p. 198.
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rate times to move liis command into action, and that I had to myself
order his leading division (Meade’s) to start before he would go.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
[A. E. BUENSIDE,]
Major- General.
Brig. Gen. S. Williams,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
•

General Orders,

)

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,

Mouth of Antietamj Md., September 20, 1862.
The commanding general announces to the corps the loss of their late
No.

17.

)

leader, Maj. Gen. Jesse L. Eeno.
By the death of this distinguished officer the country loses one of
its most devoted patriots, the army one of its most thorough soldiers.
In the long list of battles in which General Eeno has fought in his
country’s service, his name always appears with the brightest luster,

and he has now bravely met a soldier’s death while gallantly leading
men at the battle of South Mountain.
For his high character and the kindly qualities of his heart in private
life, as well as for the military genius and personal daring which marked
him as a soldier, his loss will be deplored by all who knew him, and
the commanding general desires to add the tribute of a friend to the
public mourning for the death of one of the country’s best defenders.
By command of Major-General Burnside:
his

LEWIS EICHMOND,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 138.
Report of Brig. Gen. Jacob B. Cox, TJ. S. Army^ commanding Ninth
CorpSj of the battle of Antietam.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
Mouth of

Antietam.) September 23, 1862.

Sir I have the honor to submit the following report of the movements of the Ninth Army Corps on the 16th instant, and their part in
the battle of Sharpsburg on the 17th
On the evening of the 15th instant the Ninth Army Corps, having
been ordered away from the remainder of the right wing, was encamped
in the rear of the extreme left of the whole line of the Army of the
Potomac, close to the hills on the southeast side of the valley of the
Antietam, and on the left of the road from Eohrersville to Sharpsburg.
On the afternoon of the 16th the whole corps, except Willcox’s division, was moved forward and to the left and front, by command of MajorGeneral Burnside, in three columns, and took up a new position upon
the rear slope of the ridges on the left bank of the Antietam, the center
of the corps being nearly opposite the stone bridge over the stream on
the above-mentioned road.
The positions assigned the divisions of the command were as follows:
The right front to be occupied by Crook’s brigade, of the Kanawha
Division, supported in rear by Sturgis’ division a commanding knoll
in the center to be occupied by Battery E, Second U. S. Artillery, First
Lieut. Samuel N. Benjamin commanding, consisting of 20-pounder Par:

;
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rott guns ; tlie left front to be occupied by Eodman’s division, supported
in rear by Ewing’s brigade, of tbe Kanawha Division, the whole of the
latter division being under the command of Col. E. P. Scammon. The
columns were conducted to their positions by staff officers of the personal
Staff of General Burnside.
The artillery of the command, except Benjamin’s battery, was held in reserve.
Shortly after daybreax on the ITth the enemy’s batteries opened
upon the batteries of our line, and a brisk artillery fight began, in which
Benjamin’s battery and Durell’s battery (the latter sent forward a little
to the right of our position, under charge of Captain Eawolle, by General Sturgis) took an active part, co-operating with batteries of other
corps on pur right. Two of the enemy’s caissons were exploded, and
many of their guns silenced. The shot and shell fell thickly in our
bivouac, but little damage was done us.
About 7 o’clock orders were received from General Burnside to move
forward the corps to the ridge nearest the Antietam, and hold it, in
readiness to cross the stream, carrying the bridge and the heights above
The command was moved forward in column as it had
it by assault.
been formed the previous night, and promptly took position as directed,
and the light artillery was ordered to cover the movement; McMullin’s, Durell’s, Clark’s, Muhlenberg’s, and Cook’s batteries being placed
on the heights to right and left and somewhat to the front of Benjamin’s
battery, to which a section of 20-pounders from Simmonds’ battery was
also temporarily attached.
Willcox’s division was also brought up and
held as a reserve.
About 9 o’clock the order was received to cross the stream. Imme-

diately the Eleventh Connecticut Infantry, Colonel Kingsbury commandwas detailed from Eodman’s division to deploy as skirmishers and
drive the enemy from the head of the bridge. The column on the right
(Crook’s brigade, of the Kanawha Division, supported by Sturgis’ division) was ordered to march under cover of the Eleventh Connecticut,
and attempt to carry the bridge by assault, deploying to right and left
as soon as the bridge should be carried, and taking the heights above
it.
The column on the left (Eodman’s division, supported by Ewing’s
brigade, of the Kanawha Division) was ordered to cross, if possible, by
a ford about one-third of a mile below the bridge, take the heights
above it, and join the column crossing the bridge.
The bridge itself is a stone structure of three arches, with stone parapet above, this parapet to some extent flanking tbe approach to the
bridge at either end. The valley in which the stream runs is quite
narrow, the steep slope on the right bank approaching quite to the
water’s edge. On this slope the roadway is scarped, running both ways
from the bridge end, and passing to the higher land above by ascending
through ravines above and below ; the other ravine being some 600 yards
above the bridge, the turn about half that distance below. On the hillside immediately above the bridge was a strong stone fence running
parallel to the stream. The turns of the roadway were covered by
rifle-pits and breastworks, made of rails and stone, all of which defenses,
as well as the woods which covered the slope, were filled with the enemy’s
Besides the infantry defenses, batteries
infantry and sharpshooters.
were placed to enfilade the bridge and all its approaches. The crest of
the first hill above the bridge is curved toward the stream at the extremes, forming a sort of natural tcte-de-pont. The next ridge beyond
rises somewhat higher, thougli with less regularity, the depression between the two being but slight, and the distance varying in places from
300 to 700 yards.
ing,
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In accordance with the order mentioned above, the Eleventh Connecticut advanced to the stream and warmly engaged the enemy across it.
Crook^s brigade in moving forward was brought under so lively an infantry fire, as well as that of artillery, that it was forced to halt and open
fire in return, and Sturgis’ division, passing by the rear, came first to
the bridge, and was ordered to cross under protection of the artillery
General Sturgis ordered forward the Second Maryland and Sixth
fire.
New Hampshire, which charged at double-quick with fixed bayooets, but
the concentrated fire upon the bridge forced them to fall back. After
repeated brave efforts these regiments were withdrawn, and the Fiftyfirst New York and Fifty-first Pennsylvania, from the same division, were
•
ordered up.
About the same time Colonel Crook, of the Second Brigade, Kanawha
Division, succeeded in getting a section of Simmonds’ battery, supported
by the Twenty-eighth Ohio Infantry, in position to bear directly upon
the enemy’s positions at the farther end of the bridge, and, aided by
these guns, the fresh troops charged with great enthusiasm, bearing down
all opposition, and, at I o’clock, planted their banner on the opposite bank.
In this desperate fight in the valley. Colonel Kingsbury, of the Eleventh
Connecticut, fell, cheering his men on to duty.

General Sturgis’ division immediately marched over, deploying one
brigade to the right and the other to the left of the bridge, and advanced up the slope, driving the enemy before them. This division
was followed by Colonel Crook’s brigade of the Kanawha Division, which
took position on the right.
Meanwhile General Kodman’s division and the First Brigade of the
Kanawha Division, under Colonel Scammon, had succeeded in crossing
at the ford below, after a sharp engagement and under a heavy musketry
and artillery fire, and successfully took the position assigned at the left
of the line of the crest above the bridge. The three divisions of the
corps at this time on the right bank of the Antietam occupied the exact
positions assigned them before the commencement, except that on the
right the division of Sturgis was in front, and Crook’s brigade in support of it, the order being reversed by the causes before stated.
The stubbornly contested fight at the bridge having almost exhausted
the ammunition and greatly fatigued the troops engaged, I sent a request
to General Burnside that Willcox’s division, which had been held in
reserve on the left bank, might be sent over and take its place on the
right front, putting Sturgis’ division in reserve at the head of the bridge.
This was immediately ordered by General Burnside, and General Willcox came promptly" forward with his command. During the interval
the enemy kept up an incessant cannonade, and, having the exact range
of the valley and the ravines, his shells came in very fast, annoying us
a good deal and causing numerous casualties, notwithstanding the men
were kept lying on the ground near the crests of the hill while the
changes in the line and the partially new formation after the arrival of
Willcox’s division were being made.
At about 3 o’clock, the necessary changes in the line having been completed, the order to advance was received from General Burnside, and the
whole force, except Sturgis’ division, was put in motion. General Willcox on the right, his whole division in line and supported by Colonel
Crook, was ordered to move on Sharpsburg, which lay about a mile
distant to the right of our front. General Bodman, supported by Colonel Scammon, was ordered to move in the same direction, first dislodging tlie enemy from his front, and then changing direction to the right,
bringing his command eyi echelon on the left of General Willcox. The
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advance was partly covered by Simmonds’, Muhlenberg’s, Clark’s, and
Cook’s batteries, the other batteries of the corps being in part out of
ammunition, and part being necessarily kept in position on the commanding ground on the left bank of the stream. The troops moved forward in perfect order and with great enthusiasm. On the right, General
Willcox and Colonel Crook quickly repulsed the enemy and drove back
their artillery, pushing victoriously forward nearly to the village.
On
the left. General Eodman and Colonel Scammon likewise advanced rapidly, driving the rebels before them.
The enemy, however, were manifestly in much greater force than ours, and massed their troops heavily
on the extreme left. This necessarily made the line of march of our
left wing diverge from the course intended, and opened a gap betweeii
it and the right, which it was necessary to fill up by the troops of the
second line. Batteries were accumulated against us upon the semicircular rid^ in advance, and the advancing line was subject to a most
trying and destructive cross-fire of artillery. The enemy now brought
up still more fresh troops upon the left, and while General Eodman was
making disposition to meet them by a change of front of a part of his
command, he fell, desperately wounded by a ball through his breast.
The loss of their commander at a critical period caused confusion in a
portion of the division on the extreme left.
The Second Brigade of his division. Colonel Harland commanding,
was forced to retire after an obstinate contest, in which they suffered
terribly.

Colonel Scammon, of the Kanawha Division, being ordered to make
dispositions of the brigade with him to oppose the rebel force on the
left, caused the Twelfth and Twenty-third Ohio Eegiments to execute a
perpendicular change of front, which was done with precision and success, the other regiment of the brigade (Thirtieth Ohio) maintaining its

proper front. The whole line was now engaged, the supports being
brought to the front, except the reserve division of General Sturgis at
the bridge. This was now ordered up, and came promptly, though
much exhausted and weakened by its previous exertions during the
day.

The mass of the enemy on the left still continued to increase ; new
batteries were constantly being opened upon us, and it was manifest
the corps would, without re-enforcements, be unable to reach the village
of Sharpsburg, since the movement could not be made to the right
whilst the enemy exhibited such force in front of the extreme left, and
the attack both to the right and left at once would necessarily separate
the wings to such an extent as to imperil the whole movement unwarrantably.
The attack having already had the effect of a most powerful diversion in favor of the center and right of the army, which by this means
had been able to make decided and successful advances, and no supports being at the time available for our exhausted corps, I ordered the
troops withdrawn from the exposed ground in front to the cover of the
curved hill above the bridge, which had been taken from the enemy
This movement was effected shortly before
earlier in the afternoon.
dark, in perfect order and with admirable coolness and precision on the
part of both officers and men.
The line as then constituted was formed by Sturgis’ division in front
on the left, supported by Fairchild’s brigade, of Eodman’s division j the
Kanawha Division, under Colonel Scammon, in the center, and Willcox’s
division on the right. The enemy did not venture an attack upon the
position, but kept up a brisk artillery fire until night-fall.
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The bravery aud soldierly conduct of the men was most striking, and
becomes still more noticeable when it is considered that for several days
they had been marching and fighting, with scarcely any rest, by night
or day, and the rapidity of the movement had prevented their having
any regular supplies of food, the supply train being delayed at the rear
by the advance of other troops.
The batteries on the left bank of the Antietam were used not only to
assist in the movement of the corps, but also were most efficiently turned
upon tbe enemy in his attacks on the center and right of the army.
They were all very well served, and the 20-pounder battery, under Lieutenant Benjamin, was especially efficient.
In their reports (which are transmitted herewith) the commandants
of divisions and separate brigades speak in the highest terms of their
troops, and make special mention of numbers of officers and men who
distinguished themselves. These are too numerous to be named in this
report, but the whole list will very shortly be published in a special
order from these headquarters. I must confine myself to the expression of my great satisfaction with the manner in which all the subordinate commands of the corps were handled. The movements were accurate as those of a parade, and the systematic order with which they
were executed made the spectacle in the heat of the battle a grand and
imposing one. Permit me also to express my obligations to the gentlemen on General Burnside’s staff for the intelligence, courage, and unwearied industry they exhibited in the constant communication between
him and the headquarters of this corps.
The casualties in the corps during the day were 2,222 of which 357
were killed, 1,742 wounded, and 123 missing.* Among numerous officers
killed and wounded we have to mourn the loss of Col. Henry W. Kingsbury, Eleventh Connecticut Lieut. Col. A. H. Coleman, commanding
Eleventh Kegiment Ohio Volunteers j Lieut. Col. M. Clarke, commanding
Thirty-sixth Eegiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and Lieutenant-Colonel
j

;

Bell,

commanding

Eifty-first

Pennsylvania.

All these gallant officers

were killed in the action whilst heroically leading their men, under a
terrible fire of shell, canister, and musketry.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. D. COX,
Brigadier- General^ Commanding.
Lieut. Col. Lewis Eichmond,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Right Wing, Ma^. Gen. Burnside Comdg.

Xo. 139.
Reports of Brig. Gen. Orlando B. Willebx, U. S. Army, eommanding First
Division, of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.

Headquarters Eirst

Division,

Mouth of Antietam

Sir I respectfully submit a report of
at South Mountain.
:

Xinth Army Corps,

Md., September 21, 1862.
division for the 14th instant

Creeic,

my

In compliance with orders from General Eeno, we left camp, 1^ miles
beyond Middletown, and marched to the base of South Mountain to support General Cox’s division. Communicating with General Cox, he admit see revised statement,

p. 198.
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me to keep my command where it was, near the main j^ike or Cumberland road, and consult with General Pleasonton as to taking a position.
Found General Pleasonton near his batteries on the left slope of
the mountain. The general indicated an attack along the slope of the
mountain on the right of the main pike, and, leaving Benjamin’s battery with him, I marched my division to the front, and there formed,
Welsh’s brigade, the One hundredth Pennsylvania, under LieutenantColonel Leckey, leading as skirmishers, and was about to march Christ’s
brigade through the woods higher up the slope, when I was ordered by
General Burnside to withdraw my division and march up by the Sharpsburg road, and take up a position near Cox. Found the latter to the
left of the road some few hundred yards, skirmishing on the wooded
slope with the enemy. The Sharpsburg road here crosses South Mountain near a hollow called Shriver’s Gap. The mountain inclines down
toward the main pike, and just where the Sharpsburg road crosses the
slope it winds around to the left, but up to this imint it runs straight.
The right of the road looks down on the main pike; the left is covered
by the eastern slope of the mountain.
At General Cox’s request I sent two regiments, viz, Eighth Michigan,
Lieutenant-Colonel Graves, and Fiftieth Pennsylvania, Major Overton,
to follow up his line, and was proceeding to take up a position on his
right, when I was ordered by General Eeno to take position overlooking
the main pike to our right. I planted a section of Cook’s battery near
the turn of the road, and opened tire on enemy’s battery across the main
pike. After a few good shots, the enemy unmasked a battery on his
left, over Shriver’s Gap, from a small field enveloped by woods.
He
threw canister and shell, and drove Cook’s cannoneers and drivers
down the road with their limbers. Cook gallantly remained with his
guns. Cook here lost 1 man killed, 4 wounded, and 2 horses killed.
The attack was so sudden, the whole division being under this fire (a
flank fire), that a temporary panic occurred until I caused the Seventyninth New York, Lieutenant-Colonel Morrison, and Seventeenth Michigan, Colonel Withington, on the extreme left, to draw across the road,
facing the enem}^ who were so close that we expected a charge to take
Cook’s battery. The Seventy-ninth and Seventeenth here deserve credit
for their coolness and firmness in rallying and changing front under a
vised

heavy

fire.

now made

a new disposition of the division, viz The rear, Seventyninth up in front and left of Cook’s pieces, and Seventeenth on right
and little in rear; Seventy-ninth as skirmishers along whole line, supported by Forty-fifth Pennsylvania, Lieutenant-Colonel Curtin ; connected Welsh’s brigade with Cox’s right, and stretched Christ’s brigade
from Welsh and across the road, holding the One hundredth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Leckey, in reserve, and moved up
my whole command under cover of the hillside.
Meantime the enemy’s guns continued to play on us. killing and
wounding at all points, but few in number.
lay silent and kept
concealed. Our picket officers reported the enemy in heavy force of
regiments in rear of their skirmishers.
I soon received orders from Generals Eeno and McClellan to silence
the enemy’s battery at all hazards. Sent picket report to Eeno, and
was making disposition to charge, moving the Seventeenth Michigan
so as to cross the hollow and flank the enemy’s guns, when the enemy
charged out of the woods on their side directly upon our front in along,
heavy line, extending beyond our left to Cox’s right. I instantly gave
the command “ Forward,” and we met them near the foot of the hill.
I

:

We
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The Seventeenth Michigan
the Forty-fiftli PenDsylvania in front.
rushed down into the hollow, faced to the left, leaped over a stone
Some of the supporting regiments over
fence, and took them in flank.
the slope of the hill fired over the heads of those in front, and after a
severe contest of some minutes the enemj^ was repulsed, followed by our
troops to the opposite slope and woods, forming their own iiosition.
Their battery in front of us was withdrawn, but the guns across the
main pike played upon us heavily with shot and shell. Oooli reopened
Eeno and Sturgis came up. The firing, except from artillery,
his lire.
had about ceased. Sturgis’ regiments relieved my division in the front
as soon as our ammunition was exhausted.
Stnrgis opened with his artillery on the enemy’s battery and trooiis
large number of prisoners
across the main pike, and night came on.
and the wounded were collected. After dark the enemy opened fire on
Sturgis with musketry, in which the gallant and beloved Eeno was
killed, and a temporary confusion occurred until Sturgis’ troops were
handsomely rallied, and my division took position close up in their supStill later a heavy fire of musketry opened on us, the enemy (as
port.
was learned from a prisoner) beiug re-enforced by a brigade of Whiting’s division, and the troops were engaged until 10 o’clock, our soldiers
firmly holding the ground they had won. Before 12 o’clock the enemy
was in full retreat, abandoning his wounded.
In mentioning names for commendation I would say that the coolness
and gallantry of the commanding officers of brigades and regiments
alike shine brightly. Colonel Welsh handled his brigade handsomely,
and Colonel Christ performed his duty coolly and well. The Seventeenth Michigan, Colonel Within gton, performed a feat that may vie
with any recorded in the annals of war, and set an example, to the oldest
troops. This regiment had not been organized a single month, and
was composed of raw levies. Scarcely less praise is due to the Fortyfifth Pennsylvania, Lieutenant-Colonel Curtin, for its bravery and dashing spirit, meeting the enemy’s charge in front in full career. Captain
Cook deserves credit individually for his courage and iierseverance
under a disorganizing fire, for his activity in repairing the disaster to
his batter^y and bringing it to bear upon the enemy’s infantry at the
right moment. I am specially indebted to the assistance of Capt.
Eobert A. Hutchins, assistant adjutant-general, and to Lieut. Levi
Brackett, Twenty-eighth IMassachusetts, aide-de-camp, in my efforts to
keep the troops in hand and changing front under fire, and for their

A

rapid delivery of orders.
Appended is a list of casualties.*
Eespectfidly,

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General, Commanding Bivision,
Lieut. Col.

Lewis Eichmond,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

llDQRS. First Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Mouth of Antietam Creelc, Md., ISeptemher 21, 18C2.
8ir 1 have the honor to submit my report for the 17th instant.
This division marched out of camp to the hills overlooking the Autietam, near the stone bridge, Sharpsburg road. My orders, received
:

Enil) 0 (licvi in revised statcineid, p. 18G.
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from General Burnside in person, were to cross over after Sturgis should
have carried the bridge, and after Cox’s and Eodman’s divisions should
have crossed. My orders then were to take the right of the corps in
the attack on Sharpsburg.
After crossing the bridge, the road turns sharply to the right, runs up
the stream about 200 yards, then to the left along an open hollow or
ravine, which winds along to the village, overlooked by heights to the
right and left. Once on the heights, the country is rolling and intersected with field fences, many of which are of stone. The enemy’s sharpshooters were posted behind these fences as well as hay-stacks, which
also, with orchards and corn-fields, served to conceal their lines.
A battery of field guns also commanded the road and hollow down to the
river, and the whole plateau above was swept by cross-fire of artillery.
Christ’s brigade was filed across the hollow and drawn up along the
crest on the right of the road, his left resting near the road, the Seventy-

ninth INew York (Highlanders), Lieutenant-Colonel Morrison commanding, deployed as skirmishers, and the other three regiments of the brigade in line of battle. These regiments were the Fiftieth Pennsylvania,
Major Overton the Twenty-eighth Massachusetts, Captain Caraher,
and Seventeenth Michigan, Colonel Within gton.
The Second Brigade, under Colonel Welsh, formed on the heights to
the left of the road, deploying the One hundredth Pennsylvania, Lieutenant-Colonel Leckey, as skirmishers, and forming his other three regiForty -fifth Pennsylvania, Lieutenantments in line of battle, viz
Colonel Curtin, on the right Forty-sixth Kew York, Lieutenant-Colonel
Gerhardt, in the center Eighth Michigan, Captain Ely, on the left. I
brought with the division Cook’s battery. Eighth Massachusetts, and
left Benjamin’s battery. Second TJ. S. Artillery, doing good work in a
commanding position across the river in our rear, against the enemy’s
guns on the plateau and heights in front of us.
My division now formed part of a line which Generals Burnside and
o’clock.
Cox were commanding, and all moved forward about
were under fire from the moment a man appeared at the crest of the
plateau or crossed the hollow. Taking two pieces of Cook’s battery,
under Lieutenant Coffin, I moved up the road, while the two brigades
gallantly advanced over the plateau toward Sharpsburg.
The rest of Cook’s battery was posted on a hill near the bridge.
Crook’s brigade, of Cox’s division, followed in support of my line.
Christ’s brigade attacked a force of the enemy’s infantry along his front,
and drove them steadily before him. In following them up, his brigade
got in advance of the rest of the line his supports were not up. While
halting, the enemy turned their battery on him from their right (our
left), and for a few moments his troops were exposed to the fire of their
battery, a fire of infantry from a corn-field in his front protected by a
stone fence, and from a battery farther up in front, beyond the cornThe left coming up, soon attracted the attention of the flanking
field.
battery. Lieutenant Coffin directed his pieces on the battery beyond
the corn-field, and at the same time Christ threw forward the Seventeenth Michigan, with supports, to charge the battery, seeing the guns
;

:

5

;

—

We

;

were withdrawn.

Meantime Welsh conducted his brigade against the enemy in his front
and drove them before him with the same success, his right following
the crest of the hollow, gradually approaching Christ’s left, so that by
the time we entered Sharpsburg the quarter part of my division was on
the right of the road and extended across the hollow, up the side hill,
and on the plateau. On this side hill was an orchard, in which a large
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force of the enemy was posted and firing heavily at both Welsh and
Christ.
In finding a position for OofiSn^s two guns at the head of a lane, which
turned up at the first house we passed, I was now able both to see and
assist my division at every part of the ground, and Coffin threw solid
shot, shell, and canister with great precision and effect into the enemy’s
ranks. The force in the orchard were dislodged, and fled up the hill-

by our
occupied the orchard.
side, followed

fire

of both infantry and artillery, and

Welsh

We

had carried the
Our musket ammunition was now exhausted.
heights of Sharpsburg, and rested partly in the town and partly on the
The enemy kept up a desultory fire along our line, but at a rehills.
spectful distance, so that when Sturgis on the extreme left became
heavily pressed, and I was ordered to withdra w to the place where my
division formed near the river, every regiment marched back in perfect
order. To assist the struggling left, I had already detached Coffin, with
He moved across the field to the left and rear, and
his two guns.
opened upon the enemy within 300 yards. Here he remained, doing
signal execution, until he also exhausted his ammunition and withdrew.
As Lieutenant Benjamin was detached from the division, I inclose a
copy of his report separately.
1 have particularly to notice the good conduct of Cols. B. C. Christ
and Thomas Welsh, commanding brigades, and all the officers and men
under their commands. There is no officer or man among them who
cannot feel proud of having been engaged in the battle of JSharpsburg,
and I recommend that all the regiments of my division be allowed to
inscribe ‘‘ Sharpsburg” on their colors as well as South Mountain.” I
would also commend the cool, skillful, and gallant conduct of Lieutenant Benjamin and his officers and men, and the efficiency of Lieut. John
N. Coffin, of Cook’s battery, who, with his section, acted under my own
eyes, moving up in the most dashing manner into the village, and striking with his shot on every side. He mentions his two chiefs of pieces,
Sergts. William Davis and Isewell B. Allen, and all his men. Of my
personal staff, I have particularly to commend Capt. Eobert A. Hutchins, assistant adjutant-general, and my aides. Lieutenant Brackett,
Twenty-eighth Massachusetts Volunteers, and Lieut. James W. Eomeyn,
Fourth Michigan, for promptness and fearlessness in carrying orders,
and Lieutenant [Orrin M.] Dearborn, aide-de-camp, also in charge of the
ammunition train, for following up the command with ammunition and
delivering it to all the troops of the corps at a critical time.
This report is with the supplementary battle reports. I append a list
of casualties.*
Eespectfully,
O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- General, Commanding Division.
Captain Bascom,
Assistant Adgn/ant- General.
[Addenda.]

Itinerary of the First Division, Ninth Army Corps, September 1-October
31, 1862.t

September 1, division left 'camp west of Centreville, Va., proceeding
toward Fairfax, and met the enemy at Chantilly about 5 p. m. A severe
Embodied in revised statement, p. 196.
tFrom “records of events,” on monthly
*

returns.
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pagein GDt ensued, lasting until after dark, iu which the enemy were
driven from the field. Brig. Gen. Isaac I. Stevens, commanding the
division, was killed, bearing the colors of the Seventy-ninth Kew York
Volunteers, which he took up after two color sergeants had been sliot.
On the death of General Stevens, Ool. Benjamin 0. Christ, Fiftieth Pennsylvania Volunteers, took command, and remained in charge until
relieved by Brig. Gen. O. B. Willcox. Division remained on the battlefield during the night.
September 2, marched to Alexandria.
September 4, marched at 9 p. m., crossed Long Bridge, and encamped
on Meridian Hill, Washington, at 4 a. m. of the 5th.
September 7, struck camp at 8 a. m., marched to Leesborough, Md.,
10 miles, halting at 7 p. m.
September 8, General Willcox arrived and took command of the
ei],

division.

September
p.

9,

moved

at G.30

a.

m., arriving at Brookville, Md., at 2

m.

September

10, the

Seventeenth Michigan Infantry Volunteers joined

the division.

September

11,

moved

at 5

a.

m. toward I^ew Market

j

encamped

at

Forer’s Creek.

September 12, resumed march at 9 a. in., and marched to the Monocacy, within 2 miles of Frederick City.
September 13, moved at 2 p. m.j camped within IJ miles of Middletown.

September 14, division ordered to South Mountain by Boonsborough
road, left of main pike, and engaged the enemy at Shriver’s Gap, on the
right of Cox’s division. Enemy dislodged with heavy loss, and collected
1,100 stand of arms and some hundred prisoners.
September 15, marched a short distance after crossing South Mountain, and halted until 11 p. m., at which time resumed march and continued to near Porterstown.
artillery engagement occurred, in which Benjamin’s
Christ’s brigade on picket duty.
September 17, division marched to Antietam Creek, crossed to the
west bank by the stone bridge, and took position on Eodman’s right
and on both sides of road, toward Sharpsburg, and engaged the enemy
at 5 p. m. Charged up the hill toward the village, broke the rebel lines,
driving them in confusion from their position opposite our front, and
held the position till ordered by General Burnside to fall back a short
distance, holding the west bank of the Antietam, near a ford, and the
road to the bridge.
September 18, remained all day in the position taken on the 17th until
5 p. m., when the division, being relieved by other troops, recrossed the

September

16,

an

battery took part.

Antietam.

September 19, recrossed to the west bank of the Antietam, and marched
toward the Potomac, encamping within 1 mile of the Shepherdstown
Ford.
Sei:)tember
division.

September

21, Thirty-sixth
24,

Massachusetts' Volunteers joined the

Twentieth Michigan Infantry Volunteers joined the

division.

September 26, moved to east side of Antietam Creek, near Antietam
Iron Works, and encamiied, where the division remains, drilling and
doing picket duty.
The division was stationed on October 1 at Antietam Iron Works,

^
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and marched to Pleasant Valley.* The
at Pleasant Valley until October 2G, when
camp was broken, and marched to Berlin, and there crossed the Potomac Eiver over the pontoon bridge, reaching Lovettsville, Va., the same
da 5\ Eemained at Lovettsville until th6 29th, when the division moved
to its present station at Waterford, Va.
The several brigades of this command were ordered for a time away
from their encampment during the time in Pleasant Valley, as follows
The First Brigade was ordered to Frederick, Md., on the 11th, leaving camp equipage and baggage behind. The brigade remained at
Frederick until the 15th, when it returned to Pleasant Valley.
The Second Brigade was ordered to guard fords between Knoxville
and mouth of Monocacy Eiver. Headquarters was established at Point
of Eocks, Md.
The Fiftieth Pennsylvania Volunteers and one company Twentieth

Md.

Broke camp on the

division remained in

7tli

camp

Michigan Volunteers, under Lieutenant-Colonel Breuholtz, were ordered
to guard Mock’s Ford. Mne companies of the Twentieth Michigan
Volunteers and the Twenty-eighth Massachusetts Volunteers, under
Colonel Williams, were stationed to guard Poland’s Ferry.
On October 29 brigade moved from Point of Eocks, forded the Potomac at Heedle’s Ford, and joined remainder of the division at Waterford at 5 p. m. the same day.
The Third Brigade was ordered to Frederick, Md., on October 11,
leaving camp equipage and baggage behind.
On the 12th the Forty-fifth Pennsylvania and Thirty-sixth Massachusetts Volunteers, of the brigade, moved to Point of Eocks, Md.
The
One hundredth Pennsylvania was ordered to Monocacy Junction. The
Thirty-sixth Massachusetts Eegiment remained at Point of Eocks, and
the Forty-fifth Pennsylvania moved to Poland’s Ferry. At midnight
of the 13th the One hundredth Pennsylvania, having arrived at the
Point of Eocks from Monocacy Junction, was ordered to Poland’s
Ferry, and on the 15th all the brigade returned to camp at Pleasant
Valley.

No. 140.
Reports of Capt.

Asa M,

Coolc, Eighth Massachusetts Battery^ of the battles
of South Mountain and Antietam,

Headquarters Eighth Massachusetts Battery,
Mouth of Antietam Creehj Md., September 21, 1862.
have the honor to report as follows concerning the operations
of my command in the battle of South Mountain September 14
Having proceeded with the rest of the division from camp near Middletown to the foot of South Mountain on the morning of September 14,
the Eighth Massachusetts Battery was ordered to take up a position
in the extreme ailvance on the left of the army. The command proceeded up the road to a point about 400 yards from the summit of the
mountain, where, at about 12 o’clock m., two pieces were brought into
battery and commenced firing on a battery of the enemy on an elevation
about a mile to the right. •After firing about four rounds one of the
pieces became disabled, and was withdrawn. While another piece was
Sir

:

I

*
Col. Daniel Leasure, One liundredth Pennsylvania Infiintry, relieved General
Willcox, in command of the division, October 8, the latter assuming command of the
Ninth Army Corps.
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coming forward to replace it, tlie enemy opened a very heavy fire of
canister upon us from a mashed battery of 12-pounders, about 150 yards
off, on our flank.
The column of caissons and the disabled piece were
ordered to the rear, when the enemy’s fire became so heavy, 1 man
having been killed and 4 wounded in one section by the first discharge,
that the cannoneers were directed to retire to cover. The men consequently fell back to shelter in the woods until a later hour in the day,
when the enemy’s attention being diverted by our infantry, firing was
resumed with the two pieces before mentioned, and they were worked
with good effect after night-fall.
I append a list of the casualties in the command.*
I have the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

A. M. COOK,
Commanding Eighth Massachusetts Battery.
Capt. Egbert A. Hutchins,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Headquarters Eighth Massachusetts Battery,
Mouth of Antietam CreeJc, Md., September 21, 1862.
have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of the Eighth Massachusetts Battery in the action near Sharpsburg, September 17, 1862
My command took up a position in the morning of that day on an
eminence east of Antietam Creek, and the battery fired for an hour or
more on two rebel batteries on the hills to the right and left of the vilSir

:

I

lage of Sharpsburg. After the object of this firing (the protection of
our infantry in the passage of the bridge) was accomplished, the battery
was ordered forward over the stream. While the command was halted
in the road on the western bank of the creek, the enemy reopened a
murderous fire of shot and shell into the ravine. The left section, under
Lieut. J. K. Coffin, was ordered forward to the heights on the right,
and was therefore temporarily detached from the command. The right
and center section, after remaining for some time, under fire, necessarily
inactive, proceeded up the road on the left of the stone bridge and
opened fire from the heights above. Here they were subjected to a
cross-fire from the enemy’s batteries in front and on both flanks.
After
discharging several rounds they were compelled by the approach of
darkness to suspend operations. The battery still continued, however,
to hold the position, and remained upon the heights throughout the
night and during the next day (the 18th) until about 5 o’clock p. m.,
when it returned to the eastern bank of the creek, having been relieved
by other troops. For the operations of the left section, I beg to refer
you to the report of its commanding officer, Lieutenant Coffin, which
I inclose herewith. I desire to speak in terms of e^ecial commendation of the conduct of Lieut. John K. Coffin, whose gallantry on all
occasions during the day was worthy of the highest praise.
I have the honor to remain, yours, very respectfully,
•
A. M. COOK,
Commanding Eighth Massachusetts Battery.
Capt. Egbert A. Hutchins,

Captain,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Embodied

in revised statement, p. 186.
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No. 141.
Coffin, commanding left section
chusetts Battery, of the battle of Antiet am.

Report of Lieut. John N.

Eighth Massa-

Camp near Sharpsburg, Md.,
September 21, 1862.

Sir I have the honor to report as follows concerning the movements of my section- while temporarily detached from your battery during the action of September 17 near Antietam Creek
In crossing the stone bridge the battery marched left in front, bringing my section in advance. On the enemy^s commencing to shell the
ravine, I was ordered to take a position about 200 yards in advance of
the column, where I was enabled to shell the enemy on our right until
they were driven from their position. I was then ordered to advance
farther up the road to fire canister. Coming to a turn in the road, I
ordered the section to turn to the left and take a position on an elevaI opened on
tion about 200 yards to the right of the enemy’s guns.
them with canister, discharging both guns to the right, when the enemy
disappeared. I then turned my guns to the left against the rebel in:

fantry.

Not deeming the position a good one, I ordered my pieces to be limbered up and take a position on a high eminence overlooking the enemy’s
infantry, and held this position, my guns telling with terrible effect
upon the rebel lines. This position I held until my ammunition was
exhausted. I then limbered to the rear and left the field for more ammunition, carrying with me one private, William H. Callinton, wounded
in the knee.
1 wish to

mention favorably especially the chiefs of the two pieces
under my command, Sergts. William Davis and Newell B. Allen, who,
with the rest of the non-commissioned officers and privates of the section, behaved with the 'greatest bravery and coolness throughout the
engagement.

Very respectfully, yours,

JOHN

N.

COFFIN,

Senior First Lieutenant.

Capt A. M. Cook,
Commanding Eighth Massachusetts

Battery.

No. 142.
Reports of Lieut. Samuel N. Benjamin, Battery E, Second IT. S. Artillery,
of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.

September

20, 1862.

have the honor to make the following report of the operations of Battery E, Second IJ. S. Artillery, during the action of South
IMountain, Sunday, September 14:
The battery was ordered to report to General Pleasonton at about 8
After reporting, it was placed in position to the left of the turna. m.
jiike, on a high knoll, commanding a portion of the pass.
We engaged
three batteries in the course of the day, one on a knoll to the right of
the turnpike, about 2,600 yards from us, the others on the right and left

Captain

:

I

:
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of the pike ou the hills. The first two commanded our position, the
third we commanded. The first we silenced twice, after which it did
not open again. The second and third wo fired at to draw the fire from
our infantry.
also shelled the wood in several places, and shelled
detachment
a column far up the pass, apparently with some effect.
of the Seventy-ninth New York Volunteers, temporarily attached to the
battery, did their duty well throughout the day. The officers, non-comhad no casualties,
missioned officers, and privates all behaved well.
no projectiles of any kind coming near us.
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

We

A

We

SAMUEL
First Lieutenant Second Artillery^

BENJAMIN,

N.

Commanding Battery F.

Capt. Egbert A. Hutchins,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ First Biv,, Ninth

Near Blackford’s Ford

(on
*

Army

Corps.

the Potomac),
September 20,

^S(j2.

Captain I have the honor to make the following report of the operations of Battery E, Second Artillery (Carlisle’s), during the engagement
:

near Sharpsburg on the IGth and 17th instant
On the 16th instant, on being ordered to the front at about 0 o’clock,
the battery was placed in position by Lieutenant-Colonel Getty, Fifth
U. S. Artillery. After firing a few shots at bodies of the enemy, we
opened on a brigade marching in column toward our right, and soon
drove them in confusion into a ravine.
At about 10.30 a. m. the enemy opened fire on us, and on some heavy
guns some distance on our right, with ten or twelve pieces.
returned
fire, the batteries on the right also returning it, and in about an hour
the enemy’s batteries were silenced. In the afternoon we changed position, taking position on a knoll some distance to the left, and back from
the stone bridge.
On the morning of the 17th we opened fire early on a battery which
was shelling General Eodman’s division, soon silencing it. Several
times during the day we engaged a battery of eight guns to the right
of Sharpsburg, each time driving the cannoneers from their guns. We
also fired on batteries to the left of the town, to draw their fire from
our infantry.
After the firing on the 16th instant I replenished my caissons, and on
the morning of the 17th I sent for ammunition, but only received 40
rounds, being all that there was on the train. The battery changed position at about 3 p. m., in order to fire more to the left. Several times
in the course of the day we shelled bodies of rebel infantry. At about
5 or 5.30 p. m., the enemy opened with some very heavy guns from their
I fired my last six rounds at them. After my ammunition was
left.
exhausted I remained iu position some time.
Two of my horses being killed by their shell, I returned to my first
position in order to cover my horses, and, by order of General Burnside,
fired blank cartridges to draw the enemy’s fire from our infantry.
The men attached to the battery behaved well. Sergeants Keefe,
Kaiser, and Ferris, and Corporal Eidleman, managed tjieir guns and detachments well. My officers. Lieutenants Graves and Lord, worked
well and faithfully.
detachment of the Seventy-ninth New York
Volunteers, temporarily attached to the battery, did their duty coolly

We

A

:
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well.
On the ICtli the firing of the enemy for some time was pretty
sharp, but no one was injured. On the 17th we were fired at but little,
and without effect, except two horses killed. Private Drimer was accidentally wounded in the hand by a j)iece of friction-primer. Two guns
became unserviceable from the vent-pieces wearing out.
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

and

SAMUEL

K.

First Lieutenant Second Artillery,

Capt.

BENJAMIN,

Commanding

Battery.

Egbert A. Hutchins,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 143.
Col. Benjamin C. Christ,
commanding First Brigade, of the

Reports of

Fiftieth Pennsylvania Infantry,
battles

of South Mountain and

Antietam.

Hdqrs. First Brig., First Div., N'inth Army Corps,
Near Antietam Creeh, Md.
Sir

:

I respectfully submit the following report of the action of my
at the battle of South Mountain, on Sunday, September 14,

command
1862

Leaving our encampment on the morning of the 14th, we proceeded
along the Hagerstown road to a point near the base of the mountain,
where we were considerably annoyed by the shot and shell of the enemy
until we filed off on the road to the left that led us directly to the top
of the mountain. Before reaching the summit, I was ordered to foroi
in line of battle on the right of the road, but before this movement was
completed the enemy opened a battery, which commanded this road.
Cook’s battery, which was just being placed in position at this time, received this fire directly in front, and from its great severity they w^ere
obliged to retire with their caissons, leaving two of their pieces in danger of being taken by the enemy. The Seventy-ninth New York Volunteers, Colonel Morrison, was immediately ordered to the front on the left
of the road, and the Seventeenth Michigan, Colonel Withington, on the
right of the road, to protect these pieces.
The enemy held their position for some considerable time, and fired
their shot and shell with terrible effect until about 2 o’clock, when he
commeuced the attack with his infantry. From the previous disposition of my command, it was impossible for me to give my attention to
tiie Avhole.
I therefore led forward the Seventeenth Michigan on the
right of the road, while Colonel Welsh advanced on the left with the
Forty-fifth Pennsylvania and Forty-sixth New Fork Volunteers.
Supported by the Seventy -ninth New York, the Seventeenth Michigan moved
steadily forward until they arrived within good range, and then opened
a fire on the enemy with terrible effect, piling the road and field with
liis dead and wounded, and finally completely routing him, driving him
in the utmost confusion across the field into the woods, and capturing
a number of prisoners.
Under any circumstances the conduct of both officers and men of
this regiment was worthy of the highest commendation, but especially
so when taking into consideration that they were mustered into service
as late as the 21 st of August, 1862, and that this was their first engagement.
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Later in the day the Seventy-ninth New York and Twenty-eighth
Massachusetts Volunteers were ordered to the front, and assisted in repulsing the enemy in his second attempt to force our lines. The Fiftieth
Pennsylvania and Eighth Michigan Volunteers were ordered in the early
part of the afternoon to the position held by General Cox, where they
contributed largely in maintaining that position, and twice assisted in
repulsing the enemy.
With few exceptions, both officers and men discharged their whole
duty. I append a list of casualties.*
All of which is respectfully submitted.
B. 0.
Colonel^

CHEIST,

Commanding First Brigade.

Captain Hutchins,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Hdqrs. First Beiu., First

Diy.,

Ninth Army Corps,

Antietam Creeh, 31d.j September 21, 18G2.
Sir I respectfully submit the following report of the part borne by
my command in the engagement near Sharpsburg, on Wednesday, September 17, 1862
About 10 o’clock a. m. I was ordered to support some batteries covering our advance near the stone bridge across Antietam Creek. During the afternoon I crossed the bridge and marched to the right, and
parallel with the stream, for several hundred yards. 1 here deployed the
Seventy-ninth New York Volunteers as skirmishers, supported by the
Fiftieth Pennsylvania, Twenty-eighth Massachusetts, and Seventeenth
Michigan Volunteers, and then moved forward in fropt of the enemy’s
battery (heavily supported by infantry), in the rear of a corn-field, on
the right of the road. On reaching the crest of a hill, about 350 yards
in front of the battery, I discovered that my support on my left had not
come up. Deeming my force alone inadequate for the attack on both
artillery and infantry, I was obliged to halt until supported on my left.
While halting under cover from the enemy directly in front, he opened
a battery on my left which commanded my whole line from left to right,
and for thirty minutes we were under a most severe fire of round shot,
:

grape, and canister, and suffered severely. It was impossible to
for the reason before stated no place in the neighborhood that afforded any cover and the alternative presented itself either
to retire from a good and only position from which to advance on the
enemy in front, or to wait patiently until some demonstration on the
Again, I could
left would compel him to change the direction of his fire.
not get under cover without retiring at least 250 yards, in full view of
the enemy, and if there would have been the least confusion the men
might have retreated in disorder, and exposed a larger and more disordered front to his fire, which would have largely increased the list of
casualties.
I chose the former, and was gratified by having my expecshell,

move forward

—

—

tations realized.

A demonstration on the left compelled the enemy to change the direcand my supports coming, we moved to the front, where
enemy on his left, and in about one hour succeeded in
driving both his artillery and infantry from the position. I charged on
the battery with the Seventeenth Michigan Kegiment (this being the
regiment immediately in front), supported by the Fiftieth Pennsylvania

tion of his

fire,

we engaged

the

*
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and Twenty-eighth Massachusetts Volunteers, but when within 100 yards
of his guns (and while he was covered by a hill which prevented my
advance column from shooting either his horses or their riders), he limbered up his pieces and retired. I did not deem it prudent to advance
after his artillery had retired, for the reason that the woods were lined
with his sharpshooters, and I would only have exjjosed my command to
I retired with my charging party
their fire without gaining anything.
to my line of battle, and maintained my position until ordered to take
another farther down and near the bridge, where the men slept on their
arms for the night.
In this engagement it is impossible to particularize regiments, officers,
or men, for, from the moment we were brought under fire until ordered
to retire near the bridge, all displayed the utmost coolness and courage,
ready and prompt to move forward at the word of command, and both
officers and men vying with each other in the discharge of their duty.
My especial acknowledgments are, however, due to my acting assistant
adjutant-general, Capt. William F. Lusk, for the assistance rendered me
not only during this but also during the engagement of the 14th.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
B. C. OHEIST,
Colonel^ Commanding First Brigade,
,

Captain Hutchins,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 144.
Reports of Col. Thomas Welsh, Forty -fifth Pennsylvania Infantry, commanding Second Brigade^ of the battles of South Mountain and Antictarn.

Hdqrs. 2d Brig., Willcox^s (1st) Div., 9th Army Corps,
Fear Sharpshurg^ Md., September 18, 18G2.
Captain I have the honor to report that the brigade under my command, consisting of the Forty-fifth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers,
Maj. J. I. Curtin commanding; One hundredth Regiment Pennsylvania
Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Leckey commanding, marched from camp
east of Middletown early on Sunday morning, the 14th of Septerfiber, 1862.
Arriving in front of and within range of the enemy ^s guns, in position
on the South Mountain, commanding the turnpike road leading to Hagerstown, I received orders to lead and attack the enemy^s batteries on
:

the right of the turnpike from Brigadier- General Willcox, commandingdivision.
The One hundredth Pennsylvania, Lieutenant-Colonel Leckey,
were then advanced as skirmishers along the road. The other troops of
the brigade were ordered to the right, with the view to crossing the fields
and ascending the mountain on the right of the battery to be attacked.
After having advanced a short distance, an order was received recalling my command and directing me to follow Christ’s brigade to the support of General Cox’s division, then being engaged with the enemy a considerable distance to the left of the turnpike, near the Sharpsburg road.
Leaving orders for the One hundredth to be recalled, I hurried forward
with my two regiments along the Sharpsburg road, running nearly
parallel with and about 1,000 yards distant from the turnpike.
Arrived at the foot of the mountain, I placed my troops in iiosition on
the left of Christ’s brigade, the right of the Forty-fifth Pennsylvania
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resting on the road and the left of the Forty-sixth New York Eegiment
extending toward the command of General Cox. I then caused two
companies of the Forty -fifth Pennsylvania Eegiment Yolunteers to be
moved forward to the top of the hill as skirmishers, who soon discovered
the enemy ^s infantry in great force and his artillery completely commanding and shelling the woods. Heavy masses of infantry, covered by trees
and stone fences, supported the artillery.
At
p. m. we received an order from General Willcox to advance
and silence the battery on the road at all hazards. At this time the
firing between the skirmishers and the enemy becoming very rapid, I
immediately put the Forty-fifth Pennsylvania Eegiment in motion at
double-quick up the hill. Arriving in the crest, it encountered the enemy,
also advancing. The battle became very fierce at this juncture. The
Seventeenth Michigan Yolunteers, of Colonel ChrisFs brigade, and also
a part of Willcox^s division, advancing on our right, also became hotly
engaged, and took the rebels in flank. The Forty-sixth New York moved
on the left of the Forty-fifth Pennsylvania Yolunteers, connecting with
the troops of General Cox’s command. The One hundredth Pennsylvania were held in reserve, and followed up in support of our front.
Notwithstanding the terrific fire from infantry and artillery, together
with a raking fire from a battery near the turnpike, our troops continued
to advance, utterly regardless of the slaughter in their ranks, until,
having destroyed the advanced troops of the enemy, he was compelled
to give way and retreat with his artillery and infantry in great confusion
down the hill. Many prisoners, a number of whom were wounded, were
captured by my command at the stone fence near the road, and were
turned over for safe-keeping to the supporting forces on our left and
rear say 150 i)risoners. The ammunition of the Forty-fifth Pennsylvania Yolunteers having become expended, they used the bayonet with
success, and having become considerably exhausted by their extraordinary exertions, I withdrew my command as fast as relieved by troops
of General Sturgis’ command.
I append herewith the reports of the regimental commanders, with
My ofiicers and men were enthusiastic
lists of the killed and wounded.*
and brave. Where all are so meritorious it would be unjust to designate
individuals. I will only add that the Forty-fifth Pennsylvania, of my
Inigade, and the Seventeenth Michigan, of the First Brigade, sustained
the brunt of the battle with a bravery and constancy seldom equaled in

—

—

modern warfare.
Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,

THOS. WELSH,
.Colonel.)

Capt.

Commanding Second Brigade,

Egbert A. Hutchins,
Assistant Adjutant- Oeneral.

Hdqrs. Second Brig., First Div., Ninth

Army

Corps,

September 19, 1862.
Captain: I have the honor to report that the brigade under my
command, comprising the Forty-fifth and One hundredth Pennsylvania, the Forty-sixth New York, and the Eighth Michigan Yolunteer
Eegiments, left camp on the morning of the 17th of September, 1862,
and marched in the direction of the bridge across the Antietam Creek
Eml) 0 (liocl
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The brigade, being held in reserve to the
oil the road to Sharpsburg.
force engaged in storming the bridge, was not brought directly in contact with the enemy until past meridian. Our victorious comrades having meanwhile driven the enemy from the bridge and banks of the creek,
Arriving on the
I was ordered to cross with my brigade to their relief.
opposite side of the stream, and in compliance with verbal instructions
from Brigadier-General Willcox, I moved my whole command over a
immediately charging the enemy and driving them rapidly
my troops advancing to the edge of the
town and capturing the rebel Captain Twiggs and several soldiers.
Discovering that we had advanced beyond our supporting forces on
our right, and also on our left, I withdrew my command to an orchard
directly on the left of Colonel Christ, First Brigade of the division.
remained in this position until ordered back by the general commanding the division to the support of the forces then desperately engaged
with the enemy, who were endeavoring to outflank us on our left. My
command was exposed for several hours to a tremendous cross-fire from
the artillery of the enemy, as well as a direct fire from their infantry and
riflemen in our front, yet they advanced with steadiness and rapidity,
driving the enemy at all points and performing strictly the great duty
devolved on them by the commanding general.
I had great difficulty in restraining the ardor of my troops, who
seemed anxious to charge through the town and capture the batteries
beyond. Fighting as we did directly under the eyes of the general, I
trust our conduct merited his approval. I commend my entire comsteep

hill,

in the direction of Sharpsburg,

We

mand for their gallantry and good conduct. Officers and men seemed
to vie with each other in their deeds of bravery.
list of killed and
wounded,* with reports of regimental commanders, are herewith inclosed.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A

THOS. WELSH,
Colonel Forty -fifth Pennsylvania

Capt.

Fo/,9.,

Comely. Second Brigade.

Egbert A. Hutchins,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

1^0. 145.

•

Reports of Lieut. Col. Joseph Gerhardt^ Forty -sixth New Yorlc Infantry^
of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.

Hdqrs. Forty-sixth Eegt.

New York

Camp

State Vols.,

near South Mountain Pass, September 16, 1862.
Sir: In obedience to orders of this day, I have the honor to report
that the Forty-sixth Eegiment New York State Volunteers moved
from Middletown on the 14th instant in the morning at 8 o’clock, 369
enlisted men strong, besides 23 officers. The regiment was with the
brigade and marched to the South Mountain, where it arrived about
noon. Here the Forty-sixth Eegiment formed in line of battle on the
left of the Forty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, under a very heavy fire
of shot and shell. The regiment covered themselves behind fences and
hills till the order was given to advance.
The regiment was ordered
by mistake to the extreme left, but was soon recalled and took again
their former position on the left of the Forty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers.
As soon as the enemy commenced to assail us with musketry
Embodied
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fire, the regiment went up to a stone fence, wliere it remained until
further orders. Receiving orders, the regiment went over the fence
under a very heavy fire of musketry and advanced in line of battle to
the woods, where the Twenty-eighth Ohio Regiment were lying behind
a rail fence. I ordered the regiment to assist our brothers in the fight,
and with hurrah and double-quick they came to the relief of the Thirtieth
Ohio, leaving the Twenty-eighth Ohio Volunteers behind us, who had
been relieved by the Thirtieth Ohio Regiment. Both officers and men
behaved gallantly in this engagement, taking proper advantages of
coverings at hand, to which is attributable the small loss we sustained.
After having spent nearly all our ammunition, we were relieved by the
Ninth New Hampshire Volunteers. This regiment commenced firing
before they had taken our position, thereby greatly endangering the
lives of our soldiers, who only saved themselves by throwing themselves
down on the ground. After a while the regiment advanced again over
an open field, exposed to the raking fire of the enemy’s batteries, and
went in with the Ninth New Hampshire Regiment in pursuit of the
enemy. Having been ordered back, we retired slowly and took up our
position behind the Twenty-eighth Ohio Regiment ; whereupon we were
ordered back to camp.
The regiment lost 1 man killed in the afternoon in the corn-field by a
shell ; Major Parcus and 6 men were wounded in the woods shortly
after having relieved the Thirtieth Ohio Regiment. The required roster
of officers liable for duty is respectfully inclosed.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOSEPH GERHARDT,
Lieutenant- Colonel j Commanding.

Colonel

Welsh.
Hdqrs. Forty-sixth Reot.

New York State

Vols.,
September 18, 1862.
Sir: In obedience to order of this day, I have tlie honor to report
that the regiment left camp at 9 o’clock in the morning of the ITth
instant, and after several halts passed over the bridge at 2 o’clock in
the afternoon. About one-fourth of a mile on the other side of the
creek the regiment was ordered to ascend a steep hill on the left side
of the road, and came under a galling fire of shot and shell as soon as
it was in sight of a battery posted by the enemy on a hill to our right.
After having laid a while behind a rail fence, on the next hill close to
a line of skirmishers, the regiment advanced over several hills, being
constantly fired upon by the aforesaid battery, and took position behind
a rail fence in front, passing several regiments, who remained passive
behind us. Here the regiment was engaging the enemy’s infantry for
about two hours, and, receiving no support, the regiment had to fall
back before superior numbers of the enemy, who tried to flank our left
wing. The regiment fell back behind a stone fence near the road, and
was afterward ordered to march farther back toward the river, where it
encamped for the night. The regiment went into battle with 16 officers
and 262 enlisted men. The loss, as far as could be ascertained, is 2 men
killed, 3 officers and 12 men wounded, and 2 men missing.*
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
Cam]g near Antietam

Creelc^

JOSEPH GERHARDT,
Lieutenant- Colonel^ Commanding.

Colonel

Welsh.
*

But
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No. 14G.
Report of Brig. Gen. Samuel D. Sturgis, TJ. S. Army, commanding Second
Division, of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.

Headquarters Second

Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Antietam, Md., September 22, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part
taken by my division in the battles of South Mountain and Sharpsburg
About 1 oVdock p. m., on the 14th instant, my division moved from
its camp near Middletown to the support of General Willcox, then hotly
engaged on the slope of the mountain to the left of the main Hagerstown road. The distance to be traveled was about 5 miles, and it was
not until 3.30 p. m. that we reached the scene of action. At the foot of
the mountain one of my batteries (Captain Clark’s) was detached by
Major-General Eeno, and sent to support the left of General Cox’s divisTwo regiments (the Second
ion, then supposed to bo hotly pressed.
Maryland and Sixth New Hampshire) had previously been detached by
Major-General Eeno, and sent forward on the Hagerstown turnpike.
Arriving near the crest of the mountain, the brigade of Colonel (now
General) Ferrero was deployed to the right and left of the road, and
immediately became engaged with the enemy. The First Brigade, Colonel (now General) Nagle, was held in reserve. Discovering a battery
of the enemy some 1,500 yards to our right, and so posted as to expose
our line to a flank fire, I directed my aide-de-camp. Captain Eawolle, to
open upon it with Captain Durell’s battery. The enemy’s battery was
silenced in a few moments, and withdrawn from the field. These batteries, under the able direction of Captain Eawolle, rendered material
aid afterward, and from the same point, to the troops of General Hooker
while hotly pressed on the hills to the right of the Hagerstown road.
The infantry fire had now become so warm and the ground so stubbornly disputed that General Nagle’s brigade was brought forward, and
the whole line engaged. The enemy made several charges with the
hope of driving our brave troops from their position, but were driven
back with great slaughter behind a stone fence, where he reformed, but
was driven again even from that shelter, and we occupied the highest
point of the mountain. The firing ceased altogether about 9 o’clock,
and our valiant troops slept on the ground and on their arms. When
morning broke the enemy had withdrawn, leaving his dead in ghastly
numbers scattered on the field.
Our loss in the engagement was 151.* At noon of the next day (15th)
we marched again and encamped near Sharpsburg, taking no part in
the affair of that day, but being held in reserve on the left of the whole
line.

On the morning of the 16th we again moved a mile or two and took
position on the extreme left, in column of brigades, in an open field,
but covered from view of the enemy by a corn-field in front. The batteries were placed in a wood to the rear.
Toward evening I withdrew
the batteries a little farther to the rear, for convenience of forage, &c.,
while the division slept on their arms in the position occupied during
day.
the morning of the 17th the enemy opened a heavy artillery fire,
from which their projectiles fell thick in our camp, and I sent Captain
Eawolle forward with Captain Durell’s battery, which took position on
tlie
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au emiueuce and to the left of Captain Weed’s battery, already engaged.
Several of the enemy’s batteries were soon silenced, and two of the
caissons blown up, yet he made heavy demonstration toward our center and right, and it became necessary to send Captain Clark’s battery
up, which soon got into position on the left of Captain Durell’s.
I now received orders from General Burnside to move still farther
to the left and front, and cross Antietam Bridge. The batteries were,
therefore, withdrawn and placed in new positions, so as to ^-id in clearing
the wood on the opposite bank, strongly occupied by the enemy. One
section was placed on the right of Benjamin’s battery, in rear of the cornfield, through which the division moved toward the bridge. Another section w^as placed on the right of the road, about 400 yards from the bridge,
but did not open. Captain Clark’s battery was ordered to a i)ositiou
on the right of the woods, hear the slope occupied by the division the
previous night, and one section held in. reserve. The First Brigade,
General Nagle, now moved toward the bridge, while the Second Brigade, General Ferrero, was formed in line of battle in the corn-field
some 200 yards in rear. The bridge was strongly defended by the
enemy, and the approaches to it exposed to a murderous fire from
behind breastworks. The importance of carrying it without delay was
impressed upon me by General Burnside, and I went in person to the
vicinity of the bridge, and ordered the Second Maryland, Colonel Duryea, and Colonel Griffin, Sixth New Hampshire, to move over at a
double-quick and with bayonets fixed. They made a handsome effort
to execute this order, but the fire was so heavy on them before they
could reach the bridge that they were forced to give way and fall back.
Meantime orders arrived from General Burnside to carry the bridge
at all hazards. I then selected the Fifty-first New York and the Fiftyfirst Pennsylvania from the Second Brigade, and directed them to charge
with the bayonet. They started on their mission of death full of enthusiasm, and taking a route less exposed than the regiments which had
made the effort before them, rushed at a double-quick over the slope
leading to the bridge and over the bridge itself with an impetuosity
which the enemy could not resist, and the Stars and Stripes were planted
on the opposite bank at 1 o’clock p. m., amid the most enthusiastic cheering from every part of the field from where they could be seen. Having
crossed the bridge, the Second Brigade filed to the right, the First Brigade to the left, and both moved up and occupied the high grounds at
once, throwing out skirmishers on all sides, who soon became hotly
engaged, yet held their ground, though with considerable loss on both
sides.

The enemy had by

this time been re-enforced, and had their batteries
higher ground, and within 500 or GOO yards of our posiToo weak to advance, we could only
tion, and all concentrated on it.
lie down and await re-enforcements, and here the troops displayed their
heroism more, if possible, than on any former occasion, for the enemy
opened with canister and grape, shell and railroad iron, and the vehicles of destruction fell like hail among them, killing and wounding
large numbers and fairly covering us with dust, yet not a man left his
place except to 'carry off his wounded comrade. Toward evening we
were re-enforced by the division of Cox, under Colonel Scammon, Eod-

placed on

still

man, and Willcox.

moved forward, my

These divisions were formed into line of battle and
division being held in reserve, except the batteries,

which reported to General Eodman. The enemy, however, had received
re- enforcements, and at twilight my division was ordered forward.
General Ferrero on the right, to the support of Willcox, and General

large
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For the part taken in
left, to the support of Eodman.
by the Second Brigade, I have to refer you to the report of
General Ferrero, as I was with the First Brigade. This latter moved
forward in fine order, and drove the advancing foe beyond the cornfield on the left, and slept upon the ground throughout the night.
N^agle on the
this affair

It is impossible to refer to the many individual acts of heroism displayed by the officers and men throughout these few eventful days without extending this report to too great a length. When, however, it is
considered that during all this time they were without food (or had but
little), marching and fighting ’almost continually, with but little rest or
sleep, it may well be said they sustained in an eminent degree the undying reputation they had already earned under the lamented MajorGeneral Eeno in the brilliant victories of Eoanoke, Camden, New Berne,
and Chantilly. In order, therefore, to prevent, as far as may be, injustice being done to any deserving officer or soldier, I would respectfully
refer you to the reports of the brigade commanders, inclosed.
To Capt. H. E. Mighels, assistant adjutant-general; Capts. C. IT.
Hale, J. K. Casey, H. B. Sturgis, and First Lieut. A. H. Hosmer, aidesde-camp, I am under many obligations for thebravery and zeal with which
they carried my orders in the hottest of the contest. The three lastmentioned officers were separated from me after the battle of South
Mountain by sickne«s and orders for other service, and could not join
again in time to take part in the battle of Sharpsburg. My aide-decamp and ordnance officer, Capt. W. C. Eawolle, I cannot commend in
too high terms. He was invaluable at all times, carrying orders, placing the artillery in favorable positions, bringing up ammunition, and
making himself useful in every department. I would commend »this
officer to special consideration, as I look upon him as one of the most
promising young officers in the service. Capt. N. Plato, assistant quartermaster, and Capt. F. E. Berier, commissary of subsistence, rendered
good service also in their respective departments, and exhibited great
energy and zeal. Surg. A. T. Watson labored night and day in ministering to the wounded, and is deserving of the gratitude of the country.
Accompanying the reports of the brigade commanders you will find
the list of killed, wounded, and missing; also the number of the enemy’s
prisoners taken, as follows: Killed, 140; wounded, 619; missing, 45;
One of my orderlies, Private John Dohmeyer, Company D,
total, 804.*
Fifth Cavalry, was severely, perhaps mortally, wounded by one of our
own shells while at my side near the bridge. Prisoners taken, about 100.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. D. STUEGIS,

Brigadier- General^

Commanding

Division.

Assistant Adjutant-General,
Headquarters Ninth Corps.

No. 147.
Ueporis of Brig. Gen. James Nagle, U. IS. Army, commanding First Brigade, of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.

Hdqrs. First Brig., Second Div., Ninth

Army

Corps,

Antietam, Md., September 20, 1862.
Sir I have the honor to report that previous to arriving at South
Mountain, September 14, in compliance with orders, two of my regi:
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to General Eeno toward the right, to support several other regiments advancing into position. The regiments
selected were the Second Maryland and Sixth New Hampshire Volunteers.
The other regiments were the Forty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers and Ninth New Hampshire Volunteers, both of which advanced
in line of battle up the South Mountain as reserve.
Soon afterward the advance deployed to the right and left, and both
the Forty -eighth Pennsylvania and Ninth New Hampshire Volunteers
were then brought into action. Large fields of corn were filled with the
enemy, so concealed that only a bayonet charge could clear the fields,
and the Ninth New Hampshire Volunteers charged bayonets through
these fields of corn, clearing them of a regiment of South Carolina infantry, and pursuing them through a heavy wood, and then joining by
a flank movement the remainder of the brigade. The Forty-eighth
Pennsylvania Volunteers did excellent service on the left, where a sharp
engagement took iilace. The Second Maryland and Sixth New Hampshire Volunteers were held in reserve, and lay under a galling fire on
the right. My whole brigade rested on their arms after the battle closed
at 9 p. m., having driven the enemy at every point. The contest was
spirited, and both my officers and men behaved with good cheer and
true courage while under fire.
The loss in the Forty-eighth Pennsylvania stands 11 wounded and 1
missing, and in the Ninth New Hampshire Volunteers, 23 wounded and
6 missing.
Captain Clarkes battery did good execution on the left, and punished
the enemy severely.
I have "the honor to transmit the inclosed list of killed, wounded, and
missing in my brigade.*
All of which is respectfully submitted by your obedient servant,

ments were ordered to report

JAMES NAGLE,
Brigadier- General, First Brigade, Second Division.
Brig. Gen. S. D. Sturgis.

Hdqrs. First Brig., Second Hiv., Ninth

Army

Corps,

Antietam, Md., September 20, 1862.
General On the morning of September 17 my brigade received
orders, while encamped near Sharpsburg, to advance on the enemy at
a point he had selected where the stone bridge crosses the Antietam
Creek, about 2 miles from Sharpsburg. The position was a strong one
for the enemy, as he was posted in strong force on the bank of Antietam
Creek, on the wooded banks of this stream, with precipitous banks that
Two roads'
afforded them shelter from our artillery and infantry.
diverge from this bridge, and the approach to it is through a narrow
ravine, admitting not more than one regiment at a time, upon which a
deadly volley could be easily poured from the enemy in ambuscade on
the other side of the bridge. The topography being of such a nature
that the whole brigade could not be posted to advantage, a front was
selected on the left, on the banks of the stream, from which an oblique
range upon the bridge could be had, while my right occupied the bluff’
overlooking the bridge, behind which two regiments of the enemy were
concealed in the heavy underbrush.
From this strong iiosition the enemy iioured a terrific fire upon our
infantry, which was replied to in a very spirited manner by all the regThe Forty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers,
iments in my brigade.
:
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Lieutenant- Colonel Sigfried commanding, passed through a field skirted
by a forest, in which the enemy was posted, and with the other regiments soon cleared it of the rebel sharpshooters, placed there in concealed positions. The Ninth New Hampshire Volunteers, Col. E. Q.
Fellows, was placed near the bridge, and opened a destructive fire
directly upon the enemy, and expended nearly all their ammunition
during a gallant resistance of an hour, in which they were between the
fires of two regiments of the enemy, and sustained themselves nobly.
Lieut. Col. H. B. Titus, of Ninth New Hampshire Volunteers, fell, badiy
wounded, at this point, with several of the commissioned officers of the
regiment. The Second Maryland and Sixth New Hampshire Volunteers
were placed in a perilous position near the bridge, and are entitled to
commendation for their soldier- like bearing and bravery displayed.
When the most of the ammunition in my brigade was expended, my
brigade fell back the Second Brigade was ordered up to storm the
bridge, which they did, and my brigade ordered to follow for the possession of the heights on the opposite side of the river. With cheers
and great enthusiasm my brigade passed the bridge and planted our flag
on the heights in a few moments. After other re-enforcements arrived
we advanced and drove the enemy from their position on the range of
hills near the river, where a severe battle took place, in which my brigade maintained their ground, though they were somewhat cut up in
this position by the grape and shell of the enemy.
Skirmishing was
kept up on the 18th between our heavy picket force and the skirmishers
;

of the enemy.

Where

behaved so

all

gallantly,

it is difficult

to particularize in re-

gard to the conduct of both officers and men, as all behaved courageously and nobly in this terrific contest of arms. 1 cannot refrain, however, from speaking of Captain Clark, of Battery E, Fourth Artillery,
who did excellent service, and received four wounds during the day.
First Lieut. William L. Baker was killed in the engagement while his
battery was doing great damage to the enemy.
I also take pleasure in saying that my staff officers rendered me all
the assistance in their different departments that could be expected of
them, and particularly Dr. Eeber, in aiding the sick, wounded, and
dying, and Lieutenant Hinkle, aide-de-camp, who was by my side at all
times. In short, my whole command has given me entire satisfaction,
and I feel proud to acknowledge this fact.
The loss in my brigade on the 17th and 18th was 35 killed, 154
wounded, 15 missing total, 204.
;

Inclosed please find the names of all killed, wounded, and missing,
and the regiments to which they belong.
All of which is respectfully submitted by your obedient servant,

JAMES NAGLE,
Brigadier- General, First Brig., Seeond Biv., Ninth
Brig. Gen. S. D. Sturgis.

Army

Corps.

No. 148.
Reports of Brig. Gen. Fdivard Ferrero, TJ. 8. Army, commanding Second
Brigade, of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.

IlDQRS.

Second Brig., Second

Div.,

Ninth Army Corps,

'•Antietam, September 19, 1862.

General I have the honor to report that on Sunday, 7th instant?
according to your orders, my brigade marched from Washington that
:

j
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our march was renewed daily without noticeable incident until Sunday,
14th instant, when we arrived at South Mountain, and engaged the
enemy. At 3 o’clock we marched up tbe Hagerstown road, leading
over the mountain, almost to its summit, and there formed line of battle,
to support other lines then engaged. At about 3.30 o’clock I advanced,
by your orders, to the top of the heights in advance of our other forces,
and was unexpectedly fired upon from the woods by a large force of the
enemy. The sudden fire produced temporary confusion in one of my
new regiments. It quickly recovered, however, reforming under a severe
fire.
My command then advanced, and after a loug and hard fight,
lasting until 9 p. m., drove the enemy from their position and occupied
the field. We retained possession of the battle-field during the night,
having our whole force on guard, momentarily expecting a renewal of
the attack.
The enemy posted their pickets within a few yards of our lines, and
captured above
during the night quietly withdrew their main body.
100 prisoners.
In this battle all the troops of my command behaved with the greatest
bravery. I have to mention as worthy of particular praise the conduct
of the Fifty-first Kew York Volunteers, commanded by Lieut. Col. E.
B. Potter the Fifty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers, commanded by Col.
J. F. Hartranft, and the Twenty-first Massachusetts Volunteers, commanded by Col. V/. S. Clark. Col. E. A. Wild, of the Thirty-fifth Massachusetts Volunteers, was wounded severely in the arm while forming
his regiment under the enemy’s fire.
I append a list of the killed and wounded in this engagement, amount;
ing to 10 killed, 83 wounded, 23 missing; total, 116.
On the 15th instant, at 1 o’clock, we resumed our march in pursuit of
the enemy, coming up with them near Antietam Creek, and bivouacking
During the morning of the 16th we remained
in front of their lines.
in line of battle, the shells from the enemy dropping thickly in our
midst. At 2 o’clock we changed front, moving nearer to the creek, in
readiness to attack the enemy in the morning.
On the morning of the 17th, at about 9 o’clock, by your order, I advanced my forces toward the stone bridge crossing Antietam Creek, a
bridge naturally almost impregnable, and very strongly fortified by the
enemy. We formed line of battle in a corn-field near the bridge, and
awaited the result of the attack of some of our other forces that had
preceded my brigade in the attempt to cross the creek. The passage of
the bridge was, however, very obstinately disputed, and at length I received orders from you to move forward my brigade, and carry the bridge
at all hazards. I accordingly moved forVard my command, and carried
the bridge at the point of the bayonet at 1 o’clock, losing in doing so a
large number of officers and men. The Fifty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers, commanded by Col. J. F. Hartranft, led the charge, followed
by the Fifty-first New York Volunteers, Lieut. Col. E. B. Potter; the
Thirty-fifth Massachusetts Volunteers, Lieut. Col. Carruth, and the
Twenty-first Massachusetts Volunteers, Col. W. S. Clark.
After carrying the bridge I moved forward one regiment to the summit
of the hill, to retain the position gained until re-enforcements should
arrive, holding the rest of my command on the banks of the creek.
During the afternoon, the enemy being re-enforced, and with heavy
supports of artillery, advanced to drive our forces from their position.
According to your orders, I moved forward my brigade to resist this
movement, and, forming line, advanced under a storm of shot and shell.
My troops, when entering this second battle, were nearly out of ammu.

We

;
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Dition, but, firing every round they had in their boxes, they quietly
placed themselves on the ground in their position, and remained until
other regiments had formed in front to relieve them, when by my orders
they retired in good order from the field, 'and again marched to the
banks of the creek.
I cannot sufiiciently commend the bravery of the troops of my command during these engagements. Both officers and men behaved with
the greatest gallantry, and I cannot help expressing the pride I feel in
commanding such valiant soldiers as they have proved themselves.
I have to mourn the loss in the last battle of Lieutenant- Colonel Bell,
of the Fifty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers, a gallant and efficient officer and amiable gentleman, killed at the stone bridge b}^ a shell. Lieutenant-Colonel Carruth, of the Thirty-fifth Massachusetts, was slightly

wounded.
I annex a list of killed, wounded, and missing, amounting to 95 killed,
371 wounded, 6 missing; total, 472. Loss in both engagements, 588.
I have the honor to be, general, your most obedient servant,

EDW. FEERERO,
Brigadier-Ge^ieral,

Brig. Gen. S. D. Sturgis.

Hdqrs. Ferrero’s Brig., Sturgis’ Div., FTinth Army Corps,
Mouth of Antietam Creelc, September 29, 1862.

General In my report of the late battles I neglected to mention
several officers particularly worthy of notice for their valuable service
:

on the

field

H. McKibbin, acting assistant adjutant-general; Lieut. A. F.
Walcott and Lieut. J. M. Hudson, aides, behaved with great gallantry and
coolness during both actions. Captain Durell, commanding Battery A,
One hundred and fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers, is especially worthy
Lieut. G.

of praise for the gallant and efficient serving of his battery.
I desire that the above be added to my report.
I have the honor to be, your most obedient servant,

EDW. FERRERO,
Brigadier- General,
Brig. Gen. S. D.

Sturgis,

Commanding Second

Division^ Ninth

Army

Corps.

FTo. 149.

S. Fairchild^ Eighty-ninth New Yorh Infantry^
commanding First Brigade^ Third Division^ of skirmish near Jefferson
and battles of South Moxmtain and Antietam.

Report of Col. Harrison

IIdqrs. First Brig., Third Div., Ninth Army Corps,
Camp near Sharpsburg., ilfd., September 23, 1862.
On Saturday morning, the 13th of September, 1862, 1 was ordered by
General Rodman, commanding Third Division, to-detail the Ninth New
York Volunteers, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Kimball,
to support Col. R. II. Rush’s regiment of lancers in the road from Frederick to Jefierson.
Subsequently the remainder of the brigade, comprising the Eighty-ninth and One hundred and third New York Volun29 R R VOL XIX, PT I
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and the battery company of the Ninth New York Volunteers, was
ordered by General Parke, chief of staff, as an additional support to
said regiment. On our arrival at the position held by the lancers and
New York volunteers, we found that they had had a skirmish about 5
miles from Frederick.
It was reported that the enemy were in position in front with artillery
and cavalry. Company B, of the Ninth New York Volunteers, was
thrown forward to reconnoiter on the left, and reported the enemy as
having left the position they had occupied the previous night with
three guns and a small cavalry force, and the road clear.
Companies C and H, Captain Parisen and Lieutenant McKechnie,
were sent to the right in the woods, who discovered, engaged, and drove
the enemy’s pickets across the fields toward Middletown, the lancers*
and the remainder of the Ninth New York Volunteers advancing toward Jefferson. At the request of Colonel Eush, I detached two companies from the One hundred and third New York Volunteers to support the skirmishers of the Ninth, then in the woods bn the right, and
subsequently detached four companies, the balance of the One hundred
and third, under the command of Major Eingold, to support Captain
Haseltine’s company of the lancers, who were skirmishing toward Middletown.
miles this side of Jefferson with the
I took position on the hill
Eighty-ninth and the battery, formed line of battle, and remained in
that position until sunset, when I received an order from General Eeno
to return with the brigade to Frederick, where we arrived at 7 o’clock
of the same night, the enemy having retreated toward Middletown, followed by Captain Haseltine, of the lancers, and the four companies of
the One hundred and third, under Major Eingold.
We received orders after our arrival at Frederick to be prepared to
march the next morning (Sunday) at 3 o’clock. In compliance with the
same, we began our march, and arrived at Middletown about 10 o’clock
a. m., where we bivouacked for a few hours, and then moved to South
Mountain Gap, the four companies of the One hundred and third,
under Major Eingold, having joined us at Middletown, where we were
ordered to the left, and to form line of battle on General Cox’s division,
to support Battery E, Fourth Artillery.
While forming line of battle we were attacked on the left by the Second, Third, Thirteenth, and Thirtieth North Carolina Eegiments, their
object being to capture the battery, it having been in position some
time without support. The Ninth and One hundred and third Eegiments were in line of battle ready for action. The Eighty-ninth immediately got into line and opened fire (being the only regiment engaged),
with Battery E, Fourth Artillery. The enemy were repulsed, the left
saved from being turned, and also the battery from being taken.
Our loss was 2 killed and 18 wounded. We captured 30 prisoners
and 150 stand of arms, holding our position during the night, the
enemy retreating, the One hundred and third having been thrown to
the front of the line as pickets after the battle.
On the afternoon of the 15th we marched until late at night, and
encamped a little beyond Mount Carmel. On the afternoon of the 16th
we were ordered forward again, taking up a position on the* hill in a
corn-field on the eastern shore of Antietam Creek, this being the extreme left of the line. Placing two guns of the Ninth Battery in position on our left flank, we slept on our arms. The enemy having at daylight discovered our position, we were saluted by the bullets of their
sharpshooters, who were stationed in the woods on the hill on the opteers,
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posite shore of the creek. This was followed by a brisk shelliug from
the enemy^s battery, also stationed on the opposite side of the creek.
By order of General Eodman, we left this exposed position under a
heavy fire, having 36 men wounded, and took position to the left and
After resting some two hours and
rear, up the gorge of the mountain.
refreshing the men, we were ordered to advance, and formed line of
battle on the crest of the hill to the left of the position vacated in the
morning. I then ordered the Ninth Battery to the left, placed them in
position, and commenced shelling the road and woods on the opposite
side of the creek, driving the enemy from their position. The enemy
then advanced their skirmishers, and were forced to retire by the timely
execution of this battery.
The brigade then moved by the left flank down to the ford ; crossing
the creek, and forming in the woods, advanced and took a position opposite the bridge there formed line of battle on the crest of the hill
Battery, remaining in position under a heavy fire
in the rear of
of shell. Though the fire was severe, the brigade remained firm in its
position for nearly an hour, until ordered to advance. General Eodman then ordered us to advance to the support of General Sturgis’
continued to advance to the opposite hill under a trecommand.
mendous fire from the enemy’s batteries up steep embankments. Arriving near a stone fence, the enemy a brigade composed of South
;

We

—

—

Carolina and Georgia regiments opened on us with musketry. After
returning their fire, I immediately ordered a charge, which the whole
brigade gallantly responded to, moving with alacrity and steadiness.
Arriving at the fence, behind which the enemy were awaiting us, receiving their fire, losing large numbers of our men, we charged over
the fence, dislodging them and driving them from their position down
the hill toward the village, a stand of regimental colors belonging to a
South Carolina regiment being taken by Private Thomas Hare, Company D, Eighty-ninth New York Volunteers, who was afterward killed.
We continued to pursue the enemy down the hill. Discovering that
they were massing fresh troops on our left, I went back, and requested
General Eodman to bring up rapidly the Second Brigade to our support, which he did, they engaging the enemy, he soon afterward falling
badly wounded. It was then discovered that the enemy were moving
up from the corn-field on our left to flank us, and I ordered the brigade
to retire about 250 yards to the rear of the position we now held, which
movement was executed in good order and without confusion. The
large force advancing on our left flank compelled us to retire from the
position, which we could have held had we been properly supported.
We remained in this position until we were positively ordered to withdraw from the field, the ofiQcers and men regretting such a necessity.
Thus ended one of the hardest contested battles of the day.
Great praise is due to Lieutenant-Colonel Kimball, commanding the
Ninth Major Jardine, commanding Eighty-ninth, and Major Eingold,
j

commanding One hundred and

third Eegiment, for their coolness, galand bravery on the field; also to the line officers of the several
regiments and the steadiness of the men.
I inclose a list of the casualties of this brigade on that day.*
lantry,

'

I remain,

very respectfully,

H. S. EAIECHILD,
Comdg. First Brig., Third Biv., Ninth Army Corps.
.

Colonel^

Col.

Edward Harland,
Commanding Third
*

Division.

Embodied

in revised statement, p. 197.
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No. 150.
Ueport of Maj. 'Edioard Jardine^ commanding Eighty -ninth Neio Yorlc Infantry^ First Brigade^ Third Division^ of colors captured at Antietam.

Hdqrs. Eighty-ninth Eegiment

New York Vols.,
September 20, 1862.

Accompanyinpj please find colors of the
Eegiment South
Carolina Troops, taken in the engagement of the 17th instant at the
stone wall on the front of the First Brigade, Third Division, by Private
Thomas Hare, Company D, Eighty-ninth Eegiment New York Volun-

Sir

teers,

:

afterward killed.
Eespectfully, yours,

E. JAEDINE,
Major, Comdg. Eighty -ninth Eegiment New Yorlc Vols.

Ambrose E. Burnside,
Commanding Ninth Army Corps.

Maj. Gen.

No. 151.
Report of Col. Edward Harland, Eighth Connecticut Infantry, commanding Second Brigade, Third Division, of the battle of Antietam.

Headquarters Second Brigade, Eodman’s

Division,
Md., September 22, 1862.
Captain: I have the honor to submit the following report of the
movements of the Second Brigade, of General Eodman’s division of the
Ninth Army Corps, during the engagement with the enemy on the 17th

Mouth of Antietam

Creelc,

instant

About sunset on the 16th instant the brigade was placed in line of
battle by order of General Eodman on the left of Colonel Scammon’s
division, supported on the left by the First Brigade, of General Eodman’s division. The line was formed behind a range of hills running
nearly parallel with Antietam Creek and about one-quarter of a mile
Strong pickets were
directly back from the bridge across the creek.
])laced at the distance of 300 yards in front of the line, and in this position we remained until morning. At daylight the enemy commenced
shelling the position, and as they had obtained the exact range our loss
was considerable.
About 7 o’clock, in accordance with an order received from General
Eodman, I moved the brigade into a i)osition to the rear and to the left
of the one formerly occupied, facing to the left, the new line of battle
forming nearly a right angle with the old one. In this iiosition we remained between one and two hours. Our next movement was a change
of front formed on first battalion. This brought the line of battle in a
l)Osition parallel to the one occujiied at first, the right resting about 200
yards in the rear of the first position to the left. Shortly afterward I
received orders from General Eodman to move the brigade, with the exception of the Eleventh Eegiment Connecticut Volunteers, which was
left to support a battery, to the left, forming a line of battle on the prolongation of the old line. I th’en sent out two companies of skirmishers
from the Eighth Eegiment Connecticut Volunteers to discover, if possiAfter tlie ford was
ble, a ford by which the creek could be crossed.
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found, I followed in the rear of the First Brigade for the purpose of crossing the creek. I sent an aide-de-camp to bring the Eleventh Begiment
Connecticut Yolunteers to join the rest of the brigade, who reported
that the regiment was not in the position in which it was left, and that
he was unable to find it. I saw nothing more of the Eleventh Kegiment
Connecticut Yolunteers until about sunset, when I met the remnant of
the regiment near the bridge.
General Eodman ordered me to detach one regiment for the support
of the battery belonging to the Kinth F’ew York Yolunteers, and to
send the remaining regiments of the brigade across the creek in rear ot
the First Brigade, and, when I had placed the regiment in projicr posiI found the battery on the hill
tion, to join the balance of the brigade.
just below the ford. I detached the Eighth Begiment Connecticut Yolunteers, placed it in what I considered the strongest position for the defense of the battery, and then crossed the ford. I fouud the rest of my
command placed behind a stone wall, with orders from General Bodman
to wait there for orders.
Shortly after my arrival the enemy opened an enfilading fire from a
section of a battery which had been ifiaced on our left flank. In order
to protect the men, I moved the command more to the right, behind the
crest of a hill, and awaited in that position the orders of General Bodman. Y^hile in this position the Eighth Begiment Connecticut Yolunteers rejoined the brigade, and I moved still more to the right, in the
direction of the bridge, and halted in the woods, just under the brow
of the hill. From this point I was conducted by an aide of General
Bodman, and placed in position in the rear of the First Brigade. Shortly
after. General Bodman ordered me to form on the left of the First
Brigade, ready for an advance on the enemy. Major Lion, acting aidede-camp, who went to the left of the line to carry my orders, on his
return reported that a brigade of the enemy’s infantry was forming on
the left, which fact I reported to General Bodman. .When the order
was given by General Bodman to advance, the Eighth Begiment Connecticut Yolunteers, which was on the right of the line, started promi)tly.
The Sixteenth Begiment Connecticut Yolunteers and the Fourth Begiment Bhode Island Yolunteers, both of which regiments were in a cornfield, apparently did not hear my order.
I therefore sent an aide-decamp to order them forward. This delay on the left placed the Eighth
Begiment Connecticut Yolunteers considerably in the advance of the
rest of the brigade. I asked General Bodman if I should halt the
Eighth Begiment Connectieut Yolunteers and wait for the rest of the
brigade to come ux). lie ordered me to advance the Eighth Begiment
Connecticut Yolunteers, and he would hurry up the Sixteenth Begiment
Connecticut Yolunteers and the Fourth Begiment Bhode Island Yolunteers.
I advanced with the Eighth Begiment Connecticut Yolunteers
and commenced firing. Tbe Sixteenth Begiment Connecticut Yolunteers
and the Fourth Begiment Bhode Island Yolunteers not coming up, I
turned to see if they were advancing, and saw some infantry belonging
to the enemy advancing upon our left flank. Knowing that if they
were not checked it would be impossible to hold this i^art of the field,
without waiting for orders, I put the spurs to my horse to hasten the
arrival of the Sixteenth Begiment Connecticut Yolunteers. My horse
was almost immediately shot under me, which delayed my arrival. I
found that the Sixteenth Begiment Connecticut Yolunteers had changed
their front, by order of General Bodman. The line was formed facing
to the left, and was nearly a prolongation of the enemy’s lines, except
that they fiiced in opposite directions. I immediately ordered Colonel
.
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enemy on the right flank.
This change was eflecteii, though with some difliculty, owing to the
fact that the regiment had been in service but three weeks, and the
impossibility of seeing but a small portion of the line at once.
Almost as soon as the change was eflected, the right of the enemy ^s
lines, which was concealed in the edge of the corn-field, opened fire.
Our men returned the fire and advanced, but were forced to fall back.
•Colonel Beach rallied them and returned to the attack, but they were
again driven back, this time out of the corn-field, beyond the fence.
Here they were again rallied, but as it was impossible to see the enemyand the men were under fire for the first time, they could not be held.
The Eighth Regiment Connecticut Volunteers, which had held their position until this time, now, by order of Major Ward, eommanding, moved
more to the right, where they were sheltered in a measure from the fire
in front, and changed front, so as to reply to the enemy on the left.
After a few rounds, as most of the men were out of ammunition, the
order was given to fall back. On the road leading to the bridge I found
part of the Eleventh Regiment Connecticut Volunteers. At the bridge
I collected the shattered remnants of the brigade, in hopes of making a
stand, but, owing to the large loss of officers and the failure of ammunition, it was impossible to render the men of any material service.
I
therefore conducted the brigade across the bridge, and bivouacked for
the night in front of the position held by a portion of General Sykes’
Beacli to cbange bis front, so as to attack the

command.
Battery A, Fifth Artillery, was assigned to my brigade. General
Rodman, however, assumed the immediate command the night before
the action, and the battery did not report to

me

again until after the

battle.

The regimental reports not being in, it is impossible to give a more
detailed account of the movements of the different regiments composing
the command.
I append a list of casualties,* with the strength of the brigade before
going into action.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

EDWARD HARLAND,

Colonel, Conidg. Second Brig., Third I)iv.,

Capt.

Ninth Army Corps,

Charles

T. Gardner,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

No. 152.
Report of Maj. J. Edward Ward, Eighth Connecticut Infantry, of the
battle of Antietam.

Headquarters Eighth Connecticut Volunteers,
Mouth of Antietam, Md., September

19, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the report of the proceedings of the
Eighth Regiment Connecticut Volunteers during the late engagement
near Sharpsburg
Lieutenant-Colonel Ai)pelman having been wounded in the engagement, I am unable to state what orders he may liave received, but can
The Second Brigade, Third
si)eak only from the time I took command.
Embodied

in revised statement, p. 197.
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Division, Ninth Army Corps, with which we were connected, lield the
extreme left of our line, and about 4 o^clock p. m. were ordered to advance to the support of General Willcox, on our right, who had been
repulsed. We did so, and held our position far in advance, until ordered
to retire by General Eodman, but not until we had lost over 50 per ceut.
of our regiment. The fire from artillery and musketry was very severe,
the regiment receiving fire in front and on both flanks. The conduct
of both officers and men was all that could be asked for, and I have to
thank the officers for their active co-operation with me in the performance of their several duties. I will notice particularly the conduct of
Private Charles Walker, of Company D, who brought the national colors
off the field after the sergeant and every corporal of the color-guard were
either killed or wounded.
Our loss was 34 killed, 139 wounded, and 21 missing total, 194.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
j

J.

General

J.

EDWARD WARD,

Commanding Eighth Connecticut
D. Williams.
Blajor,

Volunteers,

No. 153.
Report of Lieut. Col. Joseph B. Curtis^ Fourth Rhode Island Infantry^ of
the battle of Antietam.

Hdqrs. Eourth Regiment Rhode Island Volunteers,
Mouth of Antietam CreeTc, September 22, 1862.
Sir I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken
by this regiment in the battle of Sharpsburg on the 17th instant:
:

On the afternoon of the 16th, Harland’s brigade, consisting of the
Eighth, Eleventh, and Sixteenth Connecticut and Fourth Rhode Island,
left the bivouac it had occupied on the left of the Sharpsburg road, and
proceeded in a southwesterly direction, following the general course of
the Antietam Creek, for 3 or 4 miles, and took up a position behind a
range of hills covering a stone brid ge which crossed the creek. The regiment lay upon its arms all night, having its front covered by its own
pickets. The Fourth had the left of the brigade line, and upon its left
lay Fairchild’s brigade, of Rodman’s division. About an hour after light
on the morning of the 17th, the enemy’s pickets commenced firing upon
those of the regiments upon our left, and shortly after they began shelling
the whole division line, their range being very accurate. As soon as the
firing commenced, the ranks were dressed and the men directed to lie
down in their places. The three left companies, being in a more exposed
position, were brought in rear of the rest of the battalion.
Orders were received from Colonel Harland to follow the other brigade to the left, but before that brigade could move, the enemy opened
another battery on our right, enfilading our position with a fire of round
shot, and completely commanding a little rise of ground on our left,
which we should have been obliged to cross to reach the ground occupied by the other brigade. This fact was reported to Colonel Harland
by an officer, who returned with orders for the regiment to move to the
left and rear, through some woods, in a direction to be indicated by
Lieutenant Ives, of General Rodman’s staff, who came back with him.
The order was executed, the regiment moving by the left flank to the
rear through a wooded gully, but partially concealed from the enemy,
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heavy fire of shell and solid shot. The regiment
in a farm lane, well protected by a hill. As the
brigade filed through the Avooded gully, a battery placed in rear of our
original position commenced replying to the enemy, too late, however,
to cover our retrograde movement, which was almost completed. Our
loss in this affair was 2 killed and 8 wounded, among the latter the colorbearer and two color-corporals.
After about an hour the brigade advanced in line of battle to the top
of the hill in front, making a right half-wheel, and, after crossing several fields, finally took a position on the top of the hills, at the foot of
which ran the Antietam Creek, on the opposite side of Avhich was the
enemy. The action on our right was now very sharp, both artillery and
infantry being engaged. Our division constituted the extreme left of
the line. After a halt of some duration, the division moved by the left
flank to the creek, and crossed at a ford under fire from the enemy^s
coutliuied their

V as then drawn np

skirmishers, who Avere sheltered behind a stone wall. The Fourth, after
crossing the ford, filed to the left (the other brigade going to the right,
and the rest of Harlan d^s brigade not yet having crossed), and, after
throwing out Company
as skirmishers to cover the front, and Company
to the left, advanced in line toward the stone Avail, the enemy
retiring, but shortly after opening a fire of musketry on our left, Avhich
was soon silenced by the fire from our battery covering the ford.
The enemy then commenced a fire of grape and shell upon us, and the
Sixteenth Connecticut, which had just crossed the ford and was taking
a position to support our left, retired, passing along our rear. After
it had passed, this regiment, by Colonel Harland’s orders, took a more
sheltered position at right angles to our original one. From here we
moved to the right, in the direction taken by Colonel Fairchild^s briThe
gade, through a wooded raAune, through which ran the creek.
steepness of the hill-side, the thickness of the wood, and the accurate
range of the enemy’s batteries made the passage through this defile a
matter of considerable difficulty. Upon clearing the woods we lay
Availing orders for a short time under a hill-side, which the enemy were
shelling, the rest of the brigade haAung passed on while we Avere in
the woods. From here the regiment was ordered by Colonel Harland’s
aide to cross the hill behind which it was lying (a plowed field), and to
form in line in a corn-field, and to move to the support of the Sixteenth
Connecticut, which lay in a deep valley between two hills planted with
corn. The regiment moved forward by the right flank in fine order,
although subjected to the fire of rebel batteries, of which it Avas in full
view. Descending into the A^alley to its support, it found the Sixteenth
Connecticut giving way and crowding upon its right, compelling it to
move to the left, and rendering it almost impossible to dress the line,
which an adv^ance in line of battle across tAvo fields of full-grown corn
had slightly deranged. It was now subjected to sharp musketry fire
from the front, but as the enemy showed the national flag (the corn
concealing their uniform), and as our troops had been seen in advance
on our right, moving diagonally across our front, the order to cease
firing was given, and a volunteer officer to go forward to ascertain who
was in our front was called for. Lieuts. George E. Curtis and George

K

H

U. Watts immediately stepped forward, and placing themselves one on
each side of the color-bearer (Corporal Tanner, Company G), carried the
flag up the hill Avithin 20 feet of the rebels, Avhen the enemy fired, killing
the corporal. Lieutenant Curtis seized the colors and returned, followed
by Lieutenant Watts. The order to commence firing was then given.

J
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aud Colonel Steere sent me to the Sixteenth Oohnecticnt to see if they
would support us in a charge up the hill, but the corn being very thick
and high, I could find no one to whom to apply. I returned to tell the
colonel that we must depend upon ourselves. He then sent to the rear
Before they could arrive, the enemy outflanked us with a
for support.
brigade of infantrj", which descended the hill to our left in three lines,
one firing over the other and enfilading us. The regiment on our right

now

broke, a portion of them crowding on our line. Colonel Steere
ordered the regiment to move out of the gully by the right flank, and I
left him to carry the order to the left, of which wing I had charge, the
colonel taking the right (the major being sick, and no adjutant, there
were only two field ofiicers to handle the regiment). The regiment
commenced the movement in an orderly manner, but, under the difficulty of keeping closed up in a corn-field, the misconception of the order
on the left, and the tremendous fire of the enemy, consisting of musketry,
shell, and grape, the regiment broke.
Colonel Steere, as I afterward
learned, was severely wounded in the left thigh, immediately after I
left him to repeat on the left the order to leave the corn-field.
An attempt was made to rally the regiment to the support of a battery at
some distance back from the corn-field, but before many had been collected the battery retired, when the efforts became unavailing.
I desire to bring to your notice Lieutenants Curtis aud Watts, who
volunteered to carry the colors forward in the corn-field, aud the following non-commissioned officers and privates Sergeants Wilson, Company A; Coon, Company B; Morris, Company C; Corporals Leonard,
Company A; Farley, Company C, and Privates McCann, Company B,
aud Peck, Company C, who rallied, after the regiment was broken, on
the left of the Fifty -first Pennsylvania, and continued fighting until all
their ammunition was gone, when I ordered them to recross the river
to regain the regiment. All the food the men had during the entire
day was the very small quantities of salt pork and hard bread they
were able to find in an abandoned camp, during the short rest after the
shelling out in the morning.
The entire loss during the day was 21 enlisted men killed, 5 officers
and 72 enlisted men wounded, and 2 missing.
list of the names, as
furnished by the captains of companies, has been forwarded to the Ad:

A

jutant-General.
Colonel Steere commends in the highest terms the conduct of the regiment upon that day. I can only add that throughout the day I never
saw an officer but that he was encouraging and directing his men.
The men fought well, as is proved by the fact that they were engaged
constantly with the enemy during nine or ten hours, all of which time
they were under arms that they finally broke, under such a very
severe fire, and the pressure of a broken regiment, is not surprising,
although much to be regretted. Of the present state of the regiment I
have only the most favorable report to give.
By direction of Colonel Steere, I have organized the regiment into
eight companies, the members of Companies I and
being divided
among the others temporarily, although in all reports and musters they
will be borne upon their own rolls.
In this way officers are gained to
officer the other companies, and the companies are made practically
larger.
The three days just spent in camp, although broken by marching orders, have in part rested the men from the fatigues of the two
battles and constant marches to which they have been subjected since
the 4th of this month.
;

K
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The temporary loss of its commanding officer at the time when his
experience can be of so much use is a severe blow to the regiment.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOSEPH B. CUETIS,
Lieutenant- Colonel^

Commanding Fourth Rhode

Island.

His Excellency William Spraoue,
Governor State of Rhode Island.

No. 154.
Report of Brig. Gen. Jacob B. Cox^ U. S. Army^ commanding
Division^ of the battle of South Mountain.

Hdqrs.

Kanawha

Division,

Kanawha

Ninth Army Corps,
September 20, 1862.

Sir I have the honor to submit the following report of the part
taken by the Kanawha Division, Ninth Army Corps, Major-General
Burnside’s command, in the battle of South Mountain
At 6 o’clock in the morning of September 14 the division marched from
Middletown under an order received by me from Major-General Keno,
directing me to support with my division the advance of General Pleasonton, who, with his brigade of cavalry and artillery, was moving up the
Hagerstown turnpike toward the positions of the enemy in the pass of
South Mountain. The First Brigade of the division. Col. E. P. Scammon commanding, consisting of the Twelfth, Twenty-third, and Thirtieth Ohio Eegiments, McMullin’s Ohio battery, and Gilmore’s and
Harrison’s troops of cavalry, was ordered to proceed by the Boousborough road, moving to the left of the Hagerstown turnpike, and to feel
of the enemy, ascertaining whether the crest of South Mountain on that
side was held by any considerable force. The Second Brigade, Colonel
Crook commanding, consisting of the Eleventh, Twenty-eighth, and
Thirty-sixth Ohio Eegiments, and Simmonds’ battery, with Schambeck’s cavalry troop, was ordered to follow on the same road to support
:

the First Brigade.
It soon became evident the enemy held the crest in considerable force',
and the whole division was ordered to advance to the assault of the
position, word being received from Major-General Eeno that the column
would be supported by the whole corps. Two 20-pounder Parrott guns
from Simmonds’ battery and two sections from McMullin’s battery were
left in the rear, in positions on the turnpike where they were most efficiently served during the action in opposition to the enemy’s guns in
the center of the line along the Hagerstown road. The First Brigade
being in advance, the Twenty-third Ohio Eegiment, Lieut. Col. E. B.
Hayes commanding, was deployed to our left, and ordered to move
through the woods to the left of the road and up to the crest of the
mountain, gaining, if possible, the enemy’s right, so as to turn it and
attack his Sank. The Twelfth Ohio Eegiment, Col. C. B. White commanding, occupied the center of the line, and the Thirtieth Ohio Eegiment, Col. Hugh Ewing commanding, was on the right.
These movements were successfully made and the troops brought into
position by Colonel Scammon before the arrival of the rest of the division.

The Second Brigade marched

in

column of reserve, and within sup-
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The whole line in advancing was well covered with
whose duty was very effectively performed.
The Twenty- third Ohio having reached the crest on the left, established
itself there in spite of a most vigorous resistance on the part of the
enemy. On the right the Thirtieth Ohio also succeeded in reaching the
top of the slope, in the face of showers of canister and spherical case
porting distance.
skirmishers,

A

secfrom a battery of the enemy commanding that part of the line.
tion of McMulliffs battery was immediately advanced to the front and
opened an effective fire upon the enemy, but its position was necessarily
so near the enemy’s infantry as to be greatly exposed, and after losing
Lieutenant Crome, commanding the section, and the wounding of 6
gunners of the section, it was withdrawn, having rendered good service,
however, in enabling the infantry to gain tenable positions along the
ridge. In the center of the line the Twelfth Ohio was obliged to advance several hundred yards over open pasture-ground, under a most
galling fire from the edge of the wood which crowned the slope, and
behind stone fences.
The skirmishers of this regiment, advancing with admirable courage
and firmness, drove in those of the enemy, and the regiment with loud
hurrahs charged up the slope with the bayonet.
The rebels stood
firmly, and kept up a murderous fire until the advancing line was within
a few feet of them, when they broke and fled over the crest into the
shelter of a dense thicket skirting the other side. G^he Eleventh Ohio,
of the Second Brigade, Lieut. Col. A. H. Coleman commanding, was
now sent to support the left, and formed on the left of the Twenty-third.
The enemy made several attempts to retake the crest, advancing with
great obstinacy and boldness. In the center they were at one time partially successful, but the Thirty-sixth Ohio, of the Second Brigade, Lieut.
Col. M. Clarke commanding, was brought forward, and, with the Twelfth,
drove them back by a most dashing and spirited charge. The whole
crest was now held by our troops, as follows The left by the Eleventh
and Twenty-third Ohio, the center by the Twelfth Ohio, supported by
the Thirty-sixth formed in line in reserve, and the right by the Thirtieth
Ohio, supported by the Twenty -eighth, Lieut. Col. G. Becker command:

ing.

Two

10-pounder Parrotts, of Simmonds’ battery, under Lieutenant
were pushed forward to an open spot in the woods, and, supported by the infantry, did good service throughout the rest of the action.
The enemy withdrew their battery to a new position upon a ridge
more to the front and right, forming their infantry in support and moving columns toward both our flanks.
Such was the situation about noon, when a lull occurred in the contest, which lasted some two hours, during which our supports from the
remainder of the corps w^ere arriving and taking position.
General
Willcox’s division being the first to arrive, took position on the right,
sending one regiment, however, to the extreme left, which was threatened to be turned by a column of the enemy which moved in that
direction.
General Sturgis’ arriving subsequently supported General
Willcox’s, and General Eodman’s was divided Colonel Fairchild’s brigade being posted on the extreme left, and Colonel HaiTand’s (under
General Bodman’s personal supervision) being placed on the right.
While these sup[)orts were arriving the enemy made several vigorous
efforts to regain the crest, directing their efforts chiefly upon our right,
which was exposed not only to the fire in front, but to the batteries on
the opposite side of the gorge beyond our right, through which the
Ilagerstown turnpike runs.
Classic,

;
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About 4 o’clock p. m., most of the re-enforcemeuts being iu position,
the order was received to advance the whole line and take or silence the
enemy’s batteries immediately in front. The order was immediately
obeyed, and the advance was made with the utmost enthusiasm. The
enemy made a desperate resistance, charging our advancing lines with
fierceness, but they were every where routed and fled with precipitation.
In this advance the chief loss fell upon the division of General Willcox,
which was most exposed, being on the right, as I have said above but
it gallantly overcame all obstacles, and the success was complete along
the whole line of the corps. The battery of the enemy was found to be
across a gorge and beyond reach of our infantry, but its position was
made untenable, and it was hastily removed and not again put in position near us.
General Sturgis’ division was now moved forward to the front of
General 'Willcox’s position, occupying the new ground gained on the
farther side of the slope. About dark a brisk attack was made by the
enemy upon the extreme left, but was quickly repulsed by Colonel Fairchild’s brigade, of Kodman’s division, with little loss.
About 7 o’clock still another eflbrt to regain the lost ground was
made by the rebels in front of the position of General Sturgis’ division
and part of the Kanawha Division. This attack was more persistent,
and a very lively fire was kept up for about an hour, but they were again
repulsed, and, under cover of the night, retreated in mass from our entire
;

front.

Just before sunset Major-General Eeno was killed while making a
reconnaissance at the front, and by this lamentable occurrence the undersigned was left in command of the corps. Early in the eugagement
Lieut. Col. E. B. Hayes, commanding Twenty-third Ohio, was severely
wounded in the arm whilst leading his regiment forward. He refused
to leave the field, however, until weakness from loss of blood compelled
him. Maj. E. M. Carey, of the Twelfth Ohio, was shot through the thigh
later in the action, in which he had greatly distinguished himself by his
gallantry and cool courage. Captains Skiles and Hunter, and Lieutenants Hood, Smith, Kaughton, and Eitter, of the Twenty-third Ohio,
and Captains Liggett and Wilson, of the Twelfth Ohio, were also
wounded in this engagement. Captain Liggett has since died. Lieutenant Crome, commanding a section of McMullin’s battery, was killed
whilst serving a piece in place of the gunner, who had been disabled.
In the Kanawha Division the casualties Avere 528, of which 100 were
killed, 336 wounded, and 86 missing, of all of which a full list will be
immediately forwarded.*
I take pleasure in calling attention to the gallantry and efficiency
displayed in the action by Colonels Scammon and Crook, commanding
the brigades of the division. The manner in which their commands
were handled reflected great credit on them, and entitles them to the
highest praise.
I beg leave also to mention my indebtedness to Capt. E. P. Pitch,
Capt- G. M. Bascom, and Lieuts. J. W. Conine and S. L. Christie, of my
personal stafi‘, for the deA^otion and courage displayed by them in the
laborious and hazardous duties of the day. Also to Brig. Surg.W. W.
Holmes, medical director of the diAusion, for his tireless activity and
efficiency in his department.
The conduct of both officers and men was everything that could be
desired, and e\"ery one seemed stimulated by the determination not to
be excelled in any soldierly quality.
*

But see revised

statciiicnt, p. 187.
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I cannot close tliis report without speaking of the meritorious conduct
of First Lieut. H. Belcher, of the Eighth Michigan, a regiment belonging
to another division. His regiment having suffered severely on the right,
and being'partly in confusion, he rallied about 100 men and led them
up to the front. Being separated from the brigade to which he belonged,
he reported to me for duty, and asked a position where he might be
of use until his proper place could be ascertained. He was assigned
a post on the left, and subsequently in support of the advanced section
of Simmonds^ battery ; in both of which places both he and his men
])erformed their duty admirably, and after the repulse of the enemy in
the evening he carried his command to their proper brigade. About
GOO prisoners were taken by the Kanawha Division and sent to Middletown under guard. The losses of the enemy in our immediate front
were not definitely ascertained, but it is known they very greatly ex-

ceeded our own.

Very

respectfully,

your obedient servant,
J.

D.

COX,

Brigadier -General^ Commanding.

•

Lieutenant- Colonel Bichmond,
Asst.Adjt. Gen., Gen. Burnside’s Udqrs., Eight Wing, A. B.

No. 155.
Col.' Elialdm P. Scammon, Tiventy -third Ohio Infantry, commanding First Brigade, of the battle of South Mountain, and, commanding Kanaivha Division, of the battle of Antietam.

Report of

Headquarters Kanawha
Sir

:

This

is

Division,

Camp near Harper’s Ferry, Md., September 20, 1862.
the earliest moment at which it has been practicable to

make a

report of the killed, wounded, and missing of the First Brigade
of the division under my command, in the battles which have occurred
since we left the city of Washington.
In the battle of South Mountain, Md., the First Brigade, having left
its bivouac at 6 a. m. of the 14th, reached the immediate vicinity of
the scene of action at about 9 o’clock. 1 ordered the Twenty- third
Eegiment, under Lieutenant-Colonel Hayes, to move through the woods
on the left of the road, crossing the mountain so as to attack the enemy
on the right and rear of the right flank. The regiment moved up
])romptly and effectively. Early in the encounter, Lieutenant-Colonel
Hayes, commanding the regiment, who had gallantly and skillfully
brought his men into action and charged the enemy in his front, was
severely wounded and carried to the rear. He remained on the field
a considerable time after receiving his wound, and left it only when

compelled to

retire.

On

arriving at the foot of the slope in front of the enemy, I sent the
Tliirtieth Eegiment, commanded by Col. Hugh Ewing, to attack the
left of that position of the enemy which was immediately opposed to us,
with orders, if i)racticable, to seize a battery in that part of the enemy’s
In executing this order it was ascertained that the battery was
lines.
beyond our reach, and that its infantry support far outnumbered the
force opposed to it but the Thirtieth Eegiment attacked vigorously, and
drove the enemy from their immediate frant. They were assailed by a
;
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shower of grape from the battery, whose real position and strength were
not previously known, but they seized and held the crest of the mountain until they nobly bore their part in the charge by our whole line.
In all this I am happy to say there was no faftering. It was the
thorough work of good soldiers. The Twelfth Kegiment being in the
center of the brigade, was moved directly to the front, and briskly engaged the enemy. Its first advance, deployed as skirmishers, told upon
the enemy with marked effect. It was more like a charge than an
advance of skirmishers. They soon gained the crest, and drove the
enemy back to the cover of the thicket behind it.
Meantime a section of artillery, under Lieutenant Grome, took position on the top of the slope, and opened an effective fire upon the enemy.
It was, of necessity, advanced so near the enemy^s lines as to expose the
men to a most effective fire from his infantry. Lieutenant Crome was
mortally wounded while serving a piece whose gunners had already

The two

pieces of artillery were, in fact, silenced by the killing
served them.
Captain McMullin, commander of the battery, had previously been
sent to the right of the road by which we approached the enemy, and
kept up a most effective fire while the infantry advanced upon the
enemy’s lines.
At about 5 o’clock p. m. a general charge of the whole line was ordered by the general commanding, when the First Brigade moved forward to the work, and the enemy was driven at every point of our front.
Total of First Brigade taken into action, 1,455.
The killed of the enemy far outnumbered our own, besides which the
First Brigade sent to the rear a number of prisoners fully equal to its

fallen.

of the

men who

total loss.

Very

respectfully, &c.,

E. P.
Colonel^

SOAMMOIf,

Commanding KanatvJia Division.

Capt. G. M. Bascom,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Kanawha
Camp near mouth of Antietam

CreeJc,

Division,
Md., September 22, 1862.

Sir I herewith transmit the reports of Col. Hugh Ewing, commanding First Brigade, and Col. George Crook, commanding Second Brigade
of the Kanawha Division, in the battle of the 17th instant. To these
reports and accompanying papers I have little to add.
The general commanding is fully aware of the fact of our being opposed
by greatly superior numbers, and that, though we were unable to drive
tbe enemy from our front and flank, we successfully resisted his advance
and maintained our position. I confess to have been deeply chagrined
at being left so weak as to be unable to make an advance upon the enemy,
but am satisfied with the consciousness that we succeeded in doing all
that was expected of us, and fully answered the purpose of the com:

manding
While

general.

and regimental commanders to make
and men, I must claim the privilege of
the energy and skillful bravery of Colonels Ewing and

I leave it to brigade
special mention of their oflicers

testifying to

Crook, and I cannot refrain from paying the poor tribute of honorable
mention to the memory of Lieutenant-Colonel Coleman, commanding
Eleventh Kegiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He had acted the part of

:
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a hero at the recent fight at Bull Eun Bridge and at the battle of South
Mountain. He met a heroes death in the battle of the 17th of September.
I beg leave

again to make honorable mention of the coolness and efficiency of Lieutenants Botsford and Kennedy, of my staff, feeling assured
that all who were witnesses of their conduct will pronounce this mention
well deserved.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
E. P. SOAMMOK,
Colonel^ Commanding Kanawha division, Ninth Army Corps.
Capt. G. M. Bascom,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Ko. 156.
Report of

Col.

Hugh Ewing

Thirtieth Ohio Infantry commanding First
Brigade^ of the battle of Antietam.
^

j

Headquarters Eirst Brigade, Kanawha

Division,

Mouth of Antietam^ Md., September

22, 1862.

have the honor herewith to transmit the rej)orts of regimental
commanders in my brigade relating to the battle of the 17th instant:
We crossed the ford of the Antietam under a shower of grape, and
after being held under a trying fire from the enemy’s batteries for some
time, made, under order of Colonel Scammoii, commanding division, a
charge upon his advancing columns, and checked and held his largely
superior force at bay until the battle ceased on the ensuing day, and
he was driven from the field. One of my aides, Lieutenant Eurbay, the
memory of whose gallantry and worth is written in the hearts of his comrades, was shot, by three balls, through the body. Another, Lieutenant Headington, had his horse killed under him. Lieutenant Dufifield,
who had been acting as my aide temporarily, was also killed, being twice
A soldier more conscientious in the discharge of every duty did
shot.
Sir

not

:

I

live.

The troops of the brigade behaved with gallantry. Eor details I have
the honor to refer you to the accompanying reports of the commanders
of regiments.
I have the honor to be,

sir,

very respectfully, your obedient servant,

HUGH EWIKG,

Colonel j
E. P. Kennedy,
Lieut, and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Qen..^

Commanding Brigade.

Kanawha

Division.

No. 157.
Report of Capt. James R. McMullin^ First Ohio Battery of the battle of
South Mountain.
^

Eirst Battery Ohio Artillery,

Camp

in the Field., September 16, 1862.

have the honor to transmit an outline report of the part taken
by my battery in the engagement of the 14th instant
In obedience to orders from you, my battery took position about halfSir

:

I
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way up South

Alouutain aud to the left of the ISTational road, when I
immediately engaged a six-guii battery of the enemy for some thirtyfive or forty minutes, when he opened another battery to the left of the
first, the range being nearly or quite 1,700 yards.
In about an hour the
enemy’s first battery was silenced. My guns then continued to play
upon the enemy’s second battery until late in the afternoon, when it was

moved out of range.
About 11 o’clock, in obedience

to an order from yourself, I sent one
section, under command of First Lieut. George L. Crome, to take position on the top of South Mountain, which Lieutenant Crome reached
with difficulty, being compelled to move his pieces by manual force, and
opened on the enemy, in i^osition behind a stone wall, with canister at

a distance of 40 yards.

After expending four double rounds. Lieutenant

Crome was struck

in the breast with a musket-ball while engaged in
loading one of his pieces, three of his cannoneers being wounded. The
enemy was driven from his position, and the section remained on the
Lieutenant Crome lived about two hours, when he expired. His
field.
loss is to be deeply regretted, for he was a brave and noble man, who
at the first call of his country left the endearments of home for its defense. Yet it is a consolation to his friends and companions in arms to
know that he died at his i>ost in the discharge of more than his duty.
Lieutenants McClung, Fair, and Channell (the latter on detached duty
from the Twelfth Ohio Volunteer Infantry), and the men of
battery,
Not a single exception came under my observation
all did their duty.
or to my hearing.
I am, colonel, with respect, your obedient servant,

my

J.

E.

McMULLIN,

Caj^tain First Battery^ Ohio Artillery.

SCAMMON,
Commanding Kanawha

Col. E. P.

Division.

No. 158.
Deports of Col. Carr B. White^ Twelfth Ohio Infantry^ of the battles of
South Mountain and Antietam.

Hdqes. Twelpth Eegiment Ohio Volunteers,
Summit of South Mountain^ Md.^ September 14, 1862.
Sir I have the honor to report that, after leaving our camp at Catoctin
Creek this morning at 6 o’clock, we marched with the column to a point
about half-way up the side of South Mountain, and some distance to the
Battle-field^

:

the National turnpike, from which point, in conformity with your
order, w^e iiroceeded farther to the left and up the mountain through a
pine wood, until within a quarter of a mile of the summit. Here we saw,
about 300 yards in front, an infantry regiment of the enemy drawn up on
opened fire and then charged forward.
the crest of the mountain.
The enemy fied, leaving 15 to 20 dead and wounded, and we occupied
his ground. Here it was found necessary to order the regiment to lie
down, ill order to screen the men from the fire of the enemy, and to give
time for the Twenty-third Eegiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry to join our
While these
left, and the Til irty-sixth and Thirtieth to join our right.
regiments were coming into jiosition, a section of Captain McMullin’s
battery, under command of Lieutenant Crome, was advanced to our
front, and did good service until the guns were silenced by the enemy’s
sharpshooters, posted in a thick wood in front. Lieutenant Crome was
killed while loading a piece, and nearly all his men wounded.
left of

We

:
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The Tliirty-sixth Ohio had now joined us on the right and the Twentythird Ohio on the left, when a general charge was ordered, in which my
regiment gallantly dashed over the crest and into a thicket of laurel
under a severe fire. In this charge we drove the enemy in great confusion and inflicted serious loss upon him, killing several with the bayonet. After pursuing about a quarter of a mile, I halted the regiment
and lay some time under a sharp fire of canister and shell. Keceiving
your order to charge the enemy’s battery, posted at a stone wall about
GOO yards to our front and right, I moved the regiment forward through
a dense laurel under a heavy fire, and gained the rear of the battery at
a garden inclosed by a s.tone fence, where a severe fight ensued, in
which we were completely successful. Here we captured one national
color and two battle-flags. The ground was literally covered with the
enemy’s dead and wounded, while w^e took off the field about 200 prisoners, mostly Carolinians. The enemy escaped with his battery during
the obstinate contest with the Carolina regiment.
I should fail to do justice to my gallant regiment were I to omit mentioning the efficient service rendered by Lieut. Col. J. D. Hines and
Maj. E. M. Carey, the last of whom received a severe flesh wound in the
thigh near the close of the action. To these gallant officers I am greatly
indebted for assistance throughout the trying contests of the day. Kor
must I fail to make honorable mention of Capt. AY. AY. Liggett, of Company H, who fell mortally wounded while fighting at the head of his
company, and of Capt. E. AYilson, who was wounded and captured, but
managed to escape and take his captors. Of my adjutant, AY. B. Nesbitt,
and my sergeant-major, James H. Palmer, and, indeed, of every officer
and every man of the Twelfth Ohio Eegiment of Infantry, I can only
say that they did their whole duty, and I onl 3^ regret that the restricted
limits of this report will not admit of a special mention by name.
Our loss, as might be expected from the desperate nature of the
service performed, is unfortunately large, being about 35 killed, 100
wounded, and 30 missing.* This loss is from less than 500 men.
Eespectfully submitted.
Colonel^

Col. E. P.

0. B. AYHITE,
Commanding Twelfth Ohio Volunteers.

SCAMMON,

Commanding Kanaioha

Division.

Hdqrs. Twelfth Regiment Ohio Yolunteer Infantry,
Camp at Mouth of Antietam CreeJc, Md., September 22, 18G2.
Sir I have the honor to forward the following report of the movements of the Twelfth Eegiment Ohio Yolunteer Infantry, under, my
command, in the late actions along the Antietam
Late in the evening of the IGth of September the regiment was placed
in line of battle on the Miller farm, to support Lieutenant Benjamin’s
battery. At 2 a. m. of the 17th I moved the regiment to the left and
front of the bridge over Antietam, and in line with the Twenty-third
and Thirtieth, and in supporting distance of McMullin’s batter 3\ AYe
occupied this iiosition from one to two hours, when we moved with the
brigade, under command of Colonel Ewing, to a ford about 1 mile down
the stream. While fording the stream the enemy opened on the column
:

with

artillery, fortunately inflicting

30

R

R—VOL

but

little

But see revised statement,
XIX, PT I
*

injur^r.

p. 187,

After crossing

466

OPERATIONS IN

N. VA.,

W. VA., MD.,

AND

PA. [CnAr.XXXI.

stream, we moved up along its bank to the IjBft and front of the bridge
over Autietam, to within supporting distance of General Eodman’s division.
While lying in this position the enemy shelled us severely for
about two hours.
By order of Colonel Ewing, we were then moved forward and put in
line of battle with the brigade, to charge the enemy^s lines posted on and
beyond the hill. Before the line moved forward to the charge, it was
discovered that the enemy was moving two columns around our left
flank.
My regiment was then ordered to form a line at right angles
with the main line, to advance and engage a flanking column of the
enemy, which was promptly done under a shower of shell and canister
that threatened the destruction of the regiment. With a view to a
better position, the regiment was withdrawn to a fence 50 yards in the
rear, and put in position.
Finding this position equally exposed with
the former, both to musketry and artillery, the regiment was ordered
back to the position just abandoned, which was held in the face of a
heavy fire until ordered back by Lieutenant Kennedy, acting assistant
adjutant-general of the Kanawha Division, to the brow of the hill in
front of the bridge, where it remained by your order during the night.
Our loss on this day was 6 killed and 24 wounded out of about 200
engaged, and occurred mainly from the enemy’s artillery while engaged
in holding in check the force endeavoring to turn our left.
On the 18th we were advanced to a hill in front, and threw forward a
heavy line of pickets, which kept up a fire all day on the enemy’s skirmishers. Our loss on this day was 1 man killed and 2 men wounded.
Among so many officers who did their whole duty it might seem invidious to particularize, but I cannot refrain making honorable mention
of Lieut. Col. J. D. Hines, to whose aid I am so much indebted for the
conduct of the regiment; also of William B. Kesbitt, my adjutant, and
Sergt. Maj. James H. Palmer. And though it may swell this report beyond a reasonable limit, I must bear testimony to the good conduct of
Oapts. Joseph L. Hilt, W. B. Smith, and John Lewis; of Lieuts. John
Wise, J. W. Boss, T. J. Atkinson, W. A. Lujlum, H. F. Hawkes, J. A.
Yordy, W. H. Glotfelter, and H. G. Tibbals; also of Sergts. W. B. Eedmon, Maurice Watkins, Jonathan McMillen, and M. B. Mahoney, with
others whose names cannot at present be mentioned for want of space,
whom I recommend as deserving promotion. Captains Wilson, Williams, and Pauley were absent. The first named was wounded at South
Mountain. The last two were sick and in hospital.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. B. WHITE,
Colonel Tivelftli Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry.
Lieut. G. Lofland,
Lieut, and A. A. A. G., First Provisional Brig.^ Kanawha Biv.
tlie

No. 159.
Reports of Maj. James M. Comly, Twenty -third Ohio Infantry, of the
ties of South 31ountain and Antietam.

hat-

Hdqrs. Twenty-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry,
September 15, 1862.

The Twenty -third fell in with the enemy about 9 o’clock a. m.
yesterday, near the summit of the mountain. We immediately formed
Sir

:
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advanced to meet him. The order was given to charge, and the
regiment advanced to the charge in as good order as possible through
the thick woods into a corn-field. The enemy was behind the stone
fence at the crest of the hill, five regiments, with one piece of artillery.
As soon as our approach was discovered, a deadly fire was opened from
the enemy’s whole line. Most of our loss occurred at this point. Colonel
Hayes was wounded and carried off the field also Captain Sidles, Company C Lieutenant Naughton, Company P, slightly, and Lieutenant
Hood, supposed mortally. I soon afterward received information that
the enemy were flanking us on the left, and swung our line to face the
new direcition. About the same time you arrived with support, since
which time the occurrences were under your own eye.
OuY loss was 32 killed, 95 wounded, 3 missing ; total, 130. Of the
wounded are Lieutenant-Colonel Hayes, 2 captains, and 5 lieutenants,
all except one seriously.
1111(1

;

;

Very

respectfully,
J.

M.

COMLY,

Major Commanding.
^

Col. E. P.

SCAMMON,
Commanding,

(&c.

Hdqrs. Twenty-third Eegiment Ohio Vol. Infantry,
September 21, isfe.
with
orders,
I
submit
the
following
report of the
Sir: In compliance
part taken by this regiment in the charge of Wednesday evening near
the stone bridge:
The Twenty -third Eegiment occupied the right of the Pirst Brigade, and
advanced at double-quick as the charge was made up to the position where
the halt was made. Soon after gaining our position, a heavy enfilading
fire was opened upon our whole line, when I received orders from Colonel
Ewing in person to change front perpendicularly to the rear, which was
done. We were soon after relieved, and left the field.
The conduct of the officers and men was beyond praise. Captain
Lovejoy, who commanded the left wing, was wounded early in the action,
and carried from the field. Captain Drake, of Company H, was wounded
Color-Sergeant Armstrong was killed and Color-Corporal Morslightly.
gan was badly wounded at about the time we reached our first position.
Our loss in this affair was much less than in the one of Sun(iay last.
Casualties have already been reported.*
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J.

M.

COMLY,

Major, Commanding.
Lieut. G.

Lofland,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General,

Hdqrs. Twenty-third Eegiment Ohio Vol. Infantry,
Antietam Creelc, Md., September 21, 1862.
In compliance with orders from Colonel Ewing, commanding brigade, I respectfully submit the following report of the operations of this
regiment in the charge made on the evening of the ITtli instant:
The Twenty-third Eegiment was on the extreme right of the Pirst
Brigade, and advanced at double-quick as the charge was made, with
the balance of the line, up to the stone fence, where the halt was

Sir

:

Embodied
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The advance was under fire from a battery and infantry in our
Immediately after we had gained our position, the whole left of
the brigade ‘seemed to be falling back, and from the right of the Twentythird, Avhere I was, I discovered what seemed to be a heavy body of our
troops advancing toward our left through the corn-field which flanked
us on our left, and from which our position Avas enfiladed.
About the same time I discovered that the Thirtieth Regiment was
still in the corn-field, and that they had oiiened fire upon what I supposed was our own troops, advancing from the left. It seems iiroper to
state that this supjiositioii did not rest entirely upon the fact that the
enemy had uniforms similar to ours, and which (I have since been informed by a prisoner) were taken at Harper’s Ferry, but upon the fact
that they used the national colors on the occasion. I had heard an aidede-camp, Avho rode up as we were forming for the charge, assert that
General Sturgis’ division had taken a battery from the enemy, aj?d
earnestly requesting Colonel Ewing to move forward rapidly to their
support; consequently I felt convinced that the advancing troops were
our friends, and gave the order not to fire upon them, although they were
rapidly approaching our left and we were within easy range. Soon after
all doubt vanished, upon the furious attack which Avas made by them,
almost at feeling distance, upon the Thirtieth Regiment and our left.
Almost immediately a ImaAT enfilading fire Avas opened upon our whole
line, and Colonel Ewing gaA^e the order to me in person to change front
l)erpendiculaiiy to the rear, which was done. From some cause (probably from the death of the aide bearing the order) Ave did not receive
the order to fall back with the remainder of the brigade, and we consequently held our i)Osition until relieved by our division commander.
The men behaved with the same reckless braA^ery Avhich characterized
the fight of the preceding Sunday, and the conduct of officers and men
was beyond praise. Color-Sergeant Armstrong Avas killed and ColorCorporal Morgan badly wounded at the same time, early in the action,
Avhen Private Wert, of Comj)any C, and Private McMillan, of Company
II, sprang from the ranks and rescued the colors. They were both made
corporals, and assigned to the color-guard on the field. Captain Lovejoy, of Company D, who commanded the left wing, was wounded and
carried off the field early in the action. Captain Drake, of Company H,
Avas also Avounded slightly.
Casualties have already been reported.*
After leaAdng the field, the colors of some regiment were discoA^ered
near the wheat-stack on our left. Supposing them to be abandoned, I
called for volunteers to rescue them Avhen Lieutenant Bacon, Company
small remnant of a IS'ew
K, with 10 men, went back for the purpose.
York regiment was with the colors, and refused to leave them or allow
them to be carried off, saying they had no orders. I regret not being
ordered.
iront.

;

A

able to state the number of the regiment. They Avere ordered off the
field by Colonel Scammon, commanding our division.
Having been separated from the brigade from the cause already stated,
I was ordered by Colonel Scammon, at the request of General Sturgis,
to support a battery to the left of your neAv position, and no opportunity
to report until the next morning.

Very

res])ect fully.

J.

M.

COMLY,

Major, Comdg. I'lcenty -third Ecgiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry.
Lieut. G.

Lofland,

Acting Aasistayit Adjutant- General.
Lmbofijetl iw revised statement, p, 198.
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No. ICO
Report of

Col.

Hugh Ewing

^

Thirtieth Ohio Infantry^ of the battle of South

Mountain.
riDQRS. TniRTIETII

EEGIMENT

OiIIO VOL. INFANTRY,

Battlefield, September 14, 1802.

lu compliance wiili orders from Colonel Scammon, commanding,
at 10 a. m. witli tbe Thirtieth Eegiment to turn the enemj^’s
left, and assist in taking the battery planted on the crest of the mountain.
Lieutenant-Colonel Jones, in command of a heavy body of skirmishers, covered the advance of the column, and immediately began to
drive in their outlying sentries. At tlie same time a battery on a spur
to our right opened upon ns a heavy fire of shell.
We took possession
of the crest without halt or deployment, and formed line of battle to
move upon the support in rear of the battery. At this moment the
enemy developed himself in force on our right flank, and we changed
front and increased and pushed our line of skirmishers against him.
Soon he showed himself in force passing down a lane in front, and in
a moment opened a heavy fire from a thicket on our left, which we soon
silenced.
In five minutes he, having changed his battery 600 yards to
our right front, sent in on us a hail of grape, and we fell a few yards
back, under cover.
lay here supporting a battery, which was soon sent up, until 5
o’clock, when, supported on the right and left, under yonr orders, we,
with the entire line, charged over the rise through the woods and thickets to the cleared fields which lay before the battery, and in and beyond
which, behind stone walls and in coverts, lay the enemy’s supports in
heavy masses. Here a spirited engagement ensued, which was kept up
with great animation until, our ammunition beginning to fail, the second
line was ordered up, and we fell back slowly and in perfect order to our
former position. The officers and men, under an unceasing fire of eight
hours of musketry, grape, and shell, obeyed all orders with alacrity,
intelligence, and skill, and stood at the close under an excessive fire of
musketry and grape with a hardihood which elicited the applause of all
who saw them.
Lieutenant-Colonel Jones exposed himself repeatedly, and exhibited
great judgment in carrying out the delicate duties assigned him.
Our killed, as so far handed in, is 21 j wounded, 65.*
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,

Sir

I

:

moved

We

HUGH EWING,

Colonel,

E. P.

Comma7iding Thirtieth Ohio Volunteer Bfantry.

Kennedy,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

Kanawha Division.

No. 161.
Report of Maj. George H.

Ilildt,

Thirtieth Ohio Infantry, of the battle

of Antietam.

Hdqrs. Thirtieth Ohio Volunteer Infantry,
Camp Antietam, Md., September 20, 1862.
Sir

:

In obedience to your order, I have the honor to submit the
J5nt see revised statement, p. 187.

:
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Eegiment on Septem-

ber 17, 18G2
During the morning we were held under the fire of the euemy^s batteries as a reserve corps, and, although under a perfect hail of shot and
shell, by carefully covering I have no casualties to report from the effects
of the enemy’s batteries to this time. Near 4 o’clock in the evening we
were ordered to charge the enemy, who were distant one-half mile, on
the slope of a cleared hill facing us, a part of which was planted in corn,
and served to screen both the enemy and ourselves. We moved forward by brigade at double-quick, the Twenty-third Ohio Volunteer
Infantry on our right, and the Twelfth Ohio Volunteer Infantry on our
left, some distance in rear, receiving a severe fire from the enemy the
moment we moved over the brow of the hill, which continued and increased until we reached the stone wall, distant only 100 yards from the
enemy, when we delivered our fire with great precision, and for a time
checked the advancing enemj".
Our men were at this time utterly exhausted from the effect of the
double-quick step across the plowed field, and their fire was necessarily
slow and desultory for several minutes. As soon, however, as our first
volley had been given, and our colors erected at the wall, a withering
fire was directed upon us from our left flank, and from which we sufiered
most severely.
continued at the wall until our men had fired from
12 to 15 rounds each, directing their fire to the front and left, when
our supports on the right fell back, and that on the left had not yet
come to our assistance, leaving both of our flanks exposed and enduring
a fire from the front and left. Colonel Jones, on the right, gave the order
to move by the right flank to join the right wing of the Twenty-third,
which was still in position, which order was not heard, except by the
four companies on the right (A, F, D, and I), which moved in that
direction, the remaining companies still occupying their first position at
the wall.
few minutes later and the enemy’s fire from the flank could
not be borne, and we fell back across the plowed field and over the brow
of the hill.
Captain Fowler, of Company D, was wounded in the right arm a
short distance from the wall, but made his way out. Lieutenant Furbay, of Company K, was mortally wounded near the same place by two
bails passing through his body, and died on the field.
Adjt. Charles
Duffield was wounded in the leg, in the corn-field, and, while being borne
off*, was mortally wounded in the back.
Lieutenant Wilson, of Company
I, was mortally wounded in the neck, and died while borne off'.
Lieutenant-ColouelJones, after giving the order to move by the right flank
and afterward to fall back, has not been seen, and must have fallen
into the hands of the enemy.
Captain Brown, of Company F, is also
missing, and is, no doubt, a prisoner. Sergeant White, bearer of the
national color, stood amidst the rain of bullets and defiantly waved the
color toward the advancing enemy, when he received a shot in the
breast and fell dead. Corporal Howerth, of Company D, seized them
and bore them off the field. Sergeant Carter, who bore the regimental
color, was shot through the head near the edge of the corn-field, and
Corporal Buchanan, of Company C, bore them off.
Too much praise cannot be given the officers and men for their coolness, courage, and gallant conduct on the field, and, having scarcely
recovered from the terrible contest on Hagerstown Heights, they stood
up and bravely bore a fire upon their front and left, of which veterans
might well be proud.
Before closing, allow me to recommend a change of arms of all the

We

A

7

:
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A and B, as the men found great difficulty

companies except

their pieces after the fifth round,

in loading
balls

and could scarcely ram their

home.

A

report of the killed, wounded, and missing in both battles has
already been given.
With' much respect, I am your obedient servant,

GEOEGE

II.

HILDT,

Major Comdg. Thirtieth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry.
j

Col.

Hugh Ewing,
Commanding First Brigade, Kanawha

Division.

Ko. 162.
Reports of Col. George Croolc, Thirty-sixth Ohio Infantry, eommanding
Second Brigade, of the battles of South Mountain and Antietam.

Headquarters Second Brigade, Kanawha

Division,
Md,, September 20, 1862.
Captain I have the honor to make the following report of the part
taken by the Second Brigade, Kanawha Division, in the battle of South
Mountain, on the 14th instant
This brigade, consisting of the Eleventh, Twenty-eighth, and Thirtysixth Eegiments Ohio V olunteers, arrived on the south slope of the mountain just after the First Brigade of the same division had dispossessed the
enemy of it, when 1 was informed the enemy were trying to flank us on
the left. I at once detached the Eleventh Eegiment in that direction as
skirmishers, forming the Twenty-eighth and Thirty-sixth Eegiments in
rear of the First Brigade as reserve. I was then ordered by the general commanding to send the Thirty-sixth Eegiment to the right of the
First Brigade, to help drive the enemy by a charge from the crest of the
hills, which was done, the regiment making a gallant charge
this regiment again fell to the rear as reserves. The Twenty-eighth Eegiment
was sent to the right and front, participating in the charge of the division in the evening, the Eleventh Eegiment being detached from my command at the second charge, and did not join me until after the battle.

Mouth of Antietam

CreeJc^

:

;

All under my command, so far as I know, behaved nobly.
The following is a list of the killed, wounded, and missing of the
brigade Eleventh Eegiment 7 killed, 34 wounded, 3 missing ; Twentyeighth Eegiment 3 killed, 12 wounded; Thirty-sixth Eegiment
:

—

—

killed, 18 wounded.
I am, very respectfully,

—

your obedient servant,

GEOEGE CEOOK,
Colonel,

Commanding Second Brigade, Kanawha

E. P. Kennedy,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General,

Kanawha

Division.

Headquarters Second Brigade, Kanawha
Mouth of Antietam

Division.

Division,

September 20, 1862.
Captain I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 17th
instant 1 received orders from the general commanding corps to cross
the bridge over Antietam Creek after General Sturgis had taken the
:

.Creelc,

472

OPERATIONS IN

N. VA.,

W. VA., MD., AND PA. -

[Chap.

XXXI.

bridge but upon my arrival in the vicinity of the bridge I found that
General Sturgis’ command had not arrived so I sent the Eleven tli Itegiment ahead as skirmishers in the direction of the bridge, and conducted the Twenty-eighth Eegiment above the bridge to reconnoiter the
enemy’s position, leaving the Thirty-sixth Eegiment as reserve. After
a labor of two hours, I succeeded in establishing two pieces of Simmonds’
battery in a position to command the bridge and getting five companies
of the Twenty-eighth across the stream. I tlien intended taking the
bridge with the Thirty-sixth Eegiment, but soon after my battery opened
on the bridge General Sturgis’ command crossed the bridge. The brigade also participated in the charge on the enemy.
I regret to have to report the death of Lieutenant-Colonel Clarke, of
the Thirty-sixth Eegiment, and Lieutenant-Colonel Coleman, of *the
Eleventh. These gallant officers fell while gallantly leading their men.
The following is a list of the killed, wounded, and missing during the
;

;

—

engagement, viz: Eleventh Eegiment 4 killed, 12 wounded, and 5
Twenty-eighth Eegiment 1 killed, and 19 wounded Thirtysixth Eegiment 3 killed and 21 wounded. Total, killed, 8; wounded,
52, and missing, 5*
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
missing

—

—

;

;

GEOEGE CEOOK,
Colonel^

Commanding Second Brigade^ Kanawha

Lieutenant Kennedy,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General^

Kanawha

Division.

Division.

Ko. 163.
Reports of Maj.

Lyman

J. Jachson^ Eleventh Ohio Infantry^ of the
of South Mountain and Antietam.

battles

Hdqrs. Eleventh Eeghment Ohio Vol. Infantry,
Antietam Creeh, Md., September

20, 1862.

have the honor to report the part taken by the Eleventh
Eegiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry at the engagement of the 14th instant on South Mountain, Md., Lieut. Col. A. H. Coleman, since deSir

:

I

ceased, being then in command:
The First Brigade made the advance up the hill. After our ascent
to the open field on the left of the principal batteries of the enemy, we
were ordered to skirmish the woods beyond the field. The right wing,
under Lieutenant-Colonel Coleman, deployed and advanced, and, on
reaching within a few rods of the woods, a heavy fire of musketry was
opened in his rear and to the right from the enemy in the woods and
moved rapidly forward to the protection of
behind a stone wall.
the woods, suffering heavily from their fire until a charge from two
other regiments of our division drove them away.
then fell back to the hill-side in the open fields, where we were
out of reach of their guns, and remained here with the rest of our brigade until an advance was made against the enemy by the Pennsylthen, in conjunction
vania and Ehode Island troops on our right.
with them and the other troops of our division, made a bayonet charge
through the woods on the battery and over the stone fences held by the
enemy, driving them from it with fearful slaughter.

We

We

We

But

see revised statement, p. 198.
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Coleman took down the enemy’s colors Avitli his
Our men behaved most gallantly. Three of our officers

Lieiiteiiant-Colouel

own hands.

were wounded.
Inclosed I transmit our loss.*
I have the honor to be, vour obedient servant,

LYMAK J. JACKSON,

3Iajor^

Comdg. Eleventh Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

George Crook,

Col.

Commanding Second Brigade Kanawha
j

Division.

Hdqrs. Eleventh Eegiment Ohio Vol. Inpantry,
Maryland., September 20, 1862.

,

Sir I have the honor to report to you the part taken by the Eleventh
Eegiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry in the engagement of the 17th instant:
We were ordered and led by Lieutenant-Colonel Coleman, then commanding the regiment, to move toward a bridge across Antietam Creek,
then occupied by the enemy. I do not know the duty assigned, but as
two of our companies had been sent forward as skirmishers to the woods
and hill-side on our side of the creek, I suppose it was to support them.
Advancing in line across a plowed field and hill, the right and left
divided, under conflicting orders, the right moving to our skirmishers
forward on the right, the left moving to the base of hill by the creek.
Lieutenant-Colonel Coleman, moving with the left under a seVere fire,
was shot through the right arm by a sliarpshooter, and died in about an
hour after. I must say of him that no better, braver, truer officer ever
served our country, and no regiment can feel a loss more sorely.
At the base of the hill I found myself in a useless position with a
part of the regiment, and recrossed the field to a point of the hill opposite
the bridge, formed my men under cover, and kept up a fire against the
enemy until our ammunition was exhausted. I was then ordered to fall
back and reform the regiment on the left of the Thirty-sixth, which I
did, and moved up with that regiment, particiiiating with it in the last
charge made from the hills by the creek. Our army had then driven
the enemy from the creek. We charged across the open fields west of
the creek, where we were halted close to a stone fence. The movement
was made in conjunction with troops on our right and left. Those on
our left, being unexpectedly attacked in flank by a superior force, were
compelled to fall back. Under some indications that the enemy were
about to follow up the charge on our flank, I Avheeled the regiment left
and backward, the right standing fast on the line of battle, so as to
oppose a front to any such flank movement. Shortly after, our left was
re-enforced by one regiment, and I resumed the first position, to follow
up the charge. The re-enforcement was insufficient, was in a situation
exposed to a terrible fire of infantry and artillery, and, after a fearful
loss of life, fell back.
I then resumed a position fronting the left, at
right angles to and resting on our line. Shortly after, our whole line
fell back, and I followed in rear of the Thirty-sixth to the eastern slope
of the hill west of the bridge. We formed there on right of the Thirtysixth, and to the left of the road, and remained until about 3 o’clock p. m.
of the next day, when we were both relieved by the One hundred and
eighteenth Eegiment Pennsylvania Infantry.
I thank my officers and men for their coolness and courage during the
:

•

Embodied

in revised statement, p. 187.

;

:
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It is the more creditable, because the death of a
would naturally tend to weaken confidence and

diminish courage.
Capt. J. B. Weller was wounded at the time Lieutenant-Colonel Coleman was killed, which left his company without a commissioned officer.
Companies A E, and B were without officers, and yet the men did their
,

duty

well.
I have the

honor to be, your most obedient servant,

LYMAN

J.

JACKSON,

Major Comdg. Eleventh Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry.
j

Col.

George Crook,
Commanding Second Brigade, Kanawha

Division.

No. 1C4.
Report of Brig. Gen. Alpheus S. Williams^ U. 8. Army, commanding
Twelfth Army Corps, of the battle of Antietam.

Army of the Potomac,
Sandy Rook, Md., September 29, 186^.
have the honor to submit the following report of the

Hdqrs. Twelfth Corps,

Colonel

:

I

part taken by this corps in the recent action near Sharpsburg, Md., on
the 17 th instant
Two days before the action, Brigadier-General Mansfield, TJ. S. Army,
assumed command of the corps while in bivouac in the South Mountain
The composition and organization of the corps was then as
Pass.
follows
First Division, Brig. Gen. A. 8. Williams commanding.
First Brigade, Brig. Gen. S. W. Crawford commanding Forty-sixth
Pennsylvania Volunteers, Col. J. F. Knipe commanding; Tenth Maine
Volunteers, Col. G. L. Beal commanding Fifth Connecticut Volunteers,
Capt. H. W. Daboll commanding (detached and not in action) Twentyeighth New York Volunteers, Capt. W. H. H. Mapes commanding One
hundred and twenty- fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Col. J. W. Hawley
commanding; One hundred and twenty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers,
Col. J. Higgins commanding; One, hundred and twenty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Col. S. Croasdale commanding.
Third Brigade, Brig. Gen. George H. Gordon commanding: Third
Wisconsin Volunteers, Col. T. H. Euger commanding; Second Massachusetts Volunteers, Col. G. L. Andrews commanding; Twenty-seventh
Indiana Volunteers, Col. S. Colgrove commanding; One hundred and
seventh New York Volunteers, Col. E. B. Van Valkenburgh commanding; Thirteenth New Jersey Volunteers, Col. E. A. Carman command:

;

;

;

ing.

Second Division, Byng. Gen. George 8. Greene commanding.
First Brigade, Lieutenant-(3olonel Tyndale commanding: Twenty
eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Major Pardee commanding; Seventh
Ohio Volunteers, Maj. O. J. Crane commanding; Fifrh Ohio Volunteers, MaJ. J. Collins commanding'; Sixty-sixth Ohio Volunteers, Lieut.
Col. E. Powell commanding; Twenty-ninth Ohio Volunteers, Lieut. T.
S. Winship commanding (detached and not in action).
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Second Brigade, Colonel Stainrook, One hundred and ninth Pennsylcommanding: One hundred and eleventh Pennsylvania VolunThird Maryland Volunteers,
teers, Maj. T. M. Walker commanding
Lieutenant-Colonel Sudshurg commanding; One hundred and ninth
Pennsylvania Volunteers, Colonel Stainrook commanding (detached and
not in action) One hundred and second New York Volunteers, Lieut.
Col. J. C. Lane commanding.
Third Brigade, Colonel Goodrich, Sixtieth New York Volunteers, comvania,

5

;

manding Sixtieth New York Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Brundage
commanding Seventy-eighth New York Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Austin commanding Third Delaware Volunteers, Maj. A. Maginnis
commanding.
The First District of Columbia Volunteers, nominally attached to this
brigade, has wholly disappeared from the command by desertion and
:

;

;

sickness.

About 2 o’clock the night before the action, the corps took up position
about IJ miles in rear of General Hooker’s corps, near the farm of
At the first
J. Poffenberger, bivouacking in columns of companies.
sound of cannon at daylight on the morning of the 17th instant, the
command was put in movement, each regiment, by order of General
Mansfield, marching in column of companies, closed in mass. In this
order the corps moved to the front by battalions in mass, the First Brigade, First Division, leading, over ground of intermingled woods, plowed
fields, and corn-fields. Before reaching the position of General Hooker’s
corps, information was brought that his reserves were all engaged and
that he was hard pressed by the enemy. The columns were hastened
up and deployed in line of battle with all the rapidity that circumstances would permit. Five of the regiments of the First Division were
new and wholly without drill.
The massed battalions had been moved with such haste that the
proper intervals for deployment had not been carefully attended to.
The old regiments, however, deployed promptly, and the new regiments
(both officers and men of which behaved with marked coolness) soon
got into line of battle, with more promptitude than could have been
expected.

While the deployment was going on, and before the leading regiments were fairly engaged, it was reported to me that the veteran and
distinguished commander of the corps was mortally wounded. I at
once reported to Major-General Hooker on the fieid, took from him
such directions as the pressing exigencies would permit, and hastened
to make a disposition of the corps to meet them. Crawford’s brigade
was directed to deploy to the right, its right regiment extending to the
Williamsport [Hagerstown] and Sharpsburg stone pike. Gordon held
the center, while Brigadier- General Greene’s division, following the
division in column, was directed to the ridge on the left, extending
its line from the lane on Gordon’s left to the burned buildings, a few
rods northerly of the brick church.
While General Greene was moving into position, I was strongly
solicited by Brigadier-General Gibbon to send re-enforcements to the
right to support General Doubleday’s position. I accordingly detached
the Third Brigade of General Greene’s division, with orders to report
to any general officer found on the field indicated. At the same time
I ordered the One hundred and twenty-fourth Pennsylvania Volunteers (Crawford’s brigade) to push forward past the farm-house of Mr.
Miller, cross the pike into the woods beyond, and hold the ridge as
long as practicable.
first
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Ill the mean time the whole line had formed in good order, and were
pushing the enemy from the woods and open fields. The requisitions
made upon the corps would permit of no reserves, aud it may be truly
stated that, to cover the points threatened or pressed, every regiment
(save Thirteenth New Jersey, held in reserve for a while by General
Gordon) was, as early as 6.30 to 7 o’clock a. m., engaged Avith the enemy.
The enemy at this time had pushed his columns into the open fields
in advance of a strip of woods, a feAV hunded yards wide, which extended along a gentle ridge from the brick church, on the Sharpsburg
road, to the farm-house of J. Miller, and extending beyond in the same
direction to a distance not discernible from my position.
In the rocky ravines of these woods, aud in a considerable valley in
the rear of them, the enemy covered his supports and brought up his
re-enforcements.
prominent hill beyond was a strong position for his
artillery.
Into these woods, after a severe struggle of an hour and a
half to two hours’ duration, we drove the enemy. A line of high postand-rail fence on each side the public road between the church and the
farm-house before named, a few rods from and nearly parallel with the
inner edge of the woods, proved a great obstruction to our rapid pursuit, checking up our line until the enemy could bring up his strong

A

re-enforcements.
All the regiments of this corps were engaged, and had been under
arms from daylight, without food still, they held their position, exposed
part of the time to an enfilading fire from an enemy’s battery on the
right, and all the time to a tremendous fire of musketry and artillery
in front. In the mean time Brigadier-General Greene, on the left, with
two small brigades of his division, numbering only about 1,700 men,
had successfully resisted several attacks, and at about 8 o’clock a. ni.,
making a dash, had seized upon the Avoods where they abut upon the
road at the brick church before mentioned! These he gallantly held for
several hours.
I greatly regretted that his repeated calls for aid could be ansAvered
only by sending the Thirteenth New Jersey, and subsequently the
Twenty-seventh Indiana and the Purnell Legion, of the Third Brigade.
Impressed with the importance of holding this position, I made seA^eral
efibrts to recall the residue of the Third Brigade of his division to his
assistance, as well as to procure re- enforcements from other sources, but
did not succeed.
At nearly 9 o’clock a. m., it being reported that a portion of the Second Corps (Major-General Sumner’s) was advancing to our support, I
dispatched a staff officer to apprise him of our position and the situation of afiairs. Soon after, the firing on both sides wholly ceased. Some
of the old regiments had emptied their boxes of ammunition, and all
Avere greatly exhausted by the labors of the day and of the preceding
night. As the line of General Sedgwick’s division appeared, the regiments of the First Division of this corps were withdrawn to the first
line of Avoods in the rear, Avithin supporting distance Of several batteries, and directed to replenish their cartridge-boxes and to rest the
portion of the One hundred and twenty-fourth Pennsylvania
men.
Volunteers continued, hoAvever, to hold the Avoods near Miller’s house
until it was ordered, without my knowledge, to withdraw, by some officer unknown to the commanding officer of the regiment. Greene’s
command had also the possession of the Avoods at the other end near the
church.
General Sedgwick’s gallant division and the veteran commander of
the Second Corps were received by hearty cheers of our men. This
5

A
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division pushed forward without a lialt, and dashe<I against tlie strong
position of the enemy. The resistance was, if possible, more formidable
than ever, and, after a brief but severe contest, J was ordered, thi ongh
a staff officer, to send to the front all of my command immediately available.

As General Gordon held his brigade in line most convenient for a
movement to the point indicated, he was ordered to advance at once,
which was done cheerfully and promptly. The troops Avhich the support was intended for had, however, withdrawn, or changed iiosition
toward the right. The regiments of Gordon’s brigade brought into
action this second time, I regret to add, suffered severely, and were
obliged to retire after a stubborn contest. The enemy did not follow,
and Gordon’s regiments again took position, in good order, behind our
batteries.

The enemj^, gathering his strongest columns in the woods, made
several efforts to dislodge General Greene’s command in the left extremAll
ity of the woods, as well as to seize upon our batteries in front.
were unsuccessful until about 1.30 p. m., when, by a desperate effort,
they forced our wearied forces to retire from the woods, making, at the
same time, a rapid dash for our batteries. They met with terrible
slaughter by canister at point-blank range, as well asby musketry from
the supports, fell back in confusion, and gave up all lurther efforts to
advance beyond their stronghold.
Soon after this, General William F. Smith arrived with his division,
and, moving through our lines to the front, gave me an opi)ortunity to
withdraw those of this corps which had been most engaged a few rods
to the rear, where they could find refreshment and rest.
Several of the
new regiments were left in support of batteries.
General Greene’s division and Gordon’s brigade were subsequently
v=;ent to the front in support'of a portion of General Franklin’s corps,
and remained in that position through the night. Of the batteries of
this corps, two (Fourth and Sixth Maine) were posted by Captain Best,
U. S. Army, chief of artillery, under orders of General Mansfield, on hills
adjacent to general headquarters. Knap’s Pennsylvania, Cothran’s Kew
York, and Hampton’s Pittsburg batteries were order-ed to the front as
soon as the command of the corps devolved on me. Knap and Cothran
took post in front of the woods occupied by the enemy, Hampton farther
These batteries were bravely
to the left, near General Greene’s position.
and excellently served from morning till late in the afternoon. The en-

emy

repeatedly attempted to seize them, but always met with bloody
punishment. One section of Knap’s, temporarily detached for the aid of
General Greene, unfortunately was ordered into the woods, where it fell
under a heavy infantry fire, by which men and horses were lost and one
piece necessarily abandoned. This battery subsequently brought from
the field a 12-pounder howitzer of the enemy.
I refer to the report of Captain Best, forwarded herewith, for more
specific mention of tlie valuable services of these batteries.
I append
hereto a list of the casualties of the corps, showing a loss of 1,744, of
which 85 are reported missing.* This long record (at least one-fourth of
the number actually engaged) is a sufficient testimonial to the gallantry
and persistent valor of both officers and men of the regiments, old and
new.
Among the officers killed or mortally wounded, besides the accomplished and distinguished
*

But

commander

of the corps,

see revised stutemeut, p. 199,

1

regret to have to
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enroll Colonel Goodricli, Sixtieth New York, commanding Third Brigade,
Second Division, killed 5 Colonel Croasdale, of One hundred and twentyeighth Peunsjdvania Volunteers, killed; Lieutenant-Colonel Dwight, of

Second Massachusetts Volunteers, mortally wounded. Other names of
gallant dead, of subordinate rank, with fitting tributes from their immediate commanders, will be found in the reports forwarded herewith.
Brigadier-General Crawford, who succeeded me to the command of the
First Division on the fall of General Mansfield, was wounded near the
close of the action, but not so severely as to oblige him to leave the field.
Colonel Euger, Third Wisconsin Volunteers; Colonel Hawley, One
hundred and twenty-fourth Pennsylvania; Colonel Beal, Tenth Maine;
Lieutenant-Colonel Powell, Sixty-sixth Ohio; Lieutenant-Colonel Tyndale, Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania; Lieutenant-Colonel nammers]y,One
hundred and twenty-eighth Penn.^ylvania, and Major Magiunis, Third
Delaware, were wounded.

The officers commanding divisions and brigades (Brigadier-Generals
Greene, Crawford, and Gordon, and Colonels Knipe, Euger, and Stainrook, and Lieutenant-Colonels Tyndale and Brundage) were active and
constant in the discharge of their responsible duties, and merit more than
this feeble

acknowledgment.

My

personal staff i)resent, Captain Best, Fourth Artillery, chief of
artillery; First Lieut. S. E. Pittman, aide and acting assistant adjutantgeneral, and Captain Morgan, Forty-sixth Pennsylvania, division provostmarshal and acting aide, discharged their arduous duties faithfully and
capably, and I beg leave to recommend them to the favorable consideration of the major-general commanding.
Surgeon Antiseli, medical director of the corps, and Surgeon Chapel,
medical director of First Division, are entitled to high commendation
for their excellent preparations made for the wounded, and their faithful attention to them at the hospital depots.
I forward such subordinate reports as have been received, and respectfully refer to them for tbe commendations due to individuals and commands. The report of Brigadier-General Crawford, commanding First
Division (absent, wounded), and other officers of his command have not
been sent in.
I have the honc»r to be, colonel, with much respect, your obedient
servant,

A.

S.

WILLIAMS,

Brigadier- Genera 1, Commanding.
Lieut. Col. J. H.
Chief of Staff

Taylor,
and Assistant Adjutant- General.
[Addenda.]

Itinerary of the Twelfth

Army

Corps September 1-November 30, 18G2.
j

FIRST DIVISION.

September

1,

division

moved from Bull Kun and encami)ed near

Fairfax.

September 2, moved toward Alexandria, Va., arriving on the morning
of the 3 d instant, and halted outside the city.
September 3, moved to Georgetown, D. C., and bivouacked in rear of
Fort Richardson.
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September 4, crossed the Potomac at Georgetown, and moved to near
Tennallytown, and encamped.
September 5, the division moved to near Kockville, Md., and emcamped.
September C, moved a short distance, formed in line of battle, and lay
upon the field.
September 7, lay upon the field.
September 8, the One hundred and twenty -fourth. One hundred and
twenty-fifth, and One hundred and twenty-eighth Eegiments Pennsylvania Yolunteers assigned to First Brigade.
September 9, moved to Middlebrook and bivouacked.

September 10, moved to Damascus, Md.
September 11, remained in camp.
September 12, moved to near Ijamsville and bivouacked.
September 13, moved to near Frederick and encamped.
September 14, division moved to South Mountain and bivouacked.
September 15, moved to Keedysville and bivouacked.
September 16, lay in line of battle.
September 17, battle of Antietam, in which the division took an active
part; under General Mansfield, on the right.
September 18, division lay upon the field in line of battle.
September 19, moved, via Sharpsburg, to Brownsville.
September 20, moved over Maryland Heights, down the mountain,
and to near Sandy Hook, and encamped.
September 22, moved upon Maryland Heights.
September 28, moved down the mountain, and again encamped near
Sandy Hook, Md., where the division remained until the end of the
month.
October 1, the First Brigade encamped near Sandy Hook, Md.
October 2, moved to Maryland Heights, and encamped. The Tenth
Maine Volunteers ordered to Berlin, Md., to do picket and guard duty.
The Forty-sixth Pennsylvania, Twenty-eighth New York, and One hundred and twenty-eighth Pennsylvania Eegiments remained on the
Heights to the end of the month, doing heavy picket duty up the river
from HarpeFs Ferry to Antietam Creek, and fatigue duty on the
mountain.
October 26, by General Orders, No. 5, from corps headquarters, the
One hundred and twenty-fourth and One hundred and twenty-fifth
Pennsylvania Eegiments were assigned to the Second Brigade, First
Division, Twelfth Corps. The Second Brigade remained at Pleasant
Valley, near Sandy Hook, Md., until October 30, when they moved over
to Loudoun Heights, Va., the Twentieth Connecticut Volunteers being
stationed on the Heights, and also the One hundred and twenty-third
New York and the One hundred and twenty-fourth and One hundred
and twenty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers on the eastern slope.
The Third Brigade remained on Maryland Heights until October 29,
when it was ordered to occupy the position held by General F. J. Porter,
near Sharpsburg, Md.
October 30, ordered by General McClellan to report to General Morell,
commanding Army of the Upper Potomac.
During the month of November no movement was made by the First
Brigade. The regiments were stationed and employed as follows The
Twenty-eighth New York stationed near Sandy Hook, Md., and employed on the fortifications upon Maryland Heights, by Special Orders
No. 129, Division Headquarters. The Fifth Connecticut Y^olunteers.
:

;
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temporarily cletaclied at Frederick, Md., doing provost duty, by order
of General McClellan.
The Forty-sixth Pennsylvania stationed on
Maryland Heights, and employed on picket “duty and upon fortifications.
The Tenth Maine Volunteers stationed at Berlin, Md., doing picket
duty along the Potomac. The One hundred and twenty-eighth Pennsylvania stationed on Maryland Heights, on picket duty and upon fortifications.
The Sixth Maryland Volunteers assigned to the brigade by
Special Orders, No. 12, Headquarters Twelfth Corps, November 3, 1862,
and the entire regiment has since beep employed on fortifications. The
Twentieth Connecticut and One hundred and twenty-third New York
Volunteers, of the Second Brigade, moved from Loudoun Heights to
Keys’ Ford, on the Shenandoah, November 3 thence to Keys’ Gap,
November Ij from thence to Loudoun Vallejo on the 8th, where they
rejoined the remainder of the brigade.
;

SECOND DIVISION.
September 1, division left Bull Kun, and took up the line of march for
Fairfax, encamping at the forks of the road.
September 2, marched toward Alexandria, halting near Fort Worth.
September 3, marched beyond Alexandria, and 1ml ted in the rear of
Fort Bichardson.

September

4,

marched through Georgetown, and encamped near Ten-

nallytown,

September

5,

marched through Tennallytown, and encamped near

Eockville.

September 6, moved up and took position in line which had been formed
about 2J miles from Eockville.
September 9, marched to Middlebrook.
September 10, marched toward Damascus, and encamped within 2
miles of that place.

September 11, moved on to Damascus.
September 12, took up line of march toward Frederick, gaining 7
miles, and encamped.
September 13, crossed the Monocacy Eiver and encamped near Frederick.

September

14,

marched toward the South Mountain, encamping near

15,

passed through Boonsborough and halted near Sharps-

there.

September

burg, encamping.

September 16, at night, moved up and took iiosition on the
General Mansfield’s corps, on the right of the line of battle.

left

of

September 17, engaged in the battle of Antietam.September 19, marched in the direction of Harper’s Ferry, Va.j being
on the road all night, and arrived near Sandy Hook, Md., at 3 p. m, on
the 20th.

‘

September 22, took position on Loudoun Heights, Va., where the
division lay until the end of the month.
Pursuant to General Orders, No. 5, Headquarters Twelfth Army Corps,
fortieth, One hundred and forty-fifth.
One hundred and thirty-seventh, and One hundred and forty -ninth New

October 26, the One hundred and

York Volunteers were transferred from the First to the Second Division
the Sixtieth New York Volunteers, Third Delaware Volunteers, and the
Furnell Legion from the Third to the Second Brigade of this division
j
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the One hundred and ninth and One hundred and eleventh Pennsylvania Volunteers from the Second to the Third Brigade of this division,
and by General Orders, No. 24, October 26, Headquarters Second Division, Col. T. H. Euger was assigned to the command of the First Brigade, General N. J. Jackson to the Second, and Col. G. L. Andrews to
the Third Brigade. By Special Orders, No. 7, Paragraph lY, Headquarters Twelfth Army Corps, October 27, 1862, the One hundred and second New York Volunteers was transferred from the Second to the Third
Brigade. General G. S. Greene assumed command of the Third Brigadie, in obedience to Special Orders, No. 9, Paragraph I, Headquarters
Twelfth Army Corps, October 31, 1862. By Special Orders, No. 9,
Paragraph IV, Headquarters Twelfth Army Corps, October 31, 1862, the
One hundred and fortieth New York Volunteers was transferred to
Porter’s corps. In pursuance of General Orders, No. 6, Headquarters
Twelfth Army Coit)s, October 28, 1862, three batteries were assigned
to this division.

A

reconnaissance in Loudoun Valley was made by a detachment of
the First and Second Brigades, with 300 of the Sixth New York Cavalry and Knap’s Pennsylvania battery, under the general commanding
number of prisoners were captured and an
the division, October 21.
official report made to Major-General Burnside, commanding defenses
of Harper’s Ferry.
Pursuant to orders from corps headquarters, October 26, the division
left Loudoun Heights, and encamped in the valley on the east side of
the Heights.
In obedience to orders from corps headquarters, October 29, 1862,
the command was moved to Bolivar Heights, on October 30, relieving
General Sumner’s corps, and picketing from the Shenandoah to the

A

Potomac Eiver.
November 9, a reconnaissance in force was made by the division,
under brigadier-general commanding, to Nippon, within 6 miles ofBerryville, driving the enemy before them, capturing prisoners, arms, horses,
and cattle, and ascertaining the location and strength of the enemy in
the valley between this point and Front Eoyal.
A second reconnaissance, with 600 infantry and two pieces of artillery,*
under the general commanding the division, was made on the 26th as
far as Charlestown, having a skirmish with the enemy’s cavalry at Gockrall’s Mill, on the Shenandoah, routing them, wounding several, and
taking a number of prisoners, arms, and horses, together with a quantity of flour, and destroying at that place a cloth-mill in the employ of
the rebels. Thence the command marched to a point opposite Shannondale Spring, and thence to Charlestown, between which and Halltown a rebel camp was broken up, and the Seventh and Twelfth Virginia Cavalry put to flight. No enemy was discovered, other than cavalry
parties, in the immediate front.
Eeturned on the same day without any
'
casualties.
The command has been actively employed in picketing 3 miles of front,
from the Potomac to the Shenandoah, occasionally harassed by small
jiarties of rebel cavalry, without any serious casualties.
large portion
of the division has also been arduously engaged in fatigue duties, felling timber, and constructing and improving the fortifications of the
position.

A
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No. 165.

Report of Capt. Clermont L. Best, Fourth U. 8. Artillery, Chief of Artillery,
of the battle of Antietam.

Headquarters Artillery, Banks’ Corps,
September 22, 1862.
briefly, but fully
as needs be, the operations of the artillery of the Twelfth Corps in the
engagement of the 17th near Sharpsburg:
At 2 a. m. on the morning of the 17th, the corps being then near the
battle-ground, 1 was ordered by General Mansfield to proceed in person
to the rear, to post two batteries of the corps on some hills adjacent to
the headquarters of General McClellan, to be pointed out by a staff offiAfter performing this service, posting the Fourth Maine Battery
cer.
and the Sixth Maine Battery, I proceeded to the field, and found that
General Mansfield and General Williams, succeeding him, had already
posted the rifled batteries of Knap and Cothran in front of the infantry
and near the enemy. Captain Knap commenced fire at 7 a. m. slowly
and deliberately, the enemy advancing against him several times between that and 12 m., but each time repulsed with canister. At 12 m.
one section of his battery, under Lieutenant McGill, was ordered by
General Greene forward to assist Colonel Tyndale in holding a wood.
Colonel Tyndale ordered one piece of this section to enter the wood, in
the act of which it was met with such a destructive fire from the enemy,
wounding 4 cannoneers and killing 3 horses, that the piece had to be
abandoned, and was lost. Captain Knap continued working the remaining five guns till 3 p. m., at which time he withdrew from the field,
wanting ammunition.
Captain Cothran was assigned a position near the center of the line
of battle, supported by the One hundred and seventh New York Volunteers, and was exposed to the enemy’s fire from 9 a. m. till 3 p. m.,
using, at times, canister rapidly. He also withdrew, out of ammunition.
Captain Hampton’s battery was placed in position near the Dunkard
Church, and expended 217 rounds against the woods in which said

Lieutenant

church

is

:

I

have the honor to forward herewith

located.

The respective captains named speak in confident terms of the gallantry of their officers and men during the varied fortunes of that day.
The gallantry of the captains themselves has been established on this
as well as on previous fields.

Captain Knap brought from the field on the 19th one iron 12-pounder
howitzer and caisson abandoned by the enemy.
Kespectfully, yours,
C. L.

BEST,

Captain and Chief of Artillery, Banhs^ Corps.
S. E.

Pittman,

First Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 166.
Report of Capt. George W. Cothran, Battery M, First
Artillery, of the battle of Antietam.

New York

Light

On the Battle-field,
Near

Captain: About 9

a.

Keedysville, Md., September 18, 1862.

m., on the 17th instant, I

was ordered

to

pro
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ceed with my battery to the front. I arrived at the scene of action
while the coikest was raging the fiercest, and took the most favorable
position I could in the open field to the right of the woods, near the
center of oiir line of battle. My battery was supported by the One
hundred and seventh Eegimeut Eew York Volunteers, Col. 11. B. Van
.Yalkenburgh. I maintained my position a very important one from
9 a.m. until near 1 p. m., when I was relieved by a battery sent for that
purpose by General Franklin, who just came up with his command.
When I gave way our last shot had been fired. Twice the enemj^ attempted to charge us in front, but we drove them back each time, without calling upon our support to rise from the ground or to fire a gun.
During the whole time we occupied our position we were subjected
to a galling fire from the enemy’s infantry and artillery. The enemy
were frequently within canister range, when we used canister upon them
During the day’s engagement two batfreely and with telling effect.
teries opened fire upon us, which were soon silenced, and when we
retired from the field for ammunition the enemy’s fire was slow and
irregular. I have just returned from the scene of yesterday’s conflict,
and I found the ground where we fired canister literally strewn with
the enemy’s dead. Our fire was very destructive to the enemy.
Our loss consisted of 1 corporal and 5 men wounded. We also lost 4
horses killed. My officers and men behaved with the utmost coolness,
and manfully worked the guns amidst the most terrific musketry. But
two of my officers (Second Lieutenants Hodgkins and Eobinson) were
with me, and they were very courageous and efficient.
The One hundred and seventh Eegiment New York Volunteers, Col.
E. B. Van Valkenburgh, is entitled to great credit for both coolness
and courage, and the admirable manner in which it supi)orted my battery during the fight. This being the first time this regiment was
under fire, I most cheerfully bear testimony to the excellent bearing of
both officers and men while occupying the uncomfortable position of
being the recipients of the enemy’s fire while they were unable to return it.
I am, with great respect, your obedient servant,

—

Captain Battery

—

GEO. W. COTHEAE,
First New York Artillery,

iff.

Capt. H. B. Scott,
Actg, Asst, Adjt, Gen., General Gor doll’s Brigade.
[Indorsement.]

Headquarters First

Division, Banks’ Corps,
Sandy Book, September 20, 1862.

In forwarding the within report of Captain Cothran of the action of
his battery during the severe contest of the 17th instant, near Sharpsburg, I take great pleasure in bearing testimony to the gallant conduct
and efficient service of this battery in action. From the most unimpeachable testimony, I am convinced that this battery, unaided by its
supports, kept at bay a furious but futile charge of the enemy. In
this, as in many other cases. Captain Cothran has shown what a judicious artillerist can accomplish when he devotes himself to the service
of his country and throws himself energetically into the discharge of
his duties.

Brigadier-General,

GEO. H. GOEDOE,
Commanding First Division.
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]^0. 167.

Report of Brig. Gen. Samuel W. Crawford., TJ. 8. Army., commanding
First Division^ of the battle of Antietam.

Chambersburo,

Pa., October 21, 1862.

condition of my liealth, consequent upon the wound
I received at the battle of Antietam on the 17th of September last, has
prevented the transmission of an earlier report of the part taken by my
command in that action. Upon the assig:ument of General Mansfield
to the command of the corps (Twelfth), on the 14th of September, I resumed the command of the First Brigade of your division (First). My
command consisted of the following regiments Forty-sixth Pennsylvania, Col. J. F. Knipe ; Tenth Maine, Col. G. L. Beal Fifth Connecticut, Capt. G. W. Daboll j Twenty -eighth New York, Capt. W. H. H.
Mapes commanding; One hundred and twenty-fourth Pennsylvania,

General The
:

:

;

W. Hawley commanding One hundred and twenty-fifth Pennsylvania, Col. J. Higgins; One hundred and twenty-eighth PennsylThe last three mentioned regiments were
vania, Col. S. Croasdale.
new organizations from the nine months^ levy, and had seen no field
service whatever. The Fifth Connecticut was not in action.
On the night of the 16th of September, while lying massed with the
army on the Antietam, orders were received to proceed by the Hagerstown and Sharpsburg road toward the position occupied by the corps
of Major-Geaeral Hooker, which had been engaged with the enemy.
My brigade led the march of the corps, when, leaving the main road,
before daylight we took up a position on Poffenberger’s farm, to the
rear and left of General Hooker^s force. At early dawn on the 17th
my command was moved forward in column of companies, still leading
the corps. Passing through strips of woods, and open ground and cornfields, we were suddenly halted, and a deployment ordered without
delay. While in the act of executing the order I received orders from
General Mansfield, in person, to suspend the deployment and again to
Col. J.

;

my

command, although the command was then exposed to an
third order to again deploy was brought to me by one
artiVlery fire.
of the officers of the division staff, and I at once deployed, my command

mass

A

being on the right of the line, which rested on a turnpike, and moved
forward through the woods and open space, driving before us a thin line
The new regiments from Pennsylvania
of the enemy’s skirmishers.

(One hundred and twenty-fourth. One hundred and twenty-fifth, and One
hundred and twenty-eighth) moved with great j^romptness and with
the coolness of old troops, although they had not before been under
During this movement the One hundred and twenty-fourth Pennfire.
sylvania, Colonel Hawley, w^as detached from my brigade by some
superior order unknown to me, and sent in advance through the woods
on our right to Miller’s farm, to hold that position.
The struggle for the skirt of the woods to which the enemy clung,
and the open space and corn-fields opposite and along the turnpike on
the right, was long and determined. Finally the enemy was driven out
of the woods across the fields, and into the opposite woods beyond the
rocky ridges, to his supi)orts. There he rallied, and bringing up fresh
troops, our lines were exposed not only to a severe fire of his infantry,
but also to an effective fire of his artillery on our right. While engaged
in the struggle for the corn-field, Colonel Croasdale, of the One hundred and twenty-eighth Pennsylvania, was killed, and Lieutenant-Colo-
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Hammersly, of the saiae regiment, severely wounded. The One
hundred and twenty-fifth Pennsylvania, Colonel Higgins, in the general movement had pushed on into the woods beyond our lines, and
had become seriously engaged with the enemy while much exposed, but
returned in good order with great loss to our lines.
Shortly before our movement, Major-General Hooker had come to
examine my position, and 1 received orders from him to hold the woods
(Miller’s) at all hazards, as otherwise the right of the army would be
General Mansfield, the corps commander, had
seriously imperiled.
been mortally wounded, and was borne past my position to the rear.
Shortly afterward I received an order from' a staff officer of BrigadierGeneral Williams to assume command of the First Division, he having
assumed command of the corps. Sending orders to Colonel Knipe, of
Del

the Forty-sixth Pennsylvania, the senior colonel of my brigade, to assume command at once of the brigade, I rode forward to find the Third
Brigade (Gordon’s), which had moved into action on the center of our
Our line had
line, and had been gallantly pushing the enemy before it.
driven the enemy from Miller’s woods across the wheat-fields into the
fine
woods beyond the Dunkard Church and Hagerstown road.
wooden fence which skirted the road had proved a very serious obstacle
to our farther advance. The regiments of the Third Brigade had become separated. In the absence of the brigade commander, I ordered
Lieutenant-Colonel Andrews, commanding the Second Massachusetts,
to maintain his position until the line could be formed.
The enemy had brought up his reserves,
It was now nearly 0 o’clock.
and was contesting the possession of the woods around the Dunkard
Church and the Hagerstown road, when Major-General Sumner arrived
on the field with his corps. Immediately the division of General Sedgwick was deployed, and I received orders to withdraw the troops of my
division to the woods held in the morning, to rest my troops and replen-

A

Meantime Sedgwick’s division moved
forward promptly upon the enemy’s position, but, unable to dislodge
the enemy, gave way under the attack and were falling back, when I
received orders from Brigadier General Williams to move forward all my
available troops to the support of our troops under Sedgwick. The
Third Brigade had received direct orders from the corps commander,
and had moved gallantly forward, but under the severe fire had been
compelled to fall back. While endeavoring to rally part of this command, I received a gunshot wound in the right thigh, but I did not at
the time consider it sufficiently severe to leave my command, and I
remained until night.
Our whole line now. retired to the position occuified in the morning,
and my exhausted command held the woods known as the “ Miller
woods,” the Third Brigade in the rear and left.
section of a battery
under Lieutenant Thomas, and also Knap’s Pennsylvania battery, were
stationed at the point of these woods upon a road running across toward
the Dunkard Church. The enemy continued his fire upon the woods,
and at noon advanced his infantry to take possession of them. Being
present with the batteries mentioned, I assumed the control, and sent
back a staff officer (Captain d’Hauteville) to hasten to their support any
infantry he might find. Major General Franklin arriving with his corps,
I indicated to liim the position and movement of the enemy, when, by
the prompt movement of Major-General Srniih’s command, and the
ish their exhausted ammunition.

A

effective fire of the batteries, the enemy was rei)ulsed and driven back
lu
to his lines, and made no further attempt on the right of our line.
obedience to the orders of the corps commander, 1 directed Brigadier-
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General Gordon, commanding Third Brigade, to proceed with his comto the support of Major-General Franklin.
It was now night
the action had ceased when, exhausted from the
loss of blood and the state of my wound, I reported to the general commanding the corps, and left the field. The regiments composing my
command did their duty nobly, but it is my duty to call the special attention of the corps commander to the bearing and conduct of the new
regiments that had so recently joined the command. Their services in
the field were most valuable, and, considering the fact that they wei e for
the first time under fire, their conduct merits the warmest commendation.
In my absence the subordinate reports will be made to my successor,
and officers and men who have distinguished themselves will be specified,
doubtless, by their commanding officers. Brigadier-General Gordon,
commanding Third Brigade, was active and efficient during the whole
day, and his brigade rendered important service. Colonel Knipe, of
the Forty-sixth Pennsylvania, who commanded my brigade after I had
assumed command of the division, will undoubtedly report to you the
services of the First Brigade after I left it. Of my staff officers, 1 desire
to mention Oapt. Frederick d^Hauteville, my assistant adjutant- general,
who was indefatigable in rendering me the most important services on
the field 5 also to Captain Livingston, aide-de-camp; to Lieutenant Wit-

mand

;

;

man, aide-de-camp, who conveyed my orders most intelligently, and often
under circumstances of great personal exposure, from first to last. Our
casualties were 1,076 killed, wounded, and missing.*
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. CKAWFOED,

Brig. Gen.
Brig. Gen.

JJ,

8. F., late

Alpheus

S.

Comdg.

S.
IstBiv.., 12th Corps,

Army of Va.

Williams,

Comdg. Twelfth Corps,

Army of the Potmnae.

No. 168.
Report of

Col.

Joseph F. Knipe, Forty-sixth Pennsylvania Infantry, comthe hattle of Antietam.

manding First Brigade, of

Hdqrs. First Brig., First Div., Twelfth (Banks’) Corps,
Sandy

SooJc, 31d., October 1 , 1862.

In the absence of Brigadier-General Crawford, who commanded this
brigade in the action of the 17th ultimo, I presume it becomes my duty,
as senior officer in the command, to forward a report of the part taken
by it in the engagement. My whole time duringdhe action was principally occupied in maneuvering my own regiment, and I had but little
leisure to observe the movements of others composing the brigade, with
resume,
the exception of those in the immediate vicinity of my own.
theretore, of the parts taken by all the regiments it is impossible for me
to give, and it is only left me, to fill this vacuum, to refer you to the
reports of the different commanders, which you will find herewith in-

A

closed.

At an early hour of the morning of the 17th September the different
regiments were set in motion. The Forty-sixth Pennsylvania, Tenth
Maine, Twenty eighth New York, One hundred and twenty-fourth, One
hundred and twenty-fifth, and One hundred and twenty-eighth Pennsylvania took position in the rear of a belt of woods, the other side of
which our troops were engaged with the enemy the Tenth Maine, the
;

But

see revised statement, p. 199.
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Forty-sixth Penosylvauia, and Twenty-eighth iTew York constituting
the right, with the new regiments (One hundred and twenty-eighth,
One hundred and twenty-fiftb, and One hundred and twenty-fourth) on
the left. It was the understanding that the latter three regiments should
move to the front when wanted, and the old ones (the Forty-sixth Pennsylvania, Tenth Maine, and Twenty-eighth New York) should follow at
a proper distance in the rear, constituting, as it were, a reserve for the
brigade. This plan was not carried out, and after remaining for upward
ot thirty minutes in the position described, the entire brigade was
marched to the front, in column of division, to relieve the troops of
General Hooker, who had up to this time borne the brunt of battle on
the right. In this march of half a mile, the Tenth Maine, which had
been on the right of the Forty-sixth Pennsylvania, by some means for
which I cannot account got on the left of it, and both, with the Twentyeighth New York, in advance of the One hundred and twenty-fourth.

One hundred and twenty-fifth, and One hundred and twenty-eighth
Pennsylvania. On emerging from the woods, the columns of the three
advance regiments were deployed, and immediately opened upon the
enemy, who were in strong force in a corn-field about 250 yards from
our front.
While in this position, the One hundred and twenty-eighth Pennsylvania came up and took position on the right of the Forty-sixth Pennsylvania Yolunteers, still massed in column of company. Colonel Croasdale, its commander, fell dead while endeavoring to deploy it into line of
battle, and Lieutenant-Colonel Hammersly was so severely wounded in
the arm at the same time as to be obliged to leave the field. At this
moment, seeing the uselessness of a regiment in that position, I took the
responsibility of getting it into line of battle the best way circumstances
would admit. When this was accomplished, I returned to my own regiment and ordered an advance, which was gallantly made as far as the
fence of the corn-field. This position would have been held, and the
advance continued in face of the leaden bail which was fast decimating
our ranks, had it not been for the Twenty-seventh Indiana forming in our
rear and exposing us to a tire from a quarter unexpected. I immediately
ordered my command to fall back to the woods, when I met General
Williams, then in command of the corps (General Mansfield having been
carried to the rear mortally wounded), who ordered the regiments to
retire to the rear of the w^oods and then reform.
On our march to the
l)OSition designated, we were met byre-enforcements of General Sumner’s
command, I think, hastening to the front. My regiments (what was
left of them) formed in their immediate rear, and|With them, went into
and through the corn-field and into the one lying beyond it. Having
by this movement completely driven the enemy out of the open fields
into the woods beyond, it was deemed inexpedient to proceed farther,
and the whole force reclined upon the ground to avoid the fire of the
enemy’s artillery.
While in this position, I noticed that the One hundred and twenty-fifth
Pennsylvania Volunteers had advanced into the field beyond our position and into the woods occupied by the enemy.
At the same time a
brigade came out of them to our rear, and, passing us, joined the One
hundred and twenty-fifth, and engaged the enemy, who had been reenforced to such an extent as to compel our troops to retrace their
steps in confusion if not in panic. At this juncture a battery was
placed in position to cover the retreat of our forces, and poured in the
advancing and dense masses of the enemy a tremendous fire of grape
and canister. Notwithstanding the huge gaps made in their ranks, the
rebels continued to advance, and threatened the capture of the battery.
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was iu the immediate rear of the battery at the time with my colors
and a few more men than its guard, when I was requested by some
general, to me unknown, to form a rallying x:>oint for our retreating
regiments. I was successful so far as to get the One hundred and
seventh New York to form on my flag, and believe that it was this
show of front that saved the guns from the enemy’s hands. Fresh
troops having arrived on the ground, I ordered my men to retire to
the position they marched from in the morning, where they were joined
by the Twenty-eighth New York, Tenth Maine, and One hundred and
I

twenty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers.
It was shortly after this and late in the afternoon that I was advised
of the wounding of Brigadier-General Crawford, and ordered, in consequence, to take command of the brigade. Ordering my own and the
three regiments last named to remain where they were, I hastened to
the front to look out the whereabouts of the One hundred and twentyfourth and One hundred and twenty-fifth Pennsylvania Kegiments. I
found them in the woods where our first line of battle had been formed,
and, by order of Major-General Franklin, whose corps then formed our
advance line, jfiaced the two regiments to the rear of his center, where
they bivouacked for the night.
In concluding this report, I would remark that the delay in sending
it forward has been occasioned partly by the inexperience of some of
the colonels commanding new regiments, recently added to the brigade,
and partly to the doubt I entertained as to my duty in the premises,
not having assumed command until a late hour in tbe day, and occupying but a subordinate position during the battle. For the same reasons it is impossible for me to mention by name the officers who most
distinguished themselves by their gallantry on this hotly contested field,
other than those under my immediate command. Of my own regiment
(the Forty- sixth Pennsylvania Yolunteers) I can cheerfully bear testimony to the bearing of Lieutenant-Colonel Selfridge. He displayed
coolness and a bravery that distinguished the true soldier, and is
worthy of promotion. Capt. George A. Brooks fell, pierced by a bullet
through the brain, while gallantly leading his men into the very thickest
of the fight. The country has lost no better man, nor one more devotedly
attached to its cause than he.
list of the casualties has already been forwarded.*
All of which is respectfully submitted.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A

JOS. F. KNIPE,
Colonel Fort^sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers^ Comdg. Brigade.
Capt. H. B. Scott,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ First Division.

No. 169.
Report of Lieut. Col. James

8. Fillebrown, Tenth
battle of Antietam.

Maine Infantry^ of

the

Headquarters Tenth Maine Eegiment,
Maryland Heights^ September

25, 1862.

of Colonel Beal, who is away on account
of wounds, and the illness of Major Walker, it devolves upon me to
forward a report of the acts performed by the Tenth Maine Eegiment in

Colonel: In the absence
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the recent engagement with the enemy near Sharpsbnrg, Md., on Wednesday, September 17, 1862, and which is respectfully submitted.
The regiment went on to the field in column by division, closed in
mass on first division, right in front, and was ordered to deploy while
under fire, by General Mansfield, the only general officer present, to the
left of the Forty-sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers, and, before we were in
Before we received orders
line, had some few men killed or wounded.
to commence firing, we were obliged to oblique to the left the length
of our regiment, and at once commenced the engagement with a regiment of the enemy, which afterward proved to be the Twentieth Georgia.
The men went into the woods some few rods, when I was knocked from
my horse by Colonel Beal’s horse, which had been twice mortally
wounded, and, returning, gave me a severe kick in the stomach, entirely
disabling me for three days. Colonel Beal received a shot, after his
horse was twice wounded, in the legs, passing through one and entering
the other slightly. Leaving the field at so early a stage of the fight, I
am unable to give a more exact detail of the subsequent proceedings,
but our officers are uniform in ascribing to their men many acts of coolness and personal courage, conspicuous among them being Corpl. Eeuben
Viel, of Company K, who, with other men, rushed upon the enemy, and
took, among other prisoners, the colonel and a second lieutenant of the
Twentieth Georgia Eegiment, and, after conducting them to the rear,
again returned to the contest, where they remained till after the regiment had exhausted its ammunition and, being relieved by General
Greene’s command, was ordered to retire.
A list of casualties has already been forwarded to brigade headquarters, and recent returns of company reports prove it to have been nearly
correct.

Very

respectfully, colonel,

your obedient servant,
J. S.

Lieutenant- Colonel^
Col. J. F. Knife,
Forty-sixth Pa. FoZs.,

FILLEBEOW^T,

Commanding Tenth Maine Regiment.

Comdg. First

Brig..,

BanM Army

Corps.

Ko. 170.

Report of Lieut.

James L. Selfridge., Forty -sixth Pennsylvania Lnfantry^ of the battle of Antietam.

Col.

Hdqrs. Forty-sixth Eegt. Pennsylvania Yols.,
Camp near Sandy Hook, Md., September 22, 1862.
Colonel Knipe having been assigned to the command of the brigade,
it becomes my duty, as second in command, to report the part taken
by the Forty-sixth Eegiment Pennsylvania Volunteers in the action of
the 17th instant near Sharpsburg, Md.
By order of Brigadier-General Mansfield, temporarily commanding
the corps, the regiment was ordered to advance to the front about 5.30
o’clock a. m., and was marched into the woods, immediately fronting the
position of the enemy, in column of companies, where they were deployed
by order of Colonel Knipe into line of battle, and opened a lively fire
of musketry upon the enemy. This position was maintained for upward
of an hour, the enemy obstinately holding his ground in a corn-field
fronting the woods, when Colonel Knipe ordered the regiment to advance.
This order was obe 3'ed with alacritj^, the regiment advancing to the
edge of the field occupied by the enemy, and pouring into their ranks
at every step a fire so well directed that, if well supported, would have
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compelled the enemy to give way. But this support was not given,
and, in consequence, the regiment was compelled to retire some 200 or
300 yards, where they met re-enforcements hastening to the front. The
One hundred and twenty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, a new and
untried regiment, was brought to our right in column of companies
closed in mass. They had no sooner arrived in the field than their
colonel fell, and their lieutenant-colonel was so severely wounded that
he had to be carried to the rear. Colonel Kuipe assisted Major Wanner,
the remaining field officer, in deploying the regiment, and it, with other
regiments, including the Forty-sixth, advanced and drove the enemy
out of the corn-field over another, in clover, into woods beyond both.
After this was accomplished there was a pause of about' a half hour

A

in the battle, with the exception of the artillery firing.
brigade advanced about this time out of the woods to our left, and, passing us,
pressed into those on our right, where they engaged the enemy, but
were compelled to retire in about fifteen minutes in great confusion.
They rushed past the regiments composing Crawford’s brigade, and imparted, to a great degree, the alarm which they themselves felt to some
of these regiments, which joined in their flight. The situation was most
battery a regular one, I think was wheeled into position
critical.
on the crest of the slope dividing the two skirts of woods, and opened
a tremendous fire of grape and canister upon the pursuing foe. No infantry at the time supported this battery. Colonel Knipe with his
colors and a small fragment of his regiment were all that showed any
organization in the neighborhood. Some general (name unknown) entreated him to rally what he could of the retreating regiments around his
standards and save the battery. This he succeeded in doing, the One
hundred and seventh New York responding to his entreaties and forming on his colors. Other regiments, seeing the posture of affairs, regained
their confidence and returned to the field. The battery was saved, the
enemy retreating to the woods, and the battle, as far as infantry was
concerned, on this part of the field, ended. By direction of General
Williams, the regiment what was left of it retired to the rear to enjoy
that rest of which they were so much in need.
Herewith is forwarded a list of the casualties of the day the killed,
wounded, and missing.* Among the former it grieves me to mention

—

A

—

—

—

—

A

nobler man, a truer friend, a
the name of Capt. George A. Brooks.
braver soldier, has not yet yielded up his life as a sacrifice to his country’s glory.
I am,

very respectfully, yours, &c.,

JAS.
Lieutenant- Colonel^

L.

SELFEIDGE,

Commanding Begiment.

The Commanding Officer,
First Brigade^ First Division, Banlcs^

Army

Corps.

No. 171.

Beport of Maj. Isaac L. Haldeman, One hundred and twenty fourth Pennsylvania Infantry, of the battle of Antietam.

Hdqrs. 124Tn Eegiment Pennsylvania Volunteers,
Maryland Heights, September 25, 1862.
would beg leave to report that on the morning of the
17th instant the One hundred and twenty-fourth Eegiment Pennsylvania

Dear

Sir

:

I
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Volunteers, commanded by Col. Joseph W. Hawley, was ordered to the
front about 7 o’clock. On reaching the extreme edge of the wood on
the east of the corn-field, our line was formed and stationed in a position
were then ordered to advance, a portion of our
behind the fence.
were
right extending across the road and beyond the grain-stacks.
led in line into the corn-field about 20 paces, and ordered to halt, as we
could not distinguish our own troops. It was here our colonel was
were then ordered to fall back to the edge of the cornwounded.
field and take position behind the fence, which was done in good order.
were again ordered to advance, when the right, advancing about
100 yards, received a raking fire from the enemy in the woods, which
was responded to by repeated volleys from our men, but the fire from
our left and the battery of the enemy on the right compelled us to again
battery now planted on the hill between the
fall back to the stacks.
wood and the corn-field and opposite the stacks, this portion of our
right was ordered to its support. The balance of the regiment followed
up the advance through the corn-field, making many successful charges
upon the enemy, until they were also ordered back to the support of
the battery.
The enemy’s batteries being silenced at this point, our regiment was
ordered to the rear by General Hancock, with instructions to hold ourselves in readiness to support the batteries on the right.
Eeceiving no further orders, we remained in our position with the One
hundred and twenty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers during the night.
I am, yours, very respectfully,
I. L.
M(\jor One hundred and twenty-fourth Beat. Pa. Vols.

We

We

We

We

A

HALDEMAN,

Knipe,
Commanding First Brigade^ First

Col. J. F.

Division^ Banks^ Corps.

No. 172.
Beport of Col. Jacob Riggins^ One hundred and twenty -fifth Pennsylvania
Infantry., of the battle of Antietam.

Hdqrs. One hundred and twenty-fifth Pa. Vols.,
Camp near Sandy Book, Md., September 22, 1862.

my

Sir 1 have the honor to report to you the part taken by
regiment
in the action near Sharpsburg on the 17th of September, 1862.
I was ordered by General Crawford to advance in close column, at
:

daylight, through some fields to a piece of woods where there was heavy
firing at that time going on.
I was then ordered into the woods and
then back again by General Crawford, then to throw out skirmishers
and again advance through the woods until I reached the other side of
the timber, and then deploy in line of battle and advance through the
fields and there halt.
At this place my command was exposed to a most
terrific fire of musketry, shot, and shell.
I then fell back a few rods,
by order of General Crawford, where I remained some minutes, and
was again ordered forward to the crest of a hill, which I was to hold.
At tills time some colonel, whose name I do not know, told me that
his troops were falling back for want of ammunition, and asked me to
advance to his support. I immediately reported this to General Crawford, who ordered me to advance at once.
I gave the command, and
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my meu

started forward with a yell, driving the enemy before them
and gaining possession of the woods. Here I took some prisoners,
whom I sent to the rear. Again I was ordered to advance and halt in

with a battery.

Before reaching the battery, though, I took a
prisoners, some of whom came running back with white
handkerchiefs tied on their guns and gave themselves up. At the
battery I gave the command for my men to lie down whilst awaiting
further orders. About this time the fire of the enemy slackened somewhat, only some shots from their sharpshooters being fired, and these at
mounted officers and the artillery horses. Previous to this General Mansfield fell, some of ffiiy men carrying him oti' the field on their muskets
General Hooker here came up to me
until a blanket was procured.
and inquired if any troops were in the woods in front. I replied,
line

number of

Nlone but rebels,’^ and that my command was in the front. While
talking to me, his horse was shot by some of the enemy^s sharpshooters.
He replied, “ I see,” turned
I remarked to him that his horse was shot.

and

Avent away.
In a short time I received an order to advance into the woods. I
gave the order, “ Porward,” my regiment advancing in splendid style,
and driving some South Carolina and Georgia troops back into the
woods. I halted at the edge of the woods, and ordered Captain McKeage,
This done, I
of Company G, to deploy his company as skirmishers.
again advanced a short distance in the woods, and halted again to examine the enemy’s position. 1 found him in force in my front and on
my right. On looking around I discovered myself without support
either in my rear or right, and, being the only mounted officer present,
I gave my horse to Lieutenant Higgins, and instructed him to ride back
to the general, inform him of my situation, and ask him to send me
support immediately, or I would be unable to hold my position, and
that the enemy would certainly flank me and cut me off, my command
being at this time in advance of the whole corps.
I now ordered Captain McKeage to advance cautiously with his skirmishers, and, at the same time, the regiment to advance to the crest of a
small hill. My skirmishers soon became engaged with the enemy, who
were advancing on my front in force. They continued to advance,
when I ordered my skirmishers to rally, and gave the command to commost destructive fire caused the enemy to halt. I
mence firing.
held him here for some time, until I discovered two regiments of them
moving around my right, while a brigade charged on my front. On
looking around and finding no support in sight, I was compelled to reHad I remained in my position two minutes longer I would have
tire.
I fell back to the rear of the first batteries,
lost my whole command.
when an artillery officer rode up to me, saying that his battery was on
the left front and entirely unsupported, and asking me if I would supI replied in the affirmative, and marched my command to
l)ort him.
the battery and took my position.
General Franklin now rode up, and inquiring what regiment this was,
I replied the One hundred and twenty-fifth Pennsylvania, when he said
my position was right and he was glad 1 was there, and ordered me to
remain there, which I did. I staid here until, the One hundred and
twenty-fourth Pennsylv^ania coming up, under command of its major.
General Franklin ordered me to form it in my rear and take command
of both regiments.
My adjutant, li. M. Johnston, who acted as major in the absence of
Major Lawrence, who has been in the Georgetown hospital for some
time, fell, mortally wounded. His conduct on the field during the whole
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action was most g-allant. All my officers and men behaved in splendid
style, particularly Captain McKeage and his company, who acted as
skirmishers during the engagement.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

JACOB HIGGINS,

Colonel^

Comdg. One hundred and twenty-fifth Eegt. Pa,

Vols.

Col. J. F. Knipe,
Forty-sixth Pa. VoJs., Comdg. 1st Brig.., 1st Biv., Banks’ A. G.

No. 173.
Report of Maj. Joel B. Wanner, One hundred and twenty-eighth Pennsylrania Infantry, of the battle of Antietam.

Hdqes. One hundred and twenty-eighth Pa. Vols.,
Camp on Maryland Heights, Md., September 23, 1862.
Colonel Croasdale, in command of the One hundred and twenty-eighth
Kegimeut Pennsylvania Volunteers, having been killed, and Lieutenant-Colonel Hammersly so badly wounded as not to be able to attend
to the duties, it becomes my duty as next in command to report to you
the position and part taken by the regiment in the fight on the 17th
instant.

Having been ordered under arms before daylight, we were formed in
column of divisions and marched toward the scene of action about 6
o’clock, and when in the woods directly in front of the enemy General
Mansfield commanded the colonel to deploy his regiment, but as the
regiment was new and inexperienced (having been in existence but five
weeks), and being within range of the enemy, who were concealed in a
about 60 or 70 yards distant, thus bringing us
under fire immediately, there was much confusion in accomplishing the
movement. Before they could be deployed, in fact very soon after
giving the order. Colonel Croasdale was killed by a ball through the
head, and about the same time Lieutenant-Colonel Hammersly was
wounded in two places in the arm. I endeavored to finish the deployment, but it being the first time the regiment had ever been under fire, I
found it impossible to do so in the excitement and confusion. At the
suggestion of Colonel Knipe, of the Forty-sixth Kegiment Pennsylvania
Volunteers, I ordered the regiment to charge into the corn-field and dislodge the enemy, while the regiment on our right was charging into the
woods. They started off in gallant style, cheering as they moved, and
penetrated the corn field, but, inconsequence of the overpowering numbers of the enemy concealed, were compelled to fall back, which they did

corn-field in front of us,

in tolerable order.

The Forty-sixth Kegiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, Colonel Knipe
commanding, were on our left and held their position. I attempted, with
the assistance of Colonel Knipe and Lieutenant-Colonel Selfridge, of the
same regiment, to rally and form my men on their right. While thus
employed we were ordered to fall back to the woods, by order of General
Williams, and another brigade advanced to relieve ns.
I desire here to bear testimony to the bravery and gallantry of Colonel
Knipe and Lieutenant-Colonel Selfridge, of the Forty-sixth Kegiment
Pennsylvania Volunteers, and at the same time thank them for the
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valuable assistance reudered myself and the officers under me after
the fall of Colonel Oroasdale.
I have sent in a report of the casualties.*
I have the honor to be^ your obedient servant,
JOEL B. WANNER,
Major, Commanding,
Col. J. F. Knipe,
Commanding First Brigade.

No. 174.

H. Gordon, TJ. 8. Army, commanding Third
Brigade, of the battle of Antietayn.

Bexjort of Brig. Gen. George

Hdqrs. 1st Div., Gen. Williams’ (late Banks’) Corps,
Maryland Heights, September 24, 1862.
Sir: In conformity with orders emanating from headquarters of the
corps, I have the honor to report upon the part taken by my brigade, the
Third of the First Division of your corps, in the recent battle of Antietam, near Sharpsburg, on the 17th instant:
The enemy, routed at passes of the South Mountain on the 14th, were
rapidly pursued and brought to a stand near Sharpsburg, on the westerly
side of Antietam Creek, on the 16th instant. Massed in rear of our forces,
drawn up in line of battle under General McClellan, this corps, remaining inactive during the day, was moved on the night of the 16th and
morning of the 17 th to the right of our line to strengthen General Hooker,
who had at noon of the 16th crossed the creek and engaged the enemy’s
advance.
Just after the break of day we were aroused from a brief slumber by
sharp tiring of musketry in front of General Hooker’s position. The
corps, then commanded by the lamented General Mansfield, was by that
officer immediately put in motion.
My brigade, formed in columns of
battalions closed in mass, I directed toward a battery which 1 was ordered to support, but before reaching the same I received a countermanding order to move forward with all possible dispatch to the support
of General Hooker, then severely pressed. I moved accordingly my
ployed masses by the flank at double-quick, gradually gaining deployment
distance, thus throwing forward in line of battle on the right the Second
Massachusetts Regiment, Colonel Andrews in the center the Third Wisconsin, Colonel Ruger; on the left the Twenty-seventh Indiana, Colonel
Colgrove. The One hundred and seventh New York Regiment, Colonel
Yan Valkenburgh, I held in reserve, throwing them into the edge of a
piece of woods on the left, which I was informed by an aide of General
Hooker, who met me advancing, was to be held at all hazards. The
only remaining regiment of my brigade, the Thirteenth New Jersey, I
had, by direction of General Mansfield, thrown into the edge of a piece of
woods behind my first position as a reserve. This regiment remained
as posted during the deployment of my line and the posting of the One
hundred and seventh New York.
While moving forward the three regiments referred to, an aide of General Hooker’s, galloping rapidly toward my command, begged me to
hurry forward. It was apparent, from the steady approach of the sound
;

*
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of musketry, that the enemy were advancing. Their shouts of exultation could be distinctly heard as the line of my deployed battalion, sustained on the right by Crawford’s brigade and on the left by Greene’s
Before
division, both of our own corps, advanced boldly to the front.
the impetuous charge and the withering fire of our line, the enemy halted,
wavered, fled in confusion, and sought shelter in the woods opposite
from whence he had emerged. I immediately ordered the One hundred
and seventh New York to support the movement of my advance line,
at the same time sending my aide. Captain Wheaton, to bring up the
e now held possession of the field, had driven
Thirteenth New Jersey.
the enemy into the concealment of the woods, and, by a partial change
of front forward on our left, were advancing toward the center of the
general line of battle.
General Mansfield had been mortally wounded at the commencement
of the action while making a bold reconnaissance of the woods through
wfoich we had just dashed. The command of the corps here devolved
upon you.
My brigade was now drawn up in two lines. In the first, the Second
Massachusetts and the One hundred and seventh New York Eegiments;
in the rear, the Third Wisconsin and Twenty-seventh Indiana. These
In the others the casualties
latter regiments had suftered considerably.
were at this time re-enforced by General
had been unusually light.
Sumner’s corps, who, coming with shouts to the field, pushed across into
the woods containing the enemy, and engaged him with ardor.
By your direction, I formed my brigade in line of battle in the edge
of the woods through which we had charged. General Sumner’s corps
soon became warmly engaged. It was apparent that the rebels had
received very strong re-enforcements. The tide of battle again turned.
Our forces were compelled to fall slowly back behind batteries posted
More than
in front of the woods the enemy had tried vainly to enter.
driving our forces from the woods the enemy did not essay, or if he did,
was foiled. The next movement of my brigade I am called on to report
was ordered by General Sumner, through you. It was to move up toward the woods in front, to support the troops there. The order, most
urgent and imperative, furnished the only information I possessed that
our forces had again entered the woods in our front. 1 deemed it of
the utmost importance that my command should move forward with the
I therefore in person gave the order to the regileast possible delay.
ments nearest me, without the formation of my entire brigade, intending
to bring up other regiments to support or continue the line, as circumstances might require.
The Second Massachusetts and the Thirteenth New Jersey Regiments
were immediately put in motion. The Third Wisconsin and Twentyseventh Indiana Regiments, which, as before stated, had sufiered seriously in a previous encounter with the enemy, were lying about 200
yards in front, concealed from the view of the enemy by a slight ridge.
The One hundred and seventh New York was posted some distance to
the left. The Second Massachusetts and Thirteenth New Jersey pushed
forward, with great alacrity, sufficiently far to find that the troops to be
supported had retired, that a large force of the enemy lay concealed
in the woods, while a not inconsiderable number showed themselves in
the open fields beyond. These regiments were received with a galling
fire, which they sustained and returned for a brief period, then fell
back upon their supports. So strong was the enemy, that an addition
of any force I could command would only have caused further sacrifice,

W

We

without gain.
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Second Massachusetts was severe. Here fell, mortally
Wilder Dwight, of this regiment, bravely fighting
for his country.
An official paper is not the place to express the sadness the death of this gallant officer brings to the regiment, in which his
loss in the

wounded, Lieut.

Ool.

presence was so much felt, as well as to many friends serving in the
army, to whom he was much endeared.
I halted my command to report to you, sir, the position of the enemy,
and was ordered to form a supporting line behind batteries in position
on the left. The rebel lines again advancing, I then forwarded a portion of my brigade to support those nearly in front, while the One hundred and seventh New York Regiment was directed to support Captain
Cothran’s battery on the left. This tine regiment, but just organized
and brought into the field, in this battle for the first time under fire,
moved with steadiness to its perilous position, and maintained its ground
until recalled, though exposed to a front fire from the enemy and a fire
over its head from batteries in its rear.

*

About this time, in the order of events as narrated, I received an
urgent call from General Greene, commanding the Second Divison of
our corps, to send him any re-enforcements I might have and could spare.
General Greene at this time was gallantly holding a portion of the woods
to the left, the right of which was held by the enemy in force. I directed
the Thirteenth New Jersey, Colonel Carman, to support him. This regiment, also for the first time this day under fire, moved boldly and in an
-orderly manner toward General Greene’s position, and I am much gratified to report that the general has spoken to me of their conduct in
terms of high commendation. The services of my brigade during a portion of the remainder of the day were confined to forming a supporting
line to fresher troops in our front.
Again, however, late in the afternoon, was I called into action by a
direct order, addressed in person by General McClellan to my brigade,
to support General Franklin in his intended movement to the front upon
the disputed woods. In conformity with this order, I formed my brigade
in line of battle directly in rear of General Newton’s brigade, of General Franklin’s corps, and enacted orders from that officer, to whom I
had sent a

staff officer to report

my

position.

Captain Wheaton, my aide, immediately brought mean order to move
my brigade to the support of a battery, on the contested field, somewhat
to the left and about 300 yards to the front of the position I then occupied.

The absence of General Crawford from the field, by reason of a slight
wound, placed me at this time in command of the First Division of the
corps. Turning over the command of my brigade to Colonel Euger, of
the Third Wisconsin, I conducted him to his assigned position, which he
held during the night of the 17th instant. The First Brigade (Crawford’s) of my division, commanded by Colonel Kuipe, of the Forty-sixth
Pennsylvania Regiment, was drawn up in line of battle, also supporting
General Franklin’s line, to the right of my original position.
Early in the morning the position of my division was again changed
to the same direction, but somewhat in advance of the position of the
evening before, supporting General Franklin. I held this line during
The morning of the 19th retile day and night of the 18th instant.
vealed the fact that the enemy had fied under cover of the night.
Thus terminated a bloody and obstinate contest. From sunrise to
sunset the waves of battle ebbed and flowed. Men wrestled with each
other in lines of regiments, brigades, and divisions, while regiment,
brigade, and division faded away under a terrible fire, leaving long lines
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of dead to mark where stood the living. Fields of corn were trampled
into shreds, forests were battered and scathed, huge limbs sent crashing to the earth, rent by shell or round shot. Grape and canister
mingled their hissing scream in this hellish carnival, yet within all this
and through it all the patriots of tlie North wrestled with hearts strong
and nerve unshaken wrestled with the rebel hordes that thronged and
pressed upon them as to destruction ; never yielding, though sometimes
halting to gather up their strength ; then with one mighty bound throwing themselves upon their foes, to drive them into their protecting forest
slept upon the bloody field of our victory.
beyond.
I cannot too highly praise the conduct of my brigade of regiments,

—

We

The Second Massachusetts, Colonel Andrews the Third
Wisconsin, Colonel Kuger; the Twenty-seventh Indiana, Colonel Colgrove, I had a right to expect much of. 1 was not disappointed. Veterans of Winchester and Cedar Mountain, they can add to their laurels
the battle of Antietam Creek. In this battle, I believe unparalleled in
this war in severity and duration, from sunrise to sunset ever under
fire, at times very severely, never free from musketry or artillery, officers and men behaved with most praisewor thy intrepidity and coolness.
The One hundred and seventh New York, Colonel Van Valkenburgh,
and the Thirteenth New Jersey, Colonel Carman, being new troops,
might well stand apjralled at such exposure, but they did not flinch in
the discharge of their duties. I have no words but those of praise for
They fought like veteran soldiers, and stood shoulder
their conduct.
to shoulder with those who had borne the brunt of war on the Peninsula,
They
in the Shenandoah Valley, and from Fort lioyal to the Raiiidan.
were led by those who inspired them with courage, and they followed
with a determination to conquer or die. If I make special mention of
the One hundred and seventh New York Volunteers, of my brigade, it
is that I may speak of its colonel and lieutenant-colonel. Colonel Van
Valkenburgh and Lieutenant-Colonel Diven, both of whom, members
of the present Congress, have left their Congressional duties to organize and bring into the field this fine regiment for their country’s service.
The example of these gentlemen, leading their men into the fight, cheering them onward, themselves thoughtless of exposure, prominent in the
advance, bearing extraordinary fatigues without a murmur, shows a willingness to sacrifice their comfort and their lives for their country. Let
others of our prominent men do as they have done, are doing, and the
rank and file of our country will throng to follow such earnest leaders.
I owe especial thanks to the Hon. Charles R. Train, who volunteered
his services on my staff at a time when fatiguing labor and most arduous service had deprived me of all my aides save one officer. This
gentleman also has shown his willingness to lay down his life in his
country’s cause. The invasion of the loyal North called him from his
Congressional duties and his home at a moment’s notice. No fatigues,
though excessive, no danger, though most perilous, deterred him from
moving forward whenever he could render assistance in beating back
the invading foe.
To Capt. Charles Wheaton, jr., my aide, I am again indebted for valuable services, ever exposed and ever ready to move cheerfully into dangers, at a time when I was deprived of the valuable services of my adjutant-general, Capt. H. B. Scott, who was worn out by fatigue and exposure
in the Army of the Potomac.
I cannot close this report without a recognition of the valor of the
rank and file of my command. Every soldier, commissioned, non-commissioned, and private, deserves a nation’s thanks. I carried into action,
32 R R VOL XIX, PT I
old and new.
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and enlisted men, about 2,210. My losses are as follows
72 killed, 548 wounded, and 29 missing.*
I inclose, with my own, detailed reports from colonels of regiments
showing the services by them and their commands performed on this
eventful day, as well as a list of killed, wounded, and missing, by name.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

in officers

GEO. H. GORDON,
Brig. Gen., Comdg. First Div., Ttvelfth {late BanltS^) Corps.

Alpheus S. Williams,
Commanding Twelfth Corps.

General

No. 175.
Report of Col. ^ilas Colgrove, Ticenty -seventh Indiana Infantry, of the
battle of Antietam.

Hdqrs. Twenty-seventh Regiment Indiana Yols.,
September 22, 1802.

Sir I beg leave to submit the following report of the part taken by
my regiment (Twenty-seventh Indiana Yolunteers) in the action of the
:

17th instant, near Sharpsburg, Md.
About sunrise in the morning I received orders to get my regiment
under arms. I immediately formed my regiment in column by battalions
closed in mass, right in front. The brigade was promptly moved to the
front, the Second Massachusetts occupying the right, the Third Y^isconsin second, my regiment third, the One hundred and seventh New York
fourth, and the Thirteenth New Jersey the left or rear. In this position
the brigade was moved forward, I should judge, a distance of twothirds of a mile. At this point, as by this time the action had become
general and severe on our left, under your direction, the brigade was
immediately moved to the left. The Second Massachusetts, Third Wisconsin, and Twenty-seventh Indiana Regiments moved to a point designated by you, and formed their line of battle on a swell of ground
immediately in front of acorn-field, in which the battle had been raging
Our troops in the corn-field, a part of General Hooker’s
for some time.
division, had been badly cut up, and were slowly retreating.
Y^hen we
first gained our position, the corn-field, or nearly all of it, was occupied
by the enemy. This field was on a low piece of ground, the corn very
heavy and serving to some extent to screen the enemy from view, yet the
colors and battle-tiags of several regiments appearing above tlie corn
clearly indicated the advance of the enemy in force. Immediately in
front or beyond the corn-field, upon open ground at a distance of about
400 yards, were three regiments in line of battle, and farther to the right,
on a high ridge of ground, was still another regiment in line diagonally
to our line. When we first took our position it was impossible to immediately open fire upon the enemy without firing into our own troops,
who Avere retreating out of the corn-field. As soon as these troops had
filed past my left, I immediately ordered my regiment to fire, which was
done in good order. The firing was very heavy on both sides, and
must have continued for more than two hours without any change of
position on either side. It Avas very evident from the firing that the
enemy was greatly superior in numbers at this point. The only force
during this time at this place engaged was the three old regiments of
But

see revised statement, p. 199.
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At one time during this part of the engagement the fire
enemy was so terribly destructive it seemed that our little force

your brigade.
of the

would be entirely annihilated.
After the fight had raged for about two hours without any perceptible advantage to either side, some of our forces (I have never learned
whose) came up on our left in a piece of woods on the left of the cornThis fire and ours
field, and opened an enfilading fire upon the enemy.
They broke and tied, in
iu their front soon proved too hard for them.
utter confusion, into a piece of woods on the right. We were then
ordered to fix bayonets and advance, which was promptly done. Advancing through the corn-field, we changed front to the right by throwing our left forward. We had advanced over the larger portion of the
ground when we were ordered to halt. I soon discovered that General
Sumner’s corps had arrived and were fresh, not yet having been in the
action, and the work of dislodging the enemy from the woods, designed
for your shattered brigade, had been assigned to them.
At a later hour in the day my regiment and the Third Wisconsin were
ordered to advauce nearly over the same ground to the support of the
Second Massachusetts, Thirteenth New Jersey, and One hundred and
seventh New York, who had been posted in or near the woods held by
the rebels, to the rear of the corn field. We promptly advanced nearly
to the woods, but before we could get there our forces had been cut up
and had fallen back. The two regiments held their position until the
enemy had been driven back by a well-directed shower of grape and
canister from one of our batteries, after which we took up a position in
rear and in support of the batteries. The Twenty-seventh Regiment, as
well as the balance of your brigade, was under arras from before sunrise
until after dark, and although the main part of the fighting they were
engaged in occurred in the fore part of the day, yet during the whole day'
they were frequently exposed to heavy' fire from the enemy’s artillery.
At night I was temporarily, by you, placed in command of the brigade,
and the whole brigade marched to the front and nearest the enemy in
support of our batteries in front. Although our men had gone into the
fight without breakfast and had fought all day, they performed this
arduous duty at night, not only without grumbling but with cheerfulness.

Subsequent events of the day have disclosed to us that the troops
your brigade so bravely fought and conquered at the battle of Antietam
were the same troops you fought at Winchester on the 25th of May^ last
Ewell’s old division, eight regiments Louisiana, Georgia, and South
Carolina regiments. I am proud to be able to report to y^ou that I believe every' officer and man of my regiment who went into the fight with
me did his whole duty. I saw no man or officer who took a backward
step during the whole day unless ordered to do so.
1 went into the fight with 443, rank and file.
My loss in action was, in
killed, 17, in wounded, 192.
Most of the wounds are slight, many, however, severe and mortal. Quite a number of amputations have been
necessary. Twelve deaths among the wounded have been reported to
me. A list of killed and wounded is herewith submitted.*

—

Y^our obedient servant.
S.

COLGROYE,

Colonel Twenty -seventh Eegiment Indiana Volunteers.
Brig. Gen.

George H. Gordon,

Comdg. 3d

Brig.., \st Div.^
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No. 17G.
Report of Col. George L. Andrews., Second Massachusetts Infantry^ of the
battle of Antietam.

Hdqrs. Second Eegiiment Massachusetts ’Vols.,
Camp near Sandy Hook, Aid., September 23, 1862.
Sir: I compliance with orders from division headquarters, I have
the honor to submit the following report of the part taken
the Second
Eegiment Massachusetts Volunteers in the battle of September 17, 1862,
near Sharpsburg, Md.:
The evening preceding, tbe regiment was ordered forward to a place
near the battle-field, to be in readiness, with other forces, to support
Ge neral Hooker. The men were here allowed a few hours’ rest. At
about 0 o’clock in the morning of the 17th the regiment moved with the
rest of the Third Brigade, in column, to a point still nearer the scene of
action, which had already commenced.
From this point, after a short
interval, a part of the brigade, including this regiment, which was on
the right, was marched forward in column by battalion, with deploying
intervals.
Having reached the farther edge of a wood in front, tbe
columns were deployed in line and ordered to advance against the enemy,
who occupied a wood opposite the left of the brigade and a corn-field in
front of the center and right. This regiment, with the rest of the brigade, advanced, passing through one of our batteries, by which its movements were necessarily much impeded, and was halted in an orchard,
some 75 yards in advance of the j^osition taken by the other regiments
of the brigade. I formed the regiment in a broken line the left perl)endicular and the right parallel to the line of the other regiments. In
front of the right, about 50 yards distant, were two regiments lying
down. From my position a fire was opened, so directed as to cross that
of the rest of the brigade, and which was delivered with perfect coolness, and evidently with great effect. I here witnessed the gallant manner in which the Third Wisconsin, under Colonel Euger, sustained and
replied to a destructive fire. The enemy was soon driven from his position, when our line was ordered to advance through the corn-field.
The
enemy fled from this part of the field, leaving it thickly strewn with his
dead and wounded. The regiment was halted near one of our batteries,
which was playing upon the enemy, receiving his fire in return. Up to
this time the loss in this regiment had been very small.
Soon after this the corps of General Sumner passed us, advancing to
attack the enemy in his near position, which was in a thick wood his
line being nearly at right angles with that of the Third Brigade when
advancing to the attack. The front of the brigade was then changed
so as to take a position in the woods from which the enemy had been
driven, and which was directly opposite the wood above mentioned.
At about 12 o’clock (m.) this regiment, with the rest of the brigade, was
ordered forward to the support of General Sumner’s corps. The regiment advanced in line, the Thirteenth New Jerseys on its right, to a lane,
fenced on both sides, which offered a partial cover, and which was about
100 yards from the wood held by the enemy. Here the regiment received
a very heavy fire from a large body of the enemj^ i^osted in the woodsi
Our fire was opened in return but the enemy having greatly the advantage, both in numbers and position, his fire became very destructive.*
Being unsupported, it was impossible to advance and a useless sacrifice
of life to keep my position. The regiment was accordingly marched
back in perfect order to the position from which it had advanced. This
;

—

;

;
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some unimportant changes, was retained

until evening,

when the regiment, with the rest of the brigade, was ordered forward
opposite the left of the wood held by the enemy to support our batteries.
,

Here it remained until the next morning.
Too much praise cannot be given to the officers and men of the regimeut for their bravery and steadiness under the fire of the enemy, and
I would include in
for their general good conduct throughout the day.
this commendation the few remaining men of the company of Zouaves
d’Afrique attached to this regiment their only remaining officer was
necessarily absent, sick. Assistant Surgeon Stone, with his hospital
attendants and the detachment of recruits detailed to take care of the
wounded, rendered most efficient service. Although there was little
;

opportunity for individuals to distinguish themselves, yet several of the
non-commissioned officers and privates wei:e conspicuous for bravery,
coolness, and good conduct in action. They will be properly noticed.
I have to lament the loss of Lieut. Col. Wilder Dwight, who fell,
mortally wounded, at the lane above mentioned, while displajdng his
usual coolness and courage under the tire of the enemy. The loss of
this gallant officer, so beloved by officers and men, is most severely felt
but he has added another bright name to the glorious list of brave and
noble men who have freely given their lives in the cause of their country.
Captain Francis and Lieutenants Crowninshield and Mills were wounded,
the latter severely. Of non-commissioned officers and privates, 12 were

wounded, and 2 are missing. Of the company of Zouaves
d’Afrique, 3 were wounded, 1 of whom is missing.
1 inclose the list of killed, wounded, and missing, called for by orders
from division headquarters.*
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
L.
Colonel Second Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers,
killed, 51

GEORGE

Brig. Gen.

ANDREWS,

George H. Gordon,

Commanding

First Division^ Banlcs’

Army

Corps.

No. 177.
Report of

Col.

Ezra A. Carman, Thirteenth New Jersey Infantry, of
battle

the

of Antietam,

Hdqrs. Thirteenth Regiment New Jersey Yols.,
Camp on Maryland Heights, September 24, 1862.
Captain I have the honor of reporting the part performed by my
command in the action at Antietam Creek, near Sharpsburg, on Wed:

nesday, September 17, 1862
At daybreak on the morning of that day I was ordered to advance
with the brigade to the support of General Hooker’s corps, then hotly
pressed by the enemy. Advancing in brigade line, I formed to the
right of the One hundred and seventh New York, where we were exposed for a few minutes to a very heavy artillery fire. 1 was then ordered by General Gordon to advance through the corn-field on the right
across the road and down into a thick wood to support General Sumner’s corps.
Advancing through the corn-field up to the road, I was
fired into by the enemy, who had driven General Sumner’s corps from
*

Embodied
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Seeing that my whole command would he annihilated if I
advanced, and knowing that General Sumner’s corps had been driven
from the wood, I formed my line and prepared to dispute the advance
of the foe. Their lire into my line was heavj", aud after a stand of a few
minutes I was obliged to retire. I report, with regret, the loss of a gallant officer at this place, Capt. H. 0. Irish, of Company K, who fell at
the head of his company while directing their fire.
After retiring about 200 yards to the rear aud reforming my command,
I was orders d to suiiport General Greene’s brigade, then in possession
of the wood near the school-house, but heavily’ iiressed by a superior
force of the enemy. 1 advanced to this position, formed on the right of
General Greene’s brigade, and engaged the enemy for an hour. Being
flanked on the right, the whole brigade was obliged to retire, which
they did in very good order, followed by the enemy for a short distance.
The farther pursuit of the enemy was checked by the rapid and eft'ective
fire of the battery attached to this brigade, under command of Captain
Cothran. 1 again formed my command in line, waiting for an attack
or an order to advance, but was not again called on.
I mention with pleasure the heroic conduct of James Kilroy, a private
in Comj)any G, of this regiment, who, when the color-bearer was disabled, volunteered to carry the honored emblem, and did so, always
pressing forward until severely wounded. I append a list of my killed,
wounded, and missing.*
I am, vours, truly,
E. A. CARMAN,
the wood.

Colonel,

Commanding Thirteenth Neiv Jersey

Volunteers.

Captain Smith,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 178.

Van Vallcenhurgh, One hundred and seventh
Infantry, of the battle of Antietam.

Repo7't of Col. Robert B.

New York

Hdqrs. One hundred and seventh Regt. N. Y. Vols.,
Near Maryland Heights^ September 21, 1862.
General: On the morning of the 17th instant we were formed in
line of battle, under your immediate supervision, in the corn-field, nearly
opposite to the woods which were then in the possession of the rebels.
After being thus formed we were moved by the left fiauk into the woods
upon the left of the corn-field, and directly in front of the above-mentioned woods. These we were directed to hold at all hazards. Soon,
however, the enemy gave way in front, and by your direction my com-

mand charged across the intervening plowed field at double-quick, i)assing entirely through the narrow belt of woods which had been the scene
of conflict, aud reached the lane and fence upon the opposite side.
During the whole time we had been under constant fire, and as we
crossed the belt of woods were under a perfect hail-storm of shell, round
We were then ordered to shield ourselves from
shot, and musketry.
the enemy’s fire by lying down near the fence. While here we lost a
number of our men in killed and wounded.
In about an hour we received an order from you to retire into the
Embodied
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line of battle, which I was in the act of obeying
as I understand by your directions, ordered me

to return and support Cothran’s battery, which was doing good execution upon the right of the woods. I obeyed the order, formed my men
in line of battle in front of the enemy, marched up to the battery, occupied the position assigned to us until past 3 o’clock, when the battery
were
and my regiment were relieved by General Slocum’s division.
under severe tire from early in the morning until about 4 o’clock. The
officers and men, so far as I know, of the One hundred and seventh
Eegiment behaved well, and obeyed every order with alacrity. During
the time I was supporting Cothran’s battery, General Greene directed
me to send two companies as skirmishers into the woods immediately in
I detailed Company I, Captain Colbj^, and Company E, Captain
front.
Morgan, to that duty. They did it in gallant style, but found the road
and woods teeming with rebels.
Capt. E. Chalmers Clark, a brave officer, while in the active discharge
of his duty on the field, fell, seriously wounded through the left breast
by a musket-ball. Capt. W. F. Fox was injured by the concussion of a

We

and Lieutenant Gleason was wounded in the leg.
commend the coolness and bravery of Captain Cothran,
who was in command of the battery. Ilis decision and promptness, in
my opinion, contributed in a great measure to the sustaining of that
shell,

I desire to

position.

Inclosed herewith I send a list of killed and wounded so far as I have
been able to ascertain them.*
I am, general, yours, very respectfully,

E. B.
Co?.,

General

YAN YALKENBUEGH,

Comdg. One hundred cmd seventh Begt. Neiv Yorh

Yols.

George H. Gordon.

No. 179.
Report of Col. Thomas

II.

Buger, Third Wiseonsin Infantry^ of the battle
of Antietam.

Hdqrs. Third Eegiment Wisconsin Yolunteers,

Camp near Sandy Eooh, Md.j September 22, 1802.
Sir I have the honor to submit the following brief report of the
part taken by the Third Eegiment Wiscousin Yolunteers in the battle
fought near Sharpsburg, Md., on the 17th day of September, 1862
The regiment arrived at the position assigned it, in company with
other regiments of the brigade, between the hours of 6 and 7 a. m.
The particular place occupied by the regiment was a knoll overlooking a corn-field, from which, as the brigade arrived, the enemy were
driving our troops, belonging to some other brigade. The regiment
suffered somewhat before the coi;n-field was sufficiently clear of our
:

own

troops to render it safe to fire. The fire of the enemy was returned
with steadiness and spirit for a long time, until the ammunition in the
boxes became nearly exhausted, and in some cases quite so. At one
time the enemy had succeeded in advancing to within about 100 yards,
at which point he became exposed to a cross-fire from the Second Massachusetts Yolunteers, on my right. The combined fire of the regi-
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merits of the brigade particularly engaged at the point referred to the
Second Massachusetts, Twenty-seventh Indiana, and Third Wisconsin
drove the enemy rapidly out of the corn-field and into the woods. At
this time an advance was ordered, and was being executed, with bayonets fixed, for the purpose of charging. Before any considerable distance was made, however, the corps of General Sumner came upon the
field in two or three lines, which were perpendicular, or nearly so, to
our line, which compelled a halt of our line. Yery soon the troops, or
some portion of them, that had parsed and gone into the woods into
which the enemy had been driven from the corn-field, came back in
some disorder.
The regiment, with others of the brigade, was now placed by a change
of front in position to support a battery, covering the retreat of the
troops driven back from the woods. During the remainder of the day
the regiment, with others of the brigade, continued in position as support to batteries, being exposed at times to the fire of the enemy’s
shells.
The total number carried into action was, officers and men,
about 340. The loss in killed, wounded, and missing was 198. I regret
to report that most of the officers wounded were so severely wounded
as to prevent return to duty for some time. Out of 12 officers with the

regiment during the action, but 4 escaped untouched.
Accompanying is a list of killed, wounded, and missing.* It has
been impossible in many cases to ascertain the character of the wounds.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOS. H. KUGER,
Colonel^ Commanding Third Wisconsin Volunteers.
Capt.

Charles Wheaton,

Jr.,

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Third Brigade,

No. 180.
8. Greene, TJ. 8. Army, commanding 8econd
Division, of the battle of Antietam.

Report of Brig. Gen. George

Hdqrs. Second Division, Twelfth

Army

Corps,

8eptember 29, 1862.
General I have the honor to report the operations of this division
in the battle of Antietam, on the 17th instant.
The division went into action with three brigades. First Brigade
(Geary’s), under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Tyndale: Twentyeighth Pennsylvania, Fifth and Seventh Ohio, and Sixty-sixth Ohio (the
Twenty-ninth Ohio was on detached service). Second Brigade (Prince’s),
under command of Colonel Staiorook, of the One hundred and ninth
Pennsylvania: The One hundred and eleventh Pennsylvania, Third
Maryland, and One hundred and second New York (the One hundred
and ninth Pennsylvania was on detached service). Third Brigade Purnell Legion, Maryland Volunteers, Seventy-eighth New York, Sixtieth
New York, and Third Delaware, under command of Colonel Goodrich.
The First District of Columbia Volunteers had, with the exception of
the colonel and adjutant, entirely disappeared from the command by
sickness and desertion. The a^regate present on the day of the action
:

:

was

2,504.

The

loss

was

in killed, 114;

wounded, 507; missing, 30;

total, 651.
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The division was carried into action about 6.30 a. m., under the orders
of Brigadier-General Mansfield. As we were going into action the Third
Brigade was detached to the right, leaving under my command the First
and Second Brigades, with an aggregate of 1,727. The division encounteiing the enemy in the first woods in our front drove them before it,
and, entering the open ground partly covered with corn, moved to the
left and took ijosition on the right of the post and rail fence inclosing
the field on the right of the burned house (Poffenberger’s). There was
a battery of brass guns at our left, which we protected. This battery
getting out of ammunition for long range was replaced by another.
While in this position the enemy formed iu strong force in the woods
The
to the right of the white brick church and advanced on our line.
line was advanced to the axle-trees of the guns, and delivered their fire
when the enemy were within 70 yards. They immediately fell back,
having suffered immense loss. The division advanced, driving the enemy from the woods near the church and occupying the woods. The
Purnell Legion joined us during the action. The Twenty-seventh Indiana was sent to our support, and, after doing good service, retired in
consequence of their ammunition being exhausted. The Thirteenth
New Jersey then joined the division, and assisted in holding the woods.
The x)osition of the division in the advanced woods was very critical.
were in advance of our line on the right and left of us. SumnePs
corps, which had advanced on our left, had retired, as had also the
troops on our right. Guns were sent for, and a section of Knap’s battery arrived, and were ordered to take position on our left. The ground
on our left and front Avas broken and wooded, and concealed the moveI xdaced the division in line, with the right
ments of the enemy.
fSrown back, and sent forward, skirmishers and sought re-enforcements
from General Williams. None were at the time available, and the
enemy advancing in large force, threatening to envelox) the small command, they AA^ere forced to retire. They rallied in the second line of
woods. They held the Avoods by the church nearly two hours, in advance of any other troox^s in their vicinit 3^ They were in action from

We

a. m. to 1.30 xl m.
After rallying our men

6.30

we were ordered to fallback, to allow the men
to rest and get Avater and clean their guns.
About 5.30 o’clock p. m.
the division was ordered by General McClellan to take x^osition in the
rear of Franklin’s corx^s, which Avas x>romx>tly done with the rest of your
command, where we lay on our arms through the night.
Colonel Goodrich, of the Sixtieth NeAV York, commanding Third Brigade, Avas killed early in the day while gallantly leading his command
into action, the command of the brigade devolving ux^on LieutenantColonel Austin, SeA^enty-eighth New York Volunteers, who remained
in command during the remainder of the day.
Lieutenant-Colonel Tyndale, Twenty-eighth PennsyKania Volunteers,
was severely wounded at the close of the action, having discharged his
duty through the day with great gallantry and zeal.
Where so many acted with distinguished gallantry it is imx)ossible
to designate all the individual officers entitled to notice.
Colonel Stainrook, Lieutenant-Colonel Lane, One hundred and second New York,
and Major Pardee deserve commendation for activity and gallantry
through the day. I commend to your consideration Dr. A. Ball, acting
medical director for the division, and the surgeons and assistants under
his orders, for the great care and zeal with Arhich they x^rovided for the
wonmled on the day of battle. To my staff’, Capt. C. P. Horton, assistant adjutant-general, and mj' aides. Lieutenant Shix)inan, and Lieut. C.
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T. Greene, my thanks are due for efficient service rendered during the
day. Lieutenant Greene, though young and fresh in the service, displayed great coolness under the most trying circumstances, and rendered

most

efficient service.

Very

respectfully,

vour obedient servant,

GEO.
Brig. Gen.j
Brig. Gen.

TJ.

8. F.,

Alpheus

S.

S.

GREENE,

Comdg. 2d Div.s 12th {Banhs’)

Army

Corps.

Williams,

Commanding Twelfth Army

Corps.

No. 181.
Report of Maj. Orrin J. Crane^ Seventh Ohio Infantry., commanding First
Brigade^ of the battle of Antietam.

Hdqrs. First Brig., Second Div., Banks’ Army Corps,
Loudoun Heights., Fa., September 25, 1862.
Sir I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken
by the First Brigade, Second Division, in the battle of Antietam, on the
:

17th September, 1862
The brigade was composed of the Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, Maj. Ario Pardee commanding Fifth Ohio Volunteers [Major
John Collins commanding; Seventh Ohio Volunteers], Maj. O. J. Crane
commanding, and the Sixty-sixth Ohio Volunteers, Lieut. Col. J^ugeue
Powell commanding. The brigade, under command of Lieut. Col. H.
Tyndale, Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania Volunteers, was formed at 5.30
a. m. in column of division, right in front.
It was then marched in column about 1 mile to a point of woods, where the enemy were in force
and had engaged our right, holding them in check.
At this point the order came to deploy column into line of battle,
which was promptly execute*d.
then advanced a short distance
into the woods, wTiere the enemy were formed under cover of a fence.
The action commenced. After exchanging a few shots the engagement
became general, which continued for an hour and a half of severe fighting, with great slaughter to the enemy, when the enemy gave way in
purconfusion and disorder before the furious onset of our troops.
sued them rapidly, capturing many prisoners, and strewing the ground
with their dead and w’ounded. After pressing them closely for a distance
of one-half mile, we were obliged to slacken our hre, as our ammunition
had given out, when, receiving a supply, we changed our line by the
right flank, and marched to an elevation, where we awaited the advance
of the enemy, who was advancing in column of regiments.
then
received orders to fall back under cover of the hill, and awaited the advance of the enemy ; wffien within a short range our troops were quickly
thrown forward to the top of the hill, where we poured into their advancing columns volley after volley. So terrific was the fire of our men that
the enemy fell like grass before the mower ; so deadly was the fire that
the enemy retired in great disorder, they not being able to rally their
retreating forces.
We charged them in a heavy piece of woods, driving them out of it, capturing a large number of prisoners (among them
was a lieutenant-colonel and a lieutenant), and made terrible havoc in
their ranks, covering the ground with the slain, many of them officers.
gained the woods, and held our i)osition fur two hours. We were
then ordered to retire, and be relieved by other troops, under the command of General Smith.
;

We

We

We

We
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It is impossible at this time to speak of individual bravery, but I can
say, without flattery, that all, both officers and men of the different regiments of the brigade, nobly stood by their colors, and did their duty
well on that eventful day. Lieutenant-Colonel Tyndale, while nobly
doing his duty, was severely wounded.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ORRIN

J.

CRANE,

Commanding Brigade.
Brigadier-General Greene,
Commanding Second Division.

No. 182.

Report of Maj. John

Collins^ Fifth

Ohio Infantry.^ of the

battle

of Antietam.

Headquarters Fifth Ohio Volunteer Infantry,
Loudoun Heights^

Fa., September 24, 1862.

On

the morning of the 17th, at 6 oViOck a. m., the Fifth Ohio Regiment, commanded by Maj. John Collins, was ordered to advance toward
the enemy on the right.* They proceeded in column by divisions until
arriving within short distance of the enemy, Avhen we deployed to the
right of the Twenty-eighth Petinsylvania, of the same brigade, thus
forming the right center, two Ohio regiments being deployed still farther
Our regiment then moved forward to the woods occupied
to our right.
by the rebels, and, after a short but severe contest, succeeded in driving
them before us. From the woods the enemy retired to a corn-field, followed by us, and while in the corn our regiment engaged a Georgia
legiment in a hand-to-hand combat, using clubbed guns, a portion of
the men having no bayonets. The enemy at this i)oint was severely punished. After a short resistance, the endmy again gave way, and, being
followed the retreating foe
closely pursued, sinstained great loss.
through the corn into an open field beyond, where, our men being out
of ammunition, we halted behind the brow of a hill until the cartridgethen advanced about 50 yards
boxes of the men were replenished.
farther, at which time the enemy were observed coming toward us.
Our
regimeiit laid down until they ai)proached quite near, when they suddenly raised and discharged a volley into their lines which caused them
We followed them, driving them through the
to retreat in confusion.
field into the woods in rear, and out of the woods into the corn still
farther beyond. The regiment at this time was so reduced, from wounds
iuid other causes, as to be unable to imrsue farther.
About the center of the woods we took a position which we held
until again out of ammunition, when, owing to the retreat of a regiment on our right, caused by the advance of a greatly superior force of
rebels, we were compelled, at about 1 o’clock p. m., to retire from our

We

We

liosition.

It is no flattery to say that officers and men did their duty bravely
during the whole of the six hours’ fire to which they were subjected.*

Very

respectfully.

JOHN COLLINS,
Major. Commanding Fifth Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

Maj. O. J. Crane.
* A medal of honor waa awarded to Private John P. Marphy, of this regiment, for
the capture of the flag of the Thirteenth Alabama Infantry.
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No. 183.

Report of Capt. Fred. A. Seymour., Seventh Ohio Infantry^ of the
Antietam.
IIdqrs.

hattl-e

of

Seventh Eeoiment Ohio Vols. (Infantry),
Loudoun

Heights., F«.,

September 25, 1862.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part
taken by the Seventh Ohio Eegiment in the late battle of the 17th day
of September, 1862
We formed in column of division, in compliance with orders from
Brigadier-General Greene, commanding Second Division, Twelfth Army
Corps. At 5.30 a m. we advanced in column of division to attack the
enemy, who were under cover of a piece of woods and who were engaging our right and holding our men in check. We then deployed in
line of battle to the right and advanced in line of battle into the woods,
where the enemy were lying in force. The engagement then became
general. After a half hour’s hard fighting on both sides, we succeeded in driving the enemy from his position under cov^^r of the
fence to the corn-field, when they fell back in confusion and disorder.
Our troops closely pursued them, capturing many prisoners and covering the ground with their dead and wounded- After pressing them
for 1 mile, they again took shelter under cover of a heavy piece of
woods, when, having exhausted our ammunition, our men rested on
their arms and waited half an hour for the ammunition to come up.
After replenishing the men with ammunition, we changed our line to
the right to an elevated piece of ground, and awaited the advance of
the enemy, who were charging on us from the woods en masse. Our
men, with coolness, waited until within 50 yards and then j^oured in a
scathing fire upon them, volley upon volley, until they were forced to
give way. Our men then closely pursued them back through a thick
piece of woods, which point we. held until ordered to retire.
Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
F. A. SEYMOUE,

Commanding Seventh Ohio

Captain.,

Crane,
Commanding

Maj. O.

Volunteers.

J.

First Brigade.

No. 184.
Report of Lieut.

Col.

Eugene PotvelU Sixty-sixth Ohio Infantry, of the
battle

of Antietam.

IIdqrs. Sixty-sixth Eeghment Ohio Volunteers,
Camp near HarpePs Ferry, Ya., September 25, 1862.
Sir In compliance to orders received from headquarters of First
Brigade, Second Division, Second Corps, Army of Virginia, I ha ve the
honor to make the following report of tbe part taken by the Sixty-sixth
Eegiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry in the late action near Sharpsburg,
Md., on the 17th instant:
The regiment moved to the field of battle in column, in company with
the Fifth and Seventh Ohio Volunteers (infantry), and Twenty-eighth
Pennsylvania Volunteers, composing the First Brigade, under command
of Lieut. Col. Hector Tyndale, of the Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania.
Moving in front of a piece of woods in which the enemy were in force,
:
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fire we were placed, having 2 wounded while we were
immediately deployed my regiment, and two high fences
were a serious obstacle to my deploying to the left. I formed in line of
I observed that the Seventh Ohio had
battle, moving to the right.
formed line in a similar manner, and I immediately attached my regiment on the left of the Seventh Ohio, and together we moved toward
the right of the line that the Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania were forming,
which brought us immediately in front of a line of the enemy drawn up
along a fence, in the edge of a corn-,field. We immediately opened fire
upon the enemy, who soon broke. We advanced, firing, in connection
with the other regiments composing the First Brigade.
The retreat of this line of the enemy soon became a rout. My regiment took a number of prisoners, who were sent to the rear. The regiment moved rapidly forward and formed, with the rest of the brigade,
under shelter of a small knoll, directly in front of the church on the
Sbarpsburg road. This regiment assisted in repulsing the several attacks made by the enemy to drive us from this position, and in their
last attack I was wounded by a musket-shot along the cheek and neck,
which disabled me from remaining on the field the rest of the day.
From the report of the acting adjutant of the regiment, we went into
action 120 strong, and this small force acted as efiiciently as it was possible for it to do.
1 had but two commissioned officers with me in the
action. Lieutenants Smith and Yagel, both of whom escaped unhurt.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

and under whose
in column, I

EUGENE POWELL,
Lieutenant- Colonel Sixty -sixth Ohio Vols.. Comdg. Regiment.

Maj. O. J. Crane,

Comdg. First Brig., Second Biv., Second Corps,

Army

of Ya.

No. 185.
Report of Maj. William Raphael^ Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry,
of the battle of Antiet am.

Hdqrs. Twenty-eighth Eegiment Pennsylvania Yols.,
Bolivar Heights, Va., September 23, 1862.

Major; On the morning of the 17th September, 1862, the regiment,
under command of Maj. Ario Pardee, jr., in compliance with orders from
commanding Second Division, Second Corps,
upon the enemy^s center, at 6 o^clock. After
severe fighting through a thick wood in which the enemy was concealed, we completely routed them, strewing the ground with their dead
and wounded. Tbe enemy gave way before us, and, upon our advancing rapidly, they abandoned three pieces of artillery one, a 12-pounder
iron gun, the other two, 12-pounder brass pieces. A most gallant charge
was made by the regiment. As the enemy advanced upon us the
second time we again drove them back, killing many. The regiment
then advanced to within 50 yards of the enemy’s lines, and held the position there until a regiment on the right gave way under a most galling
fire, when the regiment was compelled to fall back, o^ving to the supl)ly of ammunition being exhausted and the overwhelming force of the
enemy, advancing in three columns on our right, left, and center, threatening anniliilation to the small force in that position, numbering of the
regiment about 300 men, and of the Federal forces not exceeding 600.
At 1.30 p. m. tbe order was given to fall back, when the regiment
Brigadier-General Greene,

advanced

in line of battle
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retired about 200 yards to the rear, when it was relieved by forces under
command of General Smith.
It is impossible at this time to speak of individual bravery.* Suffice
it to say one and all, officers and men, could not possibly ‘have fought

with more determination.

Yerv

respectfully, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM EAPHAEL,
Major Twenty -eighth Regiment Pennsylvania

Vols.,

Commanding,

Maj. O. J. Crane,
Seventh Ohio Volunteers^ Commanding First Brigade,

Eo. 186.
Col. James C. Lane., One hundred and second JVew York
commanding Second Brigade.^ of the battle of Aniietam.

Report of Lieut.
Lnfantry.,

September

General

22, 1862.

have the honor

to report that the Second Brigade of this
division entered the field of battle on September 17, 1862, under command of Col. H. J. Stainrook, at about 6.30 a. m., the regiments marching in column of divisions. Iffie brigade consisted of the One hundred
:

I

and second hTew York Eegiment, One hundred and eleventh Pennsylvania Eegiment, and Third Maryland Eegiment, the One hundred and
ninth Pennsylvania Eegiment being on detached service. Line of battle
was formed in face of the enemy, and under fire, when the order was
given to charge, and the enemy was driven back over half a mile, and
batteries placed in position in front of the line gained. Soon after, the
right and center of brigade rose from behind the battery and again
drove the enemy some 500 yards through another piece of woods, with
great slaughter, the regiment on the left being ordered by General Sumner to remain behind the battery as a support.
At about 12 m. the brigade fell back, from lack of support and want
of ammunition, and at about 1 p. m. was drawn np in line about half a
mile to rear of line of battle and allowed to rest. At night-fall the command was again ordered under arms, and took position behind General
Franklin’s corps as a reserve, and slept on their arms, no alarm occurring to bring them into action.
In the absence, from sickness, of Colonel Stainrook, and being senior
officer reported present for duty, I have the honor to sign myself, very
respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAS.
Lieut. Col.

One hundred and second N. Y.

Brigadier-General

C.

Regt.,

LANE,
Comdg. Brig.

Greene,

Commanding Second

Bivision.

No. 187.
Report of Lieut.

Col.

Joseph M. Sudsburg, Third Maryland Infantry^ of
the battle of Antietam.

Near Sandy Hook, Md., September 22, 1862.
Sir: I hereby respectfully submit to you the following report con* A medal of honor was awarded to Corpl. Jacob G. Orth, Company D, of this regiment, for the capture of a hag supposed to belong to the Seventh South Carolina
Infantry.
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cerning the action of the Third Maryland Kegiment in the battle near
Sharpsburg on the 17th of this month
rested from 3 o’clock a. m. in a field about 1 mile from the bridge
over the Antietam. At 6.30 o’clock in the morning General Greene,
commanding the division, marched us from this field in column by companies, and, advancing in a southerly direction, we reached a point about
We here met the enemy, who was in
1 mile from our starting place.
possession of a piece of woods. Deploying in line of battle, we here
met our first loss 3 of our men fell. After a short but severe contest,
we drove the enemy out of this wood and across a newly plowed field.
This woods was filled with the wounded and dead of the enemy, who
had taken refuge behind one of the batteries in front and toward our
Arriving at the farther end of this field, we halted for some minleft.
Our left rested on a burning farmutes, in order to form again in line.
house, said to have been the commissary store-house of the enemy, who
had, before leaving, set fire to the same and thrown his salt in the well.
After again being formed, we advanced over a meadow toward the
battery of the enemy, who had vigorously shelled us during our advance
from the woods. Arriving behind the crest of a little elevation, we
were ordered to lie down and wait the arrival of a battery which had
been ordered to our support, and of wh‘ich a section shortly came up
full battery, said to have been Knap’s, came up
and unlimbered.
soon after and went directly into action. The enemy’s infantry advanced from the right, apparently designing to take our battery.
were ordered up, fixed bayonets, and charged forward past the battery,
which in the mean time had given the enemy the benefit of two rounds
drove the eneinj^, who flew before us across the fields
of canister.
and across the road leading from Bakersville to Sharpsburg. On the
other side of the road is a church or school-house, surrounded by woods.
Charging through this piece of woods, we drove the enemy out, and held
possession nearly two hours. The>enemy occupied a corn-field in front
of us, and, judging from his fire, must have been in strong force. In
this woods I lost most of my men.
I took 148 men into action.
Our
casualties amount to 1 killed and 25 wounded, some of whom have since
:

We

'

;

A

We

We

Four were missing.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. M. SUDSBUKG,
Commanding Third Regiment Maryland Volunteers.
Lieutenant-Colonel Lane,
Commanding Second Brigade.

died.

Ko. 188.
Report of Lieut.

Col.

James

C. Lane^

One hundred and second

New York

Infantry^ of the battle of Antietam.

IlDQRS.

One hundred and second Kew York State
Camp in

Vols.,

Field near Antietam Creek, September 18, 1862.
Colonel I have the honor to report that in the action of yesterday
the One hundred and second Kew York State Volunteers entered the
field for duty, according to orders, at 6.30 a. m., in common with the
rest of th« brigade; that we marched to the woods held by the rebels,
in close column by division, and that line of battle was formed by deployment of column. While the line was forming, under fire of the
:
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sliarpsliooters of the enemy, Capt. M. Eugene Cornell, of Company
of this regiment, fell, dead, at the front of his comD^aud while bringing
them into line, being shot through the heath After line was formed we
advanced in order, driving the rebels before us, this regiment going,
however, to the left of the brigade, and, after passing through the woods,
taking the left of the burning building in the field beyond. From this
building our men pursued the enemy to the corn-field in advance, where
the One hundred and second halted and commenced firing at a battery

which was playing on the right of the brigade, just beyond the cornfield.
This battery retired immediately after our opening fire upon it.
At this time I marched the regiment by the right flank to rejoin the
brigade, which was in position behind the battery of Parrott guns, to
the right of the corn-field. Soon after the brigade moved forward past
the battery, and drove the enemy through the woods beyond. The
One hundred and second, however, remained supporting the battery,
by order of General Sumner’s aide. This battery retired after expending its ammunition, and was replaced by a battery of brass guns, which
remained in position about twenty minutes, and returned, being threatened by a brigade of the enemy, the right of this brigade, being out of
ammunition and unsupported, retiring at the same time. The One hundred and second also retired, joining in with the rest of the brigade, and
were reformed into line by the general commanding division (General
Greene), at the rear of the woods behind the burning building. The
brigade was here rested, and, after some two hours, was again marched
one-half mile to the rear, and, after forming line, arms were stacked and
rations given out.
Very respectfulLv, your obedient servant,

JAS.
Lieut. Col.j Comdg.

C.

LANE,

One hundred and second Neic Yorh

Vols.

Colonel Stainrook,
Commanding Second Brigade.

No. 189.
Report of Maj. Thomas M. Walker., One hundred and eleventh Pennsylvania Infantry^ of the battle of Antietam.

Hdqrs. One hundred and eleventh Regt. Pa. Vols.,
September 22, 1862.

have the honor to report the part taken by the One hundred and
eleventh Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers in the battle on Antietam
Creek, Md., September 17, 1862.
We were moved during the night of the 16th from the center to the
right.
Arriving about midnight at the point for our bivouac, we rested
We
until awakened at daylight by the fire of the pickets in our front.
were soon formed in column closed in mass, and marched about threequarters of a mile to the front, and then halted to prepare breakfast.
While so doing we were suddenly ordered to fall in. We advanced in
column and deployed under fire of musketry, the enemy having driven
our forces for some way and occupying the woods in front of us. We
advanced and fired as we deployed, and by the time we reached the
woods were in line, closing up on the left of the First Brigade. We
swept the rebels from the woods, taking a large number of prisoners,
among them a number of officers.
Arriving at the far edge of the woods, we halted and engaged the
I

,

^
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enemy, who had rallied in the field beyond. Again advancing, we drove
the enemy until we occupied the heights finally held by our forces.
laid under the brow of this hill to await the coming of a battery to
our support. One was quickly sent, but was unfortunately out of the
proper ammunition. Another soon came, well supplied, and began at once
had not been long in this position before
to fire upon the enemy.
the rebels had formed their line, with the intention of recovering their
ground and taking this battery. They were allowed to approach within
30 feet (my men in the mean time having fixed bayonets), but at the
proper time we rushed forward to the mouths of the cannon, handnow faced to the right, and filed
somely repulsing their charge.
to the right to assist in repulsing an attack made on the troops covering our right. This was accomplished after some very heavy firing.
When the enemy began to waver we advanced, driving them from the
held these woods, under
woods and from about the brick church.
fire, for over two hours, until a new regiment, formed at right angles to
our right, receiving the fire of an advancing line, broke and ran through
us, carrying us back over part of the ground we had fought so hard to
gain. The rebels followed us to the top of the hill, upon which they
tried to take our battery, but were stopped by a battery posted on our
The line of our advancing forces, coming up, occupied the hill,
right.
thus leaving the field in our possession.
My regiment entered the fight with 13 officers and 230 men. Of this
small command I have lost 1 officer and 26 men killed, 6 officers and 74
men wounded, and 7 men missing a total of 114, or nearly" half of my

We

We

We

We

;

command.*
After seven hours’ continuous fighting we were relieved, having expended nearly 120 rounds of ammanition to each man. The character
of the fighting you well know. It will be shown by a glance at the colors we bore upon the field. (Together they are pierced with 25 shots.)
Again was my color-bearer shot down. My adjutant. Lieutenant KingsI shall also mention Lieut. Charles
bury, was of great assistance.
Woeltge, who, together with all my officers, behaved most bravely, and
have received my hearty commendations for their conduct.
During the whole of the engagement the Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania
Eegiment was on our right, and we continued side by side until the end,
fighting almost as one man.
Kespectfully, &c..

THOS. M. WALKEK,
Major Commanding One hundred and
Lieutenant-Colonel Lane,
Commanding Second Brigade.
^

eleventh

Begt Pa.

Vols.

Ko. 190.
Report of Lieut.

Col. Charles B. Brundage, Sixtieth Neiv Yorlc Infantry
commanding Third Brigade^ of the battle of Antietam.

Headquarters Third Brigade,
Loudoun Heights^ F<i., September 25, 1862.
I have the honor to report that, on the morning of September 17, 1862,
the late Col. William B. Goodrich, of the Sixtieth Kegiment Kew York
33

R R —VOL

*
But see revised statement,
XIX, PT I

p. 199.
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State Volunteers, being in command of this brigade, was ordered to
take the brigade, then composed of the Sixtieth and Seventy-eighth
Eegiments Eew York Volunteers, Third Delaware, and Purnell Legion,
into the field on the right of the line of battle. Before getting into
position, the Purnell Legion was ordered to some other portion of the
field, which reduced the line of this brigade to the three first-named
regiments. On getting into position, skirmishers were thrown out on
the right and left, who cleared the woods of the enemy’s sharpshooters.
While thus engaged, and about an hour after the commencement, the
colonel commanding was mortally wounded and borne from the field.
The command then devolved upon Lieutenant-Colonel Austin, of the
Seventy-eighth Yew York, who remained in command during the remainder of the day. In about an hour and a half from this time orders
were received to withdraw the brigade from the field. This was done,
and the line shortly after reformed about half a mile to the rear of its
former position. The brigade remained in this line till near dark, when
they received orders from yourself to rejoin the division.
This report is made from recollection only, no data being kept, as the
command was not handed over to me till late in the evening. I deem
it just, however, to make honorable mention of the coolness and bravery
of the officers and men in action, especially of the true soldierly bravery
of Colonel Goodrich, the daring and courage of Lieutenant-Colonel
Austin, tlie valuable services of Captain Eedington, of the Sixtieth Yew
York, and of First Lieutenant McGregor, of the Seventy-eighth Yew
York, the two latter having charge of the skirmishers.
Kespectfully submitted.
CHAS. K. BEUYDAGE,
Lieutenant- Colonel^ Commanding.
Brig. Gen.

George

S.

Greene,

Commanding Second Division, Twelfth Army

Corps.

Yo. 191.
Report of Capt. Levin B. Day, Third Delawmy Lyfantry, of the
Antietam.

battle of

Hdqrs. Third Eegiment Delaware Volunteers,
September 27, 1862.

Pursuant to order, I report concerning the Third Eegiment Delaware
Volunteers in the battle of the 17th instant:
There were present but five line officers, and, by order of Maj. Arthur
Maginnis, commanding, the regiment was divided into four companies
of 30 men each, one company being afterward detached as skirmishers.
Our regiment, the left of the brigade, occupied a woods about 250 yards
from the rebel line of battle. Baker’s California regiment on our left
and partially in front. We lay in this position for about four hours,
under a continuous shower of shell and musketry, firing as occasion
offered by the advance or retreat of the rebels. The California with
an Indiana regiment being partially outflanked, retreated directly
through our ranks.

At this moment Major Maginnis was wounded, and we retreated in
good order under command of Capt. William J. McEaig. We formed in
a field to the rear of our former position, from which we again retreated

'
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obliquely to the left and rear, coming into position by a 12-pouuder batOut of range of the
tery, which immediately opened on the enemy.
rebel guns, we reposed here until the engagement ceased. Both officers
and men behaved with coolness and bravery, and it would be invidious
to mention individual cases.
The report of killed and wounded has already been forwarded to brigade headquarters.*

Very

respectfully,

L. B.

Captain^

Manuel Eyre,

DAY,

Commanding Begiment.

Jr.,

Second Lieutenant and Acting Adjutant

No. 192.
Report of Lieut. Cot Benjamin L. Simpson, Purnell Legion, Maryland
Infantry, of the battle of Antietam.

Loudoun Heights,

Va.,
September 27, 1862.
Keport of the proceedings of the Purnell Legion during the battle of

Antietam

We entered the field about 7 o’clock, and were immediately detached
from our brigade, by order of General Wilfiiams, and sent to the support
of the One hundred and twenty-fourth Pennsylvania Kegiment, which
It entered the woods on the right
X)osition we held until ordered away.
of a white school-house, where it formed in line and went into action,
where it remained until the enemy appeared in overwhelming numbers
and compelled it to retire. It fell back to the woods on our right, where
our artillery Avere stationed, when we again formed in line, and went
into canqi with the brigade.
All of which

is

respectfully submitted.

B. L.
Lieutenant- Colonel,

SIMPSON,

Commanding Purnell Legion,

No. 193.
Report of Lieut Col. Charles R. Brundage, Sixtieth
of the battle of Antietam.

Hdqrs. Sixtieth New
Camp on Loudoun

New

YorJe Infantry,

York State Volunteers,
Heights, Ya., September 27, 1862.

I have the honor to report that, on the morning of the 17th of September, 1862, the Sixtieth Begiment New York State Volunteers went
into action with 217 enlisted men and 9 commissioned officers, and that
being on the right of the brigade, Capt. J. 0. O. Eedington was sent out
with his company (Company G) to skirmish, which he did with admirable skill and effect, clearing the woods to the right of the enemy’s sharpshooters. After being in action between two and three hours, a brigade
fell back on us, breaking our line and scattering our men, making a
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delay of an liour or more in our rejoining our brigade, then formed in
about half a mile to the rear of their position in action. The regiment remained with the brigade during the remainder of the day, and
moved with it at dark to rejoin the division.
I take pleasure in reporting that the officers and men behaved well
under fire, promptly obeying all orders. For an account of our losses I
beg leave to refer you to official report of casualties.*
Very respectfully submitted.
CHAS. E. BEUl!^DAGE,

line

Lieutenant- Colonel^ Sixtieth
Col.

W.

Eedden,
Commanding Third

New

Yorlc State Volunteers,

O.

Brigade.

m.

194.

Report of Capt. Henry R. St^gg^ Seventy -eighth
battle of Antietam.

Hdqes. Seventy-eighth

IsTew

New

Torlc Infantry, of the

York Volunteers,

Loudoun Heights, September

Colonel

:

I

27, 18G2.

have the honor to submit the following report of the

battle of the 17th instant:
entered the action with 1 field officer (lieutenant-colonel), 1 adjutant, 1 sergeant-major, 2 captains, 3 first lieutenants, 5 second lieutenants, and 208 men. Alter the death of Colonel Goodrich, LieutenantColonel Austin was left in command of the brigade until the action was
over. Our loss in the action was 1 captain killed, 1 adjutant severely

We

wounded, 8 men

killed,

HENEY

Captain,

Colonel

and 18 wounded.

Commanding Seventy -eighth New

E.

STAGG,

Yorlc Volunteers,

Eedden,

Commanding Third Brigade.

No. 195.
Report of Col. Arno Voss, Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, of shir mishes at Bunher
Hill and JDarhesville,

W.

Va.

Camp Wool,
Near Martinsburg,

Va., September 9, 1862.

General: Pursuant to the orders of Col. D. S. Miles, commanding
Eailroad Brigade, at Harper’s Ferry, I stationed an outpost, on the 3d
instant, at a point about 3 miles south of Martinsburg, on the Winchester road, consisting of 95 men of the Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, under
the command of Lieut. Col. H. Davis. On the morning of the 4th instant, Lieut. Charles Eoden, of said command, having 10 men with him
on a reconnoitering tour, suddenly came upon 12 mounted rebels at
Bunker Hill, 6 miles south of said outpost, charged upon them, and
drove them pell-mell before him about 3 miles beyond Bunker Hill.
The enemy had 1 horse wounded and 1 man. In this afiair Lieutenant
*

Embodied

in revised statement, p. 199,

THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN.

Chap, XXXI.]

517

The next day, at about
met the enemy, about 40
mounted men, half a mile north of Bunker Hill, attacked them with
about an equal number of his men, and drove them back into the town
of Bunker Hill. Here the enemy dismounted, and, from the rear of
some old buildings on a bluff beyond Aliddle Creek, opened deliberate
Lieutenant-Colonel Davis rapidly
fire upon our advancing party.
crossed the creek, ordered the charge up the hill, when the enemy fled
The chase conin the wildest cpnfusion, each party exchanging fires.
tinued for 6 miles, and resulted in the capture of 6 prisoners, all of the
Twelfth Virginia (Ashby’s) Cavalry, with their mount and arms. Two
of the enemy were wounded. Our men all escaped unhurt.
Lieutenant-Colonel Davis, whose horse was shot under him, deserves
great praise for the ability with which he led his men. In his report to
me he speaks very highly of the conduct of Dr. McCarthy, the assistant
Eoden and
10 o’clock

his men behaved very gallantly.
m., Lieutenant-Colonel Davis

a.

surgeon of my regiment, acting as his adjutant, who received a ball
through his sack and had his horse wounded also of Captain Hayden,
who led his company with great gallantry, and the officers and men of
his company.
The enemy, after this, did not make their appearance at our outposts
until the 7th day of September, when our vedettes were driven in about
day-break. Lieutenant Logan, of the Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, having
been dispatched by Lieutenant-Colonel Davis, with 18 men, to ascertain
their strength and position, was surrounded by the enemy, but succeeded in cutting his way through to near our outposts. Lieutenant
Logan was severely, but not dangerously, wounded in the breast by a
rifle-ball, and was carried from the field by his men.
One of his men
reached Lieutenant-Colonel Davis, and reported to him that a battalion
of Ashby’s cavalry, 400 strong, was drawn up on the Winchester pike.
The lieutenant-colonel immediately dispatched a messenger to my camp,
requesting me to send him re-enforcements. After having reported
this fact to Brigadier-General White, commanding, and received his
orders to send forward a sufficient force of cavalry, infantry, and artillery, I immediately dispatched Company A, of the Twelfth Illinois
Cavalry, under Captain Grosvenor, on the Winchester pike, to Lieutenant-Colonel Davis’ assistance. I then dispatched, over the so-called
dirt road, running parallel with said pike, Companies B and E, of the
Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, under Captain Langholz and Lieutenant Yasseur, and four companies of the Sixty-fifth Illinois Infantry, under Major
Wood, and, with another company of cavalry (Company C, CaiJtain
Bronson) and a section of Captain Phillips’ battery, under his command,
I marched over the pike to the scene of action.
I learned from Lieutenant-Colonel Davis’ report, that about 8.30 a. m.. Captain Grosvenor
arrived at the outpost with his company and reported to him. Adding this company to the force he had on hand, he immediately formed
in column on the pike, headed by Company A and led by himself, and
charged upon the enemy. They hastily retreated, firing, till they reached
the town of Darkesville, about 7 miles south of Martinsburg, where they
made a stand, occupying a very strong position on the other side of
the creek and keeping up a brisk fire from their carbines and revolvers.
Having exchanged shots for awhile, Lieutenant-Colonel Davis ordered
a charge, which was gallantly executed by his men, when the enemy
turned and fled. They made no stand at Bupker Hill, but hurried
through that town on to Winchester, not halting even there, saying
that the Yankees would be there in half an hour. Captain Langholz
and Lieutenant Yasseur, with their respective companies, were sent in
;
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pursuit of the flying enemy, making several prisoners and capturing
a number of horses and arms. They proceeded to near Winchester,
whence they returned and joined me with the main force near Bunker
Hill.
I returned to camp. 1 caused Captain Bronson, of the Twelfth
Illinois Cavalry, in pursuance of an order to that effect from General
White, to make a reconnaissance in the direction of Smithfield, from
which town he drove a party of mounted rebels, taking 1 prisoner. He
reported to me having met no force of the enemy in that direction. At
8 o’clock in the evening the forces under my command had all returned
to camp.

The enemy’s loss is 41 prisoners and 25 killed. We had none killed,
and but 1 man taken prisoner. We have 13 wounded, most of them badly,
among them Captain Grosvenor, who received a pistol-shot in his right
breast in the charge at Harkesville. I am rejoiced to say that both he
and Lieutenant Logan are doing well and will speedily recover.
list
of the names of our wounded is appended liereto. Among the killed
on the other side are Captain McHonnel and Lieut. Albert Carroll, of
the Maryland Line Cavalry.
The officers and men of my command behaved admirably. The
Twelfth Illinois Cavalry were the only troops engaged in this fight, and
they fought bravely and gallantly, maintaining in a high degree the
honor of the State from which they hail. The infantry, under Major
Wood, did me good service in throwing out skirmishers on both flanks
and marching in double-quick to the scene of action, eager to have a
share in the fight.
Captain Phillips brought his section of artillery
promptly into position. Lieutenant-Colonel Davis is entitled t/O a special mark of distinction for his bravery and gallantry exhibited in these
several encounters.
Captain Grosvenor, Lieutenant Logan, and Assistant Surgeon McCarthy also deserve special mention.
The number of horses killed and wounded on our side is 15.
From the prisoners I learn that the force opposed to us on the 7th
instant consisted of the Seventeenth Battalion Virginia Cavalry, a portion of the Twelfth Yirginia Cavalry (Ashby’s), and the Maryland Line
Cavalry, numbering in all 700.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A

[A.

Brig. Gen.

VOSS.]

Julius White,
Commanding Brigade.

No. 196.
Beport of Maj. Gen. John E. Woolj TJ. S. Army, commanding Middle
Department, of the siege of Harper^s Ferry.

Hdqrs. Middle Department, Eighth

Army

Corps,

Baltimore, Md., September 27, 1862.

General: Herewith you will receive the following reports, &c., relating to the defense of Harper’s Ferry and its disgraceful surrender by
our troops, viz
1. Keport of Btig. Gen. Julius White, of the occupation and subsequent evacuation of Martin sburg, and retreat to Harper’s Ferry, on the
12th of September, 1862.*
*

See No. 197, report of September

20, p. 524.
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2. Eeport of Brig. Gen. Julius White, of the defense of Harper’s Ferry
on the I3th and 14th of September, 1862, and the surrender on the
15th.=»^

3. Keport of Lieut. H. M. Binney, acting aide-de-camp to Colonel
Miles, of the same defense and surrender.!
4. Eeport of Col. Thomas H. Ford, of the Thirty-second Ohio Volunteers, commanding Third Brigade, Maryland Heights, of the defense and
evacuation of Maryland Heights.j:
5. Eeport of Maj. H. B. Mcllvaine, chief of artillery, of the part taken
by the artillery during the siege of Harper’s Ferry.
6. Terms of capitulation at the surrender of Harper’s Ferry, September
15, 1862.§
7. List of killed, wounded, and missing on the Union side during the
siege of Harper’s Ferry, September 13, 14, and 15, 1862.
2 (General White’s).
8. Abstract of report
9. Abstract of report Uo. 3 (Lieutenant Binney’s).||
10. Abstract of report ISTo. 4 (Colonel Ford’s).
It would appear that there were concentrated at Harper's Ferry
nearly, or quite, 13,000 men, all-sufficient for the defense of the post. Of
these, 1,500 cavalry were ordered to leave before the surrender. They
made their escape, and never stopped until they reached Greencastle,
Pa. On the way they captured some 40 or 50 wagons, with ammunition
and other supplies. Eleven thousand two hundred surrendered and
were paroled. Captain Wood, of the One hundred and twenty-fifth Uew
York Volunteers, left, without orders, before the surrender, with 13 of
his men, 9 of whom returned and surrendered themselves to the rebels.
||

||

Captain Wood and the remaining 4
Franklin and sent to Baltimore.

men were

arrested by General

I arrested the captain and handed him over to Brigadier-General
Tyler, and have not since heard anything of him. He ought to be dis-

missed the service.
It may not be improper to remark that I had Ordered Colonel Miles to
erect a block-house on the highest part of the Maryland Heights, and
sent a major to superintend the construction of it. This was not accomplished, because the colonel gave it no countenance. I also desired the
colonel to abatis the heights of Harper’s Ferry. This was also neglected.
I also directed him to establish an intrenched camp on Bolivar Heights.
Notwithstanding this gross neglect of duty. Harper’s Ferry could have
been easily defended by 10,000 men.
The only excuse offered was the want of shot for four long-range Parrott guns.
Colonel Ward, of the Twelfth New York State Militia, informed me that he had, unexpended, over 80 rounds for the Parrott
guns under his command, and I have been told that there were 120
rounds in all, unexpended. But even if it were true that all the shot
for the Parrott guns had been expended, that would not have been a
sufficient excuse for surrendering before an assault was made, which,
I am sure, could have been repelled, if even, as asserted, there were
40,000 of the enemy.
The flanks of Harper’s Ferry Heights are nearly perpendicular, and
the ascent of the front is such that the enemy could not have accomplished it and taken the heights, if they were at all defended. The rear
of this position was equally difficult of ascent. To say the least of it, it
was a disgraceful surrender and not to be justified or excused.
*
$

See No. 197, report of September 22.
t See No. 198.
t See No. 200.
See White’s reports.
Omitted, the entire reports being printed.
||
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The following telegrams, which I sent to General White and Colonel
Miles, will show that they were instructed what to do, and that, at all
hazards, they were to defend themselves to the last extremity
[Dated Baltimore, September

Brig. Gen.

6,

1862.]

Julius White, Martinsburg

No running

Defend yourself to the last extremity.
Eeconnoiter.

before the

enemy

JOHN
[Dated Baltimore, September

8,

coming.

is

E. WOOL,
Major-General.

1862.]

White, Martinsburg:

Brig. Gen. Julius

The enemy

is reported as approaching Hagerstown with a force of 5,000 from FredNotify Lieutenant-Colonel Downey, at Kearney svi lie. You will order that
regiment to Martinsburg or Harper’s Ferry, if deemed necessary.
JOHN E. WOOL,

erick.

Major-General.
[Dated Baltimore, September

8,

1862, in

reply to his inquiry.]

White, Martinsburg :
should attack you, you will, of course, fall back. Harper’s Ferry
would be the best position I could recommend, but be sure that you have such a force
against you, or any other that would overwhelm yon. All surplus property will be
ready for instant removal should you findit absolutely necessar}'^ to abandon Martinsburg. No property will be destroyed if by any means it can be saved.
JOHN E. WOOL,
Brig. Gen. Julius
If 20,000

men

Major-General.
[Dated Baltimore, September

4,

1862

—11.10

p.

m.]

Dixon S. Miles, Harper^s Ferry
You will send the major, with the remaining two companies of the Eighty-seventh
Ohio Eegiment, to Berlin, to report to Colonel Banning at Point of Eocks, to-morrow
morning, the 5th. The Twelfth Eegiment New York Militia ought not to think of
leaving for home until we know what the enemy at Winchester intends to do, and in
what direction he intends to move. To go before, the regiment will forever be branded
Col.

as cowards.

JOHN
[Dated Baltimore, September

E. WOOL,
Major-General.

5, 1862.]

Colonel Miles, Harper's Ferry
«

#

#

#

#

#

#

position on the heights ought to enable you to punish the enemy passing up
the road in the direction of Harper’s Ferry. Have your wits about you, and do all
you can to annoy the rebels should they advance on you. Activity, energy, and deYou will not abandon Harper’s Ferry without defending it to
cision must housed.
the last extremity.
JOHN E. WOOL,
Major-General.

The

I did not fail to caution him in regard to supplies of ammunition and
rations. His reply was that he had abundance.
To mine of the 5th instant, when I directed him to defend his position
to the last extremity, he says, on the 7th instant:

The enemy is steadily pressing
lilateau oiiposite Point of Eocks,

on my xiickets, and is establishing batteries on the
but I am ready for them.

This was the last dispatch 1 received from Colonel Miles. The telegraph wires were cut, and the road from Monocacy to Harper’s Ferry
was in the hands of the rebels. Every preparation was made for the
defense, both in guns and materials.
On Maryland Heights [there werej seven guns, -and on Camp Hill
fourteen guns and howitzers, besides three light batteries, with horses.
How
It was reported to me that fifty-eight guns were surrendered.

;
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of these were on Bolivar Heights, under command of BrigadierGeneral White, I have not been informed. Thus matters stood in relation to Harper’s Ferry when I received your orders, as follows
Washington, September 12, 13G2.

many

Colonel Miles, Haiper’s Feiry :
You will obey sucb orders as General McClellan may give you. You will endeavor
to open communication with him and unite your forces to his at the earliest possible
moment. His army is now near the line of the Monocacy.

To which

I at once replied

Baltimoke, September

12, 18G2.

You can put any of my troops under McClellan’s command. They are all on the
railroads in detachments and regiments. I have two regiments at the Relay House,
one at Ellicott’s Mill, one at Elysville, perhax^s 7,000 or 8,000 at Harper’s Ferry, and
two regiments and a battery at Martinsburg. They may be in McClellan’s neighborhood, and you can give him authority to use them as you or he may deem jjroper. I

have no available

troops, except those posted

on various

railroads.

was afterward informed that General White had evacuated Martinsburg and joined his forces with those of Colonel Miles, increasing
I

the force at Harper’s Ferry to 13,000.
After the order of the 12th was received from you, I received no communications whatever from Harper’s Ferry, presuming that General
McClellan had taken it under his direction.
It is said that Harper’s Ferry was lost in consequence of the enemy
taking possession of Maryland Heights. It does not appear that any
of the guns they mounted there reached Harper’s Ferry. The guns of
the troops under Ford were spiked and the large guns thrown down
the precipice. The next day our troops went up and brought off the
field guns, which had been previously spiked.
There is no evidence
that the guns of the enemy produced the slightest effect on the troops
at Harper’s Ferry. It is reported, and I think the number will probably be reduced, that Ford lost 160 killed and wounded, and the remainder at Harper’s Ferry, about 40.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
joh:n e. wool,
Major-General.
Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief.
LAddenda.]
'

Baltimore,

2,

1862.

Colonel Miles, JGarper^s Ferry :
I have received your dispatch. Be on the lookout and keep up a
vigilant reconnaissance. Let me know what is passing.
JOHII E. WOOL,
Major- General.

Harper’s Ferry, September 4, 1862.
Major-General Wool
General White abandoned Winchester night before last, and with his
troops arrived at tbis post yesterday afternoon. ]^o enemy that I can
hear of in the Valley of the Shenandoah, nor do I know if Winchester is
occupied by him.
D. S. MILES,
Colonel Second Infantry.
:

:
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18G2.

Colonel Miles, Harper^ s Ferry
*

*

*

#

*

*

#

General White will either repair to this place or join the Army of the
Potomac, but his troops and supplies will remain at Hari)er’s Ferry, and
you will dispose of them.
JOHN E. WOOL,
Major-General.

s

Dixon

Baltimore, September

4,

18G2.

Miles,
Commanding Karperh Ferry :
The order making disposition of Brigadier-General White is countermanded. He is ordered to repair to Martinsburg and take command of
all the troops in and about that place, guarding the railroad and deCol.

S.

fending that place to the last extremity.

Answer immediately.

JOHN

E. WOOL,
Major- General.

Baltimore, September 4, 1862.
Colonel Miles, Harper^s Ferry
You will re-enforce Colonel Banning, if it can be done without danger
'to your position and if it be true that the enemy is advancing on him.
The force you may send will depend on the force of the enemy. You
will send ammunition of various kinds for the two 12-pounder guns, if
They have but 30 rounds at the present moment for
it is not too late.
each piece.
JOHN E. WOOL,
Major-General.

Baltimore, September 4, 1862.
Colonel Miles, Harper'^s Ferry :
You will, if possible, learn the whereabouts of the enemy and the direction in which they are moving. It is possible that they will attack your
])osition, perhaps Martinsburg, or some position this side of Harper’s
Ferry.
JOHN E. WOOL,
Major-General.
’

—

Harper’s Ferry, September 5, 1862. 9 a. m.
Major-General Wool
Your last dispatch received this morning. The enemy (A. P. Hill’s
division, represented to be 30,000 strong) that has crossed the Potomac
at Noland’s Ferr3 have cut the canal at Seven-mile level, and are running off the water. If Colonel Banning had more troops than are with
him it would embarrass his retreat, which he must do before this force.
He can retreat and obstruct their advanee, and such are his orders.
I cannot safely detach from here until I know the intentions of the
enemy at Charlestown. Three brigades is the force, I am told, in the
valley assigned to attack this place and Martinsburg.
D. S. MILES,
Colonel Second Infantry.
:

"

:

:
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Baltimore, Septemher 5, 1802.
Colonel Miles, Harper^s Ferry
cars, send the Twelfth Eegiinent ISTew York State MiliIf yon can
Colonel Cram,
tia home on Saturday, unless you should be attacked.
whom I sent up to look after the positions as far as Point of Pocks, says
If there should be any indications of an attack on
all is quiet there.
Point of Rocks, you will re-enforce them. Be energetic and active, and
defend all iilaces to the last extremity.
There must be no abandoning of a post, and shoot the first man that
thinks of it, whether officer or soldier.
JOHN E. WOOL.
Major-General.

Headquarters Third Brigade,
Maryland

Heights.,

Md., September 11, 18G2.

Miles
Captain Russell, who is out on a scout, sent in two of his cavalrymen,
who say that the enemy are advancing on Williamsport.
Have you any news from McClellan to-day ?

Dixon

Col.

S.

:

Colonel,

THOS. H. FORD,
Commanding Third Brigade.

Baltimore, September

11, 1802.

Hon. F. H. Peirpoint,
Governor of Virginia, Wheeling, Ya.

would not, under the present uncertain state of affairs, feel justified
in removing from HarpeFs Ferry or Martin sburg any of the forces staI

tioned there.

JOHN

E. WOOL,
Major-General.

No. 197.
Reports of Brig. Gen. Julius White, U. S. Army, commanding, of the
evacuation of Martinsburg and the siege of Harper'^s Ferry.

Harper’s Ferry, September

16, 1862.

have the honor to state that this place has been defended for several
days against an attack by the divisions of Jackson, A. P. Hill, Lawton,
Walker, and McLaws, amounting in all to at least 40,000 men, with over
I

fifty

pieces of artillery.

After expending

ail our artillery ammunition, except that for short
range, and defeating two attacks of the enemy’s infantry. Colonel Miles,
with the advice of his brigade commanders, reluctantly surrendered.
I regret to say that the gallant Colonel Miles is so severely wounded
that his recovery is not probable. I march to-day, with the command,
and will report to you in detail the events which have occurred since

my

last

communication.

JULIUS WHITE,
Brigadier- General.

Major-General

Wool.
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Annapolis, Md., September 20, 1862.
Lave the honor to report that on the 11th instant, being

then at Alartinsburg, Ya., in command of the troops at that place, in
accordance with the order of Major-General Wool, I sent the prisoners
there detained to Camp Chase, Ohio, by rail, under guard of 1 lieutenant and 10 men. There were 29 i)risoners, and, as the enemy were advancing, I sent an additional guard of a lieutenant and 30 men to go
with them as far as Sir John’s Eun, and then to return, that being the
dangerous portion of the road.
On the night of the same day, the enemy having crossed the Potomac
into Virginia, the railroad communication w^est was cut off, but I have
every reason to believe thal the prisoners were safely transported. For
the above reason neither of the guards were able to rejoin their commands.
On the 11th instant reports reached me, through scouts and others,
that the enemy were crossing the Potomac into Virginia at or about
Williamsport and Cherry Eun in force; also, that they were passing
to the west of Martin sburg, between it and North Mountain, thus cutting off our retreat in that direction.
It being ordered by Major-General Wool that the place should be
held to the last extremity, at noon on the 11th instant I sent out one
section of Captain Phillips’ battery and four companies of the Sixtyfifth Illinois, together with lialf a company of cavalry and two teams,
with axes, &c., the whole under command of Colonel Cameron, of the
Sixty-fifth Illinois, with orders to proceed out upon the Williamsburg
[W^iiliamsport] road, as far as practicable, and to obstruct the roads,
tear up the bridges, and, in every way possible, retard the advance of
the enemy.
At night-fall, it having been well ascertained that the enemy were between us and North Mountain, and were in very large force near Falling Waters, on the Williamsport road, some 7 miles from Martinsburg,
and were still crossing, it became evident that with the small force at
my disposal the position could not longer be held.
Colonel Cameron’s party was accordingly recalled, and every exertion made to convey the public property to Harper’s Ferry, that being
the only line of retreat left open.
The railroad agent had, the previous day, sent off some 11 empty
cars, in defiance of my orders for them to be retained, but I had detained the train up from Harper’s Ferry that day, consisting of but 6
cars, and I caused all the surplus arms, clothing, ammunition, and camp
equipage to be conveyed to the railroad depot, to be sent thence by
rail to Harper’s Ferry, as but one of the regiments under my command
was provided with transportation. This was done mostly by the men
themselves, the transportation (being divided as equally as possible between the several regiments) being wholly insufficient for the purpose.
The railroad train was loaded to the extent of its capacity and sent
to Harper’s Ferry, where it arrived in safety. The transportation was
then employed to haul the most valuable property remaining, and the
troops and wagons took up their line of march at 2 o’clock on the morning of the 12th.
But little public property was abandoned, consisting mostly of tents
and camp equipage, which could not be conveyed with the means at
disposal.

Upon the march, the pickets of the enemy were encountered at Halltown, but they were driven back to Charlestown, the command arriving
safely at Harper’s Ferry on the afternoon of the 12th.

:

:

THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN.

Chap. XXXI.]

525

The enemy’s advance entered Martinsburg but about three hours
evacuation, their force being some 15,000 or 18,000 men.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

after

its

JULIUS WHITE,
Brigadier- General,
Col.

William H. Whipple,
Chief of Staff and Asst. Adjt. Gen., Eighth

Army

Corps.

Annapolis, Md., September 22, 1862.
have the honor to report that on the 12th instant I arrived at Harper’s Ferry, Ya., from Martinsburg, with the troops under

Colonel

:

I

my command at that place.
At the time of my arrival,

skirmishing had already commenced upon
the Maryland Heights, between our forces and those of the enemy.
1 at once addressed the following note to Col. D. S. Miles, commanding the post, viz
Harper’s Ferry, September 13, 1862!
Col.

Dixon

S.

Miles,

Commanding Harper^ 8 Ferry
Colonel I have the honor to state that
:

I

arrived at this post last evening with

my

command, consisting of ihe following named troops Twelfth Illinois Cavalry SixtyOne hundred and twenty-fifth New York Infantry Phillips’
fifth Illinois Infantry
:

;

;

;

battery (four guns), Second Illinois Artillery.
On an occasion prior to this, I was ordered by Maj. Gen J. E. Wool, commanding,
to reijair to Martinsburg and take command at that post, thus leaving you in command here, which I consider an indication that the general desires you to retain this

command.
Your familiarity with the topography of the

vicinity, the fact that the troops and
the guns have been placed under your direction, coupled with the additional important fact that the enemy is in heavy force in the immediate vicinity, and skirmishing
with their advance already commenced, render it improper, at least for the present,
to deprive you of the command for the sole reason of superior rank, believing that
the interests of the service would not be subserved thereby.
Meanwhile I respectfully tender my services and those of the officers of my staff to
render any aid in our power in the defense of the position.
/
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JULIUS WHITE,
Brigadier- General.

The propositions extended in this letter were accepted by Colonel
Miles by his order of the same day, of which the following is a copy,
viz:

General Orders,

\

Headquarters,

No. 42.
Harper’s Ferry, September 13, 1862.
5
Brigadier-General White, with a magnanimity equal to his valor, proffers to the
undersigned, commanding officer of the post, his services and those of the troops
brought with him, for its defense in its present necessity. This act of high-tohed
chivalric generosity, of which there are but few precedents in our army, overwhelms
me with the dee^jest gratitude.
I cheerfully accept the invaluable assistance of the gallant general, and will assign
his troops to important positions.
It is hereby ordered that, wherever present during the siege of this post, the troops
will obey imidicitly and with alacrity all orders given by General White.
D. S. MILES,
Colonel Second Infantry, Commanding.

At this time the Marylaud Heights were held by a brigade commanded
Col. Thomas H. Ford, of the Thirty-second Ohio, which consisted

by

of the Thirty-second Ohio, three companies First Maryland Potomac
Home Brigade, the Seventh Squadron Ehode Island Cavalry, and two

•
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First* Maryland Cavalry, together with Captain McGrath’s battery of two 9-inch columbiads and one 50-pounder rifled gun.
The other troops were placed upon Camp Hill, in the town of Harper’s Ferry, and upon Bolivar Heights, their left resting upon the
Charlestown turnpike, and protected by the woods and ravines between
it and the Shenandoalx.
The enemy, who had closely followed us from Martinsburg, had taken
position along our front, on the north, west, and south, across the base
of the peninsula between the Potomac and the Shenandoah.
No forces of ours whatever were placed upon Loudoun Heights.

companies of the

signal station there, and men were to be observed at
work, ajxparently planting a battery. They were dislodged by our shells,
thrown from Camp Hill.
At night Captain Bussell, of the First Maryland Cavalry, with 6 men,
was dispatched to make his way to our forces ’in Maryland, if possible,
and inform them of our condition.
On the morning of the 13th fighting recommenced upon Maryland
Heights, by the enemy advancing upon the northern and eastern slopes
and attempting to dislodge our forces there stationed. It continued,
with varying success, until 3.30 o’clock p. m., when the enemy advanced
in overwhelming force, and the position was abandoned, first spiking
the heavy guns and rolling them down the crags. The battery of four
brass pieces was also spiked and abandoned. Being upon duty on the
extreme left of our line, I was not cognizant of the abandonment at the
time, and I attach hereto the report of Colonel Ford, giving full par-

The enemy had a

ticulars of the occurrence.
It will be noticed that Colonel Ford claims to have been ordered by
Colonel Miles to evacuate the heights. Colonel Miles, however, denied
to me ever having given such an order, but said he gave orders that
if it became necessary to abandon the heights, the guns were to be

spiked and dismounted. Upon the abandonment of the Maryland
Heights, the troops crossed the Potomac upon the pontoon bridge and
took position upon Bolivar Heights, as assigned them. The enemy took
possession of the summit above Maryland Heights, and now opened two
batteries from the summit of Loudoun Heights, their fire being mostly
directed upon Camp Hill. They were replied to by the guns upon Camp
Hill and Captain Von Sehlen’s battery, upon Bolivar Heights.
Two guns of Captain Bigby’s battery were advanced upon the Charlestown turnpike, and shelled the woods, where the enemy was establishing himself. In the evening the entire cavalry force, consisting of the
Twelfth Illinois, the Eighth New York, the Seventh Squadron Bhode
Island, and two companies of the First Maryland, were ordered to cross
the Potomac, upon the pontoon bridge, and, taking the road in the
direction of Sharpsburg, to cut their way out if possible, there being no
forage and they being useless in the defense of the place. Under an ex])erienced guide, they succeeded in so doing, and captured a portion of
General Longstreet’s ammunition train and some prisoners on the way.
On the morning of the 14th our troops held the bridges across the
Potomac, Camp Hill, and the line of Bolivar Heights, together with the
ridge on the prolongation of the heights between the turnpike and the
Shenandoah. The bridges were defended by eight companies of the
First Maryland Potomac Home Brigade, the Eighty-seventh Ohio, and
one section of Captain Potts’ battery, all under the command of Colonel
Maulsby, of the first named regiment.
Camp Hill was occuixied by Captain Graham’s battery four guns of
Captain Potts’ battery, two 24-pounder howitzers and two 20-pounder
;

,
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by the Twelfth Kegiment Kew York State
under command of Colonel Ward.
The right of Bolivar Heights was held by the brigade under c.ommand of Colonel H’Utassy, of the Thirty-ninth New York, consisting
of the Thirty-ninth, One hundred and eleventh, and One hundred and
fifteenth New York, the Sixty-fifth Illinois, and Captains Phillips and
Parrott guns, supported

Militia,

A

slight earth-work was constructed upon the
Von Sehlen’s batteries.
The left of Bolivar Heights
right, to protect the men of the batteries.

was held by the brigade commanded by Colonel Trimble, of the Sixtieth
Ohio, consisting of the Sixtieth Ohio, Ninth Vermont, and One hundred
and twenty-sixth New York, with Captain Eigby^s battery. A slight
earth-work was constructed upon the left, on the Charlestown turnpike, to protect that battery.
The ground to the southeast of the turnpike,

and between it and the
Shenandoah, was held by the Third Maryland IPotomac Home Brigade,
under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Downey. The other troops were
placed upon the plateau adjacent to Bolivar Heights, and under cover
of ravines as much as possible.
Early in the morning the enemy opened from their batteries upon
Loudoun Heights and from a battery planted during the night upon the
summit of the Maryland Heights, directing their fire mostly upon Camp
This fire was returned by the guns there, with spirit, and by Cai)Hill.
tain Von Sehlen^s battery upon Bolivar Heights. This fire continued
with brief intervals throughout the day, disabling for us one 20-pounder
Parrott and three other guns and blowing up two caissons.
About noon, two companies of the Thirty-ninth New York and two
of the Sixty-fifth Illinois, all under command of Major Wood, of the lastnamed regiment, recrossed the Potomac and ascended to our batteries
upon the Maryland Heights and brought off* the brass pieces abandoned

They returned without any loss.
In the afternoon the enemy opened a battery from beyond the Charlestown turnpike, shelling our skirmishers thrown out to the front, in the
woods. Late in the afternoon, a division of the enemy, under General
A. P. Hill, made an assault upon the extreme left, advancing with great
there.

spirit.

Colonel Miles not being present, I took command for the time, and
ordered the Ninth Vermont to support Colonel Downey, and subsequently re-enforced them with the Thirty- second Ohio and one section
of Captain Eigby^s battery. The attack continued until after dark, the
firing being very sharp and the troops engaged behaving very handsomely, when the enemy was repulsed.
The fire now ceased, but during the night the enemy obtained a lodgment upon and beyond our extreme left. During the engagement I had
])laced the One hundred and twenty-fifth New York in the rear of the
line as a reserve, with a section of Captain Potts’ battery on the turnpike and another section on our left, as a support, if needed.
At daylight on the morning of the 15th the enemy opened from their
batteries previously mentioned, and from the following, which he had
l)lanted during the night, viz Two upon the plateau at" the foot of Loudoun Heights, on the east side of the Shenandoah one of ten guns upon
a knoll to the front of our extreme left.^ enfilading our works upon Bolivar Heights
one upon the Charlestown turnpike, in a belt of woods
one opposite the center of Bolivar Heights, and one upon our extreme
right, near the Potomac
in all about fifty guns.
Their fire was mostly
concentrated upon Captain Eigby’s battery, in the work on our left, and
upon Captain Potts’ battery, near by, which I had ordered up and placed
in position to reply to the batteries in front. Both of these sustained
:

*,

;

;

;

*
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a heavy fire with the utmost gallantry, and replied rapidly and well.
The preceding day a line of rifle-pits had been thrown up along the crest
of Bolivar Heights, and the infantry were protected in them and the
ravines to our left. The long-range ammunition had now almost entirely
failed, and it became evident that, from the great preponderance of the
enemy’s artillery and his ability to keep up a fire at long range to which
we were no longer able to reply, our ability to hold the position became
a mere question of time, and that our defense could only be continued
at a great sacrifice of life without any corresponding advantage.
Colonel Miles, at about 9 o’clock a. m., called a council of the officers
commanding brigades, and conferred with them upon the propriety of
surrendering without farther resistance. It was the unanimous opinion
of the officers present that it was useless to attempt to hold the position
longer, and that, if reasonable terms could be obtained, it was best to
surrender at once. By order of Colonel Miles, the white flag was accordingly displayed along our lines, and I was requested by him to arrange the terms of capitulation, which duty I accepted. I met Maj. Gen.
A. P. Hill, who was appointed by Major-General Jackson to arrange
the terms of capitulation with me, and agreed with him upon the terms
of surrender, the original of which agreement is herewith submitted.
In addition to the terms expressed in the articles of capitulation, two
days’ rations for the entire command were allowed us, which was very
nearly all the subsistence on hand. The men were also allowed to retain
their overcoats and blankets, and we were allowed the use of two teams
to each regiment to convey the officers’ baggage, &c., agreeing to return
the same. The refugees irorn the Valley and Maryland, of whom there
were several hundred in the i)lace, it was stipulated should not be
molested, but allowed to return to their homes, which was done.
The enemy did not cease firing at once upon the display of the white
flag, probably not perceiving our signals, and some time after the flags
were exhibited Colonel Miles was struck by a shell in the leg and mortally
wounded. He was at once borne from the field. Many others were
struck at about the same time and before the most distant batteries of
the enemy had ceased. The entire command was paroled, and marched
out on the 16th, arriving at Frederick, Md., the same day. By order of
Major-General Wool, we then marched to this place, arriving on the 21 st.
During the siege the conduct of the troops, most of whom were new
levies who had never before been under fire, was good.
Some disorder
occurred among one or two new regiments when exposed to a galling
fire from greatly superior numbers, but it was temporary.
So far as the
conduct of officers came under my observation, it was unexceptionable.
Of all who deserve it, space will not allow me to speak. I cannot omit
to mention, however, as distinguished for their gallantry. Col. F. G.
D’Utassy, Colonel Trimble, Colonel Ford, and Colonel Ward, commanders
of brigades Colonel Maulsby and Lieut. Col. S. W. Downey, of the
First and Third Maryland Potomac Home Brigade, who, with their
brave men, are an honor to the State of Maryland Colonel Willard, of
the One hundred and twenty-fifth New York, a most gallant and accomplished officer Colonel Stannard, Lieutenant-Colonel Andross, and
Major Sto well, of the Ninth Vermont, a regiment, thoughbut just enrolled,
whose conduct was worthy of veterans the gallant Colonel Sherrill,
of the One hundred and twenty-sixth New York, who was severely
wounded while rallying his men Colonel Cameron, Lieutenant-Colonel
Stewart, and Major Wood, of the Sixty-fifth Illinois Lieutenant-Colonel
Hixoii and Major Marley, of the Sixtieth Ohio Major Hewitt, of the
Thirty-second Ohioj Colonel Banning, of the Eighty-seventh Ohio.
The conduct of the officers and men of the several batteries was, with;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

:

THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN.

Chap. XXXI.]

529

oat exceptioa, admirable. Captains Rigby, Potts, McGrath, Graham,
Phillips, and Von Sehlen, under their accomplished and efficient chief
of artillery. Major Mcllvaine, acquitted themselves in the most honorable manner.
To Capt. Henry Curtis, jr., adjutant, and Capt. Randolph Botts,
quartermaster, on my own staff, I was indebted for a prompt and fearless discharge of their duties at all times during the siege.
Of the staffi of Colonel Miles, Lieutenant Reynolds, adjutant, and
Lieutenants Binney and V/illmon, aides, I can only say that each and
all, so far as their duties brought them under my observation, were diligent and zealous, exhibiting a readiness to encounter whatever danger
or toil their respective positions required.
I cannot close this report, general, without saying that the conduct
as well as the words of the late Colonel Miles, who commanded during
the siege, was that of a brave and loyal officer. The surrender was determined upon unanimously by a council of war when further resistance
seemed useless, inasmuch as the commanding positions were held by
the enemy in a force of not less than 40,000 of all arms in front, on both
I was prompted solely by a sense of duty in not
flanks, and in rear.
assuming the command, and not from a desire to avoid responsibility.
Of the obloquy, if any there be, which attaches to the surrender I expect to assume my share, and scorn to shelter myself behind the funeral
pall of an officer who, whatever his military errors, died in defense of
our country.
I have applied to the Adjutant-General for a court of inquiry to investigate the causes of the surrender and to determine whether it w^as
justifiable or not, and trust the court will be ordered.
The forces of
the enemy were as follows: In front and on right flank the divisions of
Generals Jackson, A. P. Hill, and Lawton (EwelPs) on the left flank,
Loudoun Heights, General Walker’s division, and in rear, Maryland
Heights, General McLaws about 40,000 in all, under the chief command of General Jackson.
The topography of Harper’s Ferry and its surroundings exhibits the
fact that Maryland, Loudoun, and Bolivar Heights are separated from
each Other by more than 2 miles of distance, with a great natural barrier, either the Potomac or Shenandoah, separating each from the others.
To i)roperly defend it, requires a force sufficient to hold all these heights,
and very much larger than we had. The separation of a command as
small as ours, to hold all these heights, would insure its speedy destrucIt was necessary to choose one of the heights, and defend that
tion.
that was done. I append hereto a report of the killed and wounded, so
far as any returns have been made.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
;

—

JULIUS WHITE,
Brigadier- General.
Col.

William D. Whipple,
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Harper’s Ferry, Va., September

15, 1862.

of capitulation this day entered into between Brig. Gen. Julius
White, of the United States Army, commissioner upon the part of
the United States, and Maj. Gen. A. P. Hill, of the Confederate States

Terms

Army, commissioner upon the part of the Confederate States
I. The garrison of Harper’s Ferry, including all the troops at present under command of Col. I). S. Miles, with all munitions of war and
34 R R VOL XIX, PT I
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public property of every description belonging to the United States,
will be surrendered to Maj. Gen. A. P. Hill, commissioner appointed by
Major-General Jackson, of tbe Confederate States Army. The officers
and men to be paroled, not to serve against the Confederate States until
regularly exchanged. The officers to be allowed to retain their side arms
and personal property.
II. It is also agreed upon the part of the two commissioners that these
terms of surrender do not include those soldiers of the Confederate
States who, having been regularly enlisted in the service of the Confederate States, have deserted the same, and taken service in the United
States Army.
A. P. HILL,
Major-General^ G.
Army.

JULIUS WHITE,
Brigadier-General^ U. S. Volunteers.

Brigadier-General White proposed the following, which

is

not ad-

mitted, viz:
Provided that no person shall be considered a deserter whose prior service against
the United States has been compulsory.

Brigadier-General White therefore protests in the name of the United
States against any construction of the terms of this capitulation other
than as proposed by him.
A. P. HILL,
Major- General.

JULIUS WHITE,
Brigadier-General^ V. S. Volunteers.
[Indorsement.]

September
General White informs

ond

me

that no one

20, 1862.

was delivered under the

sec-

'

article.

L.

THOMAS,
Adjutant-General.

Annapolis, September
Brig. Gen.

Lorenzo Thomas,

Adjutant-General^ U. S.

22, 1862.

Army

:

have the honor to state that, in my judgment, the public
interests require an investigation into the causes of the recent surrender
of Harper’s Ferry, with the garrison stationed there, and do therefore
respectfully request that a court of inquiry be ordered for the purpose.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

General

:

I

JULIUS WHITE,
Brigadier- Geiieral.

Washington,

September 25, 1862.

Gen. Lorenzo

Adjutant- General
Brig.
General Having been permitted to amend the report of the events
which occurred at Harper’s Ferry, including the surrender of that post,
1 respectfully submit the inclosed, which I ask may be appended and
made a part of the report.
I am, general, very respectfullv, vour obedient servant,
:

JULIUS WHITE,
Brigadier- General., U, S. Volunteers.

THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN.

CUAP. XXXI.]

531

A]MENDATORY APPENDIX.
Immediately after my arrival at Harper’s Ferry, in a conversation
with Colonel Miles as to his plan of defensive operations, he stated that
I sughis orders were to hold Harper’s Ferry to the last extremity.
gested that Maryland Heights appeared to be the key to the position,
and offered tlie only feasible line of retreat should that become necessary, as well as the most defensible position should it become necessary
to concentrate the entire force at any one point, and that it should be
defended at all hazard and with the entire force if necessary.
To this view he assented, and informed me he had erected defenses
on the summit, the position of our naval battery being about half-way
down the southwestern slope.
I was requested by him to assume the direction of affairs on the left of
the line, at Bolivar Heights. So soon as I had heard of the evacuation
of Maryland Heights, I sought Colonel Miles, as before stated, and
j)roposed retaking the position. He informed me, however, that the
heavy guns had been spiked and thrown down the mountain, and that
the four brass field-pieces were spiked, the spokes cut from the wheels,
and, therefore, they could not be removed and were utterly useless.
Without the heavy guns, which would have covered the crossing, the
transfer of the forces across the Potomac was deemed by him impracticable.

The considerations which prompted me to concur in the judgment of
the council of war, when the surrender was decided ui)on, were as follows

:

The loss of Maryland Heights and their occupancy by the enemy
a force greatly superior to our own entire force.
2d. The commanding officers of the batteries composed of our best
guns reported their ammunition exj^ended, except canister, &c., for
short range.
dd. All hoj)e of re-enforcement had departed, the firing during the engagements of Alajor-General McClellan’s forces with the enemy having,
(lay by day, receded northwesterly.
4th. The enemy in front, exclusive of his strength on Loudoun and
Maryland Heights, was double our OAvn, the preponderance of available
artillery being still greater.
5th. There appeared no good object to be attained by the sacrifice of
life without a reasonable hoi)e of success.
0th. The council of war was unanimous in the opinion that further
1st.

in

resistance was useless.
1 was verbally informed by Major Mcllvaine, Colonel Miles’ chief of
artillery, that the entire amount of artillery at the post was forty-six
l)ieces, exclusive of seven small guns, known as Ellsworth guns.
On Sunday night, the evening before the surrender, I proposed to send
to the front all the guns at Camp Hill (the interior work), and was
informed there were neither horses nor harness to move them.
On Sunday afternoon 1 ordered the Twelfth New York Militia to the
left front, to participate in the engagement.
It was ordered back by
Colonel Miles, as I am informed, on the ground that Camp Hill must be
held by a part of our force. This position was protected on all sides

by our outer

lines.

llespectfLilly submitted.
•

JULIUS WHITE,

Brigadier -General., U. S. Volunteers.

^
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Report of Lieut. Henry M. Binney^ Tenth Maine Infantry., aide-de-camp
of operations at Earperh Ferry September 1-15.

Harper’s Ferry, September

General:

18, 1862.

Pave the honor to submit to you the following report of
occurrences and events at Harper’s Ferry, Va., behavior of artillerists,
officers and men connected with the different arms, under the command
of Dixon S. Miles, colonel Second Infantry, U. S. Armjy from the 1st
day of September and ending with the fall of Colonel Miles, on Monday,
September 15, 1862, from an abbreviated journal, kept each day by Lieut.
H. M. Binuey, aide-de-camp
Monday., September 1, 1862. Eumors reached Colonel Miles this p. m.
of a demonstration of the enemy, to cross the Potomac into Maryland,
I

—

near the mouth of the Monocacy Elver, at Poland’s Ferry. Colonel Miles
immediately communicates the rumor to headquarters at Baltimore and
Washington, and sends to Point of Eocks the Eighty-seventh Ohio Volunteers (Colonel Banning), with two 12-i)ounder howitzers, with plenty
of ammunition. Tlie enemy’s cavalry, 25 in number, under Lieutenant
Baylor, dashed into Keys’ Ferry this p. m., at 4 o’clock, and captured 6
inckets, in charge of a sergeant, and belonging to Capt. H. A. Cole, First
Maryland Potomac Home Brigade Cavaliy. Colonel Miles was very
busy all day and the i)revious night, doing all he could to prepare himself for the coming struggle, and placing himself to meet an attack at
Colonel Banning, Eighty-seventh Ohio, reports the enemy
all points.
crossing at different points in the vicinity of the mouth of the Monocacy
Eiver.
Tuesday, September 2, 1862. Colonel Banning advises us “The enemy
have crossed a large force near Koland’s Ford, below Point of Eocks.”
The One hundred and fifteenth Kew York Volunteers, Colonel Sainmou,
arrived and were sent to Charlestown, Summit Point, Opequon Bridge,
and Halltown, to relieve the Eleventh New York State Militia (Colonel
Maidhof ), whose term of service had expired. Colonel Miles and staff*
rode to the front and examined the defensible points of Bolivar Heights.
Eeceived telegram 10 p. m. from General Halleck, notifying Colonel Miles
that General White had been ordered to evacuate Winchester. Colonel
Miles sent his aide, Mr. Binney, to Halltown, to instruct one company
of the One hundred and fifteenth Kew York, stationed there, in regard
to throwing out pickets and vedettes on diff'erent roads and passes.
Vedettes were placed on Charlestown road, Shepherdstown road, and
on the road leading to Keys’ Ford, on Shenandoah Eiver, 4J miles distant from Halltown. Lieutenant Binney, with an orderly, Avent to Keys’
Ford to ascertain the truth of the reported capture of Cole’s cavalry
party of 25 Conjnekets, and ascertained the facts to be as follows:
federate cavalry dashed down the Kabletown or river road and captured
the outer vedette a quarter of a mile from his comrades, and forced him
to inform them of the position of the others, who were at that time in a
corn-shed, dismounted. They dashed in and captured the party without
resistance on the part of our jiickets. This party of Confederate cavalry
AAms led by a Lieutenant Baylor, son of the notorious Captain or Colonel
Baylor who was killed at the battle of Winchester.
Wednesday., September 3, 1862. Considerable excitement at this place
on account of reports’from Point of Eocks of the enemy having crossed,
and driven in our pickets their infantry are seen drawn up in liue
opposite Point of Eocks, on the Virginia side, up to 12 at night. Enemy

—

A

—

;

;;
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are said to have crossed a large army into Alarylaud at Noland’s Ferry.
Telegraph lines are being molested somewhere between this place aud
Baltimore. Enemy appear near Point of Bocks.
Thursday^ September 4, 1862.— Colonel Banning, Eighty-seventh Ohio,
at Point of Rocks, falls back toward Berlin. Colonel Allies, on beingadvised of it, immediately orders him back to his former position. Telegraph communications with Baltimore are considerably interrupted.
Enemy have crossed in large numbers, under Lee, Jackson, and Longstreet they cut the canal at Seven-mile level and run the water out, in
order to cross their artillery. Brig. Gen. Julius White arrives with his
brigade from Winchester Thirty-ninth New York, Colonel D’Utassyj
Thirty-second Ohio, Col. T. H. Ford; Sixtieth Ohio, Colonel Trimble;
Ninth Vermont, Colonel Stannard, with Rigby’s and Potts’ batteries
First Alaryland Cavalry, Captain Russell, and battalion Rhode Island
;

—

Cavalry, Alajor Corliss.
Friday^ September 5, 1862. Colonel Aides assumes command. General AA'hite goes to Alartinsburg and assumes command of forces at that
place.
General A. P. Hill intrenches himself at Lovettsville, opposite
Berlin. Enemy crossed last night into Alaryland with cavalry, infantry,
and artdlery (Jackson, Lee, and others), with others. Brad. Johnson,
&c., with from 40,000 to 60,000, and march toward Frederick City destroy Alonocacy Bridge. Jackson locates himself at Frederick City.
Colonel Aliles brigades his troops as follows
First Brigade (right wing, line of battle Bolivar Heights, Va.), Col.
F. G. D’Utassy (Thirty-ninth New York) commanding: Thirty-ninth
New York (Garibaldi Guard) Infantry; One hundred and eleventh New
York Volunteers, Colonel Segoine One hundred and fifteenth New
York, Colonel Summon battery Fifteenth Indiana Volunteers, Capt.
Von Sehlen.
Second Brigade (left wing, line of battle Bolivar Heights, Va.), Colonel
Trimble (Sixtieth Ohio) commanding: Sixtieth Ohio Volunteers, Colonel
Trimble One hundred and twenty-sixth New York, Colonel Sherrill
Ninth Vermont Volunteers, Colonel Stannard ; Potts’ battery (substituted Rigby’s subsequently).
Third Brigade, commanding on Alaryland Heights (including the
heavy siege guns thereon). Aid., Col. Thomas H. Ford (Thirty-second
Ohio) commanding
Thirty-second Ohio Volunteers, Colonel Ford
battalion First Alaryland Potomac Home Brigade, Alaj. John A. Steiner;
Captain AIcGrath, Company F, Fifth New York Heavy Artillery; Alajor
Corliss’ battalion Rhode Island cavalry
detachment First Alaryland
;
Cavalry, Captain Russell.
Fourth Brigade (commanding the intrenchraents on Camp Hill, Va.),
Col. AV. G. Ward (Twelfth New York State Alilitia) commanding (three
months): Twelfth New York State Alilitia, Colonel Ward; Captain
Gmham’s company (A), Fifth New Y^'ork Heavy Artillery; Captain
Rigby’s battery (Potts’ substituted afterward) Eighty-seventh Ohio
Volunteers, Colonel Banning (three months).
Independent commands First Alaryland Potomac Home Brigade
Regiment, Colonel Alaulsby, Sandy Hook, Aid. Eighth New York Cavalry, Col. B. F. Davis, Harper’s Ferry, Va.
detachments companies
First Alaryland Potomac Home Brigade Cavalry, under Captain Cole,

—

;

;

;

;

:

;

:

;

;

Sandy Hook.
Captain Faithful, provost-marshal and commanding at Frederick City,
sending off all his commissary and quartermaster stores he
could, and destroys the balance. Dr. Weir, in charge of hospital, succeeds in sending his sick and wounded to Gettysburg, and saves his
Aid., reportvS
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most valuable medical stores and destroys the rest, raitliful retreats
and forms a connection with his regiment (Colonel Maulsby^s) at or near
Sandy Hook, Md.

—

Saturday^ September 6, 1802. General Lee’s army, in part, enter FredColonel Banning, Eighty-seventh Ohio, with his two howitzers, falls back to Berlin and shells the rebels’ advance guard, and on
the opposite side of the Potomac. Colonel Banning again retreats before
superior numbers to Knoxville; his guns are worked by a section of
erick City.

Captain Graham’s company (A), Fifth Kew York Artillery. The sergeant refuses to leave his guns, and takes them from hill to railroad on
a car pushed by hand to Sandy Hook, but leaves one limber and equipments. Scouts and refugees report the enemy in large force, and advanciag toward Knoxville. They advance toward Banning’s position,
who shells their advance and retires back to Sandy Hook, and forms a
junction with Colonel Maulsby’s Maryland regiment. Colonel Miles
visits his outposts, and makes every preparation to meet the enemy and
check their advance in every or any direction. He sends an engine and
platform car to Berlin, and recovers the limber to howitzer, equipments,

and ammunition left by Banning at Berlin. Our telegraphic communications eastward cut off; obliged to forward via Wheeling, Pittsburgh,
&c. The operator receives the following dispatch: ‘‘How are you.
General Pope? General Jackson’s army.” Quiet from dark until midAn alarm from Sandy Hook. Colonel Miles and his staff*. Lieutenant Binney, aide-de-camp, and Lieutenant Willmon, go down to outer
vedettes, and remain until day-break. Eeturn.
Sunday^ September 7, 1862. Colonel Miles and staff’ again visit Sandy
Hook, and go out as far as Weverton Mill, on road to Berlin and Point
of Bocks. He directs a reconnaissance of cavalry under Major Marked, Eighth Kew York Cavalry; sends also Lieutenant Green, with a
small party of Cole’s Maryland cavalry, with instructions not to return
until he had felt the enemy and ascertained something definite. Marked, with squadron Eighth Kew York Cavalry, goes as far as Berlin;
Lieutenant Green goes on past, and pushes
liears rumors and returns.
through Petersvide and Middletown to within 2J miles of Frederick
City, and “beards the lion in his den.” He drives in the enemy’s vedettes at five different points, and causes the enemy to beat the long
rod along his whole line. Citizens of Middletown demonstrate their
Union sentiments. Green returns, without loss, with several rebel prisoners. General White reports his cavalry pickets driven in. He sends
out Colonel Voss, with the Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, who meets the enemy,
and, after a severe fight, routs them and takes 45 prisoners, horses, and
equipments. The enemy lose 15 killed and large number wounded.
Colonel Voss loses 2 killed and 12 wounded. Colonel Miles visits ad
the positions in and around Harper’s Ferry, Maryland Heights, Sandy
night.

—

Hook, Bolivar Heights, and Camp Hid ; sees ad the commanding officers; teds them he expects they will do their duty in the coming strugencourages the men, and gives general instructions.
gle
Monday, September 8, 1862. Colonel Miles, with his aide. Lieutenant
;

—

Binney, visits Maryland Heights visits the diff'erent commanding officers and Colonel Ford, and gives his instructions in regard to their
important position; encourages them, but gives them to understand
that they must retain those heights at ad hazards, as he considers
them the key to his whole position, and represents that he could defy
an army of 25,000 or 30,000 on his front or flank, by holding the
Maryland Heights with the batteries thereon. He gives particular
instructions to Colonel Ford, commanding, that he can and he must
;
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representing if he could hold on for five days after the
general attack, he felt sure the Government would send him assistThe enemy appear to be crossing Blue Eidge Mountains at
ance.
Snicker’s Gap the same observed yesterday. The smoke and dust
indicate a large encampment. This i). m. the appearances indicate a
division of columns, one moving toward Cumberland, the other making
have unrea retrograde movement back through Snicker’s Gap.
liable reports of the Union forces coming up from Washington, on both
the Virginia and Maryland side of the Potomac, but we can obtain no
reasonable foundation or reliable information to that effect. General
White writes from Martiusburg that he will make a reconnaissance
Colonel Miles orders Eighth New York
in force toward Winchester.
Cavalry to meet him at Smithfield and co-operate with him in his reconnaissance Colonel Downey, at Kearney sville, to do the same. Our
party went out, but did not meet General White’s party. Eighth New
York Cavalry go to Bunker Hill, Smithfield, and as far as Summit Point j
capture a few pickets. Colonel Miles, finding himself short of forage
and subsistence, seizes all the flour in stores and the mills in the vicinalso sends out foraging parties toward Charlestown for hay, &C.5
ity
hauls in considerable forage from the Washington estate, near Hailtown.
Colonel Miles instructs Colonel Downey, at Kearneysville, to remain and
protect the road and bridge at Opequon, unless severely pressed by the
enemy in which case he will retreat to Shepherdstown, cross the river,
and fall back on eastern bank of the Potomac to Maryland Heights, and
report to Colonel Ford for duty there. Major Eodgers sent to Washington with dispatches. Major Corliss, Ehode Island cavalry, makes a reconnaissance into Solomon’s [Gap] thence down through Jefferson, drives
captures 25 prisoners, and pushes on to within
in the enemy’s pickets
2 miles of Jackson’s main army returns without loss. Scouts report
no enemy yet at Hagerstown. Our scouts also report only 400 cavalry
(rebel) at Winchester, but report a large force marching through Snicker’s Gap, destined for the valley of the Shenandoah.
Tuesday^ September 9, 1802.— Colonel Miles, with his aide, visits Sandy
Hook and Maryland Heights; returns, and goes out on left ridge of Bolivar Heights, toward the Shenandoah, and examines the points likely to
be turned by the enemy on that flank. Telegrai)hs cut off* westward near
Sleepy Creek, west of Martinsburg; in working order again in afternoon.
Colonel Miles and staff again visit Sandy Hook visit Colonel Banning’s
outposts as far as Weverton. Jackson said not to be at Frederick,
but General Lee’s army, Longstreet, &c. General Anderson said to
be at Lovettsville, with six guns and 3,000 men, with large army train.
Cars arrive from Cumberland met obstructions on railroad. Left at
7.30 ]). m. for Martinsburg, taking empty cars, &c., for General White.
Enemy reported at Boonsborough, Md., near Solomon’s Gap.
Wednesday^ September 10, 18G2.— Captain Eussell, First Maryland
Cavalry, reports his dash on Frederick, what he did, and what he saw.
(Ine column of the enemy appears to be moving toward Baltimore, on
Georgetown turnpike the other moving toward Frederick City, from the
I’otomac. General White, at Martinsburg, writes ^‘The enemy will be
liold tliem,

;

We

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

:

Maryland, and we will be gobbled up in their retreat.”
Colonel Davis, Eighth New York Cavalry, made a reconnaissance toward
Winchester to day, but saw no enemy. Colonel Downey, Third Maryland, scouts with a squad of Captain Shamburg’s cavalry into Maryland;
meets the enemy near Boonsborough, Md., 1,500 strong. Downey has
but 19 cavalry, and boldly dashes into the enemy, who are composed of
infantry, artillery, and cavalry.
So suddenly does he come upon them
whi|)i)ed in

;
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that they are thrown into utter confusion, but soon rally on ascertaining
Downey’s small party, and charge on him with their cavalry. Colonel
Downey’s horse killed, and himself wounded in head thinks he killed
9 or 10 of the enemy, and he lost himself but 1 killed and 3 wounded.
Colonel Miles’ staff (Major Mcllvaine, Lieutenant Binney, and Lieutenant Willmon) visit the lookout or observatory on Maryland Heights.
see no indications of the enemy in any direction.
Thursday^ September 11 1862. Colonel Miles and staff visit Maryland
Heights. The enemy make their appearance at Solomon’s Gap ; cavalry
go out to feel them and their intentions reported in large force. Colonel
Miles orders a strong picket force in that direction. Solomon’s Gap is
the key to Antietam Ford, on Potomac also to Maryland Heights. The
enemy advance in large force into Pleasant Valley, eastern slope Maryland Heights. They shell our pickets from Solomon’s Gap, and advance
in such force as to drive back our pickets.
Quiet during the night
a general attack expected along our whole eastern front in morning.
General White writes he is entirely surrounded. Colonel Miles sends
him empty cars for his baggage his baggage arrives here at midnight.
Friday^ September 12, 1862. Enemy advance during the night and
throw into the woods up the eastern slope of Maryland Heights three
whole brigades of infantry musketry tiring most all day. Captain
McGrath opens his big guns in the direction of Solomon’s Gap. The
enemy advancing at Solomon’s Gap ; they throw thirty-eight shells into
our pickets there j we retire.
The enemy, in force, attack us at the observatory, but we repulse them with severe loss. Colonel Miles re-enforces the heights by sending Downey’s Third Maryland Eegiment.
Our men hold the lookout all night. Colonel Miles directs Colonel Ford
to hold these heights at all hazards, and he will send him another regiment, if wanted. Colonel Miles and Lieutenant Binney visit the outposts.
General While arrives tfom Martinsburg. General White generously gives up all claims to command to Colonel Miles. Colonel Miles
accepts.
General White t 'nders his services to Colonel Miles. Colonel
Miles issues a general order accepting the trust, and orders that the
troop^ will obey implicitly all orders given by General White.
general
attacK expected at all points at day-break.
Saturday^ September 13, 1862. —The ball opens early by Captain McGrath on Maryland Heights ; throws his shells into the gap and along
edge of mountain with effect. The enemy gain ground in the woods
Colonel Ford calls for re-enforcements. One hundred and twenty-sixth
New York and Thirty-ninth New York are promptly sent to his assistance.
Enemy press on the One hundred and twenty-sixth New York break
and fall back j Colonel Sherrill, while bravely rallying them, is wounded
in the face, and they become panic-stricken.
Colonel Miles and staff'
go upon the heights his staff officers rally two or three companies of
the One hundred and twenty-sixth New York. The regiment partially
rally under the exertions of a meritorious officer of the regiment. First
Lieut. Samuel A. Barras, but again get the panic and retreat. Colonel
Miles orders Colonel Ford, and if he can send him any more re-enforcements he will do so, provided he is not attacked on Bolivar in front.
Enemy extend their lines to the Potomac. Colonel Ford fearful he cannot bold the heights. Colonel Miles tells him ‘‘You can and you must.”
The panic became so great in the One hundred and twenty-sixth New
York that Colonel Ford could do nothing with them. The Garibaldians
were ordered by Colonel Miles’ aide to bayonet the panic-stricken men if
they attempted to brealv through the Garibaldians’ lines. Much praise
is due the gallant Garibaldians, who were under their major, for their
;

We

—

,

;

;

—

;

;

A

;

;

;

;

:
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Also the Thirty-second Ohio Yolnnteers
deserve credit. Captain McGrath, commandiog big gnus, keeps np a
constant cannonading. Captain Graham, with his 20-ponnder Parrotts,
on Camp Hill, also rapidly uses his effective guns on the rebels in the
woods on Maryland Heights. The cannonading is tremendous since 2
Colonel Miles still hopes for assistance, but still determined to
p. m.
hold on until his last shell has been fired. Our subsistence short our
long-range ammunition exhausted almost, hardly enough for another
day’s delense. The enemy open about 11 o’clock a. m. on the Charlestown pike with two batteries they are replied to by Eigby’s and Yon
Sehlen’s batteries. The cannonading is now terrific. Colonel Miles expressed a wish that he could be everywhere at the same time. General
White was active, directing movements on the left. Enemy open still
another battery upon Bolivar Heights. Colonel Miles, Lieutenant Binney, aide-de-camp, and Lieutenant Willmon, aide-de-camp, again visit
Bolivar Heights find General White active. He sends Captain Eigby,
with two pieces of artillery, out on Charlestown road to play upon the
enemy, putting a battery in position near Halltown. An officer overtakes" Colonel Miles, from Colonel Pord, on Maryland Heights, who informs Colonel Miles that Ford says his regiments won’t fight, and he
cannot hold the heights. He sends back word that he can and he must.
Colonel Miles afterward wrote the following letter, which was the last
order given by him in regard to that position
steadiness and 'discipline.

;

’

j

;

:

Headquarters Harper’s Ferry,

September 13, 1862.

Colonel Ford,

Commanding Maryland Heights
Since I returned to this side, on close inspection I find your position more defensible than it appears when at your station.
Covered as it is at all points by the cannon of Camp Hill, you will hold on, and can hold on, until the cows’ tails drop off.
D. S. MILES,
Colonel Second Infantry^ Commanding.

Major Mcllvaine, chief of artillery, opens two 20-pounder Parrotts on
Hill upon the enemy on Maryland Heights. Colonel Miles and
Lieutenant Binney, his aide, again visit Bolivar Heights, while Mr.
Biiiney observes indications of a retreat at Maryland Heights, and calls
Colonel Miles’ attention. He looks and says, “ My God, Colonel Ford
is evacuating his position
we must stop it.” Bolivar Heights are 2^
miles from the Maryland Heights. Colonel Miles is very indignant.
(Jolonel Miles and Lieutenant Binney start for the position, but on arriving at Camp Hill we saw that it was too late. The siege guns had
been spiked, and the troops were leaving the heights by order of Col.
Thomas H. Ford, Thirty-second Ohio, in charge. Colonel Ford’s excuse was his men would not fight. In the opinion of all, the Thirtyninth, H’TJtassy’s regiment, and the Thirty-second Ohio, with McGrath’s
battery, could have held the place at least that night. Colonel Ford’s
forces were as follows: Thirty-second Ohio, 700; Thirty-ninth New
York (Garibaldi Guard), 600 One hundred and twenty-sixth New York
(useless), 1,000; One hundred and fifteenth New York, 1,000; Ehode
Island and Maryland cavalry, 400; McGrath’s battery, 100; battalion
Maryland Potomac Home Brigade, First Eegiment, 300; battalion
Maryland Potomac Home Brigade, Third Eegiment, 500 total, 4,600
men. The enemy had no artillery on the heights at the time, and could
not have had over 5,000 or 8,000 men. Our forces had four 20-pounder
Parrotts on Camp Hill, which completely covered our position on Maryland Heights. Enemy now attack in strong force from Sandy Hook.

Camp

;

;

;

—
538

OPEliATIONS IN

N. VA.,

W. VA., MD., AND PA.

Toward evening Lieutenant Binney sent

to

[CiiAr.

XXXI.

inform General White ot

this attack, which requires his i)reseuce, and leaves Bolivar Heights
to General White.
Enemy open with shell and solid shot on railroad
bridge from Sandy Hook some of shell strike near headquarters. Colonel Miles places two pieces on railroad, and responds to the enemy’s
tire.
The enemy get the worst of it and fall back. Quiet all night.
Sunday, September 14, 1862. The enemy are planting batteries on the
Loudoun Mountain. Captain Graham, on Camp Hill, opens with his
20 -pounder Parrotts to dislodge them. His fire very effective; he dis5

—

mounts two guns. The enemy do not respond. McGrath’s and Von
Sehlen’s batteries play upon Maryland Heights, where the enemy have
planted a battery of two guns. Colonel Miles directs artillerists to save
their ammunition, unless they see the enemy. The firing kejd; up constantly.
Two o’clock p. m., the enemy open at five different points two
lull batteries on Loudoun Mountain, a battery of two pieces on Maryland Heights, a battery of two pieces of long range on Shepherdstown
road and on Charlestown turnpike. The cannonade is now terrific; the
enemy’s shell and shot fall in every direction houses are demolished
and detonation among the hills terrible. It is kept up until dark; our
long-range ammunition is expended only 36 rounds left, which are
distributed by Major Mcllvaine to Captain Graham.
Our cavalry
Eighth New York Cavalry, Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, First Maryland
Cavalry, Cole’s cavalry, and battalion Ehode Island cavalry, all under
Colonel Voss, hold a consultation at Colonel Miles’ quarters, and Colonel Miles issues an order for them to cross the pontoon bridge, and
take Sharpsburg road and cut their way out to our army. They start
at 8.30 p. m. Their escape proves Colonel Miles’ good judgment as to
the route taken. Throughout the day our gallant artillerists hold their
own, and we have lost but 4 killed. Colonel Miles again expresses much
anxiety, and fears if the enemy opens again in the morning he cannot hold
out. No information can be obtained as to the whereabouts of army.
Several attemi)ts of Colonel Miles to open a communication had failed,
and we hear of no effort being made to send us assistance. Several
regimental officers advise him to surrender or evacuate. His reply
was, ‘‘ My last order from headquarters was to hold on at all hazards, and
I shall hold on until my last shell is expended.
O, where is McClellan
and his army?” &c. Three full divisions are now in our front; we are
entirely surrounded. Bebels in front are all under General Jackson
and A. P. Hill. Everything quiet from dark until 9 p. m., when the
enemy’s infantry endeavor to flank us on left, near Shenandoah Biver.
Lieutenant Binney, aide-de-camp, is sent out to post Colonel Banning,
with a howitzer on Eifle Island, to repel any attempt in that direction.
He throws out skirmishers, who connect with Colonel Downey’s skirmishers from river to left ridge of Bolivar Heights. During the night
the enemy in strong force, composed of General Pender’s brigade of
North Carolinians, attempt to turn our flank, which move BrigadierGeneral White shrewdly anticipates and repels with much slaughter.
General White assists Colonel Downey’s regiment, by sending liim
the Ninth Vermont and Thirty-second Ohio Volunteers. Here it was
that Brigadier-General White was most active. His promptness of
action, his personal bravery and firmness, saved this flank from being
turned. General White repulsed them with severe loss to the enemy,
Colonel Miles,
aiul they retire and do not attempt the move again.
aware tliat a desperate struggle must take place by day-break in the
morning, advises with Major Mcllvaine, chief artillery, and decides to

—

;

;
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remove the heavy artillery to Bolivar Heights and fight it out there,
and determined to hold out as long as possible, in hopes that assistance
may arrive. The enemy during the night change the position of their
batteries, and on Monday a. m. by 5.30 o^clock open a terrific cannonade from seven different batteries, enfilading our position on Bolivar
Heights.

—

Monday^ September 15. Colonel Miles and staff and General White
and staff' on Bolivar Heights by day-break the enemy open on Camp
Hill and Bolivar Heights from seven batteries, which renders Camp
Hill almost untenable. Lieutenant Leek, Fifth New York Artillery,
opens a cross-fire upon enemy^s batteries on Loudoun Heights with
)

much eff'ect. This gallant officer is entitled to much credit for his brave
conduct while surrounded with the enemy^s missiles, working his guns
General White plants a battery of
in the most admirable manner.
20-pounder Parrotts on plateau near the Shenandoah, which does fearWe are surrounded
ful and deadly execution to the enemy on Loudoun.
by enemy^s batteries they open from Loudoun Mountain and Loudoun
Farm, Maryland Heights, Charlestown road, Shepherdstown road.
Nothing could stand before such a raking cannonade. Colonel Miles was
everywhere, exposing himself to danger with the bravest, encouraging his
artillerists, and met with many narrow escapes from the bursting shells
of the enemy. At 8 oYlock a. m. our battery officers report their ammunition exhausted. General White meets Colonel Miles on the crest of
heights and consults. General White proposes a consultation of officers.
Lieutenant Binney sent to the left for Colonel Trimble, Second
Brigade. Lieutenant Willmon sent for Colonel H’Gtassy, First Brigade.
The consultation Is held in the midst of shell and round shot, and conclude
to signalize a cessation of hostilities by waving white handkerchiefs,
while General White offers to go out and ask the conditions of the
enemy. The white ffag is exhibited, the artillery stops firing for about
fifteen minutes, when the enemy again open with a terrific cannonade.
Colonel Miles, after having left General White, started with Lieutenant Binney to hunt for our horses and orderlies. Lieutenant Willmon went to hunt the orderlies, while Colonel Miles and Lieutenant
Binney, aide-de-camp, started down the eastern slope of the heights,
where every inch of ground was being torn up by the enemy^s fire.
Colonel Miles took Lieutenant Binney’s hand, and remarked, ^‘Well,
Mr. Binney, we have done our duty, but where can McClellan be ? The
rebels have opened on us again; what do they mean?” Immediately
after a shell X)assed us, striking and exploding immediately behind us,
a piece of which tore the flesh entirely from his left calf, and a small
jfiece cutting his right calf slightly.
Lieutenant Binney immediately
tied his handkerchief above the knee, and called for assistance put
him in a blanket, and, obtaining six men, dragged him to an ambulance,
and sent word to General White.
Colonel Miles, upon his death-bed, mentioned the following names as
deserving credit: Brigadier-General White was everywhere where the
danger was thickest, coolly giving orders and superintending things
generally on the left, which was the most exposed. Colonel Miles exl)ressed himself several times as beiug highly pleased with the assistance rendered by this valuable and gallant officer. Maj. H. B. Mcllvaine,
chief of artillery, Avas also mentioned as deserving much credit for
bravery, and for liis cool and firm manner of placing batteries under the
galling fire of the enemy on Camp Hill and other places, where the most
danger exivsted, encouraging the artillerists. To Capt. Eugeiie McGrath,
;

;

-

;

:
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Company F, Fifth
York Artillery, and Capt. J. H. Graham, Company A, Fifth FTew York Artillery, is due much praise for the masterly
and gallant manner of handling their guns, and good conduct on several
occasions especially to Captain McGrath is due much praise, who commanded the siege guns on Maryland Heights on Saturday. To First
Lieut. Samuel A. Barras, One hundred and twenty-sixth Yew York, is
due much praise in his gallant effort to rally his regiment on the Mary;

land Heights, after the fall of Colonel Sherrill. ITie orderly sergeant
of Yon Sehlen’s battery and a sergeant of Captain Graham’s battery
were highl^^ spoken of by Colonel Miles, and are deserving of promotion
the batteries of Eigby, Potts, and Phillips, for the courage displayed
against tremendous odds of guns and position.
Colonel Miles remarked on his death-bed, ‘‘He had done his duty
he was an old soldier and willing to die.” It was a fit end for an old
soldier.
He had nothing to lose, he said, but he only regretted he could
not live to do justice to the gentlemen so closely connected with him,
for their bravery in carrying his orders over the field, and to his artillery officers. He said he could not understand why the Government
was so slow in sending him assistance. He had held the position
against an army of 40,000 for five days and a half, two and a half of
which were constantly engaged in a heavy artillery duel. He thought
the army must know of his situation, and the tremendous cannonading
must have been beard by McClellan. He lingered until 4.30 p. m. on
Tuesday. His staff officers, at his request, staid by him. His death
was easy, without a struggle. General Hill promised everything in the
way of transportation for body, but he fulfilled nothing, and it was
through the exertions of Major Mcllvaine, Lieutenants Binney and Eeynolds, that a team was procured, and his body was brought to Frederick, thence to Baltimore.
On Friday, September 19, the remains were
conveyed to Sweet Air and buried. Yot being able himself to make a;
report, he requested me to make the above, and left to General White
the duty of justice to his staff officers.
Kespectfully submitted.

HEYRY M. BIYYEY,
Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp.

Julius White,
Commanding Troops

Brig. Gen.

at Harper’’ s Ferry.

Yo. 199.
Col. George L. Willard, One hundred and tieenty-fifth Neio YorJc
Infantry, of the siege of HarpeYs Ferry, September 14-15.

Report of

Hdqrs. 125th Regiment

Yew York

Volunteers,

Annapolis, Md., September 21, 1802.
Sir: I have the honor to report the part taken by the One hundred
and twenty-fifth Regiment Yew York Volunteers during the 14th and
15th of September, 1862, at Harper’s Ferry
About 1 o’clock p. m., on the 14th September, the enemy, who had
succeeded in establishing a battery of rifled guns on Loudoun Heights,
oi)ened with shot and shell upon my regiment, which, having justreturned
from picket duty, were engaged in preparing some food. The fire was
rapid, and all the troops on the plateau made a speedy and somewhat
disorderly retreat. My regiment, in si)ite of my efforts, and subjected
for the first time to a hot fire, retreated in a good deal of disorder
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toward the ravine running south from the battery on Bolivar Heights.
this point I succeeded in rallying them, and reformed the regiment
on the east side, where it remained until ordered to cross to the west.
Here two companies (Captains Cornell and Wood) were detached, by
order of Brigadier-General White, to support two guns which had been
ordered to advance. With the remaining eight companies I was directed,
by the same officer, to occupy the ravine on the road leading to the
Shenandoah. Four companies, under Lieut. Col. L. Crandell, occu])ied
the extreme left of the line, protected by a slight skirt of woods, and
four companies, under my own command, subsequently re enforced by
one of the companies which had been detached, were placed on the open
ground. On my right was the Third Maryland and Ninth Vermont Kegiments. During the night I called upon the commanding officer of the
Third Maryland, Lieutenant-Colonel Downey, and with him on Colonel
Stannard, of Ninth Vermont, and, upon consultation, a request was sent
to Colonel Trimble, Sixtieth Ohio, commanding brigade, to grant us an
interview, in the hope that some change might be made in the disposition of the troops, as we had become aware that the enemy had placed
batteries on the opposite side of the Slienandoah, which it was believed
would make our line of defense untenable. This interview was without
result, as Colonel Trimble stated distinctly that the orders were to hold
the line as then established. Some slight changes were then ordered in
the position of the Ninth Vermont and Third Maryland, which were
effected about 4 o’clock a. m. of the 15th September.
At daylight on the 15th September the enemy opened from the batteries which he had placed in position during the night, and was replied
to by the two guns which had been placed in rear of the right wing of
my regiment. The fire was very severe, and continued until about 8
o’clock a. m., when, to my astonishment, I saw a white flag raised from
the battery on Bolivar Heights.
The firing from the enemy’s batteries did not immediately stop, and I
remained with my regiment in position until there was not to my knowledge any guns or troops on my right, all having retired and the firing
ceased. Forty-five minutes after the raising of the white flag I ordered
the regiment to retire, which was done in good order, although subjected
to an artillery fire from Loudoun Heights, which opened on my regiment
and killed 2 of my men. 1 ordered the regimental colors to be torn from
the staff and destroyed, to prevent them from falling into the hands of
the enemy. The casualties are as follows *
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

At

:

G. L.
Colonel

.

One hundred mid

WILLARD,

ticenty-Jifth Regt.

New Yorh

Vols.

Colonel Trimble,
Sixtieth OhiOj

Commanding Brigade.

No. 200.
Report of

Col.

Thomas H. Ford, Thirty^second Ohio Infantry,
ing brigade, of action on Maryland Heights.

September

command-

—

,

1802.

Sir I have the honor to report that on the 5th instant I was ordered by Colonel Miles, commandant at Harper’s Ferry, to the command
of Maryland Heights, directly opposite Harper’s Ferry.
:

Embodied

in No, 202,

i).

549.
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On the evening of the same day I assumed the command of the troops
there stationed, consisting of the Thirty-second Eegiment Ohio VolunteeiTnfantry, under command of Maj. S. M. Hewitt; a squadron of Ehode
Island cavalry, under command of Major Corliss; three companies of
the First Maryland Potomac Home Brigade, under command of Maj.
John A. Steiner; two companies of the First Maryland Cavalry, under
command of Captains Eussell and Graftiin, and Capt. Eugene McGrath’s
battery of Kew York Heavy Artillery, numbering in all about 1,150
men.
Immediately upon my arrival at the heights, assisted by Major Steiner and Captain McGrath, I made strict examination of the situation of
the defensive preparations, and found that no fortifications had been
made so as to enable us to resist a superior force, the eastern and northern slope of the mountain being open and easy of access for any number of troops through Solomon’s Gap. I found that at Solomon’s Gap
a battery of artillery might be placed in position so as to repel almost
any force. I at once made ai)plication for a battery of artillery, in order
to enable me to command that position, and, after continuous efibrtsfor
several days to obtain the battery, was overruled hy Colonel Miles and
gave up that mode of defense. Strict examination was then made of
the top of the mountain, at a point familiarly known as the ^‘Lookout,”
and my judgment was convinced that, if I could procure a section of
artillery, I could make a stand at that point, and probably prevent the
enemy from ascending the mountain, either on the eastern or northern
slope through the gap but, after making a second appeal for guns to
man that position, I was told by Colonel Miles that if I and Captain
McGrath had our way, we would have all the artillery at Harper’s Ferry
;

on Maryland Heights.
project as a

means of

Being

foiled in

my

eflbrts, I

abandoned

this

defense.

On the 11th instant the enemy in large numbers encamped in Pleasant Valley, directly opposite Solomon’s Gap, and drove in our pickets
stationed there, shelling them out from the valley below. I immediately
re-enforced the pickets at the lookout by oiie company of the Thirtysecond Ohio Volunteer Infantry, commanded by Captain Hibbets, and
tAvo companies of the Potomac Home Brigade, commanded by Captain
Brown and Lieutenant Bridge.
Early on the following morning it was ascertained that the enemy’s
I)ickets were stationed at Solomon’s Gap, and that our pickets were
driven back about 2^ miles, to a church on the Eohrersville road. Having been re-enforced by a battalion of the Thirty-ninth ]New York, under
the command of Major Hildebrandt, and one company of the One hundred and eleventh Yew York, and the Onehundred and twenty- sixtl; Yew
York, under command of Colonel Sherrill, I immediately ordered Colonel
Sherrill, with his regiment, and Major Hewitt, with five companies of the
Thirty-second Ohio Volunteer Infantry, to the top of the mountain, to
re-enforce Captains Hibbets and Brown, who were already there, whilst
Captain Crumbecker, of Thirty-second Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and
two companies of the One hundred and twenty-sixth Yew York were
left to guard the eastern slope of the mountain, and Major Hildebrandt,
with a portion of his battalion and two companies of Thirty-second
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, were placed in position to defend Captain
McGrath’s heavy artillery, of two 9-inch columbiads and one 50-pounder
rilled piece.

Brisk skirmishing commenced along the entire line about 3 o’clock
and was continued until darkness closed the scene, with varied
success, at times our forces driving them down the mountain slope, with

p. m.,
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great slaughter, and then in turn being driven back. During the night
both armies slept on their arms within speaking distance of each other,
and certainly not more than 300 yards apart. It was apparent to all
that on the morning of the 13th the decisive battle would be fought.
I immediately made a pressing call for re-enforcements from the opposite
side of the river, assuring Colonel Miles that at least three regiments
must be sent to my relief during the night, or all must be lost in the
morning, as the enemy were then on the mountain in ten times our number.
So anxious was I to obtain re-enforcements, that, in addition to
sending couriers twice to headquarters, I sent Major Hewitt, at 11 o’clock
at night, for the purpose of impressing Colonel Miles with the importance
of having re-enforcements at once.
Colonel Miles reiterated to Major Hewitt just what he said in his
letter to me during the evening— ‘Hhat re-enforcements should be on
that he did not wish
the heights by the break of day in the morning
to remove troops at night, lest he might create a panic among the remaining troops at Bolivar Heights. Notwithstanding these assurances,
I did not receive re-enforcements until 9 o’clock, at which time Colonel
Downey’s battalion of live companies arrived.
On the morning of the 13th, about G.30 o’clock, the battle commenced,
with great fury, on the top of the mountain, about a mile from the lookout, and 400 or 500 yards from a slight breastwork, thrown up two days
before by Captain Whittier, of the Potomac Home Brigade. Our forces
were driven back, after two hours’ hard hghtiug, to the breastworks,
w^here they made a most obstinate and determined resistance. At this

One hundred and

twenty-sixth
severely wounded,
and was carried from the field. This produced a panic, particularly in
his own regiment, many of them leaving the field in confusion and
disorder. TTie residue of the troops, either hearing or imagining from
the general backward movement that an order to retreat had been
given, commenced a precipitate retreat down the mountain; the enemy
in the mean time taking possession of our fortifications and the lookout (having driven us by this time, about 11 o’clock in the day, a distance of 2 miles) on the top of the mountain. At this critical juncture
Colonel Miles and his aide-de-camp. Lieutenant Willmon, arrived on
the heights, and witnessed for themselves the consternation among the
troops, when I was making an effort to reorganize and induce the
troops to return to the field, in which Colonel Miles and his aide-decamp, Lieutenant Willmon, joined with great spirit and energy, but as
fast as we forced them up one mountain path they returned by another,
until all seemed to be lost.
But after the efforts of Lieutenant Willmon,
assisted by rqy aide-de-camp. Major Steiner, Adjutant Pearce, Lieutenant's Bentley and Patterson, for one and a half hours, partial order was
restored, and a portion of the troops returned to the field.
Colonel Miles acknowledged that he had been misled by his scouts
and informers as to the number of the enemy in Pleasant Valley and
at the entrance at Solomon’s Gap, and told me repeatedly, both in private and in the hearing of his own aide-de-camp and others, that if my
troops gave way again I must immediately withdraw my forces from
Maryland Heights to Bolivar Heights, on the opposite side of the river.
1 have forgotten to mention that on the arrival of Colonel Downey with
his battalion, he was immediately sent up the west side of the heights
with his command, in addition to four companies under command of
Ca])tain Palmer, of the Thirty -second Ohio Volunteer Infantry.
Colonel Downey with his command made their way, through all
point the gallant Colonel Sherrill, of the

New York (in command of the forces at the time), fell,
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almost, if not entirely, to tlie lookout, on the top of the
and although they arrived at the heights too late, yet
during the after part of the conflict the gallant young colonel, with his
entire command, aided with great forethought, courage, and coolness,
saving to us many valuable lives, and harassing the enemy at every
point where he attacked them.
At about 12 o’clock Colonel Summon, with seven companies of his regiment (One hundred and fifteenth New York), arrived on the heights.
Eive companies, under the command of the colonel, were placed in
l)osition to support Captain McGrath’s battery, and the remaining two
companies were sent to the mountain top, under command of the lieutenant-colonel. This regiment behaved well, all its officers and men
maintaining to the last the various positions assigned them. Severe
skirmishing continued at all points on the mountain until 3.30 o’clock,
when it was discovered that the enemy were advancing upon us in
great force from the front and right, whilst at the same moment an
entire brigade of the enemy were about to turn our left flank. In
obedience to the positive orders of Colonel Miles, I ordered the guns to
be spiked and dismounted and the forces withdrawn to the opposite
side of the river, all of which was done in good order.- I have been
unable to ascertain accurately the number of killed and wounded in the
engagements, but, from the best information that can be obtained, our
loss in killed, wounded, and missing was about 100 men
whilst that
of the enemy (from information obtained from themselves and from our
own observations) must have been between GOO and 700 in killed and
wounded. Captain McGrath, throughout the entire engagement, proved
himself every inch a soldier, and it is unnecessary for me to say that
as an artillerist he has few equals and no superiors. Under his welldirected fire, shot and shell spread dismay and death on every side of
the enemy.
Of Colonel Sherrill I have only to say that he is a true soldier and a
gallant man also his adjutant, whom I do not knowj and many other
officers of his regiment behaved well, whose names I have never known.
The Thirty-second Ohio, under command of Major Hewitt; the Thirtyninth New York, under command of Major Hildebrandt; a detachment
of the Potomac Home Brigade, under command of Maj. John A. Steiner;
a detachment of the First Maryland Cavalry, under command of Captain Bussell, officers and men, all aided with great courage and coolness,
and too much credit cannot be awarded them. Major Corliss, of the
Bhode Island cavalry, was withdrawn from the heights early in the engagement by order of Colonel Miles.
Instances of individual courage were numerous, but space forbids that
I should enumerate them in this report.
On the 7 th instant, whilst the enemy were crossing in great force at
Point of Bocks, Captain Bussell, with 50 cavalry, attacked them, killing 3 and taking 17 prisoners; among the number was a captain and a
lieutenant.
On the evening before the general engagement. Captain Banning, with
four companies, all under command of my aide-de-camp, B. H. Bentley,
attacked and captured the enemy’s pickets within full view of the enemy’s camp, and brought them to my headquarters as prisoners of war.
All of which is respectfully submitted.

mountain

j

5

;

;

THOS. H. FOBD,
Colonel,

Brig. Gen.

Julius White.

Commanding Third Brigade.
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Camp Miles, Maryland Heights,

Md.,

September

9,

1862.

In accordance with orders received from your headquarters, I
yesterday, with 50 men, proceeded to reconnoiter the country along the
Potomac eastward and toward Frederick City.
At Petersville I met and captured one of the enemy^s cavalry, and his
horse.
At the time he was dressed in citizen^s clothes, and was evidently
reconnoitering the road. At Jefferson I also captured a sergeant-major,
of the Twelfth [?] Louisiana Eegiment.
From Jefferson I struck across the country and came out on the Great
Western turnpike, about 3 miles west of Frederick. I then came upon
miles of Fredthe enemy’s pickets, and pursued them to within about
erick City. I captured there 13 of the enemy and 9 horses. One of the
men captured was a Joshua Fluharty, a deserter from Captain GraffAt the time of his desertion
lin’s company (Hj, First Maryland Cavalry.
he held the position of first sergeant in Captain Grafflin’s company.
When captured he held the position of regimental bugler in one of the
enemy’s regiments. Another (Wheeler) was also a deserter from Captain
Grafflin’s company (H), First Maryland Cavalry.
Among the captured
were, I believe, one captain and one lieutenant.
I saw two columns marching, one from the Potomac on to Frederick,
and the other marching from Frederick City out toward Baltimore or

Sir

:

Washington.

The enemy evidently has no supply trains. I could see only a very
few wagons, not more than enough to supply transportation for officers,
sick, and wounded.
He has but few tents. Soldiers could be seen sleeping on the sidewalks and cellar-doors about the streets. '
Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. H. BUSSELL,
Captain^ Commanding Company 2, First Maryland Cavalry.
Col. Thomas H. Ford,

Commanding Forces

at

Maryland Heights.
[Addenda.]

Headquarters Third Brigade,
September 12, 1862.
400 infantry, under commjiiid of
Major Hildebrandt, and 50 cavalry, under Captain Bussell, are now
fighting at Solomon’s Gap. The rebels have thrown thirty shells and
wounded several men. The rebels are attempting to pass through the
gap, and our men are resisting.

Colonel

;

Our

forces, consisting of

Colonel.,

THOS. H. FOBD,
Commanding Third Brigade.

Headquarters Third Brigade,
September 12, 1862.

Colonel

Our

forces from the lookout report that the enemy are
advancing toward Sandy Hook with infantry, artillery, and cavalry.
Our forces are still fighting at Solomon’s Gap.
:

THOS. H. FOBH,
35

R K —VOL

Colo7iel,

XIX,

PT

I

Commanding Third Brigade.

::
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Headquarters Third Brigade,
September 13, 1862.

Miles
The One hundred and twenty-sixth New York has given way and

Colonel

:

straggling through the woods.

All of our forces are falling back.

THOS. H. rOED,
Commanding Third Brigade,

Headquarters Third Brigade,
Maryland Heights^ Md.j September 13, 1862.
Col.

Dixon

S.

Miles,

Commanding Division
The enemy are extending their

down

from the top of the mountain

lines

to the river.

THOS. H. FOED,
Colonel^

Commanding Third

[September

Brigade.

13, 1862.]

Colonel Miles,

Commanding Division

my men. The One hundred and twenty-sixth all run,
and the Thirty-second Ohio are out of ammunition. I must leave the
hill unless you direct otherwise.
THOS. H. FOED,
Colonelj Commanding Third Brigade.
I cannot hold

No. 201.

Report of Maj. Henry B, Mcllvaine, Fifth New York Heavy Artillery., of
operations at Harper’’ s Ferry August 21 -September 15.

Harper’s Ferry, Va.,
September 19, 1862.

General

I have the honor to make the following report of the part
taken by the artillery in the late engagements at Harper’s Ferry, while
under the command of Col. Dixon S. Miles, Second U. S. Infantry:
August 27. Eeports reaching headquarters that the enemy threat:

—

ened a crossing of the Potomac Eiver into Maryland near Point of
Eocks, by order of Colonel Miles, two 12-pounder guns, with detachments from Capt. John H. Graham’s command. Fifth New York Artillery, and sufficiency of ammunition, were sent to that point supported
by infantry, under Colonel Banning, Eighty- seventh Ohio.
September 7. The enemy make a demonstration on Point of Eocks
Colonel Banning falls back to Berlin in good order, after shellin force.
ing the advanced guard of the enemy.
September 8. The enemy known to be in strong force on our front
and rear. Active preparations are accordingly made for an obstinate

—
—

defense.

'

;
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—

Enemy made the attack on Alaryland Heights with inSeptember 12
Captain McGrath, Fifth ]Sew York Artillery,
fantry and artillery.
commanding naval battery of three guns, with the two 12-pounder light
howitzers, supported by a strong infantry force, under Colonel Ford,
Thirty-second Ohio, open a destructive fire of shell and musketry on
the enemy, holding them in check. By order of Colonel Miles, two
12-pounder guns were added to that battery, making seven in all. Captain Graham assisted in shelling the enemy from the battery on Camp
.

Hill.

—

September 13. Enemy are discovered placing batteries on Loudoun
Heights, on our left flank. Lieutenants Leek and Cundell, of Graham’s
battery, are directed to open fire on them from 24-pounder howitzers,
which is effectively done, causing the enemy to withdraw. Expecting
a simultaneous attack on all sides the following day, two 20-pounder
Parrott guns were added to Captain Eigby’s battery, on the extreme left
of Bolivar Heights, which, with three 24-i)Ounder howitzers already there,
proved a most effective and destructive battery. Cajitain Graham was
ordered to the front, on the extreme right of Bolivar Heights, with three
heavy jiieces of artillery, which also proved very effective; Captain
Phillips’ Few York battery, of six rifled pieces, taking iiosition next
Captain Yon Sehlen, with a battery of six iron rifled 3-inch pieces,
in position about the center ; Lieutenants Leek and Cundell, of Fifth
Few York Artillery, remaining in position on Camp Hill. Captain
Potts’ Ohio battery is in position on right side of road on Camp Hill,
gallantly assisting our now closely i^ressed troops on Maryland Heights
by their rapid and close fire. The enemy make an advance from Sandy
Hook, throwing shell, causing the four pieces of artillery under command
of Colonel Maulsby to fall back to Harper’s Ferry. One section takes
position at pontoon bridge, the other on railroad bridge, Virginia side.
The fire was promptly returned. The enemy opened a battery on our
front, but is harmless.
Captain Eigby is sent with a section of rifled
pieces to engage the enemy on the road to Charlestown. Captains Graham, Yon Sehlen, and Phillips open fire from their guns on the enemy’s
pickets, driving them back. Our troops on Maryland Heights are falliug back from the overwhelming numbers of the enemy. Colonel Miles
sends an order to hold the heights at any cost. Captain McGrath, Fifth
Few York Artillery, keeps up a continuous and rapid fire from the battery^, but it is of no avail.
The order is given by the officer in command
of the heights to spike the guns, and all the troops to retire to Harper’s
Ferry, which was done. At sunset all firing ceased. Lieutenant Thomi)son, orduance oflicer, removed all ammunition from the arsenal to Camp
Hill, securing it in different places most convenient to the batteries.
September 14. The enemy open fire from Maryland Heights with one
and from Loudoun Heights with two batteries ; from Charlestown road a
battery of two guns, and one heavy gun from Shepherdstown road.
Their fire was brisk and range good, rendering it almost impossible to
work the guns on Camp Hill. Our batteries replied with great vigor.
Lost two guns, disabled by the enemy’s fire. Both officers and i)rivates
deserve great credit for their indomitable courage under such a sharp
fire.
Eecaptured the four field pieces left on Maryland Heights. All
firing has ceased.
Brigadier- General White proposes to mass all the
artillery on Bolivar Heights and fight it out there, but the plan was
frustrated by the enemy erecting a battery across the Potomac, on a
bluff, commanding the extreme right of Bolivar, consequently^ enfilading our works ; and it became necessary to leave the guns on Camp

—

..
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nillj that we iu return might enfilade tlie enemy’s Avorks.
Colonel
Miles sent one gun down the railroad, on Shenandoah Eiver, to our extreme left.
two-gun battery near Winchester Eailroad Avas got ready
for action, anticipating an advance of the enemy to turn our left flank.
The attempt Avas made about midnight, but Brigadier- General White
Avith great skill foiled the enemy.
Finding but 36 rounds of ammunition left for the most eftective guns, it was equally dmded.
September 15. Daylight discoA^ered the enemy’s batteries moved up
to close range, and multiplied
seven batteries now opened fire, enfilading the Avorks on Bolivar Heights. Our batteries replied immediately, and the firing was constant and rapid.
Brigadier-General White
and stafl“, Avith Colonel Miles and staff, exposing themsel\"es to the terrific fire of the enemy, gave great confidence to the troops on Bolivar,
Avho stood like veterans until the surrender.
Captains Phillips and
Von Sehlen’>s batteries rendered useless for Avant of ammunition. Captain Graham soon exhausted the ammunition for the 20-pounder Parrotts.
Captains Potts and Eigby keep up a destructive fire on the
enemy. General White orders these last-mentioned to move to a position nearer the enemy and Shenandoah EiA^er, from which they opened a
sharp and effective fire. Eeported to the commanding officers that the
ammunition was nearly expended. After a consultation of officers, it
was decided to surrender. The flag was struck about 9 a. m. white flags
Avere shown on the heights, but the enemy continued their fire twenty
minutes. During this time, and some time after the Avhite flags were
shown. Colonel Miles fell mortally wounded. He remarked, ‘‘ I have
done my best, and what I thought to be my duty. This is a fit end
for a soldier.”
I belieA^e that after the evacuation of Maryland Heights Harper’s
Ferry became untenable.

A

—

;

;

Number of guns used

in the defense of Harper^ s Ferry,

and turned over

to the

enemy.

24 -pounder kowdtzers
20-pounder Parrotts

12-pounder guns
6-pounder smooth guns
12-pounder light howitzers

6
4
6
6
2
10
6

.

3-inch rifled pieces
3-inch rifled, James

These guns are spiked:
10-inch Dahlgrens
50-pounder Parrott
12-pounder light howitzers

2
1
.

12-pounder guns

t.

2
2
47

Eespectfully submitted.

H. B. McILVAINTE,
Major and Chief of Artillery.

——

s
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No. 202.
Return of casualties in the Union forces at Maryland Heights and Harper"^
Ferry,*
[Compiled from nominal

list

of casualties, returns, &c.]

Wounded.

Killed.

Command.

General

Captured or
missing.

<£>

a

7

staff

12th Illinois Cavalry

2d Illinois Light Artillery, Battery

153
97
778
114
109
19

159
100
817
121
113
23

747
510
87
256
530
934
950
881
946
82
643
867
976

791
546
92
267
560
545
981
989
922
1, 031
84
742
913
1,015

1,

714
172

1,

747
172

12,

085

[12,

737

M

65th Illinois Infantry
15th Indiana Battery
Rigby’s (Wilder) Indiana Battery
1st Maryland Cavalry (detachment)
Cole’s Battalion Maryland Cavalryt
1st Maryland Potomac Home Brigade Infantry

3d Maryland Potomac Home Brigade Infantry
8th New York Cavalry
and P,
5th New York Heavy Artillery, Batteries
12th New York Infantry (militia)
39th New York Infantry
111th New York Infantry
115th New York Infantry
125 th New York Infantry
126th New York Infantry
Potts’ Ohio battery (F, 32d Ohio Infantry)
32d Ohio Infantry
60th Ohio Infantry
87th Ohio Infantry
7th Squadron Rhode Island Cavalryt
9th Vei'mont Infantry
Unattached, in hospitals, &c

A

5*20

15

*.

30

Total

41

13

160

435

Officers Killed. Capt. Jacob Sarbaugh, Third Maryland Potomac Home Brigade Infantry, Samuel
R. Breese, Thirty-second Ohio Infantry, and Lieut. Alfred R. Clapp, One hundred and twenty-sixth

New York

Infantry.

Died of Wounds.
Maryland Cavalry.

Col.

Dixon

S.

Miles, Second U. S. Infantry, and Lieut. Daniel C. Hiteshew, First

No. 203.
Record of the Harper'^s Ferry Military Commission,

PROCEEDINGS OF A MILITARY COMMISSION HELD AT WASHINGTON,
CITY, D. C., BY VIRTUE OF THE FOLLO^VING ORDERS
:

*****

Special Orders,
No. 250.
^

XXI

^

War Department,

S

Adjt. Gen.^s Office,
Washington^ September 23, 1862.
*

A special commission will

assemble in this city at 11 o’clock
a. m., oil Thursday, the 25th instant, lor the trial of such cases as may
be brought before it.
*

r.

Includes actions at Maryland Heights September 12 and 13, and at Harper’s Ferry
Bolivar Heights September 14 and 15.
No loss reported.
A number of the wounded fell into the enemy’s hands, and are also counted with

,‘jnd
t

t

the cajitured.
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Detail fbr the Commission Maj. Gen. D. Hunter, U. S. Volunteers;
Maj. Gen. G. Oadwalader, U. S. Volunteers Brig. Gen. 0. C. Augur,
U. S. Volunteers Capt. Bonn Piatt, assistant adjutant-general of volunteers Capt. F. Ball, jr., aide-de-camp Col. J. Holt, Judge-AdvocateGeneral, IT. S. Army, judge-advocate.
By order of the Secretary of War
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
:

;

;

;

;

:

Washington

City, D.

C.,

September 25, 1862.

The Commission met pursuant

to the above orders.
Present, Maj. Gen. D. Hunter, H. S. Volunteers; Maj. Gen. G. Cadwalader, TJ. S. Volunteers; Brig. Gen. C. C. Augur, TJ. S. Volunteers;
Col. J. Holt, judge-advocate.
Absent, Capt. Bonn Piatt, assistant adjutant- general of volunteers;
Capt. F. Ball, jr., aide-de-camp.
The judge-advocate read the order convening the Commission.
Two of its members being absent, the Commission adjourned to meet
to-morrow, Friday, the 26th instant, at 10 a. m.

Washington

City, D.

C.,

Friday., September 26, 1862.

The Commission met pursuant

to adjournment.

Present, Maj. Gen. D. Hunter, IJ. S. Volunteers; Maj. Gen. G. Cadwalader, IT. S. Volunteers; Brig. Gen. C. C. Augur, U. S. Volunteers;
Col. J. Holt, judge-advocate.
Absent, Capt. Bonn Piatt, assistant adjutant-general of volunteers;
Capt. F. Ball, jr., aide-de-camp.
The judge-advocate stated to the Commission that it was the wish of
the Secretary of War that they should adjourn over to Monday, the
29th instant.
Thereupon the Commission adjourned to meet again at 10 a. m. Monday, the 29th of September, 1862.

Washington

City, B.

C.,

Monday., September 29, 1862.

The Commission met pursuant

to adjournment.

Present, Maj. Gen. B. Hunter, TJ. S. Volunteers Maj. Gen. G. Cadwalader, TJ. S. Volunteers; Brig. Gen. C. C. Augur, TJ. S. Volunteers;
Capt. Bonn Piatt, assistant adjutant-general of volunteers ; Capt. F.
Col. J. Holt, Judge- Advocate-General, TJ. S.
Ball, jr., aide-de-camp
Army j udge-ad vocate.
The judge-advocate not being prepared to proceed with the business
of the Commission, at 12 o’clock it adjourned to meet again to-morrow
at 11 a. m.
;

;

,

Washington, D.

C.,

Tuesday, September 30, 1862.
The Commission met pursuant to adjournment.
Present, Maj. Gen. B. Hunter, IJ. S. Volunteers; Maj. Gen. G. Cadwalader, IJ. S. Volunteers Brig. Gen. C. C. Augur, IJ. S. Volunteers;
Capt. Bonn Piatt, assistant adjutant- general of volunteers; Capt. F.
Ball, jr., aide-de-camp; Col. J. Holt, Judge- Advocate-General, U. S.
Army, judge- ad vocate.
The minutes of the last meeting having been read, the Commission
;

:
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was ‘duly, sworn by the judge-advocate, and the judge-advocate was then
sworn by the president of the Commission.*
The judge-advocate then stated that the matters which the Secretary
of War desired to be submitted for the investigation of the Commission
were the circumstances attending the late evacuation of Maryland
Heights, under the command of Colonel Ford, and the subsequent surrender of Harper^s Ferry by Colonel Miles, then in command, in reference
to which the Secretary desired the Commission diligently to inquire
and faithfully to report all the facts bearing, in their judgment, upon
the conduct of said commanding officers, or their subordinates, in making said evacuation and surrender.
Whereupon the judge-advocate produced and read to the Commission
the following papers, to wit
The report of Maj. Gen. John E. Wool, under date of September 27,
1862, addressed to Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, General-in-Chief, IJ. S.
Army, and the several papers therein referred to, from 1 to 10, inclusive,
viz

:t

Eeport of Brig. Gen. Julius White, of the occupation and subsequent evacuation of Martinsburg and retreat to Harper’s Ferry, on the
12th September, 1862.f
2. Eeport of Brig. Gen. Julius White, of the defense of Harper’s
Ferry on the 13th and 14th of September, 1862, and the surrender on
1.

the 15th.J
3.

Eeport of Lieut. H. M. Binney, acting aide-de-camp to Colonel

Miles, of the

same defense and surrender.§

Eeport of Col. Thomas H. Ford, of Thirty-second Ohio Volunteers,
commanding Third Brigade, Maryland Heights, of the defense and evacu4.

1862.**
ation of Maryland Heights.
5. Eeport of Maj. H. B. Mcllvaine, chief of artillery, of the part taken
by the artillery during the siege of Harper’s Ferry.^j
6. Terms of capitulation at the surrender of Harper’s Ferry, Septem|1

ber 15,
7. List of killed', wounded, and missing on the Union side during the
tiege of Harper’s Ferry, September 13, 14, and 15, 1862.tt
8. Abstract of General White’s report (No. 2).|j:
0. Abstract of Lieutenant Binney’s report (No. 3).1:f
10. Abstract of Colonel Ford’s report (No. 4).J|
He also read an appendix to the report of Brig. Gen. Julius White
of the surrender of Harper’s Ferry,§§ together with a report of Lieut.
Charles Graham Bacon, acting assistant adjutant-general, relative to
the conduct of Colonel H’Utassy at Harper’s Ferry. (Appendix, No. 1.)
Questions propounded by Adjutant-General Thomas to different
colonels in relation to the surrender of Harper’s Ferry, and their answers thereto, were also read by the judge-advocate. (Appendix, No. 2.)
Whereupon, at 2.45 o’clock, the Commission adjourned to meet again
to-morrow, Wednesday, October 1, at 11 a. m.

*
*

*****

#

So mucli of the daily journal as sets forth the meeting of the Commission, the

names of the members and others present, and the reading and approval of the

pre-

vious record, will henceforward he omitted, unless there are exceptional entries on
these subjects.
t See Report No. 190.
t See Report No. 197.
§ See Report No. 198.
** See
See Report No. 200.
^ See Report No. 201.
p. 529.
tt See Report No. 202.
It Omitted in view of the publication of the entire report.
Seep. 531.
11
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Headquarters Post,
Annapolis, McL, September 23, 1862.
General My impression is that Colonel D’Utassy is too good a
soldier to have compromised himself at Harper’s Ferry.
I inclose a communication from Lieut. Charles Graham Bacon, acting
assistant adjutant-general, which I have no doubt is substantially cor:

rect.

If Colonel D’Utassy exonerates himself in this unfortunate affair at
Harper’s Ferry, I hope he will be released from arrest and ordered back
to duty at the earliest practicable moment.
I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,

DANIEL TYLER,
Brigadier- General,

Comm anding.

[Inclosure.]

Headquarters Post,
Annapolis, Md., September 23, 1862.
Upon the afternoon of Monday, the 15th ultimo [instant], I was directed
to call upon Brig. Gen. L. O’B. Branch, of the rebel army, and ascertain
from him what disposition was to be made of the surrendered forces at
Hariier’s Ferry, contained in the First Brigade, Colonel D’Utassy. I
immediately proceeded to his headquarters, and learned that duplicate
muster-rolls would be required ; that our regiments and batteries were
to be drawn up as for muster, the roll to be called, men to answer, &c.
the form of parole then to be read to them, and the men, raising their
right hands, to promise not to serve against the so-called Southern Confederacy until regularly exchanged ; officers to sign individual paroles.
Rolls of the regiments and
I returned to my colonel and reported.
batteries were prepared, and in the case of my own (the Thirty-ninth
Regiment) the names of no officers save those of company commanders
were included.
At about 6 p. m. word was sent to General Branch that the musterrolls of the brigade were ready, and we would feel obliged if he (General Branch) would come over and parole us, as he had said he would.
He came. The Thirty-ninth New York was formed in column of
companies, non-commissioned staff’ in front. Colonel D’Utassy, Colonel
Segoine, of the One hundred and eleventh, and Mr. Kent, correspondent
of the New York Tribune, who was at the time acting in the capacity
of private secretary to Colonel D’Utassy. I also accompanied them.
When we reached the head of the column. General Branch was handed
the muster-roll of the first company. Turning to Colonel D’Utassy, he
remarked, ‘‘I suppose, colonel, you understand this parole as I do, viz,
that you and your men understand you are not to go into a camp of instruction or drill until such time as you may be exchanged.” Colonel
D’Utassy immediately exclaimed, in an excited manner, “ No, sir, I understand nothing of the kind. Such an understanding would not be
Suppose my Government desired to use this i)aroled force
correct.
against the Indians of the Northwest, who are, like you, in a state of
insurrection, would you, sir, consider that as a violation of our parole.”
‘AVell, no,” said Branch, “I do not think I would” “Then, sir,” said
D’Utassy, breaking in, “in the present state of our forces here surrendered, some of whom are green troops, it might be necessary to
place them in a camp of instruction. I must, therefore, sir, decline ac-
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cepting a parole for my men on the condition now imposed by you, which
am positive was not intended at the time the articles of capitulation
were drawn up.” Colonel Segoine and Mr. Kent also gave it as their
opinion that such a construction could not be placed upon the simple
will not serve
words contained in the articles of capitulation, such as
until regularly exchanged.” Upon this decision of Colonel D’Utassy,
General Branch refused to parole any of the troops until he could ascertain the understanding of the disputed point as entertained by General
A. P. Gill. He (General Branch) then wrote a note to General Hill,
sent it, and, after awaiting an answer until after dark, said he would
go to his quarters, and we might send about 9 o’clock for his answer.
At that hour, in company with Mr. Kent, I called upon General Branch,
and he then stated that General Hill concurred with him in his view of
the parole. I reported this fact to Colonel H’Utassy, who said that he
would rather go to Eichmond than take such a parole. He then gave
orders for our brigade to be ready to move at dawn next morning (the
This was done, and by 6 next morning we were in motion for
16th).
the pontoon bridge. I handed the muster-rolls to General Hill at his
headquarters, and asked a pass for the brigade. He asked if the brigade was paroled. I replied, evasively, I thought so. He then sat
down and wrote a pass, upon which we immediately crossed the river,
thus giving them the slip.
Upon the announcement of the surrender. Colonel H’Utassy ordered
the colors of all the regiments of our brigade to be conveyed to his
headquarters. This was done, and two hours were spent in removing
the various colors from their staffs and packing them in the colonel’s
private trunk.
The adjutant- general of General Gregg made several demands on me
for the colors where I was engaged on the hill turning over the alms.
I informed him that they had been sent to our brigade headquarters.
He left, but shortly returned and stated that he could not find them.
I said I regretted it, but could not aid him; that he must see my colonel.
These flags are now in my colonel’s private trunks in this city. These
are the simple facts, which, on my honor as a gentleman, I certify to.
I

CHAS.

GEAHAM BACON,

Lieutenant^ and Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Appendix, No.

2.

Annapolis, Md., September

23, 1862.

Adjt. Gen. L. Thomas^ memorandum of interrogations to colonels of regiments in regard to surrender of Harper^s Ferry.

First officer. Colonel

Cameron

Question. Hid you advise the surrender of Harper’s Ferry, to Colonel
Miles, or to any one else ?
Answer. I did not recommend a surrender to the commanding officer, nor to his
brigade commanders, nor to any one else. There was not a formal consultation held,
to

my

knowledge.

George L. Willard, One hundred and twenty-fifth
Volunteers:
Question. Hid you advise the surrender of Harper’s Ferry, to Colonel
IMilcs, or to any other officer, or were you consulted in reference to its
surrender and, if so, what opinions did you give
Answer. I did not advise, nor was I ever consulted in regard to, the surrender of
Second

officer. Col.

New York

;

Harper’s Ferry.

I

am

not aware personally that there ever had been any consulta-

.
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but I have beard since the surrender, in common conversation, that there had
been such a consultation by the brigade commanders.

tion

;

Third officer, Colonel Sammon, One hundred and fifteenth
Volunteers
Question. Did you advise, &c. ?

New York

Answer. I was not consulted nor advised, nor did I consent to a surrender until
ordered to da so. I know nothing personally of any consultation having been had;
but I have beard the brigade commanders had such a consultation.

Fourth

officer. Col.

W.

P. Maulsby, First Maryland Eegiment

Potomac

Home

Brigade
Question. Same.
Answer. The national flag was lowered without any premonition to, or consultation with, myself, or any officer of my command. I know of no consultation in reference to the surrender having been held. I neither advised nor consented to surrender the place to the enemy.

Fifth officer, Col. Jesse Segoine,

One hundred and

eleventh

New York

Volunteers
Question. Same.
Answer. I never was consulted in any way, shape, or form never advised a surrender to any one. I was told by Colonel D’Utassy that a council had been held, and
that the determination was to surrender. This was about 8 o’clock in the morning.
;

Sixth officer. Col. George J. Stannard, Ninth Vermont:
Question. Same.
Answer. I was not consulted and I did not advise a surrender. I
any consultation between any parties in reference to the surrender.

Seventh

officer,

Maj.

am

not aware of

Hugo Hildebrandt, commanding Thirty-ninth New

York Volunteers
Question. Same.
Answer. No, sir; I was not consulted, nor did I give any advice to any one to surI do not know, of my knowledge, of any consultation in regard to the sur-

render.
render.

Maj. William H. Baird, One hundred and twenty-sixth
Volunteers
Question. Same.

Eighth

officer,

New York

Answer. I was not consulted in any way. I did not advise a surrender to any
From my own knowledge, I do not know whether there was any consultation.

Ninth

officer,

one.

Maj. S. M. Hewitt, Thirty-second Ohio Volunteers

Question. Same.
Answer. I did not, sir. I was not consulted in reference to the surrender. Ido not
know, of my own knowledge, that there was a consultation. I have heard it rumored
that Colonels Miles, Trimble, D’Utassy, and General White had consulted together.
Colonel Ford was not with the regiment on Sunday he was sick and not on duty at
the time of the surrender, which was on Monday morning.
;

Teuth officer, Lieut. Col. S. W. Downey, Third [Maryland] Eegiment
Potomac Home Brigade Volunteers
Question. Same.
Answer. I did not, sir. I was not consulted at all. I do not know that there was
a consultation among any of the officers I have since heard that such a consultation
has been.
;

In presence of

W. A. NICHOLS,
Assistant Adjutant- General,
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Washington, D.
Wednesday^ October
The Commission met pursuant
*

1862.

to adjournment.

*

#

C.,
1,

'*

*

*

*

The judge-advocate stated that notifications to the several officers
into whose conduct, in connection with the evacuation of Maryland
Heights and the surrender of Harper^s Ferry, the Commission was instructed to inquire, were being issued, in order that they might have an
opportunity of appearing before the Commission, cross-examining witnesses, and introducing such testimony as they might deem proper; and
that, to afford time for the service of these notices, and for the parties to
avail themselves of them, it would be necessary for the Commission to
adjpurn.

Whereupon the Commission adjourned
Thursday, October

2,

at 11

a.

to

meet again to-morrow,

m.

Washington, D.

###****
Thursday^ October

The Commission met pursuant

C.,

2, 1862.

to adjournment.

The judge-advocate then stated that he had no evidence that the notifications referred to in the proceedings of yesterday had been served,
and that in consequence he was not ready to proceed with the business
of the Commission to-day.
Whereupon the Commission adjourned to meet again to-morrow, Friday, October 3, at 11 a. m.

**##*#*
Washington, D.
Friday^ October

‘

The Commission met pursuant

C.,

3, 1862.

to adjournment.

White was duly sworn, and stated that he believed the testiof the following-named witnesses, in addition to those summoned
by the Government, important for him in the inquiry now in progress
before the Commission, and he therefore asks that a summons be issuecl
for them, which was accordingly ordered.
The names of said witnesses are as follows, viz: Colonel Stannard,
General

mony

Ninth Vermont, Chicago; Lieutenant-Colonel Davis, Twelfth Illinois
Cavalry, Williamsport; Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart, Sixty-fifth Illinois
Infantry, Chicago; Major Stow^ell, Ninth Vermont Infantry, Chicago;
Capt. Randolph Botts, Capt.

Henry

Curtis,

jr.,

Capt.

W. Angelo Powell,

Chicago; Captain Rigby, Indiana battery. Captain Potts,
Ohio battery, Captain Phillips, Illinois battery, Chicago; Lieut. Charles
G. Bacon, Chicago: Lieut. H. M. Binney, 64 Kilby street, Boston;
Lieutenant Willmon, Third [First] Maryland, Annapolis.
Colonel D’Utassy, having been sworn, stated that the testimony of the
following witnesses, in addition to those ordered to be summoned bj'
the Government, and at the instance of General White, is important
for him in the inquiry now in progress before this Commission.
Wherefore it was ordered that a summons should issue for them.
The names of said witnesses are as follows: Captain Von Sehlen,
Fifteentl) Indiana Battery; Lieutenant Parker, One hundred and fifteenth New York Volunteers; Colonel D’Utassy, Thirty-ninth New
staff officers,

York Volunteers.

OPERATIONS IN

556

N. VA,, Vv\

VA

,

MD.,

AND

PA.

[Cuai*.

XXXI.

Colonel Ford, having been duly sworn, stated that the testimony of
the following witnesses, in addition to those ordered to be summoned
by the Government, and at the instance of General White, is important
for him in the inquiry now in progress before this Commission.
Wherefore it was ordered that a summons should issue for them.
The names of said witnesses are as follows Maj. John A. Steiner,
First Maryland Potomac Home Brigade, Annapolis; Asst. Adjt. Gen.
John B. Pearce, Thirty-second Ohio, Camp Douglas, 111.; Capt. Abra-'
ham Crumbecker, Camp Douglas, 111. ; Capt. Eugene McGrath, Baltimore; Lieutenant Willmon, Camp Douglas, 111., aide to Colonel Miles.
The judge-advocate then stated that the rooms to be hereafter used
by the Commission would not be ready before to-morrow. Wherefore the
Commission adjourned to meet again to-morrow, Saturday, October 4,
at 11 a. in.
:

Washington, D.

'

C.,

Saturday^ October

The Commission met pursuant
*

.

*

*

4,

1862.

to adjournment.
*

*

*

*

Colonel Ford stated that the following-named witnesses, in addition
to those summoned yesterday, were important for him in the inquiry
now in progress before this Commission. Wherefore it was ordered that
a summons should issue for them.
The following are the names of the witnesses Captain Brown, Coml)any H, First Eegiment Potomac Home Brigade, Annapolis; Mrs.
:

Brown,

his wife.

Col. William P. Maulsby Avas then duly sworn, who testified as
lows to questions jiropounded by the judge-advocate

fol-

;

Question. State what position you held in the military service at and

immediately preceding the recent eA^acuation of Maryland Heights by
the United States forces.
Answer. I was the colonel commanding First Maryland Regiment Potomac Home
Brigade.

Question. State at what point your
the period and events referred to, and

command was stationed during
what part you took therein.

Answer. For several days preceding the evacuation of Maryland Heights I was in
of the eastern approach to it, hy way of railroad and canal, and Sandy Hook.
In
I was ordered hy Colonel Miles to hold the eastern approach to Maryland Heights.
his order he said, I think, “This position is not to be abandoned. 1 will, if necessary,
re-enforce you with half my command.” I am not sure that these words Avere all in
the written order, as he was in the habit of adding verbally to his written orders.
My command at that point consisted of five companies of my regiment. Three more
of the regiment were under command of Colonel Ford, on Maryland Heights, and two
under Colonel Miles, at Harper’s Ferry. I think eight companies of the Eighty-seventh
Ohio, Colonel Banning, were ordered to report to me, and three pieces of artillery.
Captain Potts. In the first instance I stationed my force at Sandy Hook, with one
piece of artillery guarding at the point Avhere the railroad, canal, and country roads
leading down Pleasant Valley united. The remainder of my command I stationed on
the outer heights, being the same ridge occupied by General Banks’ army last summer. I threw out a line of skirmishers, covering the base of that height. I occupied
that i)osition the better part of two days and one night. I think the afternoon of the
second day Colonel Miles rode up and remarked that that position was not tenable,
and ordered me to fall back to the eastern slope of Maryland Heights. I did so, and
while in the latter position another piece of artillery was furnished me. While thus
situated, I discovered a large wagon-train of the enemy at a distance of about 3 miles,
in Pleasant Valley, which, I suppose, was visible in its length from 1 to 2 miles, neither

command

:

:
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of its extremities, however, being in view. I saw it tirst at about 11 o’clock nud again
at about 2 o’clock in the afternoon, when the enemy were observed-planting a battery on the western slope of the eastern range of mountains. On the morning of September 12, 1862, I made the following written communication to Colonel Miles
:

Camp at Sandy Hook, Septemher 12, 1862.
Dixon S. Miles, Commanding
Colonel The enemy is in sight with a large wagon train, apparently making its way toward
Weverton and Knoxville.
We, of course, are strong enough only to defend ourselves when attacked, according to your orders,
and I make this communication in order that you may understand the condition of affairs, and take
such action as you may deem proper. The train is apparently guarded by a heavy force of cavalry
Col.

:

and infantry. "The

Very

artillery, if any, is

respectfullv,

not yet in view.

your obedient servant,

WM.

P.

MAULSBY,

Colonel^

The same evening,
cation

I think, I

Commanding.

received from Colonel Miles the following communi-

:

September

12, 1862.

Colonel Maulsby, Commanding Sandy Hook
large force is represented marching on you it may be our own army, but if it is the enemy your
position is not a defensible one, and as soon as you know to a certainty it is the enemy you must fall
back to the head of the bridge with your whole'command, bringing the two guns along. Do it deliberately obstruct the road against a charge of cavalry. Send Cole out to distinctly understand what
is the character of the force marching on you.
I will visit you so soon as I can. Our troops are driven
out of Solomon’s Gap, and a large infantry force is advancing on Maryland Heights. I shall now
lace guns to play on the road, from the bridge to Sandy Hook. Have the trees cut down by Captain
Slamford’s company^ to unmask the road on bank of canal. Have this done at once.
A'our obedient servant,
D. S. MILES,
Colonel Second Infantry, Commanding.

A

;

;

I received this on the toil of the hill, and wrote a note to Colonel Miles in reply, in
substance, that it was very clear the force in sight was the enemy, but as I did not
understand his note to be a distinct order to retire, I wished him to give me such distinctly, if such was his wish.
A few hours afterward Colonel Miles rode up, and said, “ If attacked, you will lose
that gun, as you will not be able to get it down.”
Ho then ordered the guns to be
brought down, and to fall back toward the head of the bridge, and there to make a
stand, which we did, and fired several rounds.
The enemy threw a shell which burst
near us, when Captain Potts removed the guns to the point indicated by Colonel
Miles, near the head of the bridge.
That position we held until the next day.
On
Friday night my headquarters were removed to a point between the railroad and pontoon bridge.
On Saturday morning I saw two regiments pass my position toward
the Maryland Heights.
About 3 p. m. I saw the column retreating from the Maryland Heights. I received,
about the same time, an order from Colonel Miles to cover the rear of the column and
follow it across the bridge, which I did. I was still guarding the eastern approach.
At the same time I was ordered by Colonel Miles (in person, I think, but am not
positive) to destroy the pontoon bridge after the retreating column and my command had crossed. I detailed one of my lieutenants, having supplied him with axes,
but directed him not to cut the rope of the pontoon boats until I should confer again
with Colonel Miles. Calling on the colonel, I was told, through his aide, not to cut
the ropes. A short time afterward I met Colonel Miles, and said to him, ‘‘Why,
colonel, what does this mean ? What is to bo done ?” To which he replied, in an
agitated manner, “ My God I don’t know I am afraid Colonel Ford has abandoned
the heights almost too soon. Do you hold these bridges.”
Which I did till Monday
morning, the 15th, when I left my post for a few moments, and on my return I found the
flag was lowered, and was told that a surrender had taken place.
The enemy advanced from the east. There were but two approaches from the east,
one by Sandy Hook and the other through Solomon’s Gap.
Colonel Miles, four or five
weeks before, liad contemplated fortifying Solomon’s Gap and holding it, which was
never done.
!

;

Question.

What

is

the distance from Maryland Heights to the gap

?

Answer. About 4 miles.

Question. From the view which you had of the whole field, and of
the operation of the enemy’s forces, what necessity, if any, existed, in
your judgment, for the evacuation of Maryland Heights?
Answer.

I

am

not prepared to speak of the necessity of the evacuation, when and
am very clear that if the forces at Harper’s Ferry had been moved

as it occurred, but I

:
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have been maintained against any force, especially so
Solomon’s Gap had been occupied.

to the heights, they could

By

if

the Ooui^T

Question. From your being ordered to cover the retreat of Colonel
Ford by Colonel Miles, would you or would you not infer that Colonel
Miles had ordered Colonel Ford to retreat from Maryland Heights ?
Answer. My impression immediately after the retreat was that the evacuation had
been made by Colonel Miles’ order, but this was merely an impression. His remark
to me that he ‘‘feared Colonel Ford had abandoned the heights too soon,” confirmed
this impression.

Question. Did Colonel Miles, when he was in conversation with you,
as the troops were retreating from Maryland Heights, express dissatisfaction at the abandonment of that position ?
Answer. He did not, but simply, as stated, ordered me to cover the retreat. My
recollection as to this point is not distinct, but it is strengthened by the fiict, well remembered, that at the same time Colonel Miles directed me to destroy the pontoon
bridge, and I asked how it should be done.

By General White

:

Question. When you say Maryland Heights might have been held by
the force at Harper’s Ferry, do you mean if they had been originally
placed there, or that they might have reoccupied the heights after their
evacuation in face of the enemy, successfully ?
Answer, I mean if they had been originally placed there, or transferred there as
the exigencies of the occasion required.
Upon the question of reoccupation I give
no opinion, but suppose, after the crest of the hill had been taken possession of by the
enemy, its reoccupation would have been very difficult.

Question. Did you have an opportunity to observe the conduct of
either the officers under arrest before this court, viz Brig. Gen. Julius
White, Col. F. G. D’Htassy, Col. Thomas H. Ford, and Col. W. H.
Trimble, during the siege of Harper’s Ferry ; and, if so, what was its
:

character

?

Answer. I had no opportunity, from my position, of personally observing the conduct of any of the officers except that of General White, and that on a single occasion, when he visited my position, and manifested the most active interest in the defense of the bridges of which I had charge. I saw nothing in his conduct which did
not give me satisfaction, and which did not excite my admiration.

The witness then said
On Sunday night Colonel Miles gave me an

order to take up about 100 feet of the
pontoon bridge, and in a few moments afterward it was countermanded by him in
person. Soon after this I saw his assistant adjutant-general, and asked him to see
Colonel Miles, and ask him to state distinctly which of these conflicting orders was to
be obeyed. I did this in my own defense, inasmuch as during my service under Colonel Miles I had frequently found his orders liable to be misunderstood, and I regarded
the taking up the bridge as an important matter.

Thomas Hoakes,
been duly sworn,

By

introduced as a witness by General White, having

testified as* follows

White
How have you

General

Question.

and under whose orders

:

been employed during the past six months,

?

Answer. For the last six months I have been in the Government service
more recently under General White, formerly by General Banks.

as a guide

;

Question. Did you guide the cavalry who escaped from Harper’s Ferry
and, if so, was the same route feasible for infantry and artillery ? If no,
why not ?

:
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Answer. I did guide tlie cavalry to Greencastle, and do not think the route over
which they passed was practicable for infantry or artillery. The road was very narrow
and difficult infantry could not have kept up with us. The road was too rough for
artillery, passing, as it did, frequently over ravines, lields, and fences. If we had taken
a different route, over which infantry and cavalry could have passed, we should have
alarmed the enemy at Hagerstown, Funkstown, and Williamsport, and from either
of these points they could have brought artillery and successfully resisted us.
;

Question. Did you communicate to General White the information of
the evacuation of Maryland Heights ; and, if so, where was he ; what did
he say and do?
Answer. On Saturday I thought the enemy were endeavoring to take possession of
Loudoun Heights, and I remarked to General White that these heights ought to have
been occupied by our men. He told me to go to Colonel Miles and tell him who I
w'as, and for what purpose I had come, and advise with him.
I did so.
I got there
about 11 o’clock. I suggested the propriety of trying to take possession of Loudoun
“
Heights.
Poh, poh,” said he, ‘‘I cannot hold Maryland Heights. I have just informed him to evacuate them if he should think he was overpowered.” Before I left
the door, a colonel rode up and spoke to some gentleman whom I did not know, and
said, “ I have given up the Maryland Heights, according to the order I have just got.”
The gentleman to whom he spoke said, “Did you get such orders?” He replied, “I
did.” He then asked for Colonel Miles. I then mounted my horse and went to Bolivar
Heights. I found General White on the road near the heights, and said to him, “ We
are evacuating Maryland Heights.” He remarked, “Damn it, is that so ? ” and turned
to look, and said, “I see the men coming down from Maryland Heights now.” But
he then said, “That can’t be so they are only relieving the regiments that are there.”
He added, “ I will go and see about it myself,” and rode off.
;

Question. Did you, prior to the evacuation of Martin sburg by General
White, go into Maryland to observe the enemy and, if so, what did you
see and report to General White ?
j

Answer. I went into Maryland by way of Shepherdstown. I reported to General
I saw the enemy in heavy force, not less than three divisions.

White that

Question. Did you observe the crossing of the enemy to Falling
Waters; and how many men do you think were marching on Martinsburg, then within 8 miles of that place, under Jackson ?
Answer. I

did,

and

am

satisfied that

the enemy’s force amounted to not less than

25,000.

By

Colonel

Ford

^

:

Question. Do you recognize in me the person
he had just evacuated Maryland Heights ?
Answer.

I

am

satisfied

who rode up and

said

you are the gentleman.

Question (by same). Did Colonel Miles tell you in person that he had
issued the order to abandon Maryland Heights ?
Answer. Colonel Miles made no other statement on the subject than that which
have already mentioned.

I

The Commission here adjourned to meet again on Monday, October
the Gth instant, at 11 o’clock a. m.

*******
Washington, D.

The Commission met pursuant

C., October 6 , 1862.

to adjournment.

William Blair Lord, of New York City, was appointed stenographer
to the Commission, and duly sworn.
The minutes of the last meeting were then read and approved.
Col. George L. Willard, called by the Government, sworn and
examined as follows

By

the

(Question.

Judge-Advocate

:

Will you state to the Commission

if

you were present at
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and immediately preceding the evacuation of Maryland Heights, and
what command you held there in the service
Answer. I am commanding the One hundred and twenty-fifth Regimeut New York
Volunteers. My regiment arrived at Harper’s Ferry from Martinshurg on Friday, I
think, the 12th of September, under command of General White.
went into camp
on the plateau west from what is called Camp Hill. I suxjpose it is about threequarters of a mile from Camp Hill. The next morning I went into Harper’s Ferry to
see General White and also Colonel Miles, who was the commanding officer. I saw
them both there, and returned to my regiment. On the afternoon of that day I was
ordered on picket with my whole regiment, and remained on picket until the next
morning, when I was relieved by Colonel Downey, of the Third Maryland Regiment.
I returned to camp again, and, while preparing some rations for my men, the battery
on Loudoun Heights opened on us, and all the troops on the plateau left in considerable disorder, my own regiment among the number. I did not rally it until we
reached a ravinerunning southwest from the battery on Bolivar Heights.
remained
there until late in the afternoon, when the enemy made an attack on the Third Maryland Regimeut, I believe. My regiment was then ordered across to the other side of
the ravine and still later in the evening, by direction of General White, two of the

We

We

;

companies were ordered to support two guns which he had ordered down to the front.
By direction, also, of General White, the other eight companies, under my immediate
command, were ordered to take anew position. I do not know how I can explain it
exactly. [A map of Harper’s Ferry and vicinity was here shown to witness.’^] We
were ordered to take a new position here [indicating on the map] on a cross-road,
extending from Bolivar Heights to the Shenandoah, as I supposed, to the railroad.
It was, as I understand, the extreme left of our position.

By Brigadier- General White;
Question. Ho you recollect my directing you to connect with the regiment upon the road (Colonel Banning’s) ?
Answer. Yes, sir the four left companies were directed to extend as far as possireach the railroad, if it was possible to do so. One of the companies
which were detached subsequently joined me, about 9.30 o’clock at night. My regiment remained in that position until the surrender.
;

ble, so as to

By the Judge-Adyocate
Question. Ho you know nothing of the circumstances attending the
evacuation of Maryland Heights ?
:

Answer. Nothing except from hearsay.

By

the

Court

•

:

Question. Will you state your loss in killed and
Answer. As near as I can arrive at
was subsequent to the surrender.

it,

my

loss

was 2

wounded?

killed

and 2 wounded.

That

Question. After the surrender of Harper’s Ferry ?
Answer. Yes,

By

the

Question.
Answer.

I

sir.

Judge -Advocate

Was

j^our

had not had any occasion

Question.

:

ammunition exhausted at

You had a

to use

battery there

my

all?

ammunition.

?

Answer. No, sir I had not. There were two guns, by order of General White, detached to the right and rear of my right wing. I was not aware that those guns were
immediately under my command. The commanding offi’cer did not report to me, nor
do I know the amount of ammunition he had or expended.
;

Question. Will you sj^ate your judgment as to the necessity that existed for the surrender of Harper’s Ferry at the time it was made ?
Answer. Any opinion I may have formed is based upon slight foundations. I was
there but a short time, and during nearly the whole of that time I was with my regiment, either on picket or in my position awaiting an attack. On the night previous

Not found.
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to the surrender I felt that

we were
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in very desperate circumstances, so

much

so that

Downey, commanding the Third Maryland, immedimy apprehensions to him. 1 told him that I had dis-

I sought out Lieutenant-Colonel
right, and stated
ately on

my

covered that the enemy were erecting batteries on the south side of the Shenandoah,
the opposite side from us, which would enfilade our lines.

By

the

Question.

Court:

Was

that on

Loudoun Heights?

Answer. Yes, sir; but extending up in this position [pointing out on the map]>
Colonel Downey seemed to feel
farther west than the battery on Loudoun Heights.
as I did, and, in company with myself, called upon Colonel Stannard, of the Ninth Vermont. Upon consultation with him a messenger was sent to the commander of the
brigade. Colonel Trimble, who very soon made his appearance. After some conversation, I understood Colonel Trimble to say distinctly that it was Colonel Miles’ order
that the position then occupied should be held. Some slight changes were made in
the Third Maryland and the Ninth Vermont Regiments, which took place about 4 o’clock
in the morning. I told Colonel Trimble that I thought we were trying to defend a
position which, unless there were some other means taken, it would take 50,000 men
to defend. I thought our lines were entirely too extended.
I knew of no reserves in
rear of my line but the circumstances attending my arrival there, the enemy being
;

and making an attack immediately the next morning, gave me no opportunity to look around. I did not even know the force that was there present at the
Ferry. 1 did not know how many guns there were, nor the location of the batteries.
At the time of the surrender I was not in a position to see to the westward or northwest of Bolivar Heights. I did not know what force might be there. And my opinion, if I give one, must be based upon these things.
in force,

By

the

Judge-Advocate:

What

effect, in your judgment, did the evacuation of Maryland Heights have ujion the strength and security of your position ?

Question.

Answer. The evacuation of Maryland Heights seemed to me to be yielding the point
of the position. I expressed my astonishment to Colonel Trimble. The first I heard
of it, I think, was from Colonel Trimble, who remarked to me incidentally that Maryland Heights had been abandoned. I said “Maryland Heights abandoned!” He said
“ Yes.”

By

Court
Do you not

the

Question.

:

think that Maryland Heights could have been
whole force of the enemy near Harper’s Ferry ?

easily defended against the

Answer. I do not think that Maryland Heights could have been “ easily
Leave out the word “easily ” from the question and I can answer it.

By

the

Question.

Judge- Advocate

You say,

:

then, simply, that they could

my

opinion they might have been defended.
the knowledge I have of the condition, of the forces there.

Answer. In

By

the

Court

” defended.

have been defended ?
I am speaking now from

:

Question. Did the enemy occupy Maryland Heights in such a
to annoy the forces in Harper’s Ferry and on Bolivar Heights ?
Answer. They did not occupy it so as to annoy the portion of the
I was on the extreme left.
I was connected.

way as

command with

which

Question.
Answer.

I

Question.
Answer.

Did they have any

do not know.

I

You

artillery there?

•

discovered none there?

did not see any.

Question.

You did

not see any artillery

fire

from there after our troops

abandoned the position?
Answer.

I

do not recollect seeing any.

Question. Did you see the

3G R
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enemy on Maryland Heights?
I
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Answer. I did not. I mean by saying ‘‘ I did not,” that I did not see them there
until after the surrender. When we marched across the river I saw their picket
guards, &c., there; that was all.

Have you any idea of the number of batteries that were
upon the command at the time of the surrender*^

Question.
firing

Answer.

very

I tried to discover at the time, but I could not
in the various batteries. They were firing from Loudoun
Heights from at least one battery there.

tell

the

It is

difficult to tell.

number of guns

From any

Question.

Answer. Yes,

sir

;

there

other point

was

?

upon us from the guns posted on the plateau on
I should think one battery there, and I thought I

firing

the south side of the Shenandoah.
discovered one or two detached guns.

Question. Point out on the map.
Answer. There was a battery here, and there appeared to be a battery here [pointing to the places on the map], and there seemed to be one or two guns detached. I
do not know whether there was one or two guns. And there was another battery on
the extension of this road [indicating on the map]. I did not see this battery, but I
saw the effects of the shot and shell.

Question.

You heard

it ?

Answer. Yes, sir. It seemed to be in a position to completely enfilade the whole
line.
There might have been more. As I remarked before, it was exceedingly difficult to tell the number of guns located in any of these positions. I know there was
a very hot fire.

Question. Did it occur to you at any time that the troops could have
been withdrawn from this place
*?

Answer. From the position

I

occupied

Question. That the whole

?

army could have been withdrawn from

this position.

Answer.

It did, sir

;

I

mean that

the effort might have been made.

Question. That was your impression

?

Answer. That was the cause of my conference with the two colonels on the night
Iirevious to the surrender.

Question. That conference had reference to withdrawing the
Answer.

It

had reference

Question. That

was

army ?

to doing something.

after the

abandonment of Maryland Heights f

Answer. Yes, sir; I presume so. I was informed the day previous by Colonel
Trimble that Maryland Heights had been abandoned.

Question. Will you please to state what occurred at that conference*?

—

Answer. Nothing further than what I have already mentioned that I myself fi-lt
that our position was exceedingly desperate that the line was very extended; so far
as I could judge, but a thin deployed line of men on our left. The battery on Bolivar
Heights, the earthwork, was of a very simple eharacter. There was nothing to defend us in front the trees had not been felled there were no rifle-pits, and other
things and the knowledge that I had that the enemy were erecting these batteries
that I mentioned on the south side of the Shenandoah, which enfiladed the line I was
on, induced me, after some reflection, to see Colonel Downey. I mentioned these things
to him. He felt the same anxiety I did. We went to see Colonel Stannard. Colonel
Stannard seemed to feel as we did. We sent for the commander of the brigade. Colonel Trimble. When he arrived there I do not recollect exactly the language used,
but it was that we felt that something should be done, if anything could be done,
and his rex^ly in effect was that Colonel Miles had ordered that position to be held
the line we then occupied.
;

;

Question.

When

;

did this conference take place

*?

Answer. I should think about 11 o’clock on the Sunday night previous to the
on the night of the 14t.h of September.
;

render

sur-

;

663

THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN.

Chap. XXXI.]

the JUDGE- Advocate
Question. What was the character of the night?

By

dark

:

Moonlight or

?

slightly hazy.
It was moonliglit
Question. You think a retreat in the direction of
have been practicable that night?

Answer.

;

Sandy Hook would

Answer. My idea was to withdraw the force entirely into HarpeUs Ferry, and retake Maryland Heights, if it was possible.

By the Court
Question.

:

To withdraw the whole

Answer. Yes,

force into Harper^s Ferry?

sir.

Question. After

it

was commanded by Maryland Heights?

Answer. To retake Maryland Heights, if it was possible. Harper’s Ferry is down
in the town were many old walls, stone walls, bridges, and rocks which I thought
could he made available. That might have been done at that hour, possibly, hut I
do not think that after daylight it could have been done.

By

White

General

:

Question. From your knowledge of the topography about HarpeFs
Ferry, do yon or not think it could have been defended successfully by
the force there, without defenses had been erected on the heights, which
command the position ?
Answer. I do not think it could have been defended without the possession of
those heights, or of Maryland Heights at least.

Question. Could that force have held possession of the different
heights those commanding Harper’s Ferry unless they had had artificial defenses erected, and have defended them against the force that
came there, divided between Loudoun, Maryland, and Bolivar Heights ?

—

—

Answer.

I

am

not sufficiently acquainted with the country to answer that question.

Question. It is merely your opinion.
opinion about other matters ?

You have been

giving your

xVnswer. I could not give even an intelligent opinion, because I am not sufficiently
acquainted with the topography of the country there. I was there but a very short
time, and all that time, as I mentioned before, in the immediate command of my regiment.

Question. After the arrival of General White’s command, was there
time to construct adequate defenses?
Answer. I think I could say very decidedly that, in my opinion, there was not. If
not mistaken, the attack had already commenced, by skirmishers at all events.
The next morning, when I rode down, very early, the attack had then commenced on
Maryland Heights. Colonel Miles came in and remarked, “ Ford is stampeded.”
I

am

By the Court
Question.
'

:

When was this?

Answer. On the morning of the 13th. I had had a conversation with General White
immediately previous. General White was waiting for Colonel Miles. Colonel Miles
arrived, and, in course of the conversation, said, “Fordis stampeded.” Said he,
He
wants re-enforcements; and I am afraid we will lose Maryland Heights.”

By

General

White:

Question. Could you see the valley so as to see the enemy’s force and
his batteries from
Answer.

I

where your regiment was

could not.

I

?

presume you mean the valley on the west of Bolivar Heights.

:
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Question. The object of the question is to show that the portion of
the enemy^s artillery that you saAv was to the eastward and southward.
Answer. That is the artillery I saw ; that is all I saw. As I liave said, I could not
see the battery stationed on the prolongation of Bolivar Pleights, which enfiladed our
lines ; but I could see the effects of their shot.

At

the time of the surrender, that is, after the evacuation
if the artillery ammunition was, as reported,
expended, except canister and that class of short-range ammunition,
and with so large a portion of the troops raw recruits that were there,
do you think further fighting would have been useful
Question.

of

Maryland Heights,

Answer.

I

must confess

As

I do.

I

understood your question it is, “After the evacthe morning of the surrender ?

Do you mean

uation of Maryland Heights.”

Question. I mean the morning of the surrender. The object of including the words “ after the evacuation of Maryland Heights is this
If the possession of Maryland Heights would have enabled the defense
of Bolivar Heights and the retiring on that side, after the possession
had been lost, and the report of the chief of artillery was that there was
only ammunition of this kind, with these circumstances combined, was
further fighting useful
Answer. In the first x>lace, I never heard nntil after the surrender that the ammuhad given out never heard it so reported.

nition

;

object of the question is to ascertain what your views
would have been had you been called to a council, and it was so stated
that that ammunition was expended, and the facts stated as they then
stood, what you know of the enemy’s force, &c., what would then have

Question.

The

been your judgment?
Answer. I think that after daylight on the morning of the 15th it would have been
almost impossible to have taken np any new position or lino of defense other than
the position the troops then held.

Question. Please state

why you

think

so.

Answer. Well, sir, in the first place, many of the troops were raw troops; my own
regiment was one. In the second place, the artillery on Loudoun Heights, on the
sonth side of the Shenandoah, which had been established during the night, would
have broken almost any infantry that wo had there, and then there was the close
vicinity of what I understood to "be A. P. Hill’s division, immediately in front of my
regiment so close, in fact, that it was reported, during the night, that we heard conversation and orders given. The moment any attempt to withdraw that line had
been made there would have been an advance of that enemy, and they would have
been at Harper’s Ferry with us and have exposed our force, retreating, to the heavy
;

artillery fire of the various batteries in position.

By

the

Judge -Advocate

:

Questiou. Do you think a retreat from your position during the preceding night would have been difficult ?
Answer. I think it might have been done. It wonld have been under
because wo were certainly in a position to task every officer’s abilities.

Question. Both the bridges remained, did they not
Answer. The bridges across the Potomac

Question.
Answer.

By

The pontoon

I crossed

General

I

?

?

bridge.

the pontoon bridge after the surrender.

White

Question. Was there on
ing a successful resistance
Answer.

difficulties,

:

Monday morning a

reasonable hope of mak-

?

think I have answered that by saying that after daylight I thought

it
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difficult or impossible to have withdrawn the lines then already
occupied. My own ideas were that at that time it was not so much a successful resistance as a prolonged resistance, for twenty-four or forty-eight hours. I do not believe
we could have withdrawn or made any changes of troops after daylight on the morning of the^lSth of September.

would have been

By the Judge- Advocate
Question. How long do you think you could have held the position
that you occupied without a change ?
:

Answer.

By

think about three minutes.

I

White

General

:

Question. Did you have opportunity during the siege of Harper’s
Ferry to observe the officers, or either of them, who are under arrest,
in connection with this investigation; if so, what was their conduct as
officers ?

Answer. I saw General White and Colonel Trimble. I do not recollect of seeing the
other gentlemen at all during that time at least I had no official communication
with them that I recollect. The only orders that I received were from General White
and Colonel Trimble. Colonel Trimble went with me when my regiment was posted
on picket, showed me the way out, gave me my orders, and altogether seemed to be
anxious and interested in the affair and on Sunday, when the attack commenced on
our left on the Maryland regiment. General White came up and immediately ordered
re-enforcements to be sent out, directed artillery to bo sent forward and to be placed
in position, gave me orders as to what dispositions to make of my regiment, and came
down himself to see that they were carried out. Colonel Trimble also did the same
thing. During the cannonade or bombardment, on the morning of the 15th, both of
these gentlemen also came down to my regiment and gave some few directions.
;

;

The Judge-Advocate. The object of the question, I suppose, is not
so much the details, but the general estimate of the witness of their
actions.
General White. That
The Witness.

is

the object.

have no hesitation in saying that both of those gentlemen, so far
as I observed them, were cool and collected. They were the only officers who gave me
any orders whatever, or that I saw moving about the field.

By

I

D’Utassy
Did you see some troops ascend Maryland Heights after
they had been abandoned, and save the guns and ammunition, and do
you know what troops they were, and who gave them those orders ?
Answer. I know by hearsay; I know nothing of my own knowledge. I did not see
Colonel

:

Question.

,

any troops go up.

By

White

General

:

Question. Was there a skirmish by the enemy’s cavalry
reaching Harper’s Ferry by General White’s command

iirior to

*?

Answer. Not that I

Question. I
Answer.
on the day

am aware

of.

mean the day we got in.

that the command was halted, and that there was such a report
reached Harper’s Ferry. I know nothing of it, of my own knowledge.
I may say, on the day we reached Harper’s

I recollect

we

The command was halted and formed,
Ferry.

Question.
Answer.

I

How

long have you been in service

have been a commissioned

?

officer since 1848.

Question. Did General White consult you the next morning after
arriving at Harper’s Ferry ; and, if so, state the subject of the conversation
Answer. General White did consult

me upon

takiug

command

of the forces gt

:

:
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Harper’s Ferry. He said that on Fis return from Winchester he had been ordered to
Martinsb'irg by General Wool, with a command less in number than that left with
('olonel Miles, and that that would seem to indicate a disposition or intention on the
part of Geueral Wool to leave Colonel Miles as a permanent officer at Harper’s Ferry.
Under these circumstances he felt I think he said he feared some difficulty, or that
there might be some. At any rate, he wanted to know what my opinion was in regard to the matter.

—

my

Question. Do you recollect of
place and the positions about it?

speaking of

my

ignorance of the

Answer. Yes, sir; General White said that he did not know the topography of the
country, the number of troops, the batteries, the means of defense, &c. I told him
t hat I should certainly deem it exceedingly hazardous to assume the command of Harper’s Ferry.
Said I, “ General, the enemy are already attacking now; you can hear
their guns as we sit here; you do not know the number of cannon; you do not know
the troops ; you do not know where they are located, and, if you should ask mo, I
should frankly say that if I were in your place I should offer my services and those
of my whole command to Colonel Miles at once, and, when you have become acc|uainted with the place, you can assiime the command if you find it necessary to
do

so.”

Question. State

wbat

action I took immediately after that, if you re-

member.
Answer. Colonel Miles came in, and I believe General White wrote a letter, stating,
substantially, as I understood it, these things, which letter he handed to Colonel
Miles.
Colonel Miles read it, expressed his gratification at being permitted to retain
the command, and said General White’s orders should be obeyed by all the officers
and men at Harper’s Ferry. I think he XDublished an order on that subject, which I
received afterward.

By the Court
Question. Were you consulted at all in reference to the surrender of
Harper’s Ferry ?
Answer. Not at

all.

I

was not consulted nor advised with.

was the

raising of the white flag.
after that.

Hewitt,

Maj. S. M.

called

I

The first

I

knew of

it

remained in position three-quarters of an hour

by the Government, sworn and examined

as follows

By the Judge-Advocate

:

Question. State, if you please, your position in the military service
of the United States.
Answer. I

am major

of the Thirty-second Ohio.

Question. Were you present at and immediately preceding the evacuation of Maryland Heights?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. State fully the circumstances that led to that evacuation.
Answer.

I

had better perhaps commence at the time

Question.
surrender.

Do

so,

I

was ordered on the

heights.

and go rapidly over the events which bear on the

Answer. On Friday afternoon, about 4 o’clock, I received an order from Colonel
Miles to proceed to the summit of Maryland Heights, with my regiment, and to support a company of the Thirty-second Ohio that was there on picket duty. At the same
time this order directed me to take a bundle of combustibles and leave it upon the
eastern slope, stating that the troops were withdrawn from Sandy Hook, leaving that
point exposed; to take this bundle and place it upon the point of the eastern and
southern x>ortion of the mountain, and place a guard over it and the orders were
that, if we were pressed too hard, to fall back and ignite that combustible as a signal
for the batteries on the Maryland and Bolivar Heights both to play upon the Maryland Heights, after the men were drawn out of the way under cover of these guns,
yrbe witness indicated on themai^the position of the batteries and the combustible. ]
;

:
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Question.

Was

Answer. Yes,

By

that point

commanded by Bolivar Heights ?

sir.

Court
Which is

the

Question.

567

:

the

Maryland Heights or Bolivar

highest,

Heights ?
Answer. Maryland Heiglits.

Question. You said that Bolivar Heights commanded Maryland
Heights ] you mean that they were in range ?
Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir.

Was that

Answer. Yes,

Question.
Answer.

I

a written order

?

sir.

Have you a copy

of it?

have not.

Question.

From whom was

that order

?

Answer. From Colonel Miles.

Question.

Where

is it

now ?

Answer. I could not tell you. When I received the order I read it in the presence of
Captain McGrath, commanding the battery there, and Lieutenant Patterson, of our
regiment. I do not know what has become of the order I think that one of those
gentlemen must have it.
;

Question.

Was

it

addressed to you?

Answer. No, sir it seemed to he a general order. It was brought to me and read
Lieutenant Patterson brought it to me, and Captain
to me, and then taken away.
McGrath was near by and heard the order read.
;

By

the Judge- Advocate

Question.

You

will

:

proceed with your narrative.

Answer. This was on Friday. About this time Friday afternoon the One hundred
and twenty-sixth New York Regiment reported to me. I was ordered also to station
aline of pickets from the eastern slope of this mountain a strong picket, extending
ui) to the lookout, or up to our line where our picket was posted across the mountain.

—

By

Court
Which was

the

Question.

that, east or

west

?

Answer. The line would extend from the eastern brow of Maryland Heights in a
northeast direction.

Were you ordered to report to Colonel Ford when you went
Maryland Heights ?

Question.
to

Answer. I was with him all the time, a part of his brigade. I established this line
of pickets from that point up to the lookout. As I came up to the company stationed
as pickets, I found them skirmishing briskly with the enemy. The balance of the
One hundred and twenty-sixth New York left after establishing that line of pickets
I placed in position, and they went into work skinnishing until dark.
After dark
everything became quiet, and our men lay right down in line. I then went down to
Colonel Ford’s headquarters and reported to him the facts all that I had observed.
;

Question.
Answer.

On

Question.

Where were

his headquarters

?

the Maryland side of the river.

On

the heights ?

Answer. Down on the side of the mountain, near this battery. I ascertained that
was a large force of the enemy there, immediately in front of this line that was
formed across the mountain. Wo were near enough to hear them talk, and to hear
their canteens rattle.
there
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hill

ADswer. Yes, sir; north of the lookout, in the direction of Solomon’s Gap. A little
before night I received an order from Colonel Miles to make an examination in regard
to the enemy’s cutting a road up the side of the mountain, and also to ascertain about
the amount of force; that was the substance of the order. That, I think, was a verbal
order, brought by some one of his men, I did not know who it was. I went on and
ascertained all the facts that I could, and satisfied myself that there was a large force
there, and that it was my duty to report the precise condition of things to my commander, and I went down for that purpose; that was after everything had become
quiet, and after skirmishing had ceased. I reported these facts to Colonel Ford, and
he ordered me to go over the river and lay the whole matter before Colonel Miles, and
I

did

so.

Question.

What

occurred between you and Colonel Miles

Answer. I informed him of the probable amount of force there, and that a general
And,” says I, ‘‘nothengagement might be expected in the morning at that point.
ing short of a force sufficient to just shove them right off the mountain will save that
place, and we want re-enforcements ” that was my language to him, as near as I can
recollect. He had gone to bed when I called for him.
He got up and came into his
He asked some few questions in regard to the position of
office, and I met him there.
the enemy, the amount of the forces, and then assured me that there should be two
regiments on the mountain by break of day, and two pieces of artillery, and also that
he would send another regiment up on the west side of the mountain so as to come in
on their right flank. He said that they should all be there by the break of day. I then
returned to the mountain, and went on to the front of our lines. Colonel Sherrill, of
the One hundred and twenty-sixth New York, was there with the men while I was
absent. They all lay down there in line during the night until morning.
In the morning about sunrise, perhaps, Captain Russell, of the Maryland cavalry, reported with a part of his command I should think not over a company they were
cavalry they left their horses, and came up with their carbines. I placed them in
position. As soon as it was light enough to see, skirmishing commenced, and, soon
after, a general engagement.
There were no re-enforcements that came until 9.30
o’clock, except this company of Russell’s.
Our men held thir ground there and fought
well and did well. There were no re-enforcements until 9.30 o’clock, and then they came
in scattering companies, or perhaps two or three companies together in two or three
instances. The officers were all of them strangers to me. We held the position there
with a little variation sometimes we would be driven back a little, and then again
we would drive the enemy back until, I should judge, about 4 o’clock in the afternoon, or between 3 and 4 o’clock, we received orders from Colonel Ford to fall back
in good order.
I notified the officers to draw their men off in good order.
Previous to that, however, there was one time when we were almost entirely overwhelmed by their forces. They were on both of our flanks, firing a cross-fire. I think
Colonel Downey came up with some re-enforcements. I do not know what number of
men he brought. I communicated to him the situation of things, and told him to go
forward and hold the position as long as possible, and, if he was compelled to fall
back, to fall back gradually and in order, and to fall back from the west side of the
mountain that is, with a portion of the men. There was only one path ou the slope that
they could come down. They could fall back that way with less confusion and with
more safety, I judged. We remained in that situation, fighting all the time, until this
order came to fall back to Harper’s Ferry. I was about the last man that left the
ground. I saw that all the men were formed in proper order, and marched off in an
orderly manner.
;

;

;

;

—

—

;

number

Question. State the
back.
Answer. In the regiment

Question.

I

of killed and

commanded

wounded before you

fell

there were 35 killed and wounded.

How many killed and how many wounded ?

not give you that item exactly. There were 10 killed, and the
greater portion of the balance were severely wounded some were wounded slightly.
Our regiment, I think, suffered more than any other that was engaged there, as they
were in the front and center.

Answer.

I could

;

Question.

Was

Answer. No,

Question.

this

beacon lighted as was directed

sir.

Do you know

the reason

why

it

was not ?

?

;

CIIAI*.
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Answer.

In the last order I received there was no order to ignite that

do not.

I

there was a guard over

Question.

it.

Did the guard come

Answer. Yes,

569

in

when you did ?

they came away.

sir;

Question. Without lighting the beacon
Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir.

Had

the artillery been used at

all

on the heights

they had been throwing shell over in the direction of Solomon's
Gap before we came down rather on the west side of the heights, in the direction of
Solomon's Gap.

Answer. Yes,

sir

;

;

By the Judge-Advocate
Question. There had been no failure of ammunition
:

Answer. On the mountain

?

?

Question. Yes, sir; on the mountain.
Answer. No,

sir

;

there had not.

Question. What is your judgment as to the necessity of
evacuation at the time it occurred ?

making that

Answer. I am satisfied in my own mind that if we had remained there half an hour
longer we would probably have been all taken prisoners. This, of course, is judging
from the amount of force I saw in front, and the force approaching from the valley
below that is, coming up the side of the mountain. They had passed clear around
our left flank, and Aveie on the west side of the mountain then in large numbers.
;

Question. Did not your position give you great advantages in the
of defense against the approach of the enemy in that way %

way

Answer. No, sir it did not. There was nothing there to protect the men, except
this oue company of our men got up while they were on picket the day before
this occurred.
It rained that day, and they worked nearly all day in the rain cutting
down timber and putting up a little breastwork, which extended part way across the
mountain. Aside from that, there was no protection nor preparation whatever.
;

what

By

the

Court

:

Question. What amount of re- enforcements altogether do you suppose
arrived that morning %
Answer. I do not think, take them altogether, that there was over one regiment
came.

Question.
Answer.

Question.

Were you
Answer.

What

do you mean by one regiment, 800 men

A thousand men
in

I

;

You spoke

I

of giving orders to these

was not placed in command.
and we consulted together

Who

Answer. Colonel

Question.
Answer.

Question.

was the ranking

came up.

I was placed in charge of
in regard to the position.

officer

present

my men.

Colonel

?

Colonel Ford duiing

all this

time

?

at the battery, near his headquarters.

Were

there any instances of bad behavior on the part of

—running away

?

Answer. There was.

Question.

as they

Sherrill.

Where was

Down

regiments

men

immediate command of the troops there

Sherrill came,

Question.

?

do not think there was more than that.

What

regiment

?

Answer. The One hundred and twenty-sixth

New

York.
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?

Answer. Not that I am aware of. I think all the balance of the men who were
there behaved gallantly I know they did. I am sorry I cannot say the same about
the One hundred and twenty-sixth New York.
;

Question.

regiment

The One hundred and twenty-sixth New York was a [new]

?

Answer. Yes, sir they had just arrived there, perfectly new. They stood a little
skirmishing at tirst when the fire became brisk and hot they broke, with the exception of two companies. I do not know as I could give the letters of those companies
there were about two companies that did well— remained in their position but the
balance of the regiment broke. I stopped them, talked to them, encouraged them,
and got them back and for a while they did well as a general thing.
;

;

—

;

;

Question.

How many regiments

altogether were there engaged in this

affair ?

Answer. The Thirty-second Ohio, two companies of the Thirty-ninth New York
on that part of the mountain, I think they were not engaged in the fight they were
stationed on the western brow and formed that line of pickets. Then there were the
One hundred and twenty-sixth New York, and Colonel Downey, of the Third Maryland. I do not know how many men there were with him I could not say.
;

;

;

Question. Those were the only regiments that were there
Answer. All that

Question.

I

Who

am aware

?

of.

took charge of the disposition of the troops there

?

Answer. Colonel Sherrill and myself.

Question.

Where was

the balance of Colonel Ford^s brigade ?

Answer. I could not say. Major Steiner was in command of a few companies of the
First Maryland. My impression is that they were up on the west side of the mountthey were not on the summit. I did not see
ain, in the direction of Solomon’s Gap
;

them that day

at

all.

Question. When the troops were falling back, did
of Colonel Miles on the Maryland Heights

you see anything

Answer. I did not.

By

Ford
You speak

Colonel

Question.

How far north

:

of a lookout, and of a slight fortification.
of that slight fortification was it that the fight first com-

menced on Friday %
Answer. Probably a quarter of a mile.

Question.

A quarter of

Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir

;

How

a mile from the fortification

perhaps not quite

far

was the

so far.

?

It was immediately in sight of

fortification

north of the lookout

it.

?

Answer. Probably 300 yards.

Question.

At what

time were you driven back from your

to this slight fortification
Answer.

I

think

Question.

it

must have been about 9 o’clock

At what hour

Answer.

I

At what

position

in the morning.

did you abandon the lookout

Answer. That was probably 2 o’clock in the afternoon

Question.

first

%

;

%

2 or later.

time was Colonel Sherrill wounded

?

think about 10 o’clock.

Question. At what time did you yourself give the ordjer for the troops
to fall back, and what was your reason for giving that order
Answer. That occurred after Colonel Sherrill was wounded.

I

think

it

must have
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My reason for it was that
went on the mountain.

been after 2 o’clock.
received

when

I

Bj the Court
Question Keceived from

it

571

was in compliance with the order

I

:

.

whom ?

Answer. From Colonel Miles.

What

Question.

order was that you received from Colonel Miles

Answer. That order

I

have spoken

the

of,

first

?

one about our being too hard

pressed.

Was

Question.
Answer.

It

that order given to you directly?

was brought and read to me by one of Colonel Miles’ men he was a
It was read to me in the presence of Captain McGrath and other
;

stranger to me.
officers.

By

Colonel

Ford

:

Whom

did you leave in charge of the line on the southQuestion.
eastern slope of the mountain 5 what captain ?
Answer.

It

was

Cai)tain Crumbecker.

Question. Did he notify you, before you gave that order to fall
back, that the enemy were approachiug on your left in overwhelming

numbers ?
Answer. Yes, sir. At this time Colonel Sherrill was wounded; afterhe was wounded
men mostly fell back in spite of all we could do. About this time Captain Crumbecker came to me, and gave me notice that the enemy were coming around on that
his

part of the hill in large force.

Question.

And you gave

the order

?

Answer. I sent forward a lieutenant, and instructed him to tell the men to

fall

back

gradually and in order.

Question. After that order to fall back was given, describe the condition of the troops, especially of the One hundred and twenty-sixth

New

YoBk.

Answer. They were in the utmost confusion,

officers

and men, without, as I deemed,

sufficient cause.

By

the

Question.

Court

*
:

Answer. The One hundred and twenty-sixth

New

York.

Question. Were these facts reported to the
onel Ford, or whoever was in command ?
Answer. They werp

Question.

.

The whole command ?

What

;

commanding

officer, Col-

he was aware of it.

did he do upon having these facts communicated to

him?
Answer. I did not leave the mountain.

Question. Did Colonel Ford go up there
Answer.

He

Question.

?

did not come clear up.

What was done ?

Answer. I was informed that he had a company formed there to stop their descent
from the mountain. I think it was with the bayonet; that was the impression I got.
1 used my utmost endeavors to stop them on the heights when they began to fall
back.

Question.
Answer. No,

They were not ordered
sir

;

to fall

back ?

they went without orders from the

first

to the last.

;
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Question. In your narrative you have stated that they fought until
a certain hour, when they were ordered to fall hack bv order of Colonel

Ford ?
Answer. That was the last order we received probably between 3 and 4 o’clock
These men all had left before the order came from Colonel Ford. 1
do not think there was a man of the One hundred and twenty-sixth New York on the
hill then.
I had sent their adjutant down to try to get them back if possible, and
that was the last I saw of him or of the men.
;

after 3, 1 think.

By

Colonel

Question.

Ford

From

all

:

that you

know from every

source,

were you

at-

tacked by overwhelming numbers ?
Answer. They were,

I think, ten to one, to the best of

my knowledge.

Question. Bid I, on the night of the 12th, solicit you to inform Colonel
Miles of the necessity of immediate re-enforcements ?
Answer. You did.

Question. Bid you inform him for
be there that night ?
did and impressed
the necessity of it.

Answer.
I felt

I

;

Question.

it

How many men

me

upon him

that the re-enforcements must
^

as earnestly as I

was capable of doing.

of the Thirty-second Ohio do you think

you had on the mountain 1
Answer. At the time of the fight?

Question. Yes, sir

;

in the

Answer. Three hundred and

moruing and during the day.

fifty

would cover the whole number.

Question. Were you present so as to hear, or do you know from any
conversation of mine the day I first went up on the mountain, that I
urged the fortification and placing of artillery at Solomon’s Gap ?
Answer.

I

know

that you did.

I

Question. Bid you hear me express to all the officers in council my
certain conviction that unless that was done Maryland Heights must
be abaitdohed ?
Answer.

I did.

Question. Bid you hear me urge the necessity of cutting down the
timber, and placing artillery upon the lookout on Maryland Heights?
Answer.

I did.

Question. In your opinion, could those heights have been maintained
without artillery in those positions, and in addition a force greatly superior to that we had ?
Answer.

I

By

am

satisfied

General

they could not.

White

:

Question. Bid you have opportunity, during the siege of Harper’s
Ferry, to observe the officers, or either of them, who are now under
If so, what was their
arrest, in connection with this investigation ?
conduct as officers?
I saw General White on the field on Monday morning also Colonel Trimwas on the left of our line, nearly the extreme left, the left of Rigby’s battery.
Colonel Ford was not on the field during Sunday or Monday that is, doing duty. He
was sick in bed all the time, except about an hour and a half on Sunday, when he
came out where the regiment was stationed, and then returned to his bed and

Answer.

ble.

;

I

;

remained there until Monday morning, until after the surrender. In regard to those
men, I saw nothing in them but what indicated that they were doing their duty as
far as

,

was

possible.

CriAi*.
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Was

Question.
the left ?

Answer. Yes,

there a heavy

fire

of artillery on

5?3

Monday morning on

sir.

Question. How many pieces of artillery do you think there were
there? Had you any means of knowing, of ascertaining, or judging?
Answer. I know of three different batteries that were playing upon that point*
There was a battery on Loudoun Heights, immediately on the summit, and another
a little down the side of the mountain. As we passed farther to the right there were

two other

batteries, also, that fired

On

Question.

Answer. Yes,

upon

us.

the east side of the Shenandoah ?

sirj

they were

all

playing upon our

left.

Question. Were there any guns established by the enemy on Maryland Heights after the evacuation ?
Answer. I think there was, perhaps, one gun there
mit of Maryland Heights.

— one gun, perhaps, on the sum-

Question. Ho you know how many batteries they
valley to the westward of Bolivar Heights ?
Answer.

I

do not

Question.
Answer.

;

I

was not on that

You were

Y^'ou

ask

there on

how many

Question. Yes,

had over

in the

line.

Monday morning, were you not ?

batteries the

enemy had ?

sir.

Answer. There must have beeu seven or eight batteries there.

Question. Hid you have any conversation with any reliable person
as to the force over in the valley any officer of the rebel troops, or anybody else, from whom you could get information of the force there ?

—

Answer.

On

all sides of

Harper’s Ferry

?

Question. I mean immediately in front of our lines, on the west and
southwest of Harper’s Ferry, stretching from the Shenandoah around
to the Potomac.
Answer.

I

was informed that there was immediately around the place

Question. That includes
Answer, Yes,

sir.

Question. I refer

now

to the line in front of Bolivar Heights.

Answer. There were some 70,000 or 80,000 men iu the valley, as

Question.
Answer.

It

Question.
Answer.

I

120,000 men.

all sides ?

Ho you
was one

How

I

was informed.

your information ?
General Branch, gave me this information.

recollect the source of

of the rebekofficers.

long have you been in the service

entered the service a year ago last Jun e

?

— the 5th of June.

Question. At the time of the surrender, what do you think would have
been the prospect of a successful resistance, or of deferring the capture
or destruction of our forces there for any time ? You saw and knew the
enemy’s forces ; what do you think were the prospects of a successful
defense, and how long could it have been maintained ?
Answer. I have no idea at all that
time longer; that is, successfully.

Question.

You have been

Answer, Yes,

sir.

we

could have

in other

made any

engagements ?

resistance but a short
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?

Answer. Several.

By

Court
What day of

the

:

the month did Colonel
of Maryland Heights with his brigade ^
Question.

Answer. I could not answer that question now
trunk that would give me the date.

Question. About
ated

how

;

I

Ford take command

have a memorandum-hook in

long were you on the

before

hill

it

my

was evacu-

Answer. I think not over about a week.

Question. During that time what was done in the way of throwing
up defenses what efforts were made to defend the position by such
means as Colonel Ford had ?
;

Answer. He ordered a party to proceed around the mountain
around to Solomon’s Gap; to make a thorough examination of
defense.

I

was

;

examine the points
with a view to its

it

witli the party.

Question. I had reference to his throwing any obstacles in the way,
making rifle-pits, or using the facilities there for defending the position.

Answer. There was something done near the battery

Question.

;

some timber

Answer. Very

little.

Question. Do you know what your supply of rations
days’ rations you had on hand
Answer.

I

was

—how many

do not.

Question. Do you
the time you left ?
Answer.

cut.

How much ?

I could

know how many

days’ rations your

own men had at

not answer that question.

How much ammunition had you ?
When we went into the fight we had about forty
Question. That was all you had ?

Question.
Answer.

Answer. Yes,

Question.

rounds each.

sir.

Had

the troops a plenty of spades and axes?

Answer. No, sir and I had applied for some ammunition. ' I had gone down across
the ferry for it, but was told that there was none there of the caliber we required.
;

Question.

You

say there were no spades or axes

Answer. There were a few,

I think, in

Question. Do you know whether Colonel Ford
those to strengthen his position ?
Answer. I

By

know he

Colonel

?

the hands of the First Maryland there.

made

efforts to get

got them, and they were used.

Ford

:

Question. Do you know that I had a strong party detailed, who spent
a couple of days in throwing obstructions across Solomon’s Gap?
Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir.

Do you know

into Solomon’s
Answer. Yes,

Gap ?

sir.

about taking 100

men and

rolling a big rock
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By

Court

the

Question.

How

far

575

:

was Solomon’s Gap from

this point?

Answer. About 4^ miles.

Question. I am speaking only of the means used to defend Maryland
Heights themselves, in the way of cutting down trees, making rifle-pits,

and things of that kind.
Answer. There bad been near the battery, and some timber cut on the side of the
mountain. They were, perhaps, one or two days cutting there and on the summit of
the mountain our men worked very hard our pickets there for perhaps one day. It
was a rainy day.

—

—

By

Ford

Colonel

;

:

Question. Do you know that I had a party of men cutting up the side
of the mountain from the battery, as far as I could have it cut down
around the battery ?
Answer. Yes, sir and then this company that passed around the mountain observed
the places where the enemy could approach, and obstructed those approaches by
cutting down timber, rolling stones, &c.
;

all

Question. Do you know about my making an efibrt on Quartermaster
Patterson, of sending you over to Harper’s Ferry to try to get axes,
and there were no axes to be had ?

—

Answer. Yes,

sir; I

think about ten axes were the most

we

could find at any time

to be used.

By

Court

the

:

Question. I understood you to say that Colonel Ford had
plication for axes and had got them ?

made

ap-

Answer. Those were the axes of this Maryland Home Brigade, which was located on
the heights immediately about his quarters. I do not know how long they had been
there.

Question. Do you know if Colonel Ford made any
from the other side of the river ?
Answer.

axes

I do.

Question.

And

Answer. No,

By

effort to get

he could not succeed

%

sir.

Colonel

You

D’Utassy

:

two companies of the Thirty-ninth Kegiment were at Maryland Heights, and yet I sent over six companies of
the Thirty-ninth Eegiment, three companies of the One hundred and
eleventh Eegiment of New York, and the whole of the One hundred
and fifteenth Eegiment in all, about 1,800 men.
Question.

said that only

;

Answer. Those men, with the exception of two companies, were not on the point
occupied they were up by Solomon’s Gap.

I

;

Question. Did you see some companies reascend the Maryland Heights
the day after they had been abandoned, and save the guns and ammunition

?

Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. Do you
order they were sent?
Answer.

I

were, and by whose

could not see what companies they were.

Question. Did you
Answer.

know what companies they

I did not.

know who gave

the orders for that to be done ?

:
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:

Question.
service?

profession before you entered the military

Answer. Medicine and surgery.

Question. Do you know the cause of my disability on Sunday evening and Monday while I was on the HarpeFs Ferry side ? If so, state it.
Answer. I do. I know that you obtained leave of absence for sixty days, for the
purpose of going home and having an operation performed for fistula and" that after
you returned you bad been almost utterly unable to ride horseback, and, in walking,
the parts became so much inflamed that that caused a great deal of sulfering and
swelling. I know that Colonel Ford was confined to his bed in consequence of that
swelling, on Sunday and Monday; I examined him myself. We bad to bring him
away from Harper’s Ferry on a bed in a wagon. I tried to obtain an ambulance for
him, but I could not succeed.
;

The Commission adjourned

until to-morrow at 10 a.

m.

*##*##*
Washington, D.

The Commission met pursuant

C., October 7, 1862.

to adjournment.

Eev. Sylvester W. Clemans, called by the Government, was
sworn and examined as follows

By

the

Question.

Judge-Advocate

am

Answer. I

:

What position do you occupy in the
chaplain of the

One hundred and

military service

fifteenth

New York

?

State Volun-

teers.

Question.

Were you occupying

at Harper^s Ferry

that position during the late events

?

Answer. I was.

Question.

Were you

present at the time that Maryland Heights were

evacuated ?
Answer.

I

was on Bolivar Heights

at that time.

Question. Did you have any conversation with Colonel Miles, or hear
him have any conversation with others, as to the circumstances under
which the evacuation of those heights took place ?
Answer. I had no conversation with Colonel Miles, and I did not hear him have conversation with others that is, with individuals. I heard some language he used on
discovering the movement of the brigade on Maryland Heights.
;

Question. Will you state what it was?
Answer. I was standing on Bolivar Heights. Colonel Miles rode up there and halted
his horse, perhaps 30 feet from me, and with his glass took a survey of the heights.
In his apparent astonishment, as he saw the first movement of the retreat from Maryland Heights, I could give his own language if necessary.

Question. Give
Answer.
ing

down

!

it.

He exclaimed “God Almighty; what
Hell and damnation ” He wheeled
!

does that
his horse

They are comand rode toward Camp

mean ?

flill.

Question. That was
Answer. That

Question.

beyond that

all

you heard him say

in regard to it?

is all.

You have no
?

Answer, Nothing more.

personal knowledge in regard to the matter
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Henry M. Binney, called by

Lieut.

examined as

By

Govemment, and sworn and

follows:

the

Question.

the

577

Judge-Ad yocate

:

What position do you occupy in

the military service ?

Answer. I am second lieutenant of the Tenth Maine.
Miles as an aide since February last.

I

have acted with Colonel

Question. Were you acting as his aide during the recent events at
Harper’s Ferry which led to its surrender ?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. Will you state those events, so far as you have knowledge
of them first, those in immediate connection with the evacuation of
;

Maryland Heights ?
Answer. I think the attack was made on Solomon’s Gap, the extreme right of Maryland Heights, on Thursday, the 11th of the month, by infantry and artillery, the
artillery shelling out the pickets which Colonel Ford had thrown down there. They
then advanced up on the heights from that direction, and also from the eastern slope
of Maryland Heights, from Pleasant Valley, during the latter part of the afternoon
and during the night. On Friday, Colonel Ford’s forces were engaged the principal
part of the day. Early in the morning there was considerable infantry firing, the
enemy working their way on the crest of the heights. In the afternoon of Friday, I
think it was. Colonel Ford reported having had quite a sharp skirmish with the enemy
near the lookout, on the crest of the heights, our forces driving the enemy back and
retaining the lookout. Daring Friday night the enemy threw a large force on the
heights, and on Saturday morning our forces were forced to fall back by degrees.
Colonel Ford reporting as often as once an hour the state of affairs there. Colonel
Miles visited the heights as often as twice a day on Thursday and Friday. On Saturday morning he was on the heights quite early, somewhere about 8 or 9 o’clock.
On Saturday afternoon Colonel Miles and myself went on Bolivar Heights. While
on Bolivar Heights, Colonel Miles was busily engaged looking for some demonstration
of the enemy in front toward Charlestown. I observed that our troops were coming
down Maryland Heights, toward the battery which was on the slope toward Harper’s
Ferry. I called Colonel Miles’ attention to it. He immediately took his field-glass
and looked over, and expressed himself indignant and highly incensed at the idea of
leaving the heights. I asked him if I should go over there and give orders to stop it.
He said he would go wfith me, and went down toward Camp Hill, and somebody
reported to him that the guns were spiked and the troops were coming off the hill.
The troops came down in good order across the pontoon bridge into Harper’s Ferry.

Question. Ho you know of any order given by Colonel Miles to Colonel
in reference to the contingency of the .evacuation of the heights I

Ford

Answer. There never was any order given by Colonel Miles to that effect. At each
Colonel Ford, he set forth to him the importance of those
heights, and Colonel Ford always represented that he could hold them against anything that was brought against him, on one occasion remarking that Colonel Miles
would have to come over there for protection.

visit of Colonel Miles to

Question. You were present and heard those orders given by Colonel
Miles to him ?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. Were they or not to the effect that he was to hold the
heights to the last extremity
Answer. To the

last extremity

and

at all hazards.

Question. You heard notliing from Colonel Miles indicating that any
change had been made in those orders, or that Colonel Ford should,
under any circumstances, surrender those heights ?
Answer. No, sir I was with Colonel Miles day and night, constantly by his side
from tbe first attack, whenever he was not in his bed. I was with him in every visit
to every camp.
;

37
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Question. Were you present when the first interview took place
between Colonel Miles and Colonel Ford after the evacuation of Maryland Heights ?
Aiaswer. I was not I do not know where it did take place.
;

Question.

How

long after the evacuation before you saw Colonel

Ford?
Answer. I did not see Colonel Ford again until I met him at Annapolis I did not
him after he left Maryland Heights. I had some occasion to visit his regiment
with orders, hut I did not see him. I understood he was quite indisposed. In fact,
he was all the time he was on Maryland Heights.
;

see

How long before the evacuation took place were you youron the heights ?
Answer. About four hours we were there between Sand 9 o’clock, and the evacuQuestion.

self last

}

ation took x^lace a

little

after 1 o’clock.

Question. Did Colonel Ford then hold the same opinion in regard to
his ability to maintain his position

?

Answer. No, sir he represented that if he could have one or two more regiments
he could hold it, but, as it was, the enemy were forcing him back. He expressed some
^
little doubt in regard to being able to hold it.
;

'

_

Question. What is your judgment as to the necessity for making the
evacuation at the time it occurred ?
Answer. In my opinion it was very precipitate. I was on Bolivar Heights at Camp
Hill for three or four hours afterward, and there were no indications of the enemy
until nearly sundown.

Question.

many hours

The enemy did not occupy the
afterward

position he abandoned for

?

Answer. From that time until we left Harper’s Ferry I did not see the enemy near
the battery. The enemy threw some sharpshooters down on the extreme point of
Maryland Heights, and fired at our headquarters in the Ferry. There was no enemy
visible in and around the battery where the trees had been felled.

By

the

Court

:

Question. You say that at the last interview between Colonel Miles
and Colonel Ford, Colonel Ford expressed some doubt as to his ability
to hold the place unless he was re-enforced ?
Answer.

He

Question.

did.

What

reply did Colonel Miles

make ?

Answer. His reply was that he would send them another regiment if he could spare
He had been attacked in front, and expected an attack along the
it from the front.
whole line. If he could spare a regiment without weakening his front too much, he
do
so.
said he would

Question. Did he leave any discretion with Colonel Ford as to falling
if he was overpowered, or anything of the kind ?

back

Answer. He remarked to Colonel Ford that he could hold the heights, and that he
must. I did not hear him make any remark in regard to the evacuation in any shape.
After Colonel Miles had left Maryland Heights on Saturday, he went upon Camp Hill
to place some guns there, which were under Colqpel Ward. He then came back to
his headquarters, and wrote an order or a note to Colonel Ford, stating that since
leaving his jiosition there and coming to Camp Hill he could see that the position was
much more defensible, covered as it was by the guns at Camp Hill, than it appeared
when at his station on Maryland Heights, and again telling him that he could hold
the position and must hold it.

Questiou.
order ?

Do you know

whether Colonel Ford ever received that

:
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Answer. The order was sent by an orderly, and the receipt came hack on the
envelope.

Question.

By whom was

the receipt signed

?

Answer. By Colonel Ford.

Question.

What do you know

about the order given by Colonel Miles
“You can hold the heights

to Colonel Ford, ending with the words,
until the cows’ tails drop off”?

Answer. That is the order to which I have j ust
words

referred.

He wrote the order in these

Since leaving your position on Maryland Heights and coming on this side, I can see that your msicovered as it is by the guns at Camp Hill.

is much more demnsible than it appears at your station,
Ton can hold on and must hold on until the cows’ tails drop

tion

Judge- Advocate

off.

By the
Question. Was that order given subsequent to his last visit to Maryland Heights ?
Answer. Yes,

:

sir.

Question. After the

re- enforcements

had been asked

for ?

Answer. Yes, sir; that order was sent by an orderly, and that orderly brought back
an envelope with Colonel Ford’s receipt upon it I do not know whether it was the
envelope of that order or of a previous order, but he always had orders to bring
back the receipt.
;

Question. Were you present when Major Hewitt called on Colonel
Miles for re-enforcements ? If so, state what passed.
Answer.

By

was not present when Major Hewitt

I

Colonel D’

Htassy

called

upon Colonel

Miles.

:

Question. Do you remember that, when the heights
I asked permission of Colonel Miles to retake them ?

were evacuated,

Answer. I was present when you proposed to Colonel Miles to take your regiment
over there and bring off what stuff had been left there.

Question. That was on the subsequent day; but on the day of the
evacuation, when Colonel Miles expressed his surprise at it, I right
away turned myself to him and asked him if I could have permission to
go and retake possession.
Answer.

I

do not recollect that exactly

to send your regiment over there

;

I recollect your proposing to Colonel Miles
that you behoved you could go over there and hold
;

the heights with your regiment.

Question. I will recall to your mind some particulars. The colonel,
the evacuation, made some exclamations in regard to it.
There was present, besides yourself, another officer. I said, “ Colonel,
will you give me permission to go over with my regiment, or even with
my whole brigade ? I can hold the place.” He said to that, “ I can say
nothing now until I know something more about it.” The following
day I again asked permission. That permission was not granted to me.
I addressed myself to you personally, and said, “ What is your opinion
about it ? Can I dare to risk it on my own account ? ” You said,
“Decidedly, do it.” I then sent over some volunteers, four companies,
and brought down all the guns and ammunition there.

when he saw

Answer. I remember so far as that you represented to Colonel Miles that you should
take your regiment over there and hold the heights. And after Colonel Miles mounted
and rode oft', you represented to me that you should like to take two companies over
there and take off what had been left, and you asked me if, in my opinion, it would
be right. I said that I could not give you the order, but if you thought fit to go there,
Your regiment was over there at the
1 would take the respousibility, if I were you.
time of the evacuation. I recoUect the conversation with Colonel Miles so far as that
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you represented to him that you should go over there and hold the position. Colonel
Miles represented that there was no necessity for going there that Maryland Heights
was of no use to us, as our big guns were destroyed that the eneiny would not
occupy it, having silenced our guns. It was of no importance to us then, and, therefore, he saw no necessity of going over there.
;

;

Question. Did I go over the subsequent day, twenty-four hours after
the evacuation, and bring down all the small guus there and the ammunition?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. Did the same ammunition that I then brought
ward help us to continue the fight for twenty-four hours ?

down

after-

Answer. I do not know what ammunition there was there, or what was brought olf,
unless it was some ammunition that Colonel Ford called for on Saturday morning.
He sent over for some, ammunition, stating that the Thirty-second Ohio was entirely
Half an hour afterward he sent again, and half an hour after that he sent
out.
again. I was sent by Colonel Miles to the ordnance officer to get cartridges of .54
caliber.
The ordnance officer said he had none of that caliber except for carbines.
Colonel Miles said those would answer, and there were three wagon-loads sent over
there some hour and a half before the evacuation. I do not know whether it ever
reached him, or whether it was brought oft by Colonel Ford or not I cannot say I
do not know whether it was left there or brought down by you subsequently. I do
not know what ammunition you did bring down. I know "that you brought down
the brass x>ieces that were left there. I do not know whether the ammunition you
got there helped to defend the place afterward, for I do not know what was there.
I know there was some belonging to the 6-pounders, the howitzers.
;

;

Question. Can you say anything in regard to the behavior of my regiment on Maryland Heights, particularly when the One hundred and
twenty-sixth Kew York Eegiment ran ?
Answer. On going on to the heights with Colonel Miles, we met nearly a full company of the One hundred and twenty-sixth New York coming down the road on to
the pontoon bridge. Colonel Miles asked them what the trouble was. They said
they had no officers. He ordered them back, and left me to bring them back. I did
so, and got them on the heights, where I found your major.
I asked if there was any
guard there to prevent their leaving the heights. They said there was not. I tbeii
saw the major, and represented the circumstances to him, and he said they did not
come down his way, but through the woods the other way. I left orders for him to
bayonet or shoot any who should attempt to leave, and I understood that he had some
The Garibaldi Guards were represented by Cc/lonel
difficulty with them afterward.
Ford,, with his own regiment, to be the only two regiments he could depend upon.
The Garibaldi Guards, so far as I know, and as Colonel Miles remarked, did their duty
to the best of their ability, and on their return represented themselves as very indignant at being obliged to come back. When we were on the heights the regiment
was in line of battle. It was the only regiment I saw. The rest were probably on
the crest of the heights.

Question. So you are perfectly convinced that my regiment did, in
every regard and in every respect, fully their duty ?
Answer. They did, under your major so much as to bring forth Colonel Miles’
;

compliments to them. The only reason Colonel Miles gave for denying your proposition to go on the heights was that the heights would be of no use whatever to us
after that.

By

the

Court

:

Question. That was the first conversation when he discovered the
heights were evacuated ?
Answer. It was after the troops came into Harper’s Ferry.
Question.
Answer. No,

Question.

The next day ?
sir

;

the same afternoon.

Some hours subsequently ?

Answer. Yes, sir; it was on Sunday that Colonel D’Utassy went back with four
companies and brought back the guns, meeting with no resistance whatever.

;
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made by the colonel
his astonishment at the evacuation ?

Question. I understood that this application was

when Colonel Miles expressed
Answer.

He

Question.
Answer.

could not go then, for his regiment was already on the heights.

But

think

I

after

was

it

he discovered the evacuation ?
had got down from the hill.

after they

His regiment was

already over there, at the time of the evacuation, under his major [after a slight
pause. ] Now, I come to recollect it, it was at the time we first discovered the evacuation that Colonel D’Utassy proposed to go over there himself, and take his regiment,
and, if Colonel Ford saw fit to take the rest down, he could do so. Colonel Miles represented that he could not give the order until he saw Colonel Ford and understood
the circumstances.

By

Colonel D’Utassy:

Question. I said, distinctly, in the hearing of both of you, and of other
gentlemen, that, whatever Colonel Ford thinks, I was willing to take
ray brigade and hold the position there; in which case I would take my
regiment over there and stay there, and Colonel Miles said, “ I cannot
give any orders until I hear from Colonel Ford.”
Answer. That was the remark, and that, the big guns being destroyed and spiked,
was no necessity for Colonel Ford or any one staying over there.

there

By

the

Question.

Answer. Yes,

By

It

:

that

all in

one conversation?

sir.

Ford
At what hour

Colonel

Question.
up there ?
Answer.

Court

Was

:

in the

day did you and Colonel Miles come

was between 8 and 10 o’clock. I think
down to Sandy Hook.

it

was about

8.30 o’clock.

Pre-

vious to that I had been

Question.

Who were in company with you when you came over there?

Answer. I think

I

was alone with Colonel Miles.

Question. Alone with him?
Answer. I think so I am not certain. Sometimes Major Mcllvaine accompanied
him, and sometimes Lieutenant Willmon.
But I think that that morning I. was
alone with him.
;

Question.
alone ?
Answer.

I

Do you

think

recollect that

you two came over there together

so.

Question. What was the condition of the troops in the
and below the battery, coming down the pathway ?

little valley,

Answer. The Garibaldi Guards were formed in line of battle to the left of the
heavy guns, extending from the little breastworks where the howitzers were up the
mountain.

Question. What did you see at the hospital, and the old house, and
the road coming down ?
Answer. I saw no troops there except the One hundred and fifteenth New York
that came up there that morning, and while we were there they were sent down, I
think, under the direction of Major Steiner, thrown down into the woods into the
path to the left of your headquarters.

Question.
ain ?

Did you notice the breaking of the troops from the mount-

Answer. Yes,

New

York,

saw no other troops except the One hundred and twenty-sixth
scattered all over creation; I saw none of your regiment there.

sir; I

who were
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Miles and

myself to get those troops to go back %
Answer.* I do.

Question.

Did you partake

in those efforts

Answer. I did; and actually used

my

sword and

?

pistol.

Question. Do you recollect of seeing Colonel Miles and myself in the
valley down below, making efforts to get those troops back I
Answer.

I do.

Question.

And on

the slope ?

Answer. Yes, sir. I recollect now that Lieutenant Willmon was with us that day,
because I was left to bring back the One hundred and twenty-sixth New York down
at the bottom of the hill, and when I got them up to the Garibaldi Guard, I directed
them to go on the hill and join the rest of their regiment, and gave orders that they
were not to be allowed to go through the lines of the Garibaldi Guard. Some one
reported that the One hundred and twenty-sixth regiment, on top of the hill, were
retreating, and Colonel Miles sent Lieutenant Willmon on the hill with orders, and
he staid there something like an hour. Colonel Miles and myself remaining down
below, picking up stragglers from the One hundred and twenty-sixth, and posting
the One hundred and fifteenth.

make any remark about

Question. Did you hear Colonel Miles

regiment

this

?

Answer. Nothing, except that he called them damned scoundrels whenever he met
them.

Question. Did you hear him say anything about the effect of their
leaving
Answer. He said that one regiment skedaddling in that way would cause a panic
through the whole, unless some stringent means were used to prevent it. So far as I
saw, you were using every effort yourself, and so were your officers, to prevent it.

Question. Do you recollect my going into an old house there
vately with Colonel Miles, and having a conversation with him 1
Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir.

Do you

Answer. Yes,

pri-

sir

recollect Colonel Miles requesting all to

and

;

all

go out 1

went out but myself.

Question. You do not know what he said about the effect of these
troops running, except what you have stated ?
Answer. That

is

what

I recollect,

and that

it

would eventually cause the evacu-

ation of the heights.

Question. Do you recollect Colonel Miles saying anything about
spiking the guns
'?

Answer. He said if you were forced by overwhelming numbers to leave the position, not to do so without spiking the siege guns, and rolling them down the hill as
far as you could that the position was not to be abandoned without spiking the
;

guns.

Question.

Have you

you have referred
Answer.

I

have not

Question.

Were

to
;

the envelope that receipt was written on, that

?

we

did not keep them.

not a great

many papers

sent

up there that day

?

do not recollect that there was. We received some from you; one that
you feared that you could not hold the heights, and one afterward asking for ammunition, and afterward you sent a verbal communication for ammunition.
Answer.

I

Question.

What

time did you leave the heights

?

;
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Answer. About 10.30 o’clock.

We

had

left

the heights a

little

'over

two hours

previous to the evacuation.

By the Judge-Advocate
Question. Did the subordinate officers of this One hundred and
twentj^-sixth New York participate in this panic, or was it confined to
the men ?
Answer. It was the whole regiment, as I understood. They represented that it was
under the orders of their major, Major Baird I had orders from Colonel Miles, and he
gave orders to several other ofi6cers, that if [we] came across Major Baird, to arrest
him immediately. We did not come across him. The men represented that they had
no officers, except Lieutenant Barras. While we were talking, Lieutenant Barras
came down, and reported to Colonel Miles that the officers of the regiment had gone
that he was the only officer left; that he had been using his utmost endeavors to have
the regiment retain its position on the heights, and to keep them together, but that
Colonel Miles said that he must go back and make them stand.
he had utterly failed
He merely said that his orders should be obeyed, and went off.
:

;

.

By Colonel Ford
Question. Did you hear Colonel Miles order
:

me

to arrest this

Major

Baird?
Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir.

At any

Answer. Yes,

sir

;

to several officers to

By

Court
Do you know whether he was

the

Question.
quently ?
Answer.

time ?

any time and place that you could find him.
have him arrested immediately.
at

I

He gave

orders

:

think not

;

1

have not heard that he was

arrested or not, subse-

;

I inquired for

him once

after-

ward on Bolivar Heights.
Question.

Where were

the colonel and lieutenant-colonel of that regi-

ment?
Answer. The colonel had been very severely wounded, according to the representaI was not present.
They had had quite a severe skirmish on the top of the
hill, near the lookout. The panic commenced there, and the colonel, dismounting, took
his pistols from his holster and threatened to shoot the first man that ran. He was
shot in the jaw, destroying nearly the entire jaw. That seemed to create a disturbance in the regiment, and nothing was done with them afterward. I never heard of the
lieutenant-colonel never saw him. I saw no officer of the One hundred and twentysixth New York except Lieuteqant Barras and Colonel Sherrill. The men represented
that they had not a company officer even anywhere there. They had all gone, where,
I do not know
they were xJrobably scattered around in the woods.
tions made.

;

;

Question. There was the usual proportion of
duty with the regiment ?
Answer. They had a

when

it

full

complement of comx)any officers. It was a
probably 950 went up on the heights.

arrived at the Ferry

By

company

officers

full

on

regiment

;

the Judge- Advocate

:

Question. Will you state the circumstances which led to the surrender of Harper’s Ferry ; the events immediately connected with it ?
Answer. I will commence with Sunday night. On Sunday night Colonel Davis, of
the Eighth New York Cavalry, came down and represented that the cavalry was of
no use there. There were nearly 2,500 cavalry, composed of a battalion of Rhode Island
cavalry, a battalion of the Maryland Potomac Home Brigade Cavalry, the First Maryland Cavalry, and the Twelfth Illinois Cavalry. Colonel Davis represented that the
cavalry was of no use there, and if we were obliged to surrender the place eventually
they would be as great a prize as the enemy could got. Furthermore, that we had no
forage for the horses, and they were perfectly useless there, and he desired the privilege of cutting his way out. Colonel Miles then issued an order, or sent his orderlies
around to the different commanders of cavalry to meet at his office that evening.
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They did meet there ahont 7 or 7.30 o’clock. He then told them that if they would
consult together, and propose means of getting out, and a road to go by, he would
issue the order giving them the privilege. There Avas considerable disputing as
to the road they should take. Colonel Havis represented that he wanted to go up
on the Avestern side of the Potomac as far as Kearueysville, and then cross the river at
Shepherdstown. Colonel Miles represented that there was extreme danger in their
going that Ava5^ He and Colonel IDavis had considerable talk about it, until, finally,
Colonel Miles issued an order directing them to go across the pontoon bridge, then go
u]) the Maryland side and take the Sharpsburg route, which they did.
Colonel Miles
said he did not wish the infantry to be aware of it until they were gone. They were
to go Avithout any led horses, with no bugle call, quietly and steadily. He Avas afraid
if the infantry became aware of it, it would cause a stampede among them.
I think
Colonel Miles consulted Avith General White upon the subject.

By

White
Do you remember

General

Question.

:

the route I proposed for them

?

—

Answer. I do not. On Sunday night some of the infantry officers I do not know
who — some of the commanding officers of regiments, one or two of them, came down
and said the cavalry Avero going out, and wanted to knoAv Avhy they could not go, too.
They said they did not see the necessity of staying there and being butchered by
artillery Avithout the opportunity of using their men and musketry in any way. 1 do
not recollect who they Avere; there were one or two of them. They spoke of either
surrendering or cutting their way out. Colonel Miles then showed them an order
which he had received by the last telegraph from General Plalleck, stating that the
Genm’al Government had perfect confidence in him, and that he must hold out at all
hazards and to the last extremity. He said he had some ammunition left, and, after
that was expended, he Avould then talk about an evacuation or surrender. During
the night some officers came down from the extreme right of Bolivar Heights. I
think Captain Von Sehlen, of the Fifteenth Indiana Battery, and Captain Graham, of
the Fifth NeAv York Artillery, came down to Colonel Miles’ quarters about midnight,
and represented that the enemy were planting a battery on the Sugar Loaf, so called.
That is directly opposite the extreme heights of Bolivar, across the river. It is a
very steep little round mountain, which would rake Boli\^ar” Heights fore and aft,
right straight across. Captain Rigby and Captain Potts were also there, whose batteries were to the extreme left of Bolivar Heights, under General White.
They represented that the enemy were planting a battery on the plateau, under Loudoun Heights,
on the extreme left, Avhich would rake Bolivar Heights in the same way the other one
would. The colonel represented that he expected they would enfilade the heights
the next morning in every direction. About an hour before daybreak on Monday
morning, Colonel Miles called for our horses, and we went on Bolivar Heights. Before
we arrived there, the enemy had commenced shelling us. The enemy’s battery on the
plateau, under Loudoun Pleights, to the extreme left of Bolivar Heights and across the
Shenandoah River, Avas the heaviest battery we had playing on us that day, completely enfilading the left wing of Bolivar Heights. General White was there superintending the planting of a battery, removing it from one position down on the plateau
near the Shenandoah. I think Captain Rigby’s battery was planted there, or Captain
Potts’ I do not remember which one it was.
It seemed to draw the principal part
of the enemy’s fire from that position. Colonel Miles, Lieutenant Willmon, and myself
went up BoliAmr Heights, dismounted on the slope of the heights, and, leaving the
horses with the orderlies, Ave went up on the crest of the heights, down on the extreme
right, where there were some intrenchments thrown up and a battery planted, to see
what indications there were of the enemy. We staid there some fifteen or twenty
minutes, when we started to go down on the left again. We met Captain Von Sehlen,
who reported that his command was entirely exhausted, and we met Captain Phillips,
Avho stated that his ammunition was expended. About the center of Bolivar Heights
Colonel Miles met General White, and remarked to him that the artillerists had
reported that they were out of ammunition, and he did not know what he should do;
that he did not see that he could hold out any longer without the butchery and
slaughter of his men, as the heights were being completely enfiladed. He asked General White’s advice in the matter. General White did not seem inclined to recommend
a surrender or anything of that sort. It was by Colonel Miles’ proposition entirely, his
first proposition, to raise a white handkerchief and ask for a cessation of hostilities.
;

Question. Before that was done, did I not advise Colonel Miles to call
commanders together ?

his brigade

was going to say .that you then advised Colonel Miles to call together
I meant to infer was that the raising of the white handkerchief
was by Colonel Miles’ iiroposition. He asked your advice, and, after some time, you
Answer.

his officers.

I

What

(jHAP.
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proposed that the best thing we could do was to have a consultation of his officers.
He then sent Lieutenant Willmon to the right for Colonel D’Utassy, and sent me to
the left for Colonel Trimble. I could not find my horse, and I went down to the
extreme left on foot. I found Colonel Trimble on horseback by his brigade, and reported to him the order. He started off, and I got back there in time to hear the latter part of the consultation. After some considerable conversation on the subject,
Colonel Miles raised a white handkerchief, and ordered others to do the same. General White, I think, proposing to go out with a flag of truce.

By the Judge-Advocate
Question. State what you heard of that consultation, and
:

what was

said.

Answer. I do not recollect any of the conversation, except that
D’Utassy remark that he did not see any reason for surrendering.

I

heard Colonel

Question. Was there any conclusion arrived at in which all the officers concurred, or did they just separate, and Colonel Miles himself
give the direction that a white flag should he hoisted ?
not get there in time to hear the opinions expressed by the different
When they separated, Colonel Miles raised his handkerchief,
and directed me and others to do the same. Whether that was the agreenient of the
consultation or not, I do not know. I was not close enough to hear.

Answer.

I did

commanding

officers.

Question.

You

say that Colonel D’Utassy said that he saw no reason

for surrendering ?

Answer. He made some such remark as that. After the council of officers had
broken up, Colonel Miles remarked to some infantry, who were manifesting some dissatisfaction at the hoisting of the white flag, that it was merely for a cessation of
hostilities.

Question. You spoke of the exhaustion of the ammunition.
you any personal knowledge of that?

Have

Answer. ^ only know from the report of the officers of artillery except this, that on
Sunday night Major Mcllvaine reported that there were but thirty-six rounds left for
the Parrott guns.
;

Question.

How

long had they been throwing shell ?

Answer. From Thursday afternoon.

Question. Constantly or only occasionally?
Answer. Occasionally on Thursday afternoon. On Friday the two guns under Colonel Ward were firing, at intervals, almost all day, and on Saturday morning the guns
under Captain McGrath in Colonel Ford’s intrenchments. On Sunday morning we
commenced throwing shell early in the morning on to Loudoun Heights, where the
enemy were throwing up batteries.
kept up a constant shelling pretty nearly
through Sunday forenoon, until Colonel Miles ordered us to save the ammunition,
unless we saw something to fire at.

We

Question. How long after the retreat of General Pope’s army did you
hear of the approach of the enemy toward Harper’s Ferry ?
Answer. It was about the Ist of September that our pickets were driven in. Our
communications were cut off on the 3d of September, both railroad and telegraph.

Question.

You mean

those with Baltimore ?

Answer. Yes, sir; for two or three days our communications by telegraph were
open by Martinsburg to Cumberland and to Pittsburgh, and thenee to Baltimore.

Question. The supply of ammunition on hand was not such as to prepare you for sustaining a siege ?
Answer. Colonel Miles always represented that he could hold the place for five
days. The supply of ammunition was not very extensive. There had been a requisition made for ammunition, which the railroad being cut off prevented us from getting.
On the Ist of September there was a letter sent from Baltimore to the ordnance officer,
representing that they had no ammunition there suitable for the guns we had, and
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requisition could he

Qaestion. Do you know what efforts Colonel Miles made to open
communication with General McClellan
Answer.

we heard

We heard reports of troops coming up, hut nothing definite.

For instance,

Wool was coming up with 20,000 men, and that General Mcwas coming up on the Virginia side with a large force, hut nothing definite.
On Sunday, Captain Cole, of the Maryland Potomac Home Brigade Cavalry, and Captain Russell, of the First Maryland Cavalry, offered to open up communication with
our army if there was any in Maryland. We had heard that Frederick had fallen into
the hands of the enemy. Colonel Miles gave his consent, and they went with what
result I do not know. I have never heard anything of them since. We have been
that General

Clellan

;

given to understand that they did get through to General McClellan, and represented
the state we were in at Harper’s Ferry. They never came back again.

Question. Did you Rear that re-enforcements were on the
Harper^s Ferry

way

to

Answer. Nothing officially. We heard that Frederick was taken by the enemy, and
we never heard that Frederick had been retaken by General McClellan, or
anything of the sort.
after that

By
Answer.

Court:
Did you hear

the

Question.

firing

We heard heavy firing on

?

Sunday

off in the direction of South Mountain,
could hardly tell in what direction it was.
We heard &ing on Saturday afternoon, and on Sunday pretty much all day also on
Monday afternoon, after the surrender, and also on Tuesday and Wednesday. On
Wednesday the cannonading was very heavj’^ all day. I will state that on Sunday
night there was an attempt made to turn our left flank by infantry, under General
Pender, of the North Carolina Brigade. The whole brigade was thrown up on the
extreme left, toward the Shenandoah River. I was sent down on the Shenandoah
road, where Colonel Banning, of the Eighty -seventh Ohio was, throwing out skirmishers, to extend from the river to join Colonel Downey’s skirmishers, on the extreme left
of Bolivar Heights, and while doiug so I heard heavy infantry firing up to the front,
which I understood was Colonel Downey’s regiment, and the Thirty-second Ohio.
Toward the middle of the night there was quite heavy firing there, heavy skirmishing, which I understood was some regiments under General White and a brigade of
the enemy undertaking to turn the left flank of Bolivar Heights, in whieh they were
severely repulsed by the trooj)S under General White. No further attempt was made
in that line.

as

we

thought, though in the hills there

we

;

By

General

White:
know

Question. Do you
to meet that attack ?

the disposition that was

made

of the troops

Answer. Late on Sunday evening, before dark, I went round on the extreme left
ridge with Colonel Miles, and found Colonel Downey’s regiment lying down in the
grass, with skirmishers thrown out in the front; Colonel Downey reported that there
was a large force of the enemy there. There was a force of artillery thrown out on the
Halltown road, near to that line of woods. Colonel Downey said that he thought the
enemy were endeavoring to cut off that cavalry squad, as they had made no demonstration on him. Colonel Downey said that he wanted Captain Shamburg’s cavalry
with him. Colonel Miles said he did not know where he was, but if he could find him
he would have him go up and report to him, though his cavalry force was only 19
men and, as there was other cavalry there, he saw no necessity of more cavalry at
that position. He said if he wanted another infantry regiment he could have it, and
ordered me to send the Thirty-second Ohio there. I found Major Hewitt, and gave
him orders to go there. Major Hewitt represented that he had just received an order
from Colonel D’Utassy to report to him, on the right. I told him, on my own responsibility, that that order would be countermanded, and that the order of Colonel Miles
was to report to Colonel Trimble, on the extreme left ; that Colonel Downey was hard
pressed and needed assistance. I reported to Colonel Miles, when I got down to headquarters, what I had done, and he approved it.
;

to

Question. Do you know the disposition
meet the attack of Hill’s division ?
Answer. I do not.

made by myself of the

troops

—
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present there

Answer. Your disposition of troops, I think, was made after our visit. I know there
was a heavy attack made there, and it was repulsed later in the evening than when
we were there.

By

the

Court

:

How

long after General White went out with the flag to
arrange terms was Colonel Miles struck %
Question.

Answer. Not over twenty minutes.

Question. Before General

White returned

?

Answer. We left General White on the crest of the hill. General White started
about the same time we did. The officers dispersed after the consultation broke up.
Colonel Miles started down to where we had left our horses. I told him that the
orderlies had taken them away, but he thought I must be mistaken. We could not
find the horses, and moved down the crest of the hill, and it was about twenty minutes
after we left, fifteen or twenty, that a shell struck the ground behind him and
exploded.

Question. Ho you know whether the terms arranged by General
White were submitted to Colonel Miles ?
I think Colonel Miles did not see General White again until
The report around the Ferry was that the terms were unconditional,
until I asked General White afterward. I afterward understood that the terms were
that the officers and men should be immediately paroled.

Answer. I think not

;

the next day.

Question.

No

matter about that.

do not know anything more than hearsay about the conditions of the surrender. The moment that Colonel Miles was struck, I met an orderly on horseback
and sent him after General White. He wanted to know where he could find him. I told
him I did not know, but thought he could find him upon the Charlestown road, and
to report to General White that Colonel Miles was wounded. I do not know whether
he ever reached him or not I think not.

Answer.

I

;

By

General

White

:

Do you mean

to say that it was not agreed at the consultation, prior to my being sent out to negotiate the terms of the surrender
do you mean to say that a surrender was not agreed on?

Question.

Answer. I do not know what was agreed upon anything more than that the moment
they dispersed Colonel Miles raised a white handkerchief. The actual result of the
consultation I do not know.

Question. You stated that Colonel Miles made the remark that sending out the flag was simply for a suspension of hostilities ?
Answer. I understood Colonel Miles to say to some infantry as
that they were simply asking for a cessation of hostilities.

Question.

What

time was that

we were going down

?

Answer. Soon after the consultation broke up.
been in consultation when I got back.

I

do not

know how

long they had

Question. When you went down the lines with Colonel Miles, did you
or he, or both of you, and others display the white flag all the way to
the left ?
An8^yer. Yes, sir; by Colonel Miles’ order. Colonel Miles was the first to display
the white handkerchief, and he ordered me to do the same, and he ordered me as I
went down to tell others to do the same. Cannonading had ceased for some few
moments, but opened again afterward.

Question.
Answer.

I

Do you know who were

with

me when

I left the heights

do not.

Question.

And you

do not know which way I went ?

?
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I do not
I do not know what the agreement was between yon and Colonel
I stood apart from the conference somewhat
what I heard was simply to catch
a few words here and there.

Answer.

Miles

;

;

;

Question.

Who

officiated as chief of artillery

?

Answer. Major Mcllvane.

Question. Did he report on Sunday at any time, in the latter part of
the day or at night, that the artillery ammunition was nearly expended ?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. Did he report to Colonel Miles the next morning that
had all been distributed

it

Answer. Yes, sir; that he found hut thirty-six rounds, which had been equally
divided between Captain McGrath and Captain Graham.

Did Captain Eigby or Captain Potts, commanding batteries
your knowledge, to Colonel Miles, at any time on
Sunday night or Monday morning, that their ammunition was expended ?
Question.

on the left,

state, within

Answer. They did not. Captain Graham, Captain McGrath, and Captain Von
Sehlen reported that their ammunition was all exhausted. At that time the otliers
on the left were pounding away incessantly, even after the council had broken up.

Question. Have you any knowledge of the number of batteries, or
where they were located, of the enemy on the left of the line on Monday
morning %
Answer. There were two intervals in the woods on the crest of Loudoun Heights.

Commence with Maryland Heights.
On Maryland Heights I did not observe but two guns

Question.

of the enemy on the
above where our battery was. In my judgment, they were a
6-pounder and a 12-pounder howitzer. One gun seemed to throw a great deal farther
than the other. On the crest of Loudoun Heights there were two positions which the
enemy had on Sunday afternoon. There were originally two log-houses there, which
Colonel Miles had destroyed in the first part of the summer. The enemy were busy
there on Sunday afternoon, and we were shelling them while they were plautiug
their batteries. At 2.30 Sunday afternoon they opened from both of these positions.
The woods were felled there and left a
I think they were a quarter of a mile apart.
gap. They opened with three guns at one interval and four at the other. Afterward they brought two guns down below, between the two intervals, on the crest of
a rock, and opened there. I cannot say whether they were extra guns or from those
two intervals. Then, down on the extreme right, opposite the left ridge of Bolivar
Heights, there was a plateau there near a house.

Answer.

crest of the heights

Question. East of the Shenandoah

?

Answer. Across the Shenandoah from Harper’s Ferry. If anything, it was a little
higher elevation than Bolivar Heights itself, and enfiladed the heights. I do not know
how many guns the enemy had there on Monday. It was on Monday morning that
they opened there. They had planted them during the night. They opened just before daybreak on Monday morning. It was very misty, so that we could not see
where these gaps were on the Loudoun Heights", on the plateau the only way we
;

could tell theirposition was by the flash of the guns.

could not see the battery or the
I suppose they must have had
some half a dozen guns on the plateau, if not more. The fire from that position was
very heavy, I know principally directed to Potts’ and Kigby’s batteries. Then on
the Charlestown road the enemy opened four guns in the woods there, and to the extreme right they opened two guns, on the Shepherdstown road, in a piece of woods.
I

men working the guns, on account of the mist and smoke.
;

Question. Have you not omitted the principal battery firing upon
Eigby that morning^ on the prolongation of the ridge of Bolivar Heights,
below the road across the river ?
Answer. To the left of the Charlestown road ? On the Harper’s Ferry side there
was a battery there, down near the position where Colonel Downey had tire fight the
night before.
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Answer. I do not

down

there not two batteries there

know

far enough to observe.

;

I
I

know
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%

was cannonading

there, but I did not go
counted seven different positions that opened uppn us.

there

Question. Did you notice a battery between the Charlestown road and
the one you speak of on the Shepherdstown road ?
Answer. Yes, sir there was a battery there then there was a battery on the extreme right, on the Shepherdstown road, and a battery at the opening of the Charlestown road, in the woods, opened upon us Sunday afternoon. Those guns were fired
principally at the picket. On Monday the whole of them appeared to be directed
upon Bolivar Heights. The principal batteries against us were the one on Loudoun
plateau and the one down on our left, between the Shenandoah River and the Charles;

;

town

road.

Did you, at the time the consultation in relation to the surrender broke up, hear Colonel Miles ask me to go and officiate as to the
terms of the surrender ?
Question.

Answer. I did not hear him ask you, but he gave me to understand that you were
I asked him, immediately after he started away, who was going out, and ho said
General White. I do not know whether it was voluntary on your part or whether it

to go.

was by

his direction.

Question. Did you understand that the object was to negotiate terms
of surrender?
Answer. Yes, sir; and from that I judged that a surrender was decided upon. Some
infantrymen there began to use some pretty harsh language, and Colonel Miles represented that it was simply for a cessation of hostilities until arrangements could be
made.

Question.

When

he said

arrangements,” what did you understand

by that ?
Answer. I understood that it was simply a cessation of
go out and arrange terms of surrender.

Question. Did you understand that
that did not imply a surrender at all ?

it

hostilities until

was a cessation of

What did you

you could

hostilities

understand ?

understood that the terms of surrender had not been agreed upon. The
it, was decided upon, because you were to go out, as I understood, and ask on what terms the surrender would be accepted.

Answer.

I

surrender, as I looked at

By the Judge-Advocate

:

Question. But that was not the interpretation of the act that Colonel
Miles conveyed to the troops ?
Answer. No, sir. As I understood, the interpretation he conveyed was that no surrender had been made.

By General White

:

Question. Let me ask you once more, as it is an important point, did
you or not understand from his remark'that the cessation of hostilities
was for the purpose of determining if such terms of surrender could be
obtained as would be satisfactory; and, if so, that they were to be accepted? I want you to state clearly what you understood Colonel Miles
to

mean.

Answer. I understood that the surrender was decided upon, and that you were to
go out and make the arrangements for it.

By

the

Court:

Question. If you could get reasonable terms ?
Answer. Yes, sir. I do not know whether it was left to General White to make the
arrangements or not; but I understood the terms of the surrender were to be negotiated by General White, if they could be made satisfactory.

:
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demands were made ?

sir.

Of

course, a white flag under the circumstances can

mean

nothing else?
Answer. No, sir. I understood that GeneralWhite was to go out and make as favorable terms as possible ; that the surrender had been agreed upon, and if arrangements
could be made satisfactory to General White, he was to go out and make them.

Question. Was it or not your understanding that the surrender was to
be made, if, under ordinary circumstances, reasonable and usual terms
could be obtained ?
Answer. That was

By

General

my

understanding.

White

:

Did you hear Colonel Miles say, in the consultation, that the
ammunition was reported expended or nearly so substantially so?
Question.

—

Answer. Yes, sir I heard him make the remark that he did not see what he could
Says he, “ General, I do not see what I can do; the artillerists report that their
ammunition is entirely expended.”
;

do.

By

Court
What ammunition

the

Question.

?

Answer. Artillery ammunition entirely. Major Mcllvaine had not reported in person that the ammunition was entirely expended, but the officers commanding the
batteries. Captain McGrath, Captain Graham,, and Captain Von Sehlen, had reported
Captain Rigby and Captain Potts had made no such report.
so.

By General White

:

Question. Did you hear Colonel Miles say anything during the council of war about the quantity of subsistence on hand?
Answer. No,

Question.
time ?

sir;

not in the council.

Did you hear him say anything

in regard to it at

any other

Answer. I heard him say on Friday that he should have to deliver half rations. I
he had seized tbellour in the stores and mills in the vicinity, and I know we
were short of rations, especially of hard bread.

know

Do you know of any attempt to obtain subsistence and
and of the trains sent out for that purpose being driven back?

Question.
forage,

Answer. Yes,
without success.

Question.

Some teams

sir.

started out for hay,

You say you were with

and

I

know they came back

Colonel Miles constantly during the

siege ?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. How long was the cannonade kept up during that siege?
I do not mean continually, but at intervals.
Answer.

On Thursday

afternoon the cannonade

commenced with Captain McGrath’s

battery, on the right.

Question. I
their positions

mean when
;

did the enemy commence to cannonade from
as fast as they occupied them ?

Answer. The cannonade commenced by Colonel Banning.

Question.

When

did

it first

Answer, On Thursday afternoon.

commence

at Harper’s Ferry

?
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most of them, at work during that

batteries, the

?

Answer. Constantly at work.

Was

Question.

Answer. Yes,

sir

I

much ammunition expended ?

we have any guns dismounted by the enemy^s

Question. Did
Answer.

there

a tremendous quantity.

;

fire ?

do not know of but one.

Any

Question.

caissons

blown up ?

Answer. Yes, sir; I know of a caisson and a limber-box being exploded by one of
tbe enemy’s shells I know of one giin entirely dismounted by the enemy’s fire, and
another was struck and very much injured. There were some guns spiked on Maryland Heights on Saturday.
;

Where were

Question.
Answer.

On

Was

Question.

those guns situated that were dismounted

?

Bolivar Heights.

not a Parrott gun destroyed on

Answer. I do not personally know that.
dismounted I did not see it.

I

Camp

Hill

?

understood that a Parrott gun had been

;

Can you

Question.
per’s

Ferry

tell

about how many effective

men were

in Har-

?

Answer. I can name the different regiments and give about the number of
each regiment.

men

in

Question. I do not care about the different regiments, but the number of effective men at the time of the surrender.
Answer.

I

do not

know

the

number of

Question. Exclusive of cavalry
Answer. Exclusive of cavalry

effective

we had

;

men, but we had about 11,500 men.

?

nearly 15,000,

men

including the cavalry.

Question. After the evacuation of Maryland Heights, how many men
were placed for the protection of the bridge in and about the town of

Harper’s Ferry

?

Answer. The First Maryland and the Eighty-seventh Ohio.

Question.

What was on Camp

Hill

New

Answer. Colonel Ward, of the Twelfth
Graham’s company of artillery.

Question.

York, and a detachment of Captain

About how many men, then, do you think that would leave

for the defense of Bolivar

Answer. Not over

Heights

?

*

7,500.

How far was it

from the extreme right of the line of Bolivar
Heights to the Shenandoah Eiver ?
Question.

Answer.

A full mile and a quarter.

Question. Were there troops enough there to form more than a single
line of battle along there ?
Answer. No,

sir;

and not that without large

Question. Did you see the
Answer. Yes,

Question.

enemy

intervals.

there in the valley

?

sir.

What do you

suppose was the prospect of holding that
on Monday morning

position, and how long could it have been held
after the evacuation of Maryland Heights 1
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Answer. I think if our infantry had been drawn up in line of battle to meet a
demonstration of the enemy in the way of the assault that was prepared for us, they
would have been utterly annihilated by thg enemy’s artillery previous to the enemy’s
infantry reaching us. One-half of the men would have been butchered. They would
all have been taken prisoners before night.

Question. The persons who are under arrest in connection with this
investigation are Colonel Trimble, Colonel Ford, Colonel D’Utassy, and
myself. If you had any opportunity to know the conduct of any of
these officers as officers during the siege, I would thank you to state it.
Answer.

I

had every opportunity.

Question. I do not
eral character.

mean the

i^articulars of their conduct,

but

its

gen-

Answer. I know of no commanding officer of a brigade that, in my opinion, did not
do his duty to the utmost of his power. I had more opportunities of seeing yourself
and Colonel Trimble, who were in the heaviest part of the fire on Monday morning,
than I had of the others. Colonel Ford I did not see anything of after the evacuation of Maryland Heights. I understood that he was sick.

By

the

Judge-Advocate

:

Question. You do not mean, then, by your remark in reference to the
conduct of these officers to say that Colonel Ford did his duty in evacuating Maryland Heights?
Answer. No, sir
he appeared to do
ion,

not

I mean to say that as long as he was on duty on Maryland
all he could.
The evacuation of Maryland Heights, in

;

was somewhat

know

;

I

Heights

my

opinWhat the real circumstances in his front were I do
fighting there for two or three days.

precipitate.

know he was

Question. Could not the force from Harper’s Ferry have been withdrawn on the night previous to the evacuation of Maryland Heights,
and thrown on Maryland Heights, and then could not those heights
have been held against the forces of the enemy, and would they not
have commanded Harper’s Ferry ?
Answer. I think if all the troops in Harper’s Ferry had been withdrawn on to Maryland Heights it could have been done, but you would have to throw them on the top
of the heights, and the immense difficulty of getting up subsistence stores and ammunition to the troops after they were there would have required two or three days;
and, after they were so placed, there was no means of supplying the men with water.
From the representations of others and from my own observations, I know there is no
kind of chance for men to live there for the want of water, without going a great distance for it.

By

General

White

:

Question. Do you think Maryland Heights could have been reoccupied
by our troops after the enemy had occupied it ?
Answer. I do not think our troops could have reoccupied Maryland Heights after
the enemy had thrown their force on the crest of the hill. I know the enemy were
there in large force, and I know, from observations that I made and from conversations
I have had with Confederate officers, it was their determination to take Maryland
Heights previous to any strong attempt to attack us in front, to silence those guns.
That was their principal aim and determination.

By

the

Court

:

Question. Have you heard it stated that Colonel Miles, after he was.
wounded, said that he had always been in favor of the Southern Confederacy ?
Answer. I know he never made any such statemcmt I never left his side, except for
perhaps fifteen minutes at a time, after he fell until he died. I heard him remark
several times previous to his being wounded, and after he was wounded, that he could
not see where General McClellan was, or if any attempt was to be made to succor ns
why it had not been done. I would furthermore state that I remained at Harper’s
Ferry for three days after the surrender, and then rode 36 miles on horseback before
;
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The first I met was a Union cavalryman of the Sixth Regulars.
not look to me like the Union troops were within two hours of Harper’s Ferry
I met no Union forces between Harper’s Ferry and
at the time of the surrender.

I

met a Union picket.

It did

’

Frederick.

When

Question.

did you leave Harper’s Ferry?

On Wednesday

Answer.

afternoon at 3 o’clock.

Question. That was the day of the Antietam fight
Answer. Yes,

?

sir.

Question. That battle was fought to the northward of Harper’s Ferry,
it not ?

was

Answer. The battle was fought a long distance up the Antietam Creek.
is, I think, 12 or 15 miles from Harper’s Ferry.

The ford

of Antietam

Question. If you had wanted to find Union troops would you have
gone to Frederick to find them ?
Answer. That was the nearest point where the battle of Antietam
farther from Harper’s Ferry than Frederick.
;

was fought was

Which road did you take ?

Question.

Answer. Across the pontoon bridge and down the Potomac road.

Question. Hid you go up the river after crossing the canal

We went down the river to Berlin, Sandy Hook,

Answer.

Question. That would carry you off from Sharpsburg
Answer. Yes,

it

;

was the nearest route

But not

Question.
Answer. No,

You say you were with Colonel Miles from the time he was

Answer. Yes,

?

sir.

Hid

Question.

his

mind wander any during that time I

It did at times

;

was very

at other times it

You heard everything he

Question.

Answer. Yes,

Answer. No,

clear.

?

sir

uttered no disloyal expressions at all
;

?

and directly the reverse.

Colonel

H’Utassy

:

You have stated that on

Question.

said

sir.

He

Question.

By

Hagerstown ?

to

until he died

Answer.

?

to Frederick.

sir.

Question.

wounded

sir

?

Jefferson, &c.

the night before the surrender sevway outj

eral officers of the infantry came down and offered to cut their
do you remember their names or their faces ?

Answer. I cannot recollect ; I know there were three infantry officers there
these offers ; I did not go into the room, but I heard them talking.

Ho you remember
ammunition ?

Question.
artillery

Answer.
times

;

I

I

was

my

making

sending down several times for

do not recollect of but once I might not have been present at other
x^resent several times when Colonel Ford asked for ammunition.
;

Question. Ho you remember on Sunday afternoon, when Colonel Miles
was riding along on Bolivar Heights, a report spread that General
Si gel was advancing, and I ordered Captain Yon Sehlen’s battery

38
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immediately to hitch on their horses, and Colonel Miles came along and
said, “ Who gave you orders to do this?^^
Answer.

do not

I

You

Question.

recollect.

recollect there

was such a report

Answer. Yes, sir there was a report at one time that they were
Charlestown on the forces that were firing on ns.
;

Question. Do you recollect
vide cattle for the siege t
Answer. Yes,

sir

;

my making

firing

beyond

a written application to pro-

you made a verbal application

first,

and then a written applica-

tioUi

Question. Do you know what battery fired the last shot
Miles had already raised the white flag ?
Answer. One of the 6-pounder

was

It

Question.
Answer.

By

I

guns under Captain Von Sehlen.

Under whose command was that battery ?

Question.
Answer.

rifled

when Colonel

in your brigade.

Who was the last man to raise the white

flag

?

do not know.

Court

the

:

Question. You have stated that a conversation took place on Maryland Heights between Colonel Miles and Colonel Ford, at which all
were requested to withdraw but yourself.
Answer.

I

was not excepted, but

I

went

in

and he found no

objection,

and

I staid

there.

Question. Have you stated the whole of the conversation that took
place between them on that occasion ?
Answer.

I

do not recollect the exact conversation

;

but the substance of it

I

have

The substance of it was that Colonel Ford was to hold the heights at all
hazards, and if Colonel Miles could send him any forces without weakening his front
he Would do so.
stated.

Question.

dropping

Can you

tell

why he

sent the order about the cows’ tails

off*?

Answer. Because Colonel Ford had sent down word that his regiment would not
and that he could not hold the heiglits.

fight,

.

Question. It was in that conversation that Colonel Miles told Colonel
to spike the guns if he was obliged to evacuate the heights ^

Ford

Answer. Yes,

Question.

You cannot

Answer. No,
hard there.

By

sir.

sir

I

;

General

know

recollect the conversation in detail

?

that Colonel Ford represented that he was pressed very

White

:

Question. Prior to my return from visiting the commissioners on the
part of the enemy. Colonel Miles was wounded, and was not capable of
attending to business ^
Answer. Yes,

and did

sir

;

he was wounded and was not capable of attending to business,

not.

By

the

Court

:

Question. Did you keep a copy of that order you sent over to Colonel

Ford?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

:
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Question. What has become of the papers and records belonging to
Colonel Miles'?
Answer. The order book, letter hook, telegram book, and other important papers
were put in a box and sent from Harper’s Ferry to Adams’ Express. When we went to
Adams’ Express ofidce to distribute the goods, we directed this box to General White
at Annapolis. That was the last I saw of it. I went to Annapolis immediately afterward, and found that General White had gone to Baltimore and thence to Washington.

Question. In your card to the public, in giving that order, you wrote
from memory ?
Answer. Yes,

sir;

Question. Did

and

I will

vouch

for it being

word

for word.

you write the letters also from

memory?

Answer. Yes, sir. That was not intended exactly for the public. From some conversation I had with the editor of the Boston Jonrnal in regard to the censures which
I found everywhere cast upon Colonel Miles, knowing them to be unjust, I made this
statement in the Boston Journal, at the request of the editor of the Journal. I had no
idea it would be pubhshed everywhere.

By Colonel Ford
Question. You say that I sent
Miles left the heights ?
:

Answer. No,

sir

;

I did

down for re-enforcements
You

not say that.

Question. I did not send

sent

after Colonel

down for ammunition.

down for any re-enforcements

after

you

left ?

Answer. Not to my knowledge. While he was there you wanted re- enforcements,
and he said he would send them to you if he could spare them from the front.
Col. F. G. D’Dtassy, called by the Government, and sworn and examined as follows

By

the Judge- Advocate

Question. Will you state
service ?
Answer.

I

am

:

what position you hold

the colonel of the Thirty-ninth

in the military

New York Volunteers.

Question. What command did you have at HarpeFs Ferry during
the events that led to its surrender ?
Answer. From the 5th of September up to the 15th, the day of the surrender,

manded

I

com-

the First Brigade.

Question. Will you state, as briefly as you can, your knowledge of the
circumstances which led to the evacuation of Maryland Heights ?
must be permitted to read here a letter which, at the request of Colonel
It was on the 9th of September that he requested me to go
with Cajdain Von Sehlen on Maryland Heights, and make a report of the position.
That evening I wrote the following
Answer.

I

Miles, I wrote to him.

:

^

Headquarters First Brigade, Miles’

Division,

Camp White, Bolivar Heights, near Harper's Ferry.
Miles, Commanding Forces:
Sir: In obedience to your verbal orders to inspect the position of Maryland Heights and report to
you accordingly, and to malce'such suggestions as I may deem beneficial to the interests of the service,
I have the honor to lay before you the annexed topographical sketch, and to state as follows
I left at
tills 11 a. m., in company with Captain Von Sehlen.
After having thoroughly injected our position,
at jirosent under command of Colonel Ford, I find it, in my judgment, almost impregnable, and so
stated to Colonel Ford, who replied, “I know it, and certainly never will leave it.” The heavy guns
are so happily posted as to control not only Loudoun Heights, but could very easily shell any enemy
attempting to take position on Bolivar Heights, provided the trees, which are in the hollow to the right
of Bolivar Heights, c#uld bo felled for which I asked permission. I cannot but praise the general
good arrangement of artillery. Would, however, suggest to have two of the four 20-pounder brass
gnus moved higher on the road leading to the so-called observatory, which Captain Von Sehlen tells
me could be accomplished with facility. If this section would be properly supported by infantrj^, and
a few additional abatis be made. I feel convinced that no force whatever could possess itself of this

Col.

Dixon

S.

:

;

:

:
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you so wisely suggested, is our main reliance. I deem the force at present under
of Colonel Ford amply suincient hut am most willing to dispose of any of my regiments,
should you so desire, and consider it needful. Feeling proud of the confidence you have shown in me,
I can assure you you will find me at my post, as you found me at Bull Bun, when first under your

position, wliicli, as

command

;

command.

The day

after, I received this

Colonel D’Utassy

small scrap

:
^

Send a regiment to Maryland Heights immediately

;

ammunition, one or two days’ rations, canteens,

quick.

D.
Colonel,

S.

MILES,

Second Division.

Ou the day the heights were evacuated I went down to Colonel Miles and asked
him,
How is it possible that those heights were evacuated?’’ The evening before
General White was down, and we were speaking of what our facilities would be if we
had to withdraw, and General White, as well as myself, suggested the plan to draw
our forces over the pontoon bridge and hold Maryland Heights. Colonel Miles said,
“ As a matter of course it is the only chance we have.” At that time we believed we
were to be attacked in front. In consequence, I wrote this letter to General White,
immediately after the evacuation of Maryland Heights
;

:

Headquarters First Brigade,
Harper's Ferry, September

13, 1862.

Brig. Gen. Julius 'W'mTE

My Dear Sir May I ask you, semi-officially, bow and why it is that the position on Maryland
Heights, which, in my opinion, as well as that of highly experienced officers, was almost impregnable,
and which Colonel Miles himself told me was his main reliance, as it commands Bolivar and Loudoun
Heights, and, as a matter of course, the whole valley, has been abandoned ? I am informed by cornman ding officers of the different regiments lately across the river, that, after a successful shelling from
the battery, the enemy in Maryland had entirely disappeared. The enemy is now distinctly visible
on Loudoun Heights. I suppose, at least, that the force to be seen there is the enemy. From whom
I authorized
am I to expect orders, as no one is here, nor do I know where to find Colonel Miles ?
to act according to the dictates of my own judgment ? A written reply will greatly oblige, your sincere
:

Am

friend,

F. G.

D’UTASSY,

Commanding First Brigade.

This letter was returned to

me with

the following indorsement

Deference to General Wool has alone prevented
wdll use his

own

me from

discretion until he gets positive orders.

taking command here. Colonel D’Utassy
This post will not be surrendered without

a fight.

JULIUS WHITE,
Brigadier- General.

I wrote that letter in consequence of the enemy having made an attack on my right
flank, where two companies of the Thirty-ninth Regiment were out as skirmishers.
The day after, General White sent for me,
I there lost 4 killed and 15 wounded.
between 11 and 12 o’clock at night. It was at Colonel Trimble’s. He said, “ What
What do you think we can do?” I said, “Nothing but fight.” He
is your opinion ?
then said, “Well, make your arrangements accordingly.” And he told me to give the
following orders “We will probably be attacked to-morrow at daybreak. Have the
canteens filled this very night rations cooked for twenty-four hours, and the men to
That order was issued and the men were ready and iirepared.
1)6 ready to fall in.”
The following day General White came up and insjiected our brigade. We then had
already been attacked.
:

;

What, in your judgment, was the necessity
Maryland Heights at the time it occurred ?

Question.
tion of

for the evacua-

Answer. I could not form any judgment or give you any opinion about it, as I was
not there. I know one thing, that I was greatly surprised, and from the moment of
the evacuation I looked upon ifc as a forlorn position, because it had been agreed that
that was to be our line of retreat, and I made the offer to retake the position, as I considered it such an eminent position.

Question.
heights ?

What was

the reply

made

to your offer to retake the

Answer. Colonel Miles said, “Well, we must see I will first see Colonel Ford, and
hear why he abandoned it.” The next day, when I again asked flermission to do it,
he said, “Damn it; they have spiked the guns it is of no use.” Then I went over
on my own responsibility with four companies and brought down all the gunpowder
for heavy artillery which was there, and four guns, of which two only were spiked;
the other two only had a nail in, which was of no consequence.
;

;
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Question. Tlie

enemy had not then taken possession

No

shots in all.
evacuation.

^

out one company of skirmishers, and they fired two
enemy was visible there, and that was twenty -four hours after the

Answer. At that time

I sent

By the Court
Question. What could have been the urgent necessity for abandoning Maryland Heights, when there was no enemy there for twenty -four
:

hours afterward?
Answer. At the time they were abandoned the report that came to me was that
two hours previous to the abandonment we had lost considerably. Major Plildebrandt, Avho was in command of my regiment, reported to me 1 missing, 2 killed, and 16
wounded. I had sent over the One hundred and fifteenth Regiment, and I know they
also lost some. I asked at what o’clock the fight took place, and they told me about
three hours before the order came to leave the place.

By

Judge-Adyocate
Have you any question but

the

Question.

:

that the heights could have

been successfully reoccupied at the time you went up
Answer.

I

am

Question.

By

positive they could.

And

Answer. Yes,

held as before ?

sir.

Court
What guns did you

the

Question.

:

Answer. The four guns
mission to bring up to

Question.

?

Was

propose to put up there

?

brought down, and which I requested Colonel Miles’ per-

I

my own position.

there ammunition for

them ?

Answer. For those guns there was plenty of ammunition. I had kept 50 men (all the
tailors in my regiment) at work all day Saturday making bags for ammunition from
the large kind, which I reduced to the small kind, which enabled me to keep firing on
Sunday. On Saturday I received notice from the chief of ordnance that no ammunition for long range was there.

Question.

What was

the caliber of those guns

?

Answer. They were 20-pounders.

Question.

Do you know

their

maximum range ?

Answer. I think that they were able to throw about 3,000 yards, because I spoke
with Major Mcllvaine before I suggested the plan of cutting down the trees in the
hollow of Boliyar Heights, and he said to me, “I can sweep clear over your heights
with my guns,” and that, I suppose, taking an eye measurement, is about 2 miles. We
had, as you well know, some navy guns, some three pieces; I suppose he meant those
guns would carry so far.

Question.
Answer.

I

What

description of gun-carriages were those guns on?

do not know the English word for

Question.

How

the French

word

is

Lafayette.

— the navy guns—were already on the hills.

But they had already been disabled ?

Answer. Yes,

Question.

;

could you have got them up on the hills?

Answer. The heavy ones

Question.

it

sir;

the four brass ones were on wheels.

You would have had no difficulty in carrying them* around?
When

there. Colonel Ford said to me, “ What is your
position?” Jokingly, I said to him, “The devil
He said, “ I am certain of it.” Said he, “Are those
forces enough here?” I said, “Yes; but not defenses enough; you must have two
gnus higher up, and some force up there, or the enemy will come and take you in a
trap.” He said, “ I have given orders ter take some companies there.” I asked if he

Answer. No,

sir.

I

was over

idea? What do you think of
could not get yon out of here.”

my
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liad any call for more artillery there. ^ He said “ Yes.” I said, “ I am going to make
a report, and I will suggest strongly to Colonel Miles to take one section of your artillery higher up.” That night I made the report to the colonel.

Question. What was done with the guns you brought
Colonel Ford abandoned that position^

down when

Answer. Colonel Miles placed them somewhere heloW, hut where I {lo not know,
hut he positively refused me to have them taken up to strengthen my position on
Bolivar Heights, although I urgently begged it. I must say that my impression was
that be considered the case so forlorn from the moment of the evacuation of Maryland Heights that he did not urge things on as he did on former occasions, as long as
we were still holding the heights.

Question.

How

You went up

were they

left

the next day and brought these guns down.
by Colonel Ford ?

Two were perfectly spiked; the other two had a nail in, which was drawn
They were not sufficiently spiked, and 1 begged to have them to take u}) to my
position but it was not allowed. They were brought into the town.
Answer.

out.

;

Question. Was it not your opinion that those guns could have been
brought away by the troops when they came away ?
Answer.

My

Question.
Answer.
that,

and

I

regiment asked permission to bring them down, and

Who

refused

it

was refused.

it ?

am

not prepared to say that, because one said this and the other said
do not wish to leave an imimtation upon anybody particularly.
I

Question. You only know from hearsay that
receive any refusal from anybody ?

it

was

Did you

refused.

Answer. No, sir, because I was not in command' of my regiment there, but Major
Hildebrandt was refused, and he reported that refusal.

Question. Is it your opinion that, with proper dispositions made on
Maryland Heights, the place could have been held until you could have
received re-enforcements
Answer. Yes,

Question.
heights ?
Answer. No,

Question.
Answer. No,

sir.

Do you know
sir

;

of any order to Colonel Ford to abandon the

except from hearsay.

You know

of none, of your

own knowledge

sir.

Question. Will you state what took place in the council just previous
to the surrender, the council in which it was determined to surrender;
who voted for the surrender, and who voted against it
cannot say what took place previous to that, because I was attacked on
was down in the place directly below Bolivar Heights. Lieutenant Willmon came up to me on foot, and said, “ Colonel Miles wants to see you.”
I went up with my adj utaut, two aides, and three orderlies on horseback. On approaching Colonel Miles, he said, “Good gracious Heaven! get down from your horse; you
I smilingly replied, “ Don’t mind that evil grass
Avill draw the enemy’s fire on you.”
He said, “ Well, if you don’t care,
is never lost,” meaning that there was no danger.
get doAvn off* your horse and send off your
I don’t want to be shot on your account
horses.” General White and Colonel Trimble were present. I dismounted. Colonel
Miles said, “Well, my boy, we meet again under unpleasant circumstances.” I said,
“Why?” He replied, “Well, we don’t know w^hat to do.” I asked, “In what
regard?” “ Well,” said he, “we must surrender.” I looked at him a moment, and
then said, “ What! surrender?” Yes, sir,” he said, “ what do you want to do?” I
told him, “Cut our way through.” “Poh,” he said, “bosh! nonsense! to-day it is
too late.” I said to him, “ Colonel, I offered to do the same yesterday, and I suggested it to Colonel Davis, who, as you see, did it.” “Well,” said he, “yesterday is
not to-day what shall we do to-day? ” I said, “ Is it a council of war or is it a mere

Answer.

I

ray right flank, and I

;

;

;

:

Chap.

THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN.

XXXI. 1

599

private conversation?”* He replied, “Well, I have half determined what to do, hut
General White said to call you all together.”* I said to him, “ Then let the junior
give his advice.” Colonel Trimble was the junior, and he said, “ Under actual existing circumstances, nothing else is to be done but to surrender.” General White stood
near us, but did not say one word. Colonel Miles went over to him, and said, “ Well,
you hear what he says.” General White said, “ Hear Colonel D’Utassy’s opinion.” I
replied, “Y'ouknowit; I will never surrender as long as I have a shot.” Colonel
Miles then* began to curse, and said, “How many shots have you?” I sent for
Captain Phillips and Captain Von Sehlen ; the one had three shots, the other had one,
long-range ammunition. When I heard that, I said, “ I can do nothing else but surrender, particularly as you are averse to cutting our way out, but I will surrender
only on honorable conditions.” Colonel Miles then said to General White, “ General,.
I then turned to both of them and said,
I will have to request of you to go out.”
“ Remember, I will surrender only on honorable conditions.” General White said,
“ What do you mean by honorable conditions ? Be sure I will do my best to save
our honor.” I replied, “The very least we must have is for the officers to have the
honors of war and to retain their side-arms, and the men must be saved the disgrace
of passing through the enemy’s lines.” He said, “That I expect to get, and better
still.”
With that I turned off and went down to my position, and gave orders to the
artillery to spike their guns, and ordered the men to unscrew the nipples of their
guns, which I thought I had a right to do, as General White had not then gone out
to agree on terms. I tore down the flags of my brigade, which I brought away with
me. When the white flag was ordered to be raised in my camp, I drew my regiments
up in line of battle, ordered them to stack their arms, and kept them there until about
II o’clock,

By

when General Jackson came.

Ford
Do you know anything about

Colonel

Question.

:

the number of the forces on

Maryland Heights on Saturday, except by hearsay?
Answer. I know the official report which I received, which is

as follows

Colonel Ford, commanding the Thirty-second Ohio, will march his regiment as soon as possible, and
take post on Maryland Heights, as its commander, for the protection of the battery at that post, and to
maintain, at all hazards, that height.

Question. You misunderstand my question. I ask, do you know anything of the forces of the enemy on Maryland Heights on Saturday,
except by hearsay ?
Answer. Only by hearsay.

Question. You say that you think the heights ought not to have been
given up. Do you mean that it should not have been given up to any
force whatever ? You say you do not know what force the enemy had
there ?
Answer. That

Question.

my private opinion I never would have surrendered it.
say we ought not to have retreated or been driven

is

;

Do you

down by any

force

whatever ?

Answer. Driven down, yes

;

but not give

it

up.

Question. Do you know anything about the position that Major Hildebrandt occupied there ?
Answer. No,

sir.

Question. You do not know whether he was in the fight on the eastern slope of the mountain, on the northern slope, up the valley, or

where ?
Answer. No,

Question.
Answer.

I

in sersdce all

sir

j

I only

How long

know they were fighting, and losing considerably.
have you been a military officer ?

got my first commission in 1843, in the Austrian service, and have been
that time, including the war in the Crimea.

Question.
Miles ?

How long

have you been under the command of Colonel
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Answer. I was under liis eommand for the first time at Bull Run. My regiment
started on the 17th of May, and I came under his command on the 22d of May, aud
remained under his command until after the battle of Bull Run.

How

long were you under his command at Harper’s Ferry
Question.
Answer. From the 2d of September until the 15th.
Question.
Miles f

Were you

Answer. Yes,

Question.
orders ?
Answer.

sir

;

?

in the habit of receiving orders from Colonel

written and verbal.

Was

Colonel Miles in

the habit of giving conflicting

He was my immediate

superior, and is now dead. I do not know as that
If the court think I should answer it, I will.

question should be answered.

The court decided that the question should be answered.
The witness then answered
Yes, sir ; he was. He sometimes gave written orders, and then almost instantaneously contradicted them verbally. I would state, as an example, he came up to my
tent and said, “Well, my boy, we shall be starved out.” I made a verbal application
and then a written application for permission to go out and procure food. He replied,
“We have plenty; enough; wo do not need it.” When he gave such orders, when
reminded of them, he usually corrected them.

Question. Did this occur frequently with Colonel Miles
Answer. It happened often it happened several times with me.

?

;

Question. From your knowledge of Colonel Miles from the time you
were first acquainted with him until the surrender of Harper’s Ferry,
do you believe he was morally, mentally, and physically competent to
command such a force as was at Harper’s Ferry?
Answer. There is an old Latin saying that of the dead never anything but good.”
I have formed may conflict with the opinion of others, and, unless the
court desire it, I do not think such an opinion should be given.
‘

‘

The opinion

Colonel Ford insisted upon the question.
The court decided that, as a pretty wide range had been accorded to
this investigation, the question should be answered.
The witness then answered
I think that, during the latter part of the time, Colonel Miles was broken down, in
consequence of previous abuse. I knew him at Harper’s Ferry, where he was the
I have studied medicine some little, and I thought that
strictest model of abstinence.
broke him down, as I knew him on former occasions as rather a good drinker. The
sudden changing to new habits I think did him much harm. I spoke with him one
day on the subject, and said to him, “ I believe you will ruin yourself.” He said, “I
:

took an oath never to touch a drop, and I have not done
abstinence injured him greatly.

By

Colonel

Question.

Ford

it.”

I believe that

sudden

:

You have not answered my

Answer. I did not consider him

fit

to

question directly.

command such a

force.

By

the Court
Question. You commenced a few minutes since to read an order from
would like to hear
Colonel Miles in regard to Maryland Heights.

We

that, if you please.
Answer. This is it
Colonel Ford, cominanding Thirty-second Ohio, will march his regiment as soon as possible, and take
post on Maryland Ileights, as its commander, for the protection of the battery at that post, and to maintain, at all hazards, that height.

Here is a letter of September 9, which relates to the instance I gave a few minutes
since of conflictiug orders from Colonel Miles:
The colonel commanding instructs me to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of this
a. m., and directs me to say it would give him great pleasxire to accede to your request, but that he
has alre.ady twenty days’ provisions on hand in that line.

:
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had several times called

for

ammunition.

On
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the 12th of September

I

received

the following
I have the honor to report your communication received. The reserve ammunition is on an island
a short distance above here. Eequisitions for ordnance have to be approved by Colonel Miles. Lieutenant Thompson is ordnance officer.

I sent down three times, but I did not get one bit of ammunition. I even had not
ammunition for my own men. When the first order came for eighty rounds of ammunition,! had to borrow it from the One hundred and eleventh and One hundred and
fifteenth regiments, whose caliber was equal to that of mine.

The Commission adjourned

to 11 a. m. to-morrow.

Washington, D.
The Commission met pursuant
#

Maj.

Hugo Hildebrandt,

and examined as follows

By

the

Question.
Answer.
its

I

called

is

#

#

#

by the Government, and sworn

:

Judge-Advocate

What

am major of

commander

«

#

#

0., October 8, 1862.

to adjournment.

:

your position in the military service
the Thirty-ninth Regiment New York State Volunteers, and
HarpePs Ferry.

at the affair of

Question. Will you state, so far as they came to your knowledge, all
the circumstances connected with the evacuation of Maryland Heights?

On the 11th day of September, late in the evening, I received orders from
colonel to proceed the next morning early to Maryland Heights to report myself
to Colonel Ford, in command there. I had two companies from my regiment absent,
and therefore I begged the colonel to relieve my companies, or send me two other
companies. He gave me two other companies of the One hundred and fifteenth New'
York Regiment. I started with eight companies, and reported at 5 o’clock on the
morning of the 12th to Colonel Ford. After a little rest, Colonel Ford gave me orders
to jjroceed with six companies as far as Solomon’s Gap to make a reconnaissance. It
was reported to him that there were two companies of rebels in the gap, exhausted,
and he ordered me to take them prisoners, if possible. I went with four companies of
my own regiment, and two companies of the Maryland Home Brigade to conduct mo,
as I had no knowledge of the road. When I went out of the picket line, the cavalry
pickets who were posted there told me that they were driven in from their position
by a heavy force, and that they were shelled out from the gap. They were there on
the lookout for observations. I paid not much attention to them, because, as my
orders were, I thought I would go up with my force. I sent out skirmishers immediately; but the woods are so thick there that it is not possible to skirmish in the regular w'ay. It was a very narrow road, and we had to go only on the road, and it is
nearly impossible to ride on a horse. When we came up near to the heights, the two
companies of skirmishers which I sent out were received by a very heavy fire. There
I lost by the skirmish 2 men from the Maryland brigade, and from my regiment 4
or 5, and 1 missing. Then I drew up my column very easy by the flank but we could
not resist, as it was such a large force; and therefore I withdrew my forces and
took up a better position, so that if they should come after us wo could stay there
and fight them. But they remained there, and we halted on our position near to the
picket line. After a little rest, we heard some firing on the ridge of the mountain. It
was the pickets that I had posted out from the Maryland regiment. I posted them
Then we went up with the
so that I could cover my flank. They were attacked.
whole force, and after a few hours I returned to the camp with the force, and reported
facts.
Ford
the
In
Colonel
the
to
evening I received orders from Colonel Ford to go
I was stationed by his headquarters.
iq) on the heights.
I was ordered to go
up on the heights and report myself to Major Hewitt. I did so. Two companies
of my regiment were ordered again, with other companies under the command of an
Answer.

my

;

from the Thirty-second Ohio whose name I do not recollect. I went up
with only four companies to Major Hewitt. Major Hewitt ordered me back to the
battery, and to stay the whole night under arms to x>rotect the battery. The next
morning I received orders again to go up with three companies on the heights
to support Major Hewitt. My other three companies, which had returned in the
night, I left at the battery in the command of a captain.
I went up to Major
Hewitt and reported. I was posted with the three companies on the extreme right
of the line. After the first fire, which w'as, I think, at 7 o’clock, the skirmish began.
officer

;

602

OPERATIONS IN

N. VA., \V. VA., MD.,

AND

PA.

[Chap.

XXXI.

The

line of the One hundred and twenty-sixth Eegiment was broken by the first
and Major Hewitt, with the Thirty-second Ohio, and I with my few companies
had to go out in front so as to keep the enemy hack. We held them with only a
small force a very long time after that we had to go behind a breastwork made of
logs.
After that I received orders from the adjutant of Colonel Ford to go down to
the battery and give up two companies from my reserve to Captain Crnmbecker, who
was posted on a large rock, as a post of observation. I was to strengthen him with
two companies of mine. Then two companies of the Thirty-second Eegiment, on
picket duty, were posted at the battery, and two companies of my regiment. I had
then the command by the battery. I was not present at the second fire on the heights.
I had taken a line at the batteries for their protection, as I was ordered.
After the
second fire I saw a very great confusion of these new regiments mostly; the One
hundred and twenty -sixth ran down in a very great haste. They left their position
and everything. Colonel Ford was at that time present by the battery. He was very
mad, and gave me peremptory orders that I should not let them go out. They could
not go through my lines, because I gave orders, when I saw the first retreat, to fix
bayonets and shoot every one who should undertake to go through my line. I think
the most of them went on the other side, on the left of our line. I sent out a few companies to hunt them up, and we had very great difSculty to get them again in order,
so that the whole day I, and Colonel Downey, of the Third Maryland Eegiment, had
pretty nearly nothing else to do but to hunt after them to get them in order again
but it was impossible to restore the order. In the evening, after 4 o’clock, I saw most
of the forces come down. I had no knowledge then why they all came down. They
told me they had orders to withdraw themselves. My regiment was divided in many
Therefore I stood there until all came down
l)arts, and I had no orders to leave.
and after a short time I saw the Thirty-second Ohio Eegiment come down too. I sent
my adjutant to Colonel Ford, who was not present in his quarters at that time but
his adjutant gave me the order to concentrate my regiment and go over to Bolivar
Heights. This is all I know about the Maryland Heights evacuation. I lost there
about 14 wounded and 1 missing. About the Harper’s Ferry affair, it was Saturday
when the force was withdrawn from Maryland Heights. We had orders to be wide
awake the whole night Saturday night.
lire,

;

;

Question.

At what time

of the day did the evacuation occur

1

Answer. I cannot tell exactly the time but I think it was between 4 and 5 in the
afternoon. I had no opportunity to notice the time, but I think it was between 4
and 5 o’clock. I went to my colonel when I had withdrawn my regiment. Colonel
D’Utassy at that time commanded the First Brigade. I reported myself to him. He
asked me the reason why we left Maryland Heights. He was angry that I had left
with my regiment. I told him I was one of the last, and that I did it by orders.
The next morning the cannonade began from Loudoun Heights on our camp. That
was Sunday.
were in readiness till the afternoon at 2 o’clock. In the morning,
I think at 10 or 11 o’clock, I received an order from Colonel D’Utassy to send immediately down two companies to his headquarters, and report, under the command of
Captain Hollingsby [Hollinde], to go and retake the four brass howitzers which were
spiked the evening before and left on Maryland Heights, and an ensign left there.
I sent down my two companies, and they went over with another company from the
Sixty-fifth Illinois Eegiment and brought those spiked brass guns down, and everything, baggage of officers, &c., that was left, and very little ammunition. In the
afternoon, at 2 o’clock, I had orders to go with my regiment out on the right extreme
and reconnoiter with four companies, to feel the enemy. After an hour, or perhaps
less than that, we met the enemy’s cavalry in force, and my skirmishers were shelled
out from the woods and withdrawn.
again sent out a- new force that relieved
them ; they stood there until dark in the woods, waiting for an attack.
;

We

We

Question.

Was

the flight of the

One hundred and

twenty-sixth

New

York Eegiment universal ^
Answer. It was almost universal.

We

have had the statement made here by one of the witQuestion.
nesses that, in the confusion, none of the officers of that regiment, except
a single lieutenant, could be found. That was after the colonel was

wounded.
Answer.

I

have seen

officers,

just like the men, skedaddle.

Question. Did you see any exception to this among the officers ? Did
officers of that regiment endeavoring to rally their inen?

you see any

saw the adjutant of the regiment and a few

A.nswer. I
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lieutenants.

Question. Could you name them ?
Answer.

could not

I

was not acquainted with them.

I

;

Question. Did you see any captains?
Answer.

saw

I

captains, too.

What were

Question.

You say

they doing ?

Answer. They went down

me

to help

to rally their

the officers skedaddled.

men

;

a very few officers

;

I

noticed the adjutant.

Did they run

Question.
Answer.

By

saw

I

in the first instance with their

run with their men, but

officers

Court
Were the enemy

the

Question.

I

men ?

did not notice particularly.

:

pressing and following them at the time,

or were they running without cause?
Answer. The enemy were pressing, and the Thirty-second and our men kept them
back.

By

the Judoe- Advocate
At what distance were the
:

Question.

Answer. Perhaps 100 or 120 yards from

Was

Question.
Answer.

Question.
Answer.

fire

What was

cannot

I

the

at all a murderous one?

was a very heavy

It

tell

enemy ?

us.

fire.

the loss

you the

loss

;

?

I

can only

tell

of

my regiment.

Question. What response did these troops make to your appeals?
What explanation, if any, did they ofier of their conduct?

Our
Answer. Some of them said they had orders to retreat. The others said,
comrades went down and we followed them.” I was asking in a very peremptory
manner, for I was very angry with them, ‘‘What is the reason you run so?” A few
said, “We had orders to retreat ;” and the others said, “ We came after our comrades.”
After their colonel was wounded nobody could keep them back. We brought them
back, but in a few moments they came down again they skedaddled again. There
were a few companies, as I recollect, who stood well.
;

By

Court

the

:

Question. Did you see their major run
Answer.

I

?

did not see him.

Question.

You

did not see

him

at all

?

Answer. At the first fire I saw him he was on the left of his regiment. I and
Major Hewitt were the only old field officers there, and we did not care for our meu
alone, but for all. I saw their major he stood there in the line of his regiment.
;

;

Question.

Did you

Answer. No,

Question.

sir; I

Was

Answer. Yes,

Question.

By

him trying

did not meet

he under

him

fire

to get his

men back ?

after that until in Chicago.

when you saw him?

sir.

He

Answer. Yes,

see

sir

stood in his position?
;

it

was

at the first fire I

Judge -Advocate
What is your judgment

the

Question.
the heights at the time

saw him.

:

it

occurred

?

as to the necessity of evacuating
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Answer. My judgment is that we should not have evacuated the heights.
ought, perhaps, to have had more re-enforcements.

We

Question. How long do you think you could have held the heights
with the force there ?
do not know, because it was a very great confusion among these new
But if we had had fresh troops there, to retake the line or make up our
line again and advance with our two old regiments, the Thirty-second Ohio and my
regiment, we could have retaken very easily the breastworks. The new regiments,
after the second skedaddle, were very hard to manage.

Answer.

I

regiments.

By

the

Court

:

Question. If you had had another regiment as good as your own, you
could have held the position ?
Answer. O, my God
were very raw troops
j

Question.
heights ?

Was

for it was a very good
had no confidence in them.

yes

!

I

position.

;

But the new troops

there any fighting going on at the time you left the

Answer. O, no.

Question.

How long before had the last firing

stopped

?

Answer. It was at least one hour or two hours after the fighting before

we all fell

hack.

Question. There was no fighting
Answer. Skirmish

Question.

firing

;

How many men

on Maryland Heights

when you

left ?

no pressure.

did you lose altogether in your regiment

?

Answer. We lost 15 or 16 killed and wounded. We fired our ammunition all out,
and then I received from Colonel Ford ammunition for our regiment again. My men
on the heights fired very near 50 rounds, every man that was very big firing. But
only those two regiments did their duty. The Thirty-second regiment fought very
;

bravely.

Question.

How many men were in

your eight companies ?

Answer. Very few.

Question.

About how many ?

Answer. Perhaps 280 men I cannot tell exactly about that. I left the largest
companies at home, because they were needed by the battery and to do picket duty.
;

By

the

Question.

Judge-Advocate

Do you

:

intend to say that, in your opinion, as matters

any additional re-enforcements, you think that at the
time the evacuation took place it ought not to have been made ?
stood, without

Answer. It ought not. We could hold it for a time until we could get re-enforcements. The enemy came in a heavy force, but they were not pressing. Only their
skirmishers had disturbed our force.

Question. They were not pressing in large force

?

Answer. Not at that time. They came up in a very large
but their main body was not there then.

Question. As our forces
the position you left ?

fell

force, as

you could

see,

back, they did not press on and occupy

Answer. No, sir; only their skirmishers occupied the position. We saw them, but
very few of them in the position then. When I went up for my two companies and
the two companies of the Thirty-second Ohio, under the command of Captain Crumbecker, we saw them there in heavy force, but only their advance was there.
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:

How large

a force do you think the enemy had there

alto-

Answer. At the time when I saw it (we could not judge very well, because there
were woods), there was at least three brigades. They were drawn up in three lines.
In the afternoon most of the time I was down by the battery.

By Colonel Ford
Question. At what time in the day were you placed at the battery in
command of the battery ?
:

Answer. At 9 o’clock.

Question. After that time were you
Answer.

I

up on the

hill at

any time ?

was twice up.

Question.

At what time

in the

day were you

last

up?

Answer. I think about 4 o’clock, when I concentrated my regiment, when I saw
Captain Crumbecker, and he had orders to recall his men posted out.

Question.
dians.

You speak

How many of

of two companies being added to your Garibalthe Garibaldi regiment had you?

Answer, bix companies.

Question.

How many men?

Answer. About 280.

By Colonel D^TJtassy
Had you enough of ammunition, and who procured it for you ?
:

Question.

Answer. After my ammunition was gone, which I brought. Colonel Ford himself
ordered his adjutant to send me up, immediately, ammunition, I think from his own
regiment.

Question. I
Answer.

mean when you

I had, in aggregate,

first

started from the camp.

from 40 to 50 rounds to a man.

Question. What was the conduct of the officers during the fighting
that occurred ? I mean those now under arrest General White, Colonel
Trimble, Colonel Ford, and myself.

—

Answer. I had very little opportunity to see General White in Harper’s Ferry,
but I knew him in Winchester as a very calm, cool soldier, and he has my full confidence. Colonel Ford I saw on Maryland Heights; although sick, unwell, he was very
often there by the battery, and always seemed to be the man to give orders out. I
saw him present there several times with his adjutant. I have a good opinion of him.
Colonel Trimble I did not know as a soldier. I have met him in private circles often.
Colonel D’Utassy I have seen on many occasions, and he always behaved himself as
an old soldier and a good soldier. I saw him at Harper’s Ferry when my men were
shelled out from the woods. He went himself and brought them back again into the
woods, posted them himself, with my adjutant. In the night time, when there was
any firing, he was there with the men, and was always present on every occasion.
He has my full confidence also.

Question. Do you know anything about the surrender ? What were
the orders I gave before the surrender took place, and who resisted the
surrender ?
I know you told me, when I was down by you, that we would try, perhaps,
way out. You said: “ I will not surrender we will fight until the last,
and if everybody will surrender, I will always be against it.” You told me that in
presence of Captain Von Sehlen and Colonel Cameron, and another officer whose
name I do not recollect. I know when I was present, and you sent Lieutenant Parker,

Answer.

to cut our

;

of the One hundred and fifteenth Regiment, with a message to Colonel Miles about
cutting our way through, and I know you received orders from Colonel Miles that it
was not possible to do so,

:
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Question. At the time of the surrender, or rather before the surrender,
did I give orders to unscrew the nipples of the rifies ?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

And what did I

Question.

do about the

flags ?

Answer. Yon took my flag, and you put it somewhere, and I received it again in
Annapolis; and also the whole brigade flags; and you gave orders that I should give
orders to my men that they should unscrew their nipples and locks if possible, the
nipples sure, from our rifles, and we did so.

What reason did

Question.

I give for this order

?

Answer. So that in case we had to surrender the enemy should not find our rifles
in proper condition to use them. I gave these orders, and it was done.

By

the

Court

:

Question. Do you know why the guns were not brought off Maryland
Heights at the time they were evacuated ?
Answer. I asked Captain McGrath
orders to spike

them and leave them

Question. That
Answer. That

By

you know about it?
know about it. I received no

Ford

Colonel

How
first

did we not take the guns.
That was his answer.

I received

;

orders except from Colonel

no written orders.

:

long have you been a soldier, and
commission?

Answer. I am a soldier since my fourteenth year, since 1843.
commission the 14th of May, 1849.

And how

Question.

He said he had

is all

is all I

Ford’s adjutant, ever, to leave

Question.
receive your

why

there.

when

did you

I received

my

first

long in this country ?

Answer. Since the 17th of May, 1861.

Lieut. H.
follows

By

M. Binney, recalled by General White, and examined as

General

White

:

Were you

present at a conversation between Colonel Miles
and General White concerning the line of defense. If so, state what was
proposed by General White, if anything, and what Colonel Miles’ reply
was.
Question.

Answer. General White came down to Colonel Miles’ headquarters, and I was present at one conversation. General White proposed to contract the lines, throwing
back the left wing into a deep ravine, nearly a quarter of a mile from the left flank
of the heights, to the left of the Shenandoah road, going from the Ferry to the heights.
He represented that he thought our lines were too extended that he thought by contracting the lines it would make the place more defensible in the case of an assault.
Colonel Miles objected to it, stating that it would, he thought I forget the exact
words. He objected to it at any rate, stating that he desired to make a fight on the
ridge of Bolivar Heights; that there was where he proposed to fight it out in case he
was obliged to.
;

—

Question. Do you recollect bis saying that the ravine would be
enfiladed from Loudoun Heights ?
Answer. Yes, sir he represented that if the enemy should plant a battery on the
plateau at Loudoun Heights, it would enfilade the position.
;

Question.

from the old

What was

the direction of this line?

How

would

it

bear

line ?

Answer. Obliquely to the
slope of Bolivar Heights.

left,

throwing back the

left,

running obliquely from the

:
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Question. Will you point out on this diagram about the location of
that ravine ?
Answer. [The witness explained on the map the location of the ravine.] General
White replied to Colonel Miles that if he should await an assault on the heights it
would then he impossible to withdraw the line to the ravine.

Would the line proposed have been sufficiently contracted
have admitted of proper support by reserves, instead of being compelled to maintain a single line of battle, as was necessary on Bolivar
Heights?
Answer. In my opinion, it would, and I think it would have been a much more
Question.

to

advantageous position than to undertake to contend against an assault made by the
It would have been nearer the supports from the intrenchments
on Camp Hill, and if the enemy had shown themselves on Bolivar Heights to attack
the position General White proposed, the guns at Camp Hill could have attacked them
by firing right over our troops.

enemy on the heights.

William H. Baird,

Maj.

called

by the Government, and examined

as follows

By

the

Judge- Advocate

:

Question. Will you state what position you hold in the military
service?
Answer. Major of the One hundred and twenty-sixth

New

York.

Question. Will you state briefly the circumstances which led to the
evacuation of Maryland Heights ?
Answer. Will

I

commence from the time

I

went upon the heights?

Question. Begin when you went over there,
knowledge of what you state.

when you had

personal

Answer. On the 12th of September last I was field officer of the day. I was out visiting the lines of pickets, when I received orders to rejoin my regiment at once, as we
had marching orders. They sent an orderly for me. We started about 3 o’clock in the
afternoon, I think, or 3.30. The regiment at that time was under the command of
Colonel Sherrill. I believe his orders were to report to Colonel Ford at or near McGrath’s
battery. We halted there, and he went to report, which I suppose he did, to Colonel
Ford. Major Hewitt, of the Thirty-second Ohio, then conducted us from the battery
on to the heights. When we got on the heights we heard picket firing or slight skirmishing. We advanced up to the skirmishers and found a company of the Thirty-second
Ohio, under the command of Captain Hibbets. It was then about the sun an hour, or
perhaps three-quarters of an hour, high. We formed in line of battle across the mountain in rear of the skirmishers, expecting an attack. We could hear the enemy in
pretty large force, by their talk, as I judged we could hear numerous commands given
as they were forming in line of battle, as I supposed by their commands. We could
hear once in awhile a word that would indicate something of that kind. We remained
there over night. The skirmishing ceased when it became dark. However, they kept
np a pretty sharp skirmish from that time until dark. We laid on our arms all night.
In the morning. Colonel Sherrill detailed Company B, of our regiment, and advaneed
it on the left of Captain Hibbets’ company of the Thirty-second Ohio, to act with him
on the same line of skirmishers. They were attacked by a large skirmishing force at
first, and driven jiretty well in to our lines.
They rallied and drove the enemy back
again. In the mean time onr men, thinking they were gaining a victory or getting
the advantage, all set up a shout, which discovered their strength to the enemy, I
thought. About a half an hour from that time, or perhaps a little over (this was after
sunrise perhaps the sun was half an hour high or more we could not tell on the
mountain), they came out with a large force. They were pretty well scattered over
the woods, and formed a longer line than we did. Our men, with a great deal of talking to and orders being [given] that they were not to fire until they received the command to fire, allowed the skirmishers to go to the rear, which they did in the center.
The flanks being on the sides of the hill, they could not get around the flanks very
well.
There was a road leading near our center passing through our center. We
were formed across the brow of the mountain ; they fired by file, and fired about three
or four times, I should think.
;

—

;

—

;
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What do you mean by
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I
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:

mean

firing three or four times

as near as I could get at

You mean each man

Answer. Yes,

W. VA., MD., AND PA.
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it.

I could not tell

by

by

file

volleys.

fired three or four times

?

almost impossible to get green
they were green troops, and
troops to fire by volleys; they almost generally fire by file.
From the time we
remained there, I should think, they fired three or four, or four or five, times a
piece. They occupied that ground some fifteen minutes. They fell back.
I heard
no orders to fall back. The men were themselves pressed back by the force in front
of them, and in some confusion, for the reason that there was underbrush, or some
kind of a vine especially on the left, where I was. The men had very hard work to
get through it at all. There was crooked circling brush, something like grape-vines
there were breastworks thrown up roughly of logs, some 40 rods in our rear and the
only way they could get to the rear, to these breastworks, was by this single road;
that is the only way they could get there any ways quickly. They fell back, firing
in rear of these breastworks. As soon as all our forces got in rear of the breastworks
they delivered their fire again, and succeeded in checking the enemy and driving
them back. There was a slashing of timber, or abatis, that was cut down in front of
this breastwork, I should think about 100 yards wide, running parallel with the works.
We had been ordered by Major Hewitt, if pressed back, to get in rear of these works
and hold them if possible. We succeeded in checking the enemy and driving them
back. The firing ceased, and there was no firing for some half or three-quarters of
an hour, I should think; I cannot exactly judge the time; but about that time.
After about a half or three-quarters of an hour they then attacked us by firing heavy
volleys. If I remember right, there was not a single skirmish shot fired.
They came
right out- and delivered volley after volley. Our men returned the fire, and held the
place some twenty minutes, I should judge, perhaps longer, not to exceed a half an
hour, how;ever. I was on the right at the time, or nearly in the center, when the firingcommenced. The colonel was in the center. I ran to the right and took some 40 men.
I took them along the brow of the mountain, or at the top of the height, to prevent
being flanked on the right. There is a ridge of rocks higher than the other portion
of the hill; a kind of a wall, you may say, of rocks that ran back at right angles
with the work. About that time I saw a horseman come up the path that came about
in rear of our center. Our colonel at that time had been wounded. What orders he
gave I do not know, of my own knowledge. I saw the center and left begin to fall
back. On the right, where I was, I could see large parties of men filing along, under
cover of the woods, on the side of the hill below on our right and my men who were
standing on these rocks commenced firing at them, some of them. Before the second
firing commenced, in the interval between the first skirmish with them and this second firing. Major Hewitt came up and told our colonel to hold these works as long as
possible, and, if obliged to fall back, to go down by a x^ath, which I did not know was
there, to McGrath’s battery, to fall down the northwestern slox)e of the mountain by
a by-path that ran down in rear of McGrath’s battery, and to make a stand at McGrath’s battery and to hold it. When I saw the center, or rather when my men saw
the left and center, give way, which was on the side we would have to fall back on,
they fell back also without orders, running back along the brow on this ledge of
rocks, jumping from one rock to another, toward the lookout. There were some blocks
lying across one another. I supposed it was a place they had made signals from, or
something of that kind. We crossed over near the block-house. The rebels by that
time, some of them, had got to the breastworks where we had been, in the rear of
them. They kept up a heavy fire all the time. We crossed over this path I speak of
in the center of the mountain, going right along the brow of the mountain, and got
on this path that led down the northwestern slope of the mountain to McGrath’s battery. A portion of the regiment, or of all the regiments, had gone back on this path
leading right straight over the mountain. I took the portion that was with me, and
went down this path leading to McGrath’s battery, aild rejoined the other portion up
above McGrath’s battery. There was quite a nice road leading from McGrath’s battery until you reached the highest portion of the mountain overlooking Harper’s
Ferry. I rejoined the remainder of the regiment that was there. In fact, the left
and right had all mingled together. They were not in any particular line in rear of
these works. They had come in such order, filing in, that they had not got their
proper places in line. We were then ordered to go back on to the mountain to go
back by the path leading straight over the mountain again. I got my men together
after some little trouble, and started back. I got about the length of my regiment
on through the x>ath, which was so narrow that the men had to go single file mostly,
when I was ordered to halt by a lieutenant whom I did not know. I was a stranger
to nearly all the officers there, my own as well as the rest.
sir;

it is

;

;

;

;

;
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Judge-Advocate
name did he
:

Question. In whose

order you ?
He told me to halt and lot my men rest^and said to me in a
men shonld not hear, that the order was to go off the mountain,

Answer.

whisper, so
that the
to evacuate
the mountain, but that he had not received it officially. I halted and gave the order
to rest, and the men sat down on the rocks. lu about twenty minutes ho came back
and said that we were to evacuate the mountain, and he wanted no confusion we
must go quietly and in order. I do not know as ho said it was by the order of
Colonel Ford. I believe he expressed it in this manner: That Colonel Ford did not
want any damned rout or noise about it; that he wanted everything in order. I
called my regiment to an attention ; gave the order to about face; then tiled down on this
road by the left flank, and closed up. They were in one and two ranks on this path
wherever they could double they did. I halted the left of the regiment when I
thought we had gone a sufficient distance on this wide road to allow my regiment to
close up. They closed up iu four ranks, and wo moved down to McGrath’s battery.
I
was acquainted with Captain McGrath we were formerly captains in the same regiment. When I got there I halted the regiment in the works. I found Captain McGrath dismantling his guns. I rode up and spoke to him. There was nothing said,
however, about the evacuation. Colonel Ford then came and rode at the head of my
men with me down off the mountain. I think likely I was the first regiment. I did
not see any other regiment ahead of me, that left the mountain as a regiment.
When I got down on to the canal, or near the lock (I had eight companies on the hill
two of my companies had been detailed as pickets the day 'before), I met these two
companies coming over, or standing at an order arms. I ordered them to fall into their
places in the line, and they marched over with me to our position that we occupied
on Bolivar Heights, and had occupied for a week or so.
;

;

;

By

Court
You had

the

.Question.
Heights ?

:

Answer. That was

Question.

only eight companies with you on Maryland

all.

Can you name the

breastworks after the

men

officers, if any, who remained at the
retreated without orders ?

had forgotten one thing. I think Lieutenant- Colonel Downey, if I recame up while we were there during the last fight we had with the
rebels.
He came up with about 250 or 300 men; it was pretty hard to judge how
many. They came up under the fire in this path leading through the woods, and it
was so narrow and so rough that the men could not come in any order at all. They
were compelled to go along singly, as they could. He came up just as the firing commenced; came up under the fire, and deployed his men along the works wherever they
could get in to assist. I was not acquainted with my officers much; they were ail
strangers to me mostly. I knew none of the Thirty-second Ohio, for I had never seen
a man of them, except Captain Hibbets, and him I only saw the night before. I do
not remember of any officer, nnless it was the captain of Company B, of our regiment.
He was on the right with me. His name is Aikins; I cannot tell his first name.
Answer.

member

I

right,

Question. That does not have anything to do with the question, I
think.
Answer. You wanted to know what officers remained. That is the officer I speak
I was on the extreme right of the line nearly, on a ledge of rocks which run back
at right angles to the line of battle. That was nearly our extreme right. The mountain then started from there and ran right down pretty steep.
of.

Question.

You do

Answer. They

all

not recollect any officers that remained
nearly went together.

men ?

Question. All ran off with the
Answer. They tried to stop the

By

the

39

R R

men but
;

Judge-Advocate

Question. It was hard to
men or trying to stop them ?

—VOL

XIX,

PT

tell

I

?

in the confusion

it

was hard

to tell.

;

whether they were running with the
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Answer. We could see some officers try to stop them.
with my own men with me, trying to stop them.

By
Answer.

By

Court

the

I

PA.
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as I could do

:

How many

Question.

I

AND

had you

killed in

your regiment

?

think 43 killed and wounded.

Judoe- Advocate
the fire, when the men broke and

the

:

Was

Question.

ran, a very mur-

derous one
Answer.

It

was a very heavy

fire.

Question. Did they remain at

all after

the

fire

commenced before they

fled?
Answer. I have already said they fought some twenty minutes. I have been in
some eight or ten fights, and I think it was as heavy a fire, for the time, as I ever saw.

By

Court
What were

the

Question.
Answer.

I

:

could not

Do you

Question.

the letters of your two companies on picket

recollect the

names of the captains ?

Answer. I do not. I went out and established the pickets myself hut the
were all strangers to me. I cannot tell the names of half of them now.
;

Answer. Yes,

sir; I said I

officers

Did your regiment

Question. Did you rally your regiment again?
ever come together again after that ?
them

?

tell.

got them together above McGrath’s battery, and marched

off.

How

Question.

far

was that

It

was nearly a

Question.

What was

Answer.

to the rear

?

mile.

the

name

of your adjutant

?

Answer. The acting adjutant’s name was Samuel A. Barras.

Question.
Answer. No,

Question.
Answer.

Was he
sir

;

with you

all

he was in the center.

Do you know where

He was

the time?

at

Chicago when

he

is

now ?

I left there.

Question. At the time your regiment
with you when you went back ?

fell

back,

how many men went

Answer. I should think there were about 75. I was back in the rear pretty well,
because I had the farthest to go to get to this side of the mountain, after we fell
back.

Question.

How

were these men, in order or straggling along?

Answer. They were going in single

file.

They could not go

in

any other way.

It

was just a deer path.
Question. Did the other troops that were in the breastworks with
fall back at the same time ?

your regiment

Answer. They did.

Question. Did your regiment break up or disperse more than any of
the other regiments ?
Answer. Not that I know of. My regiment had a number on their hats, about an
inch and a half long, 126, so that a man could tell them as far as he could see them.
In the other regiments I did not see any number on their hats.
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Did you

Question.

see

regiments to rally your

any

efforts

made on the part of officers of other

men ^

I did not, any more than all the officers were there, and they were rallythe men. Whether they were rallying mine or their own I do not know.
They were encouraging their men, like all the officers I saw, to try to hold the works.

Answer.

ing

all

Question. Did you hear any complaints of your regiment, particularly,
that day ?
Answer. I did not that day. I heard afterward that they had a great deal of
trouble in trying to stop my regiment. I took it for granted that they had seen a few
with other men, as they were straggling down the mountain, and took
the One hundred and twenty-sixth, because they saw this big number.
I think I fetched off my regiment in as good order, when we did evacuate the heights,
as any regiment, under the circumstances.
of

my men

them

all for

Question. We had reference to their coming from the breastworks.
Did they come from the breastwork in as good order as any other regiment
Answer. Yes, sir; there was no order about it. They could not fall back iu order.
back at all they had to scatter. It was one of the worst places I ever saw.
It was a complete ledge of sharp-edged rocks, and brush, and logs. In fact, I saw no
place where the men could get back at any advantage only by this path.
If they fell

What was done

Question.

with the killed and

wounded there

at the

breastwork
Answer. The wounded were taken to the rear by men helping them

What became

Question.

Answer. They were

left there, all

that I saw.

Do you know how many

Question.

off.

of the killed

were killed in your regiment ?

Answer. I do not know exactly how many there. The killed did not amount to
more than 5 or 6 or 7 something like that. We afterward had 13 killed on Bolivar
Heights during the cannonading, and 7 wounded. I think 1 officer was killed.
;

How

Question.
Answer.

I started

long have you been in service ?
a year ago last May.

Question. In what capacity, and in what fights have you been

?

Answer. I started in the Thirty-eighth New York as a captain. The first battle I
was in was at Bull Run, a year ago. I was promoted to major; my commission dates
the 11th of January last. I was through the siege of Yorktown and in the battle at
Williamsburg.

Question. In the same regiment
Answer. Yes,

Question.

?

sir.

You were

in the battle of

Williamsburg

'F

Answer. Yes, sir and at Fair Oaks, and through the change of base there from Fair
Oaks, White Oak Swamp, and Malvern Hill.
;

Queslion.

Compared with the regiments you have seen in any of the
how did your regiment behave at Maryland Heights ?

fights heretofore,

I thought they behaved very well. I think a green regiment will behave
better in a place like that than they will in the open field. My regiment had
not been drilled they had not been taught their loadings and firings. They behaved
as well as any green regiment I ever saw. There are always some in all regiments I
never saw one but what there were some skulks who will go to the rear if they can
get there.

Answer.

much

;

;

Question. Do you recollect any officer in the regiment that you considered behaved very badly that day ?
Answer.

I

do not.

612

OPERATIONS IN

Do you mean you saw

Question.
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I

He
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officer?

think Captain Hibhets

is a very brave and gallant
acted very coolly with his skirmishers, and held the enemy in check as

I

officer.

long as he could.

Question. Does he belong to your regiment
Answer. No,

sir

?

He was shot right through

he belongs to the Thirty-second Ohio.

;

the ear.

What was your

Question.

Maryland Heights

opinion as to the necessity of evacuating
at the time they were evacuated ?

I do not think there was force enough there to hold them ; and if I
to express what I think about it, there had been very bad arrangein the first place in fortifying the place, to say nothing of the hill ; the timber

Answer. Well,

may be allowed

ment
had not been cut down.

Question. I do not care about that. The question is, what do you
think of the necessity of evacuating the heights at the time they were
evacuated ? Was there qn absolute necessity for its being done at that
time?
Answer.

I

think that there was, under the circumstances.

How

Question.

long before they were evacuated had the last fight

taken place ?
I do not know whether there had been any skirmishing with the
got through or not. That was about 10 o’clock after 9 o’clock.

Answer.
after

we

—

Question. Did you
Answer.

I

enemy

know what was going on above?

did not.

Question. Did you hear firing going on?
Answer. I could hear once in a while a single shot but the cannon were making
such a racket that it was pretty hard to distinguish musketry firing. What with the
big guns there and the guns on Camp Hill, there was a shell passing through the air
nearly all the time and, when shells are passing, .it is pretty hard to hear musketry,
unless it is very heavy.
;

;

Question.

Where were they throwing

shells

from

—Camp Hill

?

Answer. I could not see the guns I could hear the course of the shells. I judged
they were throwing over McGrath’s battery to the right, and Captain McGrath was
throwing over the northwest slope of the mountain, where he supposed the enemy to
;

be.

That was what

was

all trees there.

nearly as I could follow the course of the shell." It
was trying to throw his shells as near as he could
in the rear of those breastworks that we had been fighting behind.

By

I supposed, as
I supposed he

Colonel

Ford

'

:

Question. Were you in a position to see the eastern slope of the
mountain, where the force under the command of Captain Crumbecker

was ?
Answer.

I

do not

Question.
Answer. No,

know Captain Crumbecker.

You do

not

know where

his force

was placed ?

sir.

Question. Were you in a position to see the force under Major Hewitt
over to the right, looking over to Pleasant Valley?
Answer.

I

saw some companies.

I did

not

know who they

Question. Along down toward Solomon’s Gap
Answer.

I

were.

?

did not see them.

Question.

Were you

in a position so as to discover the force of the
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,

and by way of Sandy Hook, coming up on

left ?

Answer. You mean in the valley

?

Question. In the valley.
Answer.

could not.

I

I

never was by the lookout^ only at the time

we

left

the

field.

Question. Were you in a position to see the enemy approaching down
toward UnselPs, an old house across toward the spring, and down that
side*?

Answer.

saw none.

I

know that on the point of the hill I had a force
stationed, under command of Captain Palmer, so as to prevent them
from erecting a battery there and shelling us out ?
Question. Did you

Answer.

did not.

I

Question.

You do

know

not

the arrangement of the forces there?

Answer. I do not. I only got there when the sun was about an hour high. I only
noticed where Captain McGrath was throwing his shells as I was passing the battery
with my men.

By

Court
Do you know

the

Question.

:

wounded during the
Answer.

of a single one of the
siege of HarpePs Ferry ?

enemy being

killed or

Do you mean on Sunday and Monday f

Question.

At any

time during the operations there

;

of your

own

knowledge.
Answer.

I

saw men

Question.
Answer.

I

know whether they were

killed or not.

How many ?

could not say

Question.

do not

I

fall.

how many perhaps
;

Where was

a half dozen.

that ?

Answer. Around the breastworks on Maryland Heights. The enemy were covered
with the brush; the bigger portion of the time you could not tell where they were,
that is, only by their fire you could not see them. There were trees in our front,
that is, small trees felled. I should think something like chestnut trees, with yellow
leaves on them. The trees had been cut down and the leaves had withered and faded.
The enemy were in the edge of this brush.
;

Question. Did not your regiment break and run
on that occasion ?

off,

and disgrace

itself

Answer. Not that

Question.
Answer.

I

I

know

You were

of.

there,

were you not ?

was.

The Commission adjourned

to 11 a. m. to-morrow.

Washington, D.
The Commission met pursuant
*

*

*

*

Lieut. Col. S. W. Downey, called
examined as follows:

By

Judge-Advocate
What position do you

the

Question.

C., October 9, 1862.

to adjournment.
*

*

#

by the Government, and sworn and

:

hold in the military service

?

;
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I

am
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Potomac Home Brigade,

Maryland Volunteers.

Question. Were you present at Harper’s Ferry on the occasion of the
evacuation of Maryland Heights t
Answer. Yes,

sir

;

I

was on the Maryland Heights with

my regiment.

Question. Will you state your judgment as to the necessity of that
evacuation at the time it was made

Do you

Answer.

desire

my

opinion

?

Question. Yes, sir ; your opinion as a military man.
Answer. I think that with the troops we had there at that time we would have
been compelled, perhaps, during that night or the next morning to have evacuated
the heights.

Question. Unless re-enforced?
Answer. Yes,

sir; unless re-enforced.
I will say, in connection with that opinion,
that I re-enforced Colonel Ford with my regiment on the same day the heights were

abandoned.

Question. Did j^ou witness the engagement that took place in which
the One hundred and twenty-sixth Sew York Volunteers took part?
Answer. I will state that iny order from Colonel Miles was, when I reached Maryland Heights to report to Colonel Ford. I have the written order in my pocket to that
Colonel Ford desired me to divide my command.
elfect.
1 reported to Colonel Ford.
In addition to four companies of my regiment, he gave me three companies of an Ohio
regiment the Thirty-second, if I am not mistaken. Four companies of my regiment
were retained by Colonel Ford, who stated at the time, and it afterward proved true,
that he sent those four companies around on the eastern road, going in the direction
of the lookout. With the four companies and the three companies of Ohio troops, I
was sent up the western slope with orders— as I understood at the time to report to
Major Hewitt. I had no written order to that effect. An order was placed in my
hands which was directed to Major Steiner, which I have in my pocket. I marched,
with seven companies, up a by-path, with an orderly to guide me, for I had never been
on Maryland Heights before. Just as I reached the lookout, which is on the top of
Maryland Heights my men had not all come up they were eJosing up I heard a
tremendous bring, and the bullets commenced rattling all around us, and I think perhaps two or three of my command were wounded at that time. I was talking with
some officer at the time; Ido not know his name. I saw our force within a short
distance of me, behind some kind of breastwork made of logs, fallen trees, timbers,
which lay right across the ridge. This officer, whoever he was and I thought so
myself at the time said to me, ‘‘ You better re-enforce Colonel Sherrill immediately.”
It afterward turned
I iiad never seen Colonel Sherrill did not know who he was.
out that he was the colonel of the One hundred and twenty-sixth New York. I
immediately headed my men and took the seven companies in behind this log- work.
The tiring was very brisk and very heavy. With the forces I brought we held the
enemy. 1 had no straps on I was dressed as I am now. I reported to Colonel Sherrill who I was, and said that I had command of the regiment that had just re-enforced
him. He started over toward the left, and I kept my position to the right, perhaps
toward the center it was, and kept walking backward and forward, rallying the
men, getting them up to the breastworks, when an orderly rode up to the line the tight
had continued some time I do not know how long, perhaps a half an hour, perhaps
three-quarters an orderly rode up to the line on a horse said he, ‘‘ The order is to
retreat.” I turned to him and said, “ Who gives that order?” I understood him to
say that it was the order of Colonel Ford. Said I, “Sir, there can be no order to
retreat.” I turned to the officers and men, and said, “ There certainly cannot be an
order to retreat from this position.” Although I had never been there before, I had
looked around and seen the position of things. I said, “ If wo lose this position we lose
everything we can hold this position unless the enemy press heavier than they do
now.” Some one else rode up to the line and said, “ The order is to retreat.” The men
commenced falling back. I turned to the men and said, “For God’s sake, don’t fall back
we must bold this position.” But they commenced retreating. I turned to the orderly
and said, “Give me your horse, and I will see who gave this order to retreat.” I then
took command myself, as I understood Colonel Sherrill was wounded, and I supposed I
was the chief in command. I supposed the order was wrong. I jumped on the horse and
rode down the mountain. I rode through the men first, and halted my own regiment.

—

—

—

—

;

—

—

—

;

—

—

;

;

;

;
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witli those that Major Graffliu had brought up, on a little ridge this side of the lookout
that is, from where the battery was posted, and I formed a line across there. Jnst as
I got up there Major Grafflin, of my regiment, said that he was ordered to cover our reHe said by Major Hewitt. I said, “ Major, you hold your
treat.
I asked by whom.
position here until 1 return, because I think the order is wrong, and that there is no
order to retreat.” I rode down then to see Colonel Ford, to see what was the order.
Said I, “Colonel
I saw Colonel Ford at the battery, in company with Colonel Miles.
Ford, an order, said to come from you, has been given for the forces to fall back, to retreat.” I do not know as those were the exact words that is the sense of it, at any
rate.
Says Colonel Ford, “ I gave no such order at all.” I turned to Colonel Miles and
Said he, “I did not.” Said I, “An
said, “Colonel Miles, did you give the order?”
officer on the heights gave such an order, and said the order was given to him by the
and
Colonel
Miles ordered me to retake the
Colonel
Ford
commanding officer.” Then
position. I asked, “What troops will you give me to support me?” I think Colonel
Ford said, “ The One hundred and twenty-sixth New York Regiment will support
you ” perhaps some other troops. That was about 11 o’clock in the morning, I think.
I then got on my horse and took an orderly and went up the western slope again,
meeting some few men near Unsell’s house, I think. After I struck the path uj) the
mountain, I do not think I met a single man. I went in sight of the lookout. I was
afraid to go there alone, for I knew the Confederates were in force behind those breastworks, the logs thrown up. I then struck along the ridge and went out to where I
knew my regiment was posted. I found Major Grafflin there he had the advance.
I called him and Adjutant Ambrose, of my regiment, up to me, and a lieutenant of one
of the regiments on the heights. I do not know what his name is ; he had a red cap
on. I called those three gentlemen up, and called Major Hewitt up. Said I, “ Major,
that position was evacuated or left, it was said, by your order. Here is the horse of the
orderly that brought the order.” Said I, “ Did you give the order for the force to fall
back from that position?” Said he, “I did give the order.” I then took command
of all the troops, by order of Colonel Ford, that were on the heights, and took the
advance with my regiment. I think there were some other troops besides the One
hundred and twenty-sixth with me. I do not know what regiments they were. I do
not know that the Thirty-second Ohio were there then. Some of the troops were rallied, and my major took command of them.
I visited Colonel Ford the second time to
get re-enforcements. I can state, in this connection, what Major Grafflin, of my regiment, said of the One hundred and twenty-sixth Regiment, I think it was. He was
ordered to advance, and Captain Pratt’s company, of my regiment, was put in the
advance as skirmishers, and then my regiment followed, with the One hundred and
twenty-sixth New York, if I mistake not. They encountered the enemy within perhaps 400 yards of the lookout, and the skirmishers were driven in. At the first fire,
the first volley, whatever troops they were, fled, so Major Grafflin stated. When I
came up I found that he had taken a very good position, but he said he could not
advance any farther unless he had re-enforcements. I then took command of the
regiment myself, and sent my adjutant to Colonel Ford to say to him that I must
have re-enforcements in order to hold that position where I was, and that I must have
still more re-enforcements in order to execute his first order.
My men were then
skirmishing slightly, not very heavily. From all appearances, I concluded the enemy
were in heavy force this side of the lookout that is, between the battery along the
ridge and the lookout. That is the narrative, as near as I can remember.
;

;

;

;

Question.

The evacuation took place

at

what hour ?

reached the heights, I think, about 9 o’clock. At the time I reached
the summit I suppose it must have been 10 o’clock. I had my watch with me, but
did not look at it, as I was very busy at the time. When they commenced falling
back from the lookout I think it was about 11 o’clock.

Answer.

By

I

the

Court

:

Question. Did you witness any gross misconduct on the part of the

One hundred and twenty-sixth New York Eegiment?
Answer. I do not know. I know that there was a regiment in particular that I
turned to aud said, “ Men, we must retake this position.”

Question.
twenty-sixth

You do

not

know

that that was the

One hundred and

?

Answer. I know that there were some of the One hundred and twenty-sixth with
1 do not know that they wore all of the One hundred aud twenty-sixth.
I
turned to the officers and men and made them a speech, and told them that we must
retake that position and some officers who they were I do not know turned to me

them

;

;

—

—

A
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and said, Sir, we have held a council of war, and we have concluded that these men
will not fight.” I turned to the men.
Said I, “ Men, if you have no officers to lead
you, I will lead you myself, as your immediate commander. If there is a single man
here who will follow me, I will lead him.” And out of the whole number there some
300, I should think only five men stepped out. I put them on the left as skirmishers.

—

—

To what regiment did those

Question.

five

men belong?

Answer. To the One hundred and twenty-sixth Regiment, I think. I never reached
where those logs had been cut down until the heavy firing had commenced. I never
had been there before, and knew nothing at all about the position. I was looking
around to ascertain the ground.

Have you

Question.
Answer. No,

we

I

sir.

the

names of those

wished afterward

I

five

men ?

had taken them.

are the representatives of the regiment.”

They came

to

me and

am

not positive that they
belonged to the One hundred and twenty-sixth Regiment, but I think they did. I
will say further, however, that behind those breastworks, as long as the men fought,
the officers of the One hundred and twenty-sixth, those I knew, fought as well as
any others there. I will say that for them. Colonel Sherrill was side by side with
me, and he did his duty as nobly as any officer I ever saw. The major of the One
hundred and twenty-sixth was on the left, I understood. I did not see him.
said, “Sir,

I

Was this after or before the colonel was wounded ?
He was wounded just after I first saw him.
Question. Then, at the time these five men volunteered the colonel
was wounded?
Question.

Answer.

Answer. Yes,

sir

;

two

or three hours before that.

Question. Did you see the officer in
succeeded the colonel ?
Answer.

I did not.

I

command

of that regiment

who

do not know who was in command of the regiment at the

time.

Question. Did you recognize him among those officers who
had held a council of war, and the men would not fight ?
Answer. No,

Question.

sir

Can you name any

Answer. No,

By

said they

the

of those officers

?

sir.

JuDaE- dvocate

:

Question. What was their position
tenants, or of other grades ?
Answer. I think that Major Grafflin, of
tion on that point than I can.

?

Were they

my regiment,

captains, lieu-

could give you more informa-

When you addressed the men at that time, what was their
Yi ere they standing in any order ?
Answer. No order. It was impossible to form the men in any order on the heights;
Question.

bearing

?

the trees were so thick, and the rocks, and everything.

Question. Did they dissent from the declaration of their officers that
there had been a council of war, and the men would not fight ?
they said nothing at all. I posted a guard at one time, and told
should attempt to go down to the battery. I took out
my revolver to them at one time, and my surgeon did the same thing. There were
some of all regiments perhaps some men of my regiment. I do not know that there
were in this number; but at the time of the retreat of the men from the breastworks
there were men of all regiments scattered all through the woods. The officers got
separated from the men, and they went on down toward the battery. I have this to
say about my men that they did very well on Maryland Heights they followed me.
That is all I have to say for them. Where there is a retreat ordered in that way, at

Answer. No, sir
to shoot any

them

;

man who
;

—

;
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any place, take tke best men in tbe world and there will always be some who
become scattered and demoralized. I have seen enough to know that.

How

Question.
treat

were you doing when the order

finally

came

will

to re-

?

Answer. The enemy were picking off my men. They were skirmishing some little.
a line of battle thrown up across the ridge, and I believe that with proper
re-enforcements I could have held the position, perhaps, against the^ force of the
enemy there then. I had every reason to believe the enemy were bringing up reI therefore sent to Colonel Ford for re-enforcements, and said I
enforcements.
must have re-enforcements to hold my position. I had, I suppose, only about 300
men, in addition to the two companies of the One hundred and fifteenth that were
sent up and put on my left.

We had

Do you know of any individual of the enemy having been
wounded during the siege ofi Harper’s Ferry %

Question.
killed or

I have strong reasons to believe that there was a negro killed, who had
or 3 of my men. I know that an officer took deliberate aim at him, and he
He was one of the skirmishers of the enemy, and wounded 3 of my men.
fell over.
I know there must have been some of the enemy killed.

Answer.

wounded 2

Question.

How do you know

Answer. The

officer

saw him

Question. Did you see him
Answer.

I

the negro was killed ?

fall.

fall

*?

did not.

Question. The object of the question is to ascertain whether you
know, of your own knowledge, that any of the enemy were killed ?
Answer. I saw none of them dead that I know of.

Question. Did you see any of them
Answer. No,

wounded?

Because the enemy, of course, were advancing nearly

sir.

all

the

time.

Question.

They were covered by the woods ?

Answer. Yes,

By

the

I

sir.

should think

Court

it

was about an equal

fight.

:

Question. At the time the order came for evacuating the heights, do
you think they could have been held sufficiently^ long to have sent
down and reported the case to Colonel Miles, and to have received

re-enforcements

?

I certainly think they could have been held sufficiently long for
would not have taken more than an hour to have gone to Harper’s
Ferry and returned that is, if Colonel Miles could have been found. I had great
difficulty myself in finding him when I sent an orderly to him.

Answer.

that.

I do, sir

;

It certainly

;

By

the

Judge-Advocate

:

Question. A^ou stated that they could have been held probably until
the next morning ?
Answer. Yes, sir; I said so. I knew the enemy were massing their forces, and during the night would take the ridge. When they once got through Solomon’s Gap they
had an equal advantage with us, and when they once got this side of the lookout they
had every advantage, for they had everything in their favor.

Question. What is your judgment, as a military man, about the
ure to defend Solomon’s Gaxi ?
Answer. If

I

was ordered

to hold

fail-

Maryland Heights, I never should attempt it
Gap put a battery there with infantry;

unless I was permitted to fortify Solomon’s
that certainly is the key to the place.

—
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Court:

What

is

the distance from Maryland Heights to Solomon’s

Gap?
Answer.

By

do not know the distance.

I

the

Judge- Advocate

By

little

about the ground there.

:

3 or 4 miles?
have never been at Solomon’s Gap myself.

Question. Is
Answer.

know very

I

I

the

it

Court

:

know nothing of the country there, have not visited
how do you form your opinion as to its being the key of the position ?

Question. If you
it,

Answer. From information

I

have got from

others.

Question. In what respect do you consider
do not know the distance from there.

it

the key

?

You say you

Answer. I have understood the distance from where the battery was placed to be
some 2^ miles. I have made very particular inquiries about Solomon’s Gap, although
I have never been there, for this reason
Some two or three weeks before I left Kearneysville, I had orders from Colonel Miles that, if I was attacked and forced to fall
back, to fall back to Solomon’s Gap, and take up a position there. I therefore had
the whole road marked out.
:

Question.
all

your

Do you mean you would have occupied

force, instead of

Solomon’s Gap with
occupying Maryland Heights ?

Answer. No, sir I would have placed a battery at Solomon’s Gap, and perhaps two
regiments of infantry to support it.
;

Question.
call

Do you know whether

Pleasant Valley

Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir

through Solomon’s
sir

enemy were

in force in

what we

they were in force.

;

They occupied

Answer. Yes,

the

?

I

;

that,

and could occupy

it

without going

Gap ?
think they could.

Question. With the enemy then in Pleasant Valley, Solomon’s Gap
would not be the key to the position j they could approach Maryland
Heights from that direction ?
Answer. Yes, sir they could approach Maryland Heights in that direction. But
then it is almost impossible to take possession of them if there were any force at all
to oppose the enemy.
;

Question. Is there any communication between Pleasant Valley and

Gap

Solomon’s
Answer.

I

?

do not know.

Question. That

is,

could not the

enemy push

in

between Solomon’s

Gap and Maryland Heights from Pleasant Valley?
Answer. I should think they could but I do not know. I have here the written
order from Colonel Miles directing me to take my regiment to Maryland Heights and
report to Colonel Ford, and two written orders to fall back to Harper’s Ferry.
;

Question.

From whom

are the orders to fall back

?

Answer. From Colonel Ford.

Question.

At what time

Answer. Perhaps

Question.

it

was

did you receive

3 o’clock.

Bead the orders

I

am

not at

to fall back.

them
all

?

certain about that.

;
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Answer. Witness read as follows:

You

are hereby ordered to

fall

riEADQUAKTEllS THIRP BRIGADE,
Maryland Heights, Md., September 13, 1862.
back to Harper’s Ferry in good order. Be careful to do so in good

order.

By
I

order of Tbos. H. Ford, colonel, commanding Third Brigade.

received another copy of the order the same as this.

Question.

By whom

is

that order signed?

it.
It was brought by my adjutant, and he reI
Answer. It is
ceived it direct, and I considered, of course, that it needed no further evidence one
way or the other. They are both the same order. I received the last one about
fifteen minutes after receiving the first one.

only as

have read

Did you receive them both by your adjutant?
No, sir; one was brought by an orderly but my name was

Question.
Answer.

;

not there

;

it

was not addressed to any one, and I have always been very careful about obeying orders.
About fifteen minutes afterward, my adjutant brought the second order, which he
said he received himself. He said, “Your name is not here, colonel; it is left blank
but I received the order direct myself.” I had sent my adjutant to report to Colonel
Ford that

I

must have re-enforcements in order to hold

my

position.

Question. Who was present at the time that Major Hewitt told you
that he had given the order to retreat f
Grafflin, of my regiment, and my adjutant, both of them. I called
as witnesses, to witness that he admitted that he gave the order. There was
also a lieutenant of some other regiment; I did not know his name. I was determined
to find out who did give the order, after seeing Colonel Ford and Colonel Miles.

Answer. Major

them up

Question. Do you know anything of any orders given by Colonel
Miles to evacuate the heights ?
Answer. No, sir I know of no order that he gave. After the evacuation had
taken place, I went to his headquarters for the purpose of seeing, but he was absent.
On going down to the battery, I met Colonel Ford’s adjutant, and asked him who
gave the order, and he said Colonel Miles gave the order; that it was by his orders.
;

Question. Did you see Lieutenant Binney or any of Colonel Miles^
staff at his quarters?

Answer. Yes, sir; I saw Lieutenant Reynolds, and asked him who gave that order.
said to me, “ I don’t think that Colonel Miles gave the order.” He then went on
to remark that Colonel Miles very often wrote orders himself that were not put on
record. I told him I was fully aware of that fact.
Said he, “I did notice the
colonel have a white envelope in his hand a short time before the evacuation took
place and now,” said he, “I expect that was the order.” That is what Lieutenant
Reynolds, Colonel Miles’ assistant adjutant-general, told me. I looked at it in this
way I knew I had received an onler from one of Colonel Miles’ aides to fall back
through Solomon’s Gap. Afterward I rec^ved an order directing me to report to
General White, and fall back with him, and the aide was not aware that any such
order had been issued but it was in Colonel Miles’ own hand. Indeed, I received a
great many orders from Colonel Miles written by himself and signed by himself.

He

;

;

;

Question. At the time you saw Colonel Miles and Colonel Ford
together, when you went down to find out about the order to retreat,
was anything said by Colonel Miles, or Colonel Ford in his presence,
about the condition of things over there ?
Answer. No, sir; I do not know that Colonel Miles said anything. He was standing there by Colonel Ford, and had a glass looking in the woods. I reported to him
the condition of things, and about the confusion on the heights. The order that I
received, and reiterated by Colonel Ford or by Colonel Miles, was to retake that
and I immediately left and went back to my regiment.
liosition, if iiossible
;

Question.
Answer.

I

What

think

it

time in the daj^ was this

was about

?

11 o’clock.

Question. The abandonment of the breastworks and the breaking of
the troops had occurred before that ?
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to report the fact to Colonel Ford.

Question. Between the time that Colonel Miles left and the order for
the evacuation of the heights, had there been any serious fighting ?
Answer. No,

sir;

not very serious fighting; constant skirmishing.

Question. Had anything occurred which would have induced an
evacuation, or rendered an Evacuation more necessary than at the time
Colonel Miles was there himself?
sir; I think something had
I left Colonel Miles and

occurred to render it more necessary from
Colonel Ford, I went immediately up on
the western slope, and went within a short distance of the lookout. The orderly who
was with me crawled up to the edge of the blulf, and looked over to see if he could
see any Confederates. He reported that he could not see any. Then I went along
the ridge until I came to my regiment. I immediately put the regiment in motion,
on the advance, and the skirmishers were immediately driven in by a volley from the

Answer. Yes,

this fact:

When

enemy.

Question.

Was

that

Answer. That was

Question.
Answer.

Was

you saw ?

that reported to Colonel Ford?

my

I sent

all

all.

adjutant to report to him

;

I

do not

know whether he

did

or not.

Question.

How many

did you lose, killed and wounded, in your regi-

ment ?
Answer.

I

had

Question.

11

men wounded and

Were

3 killed, I think

;

1

captain killed.

those killed on Maryland Heights

?

Answer. No, sir 2 were killed on the heights, and, perhaps, 5 wounded
there were several of my men missing. Three Ohio companies were in my
do
I
not know how many of them were killed and wounded.
;

Question.

enemv they

You say
fired

that

and then

;

command.

when you saw that additional force of the
Did they drive your regiment

a volley upon you.

back?
Answer. No,

sir.

Question. Did you report to Colonel Ford that you were driven back
and could not hold your position ?
Answer. My skirmishers were driven
were in strong force.

Question.

Were you

Answer. No,

sir; I

One hundred and

held

fifteenth

in,

and Captain Pratt reported that the enemy

driven baclf ?

my position. Colonel Ford sent
New York, and they were placed

Question. Did you hold that position
Answer. Yes,

sir; until I

was ordered

all

to fall

up two companies of the
my men.

to the left of

the time

?

hack to Harper’s Ferry.

this injustice to Colonel Ford, that while holding that position I sent
to report that I must have re-enforcements in order to hold it.

say
adjutant

I will

my

Question. From the appearance of things when you were ordered to
back, how long do you think you could have held that position with
the number of men you were losing in killed and wounded ?
fall

Answer. Indeed, I cannot tell I might have held it an hour. I stated before that
do not think the position could have been held longer than till morning, for I took
it for granted that the enemy would mass his troojjs during the night and attack at
;

I

daylight.

Question. I understood that to apply to the heights generally. I am
speaking now of your particular position. You say that two companies
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had been sent to re-enforce you, and you held the position until ordered
and that you had 2 men killed and several wounded ?

to fall back,

Answer. Yes,

sir

they were shot just as they stood.

;

How

Question.

long could you have held that position as matters
this time

were going on at

Answer. I could have held it to all eternity, I suppose, if I had lived long enough,
but Captain Pratt, in the advance, reported that the
it was going on at the time
enemy was massing his troops for an attack. I sent that information to Colonel Ford,
because I wanted to be prepared for them. They could easily flank us.
as

;

How far was

Question.

headquarters

this position

you speak of from Colonel Ford’s

?

Answer. About a quarter of a mile, by the road.

Question. Did Colonel Ford come up there himself to see the state of
things ?
Answer. No,

By

sir

not where

of September
I

my

regiment was posted.

Ford
Were you placed under

Colonel

Question.
Answer.

;

Colonel Miles

b^^

was

:

not.

What was the number
mountain under your command ?
Question.

Answer. Of

morning of the 13th

arrest on the

?

my own

of

men taken up by you on

the

regiment, not over 400 men.

Question. Did you see the condition of the troops about the headquarters at the time you were down there those retreating*?

—

Answer.

I did.

Question. What was their condition
the mountain 1

when

retreating

down the path

down

Answer. They were in the greatest confusion. There were men of
moving about without any officers, and officers without any men.

all

regiments

Question. Did you see any force up the valley near where Colonel
stationed, approaching in that direction

Sammon was
Answer.

I

do not

Question.

them

*?

know where he was

How

far

stationed.

from the battery were the enemy when you saw

?

Answer.

many — a

I

saw some men within half a mile of the battery

;

I

do not know

how

few.

Question.
Miles ?

How

Answer. About one month and a

Question.
if so, state

Was

command

long have you been under the

of Colonel

half.

he not in the habit of giving conflicting orders

instances, if

you

?

and,

recollect any.

Answer. He certainly countermanded his orders, sometimes very quickly
his orders were conflicting.

my judgment,

;

and, in

Question. Did orders sometimes come to you signed by himself, and
then again others signed by his adjutant- general
*?

have orders signed by Colonel Miles alone, and also by his adjutanh^eneral and Lieutenant Binney and Lieutenant Willmon. As an example of conflicting orders, on the morning that I marched with my regiment on Maryland Heights
Colonel Miles’ verbal orders were, “I desire you to report to Colonel Hall, on MaryAnswer.

I
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laud Heights.’’ He uamed over some three or four uames. At last I said, “You
mean Colonel Ford.” “ Yes, sir,” said he; and from that conversation I came to the
conclusion that Colonel Miles was not in a condition to command. That is my candid opinion.

Question. From what you know of Colonel Miles as a military man,
do you think he was morally, mentally, and physically competent to
command an army such as that at HarpeFs Ferry ?
Answer.

I

think he was not competent to

command

it.

Question. During the time you were on the mountain engaged in the
was the enemy advancing and you retreating, and was that
the reason, in your opinion, why you cannot tell the number of their
contest,

killed

and wounded

Answer. That

By

is

the reason

General

;

White

that the

enemy possessed the battle-ground.

:

Question. Had you any information, by your observation or otherwise, of the force of the enemy investing HarpeFs Ferry ? If so, state
what that force was.
Answer. The information which I received as to the force of the enemy, was from
Captain McDonald, of the Confederate Army. He told me that the force attacking
Harper’s Ferry was between 50,000 and 60,000 men. The day before the surrender,
my regiment was placed on the extreme left of the line, between Bolivar Heights and
Halltown. I saw, myself, at least two brigades of the enemy advancing against my
regiment.

Question. At the time of the surrender of HarpeFs Ferry, on the 15th
of September, what is your opinion as to the utility of further resist-

ance ?
Answer. My opinion
condition of things.

is

that

it

would have been impossible

to

have held

out, in the

Question. Had you opportunity during the siege to observe the offiwho are under arrest in connection with this investigation, to wit:
General White, Colonel D’lJtassy, Colone‘1 Trimble, and Colonel Ford ?
If so, state what their conduct was.
cers

Answer. I saw General White, and Colonel Trimble, of the Sixtieth Ohio, I think,
during the siege and I certainly saw no lack of courage in either. They were both
where the shells and balls were flying thick and fast.
;

Question. State who commanded on the left the evening before the
surrender, in the engagement you were in.
Answer. I hardly know who had command. I will say this, that my orderly returned and stated that he had reported to you, and you would send me re-enforcements. I had sent some eight or ten before, to hunt up Colonel Miles.

By

Judge Advocate
You state that, in your judgment.

the

Question.

:

Colonel Miles was not

competent to command. Will you state upon what you base your
opinion whether it was from conversations with him or his conduct
and bearing generally during the siege
j

Answer. It was from close observation of Colonel Miles during the siege of Harper’s
Ferry, and also previous to that. I wrote Colonel Miles a letter after returning from
Boonsborougb, on or abontthe 10th of September, and stated that I had been in Boonsborough, and that Jackson’s advance was there that I had information from a citizen
whom I knew to be loyal that they had a strong force, 70,000 men, and that they
intended to ati ack Harper’s Ferry. I also sent a copy of that letter to General White.
Colonel Miles, in answer to that letter, after I had given him all this information, said
that he did not think the enemy intended to attack Harper’s Ferry. I have his letter
to that effect. General White thanked me for the information and made use of it.
Besides, in his manner he seemed confused.
;
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Was

Question.
Answer. In

By

my

the

he so during the

Court

At

Answer. Yes,

Answer. No,

Answer.

at Harper’s Ferry for a

mouth?

sir.

long were you with Colonel Miles at Harper’s Ferry?
on Friday evening before the surrender on Monday.

in

How

Question.

half.

?

sir.

went

I

that time

How

Question.

so.

:

Were you

Question.

was

long did you serve under Colonel Miles?

Answer. About one month and a

Question.

siege*?

intercourse with him, I can say he

How

Question.

623

often did

you see Colonel Miles during that time

Answer. Some three or four times] that

is,

?

had conversations with him some three

or four times.

Where was

Question.
visited

it

that you saw him

— at his quarters

?

saw him twice in the street, in front of his headquarters, and once he
my regiment, w’^hen I had the extreme left of the line, between Bolivar Heigh ta

Answer.

I

and Halltown.

Were

Question.
Answer.

think

I

I

How

Question.

those three times the only times you saw

saw him one other time.

I

do not

know when

it

him

?

was.

long were those interviews that you had with him

?

Answer. Perhaps ten miuutes each.

Question. Ho you mean to say that, judging from those three interviews of ten minutes each, his conduct during the siege was not good ?
Answer. I mean to say this, that from those interviews, from the letters which I received from Colonel Miles, from what I had heard other officers say, in our conversations
together, of Colonel Miles’ conduct, from his general bearing, because I had watched him
closely during the last month I mean to say from all that he was not competent, in
my humble judgment, to command the force at Harper’s Ferry and, as an explanation of what I have said, I would say that from what I had seen of him previous to
the siege, I considered that, if he was not competent to command an army previous
to that, I did not consider him any more competent to command during the siege.

—

;

Question. To the question asked you by General White as to the conduct of officers during the siege, you have answered in reference to
General White and Colonel Trimble. What can you say as to the conduct of the others. Colonel H’TJtassy and Colonel Ford ?
Answer. I think that Colonel Ford performed his duty well on Maryland Heights.
saw nothing of him after we had retreated to Harper’s Ferry. I understood that he
was sick in his bed. Colouel D’Utassy I saw nothing of at all during the time the
enemy were firing.
I

By

the Judge- Advocate:

Was the judgment you have expressed of Colonel Miles’
competency to command the one generally entertained by the officers
Question.

there

?

Answer. It was the general opinion. In this connection, if the court will permit
me, I will say that I had a talk with Colonel Trimble, Colonel Stannard, and Colonel
Willard, and I think that those officers expressed the same opinion.

By

the

Court

:

Question. Do you know what opinion General
tained of Colonel Miles’ fitness to command ?
Answer.

I

do not.

White himself enter-
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say anything on the sub-

?

Answer. I do not remember that I have. [After a pause. ] It seems to me that, after
General White had written his letter to Colonel Miles, I had a conversation with him,
in which the general gave me his reasons for not assuming command. I remember
that he said that Colonel Miles was well acquainted with the ground and that when
he (General White) retreated from Winchester and fell back to Harper’s Ferry, he
was sent to Martinsburg to command a detached brigade while Colonel Miles was
continued in command at Harper’s Ferry, and ho presumed from that that it was the
desire of Major-General Wool to continue Colonel Miles in command at Harper’s Ferry,
no matter what might occur.
;

By

General

White

:

Question. Did you advise
Answer.

I did

me

to

assume the command or not
command

not advise you to assume the

Question. Did you advise

me

not to

?

at the time.

?

I think I said that, perhaps, it would be better for you not to assume the
that I approved your course I think I did say that at the time, in view,
also, that I knew that General White would do all he could, no matter in what capacity
ho might be placed, and the troops under him.

Answer.

command

;

;

By

Court
You state

the

Question.

:

that you did not consider Colonel Miles fit to
to assume the com-

command, and still you advised General White not
mand. What was your reason for that

Answer. I do not know that I advised him in conversations that I had with him.
the night previous to the surrender, or early in the morning, I saw General White on
the ground. Atthattimel was fully convinced that Colonel Miles was not the officer
for the position, and I think I made that remark to Colonel Willard and Colonel
Stannard, that it would have been better if General White had assumed the command.

On

Question. That does not answer the question. The question is, that,
believing Colonel Miles to be incompetent for the command, why did
you advise General White not to assume the command ?
Answer. The conversation I had with tlie general was about the time we reached
Harper’s Ferry. It certainly was not on Sunday, because I do not know that I spoke
to the general on Sunday, the day previous to the surrender. On Saturday I do not
know that I saw Geneifal White.

Question. All that

is

not necessary.

The question

is,

believing as

you did that Colonel Miles was incompetent, unfit to command, why did
you advise General White not to assume the command 1
Answer. I have already stated, in answer to that question, that what I saw
afterward, during the siege of Harper’s Ferry, and previous to that, putting it all
together, on the Sunday night previous to the surrender I made up my mind that
Colonel Miles was not competent to command before that I had had this conversation with General White. Knowing, as he said, that General Wool desired Colonel
Miles to retain command at HarpeFs Ferry, and that he had stated in his letter to
Colonel Miles, as I had understood, that he offered his services and those of his command to Colonel Miles in any capacity he might be placed, I thought it would be
better for both of them to work together in that way than for him to assume command,
as, perhaps. Colonel Miles might get angry with him, and, perhaps, might give conThose were the reasons why I thought as I did at the time I had this
flicting orders.
conversation with General White.
;

After hearing his testimony read over, the witness made the following
explanation in regard to that portion of his testimony where he said
that it would be almost impossible for the enemy, coming from the
direction of Pleasant Valley, to take possession of Maryland Heights,
if there was any force at all to oppose them.

What I meant by that was, the hill running along facing Sandy Hook is very diffiwhen held by an opposing force. I will also state that I took a view from the

cult

:

CiTAr.
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when I first went there, and I saw some 8,000 or 10,000 of the enemy away
in the valley beyond, toward Knoxville, off to the left, perhaps, of Knoxville.
I could see them distinctly there, maneuvering.

lookout

down

Simeon Sammon,

Col.

called by the

Governmeut, and sworn and exam-

ined as follows

By

tbe Judge- Advocate

:

Question. What position do you occupy in the military service and
did you occupy during the late events at Harper’s Ferry*?
Answer. I was colonel commanding the One hundred and fifteenth

New York

Vol-

unteers.

Question.

Heights

Were you present before and at the evacuation of Maryland
*

*?

Answer.

I was.

Question. Will you state, from your knowledge of all the circumstances which attended that evacuation, whether, in your judgment, it
was necessary at the time it occurred !
Answer. I would like to give a direct answer, but, owing to not having any knowledge of the- force there was against us, I cannot answer directly. I should say that if
the force of the enemy that I saw crossing the pontoon bridge, and arriving in Harper’s Ferry after the surrender, was surrounding us at that time on Maryland Heights,
it would be proper to evacuate them.

Question. Judging from the force you saw there at the time, what was
your judgment as to the necessity of the evacuation when it occurred*?
Answer. I saw no

force.

Question. Was there anything in the condition of our forces which
called for the evacuation at the moment
*?

Answer. It would be well, perhaps, for me to state the position that I occupied
while on Maryland Heights. I came there near 12 o’clock on Saturday, the day of the
evacuation, and was assigned a position in front of McGrath’s battery. I saw none of
the Federal forces, where they were stationed, and but few of the enemy, very few,
indeed. Between 3 and 4 o’clock of the same afternoon I was ordered to retire in good
order to Harper’s Ferry, and did so.

Question.

You were

not in any engagement

1

Answer. Nothing but some slight skirmishes in front of us, where

we were

posted.

Question. Did you have an opportunity to see the conduct of the One
hundred and twenty-sixth Hew York Yolunteers
*?

Answer. No,

By

sir

the

;

I

did not.

Court

:

Did you lose any men
ment on Maryland Heights?
Question.

in killed

and wounded

Answer. We had some 5 wounded on Maryland Heights.
wounded.

in

your

regi-

One of my captains was

seriously

Question.

up there
Answer.

What number were

We had about 900.

Question. That
Answer. Yes,

Question.

40

there in your regiment that you took

?

R

They were not

all

immediately under

number were taken on the heights

my command.

?

sir.

Have you an

R—VOL

XIX,

idea

PT

I

how much ammunition was expended

!
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number of times those guns were fired
Answer. There was continuous

Question.

You

f
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can you form an idea of the

firing.

What were

say you saw no enemy.

they firing at ?

Answer. I presume at the enemy, somewhere,

Question. Shelling the woods
Answer. The woods were very dense. It was impossible to see three rods in front,
unless it was here and there a very small space. At the extreme right, at one time,
there were six or seven ‘‘greybacks” presented themselves, and fired upon us, and
we returned the fire. That was the last of them. There was a continual firing above
every now and then a few shots. There may or may not
us.
I say “continual”
have been a very large force very near us, from all I could see.
;

Question.

you think

it

At the time the order was given for the evacuation, did
necessary to evacuate at that time 1

Answer. I looked carefully at the order, and at the party bringing it. He seemed
much alarmed for our safety, and from that I drew the conclusion that it
was necessary to go. Nothing from any force that I saw.

to be very

Question.

Or from anything you saw yourself there

Answer. Not from any force I saw against

Question.

Answer. Yes,

Question.
,

us.

The order was from Colonel Ford, was

it ?

sir.

Was

Answer. Yes,

it

in writing

?

sir.

Question. Brought by an orderly?
Answer. Brought by Major Steiner.

Question.
evacuate ?

Do you know

anything of any order from Colonel Miles to

Answer. I do not.

Question.

morning

Was

Colonel Miles on the

hill

while you were there that

?

Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir.

At what hour ?

Answer. I should think between 11 and 12 o’clock in the forenoon.

Question. Did you have any conversation with him, or hear any conversation of his with any one ?
Answer.

I did.

Question. What was the nature of
evacuation of the heights ?

it

— anything

in regard to the

Answer. Not anything; only about our position. I marched my regiment to
Colonel Ford’s headquarters and met him there. Immediately after, Colonel Miles

came

out.

Question. From anything you heard Colonel Miles say that day, did
you think he contemplated the possibility of the heights being evacuated

?

Answer. Nothing was said that I could draw any sucl^ conclusion from.
nothing was said in my presence relative to that.

Question.
Answer.

He

Did he say anything

positively to the contrary

did not speak of the subject at all in

my

presence.

?

At

least

:
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reference to the evacuation

sir.

Do you know

Question.

all in
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if

any of the other colonels were ?

Answer. I do not.

Have you

Question.

you read

will

the order you received from Colonel Ford

;

if so,

it ?

Answer. Here

is

a copy of it

Ueadquarters Third Brigade,
Maryland Heights, Md., September 13, 1862.

You

are liereby ordered to fall

back

to Harper’s

Ferry in good order,

lie careful to

do

it

in good

order.

By

order of

Thomas H. Ford,

Was

Question.
Answer. No,

Question.
Answer.

I

it

colonel,

commanding Third Brigade.

signed by anybody

?

sir.

Why did

took

it

you take

it

for

an order, then ?

because I supposed be bad signed

it

bimself.

Question. He would not have said “ by order ” of himself j he would
have simply signed it.
Answer.

It

was brought by Major

Steiner.

Question. Did you see any instances of bad conduct on the part of
any troops that day, breaking and running away on the heights %
Answer.
quarters.

I saw very many troops, soldiers standing about near Colonel Ford’s beadNot knowing where they came from, nor what they were doing there, I

made the inquiry of Colonel Ford, in the presence of Colonel Miles. Colonel Miles
stated that the One hundred and twenty-sixth had behaved very badly, and confirmed it with an oath. Colonel Ford remarked that he had to place a guard across
the roadway, or a company, I forget which, to stop them ; but they could not stop
them. Immediately afterward I got my orders to go where I was to take my position, and that is all that I know about it.

By

Ford
Were you not

Colonel

:

stationed in the valley near the side of the
mountain, immediately in front of the battery, in such a position that
you could not see either our forces or the forces of the enemy ?

Question.

We could not possibly

Answer. That was our position.
any of our forces.

get a view of the enemy,

or of

Question.

By whose

order were you placed in that position

?

Answer. When I inquired where I was to go. Colonel Miles and Colonel Ford consulted about it, and, after consultation. Colonel Ford said I must leave two of my companies and take the remainder of my regiment, under the direction of Major Steiner,

which

I did.

Question. I sent Major Steiner with you as a guide
Answer. Yes, sir to direct me where to go.
and he was sent to load us to our position.
;

I

?

was nnacquainted with the locality,

Question. Did you see Colonel Miles and myself together as we were
retreating from the mountain if so, when and where, and was our interview pleasant or otherwise f
;

Answer. I saw them just after passing over the pontoon bridge, and passing under
the railroad bridge, on the rise in the armory yard, both together, on horseback. As
my order was to return from Maryland Heights to Harper’s Ferry, I then addressed
Colonel Miles, and told him my regiment was there, and asked him where I must go.
He then beckoned to Colonel Ford, and they consulted again. Colonel Ford turned
around and said, “ Colonel, take your regiment to the position you occupied on Bolivar Heights.” That was all I heard or saw about them. The interview appeared to
be pleasant, very much so, so far as I could judge from their countenances.

:
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:

this their first interview after the colonel

came down

from Maryland Heights ?
Answer. This was the

first

time I saw them together.

Question. It was as you came down, you say ; how long was
you got the order to fall back to Harper^s Ferry ?
Answer. Judging from the time in marching down, &c.,
about an hour, I should judge.

Question.
or behind

Did Colonel Ford come down

in

it

it

after

was perhaps an hour;

advance of your command

?

Answer. He must have come down in advance, for I did not see him again after I
him to go up in the woods until I saw him at this point. I do not think he could
have passed us, for the road was filled up.
left

The point I want to get at
their first interview after the colonel

Question.

was

Answer. That

By

I

is, do you know whether this
came down from the heights ?

do not know.

Colonel

Ford

:

Question. Do you recollect that I was standing there managing the
crossing of the troops at the pontoon bridge, and their passing under
the railroad, as you came up
Answer. You were right at that point, and, when

I first

observed you. Colonel

Miles was near by.

Question.

And

Answer. Yes,

By

Colonel

Question.

from that point beckoned me?

sir.

D’Utassy

;

What do you know

and have you the general order
Answer.

I

know very

little,

about the surrender of HarpeFs Ferry,
I issued before the surrender ?

indeed, about the surrender.

Here

is

an order

I re-

ceived on the 13th

General Orders,
No.

15.

Headquarters First Brigade,

?

Camp

5

Commanders

White, Bolivar Heights, September

13, 1862.

of regiments and batteries -will prepare cooked rations for their men, and fill all canare entirely surrounded. The only hope we have is in conquering the
teens with water to-night.
our
watchword and rallying cry then be “Victory or death! ” Regiments will be ready
enemy. Let
to fall in promptly at 4 a. m. to-morrow, as we shall, in all probability, be attacked at daybreak.
F. G. D’UTASSY,
Colonel, Commanding First Brigade.

We received those

We

orders

and we

fulfilled

them

as far as

we

could.

What was the conduct of the officers who are now under
General White, Colonel Ford, Colonel Trimble, and myself, during the siege, as far as it came to your knowledge ?
Question.

arrest,

Answer. As far as it came to my personal knowledge. Colonel D’Utassy discharged
his duty promptly and efficiently. He was at aU times about his brigade and urging
them to do their duty. General White I did not see until after the surrender. 1
were in no council
heard him spoken of, when spoken of at all, very favorably.
did what was required of us, and, after the surconnected with the surrender.
about it.
know
about
all
I
render, stacked our arms where ordered. That is

We

We

By the Judge- Advocate
Question. You did not answer as to Colonel Ford. Do you make the
same reply in regard to Colonel Ford on the heights, so far as lie came
under your notice ?
:

Answer. Undoubtedly.

:
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By

Colonel

Who

Question.
surrender ?

D’Utassy

G29

:

saved the flag of your regiment at the time of the

Answer. Colonel D’Utassy.

By

General

White

:

Question. At the time of the surrender of Harper’s Ferry, what was
your opinion as to the utility of further resistance, in view of the position in which you were placed
Answer. My opinion is this, from all the knowledge I had, from the location of
the place, and all the surroundings, if everything had been ordered up on Maryland
Heights, I think we could have held out. But as that was evacuated, the surrender
was inevitable had to take place. I think if the forces had all been taken up on
Maryland Heights on Friday, all the artillery, we could have held out.
;

By

the

Court

:

Question. Was there any difficulty about water on the heights for so
large a force ?
Answer. There may have been. I am now speaking of the general features of the
Perhaps I had better add a word about the time that Colonel
Miles and Colonel Ford ordered me in front of those batteries. They ordered me there
to protect them, and not allow the enemy to outflank us. Colonel Ford said they were

locality, of the place.

coming down in
Lieut. Col.

force.

Hasbrouck Davis

called

by General White, and sworn

and examined as follows

By

the

Question.

Judge-Advocate

:

What position do you

occupy in the military service

?

•

Answer. I am lieutenant-colonel, commanding the Twelfth Illinois Cavalry.
commanded them on the night of the evacuation of Harper’s Ferry by the cavalry.

By

General

White

1

:

Question. Did you leave Harper’s Ferry on Sunday evening, September 14; and, if so, was the route taken by the cavalry practicable for
artillery and infantry ?
Answer. I did leave then.
fantry at the rate we marched.

The route was not practicable

for artillery

and

in-

Question. Do you think it would have been practicable to have taken
out the artillery and infantry by that route without attracting the attention of the enemy
Answer. We passed over the i)ontoou bridge and turned to the left in column of
twos we passed up between the canal and the bluff, and then turned to the right in
the woods, and passed up several steep eminences. I should suppose that it was not
a very good road at any time for artillery I doubt whether it would have been practicable.
But at the rate at which we marched that night, it would have been utterly
impossible for the artillery and infantry to have accompanied us, even if the road had
been good.
;

;

By

the Judge- Advocate

Question.

At what

rate did

:

you march

?

We marched very swiftly, much of the time at a gallop ; especially when
passed the pickets we went at a gallop at other times at a trot. Until we reached
Sharpsburg we marched at an exhausting rate at too exhausting a rate, I thought.
We passed the rear pickets of the enemy’s force, this side of the Antietam Works.
Answer.

we

;

;

By

General

White

:

Question. What other route was proposed, and by
was it rejected ?

whom, and why

—
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Answer. The original route proposed on Saturday was to cross the Shenandoah
near Harper’s Ferry, near the point there, and to pass down into Loudoun County
then, having passed the enemy’s forces, to make our way to Washington down one
hank or the other of the river.

By

Court

the

To

Question.
Answer. No,

By

sir

:

cross at Keys’ Ferry
;

White
Do you recollect

General

Question.

?

below, about half a mile from the point, near the village.
:

tlie

reason

why

that

was rejected?

was pronounced impracticable. After our arrangements had been all
completed, it was announced to us that the river was full of holes, and it was impossible to cross, and, therefore. Colonel Miles told me the plan must be given up.
Answer.

It

Question. Did I talk of going with the cavalry j and,
reason did I give, if any, for not doing so ?

if so,

what

Answer. General White did talk of going with us. He i)roposed to go with the
cavalry and lead it, as it had been put under his command but he said it would not
be proper for him to leave Harper’s Ferry under the circumstances.
;

Question. Did you or not, after hiring my reasons therefor, advise
not to assume the command at Harper’s Ferry?

me

Answer. I do not recollect whether

I said so to you or not.
I recollect
It is quite possible I may have said so to you.

would be proper.

thinking

it

Did you ever hear me caution Colonel Miles to save the
ammunition ?

Question.
artillery

Answer.

I did.

Question. Will you state the conversation

?

was present

in Colonel Miles’ room on Sunday, I think it was. General
White came in there while I was sitting there talking with Colonel Miles about our
going out. He came in, evidently very much exhausted, and said that he had been
for two hours watching the practice of a battery on the heights, and he was satisfied

Answer.

I

that the shells from that battery did not reach the enemy ; that the battery was
doing no good was wasting ammunition to no purpose. He said that he suggested
and I recollect that he called Colonel Miles’ attention to the fiict that it was but a
suggestion and not a command that the battery should be stopped. Colonel Miles
sat down and wrote a command for the battery to cease firing, and sent it out by one
of his orderlies. At the same time General White reminded Colonel Miles that the
rations were rather short, and that it might be well to spare them, in anticipation of
the continuance of the siege.

—

—

By

the

Question.

Court

:

How long

have you been

in the military service

?

Answer. I am a lawyer by profession. I enlisted, and have been iu the service
since the 28th day of February last. I joined my regiment, then at Camp Porter. I
was engaged for some time previously in recruiting. I have been in active service
since then.

Question. In your opinion, was it necessary that Maryland Heights
should have been abandoned on Saturday ?
Answer. I
heights at

am

incapable of forming an opinion on that point.

I

was not on the

all.

By the Judge-Advocate
Question.

:

Have you been

associated with Colonel Miles sufficiently
as to liis capacity for such a command as that

long to form a judgment
he held at Harper’s Ferry?
Answer. Perhaps

my judgment

cided one, upon that point.

Put

reiglit

not be

my judgment,

I had an opinion, and a very deperhaps, might not be a fair one.

fair.

: :

THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN.

Chap. XXXI.]

Question.

You can

631

express that opinion.

Answer. I did not think him competent for such a command. I thought his fault
lay not in his military education, but in his character. I did not think he had enough
decision of character to command such a place as that. I deemed him to he a very
honest man.

Question. Did liis conduct evidence self-possession, or
turbed, so far as you observed ?

was he

dis-

Answer. He did not seem to appreciate the responsibility he had upon his shoulders.
do not think he appreciated what he owed to his country. He had 12,000 men in
his command, and I thought something ought to have been done to have saved them.
There seemed to he a lack of any fixed policy on his part.
I

The Commission then adjourned

to 11 a. m. to-morrow.

##*#***
Washington, D.

The Commission met pursuant
Col.

Daniel Cameron,

C., Oetoher 10, 1862.

to adjournment.

by the Government, and sworn and

called

examined as follows

By the Judge-Advocate
Question. Will you state to the commission what position you hold
in the military service ?
:

Answer.

I

am

colonel of the Sixty-fifth Illinois Regiment.

Question. During the late events at Harper^s Ferry and Maryland

Heights where were you stationed*?
Answer.

I

was stationed on the extreme right of the

line,

on the north side of Bol-

ivar Heights.

By
Answer.
manded.

By

Court
Were you

the

Question.

on Maryland Heights at

I received orders to

the

all

*?

go to Maryland Heights, hut they were counter-

Judge-Advocate:

Question. Have you any knowledge of the events connected with the
evacuation of Maryland Heights ?
entered the Ferry on Friday night. On Saturday morning Colonel Miles
my regiment ready for marching, intimating that I was to go to Maryland Heights. I got them ready, hut the order was countermanded, as Colonel Miles
thought we would not he wanted there, and I was ordered to report to Colonel
D’Utassy, IJirst Brigade.

Answer.

I

desired me to get

Question. What is your judgment as to the necessity of surrendering
Harper’s Ferry at the time the surrender was made by Colonel Miles!
Answer. When Colonel D’Utassy informed me that the place had been surrendered,
was somewhat excited, and expressed deep mortification at the announcement. I
was ignorant, however, of the pressure that was upon the left, as I was stationed with
my regiment upon the right, and had not been anywhere else. I do not know as I was
I

qualified, from the position I held, to
existed for the surrender.

form a correct opinion as to the necessity that

Question. Do you, or not, believe that Harper’s Ferry might have been
held by throwing the entire force upon Maryland Heights, which commanded the defenses of Harper’s Ferry!
Answer.

I

have no douht whatever that

(Jnestion.

it

might have been

so held.

Did you see Colonel Miles frequently during the siege!
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Answer. I saw Colonel Miles first on Saturday, when I reported the arrival of my
regiment, and I saw him at a subsequent hour, when he ordered me to report to Colonel
D’Utassy. On Sunday I saw Colonel Miles, and called his attention to the appearance
of the enemy on Loudoun Heights, and I asked him what it meant. He said he did
not know. 1 said that I would tell him ; that they were planting batteries there, and
we would very soon hear from them. He said they had tried that before, and had
succeeded in getting up a 6-pounder, which did not amount to anything. I asked
him when he supposed the assault would be made upon us. He said he did not believe
there was going to be any ; that the enemy were not going to throw away their men,
as they knew our condition it was only a question of a day or so. I do not remember of again seeing the colonel.
;

Question.

From

that you saw of his conduct and bearing, what
to his capacity for such a command as he

all

judgment did you form as
held there 1

Answer. It was my opinion that he was not qualified for the command. His intelseemed to be dim. He was not excited, but he seemed to be stupid. His intellect

lect

was

dull, all confusion.

Question.
ble?

You say he was

Answer. Confused and stupid.

not excited, but simply confused, insensiIt

seemed as though everything was mixed up

in

his mind.

By

Court
At what

the

:

time was your order to go to Maryland Heights
countermanded by Colonel Miles ?
Question.

Answer. About

1 o’clock

on Saturday.

Question. That was before the evacuation of Maryland Heights
Answer.

An hour and

Question.

Your regiment was

Answer. Yes,

sir

and

;

?

a half, perhaps two hours, before.

I

in readiness to

go

?

expressed a desire to Colonel Miles that the regiment should

be sent there.

Question. Hid Colonel Miles assign any reason for countermanding
that order ?
Answer.

He

said

we would

not bo wanted over there.

Question. Did you ever serve under Colonel Miles before at Harper’s

Ferry

?

Answer.

I

was over three months

in Colonel Miles’

command, although

I

was not at

Harper’s Ferry.

Question. Is your opinion of him formed from what you saw of
at Harper’s Ferry, or from your general intercourse with him ?

him

Answer. Chiefly from what occurred at Harper’s Ferry.

Question.
Answer.

I

How

Question.

Question.

you see him there

?

in his company.

How long each time ?

Answer. Ten or

by the

often did

was three times

fifteen minutes,

with a

Do you know whether

little

that

general conversation.

was the estimate held of him

officers there generally ?

Answer. I had every reason to believe, from what I had seen, that he stood very high
in the estimation of the general commanding the department, General Wool.

Question. I speak of the officers at Harper’s Ferry.
Answer. I believe they formed a very low estimate of bis
seemed to have no confidence in his loyalty.

ability,

and the troops

'

:
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Did you ever

Question.

you to question
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would lead

see anything in his conduct that

his loyalty

?

Answer, I never have at any time. I have a small memorandum here which I
thought it would he proper to exhibit to the Commission. It was handed to me by
an officer on duty as a picket. It is in the handwriting of the late Colonel Miles
Harper’s Ferry, September 12, 1862.
captain of the outer picket on the Shenandoah road will pass beyond his line 16 paroled Confederate prisoners, who are required to keep the road to Charleston, and on to Winchester, where they
will he enabled to join the Confederate Army.

The

D.

S.

Colonel Second Infantry,

MILES,

Commanding.

More prisoners, I am informed by the officer, left Harper’s Ferry on the 13th, on
Saturday, during the engagement on Maryland Heights. They went right to the
headquarters of the enemy, doubtless, charged with all the information that anybody
could have.

Where had

Question.
Answer.

these prisoners been taken

%

did not learn the particulars.

I

How

Question.

came you

in possession of that paper

?

Answer. It was handed me by an officer of the One hundred and eleventh or One
hundred and twenty-sixth. It was a paper taken up from the prisoners who passed
out on that day. It was shown me, and I thought it was a paper of some importance^

Question. It was a pass?
Answer.

was the pass upon which they passed the

It

Question.

Do you know

Answer. Yes,

By

sir

the

I

;

know

it

it to

lines.

to he in Colonel Miles’ handwriting

?

be in his handwriting.

Judge-Advocate

'

:

Question. You say the troops questioned his loyalty.
stand you to embrace in that remark the officers generally

Do

I under-

?

Answer. I could only speak for my own regiment. The abandonment of Maryland Heights caused a very great sensation in my regiment among officers and men.

Question. This paper did not come into your hands until after the
surrender ?
Answer. No,

sir.

Question. There were no transactions like that,
that were the subject of conversation ?

known

to the troops,

Answer. Not at all. It was shown to mo by the officer as a sort of reminiscence,
I thought it was of sufficient importance to submit here.

and

Question. Did you know any of those prisoners personally,
were, and their relations to the Confederates ?
Answer.

I

did not.

Question.
Answer.

who they

I

Do you know whether there were officers among them ?

do not.

Question. What was the character of the force at Winchester ? They
were directed to go to Winchester “ to keep the road to Charlestown
and on to Winchester, where they will be enabled to rejoin the Confed;

erate

Army. ”

Answer.

I

do not know.

Question.
j)ressed

At

that time the siege of Harper’s

Ferry was being

?

Answer. The siege was being pressed and the engagement was going on on Maryland Heights.

;
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:

me

Question. Did you ever exhibit that paper to
render ?

until after the sur-

Answer. I do not remember whether I ever exhibited it to yon at all until here.
I have just stated in evidence that I did not receive the paper until several days after
the surrender.

By

Judge -Advocate
Do you know at what hour

the

Question.
out ?
Answer.

By

:

of the

day the prisoners passed

do not.

I

the

Court

:

Question. The fact that those prisoners
to the troops at the time it occurred, was

had been released was known
it

not

?

Answer. Not generally.

Question. There was some excitement over

it,

was there not ?

Answer. Not that I am aware of. I believe the matter was not
except the pickets who took up the passes.

By

the Judge- Advocate

Answer.

It

was

one,

:

Do you know whether

Question.
or night ?

known to any

they passed out of our lines by day

in the day-time that they passed out.

Question. They would certainly pass in view of a considerable number
of our troops, would they not, taking the route indicated in that pass ?
Answer. They must have been seen by our

forces.

By the Court
Question. You say the evacuation of Maryland Heights created great
excitement in your regiment ?
Answer.

It did.

Question.

What was

for the evacuation

Answer.

I

?

the impression as regards

who gave

the order

.

heard no opinion expressed as to that.

Question. You spoke of
with Colonel Miles.

it

in connection

with the

men being dissatis-

fied

Answer. They were disappointed in not going to Maryland Heights, according to
the announcement made to me in the morning, and when, but an hour or so afterward,
I heard that Maryland Heights had been evacuated, I supposed there was some connection with

it.

Question. When Colonel Miles informed you that your obedience to
the order to go to Maryland Heights was not necessary, what did you
infer from it that the order had been given to have the heights aban-

—

doned

?

Answer. Quite the opposite.

Question.
to

go

Answer.
it

What

reason was given that

it

was not necessary

for

you

?

He

assigned no reason

was not necessary

I

;

simply said

should go.

we would not be wanted

there

;

that

*

Question. That was an hour before the evacuation

?

Answer. It might be an hour and a half or even two hours. My impression is that the
evacuation took place about 3 o’clock that is, the cannon ceased tiring at that time.
;
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In connection with the Maryland Heights matter, it might be proper for me to state
that about half an hour after Colonel Miles called upon me, General White, in company with Colonel Trimble, also called. The general asked me if I had got any
orders. I said that I had ; that I was not going to the heights, but was under orders
to report to Colonel D’Utassy, for service in the First Brigade. General White said
that he was very much disappointed; that he thought the regiment could have been
used to better purpose elsewhere, and he added that it was his intention to have gone
with us. I told him that I was anxious to go, and asked him to countermand the
order. He turned to Colonel Trimble, and said that he believed it would be best for
him not to do it that he did not wish to countermand the order. He said he was
sorry that it was not the service that he wished to see the regiment engaged in.
;

;

By

the

Judge -Advocate

:

Question. Any statement that you desire to make bearing upon that
evacuation, or the necessity for it, or the absence of such necessity, will
be pertinent to the inquiry.
Answer. On Sunday evening I called upon Colonel D’Utassy, who was in command of
the First Brigade. I told him I was afraid the place was going to be taken. I spoke
of the want of confidence in Colonel Miles of the shortness, almost exhaustion, of the
ammunition of the general impression that seemed to reign through the place that
Harper’s Ferry would fall, and suggested to him that we ought to make an effort to
leave.
He said that he was as willing to do so as I was, but could not leave without
orders. I desired him to apply for such orders. He subsequently informed me that
he had done so, but that Colonel Miles would not, on any account, permit us to evacuate. In the night time, while I was with my regiment, I saw the enemy on MaryTand Heights, enfilading us. They were actively engaged all Sunday night. I called
on Colonel D’Utassy again, at 3 o’clock on Monday morning, and told him what Captain Phillips and Captain Von Sehlen had informed me that their ammunition was
almost gone that the enemy had been actively employed through the night changing
the position of their batteries and placing batteries in a position that would place us
in a very perilous situation; and I again proposed to him that unless we could hold
the place we ought then to make an effort to get away that there was still time, as
it was then about 3 o’clock in the morning.
I told him that he might take his brigade
without leave if not with it, and I would join the fortunes of my regiment to his and
share with him the responsibility. Colonel D’Utassy desired me to see Colonel Miles
and General White, aud thought it was important the matter should be talked over
further.
I told him I would have to go back to my regiment; that I could not leave
it.
I understood that Captain Phillips and Cantain Von Sehlen did call upon Colonel
Miles or General White. I believe that is all that I have to state.
;

;

—

;

;

Question. Have you any doubt at all that the troops could have evacuated the Ferry and effected their escape?
Answer.

I

thought

so,

or I should not have

made the

proposition to leave.

Question. Did you regard the undertaking even as one of extreme
peril ?

Answer. No, sir; I did not.
our making our escape.

I

thought the chances were very strongly in favor of

Question. Did you understand from any quarter upon what grounds
Colonel Miles resisted this proposition which was urged upon him, to
evacuate ?
Answer. As

I said before, he seemed to be thoroughly stupefied, and talked inconOne time he led me to suppose, by his conversation, that the place could
not bo held and at another time, as I was informed by Colonel D’Utassy, he gave
as a reason for not permitting us to leave that the place must be held.

sistently.

;

Question.

You

say you were three months with him previously ?

Answer. Three months under him.

Question. Did you observe these peculiar characteristics during that
time this confusion of mind, insensibility, stupidity you speak of, or
only during the siege of HarpeFs Ferry?

—

Answer. I noticed
than anything else.
him.

it

It

before, but supposed it was more the peculiarities of the man
was chielly by correspondence that I had any intercourse with
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:

well acquainted with the country in the vicinity

of Harper’s Ferry?
Answer. Somewhat acquainted.

Question.

What route

did you propose to take ?

Answer. I thought there were two routes that we could cross the Shenandoah,
take along the base of Loudoun Heights, and strike for Frederick, or break through
above and make for McClellan’s army.
;

Question. In the

way

of Shepherdstown, or in that direction

?

Answer. In that direction. I do not know as wo should have tried the Shepherdstown road. We heard the firing of McClellan’s army Sunday afternoon very distinctly,
and we wore satisfied the army was not a very great way from us.

Question.
to take

Had you

ever been over those roads which you proposed

?

Answer. I had not, but I had some conversation with those who had. In the course
when the matter first suggested itself to my mind, we had two men there
who were thoroughly acquainted with the country in every direction. I had traveled
with them before, and I had perfect confidence in them.
of Sunday,

Question.

What were

the names of those

men ?

Answer. Noakes was one, and Captain McGuire, or some such name as that, the
other.

Question. Did Mr. Noakes represent that the route proposed
practicable for artillery and infantry?

was

Answer. Not the route taken by the cavalry, but there were other routes that I
led to suppose were practicable. My conversation was chiefly with the captain.
He said that he would make his escape, at all events, and thought we might all suc-

was

ceed in making our escape.

Question.

Were you with

Colonel Miles’ brigade in the three months’

service at Williamsport ?
Answer.

I

was stationed

Question.

Had you

at Martinsburg,

not previously been with him at Williamsport?

Answer. I retreated from the vicinity of Williamsport when I came to the Ferry.
I had been sent out, by General White, to reconuoiter and see if Jackson was approaching, and, pushing on, I met the force of the enemy and fell back on the Ferry. I deem
it proper to say, in reference to General White, that on Saturday morning he mentioned to me that he thought it would be his duty, under the circumstances, to waive
the right to command. He stated to mo his reasons, and asked mo what I thought.
I said that Colonel Miles being an officer of forty years’ standing and possessing the
confidence of General Wool so highly, as I had every reason to believe he did possess
it, I thought he was justified in acting as ho did
and, having remarked to the court
the way in which the announcement of the surrender was received, I deem it but
justice to Colonel D’Utassy to say that during the time I was in his brigade he acted
uniformly the part of a brave, energetic, and good officer. I saw nothing like cowardice, or anything approximating to it, in anything ho did.
I believe he would have
been pleased to have gone out with us.
;

Question.

Do you know

wounded during the

that any of the
siege of Harper’s Ferry ?

enemy were

killed or

On Sunday morning I saw Colonel D’Utassy, and proposed to him to give
permission to go to Maryland Heights and bring away the guns that had been
abandoned there the day before. Colonel D’Utassy said he was willing if Colonel
Miles would give his consent. I asked him to obtain the permission, as I would be
pleased to go. Subsequently he gave me permission to detail two companies of my
regiment, the Sixty-fifth Illinois, to act with two companies of his own regiment, ail
to be under the command of Major Wood, of my regiment. The force went over to
Maryland Heights, had an exchange of shots with the pickets of the enemy, and I
was informed by Lieutenant Floyd that 2 of the enemy were shot dead. They got
the guns and brought them into Harper’s Ferry. Captain Kennedy, of Company E,
Answer.

me

—
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of my regiment, had lost his tents, and asked me to permit a wagon to accompany
them to bring over some of the tents of our own men that had been left there, and I
gave permission. When he got there he did not load with tents, but loaded with
ammunition. He informed me that he could have loaded a great many more wagons,
if he had had them, with ammunition of all kinds.

Question. .That does not answer the question exactly. Do you know,
of your own knowledge, of any of the enemy being killed or wounded ?
Answer.

I

do not.

By General White

:

Question. Did you belong to the force that moved under General
White from Martinsburg to Harper^s Ferry ?
Answer.

I did.

Question. Had you any knowledge of Colonel Miles’ capacity prior
If not, was
to your entry into Harper’s Ferry under General White ?
your judgment thereupon formed from the events which transpired
during the siege 1

My judgment was formed

Answer.

alone from the events which transpired during

the siege.

Question. You have stated that you believed Harper’s Ferry could
have been held if the entire force had been removed to Maryland
Heights. Do you mean that the force should have been taken over
before the evacuation of that position, or that it might have been
reoccupied after the heavy battery had been destroyed and the enemy
occupied the crest of the mountain
Answer. I think it extremely doubtful whether we could have reoccupied the
heights and held them after the destruction of the battery. The guns we brought
over, the 12-pounder brass pieces,

were

all

spiked.

Question. Did Colonel Miles tell you he was ordered

to hold Harper’s
Ferry to the last extremity, as the reason for not allowing the troops
to leave there, or did you hear it from Colonel D’TJtassy as coming from

Colonel Miles'?
Answer.

why we

I

heard

it

from Colonel D’Utassy, assigned by Colonel Miles as the reason

could not leave

;

that

we must hold the

Ferry.

Question. Had you any reason to doubt Colonel Miles’ competency
at the time of your arrival at Harper’s Ferry with General White ?
Answer.

I

had

not.

Question. Had you an opportunity to observe the officers under
arrest in connection with this investigation during the siege of Har•

per’s

Ferry

Answer.

j

if so,

What

what was

their conduct?

I stated of Colonel

D’Utassy

I

can also say of General White,

Question. Have you any information of the force of the
ing Harper’s Ferry? If so, state what that force was.

enemy invest-

Answer. I had conversation with a great many of the rebel Qfficers, and all of them
me that to have held out would have been madness that their force was overwhelming.
told

;

Question. What is your opinion of the utility of further resistance at
the time of the surrender; that is, on Monday morning, the 15th of

September ?
Answer. Informed as I was, subsequent to the surrender, that the ammunition was
exhausted that the enemy were massing their men on the left, and that a great many
of our regiments now in the service were not to be relied upon in a close encounter
if I liad been consulted, I should probably have acted in the same manner that the

—

other officers did.
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Do you know what became

brought down from Maryland Heights

of the gunx)owder which you

1

Answer. I do not.

By

General

White

:

Question. I believe you have stated that I consulted with you in
regard to not assuming the command.
Answer. You

By

the

I

did.

have so stated, and that

Court

I

concurred in your opinion.

:

Question. If you had been yourself ordered with your command to
have kept the post of Harper^s Ferry to the last extremity, knowing all
the circumstances and the condition of things as they were at that time,
would you have considered yourself justified in giving up the post at

the time

it

was surrendered %

Answer. I would rather not undertake to answer that question, for I do not think
I can do so intelligently ; it is so exceedingly prohlemaiical that I would rather not
answer it.

Question. You can answer the question. If you had orders to defend
the post to the last* extremity, and if you had known all the circumstances that existed at that time, that the ammunition was out, &c.,
would you have considered yourself justified in surrendering at that
time in other words, would you have considered that the “ last extremity

—

Answer. I do not think it was the last extremity. My impression is that we would
have driven the enemy back in the first assault, with heavy loss, and they would
probably have slaughtered us in the second.

By General White
Would the further
:

fight, which you think might have been
made, have been productive of anything more than a temporary delay,
if any ?

Question.

Answer.

I

do not believe

it

would have resulted

in holding the place.

Question. I understand you, then, to say, that, although the last
extremity literally had not been reached at the time of the surrender,
practically, so far as any good results were concerned, it had been

reached
Answer. I stated that any further engagement would
changed the result. The place would have fallen.

By

the

Court

not, in

my

opinion, have

:

Question. Was or was it not, then, your impression, at the time, that
the surrender should have taken place, or you should have cut your
way out through the enemy, one way or the other ?
Answer. It occurred to me, at 3 o’clock on Monday morning, when I made the last
application at Colonel D’Utassy’s quarters, that that was the last opportunity we had
would have got clear of the Ferry just about daybreak, but
to leave the x)lace.
subsequently we could not have left. From what I saw myself, the force of the enemy
was overwhelming. I might add that the force of General White, and I can say so
generally of all the forces that came in, entered the Ferry with the impression that
they had reached a fortress, but when they got there they found that no work had been
done upon the place at all; that there were no abatis; no preparations for defense,
and if there were any infantry intrenchments there I was not able to discover them.

We

Question.

Were

Answer. Nothing
there.

there no defenses at

all

on Bolivar Heights'?

to speak of; twenty-four hours’ labor

would do

all

that was done

:
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THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN.

XXXI.]

Capt.

Charles Goodman,

called
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by the Government, and sworn and

examined as follows

By the Judge-Advocate
Question. Will you state what position you occupy in the military
:

service

?

Answer. Assistant quartermaster.

Question. Where were you during the late events which resulted in
the evacuation of Maryland Heights and the surrendering of Harper’s

Ferry ?
Answer.

I

was

at Harper’s Ferry.

Question. Did you witness the evacuation of the heights
Answer. Yes,

?

sir.

Question. Do you know, or have you any reason to believe, that the
evacuation occurred without the orders of Colonel Miles %
Answer.

I

do not

Question.
Answer. No,
regard to

it

I

;

have no knowledge of

You heard no

that.

deelarations from

him on the subject?

heard no declaration from him.

sir; I

I

heard what others said in

at the time.

Question.

Were you

acting as quartermaster at that time

?

Answer. No, sir, I was not. I had been acting as quartermaster at Winchester, and,
under the order to evacuate Winchester, I fell back to Harper’s Ferry, and was there
detained in

my business operations until the

surrender of Harper’s Ferry.

Question. Do you know anything of officers and privates belonging
to the rebel army having been paroled and sent out through our lines
during the siege of Harper’s Ferry ?
Answer. Yes,

sir; I

know

of one

officer.

Question. Will you state his name, and at what time he was paroled?
I cannot give his name
he was an officer who was connected with the
upon the train that left Harper’s Ferry for Winchester the latter part of August.
He was brought in a prisoner there and paroled.

Answer.

;

raid

Question.
Answer.

He

Question.
Answer.

I

How

long did he remain a prisoner ?

did not remain a prisoner more than

Do you remember on what day

cannot say precisely; but

it

two

or three hours, I guess.

he went out

?

was a few days before the battle of Harper’s

Ferry.

Question.

Did you

Answer. Yes, sir

Question.
Answer.

;

I

see

him during the time he was

in custody

?

saw him.

Where was he ?

He was

in Colonel Miles’ apartments.

I

saw him pass

in

and saw him

i)ass out.

Question.

Did he move around through the works ?

Answer. No, sir I understood that he was a little sick, and was ordered up to the
hospital on the hill.
In an hour or two afterward he disappeared. He was rearrested the next day and brought in, and was then paroled.
;

Question.

He

Answer. Yes,

By

Court
He had not,

the

Question.

escaped

first,

you

say, without permission

?

sir.
:

at

first,

been paroled

?

»

:
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he was sent up to the

hospital.

Question.
Answer.

He

Question.
Answer.

He

escaped from the hospital

disappeared from there

Where was he

;

?

nobody knows how.

arrested the second time

?

He was arrested out on the road toward Charlestown back
;

in the country

there.

Question.

Ho you know

his grade

Answer. I do not ; he was one of their
the rank of those Confederate officers is.

Question.

Ho you know

?

It is

officers.

very hard to distinguish what

anything of other

officers, or

of privates,

Question. Ho you know, of your own knowledge, of this
his escape from the hospital ?

man having

having been paroled

,

%

Answer. I do not.

made

Answer. I do not, from

my own knowledge.
what you heard ?

Question. Merely from

It was the general report of all the officers I conversed with.
at the time considerable indignation expressed about it.

Answer.
there

was

Question.
Answer.

He

Question.
of?

How long was

I recollect

he with Colonel Miles in his apartments ?

spent about an hour there, I should think.

Was

there

anybody

else present at the interview that

you

know

i

Answer. I do not know I occupied the next building.
saw the crowd, and saw him pass out.
;

Question.

And he was

Answer. Yes,

Question.

By

paroled the next day ?

sir

;

that previous to the
I

commencement of the attack?

think some three or four days.

Judge -Advocate
Hid you hear anything said

the

Question.

merely saw him pass in;

sir.

Was

Answer. Yes,

I

:

in

camp about 16

prisoners

having been paroled together during the siege ?
Answer. No^

sir.

By the Court
Question.

Hid this circumstance you speak of create much excitement
?
Was it generally known?

there at the time

Answer. It created a great deal of excitement at the time, and Colonel Miles was
denounced very much for the course he had pursued.

By

the

Question.

Judge-Advocate

Was

:

his loyalty questioned

by the troops ?

Answer. I cannot say that it was. His loyalty was questioned by the soldiers ;
do not know whether by any of the officers or not.

By

the

Court

Question. It
Answer. -Yes,

:

was questioned by the

sir.

soldiers

?

I

;
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Do you know, of your own

Question.
paroled ?
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knowledge, that this

was

officer

Answer. I do not.

Question. All this you state is merely
Answer. That

What

Question.

what you heard ?

is all.

do you know of the rebel force about Harper’s Ferry

during the siege ?
Answer. It is a very difficult thing to ascertain the exact number. The staff offiwho were in my room General HilFs staff officers, two of them stated that
there were 80,000 men around us. We had a conversation in regard to the light, and
one of them said it was inevitable; that we were bound to give up that they had
force enough to crush us right out that there were 80,000 men around us.

—

cers

—

;

;

You know

Question.

only what he said

Answer. I know this much, that on Monday night, the night after the surrender,
an evacuation of Maryland Heights by the enemy took place through Harper’s Ferry.
My quarters were right on the main street. It was about 10 o’clock in the evening
a courier from General Jackson came rushing in my room, inquiring in an excited
manner for General Hill. I remarked that he was in the next room. He went out,
leaving my door open, and opened the door of the other room, and said, ‘‘General
Jackson wishes to see you immediately.” The remarks made, and the excited manner
in which the man came in, of course convinced me that General McClellan, or some
one else, was in the rear pressing them hard, and I so remarked to some of my friends
who were in my room. General Hill started off immediately, and, about one hour
from the time he left, the trains commenced passing through the town. They had
been moving backward and forward all day; loading up and moving away, but
very quietly. But in an hour from that time they passed by the hotel, generally at
a trot. It excited my suspicion that something was up. I had been very unwell
that day, and sat up nearly all the night. My bed was next the window, and I lay
near the window. About 3 o’clock the trains had all got through. From that time
I counted twenty-two regiments that passed over from Maryland Heights, crossed over
the pontoon bridge, and passed right through. After they passed the bridge and came

up to the

hotel, the order

was

Question. They went

doitble-quick.

off in

what

direction

Answer. Toward Charlestown; up the valley.

What was

Question.

the strength of those regiments, generally

?

Answer. There seemed to be about the average number in a regiment. I should
think they would average about 800. I suppose there were some fifteen guns, also
I did not see them all; I gave it up then.
artillery, that passed at' the same time.
I
suppose there must have been more than that.

Had you any

Question.

conversation with Colonel Miles in regard to

his strength previous to the surrender

Answer. No, sir; I had not.
while I was there nothing else.

I

had two

?

or three business interviews with

him

;

Question.

What day was

this that

you saw those troops pass out ?

Answer. It was Monday night, or rather Tuesday morning about 3 o’clock,
menced.

Question.

it

com-

Did you see any other rebel troops there besides those that

passed out ?
Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir.

How many ?

Answer. There were a great many troops that came in the morning of the surrender.

Question.
Answer.

I

How many?

cannot say

Question.
41 R

;

the town was

Were there 1,000,
R—VOL XIX, PT I

full

of them.

or 2,000, or 5,000?

:
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over the

village there.

Question. Those were the only ones you saw besides those that passed
out ?
Answer. Yes,

sir

j

those were the only ones I saw.

Question. Do you mean that they were in town singly and in small
groups, or in companies and regiments ?
Answer. They came in and just scattered about. I did not go up on the hill after
I understood there were several regiments up there that came over
from Loudoun Heights,
the surrender.

Question. Do you know whether this rebel officer that was paroled
returned again with the rebel army to Harper’s Ferry when the place
surrendered ?
Answer. I do not. I would add that the day of the surrender, during the day,
quite a number of troops, cavalry, passed through the place; I should suppose there
were 2,000 or 3,000.

Lieut.

John

L.

Willmon,

called

by the Government, and sworn and

examined as follows

By

the Judge- Advocate

What

Question.
Answer.

I

is

was acting

:

your position in the military service

?

as aide-de-camp to Colonel Miles.

Question. Were you present with him during the late events which
resulted in the surrender of Harper’s Ferry
Answer. Part of them.

^

Question. Do you know of any rebel officers, who were captured, having been paroled and permitted to pass out through our lines ?
Answer. One.

Question.

Do you know

his

Answer. His name was Rouse

Question.

What was

his

name

his first

;

rank

name

I

do not know.

?

Answer. First lieutenant.

Question.

Where was he captured ?

Answer. That

Question.

I

do not recollect.

How long

did he remain within our lines ?

Answer. Probably twenty-four hours.

Question. Was he confined in a room while there, or permitted to
walk abroad
Answer. He was in the guard-house, I think but I will not be confident about that.
;

Question.
Answer.

I

He was

discharged

do not recollect the day.

how long
It

was

before the siege

after the firing

commenced ?

had commenced down

the river by Berlin.

Question.

Do you know upon what

tions Colonel Miles

grounds or from what considerawas induced at that moment to permit this officer to

pass out through our lines

?

do not know. He had him brought up to his office, and had the door
Answer.
closed, and they were together there for a half an hour, I suppose.
I

Chai*.
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?

to tlie best of my knowledge.

Question. Did you hear Colonel Miles say anything in regard to the
reasons which induced him tcf send this officer through our lines ?
Answer. No,

sir.

Question.

Was

Answer. Not that

the matter spoken of in the
I

army

at the timel

beard.

Question. Do you know whether this officer returned with the rebel
troops after the surrender ?
Answer. Yes, sir be was under arms tbe day we surrendered. I saw bim and
spoke of it at least be was witb tbe men wbo were under arms in tbe party.
;

;

Question. Did he have his sword on?

He was witb tbe cavalry as they entered .tbe
and called tbe attention of several to tbe fact
tbat there was Rouse, tbe man tbat was paroled not long since.
I do not recollect tbat.
I recognized tbe same party,

Answer.

place.

Question.

evacuated

Were you on Maryland Heights on

the Saturday they were

?

Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. Were you present at any interviews between Colonel Miles
and the commanding officer of the heights ?
Answer. At wbat time

?

Question. Before the evacuation
Answer.

I

was

;

immediately before the evacuation.

not.

At any time within a few hours ?

Question.

was, upon one occasion, with tbe colonel when be and Colonel Ford bad
a consultation some distance from me. Wbat tbat was I do not know.

Answer.

By

I

the

Court

:

Question. Did you know of any order, written or verbal, having been
sent to Colonel Ford in regard to the abandonment of the heights ?
Answer. No,

sir.

Question. Have you any reason whatever, or have you ever had any
reason, to doubt the loyalty of Colonel Miles ?
Answer.
there, tbat

I have not, in the least.
I supposed, from the way be managed things
be was doing all be could for bis country.

Question.

You do not know by what

authority Maryland Heights was

abandoned ?
Answer.

I

supposed by tbe authority of tbe commanding

officer,

commanding tbe

forces there.

Question.
order ?
Answer.

I

Did Colonel Miles say they were abandoned contrary

to his

beard bim say tbat, in tbe course of the afternoon.

Did he arrest Colonel Ford for this disobedience ?
to my knowledge
be took it lightly.
Question. Did he express any dissatisfaction?

Question.

Answer. Not

Answer. At

;

be did j but be did not make tbe demonstration tbat I thought an
division should have done if an acting brigadier-general
bad violated an order, as be said Colonel Ford bad done in evacuating tbe heights.
officer in

first

command of tbe
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Were you with Colonel Miles on Maryland Heights the day

they were evacuated ?
Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir

but not when they were evacuated.

;

What

time in the day

*

?

Answer. Colonel Miles, Lieutenant Binney, and myself arrived there,
immediately after the hour of 10.

Question.
Answer.

Did you

ride

probably

;

Did he say anything on

He did

and he spoke but

after.

down with him

down with him.

I rode

Question.
heights ?
Answer.

did the colonel leave there ?

It was, I suppose, 12 o’clock

Question.
Answer.

What time

I suppose,

not, to

little,

his

way down about holding

my recollection.

in riding out, at

Going down, wo had to ride
any time.

in single

the
file,

Question. Do you know of any orders he gave, after he got down, in
reference to the heights ?
Answer.

I

saw none.

I

heard that he issued an order.

Question. Were you with Colonel Miles
that the heights were abandoned ?
Answer.

I

was

Question.

not.

first

informed

in the office, getting out a special order.

you been with Colonel Miles ?

1st of September last.

What were

Question.

doing business
tematic ?
I

was then

How long have

Answer. Since the

Answer.

I

when he was

the characteristics of the colonel in regard to
did he seem to understand his business i was he sys-

;

always admired his way of doing business

Question. Did he seem to have control of

;

he was very exact.

all his faculties ?

Answer. Yes, sir that was one thing I admired in him
was pressed, he did everything, as I thought, in admirable
;

;

no matter how much he
style.

Question. Was he in the habit of issuing orders and then contradicting them by verbal orders ?
Answer. Not to

Question.
Answer. No,

my knowledge.

Was
sir

;

any complaint ever made

I

to

you that ho did so

?

think not.

Did you ever see Colonel Miles, during this time, when you
thought he had not the control of all his faculties, all his senses ?
Question.

Answer. No,

sir.

Question. Were you present at the interview between Colonel Miles
and Colonel Ford immediately following the evacuation ?
Answer.

I

was

not.

Did you witness any bad conduct on the part of any troops
on Maryland Heights ?
Question.

Answer. I

did.

Question. Will you state the character of that bad conduct, and of

what regiment
Answer. On our

?

way up we

met, as near as I can recollect, about two companies of
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One hundred and twenty-sixth New York on the wayside, between Maryland
[Heights] Battery and the canal. Colonel Miles then ordered Lieutenant Binney to fall
back and bring them up. He first said, “ Boys, what are you doing hero ? ” Said they,
“We have been ordered to fall back.’’ Said he, “ By whom?” “By some major,”
says one. Said Colonel Miles, “Tjiere has been no order to give orders to fall back.
I have given no order to fall back, and no major could get one unless he got it from me.”
He then said, “ Mr. Binney, bring those men up,” and then he ordered them to the
front.
When we got up to the battery where Colonel
I then passed on with him.
Ford was, there were a great many stragglers around there. Colonel Miles looked
around and said, “What are you men doing here?” Said they, “ We have been ordered to fall back.” Said he, “There has been no order to fall back?” He then
turned to me and said, “Mr. Willmon, go up on the hill and reform the One hundred
and twenty-sixth, and try to get it to the front and tell every officer and man you
see that there is no order given to fall back, but the order is to go to the front immediately and do his duty there to the last.” I obeyed his order and went up the hill.
There I found, I think, about 500 members of the One hundred and twenty-sixth,
and a few of the First Maryland and some of the Garibaldi Guards, but I think they
were on duty. Among the men I found, I think, four officers. I worked there for
over an hour. I appealed to the corporals and sergeants to take the places of their
officers, as there were no officers to command them
that they should form in companies in some shape or other and go to the front. After getting them into some kind
of ship-shape, I met their adjutant and handed them to him, with instructions from
the colonel that there yas no order given to retreat, and that the men should be
marched to the front immediately, and that he should take command and do so. I
then came down and reported to the colonel. Says I, “ Colonel, it is almost an impossible matter to get the men together. I have done all I could to form them in the
best possible shape, and have handed them over to the adjutant, with instructions that
they should be marched to the front and kept there.” To which he replied, “ Well,
damn them, they will run just what I thought they would do.” Then we left and
the

;

;

;

came down.

By

Colonel

Ford

:

Question. Describe to these gentlemen the condition of the troops
around the place I was using as a hospital.
Answer. There was an utter confusion. The men were being forced up one way,
and by the time you would get them up hill one way, they would be running down
another.

Question.

When you got

there, did

you find me exerting myself to the

utmost ?
Answer.

was

I did ; Colonel Ford did his utmost there in his saddle,
sick at the time.

when

Question. Did Colonel Miles join me immediately, and were
ing there together when you got back ?
Answer. Yes,

By

the

Question.

I

knew he

we work-

sir.

Court

:

To what regiment did these troops belong of whom you are

now speaking !
Answer. The One hundred and twenty-sixth
Maryland, up near the summit of the hill.

Question.
sixth ?
Answer.

Did you

New

see the major of the

York, and a few of the First

One hundred and twenty-

I did not.

Question.
Answer. As

Question.

Did you see any of the
I said before, I

saw what

I

officers ?

thought to be four

officers.

Did they take any interest in rallying the men %

Answer. I would say in regard to the major, that I could not find him. He was
ordered to be put under arrest. In going up there I asked the men, “ Who commands
you.” “ Our major commands,” they said. “ Where is your major,” I asked. “He
h.as got away from us] wo don’t know where he is.”
“Well, what has become of
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your captains ? ” One of them replied, I don^tknow what has become of them they
must have run away from us.” I found four officers there, and out of the four there
was but one captain the balance were second lieutenants.
;

;

Question.

What were

they doing

?

Answer. I appealed to them, and they shirked and twisted and screwed about, and
said they thought they could not get the men up that there were F’s and G’s there
all together, and they could not get them into companies.
I told them to put the K\s
and B’s together, and get the men formed into companies somehow.
;

The officers appeared as much stampeded as the men

Question.

?

Answer. Quite as much so the corporals and sergeants behaved better than the
officers
when I appealed to them and told them to take the places of their officers
and take the men to the front, they had some energy about them, and stepped out and
said, •* Fall in, boys
come on, boys.”
;

;

;

To what regiment do you belong 1

Question.

Answer. To the First Maryland.

Question. You had orders at that time
hundred and twenty-sixth ?

to arrest the

major of the One

Answer. It was a general order ; a verbal general order, rather, from the colonel.
said, “Any of you officers that find that major, put him under arrest.” I thought
applied to any of the officers under him. I thought it applied to me and to others.

He
it

Question. Did you go to where the regiment had been originally
formed to find the major?
Answer. No,

Question.
inally

sir.

How far were you from where

formed in

Answer. That

Question.

I

line of battle

the regiment had been orig-

?

do not know.

How far

from the breastwork where the other regiments

were formed?
Answer.

I

would not be able

to

form any idea of the distance.

Question. Where were the other regiments during the time you
the Thirty-second Ohio and the Garibaldi Guards ?

—

speak of

Answer. They were out back of UnselTs, I think.

Question.
Answer.

You

did not go to that line ?

I did not.

Question. You do not know whether the major of the One hundred
and twenty-sixth was there or not ?
Answer.

I

do

Question.

not.

I did

not find him.

How many

of the

One hundred and

suppose you saw that day away from this line
Answer.

I

saw what

I

twenty-sixth do you

?

judged to be two companies below the battery.

Question. Did you understand that they were ordered there, or had

run away ?
Answer. They acknowledged that they had skedaddled.

Upon the

hill I

suppose

there were about 400 or 500.

By

Colonel

Foed

:

Question. Have you any recollection of my requesting Colonel Miles
to furnish artillery for Solomon’s Gap and the heights there?
Answer.

I

think there was a communication received from you to that

effect.

:

—

.
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recollect Colonel Miles’ reply at

one time to that?

Answer. In writing or verbally ?

Question. Well, verbally; something that he said about
sent down.

it

to a

man

I

Answer. I beard bim make tbe remark, I do not recollect to whom it was, or when
was, or whom before; I cannot recollect at this moment. Tbe remark was made
in headquarters that Colonel Ford would have all bis artillery up there if be would
allow it to go.
it

Question.
Answer.

By

I

Did he

say, in connection with that,

and

all his

men, too ?

do not think be did.

General

White

:

Question. Do you know of my declining to assume the command of
the forces when I arrived there, and offering to aid Colonel Miles in the
defense of the place?
Answer.

I do.

Question. State to the court, if you please, if you have any means of
knowing whether, in your judgment, I was indolent or diligent in keep*
ing my promise to Colonel Miles.
Answer. So far as I could

see,

you did

all

you could

Question. Had you any means of judging?
Answer. Not more than what I could see with my own
busy

all

tbe while on tbe

eyes.

I

saw that you were

field.

Question. Did you have an opinion in regard to the utility of any
further fighting at the time of the surrender ? If you had, what was
that opinion ?
Answer. From tbe knowledge of tbe facts, knowing that we were surrounded by
tbe enemy in superior numbers, knowing as I did that tbe long-range ammunition
was nearly, if not totally, expended, I thought it would just be sacrificing life to continue tbe contest longer than we did on Monday morning.

Question. Do you know that it was reported to Colonel Miles that
that class of ammunition was expended ?
Answer. Yes,

came

in

sir

;

at least be sent Mr. Binney out for that purpose,
report.

and Mr. Binney

and made tbe

Question. Have you any means of knowing the
the enemy’s forces there ?

number

or

amount of

Answer. I have a little memorandum here, a part of a report given by a deserter
not a deserter either. He was attempting to desert and was captured by our forces

and brought

in.

It is as follows

Prisoner taken to-night belonging to the Sixteenth North Carolina Kegiment; taken on the left, toward Shenandoah River reports three divisions of rebels attacking us, all under General Jackson.
Prisoner in Pender’s brigade, with General A. P. Hill’s division. Jackson himself in our front don’t
know who are on Loudoun Heights thinks A. P. Hill's and Longstreet’s divisions.
;

;

;

Question. Did you understand that to be the force attacking us in
front

?

Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir.

Without reference

to the

Maryland

side or

Loudoun

Heights ?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. Did you hear from any other source anything about the
amount of their force on the other side ?
Answer.

I

beard various rumors.

:
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reliable?

I did not.

Court
Had you any

the

Question.
dier said ?

N. VA.,

:

evidence corroborating what that rebel

sol-

Answer. Notliing more than their own admissions after the surrender, and what
my own eyes. I saw any quantity of them.

I

saw with

By

Colonel

Ford

:

Question. JDid you hear Adjutant Barras, when he returned, report to
me that he could not hold the men of his regiment ; that all of them
had run again ?
Answer. I do not

recolleet.

Question. Did you hear Colonel Miles make this remark, ‘^Arrest
Shoot him the first moment yon see him !”
the major! Damn him
!

Answer.

By

think I did.

I

Court
Do you know why Colonel

the

Question.

:

Miles

made no artificial defenses

on Maryland Heights, or caused them to be made ?
Answer.

do not.

I

Did you ever hear him speak of it

Question.

at all

?

Answer. I did not. There was a traverse thrown up there, probably on Saturday
morning, a short traverse.

Question. That was
Answer. Yes,

all

the defenses there were then

?

sir.

Question. What is the nature of the country on Maryland Heights 5
a wooded country ?

is it

Answer. Yes,

sir.

wooded ?

Question. Thickly
Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir;

that

is,

undergrowth.

How far can

a

man

see in

any one direction

there, as

he

is

going along?
Answer. From the battery you can see in one direction toward Solomon’s Gap.

Question. I

mean

close to the

Answer. You could not

see,

ground

j

not over the

hill.

on an average, over 100 yards.

Question. Those 500 men, stragglers, that you speak
in sight

of,

were they

all

?

Answer. They were in the road. I do not think there were 500 it would not
approach 500, 1 am sure. They were in the road commencing at the battery and going
up to the summit. There were earthworks on Bolivar Heights they were put up
under the direction of Captain Boyle.
;

;

Dr. Eichard E. Sutton, called by the Government, and sworn and
examined as follows

By

the

Question.
Answer.

I

Judge-Advocate

What

am

is

:

your position in the military service ?

the regimental surgeon of the

One hundred and

fifteenth

New

York.

:
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present on Maryland Heights the day of the

Answer. I was present on Saturday morning after the skirmish.

Question. While
Answer. Yes,

Question.

was

it

still

held hy our troops ?

sir.

You

did not witness the skirmish

?

Answer. There had been a skirmish, and two companies of the One hundred and
fifteenth were in it.
The balance of the regiment were ordered up. There was a
little scattering fire when I got up, but no general engagement.

Question.

Was

Colonel Miles there

?

Answer. I saw Colonel Miles in conversation with Colonel Ford, at Colonel Ford’s
headquarters, when I got on the hill.

Question. Do you know anything as to any directions he gave in
erence to the heights being held?
Answer.

I

do not

Question.

You

Answer. No,

ref-

anything more than mere rumor.

;

are not a military

man by

profession

?

sir.

Question. Did you see anything of the conduct of the One hundred
and twenty-sixth New York that day ?
Answer. I passed over in the rear of our regiment. I was detained a few moments
have a shoe set. When I got to Colonel Ford’s headquarters, I crossed Major Baird
of that regiment and a few men of the regiment, perhaps 20, who were looking for
their regiment. My regiment had passed on in advance of them. I found their position and he accompanied me to the rear of that regiment and then passed to our
right, to the rear of McGrath’s battery.
That was all I saw.
to

Question.

They professed

to

be looking

regiment?

for their

Answer. Yes, sir they told me they were looking for the regiment, as they had
been ordered back to the heights. But the major thought it was impossible to hold
possession of the heights; still, he was looking for his regiment.
;

By

the

Court

:

Question. This was after you got on the heights
Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir.

Did you

see any of that regiment on your

Answer. Only that portion of

Question.
Answer.

I

?

About 20 men, you say

think about 20

men

way up ?

it.

;

it

?

did not exceed that.

Question. Did the major state

how he became

separated from the

regiment ?
Answer. I do not remember that he did. I rather inferred from the conversation
that on their retreat they had got separated. I found that the two companies of the
One hundred and fifteenth that had been up with them had also been separated from
the regiment.

Capt. Silas F. Eigby, called by General White, and sworn and
amined as follows

By

General

White

ex-

:

Question. What position do you occupy in the military service of the
United States ?
Answer. Commander of the First Independent Indiana Battery.
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present during the siege of Harper’s Ferry

Answer. I was.

Commanded a

Question.

Answer. Yes,

At what

Question.

Was

Question.

Sunday afternoon
Answer. Yes,

?

of Bolivar Heights.

there an engagement there or in that vicinity on the
prior to the surrender ?

sir.

Who

Question.

?

portion of the line were you placed

On the extreme left

Answer.

battery there

sir.

was

in general

command

there during that engage-

ment?
Answer.

On

the extreme

left

From whom

Question.

Answer. I received

all

my

did you receive your orders

Did you send some guns

Question.

?

orders from Colonel Trimble.

to the front there during that en-

gagement ?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. What was the result of the firing that was opened upon
those guns the infantry firing as far as you observed it ?

—

Answer.

It

—

was very severe

for a

time

;

the result was that the enemy was re-

pulsed.

Question. Gan you state how many, or about how many, guns, or, in
other words, how many batteries, if you cannot state the number of
guns, were opened on Monday morning by the enemy, and from how

many

directions ?

Answer. There were between seven and nine batteries in
opened on me on Monday morning on the position I had.

Question.
in front of

About how near

Question.

it -to

Question.

Question.

Question.

there

in other

engagements before that one ?

How many ?
six.

How

did the artillery fire that morning compare with other
in the service %

you have seen

was the

heaviest I have ever seen.

How much ammunition had you left, except canister, at the

time you ordered to cease firing ?
Answer. I had not a round of anything but canister.

Question.

?

could judge, some ten guns.

sir.

artillery fire that

Question.

I

Have you been

Answer. Yes,

Answer. In

he between 600 and 800 yards.

Do you know how many guns were

Answer. As near as

It

was the one immediately

it ?

Answer. I took

Answer.

to your battery

There were seven

all.

—

Had you

Answer. Yes,

applied for other ammunition

sir.

Question. .To - whom

?

?
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Answer. To Major Mcllvaine, and also to Colonel Miles.

What was

Question.

the reply

?

Answer. The reply was that there was none there.

Question. It had
Answer. Yes,

sir

so I understood.

;

you to run your battery any

'Question. It was impossible then for
longer, except with canister ?
Answer. I could not have done
twenty-one rounds of that left.

Was

Question.
Answer.

/

been distributed, do you mean?

all

the

fire

it

any longer, only with

of the

On Monday morning

it all

canister,

and

I

had hut

enemy mostly converged on the

left ?

seemed to he there, except one or two guns on

the right.

Question. What is your opinion of the strength of the
of us on that day ?
Answer.

know

do not

I

information ?

had no

direct information farther
of artillery in General HilFs division.
I

What

Question.

front

as I could give a very definite opinion.

Had you any

Question.
Answer.

enemy in

did he state

than

I got

from Colonel Walker, chief

?

Answer. He stated their force to he some 70,000 men in all; that is, on the converging points to the front, from the left of the Shenandoah around to the Charles-

town road.

Question. What is your opinion as to the practicability of handling
infantry that morning with a prospect of success in repulsing the attack
of such a force of the enemy as you saw there ?
Answer.

I

do not think

it

could have been done successfully.

Question. Colonel D’Utassy, Colonel Ford, Colonel Trimble, and myunder arrest in connection with this investigation if you had
any means of observing the conduct of those officers, will you state
self are

what

it

;

was

?

observed the conduct of none except yourself and Colonel Trimble. It
was in all respects becoming a good soldier. The other officers were away at such
X)oints that I could see nothing of them.

Answer.

I

Question. Hid you see either of the officers mentioned during those
two engagements, Sunday night and Monday morning ?
Answer. I saw you and Colonel Trimble in the heaviest
between my battery and the enemy.

By

Court
Ho you know what loss

the

Question.

Question.
I

Question.
Answer.

Answer.
lines.

loss did

men

slightly

enemy

in

suffered there

my

killed

and wounded

comx)any ; that was

been in service
fire

?

all.

?

war on the 23d of April, a year

did your artillery

?

but was unsuccessful.

you sustain in
wounded

How long have you
What

the

effort to learn,

I entered the service in this

Question.
batteries

3

made an

I

What

had

to the front, rather

:

Answer. I do not.

Answer.

fire

at mostly here

;

ago.

at

men

or at

?
I

had two of

my

guns directly on the batteries, and four in use on their
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?

Answer. They were to the front and right, the three that I worked on. The batteries to my left were a little out of my range.
Captain Potts was between me and
tliem, and he attended to them.

By

White

General

:

Were their batteries, in your judgment, sufficient in number
their positions such as to enfilade our lines upon Bolivar Heights,
also to deliver a flanking fire on both our flanks ?

Question.

and
and

Answer. Yes,

By

sir

that

;

my view

is

of it.

Judge -Advocate

the

:

Question. Do you know why it was that the supply of ammunition
was so short at Harper^s Ferry ?
Answer. I do not

By

that

;

is

a question I could not answer.

Court
Had requisitions ever been made by you previously for sup-

the

:

Question.
plies of ammunition
Answer. No,

Question.

I

sir.

f

came there with a

How many

rounds

full

supply for

my

battery.

?

Answer. I had 600 rounds. I came with a six-gun 24-pounder howitzer battery, and
I came there I inquired for ammuI came there with 100 rounds to the gun.
nition, and was told there was a plenty there.
it became short I made inquiries I made a personal inspection, and was told there was none.

When

When

—

Question. Did you ever

make an ammunition

return to the ordnance

officer ?

Answer.

By

I

made

General

Question.

Question.

White

:

You say you made a

Answer. Yes,

sir

;

at the

wagons

Did you expend

Answer. Yes,

By

several ammunition returns there.

the

sir

;

personal inspection for ammunition

1

that were to supply us.
all

those GOO rounds at that siege

with the exception of the canister.

Court

:

Question. Do you know that any of the
during the siege of Harper’s Ferry ?

enemy were killed or wounded

Answer. I was told by some of their own men, whom I was in conversation with, tliat
they were cut up tolerably badly on the front. We were not allowed to go out on
the grounds to see anything.

Question.

your own

Did you ever ask any
on the enemy ?

intelligent officer as to the effect of

fire

They told me that
sir ; I conversed with several in relation to it.
to be taken if it cost a thousand lives ; that they had two brigades in
line to charge it at the time of the surrender ; we could see their lines very distinctly.
Answer. Yes,

my

battery

By

had

General

Question.

Was

White
it

:

two brigades or two divisions

?

Answer. Two brigades, I understood; it might have been two divisions. Iwouldsay
in relation to whom I received my orders from, that until Sunday afternoon and Monday
morning 1 received them from Colonel Miles. I said also that I had a six-gun battery.
I had two guns brought up
after I had expended the ammunition for two of the guns,
I had two Parrott guns brought up.
I had six guns at work all the time.
;

:

CiiAr.
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Capt.

Benjamin

G53

F. Potts, called by General White,

and sworn and

examined as follows

By General White
Question.

What

:

position do

you hold

in the military service

Answer. I have been eommanding a battery of light artillery for the
mouths— about three months.

Question.

Were you

Answer. Yes,

Question.
Hill,

?

last three

present at Ilarper^s Ferry during the siege

?

sir.

Your guns were located a portion of the time on Camp

were they not ?

Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. Operating against Maryland Heights
Answer. Yes,

Question.

Maryland and

;

Were you

Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir

also

?

Loudoun Heights.

subsequently removed to the front*?

sir.

By whose

order

?

Answer. By your order.

Question.

What day was

that

?

Answer. On the evening of Sunday.

Question.

Were you

Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir

I

;

Who

there the next morning during the engagement?

was there

until after the surrender.

was

command

in

there that morning

—in

general

command ?
Answer. You wore there, the only person

I

saw

in

eommand.

Hid you observe how much artillery the enemy appeared
have at work that morning how many batteries ?

Question.
to

—

Answer. Seven batteries was wha.t I counted in front and on Loudoun Heights.
There was another battery on Maryland Heights, making eight batteries in all that
is

my

;

recollection.

Question.
direetions

Who located your battery

where

it

Answer. You gave

Question.

Who

should be plaeed

me

that morning

?

Who

gave you

?

the directions on Sunday night about dark.

directed

you

to

open

fire

that morning?

Answer. You did.

Question.

Did

Answer. Yes,

Question.
ing ?
Answer.

you where

What was

I did

Question.

I tell

to fire?

sir.

the result of the engagement on Sunday even-

not do any firing on Sunday evening.

What was

the general result of the engagement ?

Answer. The enemy was repulsed— our troops were repulsed, as I understood it.
As far as I know, I believe it was an infantry engagement, although there was some
artillery out there.

Question.

What

time did you get there ?

Answer. About dark.
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engagement ?

close of the

as they were

W. VA.,

,

coming back.

On Monday morning, at the time you were ordered to cease
what amount of ammunition had you on hand, and what was its
character and class ?
Question.

firing,

Answer. I had not anything on hand, except about 12 rounds to the gun of canister.

Question.

Had you

Answer. Yes,

Question.

applied for further ammunition

What was

the reply you got ?

Answer. That there was no ammunition of that

Question. Had you expended
ordered to cease firing
Answer. Yes,

?

sir.

sir,

and had

my guns

caliber.

your shell at the time you were

all

charged with canister at the time.

Question. Have you been in other engagements
Answer. Yes,

sir.

What was

the character of the fire that morning compared
with what you have seen in other engagements
Question.

Answer.

It

Question.
that siege ?

I have seen during my term of service.
About how much ammunition had you expended during

was the heaviest engagement

Answer. I had drawn 1,000 rounds from the arsenal, and I expended
I had left, about 12 rounds to the gun.

the siege, except the canister

it oil

during

;

Question. Had you been an infantry officer before you took charge of
battery ?

tha,t

Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. What is your opinion of the practicability of handling infantry under the fire of the enemy^s guns that morning, that is, the
amount of infantry we had, against what the enemy had in front of
us, with any reasonable prospect of repulsing an attack
I do not think, with the force
could have repulsed them at all.

Answer.
that

we

Question.

the

fire

of the enemy’s guns,

Do you know where

in line of battle that they

the enemy’s artillery
Answer. I

we had under

know

infantry could have have been placed
would not have been very badly cut up by

fire ?

of no place on the

left

of where I

was posted,

to the left of the

pike and on the ridge.

By

the

(Question.

Court

:

How far from

the front were you ?

Answer. I had two of my pieces planted right on the pike on the top of the height,
and the others of my pieces were below.

Question.

To

Answer. Yes,

By

the east and toward the river

General

Question.
what time ?

?

sir.

White

With what

:

force did

you arrive at Harper’s Ferry, and at

Answer. With General White’s force from Winchester on the evening of the 3d of
September.
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At what did you

the

Question.
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:

fire ?

Answer. When ordered to do so, I fired on Maryland Heights and on
Heights, whenever there was any appearance of the enemy.

At men

Question.

or at batteries

Answer. Part of the time

we

?

men; we could

fired at

Loudoun

see

some of them occasion-

ally.

Question.

What was

the character of your pieces

Answer. Four of my pieces were 3-inch

rifles

?

the other two were light 12-pounder8,

;

smooth-bore.

Question.

What was

the distance of your battery from Maryland

Heights
merely guess.
;
to the batteries.

Answer. I can hardly state

was

think, from where I

It

must have been 2,500 yards,

I

should

Question. What was the difference of elevation between your position
and Maryland Heights the position you fired at ?
Answer. My battery was planted on Camp Hill.
Question. How much higher were the Maryland Heights than your
position
You have given the distance now, what was the difference

—

;

of elevation
Answer.

I

?

could not

Question.

Was

Answer. Yes,

Question.
Answer.

I

tell

it

sir, it

exactly.

100 feet or 200 feet

j

was

it

very material?

was material.

About how much

?

should think 100 feet or more.

Question. Hid your shot reach the top of Maryland Heights
Answer. Yes,

sir

I

;

Question. Could you see
Answer. Yes, sir
toward the river.
front,

?

think they did.
?

their battery was planted to the left of Maryland Heights, down
It was not so far as it would be on to Maryland Heights, right in

;

where I was.

Question.

On the

slope, not

on the high ground?

Answer. On the slope, just below the high gi-ound.

Question. That was what you were firing at, was
Answer. Yes,

By

and then

General

Question.

You

Answer. Yes,

By

sir;

White

men

we

it ?

could see them at different places.

:

shelled the

woods generally

?

sir.

:

Answer. Three wounded, only slightly

Question.

as

Court
How many did you lose in your battery, killed and wounded ?

the

Question.

I fired at

Had you any means

;

none

killed.

of ascertaining

what the enemy’s

loss

was?
Answer. I had none ; only what I learned from different sources ; some of the artillery officers of the Confederate army told me their loss was considerable ; that is all I
know about it. They did not give me any definite idea about it.

!
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:

Question. To what regiment were you attached before ?
Answer. To the Thirty-second Ohio.

Question.

my regiment

To

Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. Did you, before this battle of Harper’s Ferry, ever receive
an order permanently detaching you from that regiment
Answer. No, sir I never have yet received that order. I was detached by General
but have not yet received the order permanently detaching me.
;

Piatt,

Question. When the order came to me, from Colonel Miles, to occupy
Maryland Heights with my entire regiment, do you remember a conversation taking idace between you and myself with regard to my duty in
the premises as regarded ordering you there
Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. State to the court what the conclusion was.
Answer. You stated to me that you had been ordered to take command of Maryland
Heights, and wished me to take my battery and go along, inasmuch as you thought
I still belonged to your regiment.

Question. Did I speak of the necessity of having the battery
Answer. Yes,

you said you thought

sir;

it

absolutely necessary to have the battery

go along.

Question. Did you go along
Answer. Yes,

sir

;

to the foot of the heights,

Question.

I

went with the regiment across the river and across the caual and

I

when

Colonel Miles ordered

me

back.

Did he administer any reproof to you

for going there

Answer. No, sir he had not then attached me to any brigade.
me to the Second Brigade, and afterward put me on the reserve.
;

Question.

Were you

Answer. Yes,

Question.

afterward on Maryland Heights?

Did you hear me

at

any time express

;

there, but

at not

you expressed your earnest wish to

Did you not hear me express
sir.

my anxiety

?

Answer. Yes, sir I never saw you
have the battery there.

Question.

assigned

sir.

having you there

Answer. Yes,

He then

It

was on Sunday that

I

my anxiety on the hill

was

first

over there.

I

there ?

was over there

several times afterward.

Question. Upon talking to you, after looking around there, did 1 not
say that I must, of necessity, be overwhelmed there unless Colonel
Miles would order you there ?
Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir.

What was

Answer. Upon examining

your opinion ?
all

the points there, I thought

it

was necessary

to

have a

battery there.

By

Court
Do you recollect what

the

Question.

firing at this battery

Answer.

I

;

elevation

on Maryland Heights

do not recollect now,

?

you gave your

i^ieces in
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Question. What elevation do yon give your pieces usually in firing
on a horizontal range at the distance of a mile, or from 1,500 to 2,500
yards ?
Answer. About 4° is what we used.

You do

Question.
Answer. No,
lect

now what

Answer. Yes,

I

?

do not recol-

was.

it

Was

Question.

not recollect what elevation you gave them there

There were so many changes during the day that

sir.

sir;

the enemy^s

fire

of artillery on

you constantly

during Sunday.

Question. All day Sunday?
Answer. No, sir; not all day. I do not recollect now just at what time the enemy’s
opened on Sunday, but from the time they did open fire which I think was about
little earlier than that
it was a constant fire the whole afternoon

fire

—

—

noon, probably a
until dark.

Question. Did this

fire

seem

By

White

General

on your battery ?
Camp Hill also. Our two

to be concentrated

Answer. Yes, sir; Captain Graham’s battery was on
batteries were close together.
:

Question. Do you remember that, prior to the establishment of the
enemy’s battery on Maryland Heights, while you were on Camp Hill, I
came there and directed you not to fire away ammunition unless you
saw men or a battery to fire at ?
Answer. Yes,

sir; I recollect

that distinctly

;

it

was on Sunday morning

—Sunday

forenoon.

By

Court
What other engagements have you

the

Question.

:

been in

?

Answer. I was in the engagement at McDowell, Va. at Cross Keys; I was in the
engagement at Greenbrier last fall, but I was in the infantry service then.
;

Lieut.

Martin McMartin,

and examined as follows

By

the

Judge-Advocate

What

Question.

called

is

by the Government, and sworn

:

:

your position in the military service?

Answer. Quartermaster of the One hundred and fifteenth

At what

Question.

Ferry?
Answer. On Saturday

New York

Volunteers..

point were you serving during the siege of Har-

per’s

had charge of the

I

was on Maryland Heights
and baggage train.

;

on Sunday

I

was

in

camp and

^irovision

Question. Were you on Maryland Heights during the engagement
that took place there?
Answer. Yes,

sir; I

was there

I

think about 11 o’clock.

Did you observe the conduct
twenty-sixtli New York there ?
Question.

Answer.

I

did not.

Question.
Answer.

42

I

R

Was

Colonel Miles there?

did not see him there.

R— VOL

XIX,

PT

I

of the

One hundred and
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:

Question. Did you notice any instances of misconduct on the part
of any troops there ?
Answer. No,

sir

;

none at

all.

Question. No straggling on the part of the
sixth Eegiment ?

One hundred and twenty-

Answer. None whatever; in fact, I did not see the One hundred and twenty-sixth
Regiment while they were on the heights.

By

Judge-Advocate

the

:

Question. Have you any judgment at all as to the necessity that
existed for evacuating those heights at that time*?
Answer. Very little. I should suppose
on the heights at the time.

it

would depend upon the number of the

forces

Question.

You were subsequently on

the Harper’s Ferry side of the

river?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. Have you any knowledge of prisoners being paroled during
the siege, or immediately preceding it, and passing out through our
lines

?

Answer. None whatever.

Question. Have you any judgment as to the necessity of the surrender
of Harper’s Ferry when it occurred ?
Answer. No,

sir

;

I

Question. That

cannot say that I have.
is

exactly what

Yes, I

have a judgment of my own.

we meant.

Answer. I do not regard myself as competent to give an opinion on military matters; but at the time, in my opinion, it was unnecessary, and I so expressed myself.

By

Court
Do you mean that it was unnecessary to surrender Harper’s

the

Question.

:

Ferry after the Maryland Heights had been given up
sir.
I think it was necessary then.
abandonment of Maryland Heights. After that,

Answer. O, no,
to the

I

I

?

was speaking in reference
it was very proper to

think

surrender.

Question. Then the abandonment of Maryland Heights you think
was uncalled for at the time ?
Answer. I believed so at the time, because I saw no forces there, and I had no evidence that there was a large number of the enemy’s troops on the hill.

Have you any knowledge of anything connected with the
conduct of Colonel Miles, or of the four officers under arrest. General White, Colonel Ford, Colonel D’Utassy, and Colonel Trimble 5 do
you know anything connected with their conduct on the occasion that
struck you as in any respect deficient in military conduct in their duties
in regard to the defense of that place ?
Question.

official

Answer. Do you mean on the day of the surrender, or during either of the engagements there ?

Question. During the siege, from the time the place was invested by
the enemy, or a few days previous.
Answer. All I can say in relation to that is, that I supposed that Colonel Miles, on
a requisition that I made to him for arms, the day before, I think, or two days before
the surrender, should have seen that we had arms. I presented a reqnisition to him
and told him that the nipples of many of the guns were broken. \ He refused to sign
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the requisition, or rather he approved the requisition I presented to him, but discovered it was not in form. I had before understood him that I must get the colooel
commanding the brigade, instead of himself, to approve it. But on taking it to the
ordnance officer, I found that he would not issue them without Colonel Miles’ signaAt first he
ture. I went to* Colonel Miles and asked him to approve the requisition.
did approve it, and then discovered Colonel D’Utassy’s name on the requisition, and
threw it back to me, and ordered Colonel D’Utassy to make an official report as to
why one-half of the regiment had been disarmed. I had taken the old arms down
on getting Colonel D’Utassy’s approval, supposing that was right, and turned them
I thought Colonel Miles should have seen that the men had their
in to the arsenal.
arms.

You

Question.

are speaking of the

One hundred and

fifteenth Kegi-

ment?
Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir.

What had

you, as quartermaster, to do with that?

Answer. I signed the requisition for the arms.

What had ycu to do with it ? How did the requisition
What had you to do with a requisition for arms in your

Question.

you?
regiment?

come

to

Answer.

I

made the

requisition,

By whose

Question.

By the

approved by the colonel.

order?

order of the colonel of the regiment.

I presented it to the colonel
It was according to the order of Colonel
should be done in that way. He stated that he would sign no requisition
whatever. He, however, probably intended to except a requisition for arms there
may be a misunderstanding about that, though. However, as he did at first approve
the order before he threw it back to me, I went and got the arms.

Answer.

commanding the brigade, and he approved it.

Miles that

it

;

What day was

Question.

that?

Answer. I think that it was the same day a portion of our regiment was sent up on
Maryland Heights two companies, I believe.
;

Question. Why did the colonel of your regiment postpone until that
time the getting of the arms?
Answer. That

Question.

I

cannot say.

Were they without

arms, or was

it

to replace defective

arms?
Answer. To replace defective arms.

Question. I understand you to say the old ones were turned
you got any others ?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

And

Question.

in before

a portion of your regiment was then

left

without

arms?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. What
the regiment?
Answer. That

— about half of

my recollection that we got about 500.
long had they been that way ?
j

I guess for

two or three weeks

Question. Did you

make any

;

-

You

got the arms

?

the arms we ever had had.
arms before ?
when we were at Charlestown,

they were

all

requisition for

Answer. There had been one made by the colonel
and I think ho received some then.

Question.

defective

How

Question.
Answer.

is

number do you say were'

—
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Answer. Yes, sir on this requisition, altliongli I suppose Colonel Miles did not
I got them, as he threw hack the requisition to mo after approving it.
;

know

Question. That is the only matter you remember as connected with
the service there %

—

Answer. At the time I went on Maryland Heights it was about 11 o’clock, I think
took two provision wagons I was ordered to take provisions for two days. I got
there, and not knowing exactly where the provision train should be placed, I called
at Colonel Ford’s headquarters and inquired there. There was some person in charge
there (it was not Colonel Ford), who told me that there were some 30,01)0 of the enemy’s
troops on the heights.
I

;

Question.

When was

that

?

Answer. During the engagement on Saturday.

Question.

Who told you this %

Answer. Some one at the headquarters of Colonel Ford

;

I

do not know who he

was.

Question.

Was

he an

officer

%

Answer. I supposed he was. I understood him that the firing would he kept up for
the purpose of enabling the train to get down the hill, and I think some half an hour
after that either that person or some other in the headquarters there sent an order,
inquiring of me the name of Colonel Sammon sent an order to retire, as I supposed
;

it

was.

Question. So you returned with the stores
I

?

Answer. I left them in charge of a sergeant and joined my regiment in the woods.
think about a half an hour after I joined them the order came to retire.

Question.
retiring

At

that time you saw no enemy, and saw no necessity for

?

Answer. No,

Question.

sir

;

saw no enemy.

I

Was

there any firing going on at that time

Answer. Very

little

Question. I

mean

Answer. No,

sir

that, before I got

;

;

?

there was firing of artillery.

infantry firing.

very

little

up on the

;

occasionally a shot.

There had been, previous to

hill.

Question. That is all you think material in answer to the question in
reference to the officers named %
Answer. That

is all.

Question. Do you know what amount of commissary stores were on
at the time of the surrender %

hand
I

sir; I

do not.

Colonel

Ford

Answer. No,
do not know.

By

There was sugar,

tea, coffee,

some bacon

—what amount

:

Question. Will you show the court here [making a diagram of the
heights on paper] where you were stationed ?
Answer. [The witness explained on the diagram.]

Question.

Do you know what force the enemy had upon the mountain %

Answer. No,

sir.

Question.

Do you know what

Answer.

Question.
Answer,

I

force they

had

in the valley?

do not.

I

Do you know what

know some

of them.

force

we had on Maryland Heights

?

:
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Do you know

Question.
Answer. No,

was not

I

Answer.

was pointed out

Answer.

was up where

I

to

me

Were you upon

Question.

first fight

was

the lookout was

I

j

did not go to

the mountain at

the forces

were

;

Answer.

all

during that day

not on the crest of the

Answer.

A

?

hill.

?

did not see at

all

during that time the troops breaking

?

I did

not see anything of that.

How

Question.

?

it.

sir.

You

Question.

and running

?

was 1

little fortification

Question. Xot up to any other forces but yours
Answer. No,

morning

in the

there.

Do you know where

It

?

present.

w as not

I

Question.

position

2,500 or 3,000.

the

Do you know where the

Question.
Answer.

we had about

Do you know where

Question.
Answer.

sir; I tliink

number and

their
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long have you been in the service

?

month, perhaps.

Question. After saying that you do not know the force of the enemy,
or the position of the Federal forces, or anything about the troops running, do you undertake to say it was not necessary to abandon tlie
liei gilts ?

Answer. No,

Question.
Answer.

I

sir.

What

did you understand about

understood

I

was

to give

it %

an opinion from the very limited means

I

had

of forming one.

Question.
Answer.

Do you

not think you had the means of forming one

I stated distinctly

?

that I did not think I was competent to give an opinion.

Capt. John H. Graham, called by General White, and sworn and
examined as follows

By

White

General

Question.

What

Answer. Captain,

:

your position in the military service ?
Company A, Fifth Artillery, New York Volunteers.
is

Question. Did you

command

a battery during the siege of Harper’s

Ferry ?
Answer. I commanded a company of heavy artillery
some light guns, not, strictly speaking, a battery.

Question.
Answer.

Was

A portion

Question.

At

it

of

not a
it,

field battery, or

yes,

;

that

is, I

had the command of

a portion of

it'?

sir.

the time of the surrender, on Monday, the 15th, what
for your guns, and of what class ?

ammunition had you on hand

Answer. For the whole it would he difficult for me to say. My company was
divided in live different places. I had command of two guns, myself, on Bolivar Heights.

Question.

Of what

caliber?

Answer. One 20-pounder Parrott gun and one light 12-pounder.
I

had some

solid shot for the 20-pounder,

and percussion

shell.

I

For those guns
had all kinds of

;
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went down

your guns, or for

Answer. For those two.

You had sufficient ammunition to last how long how many

Question.

5

rounds altogether
Answer.

I

?

cannot say that exactly

I

;

had considerable.

Question. Solid shot and percussion shell
Answer. Yes,

No

Question.

?

sir.

fuses?

Answer. No long
been using.

I

fuses.

had short

plenty of tiiem, but not such as

fuses,

I

had

Question. Had you anything on hand at that time hut solid shot that
could have been used at long range ?
Answer.

I

had

j)ercussion shell.

I

Question. For the two guns
Answer. Yes,

sir

for I

;

had probably 100 rounds altogether of all kinds.

?

had been down and brought

uj)

some from the Ferry.

Question. Were you in a position where you had an opportunity to
observe the enemy’s forces, their infantry, cavalry, &c., prior to the surrender ?
I could see where they said they were, but
saw where they opened their batteries.

Answer.
trees.

I

I

could not see them for the

Question. How many batteries do you recollect that they had in posiand operation on Monday morning ?

tion

Answer. There was one on Maryland Heights, and I think two on Loudoun Heights
one on the Shepherdstown road, and either one or two, I do not know which, over to

my left,

toward the Shenandoah River.

Question. Beyond the Shenandoah
Answer.

I

?

know whether they were beyond

do not

or not.

Question. Do you know of a battery directly in front of Captain Eigby,
on the prolongation of the heights ?
Answer. That

is

the one I mean, right off in that direction.

Question. Do you know of one east of the Shenandoah, On the plateau
at the foot of the heights ?
Answer. I do not
Harper’s Ferry side.

Question.

Do you know

Answer. Yes,

town

know whether

sir;

but

I

that was on the other side of the river or on the

that there was a battery there

?

was engaged with the battery over toward the Shepherds-

road.

Question. Do you know of one between the Shepherdstown road and
the Charlestown road ?
Answer. Only one battery.

Question.

On

Answer. Yes,

sir,

the Charlestown road

?

just in the woods, close by, between Halltown

and the Potomac.

Question. Did the fire from these batteries pretty generally enfilade
and flank all our positions ?
Answer.

I

do not think they did, the whole of them.

:
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Question. Did you see that battery directly in front of Captain
Eigby^s ?
Answer.

me

He was away on

the other end to the extreme

left,

and

it

was

difficult for

to see.

Was

Question.

there a battery there that enfiladed our line?

The battery that I say I do not know whether it
not, that enfiladed the hill up, say, half-way.

Answer. Yes,

Shenandoah or

sir.

was beyond the

Question. Taking from Maryland Heights around by the way of
so on around to the Charlestown road, was not
their fire delivered from nearly all points of the compass upon us ?

Loudoun Heights, and
Answer. Yes,

By

sir.

the

Court

:

Question. Please state your loss,
ing the siege of Harper’s Ferry.

if

any, in killed and wounded, dur-

Answer. None.

Question. Did the percussion shells you used explode or not
Answer.

I

watched them very

How many

Question.
Answer.

I fired

Question.

closely to see if they did,

did you

and

I

?

saw none explode.

fire ?

some on Sunday and some on Saturday.

How many

in all

?

Answer. Some twenty or thirty, I think perhaps more than that. I did not keep
any account. We were firing all the while. When we got out of long fuses we took
those and I tried some on Saturday before I got out of long fuses. If they had
exploded I think I should have seen them.
;

;

Whose make were

Question.

those shells

?

Answer. Schenkl’s.

What do you mean by

Question.
Answer. No,

sir

paper fuses

You mean

Question.

Answer. Yes,

By

;

;

long fuses

—wooden fuses

long-time fuses

?

sir.

White

General

^

:

Question. Those percussion shells were of very
shells

?

twenty seconds.

little

use to you as

?

Answer. Very little use as I could
exploded none of mine did.

see.

Colonel Ford said he fired some and they

;

By the Court
Question.
Answer.

I

How

do not

Question.

You

them

know how

also,

?

long they had them in the arsenal.

got them from the arsenal?

I had them perhaps two weeks.
and he said they did not explode.

Answer. Yes,
of

:

long had you those shells on hand

sir.

My orderly sergeant fired some

Capt. J. C. H. VON Sehlen, called by General White, and sworn and
examined as follows

By

General

Question.
Answer.

I

What

am

White

:

position do

you hold

captain of Battery No.

15,

in the

United States service?

Indiana Volunteers.

:
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at the siege of Harper’s Ferry with that battery?

sir.

Question. At the time of the surrender, on Monday, the 15th, how
much ammunition had you on hand foi all your guns, and of what
class

?

Answer. I cannot say the exact amount. I had been firing a great part of Saturday and on Sunday a part of my guns, and on Monday morning I kept up a very
with all my guns. A part of my ammunition was blown up on Saturday
I could not say what amount.

lively fire

;

Question.

What was

that you had left

?

Answer. Mostly shrapnel.

By

the

Question.

Court

:

How much

ammunition did you

by the explosion

lose

?

Answer. About 100 rounds.

Question. What was your loss in killed and
of Harper’s Ferry ?

wounded during the

siege

Answer. One of my gunners and one private were wounded by the explosion of the
and one of the officers’ servants was struck in the leg by a piece of shell.

limber,

That was

all

By

the casualties I had.

Question.
Answer.

White

General

On

What

By

%
I

road.

Court
What caused

the

:

this limber to

A shell of the enemy struck into it
The Commission then adjourned to 11
Answer.

;

explode ?
shell

a.

from Maryland Heights.

m. on Monday next.

Washington, D.
The Commission met pursuant
*

*

Monday morning, when

the right-center of Bolivar Heights, except

was down the Shepherdstown

Question.

:

part of the line were you on

#

#

C., October 13, 1862.

to adjournment.
*

*

#

meeting were then read and approved. The
judge-advocate informed the Commission that the Secretary of War
directs that the Commission also investigate and report upon the evacuation of Winchester by General White.*
Dr. Benjamin B. Miles appeared in attendance upon the sessions of
the Commission as the representative of his father, the late Col. H. S.
Miles, and was sworn to secrecy.
At the request of General White, Capt. Henry Curtis, jr., and Lieut.
Henry M. Binney were admitted to the room, sworn to secrecy, and
authorized to make a copy of the testimony taken in this case, for pur.

The minutes of th^

last

poses of defense only.
Lieut. Charles G. Bacon, called by Colonel H’Htassy, and sworn
and examined as follows

By
•

Colonel

Question.

D’Htassy

What

is

:

your position in the United States service

?

Answer. I am first lieutenant of your regiment. At the time you were commanding
the First Brigade at Harper’s Ferry, I was acting assistant adjutant-general.
*

See Series

I,

Vol. XII, Bart

11, p.

7C7.

..

—
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Question. What do you know about the offer I made to cut our way
through before the surrender of Harper’s Ferry
Answer. On several occasions I heard you suggest that it could be done. In conversation, I think, with Colonel Cameron, Captain Phillips, and Captain Von Sehlen

my impression is that it was on Sunday night

that you had a conversation with those
gentlemen—you suggested that the thing was possible. My impression is that
some person — one of those three — was sent either to General White or to Colonel
Miles, bearing a proposition of that character. Whether they saw them or not I do
not know.
three

Question. After tbe evacuation of Maryland Heights, did I propose
and what happened after that ? What orders

to retake the heights,
did I give ^

Answer. You said you thought the heights could be retaken, and, in order to prove
that, yourequested authority to send overto the heights, which you did. You received
the authority, and sent over two companies from your own regiment and two from the
Sixty-fifth Illinois.

Question.
Answer.

By whom were

By Major Wood,

they commanded

%

of the Sixty-fifth Illinois.

Question. Hid you go over yourself!
Answer.

I did.

What

Question.

did you bring over from there

Answer. We brought four brass
sons, and a tumbrel.

field pieces

—

I

!

do not know their weight— four cais-

Any ammunition and gunpowder!

Question.

Answer. Yes, sir a wagon-load, as much as we could bring away.
more wagons, we could have brought away a great deal more that was
;

What

Question.

Monday

Had we had
left.

enabled us to continue the fighting Sunday and

!

Answer. The ammunition brought over in that wagon. We got some 100 pairs of
drawers from the One hundred and fifteenth Regiment, sent down by the quartermaster; you got tailors from various regiments of your brigade, and the powder in
that wagon for the 11-inch Parrott guns on the heights was manufactured into cartridges for the 12-xiounders, on our extreme right, commanded by Captain Graham, I
believe.

Question. Ho you know of orders that I gave during the latter part
of the siege, before the surrender, as to what we would do !
Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. State as briefly as you can their contents.
Answer. Immediately after the surrender you gave orders that everything should
be done and conducted in an orderly manner that the arms should be stacked, saying
that, as we had to surrender, the best thing we could do was to behave in an honorable
and gentlemanly manner.
;

Question. I
Answer.

I

mean

before that General Orders, Ko. 15.

do not recollect

Question. It was

it.

when we supposed we would be attacked at the night

time.
Answer. You ordered the men to fight the best they could.

You have the

original

of that order here, I think.

Question.

Where had I been during the whole fight, and when the
when they broke on Sunday, what did 1 do with

regiment broke up

them

j

!

Answer. You reformed
both batteries.

it

and marched

it

to the top of the hill,

under the

fire

of
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Do you remember who dislocated tbe two guns on Loudoun

Heights which were planted there the

first

time

?

Answer. Captain Von Sehlen.

command w as

Question. Under whose
Sehlen ?

that battery of Captain

Yon

Answer. In yours, in the center of your brigade.
in

Question. Do you
my brigade
Answer. No,

sir

,*

know about how many wounded and

killed

we had

cannot say exactly.

I

Question. Approximately

?

My impression is, not more than 20.
Question. How many wounded

Answer.

Answer.

and

killed.

I couldnot tell ; I could not discriminate; when
I suppose that would cover the whole loss in

Isay 20, Imean wounded
your brigade that is my
;

impression.

Question. When General Branch offered to parole
conditions did he make, and what was my reply ?

my command what

Answer. As we walked toward the head of your regiment, General Branch, yourMr. Kent, Mr. Parker, and myself, General Branch said, “Colonel D’Utassy, I
presume you place the same construction upon this parole that I do?” You said,
“ What is that ? ” He said, “I think that you are not to go into a camp of instruction that you are not to drill.” Said you, “No, sir; I understand nothing of the
kind, and I will put an example. Suppose we are to be sent against the Indians in the
Northwest.” You turned to Colonel Segoine, of the One hundred and eleventh, and he
put the same case that you did, and used the same remarks that you did, and you declined
being paroled on that understanding or construction of the articles of capitulation. Ho
then agreed to refer the matter to General A. P. Hill, and see if he put the same construction upon the articles of capitulation that he did. This was about dusk, and I
was to call at 9 o’clock that night and receive his answer. I did so, and General
Branch told me that General Hill entertained the same view of the subject that he did,
and he must decline to parole you, except upon those conditions. I reported that to
you, and you declined peremi)torily receiving or entertaining any such proposition,
and I believe ordered the troops to fall in the next morning at an early hour. General Branch said he would be there at 8 o’clock.
self,

;

Question.

Did

I

save the flags of the different regiments

?

You
I believe they are all here now in your possession.
ordered the flags of the First Brigade to be all brought to your quarters immediately
after the surrender.
spent some time taking them from the staff’s, and they were
put in your trunk, I believe.
Answer. Yes,

sir;

and

We

Question. Do you know I opposed a surrender as long as I had a
chance of fighting our way through ?
Answer. I understood you did. I was not present at the council of war, but I
always understood that you agreed to the surrender only upon the understanding that
the ammunition was entirely out. Everybody in your brigade supposed that was the
way you acted.

Question. Did you not make a statement to General Tyler, and what
became of that statement ?
Answer. I wrote a statement of that interview between General Branch and yourat General Tyler’s suggestion, at Annapolis. He indorsed, it and my impression is
that he forwarded it to the Adjutant-General. Relative to that General Orders, No.
15, that you Speak of, I have forgotten its number and purport, except I know it was
intended to encourage the men and officers.
self,

By

General

White

:

You say you brought away a wagon-load of ammunition
from Maryland Heights, and could have brought much more ?
Question.

Answer. Yes,

sir.
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there any long-range ammunition over there

not sufficiently versed in matters of artillery to

be able to

tell.

There

was a large quantity of various kinds of ammunition over there it seemed to me of
four or live different kinds. There was ammunition for brass field pieces, for those
large guns over there, the rifled guns, and for the shell guns. Shot was in those naval
canisters, lead tanks or zinc tanks. We brought away four or five of those full, and
;

a great

many

loose cartridges

Question.

And you

—large cartridges.

think a large quantity in addition might have
proper attention had been given to it f

been brought away, if
Answer. I know it could.

By

the

Question.

Court

:

How many

wagon-loads more

?

—

Answer. I think we could have filled two more wagons two-horse wagons.
seemed to be one of those Sibley tents full of all kinds of ammunition.

By

the Judge- Advocate

Question.

Was

There

:

anything said to anybody on the subject, that you

know ?
Answer. I reported it to the colonel, but he said he had no authority to do anyA very short time after we came back the firing was commenced from Maryland Heights. A gun was opened not more than 200 yards from where we had been.

thing.

By

White
By whom ?

General

Question.

:

Answer. By the enemy, in a notch in the trees there, by the observatory.

Question.

How much

for the brass guns
tion left there ?

of this ammunition do you suppose was suited
and how much for the naval battery the ammuni-

—

Answer. I could not say.

Question. Did you not bring
the brass guns ?

away the most

of the ammunition for

Answer. I do not know as we made any distinction we loaded with great rapidity,
and took what came to hand first.
;

Question.
large guns ?
Answer.

What was

We

Question.

your object in bringing away the shell for those

brought away no

shell.

What ammunition

did you bring

away

'

Answer. Cartridges.

Question.

Powder only?

Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. And you mean that the ammunition brought over, which
was subsequently used in the defense of Harper’s Perry, was powder ?
Answer. Yes, sir. In relation to the ammunition for the brass guns, I would say
we brought away all that was in the limber. I opened one of them and they
were pptially filled. The brass guns themselves were spiked. Captain Hollinde,
the senior captain of our two companies that went over, made the request that those
guns might be delivered to him, that he might use them as a battery. He is an old
Prussian artillery officer, and felt some little desire to use them in that way. He said
he could unspike them and use them. I do not know as there was any action taken
on that matter at all.

that

By

Colonel D’Htassy:

Question. Do you remember that on Sunday, when we heard firing on
the other side, a report spread that relief was coming ?
Answer. Yes,

sir.
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giving orders to the batteries to

bitch their horses up, and they did so
Answer.

I believe so.

They were not taken up on the

hill,

hut retained in the val-

out of range.

ley,

Do you know what

Question.

I said to Colonel Miles as to

what

I

wanted to do
Answer. No, sir; I was not with you when you saw Colonel Miles that day.
tenant Parker was with you when you saw Colonel Miles that day.

By

Lieu-

Court
You speak

the

:

of two pieces of the enemy^s battery on Loudoun Heights being dismounted by the battery. How do you know

Question.

that

?

Answer. They said so when they came over. Two officers came over to examine
the battery they said they wanted to see the battery that dismounted their pieces.
They told some very exaggerated stories as to the number of men killed and wounded
;

by that battery.

Question. Did you bring from Maryland Heights all the guns there?
Answer. No,

down and

sir;

we brought

their carriages all

Was

Question.
there?

over

all

hacked to

that were mounted; the others were thrown

pieces.

the ammunition you did not bring

away destroyed

or

left

Answer.

It

was left

there.

Question. Do you know, of your own knowledge, that there was a
single individual of the enemy’s army killed or wounded during the
siege of Harper’s Ferry ?
Answer.

I did

not see a single one.

All I

know

is

what was

told

me by

their

offi-

cers afterward.

Question. I want what you

know

of your

own knowledge.

did not go beyond what had been our own position, exceiit
to cross in the direction of Sandy Hook, at which there was no firing.

Answer. No,

Question.

sir; for I

How

long after the evacuation of Maryland Heights did

you go over there?
Answer. About twenty-four hours.

Question.

Was

there any evidence of the

enemy being there then

?

Answer. As I passed through Camp Hill, Major Wood suggested that I should go
to several batteries on Camp Hill, and caution them not to fire, as they might fire on
us.
As I did so I saw some horsemen near where had been Colonel Ford’s headquarters.
Captain Potts planted a shell very near them and they went away. That

was

just before

Question.

we went

across.

What was

was

Camp Hill, where Captain
Maryland Heights, where that battery

the distance from

Potts’ battery was, to the top of
?

I could not say; it appeared to be in easy range.
him, that he would cover us.

Answer.
I left

Question. Did you see any

Captain Potts

said, as

enemy there?

Answer. As we crossed the pontoon bridge I saw some on the road that passes along
the crest, and Major Wood left a half a company, or a platoon, at the road at the foot
of the hill the road which goes around to Sandy Hook so as to cover our retreat.

—

By

General

—

White

:

Question. Did you get any information in regard to the strength of
the enemy that invested Harper’s Ferry ? If so, state what it was.

tjHAr.
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Answer. I got very little. I asked one of the rebel officers, who said ho was a
major I did not know his designating marks; he said their force was 35,000 on the
Virginia side, between the Shenandoah and the Potomac. That did not include Lou-

—

doun or Maryland Heights, as

I understood.

Question. State what you were told in relation to the killed and
wounded of the enemy.

—

—

Answer. A Colonel Walker, I think his name is a large, tall man came up there
from Loudoun Heights, and said his battery had been there, and that his loss Sunday
and Monday morning had been nearly 100 in killed and wounded from the batteries
Phillips
opposite to him. Von Sehlen’s battery was immediately opposite to him.
had fired at him, but Phillips’ guns did not seem to reach as well as the rifled guns.

He

was nearly

said his loss

100.

Question. That was on

Loudoun Heights

—

Answer. Yes, sir; where they had had a signal station. Another officer said not
to me, but in my presence that it kept them pretty well dodging up there the signal
officer on Friday, when Von Sehlen and Phillips were firing at them, and also Potts.

—

—

Question. Did you hear anything of the loss of the
valley in front during the fights of Sunday afternoon

enemy in the
and Monday

morning %
Answer,

Do you mean on

the Shepherdstown road

?

Question. There and on the Charlestowm road.
Answer.

men

of

heard that there was some loss on the Shepherdstown road; some of the
regiment said they had shot men that is all.

I

my own

By

;

Court

the

:

Question. Did Colonel D’Utassy’s
imroled ?

men take a

parole

j

were they

Answer. There was no reading of any parole to us; we signed no parole. I simply
and asked for a pass. He gave us a pass, which

carried a muster-roll to General Hill
said that we were paroled men.

Question. It was a simple muster-roll, without a parole attached
to it?
Answer. Nothing written upon

it

at all

;

just as they were prepared by the different

regiments.

By

D’Utassy
Did they have the

Colonel

Question.

:

officers’

names ?

Answer. They embraced no officers’ names, with the exception, I believe, of the company officers not all of them. I know all the duplicates did not.
;

Were they

Question.
Answer. No,

By
Answer.

By

I

me?

sir.

Court
Were the

the

Question.

signed by

:

other troops paroled differently?

canuot say.
,

Colonel D’Utassy:

Question. What was the conduct of General White and myself in
conducting the siege, so far as it came under your observation ?
Answer. It struck me as being
done was done for the best.

By

all

that officers could do.

the Judge- Advocate

I

thought

all

that was

:

Question. Do you think there was an absolute necessity for the surrender of Harper’s Ferry when it took place ?
Answer, Under the circumstances

I

think there was.
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Answer. That

By

is

a thing

Question.

I

would hardly

Court
Have you an

the

Answer. Yes,

like to give
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for the evacuation of

an opinion upon.

:

think

sir; I

Question. It

is

I

opinion?
have an opinion on the subject.

proper you should give

it,

then.

Answer. I think there was no necessity for the abandonment of Maryland Heights.

By

the

Judge-Advocate

:

Question. Have you any doubt as to the practicability of effecting
the escape of all the troops from Harper’s Ferry on the night previous
to the surrender ?
Answer. No,

sir.

have no doubt upon the subject at

I

all.

Do you

not think that that opinion was generally entertained, and the desire generally felt that the troops should make an
effort to escape ?
Question.

Answer. I know very many of the
and they should like to try it.

officers

entertained the opinion that

it

could be

done,

Question. Did you hear any opinion expressed in favor of a surrender in preference to an attempt to escape ?
Answer. No,

By

sir.

the

Court

:

Question. You say you have no doubt about the practicability of an
escape. You mean "that you could escape ?
Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir.

think

I

we

could escape.

Are you acquainted with the country about

Answer. No,

sir.

I

there

had never been there except from September

?

4 till the

day of

the surrender.

Question.

Which way did you think you could escape ?

Answer. I think we should have followed the cavalry gone over the road they
did ; and, judging from the resistance they met with (I had various conversations with
persons in reference how it could be done about the defense of Harper’s Ferry, &c.),
But when the circumstances
I thought there was no necessity for the surrender.
came out, as they did after the abandonment of Maryland Heights, I think there was
no way of holding it.
;

—

By

the

Judge-Advocate

:

Question. But, in your judgment, there
escape ?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

I

think Sunday night

wo

still

remained a chance to

could have gotten away.

By

General White:
Question. You do not doubt but what you could have got away Sunday night ?
'

Answer. No,

Question.
Answer.

On

sir.

Do you know where
the Maryland side

I

the

enemy were

at that time

?

do not.

Question. You never had been over the road that the cavalry went,
and did not know anything about it ?
Answer. No,

sir.

THE MA.RYLAND CAMPAIGN.

Chap. XXXI.J

You

Question.
Answer. No,

Question.

know where

did not

the

enemy were

671
there

?

sir.

From what did you

get your confidence that you could

have escaped that way?
Answer. Simply from what I have since learned from the cavalry that they met
with no resistance, comparatively speaking that they took across roads and cornfields, and things of that kind.
;

;

Question.
Answer.

I

Do you know

the rate at which they marched?

do not.

Question. You'are then, perhaps, not able to state that if the infantry
could not have marched as rapidly as the cavalry did they could have
got through ?
Answer. I can only answer that question in this way I think we might have gotten through by the way of Sandy Hook, even had the enemy been there. I think,
with the force we had, we might have fought our way through. That was my im:

pression.

Question.

Did you

Sandy Hook
Answer.

see the force of the

I did not.

heard that

I

it

was some

Question. Did they have any artillery
Answer. Some,

Question.

enemy thai came over from

?

I

was

15,000.
?

told.

The route was by way of Sandy Hook?

Answer. Passing around that knoll there, and two pieces of artillery there would

make a

pretty stout defense.

Question. And 30,000
make a stronger defense
Answer. Yes,

men and

a proper quantity of artillery would

?

sir.

Question. So you are sure you might have got
Answer. I do not say

I

am

sure.

I will

say that

is

my

away Sunday night?

opinion.

Question. You express that opinion without any knowledge of the
roads or of the enemy’s forces?
Answer. Yes,

sir

By the Judge- Advocate
Question. I understand you to say that you entertained that opinion
then, and from the information you have since received, both in regard
to the road and in regard to the enemy, that opinion is confirmed.
;

Answer. Yes,

By

sir

;

Colonel

Question.

that

is

Ford

When

about the idea.
:

were you

first

on Maryland Heights ?

Answer. On that day.

Question.
Answer.
•

On what day ?

On Sunday.

Question.

Was

that the next day after the evacuation

I have some little confusion in my mind relative to that.
was Sunday morning that we were on Maryland Heights.

Answer.
is

that

it

?

Question.

You never were

Answer. No,

sir,

My

there until after the evacuation

?

impression

:
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Question. Do you know anything about the strength of the enemy on
Maryland Heights on Friday and Saturday
Answer. No,

sir.

Question. Do you
and their condition ?

know anything about

Answer. Nothing, exeept what

I

the position of our troQps

could see through

my own

glass.

Question. You have no knowledge of the strength of the enemy, or of
the arrangement of our forces ?
Answer. No,

sir

Lieut. S. A.

;

none.

Barr AS,

called

by the Government, and sworn and

examined as follows

By

the

Question.
Answer.

I

Judge-Advocate

What

am

is

:

your position in the military service

acting adjutant of the One hundred and twenty-sixth

New

York.

You were

present on Maryland Heights immediately before and at the time of their evacuation ?
Question.

Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. Will you state what you observed of the conduct of the
One hundred and twenty-sixth New York Volunteers, and what part

they took in the defense of the heights

?

Answer. It would he something of a lengthy statement.

Question. Begin at the time you were ordered over there.
Answer. The order was verbal at first afterward there was a written order. I was
present on Friday, when Colonel Miles requested a regiment to be sent down to the
bridge to protect his quarters. Colonel Sherrill, the colonel of our regiment, was
present at the time. Colonel Trimble, the brigade commander of our brigade at the
time, left it to Colonel Sherrill to go if he saw fi^t they were together. Colonel Sherthat he made no pretenrill made the remark that he knew nothing about inilitary
sions to military that he was just in the field and green, but if there was to be fighting he was ready to go. They decided that our regiment was to go. That afternoon
we were ordered on the hill by way of the Winchester road and Harper’s Ferry; we
had been on Bolivar Heights. We went up the hill and reported to Major Hewitt, I
think, the major of the Thirty-second Ohio, Colonel Ford’s regiment. Company A, of
the regiment, was left on the slope to guard that point. The balance of the regiment
were marched, two or three companies, to the lookout, and some of them beyond. That
night we had a little skirmish, of which I was not an eye-witness. There were none
of the Thirty-second Ohio there that night. In the morning we formed a line of battle on the north slojoe of the mountain, and the skirmish commenced in the morning
as soon as day-break. That night we had laid in hearing di.stance of the enemy,
heard them talk, and I heard several remarks made as to what they were going to do
As soon as daylight we had a line of battle formed across the slope
in the morning.
;

;

;

;

and skirmishers thrown out. Company B, of the regiment, was detailed as skirmishers, and there was a company of the Maryland cavalry up there on foot.
I was introduced to the captain by a captain of the Thirty-second Ohio, the one who was shot
through the ear. They were let through the line as skirmishers. We heard them
beat the long roll and maneuver in battalion maneuver, and then they marched on us
and drove in our pickets. There was a little breastwork, I cannot tell exactly the
distance, but I should think about 80 rods it may be farther from the lookout.
It
was thrown up, I was informed, on Thursday. I did not see any of the work done.
There was a little slashing in front. Some one gave the order to fall back after wie
were attacked. The center of the lino was opened, aud the skirmishers let through.
Colonel Sherrill stood in the road with his revolver drawn. The men gave way and
fell back to the breastwork, aud, with the assistance of Colonel Sherrill and myself,
we stopped them at the breastwork and held them. That was the first engagement.
There was a lapse, I should think, of about an hour between the tWP engagements,
I cannot tell exactly the time, as there was much excitement.

—

—
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Question. Describe the second engagement.
Answer. Colonel Downey, a little fellow
longed to— came up with some companies.

—I could not swear what regiment he

be-

judge that he had four or five
companies, and wanted to know who was in command. He asked me the question.
introduced
him
Colonel Sherrill. J ust at this
Hewitt
was.
I
to
I told him that Major
time a volley was fired. There was no skirmish firing. A volley opened on the breastwork. I thought at the time it was a feint on the breastwork, and that they intended
I said to Colonel Downey that he had got
to flank us on the left, which was the case.
there just in time, and to front his men, as the enemy would flank us on the left.
Some one gave orders to fall back it was repeated, by privates and every one else. I
could not tell much about it. There was at no time, I should think, more than 1,500
on the hill.
I should

;

Question.

Of our

troops

Answer. I do not think there was of effective men.

Question.

Did the regiment

back

fall

in great confusion ?

Answer. At the second engagement I think they did well under the circumstances.
At the first engagement they could not fall back in order, because they had to cross
the slashing, to fall back through that. That was in front of the breastworks.

Were attempts made

Question.

to rally

them again

after the second

engagement?
Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir.

Did not those attempts

fail ?

Answer. There was a great deal of exertion made to rally the One hundred and
twenty-sixth.

Question.

What was

the result

?

Answer. I went back and reported to Colonel Miles, or left word there, that the
regiment was out all Friday night that they had had nothing to eat, and there was no
water. They were a great deal discouraged. I cannot say that the regiment, the
most of them, acted very bravely on the third rally. I came down to Colonel Ford’s
quarters and reported the fact to him.
;

By

the

Court

:

Question. Deported what fact?
Answer.

I

was attempting

Question.

do

to rally the regiment.

'What was the

you reported

fact

j

that you could not

it?

Answer. The condition of the regiment.

Question.

Were

they in good condition or bad?

Answer. That they had been there all night Friday; had had nothing to eat with'
them; had no water; that Colonel Sherrill was wounded and the regiment was discouraged, and it was a new regiment.

Question. State whether they retreated in good order or in confusion.
Answer.

By

I

think they did well as long as Colonel Sherrill was there.

the

Question.

Judge-Advocate

He

fell in

:

the second engagement?

Answer. In the second engagement they stood well. It was our regiment that
held the breastworks, mostly. There were some others there, but scattering.

Question. What is your judgment as to the necessity of the evacuation of the heights at the time it took place ?
Answer.

43
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do not consider myself competent to express an opinion
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a view of the enemy aud the condition of our

forces
Answer.

I

had a private opinion.

Question. Give us that opinion.
Answer. Well, sir, I think at the time there was no particular necessity for it. I
think wo could have held Maryland Heights with the force we had at Harper’s Ferry
With the force we had on the hill I do not think we could. I do not
for some time.
know what force the enemy had. I cannot tell anything about that. I was on the
lookout Friday night. I saw with my glass and with my naked eye, and counted
their camp-fires as high as seventy.

By

the

Question.
Answer.

Court

Did you

I could see

:

see

them

any of the enemy

killed

?

ftill.

How many did you see fall ?
Two or three.
Question. Did you think they fell from shots
Question.

Answer.

sion

5

was that your impres-

?

Answer. Yes,

saw two

I

fall.

sir
I saw one fall the first, and, I think, the second engagement
could see them throw up their arms and fall hack.
;

Question. What officers of the One hundred
in rallying the troops when they broke ?
Answer. Colonel

I

and twenty-sixth aided

Sherrill.

Question. After he was wounded,
Answer.

I

cannot

tell

;

I

was down

when they broke then

rallying the troops myself.

?

When

the second
is a road,

engagement was about half over, I was in the path on the mountain. There
and there are several paths that lead around.

Question. Did you see
rallying the troops
Answer. Yes,

sir; I

saw Captain

was

Question. That

any other

officers of

Phillips,

your regiment engaged in

Company D.

after Colonel Sherrill

was wounded ?

Answer. Before.

Question.

Do you recollect any other officer besides Captain Phillips?

Answer. Yes, sir. There was Captain Scott, a very brave man,
the whole thing until he was wounded.

Question.

Who

Answer. Well, the
not there at

else

who stood through

?

officers

stood generally with their commands. Company A was
Burrill was
hill to the left of the skirmishers.

They were up on the

all.

sick.

Question. Did not the officers in the
run off with the men ?

first instance,

as a general rule,

all

Answer. They went with the

Question.

men when they went

Did not Captain

Phillips fall

back, I think.

back with the men,

also, at

first?

Answer. I could not
back finally.

Question. Is

it

say.

I

do not know as

I noticed

sir

;

at the time they fell

not your opinion that the officers of your regiment

behaved badly?
Answer. No,

him

not under the circumstan«es.
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do you mean by “under the eircumstanees”?
many things connected witli it.

Answer. There were a great

Question. State Avhat the circumstances were that you refer
Answer.

I

think

Question.

a— well,

they had liad

sir, it is

to.

a Iiard thing to talk about.

A liard thing to talk about?

Answer. Yes,

Question.

if

what

sir; 'it is

You

I

had

are here to

your regiment, whether

for

hox)ed I

would not bo called upon

for.

the truth in regard to the conduct of

tell

them or against them.

Answer. Well, sir, as far as our belief
the fighting on Maryland Heights.

is

concerned,

wo think wo

did two-thirds of

Question. That has nothing to do with the question.
Answer. It stood as well as any regiment I ever saw for a green regiment. They
were a regiment that I drilled, some of the men by moonlight, in their loadings, when
there, especially Company A, to which I belonged. After
I got through my other duties, I took them out by themselves on Thursday night, I

we expected an engagement
think

it

was, and drilled them in loading.

Were there two companies of j^our regiment left at HarFerry on picket when you went over to Maryland Heights?
Answer. If my memory serves me right, there were 208 detailed from the regiment
I tried to get the colonel to excuse us, because wm expected to march the
for picket.
next morning somewhere, but they detailed 200, and said we must furnish the picket
because we had the largest regiment, and we did so. The balance of the regiment,
Question.

per’s

I

should think, there, were a

Question.

Was

little

over 600.

this picket detailed

from the companies generally

?

•

Answer. So many from each company no particular company detailed. The whole
regiment was marched up except these men detailed from each company. I forget
how many from a company. I made out the detail. I believe it is on file.
;

Question. You say the regiment behaved well under the circumstances; now, what circumstances do you refer to?

By

the Judge- Advocate

:

Question. What, in your judgment, excused the regiment for the
confusion in which it fell back ?

By

the

Court

:

We

Question.
know it was a new regiment, and wanting in discipline.
Those are circumstances. What other circumstances?
Answer. I do not think there was force enough on the hill; that discouraged the
troops ; everything looked discouraging to them. The line of battle w^as opened, the
center of the line, and those skirmishers were let through, and several of them were
wounded all bloody.
;

Question.

How many

Answer. At that time
there wounded.

Question. That

I

of

them were wounded

?

should think there were three or four fetched right through
°

was enough

to

make 800

or 900

men

give

way

?

Answer. Well, then, I think if there had been a good commanding officer on the
hill that had attended to his business, and enforced the thing, that, I think, would
have been a little better.

Question. That is a proper reason to give. Yow, is there any other
circumstance of that character or of any other character that occurs to

your mind

?

—

I

—

Answer. A great many of the officers most all the officers were inexperienced.
do not think there was proper management, generally, on the hill ; I cannot call it
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military movement itself. What little I know about military, Colonel Downey and the
men that were there were for doing their duty. Colonel Downey and Major Hewitt
did all they could.

Question. Did the other troops
hundred and twenty-sixth did ?

fall

back at the same time the One

Answer. There were some of the One hundred and twenty-sixth gave way at the
time of the first engagement I am speaking of; some of them broke and ran. I think
they were with those Maryland cavalrymen and afterward Colonel Sherrill and mysome of them we could not get more than in 3 or 4 rods of
self made them go back
the line three of them behind one tree, I recollect. They did not show themselves the
men I expected they were. They did very well, though.
;

;

;

Question.

The troops of your regiment

Answer. Yes,

sir

;

?

some of our regiment.

Question. The question was, when your regiment
other regiments fall back with them
to

fell

back, did the

Answer. All fell back together to the breastworks. The breastworks did not amount
much any way. After I went to Harper’s Ferry there was nothing done there to-

ward

fortifying the place, of

Question.

were you there

^

A

couple of weeks, I should think. I could tell to a day by looking to the
But I did not know what I was ordered here for.

Answer.
record.

How long

any consequence.

Question.

What was

the

name

of the major of your regiment

?

Answer. Major Baird.

Question. Did Major Baird exert himself as he should have done as
the commanding officer of his regiment, or did he run off with the men ?
Answer. Well,

I

do not

know

as I could be a judge of

how a man should perform up

there.

Question. What did you think about it ? Did you think he did everything that should have been done by a commanding officer ? Did he set
a proper example to his men, or did he run off with them and set them
a bad example ?
Answer. Well, sir, I could not say, myself, that
ho could have done more.

Question.

You

Answer. Yes,

I

think he did

all

he could;

I

think he should have done more than he did do

think
?

sir.

Question. Did he as an officer behave in a disreputable manner or
not I That is the point. You are brought here against your will, and
sworn to tell the truth and the whole truth. Why not answer the
question at once. If you do not answer it here, you will be compelled
to answer it before another tribunal.
Answer.

I shall

answer every question

if I

can answer

it

conscientiously.

Question. Say then what you think.
Answer. Well, sir, I do not think he acted as I should have done if I were placed as
he was, or any other man holding Maryland Heights, holding command there as an officer. He is a particular friend of mine, and I respect him as a man and a citizen but if
a man dodges behind trees under such circumstances it looks bad to me, placed the way
I was.
;

Question. Did he at any time become separated from his regiment
Answer. Yes,

?

sir.

Question. For

how long a time ?

Answer. I do not know as he was over a proper distance, which I suppose
paces distant. Well, he run ahead of his whole company when they broke.

is

12
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Question. He did not behave as a commanding officer should behave,
but set a bad example to his men?
Answer. I do not think he behaved the way a commanding officer ought to in the
field.

set a bad example to his men ?
know whether they noticed it or not.
would have been a bad example if they had seen

And

Question.

Answer. I do not

Question. It
Answer. Well,

think so; yes,

I

it ?

sir.

Question. Did you notice this kind of conduct on the part of any
other officers of your regiment ?
Answer. I cannot say that I did; that I noticed anything out of character on the
They did not show that military— they did not have that influence over their
men, of course, that I expected men would who had been in service a great while.
hill.

Did not they

Question.
Answer. No,

sir

not on the

;

bad example to

set a
hill

;

their

men ?

the officers stood pretty well, of the

line.

Question. Subsequently did they behave badly ?
Answer. Yes, sir after they fell back beyond the lookout toward the Ferry. Well,
under the circumstances, I do not know as they did. They held a council, the officers
did.
I went up and got together what I could with the regiment, and went up near
the lookout. I met Captain Phillips and some of them up on the hill. They had
been counseling together, and concluded they would fall back.
;

Who

Question.
Answer.

It

ordered this council

was among

Question.

Made without any

orders

Answer. They said they had had orders to

Question.

Had

Answer. Not that
it

so then,

and

it is

?

themselves, the line

officers.
?

fall

back.

they any orders to meet in council
I

know

of.

I

?

do not think that was proper.

I did

not consider

not.

Question. Did you see anything of what you considered improper
conduct on the part of any other officers of any other regiments on the
hill?

Answer. No, sir; I did not. The officers of other commands who were there, I
think, behaved themselves very well. Colonel Downey I know did. I can speak of
him particularly as far as I saw.

And Major Hewitt ?
When Major Hewitt was there

Question.

he was not very near the engagement. He
it.
I saw him through the lookout.
I
ran back from the lookout to the breastworks several times, backward and forward,
to get the men who scattered back to the breastworks. I saw him there the most of
the time, except the time that Colonel Downey came up with the re-enforcements.
Answer.

was

in

command

Question.

of the

How

hill,

as I understood

did Major Hewitt behave on that occasion

?

Answer. Well, he had nothing particularly to do with the maneuvering.
not very close to the engagement.

Question.

He was

Answer. Yes,

sir

;

in

He was

command, you say ?

he behaved pretty well.

Question. What do you
the breastwork ?

know

of his giving an order to retreat from

Answer. The order ho gave to Colonel Sherrill before the second fight was, that if
he could not hold the breastwork on the hill, if he was obliged to fall back, to fall
back by the road. There was a road you have to go down after you get down a few
rods it branches, and one branch led to McGrath’s battery, and the other one branched
;
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the right. lie told ns to fall hack that road, hut it was iinpossihlc to fall hack
there, if they attempted to dank us, for the distance was so short from this hreastoff to

work.

Question. How happened it that Major Hewitt, being a major, could
give orders to Colonel Sherrill, who was a colonel ?
Answer.

I

do not know anything about that.

Question. 1 understand you to say that Major Hewitt was in comuntil after your colonel was wounded

mand

Answer. Yes,

sir;

Major Hewitt led us up the

Question. Did he go
Answer.

I

hill

when we were

as a guide, or did he go as in

led up.

command ?

understood that he went in eommand.

Question.

Were any

of the other regiments there

Answer. Some of the Thirty-second.
Major Hewitt. I do not know hut what
Hewitt led us up the hill.

f

do not know as our order was to report to
it was to report to Colonel Ford, and Major
I

Question, After the wounding of your colonel, Major Hewitt took
of the whole ?

command

Answer. He was in command all the while. He staid up there with us most of the
1 supposed he was in command up there.

time.

Do you know of any command given by Major Hewitt to
back from the breastwork after your colonel was wounded ^ You
said the soldiers and everybody around there said there was an order
Question.

fall

to retreat.
Answer. I cannot tell who that order came from. When we fell hack at the first
engagement some one gave the order to fall hack to the breastwork, and it was reported to me. I did not see it myself. That somebody came up there on a^ horse and
said there was an order to fall hack.

Question. Did you, or did you not, at the time believe that that
alleged order arose from the men, or did you think ijb was an order in
reality, given by some person in authority ?
Did you think at the time
that it was an order in reality, or did you think it was merely by the
clamor of the men as a pretext for running away ?
Answer. I did not think there was any geuiiine order at all, up to the time we were
ordered down the hill at the last. I could not myself believe it, because, if there had
been such an order, it should have been in writing, or brought up by an aide-de-camp,
or something of that sort. It looked to me as though the bill never ought to be
given up.

Question. If you know of any officers in your regiment who did behave well on that occasion, you should give their names. You have mentioned Captain Phillips and Captain Scott. Do you know of any others ?
I saw myself.
Captain Herendeen’s Company was thrown down
The captains of all of them behaved very well, and the officers of the
line behaved very well in the fight, all that I saw. At least, I cannot recollect of any
particular one who behaved disgracefully. I could not see them all.

Answer. Not that

to the left.

Question. But all the captains who did not run away, you say, got
together and held a council of war and concluded they would not fight?
Answer. That was after the second engagement. When we were ordered up the
third time, some one fetched an order to get the men together. I went clear down to
the colonel’s quarters and picked up the stragglers did the best I could. Major Baird
came around there, and finally we were ordered to take the men up again, and took

—

up some.

Question.

Major Baird

Was

not there an order on that occasion given to arrest

?

Answer. Not that

I

know

of.

I

have heard such

reports, that is all.

—
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any

Was

any

officer
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subsequently arrested for misconduct
or anything

Have any examples been made,

officer or soldier %

been done ?
Answer. No,

sir

not that I

j

know

of.

Question. Ko officer or soldier has been arrested for misconduct on
that occasion I
Answer. Not that

Question.
there ?
Answer.

I

know

What was

of.

think there were some 14 or 15 killed

I

wounded in your regiment

the loss of killed and

;

and wonnded, some 40

killed

or 50.

Question.

Do you know

that to be the

know it to he correct.
man about that.

Answer. I do not
state positive to a

Question.

Do you mean

or during the whole siege
Answer. The whole

killed

number

?

It is either 14 or 15 killed.

I

would not

and wounded on Maryland Heights,

?

siege.

Question. I referred to Maryland Heights.
Answer.

I

Question.
Answer.

I

There were very few killed there.

do not know.

Were

there any killed that you

know

of?

cannot say that there were any killed on the heights.

Question.

How many

were there wounded,

if

any ?

Answer. There were a great many wonnded on the heights. Colonel Sherrill and
Captain Scott were wounded. O! yes, there was one reported to me killed. I know
I got his watch and his tobacco box.
I do not think there were more than one or two
or two or three out of our regiment killed on the hill.

Question.

How many of the enemy do you

Answer. I did not seB a great many.
in the woods.
It was under excitement.

Question.

Have you

I

suppose you saw up there ?

could not give much of an opinion.

ever been in service before

It

was

?

Answer. Not in any particular engagement. Not in any such engagement as we
had on the hill. Not quite so close work. I have been in the service before, in the
Thirty-third Regiment. I commenced the service about the time the war broke out. I
think my resignation was dated in February last. I was out of the service then up to
the time this regiment was formed. I assisted in raising Company A, of this regiment,
and was the commandant of Camp Swift, at Geneva.

Question.
Answer.

He

Question.

Where
left

is

Colonel Sherrill

ns at Annapolis and went

Where

is his

By

Answer. Yes,
hill-slope

on

New

York.

Ford
Do you know me?

Colonel

Question.

sixty days’ furlough.

home ?

Answer. At Geneva, Ontario County,

Question.

now?

home on

:

sir.

Do you remember seeing Colonel Miles and myself on
that day ? Do you remember seeing us together ?

the

Answer. Between your quarters and where we were, or down the road?

Question.
there.

I

On

the slope of the mountain,

down toward the

hospital.

going down and reporting there. I could not say yon were
recollect going and reporting to Colonel Miles down there.

Answer.

I recollect
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straggling troops on the

XXXL

hill side

at that time?
Answer. Of our regiment, there was.

Question.

Were thereof

Answer. Yes,

Question.
slope ?

A

Answer. Yes,

Question.

many

sir;

great

others?

others.

many men

in the valley

and on the mountain

sir.

Do you remember

reporting to Colonel Miles the condition

of things?
Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir.

Gan you
know

Answer. I do not

Question.

state

what you said

?

as I could exactly.

Did you say it was impossible

Answer. Our regiment, I told him,
were the very words I used.

it

was almost

to rally those troops
imi30ssihle to rally.

I

?

think those

Question. Did you not say you had been exerting yourself to the
utmost to get them together, and that you could not do it?
Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir

and

;

I had.

Do you remember

a conversation about Major Baird?

Answer. There might have been a remark made about him.

Question.
Answer.

Do you remember

I recollect the question

saying he could not be found anywhere?
was asked where he was, and

I said I did not

know.

Question.

Did you not say
know about

Answer. I do not

in addition that he could not be found

?

that.

Did you not say the officers of your regiment were all gone
somewhere, and that you were left alone to rally the regiment ?

Question.
off

Answer. I was alone as far as the field officers were concerned. I was the acting
adjutant of the regiment, and those officers were not there. Colonel Sherrill had been
wounded and carried down by the regiment, and Major Baird could not be found. I
never saw a braver man than Colonel Sherrill in my life. It was rather rash than
anything else in taking the position he did on the hill. I think he might have used
more precaution, and that it would have been better.

Were you present when Colonel
when he went on the hill ?

Question.
versation,

Answer. No,

sir

:

I

do not think I was present.

Sherrill

and I had a

The colonel went

to

con-

you for orders,

I think.

Question. Did you see us together in that conversation ?
Answer.

I could

not say I did.

I

was

at the

head of the regiment with Major

Baird.

Question.

engagement
Answer.

How many

How many went

Question. Yes,

Question. That
YeS;, sir.

up the

hill

?

sir.

Answer. There were some

Answer.

of your regiment went forward after the second

?

300.

All the balance of the regiment

was the time you were trying

to rally

was

scattered.

them ?

THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN.

Chap. XXXI.]

What

Question.

time in the day was this

681

?

Answer. I could not tell. I presume I could not tell within two or three hours.
had been up there all night, and in the excitement I could not tell. But then
should think it was afternoon.

Do you

Question.

I
I

any of the declarations of Colonel Miles

recollect

about the troops running at that time ?
I recollect Colonel Miles
of the regiment.

Answer.

command

making a remark there ordering some one

Question. Do you recollect his speaking of the troops running
the hill on all sides ?
Answer.

I recollect his attention

There was very

at that time.

Question.

Were you

running down the
Answer.

Question.

Were you
sir

I

;

called to the fact that they

down

were down there

little said there.

very

much

excited yourself about the troops

hill ?

very well.

I did not like it

Answer. No,

was

to the

not in a perfect rage about

was not very much excited.

I

it ?

do not very often get very much

excited.

Question.
so, in

your

Were you

not very

much

exhausted, and did you not say

keep the men from running down

efforts to

I

think I did. I had got a horse then from somebody.
did not know who it belonged to.

Answer.

I

Question.

mountain
Answer.

Do you know

made

of any efforts

I

took a horse.

to re-enforce us

I

on the

?

I

did not

know

of any.

Question. Do you think if we had had all the force over from Harper’s
Ferry, we could have held the mountain against the enemy ?
Answer. Why,

Question.

Do you

Answer. Yes,

Question.

we could

think

in the condition of our troops there

As

they then were

sir

;

I

think

we

?

could have held

it

longer than

we

did.

How much longer 1

Answer. As long as we had anything to eat, if it had been properly attended
the hill had been properly fortified but under the circumstances I cannot tell
not know.

Was

the

do

hill fortified ?

Answer. Nothing, only that

Question.

to, if

—I

;

Question.

?

sir.

Answer. Yes,

Question.

yes, sir.

How long

little

breastwork beyond the lookout.

was that ^

Answer. Only a few rods.

It

ought to have been,

I

should think, a

little

longer

to the left.

Question. Aside from the forces there at the lookout and at the breastwork, do you know where our other forces there on the hill were located*?
Answer. Most of them on Bolivar Heights.

mean the forces on Maryland Heights. Do you know,
where Captain Orumbecker was with his force
sir
I do not know of any particular force.
There was not any force

Question. I
for instance,

*?

Answer. No,
on the hill except some 1,400 or
;

1,500.
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of any except in the frout

Auswer. They were scattered along on tEe mountain.

Question.

Do you kuow where

Answer. No,

Question.
Answer.

Was
I

Sammon was

located

Or Captain Palmer
ke from your regiment

Question. Yes,
Answer.

Colonel

sir.

knew

?

sir.

most of them hy sight, hut did not know their names.

tlie

Question. Did you find those mountain roads rugged and hard and
stony hard to get over ?

—

Answer. Yes,

sir

]

it

was almost impossible

to ride a horse up.

I

did ride mine up

and baek.

Question.

You had

only one

way

to

go up and hack

1

Answer. Only one way.
Col. Jesse Segoine, called by the Government, and sworn and
amined as follows

By

the

Question.

Judge-Advocate

What

is

:

your position in the military service

Answer. Colonel of the One hundred and eleventh

Question.

Were you

which resulted
Answer. Yes,

ex-

New York

?

Volunteers.

present during the late events at Harper’s Ferry

in its surrender

?

sir.

Question. What is your judgment upon the necessity of the surrender
of Harper’s Ferry at the time it occurred
Answer.

I

think

it

could not have been avoided very well,

if

the information I

received was correct.

Question. What is your judgment as to the practicability of the forces
there escaping on the night previous to the surrender ?
Answer.
clusively to
mandant of

am not able to say as to that, from the fact. that, devoting myself exmy own regiment, I seldom left my own eamp unless ordered by the commy brigade. Colonel D’Utassy. I gave my whole attention to my own

I

regiment.

Question.

judgment as

Did your

you any opportunity to form any
evacuating Maryland Heights ?

position give

to the necessity of

Answer. No, sir it did not because I was on Bolivar Heights. I had one company detailed the night prior to the evacuation for picket service over on the hill.
They returned early in the morning. That is the most I know of that matter.
;

;

Question. Had Maryland Heights been retained, would there have
been any absolute necessity for the surrender of Harper’s Ferry at the
time it was made
Answer. Yes, sir I should think there was some, from the fact that I understood
from our artillery officers that our long-range ammunition was nearly exhausted. We
could have held our position a few hours longer, and I supposed that we were going
to make the attempt on Monday morning.
;

Question. Have you any doubt of the
Maryland Heights on the night previous
Answer. Not a shadow of it

;

I

ability of our forces to reacli
to the surrender ?

think they could.

—
THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN.

Chap. XXXI.]

Question. Uave you any douLt of
had they occupied them in force
Answer. Yes,

sir; if

’G83

their ability to hold tlie heights

the re^iort of the force of the

enemy coming against us was

true.

Question. You think that with the entire force at Harper’s Ferry the
heights could not have been held against the enemy’s forces ?
Answer. No,

sir

think after Maryland Heights had been abandoned

I

;

Question. I speak of prior to that.
Answer.

I

think

Question.

we

And

could have held Maryland Heights.

could have occupied them

Answer. Yes, sir I regarded the battery, however, in the wrong
might he attacked in rear in force, and captured.
;

it

By

General

White

lilace,

and that

:

Question. Was it your opinion that, after the evacuation of Maryland
Heights, and the destruction of the heavy guns there, it would have been
practicable to have taken that force across the river and reoccupied
those heights in the face of the enemy then on the mountain, and with
the enemy to attack us in the rear as we undertook to cross the river ?
it would have been a practicable thing at all, because
was a tremendous force there. It was stated to me by
officers that it amounted to 30,000 men, and we learned that there was a heavier
in our rear than there was in our front.

Answer. No,
it

was alleged

rebel
force

Question.
officers

who

sir; I

do not think

to us that there

Had you any opportunity to observe the conduct of the
are under arrest here in connection with this investigation?

Answer. Yes, sir all except Colonel Ford him I did not know. As I said before,
confined myself chiefly to my own regiment. I had some observation both of my
own commander, Colonel D’Utassy, and also of General White, having seen him
about. The other colonels were commanding brigades that I had very little knowl;

;

I

edge

of.

Question. Will you state the general result of your observations?
Answer. I believe that the conduct of those gentlemen whom I knew and was conversant with in no essential lacked bravery. I saw nothing to indicate to mo auythug
but bravery among the officers as they came under my observation, and my immediate commander. Colonel D’Utassy, by his constant intercourse with men and officers,
inspired them with confidence also that and his general language to us, “Victory or
death.” And I supposed on the Monday morning that we were surrendered, while in
line of battle at the foot of Bolivar Heights, a little in advance of the batteries
I supposed we were to have a tremendous fight there
I supposed that as a matter of
course. But I knew I was satisfied in my own mind that we must ultimately surrender; but that we were going to make a stand there.
;

—

By

;

—

Colonel D’Utassy":

Question. Did you have a skiimisli with the cavalry of the enemy,
and how much was your loss during that whole time, and what did you
hear was the loss of the enemy ?

—

Answer. On Sunday night the time I cannot tell, but I think it was about 9
o’clock in the evening ; it was intensely dark an order came to me from Colonel
D’Utassy to make a left flank movement with my regiment and occupy a iiart of the
position that an Ohio regiment on my left had occupied, they having been changed
from that position to the left of the Second Brigade, I occupying before I commenced
that movement the left of the First Brigade, to which I belonged. I had made the
movement, and had thrown out the right and left flank companies as flankers, to connect with the left of the First Brigade and the right of the Second Brigade. The adjutant and the major were rectifying the alignment. I was dismounted myself at the
time, as was also the adjutant, for there was so many loose stones there that it was
almost impossible for a horse to keep his foot-hold, and it was extremely dark. I
directed the adjutant and the major to rectify the alignment after the movement was

—
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completed. They had got along up to the color company. I stood directly in rear of
the color company, within 5 feet of the line, at the time.
Suddenly we heard a clattering among the stones'; you could see nothing I supposed it was the major’s horse
floundering about the stones but it turned out to bo a body of the enemy’s cavalry
that made a dash at us and delivered a fire from carbines, as 1 supposed. I immediately ordered my regiment to return the fire I repeated it about three times. I found
they did not return it, and I ordered the One hundred and eleventh Eegiment to cease
firing. We held our position
I looked about as well as I could we could see nothing
I found one dead man lying pretty near me
I could not tell who it was.
I got some
matches from one of the soldiers, and rubbed and tried to make out the man’s face,
but it was all covered with blood. I went on until I found 4 men killed and 1 very
seriously wounded I sent him to the hospital tent in our camp, but he died before
morning. That made 5 killed. I do not know how many were wounded, 9 or 10,
mostly slightly wounded. One man was wounded in the breast, and another had
a little finger shot off-^some little things of that kind.
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

By

Court

the

:

own men

Question. Those were your

not tell how many of the rebels were killed, or whether
any of them were, until the next day. When they came into our camp they told us
we had killed 20 of them and wounded a number more. That is all I know about
I did not see them. We remained there in line until daylight, as had been ordered.
it.

Answer. Yes,

I could

sir.

Capt. John C. Phillips, called by General White, and sworn and
examined as follows

By

White
What position do you

General

Question.

:

Answer. Captain in the Second

Question.

Ferry

hold in the United States service?

Regiment

Illinois

Light Artiller3^

Did you command a battery during the

siege of Harper’s

?

Answer. Yes,

sir.

What guns had you

Question.

Answer. Four James

rifled

there

?

6-pounders.

Question. Did you enter Harper’s Ferry under

my command

from

Martinsburg ?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

At

Question.

the time of the surrender, on

what ammunition had you

of September,

Monday morning,

left for

those guns

the 15th

?

Answer. I had about 40 rounds of canister that was all, with the exception of
some long-range shell that were unfit for use, too large for the bore so that I could
;

;

not use them.

The

Question.

Answer. Yes,

canister
;

was the only ammunition that was available ?

for over 300 to 500 yards.

Had you made any requisition for

Question.

Answer. Yes,

sir;

Answer. The

When

time

Question.

sir;

sir

;

all

that ammunition?

and afterward got some from Captain Rigby on Sunday night.

And expended

Answer. Yes,

?

I

Question. Did you expend
Answer. Yes,

told in reply

got some 200 rounds. The second time, I think, I got 25
got the 25 rounds they said there was no more that would fit my

first

I

supplies of ammunition?

three times during that engagement.

What were you

Question.
rounds.
guns.

sir

that also ?

on Monday morning

;

that was all 1 had.

;
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Question." Had you any of your guns or your limbers destroyed 1
Answer. The axle of one of the guns was broken, and we had to take an axle out of
a battery wagon and the timbers of the guns were all broken by the recoil, so that
there were two of the guns absolutely unfit for service at the time they were given up.
;

regard your guns as having been substantially
on that account ?
Answer. Yes, sir; I had the artificers in the act of making new axles for one of
them. The forge wagon also broke down.
Question. Did you have any talk with any of the officers of your
brigade on Sunday evening with regard to the expediency of attempting an escape ?
Answer. Yes, sir I spoke with Colonel D’Utassy, who was commanding the brigade.
Question.

Do you

unfit for service

;

Question. Did you make application to Colonel Miles or myself in
relation to that matter ?
Answer. I 'spoke to Colonel D’Utassy. He stated that it would be impossible to
undertake anything of that kind without orders from his superior officer. I think
what he said was to go down, as he was busy, and see Colonel Miles. I went down,
but I could not see Colonel Miles. The cavalry was then drawn up, and there was a
great deal of confusion. I told Colonel Davis if he would wait until such time as I
could get back from Colonel D’Utassy, there might be some arrangements to go with
them. I did not see the colonel.

Question.
Answer.

see

me ?

I did not.

Question.

and

Did you

Have you any

artillery escaping

opinion about the
from there at that time

feasibility of the infantry
?

Answer. Well, sir, the appearance of things at the time seemed to me rather blue
I was under the impression that we would be captured, and I thought it was
the only chance, that we might make a desperate attempt to get out. I supposed
we would have to fight our way out. I afterward understood from Lieutenant-Colonel Davis that we would have had to cut our way out through a division of the enemy in order to get to General McClellan’s army.
there.

Question. At the time of the surrender what
propriety ?

is

your judgment as to

its

Answer. I had no ammunition. I could not do anything more myself. My guns
were rendered useless, and, as far as I was concerned, I supposed it was necessary.

Have you an

opinion as to whether, with the character of
there and the fact that the ammunition for the artillery was
expended, a successful resistance could have been made for any length
of time
Question,

force

we had

Answer. From what

I

had

seen,

from what information

I

could gather from some

of the rebel officers that I was speaking to there, 1 considered that any longer defense, as I understood they were about to make an attack, would have been with a
great sacrifice of life as the consequence, and we finally would have been overcome.
One of their colonels told me there were 75,000 men on the plains surrounding us
that, I supposed, had no reference to Maryland Heights.

Question.

How long have you

been in military service, and where ?

Answer. I have been in the English army. I served seven years in the same
branch of the service. I am now in as lieutenant of artillery. I have been in this
service since the 15th of June, 1861.

By

Colonel D’Utassy:

Question.

When

did you begin to observe the

enemy made on Loudoun Heights
Answer.

I believe it

was on Friday J think
;

first

signals of the

?
it

was on Friday, the

12th.

:
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orders did you receive, and wliat did you do?

I received orders

Loudoun

N. VA.,

and

Court

from you to shell the woods of Loudoun Heights.
Maryland Heights with my long ranges.

I did

also

:

Question. Did your ammunition

fall

short?

understood from a captain of one of the rebel batteries that the first
shell I threw, so he said, killed 16 of his men and wounded one of his lieutenants.
I
had a glass. The enemy’s battery seemed to be on the summit of the hill. I could
not see where my shell would light so I supposed it must either go over or light
right in the battery. Colonel Cameron and others at some distance could see better.
The smoke would get so that I could not see. They said the elevation and range was
very good. They supposed they lit about the battery-; some fell short; that was
owing to bad ammunition, I thought.

Answer.

I

;

By

D’Utassy

Colonel

:

Question. What was the conduct of the officers now under arrest, so
far as it came to your knowledge, during the siege ?
Answer. I thought the conduct of General White and Colonel D’Utassy was brave,
as far as I could see. They seemed to be present on all occasions that was necessary.
I received orders at various times to sometimes fire and sometimes cease firing,
according as it was necessary, I supposed.

Question. Did I give you orders to prepare your horses on Sunday,
report was spread that we were about to be relieved ?

when the

Answer. Yes,

sir

;

and

I did

harness

my horses.

Question. Will you state what happened

when Colonel Miles came up ?

rather confused in my mind. I could not state
I know I received counter orders.
At all events,
distinctly, safely, what did follow.
In the confusion, I do not recollect exactly what the
1 did not iiitch up and go out.
order was I presume it was that I was not to go out.

Answer. The latter part of

it is

;

By

the

Question.
tery ?

Court

:

How many

Answer. From the time

did yon lose in killed and wounded in your bat-

I left

Martinsburg

I lost

some 6 men.

Question. During the siege of Harper^s Ferry

?

Answer. Only one man. That was owing, I suppose, to the number of the shells
of the enemy that did not burst. They fell all around us, though not one in ten
bursted, owing, I suppose, to the shell striking the sandy substance there, choking the
They seemed to use too long fuse in their shell their range was very good.
fuse.
;

Capt. Henry Curtis,
examined as follows

By

White
What is your position

General

Question.

Jr., called

by General White, and sworn and

:

in the

United States service

?

Answer. Assistant adjutant-general of volunteers, attached to General White’s
staft’.

Question.
Answer.

I

Were you

at Harper’s Ferry during the siege

?

was.

Were you present at a conversation between Colonel Miles
and myself shortly after our arrival there, at which the plan of defensive operations was discussed ?
Question.

Answer. I was present at several conversations between you.
any one in particular.

Question.

The

i>rincipal point I

want to get

at, if

you

I

do not recollect

recollect

it, is.
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whether you remember my suggesting to him that Maryland Heights
ought to be held at all hazards, and, if necessary, to take the entire
command over there; that there should be a force there sufficiently
strong that these should be sufficiently re enforced to hold that
position at all events that, in my judgment, it afforded the only feasible

—

—

;

means of saving the command
Answer.

I

if

escape became necessary.

recollect your saying that to him, very distinctly, more than once,

if I

recollect aright.

Question.

Do you

Answer. No,

Question.

sir

recollect his reply

?

do not distinctly.

I

:

Do you recollect his saying anything about what his orders

were'?
Answer.

I do.

Question.

What

did he say about his orders

?

He

said his orders were to hold Harper’s Ferry, the town, to .the last extremity, and he appeared to douht whether holding Maryland Heights would he
holding Harper’s Ferry.

Answer.

Question. What is your observation as to the character of the troops
there, as to their general efficiency*? Were they troops that had seen
much service, or were they mostly raw troops
*?

Answer. I should think the most of them were raw. At the time I was there I was
not acquainted with a great many of the troops that were there. I never had seen
them before. But that was my judgment, as far as I could form one.

Question.
Answer.

Were you with me

I believe 1

Question.
be there

was with you

Were we on

the most of the time I was on the field

all

the time, or very nearly

when

the field

it

*?

all.

was necessary and proper

to

*?

Answer.

I

thought so

Question.

;

yes, sir.

Were you

present with

gagement on the extreme
Answer.

left

me Sunday

evening during the en-

*?

I was.

Question.

Do you

recollect

my

ordering

down two

pieces of artillery

from Captain Eigby^s battery ?
Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir.

And

their opening

Answer. One of them opened

Question.

What was

;

*?

the other one

was unable

to unlimber.

the general result of that engagement?

Answer. So far as was within my view, the enemy were repulsed on the left of their
attack. I was informed that on the right of their attack they succeeded in effecting
a lodgment near our lines.

Question. That was about night
Answer. Yes,

Question.

Answer. Yes,

Question.

fact.

sir

;

the infantry engagement a i)retty sharp one
quite so on the

Have you any

Answer. Yes,
stances.

they fired there until after dark, in

directed the placing of the guns?

sir.

Was

Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir;

You

?

sir; I

am

?

left.

idea that the

enemy

suffered

sure they did; they could not escai)e

it

any

loss

?

under the circum-

;
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Question. Did they retreat in any disorder after the artillery opened ?
Answer. Yes,

sir;

they fell back

Were you

Question.

cannonade on the
Answer. Yes,

left

present with

little

me

covering of hushes

retreated.

They

fell

the next morning during the

sir.

My recollection of

Was

Question.

not see well for a

by the enemy ?

how many

Question. Can you state
working that morning ?
Answer.

I could

;

was between me and them when they

there, small trees, which
back precipitately.

it is

batteries they

had

in position

and

that there were nine.

their fire mostly converged on our

left*?

concentrated, so far as I observed, upon Rigby’s and Potts’ batteries, which were near the intersection of the turnpike with the ridge of Bolivar
Heights, where they took position.

Answer.

It

was

all

Question. What was the character of the artillery fire there compared
with what you had seen heretofore? I mean as to its severity.
Answer.

was a very severe

It

And

Question.
Answer.
fire

I

regarded

fire, I

should judge.

correctness of range

its

?

handsomely done, and
was ever under.

as very

it

of that description I

also very severe, the severest

Question. What was the conduct of our batteries during that engagement, as long as they had ammunition ?
Answer. Excellent

;

it

could not have been better.

Question. Were you present when I met Colonel Miles, up between the
and the extreme right say somewhere near the center of the line ?

—

left

Answer. Yes,

sir; I recollect

meeting him up there with you.

Question. Did you hear him speak to
Answer. Yes,

Do you

Question.
Answer.

I

me

in regard to the surrender?

sir.

recollect

what he said to me?

think I do.

what

Question. State

it

was,

if

you can.

He

remarked, in the first instance, that it would perhaps be necessary to
surrender, and you suggested to him that it would be better to call together the commanders of brigades, and see what they thought on the subject.

Answer.

Question. If you
what it was.

know anything

further in relation to that interview,

state

Answer. The commanders of brigades were sent for, according to your suggestion,
and appeared, at least some of them I recollect distinctly Colonel D’Utassy and Colonel Trimble being there I do not recollect, personally, the others. There Avere others
there, however; I was not personally acquainted with them.
;

;

Question.

Do you know

Answer. Yes,

the decision of the council

?

sir.

Question. State

it,

if

you please.

was, that there was no beneficial result to be gained by fighting longer
that it was merely sacrificing the men the position could be held but a very short
time, perhaps but an hour or two longer, and that at a great sacrifice.

Answer.

It

;

Question.
Answer.

I

that I heard

Was

that decision unanimous, or was

it

understood it to bo unanimous, as far as those
but I think I did.

all,

I

divided in opinion?
heard

;

I

do not

know
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Question. Did you ever Lear Colonel Miles say tLat our line of defense was to be on Bolivar Heights j that that line was to be where he
was going to make his figlit, or anything substantially like that?
Answer.

I

heard him make a remark to that

effect

more than once,

I think.

Question. Do you know of my having to deploy Colonel Willard’s
regiment after they were in line for the purpose of completing the connection between our right and the extreme left, on the Shenandoah
Eiver ?
Answer. Yes, sir; I know it was deployed.

Question. Were all the troops in that line able to form more than a
single line of battle ? Could there have been more than that there, with
the troops we had, aside from those for the defense of the bridges ?
Answer. All the troops that appeared, so far as my knowledge goes,
ployed, and they certainly did not handsomely cover the line.

had been em-

Question. What was your opinion in regard to the propriety or impropriety of the surrender at the time it occurred ?
Answ^er. At the time
been avoided.

Question.

it

occurred I regarded

Have you been

in

it

as proper; that

it

could not have

any other engagement besides that, and

where ?
Answer. The only other engagement of note I was in was the battle of Pea Ridge,
I have been in several skirmishes.

in Arkansas.

By

the

Judge-Advocate

:

Question. You have no knowledge of the condition of things on
Maryland Heights, which led to their evacuation ?
Answer. Nothing whatever, of

By

General

White

my own

knowledge.

:

Question. You may, or may not, know whether I was requested by
Colonel Miles to look to the left of the line on Bolivar Heights, to
attend to that particular portion, and what duty I discharged was to
be done there ?
Answer. I understood
not confident.

Question. That
Answer. Yes,

By

is

sir; I

it so

;

but whether

I

heard Colonel Miles say so or not

where we were during the entire

was not up on Maryland Heights

the. Court

at

all,

siege,

I

am

mostly?

myself.

:

Question. Did you ever know of any order given by Colonel Miles in
regard to the abandonment of Maryland Heights ?
Answer. No,

sir.

Question. Kor anything that passed subsequently", showing either
approval or disapproval on his part ?
Answer. No, sir I heard him make some remarks in the evening of the same day
of the evacuation. I do not know as it bears upon that point especially. He said
the troops he had there behaved very badly, and mentioned esi)ecially one regiment,
the One hundred and twenty-sixth New Y"ork. He said it not only ran whenever a
gun was fired, accidentally or otherwise, but also ran over what troops he had there,
1 hat would maintain their ]) 08 itions by themselves.
He said it was impossible to maintain the position of those heights, and that he could do no better than to give them up.
;

The Commission then adjourned
44 R R VOL XIX, PT I

—

to 11 a.

m. to-morrow.

;

:
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Washington, D.

The Commission met pursuant

Eugene McGrath,

Oapt.

0., October 14, 1862.

to adjournment.

called

by Colonel Ford, and sworn aod

examined as follows

By

Ford
What position do you

Colonel

Question.

:

hold in the military service

Answer. Captain of Company B, Fifth Artillery,

Where were you stationed
On Maryland Heights.

Question.
Answer.

How long had

Question.

Answer. Since the last of

New York

?

Volunteers.

%

you been stationed on Maryland Heights

May — the

29th of May,

I

?

think; perhaps the 1st of June.

Under whose command were you on the heights?

Question.

Answer. Colonel Miles, until you came.

At what time

Question.

sume command

did I arrive on Maryland Heights, and as-

?

Answer. I really cannot tell what time
days previous to the trouble there.

was.

it

It

was about

five or six or eight

Question. I want you to describe the location of your battery on the
heights. [Showing witness a map.]
Answer.

I

am

Answer.
half way.

under the impression

Was

Question.

On

the

it

was about here [indicating on the map].

on the heights or on the slope of the mountain ?
slope of the mountain, I should judge, about half way up, hardly
it

•

Question.

From

the time I arrived on the mountain and assumed
and energy did I show, if any, in preparing

command, what

activity

for defense there

?

Answer.

I

do not know, unless

it

was

to

throw your pickets out, and

all

that kind

of thing.

Question.

Was

Answer. Yes,

sir

;

I

anxious and determined there?

that was

my

impression

all

through.

Question, What was the condition of the roads where the troops
were located at different points ? What was the condition of the mountain paths, by which we reached this road ?
Answer.

What do you mean on
;

the top of the mountain

?

Question. Going up to the top of the mountain, and on the right and
left, and to the points where Colonel Sammon was, and Captain Palmer was.
Answer. A road was cut through there
your men through.

;

I

had

to blockade

it,

I

know, before

I sent

Question. I want you now, under a general question, to go on and
describe the condition of those troops runniug from the mountain top
down to your battery, &c.
looked on it as a general stampede myself I supposed it was general
my breastworks, and all around me, in my camp and all through it,
running on all sides. I did not know what to make of it.

Answer.

I

men coming

;

into

Question. Hid they run on your left, too, as well as into the breastworks, over past the old cabin there, over toward UnselPs ?
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Answer. UnselPs was away from

Question. I
Answer. Yes,
way.

sir; I

that direction.

saw them coming from that

direction as well as

down the other

Question. In great numbers
Answer.

I did

not have time to count them.

I

should think there were quite a lot

of them.

Question. Did you

make any

exertion to return those troops

?

of mine acting as infantry, what few there was,
;
to drive them hack, and I drew my pistol on them and called them a set of cowards,
and then I requested you, I think, hut I am not certain, to send a company to drive
them hack, and if they did not go back to shoot them down. I think I told you and
some other gentleman there, I do not know who he was.

Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir

got all the

I

men

How long did that exertion to replace those troops continue?

Answer. I really could not positively say. I do not recollect. I had a great deal
to do I had seven guns there, and my time there was taken up in paying proper
attention to them.
;

Question. You were well acquainted with that mountain and
roads and passes ?
Answer. Tolerably

;

for

my

time there

I

went over

it

all its

pretty well.

Question. Taking into account the enemy’s forces, whit you could learn
from reports of aides coming back and the running of our troops, was
there, in your opinion, a military necessity for abandoning the heights ?
Answer. I do not take what I heard from aides or anything like that. I was on the
mountain, on the lookout, on Thursday morning, Thursday noon, and Thursday afternoon. Major Steiner and myself were there, and Major Mcllvaine and myself were
there, and I was up there again with somebody else, I have forgotten who it was.
I
was up there three times. I saw the enemy come over from the side of the other
mountain, on the other side of Pleasant Valley, I think it was.

Questiou..
Answer.

I

Were you

there on Saturday morning also?

was not on the heights

Question.
opinion ?

From

all

;

I

was

at the battery.

that you could see and learn, what

Answer. I think we could have held out there for a spell ;
there a few hours, in my judgment. I did not want to leave

Question.

You do

not think

my impression,

was your

we might have

held out

it.

we could have held out much longer?

I knew then and what I have learned since,
was almost a matter of impossibility to keep it a great while. I did not know
what would turn up. We could keep it a spell, and I did not know but what something
might turn up to relieve us. That was my only hope in staying there; but if we had
staid there, we should not have* had any help in that time.

Answer.

that

It is

from what

it

Question.

What

do you know,

to get re-enforcements

if

anything, about an effort being

made

?

Answer. I know this I met Colonel Miles and made a requisition for re-enforcements, and he sent a requisition to General Wool. I saw the document myself. Colonel
Miles read it to me, to send a company of my old regiment up to me, so as to put a battery
at Solomon’s Gap. I think he told me there were plenty of guns here, lying around
Washington, 32-pounders and such guns. He wanted four 32-pounders and two 24pounders. He promised them to me every day. I calculated on having them every
day, and expected them every day. He said that he had made a requisition, but he
never got any. I made preparations and got everything in readiness so as to arrange
them on Solomon’s Gap waited two weeks.
:

;

Question. Was it considered on all hands that it was necessary in
order to hold that point to have artillery on the lookout and at Solo-

mon’s

Gap ?
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Colonel Miles detailed myself and Major Steiner in the first part
do not rememher exactly the day. He told us to make a separate
report.
We went there together and examined Solomon’s Gap and all that kind of
thing, and examined both valleys, and made a report to him, which, I xiresume, is on

Answer. Yea,
I think

of July,

file

sir.

;

I

now among his

papers.

Question. Did that report show the absolute necessity of these precautions
Answer. Both Major Steiner and myself— I never saw his report or he mine, hut my
was about the same as the other, as near as I could learn from Colonel
Miles both of us recommended it in the strongest terms, and the very moment I made
the report Colonel Miles then sat down and wrote a letter to General Wool for one
company of the regiment I belonged to.
rextort I believe

—

Question.

Where was

river

immediately before the order was given to
?

my tent,

Answer. You wore up to

Question.

I

mountain

retreat from the

I think, or sitting

on a bench outside of

my

tent

Do you recollect orderlies arriving from the other side of the

1

Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir.

.

How many

arrived there

Answer. I could not clearly say.
I do not recollect properly.

I

do not

?

know how many

;

they were coming quite

often.

Question.
Answer.

I

How many

do not think

myself. I do not think I
whole day.

Question.

Question.

I could

was

You were

Answer. Yes,

do you think

?

say anything about that, because I was not there
more than twice or three times the

there in the tent

there sometimes

when they brought orders tome?

sir.

Do you know

the contents of any of them?

Answer. I do not know the contents of any of them. I recollect your coming down
on horseback right to the intrenchment. I was working with the 12-pounder guns
there. You called me and read me an order to vacate, and asked my opinion about
it, and x>erhaps you recollect my reply.

Question.

Were you

Answer. Yes,

Question.
Answer.

I

the tent

when any orders came?

sir.

Do you

recollect the contents of

do not think

Question.

uii in

No,

I do.

sir; I

You say you made

any of them?

do not.

a reply to me.

What was

it ?

Answer. I do not recollect exactly the words. You asked me what you should do.
Says you, “ Caxitain, what shall I do ? These men are running away. Here is an order
from Colonel Miles,” and you went on to read it. It was to vacate and sxuke the guns,
&c. You asked what to do. I told you I was not ready yet to leave there I was going
to fight them yet a spell. I believe that was my rex)ly.
;

Question.

And

Answer. Yes,

did

we

fight

them yet a

sxiell ?

sir.

Question. For

how

long

Answer. Quite a good while.

?

Then

I

got the other order, the written order, long

after that.

Question.
the guns ?

Was

Answer. By you

there anything said before that day about sinking

?

Question. Did you hear anything from anybody that was in

command?
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Answer. No, sir; all I lieard about it wasthis Colonel Miles came up there, I think
the day before, and called me aside. Said he, “ Captain, they are about here in force.”
Said I, “Yes, I believe they are.” He said, “Damn ’em, fight ’em.” I said, “I will
stay here, colonel, nutil you say go, and I hope you will not say that.” Said he,
“No, sir; I will not say ‘go;’” and then he said, “Captain, if we are compelled to
leave, if they come on in force, we will have to spike these guns damn ’em, they sha’n’t
have ’em.” That was about what he said. He did not intimate to leave, or anything
of that kind, then, unless it was a hopeless case, as I understood him.
:

;

Question. Was there anything said by Colonel IMiles on the day of
the evacuation ? You saw Colonel Miles and me together, did you not 1
Answer. You were quite a ways off from us I do not know what passed between
you and him.
;

Question.

Do you remember my

questioning an orderly as to

he started with this order from Colonel Miles
Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir

;

when

?

I recollect that.
^

Do you remember my

putting him through a very severe

examination
Answer.

I recollect

Question.
Answer.

I

And

you asked him what time he

if

left there.

he came direct?

do not recollect that.

Question. Do you recollect his coming up there and my calling him
and putting him through a regular questioning, catechising him
some time about that order ?

to us,

Answer. I know you had some conv^ersation I do not know what it was. I simply
heard you ask him what time he left. I recollect something in relation to that between you and the orderly what time it was, or who he was; I do not know anything about it whatever.
;

—

By

Court
You had no

the

Question.

:

idea of what the substance of the order was

?

horseback, and I had my hand on
The document went on to order Colonel Ford to spike the guns, if it was
his thigh.
necessary, or something like that. I did not pay particular attention to it. The
colonel asked me what I thought about it; if we better not, under the circumstances,
abandon the place.

Answer. The colonel read

it to

me.

He was on

Question. Did it speak of abandoning the place
or only of spiking the guns?

and spiking the guns,

Answer. I think it referred to both, if I recollect properly. Colonel Ford read the
order to me, but the purport of it I do not exactly remember.

Question. State whether you had any understanding of what
'and what that understanding was?
Answer. The substance of

Question.

it

;

come

I

about

was

to vacate

was,

and spike the guns.

To vacate immediately and unconditionally?

did not understand the particulars. Ho read it to me. Said he, “ CapHe then read the paper to me. I did not understand the whole of
simply understood that we were to abandon the place. He asked my opinion

Answer.
tain,

it

it

I

here.”

it.

By

Ford

Colonel

:

Question. Do you not recollect distinctly that I was directed to take
the troops off in good order, and cautioned to see that they did not
stami)ede down the hill?
Answer. No,

sir

;

I

do not recollect that.
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good

off in

I have no doubt there was, hut I do not recollect it ; I could not
I recollect very well your briugiug the order
and reading it. I

Answer,

swear to
think it
was soon after that you called the orderly, some time after that, I think. My impression is that it was after that the next time he came up from the quarters.

it.

down

;

By

Judge-Advocate:
At what hour of the day was

the

Question.
Answer.

should think

I

it

was along about

this

?

12 o’clock

;

somewhere in that neigh-

borhood.

How

Question.

long before the evacuation took place was

it ?

Answer. I should judge it was a couple of hours, or two hours and a half
know. I should say it was about that time.

;

I

hardly

Question. You say that Colonel Ford asked your opinion of the order.
that did you think he asked your opinion as to what the order
meant, or whether that condition of the order on which he was to evacUpon what point did he ask your
uate had or had not occurred
opinion

From

Answer. He read the order to me. As I told you, I had my hand on his thigh he
These men kept running down all the time. He said to me,
“ Captain, under these circumstances, I guess we had better leave here.” Said he,
“ It is no use these men are running in all directions ” and they were running in
They retreated soon after they came there. They did
all directions, as I saw^ them.
not have much more than time to get to the top of the mountain, not more than a half
hour, before they broke and came down on me.
;

was on horseback.

;

;

Question. You cannot undertake to say wbether it was an absolute
order to evacuate or an order to evacuate on condition that certain
things happened, as that he was overwhelmed, or that his men broke

and run
Answer.

By

I

could not say in relation to that.

Ford

Colonel

:

Question. I want you to state to this court whether during
time I was cool, and calm, and dispassionate.
Answer. Perfectly

Question.

By

so.

As much

Answer. Yes,
aware of.

the

sir

;

all this

I

so as

you ever saw me

did not see any dilference from what

it is

now, that

I

am

,

Court

:

Question. If the troops uiion the heights had stood their ground, how
long do you suppose you could have held that place, with the troops
that were there ?

Answ er.

If they

had stood

there, I think I should

have been there

yet.

Question. If those troops upon the heights had had an efficient comDo you
mander do you not suppose they would have remained there
not think the difficulty was that there was nobody up there to control
them ?
Answer. That was the general opinion.

Question. Is
Answer. Yes,

it

sir.

not your opinion

?
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:

Answer.

knew one

I

them

of

;

of the

One hundred and twenty-

he was in the same regiment with

me last

year.

Question. Could you give the names of any officers that particularly
distinguished themselves in this retreat?
Answer.

was not up there at all I was down at the battery
was done pretty well enough of them in it.

I

;

—

retreating part

By

the

Court

;

but

I

think the

;

Question. Did not the officers retreat with the

men

?

—

—

Answer. Yes, sir I saw officers there. I heard I do not know as I saw it that
some of them went clean down below my works, down the side of the hill toward
the canal. They broke in every direction.
;

Question. Did you see any efforts on the part of the officers of the
twenty-sixth to stop the men at all, or did they lead

One hundred and
the way ?

Answer. All I saw in relation to that was that Colonel Ford got a company of the
Garibaldi Guards and drove them up the hill. Not long after that Colonel Miles, with
two or three staff officers, came along, and they drove up, I should think, 180 of them.
I should judge so from the few moments I looked at them.

Question. Was Colonel Ford on the top of the mountain in the advance any time during the day ?
Answer. No, sir I do not think he was not that I know of. He might have been*
;

;

there

;

I

do not know.

By
nel

Ford
Do you know

Colonel

Question.

:

the location of our forces there where Colo-

Sammon’s One hundred and

Kegiment was ?

fifteenth

Answer. They were right here [pointing to the map].

Question. Do you know where you requested me to place four companies to protect that point [indicating on the map] ?
Answer. It was through Colonel Miles that I suggested that. That was a knob
that run out of the mountain, perhaps a quarter of a mile, toward this Mr. Unsell’s
house. Colonel Miles said to me, “Captain, be careful of that; operate on that
mountain, and be well flanked on that knob, for they will try to get a battery there.”
That was literally true for the old gentleman, for they did try to get a battery there.
One of their men was taken prisoner who was trying to get a battery up there, and
he told us so.

Question.

Gap beyond
Answer.

I

And

the other forces were
the lookout ?

do not

Question.

know about

And we had

all

along here toward Solomon’s

that.

forces over here [indicating

on the map] under

Captain Crumbecker ?
Answer.

I

do not know how they were located.

Question. And then we had some over the
you describe the condition of these roads ?

Sandy Hook way.

Will

It is rather a difficult mountain to get about much ; however, the rebels
to get their batteries right along over the worst part of it, I know.

Answer.

managed

Question.

come back
Answer.

I

When you went up

any of these roads

in order to get to another one

do not

know what

?

points you have reference to.

it

was necessary

to

I
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Question. The point where Captain Palmer was, and out there where
Captain Crumbecker was.
Answer. I do not know where either of those parties were at all. I simply know

—

—

this that a portion of the First Maryland Regiment, as I heard I was not there I
did not leave the battery from the time I commenced firing that day until we left—
heard that they were on the lookout, or by the lookout, with the Thirty-second Regiment. Away from that, I do not know where they were located I simply know where
you sent your pickets, and where you sent your men, at my request.
;

;

Did those men send back

Question.

different places

Answer. Yes,

to

me

it

would have been prudent

Answer. You were at your headquarters, where
were looking for you all the time.

How

Question.
I

suppose

And

Question.
Answer.

I

long would
it

I

it

not very

;

to

have

to the lookout, an hour

and a half.

amount

of time?

the other points were.
difficult to find

and among the stones and rocks
Answer. Where was that

me

suppose your place was, and they

to the other points a corresponding

Was

for

have taken me to make the tour there ?

it

would have taken you, up

know where

do not

Question.

from these

sir.

Question. Do you think
gone up these paths ?

Answer.

for instructions

?

a

man

in this underbrush

?

on the top of the mountain

?

Question. Going through these by-paths.

man

Answer. If a

desired to hide

away he

could, but

you could see a man in the

paths.

Question. But you could not see him from headquarters, and
where he was, at any of these points ?
Answer. No,

Question.

tell

sir.

What is

your opinion of the force attacking us there, from
all you learned ?

what you saw yourself and from

Answer. If the force I saw in the valley was all coming to the mountain, it was a
terrible force. I do not know where they went. I am satisfied there were a great
many there.

Question.

Are you

Answer. Yes,

satisfied there

were a great many on the mountain ?

sir.

Question. In

all,

what

force are

you

satisfied

was there?

could not say from myself how many there were. I heard from some of
the colonels on the mountain that there were six brigades twenty-four regiments.
A colonel of the Seventh North Carolina Regiment these are his boots I have got on
now; we traded boots; mine hurt me I made a pretty good trade he told me there
were just twenty-four regiments there.

Answer.

I

—

;

Question. Attacking us there
Answer. Yes,

By

—

—

?

sir.

Court
Would a

the

:

battery and a force placed at Solomon^s Gap be
of any service in defending the heights against an enemy coming through
Question.

Pleasant Valley
Answer. Yes,

sir.

?

:

By
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Colonel

Was

Question.

Ford

not the

into Pleasant Valley
Answer. Yes,

way they aiiproached through Solomon’s Gap,

?

do not

I

sir.

:

know

as tliey could get

up there any other way to the

valley.

The

Question.
Answer.

I

night they came there and shelled us out of Solodid they bring there ?

could not say anything about that.

Question.

Do you know what

a deserter reported about

being down

I recollect a deserter

Answer.
he

first

how many regiments

mon’s Gap,

to your camp, hut I

it?

have forgotten what

said’.

By

Court

the

Question. Did you have

Heights

command

Maryland

of all the artillery on

?

that

was there

at the time.

How much

artillery

was there there

Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir

all

;

?

Answer. Seven pieces altogether. I got four brass pieces just before. I got two
pieces two days before, on Wednesday, and Thursday afternoon I got two more; I
think that was the time I received them.

Question.

What was

the caliber of those pieces

Answer. They were 12-pounder8,

Question.
Answer.

I

And

all

?

the four brass pieces.

of the other pieces

?

had two 9-inch guns and one 5-inch gun.

Question.

Were

those pieces near together in one battery

?

Answer. The big guns were about a rod apart.

Question. All the pieces were in the

same breastwork, were they I

Answer. The four brass pieces were in one breastwork.
think I had twelve hours’ notice.

Question.

I

got up a breastwork

I

Had you plenty of ammunition for those small 12-pounders?

Answer. Yes,

sir

;

I

had a pretty good supply.

I sent

over twice.

Question. Did you ever have occasion to use those 12-pounders
Answer. Yes,

Question.

;

?

sir.

When?

Answer. I covered the retreat of the whole body down the mountain I worked
the guns until they were all down the hill, and some of them on the pontoon bridge,
1 think, when I spiked the guns, and 1 worked them pretty much all day the day
;

before.

Question.
ain ?

Did you have occasion

to use

them coming down the mount-

Answer. I was on the side of the mountain, and these men who retreated from the
top of the mountain came down right on my works, and so down the road. The road
was right through my camp.

Question.

Did you have occasion

Answer. Yes,

Question.

to use those pieces at all

What

did you

fire

at

?

I fired at the enemy, I presumed.
I had the
100 yards, all clean down, back of mo and all around.

Answer.

?

sir.

woods cut back of me about
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it.

far outside

?

Answer. I tliink one was up against a tree, on the margin of the open space a
who waived a white handkerchief. Some of my company saw him before I did.
;

Question. That was after the infantry had retreated

When

man

?

they were coming down the hill I could not say whether they were
a half or two-thirds of the way down at the time. The man, if I recollect properly,
around
a tree and held out a white handkerchief. I knew we had no
had his arm
friends there, and so I blazed away.
,

Answer.

By

;

Ford

Colonel

When

Question.

:

you say

if

there had been any officer on the heights

to control the men they would have stood, did you allude to me or to
the officers in immediate command of the troops on the heights ?
Answer. I had not the slightest idea of referring to you in that remark, for you
were not there you had no command up there.
;

But you know that at these different points different
had commands at these points and gaps and passes there ?
Question.

Answer. No,

sir

;

do not

I

know about

that.

,

Question. Do you know that Captain Palmer had
point over there [pointing to the map] ?
Answer.

By

I

do not really

the

Court

know

;

I

officers

command

at the

heard that some of them had commands.

:

Question. You speak of an officer of the One hundred and twentysixth that you knew as one of the men retreating
Answer. I do not mean to say that of my own personal knowledge. I saw him go
up on the mountain with this regiment, and what I heard since led me to suppose
that he did not act like he ought to.

Question.

What was

his

name ?

Answer. Major Baird.

Question. What time of the day of the evacuation of the heights did
you see Colonel Miles about your battery ?
Answer. It was early in the morning

Question.
Answer.
or 9 o’clock

Was

It would
I could

;

it

;

I

could not exactly say what time.

6 o’clock, or 9 o’clock, or 12 o’clock?

all guess-work with me.
not he positive.

be

I rather

think

Question. That was the time you saw him that day
Answer. Yes,

Question.
order ?
Answer.

I

would be about

8

?

sir.

What

time was

it

that Colonel Ford came to you with this

think in the neighborhood of 12 o’clock.

Question. How long would
your battery to the Ferry ?
Answer.

it

Down

it

take Colonel Miles to go

to his quarters, three-quarters of

an hour or an hour,

judge.

Question.

You

did not see this order yourself?

Answer. Colonel Ford had

it

in his hand.

down from
I

should
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it ?

I did not.

;

Question. Did you understand at the time that that order was an
order for immediate evacuation, or was it left discretionary with Colonel
Ford to do so if he thought the enemy^s forces were too great for him ^
Answer.

I really could

not say in regard to that.

Had you no

Question.

Answer. Not the slightest.

impression at the time
I

had not made up

my mind.

I

was

fearful the thing

might occur.

Question. The order
Answer. Yes,

sir

;

a very serious impression.

What was

Question.

made no impression on you ?
it

*?

Answer. It was that I had to abandon my works. I had done everything I could
to make them effectual, and thought we would have to leave them before we had a
proper fight.

Question. In other words, you had an impression of disappointment?
Answer. Yes,

By

;

that

is

the full term.

Judge-Advocate
Have you particularly

the

Question.

Baird

sir

:

described the conduct of Major

?

Answer. I did not know his conduct. I simply had hearsay in relation to that.
simply saw him going up with his regiment.

Question.

You

did not see his conduct

upon the

field or

I

during the

retreat ?
Answer. No,

By

sir.

the

Court

:

Question. Did you have any conversation with Colonel Miles that
morning at your battery ?
Answer. Yes,

it

sir;

a few words; not many.

Question. Did he say anything that would indicate that he thought
was necessary to abandon the heights ?

Answer. I do not think he did that morning.
there the day before.

He

did the day before.

He was up

Question. I speak of that morning.
Answer.

By

I

do not recollect that he said anything about

the

Judge-Advocate

it

that morning.

:

Do you

think the order you speak of as being read to you
was more than the previous declaration that if you were overwhelmed
you were to abandon the heights, or do you think it was an order to
evacuate at once ?
Question.

my

Answer. I could not say, for
life ; I have not the remotest knowledge ; I recollect simply that Colonel Ford read it to me, and about that time things looked very
dark, the people running away in all directions. That was so humiliatiug that I did
not pay much attention to the order.
little while afterward Colonel Ford came to
me and asked me if I had it he had dropped it or lost it in some way. I told him,
^• No, sir
I did not have it in my hands at all.”
I think he came twice in relation

A

;

;

to

it.

'

!

700

OPERATIONS IN

By

Miles

Dr.

N. VA.,

W.

VA., MD.,

AND

PA.

[Chap.

XXXI,

:

Question. During the time you served under Colonel Miles, were you
well acquainted with him f
Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. During the w'hole time that you served under him, did 3 011
ever see in writing or hear in any conversation of his any words that
were treasonable to his Government
Answer.

My God

!

no, sir ; entirely to tlie contrary.

Question. When this order was read to you by Colonel Ford, was the
signature read or did you see any signature to it at all ?
Answer.

I

did not see

Question.
Answer.

I

it

Was the

at all.

signature read out

could not give the slightest opinion about

Question. Did you see the handwriting

it.

?

Answer. I might have seen the writing, but not a line. I know nothing except
that there was excitement all the time, and I was so outrageously grieved to see the
people running in on me that it aggravated the thing ten thousand times more. The
men had not time hardly to get up the mountain not more than a half or even a
quarter of an hour up there. At the time, Colonel Ford read to me simply the words
to evacuate and destroy the guns. The balance of it I have not the remotest recollection of I do not think I saw a line of it.

—

;

Question. Did 3"Ou see Colonel Miles after he was
Answer. Yes,

Question.

wounded?

sir.

Did he use any treasonable language

his senses or out

then, either

when

in

?

Answer. No, sir; I went in the room, I should judge, about 4 o’clock. I rode
down. The streets were then all full of the enemy’s soldiers. I rode down amongst
them, and after considerable exertion I got into the office, and finally into his room.
The surgeon was there, and some others. He was lying, his back toward the door,
on his side, and his leg was bandaged up. He heard my voice somebody spoke to
me as I came into the room. He turned over, reached out his hand and took mine
and pressed it; said he, “Captain, I have done my duty to my country, and I am
ready to die God bless you.” Those were the last words I heard the colonel say.
Every person in the room, seven or eight of them, I should think, heard the words
;

;

as I did.

By
into your

Court
You say these

the

Question.

:

infantry

men were

constantly running back

works ?

Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir.

What was done

with them

?

Answer. Colonel Ford detailed a lot of Garibaldians to drive them up on top of the
mountain, but my opinion is that they ran into the brush.

Question. Was any effort made to gather these men together and lead
into the fight by Colonel Ford ?

them

Answer. That was down in the valley where Colonel Ford’s camp was. I saw Colonel Ford and the major of the Garibaldi Regiment and some men. I do not know
how many the detachment consisted of; I should think some 25 or 30. They came
up the side of the hill within 5 or 10 feet of my breastwork, and soon after that
or just before I do not know which Colonel Miles drove up some 180 or 190 of
them drove them right up from the canal. I do not know what disposition he made
of them after they got out of sight of my camp.

—

—

—

:
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By Colonel Ford
Question. Do you tliiuk a man could well have done more than I did
to lead those troops back on the mountain ?
Auswer. I do not know whetlier you led them on the mountain in person or not.
:

Question. Starting them up under
Answer.

I

know you

them up

sent

;

I

command

do not

know

of

my

aides

?

whether they took them up

or not.

Was Colonel

Question.

Answer. Yes,

Miles and myself both working there

Question. For two or three hours

know

liow long
working to drive them up the hill.

Answer.

I

do not

Maj. John A. Steiner,
amined as follows

By

;

I

called

!

do not think as long as that.

Y^ou

were both

by Colonel Ford, and sworn and

Ford
What is your position in the

Colonel

Question.
States ?

?

sir.

ex-

:

military service of the United

Answer. Major.

Question.

Of whaU?

Answer. Of the First Maryland Regiment Volunteers, Potomac

Question.
there ?
Answer.

Were you on Maryland Heights

Home

Brigade.

at the time I arrived

Y^'es, sir.

Question.

What means have you

of

knowing the amount of the

enemy’s forces attacking us there, through Solomon’s Gap, and on the
crest, and on the eastern slope of the mountain %
Answer. From the reports of the officers who observed them from the top of the
mountain.

Question. In your opinion,
Answer.

I

how many men were

attacking us there

thought there were some 12,000 or 15,000, i)erhaps more;

I

?

thought that

at the time.

Question.

When

were our pickets shelled out of Solomon’s Gap
I am not

Answer. I think on Thursday, previous to the evacuation of the heights;
•certain, however, about the time, but I think it was Thursday.

Question.

How

long had you been on the heights, in camj) there

?

received the order from' Colonel Miles on the 23d of June last. On the
24th I went to the heights and relieved the New Y'^ork Eighth Cavalry, and was there
then until the evacuation of Maryland Heights.

Answer.

I

Question.

Were you acquainted

there with the roads, by-ways, paths,

&c.^
Answer. Not

all

of them, but the i)riucipal roads.

Question. Were you acquainted with the roads, generally, leading to
the ])laces where our troops were stationed, under Colonel Sammon,
Captain Palmer, Major Hewitt, Captain Crumbecker, &c.‘?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. Describe to this court the condition of those roads, as to
the practicability of traveling them.

;
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Answer. Tbe troops that were engaged principally in this action were upon the toi>
of the mountain. They were reached by two or three roads. The road that I went
more frequently to the position was to the left of the mounfcain, and that, I suppose,
from our camp was at least 2 miles, if not 2^ miles. It took almost a northern direction for perhaps a half or three-quarters of a mile, then a northwestern direction up
the rugged sides of the mountain until near its top, and then the road went directly
east to the block-house, or the lookout, as it was called. The other road, the military
road, led by Captain McGrath’s camp, along the spur of the mountain, by the Potomac, until it got to the top of the fnountain, and this road was almost directly north
to the lookout or the breastworks. That road was regarded as 2^ miles from the camp.
It was so understood to be.

Question. Taking into consideration the condition of those roads, how
it have taken me from my camp to have visited the several
points where those troops were stationed and returned ?

long would

Answer. You could not have gone around, in
hours not under three hours, I am satisfied.

my opinion, under three, perhaps fouiv

;

Question. During that day, were the persons commanding at those
different points continually sending couriers to me, every five or ten

minutes ?
Answer.

I believe so

;

the couriers came frequently.

Question. Was I continually active from early morning until
those heights
Answer. Most undoubtedly, more so than

I

we

left

expected you to be.

Question. I want.you to go on and tell the court what you know about
troops running down from the mountain, in confusion, into the valley.

On the morning

of the 13th, Saturday morning, the hour I do not rememhill in a great deal of confusion
ran by, or hurried by. Colonel Ford’s quarters I pursued them and forced them back,
forced them back to his quarters, and there held them until they were brought into
order, and sent up the mountain toward the battery. I believe they could not be got
well beyond that that is, I so understood.

Answer.

ber, there

was a number of troops came down the
;

;

Question. How long did this breaking of troops continue during the
day there ^ If all day, state it.
Answer. It was pretty much from the morning,
the order was received for evacuating I think so.

I

think, about 8 o’clock, up until

;

Question. Did you notice
troops back into position ?
Answer. Yes,

Question.

Question.

exertions in endeavoring to get those

sir.

And

Answer. Yes,

my

also the exertions of Colonel Miles

?

sir.

Did you

see us working together at

it ?

Colonel Miles was present during the morning. I heard you
threaten very emphatically some troops that were near your quarters. You used very
strong language, and told them that if they did not return you would shoot them.

Answer. Yes, sir

You were then

in

;

your saddle.

Question. Was Colonel Miles and I engaged in the same effort to get
these troops back there ?
Answer.

I

think

so.

Question. What time in the morning did Colonel Miles
the side of the hill there
I

Answer. My impression
be wrong.

is

that

it

was about 9

or 10 o’clock

may

Question.

How

long did he remain there

?

;

that

is

come up on

my

impression;
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Colonel Miles, you rememher, ordered me to place
I do not know.
One hundred and fifteenth New York, Colonel Sammon’s regiment, and
suppose, an hour, nearly, to get them in position, on the western side of

Answer. That
in position the
it

took me,

I

the mountain.

Question. What do you know, if anything, about an effort being
to get axes, shovels, or anything like that, to do work on the
mountain, to cut down trees, make breastworks, &c. ?

made

Answer. I understood it to he said at your quarters that axes had been called for,
but they were not in the quartermaster’s department at Harper’s Ferry I understood
it to be said at your quartern; who said it 1 do not remember.
;

Question. Taking into view the condition of these running troops, and
the amount of the enemy in force about us there, was there a military
necessity for evacuating Maryland Heights ?
Answer.

I believed so

then; I believe so

Question. In your opinion, could
Answer. No,

sir

;

we

still.

we have

could not have done

held out

much

longer

?

so.

Question. Do you remember of seeing Colonel Miles and myself in
my quarters after your return from placing Colonel Sammon’s regiment?
Answer. Yes, sir; or
just afterward.

it

was

either just afterward or just before; I think

Question. Eelate to the court any conversation you

between

it

was

may have heard

us.

Answer. I just came in at the moment when you were complaining of the breaking
of certain troops that were on the mountain. Colonel Miles was about leaving. Says
he, “ Colonel Ford, then do the best you can spike your guns and throw them down
the mountain.”
;

Question. Do you remember my sending
try to stop up Solomon’s Cap with trees ?
Answer. Yes,

Question.
in there ?

men

out time and again to

sir.

Do you remember an

effort

made by me

to

throw a big rock

Answer. There were some heavy rocks thrown into that road on the western side,
Sharpsburg side, of the mountain, and large timber cut down at least that was reported by one of my officers who was sent out for the purpose. Lieutenant Beard.
;

By

the Judge- Advocate:

Question. At what hour in the day did this interview take place
between Colonel Miles and Colonel Ford ?
could scarcely say what hour it was I do not remember what hour Coloto the heights ; I think it was about 9 or 10 o’clock it may have
been nearer 11. I do not remember distinctly.

Answer.

nel Miles

I

;

came over

;

Question. Did you understand the words which he used at parting
from Colonel Ford to be an absolute order to evacuate, or only upon
condition that he was overwhelmed ?
Answer. I regarded it as an order for leaving the heights. I was a little surprised
at it, but I so understood it. When I heard that remark I would say that my heart
sank, but I thought we were to leave the heights. I so understood it.

Question.

You

did not feel then that there was any necessity for such

an abandonment at that time
I

?

thought there was a necessity from the fact that Colonel Miles, in whom
had entire confidence, made use of that language, but previous to that I did not.
Answer.

I

Question. Did the evacuation begin immediately after this inter-

view

?.

;
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Answer. No, sir; not immediately afterward. I think the evacuation commenced
about 2 o’clock. I am not certain, however, about that. I was constantly engaged,
and very seldom consulted my time-piece.

By

tlie

Question.

Court

Who

:

was present

else

at this interview

?

Answer. I do not remembeivof any person being present. There may have been
one or two of Colonel Ford’s officers there I do not remember of any others.
;

Question. You say
Miles was there ?
Answer.

I fixed it

Question.
tion

I

think

Question.
Answer.

I

was about 10

from 9 to

Had any

commenced

Answer.

it

o’clock,

you think, when Colonel

11.

fighting occurred after he

left,

before the evacua-

?

so.

Where?

think up on the heights

I

;

am

not sure about that.

Question. Then, what there occurred between the time Colonel Miles
left, when j^ou thought there was no necessity for evacuating, and 2
You
o’clock, when the evacuation took place, to render it necessary ?
say that at 11 o’clock you did not consider it necessary to evacuate.
At 2 o’clock you say there was a military necessity for it. What had
there occurred in the mean time to make it necessary ?
Answer. I said that previous to Colonel Miles making the remark I had thought
there was not. After his making the remark, as I said before, having the confidence
I had in him, I believed it then to be necessary.

Question. Then, when you state it to be a military necessity to evacuate at 2 o’clock, it was nothing from what you knew yourself, but
simply from what you heard Colonel Miles say?
,
Answer. Principally

Question.

;

yes, sir.

\

How many men

was stationed

had you

Answer. Collected together, do you mean

Question. Yes,
troops ?

sir.

where Colonel Ford

?

How many men

Answer. There were not

Question.

at this point

?

many

were there on duty

—how many

there.

How many?

Answer. The principal part of them wore about the battery. Captain McGrath’s
battery.

Question.
Answer.

was

How far

was that away

?

suppose, perhaps 200 or 300 yards
principally, however, at the battery that
I

;

Question.
at all

Had

these

men

;

200 yards, I suppose.

was

Colonel Ford

his position.

in this i)osition

been themselves attacked

?

Answer. No, sir the enemy’s force had not got down to this position then.
were only within a few hundred yards. The firing was quite near.
;

Question.

You say you were absent

They

at one time during that morning,
What time was that

])lacing the One hundred and fifteenth Eegiment.
after Colonel Miles’ arrival, or before ?
or

Answer. Colonel Miles sent
may be a little after.

it

me with

that regiment.

I

think that was at 9 o’clock,

Chap.
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Question. Did that regiment arrive on the field with Colonel Miles,
or about the time ?
Answer. I do not know. I had just returned from the execution of an order,
Colonel Miles saw me and sent me with this regiment.

Question.
itf

You do

know when

not

this

when

regiment arrived ?

Answer. No, sir; I can only tell about the time
was between 9 and 10 o’clock.

I

placed them in position.

I

think

Question. Do you know of any re-enforcements having arrived at the
heights that morning ?
Answer. The One hundred and fifteenth Regiment, Colonel Sammon’s, came up, and
Colonel Downey’s.

Question.

They came up on the heights that morning ?

Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir

they came up that morning.

;

Do you know

about what time

?

Answer. Colonel Downey’s came previous to the One hundred and fifteenth New
York. I think Colonel Downey got up there about 8, or between 8 and 9 o’clock.

Question. The

One hundred and

fifteenth arrived after that

?

Answer. After that yes, sir or if they got there previously I did not see them
before that time. There was a company with two howitzers came up that morning.
I do not remember what company it was.
They came before Colonel Downey’s got
up. I do not remember what regiment it was attached to.
;

Question.

You

say you understood Colonel Miles to give an order to

abandon the heights
Answer.

I

;

?

repeated the language he used in reference to that battery.

Question. I understood you to say that the impression
that it was an order to abandon the heights.
Answer. I so understood it
to Colonel Ford.

;

yes, sir

;

that was

my

upon you was

conclusion from his language

Question. That was what you understood'?
Answer.

I so

understood

it.

Question. Did it not occur to you to be singular that he should give
an order to abandon a post that he had just re-enforced with two regiments and a section of artillery ?
Answer.

I

as the action

cannot say that

it did,

because things developed themselves, I presumed,
I jiresumed that Colonel Miles’

went on or as the engagement progressed.

apprehension of things developed themselves.

Question. After he came up on the heights
Answer.

By

I

presume

Colonel

?

so; yes, sir.

Ford

:

Question. Did you see Colonel Miles and myself together as
retreating from Maryland Heights ?
Answer. After

we

we were

got to the Ferry I rode up to Colonel Miles to report, or rather
When I
I should report to Colonel Maulsby or not.
rode up to him. Colonel Miles and Colonel Ford were engaged in conversation, pleaso.ntly apparently, and very friendly.
When I asked the question of Colonel Miles
whether I should report to Colonel Maulsby, he first answered me, “ Yes, sir.” I then
rode to my detachment, which was in front of Colonel Miles’ headquarters, and one
of his aides came after me. Says he, “ Colonel Miles desires to see you, major.” I
reported at once to him, and he then placed me in position at the railroad bridge, the
iron bridge, which position I held with my detachment until the surrender.
to ask

him the question whether

45
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and talking when you

came back ?
Answer. I think

so.

^

By

Dr. Miles
Question. What connection did that conversation you overheard in
relation to the evacuation of the Maryland Heights have to the previous
conversation or did you hear the conversation %
:

;

Do you

Answer.

refer to the

Question. Yes,

sir

;

remark about spiking the guns ?

and the abandonment of Maryland Heights.

Answer. I did not hear the entire conversation. I remarked that I got in just previous to the remark when Colonel Ford was complaining about the breaking of the
troops on the mountain, not being able to hold them in position. Then I heard Colonel Miles give the response I repeated.

Question.

Did you

any written order

see

for the evacuation of

Mary-

land Heights
Answer. No,

sir

;

I did not.

The Commission then adjourned

to 11 a.

m. to-morrow.

Washington, D.
The Commission met pursuant
Lieut.

*

*

*

*

*

John B. Pearce,

C., October 15, 1862.

to adjournment.

called

*

*

by Colonel Ford, and sworn and

ex-

amined as follows

By

Ford
What is your

Colonel

Question.
States?

:

position in the military service of the United

Answer. Lieutenant and adjutant of the Thirty-second Ohio Regiment.

Question.

Were you on Maryland Heights with

Answer. Yes,

Question.
Answer.
5th.

I

am

the regiment?

sir.

What

time did you go there

?

think I first went there on the 5th of September.
not certain, however.
I

I believe it

was the

Question. Please state to the court what you know about efforts
being made to fortify and secure artillery for the heights, &c.
Answer. When I first went there we had a battery of artillery that came part of
the way with us to where we commenced making the ascent of the heights. The bat-

was there ordered back by Colonel Miles, and never came with us. That battery
was intended to fortify Solomon’s Gap, the key of the position, as we thought. The
next day you made another effort to get a battery, but still we got none. You made
several other efforts. I moved down, at the solicitation of Colonel Ford, on several
But we got no battery and were promised none.
occasions ten or twelve times.

tery

—

We were promised one on the heights proper, but not back at Solomon’s Gap.
Question. What do you know, if anything, about efforts being made
to procure axes, &c., to fell the timber

?

Answer. We made efforts three or four days before the fight commenced to obtain
axes, but we obtained no axes. We had but ten axes on the mountain. I counted
them myself. I got them and gave them into the hands of the men.

Question. State what you know about our efforts to obstruct SoloGap and the passes in the mountain there.

mon’s

Answer.

We made efforts by sending out as many men as could handle the axes.

I
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believe 50 meu were sent out with the ten axes to obstruct all the roads they could
possibly obstruct the principal roads, and they did obstruct some of them.

—

Question. State

when our

pickets were

first

shelled out of Solomon’s

Gap.
Answer. Thursday evening, just after supper time.

Question.
crest of the

What

time after that did the fighting commence on the

mountain

?

Answer. The next afternoon, I believe, skirmishing commenced there. In the evening our pickets and theirs were just 100 yards apart. While I was there in the
evening we could hear them talk distinctly. That was on Friday night, I believe.

Question. Will you describe to the court the condition of the troops
up on the mountain during all day on Saturday ?
Answer. They were running in every direction on Saturday. I was carrying orders
to the top of the heights, and I met them running, and saw them in the bushes and
behind trees and rocks and every place else. They appeared to be coming from every
direction, mostly. The One hundred and twenty-sixth New York were the troops I saw
running. I was ordered by Colonel Ford to take some men, and I did take 20 men,
and rout them out of the bushes aud send them back to their places. I should think
there were 200 or 300 of them about headquarters, or within the neighborhood, within
COO or 700 yards around in the ravines coming off the mountain. They were in wild
confusion and dismay.

Question. Did that state of things continue up to the time of the
evacuation
Answer. It continued all the time until we left the heights. We tried to rally them.
took a squad of them up to the top of the heights, but we could never get them up
to the top of the heights. They scattered in every direction. There were so many
paths and by-roads there that there was every opportunity to escape. Nobody could
possibly hold them.
I

Question. State what you know about
forcements on the mountain.

my making

efforts to get re-en-

Answer. You made every effort you could. I went twice, by your orders, to get re-enforcements. I went down the morning we evacuated the heights. The evening before,
Colonel Miles said we should have re-enforcements at daylight ; but they never came.
I went down at 8 o’clock in the morning. There was no sign of re-enforcement yet.
But he immediately [ordered] Colonel Downey’s Maryland regiment, I believe, and
said if he did not get out in five minutes Jie would put Colonel Downey under arrest.
Colonel Downey said afterward he never ordered him. We did not get re-enforcements until 9 o’clock.

Question. What was said the evening before by Colonel Miles about
our being attacked there ^
Answer. That was the morning of the fight I went down. He said there was nobody
on Maryland Heights but skirmishers, but that we should expect an attack on the
plateau on the Rohrersville road. I told him there was nobody there, but that there
were two brigades on the mountain. He said there was not. I told him he would
soon find there was. He ordered me back, and told me to tell Colonel Ford to watch
the Rohrersville road. We had been scouting that road, but had never found any
force out there. I was out there myself 4 miles, aud forced in their pickets.

Question.

What do you know

about the force of the enemy on the

mountain ?
Answer. We were attacked in front by eight regiments, as I afterward understood.
looked like that by the demonstration they made. I was told by rebel officers that
they had there that morning Barksdale’s division two brigades, and there was one
brigade in Pleasant Valley, back of us.

It

Question.
the right or

—

What do you know

about the enemy trying to flank us on

left ?

Answer. Captain Crumbecker sent word* about 2 o’clock, I think it was, that we
were being flanked by a brigade on the eastern slope of the mountain. That is the
information he sent to headquarters.
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you know, from all you saw there, the troops runthese things taken into account, in your opinion was
there a military necessity for evacuating the heights ?
Question.

ning away, and

all

all

Answer. I think so when-they were all rnonin^; I did not see anybody standing
their ground, as I thought, doing proper. I could hardly get through with an order as
I was sent up the heights.
It was almost impossible to get through the troops running down the steep mountain road. I went uj) eight times, I believe, during the day.
‘

;

Question. Is there anything else you think of?
Answer.

I

If so, state

it.

There were a great many things that transpired

do not remember.

there.

By

Judge-Advocate
know any of

the

:

Question. Did you
twenty-sixth ?

the officers of the

One hundred and

Answer. By sight, only.

Question. Not by
Answer. No,
morning.

sir; I

name ?

did not

know them by name.

The

first I

saw of them was that

Question. Did they seem to be as conspicuous in the flight as their
men, or did they attempt to rally their men ?
Answer. I saw a great many of the line ofiicers on the slope of the mountain. I
did not see any down where we got the majority of the runaways. I was told, however, they

were there.

Question.

What were

those officers doing

?

Answer. Standing around the hospitals and ambulances and ammunition wagons.

Question.
Answer.

By

I

You saw none

did not

;

Court
You did not know Major

Answer.

What was

I did

Question.

to rally their

men ?

:

Answer. I knew him when
not seen him before.

Question.

them attempting

not one of them.

th^

Question.

of

saw him.

I

Baird, of that regiment?

had just seen him that morning.

I

had

he doing ?

not see him at

Did you

I

see

all.

I only

know by

hearsay.

any other troops running except that

regi-

ment ?
Answer.

By

I

did not.

the

Judge-Adyocate
away
:

Question. Did they throw

arms with them

their arms, or did they carry their

?

Answer. Some of them had arms, others had not; the majority had arms. Those
that came off the western slope, through the bushes, had lost their arms, some of them.
They were all “sick” when I saw them.

By
this

Court
Do you know how many regiments were on

the

Question.

:

the

hill

besides

One hundred and twenty-sixth ?

Answer. There were only our regiment and a dismounted cavalry company up on
the top of the

Answer.

hill.

Were those the only forces under Colonel Ford ?
No, sir. We had some off on the western slope.

Question.
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Question. I spoke of
Heights.

all

the troops there for the defense of Maryland

Answer. There were, I believe, five or six eompanies
they were performing picket duty.

the spring there

far

the

left,

at UnselFs,

and

was that away

Answer. Not over a half a mile,

Had

Question.

off to

;

How

Question.

709

I

should think.

they been driven in

?

Answer. No, sir except at the time we left. They were driven in then. There
was a man shot right there at Unselfs, about a half a mile from headquarters. We
had, however, two companies of the One hundred and fifteenth New York Regiment, I
think it was, and one of ours out 3 miles, at a place called “the school-house.” But
they were driven in.
;

At what time ?

Question.

Answer. When the fight was raging on the mountain. They had to bo driven because they had to come in around that way. Then there was a force went out in the
morning to Solomon’s Gap, some six companies, under the command of Major Hildebrandt they came back and claimed that they were driven in, but I did not believe
they were.
;

Question. Were you with Colonel Ford
abandon the heights ?
Answer. No,

sir; I

at the time he determined to

was out, carrying orders.

Were you with him when he gave

Question.

Answer. Yes,

sir; I

carried the order.

Question. Then you were with
the heights ?
Answer. Yes,

sir;

him when he determined

me he had the

he told

Do you know what

Question.
heights ?

Answer. The reason that we
not get any re-enforcements.

What was

Question.

the order?

all

to

abandon

order ready.

reason he gave for abandoning the

had that the troops would not stand, and we could
;

the reason assigned by Colonel Ford ?

Answer. The reason was that they refused him re-enforcements, and what troops ho
had did not stand their ground.

Question. I understood you to say that only one regiment ran
the others stood their ground.

5

that

all

Answer.

We had only six companies of

our regiments there.

Question. That was the reason assigned by Colonel Ford
Answer. Yes,

sir

;

one of the reasons,

Question. You know of no instructions that he
authority to abandon the heights, do you ?

had from any higher

Answer. No, sir. I was constantly on the move that morning, and
quarters only to receive orders and carry them.

By

Colonel

Ford

?

I believe.

was not

in head-

:

Question. Did you not hear me say, after speaking of the condition
of the troops, that I had been ordered or authorized by Colonel Miles
to evacuate

?

Answer. You had moved up to Captain McGrath’s quarters?

Question. Y^es,
Answer.

Up

sir.

near the field?

:
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sir.

Answer. I do not remember. But that was tbe understanding we all had there.
When you authorized me to carry the orders I carried them, and that was the understanding on the heights, that we had orders from Colonel Miles wo understood it so.
;

By

Miles
Question. From what did you form your idea that this battery was
go to Solomon’s Gap —the battery you speak of as being intended
Dr.

:

go to Solomon’s Gap, that you did not receive
Answer.

went over

It

to
to

?

was the place of defense that Colonel Miles had spoken about before we

there.
\

Question.

Who

ordered

it

to go there

Answer. It was not ordered any place
It

that

;

?

was the intention

to

have

it

go there.

was ordered up the heights and stopped.
Question.

Was

Answer. Yes,

Question.

Was

Answer. No,

was

fixed

the battery under Colonel Ford’s command'?

not attached to Colonel Trimble’s brigade

it

they brigaded a

sir;

lot of troops

over there; I do not

was in Colonel Trimble’s brigade.

I believe it

;

belonged to our regiment.

sir; it

But

was

it

?

know how

still

it

in our regi-

ment, and never had been transferred.

Capt.

John

T.

Whittier,

called

by Colonel Ford, and sworn and

examined as follows

By

Ford
What is your

Colonel

Question.
States

:

position in the military service of the United

•?

Answer. Captain Company F, First Regiment Potomac

Home

Brigade, Maryland

Volunteers.

Question.

How

long were you stationed on Maryland Heights

Answer. I could not
do not

know

tell exactly.

?

Somewhere between three and four months;

I

the exact dato.

Question.

Were you

Answer. Yes,

there

when

I first arrived there

?

sir.

Question. I want you to state to the court, as briefly as possible, the
made by me to get defenses up there on the heights.

efforts

Answer.

I

suppose you want to

Question.

Make

I arrived there, as

it

know from beginning

to

as short as possible. Did I
as I possibly could

much

end ?

make

exertions

when

*?

Answer. Yes, sir I think I was brigade officer of the day the third day you arThat day Colonel Ford gave me especial orders to go into Solomon’s
Gap and examine every picket post he had there, and if I saw any position where
another post was needed to post it there. *1 went out. Around the picket posts was
between 11 and 15 miles, the nighest way we could come to it. I went into Solomon’s Gap in the morning. I discovered that it was necessary to have another picket
post there. Colonel Ford said to me that he did not want any men that could run
away cavalry could run away infantry could not run away. I then stationed, I
;

rived there.

;

;

think, 22 infantry.

may be all well enough, but
make efforts to obtain axes?

Question. This
record.

Did

Answer. Yes,

I

it

only lumbers up the

sir.

Question. State

what you know about

that.

Answer. I happened to bo in Colonel Ford’s headq[uarters

;

I

think

it

was on
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Sunday evening. I asked Colonel Ford about some axes. He asked where could he
get them. I told him he could make a requisition on the quartermaster at Harper’s
Ferry and get axes, which he immediately ordered his quartermaster to do.

Question.

Wbat was

the result of that effort ?

Answer. He went over and came back, and said he could not get them that day.
Colonel Ford ordered him, in my presence, to go the next day. He went over and
said there were no axes there to be had.

Question.

Did

Answer. Yes,

Question.

I direct

you

to erect that fortification

up there ?

sir.

Do you know

of

my

trying to get axes for you there ?

Answer. Yes, sir. I had a letter in my trunk from you, but it was taken from me.
It said if axes could possibly be got they would be there the next morning.

Question. Did
not get axes ?
Answer. Yes,

we

to extend that fortification because

fail

could

sir.

Question. Did I direct the timber to be cut
Answer. Yes,

we

down ?

sir.

Question. Did

we

fail to

do that simply because we could not get

axes?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. Describe to the court, as briefly as possible, the troops running, and the efforts made by you and others to stop them.
Answer. The time I came down from the heights I was taken with cramp colic
very seriously, and had to remain at my quarters. The next day I crawled out, determined to do all I could. I discovered the One hundred and twenty-sixth Regiment
New York Volunteers, very visible, in the woods coming down. I heard Colonel Ford
order them back and order a guard to be stationed there to send them back. I saw
them sent back, and saw them crawl in the woods. I afterward notified a sergeantmajor who was there that they were all lying in the woods that the woods were
all full of them
that they did not go up. He went up and tried to get them out, but
could not get them.
;

;

Question. Did you yourself

make any

effort ?

Answer. I did.

Question.

Go on and

state

what you

did.

Answei. I tried all I could to get the men back. I told them they must go back;
that as we had but few men there, what men we had there must go back. They
would not pay any attention to any one. Nobody had any command over them.
They were worthless not worth anything.
;

By

Court
What were

the

Question.

:

their

own

officers

doing

?

Answer. I did not see many of their own officers I do not know as I saw any of
them. I cannot say I saw any of their own officers there. I saw an officer, a first
lieutenant, I think, taking some 50 or 60 of them up, trying to get them up, about an
hour before we left the heights. He collected them away down by the canal.
;

By

Colonel

Ford

:

Question. Do you remember seeing the forces
that day clear down the valley ?

—

Answer.

What

Question.

ning away

away down the

valley

forces?

The One hundred and twenty-sixth and other troops run-

?

Answer. Yes,

sir.
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How many ?

I sliould

think there were at least 400 troops there.

Question. Did you

make an

effort to get

them

to return

?

Answer. I told the ofiScers they should take them hack. That was the
I spoke of.
He tried to take hack some 50 of the men.

first

lieuten-

ant

Question.

Did

this continue until

we

left

the heights

?

Answer. It did. Before we left the heights there were some 300 or 400 men marched
across the pontoon bridge from Harper’s Ferry. They had been over there and gathered
them up. I was down there and saw that.

Question. From all that you know of the position of our forces there,
the running away of the troops, and the position of things about Maryland Heights, in your opinion, was there a military necessity to leave ?
Answer. Yes,

I

sir.

heard a conversation which took place between you and Colo-

nel Miles.

Question.

Go on and

state

it.

Answer. Colonel Miles was swearing around there. I do not recollect the words
he used. He used a great many profane oaths about those men that they were not
worth anything that they could not be stopped. You wished him to give you one
good regiment. Says he, “ You can’t have another damned man.” Those were the very
words he used. ‘‘If you can’t hold it, leave it.” Those were the very words that
Colonel Miles spoke to you in my presence, right in your door-way.
;

;

•
Question. Were Colonel Miles and myself together trying to rally
these troops during the day ?

Answer. Yes,

By

the

*

sir.

Court

:

Question. Was that after or before he made this remark to Colonel
Ford, that he could not have another man ?
Answer. Both after and before.

Question. That he was trying to rally these
Answer. Yes,

men ?

sir.

By the Judge-Advocate:
Question. Did you know any of the officers of the
twenty-sixth Eegiment?
Answer.

One hundred and

I did not.

Question.

You saw none

of

them making any

efforts to rally their

men
Answer.

I only

saw

this first lieutenant I

speak

of.

Question. How long after this interview between Colonel Miles and
Colonel Ford did the evacuation begin ?
Answer. I certainly could not

tell that.

I should think, as nigh as I can recollect,
2 o’clock, that this interview

was abouc noon-time, or in the neighborhood of 1 or
took place. I would not say certain I think it was.
it

;

By

Miles
Were you not informed

Dr.

:

at the time the requisition was
Question.
for axes that they were employed by the chief engineer on Boli-

made

var Heights
Answer.

I

was

not.

Question, ^^o such word sent
Answer.

I

do not

know anything about

the order.

I

did not receive any order.

3

:
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Question. I thought you were with Colonel Ford
the report.
Answer. I told him Avhere he could get them.
hut did not get thorn.

He made

when he received

a requisition for the axes

Questiop. At this time, when you say you were present at the conversation when Colonel Miles said they should not receive another man,
did he not say he could not spare a single man from the front
Answer.

I

think he said he expected an attack from the front.

Question.

How many

regiments did you receive ?

Two full regiments and two parts
serves me I could not tell exactly.

Answer.
ollection
self,

at

;

of regiments, I think, as far as my recI was busily engaged all the time my-

work night and day.

•

Capt. C. J. Brown, called by Colonel Ford, and sworn and examined as follows

By

Ford
What is your

Colonel

Question.
States ?

:

position in the military service of the United

Answer. I hold a captain’s commission in the First Maryland Regiment Potomac

Home

Brigade.

Question.

How

long were you stationed on Maryland Heights

?

Answer. About two months, I think.

Question.

Were you

there on Saturday, the day of the evacuation

?

there engaged in those fights on the mountain

?

Answer. I was.

Question.
Answer.

I

Were you

was.

Question. Both in the morning and later ?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. I want you to describe to the court the condition of the
troops stampeding and running there.
Answer. You ordered

me up

to the

mountain the night

before,

on Friday night, to

the lookout.

Question. Confine yourself to the question, and

make

it

as short as

possible.

Answer. I went up there the night before and reported to Major Hewitt. The next
morning, about daylight, the fight commenced. A short time afterward he ordered
me to deploy my company and Company B on the right, from the lookout to the breastwork. I did so, and staid there until the fight was over, until we were ordered to fall
back that they might shell the heights there.

Question.

You have

not answered

dition of the troops breaking

saw of

my

question.

Describe the con-

and running from the heights, what you

it.

Answer. My company and Company B, the Thirty-second Ohio, and what Garibaldi
Guards were there stood first rate, asf thought. The One hundred and twenty-sixth
New York broke, and, were not reformed again as a regiment during the fight, as I
could see, and I was in the whole of it.

Question. From the forces of the enemy that you
flanking upon your right, what was your opinion?
tary necessity for evacuating the heights ?
Answer.

I

think

so.

When we were

the left flank of the breastwork.

We

saw there, and the

Was

there a mili-

ordered to fall back they had partially turned
were catching a cross-fire.

:

:
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then receiving a cross-fire ?

sir.

By the Court

:

Question. Did you notice the conduct of the major of the One hundred and twenty-sixth Eegiment at all ?
^
Answer. I saw Mm there I did not know who he was at the time I have since
doing all
learned he was the major of the One hundred and twenty-sixth. I saw him
he could, I thonght, to rally his regiment, and also the colonel of the One hundred
and twenty-sixth. He acted very bravely, I thought; recklessly, as I thought.
Question. The major, then, was rallying the regiment at the time the
colonel was doing so ; that was previous to the colonel being wounded?
;

|

Answer. Yes,

sir

;

they were both of them rallying their men.

Question. Did you see the major trying to rally that regiment after
the colonel was wounded ?
Answer. I did not notice him after the colonel was wounded. I saw the colonel
when he was wounded I was right close by him.
Question. You did not see the major after that?
;

Answer. No,

Capt.

sir

;

I did not see him, afterward, at all.

Henry Curtis

Jr., recalled

by Colonel Ford, and examined as

follows

By Colonel Ford
Question. Did you hear Colonel Miles say anything about spiking
was it,
the guns and throwing them down the heights ? If so, when
and what did he say ?
Friday
Answer. I did hear him make some remark in regard to it I think it was
that he ordered
evening or Saturday morning after I arrived there. The remark was
guns and dismount the
you, in case of the evacuation of the heights, to spike the
large guns and throw them down the heights down the crags.
:

;

;

By

White

General

:

Question. I would like you to state where I was at the time of the
the
evacuation of Maryland Heights, and whether I was cognizant of
transpired.
had
evacuation until after it
position
Answer. At the time of the evacuation you were on the extreme left of the
perhaps halt a
on Bolivar Heights, placing some regiments there. You sent me out,
I heard rumors
mile in front, to choose a position for a battery, and when I returned
and that upon receivthat the heights had been evacuated some two hours previously,
You were not there,
ing the news you had immediately ridden down to the town.
but

I

found you in town.

General Julius White, called by Colonel Ford, and sworn and

examined as follows

By

Ford

Colonel

:

to state your inference from a conversaabout the evacuation ot Maryland
Miles
Colonel
tion you had with
Heights.
Answer. Perhaps I had better state the conversation.

Question. I just

Question. Yes,
»

*

want you

sir
T

;

state the conversation.
A

iidfl

ovucuated. I rodo

possible
said “ JNo." l expressed^surprise, and told him it was hardly
Ford should have evacuated Maryland Heights without an order that

He

;

I

was

dowB

asto
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ished at it. He repeated that he had given no order. Said I, “ Have you had any
conversation with him in relation to it ; was there any discretionary power ? ” He
said that all he had said to Colonel Ford in relation to the matter was, that if he found
it was necessary to evacuate the heights he must be sure and spike the guns and pitch
the heavy guns down the mountain. I remarked to him that that would seem to me
to imply some discretionary power on the part of Colonel Ford, or at least to contemplate the contingency when the place would have to be evacuated. He said, ‘‘Of
course.” That was the substance of the conversation; the exact words I am not able
to repeat.

Question.

Was I placed

Miles, to your

under arrest at any time, by order of Colonel
knowledge ?

Answer. Not to

Question.

my

knowledge.

Would you not have had knowledge

of

it if

Answer. You might have been arrested without my knowledge.
part on duty on the left, where I was assigned.

I
I

had been

f

was for the most

Question. Did you ever hear that I had been placed under arrest by
Colonel Miles ?
Answer. No,

By

sir.

Miles

Dr.

;

Question. During the time from your arrival at Harper’s Ferry had
you frequent conversations with Colonel Miles ?
Answer. Several times

not very frequent.

;

Question. During the time you were there did you ever hear him
utter any treasonable language or see any writing of his to that effect ?
Answer. No, sir ; I heard nothing of the kind, and saw nothing that led
pose that he was disloyal.

me

to sup-

Question. From your knowledge as a military man, did you see anything in his conduct during the siege of Harper’s Ferry in any way

cowardly

?

Answer. No,

By

sir.

Court

the

:

Question. Had you any means of judging or making any estimate of
Colonel Miles’ capacity as a commander before you went to Harper’s

Ferry j
sir
I never had any acquaintance with him.
I met him once, only,
Yes, sir, I met him twice, but I had no conversation with him ; no
means whatever of judging of his capacity.
stay in Harper’s Ferry, from the
time I reached there from Winchester, was very brief. I was ordered away again
the next day.

Answer. No,

;

prior to that.

My

By

Judge-Advocate

the

:

Question. Did you know anything of those paroled prisoners having
been sent through our lines while the siege was pending ?
Answer.

I did

Question.

You

Answer. No,

Question.

not hear of

it

did not

until I reached here.

know

of

it

at the time

?

sir.

Nor anything about the paroled rebel

officer

Bouse

?

Answer. That transpired some days before I reached Harper’s Ferry, as I am informed some days before the siege commenced. I did not know of it at the time.

—

By

Court
Had you any

the

Question.

:

conversation with Colonel Miles in reference

;
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and the necessity of defending it?

to the importance of
tion,

if

you

XX:^L

being the key of the posi-

its

Answer. Yes, sir. I had such a conversation with
course I should take in relation to the command.

Question. State to the court,

[Chap.

please,

him before

what he

I

determined what

said.

Answer. The conversation grew out of a question I asked him as to his proposed
plan of defense of the position. I asked him what his plans were. Ho did not give
me any very definite plan of operations. I think he said he had not any specific plan
beyond the defense of Bolivar Heights and tbe bridges; that these positions being
defended, Harper’s Ferry was secure, and that his orders were to hold Harper’s Ferry.
By holding that line and the bridges, as I inferred from what he said, the place was
secure. I then suggested to him whether, in case we were attacked by a greatly
superior force, he did not think it would be better to hold Maryland Heights at all
hazards, even if we had to withdraw the entire force there whether the bridges could
not be defended from that position as well as from the other side. He said that he
did not think they could be as well; that Camp Hill best commanded the bridges and
the approach from that side. He also said that there was no water on Maryland
Heights that the objection to taking the entire force over there was that and the difiSculty of getting up subsistence and artillery, and when they got there the difficulty of
remaining there for want of water.
;

;

Question. Did you suggest to him, then or at any time, the fact that
Bolivar Heights or Camp Hill would not be tenable if he lost Maryland

Heights ?
Answer. Yes, sir; that is, if the battery was gone from Maryland Heights. Without that battery, I thought it would not be tenable with that battery, I thought it
;

would

be.

Question. Did you suggest that if Maryland Heights were abandoned
that position would not be tenable ?
I do not know as I said that to him in express terms I know that was my
That was the drift of the conversation, the tendency of the conversation. I
do not remember to have said it in so many words, however.

Answer.

;

opinion.

Question. State,

Heights does not

if

you

please, whether, in your opinion,

command Loudoun

Maryland

Heights.

Answer. Not where that battery was placed.

Question. I do not speak of where the battery was placed ; but whether
the heights did not, and whether an enemy occupying it would not have
commanded with their guns, as soon as they could have got guns in position, Loudoun Heights.
Answer. Yes,

sir

;

and every other position about Harper’s Ferry.

is what I am coming to.
Then Loudoun Heights
position on Bolivar Heights that Maryland Heights do

Question. That

command any

not reach, do they not ?
Answer. Yes,

sir;

the extreme

left of

commanded by Loudoun Heights, while
as they

had

our line, for instance, on Bolivar Heights, was
the guns from Maryland Heights, at least such

there, did not reach there.

Question. Did you, or did you not, think that Maryland Heights was,
by reason of these circumstances, the commanding position of the whole
place ?
Answer. Unquestionably,

Question.
there ?
Answer.

I

if

the guns had been on the crest of the mountain.

We will always

suppose that the enemy could put guns

thought you were speaking of our battery.

Question. Hot at all. I am speaking of the defense of Harper’s Ferry
that an order is given to defend Harper’s Ferry j that it could not be

THE MARYLAND- CAMPAIGN.

Chap. XXXI.]

717

-

defended, except by bolding Maryland Heights, and the best way to
defend it was by bolding Maryland Heights, and the abandonment of
Maryland Heights, therefore, rendered it impossible to hold Harper^s
Ferry?
Answer. That is my j udgment, and, in connection with that, I would like, if the court
have no objection, for my own satisfaction to have put upon the record one other remark. I regard Harper’s Ferry, although my opinion may be worthless, as a very weak

The popular idea that it is a strong one is a fallacy.
positions about it, Maryland Heights, Loudoun Heights, and
Bolivar Heights, either of them being above it, either of them being possessed by the
enemy, Harper’s Ferry is commanded by them, and each command on these positions
necessary for the defense of Harper’s Ferry is necessarily detached from the others,
not within supporting distance of the others, on account of the great natural barriers
offered by the Potomac and the Shenandoah ; and during an engagement it is not
practicable to support one position by the forces at another. Therefore, each is a separate command, and, therefore, each should have been fortified to make it properly
defensible by such a force as we had there.
position, instead of a strong one.

The three commanding

Question.

And

each should have been defended, should

it

not,

by a

suitable protecting force?
Answer. That

is

my judgment.

if you please, if you had to [act] again in the matand you were in command there, whether you would not have held
Maryland Heights to the last, and whenever you abandoned them you
would have considered it an abandonment of the whole position against

Question. Just state,

ter,

a large force attacking ?
Answer. Substantially. I should have fortified the approach to Maryland Heights;
is, Solomon’s Gap, and had another fortification on the summit of the mountain.
That is what I should have done, and then, as a last resort, I would have taken the
that

entire

command

over there.

Question. Hid you not look upon the want of water as a serious

diffi-

culty, in regard to occurrences that took place at the time the surrender

occurred

?

Answer. Unquestionably. No preparation had been made to provide it. Preparation might have been made on Maryland Heights to have provided water, if time had
beeii taken in advance to do so. I understand that in fortifying the place, necessarily,
preparations for water must be made, among other things.

Question. You say you understood from conversation with Colonel
Miles that he appreciated the importance of Maryland Heights ?
Answer.

I so

Question.

understood

And

it.

that he gave a discretionary power to Colonel Ford

abandon those heights

?

Answet. I gave the conversation that took place.

Question.

time

What was

the impression

made upon your mind

at that

?

Answer. My inference was that there was some discretionary power, from the fact
that he told me he had ordered him, if he had to evacuate that position, that the
guns must be spiked and pitched down the mountain.

Question. Had you any further conversation with Colonel Miles at
the time, expressing any dissatisffiction at the abandonment of those
heights, or the consequences that would follow?
Answer. I spoke, perhaps, somewhat warmly, when I spoke to him as to whether he
had issued an order for the evacuation. When I learned that he had given the order
to spike the guns and pitch them down the mountain, if necessary, I assumed that
there must have been a necessity for the act. I had not been there; my duty led me
ill another part of the field entirely; I was not cognizant of what had transpired
nor how large a force the euemy had there, until subsequently, and, therefore, I was
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incapable of judging whether the evacuation was proper or improper, although I felt
at the time that it was the loss of the entire position and the command.

Question. Did Colonel Miles make any remark at this time in regard
to the conduct of Colonel Ford in abandoning the position when he did ?
Answer. No,

sir

;

he found no fault with Colonel Ford ; made no remark upon that

subject, whatever.

How

Question.

long was this conversation after the heights had been

evacuated ?
Answer. I should suppose this conversation occurred somewhere about 5 o’clock in
the evening ; I do not know how long before that the heights had been evacuated.

Question. Have you any reason to believe, from what occurred, that
Colonel Miles was in any way dissatisfied with Colonel Ford for having
abandoned the heights f
Answer. He did not so express himself to me. He merely stated, without commenhe had not issued the order for the evacuation, and when I suggested that
there must have been something in the way of an order, as I have already related,
or Colonel Ford would not surely have taken the responsibility of such a movement
without some authority, he stated this conversation that he had had with Colonel
Ford that if he found it necessary to abandon the heights he must be sure and spike
the guns; and he said, “ That was all the order I have given.” I inferred that it
contemplated such a contingency by his expressing himself in that way.
Several witnesses
I will, if the court will permit me, make one further statement.
have given evidence in relation to the feasibility of taking the command away from
Harper’s Ferry after the evacuation of Maryland Heights, and two have spoken of
going by crossing the Shenandoah. I simply desire to state to the court that after
the surrender the occupation of the bridge was had by the enemy in crossing their
forces.
I was anxious to get my command away, on account of the short amount of
subsistence I had. Upon remonstrating with them in regard to it. General Hill suggested that we might cross the Shenandoah and take down the south side of the Potomac to Washington. I went out with him to examine the ford, taking along with
us a person who was familiar with it. A mounted man was sent in, and he rode some
.30 or 40 yards into the water.
It was found to be so deep that it would be impossible
for a man to stand in the water. The water was so deep and the current so swift
that it was almost impossible to stand there, and, upon going a few yards farther, the
horse fell into a hole in the river and almost drowned the man.
tary, that

:

Why not have tried Keys^ Ford,

Question.

above?

Answer. I do not know. Possibly we might have got across there, but then that
would have led over the heights instead of around this way by the Potomac. My
object is simply to show that the crossing of troops over the Shenandoah in the night
would have been utterly impracticable, and, I think, utterly impracticable in the
day-time. At least, we gave it up that morning as such. My object is to show that
while the enemy were investing the place there could have been no opportunity of
crossing our forces there.

By

Colonel

Ford

:

Question. What means have you of knowing the number of the enemy^s
forces that were on and around Maryland Heights ?
after the surrender, with General McLaws, who
portion of the troops there. I understood from him that there were two
divisions there he did not give me the numbers ^his own and one commanded by
General Anderson, I think. Anyway, there were two divisions.

Answer.

I

had a conversation,

commanded a

—

—

Question. Did you see the troops passing over from there after the
surrender?
Answer. Yes, sir; I
ters all night.

Question.

And

Answer. Yes,

Question.

saw them when

I

was not

the next morning

asleep.

~

They were passing my quar-

?

sir.

What number

do you suppose passed over ?

:
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should think 20,000, perhaps 30,000,and a large amount
the next day, without any intermission whatever, marching hy the flank past hy where I was quartered.

Answer. I have no idea.

Mrs.

I

They crossed

of artillery.

all night, until 10 o’clock

Elizabeth Brown,

called

by Colonel Ford, and sworn and

examined as follows

By

Colonel

Ford

:

Are you the wife of Captain Brown,

Question.

First

Eegiment Poto-

mac Home Brigade
Answer. Yes,

ation

sir.

Were you on Maryland Heights on

Question.

the day of

its

evacu-

?

Answer. Yes,

sir.

Are you acquainted with Colonel

Question.

Answer. No particular acquaintance

You

Question.

Answer. Yes,

;

only just

Miles'?

when

were in the habit of seeing

I

saw him passing.

him up there

*?

sir.

Question. Did you hear a conversation between Colonel Miles and
myself on the day of the evacuation ?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. Where, and
Answer.

On

Go on and

Question.

what was

it ?

Saturday, near 12 o’clock, I think

it

was.

relate the conversation.

Answer. I went upstairs and took off my shoes, to listen. You were ordering the
to leave the room while' you were talking. I heard Colonel Miles tell you that
your men would have to fall back to the Ferry tliey could not hold the heights the
the rebel force was too strong. You rose to your feet and
thing was impossible
swore you would be damned if you could not hold it, provided he would send re-enforcements. He said he had sent all he could spare. You rrere swearing, and said that it
was a shame that the men should have to give up.

men

;

;

;

By

the

Judge- Advocate

Was

Question.

:

on the heights'?

this

sir ; up in Mrs. Buckle’s room, where Colonel Ford staid.
I was listhe stove-hole. There was nothing but a board floor, and a tin over the
The reason I listened was that I was anxious to hear what
hole, which I lifted up.
was going on. My husband was on the battle-field, and I wanted to know what was
going to be done. That was all I heard. I slipped my gaiters on again and went
down stairs after that, and picked up what I could carry away with me, when I found

Answer. Yes,

tening

I

down

had to leave.

By

the

Court

:

Question. Did you hear
Answer. That was

Question.
Answer.

I

?

they conversing before you were there ?
know I expect they were I just heard that much, no

Was

and Colonel Ford

;

Dr.

;

there any one else in the

more.

room besides Colonel Miles

?

Answer. No one but their two

By

the conversation

Were

do not

Question.

all

all I heard.

Miles

selves.

:

Question. Could you see from this stove-hole
whether there was anybody else in there or not
*?

all

over the room,

:
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Answer. There was no one up with me.

Question. I

mean

below.

Answer. I was certain there was no one

Question. Could you see

all

I could see right

else.

over the room

down into the room.

?

Answer. Yes, sir; I could look them right in the face, hut they did not see me;
they were so busily engaged. When I left they were both standing on their feet to-

When I got down stairs Colonel Miles was at the door.
The Commission then adjourned to 11 a. m. to-morrow.

gether.

Washington, D.
The Commission met pursuant
#

#

Maj. Charles H. Eussell,
and examined as follows

By

the

I

#

#

by the Government, and sworn

:

your position in the military service
was captain at Harper’s Ferry I am now major.

Question.
Answer.

#

called

Judge- Advocate

What

C., October 16, 1862.

to adjournment.

is

%

;

Question. In what regiment
Answer. First Maryland Cavalry.

Question. It has been stated here that you and Captain Cole left
before the surrender of Harper^s Ferry with the view of opening some
communication with General McClellan. Did you or not do so ?
Answer. On Saturday evening, after Maryland Heights had been evacuated. Colonel
Miles sent for me. He first asked me if I thought I could lead out what cavalry force
there was there, from Harper’s Ferry. I told him I was willing to try. He afterward
asked me if I could not go with two or three men, and pass the enemy’s lines, and
try to reach somebody that had ever heard of the United States Army, or any general
of the United States Army, or anybody that knew anything about the United States
Army, and report the condition of Harper’s Ferry. I told Colonel Miles that I was
willing to make the trial, and he told me that if I could get to any general of the
United States Army, or to any telegraph station, or, if possible, get to General McClellan, whom he supposed was at Frederick he thought he must be at Frederick to
report, that he thought he could hold out forty-eight hours that he had subsistence
for forty-eight hours, but if he was not Relieved in that time he would have to surrender the place.

—

—

;

Question. That was Saturday night ?
Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir.

Go on and

tell

us what occurred then.

Answer. I went from Colonel Miles’ quarters down to my own quarters and selected
9 men. I went through our lino of pickets on the Virginia side. I kept upon
that side of the river, passed the enemy’s line of pickets, and moved down near the
river through the fields until I came near Shepherdstown. I crossed the Potomac
near the mouth of the Antietam. I met the enemy’s pickets there again. We put
spurs to our horses and dashed by that picket, and passed on through by by-roads
until we came to South Mountain. There we met a picket of 71 infantry of the enemy. We got around them by taking a road through the woods, and then we went
directly over the center of South Mountain until I reached Middletown. I reported
there to General Reno. He gave me a fresh horse, and directed me to report to General McClellan. I reported to General McClellan, who was in camp then near Frederick City.

By

Court
What time was

the

Question.

Answer, I should think

:

it

was

it

that you reported to General McClellan !

9 o’clock in the morning.
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Answer. Yes,
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sir

;

perhaps not quite so late as 9 o’clock.

Judge -Advocate
You reported in person ?

the

Question.

:

Answer. Yes,

sir.

him the

Question. Did you give

details of the situation at Harper^s

Ferry ?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. Will you state what he said to you

?

Answer. I reported to him the information that Colonel Miles directed me to give
about his situation that he could hold out forty-eight hours that he had subsistence
for forty-eight hours; and then told him that Maryland Heights had been evacuated.
He asked me if Colonel Miles held Loudoun Heights. I told him there was no force
there we knew of, of either army. He replied that General Franklin was then on his
way to relieve that garrison and he immediately sent off a messenger to General
Franklin to urge him forward. He then asked me if I thought I could get back to
Colonel Miles. I told him I did not think I could. He afterward sent me with a note
to General Franklin, as I told him I was acquainted with the country there, and knew
the position of the enemy, and perhaps could be of assistance to him. I got upon my
horse and went to General Franklin.
;

;

;

At what time

Question.

did you leave General McClellan

?

Answer. Perhaps it was 10 o’clock on Sunday morning.

By

Court
You were

the

Question.

:

there only an hour 1

Answer. Not more than an hour.

By

Judge-Advocate
At what time did you

the

Question.
Answer.

It

:

must have been 3

Question.

On

Answer. Yes,

?

sir.

He was then

Question.

him marching or

fighting the battle of the

in

camp

gap when

I

reached him.

Which gap^

Answer. The gap just back of Brownsville;
for

?

o’clock, I should think.

the same day

Question. Did you find
Answer.

reach General Franklin

I

do not

know any

particular

name

it.

Question. Did you immediately communicate with him
Answer. Yes,

Question.

?

sir.

What

did he say to you

?

requested me to remain there. I stopped about there until the enemy
was driven from the gap then General Franklin’s corps rested for the night, and
was there the next morning, Monday morning. General Franklin moved his force up
through the gap, and formed a line of battle there about 9 o’clock, I should think, on
Monday morning. The enemy was thrown in line of battle 1^ or 2 miles beyond us,
and while we were there in line of battle the firing at blarper’s Ferry ceased. There
was very heavy cannonading in the morning. It ceased, and General Franklin said
he had no doubt Harper’s Ferry had been surrendered. Ho sent a message to General
McClellan, asking whether he should proceed or remain where he was. I asked General Franklin if I could' be of any further use to him. He said if I wished to go any
where else, he had no objection. I then left and went down to Williamsport, where a
part of my command was.

Answer.

He

;
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bore the message back to General McClellan ?

You

sir.

And you

Answer. No,

Question.

XXXI.
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Answer. No,
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do not know whether

it

reached him, or what was

sir.

What

distance

was Franklin’s command from Harper’s

Ferry?
Answer. About 7 miles.

Question. Hid General Franklin speak to you as being then under
orders to relieve that place ?
Answer. No,

sir.

Was he moving in that direction at
He was moving in that direction.

Question.
Answer.

all?

Question. Was the enemy formed in line of battle between him and
Harper’s Ferry at the time you speak of?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. Hid General McClellan express any surprise at the condition of affairs at Harper’s Ferry, as related by yourself?
Answer. He was very much surprised. I do not recollect how he manifested that
Some expression he made use of indicated that he was surprised that Maryland Heights had been given up.
surprise.

By

General

Question.

White

:

Had you any means

of judging of the force of the enemy
?
If so, what do you think it

in front of General Franklin at that time

was

?

Answer. The enemy had his force drawn up in two lines. I could not tell about
the gap what the enemy’s force was. But the next morning, after we had moved
through the gap, there were two lines of battle, and there seemed to be about two
brigades in each.

By

Judhe-Advocate

the

:

Question. Have you any doubt about the ability of General Franklin
to have relieved Harper’s Ferry on Monday if it had held out ?
Answer. None whatever.

Question. The assurance you bore to General McClellan was that the
could hold out forty-eight hours from Saturday evening ?

command

Answer. Yes,

By

sir.

Court

the

:

Question. Will you state exactly what you told General McClellan ?
Answer. I told him I had been sent by Colonel Miles from Harper’s Ferry to report
his condition there, and then I reported the condition ; that Colonel Miles told me
that he had subsistence for forty-eight hours, and he thought he would be able to
hold out that time, and if he was not relieved by that time he would have to surrender.
I told him that Maryland Heights had been evacuated, and that all our forces
were upon the Virginia side of the river.

Question. Was anything said by you, any message sent by you to
General McClellan^ in regard to a deficiency of ammunition ?
Answer. No,

sir,

—
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Question. Did not Colonel Miles
Answer. No,

Question.

sir

;

tell
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you to say so

?

he merely spoke of subsistence.

Was any

officer

present besides Colonel Miles at the time

he gave you those instructions

?

Answer. Colonel Ford was present, and Colonel Davis of the cavalry regiment I
forget the number of his regiment now ; and I think General White was present, but
I am not certain about that.
;

Question. Did they concur in the opinion expressed
that they could hold out for forty eight hours ?
Answer. No,

Question.

sir; I

make any remark

Did they hear the conversation

Answer. Yes,

By

did not hear any of them

by Colonel Miles,
to that effect.

?

sir.

General

White

:

Question. Did you have more than one conversation with Colonel
Miles about going away from Harper’s Ferry on this expedition ?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. Was it at the first or at the last, the
which you think I was present ?

final,

conversation at

could not tell. My impression is that you were there, and Colonel Miles
to me, and I recollect your smiling at something that was said. That
I had a conversation with him
is the only thing I remember about your being there.
before I went down to select my men. He ordered me to report after I was ready to
start, and I went back and did so.

Answer.

I

was speaking

By

Court

the

:

Question. Your notification to General McClellan was on
morning at 9 o’clock ?
Answer. I judge it to be about 9 o’clock.
General McClellan had— when I got there.

By

Judge-Advocate

the

They had

Sunday

just got through breakfast

:

Question. Did you see the orders which you bore to General Franklin

from General McClellan

Answer. No,

Question.
•

Answer. No,

?

sir.

You do

not

know

their precise character

?

sir.

Whether they were imperative and urgent ?
When I arrived General McClellan immediately sent off a

Question.
Answer.

message by one

messenger, a fresh man upon a fresh horse, and I stopped in General McClellan’s quarters.
He ordered me a breakfast. After breakfast he wrote another dispatch, and I
\
bore that myself.

By

Court
Have you any

the

Question.

:

communication

Answer. None at

Question.

By

the

first

all.

Do you know

Answer. No,

idea what were the contents of that

?

the contents of the second

?

sir.

Judge-Advocate

:

Question. Could the cannonade of this engagement on

Sunday even-
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sir

;

unless the cannonading there

distinctly

was very
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heard at Har-

great.

The engagement with the enemy was not resumed on Mon-

Question.

day morning?
Answer. No,

By

sir.

the

Court

:

Question. Did you hear distinctly, all the while, after you reported to
General McClellan, the cannonading at Harper’s Ferry until it ceased

on Monday morning ?
Answer. While I was near Frederick I heard cannonading hut I could not swear
I believed it to be in that direction.
it was at Harper’s Ferry
;

that

;

Question. The reverberations through those mountains would render
uncertain whether it was the action of General Franklin or at Harper’s Ferry ; it was near enough in that direction to prevent your telling which it was ?
it

Answer. Yes, sir. Monday morning wo could hear the cannonading from Harper’s
Ferry very distinctly and very terrific.

Question. After you got in position with General Franklin
Answer. Yes,

By

the

sir.

?

'

Judge-Advocate

:

Question. Did you understand it to be the purpose of General Franklin to press on, until after the cessation of the cannonading that morn-

ing?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. There was no obstacle in his

way? You spoke of the euem^^

being formed there that morning.
Answer. Yes,

sir;

the enemy

was formed

directly in front of him.

Question. That front was in the direction of Harper’s Ferry
Answer. Yes,

?

sir.

Question. Would he have had to have fought a battle to have reached
Harper’s Ferry ?
and then a report came in that the enemy were moving down
moving from Sharpsburg. I believe that is the reason why General Franklin did not [move] forward and engage the enemy immediately.
Answer. Yes,

upon

sir

;

his right flank,

By

Court
What was on

the

Question.

:

Answer. None of our troops.

General Franklin’s right, of our troops

?

-

Question. Was there no troops between General Franklin’s and General
McClellan’s position ? If so, thej^ must have been on General Franklin’s right.

Answer. After we jiassed through the gap, General Franklin’s line was thrown across
the valley, his right resting ui)on the mountain.

Question. I mean the general line of the troops, not the immediate
position that he occupied at the moment, but the general position
of our army on Franklin’s right; or you may call it between his position and General McClellan’s headquarters, the direction that you
passed over. In other words, did you see other troops before you joined

Franklin?
Answer. No,

sir.
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Question. Did you
Answer. No,

sir

that were near you, but out of sight

think his army corps was sent alone.

I

;

know of any
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Where was

the rest of our army ?
Down about Boonsboroiigh.
Question. They were then on his right and in advance, were they not ?

Question.
Answer.

Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. In other words, General AlcOlellan could have sent word
commanding officer of that force to have loo ked out for any force
coming from Sharpsbiirg to flank Franklin ?

to the

Answer. Sharjisburg was nearer to General Franklin than General McClellan was.

Question. Still, there were other troops that could have co-operated
with Franklin, could they not, in the event of his undertaking to push
his way through to Harper’s Ferry, should the troops of the enemy
threaten his flank ?
Answer. [No answer. ]

By

Judge- Advocate

the

Do you know

Question.

had under him
Answer.

By

I

:

the amount of force that General Franklin

time?

at that

do not.

Court
Do you know anything

the

:

Question.
of any rebel officers or men being
paroled by Colonel Miles and sent out through our lines during the siege
of Harper’s Ferry ?
Answer. While I was at Harper’s Ferry I captured an officer between Harper’s
Ferry and Frederick I sent him back to Colonel Ford, and Colonel Ford sent him
over to Colonel Miles?, and I heard that he was paroled and set at liberty.
;

Question.

Was

that

to General McClellan
Answer. No,

Question.

sir

;

I

sir

Question.

Was

I

think

What was

Answer. No,

Answer.

when you were on your way to carry the message

?

j

I

it

was

that

before.

officer’s

do not remember
it

name, do you know

?

it.

Bouse?

do not remember distinctly enough to swear to

it.

Question. Did you hear Colonel Miles say anything about
quently ?
Answer. No,

subse-

sir.

Question. Did you have any eonversation with
you captured ?
Answer. Yes,

this rebel officer that

sir.

Question. Did he say anything about having
or being acquainted with
Answer. No,

it,

known

Colonel Miles

him ?

sir.

Question. Did he state that he was from Winchester, or from near
Winchester, or where he had been serving?
Answer.

He

stated that his

home was near Maryland

Heights, in Maryland.
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:

Question. You say the engagement between General Franklin’s corps
and the enemy occurred on Sunday ?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

About what time

Question.

of day did that battle cease?

Answer. Near sundown.

From that time up to the time when the cannonade at HarFerry ceased, was there any movement of that force under General

Question.
per’s

Franklin, in any direction
Answer. Yes,

;

And

Question.
Answer.

sir

Yes, sir;

Question.

enemy was
Answer.

?

General Franklin advanced, perhaps, a mile.

found the enemy in line of battle ?
and threw

his

own

force in line of battle.

You

say, also, that it was understood that a force of the
moving down upon his right flank ?

was

It

so reported.

Question. You also say that in his movement toward Harper’s Ferry
he would have been compelled to have fought a battle ?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

Was

Question.

Answer.
few hours.

If the

enemy so trifling that you think he
whatever in relieving Harper’s Ferry dur-

the force of the

would have had no
ing the day?

difficulty

enemy had not been

re-enforced, I think he

would have had

it

in a

Question. You expressed yourself as being without any doubt that he
might have reached Harper’s Ferry during that day. Are not battles of

somewhat doubtful
Answer. Yes,

issue at times

?

sir.

Question. I only want to call to your attention that you expressed
yourself unqualifiedly of opinion that General Franklin might have
reached Harper’s Ferry during the day, and still you say a battle would
have to have been fought. If you are still of that judgment that is all
right.

Answer.

think he could have whipped the enemy and reached Harper’s Ferry both,

I

before night.

By
Answer.

Court
Ho you [know] how numerous

the

Question.
I

:

the enemy were at that point?

judge there were about four brigades.

Question.

What means had you

of

knowing

?

Answer. Only by what I could see of the enemy. The enemy was in an open
one line thrown behind a stone wall, and the other line behind a rail fence.

Question.

Hid you

Answer. I saw part of

Question.

Hid you see

Answer. Yes,

By

sir.

General

Question.

see their artillery
it.

do not

I

know

of

it.

?

White

:

You do not know whether
sir.

all

Their cavalry was very light.

Laws and General Anderson were both
Answer. No,

?

that I saw

their cavalry

field;

the divisions of General Mcthere or not ?

;

By

Judge- Advocate
Were you ou Maryland Heights

tlie

Question.

:

vancing upon them
Answer. Yes,

I

sir.

1

had comnaand of two companies of cavalry

Were you present when the
Volunteers gave way?

Question.

New York

while the enemy were ad-

?

Question. In what capacity
Answer.
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Answer. Yes,

there.

One hundred and twenty-sixth

sir.

Question. Will you state their conduct

?

Answer. The night before the fight on Maryland Heights I was in Colonel Ford^s
quarters. He said to mo, “Well, captain, these fellows are pressing closer upon us,
driving in our pickets.” Says he, “ To-morrow one of two things has got to he done
we have either got to drive them from that hill or they are going to drive us from it.”
And then he added, “ Colonel Miles has sent over here, ofiering to re-enforce me with
some raw troops ; hut I have made no answer at all to Colonel Miles, because I don’t
want any raw troops. I would rather do what fighting I have got to do here with
the little handful of men which I have confidence in, for I believe they would do me
more harm than good.” I told the colonel that the cavalry was of no sort of use
He said he
there, and, if he wished, I would dismount my men and take them up.
wished I would do so, and bring them up there about daylight. About daylight I had
my command on foot and took them and reported to Colonel Ford. He ordered me to go
and report to the major of the Thirty-second Ohio, who was in command on the hill.
I went up there, and the major said he would like to have me act independently, and
throw my men out as sharpshooters, and shift my command about to any point of the
battle where they were most needed. I told him that was just what I would like. I
then took my command immediately and marched to the front, where the skirmishers
were deployed. I had not thrown my men out. They had just reached there, and
were standing in line, when the sergeant who was at the head of my column was shot
in the thigh. He fell, and the skirmishers of the One hundred and twenty-sixth New
York broke and ran. I threw my own men behind trees and rocks that there were
about there. I went back to where the One hundred and twenty-sixth New York had
retreated, and begged the officers to bring their men forward again. The officers succeeded in bringing their men forward. They were thrown out again as skirmishers.
We skirmished there awhile, until the enemy had formed its line of battle, and we
heard the commander of the enemy’s forces give the command to “forward.” We could
hear them tramp through the alders and undergrowth. Then the One hundred and
twenty-sixth New York broke again and fled through the line of battle that had been
formed. That line was composed in part, I think, of the One hundred and twentysixth, with part of the Thirty-second Ohio Regiment that was up there, and, I beThey ran right through them, and some
lieve, two companies of Garibaldi Guards.
of them passed entirely back over the breastworks. Some were rallied again behind
that line of battle. We fought there again. We made a stand there after we got
behind that line of battle, and fought there awhile. The enemy came up, and were
in line. They came pretty close to us, but one of my lieutenants was shot, and then
the One hundred and twenty-sixth broke again and fell behind the breastworks, and
a goodly number of them fled out of sight. I do not know where they stopped.

By

the

Court

Question. Hid
Answer.

I

:

their officers go with

them

?

do not know, sir. I did not see many of their officers. After the skirI saw but very few of the officers.
I saw the colonel j he was there
men until he himself was shot in the mouth.

mishers broke,
cheering on his

Question. Hid you see Major Baird?
Answer. Yes,
notice

him

until

Question.

sir

;

I

saw him when we were behind the breastwork. I did not
there. Whether he was in front or not, I do not know.

we were

When you

did see him, what was he doing

?

Answer. He was standing a good piece back from the breastwork.
that he was doing anything.

I do not

know

;
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men ?

sir.

the

Judoe- Advocate

:

Question. The second flight of which you speak commenced
tread of the enemy was heard ?
Answer. Yes,

XXXI.

when the

sir.

Question. Before there was any volley discharged upon you %
Answer. There had been some miscellaneous

Question.
firing

But

at the

moment

firing;

some skirmishing that
;

this flight took place there

is all.

was no

%

Answer. No, sir; the skirmishing was growing a
from a regiment or from a company even.

Question. You did not see Major Baird
you, to rally his men ?
Answer. No,

sir

;

he might have done

What

it.

There was no volley

little rapid.

making any

efforts, or

did

I did not see him.

your judgment as to the necessity of evacuating
Maryland Heights at the time it was done ?
Answer. Well, we might have held it a little longer, but it was very evident that
we were being flanked. We had merely a handful of men at the breastwork. A good
part of the One hundred and twenty-sixth had already gone away from the breastQuestion.

is

work. The Thirty-second Ohio Regiment was small. I do not think there were more
than 300 of them, I do not think we had more than 450 or 500 men there behind the
breastworks I do not think we had that many. They had already turned our left
flank, and had begun to pour in a fire upon us from the left.
The men were holding
their ground well then
they were not going at all. The enemy had tried to come
up in front three times, and we had driven them back. Then, while they were turning
our left, our men standing their ground well, there was a cavalier riding down from
the lookout upon his horse, waving his hat and motioning us back. I went to him
and asked him what he wanted. He said the order was for us to fall back. I communicated the order to the captains there. The colonel of the One hundred and
twenty-sixth had been wounded. The major I did not see the major of the Thirtysecond Ohio. I do not know where he was then. I communicated that order, and the
men fell back. The order was to fall back to the heights, farther back on the hill.
As soon as the men had fallen back beyond the range of the enemy’s fire, I went right
down to Colonel Ford, and told him that I understood he had given an order to fall
back from the breastworks. He said he had given no such order that that order must
have come from Major Hewitt. He asked if the men could not be rallied and taken
back on the heights again. I told him I thought they could. He asked who would do
it.
Some other officer was there, and I think he rallied the Thirty-second Ohio, and
Colonel Ford asked me if I could not take charge of the rest there, and try to rally them
and get them back on the hill. I told him I thought I could. We undertook it. The
Thirty-second was rallied and marched back, I think, as far as the block-house, and
a part of the One hundred and twenty-sixth and a part of one of the Maryland Home
Brigade regiments was moving up the hill, when some ofiicer told me there were orders
to evacuate Maryland Heights, and that we need not go on any farther. I stepped up
to the adj utant who was close by, and asked him if that was the order. He said it was
that he had the order in his pocket. I have no doubt we might have held it awhile
longer, but without re-enforcaments it would have been impossible for us to have held
;

;

—

;

it

long.

By

the

Court

:

Question. When the troops
order, did the enemy follow ?

fell

back

this time, in obedience to this

Answer. They followed us to the breastwork.

Question. Did the troops go back and retake the breastworks when
they went back on the hill ?
Answer. No, sir. After our troops had fallen back from the breastwork, the enemy
formed a line ui)on the left. They did not seem to try to occupy the breastwork, but
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And we could hear
line, or a column rather, upon what had been our left.
give three cheers down there on the slope of the hill. The line the enemy
formed there would take him directly on toward the siege gnus.
formed a
the

men

Question. You say that Colonel iTord had but a handful of men up to
the breastwork. Do you know how he had the rest of his forces disposed on the heights 1
Answer. No, sir ; I do not. His own regiment was quite small. Colonel Miles had
placed a force of two companies, I think, down by the siege gnus. They remained
there.

Question. As I understand you, the only place being pressed or threatened at that time was this point at the breastwork'?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

,

Question. And, in your opinion, the force there was too light to hold

When we

it?

we had to retreat through
breastwork we had to retreat through

the enemy’s fire.
the enemy’s fire
When we retreated from the
upon onr left flank they could rake the breastwork from the position they had already

Answer. Yes,

sir.

retreated

;

attained.

By

Ford
Were you sent

Colonel

:

out by me on Friday evening to feel the
enemy’s position on the heights, and to examine their situation ?
Question.

Answer. Yes,

Question.

mon’s

sir.

How

did you find

it

there on the heights out toward Solo-

Gap ?

Answer. The enemy was pressing us close there, on Friday night.

Question.

And

Answer. Yes,

in great

numbers?

sir.

Question, Did you report that fact to
Answer. Yes,

me when you came back?

sir.

Question. Did you come back off the heights and report to me that
with my force it was imi^ossible for me to hold those heights that they
were driving us as they pleased there ? During the day, 12 o’clock or i,
when you were wounded and came down, you spoke of the condition of
the troops, their running, and our small force. Did you speak of the
;

necessity of

new

Answer. Yes,

sir.

us re-enforcements

had

;

re-enforcements

?

think I asked you the question why Colonel Miles did not send
that it was inipossible for us to hold the heights with the men we
I

there.

You spoke

Question.

Miles’ headquarters
Answer.

I

I

of seeing

me

at Harper’s Ferry, in Colonel

do you recollect what time of night that was

?

think that was about 9 o’clock.

Question.
Answer.

5

Were we

not in there alone

think you were.

I

when you came

could not swear to

it

;

but

I

in?

think you were.

Question. And this colonel came in and stood off at an open space.
Colonel Miles was sitting at the table, and I was talking to him. Was
that the condition of things?
Answer. Yes,

Question.

whole

sir.

Were we

conversing pleasantly and agreeably about the

affair ?

Answer. Yes,

sir; there

seemed

to

be nothing but good feeling there.

—

:
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Question. You spoke of some laughing that took place at a remark
Colonel Miles made. Did not Colonel Miles say, in reply to some one
I was speaking about your condition, and that they would be likely to be
very harsh with you, and 1 wanted you to get away did not Colonel
Miles say, “ Go and if you see any man that has ever heard of the
United States Government or the United States Army, say that I
cannot hold out here much longer”?

—

;

Answer. Yes,

Col.

sir.

William

G.

Ward,

called

by the Government, and sworn and

examined as follows

By

the

Judge-Advocate

What

Question.

am

Answer. I

:

your position in the military service ?

is

Regiment National Guards, State of

colonel of the Twelfth

New

York.

Question.

Where were you during

which resulted in
Answer.

Camp

I

was

the late events at Harper’s Ferry,

surrender ?

its

stationed, in

command of the Fourth Brigade,

at a place they called

Hill.

Question. You have no knowledge of the events which occurred on
Maryland Heights?
Answer. Nothing further than what

I

could

see.

Question. What is your judgment as to the necessity of the surrender
of Harper’s Ferry at the time it took place ?
Answer. I think, from all that I have been able to
have held out but a few hours longer, if so long.

Question.
surrender ?

Had

Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir;

the cannonade

commenced

learn, that at the time

in the

morning before the

the cannonade commenced at early daylight.

The surrender occurred

at

what hour

?

Answer. I think the white flag was shown about 7.30 o’clock.
tinued more than an hour afterward.

Question.

we could

Do you

The

firing con-

think you could have held out until evening

?

although,
Answer. I think it is possible that an assault might have been
;
not being in front, it is impossible for me to say. I certainly could have supported the
force on Bolivar Heights considerably with artillery from my left.
resisted

Question.

Do you

think the force could have retreated from Harjier’s

Ferry the night previous?
Answer. I think they might have tried

Question.

Do you think

Answer. Yes,

By

sir

;

I

think

so,

it.

the chances were in favor of success?
decidedly.

Court
Which direction

the

:

Question.
did you think offered the best chances of
success in evacuating the Ferry ?
Answer. To go to the north and west to go across the Potomac and go to the north
and west, presuming that the enemy’s force was stiU chiefly to the south and east of
I thought our best chance was to go to the left.
;

us.

Question. Do you know anything about Colonel Miles having paroled
some prisoners during the siege ?
Answer. Not to testify

to.

;
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Question. Not of your

own knowledge ?

Answer. I believe not, what I could testify to. I only know from hearsay, and
having had an officer pointed out to me as having been paroled by Colonel Miles.

Question.

When was

he pointed out to you ?

Answer. On the morning of the surrender an officer came in with some cavalry,
and he was pointed out to me as a man who had been paroled at Harper’s Ferry a day
or

two

before.

Question. Did you hear his
Answer.

name %

I did not.

Question.

You saw

Answer. Yes,

sir

;

Was

Question.
Answer. No,

sir

?

his parole a matter of
I

;

the officer

but I had not seen him in the prison.

heard nothing of

comment before the surrender?

it.

Question. It was subsequently that you
sir; all that I

Answer. Yes,

By

the

Question.

of

it ?

know.

Judge-Adyocate
know anything
:

Question. Do you
during the siege ?
Answer. No,

knew

sir

I

;

do not

of privates having been paroled

know anything

officially

about

it.

Did you hear the matter spoken of ?

Answer. Yes, sir I heard it spoken of by one or two of my officers,
had been Confederate prisoners paroled by Colonel Miles.
;

who

said that

there

Question. During the siege

?

Answer. It was after communication was cut off with Baltimore and the east
whether it was during the siege proper or not I do not remember.

By

the

Court

:

Question. This paroled

officer,

who was pointed

out to you, did he

be in command ?
Answer. He had his sword drawn.

seem

to

By

the

Question.

Judge-Advocate

What seemed

to

:

be his rank ?

Answer. I think he was a lieutenant.
from the number of men he had with him

By

Dr.

Question.

Miles

How

Question.

I

do not know their marks very well, but
should judge he was a lieutenant.

:

long have you

Answer. Only since

I
I

was at

known

Colonel Miles

?

Harjier’s Ferry, about the middle of

June

last.

Were you intimate with him during the time you were there?

Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. Did you hear any treasonable language from him, either
in writing or verbally ?
Answer. I never knew of anything in any way that would lead me to form any
opinion of him from which I should judge him to be a traitor in word or deed.

Question. During any part of the siege

him

?

‘

'

Answer. None that

I

saw

or heard

of.

was any cowardice shown by
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:

Question. Ho^Y long have you been in the service
Answer. Altogether

PA.

?

?

sir.

Answer. Three months and a little over,
or rather a little over four months.

last year,

and the same period

this year,

Question. You have stated that you were in command of the Fourth
Brigade on Monday morning, at the time of the surrender; *1 will
thank you to state how your brigade was disposed of where the troops
were during the action on Monday morning.

—

Answer. The Twelfth Regiment were chiefly placed in the ditch of the intrenchment.

On Camp

Question.

Hill

1

the Eighty-seventh Ohio were in their camp, the greater portion
of them CaiJtain McGrath’s command, of the Fifth New York Artillery, had charge
of the guns. That was all the force that I had on Monday morning.

Answer. Yes,

sir;

;

The others were disposed

Question.

Answer. Yes,

of elsewhere

?

sir.

Question. AYas your regiment during that siege, during either of the
engagements on Maryland Heights, or in front toward the valley,
engaged as infantry I
Answer. No,

Question.
Answer.

sir.

Were they engaged

My regiment

did not

fire

at all

?

a single shot.

Question. About how far was it from Camp Hill to the intersection
of the Charlestown road and Bolivar Heights, where the engagement
took place on Sunday ?
Answer.

I

should judge

it

was about a

Question. And how far from
occurred on Maryland Heights f
I

mile, in a straight line.

Camp

Hill to

where the engagement

Answer. AVe used 5-second fuse for spherical case, and 7-second fuse for time-shell.
do not know the exact distance.

Question. It was across the river
Answer. Yes,

%

sir.

Question. You have expressed the opinion that an assault might have
been resisted from the front. Being at Camp Hill that morning, at the
distance of a mile, were you able fully to judge of the position of the
enemy^s batteries and the effect of their fire ?
Answer. No,

sir

;

I

merely gave

Question. You had no
assaulted us with ?
Answer. No,

Question.

sir

;

my

When

;

my

opinion from

Answer.

And

A^'os, sir.

stand-point.

means of knowing what force they would have

opinion

is

founded merely upon

at that time

Answer. At the time.

Question.

my

at the distance of a mile

?

my own

observations.
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Question. Have you ever passed over the road which you
command might have been taken out by ?

think the

Answer. Not to any great distance.

You are not able to

Question.
for artillery

whether it

state, perhaps,

is

practicable

?

Answer. No,

Question.

sir.

Are you able to state whether the infantry might have been

out, as infantry are usually marched, or with sufficient rapidity
to turn the enemy^s flank and escape

marched

Answer.

My opinion was that it ought to have been

Question.

The question

whether you had

sufficient

as to its practicability

tried.

is whether you think it was practicable, or
knowledge to enable you to form an opinion

?

Answer. The only way I know of finding out whether
to try

it

was practicable or not was

it.

Question. Had you any information at that time of the position of
the enemy’s forces on the other side of the river the north side ^

—

from the sound of the cannonading that had
Answer. No information.
been heard for several days, the general direction in which I supposed the enemy was,
and also from the ,direction in which I knew Frederick was, where the enemy had last
been heard from.
I inferred,

Question. The fire from the enemy’s batteries on Loudoun Heights,
what was its accuracy ? Was it good during the fire upon your position
on Sunday?
Answer. They first fired over us afterward they got the range, and a great number of shells were thrown in our camp, and through the whole line of intrenchments.
;

Question. That position was fully commanded, in the case, for instance, of the troops having been formed there as you suggested, by
way of support in case of awaiting an assault ?
Answer.
on my

lery

I stated that I

could support the position on Bolivar Heights, with

artil-

left.

Question. I want to know whether, in your judgment, the position
you held was tenable by an infantry force under the fire from the Loudoun Heights battery, with a view to efficiency that and the Maryland
Heights battery also.
;

Answer. We were exposed to a fire in reverse in half enfilade, and of course it would
have caused great destruction among troops drawn up in line in the works.

Maj. S. M.

By

Hewitt,

the

Court

recalled

by the

court,

and examined as follows:

:

An order is said to have been given to fall back from the
breastwork upon Maryland Heights. Ho you know anything about that
order, where it came from ? That is, after the first repulse, when the
troops fell back to the breastwork. From that they fell back in great
confusion down the hill upon an order said to have come from you,
Question.

ordering them to retreat.
Answer. There was no positive order in reference to it. It was simply instructions
in obedience to the orders that I received from Colonel Miles on Friday.
I sent forward a lieutenant. This was at the time the One hundred and twenty-sixth fell
back, after Colonel Sherrill was wounded. I was back trying to rally those men, and
1 sent forward a Lieutenant Carnes, of our regiment, to tell them to hold out as long
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as possible but if they were compelled to fall back, if they were overpowered, to fall
back in good order. That was by way of instruction that was the instruction I gave
;

;

him.

Was

Question.

Answer. That was

that the only order you gave?
all

the order I gave.

Question. When Colonel Downey asked you subsequently, in presence
of other officers, if you had given such an order and you said you had,
what order did you refer to ?
Answer. I referred to those instructions
from Colonel Miles.

forward in obedience to the orders

I sent

Question. How came it that you were in command on the heights ?
not the ranking officer. Who placed you in command on the
heights ?

You were

Answer. I was sent up simply with my own regiment to sustain the picket that was
I never was placed in command of any other force, to my knowledge.

placed there.

Was any

Question.

one

officer in

command up

there?

not that I know of these instructions that I sent forward were
more particularly to my own regiment that I felt I was in command of.

Answer. No,

sir;

;

And you

Question.

gave your regiment no order to

fall

back that

morning ?
Answer. No,

sir.

—

Question. You say you sent this order to your regiment if they were
forced back, to fall back in good order. Where was the regiment then?
Answer. They were up to the breastworks.

Where were you ?
A short distance back, endeavoring to rally these men, and get

Question.
Answer.

them back

to their places.

To whom did you send

Question.

this order

?

Answer. I sent it to the officers in command of the different companies. There was
Captain Hibbets, of our regiment, there, and Captain Brown, of the Third [First]
Maryland he was there with two companies. I did not send the order to any particular officer; I sent this lieutenant forward with instructions for them to hold out as
long as possible, and then, if they were overpowered, to fall back in good order.
;

Question. Did you receive that order direct from Colonel Miles
Answer.

It

was read to me the day previous,

could not say who
Colonel Miles’ aides, I judge.
I

And you

Question.
Answer. No,

It

was

Question.
Answer. No,

Question.

it

was brought

do not know who

it

It

it

me by but
;

it

was some one of

was brought that order ?

in writing?

in writing.

•

Did you know the handwriting?
sir.

You do not know whether

was a general order, and seemed
presence of some other officers.
Answer.

to

sir.

Was

Question.
Answer.

?

went up on the mountain.

By whom ?

Question.
Answer.

at the time I

it

was an order or not ?

to be directed to me.

It

was read

in

Chap.

THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN.

XXXL]

You

Question.

735

know by whom

did not see the writing, and do not

it

was signed ?
Answer.

saw

I

handwriting, and read the order, and others read

tlie

at the

it

same

time.

How

Question.

did you

know

that

it

was an order ?

Answer. By the heading.

it

Question. Yes, sir j but not knowing from whom it came, or by
was signed, how could you tell that it was an order ?

Answer. It was headed an order General Orders, No.
and then went on in the usual style and form of an order.
;

—

,

could not

I

whom

tell

what,

Question. How did you understand it to be genuine ? If it was not
a genuine order it was no order at all. You say you did not know the
handwriting. Did you know Colonel Miles’ handwriting
Answer. No,

Question.
Answer.

I

did you

know

that

it

came from him^

or

anybody ?

could not swear to that, hut I had no reason to think anything

Was it

Question.
Answer.
brought it.

sir.

How

was not

I

Question.

How

a staff officer

who brought

accxuainted with his

was

it

staff.

else.

it?

I did

not

know

the person

who

signed ?

could not say now as to that. Lieutenant Patterson, of our regiment,
also saw the order, and read it. It was rather a difficult hand to read. It was a very
good hand write, hut a little hard to read.

Answer.

to

I

Question. It was merely a paper purporting to be an order, brought
you by a stranger ?
Answer. Yes,

Question.
its

sir.

Do you remember the substance of the order, what it stated,

language ?

Answer. Yes,

sir

;

I

gave that in

my

evidence the other day.

Question. Is that the order you referred to in your former evidence,
where you were to fall back and fire some combustibles ?
Answer. Yes,

sir

;

Question. Then

that
it

is

the order.

was not an order applicable

to this particular

engagement ?
Answer.

I

think

it

was.

How

can an order be given the day before in reference to
an engagement that you do not know will come off at all?
Question.

Answer. That was the only instructions that I had, or that

I

knew

of any one

having.
,

Question.

had come

to

Then you took the

responsibility of deciding that the time

which that order applied

?

Answer. I did not take any responsibility.

Question. You say you sent
as they could ?

word

to the captains to hold

on as long

Answer. Yes, sir the most critical moment seemed to he at that time, when the
colonel of the One hundred and twenty-sixth was wounded, and his men fell back en
masse; and it left but very few men there at the breastwork and I sent these instructions forward, to have them hold on as long as possible, and, if compelled to fall
back, why to do it in good order. At the same time I was endeavoring to stop these
men, and prevent them from leaving.
;

;
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Question. Do you know of any rebel officer or men being paroled by
Colonel Miles during the siege and sent outside the lines ?
Answer. I do not.

No

Question.
Answer.

By

I

prisoners paroled

by him ?

do not.

Colonel

Ford

:

Question. After you received that order from Colonel Miles, of which
you speak, did you have a conversation with me before you went on the

mountain
Answer.

?
I

think not.

Question. Did you go up to where Captain Hibbets was, on the point
there?
Answer. Yes,

Question.
there ?
Answer.

He

Question.
there ?
Answer.

sir.

Was

Captain Hibbets in command when you went up

was.

Did you not assume command when you reached

liim

up

I did.

Question. Inquiring of him the condition of things up there, the location of the enemy, &c.
Answer. Yes,

?

sir.

Question. Now, when Colonel Sherrill came up there, did he not say
you that I had directed him to go where you were, sending a guide
with him, and to consult with you about the condition of the force, he
assuming command there ?
to

Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. You were simply to consult with him and advise him as to
the position of the enemy ?
Answer. That was

Question.
Answer.

I

Was

all.

Colonel Sherrill an entire stranger there

never saw him before.

He was an

entire stranger

?

on the mountain,

I

think.

Question. He said he was to inquire of
location of the enemy, &c. ?
Answer. Those were the

facts.

Question. Then, originally,
placed in command ?
Answer. Yes,

Question.

you as to the position and

when you were

sent

up

there,

you were

sir.

And

after Colonel

Sherrill

went up, and

until

he was

wounded, you consulted with him ?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. And after he was wounded and carried off the
you not the ranking officer at that particular point ?
Answer.

I

was

at that time, I think.

field, Avere

Chap.
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By Dr. Miles
Question. Was it not customary for you to receive orders through
your brigade commander ?
:

Answer.

It

was.

Question.

them

to

you

To have orders sent

to Colonel Ford,

and have him send

?

Answer. Yes, sir. There was a great deal of irregularity in reference to orders.
Sometimes they would come verbally, and sometimes in the form of a written order,
and sometimes one person would bring them and sometimes another.

Question.

Was

it

not customary upon receiving a verbal order, if it
to receive a written order soon afterward
.

was one of any importance,
Answer.

I

never received any such after a verbal order.

Maj. Charles
as follows

By

II.

General

Bussell

recalled

by General White, and examined

White:

Question. Will you state, if you please, what difficulties there were,
if any, on Sunday evening in the way of General Franklin’s corps
moving forward in the direction of Harper’s Ferry, any more than
there would have been the next day ? Were there any difficulties at
that time that would not have been met the next day ?
Answer. There was no difficulty except that
was driven from the gap.

it

was nearly sundown when the enemy

Question. This was about 7 miles from Harper’s Ferry
Answer. Yes,

'

sir.

Question. Did any other difficulty except darkness intervene ?
Answer. No,

sir.

Question. Knowing what you do of the character of the troops at
Harper’s Ferry, that is, that a large proportion of them were raw troops,
which, in your opinion, would have been most practicable for the troops
at Harper’s Ferry to have cut their way out through the enemy, or for
General Franklin’s corps to have fought their way in ?

—

Adswcp. It would have been far more practicable for General Franklin’s corps to
have moved up to Harper’s Ferry.

Question.

Were

the troops at Harper’s Ferry, judging from what you

saw

of.their conduct on Maryland Heights, such troops as you would
like to attempt to cut your way with through a much heavier force of

the

enemy

?

Answer. No, sir. There was a very small body of reliable troops there.
centage of reliable troops was quite small.

Lieut.
follows

Henry M. Binney

By

the

Court

recalled

by the

court,

The

per-

and examined as

:

Question. I wish you to state to the court, if you please, with regard
to the parole of that officer, Lieutenant Bouse.
Answer. This Lieutenant Rouse belonged to the Twelfth Virginia Cavalry. He was
command of the party that made the dash down and destroyed the Winchester train.
He was captured by Colonel Davis, of the Eighth New York Cavalry, out near Summit
Point. Ho had been wounded and was going home, as lie represented. His father
lives near Summit Point
I think near Smithville.
At the time he was brought in he
was brought in in his team. Colonel Miles and the rest of us were on Bolivar Heights.
in

;
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R

R— VOL

XIX,

PT

I

738

OPERATIONS IN

N. VA.,

W.

VA., MD.,

AND

PA.

[PHAr.

XXXt.

not Lear of it until I got down to Leadquarters. It seems that Colonel Davis
brought him to headquarters to deliver him to Colonel Miles, and waited there at the
quarters for some time for our return. But the officer complained of his wound, and
Colonel Davis sent him up to the hospital with a surgeon. He met a surgeon there, and
told him to take him up to the hospital and have Ms wounds dressed. The surgeon,
it seems, rode up to the hospital in front, and the team followed on behind.
The surgeon says that he did not understand that he was a prisoner. When he arrived there
the team was not behind him and could not be seen. As soon as we heard of it we sent
out scouts after him, but did not overtake him. till morning. We do not know how
he got out of the lines. The only information we got was, when we asked him how
he got out, he said he had flanked us with his team. He was recaptured the next
morning and brought up to Colonel Miles’ room, and was in the room something like
an hour. I heard part of the conversation between this Lieutenant Rouse and Colonel
Miles.
Colonel Miles did everything he could to worm out of him the position of the
enemy and what their plans were, but he could get no information of any importance
at all from him. There was considerable talk with regard to his parole. The young
man begged for his jparole, and gave his word as an officer and as a gentleman that
he would not undertake to take up arms again until he was properly exchanged. He
had some conversation in regard to Colonel Davis, on account of some insulting language that Colonel Davis had used toward him. He put on considerable airs about
his honor, and being a gentleman, &c. He was finally paroled. Colonel Miles keeping a copy of the parole. I escorted him outside of the lines. The next day there was
considerable excitement around Harper’s Ferry in regard to Colonel Miles having paroled this man, and there were some remarks made in regard to it. There seemed to
be quite a feeling of censure against Colonel Miles for it. I reported to Colonel Miles
what I heard in that line. He represented that it was not worth while to pay attention to it that at that time there had been nearly 300 Union prisoners who had been
taken at Manassas and paroled, who had passed through Harper’s Ferry and sent on
to Baltimore, and he said that if our men were entitled to parole theirs were. This
officer, I think, was paroled nearly five or six days previous to our being attacked at
Harper’s Ferry. At the time of the surrender of Harper’s Ferry, the first cavalry I
saw was under command of this Lieutenant Rouse, who had his sword drawn, in command of the company. I spoke to General Hill about it, and called his attention to
it
but he said he did not know anything about it. I then suggested to General Hill
that there was a good chance for him to swap me off for him, but he did not pay any
attention to it. This lieutenant had represented that he was severely wounded in the
thigh. I do not know whether he was or not. I know he was on duty that day. I
do not think that Colonel Miles I never heard anything said about it was any way
acquainted with this man or had ever seen him before. There was another officer
captured, the one Major Russell speaks of, named Bougher. He was a Marylander,
and his family resided somewhere down near Berlin. I think he was a former acquaintance of Colonel Miles. He was not paroled, so far as I know. I know he was
in jail for some time, and his wife came and interceded with Colonel Miles to parole
him; but I do not know that he paroled him. I think he was in jail there when we
I did

;

;

—

—

surrendered.

Question. Were you present during the whole interview between
Colonel Miles and Lieutenant Rouse?
Answer. No, sir. I went in there with a letter Colonel Miles had directed me to
we always carried the letters to him to read over before we sent them away.
As I went in he told me he was busy then, but would attend to me in a moment. I
sat down and heard part of the conversation. I know Colonel Miles hesitated some
time before he gave him a parole.
write, as

Question.

On what day was

this prisoner

taken?

Answer. I do not recollect. It was before the siege commenced before we were
attacked at Solomon’s Gap. I think it was about a week before we were attacked at
all that he was paroled.
;

Question.

Are you

certain of that

?

Answer. Ifc was about the time our pickets were being driven in down by Point of
Rocks, about the time the report was brought in of the enemy’s crossing the Potomac,
before wo had any attack at Harper’s Ferry.
I think it was after the railroad had
been destroyed, and the communication cut off with Baltimore.

By the Judge -Advocate
Question. You say that when you brought the matter to General HilFs
notice he declined paying any attention to it ?
:

Answer. Yes,

sir.

'

THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN.

Chap. XXXI.]

Question.
propriety
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did not seem to regard

tlie breacli
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of parole as

any im-

Answer. No, sir. I did not hear the young man say anything myself, but I understood that when some one remarked to him about his being there on duty, he laughed
I am satisfied, from observations that I have had, that all
at the idea of his parole.
who have been paroled, as soon as they get where their army is, go right into service
again without paying any attention to their parole.

Question.
served ?

You

Answer. Yes,

By

think that

Court

the

Answer. Yes,
in

the general rule, as far as you have ob-

sir.
:

know

Question. Did you ever
was

is

knew of the case of an

I

sir.

command

of any other case than this

there

ofificer

?

taken at the time General Saxton
Jackson down the valley.

at the time of the former raid of

;

Question. Do you know anything of several firivates having been
paroled and sent out by Colonel Miles

paroled. I never
of the lines.

Question.

General White’s command on
Carolina troops. They were
they were paroled and sent out

sir; there were two privates taken by
I think they belonged to the South

Answer. Yes,

Sunday night.

saw anything

On Sunday

of

them afterward

;

night during the siege*?

Answer. I think it was the time they turned the left flank. They were brought in
on Sunday evening. They were paroled, at any rate. I do not recollect exact! j". I
think he turned them over to the provost-marshal.

By

General

Question.

White

Who turned

:

them over

*?

Answer. I think Colonel Miles turned them over to the provost-marshal, and
.afterward I think they were paroled.
At anyjate there was one brought in
Maryland Heights, a Louisianian, whom Colonel Miles paroled. And there Avere
dressed in citizens’ clothes, who represented that they were conscripts. They
paroled and escorted out of the lines.

By

the Judge- Advocate

then
from
two,
wer(i

:

Question. At what time was that ?
Answer. That was, I think, on Friday afternoon.

Question.

Were

there any paroled later than that

Answer. Not^that I recollect
night. I may bo mistaken.

Question.

The

Answer. Yes,

sir

siege

;

the

of,

?

except the two privates taken, I think, on Sund.ay

was then being imessed

*?

two privates were blindfolded when they were passed out

of

our lines.

By

General

White:

What

privates

Question.

?

Answer. Those taken on Sunday night.

Question.
Answer.

I

When

were they sent out of the lines f
it may have been Saturday night.

think Sunday

Question.

By

;

whom*?

Answer. I escorted them out myself.
represented that they were conscripts.

Colonel Miles escorted the two citizens who
One of them Colonel Miles appeared to have
been acquainted with before. They were escorted out as far as where the road goes
over Bolivar Heights, by Colonel Miles, Mr. Willmou, and myself. Then he directed
me to escort them out to where our pickets were, in the piece of woods. I went down
there, but the pickets refused to lot them pass them there, and I liad to go back and
got the olficorof the day.
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:

they were blindfolded as they passed through our

?

Answer. The two i^rivates were.

Question.
Answer.

was

Were they

full of citizen

blindfolded as they

came

in

f

know they were as they passed out. Our guard-house
prisoners, and wo had no place to put them, and onr provost guard

do not know.

I

I

were on duty guarding the bridge.

By

thi^

Question.
these men ?

Court

:

You say

that Colonel Miles was acquainted with one of

Answer. One of the citizens

who

represented themselves to bo conscripts.

Yes,

sir.

Question.

Where had he known them

somewhere

I do
else.

By

Dr.

Answer.

not know.

Miles

I

had seen them

;

do you know?

before, myself; either at the Ferry or

;

Question. Do you know anything of the private conversation that
took i)lace between Colonel Miles and Colonel Ford about which the
female witness yesterday testified that there was no one in the room ?
,

Answer.

I

know

Question.

I

was present

in the

room

at that time.

Did you hear the conversation

%

my former evidence.
Question. Were not the troops at HarpeFs Ferry regularly brigaded f

Answer. Yes,

sir

;

I repeated the conversation in

Answer. They were regularly brigaded previously to occupying Maryland Heights.
However, the heights had been occupied for some mouths past by a battalion of the
Maryland Home Brigade and McGrath’s battery. After the troops were brought
down by General White from Winchester, and he had left for Martinsbnrg, thetrooi^s
were regularly brigaded in four brigades.

Question. Was it not customary to send orders
manders and have them issue copies ?

to

brigade com-

Answer. Yes, sir. After the troops were brigaded, I never knew Colonel Miles to
write a letter or issue an order respecting any independent battalion, regiment, or battery.
I never knew him to send it directly to any regiment, but to the brigade commander, and let him issue it. I never knew him to issue any orders to any one except to brigade commanders.

Question. When verbal orders were given, if of any importance, did
he not send a written order immediately^ afterward?
Answer.
orders, if it

Ho

did not often give verbal orders. If on the field ho gave any verbal
sent a written order after he got to his head-

was of any importance ho

quarters.

Question. Did Colonel Miles allow his aides or any of his staff to issue
orders ?
Answer. No, sir ho never allowed us to issue an order. Tie always wrote out himand brought it to us to copy, and also all letters of any importance he always
wrote himself. Some of little or no importance at all as, for instance, ho would come
Answer this letter so and so.” But it was always submitted
in and tell us perhaps,
to him for him to read before it wont away.
;

self

Question.

—

Were

all

orders and letters copied

?

Answer. Yes, sir. All orders, and letters and telegrams, whether of great importance or not, were always coxned in the letter-book.

:
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By the Court
Question. Did you keep any register of prisoners
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:

who were paroled

'i

Answer. Yes, sir. I think that in the letter-hook are the names of all the i)risEvery once in a while we Avould clean
oners, whether political or prisoners of Avar.
oat the guard-house and send them otf to Baltimore and with them were sent officers with a list of their names, where they belonged, and the charges against them.
;

Question. Is

tliat

letter-book with the papers

we have

sent for

?

Answer. Yes, sir; I think it is with the papers, and there is a lile of the jiaroles.
Citizens ho generally paroled with the understanding that they should rejiort to him
every ten days or six days.

By
in

Judge-Advocate
You heard that statement which

the

:

that lady gave yesterday
regard to the conversation between Colonel Miles and Colonel Ford 1

Question.

xVnswer. Yes, sir and I thought the stove-hole must ho small, or I was, one of the
two, for I certainly was in the room.
;

QuesHou. Is your recollection of the conversation substantially different from her statement*?
Answer. No,

sir.

a little ditferent, hut

My evidence
it is

is the same as hers exactly; the wording
the same in suhstance.

The Commission then atljourned

to 11 a.

be

m. to-morrow.

*******
Washington, D.

The Commission met pursuant
“

may

C., Octoher 20, 1802.

to adjournment.

After some time spent upon the investigation in relation to the evacuation of Winchester by General White, the Commission resumed the
investigation in relation to the evacuation of Maryland Heights and the
surrender of Harper’s Ferry, and proceeded to the examination of witnesses.
Col. William H. Trimble, called by General White, and sworn and
examined as follows

By General White
What is your position
:

Question.

in the military service?

Answer. Colonel of the Sixtieth Regiment Ohio Volunteers (infantry).

Question. Were you on duty at Harper’s Ferry at the time of the surrender of that place, and for some days prior?
Answer.

I

was.

Question. In what capacity

?

AnsAver. I had heen ])laced hy Colonel Miles in command of a brigade the second
day after I arrived at HarjAePs Ferry from Winchester.

(»)nestion.

At the time the

wliat position

siege of Harper’s Ferry

commenced,

in

was your brigade placed?

Directed by Colonel Miles, the day he gave me orders appointing me as
brigade, to take the left llank, stationing two regiments on Bolivar
Heights, resting on the Charlestown road, and theNintli Vermont, Colonel Sr.annard,
to be in ]>osition to occupy the ground on the left of the battery, on the point on Bolivar Heights.
y\nsw(!r.

commander of a

Question. Do you
ing the siege?

know whether

I Avas

on duty

in that vicinity dur-

Answer. Do you mean from the time you returned from Martinsburg?
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— Sunday and Monday

?

Saturday, Sunday, and Monday.

Answer. Yes, sir; on Satnrda}" there was no conflict there. Yon were out on the
ground, in consultation with other officers, making observations, I jjresumed. I think
the most of the day yon were at Harper’s Perry, as a conflict took place on Maryland
Heights on Saturday.

Question. Was there an engagement on Sunday afternoon with the
^enemy’s
infantry in that vicinity and, if so, will you state

what officer
was in general command on our side, and what the result of the action
was ^
Answer. An engagement commenced, about 3 o’clock, on the left; tlie enemy had
j

been gradually advancing.

Question.

You need

not

giv^e

the details.

Just simply state the facts.

know

but, to answer a part of your question, it will be necessary
for me to state that Colonel Miles had been there at Rigby’s battery with me at 2.30,
and some conversation passed between us. He left for Harper’s Ferry, and in a half

Answer.

I

do not

an hour from that time the engagement commenced on the left. Colonel Downey,
who had been placed in position on the left, asked for re-enforcements. My force was
very weak. Colonel Willard, of the One hundred and twenty-flfth New York, Avas
very much afraid to lead his regiment into the conflict, as they had been panic-struck
by the shelling from Loudoun Heights. T wrote a note and sent an orderly hastily to
Colonel Miles for re-enforcements, and told him to see General White, if he couhf not
see Colonel Miles.
He returned and reported to me that he could not find Colonel
IMiles, and that General White v/as sick.
I sent him back immediately with a note, I
iliiuk to General White, saying that I had no authority over any other troops than
those nnder my own command, and they needed re-enforcements on the left. General
White, himself, came out immediately, and from that time until after dark was very
active and patient in directing me what to do and in controlling the action of our
forces.

Question.

You

Answer. Yes,

received your orders from

me on

that day

?

sir.

Question. Did you the next morning also

?

Answer. Yes, sir, and that night I received some instructions from you.
Major Marley, at 11 o’clock, to see you.

I sent

Question. Are you able, from your position there, to state the number
of guns, or rather the number of batteries ? I do not suppose you can
state the number of guns that the enemy had in operation the next

morning.
Answer. Yes, sir; I can state the position of their batteries, and with regard to
some of their batteries, the number of their guns, from information given me afterward by rebel officers.

Question. State generally.
Answer. They had two batteries of heavy guns on Loudoun Heights, which threw
their shell entirely over Bolivar Heights, over Rigby’s battery, the most extreme distant
point from them. They had three batteries, which they jilanted on Sunday night, on
the table-lands immediately under Londoun Heights, opposite my command on Bolivar Heights. These batteries, I understood, had live guns each. Then they had a
battery on the ridge in line with Rigby’s battery, on the loft flank of the two regiments under my command resting on Rigby’s battery, with six of their best guns, so
They had a battery to the
I was told by (General Hill’s assistant adjutant-general.
left of the Charlestown pike, on the wooded ridge beyond, which was a very ])owerful
battery, for it sent its shot and shell entirely to the town of Bolivar. Tliey had
another battery which opened ux)on us to the right of the Charlestown pike and
then they had batteries from that point in a circle to the Potomac, that did not open,
At the same
(except one on the extreme left of the enemy or on our extreme right.
time the batteries on Maryland Heights w'ero playing ux)on us.
;
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one

Was

the

fire
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from those batteries that morning a severe

?

Answer.

It

Question.

was

Have you been

Answer. Yes,

Question.

perfectly terrific.

sir;

How

and under

in other

engagements besides that

artillery fire in three different

?

engagements.

did that eompare with what you had seen in other

engagements ?
Answer. The others were so perfectly insignificant in comparison with this that
was just no comparison at all.

there

Question. Did the fire from these different batteries of the enemy
that entire line of ours from every possible conceivable direction or not

command

Answer. It commanded every foot of it around the batteries on the left and along
the lines, enfilading that part of the ground, and producing a terrible cross-fire. Our
position was under their command, every foot of ground there was not a place where
you could lay the palm of your hand and say it was safe. I rode through it all that
;

morning and saw

it.

Question. Was there any place in that vicinity, on Bolivar Heights,
that infantry could have been formed with any kind of regard to success, or any kind of prospect of bringing them into action, even, without their being slaughtered by this artillery fire ?
Answer. No, sir the regiments between the Charlestown [pike] and the Shenandoah would have rested with their flanks toward the batteries under Loudoun Heights,
and they would, at the same time, have been in position to have been shelled from
behind, from Loudoun Heights, and, at the same time, they would have received the
fire from the batteries on the ridge in front; and the regiments on Bolivar Heights, to
the right of Rigby’s batteries, were under range of three batteries on their flank, one
on the ridge and two on either side of the Charlestown pike and also the shells from
Loudoun Heights and the batteries under Loudoun Heights. The batteries under
Loudoun Heights threw to that point, as I know from having rode over that ground
several times and having met a cross-fire there.
;

Quekion. Did Colonel Miles ever say to you that the line on the summit of Bolivar Heights, stretching from the Potomac to the Shenandoah,
was to be the line which he proposed to defend the line we occupied ?

—

Answer. Yes,

sir

;

he told

me from

the

first

that was to be the line.

Question. Do you know of its having been suggested to him that
that line should be contracted, in order that proper support to the front
might be had ? If so, what was his remark in regard to it
Answer. Suggested by any other person than myself?

Question. In any way.
did hear of others making that suggestion, and I suggested to him, myso long a line for the small number of troops we had, that I did not
see how wo could defend it, unless there was some effort made to give us the advantage by throwing up breastworks and making rifle-pits from the Charlestown pike to
the Shenandoah and Bolivar Heights. Colonel Stannard and myself had taken every
pains, the first day I was appointed to command the brigade, to examine the country
and see what was necessary for the defense of the loft flank, as we thought it a weak
])oiut, and it was generally so regarded.
We suggested to Colonel Miles the cutting
<lown a belt of forest only about a half a mile from our front, in which the enemy
could conceal themselves, and the cutting down also the corn-fields between that
forest and our front line.
He objected to both.

Answer.

self,

that

it

I

was

(Question. This

Answer. Yes,

sir.

was before the siege commenced?

—

:
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Question. Were you present at the consultation of officers called
together by Colonel Miles in relation to the surrender ?
Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir.

At

to the necessity

that consultation was there any difference of opinion as
which existed ?

Auvswer. No, sir; there was no difference of o])inion. A ])oint made, and wliicli all
acquiesced in, was to make honorable terms. It seemed to bo generally conceded
that there was nothing left for ns but to surrender or see our men slanghtered without being able to do any public good.

Question. Did you hear Colonel Miles request me to act as the commissioner to negotiate the terms of the surrender ?
Answer. Yes, sir and he requested mo to give notice to the enemy’s batteries from
Rigby’s batteries and from a point along the pike.
;

Question. Is it your opinion, knowing what you do of the character
of the troops there at Harper^s Ferry being mostly inexjrericnced troops,
that any good result whatever would have attended a further contest ?
Answer. No, sir;
under my command

—

I believe that whenever the troops rose from their cover
those
I had taken great pains to put under cover as much as ]K)ssil>le,

to prevent the destruction of my men, as they were not able to aid in the destruction
of the enemy the very moment they rose from their position I think there would
have* been such a destruction of human life without the accomplishment of any xmblic good that we would have been held morally responsible by the country for having
])ermitted it. That is my view of the matter. If I had thought there had been a possibility of holding out against the enemy until we were re-enforced, or of defeating
the enemy, I would not have consented to surrender if all the men in the universe had
asked me to do it. I do not think any officer there would. There was as great anxiety to maintain our position there as I ever saw among any set of officers, and a deep
sense of mortification because they could not do it.

—

By

the JudGtE-Adyocate

:

Question. How long do you think you could have held out at the time
of the surrender ?
Answer. I do not think
almost within rifle range.

we

could have held out an hour.

The enemy were then

Question. You think you would have been destroyed without an assimply by long-range cannon?

sault,

Answer. No, sir I do not think they could have destroyed us in an hour, or a half
a day, or even a day by their artillery alone, because we could have kept the men
under cover, but the very moment they advanced with their infantry in such sui)erior
numbers and our men rose to engage them, we would have been swept from the very
face of the earth by their artillery, being in such close range, in full view, and taking
the regiments on the flank, as would have been the case. It would have annihilated
our force on the left, and the new troops could not have been held, I do not believe,
;

by any mortal man, under such a fire. There were some regiments there that would
have stood until they were cut to pieces, but some of those new regiments, not three
weeks from home, could not have been expected to stand.

By

the

Court

Question. AVhere would they have gone?
Answer. Like wild asses or
of

it,

colts,

they would have run into danger rather than out

there.

By

General

Question.

White

Did you

rally

:

them and drive them

into line

?

Answer. I told them to obey their officers, to obey me that I was encountering
more danger than they were that they were running into danger rather than out of
it by coming out into open ground into full view.
The day before, when two or three
shells burst in their tents they were engaged, perhaps, in getting their breakfasts
they were so perfectly confused and panic-struck that they ran and scattered like^
;

;

—

;
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By

tlie

Judge- Advocate

Did you succeed

Qiiestiou.

them together again
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in the raviucs,

where they

:

finally in tranquilizing^

them ?

succeeded in getting them together in the ravines under cover. But a few
moments afterward, during the engagement, when I asked Colonel Willard to send
his regiment to support Colonel Downey, he said it was no use to march that regiment
to meet the enemy; they wore so panic-struck he could not hold them together to
face the enemy, and I was compelled to send Colonel Stannard with only four companies of his regiment to support Colonel Downey. There Avere i)ortions of other
regiments, I have ascertained since, that had already become jjanic-struck and left.
I saw that Avhen General White asked me to go hack and bring the men together
after the surrender.

Answer.

I

Question. Wliat is your judgment as to the possibility of that force
escaping across the river the night before the surrender ?
Answer. We had no knoAvledge at all of the ])osition of the enemy. It Avould have
been A^enturing upon blind chance. But if Colonel Miles had cojisented to it or listened

and held a military consultation, I believe that nine-tenths of the
venturing the attempt to cut our Avny out that was
the feeling. I knoAV it wasmy own feeling. I asked Colonel Milos at 2.30 on Sunday
Avhethor wo had not better attempt to fight our way out in some direction. Ho said,
“ No he could not listen to any such proiiosition ho Avas ordered to hold Harper’s Ferry
to the proposition,

officers Avould haA^e A'oted for

;

;

;

at all hazards.”

to

Question. Did you not regard that a means of holding Harper’s Ferry,
occupy the heights ?

AnsAver. Yes, sir. If we had still held Maryland Heights, or had marched over there
Sunday night. I would have been willing to have gone over there by moonlight on
Sunday night and attempted to retake Maryland Heights.

Were they then occupied by the enemy?
I Avas so much engaged in my position that I had no opportunity of knoAv-

Question.
Answer.

ing of anything outside of

it.

I

cannot answer positively in regard to that matter.

Question. The whole objection of Colonel Miles was upon the ground
that he had been ordered to bold Harper’s Ferry at all hazards ?
Answer. Yes,

sir;

that

was the point he made, and had made more than

once.

Question. Was there any remonstrance on the part of the officers to
the eflect that they would succeed in holding Harper’s Ferry by occupying the heights ?
other officers may have said to him. I was kept so
that I did not get to Harper’s Ferry, or to any other part
of the command, and I had very little opimrtunity to know what other officers said
to Colonel Miles.
I know what I said to him myself.

Answer.

I

do not

much engaged on

know what

the

left

Question. Did you yourself urge that

?

thought we had better try to save the command, even if we lost our trans])ortation. To save our small-arms and troops to the Government would have been a
great deal better than to run any risk of losing them. And if he would have consented,
I liave no doubt the majority of the officers would have much preferred attemi)ting
.to cut our way out in some direction. The reply was that ho could not consent to anything of the kind he had been ordered to hold Harper’s Ferry at all hazards. At that
moment the shells commenced coming rather rapidly from Loudoun Heights, and interfered with our conversation, and he rode off, and there was nothing more said upon
Answer.

I

;

the subject.

Question.

A council of war was not called until the next morning

He never

?

held any consultation, that I am aware of, with his brigade
commanders from the time they were appointed until the Monday morning, about the
surrender.
I know that as a body they were not called together for consultation

Answer.

at any time.
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associated with Colonel Miles long in com-

mand f
Answer. Only from the time I came from Winchester. I'he second day after I
came from Winchester I rode down to Harper’s Ferry, by the advice of General White,
to take a room to be sick in, as I was extremely unwell.
Colonel Miles gave me his
orders, and I returned to camp and went to work.
I saw a great deal of Colonel
Miles that is, he came out and called at my quarters several times.
;

Question. Do you think you saw enough of him and his conduct there
to enable you to form an estimate of his capacity for such a command
as he held there at Harper’s Ferry ?
Answer. I took some pains to avoid forming an incorrect opinion of Colonel Miles,
because I felt it v-^as better to doubt my own judgment than to doubt the capability
of my superior; and, moreover, I felt that having been appointed by an officer of
large experience and observation General Wool that was of itself sufficient, in my
estimation, to give me confidence in Colonel Miles as my superior iu command. Put
before the conclusion of this matter I confess that all my faith and confidence in him
were broken down utterly. I felt that he was totally unfit for such a command. I
had not felt so up to the time that General White returned, for all that had haj)l)ened up to that time had been his declining to do what I have spoken of, cutting
down the forest and corn-fields, and building some defensive works. I supposed that
he would show on the battle-field that he was a military commander.

—

By

Geueral

White

—

:

Do you recollect my consulting you as to the propriety of
assuming or not assuming the command when I reached Harper’s
Ferry from Martinsburg ?
Question.

my

Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. Will you state what advice or opinion you gave to

me ?

asked you the evening you reached there from Martinsburg, as we were
riding along together, whether you would assume the command. You said you could
not tell until you saw Colonel Miles. The next morning you called at my quarters
and told me that Colonel Miles had not offered to give you the command, and that
General Wool having so clearly indicated by his manifestations of preference for
Colonel Miles that he desired him to be in command, you did not feel at liberty to
assume it yourself. As you seemed to desire my opinion as to your conduct in that
matter, I said to you that, as much as I might desire you should take the command,
The judge-advocate has asked
I should not under the circumstances ask you to do so.
me if I had had such opportunities as would enable me to form an opinion of Colonel
Miles. I do not know as I have sufficient military judgment to form a correct opinion
and estimate of a military commander, but I took great pains to try not to form a

Answer.

I

But, in the end, I was comj)elled to feel that Colonel
oi)inion of my superior.
Miles was not competent for such a command.

bad

By

the

Judge- Advocate

:

Question. In what points of character and conduct was that incapacity most manifest ?
Answer. He seemed to want decision of character and firmness. He seemed to mo
want energy and determination of character, and he seemed to mo Avhen the fight[After a i)ause.] It is with extreme reluctance that I speak of a
ing came on
superior officer who is now dead, and I would be very glad to avoid doing so. Colonel
Miles treated me with a great deal of respect and courtesy and kindness, and I felt
to'

very anxious to think well of him as

Question.

when the

You were about

fighting

came

my

to

superior

officer.

make some remark about

his conduct

on.

Answer. He was not there. He had left me without any plan of defense, without
any instructions, without any authority to call for re-enforcements, when the enemy
were advancing upon our line, leaving me, a young officer, in a very embarrassing position.
That, moreover, at a time when there was great confusion among our teams and
cavalry, and when in the One hundred and twenty-fifth New York Regiment a i)erfect stampede had taken i)lace.

;

Chai’.
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Do you know where he was ?

Question.

Answer. I understood that he went to Harper’s Ferry. But I sent my orderly with
a note to him, and ho said he could not find him. Afterward, however, the Thirtysecond Ohio came out and reported to mo, and I x>i’esumed they were ordered ux) hy
Colonel Miles.

You do

Question.

not

know where he was found ?

do not. My orderly said ho could not find him, and his aide, up to that
time, could not find him.
Answer.

I

Was

Question.

the cannonade heavy at that time*?

Answer. They were firing ux)on us at that time from the Loudoun Heights battery
and from the batteries in front, and the enemy’s infantry Avero evidently advancing
upon us when he left me.

Do you know anything of certain jirisoners having been
and sent out of our lines during the siege ?
Answer. I do because my pickets came to mo to know whether they should let
Question.

l)aroled

;

them go. I told him not to let them go, but to bring them back and put them in the
guard-house until the engagement was over.
Question. There has been a pafier xiroduced here as one given to certain i^risoners, signed by Colonel Miles, directing the pickets to allow
them to pass and iiroceed.on to their headquarters. There were IG

Do you know

Xirisoners.

anything about that

xiaper'?

Answer. They did not bring the paper to me. Some one came to me, when I was
on my horse very actively engaged, and called my attention to the matter, and said
there Avere 15 or 16 of them with a pass through the lines. The lieutenant in command of the picket came and said these men were there, and had been ordered to be
X)ermitted to x>as8. Ho asked me what ho should do. I told him to hold them until
evening, and then bring them in and put them into the guard-house until I could see
Colonel Miles about it. I thought it was unwise to let them go.

What

Question.

course was taken with them

?

Answer. They were brought in that evening but I was engaged until after night
in attending to the fighting that was going on
and after night I was going around
among the regiments, x^lacing them in x)Osition, and did not get to see the lieutenant
and the artillery fire commenced the next morning so early that I never got to know
Avhat did happen.
;

;

You do

Question.
Answer.

By

I

the

went out or

not*^

that

sir

;

Was

siege

was being hotly

pressed by the enemy.

that fact generally

do not know that

Question.
and troops ?

:

They were then going out while the

Answer. Yes,

Question.

?

night, I think.

the Judge- Advocate

Question.
pressed ?

I

finally

Court:

was Sunday

AnsAver. It

Answer.

know whether they

What night was

Question.

By

not

do not know.

it

was. All I

Do you know what

known

in camxi

know about

impression

it

?

it is just

as I have stated.

made among the

Did you hear the matter spoken of?
Some officers, who were near me at the time this

officers

lieutenant sent word to
and spoke their indignation. I do not recollect
wliat officers tliey AAxre they were some officers of the regiments under my command.
I ])aid but little attention to it after I had giA'en my orders, but dashed off to attend to
oflKU* duties i)re8sing ni)on me.
I recollect very well that the matter was spoken of

Answer.

know

Avhat to do, Avere very indignant,
;

at the inoiucnt indignantly.
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named Eouse having

been paroled ?

A lieutenant ?

Answer.

Question. Yes,

sir.

Answer. Yes, sir I heard that matter spoken of, and saw the officer the night he
bronglit back by onr cavalry. I understood that he had been paroled and had
violated his parole, and our cavalry had gone out in pursuit of him and had caught
him at Berryville and brought him back. The night he was brought back I was out
with Colonel Sherrill and Major Baird, of the One hundred and twenty-sixth New
York, examining our picket lines, and we came in contact with the cavalry party
and this lieutenant as they were passing into camp. I understood the next day that
he was jiaroled again.
;

was

Question. He had, then, violated his parole before being taken a prisoner the second time ?
Answer. Yes, sir; so I understood, I never got thoroughly to understand the form
which he had violated it but there was something about going to the hospital,
and, instead of doing that, he had slipped through our }iicketlino and made his escape.
in

;

(»>uestion.

How

long was that before the surrender

?

Answer. That was, I think, the first night I was appointed to the command of the
brigade. I do npt recollect what the dates were.

Question.

How many

days before the surrender*?

Answer. I have lost the reckoning of time so completely that I can hardly tell. It
was the night of the 5th or 6th of September, I think, that this lieutenant was returned and brought back by our cavalry. Colonel Miles had given me, apparently
wii h he view of getting rid of the responsibility, the controlling of the ingress to and
egnjss from our camp had thrown upon mo the responsibility of controlling the matter that is one excuse for my taking ui)on myself to stop these 15 men that night.
I
had been regulating that matter for several days, freeing Colonel Miles from all
trouble and vexation about it.
t

;

;

By

the

Court

•

Question. Did you hear at the time of the surrender, or after, any disit expressed on the part of the men or the regi-

satisfaction in regard to

mental

officers

*?

Answer. No, sir I never heard a soldier or an officer express dissatisfaction about
the matter until, at Annapolis, in the presence of some officers with whom I was not
acquainted. Colonel Willard, very much to my astonishment, made a remark to which
I replied at the moment.
;

Question.
Answer. No,

Question.

wounded

You heard nothing

of

at the time, at Harper’s Ferry

it,

?

sir.

What was

your losses in your regiment

in killed

and

*?

Answer. That report was made by me to General White, at Annapolis, and, the offihaving no conveniences for writing, I was so late in getan opportunity of looking over the list of killed and
wounded, and then I was crippled at Annapolis, and never had an opportunity since
cers being out of camp and
ting it in that I did not get

of learning

it.

Question. Did you not

know

at the time

—

how many you

lost

?

understood I do not recollect at what time some time, during the day
after the surrender probably, that I met the officers of the regiment

Answer.

I

Question. I

am

;

speaking of your own regiment, the Sixtieth.

Answer. I understood from the officers of the Sixtieth that they lost 8 or 10 men,
but I cannot say positively as to the number that regiment was immediately on the
right of Rigby’s batteries and in the rifle-pits, and the enemy had not succeeded in
getting the range perfectly until about the time of the surrender, when a shell burst
;
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in the rifle-pits and killed several men, and, as I rode down to Rigby’s battery to raise
the white flag there, the shells flew all around on every side of them, covering the men
with dirt from the embankment in front, and tearing the ground up in the rear.

By

White

General

:

Question. That was an enfilading

fire

on that

line

?

Answer. Yes, sir and a very dangerous one. The men had kept their positions
very bravely, and were fully resolved to fight to the death when the attack should
be made. That regiment would probably have stood very firmly at that point.
;

By the Court

:

Question. You spoke of Major Baird, of the One hundred and twenty^
sixth New York. Had you any opportunities of judging of his conduct
as a soldier and an officer ?
Answer. I had not. During the time of that artillery fire Monday morning, I rode,
on two occasions, along Bolivar Heights where the One hundred and twenty-sixth New
York and the Sixtieth Ohio were, but I was riding very rapidly, and merely rode along
to see that the regiments were there, ready, in case the enemy advanced on that part
of the line and then I rode along to the battery, in obeying the order of Colonel Miles
to raise the white flag. It was rather too dangerous a place for a man on horseback
to stop to make particular investigations into anybody’s conduct, for the whole air
seemed to be filled with cannon balls and shells passing swiftly over, and I preferred
riding on to standing still. I did not know anything, however, against Major Baird’s
conduct there on Sunday or Monday, and heard nothing against his conduct on either
day. What his conduct was on Maryland Heights, where he was in command of his
;

regiment after Colonel Sherrill
not under my observation.

Question.
reference to

fell, I

cannot speak

of,

as a matter of course, for it

was

Do you know anything about Colonel Miles’ commands
Maryland Heights ?

in

Answer. I do not.

Question.
Answer. No,

Had you any
sir

;

conversation with him about

it ?

never had any, either with him or Colonel Ford.

I

Maj. Henry B. McIlvaine, called by the Government, and sworn
and examined as follows
:

By

the

Question.

Judge-Advocate

What

position do

Answer. Major in the Fifth

Question.

New York

in the military service

?

Artillery.

Were you

which resulted in
Answer.

:

you hold

its

present at Harper’s Ferry during the late events
surrender 1

I was.

Question. What is your judgment as to the necessity which existed
for the surrender at the time it was made ?
Answer.

I

think

it

was necessary

for the saving of

life.

Question. Will you state to the Commission the reasons which induced
you to think so ?
Answer. I supposed the position was weak to stand against an assault from the
enemy, from the fact that they could take a position out of range of what ammunition
we had, and open their batteries effectually upon us, and it would have just made a
slaughter-house of our position.

Question.

How long do you think

at the time of the surrender

the position could have been held

f

Answer. I think it might have been held that day, no longer; but I do not thiuk
would have been policy in any commanding officer to have sacrificed his command.
It could only have l»een held by the retiring of the forces in a condensed position as
it were, and dreadfully exposed; but the result, in my opinion, is the same.

it
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Question. Wliat was the condition of your supply of ammunition at
the time of the surrender ?
Answer. The condition was a sad one. It was a fact that
of sufficient range to make a successful fire on the enemy.

Question.

we had no ammunition

The long-range ammunition was exhausted ?

Answer. Yes,

was

sir; it

Question. Do
further supply ?

so reported to

you know of any

me by

efforts

captains of the batteries.

having been made to obtain a

Answer. The ordnance officer, Mr. Thompson, I think, mentioned to me, when I
was examining his arsenal and stores he said that requisitions had been made, but
ho had heard nothing from them. Requisitions had also been made for heavy ord-

—

nance.

Question.

Did he

Answer. No,

state

when

those requisitions had been

made ?

sir.

Question. Do you remember whether the cannonade in the direction
of General McClellan’s command was heard at Harper’s Ferry before
the surrender, on Sunday and on Monday morning?
Answer. I heard cannonading in a northeasterly direction, or in the direction of
Frederick, I think on Sunday.

Question.
Answer.

What

distance off did

it

seem

to be

?

hardly noticed at the time even the direction of the wind, which governs those things a great deal. It could not have been less than 10 miles distant.
I

Question. What is your judgment as to the practicability of the
troops escaping over the river the night previous to the surrender?
Answer.

I considered that impossible.

Question. Will you state

why you

so considered

it ?

Answer. I am simply giving my opinion. I do not pretend to know a great deal
about these matters. We had but one way of crossing the river, and that was over
the pontoon bridge, and in driving a great deal over such a bridge it would rack it a
great deal. The crossing must necessarily be very slow, and the blocking up of such
a bridge by even one loaded wagon, for instance, would delay us a great while. It could
not have been done short of a night, at the lowest calculation, and then, after crossThe posiing, the whole command would have been likely to have been destroyed.
tion of the road along that mountain is such that they could have been flanked by a
small force of the enemy and destroyed entirely. There is but one way to go, I sup])Ose, and that is the route the cavalry took, which, I think, is very impracticable
for infantry or a train of any kind. Along the bank of the canal, in case of an attack, such a confusion would have resulted that it would have been a disaster and a
surrender, only on one side of the river instead of the other.

By

General

White

:

Question. Do you know of Colonel Miles repeatedly rejecting the
proposition to take the command out, refusing to entertain such a proposition, on the ground that he was ordered to remain at Harper’s Ferry,
and hold it to the last extreme ?
Answer. Yes,

sir

;

he showed

me

his orders, and. expressed his intention to hold

it.

Do you recollect the proposition by myself, on Sunday,
engagement on the left, to mass the artillery in front, taking
up all that could be spared, all except what was necessary for the defense of the bridges ? If you do remember it, will you state any reasoii
why it was said it was not proper to do it ?
Answer. I distinctly remember the conversation in my room between yourself and
Question.

after the

myself, and one great reason for not doing so was the want of proper means of moving
the artillery to the front, and, after getting it there, the want of material to move it
back again in case of necessity.

;

CiFAr.
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Question. Tliat is, there were no horses nor harness there to move it
to the front or move it after getting there, when it became necessary ?
Answer. No, sir; there was only one means of
the quartermaster’s department, and all officers
one team from that to do anything with.

moving

it, and that was by teams of
the trouble of securing even

know

Question. Was there infantry there, reliable troops, that could have
supported and held a battery that was witliout horses to move it ?
Answer. No,

sir

;

I

know

that.

Question. I will ask you if you know, or had any opportunity of
observing, the conduct or efficiency of the officers under arrest in
connection with this investigation myself. Colonel D’Utassy, Colonel
Trimble, and Colonel Ford. If you do, state what you know about it
not the particulars, but the general result of your observation.

—

Answer. I cannot particularize at all. I have heard many officers express their
admiration of the conduct of General White and Colonel Trimble in exposing themselves in the performance of their duty. Of course, Colonel Ford I do not know personally, and I never met him before to-day, and not having been on Maryland Heights
at any time, I am not able to say anything in regard to the colonel’s conduct in the
fight there at all.

By

Court
Had you any

the

Question.
Answer.

I

By

:

opportunity of judging of Colonel H’Utassy ?

did not see him on

General

White

Question. State,

Monday morning

at

all.

:

you can, the amount of

if

artillery the

on Monday morning in operation the number of batteries,
not state the number of guns and where they were located.
;

wish

it.

me

you can-

mentioned them in a report I made, which is as near correct as I could
considered there Avere about seven batteries opened upon us. Do you
to state the position of these batteries?

Answer.

make

enemy had
if

I

I

As you have made a report,
any on Maryland Heights ?
Question.

Answer. Yes,

sir;

Were there

does not matter.

it

one gun on Maryland Heights.

It

seemed to bo a heavy piece; a

rified piece.

By

the

Court

:

How

long did you serve with Colonel Miles ?
Answer. I reported to him on the 2d of August, and was appointed on
the same day, and served wdth him up to the day of his death.
Question.

Question. Served on his staff as chief of artillery
Answer. Yes,

Question.

?

j^ou in the habit of seeing

him every day

?

sir.

Question. Were you familiar with
carrying them out
Answer. That is a pretty tough question.
talked over his plans with me occasionally.
(Question.

on

sir.

Were

Answer. Yes,

his staff

How

all

I

his plans

and

his

manner of

do not

know how to answer

— as

an

did you regard him

efficient

that.

Ho

commanding

officer ?

Answer. Yes,

sir.

,

Question. Did you ever see anything in the conduct of Colonel Miles
that would lead you to question his loyalty?

:
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Answer. No,

sir-

never for an instant at any time

;

Question. Did
orders ?
Answer.

He

AND
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was with him.

give Ids personal attention to carrying out his

lie

and visited his positions every afternoon.

did,

Oapt. S. C. Means, called by the Government, and sworn and examined as follows

By

the Judge- Advocate

Question.

What is

:

your position in the military service?

Answer. Captain of cavalry.

Question. In what regiment
Answer.

?

An independent company.

We

are not attached to any regiment at

all.

Question. Were you at Harper’s Ferry during the late events there
which resulted in its surrender ?
Answer. Yes,
made.

sir

;

np

to

Sunday

night.

I

was not there when the surrender was

Question. Did you leave on Sunday night
Answ'er. Yes,

Question.

?

sir.

Under what circumstances?

Answer. Well, when Maryland Heights were surrendered, I just thought we might
just as well surrender the Ferry. And I knew I would he hanged if I was caught.

Question.

You

to follow

me

are a Virginian

?

thought if I could get out I would, and I invited all who wished
to follow mo and there were a great many that did.

Answer. Yes,

sir.

I

;

Question. Did you escape with the large body of cavalry, or in the

advance ?
Answer.

I

was

Question.
Answer.

in advance of the whole body.

You encountered no

difficulty in effecting

We had some little skirmishing along the route

;

your escape

?

nothing serious.

Question. Are you well acquainted with the geography and topography of that region ?
Answer. On the Virginia side I am. On the Maryland side I cannot say that I am,
very well. I am well acquainted, but not very well. There are a great many passes
there I do not understand.

Question. Will you give the Commission your judgment as to whether
the infantry could have effected their escape the night the cavalry cut
their

way through ?

Answer.

I

do not think there would have been any difficulty in the world.

Question.

You

think they could have passed over the road you passed

over?
Answer. Yes, sir; the infantry could have done it; the artillery could not. The
infantry could liave done it well and easy. It was through the mountain ; a rough
road. It would have been bad for artillery to have gotten over, it is very true, but
infantiy could have done it.

By

the

Question.

Court

:

Why could

not the artillery have passed over the road?

Answer. The artillery could not have taken that road on account of the noise they
would have made. I have no doubt they could have got over it. The only obstruction we met with was when we met with this ammunition train of Longstreet’s,

THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN.

Chap. XXXl.l

753

We heard
fences,

once.
once.

a considerable noise, and drew up in line of battle in a field, tore down the
But we had no skirmishing; they surrendered at
field.
When we ordered the train to halt, they halted and gave themselves up at

and got back into a

By

General

White

:

You have

stated that you thought there would have been
going out at the time you did. How long,
in your opinion, would it have taken the infantry to have crossed the

Question.

no

difficulty in the infantry

Potomac

?

Answer. I think there were, perhaps, 10,000
taken them three hours, I think.

men

there,

and

it

would, perhaps, have

Question. After crossing, how long, suppose there had been no interruption whatever how long would it have taken them to have marched
where they would have been perfectly clear of danger of attack and
being surrounded by the enemy

—

Answer. Well,

Question.

sir,

three hours more would have taken

When you say

out,’^

them

out.

do you mean clear around the enemy’s

left flank %

Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir

;

I

mean

And how

entirely out of their lines.

far

would that have been

?

Answer. Twelve miles.

Question. Is not that more than three hours’ march
Answer. A forced
done it, I know.

Question.

You

march could have done

say you had some

it.

little

?

“Stonewall” Jackson could have

skirmishing with the enemy

?

Answer. Very little we expected to have a skirmish with the guard that was
with the ammunition train, but they showed no fight they surrendered.
;

;

Question.

You had some with

the pickets

?

Answer. Occasionally a shot; not a skirmish, but a shot now and then.

With infantry, marching as a column of infantry would,
your opinion as to their being attacked by the enemy
Answer. I think if we had left a rear guard of cavalry, we could have protected
them and carried them out of all that. I think that by all means every man that could
Question.

what

is

get a horse should have gone out. There were 2,000 horses left there.

Question.

Who had them ?

Answer. They were artillery horses and captured horses.
many myself and left them there.

Question.

You

I

had captured a great

are mistaken about the number, I think.

Answer. I guess you will not find any officer there who will not say what
do not think there was less than 2,000. Of course, I guess at the number.

By

the

Question.
place?
Answer. No,

Judge- Advocate

I do.

I

:

The horses were of no use whatever

in the defense of the

sir.

By General White
Question. How much force do you suppose
:

the

enemy had on the

north side of the Potomac at that time?
Answer. From the best information

48

R

R—VOL

XIX,

PT

I

I

could get, they had about 7,000 men.
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their entire force?

Do you mean

Question. Yes,

N. VA.,

over in Maryland ?

sir.

Answer. About 135,000,

reckon.

I

And

Question.

tire left flank of

you, in passing* out with the cavahy, turned the enthat force ?

Answer. Wo did not turn the fljxnk at all. Wo were on one side of the mountain
and tlieir force was on the other. At that time there were none of them beyond Pleasant
Valley, and we passed up on the southern side of the Blue Ridge, as we call it in
Virginia, until we passed them. They were in Maryland, though, but, by going on as
far as Chambersburg, we got entirely around them.
Stuart took pretty much the
same route, only ho crossed the Potomac higher up, and came around a week ago and
a

little over.

Questiou. Suppose the infantry had been started out at the time the
from Harper’s Ferry, when they were passing up that
road wbat would have prevented the force under Jackson in the valley
from attacking our column?
cn valry started

Answer. Jackson at that time was in Pleasant Valley.

You

Question.
Heights.
Answer.

He had

Answer. No,

Answer.

I

was

in front of us at Bolivar

not crossed over the mountain.

On Sunday

Question.

Question.

are mistaken in that; he

’

night?

sir.

We fought his

do not

know where

troops on

Sunday afternoon before you

in the world he could

left.

have been.

Question. In passing up that road with the entire command, if the
enemy were stretched around to the Potomac at Shepherdstown, wmuld it not have been probable that they would have known of
our departure and attacked us there ?
lines of the

Answer. There

is

a probability of

it

;

but at night, that way, I do not think we
to have attended to.

would have had anything more than their pickets

Question. You think they would have allowed our entire command to
have gone out without an attack ?
Answer.

I

think they would.

Question.

Why?

Answer. We had seen no indication of anything
showing tight in any force.

else

when we went, nothing

like

Question. That was because your passage up the river was pretty
rapid ?
Answer. That was so

Question.
Answer.

I

;

we

were*^

going along moderately

Did you go about 10

think

we went

upon Colonel Miles as a
ho was a loyal man.

ipiles

at least that.

traitor.

I

never

an hour

fast.

?

I do not want it understood that I looked
did. I served under him too long. I think

By the Court
Question. What is your opinion in regard to the cai)acity of Colonel
Miles for that command?
:

Answer. I think ho was entirely capable ten days before the surrender of Harper’s
I will have to commence at the beginning to get the story right. The day
after wo had the skirmish in Leesburg— not a skirmish either, but a pretty hard
fight Colonel Miles sent mo back to Leesburg to learn the truth of the forces coming

Ferry.

—
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I could not go to Leesburg, but I got on a mountain near by, within a mile
and I had a good spy-glass and saw everything distinctly. I saw forty regiments coming into Leesburg and sixty-odd ineces of artillery. I went back and reported it to Colonel Miles. He turned around to me and said, “ It is a damned no
such thing,” just in that way. That was the first time Colonel Miles treated me so
abruptly in his life. I saw the reason of it at once. I told him then he could send
some one who could see better than I could. He says, ‘‘ Here is a man that is right
from there, and he says everything is quiet.” Says I, “Colonel, that man lives 13
miles from Leesburg, and there is a large mountain between him and Leesburg, and
he must see clear through that mountain to see better than I did with my glass.” I
turned to the man, and said, “Mr. Hough” his name was Hough “when were you
in Leesburg?” He says, “ I have not been there at all, but,” says he, “I have not
heard anything.” He "had not been there at all, but lives in Hillsborough, 13 miles off,
while I had been there, or in sight of there, and had a spy-glass. When the old colonel found I had him a little in that respect, he knuckled down to mo and treated mo
very kindly. He told me to go to Point of Rocks and stay there till further orders.
I went there, and was introduced to Colonel Banning, who had command there at
that time, and talked with him, I suppose, one hour. 1 then went off to get my supper I had had no dinner, in fact and the colonel came after me, and told me his
l^ickets had been caught off the tow-path some 3 miles below there, and he wanted
me to go and see about it. I went and got a squad of men and went down, and, sure
enough, they were caught off there. I reported that to Colonel Banning, and he immediately telegraphed it to Colonel Miles. That was about 5 o’clock on the evening
of Thursday, when they commenced crossing the river the main body. Colonel Banning got no reply until 12 o’clock at night, and then he got a dispatch that he would be
re-enforced at daylight the next morning. But there were no re-enforcements. I stood
there on picket all night, and I suppose 10,000 crossed over that night, and the first
good place they came to, they just laid right down. The next morning at sunrise I
came up and reported to Colonel Banning; but no re-enforcements yet. I then told
him I would go up and see Colonel Miles in fact, he told me to go up. I went on to
Knoxville, and met Colonel Maulsby, of the Home Brigade, and ate my breakfast with
him. He sat down and wrote to Colonel Miles, by me. I went up and saw Colonel
Miles, but he would not believe anything I said, or that there were any soldiers over
the river, or. any danger.
tlicrc.

of

ifc,

—

—

—

—

—

;

Question. You made the remark a few minutes ago that in that conversation you discovered what was the matter. What was the matter
with Colonel Miles ?
Answer. That is a thing I did not care about telling ; but as you have asked me
suppose I must. I think he had taken too much to drink. I never had seen it the
case before, but that was my impression at the time. I had been serving under him
before for three or four months, and I never saw that the case with him until tliat
time therefore I paid no attention to what he said.
I

;

Question. Did he continue in that state during the remaining portion
of your stay?
Answer. Yes, sir that was the Thursday week before the evacuation of Harper’s
That was the first I ever discovered in him anything of the kind.
;

Ferry.

By

the

Question.
of ideas ?

Judge-Advocate

How

:

did his condition manifest itself j was

it

in confusion

Answer. Not at all.

Question. In excitement?
Answer. No, sir he seemed to bo stubborn, nothing
then, he would not believe anything you would tell him.
;

By General White

else.

In the

fix

he was in

:

Question. Do you mean to he understood that during the siege of
Harper’s Ferry Colonel Miles was not intoxicated all the time, but he
seemed to liave enough to make him stubborn ? Do you think he was
drinking ?
I think ho was.
I had been reporting to him once or twice a week for at
two or three months, and I had never found him anything else but perfectly

Answer.
least

straightforward in every respect until about that time.

:

:
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N. VA.,

William H. Trimble,

Col.

W.

VA., MD.,

recalled at his
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PA.
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and exam-

iued as follows

By

Court
You wish

the

Question.

:

something in your former testimony,

to explain

do you ?
Answer. Yes, sir. It occurred to mo after I left the room that I had not given a
proper or special answer to one of the questions of the judge-advocate, in regard to the
reasons for my opinion in reference to the militarj'^ caj)acity of Colonel Miles. I have
already stated that Colonel Miles declined to make some defensive works, and to clear
out the forest in front of our position that interfered with the range of our artillery
and furnished a cover for the enemy. In addition to that, he had said to me that the
enemy could not i)lant artillery on Loudoun Heights that they could not plant batteries on the table-lands under Loudoun Heights, and that the ground in the ravines,
on the left flanks running from the turnpike to the Shenandoah, was impassable. But
these things, when the engagement came on, proved the incorrectness of Colonel Miles’
military judgment and then his not being on the battle-field to support the command
by his presence, and to direct it by his military ability; his leaving me without instructions or any plan of defense, or any authority to call for re-enforcements all
these things combined comx)elled me to give up my faith in him as a commander. I
wish the court to understand that it was that combination of circumstances that compelled me to come to a conclusion adverse to Colonel Miles.
;

;

;

Question. Did you notice during the siege that Colonel Miles was intoxicated ?
Answer. I did not and although I heard suggestions among officers about there
doubting his being true to his trust, I replied promptly and decisively always to any
such suggestion, that I would not permit myself to think such a thing of any superior
officer, and that all the things that had been stated to me as evidences of his being
untrue were only evidences to my mind of his being a weak man, wanting in decision
and firmness and in good judgment.
;

By

General

White:

Question. Did you see General “StonewalP^ Jackson at Harper’s

Ferry ?
I did, and had a conversation with him. I made a point to see
issue with him that had not been made in the conditions of
surrender, as I understood. I understood and I am satisfied that General Jackson
was in chief command there.

Answer. Yes,

him, in order to

sir

;

make an

Maj. Gen. JST. P. Banks, called by the Government, and sworn and
examined as follows

By the Judge-Advocate
Question. Will you state to the Commission whether you have, at any
time, with your command, occupied the Maryland Heights; and, if so,
:

when and with about what

force

%

Answer. In the month of July, 1861, I occupied Maryland Heights with a small
a large part of my troops being at the base of the mountain, in the valley.
My command consisted of about 5,000 men.

force,

How many were up on the heights
We had two regiments there the most of the time,

Question.
Answer.

and one

in the

town of

Harper’s Ferry.

Question. What is your opinion as to the natural capabilities of defense which the heights furnish ?
Answer. With provisions and water, Maryland Heights would be a very strong
a small force could hold them against a large number of men, for a time.

position

;

Question. Is there difficulty there in regard to a proper supply of

water %
4n8wer. At some seasons of the year there might he.

:

:

:
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summer mouths?

Answer. Yes, sir; in the dry months; hut there are several small springs on the
mountain which could be made available for troops, hut in the spring of the year there
plenty of water.

is

They could be made available in the summer months for
do you suppose ?
could not say how many men could remain there for any length of time

Question.

what

force,

Answer. I
through the summer months.
to

Question. For a few days or weeks ? You remained there long enough
become quite familiar with the mountain.
Answer. Yes,

posed

We

suphut I am not able to answer that question explicitly.
there, that subject being much canvassed, that springs could be

sir;

when I was

found that would supply a considerable force wdth water but there being no exigency
for our putting a large number of men on the heights, and they being better accommodated below in that respect, we never explored the heights so far as to enable me
An old man who lives at the
to state what length of time troops could remain there.
base of the mountain, near Sharpsburg, said that there were several springs upon the
heights which would furnish water if attended to, cleared out.
;

The Commission then adjourned

to 11 a. m. to

Washington, D.
The Commission met pursuant
*

#

#

morrow.
C., October 17, 1862.

to adjournment.
*

#

St!

#

The investigation was then resumed in relation to the evacuation of
Maryland Heights and the surrender of Harper’s Ferry.
The judge-advocate submitted in evidence copies of the following
l)apers, furnished by the War Department, which were read
Headquarters of the Army,
Washington, D. C., September 5, 1862.
Major-General Wool, Baltimore, Md. :
I find it impossible to get this army into the field again in large force for a day or
two. In the mean time Harper’s Ferry may be attacked and overwhelmed. I leave
the dispositions there to your experience and local knowledge.
I beg leave, however, to suggest the propriety of withdrawing all our forces in that
vicinity to Maryland Heights. I have no personal knowledge of the ground, and
merely make the suggestion to you.

H.

W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief.

Washington, D. C., Septemher 7, 1862.
Colonel Miles, Harper's Fet'ry
Our army is in motion. It is important that Harper’s Ferry be held to the latest
moment. The Government has the utmost confidence in you, and is ready to give you
full credit for the defense it expects you to make.
H.

W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief,

Harper’s Ferry, September
Major-General Halleck, General-in-Chief
Thanks for confidence. Will do my best.

Enemy advancing from
D.

8,

1862.

Winchester.

S.

MILES,

Colonel Second Infantry.

Harper’s Ferry, September

9,

1862.

Major-General Halleck, General-in-Chief :
Information that Loring is marching 15,000 to 20,000 of all arms, via Snicker’s Ferry,
from Leesburg. If ho visits me I, am ready ; but believe his intention to march on Cumberland, via

Romney.

,

D.

S.

MILES,

Colonel Second Infantry,

:
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10, 1862.

Major-General Halleck, General-in-Chief
Fiiiemy reported advancing from Boonsborongh.
He may intend to pass on the
Maryland Heights or the Potomac, at Antietam Creek. Troops in position and ready.
D. S. MILES,
Colonel Second Infantry.

Harper’s Ferry, September 11, 1862.
Halleck, General-in-Chief
No sign of the enemy this morning. Yesterday Colonel Downey made a dash on
force of 15,000 at. Boonsborongh with 19 cavalry threw their line into confusion,
killed 6, and safely retreated.
Downey slightly wounded.
Ivlajor-General

;

D.

S.

MILES,

Colonel Second Infantry.

Rockville, September

11, 1862.

Major-General Halleck, General-in-Chief :
Colonel Miles is at or near Harper’s Ferry, I understand, with 9,000 troops. He can
do nothing where he is, and could bo of great service if ordered to join me. I suggest
that he be ordered at once to join me by the most practicable route.

GEO.

B.

McClellan,

Major- General,

Comm anding.

Headquarters op the Army,
Washington, D. C., September 11,1862.

General George B. McClellan, Roc/criRe ;
There is no way for Colonel Miles to join you at present. His only chance is to
defend his works till you can open communication with him. When you do so he will
be subject to your orders.
H. W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief.

Headquarters of the Army,
Washington, D. C., September 12, 1862.
Major-General McClellan, Middleburg
Is it not possible to open communication with Harper’s Ferry, so that Colonel Miles
can co-operate with you ?
H. W. HALLECK,
General-in-Chief.

Headquarters of the Army,
Washington, D.

Dixon

C.,

September 12, 1862.

Miles, Harperh Ferry :
You will obey such orders as General McClellan may give you. You will endeavor
to open communication with him and unite your forces to his at the earliest possible
moment. His army is now near the line of the Monocacy.
H. W. HALLECK,
Col.

S.

General-in-Chief.

Frederick, September

14, 1862.

Major-General Halleck, General-in-Chief
A courier from Colonel Miles, who left in the night, has just arrived, and says
Colonel Miles is surrounded by a large force of the enemy, but thinks he can hold out
two days. General White has joined him with his command from Martinsburg. Miles
is in possession of Harper’s Ferry and Loudoun Heights. If he holds out to-day lean
The whole army is moving as rapidly as possible. The enemy
lu'obably save him.
is in possession of Maryland Heights.
B. McClellan,
Major-General, Commanding.

GEO.

Baltimore, September
Major-General Halleck, General-in-Chief
The following dispatch has been received from Col. A. Voss, Twelfth
alry, dated Greencastle, Pa., September 15

15, 1862.

Illinois

Cav-

:

llarper’s Ferry is from all sides invested by a force estimated at 30,000. By order of Colonel Miles,
way through the
it last evening at 8 o’clock witU the cavalry, about 1,500 strong, to cut

I left

my

::

Cjiai*.
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enemy’s lines. I succeeded in reaching this place about 9 this morning, having passed the enemy’s
about 3 miles northward of Williamsport, and capturing a wagon train of over GO wagons, loaded
with ammunition, and G75 prisoners. Colonel Miles intends to hold the Ferry, but is anxiously look-

line

ing for re-enforcements.

No cannonading beard to-day. If cavalry are fit for service, I will order tbein to
General McClellan.
Colonel Davis says bis regiment is used up, and, as be has lost
everything, asks where be shall go to refit. As soon as I learn their condition I will
give them orders accordingly.
JOHN E. WOOL,
Major-General, Commanding.

Headquarters of the Army,
Washington, B. C., September 15, 1862.

Major-General McClellan
In addition to the force sent yesterday to Edwards Ferry, a division will move to:

day to occupy Barnesville or Poolesville.
The Harper’s Ferry cavalry has cut its way through to Greencastle, and reports
Colonel Miles very hard pressed, and, unless relieved, will have to surrender to-day.
Enemy planting guns on heights. Telegram from Greencastle, dated 9 a. m. to-day.
H. W. HALLECK,
Genera l-in- Chief.

Baltimore, September

16, 1862.

Major-General Halleck, G enei’al-in- Chief
The following dispatch, dated Harper’s Ferry, 16th, via Frederick, has just been received
:

to state that this place has been defended for several days against an attack by the divisions
of Jackson, A. P. Ilill, Lawton, Walker, and McLaws, amounting in all to 40,000 men, with over fifty
pieces of artillery. After expending all our artillery ammunition, except that for short range, 8.nd
defeating two attacks of the enemy’s infantry. Colonel Miles, with the advice of his brigade commanders, reluctantly surrendered. 1 regret to say that the gallant Colonel Miles is so severely wounded
that his recovery is not probable. I march to-day, with the command, and will report to y ouln detail.

have

I

JULIUS WHITE,

Brigadier-General,

Commanding.

JOHN

E. WOOL,
Major-General, Commanding.

Sharpsburg, September

16, 1862.

Major-General Halleck, General-in-Chief

*##*#*#
«

^

^

^

learn that Colonel Miles surrendered at 8 a. m. yesterday, uneonditionally. I fear
his resistance was not so stubborn as it might have been.
Had he held Maryland
Heights he would inevitably have been saved.
I

B. McClellan,
Major-General, Commanding.

GEO.

After discussion by the Commission, the further investigation of this
case was postponed for the present.
The Commission subsequently adjourned to 11 a. m. to-morrow.

Washington, T>.
The Commission met pursuant
*

#

*

#

The Commission resumed the
tion of

#

#

*

investigation in relation to the evacua-

Maryland Heights and the surrender of Harper^s Ferry.

The judge-advocate read

War

C., Ocioher 21, 1862.

to adjournment.

in evidence the following papers

from the

Department:
Ordnance Office,

War

Department,

Washington, October 20, 1862.

Hon. P. H. Watson,
Assistant Secretary of War :
In answer to your letter of this morning, I have to state that there were but
three requisitions for arms, ordnance, and ordnance stores made by Colonel Miles or

Sir

:

:

:
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supply of the forces at Harper’s Ferry for a month previous

day of September, 1862, all of which requisitions were promptly complied
with, by orders on and issues from the Washington Arsenal. These requisitions were
1st. From Lieut. Warren Thompson, on 20th August, for 300 cartridges for 5-inch
Dahlgren guns, for 200 cartridges for 6-pounder James guns filled by order for supto the 15th

;

jdies No. 3361.
2d. From Col. B. F. Davis, on the 3d September, for 80,000 caps for pistol cartridges;
filled by order for supplies No. 3572.
3d. From Lieut. Warren Thompson, on 3d September, for 8 haversacks, 8 tubepouches, 300 12-pounder cartridges, 10 priming wires, 12 thumb-stalls, 200 20-pounder
cartridges, 10 lanyards, 10 tow hooks, 12 rammers and sponges, 10 gunners’ gimlets,
6 pounds of iron tacks, 8 fuse wrenches, 10 vent punches, 1,000 copxier tacks, and 6
handspikes ; filled by order for supplies No. .3586.
I inclose a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Ramsay, showing that these general

orders were promptly complied with.
There was also a requisition received here on the 3d September, approved by Colonel Miles, for the Eighth New York Cavalry, stationed at Summit Point, for 600"Sharps
carbines, with accouterments and ammunition for the same, to be sent to Summit
Point, via Harper’s Ferry. These articles were not sent because not on hand. This
regiment left Harper’s Ferry before the surrender.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAS. W. RIPLEY,
Briffadier- General, Chief of Ordnance.

Washington Arsenal, D.

C.,

October 20, 1862.

W.

Eipley,
Chief of Ordnance:
Siu: I have the honor to state that the only orders received here, as appears hy the hooks of niy
office, having reference to stores issued to Harper’s Ferry for a “month previous to the 15th September, 1862,” are orders Nos. 3361, 3572, and 3586. These orders were promptly complied with.
I am, sir, very respectfully,
GEO. D. RAMSAY,

Gcuei al J.

Lieutenant-Colonel,

*

Commanding.

The judge-advocate also read in evidence the following papers, found
among those left by the late Col. D. S. Miles
Headquarters Third Brigade,
September 13, 1862.

Colonel Miles:

The One hundred and twenty-sixth New York has given way, and are straggling
through the woods. All our forces are falling back.
THOS. H. FORD,
Colonel, Commanding.

A pap^ without date, but indorsed as received on the 13th September
Colonel Miles:
The One hundred and twenty-sixth all run, and the
I cannot hold my men.
Thirty-second are out of ammunition. I must leave the hill unless you direct otherwise.

THOS. H. FORD,
Colonel,

Lieut.

Henry M. Binney,

recalled

Commanding.

by the Government, and exam-

ined as follows

By

the Judge- Advocate

:

Question. Look at this paper, and see if you can tell at what hour of
the day it was received by Colonel Miles [handing witness note, without
date, to Colonel Miles from Col. T. H. Ford, read above].
Answer.

By

I

have no recollection of ever having seen

the

Question.
Answer,

Court
Whose indorsement

this before.

is

that on the back ?

It is the writing of the clerk in

the

offic§>,
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Where

Question.

He

is

he?

with the First Maryland Regiment,
tain Cook’s company.
Answer.

is

Do you

Question.

nel Miles from Col.

761

recollect this

I suppose.

He

belongs to Cap-

paper [handing witness note

Thomas H. Ford, dated September

to Colo-

13, 1862]

?

do not recollect of ever seeing it before. I think it was written
early in the forenoon of Saturday, before Colonel Miles went on the heights. There
was some such note came, but I did not see it. Colonel Miles said there was some
trouble up there with some of the regiments, and we got our horses and went over
there, and met some 180 men, which he left me to drive back.
That was after some
such note as this was received. I do not know as this was the one.

Answer. No,

sir

;

I

Question. State whether you ever noticed Colonel Miles in a state of
intoxication at any time during the siege of Harper’s Ferry ; and, if so,
at what time.
Since I have been with him, in February last, I have never known
sir.
to use intoxicating drink in any shape, kind, or form. I have visited with him
the different camps of the different regiments, and we have always been invited to dismount and go in. When we have done so, Colonel Miles has always refused to drink.
Even at a private party on the 4th of July he refused to drink champagne with the
ladies there.

Answer. No,

him

Question.

You never suspected

that he drank privately

?

Answer. No, sir; I never saw him under the influence of liquor, and never saw any
liquors about his quarters, and I knew all his rooms. I know that General Rosecrans
came there at one time and asked for something to drink, and Colonel Miles said he
kept none about him.

Question.

Did you ever

see his nerves affected

by want

of liquor?

never saw him except when he was calm and cool, under all
circumstances, and seemed to be equal to all emergencies that might arise, except on
Monday morning, the morning of the surrender. I think that then, surrounded as he
was, and attacked on all sides, he seemed to be a little flustered, and hardly to know
how to act. At all other times he seemed to be perfectly cool and calm. That was the
only time I ever saw him when he seemed to be excited. As far as liquor is concerned,
I am willing to make oath that he never used it while he was at Harper’s Ferry.
I
have often heard him make the remark to some of the colonels, when asked to take
something to drink, that he begged to be excused that he had had enough said about
his drinking at Bull Run, and since that time he had never allowed liquor to pass his'
lips.
I know he has had presents of liquors, wines, &c., but they were put in his
closets and cupboards, and were there after his death.
I never saw empty bottles,
even, about his quarters, unless it was in the rooms of some of his staff. »

Answer. No,

sir

;

I

;

Maj. Henry B. McIlvaine, recalled by General White, and examined as follows:

By

General

White:

Question. You stated in your evidence yesterday that you thought
that at the time of the surrender of Harper’s Ferry, it might have been
held during the day. That answer might perhaps be differently interWhat I desire to know is whether by the word might” you
lireted.
meant a possibility or a probability. What meaning did you intend to
convey by that expression ?
Answer. Well, sir, I meant this, that it could only have been held that day by
desperately disputing the ground by an almost hand-to-hand conflict, disputing the
ground inch by inch, and hardly that. My mind has always been made up that the
place was untenable.

Do you

think such a contest as would have been necessary
it could have been held at all, would have
with troops of the character we had new troops ?

Question.

to hold the place that day, if

been made

—

Answer. No, sir I had no confidence in the troops myself, being mostly raw trooj)S,
It was hardly possible to hope for a gallant resistance of that kind from them.
;

*
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Question. Do you think the line we had would have withstood the
assault of the enemy, even for ten minutes

first

Answer.

I

must confess

I

do not.

I

do not like to speak so disparagingly of our

gallant troops.

By

Court
What reason have you

the

Question.
not stand ?

:

for believing that the troops

would

Answer. From the fact that three of the regiments had only had their arms for a
very few days previous to the attack on Harper’s Ferry, and from my own observation
in seeing a great many of the troops.

Question.

Had any

them broken

of

or behaved badly before

Answer. Yes, sir; on Sunday night I had seen the troops leaving their positions
hchiud their intrenchments on Camp Hill and falling back to the Potomac.

Question.

What

regiments

Answer. The Twelfth

Question.

Any

?

New York

others

State Militia.

?

Answer. I saw a great many, not in bodies, hut stragglers from the other regiments,
with the numbers 111 and 126 on their caps.

Question. Did you ever see Colonel Miles, during the siege, under the
influence of liquor ?
Answer. Never.

The further investigation of this case was suspended for the present.
The Commission then resumed the investigation in relation to the
evacuation of Winchester by General White.
Subsequently the Commission adjourned to 11 a. m. on Thursday next.

Washington, D.
The Commission met pursuant
*

*

to adjournment.
*

*

C., October 23, 1862.

*

#

#

The Commission resumed the investigation in relation to the evacuation of Winchester by General White, and spent some time thereon.
The Co*mmission then resumed the investigation in relation to the
evacuation of Maryland Heights and the surrender of Harper^s Ferry.
Mr. John Joliffe and Mr. S. W. Johnston appeared as the representatives of Colonel Ford, to conduct the investigation in his behalf,

and were sworn to secrecy.

Thomas Noakes, recalled by Colonel
By Mr. Johnston

Ford, and examined as follows:

:

Question. In your former testimony you stated that you were directed
by General Wliite to go to Colonel Miles in regard to Maryland Heights,
and tliat in the conversation Colonel Miles scouted the idea, and said,
I have just informed him to evacu‘‘I cannot hold Maryland Heights.
ate there if he should think he was overpowered.”
Answer. Yes,

sir;

that

is

right.

Question. Did he say,

I

have just informed

anybody ?
Answer.

I

think he said the commanding

officer,

him,’^ or did

he name

'

:
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The commanding officer of Maryland Heights?
Yes, sir; or I am satisfied he could not have meant anybody

Question.

Answer.
granted he meant the commanding

for

officer

else.

I

took

of the heights.

While 1 was
Question. Farther along you say in your testimony,
standing there, an officer, a colonel, rode up, and spoke to a gentleman
standing there, saying, I have given up Maryland Heights, according
to the order I have just got.^ ”
‘

Answer.

Y^es, sir;

that

is right.

When you

Question.

speak of

a gentleman,” was he an

officer ?

am satisfied he was an officer.
Question. Where was this officer standing?

Answer. Yes,

sir; I

Answer. Right in front of Colonel Miles’ quarters.

Question. How long had you been there at headquarters, either with
Colonel Miles or about there ?
Answer. From the time I left General White until I left Harper’s Ferry to go hack,
suppose it was some two hours and a half, or may he three hours. I cannot recolI was bothered about a
lect j ust the time, because I had right smart to attend to.
great many things then.
I

Can you

Question.
Answer.

I

state near the time

suppose about three hours.

Question. Leaving there about
Answer. About 11 o’clock,

Question. It
Answer. Yes,

Capt.

is all

I

am

?

positive about that.

what time do you

sui)pose

?

I think.

memory on your

part, I suppose

?

sir.

W. Angelo Powell,

called

by Colonel Ford and sworn, and

examined as follows

By

Mr. Joliffe

:

Question. Were you at HarpeFs Ferry at the time of the evacuation,
or- about that time ; and, if so, in what capacity ?
Answer.

I

was acting
;

as engineer.

Question. In what force

•

?

Answer. In the Engineer Corps.

Question. Hid you hear Colonel Miles say anything about whether or
not Maryland Heights could be retained ; and, if so, what did he say
upon that subject ?
Answer. After the evacuation of Maryland Heights, in the afternoon, Colonel Miles
said in his office that it was well Colonel Ford had left as soon as he did, otherwise
his men would have been driven back and his guns captured and turned upon us.
(Question. Ho you know whether or not Colonel
to Colonel Miles for re-enforcements ?

Answer. Yes,

I

do not

(Question.
•

officer, to

Answer.

at

any time

sir.

What

Question.
Answer.
ments.

Ford sent

occurred?

know how many were

sent to

him

;

but he sent for re-enforce-

What remarks were made by Colonel Miles, or any other
by whom Colonel Ford sent for re-enforcements ?

the person
I

think

it

was on Friday evening that ho

said that Colonel

Ford had
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made

tlie remark to him that he could hold that place against all hell.
Then he continued his remark by saying, “ Then what in hell does he want of more men ? ”

Question.

Did he say anything about jeopardizing

Answer. Yes,

Question.

his force in front?

sir.

What was

it ?

Answer. He said, “What in hell does he want of more men ? I cannot jeopardize
any force in front.” At that time I do not think there was an attack.

Question.

Where;

Answer. Yes,

sir

;

in front?

on Bolivar Heights.

General White
Question. On our arrival at Harper’s Ferry, at the time of the evacuation at Winchester, was there any conversation, that you remember,
between myself and Colonel Miles relative to the fortification of Loudoun Heights and of Bolivar Heights?

By

:

Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. Will you state what

it

was,

if

you please

?

It was proposed by yourself, and I think I also
Pleights, because, in case the enemy should approach

Answer.

spoke of it, to fortify Loudoun
from that side, which there
was a probability of their doin", they would then have command of Bolivar Heights
and also Camp Hill. Colonel Miles made the remark, as near as I can remember, that
the enemy would not attack that way, but would attack like they did in the spring,
that is, from the front. It was also advised to cut down the timber on Bolivar Heights,
and also on Maryland Heights.

Question. Clear

it

entirely

?

.

the timber around the siege guns could not possibly have been
over 100 yards, 300 feet, trom the siege guns. The consequence was that infantry
approaching there could get right up on the gunners and pick them off their sharpshooters would.

Answer. Yes,

sir;

—

Question. This conversation occurred before I was ordered to Martins*

burg?
Answer. Yes,

Question.

mended

sir.

Were any

of these things done which were then recom-

?

Answer. No, sir I spoke of it several times to Colonel Miles, but he said there was
no necessity for doing so. I even wanted to have the woods cleared off Bolivar
Heights, but he said it was unnecessary that we wanted to keep the woods there to
mask what we were doing. I had got my orders from him, and proceeded immediately to putting up the works there. The object of retaining the trees there was
to prevent the enemy from seeing what we were doing; whereas instead of that it
was a shelter for an attack on their part. The woods that were cut down on th»i
left of Bolivar Heights was done by the consent of Colonel Miles, after a great deal
of persuasion from me and others. If it had not been for that woods being cut
down, I think they would have taken that battery when they made their attack on
the left flank. General Hill and Colonel Walker, or General Walker, I think, said he
never found anything more difiicult to march men through than that abatis there.
;

;

By

the

Court:

Question. Do you know anything in regard to orders having
been sent to Colonel Ford in regard to the abandonment of Marylancl

Heights ?
Answer. I only know that Colonel Miles made the remark in his oflice, as he was
in the habit of doing every evening to me when I returned from Bolivar Heights,
that he had given orders to Colonel Ford that if he was too hard pressed he should fall
back on the Virginia side that is, to Harper’s Ferry and disable the guns. Whether
those orders were written ones or verbal I cannot say. It was during this conversaI advised him to cut dowu
tion that it was spoken about the woods being cut down.

—

—

—
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the woods. I thought they were too uear entirely; we could not see what the enemy
were doing on the heights, and, of course, that was all to our disadvantage.

Question. When did this conversation take place between you and
Colonel Miles ?
Answer. In the evening, about 8 o’clock

Question.

The day

before the

;

on Friday, I think.

abandonment of Maryland Heights

Answer. Yes, sir. At that time I did not know whether it was on Friday or Saturday but I know now from the dates I have of it.
;

By

the

Judge- Advocate

:

Question. What is your judgment as to the practicability of escape
the night previous to the surrender of Harper^s Ferry ?

—

—

Answer. Well, sir, in my view it may not be of much account; still, I give it
think it would have been almost impossible to have got the infantry force and artilthat is, clear of the enemy it would have been an
lery out of Harper’s Ferry
utter impossibility but it might have been practicable to have got that force over
on the Maryland side, but they would then have been under a very severe attack of
the enemy. There would have been a great many men slaughtered, and I think they
would have been, perhaps, compelled to have surrendered there. There was no preparation made on the Maryland side, or on the Loudoun side, to resist an attack. The
enemy had all the advantage; they had the woods there for their cover, which should
not have been. Colonel Miles had three months to fortify that place, and clear the
timber off, but he did not do it.
;

;

;

Question.

Made no

preparation -at

all for

defense?

Answer. The only x>reparation made for defense was done, I think, by order of General Saxton, and the work was under the superintendence of some other captain
there; I do not recollect his name.
It consisted of a face and two bastions, and
then a line of earthworks, which did not amount to much, in fact to nothing at all,
for they were never used except on the enemy on Loudoun.

By General White
Question. Where were those masks ?
:

On Camp Hill. They were of no account. The enemy had complete comof that place they could fire right down there.
In fact, while the engagement
was going on by the artillery between Camp Hill battery, which was under command
of Captain Graham, and the Loudoun side, and also from the Maryland side, Captain
Graham had to move his guus very often. They had complete command of the
place. The rebel ofi&cers there said we killed a number of their men upon the Loudoun
side with our 24-pounder howitzers and some of our 20-pounder Parrott guns. Whether
it was so or not, of course I am not able to say. That was their acknowledgment, any
how. After opening fire from Loudoun Heights on that battery of Captain Graham,
they turned their guns, and fired down into the cavalry one shell that scattered.
Answer.

mand

;

By

Court
Do you confine

the

Question.

Answer. That

By

:

is

for

you

yourself to the question

?

to say.

the Judge- Advocate

:

Question. What number of horses do you suppose remained after
the cavalry escaped from Harper’s Ferry ?

—

Answer. There were 13 horses of mounted men 1 man was wounded, I think returned over the pontoon bridge, and a sergeant, or perhaps one of the corporals, came
ux) while I was in the room with Colonel Miles, and stated that 13 men had returned,

wounded and

and there was

1

Question.
horses there

Was

1 killed.

there not a large

number of spare horses and artillery

?

Answer. There were those 13 horses, and there were some 26 besides, perhaps, that
remained on the ground.
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Question. The opinion has been expressed here by one witness that
there were 2,000 horses left there.
Answer. Artillery horses

Question. Horses of
Answer. I doubt very

By

?

all

much

kinds.
that there were 2,000.

White
Do you believe

General

Question.

:

that there were 1,000?

Answer. No, sir I know the enemy were very much surprised when they got in
there and found so very few horses to take.
;

Question. Aside from the battery horses there, and the horses belonging to officers, do you believe there were 200 left there public property,
;

1

mean

?

Answer. There must have been very near that number.

By

Court
Had you any means

the

Question.
Answer.

By

I

:

the

Judoe-Advocate

How many

Question.

Answer. There

By

the

of

number

only judge by the

?

:

battery horses do you suppose there were ?

may have been

Court

knowing

of teams I saw.

in the neighborhood of a hundred.

:

Question. Were those extra horses, besides those regularly used for
the batteries ?
Answer. They were horses that belonged to some orderlies that remained there,
and some that belonged to some of the men that were sick in the hospital, and some
that belonged to the teams.

Question. Do you know of any captured horses there in the hands of
the quartermaster or other persons?
.tVnswer.

gotten

No,

sir

;

I

do not.

I

may have been aware

of

it

;

but

if I

was

I

have

for-

it.

By

White
Do you know

General

:

Captain Means, who commanded an independent company of cavalry somewhere about Leesburg?
Question.

Answer. No,

sir.

Question. Did you know whether there was any such person there at
the time our cavalry left ?
Answer. No,

Did you hear of him

Question.
Answer. No,

Question.

sir.

at the time

?

sir.

Do you know who

led the cavalry out from there

?

Answer. Colonel Davis; that is to say, they were under liis command, but ihey
were guided out by a citizen, and several men who belonged to the Maryland cavalry.

By

the Judge- Advocate

:

Did Colonel Miles ever discuss with you the question as to
withdrawing the forces from Harper\s Ferry to Maryland Heights with
a view to holding them?
Question.

Answer.

It

was spoken

of, I

think, on Saturday evening.

THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN.

Chap. XXXI.]

Question.

767

By him ?

Answer; Y’es, sir; I came into the room just as the conversation was being ended,
and then remained with him a few moments, as he requested me to do. After saying
that the men would be sacrificed by going over there, he said, “I am ordered by
General Wool to hold this place; and,” continued he, ‘‘God damn my soul to hell
if I don’t hold it against the enemy.”

Question.
place?

He

did not consider Maryland Heights as a part of the

Answer. No, sir; he considered that it would be disobeying his orders to go over
on the Maryland side. That is what I understood from his conversation.

As a military man, what is your judgment upon that quesWould not an order to hold Harper’s Ferry imply an order to
hold the heights which commanded it ?
Question.

tion

?

Answer. Of course. If he found it was impracticable to hold Harper’s Ferry by rc)naining on the Virginia side, it was Ms duty, as the commanding officer, to have gone
over on the Maryland side, as the result, if it had been in our favor, would have be('u
to hold Harper’s Ferry.

Question. Maryland Heights does unquestionably

command

Harper’s

Ferry ?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

Question. Have you expressed an opinion as to the necessity for the
surrender of Harper’s Ferry when it occurred ?
Answer.

I

am

not aware that I have.

Will you do so ?

Question.

Answer. After losing Maryland Heights, and permitting the enemy to plant their
on the left flank of Bolivar Heights, I then considered that the place was
surrendered. Of course they were firing in the fog at us but when the fog did rise
above the ridge, they had complete command of the place.
batteries

;

Question.

You were

present during the whole of the operations

?

Answer. Not on Monday morning, I was not.

Question.

But previously ?

sir; and on Monday morning I was near enough to see where their
batteries were. I went up there and found that the enemy had a battery on our left
flank, enfilading us, and another one back of Harper’s Ferry.

Answer. Yes,

By

General

White

:

Question. Across the Shenandoah, under
Answer. Yes,

By

the

Question.
throughout,

Loudoun Heights?

sir.

Judge-Advocate:

What is
made

your judgment, as a military man, of the defense
at Harper’s Ferry? Was it skillfully and properly

made?

—

Answer. The first part was not the engagement during Saturday, and a portion
of Friday, I think, when our troops fell back from Knoxville or in that vicinity; but
tlio management of the troops on Saturday afternoon, I think, could not have been
bettered.

By

General

Question.
Answer.

On

(Question.

Answer.

White

:

Where do you
the

refer?

left flank.

You mean Sunday, do you

On Sunday,

yes, sir; I

mean on the

not

?

left flank,

where the fighting was.

;

16S
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Court;

Do you mean

Question.

N. VA.,

Saturday and Sunday or Friday and Satur-

day ?
Answer.
on our left

I mean on Sunday afternoon
flank, on Bolivar Heights.

and evening, when the enemy made an attack

.

By

General

Question.

White:

Who commanded

our forces there at that time ?

Answer. Colonel Trimble, I think, was there, and yourself as in command.
were all that I remember had any command there.

Question.

Were

from that attack
Answer. Yes,

the

enemy repulsed and driven

oft*

in

Those

some disorder

?

sir.

Question. Those batteries you speak of having been planted on the
left were placed under the fire of their guns on Loudoun Heights ?
Answer. Yes,
I

was doing

You gave me an order to put some guns in position, and, while
heard the enemy moving over there in that timber.

sir.

so, I

Question. Were you present at that point on Monday morning, at the
intersection of the Charlestown road and Bolivar Heights
Answer. I came up near that, just where our headquarters were pitched oiie time
there, but I went back.
I did not think there was any necesvsity for
my staying there any longer, as I had nothing to do, and I was under fire all the "time
from the enemy’s shells.

when we came

Question.

Do you know whether

Answer. Yes,

sir

;

I

saw you go up

By Mr. Johnston

I

was present that morning

or not?

there.

:

Question. If you are familiar with Maryland Heights, taking the
lookout as a stand-point, state what preparation was necessary, in your
judgment, in the construction of works and the location of batteries, of
course, including the size and number of the guns, for the successful
defense of Maryland Heights against the force that is understood to
have come up in front there, and what time would have been required
to have constructed them ?
Answer. You have a survey here from General Cullnm [map handed witness] for
the defense of Maryland Heights from the east side. I would have recommended, of
course, that all the timber be cut down along the slope of the heights, in the form of
abatis, and that toward Solomon’s Gap there should be thrown up an earthwork of
sufficient strength to mount at least three guns and also, on the Maryland Heights
near the Ferry, almost above where Captain McGrath’s battery was, there should have
been placed a battery, that being the highest point and commanding Loudoun Heights,
in fact, almost enfilading the position the enemy would have to occupy.
I should
have placed there at least four or five guns, and I would have had them 30-pounder
Parrotts.
On the east slope of the south end of Maryland Heights I would have placed
a masked battery for the purpose of preventing the enemy from making an attack
from Sandy Hook. That need not have had more than two guns, and they might have
had them one rifled and the other smooth-bore.
;

By

tbe

Court

Question. That would have served the same purpose as the work on

Camp

Hill

?

Answer. Camp Hill, to have commanded the bridge and the ground east of it, along
the river and railroad, should have had works down under the brow of the hill, to
protect it from the enemy’s works on Loudoun Heights. That, from the shape of the
ground, could have been very easily done. Then, the timber all along on this plateau
and along the west side of Maryland Heights should have been cleared off. The
enemy attempted to put a battery over here [indicating on the map], and Captain
McGrath’s battery fired at them three or four times with excellent practice, and they
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did not put it there. The work placed on Camp Hill, according to the directions of
General Saxton, was all very well in case the enemy made an attack along this
plateau between Bolivar Heights and Bolivar itself, but when the enemy had a battery
on Loudoun Heights, that place was under their fire, was commanded by it, and be-

came

of no use.

Question. What number of men would be requisite on Maryland
Heights, with these works you speak of?
Answer. I should think at least 3,000 men, making allowances for all contingenThat is an excellent place for water a spring to get water from.
cies.

—

Question.

Where?

Answer. Just beyond this camp [pointing out on the map]

;

a plenty of

it

on

this

plateau.

Question. If the enemy occupied that position would there have been
a supply of water on the heights ?
Answer. Then make cisterns there for water.

Question.

Or

Answer. Yes,

Question.

force

it

up by a steam-engine from the

river

?

sir.

What is

the capacity of that spring,

if

you can

tell ?

think it was sufficient to supply in the neighborhood of from 2,000 to
that is, with care by damming it up, and saving the water. Perhaps the
supply might have been larger by sinking it deeper. That I never tried, and, of course,
I am not able to say.

Answer.

3,000

men

I

;

Question.

Have you been educated

as a military engineer ?

Answer. As a civil engineer. I had practice with Crawford Neilson as a military
engineer, and with several engineers whose names I do not recollect now. I was with
General Eosecrans on his staff as assistant engineer, and with General Cox in the
Kanawha Valley, after General Fremont took command of Western Virginia.

By

White
And you constructed

General

Question.

:

the works at Winchester ?

Answer. Yes, sir I have studied military engineering a great deal, and am very
anxious to put it in practice. For the defense of Loudoun Heights, I think it would
have been necessary to have put up a work there of considerable strength a regular
work for at least 3,000 men, for that is liable to be attacked not only from the east
side but from the south side, along the ridge. There I think I should have had some
six or eight guns, and some of them long-range guns. The water for that position
would have to be secured by means of cisterns. For Bolivar Heights, I think two or
three small detached works would have been sufficient but it is necessary, to fortify
that place, to clear the timber off at least l-J miles from the positions of the artillery,
;

;

;

to

make

it

of any strength.

Question.

That is

all I

have to say relative to fortifying that

place.

A portion of the question related to the time it would have

taken to have constructed these works.
Answer.

It

would have taken,

at

an average of 1,000 men, two months and a

half,

easy work.

Question. How long would it have taken to have
Heights alone, as you have described it ?

fortified

Maryland

Answer. About three weeks.

Question. Hid you contemplate the erection of block-houses

?

Answer. No, sir they are not of much importance in a position of that kind,
except against infantry. Where the enemy is able to bring artillery upon them, they
are but a trap.
;

Question.

by

Do you

not think that position would have been attacked
by a large force ?

infantry, if attacked at all

Answer. Certainly

40

R

;

infantry and artillery together.
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Question. In the event of an attack by infantry, would not blockhouses be very important in the defense of that position
Answer. Yes, sir but there are so many good positions there for artillery, that I
think an enemy in attacking that place would not neglect the advantage which they
;

give.

By

Mr. Joliffe

:

Question. Could Maryland Heights have been successfully defended
without artillery to command the entrance of Solomon’s Gap ?
Answer. Not with the force

we

had.

Capt. William H. Grafflin, called by the Government, and sworn
and examined as follows

By

the

Question.

Judge-Advocate

What

is

:

your position in the military service?

Answer. Captain of cavalry.

Question.

Were you at Harper’s Ferry during the siege which resulted

in its surrender ?

Answer. I was on Maryland Heights until

we

left

that xioint and went to Harper’s

Ferry.

What is your judgment as to the necessity of the evacuaMaryland Heights at the time they were abandoned?
Answer. I think that with the force we had there, after the engagement we had
there, we held it just as long as we well could. I was present at the first two engageQuestion.

tion of

ments, and the men were pretty well used up.
to eat or drink.

Question.

They were up there without anything

Ho you know how it happened

that you were there without

anything to eat or drink ?
volunteered to Colonel Ford to go up, and I took my company up there
We had no canteens, and the boys carried very few crackers with
them. They went up in a great deal of excitement, for it was something new to them
to be dismounted, and at daylight we opened the fight.

Answer.

I

before daylight.

Question.

Ferry

Were you with

the cavalry that escaped from Harper’s

?

Captain
I was. I was in command of the rear guard. Companies H and I.
went out on Saturday evening with 6 men and broke through the enemy’s

Answer.
Russell
lines.

Question. Ho you or not believe that the force at Harper’s Ferry
could have escaped over the route you took ?
Answer. I think they might. To be sure, they could not have escaped without an
engagement. It is very likely we might have had considerable of a fight before we
got out but I think the best portion of them might have got out that is, if they had
been stripped of everything but their ammunition aud arms. They could not have
carried anything with them. There was not any doubt in the world, from what I
saw in going out, that we were completely surrounded. They attacked us at several points, and I think it was owing to the surprise we made on them that we
got through so well.
;

;

By

General

Question.

White

:

Ho you

cient rapidity to

think infantry could have been marched with
have gone through as you did ?

Answer. I think the best portion of them could
out.

;

suffi-

some, no doubt, would have given

:

ClTAP.
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Question.

At what

rate did

771

you march

in crossing the pontoon bridge, we had to cross by file, which threw
the colnmn just double its length, and for some distance we had to ride in a lope, and
in a fast run some time before we came up. After we got into column, as is always
the case with cavalry, the rear guard would be running one moment and at a halt the
next moment, owing to the irregularity of the right of the column but I do not think
the right of that column, judging from what I saw, was out of walk much of the time.
Sometimes I would have to stop for some time, and then at other times again I would
bo in a run.

Answer. At

first,

;

Question.

What do you

Answer. Well,

sir,

think about taking artillery along

with an addition of horses we might have taken

^

artillery.

Question. How long that night would it have taken to have got over
the bridge all the troops there, cavalry, artillery, and infantry
Answer.

It

Question.

would have taken some time,

Would

have taken

it

if

all

they did not move before

we

did.

night

Answer. If they had commenced at dark, they might have got their artillery and
infantry over before I got over. It was about 10.30 o’clock before I moved out of the
street.

Question. You think we might have
that time with the artillery we had
Answer.

I

think

Question.

go over

moved

10,000 or 12,000

Your men,

2,000 of

them mounted, took

until 10 o’clock to

?

By

the

Court

Answer. They could

;

but there was a

:

Question. Could not a portion of
all

them have crossed the ford

have crossed the

?

ford, all the cavalry.

Would it not have expedited the movement very much
them had crossed the ford

Question.
of

in

so.

Answer. They commenced to cross a little after 9 o’clock, I think
great deal of unnecessary delay in crossing that cavalry.

some

men

if

Answer. I do not think it would but I know one thing, that it took that cavalry
longer to cross than it would have taken four times that amount of infantry.
;

Question. Could or not both cavalry and infantry have been crossing
and at the ford at the same time ?

at the bridge
Answer. Yes,

sir

;

Lieut. Adam
ined as follows

By

the river was very shoal then.

Carnes,

called

by Colonel Ford, and sworn and exam-

Mr. Johnston:
What is your position in the service?

Question.
Answer.
I

was a

I

have been a lieutenant since the

1st

day of September; before that time

scout.

Question. In what regiment are you a lieutenant
AnsAver. I

am

Question. WYre you on
prior to its evacuation ?
Answer. Yes,
(Question.

Maryland Heights

for a

few days immediately

sir.

Were you

Answer. Yes,

?

second lieutenant in the Thirty-second Ohio.

sir.

present during the fight on the heights?

—
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Question. Did you have an interview with Colonel Sherrill and Major
Hewitt shortly before the evacuation of the heights ?
Answer. I went after Colonel Sherrill between 9 and 10 o’clock, J should judge, at
I had difficulty in finding him, for it was very dark, and I dare not speak. The
enemy and our folks were lying within 100 yards of each other. I found him, and
fetched him hack to Major Hewitt at the lookout, a high point of the mountain,
whore there was a pen huilt up, probably 15 feet high, where we could go up on it,
and see into both valleys. I was consulted by them, and they came to the conclu-

night.

sion

By Mr. Joliffe

:

Question. State the words which passed
the other said.

;

what one

said,

and what

Answer. I will do that as near as I can. Major Hewitt thought about two regiments, and Colouel Sherrill thought about one regiment would do.
Says Major
Hewitt, “ There are men to spare down in the valley, and we haven’t got three regiments.” Ho was putting it down on a paper, to send it by an orderly down to Colonel
Ford. They came to the conclusion that they would send for three regiments and
two mountain howitzers, to start as soon as the moon rose, and to be there by daylight
in vthe morning, so that we could operate them.
We concluded that if we could not
operate by that time, the enemy had been there time enough to be prepared, and they
would have that advantage of us. He quit writing, and concluded he would go down
and see Colouel Ford himself.

By

Mr. Johnston

Question.

Who

:

would go down

Answer. Major Hewitt. The colonel of the One hundred and twenty-sixth sent him
down. He returned between 12 and 1 o’clock in the morning, I should judge prob;

ably

1 o’clock.

Question.

What

did he say upon his return

f

Answer. He said Colonel Miles told him he would send a force there as soon after
sun-up as convenient. At 9.30 o’clock in the morning we got three companies.

By

Mr. Joliffe

:

Question. Kot three regiments

?

probably was Colonel Downey.

Answer. No,

sir

Question.

Had you with these three companies a sufficient force to hold

;

three companies.

Maryland Heights ?
Answer. Let me go back

I think that

a httle and state the case. They commenced firing on us
had skirmishing on Friday, but it didn’t
early in the morning on Saturday.
amount to a»great deal. The general attack was not made until Saturday morning,
and then not generally until about 9 o’clock. It commenced firing and skirmishing.
They then formed a solid column across the mountain. I supposed they had a flank
out at the time, but I didn’t know it; but before the firing was over I went on the
lookout, probably not to exceed every twenty minutes, and cculdsee every movement
made in each valley toward a flank. I reported that to Major Hewitt, and Major
Hewitt to the colonel of the One hundred and twenty-sixth. That is the way we arhad the One hundred and twenty-sixth Regiment, three
ranged the matter there.
companies, I think, of the Third Maryland Regiment, and I don’t remember how many
companies of our regiment probably two or three. There were other companies of
our regiment guarding other places on the mountain ; easy places to ascend the
mountain. After the first fire we hadn’t, I don’t think, at any time more than 350 or
400 fighting men on the mountain, because they ran, and it was an impossibility to
get them back. A man couldn’t do it, and we hadn’t any other power.

We

We
;

By

the

Court

:

To what regiment did the men belong who ran?
The One hundred and twenty-sixth New York. There was one company

Question.
Answer.

of the One hundred and twenty-sixth that did very well
of new troops.

Question.

Who

Answer. I can’t

;

as well as could be expected

was the captain of that company ?

tell

;

but

it

was Company

F.

—
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By the Judge-Advocate
Question. Did you observe particularly Major Baird’s bearing on the
:

field ?

Answer. The major of the One hundred and twenty-sixth ?

Question. Yes,

sir.

Answer. I did.

What was

Question.
Answer.

It

it?

was not very good.

Question.

Was

Answer. Well,

it

it

very bad

was about

Question. Did he

as

?

bad

as a

man

of his standing could be.

fly ?

Answer. Every chance he could get. His own colonel and our major and all persuaded him to get him back. His excuse was that he was after his men to get them
back. My opinion was that he was trying to get away himself.

By

the

Question.

Court

Did you

:

see

him attempting

to rally his

men ?

Answer. No, sir; I saw him attempting to get away himself on several occasions,
and saw him ordered back.

By the Judge-Advocate
Question. You think that, with the exception of that single comiiany,
the conduct of the One hundred and twenty-sixth Eegiment was bad?
:

sir; a few men of each company besides, perhaps, remained there.
colonel was a good man right at his place as long as he was there. . There was
no better man. He was wounded.

Answer. Yes,

The

;

By

Mr. Joliffe

:

Question. After the One hundred and twenty-sixth Eegiment ran,
could Maryland Heights have been held with the force that was left?
have been held if they had staid, with the force that
thrown up, unbeknown to them, in the night, or in
the evening rather, a fortification that is all that checked them. Wo held that place
probably a half an hour, probably an hour, by getting back of it I don’t think they
knew it was there; they might have known it, but I don’t think they knew it until
they came on it. The top of the mountain there where wo threw that ui):was narrow.
If it hadn’t been for that, I don’t suppose any of the One hundred and twenty-sixtb,
only Company F, would have staid. That captain was the only rallying officer the
One hundred and twenty-sixth had that staid on the ground.
Answer. No,

sir; it couldn’t

was coming against

us.

We had

;

;

By

the

Court

:

Question. Did you see Lieutenant Barras on the mountain at any
time, the adjutant of the One hundred and twenty-sixth?
Answer. Yes,

Question.

sir.

How

did he behave ?

saw him frequently. Ho went down off the mountain once, but he rotmiied. Well, I have seen men do worse, and I have seen men do better; I couldn’t
giv(i you his acts jmst as they were.
If ho had had a good major, he would probably
Answer.

I

have been a good adjutant.

By

Mr. Johnston

Question.

:

Where were you

driven by the force of the enemy there?

—

Answer. When you get back to the lookout that is the highest point there is
after you leave it about 50 yards, you come to an offset slight.
You go on probably
300 or 400 yards tolerably level until you come to another point. We held that point.

—
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%

was near the middle

of the day, or

Question. AVhat would have been the result if you had remained
there tAVO hours ?
Answer. The result would have been that we would
X)aroh}d x^risoners ; x’robably not so many, I 8ux)X>ose.

You would

Question.

Answer. Yes,
mountain.

sir

;

haA^e

we were

have been just as we are now,

been flanked

llanked, right

and

left

both

;

on each side of the

Testimony in this case closed.
General White submitted a written statement in relation to the surrender of Harxier^s Ferry, which he read, and asked to haA^e placed upon
the record hereto appended.
Mr. JoLiFEE, on the part of Colonel Ford, asked for time in which to
examine the evidence and prepare a brief on behalf of Colonel Ford.
After some discussion, the Commission proceeded to deliberate Avith
closed doors.

Subsequently the Commission adjourned to 11

a.

m. on Saturday

next.

APPENDIX.

Washington,

General

:

%

October 22, 18G2.

I haA^e the honor to submit the following propositions for
the consideration of the special military commission aTipointed to inA'cstigate the circumstances attending the surrender of HarjjeFs Ferry,
in September last, and respectfully request that they be made a part of
the record in the case. The evidence adduced establishes, I believe,
the following points, atz
That, on being threatened by an overwhelming force of the enemy,
and in accordance Avith instructions, I marched my command from Marti nsburg into Harper’s Ferry, on the 12th day of September, in good
order.
That, at the time of my arrival, the x)OSt of Harper’s Ferry was partially, and on the next day wholly, invested by the enemy, in a force
Amriously stated at 40,000 to 70,000 of all arms, the truth being x)robably a medium between the extreme figures, Avith at least the full complement of artillery ordinarily connected with such a force.
That Col. H. S. Miles, TJ. S. Army, had been specially designated by
the General-in-Chief, if not in exxiress terms at least by imxflication, as
the commandant at Harper’s Ferry (see ilispatch of Major-General Halleck to Colonel Miles*, dated Sexitember 7) that this designation had
been further confirmed by the order of Major-General Wool, issued on
September 4, directing me, being then at Harper’s Ferry, to rejiair to
Martinsburg and take command at that i>ost, thus leaving Colonel Miles
in command at Harper’s Ferry; and that, under such clearly exx)res8ed
evidences that the authorities, confiding in the iiatriotism and ability
of Colonel Miles, intended that he should retain the command, I could
not have legally superseded him.
That if I could legally haA^e dis])laced Colonel Miles, it AAmuld liaA^e
been not only in contravention of the intentions of the xiroper authority,
but unjust to him, and, to all appearances, subversive of the publi(i.
:

;
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inasmuch as his mature years, his military education, long
exjierience as an officer of the army, his familiarity with the topography
of Harper’s Eerrj" and its vicinity, knowledge of the forces present and
of the subsistence and ordnance stores on hand, and having placed the
trooi)s and guns according to the plan of defense which his judgment
had dictated as the best, warranted the confidence reposed in him by
the General-in-Chief, entitled him to the credit of whatever there might
occur, in the defense of the place, of a meritorious character, and made
him responsible for the proper execution of the trust confided to his
liands.
Had I exercised the prerogative which superior rank conferred,
disregarding these important considerations, I should justly have been
held responsible for whatever disaster subsequently befell the garrison
and post of Harper’s Ferry.
That, notwithstanding I declined to assume the command, I did not
efibrts
seek to avoid my proper duty in the field, but was diligent in
to defend the position, consulted with and advised Colonel Miles according to the best of my judgment, recommending economy of ammunilion and subsistence stores, advised sending the cavalry away, made
other suggestions, some of which were adopted and others rejected,
duty, during the enwas personally present and in the discharge of
gagements in the front on the 14th and 15th of September, and, generally,
during the siege manifested an interest in the public service such as the
commission I hold requires. (See the evidence of all the witnesses examined on this point, especially that of the brigade and regimental commanders, officers of batteries, the officers of Colonel Miles’ staff, and
that of Lieutenant-Colonel Davis, who led the cavalrj^ out.)
Tliat, prior to notifying Colonel Miles that I should not assume the
command, I consulted with him as to his plan of defense, and suggested
iuterests,

my

my

that Maryland Heights, from its commanding elevation and the heavy
battery established there, was the key to the whole position ; that it
afforded the only feasible route for the escape of the command should
evacuation become necessary, and ought to be held at all hazards, even
if the entire force at his disposal should be required for its defense
that
;
Colonel Miles concurred in these views, and gave me to understand
they would be executed by him. (See evidence of Captain Curtis on
this point.)

That the subsequent evacuation of Maryland Heights was wholly withmy knowledge until some hours after its occurrence, being then on
duty at the extreme left of the line on Bolivar Heights, and in no way
connected with or responsible for that event, whether the same was
justifiable or not.
(See evidence of Captain Curtis and Thomas Noakes
and Captain Mallory.)
That the evacuation of Maryland Heights was virtually the surrender
of Harper’s Ferry but that thereafter there were two severe engagements with the enemy, the latter terminating only when the artillery
amiriunition had been expended, except canister shot, the enemy at that
lime commanding the entire field, from nine batteries, to whose fire no
response whatever could be made.
That the exceeding weakness of our line of defense, viz, seven regiments deployed upon a line over a mile in length, with no reserves,
most of the troops raw recruits, and no possibility existing of forming a
out

;

—

better line at that time, the surrender was justifiable indeed, a necesthe coinparativ^ely small number of killed and wounded having no
bcjn ing upon the question, inasmuch as many lives had been saved by
keeping the troops under cover.
That further resistance would have been attended with great loss of life

sity

—
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without a reasonable hope of resisting even for a half hour the assault
which the enemy were then advancing to make. (See evidence of all
witnesses examined on this point.)
That the surrender was proposed by Colonel Miles that, on my recommendation, his brigade commanders were called together x)rior to
deciding a question of such grave importance that the opinion of the
council of war was unanimous that further resistance was not only
useless, but would be a criminal waste of life, and that surrender was
a duty.
That the post and garrison were not surrendered until after a bombardment of two days, nor until the ammunition with which to respond
to the enemy’s fire was entirely expended, and therefore was not iguominous in its character, but a military misfortune, wholly unavoidable
(See evidence of Colonels
after the evacuation of Maryland Heights.
Trimble andD’Utassy, Willard, Sammon, Segoine, battery caxfiains, &c.,
Captain Curtis, Major McJlvaine, and others.)
That the escape of the command from Harper’s Ferry was imi)racSome witticable, certainly after the evacuation of Maryland Heights.
nesses have thought it feasible, but with one exception these witnesses
were wholly ignorant of the road and country over which, if at all, the
escape could have been made while the officer who headed the cavalry
which escaped, the guide who conducted it, as well as many iirominent
It would have conofficers of the garrison express a contrary opinion.
sumed the entire night to have crossed the Potomac, so that when daylight appeared we should have been in full view of the enemy the
troops were inexperienced, and, under such circumstances, a retreat
would doubtless have become a rout. One witness (Major Eussell), who
escaped with a few of his command on Saturday night, who is perfectly
familiar with the country and with the position of the enemy, stated
that it would have been much easier for General Franklin’s corps to
have fought their way into Harper’s Ferry in time for the relief of the
post than for the garrison to have cut their way out but if escape had
been possible, it has been shown that Colonel Miles refused always to
entertain such a proposition, clinging to the hope of relief from General
j

;

;

;

j

McClellan’s forces, and referring invariably to his orders eommanding
to hold the post to the last extremity, which he considered impera(See evidence of Colonel
tive and refused to violate by a retreat.
D’Utassy, Colonel Cameron, Lieutenant-Colonel Davis, MajorMcIlvaine,
Thomas Noakes.)
The evidence further shows that whatever errors I committed, if any,
were not the result of pusillanimity, but of respect for the authorities
who placed Colonel Miles in command and issued the orders under

him

which he was acting.
In conclusion, I further state that none of my friends have been asked
newspaper paragraphs exculpatory of my conduct, or to beI have come before this
speak official intervention in my behalf.
tribunal, I trust, as a soldier should, relying upon the facts for my
justification, with an abiding faith in the intelligence and justice of
to write

its

members.

The commission I have the honor to hold in the military service of
my country was given me for services rendered on the field. I hope it
will be found un soiled by improper conduct and in trustworthy hands.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JULIUS WHITE,
Brigadier-General U.

Maj. Gen. D.

Hunter,

President of the Commission.

S. Volunteers.
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The Commission met pursuant to adjournment.*

The Commission resumed the investigation in relation to the evacuaMaryland Heights and the surrender of Harper’s Ferry.

tion of

Mr. Joliffe, as the representative of Colonel Ford, submitted a written statement in relation to the evacuation of Maryland Heights, which
was read and ordered to be made part of the record (hereto appended).
The Commission then proceeded to deliberate in secret session.
Subsequently the Commission adjourned to 11 a. m. to-morrow.

APPENDIX.
I.

IT. S. Volunteers ; Maj. Gen. G. Cadwalader,
Volunteers; Brig. Gen. C. C. Augur, U. S. Volunteers; Capt.
Bonn Piatt, assistant adjutant-general Volunteers; Capt. F. Ball,
jr., aide-de-camp, commissioners ^^for the investigation of circumstances attending the late evacuation of Maryland Heights^ under the
command of Colonel Ford, and the subsequent surrender of Harper’s
Ferry by Colonel Miles, then in command.”

To Maj. Gen. D. Hunter,
U.

S.

In submitting to the Commission the views which we now have the
honor to present to you, we will confine ourselves to the first part of
this investigation, namely, that ^‘of the circumstances attending the
late evacuation of Maryland Heights under the command of Colonel
Ford.”
II. Colonel Ford was not consulted on the subject of the surrender of
Harper’s Ferry, and we believe that no efibrt has been made or will be
made to connect him with that surrender, except so far as his conduct
as commander of Maryland Heights may be supposed to have tended to
produce that result.
III. As dates are material in this investigation, we ask your attention to them at the outset.
1. Colonel Ford arrived at Harper’s Ferry, with his command, in the
evening of the 3d day of September, 1862, and on the 5th day he was
ordered by Colonel Miles, his superior officer, to the command of the
defenses of Maryland Heights, and, promptly, with his forces, went up
to tbe place assigned him.
2. Early in the morning of Saturday, the 6th day of September,
Colonel Ford began to examine his position
and on that day, after a
fall examination of it, he reported in person to Colonel Miles, and told
him what he needed to make that place defensible.
3. On the Saturday next thereafter, viz, of September 13, 1862,
Colonel Ford evacuated Maryland Heights, having been upon them but
one week.
IV. As the exact condition of the defenses of Maryland Heights at
the time when Colonel Ford took the command of them is not only material, but absolutely essential to a full and clear knowledge of his conduct, we will endeavor to state that condition with as much accuracy
and precision as possible; but in doing so we will not encumber this
brief with a topographical description of the place, as that has already
been done and a map of it is before you.
Captain Powell states that, for the successful defense of Maryland
;

It

met and adjourned on the 25th without the transaction of other

business.

:
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Heights, there should have heeu three guns at Solomon’s Gap and four
other guns on the heights, and 3,000 men would have been absolutely
necessary in order to defend them. That fortifications were necessary
at
and that it would have taken two weeks, with a force of 1,000
men, to prepare the necessary defenses. This testimony is not contradicted or disputed by any witness, and Captain Powell is the only eugiueer who has been examined in this case. But the actual condition
of these heights was very different indeed from that, as is clear from the
evidence
1st. There was, on the southeastern slope of the hill and about halfway up the hill, a battery of two siege and three 12-pounder guns, which
were placed in that position for the defense of Harper’s Ferry and not
for the defense of Maryland Heights, except only against attacks that
might be made by an enemy approaching those heights either from
Harper’s Ferry or from the southwestern side of those heights. The
battery was of no value whatever to defend Maryland Heights against
an advance by the enemy approaching from the north or northeast or
northwest, or from all of those points, because but one of its guns could
be brought to bear upon the enemy coming from those directions, as the
whole hill was between the battery and the enemy approaching from
those quarters. There were, with the exception of this battery, no artificial defenses upon the hill.
It was covered with timber, and in all
other respects in its natural condition. By the judgment of military
gentlemen who have been examined upon the subject, Solomon’s Gap
was the key to Maryland Heights in an attack from the north, northeast, or northwest and there was not at that place or near it, at the
time Colonel Ford took the command, a single piece of artillery or a
breastwork, or any other artificial defense.
On the 10th or 11th of September, two Parrott guns were sent to him,
Avhich were placed by order of Colonel Miles at the battery. Colonel
Ford took with him, upon Maryland Heights, a battery of six guns, under
the immediate command of Captain Potts, which battery had always been
with and belonged to his regiment (Thirty-second Ohio Yolunteers); but
on the 5th day of September, the same evening that it was taken up.
Colonel Miles ordered that battery over to Harper’s Ferry, and it was, in
obedience to that order, sent over to Harper’s Ferry on the same day
that the order was received, September 5, 1862, and never was brought
back again.
Colonel Ford took up with him, on the 5th of September, the Thirtysecond Ohio Eegiment, about 400 or 500 men (infantry). There were on
the heights, when he went up, three companies of the Potomac Home Brigade, numbering about 200 men (infantry), and the artillery of McGrath’s
battery, the same guns already mentioned (and which were afterward
re-enforced by the two Parrott guns), and about 100 men with these guns
and battery; two companies of cavalry, numbering about 75 men,
under the command of Major Bussell, and some cavalry, about 150 or
200, which were ordered down on Friday morning, September 12, by
Colonel Miles, and went, pursuant to Colonel Miles’ order, to Harper’s
Ferry, leaving him about 075 men.
On Friday morning, about daylight, he was re-enforced by 260 Garibaldi Guards, in six companies, under the command of Major Hildebraudt,aiid on Friday evening, September 12, he was further re-enforced
by eight companies of the One hundred and twenty-sixth Hew YorkBegiment. Volunteer Militia, commanded by Colonel Sherrill, numbering probably 600 or 700 men. On Satiirdajq at 12 o’clock. Colonel Miles brought
up, in person, five or six companies of Colonel Sammon’s regiment, One
,

.

;
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buudred and fifteeutli New York, and placed them, himself, in a position
to jG^nard McGrath’s battery. These companies were not on the top of the
hill at any time.
Colonel Ford made every ehbrt in his power to obtain
re-enforcements and other means of defense ; he sent written requests to
Colonel Miles for axes, spades, and other intrenching implements, and
for artillery ; he sent verbal requests for the same by his officers, and
went in person to Colonel Miles, and importuned Colonel Miles whenever
he met with him, which he often did, for these things, so greatly as to
IStill, Colonel
excite expressions from him that implied his displeasure.
Ford persevered in these requests from the time he took the command
of these heights down almost to the hour when he gave the order to evacuate them. He got ten axes, two Parrott guns at the battery, and no
more intrenching tools or artillery. He received the re-enforcements
already mentioned, and no more. Whether Colonel Miles did right or
wrong in not complying with these requests, it is no part of our duty here
1o inquire into.
It is enough for us to show that Colonel Ford did all
that he could do to obtain such aids, and could not, and did not, obtain
them ; and to show further that without these means of defense furnished in due time he could not hold his position against the forces of
the enemy.
V. As a general statement, the orders he received were to hold Maryland Heights as long as he could do so, and, if he should be overpowered
by su])erior force, to spike the guns and throw them down the hill, so
that they could not be used by the enemy against Harper’s Ferry, and
to retreat in good order.
One alleged order is disputed; one witness.
Lieutenant Binney, states that an order was sent by Colonel Miles,
directed to Colonel Ford, to hold Maryland Heights “till the cows’ tails
dropped off,” and that it was receipted for on the envelope in which it
was sent. Colonel Ford denies that he ever received any such order.
No person is named by whom that order is alleged to have been sent;
no person has testified that he delivered any such order to Colonel Ford.
The enveloi)e, on which it is alleged a receipt was written, is not produced
or accounted for. But the order-book is in evidence, and there is there
that which purports to be a full copy of that order. Now, if it was
copied from the original, and it purports to be so as much as all the
other orders in the book, then the copy must have been made by some
person who had that original order lying before him ; and, after that, it
must have been sent away, because no one claims to have seen it after
it was sent, as is alleged, to Colonel Ford.
The order is dated September 13, and the book itself upon its face shows indisputably that
that one order of September 13 and three general orders of September 14(?) were copied before the disputed order was placed in the
book. This is a matter that certainly requires explanation, and there
is no explanation attemiited
no one wfitness states the name of the
])erson who made this copy, or in whose handwriting it is; it is at the
top of the right page of the book, so that the person who did so, if he
l)laced it there before the coi)ies of orders of the 14th were made, could
not but have seen that he was leaving a page in blank. It is not like
the accidental turning of two leaves. This shows, and in our judgment
(ionclusively, that this paper never came from Colonel Miles, and that
no such order was issued by him on the 13th day of September, 1802,.
because, if it had been issued and copied into the order-book on that
day, it would necessarily have preceded the orders that were issued
and copied on the 14th (lay of Seiitember. It must have been placed
upon the order-book by some person who had access to that book ; who
had the opportunity to put it there. The handwriting resembles that
;
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which other copies are entered. It is either the same handwriting,
or the handwriting of a person who has endeavored to imitate as
closely as possible the handwriting of the preceding entries. If it is
the same, then Lieutenant Binney knows whose it is. If it is not the
same, then it is a forgery 5 and no man would forge such an order if
there were in fact a genuine order the same in substance. Lieutenant
Binney swears positively that he does not know who juit this matter
upon the order-book. It was his duty to state the name to you if he
knew it and to state, further, his opinion of the handwriting. But it
must have been placed there by some person of the military family of
Colonel Miles no others had access to the books and Lieutenant Binney knows all those persons, and is acquainted with the handwriting
of all who acted as clerks to Colonel Miles while he and they vere with
Colonel Miles at Harper’s Ferry.
But, further. Lieutenant Binney published what he informed the public was an order from Colonel Miles.
He did not state to the public in
his card that he published the alleged order from memory merely. The
public were caused to believe by him that he copied that order. But
now aod here he testifies that he did not copy it, but wrote it only from
memory. The alleged order published is, according to our recollection
of it, exactly the same as that upon this book. This identifies the person.
Lieutenant Binney wrote both. He denies, upon his oath, all
knowledge of how this matter came upon this order-book. It is, then,
a mere forgery.
But, further, the alleged copy has upon its face evidence that it never came from Colonel Miles. The words till the cows’
tails drop oft,’^ are not such as would have been emi^loyed by an old man,
as Colonel Miles was. They are such as only a young man, and quite a
young man, would have used. They are the offspring of youthful levity.
The taste is not that of Colonel Miles. That he was a man of correct taste
the previous orders in the book show not one of them, so far as we
have seen them, shows any mark of liad taste or vulgarity all are
written as a gentleman would write them. But there is still further and
more conclusive evidence that this alleged order did not come from
Colonel Miles. He knew the position of Colonel Ford, and knew also
that the cannon at Camp Hill did not and could not defend the position
of Colonel Ford at all points.” The position of Colonel Ford was the
whole defense of Maryland Heights, and the guns at Camp Hill defended only so much of it as was within their range. The whole place
where the attack was made upon Colonel Ford’s position was behind
the hill from the side on which these guns were they could not have
been brought to bear upon the enemy until after the forces of Colonel
Ford had retreated and were below the battery commanded by McGrath,
and then they would have been nearly useless. But, further, we assert
that not only was no such order given, but, on the contrary thereof, that
Colonel Miles did order Colonel Ford to vacate the heights. I^ow let
us see where is the weight of the evidence on which side is the proof.
1. Mr. NToakes states that Colonel Ford rode up to an officer in his presence and said to that officer, I have vacated Maryland Heights, according to the order I have just received.” This was while Colonel Miles
was within half a mile of Colonel Ford, alive and in good health. The
same witness testifies that when he suggested (at General White’s request) to Colonel Miles the propriety of trying to take possession of
in

5

;

;

;

;

;

—

replied, “Poh! Poh I cannot hold Maryland
Heights. I have just informed him to evacuate them.”
2. Colonel Maulsby states that Colonel Miles ordered him to destroy
the pontoon bridge after the retreating column should have crossed

Loudoun Heights, he

!

CnAP.

XXXI.

J

THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN.

781

upon it, and said to him, ^*Iaui afraid Colonel Ford lias abandoned
Maryland Heights most too soon,” words which, briefly, are orders from
him to Colonel Ford to abandon them, but that it was done sooner than
he expected.
3. Lieutenant Binney himself testifies Colonel Miles said the running
of the troops would eventually cause the evacuation of the heights. He
said to Ford, if forced by overwhelming numbers to leave the position,
not to do so without spiking the heavy guns.
The circumstances stated by Colonel Cameron are not consistent with
the giving of any such order at the time it is alleged to have been given.
He was ordered to have his regiment in readiness to go over to support
Colonel Ford. He obeyed the order, and about 1 o’clock Colonel Miles
countermanded it, and said the troops would not be needed over there.
Why would they not be needed ? The enemy was still there. The only
reasonable solution is that he had given an order to Colonel Ford to
spike the guns and retreat ; because in any other contingency they were
greatly needed by Colonel Ford.
4. Captain McGrath heard Colonel Ford read an order from Colonel
Miles to vacate. Miles told McGrath if comiielled to leave, to spike the
guns 5 states that Colonel Ford regularly examined the orderly who
brought the order, respecting the time he was bringing it. Colonel
Ford was on horseback and McGrath standing by him with his hand
on his thigh while he read the order to him, and consulted with him

about it.
5. Mrs. Elizabeth Brown heard a conversation between Miles and
Ford near 12 o’clock on Saturday 5 the men were ordered to leave the
room. She heard Colonel Miles tell Colonel Ford that his men would
have to fall back to the Ferry they could not hold the heights the
;

5

thing was impossible the rebel force was too strong. When she got
down stairs Colonel Miles was at the door.
Lieutenant Binney swears that his statements do not, in substance,
difler from those of Mrs. Brown.
The conduct of Colonels Miles and Ford are altogether inconsistent
with any such order. Colonel Miles met Colonel Ford at the pontoon
bridge. Hid he charge him with disobeying his orders
No. Did he
put him promptly under arrest % No 5 he never gave any such order.
Did he reason or expostulate with him, or ask any explanation of his
conduct ? No. The witnesses all state, who saw them, that they walked
along in cheerful, pleasant conversation. It was not until Monday that
Harper’s Ferry was surrendered and during all that time, from Saturday till Monday, not one witness states that Colonel Miles made any
harsh remark about Colonel Ford or his conduct. The testimony of the
chaplain, who gives you the words of Colonel Miles, but not one word
at the very moment, when, if he had given no such order to evacuate,
that implied that he had not done so
It all is proved in the fact
that this order had to be obeyed sooner than he expected it to be. It
was the duty of Colonel Miles to have immediately ordered Colonel
Ford under arrest, if he believed that he evacuated Maryland Heights
contrary to his orders. He was in good health, in the full exercise of
all his faculties, and well knew what his duty was.
That no such order
was even talked of to any man by Colonel Miles is abundant proof that
he knew Colonel Ford had not subjected himself to arrest. His conduct can be explained upon no other theory.
Let us now turn to the conduct of Colonel Ford. He told Captain
McGrath that he had an order from Colonel Miles to evacuate read
the order to him ; knew Colonel Miles’ handwriting. Now, it was either
;

5
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If be bad no sucb order, then the paper tliat be was
reading to McGratb was a forgery of the order of bis superior officer,
wbo was alive and well, and witbin 2 or 3 miles of biin. He rode ip)
to an officer and told bim be bad left Maryland Heights in obedience to
an order be bad received. He bad or bad not received sucb order. If
be received no such order, be was guilty of willful falsehood. After that,
lie was inquiring for Colonel Miles, and soon afterward found Colonel
Miles, and then they went on together in pleasant conversation.
Take, now, all this testimony, not singly, but all together; the position
of the entry on the order-book the testimony of Noakes, Manlsby^ McGratb, and Brown the conduct of Colonel Miles and of Colonel Ford,
and yon must discredit a volume of evidence before you can reach the
conclusion that the order referred to was ever received by Colonel Ford.
Indeed, it would seem to be doubtful whether sucb order was ever issued
by Colonel Miles but that is a matter in which we have no interest, as,
unless received by Colonel Ford, be is not responsible for disobedience
He evacuated Maryland Heights
to it. This relieves Colonel Ford.
under the order of bis commanding officer. This obedience to that order
was an act of official duty on bis part. He was bound to obey it. He
did obey it, and that ends the inquiry as to him. But if any member
of the Commission shall entertain a different opinion, then I respectfully
submit that Colonel Ford should have evacuated Maryland Heights at
the time be did so; that be did right in ordering the guns to be spiked
and the men to go over to Harper’s Ferry. In other words, that there
was a military necessity for the evacuation, and if he had had no superior officer to command him he should have evacuated the heights as
soon as be did so. To determine the matter, we njust see, as exactly as
possible, the condition of his command and of his position at the time
be did give the order to spike the guns and to fall back upon Harper’s
Ferry. What was that condition ^
The enemy had already marched through the defile of Solomon’s Gap,
and were in three columns, one in front, one on each wing, with artillery
and infantry. The [strength] of the enemy is variously estimated from
25,000 down to 12,000. Colonel Ford’s cavalry had been shelled out of
Solomon’s Gap on Thursday night. Colonel Ford had no mortar, not a
single piece of artillery, to oppose them, and they were pressing on with
both infantry and artillery. The One hundred and twenty-sixth N^ew
York Begirnent had fled; were rallied as well as they could be, and Colonel Sherrill was wounded they fled again, leaving to Colonel Ford only
about 300 or 400 men, infantry and dismounted cavalry, armed with carbines.
The enemy was approaching on both flanks and from the center,
from 25,000 down to 12,000 men, with fifteen pieces of artillery at least.
Could these 300, or 400, or 600, or, if you please, 1,000 men withstand
the enemy even upon the lowest estimate of their numbers, 12,000 men,
armed as they were with artillery, and the means of shelling our troops !
Could Colonel Ford have any reason whatever to hope for success
in such a conflict ! His troops had already been driven back to the
breastwork of logs, and from that point back to a depression in the
hill, and from that point back still farther to another depression, below
which were the guns. He was strictly ordered to spike the guns and
throw them down the hill, so that the enemy could not use them against
Harper’s Ferry. Another backward [movement], another repulse, only
was wanted, and the guns were lost. What was to be done ! The enemy
were his superiors, greatly so, both in arms and in numbers. He had
no special advantage of position; he was on a hill, so, too, were they, and
day’s delay and the guns were
they were coming up on both sides.

true or false.

;

;

;

.

;
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an hour’s delay and they were in increased danger. Why fight
men when he could have no hope of sue
Was it his duty ? Is it the duty of any officer to continue a concess ?
flict when he knows that the only result of his doing so will be to add
It was his duty to save the lives of his
to the number of the slain ?
men. Honor, conscience, patriotism, reason, religion, every obligation
that can bind man to man, and man to his God, required it at his hands.
Every officer who was on the hill and who is here as a witness has
stated that there was a military necessity for the evacuation at the time
Colonel Ford gave the order to do so. There are witnesses called by the
Government Major Hewitt, Major Steiner, Major Baird, Major Bussell,
Colonel Downey, Captain Brown, Captain Whittier, Captain Grafflin,
Lieutenant Carnes, Adjutant Pearce, and many others, all unite with one
lost;

and

saeritice the lives of his

—

voice in this declaration.
Colonel D’Utassy states that he was surprised when Colonel Ford left
Maryland Heights, and believes they could have been held longer; but
he is careful to add, “ If re-enforcements had been sent to Colonel Ford ”
that is, if he had been re-enforced in due time, for the arrival of fresh
troops, no matter how great their numbers and how complete their
equiinnents, after the time when they were too late to be of service,
would not have been re-enforcements in any proper sense of the word.
I take this only as a specimen of all the rest.
Every one is careful to
add that Colonel Ford must have been re-enforced in order to enable
him to hold the heights, and implies that he could not have held them
without such re-enforcements, so that the difference in opinion is only
apparent, and not real. Colonel Ford himself always said he could hold
the heights if he was properly re-enforced. But with all his efforts, after
having strained every nerve to obtain such re-enforcements, he could not
do so. The result was inevitable, and he knew it. All the officers knew
it.
The heights were abandoned. In addition to this, but one of these
officers who states that the heights could have been held longer was on
tlie hill or knew with any reasonable certainty the force that Colonel
Ford had to contend with. There was, then, a military necessity for
the evacuation of Maryland Heights at the time Colonel Ford ordered
;

it

to be

made.

The opinion of a commanding

officer, formed upon the field, with all
the facts fully before him, pressing upon his attention, calling for the
prompt exercise of his judgment and skill, should in all cases be respected, and will by this tribunal, and will there be treated with great,
deference and not lightly overruled. You cannot by all the evidence
you can obtain, have so full and so clear a view of all the circumstances
that surrounded Colonel Ford-at the time he gave the order as he had
at that time. That Mrs. Brown was there no one denies or doubts. It
was her house for the time being; her husband was in the battle, and
she was necessarily anxious, not to say curious, to know what was to be
the result. That there was a hole for the stove-pipe to pass through no
one doubts, and but a plank floor. She could then hear every word that
passed between Colonel Miles and Colonel Ford. Colonel Ford was
angry, paced up and down the room and swore that it was a shame.
He received the order, but did so with great dissatisfaction. Just as
Colonel Miles was leaving the house. Major Steiner met him at the

door.

Lieutenant Binney is asked whether he contradicts the lady, and
swears he does not, but swears that he agrees with her substantially in
lier

statement.
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Captain Powell lieard Colonel Miles state just after the evacuation,
was well; the next charge the enemy made they would have driven
our forces from the mountain and got possession of the siege guns, and
turned them upon us at Harper’s Ferry.”
The conduct of both Colonel Miles and Colonel Ford when they were
together shows that Colonel Miles had ordered Colonel Ford to evacuate
Maryland Heights. They met and were in friendly conversation just
as Colonel Ford came down and by the pontoon bridge. Colonel Sammon. Major Steiner, and Captain McGrath saw Colonel Miles and
Colonel Ford together shortly after the evacuation, and their relations
were evidently pleasant and friendly. Major Russell saw Colonel Ford at
Colonel Miles’ headquarters that evening, as late as 9 o’clock, in friendly
conversation. Mrs. Brown “ I heard Colonel Miles tell you (Colonel
Ford) that your men would have to fall back to the Ferry they could not
hold the heights the thing was impossible the rebel force was too
strong. You rose to your feet and swore you would be damned if you
could not hold it, provided he would send re-enforcements. He said he
had sent all he could spare.” This must have been a few minutes before
the remarks of Colonel Miles testified to by Major Steiner. It was at
the same place, and as Colonel Miles was leaving. The most truthful
testimony of a hundred witnesses, including Colonel Ford himself, and
all his officers, could not present it fully and clearly. After all had been
told that they could tell you, still, the half would have been left untold.
He acted, as all commanders must act, in view of the facts as they were
then presented to him. He did the best he could ; angels can do no
more.
Not one witness casts a shade of doubt or imputation upon the courage
and coolness and capacity, the patriotism or the honor, of Colonel Ford.
Not one man states that he did not make the best use he could of the
means he had at his command, and the very best disposition that could
be made of his forces. Not one witness testifies that he was ever absent
for a moment from his post of duty, or negligent or backward in the
discharge of his duty. He was always, at all times and in every place,
eager and anxious to discharge his whole duty to his country in his command. Not one witness doubts the clearness of his intellect and his
general ability as a commander of his regiment. Not one witness doubts,
in the. least, but that he was and is an honest, truthful, honorable, and
It

:

;

;

;

faithful officer. Where, then, is there room left for censure, or for anything else than praise ? He fought bravely and wisely and well, but

was overpowered by superior numbers with superior advantages, and,
under the order of his commanding officer from whom it should have
been given, he left a position that might have been made nearly impregnable if properly fortified and manned, but which was nearly defenseHe regrets that he was compelled to do so regrets the sad reless.
sults of his withdrawing from the heights and the discomfiture of his
He obeyed every
forces, but knows that he has done his whole duty.
order of his commanding officer promptly and fully. What duty did he
omit or neglect to discharge ? At what moment was he absent from his
X)ost ? At what time was he ever found remiss, or careless, or negligent,
or off his guard, or taken by surprise ? Never. He, therefore, claims it
as his right that this tribunal certify the Government that the evacuation of Maryland Heights was not caused or produced by any misconduct or omission of duty on his part that in the service assigned to him
he did faithfully and wisely and carefully and well his duty, and his
whole duty, and is now, as he always has been, a meritorious officer.
;

;

Defense

!

He

needs no defense.
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Our duties to our friend are now closed. It has not been the office
of advocates, but more nearly resembles that of a book-keeper, who
arranges the scattered items into one account and shows the balance.
have had first to arrange the evidence, and, that done, the justification of our friend is full and complete. And this high tribunal, the
highest that perhaps has ever met in the United States, and charged
with one of the most important inquiries that ever was committed to
any tribunal, will, we are sure, take great pleasure in certifying the
Government that Colonel Ford merits nothing but praise for his conduct as commander of Maryland Heights. The Government, we are sure,
when the facts shall be fully known to it, will cheerfully concur in that
opinion.
have the honor to be, with great respect,

We

We

October

JOHN JOLIFFE.
SANDEES W. JOHNSTON.
27, 1862.

'

##***##
Washington, D.

The Commission met pursuant

C., October 28, 1862.

to adjournment.

The Commission resumed the investigation in relation to the evacuation of Maryland Heights and the surrender of HarpeFs Ferry.
The judge-advocate read in evidence the. following telegram from
General McClellan to General Halleck
Frederick City, September 13—11

p.

m.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, General-in-Chief
An order of General R. E. Lee, addressed to General D. H. Hill, which has accidentally
come into my hands this evening, the authenticity of which is unquestionable, discloses some of the plans of the enemy, and shows most conclusively that the main
rebel army is now before us, including Longstreet, Jackson, the two Hills, McLaws,
Walker, and R. H. Anderson’s and Hood’s commands. That army was ordered to march
on the 10th, and to attack and capture our forces at Harper’s Ferry and Martinsbnrg
yesterday, by surrounding them with such a heavy force that they conceived it impossible they could escape. They were also ordered to take possession of the Baltimore
and Ohio Railroad afterward to concentrate at Boonsborough or Hagerstown. That
this was the plan of campaign on the 9th is confirmed by the fact that heavy firing
has been heard in the direction of Harper’s Ferry this afternoon, and the columns took
the roads specified in the order. It may, therefore, in my judgment, be regarded as
certain that this rebel army, which I have good reasons for believing amounts to 120,000
men or more, and know to be commanded by Lee in person, intended to attempt penetrating Pennsylvania. The ofificers told their friends here that they were going to
Harrisburg and Philadelphia.
My advance has pushed forward to-day and overtaken the enemy on the Middh*town and Harper’s Ferry roads, and several slight engagements have taken place, in
which our troops have driven the enemy from their position. A train of wagons,
about three-fourths of a mile long, was destroyed to-day by the rebels in their flight.
We took over 50 prisoners.
This army marches forward early to-morrow morning, and will make forced marches
to endeavor to relieve Colonel Miles ; but I fear, unless he makes a stout resistance,
we may bo too late.
A report came in this moment that Miles was attacked to-day, and repulsed the
enemy but I do not know what credit to attach to the statement. I shall do everything in my power to save Miles if he still holds out. Portions of Burnside’s and Franklin’s corps moved forward this evening. I have received your dispatch at 10 a. m. You
will x*erceive, from what I have stated, that there is but little probability of the enemy
being in much force south of the Potomac. I do not by any means wish to be understood as underrating the importance of holding Washington it is of great consequence ; but upon the success of this army the fate of the nation depends. It was
for this reason that I said everything else should be made subordinate to placing this
army in proper condition to meet the large rebel force in our front. Unless General
,*

;

;
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Lee has changed

liis plans, I expect a severe general engagement to-morrow.
I feel
confident that there is now no rebel force immediately threatening Washington or
Baltimore, but that I have the mass of their troops to contend with, and they outnumber me, when united.
GEO. B. McClellan,
Major-General.

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck, called by the Government, and sworn and
examined as follows

By

the

Judge-Advocate

:

Question. Will you state to the court at what time General McClellan
was ordered to advance and repel the enemy invading the State of Maryland; at what time he did actually advance; the average number of
miles marched by him per day in pursuit of the invading enemy, and if,
in your opinion. General McClellan should not have relieved and i)rotected Harper’s Ferry ?
'

Answer. I could not answer that question without referring to the record. I could
not trust my memory as to the date General McClellan left here or the dates at which
he arrived at different points ; I can do so by referring to the record.

Question. Will you do so, and transmit your answer in writing to this

Commission
Answer. I will

;

or I will appear here to-morrow

and give it verbally.

The Commission then proceeded
Subsequently the Commission

to deliberate with closed doors.
adjourned to 11 a. m. to-morrow.

****###
Washington, D.

The Commission met pursuant

C.,

October 29, 1862.

to adjournment.

The Commission resumed the investigation in relation to the evacua
tion of Maryland Heights and the surrender of Harper’s Ferry.
Maj. Gen. H.
ined as follows

By

the

W. Halleck,

recalled

Judge-Advocate

by the Government, and exam-

:

Question. [Propounded yesterday in writing.] Will you state to the
Commission at what time General McClellan was ordered to advance
and repel the enemy invading the State of Maryland; at what time he
did actually advance; the average number of miles marched by liim
per day in pursuit of the invading enemy, and if, in your opinion, General McClellan should not have relieved and protected Harper’s Ferry ?
Answer. [In writing.]

I

think General McClellan

left

Washington and established

his headquarters at Rockville on the 7th of September. He left here some time in the
afternoon or the night of the 7j;h ; whether he got to Rockville before midnight or
not, I cannot say. He had been directed some days before by the President to tak(i
the field against the enemy in Maryland. Most of his forces had preceded him, and
on the 8th were encamped near Rockville, at Poolesville, OffutPs Cross-Roads, and on
the road from Leesborongh to Brookville. Burnside’s forces moved along the latter
road on the morning of the 8th, and entered Frederick City, I think, on the afternoon
or night of the 12th. General McClellan established his headquarters tliere on the
morning of the 13th. The battle of South Mountain was fought on the lltli, and tliat
of Antietam on the 17th. A part of the army crossed the Monocacy below Frederick
City, and was reported on tlie 13th to be near Jefferson and Centreville, about 12

miles from Harper’s Ferry. The corps of Sumner and Franklin were within about
20 miles of Harper’s Ferry on the 12th. Tlie battle of South Mountain was fought on
the 14th, about 10 or 12 miles distant, and that of Antietam on. the 17th, about 12

:

:
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milBH distant from Harper’s Ferry, Tlie above distances are taken from the maps, and
the dates from telegrams and reports of scouts; they may not be absolutely correct.
The distance marched between the 8th and 14th, including the 8th, was different for
It is not easy to answer the latter
different corps, averaging about 6 miles per day.
part of the question of the Commission without a full knowledge of the position and
General McClellan has not made any report of his operations
forces of the enemy.
But, judging
in Maryland, nor have I seen any report of his subordinate officers.
from all the information I could obtain from scouts, spies, deserters, and prisoners of
war on all these matters, I am of opinion that it was possible for General McClellan
to have relieved and protected Harper’s Ferry, and that he should have done so.

By the Court
Question. Will you please state to the court who placed Colonel Miles
iu command at Harper^s Ferry, and if it was the intention of the Government that he should be the permanent commander there ^
:

He was in command there when I arrived here. I do not know who placed
command. He was under the general command of General Wool when I came
As
liere.
I suppose he was the commanding officer of the post, appointed as such.
to that I do not know.
Answer.

him

in

Question. Here is a telegram to Colonel Miles before General White
to Harper’s Ferry
Washington, D. C., September 7, 1862.

came

Colonel Miles, Harper's Ferry
Our army is in motion. It is important that Harper’s Ferry be held to the latest
moment. The Government has the utmost confidence in you, and is ready to give you
full credit for the defense it expects you to make.

H.

W. HALLECK,
General-in- Chief.

Was

it

intended by that that he should continue in

command there ?

concerned, there was no intention about it. It
officer of the post, and applied equally to
his successor, should he have one.
In respect to the numbers of the enemy, I would
say that there has been an examination of prisoners of war from every corps and regiment, prisoners captured up above here and also out at Manassas, at the different battles, and the statements made by those prisoners as to the numbers of the corps, or even
regiments, to which they belonged have all been put down. A very full examination
lias been made, sifting the testimony of a very large number of witnesses to that fact,
under the direction of General Banks, and the general average of the forces, taken
from these different sources and they differ very little is 97,000, total force under
Lee’s command. They were nol all in these battles ; that is, the whole force.

Answer. So far as the telegram

was a communication

to the

is

commanding

—

By

the

Question.

—

Judge-Advocate

What was

:

the force of General McClellan at that time

Answer. Over 90,000 in the

?

field.

Commission then proceeded to deliberate with closed doors.
Subsequently the Commission adjourned to 11 a. m. to-morrow.

Tlie

Washington, D.
The Commission met pursuant
*

*

*

to adjournment.
*
#
*

C., October 30, 1862.

^

#

The Commission resumed the investigation in relation to the evacuation of Maryland Heights, and the surrender of Harper’s Ferry.
Maj. Gen. John E. Wool, called by the Government, and sworn and
examined as follows
:

By

the Judge- Advocate

:

Question. Will you state what command you held during the late
events which resulted in the surrender of Harper’s Ferry ?

:
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had no immediate command of Harper’s Ferry at the time of its surcommand extended from the eastern shore of Maryland

I

render. Previous to that my
and Virginia to Wheeling.

At

Question.

command

wliat time did Harper^s Ferry cease to be a i)art of your

'?

Answer. About the 12th of September.

Question. Three days before the surrender?
Answer. Yes, sir I immediately answered that order, and wrote to General Halleck
that he or General McClellan could take all the trdops from the Relay House up to
Maxtinsburg, or even beyond that toMartinsburg, at all events. I stated the number
of troops at that time. When I Avrote that letter I did not know that General White
;

—

had

fallen

back or retreated, and joined Colonel Miles’ command which I had prehim to do in case he should be attacked by an overwhelming force.
;

viously directed

Question. Will you state to the Commission what measures, if any,
were taken under your directions, or were suggested by you, looking
to the preparation of Harper’s Ferry for defense against the enemy ?
Answer. I have orders here and telegrams from Colonel Miles and
them. They are as follows
Special Orders,
No. 7.

answers to

Headquarters Eighth Army Corps,

?

Baltimore, Md., June

i

*

my

-k

k

X

15, 1802,

*

k

if

IT. Col. Dixon S. Miles, Second TJ. S. Infantry, will, without delay, make a return to department headquai'ter.s at Baltimore of all th-e troops under liis command, givin<^ their station and all the information
necessary to a full understanding of the duties performed by them, together with any suggestions as to

the changes,

that, in his opinion, ho
of Major-General Wool:

<fcc.,

By command

may deem

advisable.

WM.

D.

WHIPPLE,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Special Orders,
No. 7.

Headquarters Eighth Army Corps,

\

•

3

k

k

k

Baltimore, Aid,, June
k

k

yr

15, 1862.
-K

HI. Colonel Miles will take measures to complete, without delay, the intrenchments commenced by
him at Camp Hill, near Harper’s Ferry. If tlio work cannot bo performed by the soldiers under his
command, he will employ contrabands for that purpose. He Avill immediately mouut two additional
guns in the intrenchments above named.
By command of Major-General Wool:

WM.

^

Special Orders,
No. 9.

D. WHIPPLE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Middle Department,

\

Baltimore, Aid., June

3

17, 1862.

I. Col. S. Graham, Fifth New York Artillery, will, without unnecessary delay, detail one of his best
companies to proceed to Harper’s Ferry and report to Col. D. S. Miles, Second U. S. Infantry, commanding at that place, for duty with the heavy batteries. Maj. James Bolger, quartermaster, U. S. Army,

will furnish the necessary transportation.

By command

of Major-General

Wool

WM.

D.

WHIPPLE,

Assistant Adjutant-General,

Headquarters Eighth Army Corps,
Special Orders, \
Baltimore, Md., June 18, 1862.
No. 10.
3
I. The Twenty-third Hcgiment Illinois Volunteers, with b.attery attached, under Colonel Mulligan,
en route for Annapolis, Md,, will halt at Harper’s Ferry until further orders. Colonel Mulligan will
report to Colonel Miles for duty.
By command of Major-General Wool:
WM. D. WHIPPLE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Special Orders,
No. 10.

?
3

Headquarters Eighth Army Corps.
Baltimore, Md., June

18, 1862.

The Twenty-second Ilegiment New York

State klilitia will march for Harper’s Ferry at 10 o’clock
Any baggage which cannot be taken, for want of time, can be forwarded after the
.a. m. to-morrow.
regiment. Upon arriving at Harper’s Ferry, the commanding oiticer of the regiment will report to
Col. D. S. Miles, commanding at that place, for duty. Maj. James I’clger, quartermaster, U. S. Army,
will furnish the necessary tr.ansportation.
By command of Major-General Wool
IT.

WM.

D.

WHIPPLE,

Assistant Adjutemt- General.

.
•

:

:

:
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Headquarters Eighth Army Corps,

?

Baltimore, Md., J^Mne20, 18G2.
New York State Militia (exclusive of Company A) will march to-day for
the arrival of the regiment at that place, the colonel will report to Col. 1). S.
Maj. James Belger,
Miles, commanding, for duty. All unnecessary baggage will be left behind.
quai termaster, U. S. Army, will provide the necessary transportation.
15 V command of Major-General Wool:
I.

Tho

5

Twolftli Regimeut

Upon

Harper’s Ferry.

WM.

D.

WHIPPLE,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Special Orders,
No. 57.

Baltimore, Md., August
*

*

VIII.

Headquarters Eighth Army Corps,

t

5

The troops

at Hagerstown, Williamsport,

8,

*

*

Ik

1862.
*

and Frederick, Md., are placed under command of

Col. Dixon S. Miles, commanding at Harper’s Ferry, Va. Captain Perkins, First Vermont Cavalry, is
relieved from duty at Hagerstown, and will proceed to join his regiment without delay.

By command

of Major-General

Wool

WM. D. WHIPPLE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

.Headquarters Eighth Army Corps,
Baltimore, Md., August

.

22, 1862.

Dixon S. Miles,
Commanding Railroad Brigade, Harper's Ferry, Ya.
Sir: The major-general commanding directs that you will

Col.

ascertain, without delay, the quantity of
ammunition in the hands of the troops, and if not supplied with at least 100 rounds per man, to cause
immediate requisition to be made for sufficient to furnish them with that quantity. The utmost vigilance and activity in the protection of the railroad is expected from all the troops stationed along it for
its

defense.

Very

respectfully,

your obedient servant,

WM. D. WHIPPLE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Baltimore, August

24, 1862.

Colonel Miles, Harper's Ferry

You

no regiment without an order from these headquarters.

will relieve

JOHN

E. WOOL,
Major-General.
\

Headquarters Eighth Army Corps,
Baltimore, August

Dixon

24, 1862.

Miles, Harper's Ferry
will inform me by return mail to what regiment the cavalry captured by the enemy
belonged. It appears to me that these men are wholly unworthy of trust, as they were taken while at
dinner. I hope you will be careful in your selection of men sent out on picket. In all such cases you
ought to select an officer in whom you have full confidence, and with instructions to guard against
surprise. I will send, in a day or two, a regiment of cavalry in which you can confide.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL,
Major-General.
Col.

S.

:

Colonel: You

Harper’s Ferry, August

25, 1862.

Lieutenant-Colonel Whipple,
Assistant Adjutant-General
Tho enemy’s cavalry are increa.sing on Winchester road. Trains have to be guarded by infantry
escort. To run the road with safety much longer wiU require a cavalry regiment, and I hope one will
be sent me immediately.
D. S. MILES,
Colonel Second Infantry.

Special Orders,
No. 77.

?

Headquarters Eighth Army Corps,
Baltimore, Md., August

3

28, 1862.

VII. Maj. It. S. Ilodgcrs, Second Ilegiinent Eastern Shore of Maryland Volunteers, will lepair to
Harper’s Ferry, Va.,and report to Col. Dixon S. kliles. Second U. S. Infantry, for duty in the construction of .a block-house on Maryland Heights, above the battery, in order to protect it from a flank
movement of the enemy, and prevent him from taking possession of tho heights.
By command of Major-General AVool

WM.

D.

WHIPPLE,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Baltimore, September
Colonel Miles, Harper's Ferry :
I have received your dispatch,
know what is passing.

Be on the lookout and keep up

a vigilant reconnaissance.

JOHN

2,

1862.

Let

mo

E. WOOL,
Major-General,

:::

:
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Baltimore, September 4, 1802.
Miles, Harper's Ferry :
You will re-enforce Colonel Banning, if it can be done without danger to your position and if it is
into tliat the enemy is advancing on him. The force you may send will depend on the force of the
enemy. You will send ammunition of various kinds for the two 12-i)ounder guns, if it is not too late.
They have but 30 rounds, at the present moment, for each piece.

(

'olonol

JOHN

E. WOOL,
Major-General.

Baltimore, September 4, 18G2.
Colonel Miles, Harper's Ferry
companies
the
Eighty-seventh
Oliio Eeginient, to
remaining
two
of
with
the
major,
You will send the
Lerlin, to report to Colonel Banning at Point of Bocks to-morrow morning, the 5th. The Twelfth
of
leaving
for
home
until
know
what
not
to
think
we
the enemy at
liegiment New York Militia ought
Winchester intends to do, and in what direction they intend to move. To go before, the regiment will
forever be branded as cowards.
JOHN E. WOOL,
Major-General.
IlARrER’s Eerry, September 4, 18G2.
Major-General Wool
General White abandoned Winchester night before last, and, with his troops, arrived at tliis post
yesterday afternoon. No enemy that 1 can hear of in the valley of the Shenandoah, nor do I know if
Winchester is occupied by him.
:

D. S. MILES,
Colonel Second hifantry.

Baltimore, September
Colonel Miles, Harper's Ferry

1862.

4,

:

*

*

*

General White will either repair to this place or join the Army of the Potomac, but his troops and
supplies will remain at Harper’s Ferry, and you will dispose of them.
E. WOOL,
Major-General.

JOHN

Baltimore, September

1862.

4,

Dixon S. Milks,
Commanding, Harper's Ferry
Tlie order making disposition of Brigadier-General White

Col.

is countermanded.
He is ordered to
Martinsburg, and take command of all the ti oops in and about that jilace, guarding the railroad
that place to the last extremity. Answer immediately.
and defending
^

rei<Hir to

JOHN

E. WOOL,
Major-General.

Baltimore, September 4, 1862.
Colonel Miles, Harper's Ferry :
of
the
enemy,
and
the
direction in which they are
You will, if possible, learn the whereabouts
moving. It is possible they will attack your position, perhaps Martinsburg, or some position this
side of Harper’s Ferry.
JOHN E. WOOL,
Major-General.
•

Harrer’s Ferry, September 5, 1862—9 a. m.
Major-General Wool
Your last dispatch received this moining. The enemy (A. P. Hill’s division, represented to be 30, 000
strong) that have crossed the Potomac at Noland’s Ferry have cut the canal at Seven-mile level, and
running off the water. If Colonel Banning had more troops than are with him it would embarrass his
retreat, which he must do before this force. He can retard and obstruct their advance, and such are
his orders. I cannot safely detach from hero until I know the intentions of the enemy at Charlestown.
Three brigades is the force, I am told, in the valley, assigned to attack this place and Martinsburg.
D. S. MILES,
Colonel Second Infantry.
:

Baltimore, September 5, 1862.
Colonel Miles, Harper's Ferry
If you can get cars, send the Twelfth liegiment New York State Militia home on Saturday, unless
you should be attacked. Colonel Cram, whom I sent up to look after the positions as far as Point of
ilocks, says all is quiet there. If there should bo any indications of an attack on Point of Eocks, you
will re-en’force them. Be energetic and active, and defendall places to the last extremity. There must
bo no abandoning of a post, and shoot the first man that thinks of it, whether olficer or soldier.
JOHN E. WOOL,
Major-General.
Baltimore, September

5,

1862.

Colonel Miles, Harper's Ferry
*

*

^

*

*

*

*

The position on the heights ought to enable you to punish the enemy passing up the road in the direction of Harper’s Ferry. Have your wits about you, and do all you can to annoy the rebels should they
advance on you. Activity, energy, and decision should be used. You will not abandon Harper’s Ferry
without defending it to the last extremity.
-m
J Ul iJN Ji. vV UUIj,
Major-Oen&ral.

::

:
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Baljuiokk, September

C,

Brig. Gen.

Xo

running before the enemy

is

coming,

JOHN

18G2.

lleconnoitcr.

E. WOOL,
Major-General.

Baltlmoke, September 7, 18G2.
White, Martinuburg
should attack you, you will, of course, fall back. Harpcir’s Ferry would be the best
])osition I could recommend
but be sure that you have met such a force, or any other that would overwhelm you. All surplus property will be ready for instant removal, should you find it absolutely necessary to abandon Martinsburg. No property will be destroyed if by any means it can be saved.
JOHN E. WOOL,
Major-General.
Brig. Gen. Julius
If 20,000

men

;

Major-General

The enemy
Hook, and

Haupeu’s Feruy, SepUmber

Wool:

my

7,

18G2— 2.30

a.

steadily pressing on
pickets from Point of Eocks has driven them in to
is putting batteries in position on a plateau opposite.
I am ready for them.
is

;

1).

S.

m.

Sandy

MILES,

Colonel Second Infantry.

Baltimore, September 11, 18G2.
n. Peirpoiet, Governor of Virginia, Wheeling, Va.
I would not, under the present uncertain state of affairs, feel justified in removing from irHii)er’b
Ferry or Martinsburg any of the forces stationed there.
JOHN E. WOOL,
Major- General.
lion. F.

Harper’s Ferry, September 16, 18G2.
Major-General Wool
I have the honor to state that this place has been defended for several days against an attack bj'^
the divisions of Jackson, A. P. Hill, La\tton, Walker, and McLaws, amounting in all to at least 40,000
men, with over fifty pieces of artillery. After expending all our artillery ammunition, except that for
short range, and defeating two attacks of the enemy’s infantry. Colonel Miles, with the advice of his
brigade commanders, reluctantly surrendered. I regret to say that the gallant Colonel Miles is so
severely wounded that his recovery is not probable. I march to-day with the command, and will report
to you, in detail, the events which have occurred since my last conimunication.
:

JULIUS WHITE,
Brigadier-General.

When I was

at Harper’s Ferry in August, I gave verbal orders to Colonel Miles in
regard to the intrenchments there. He had not completed the intrenchments, and
I directed him how it should he done.
He had not made embrasures, and I told him
to do it immediately, in order that his men might he able to ascertain how to direct
their guns. I directed him also to build an intrenchment on Bolivar Heights. Afterward, by a written order which I do not see here, finding that he had not done so, I
directed him peremptorily to intrench Bolivar Heights, and to abatis Camp Hill,
which he, however, neglected doing. He also neglected to build a block-house on
Maryland Heights, whichl had directed him to build. When I gave him the order to
jiuuish the enemy coming in the direction of Harper’s Ferry, I supposed he then had

the block-house finished. Soon after, however. Major Rodgers came
formed me that Colonel Miles gave no countenance to it.

Question.

He had ample

both these orders

down and

in-

time and ample means for complying with

?

Answer. Yes, sir it was in August that I first gave orders in regard to Bolivar
Heights and abatising Camp Hill. I also directed him to place a battery of six pieces
in the road in front of Harper’s Ferry bridge. After they had exhausted their firing,
it was to be presumed that they might occupy the heights, and when they should
commence the assault they would probably have to come down that road to attack
Camp Hill. I ordered him to place a battery of six pieces there, and pointed out the
]dace to him, and he promised to do it. He seemed to be very zealous at the time, and
determined to do everything but I am inclined to think he was overwhelmed with
his duties, and perhaps had not the capacity to embrace so important a command as
that.
But he was the best officer I had. It was my determination to have gone up
there myself, if there should be merely an attack on Harper’s Ferry; but having
the command of the two places, I thought Baltimore the most important. And I had
anticipated that a forc^ would be sent from Washington sooner than it was. If Colonel
Miles had held out there for a few hours longer, I have no doubt General McClellan
would have re-enforced him. At any rate, my opinion was that 10,000 men could have
defended that place against 40,000, and I do not think the enemy had half that number not over 30,000, at all. events. I have not been able to determine from any
accounts I have had that the enemy had the number reported. Colonel Miles had
13,000 there at first, but he sent away 1^500 cavalry.
;

;

;
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Question. Had he made any representations to
of ammunition being short ?
Answer. No

sir

Question.

He made no

lie

;

said he

[CHAi*.

you about

XXXI.

his supply

had abundance.
requisitions for

ammunition

?

Answer. No, sir when I was up there in August he had a large quantity of ammunition probably some of it had been issued. I wrote to him afterward about it,
but he said he had abundance of everything. I recollect he had sixty days’ rations
when I was up there in August. I found afterward that he had neglected to call for
rations. I imagine that at the time of the surrender, or previously, he was rather
short. But I was apprehensive that he was rather short of rations, and I sent up
rations to him as soon as I found that to be the case.
;

;

By

the Coue-T

:

Did these

Question.

rations reach

him

?

Answer. I think they did, but not so soon as I wished. I believe there was no
great deficiency of rations there, and of ammunition I supposed there was abundance, and they did not exhaust it, so it was reported to mo. It seems that they became alarmed in consequence of being short of ammunition for the long-range Parrott
guns. But Colonel Ward informed me that he had 80 rounds unexpended in his possession at the time of the surrender, and I understood there were 40 rounds more.

The JudGtE-Adyocate. I do not think he" made any such statement
The testimony thus far goes to show that the long-range ammuwas upon the point of exhaustion.
The Witness. He reported to me that he had 80 rounds in his possession at the time. But I do not think that should have made any
difference as to the defense of the place, because they could have waited
until the assault was made. Colonel Miles had abundance of guns there
to us.
nition

to defend the position in case of

an

there were on Bolivar Heights.

By

Court

the

my

I stated in
report the
I did not know how many
I could not report as to that.

number of guns they had on Camp

assault.
Hill.

:

Question. Did Colonel Miles ever make any requisitions for ammunition, or supplies of any kind, that were not filled?
Answer. No,
last, I

I was very careful about that myself, and, when I was up there
him not to ueglect it. All requisitions were very promptly filled.

sir

requested

By

;

Judge- Advocate
You were personally acquainted with

the

Question.

:

Answer. Yes,

Colonel Miles

?

sir.

Question. What
as that ?

is

your judgment as to his capacity for such a com-

mand

not think he had the capacity to embrace so large a command as he
but he appeared to be very zealous, and he was one of the best officers I
had. Indeed, ho was the only one I could xdace there, the only regular officer. I do
not know that I had one that would have answered his purpose, unless it was General
Morris, who commanded at Fort McHenry. I have always considered the surrender
a disgraceful one one that ought not to have been made without awaiting an assault.
The report was that he lost only 40 men.

Answer.

had there

I did

;

—

By

the

Court

:

Question. Did you consider
as that than General White ?

him a

better officer for such a

command

Answer. That would be a very difficult question to answer under the circumstances.

Question. You are acquainted with the locality of Harper’s Ferry
understand that you have been at Harper’s Ferry ?
Answer. Yes,

sir.

I
j
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tlie Commission understand you to say that, after tlie
Maryland Heights, they should have held Bolivar Heights and
Harper’s Ferry until an assault was made

Question. Does

loss of

Answer.

Y^es, sir

;

for this reason

— the enemy had no guns on Maryland Heights tliat

could reach our troops.

Question. Do you recollect whether requisitions were made on you for
axes and other means to carry out those fortitications which you recom-

mended

there"?

Answer. No, sir I believe he did make a requisition on the quartermaster at Washington that had been the practice he had authority to do so.
;

;

;

Question. Such a requisition would not be

be made direct to Washington
Answer.

It

made on

you, but would

"?

might have been either

;

he had authority to do

either.

Do you know why

Colonel Miles did not have the blockhouse built on Maryland Heights, as you directed ?
Question.

Answer. No, sir; I supposed it had been built until Major Rodgers returned and
informed me that Colonel Miles would not countenance it.

Question. There was a telegram before the Commission from General
Halleck to yourself, in which he suggested that Colonel Miles take his
whole force to Maryland Heights. Was any suggestion of that kind
ever made to Colonel Miles by you ?
Answer. No, sir; I did not suppose, myself, that there could bo any doubt about
defending the place.

Question. This is the telegram to which I refer [handing

The telegram

is

to witness].

it

as follows

Headquartehs of the Army,
Washington, D.

Major-General

Wool,

Baltimore,

Md.

C., Se;pieniber 5, 1862.

:

1 find it impossible to get this army into the field again in large force for a day or
two. In the mean time Harper’s Ferry may be attacked and overwhelmed. I leave all
dispositions there to your experience and local knowledge. I beg leave, however,
to suggest the propriety of withdrawing all our forces in that vicinity to Maryland
Heights. I have no personal knowledge of the ground, and merely make the suggestion to you.

H.

W. HALLECK,
Genera l-in- Chief.

examine, however, and see if I have
approved of it, because I thought
they could defend them selves where they were, and particularly after I had ordered
the block-house to be built on Maryland Heights. There were plenty of materials
on the heights to build a block-house it could have been done in a very short time;
no trouble about that. When I was up there in August and saw Colonel Miles, and
told him to complete his intrenchments, I think he had not formed his embrasures.
I told him to do it immediately, and to abatis Camp Hill. I did not suppose there was
au y want of tools. He made no requisitions on me for them I was always very particular about that. When I was up there I told him that anything wanted would bo
furnished. He had abundance of ammunition I examined myself; I supposed ample
for any attack that might be made; but I should think from what I have learned
here that they must have wasted their ammunition. Colonel Miles appeared to be
extremely zealous and extremely anxious, and I thought he would make a good defense.
I had no idea, after my instructions to him that he should defend Harper’s
Ferry to the last extremity, that he would give up without resistance in fact, when
no assault had been made. His men could have got out of the way of the enemy’s longrange cannon, if they were enfilading his works. Indeed, I think that musketry would
have kept them back if nothing else. Camp Hill is very steep, and the flanks are
nearly perpendicular. Colonel Miles, himself, never seemed to doubt his ability to
defend the place. His last dispatch to me was that he was ready for the enemy.

Answer.

it.

Even

I do not recollect that dispatch. I will
if I had received it, I would not have

;

;

;

;
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Question. What became of Captain Wood, who escaped with 13 men,
9 of whom returned to Harper’s Ferry and surrendered themselves?
AiLsvver.

He went

that was
afterward.

r(^i)ort

off

made

with General Tyler, I sni^pose. I had him arrested upon the
and told him to go to General Tyler. I never saw him

to me,

Question. Disregarded his arrest
Answer. Yes,

sir

,*

?

at least, I supjjose so.

I

never heard any more of him.

The Commission then proceeded
Subsequently the Commission

to deliberate with closed doors.
adjourned to 11 a. m. to-morrow.

*******
Washington, D.

The Commission met pursuant

C., October 31, 1862.

to adjournment.

The Commission resumed the consideration of the circumstances attending the evacuation of Maryland Heights and the surrender of
Harper’s Ferry, and proceeded to deliberate thereon with closed doors.
Subsequently the Commission adjourned to 11

Washington, D.
The Commission met pursuant
*

*

*

a.

C.,

m. to-morrow.

November

1,

1862.

to adjournment.
*

•

*

*

*

The Commission, with

closed doors, resumed the consideration of the
circumstances attending the evacuation of Mar^/land Heights and the
surrender of Harper’s Ferry.
Subsequently the Commission adjourned to 11 a. m. Monday, l^'o-

vember

3.

Washington, D. C., November
The Commission met pursuant to adjournment.
*

*

*

*

*

3, 1862.

*

*

The Commission adopted a report, which accompanies this record,
marked A, of the circumstances attending the evacuation of Winchester
by General Julius White, which was signed by the president, MajorGeneral Hunter, and attested by the judge-advocate.*
The Commission then adopted a report in relation to the circumstances
attending the evacuation of Maryland Heights and the surrender of
Harper’s Ferry, which was signed by the president and judge-advocate
of the Commission, and accompanies this record.
Thereupon the Commission adjourned to meet again at 11 a. m. tomorrow.
D.

HUNTEE,

Major-General^ President.

HE roll T.
The Commission, consisting of Maj. Gen. D. Hunter, U.

S. VolunMaj. Gen. G. Cadwalader, U. S. Volunteers; Brig.
Gen. C. C. Augur, U. S. Volunteers; Capt. Bonn Piatt, assistant adjutant-general of Volunteers; Capt. F. Ball, jr., aide-de-camp, U. S. Army;
Col. J. Holt, Judge- Advocate-General, called by the Government to in-

teers, president;

*

8ee Series

I,

Vol. Nil, Part

II, p. 803.
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vestigate the conduct of certain officers connected with, and the circumstances attending, the abandonment of Maryland Heights and tiie surrender of Harper’s Ferr^^, have the honor to report as follows
On the 3d day of September, General White entered Harper’s Ferry,

The next day he was ordered to
his command, from Winchester.
Martinsburg, to take command of the forces at that place. On the 12th
of September he again returned to Harper’s Ferry, where he remained
until its surrender, without assuming command.
On the 7th of September, General McClellan (the larger portion of his
command having preceded him) left Washington, under orders, issued
some days previously, to drive the enemy from Maryland. He established that night his headquarters at Rockville, and from which place,
on the 11th of September, he telegraphed to General Halleck to have
Colonel Miles ordered to join him at once.
On the 5th of September, Col. Thomas H. Ford, of the Thirty-second
Ohio, took command of the forces on Maryland Heights.
Forces were placed at Solomon’s Gap and Sandy Hook. Those at
Sandy Hook, being under Colonel Maulsby, retired, by order of Colonel
Miles, to the eastern slope of Maryland Heights two or three days previous to their evacuation by Colonel Ford.
On the 11th of September the force at Solomon’s Gap was driven in
by the enemy. Colonel Ford called upon Colonel Miles for re-enforcements, and on Friday, the 12th of September, the Thirty-ninth and One
hundred and twenty-sixth Rew York Regiments were sent him, and on
the morning of the 13th he was further re-enforced by the One hundred
and fifteenth Yew York and a portion of a Maryland regiment under
Lieutenant-Colonel Downey.
Colonel Ford made requisition for axes and spades to enable him to
construct defenses on the heights, but obtained none, and on the 12th,
with twelve axes belonging to some Maryland regiment, being all he
could obtain, a slight breastwork of trees was constructed near the crest
of the heights, and in front of which for a short distance a slashing of
timber was made.
The forces under Colonel Ford were stationed at various points on
Maryland Heights, the principal force being on the crest of the hill near
tlie breastwork and lookout.
Skirmishing commenced on Friday, the
12th, on the crest of the hill.
Early in the morning of the 13th the enemy made an attack on the
(;rest of the hill, and, after a short engagement, the troops retired in some
confusion to the breastwork, where they were rallied. About 9 o’clock
a second attack was made, which the troops behind the breastwork
resisted for a short time, and until Colonel Sherrill, of the One hundred
and twenty-sixth Yew York, was wounded and carried off the field, when
the entire One hundred and twenty-sixth Regiment, as some witnesses
testify, with the exception of two companies, as Major Hewitt states,
broke and fled in utter confusion. Both men and most of the officers
lied together, no effort being made to rally the regiment except by Colonel Ford and Lieutenant Barras, acting adjutant, and some officers of
other regiments, directed by Colonel Miles, who was then on the heights.
Soon after, the remaining forces at the breastwork fell back under a
sui)posed order from Major Hewitt, who himself says that he gave no
such order, but merely sent instructions to the captains of his own
regiment that, if they were compelled to retire, to do so in good order.
Orders were given by Colonel Ford for the troops to return to their position, and they advanced some distance up the heights, but did not regain
tbe breastwork.
That morning Colonel Miles Avas on Maryland Heights for some hours^
'svith
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consultiDg with Colonel Ford. He left between 11 and 12 o’clock without directly ordering Colonel Ford to evacuate the heights, but instructing bim, in case he was compelled to do so, to spike his guns and throw
the heavy siege guns down the mountain. About 2 o’clock, x)erhai)s a
little later, by order of Colonel Ford, the heights were abandoned, the
guns being spiked according to instructions.
On Sunday, Colonel D’Utassy sent over to the Maryland Heights four
companies, under Major Wood, who brought off without opposition four
brass 12 -pounders, two of which were imperfectly spiked, and also a
wagon-load of ammunition.
General White, on his return to Harper’s Ferry on the 12th of September, suggested to Colonel Miles the propriety of contracting his lines
on Bolivar Heights so as to make a better defense ; but Colonel Miles
adhered to his original line of defense, stating that he was determined
General White also urged the
to make his stand on Bolivar Heights.
importance of holding Maryland Heights, even should it require the
taking the entire force over there from Harper’s Ferry. Colonel Miles,
under his orders to hold Harper’s Ferry to the last extremity, while
admitting the importance of Maryland Heights, seemed to regard them
as applying to the town of Harper’s Ferry, and held that to leave Harlier’s Ferry even to go on Maryland Heights would be disobeying his
instructions.

General McClellan established his headquarters at Frederick City on
tbe morning of the 13th of September.
On tbe niglit of tbe 13tb, after the evacuation of Maryland Heights,
Colonel Miles directed Captain (now Major) Bussell, of the Maryland
caviilry, to take with him a few men and endeavor to get through the
enemy’s lines and reach some of our forces, General McClellan if posthat it could not
sible, and to report the condition of Harper’s Ferry
hold out more than forty-eight hours unless re-enforced, and to urge
the sending of re-enforcements. Captain Bussell reached General McClellan’s headquarters at Frederick at 9 a. m. on Sunday, tbe 14tb of September, and reported as directed by Colonel Miles. Immediately upon
his arrival. General McClellan sent off a messenger, as Captain Bussell
understood, to General Franklin. At 10 a. m. Captain Bussell left for
General Franklin’s command, with a communication to General Franklin
from General McClellan. He reached General Franklin about 3 o’clock
that afternoon, and found him engaged with the enemy at Crampton’s
Gap. The enemy was driven from the gap, and the next morning, the
15th, General Franklin passed through the gap, advancing about a mile,
and, finding tbe enemy drawn u]) in line of battle in his front, drew bis
own forces up in line of battle. While there stationed, the cannonading
in the direction of Harper’s Ferry, which had been heard very distinctly
all the morning. Harper’s Ferry being about 7 miles distant, suddenly
ceased whereupon General Franklin sent word to General McClellan
of the probable surrender of Harper’s Ferry by Colonel Miles, and did
not deem it necessary to proceed farther in that direction.
The battle of South Mountain was fought on Sunday, the 14th, and on
the same day, during tbe afternoon, the enemy at Harper’s Ferry attacked
the extreme left of the line on Bolivar Heights, but, after some time, were
repulsed by the troops under the command of General White. On Sunday night the cavalry at Harper’s Ferry made their escape, under Colonel
Davis, of the Twelfth Illinois Cavalry,* by permission of Colonel Miles,
and reached Greencastle, Pa., the next morning, capturing on their way
5

;

* Col. B. F. Davis, Eighth New York Cavalry, was the officer meant, and he was hrevetted for this service, (See pp. 583, 629, 758, 775, and Part H, pp. 305, 306.)
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an ammunition train belonging to General Longstreet, consisting of
some 50 or 60 wagons.
The Commission regard this escape of cavalry as being worthy of great
commendation to the officers conducting the same.
Several of the infantry officers desired permission to cut their way
out at the same time the cavalry made their escape, but Colonel Miles
refused, upon the ground that he had been ordered to hold Harper’s
Ferry to the last extremity.
On the morning of the 15th the enemy opened their batteries from
several points, seven to nine, as estimated by different witnesses, directing their attack principally upon our batteries on the left of Bolivar
Heights.
The attack commenced at daybreak about 7 o’clock Colonel Miles
represented to General White that it would be necessary to surrender.
General White suggested that the brigade commanders be called together, which was done. Colonel Miles stated that the ammunition for
tbe batteries was exhausted, and he had about made up his mind to
surrender.
That was finally agreed to by all present, and General
White was sent to arrange articles of capitulation. The white flag was
raised by order of Colonel Miles, but the enemy did not cease firing for
some half or three-quarters of an hour after. Colonel Miles was morThe surrender was
tally wounded after the white flag was raised.
agreed upon about 8 a. m. on Monday, the 15th of September.
The following was the testimony of officers commanding batteries
At the time of the surrender, Captain Yon Sehlen had some ammunition
could not tell what amount, but mostly shrapnel had lost about
100 rounds on Saturday, the 13th, by the explosion of a limber, caused
by one of the enemy’s shells.
Captain Eigby had expended, during the siege of Harper’s Ferry,
about GOO round's, being all that he had with the exception of canister.
Captain Potts had expended about 1,000 rounds, being all that he had
with the exception of canister.
Captain Graham had but two guns of his battery under his immediate command on the morning of the surrender
had probably 100
rounds of all kinds, but no long-time fuses.
Captain Phillips had expended all his ammunition except some 40
rounds of canister and some long-range shells, too large for his guns.
Captain McGrath’s battery had been spiked and left on Maryland
Heights on Saturday.
It appears that during the siege, and shortly previous. Colonel Miles
paroled several Confederate prisoners and permitted them to pass
through our lines. During the week previous to the evacuation of Maryland Heights, a Lieutenant Bouse, of the Twelfth Virginia Cavalry, who
had been engaged in a raid upon a train from Harper’s Ferry to Winchester a short time before, was captured and brought into Harper’s
Ferry. He escaped while on the way to the hospital, he pretending to
be sick, but was retaken. He was paroled, but returned in command
of some rebel cavalry on the morning of the surrender. The attention
of General A. P. Hill was called to the fact that Lieutenant Bouse was
a paroled i^risoner, but no attention was paid to it. Lieutenant Bouse
liimself, on being spoken to about it, laughed at the idea of observing
j

:

;

j

j

his parole.

On Saturday, the day of the attack ui:)on and evacuation of Maryland
Heights, Colonel Miles directed that 10 Confederate prisoners be permitted to pass through our lines to rejoin the rebel army at Winchester.
Other cases are testified to, but the above-named are of the most
importance.

:
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BRIGADIER-GENERAL WHITE AND COLONELS D’UTASSY AND TRIMBLE.

Uf the subordinate officers referred to in this case, with the exception
of Col. Thomas H. Ford, the Commission finds nothing in their conduct
that calls for censure. On the contrary. General Julius White merits
its approbation.
He axjpears from the evidence to have acted with
decided capability and courage.
In this connection the Commission calls attention to the disgraceful
behavior of the One hundred and twenty-sixth New York Infantry, and
recommend that Major Baird, for his bad conduct, as shown by the evidence, should be dismissed the service. Some of the officers of this
regiment. Lieutenant Barras, acting adjutant, and others, not known
by name to the Commission, behaved gallantly, and should be commended.
COL.

THOMAS

H.

FORD.

In the case of Colonel Ford, charged with im^iroper conduct in abandoning Maryland Heights, the Commission, after a careful hearing of
the evidence produced by the Government, and that relied on by the
defense, and a due consideration of the arguments ofiered by counsel,
finds

That on the 5th of September Colonel Ford was placed in command
of Maryland Heights by Colonel Miles ; that Colonel Ford, finding the
position unprepared by fortifications, earnestly urged Colonel Miles to
furnish him means by which the heights could be made tenable for the
small force under his command should a heavy one be Ivrought against
him. These reasonable demands were, from some cause unknown to
the Commission, not responded to by the officer in command of Harper’s
Ferry; that subsequently, when the enemy appeared in heavy force,
Colonel Ford frequently and earnestly called upon Colonel Miles for
more trooiis, representing that he could not hold the heights unless reenforced that these demands were feebly, or not at all, complied witli
that, as late as the morning of the 13th of September, Colonel Ford sent
two written demands to Colonel Miles for re-enforcements, and saying
that, with the troops then under his command, he could not hold the
heights, and, unless relieved or otherwise ordered, he would have to
abandon them ; that, as late as 11 o’clock a. m. of the 13th, a few hours
])revious to the abandonment of this position. Colonel Miles said to
Colonel Ford that he (Colonel Ford) could not have another man, and
must do the best he could; and, if unable to defend the place, he must
spike the guns, throw them down the hill, and withdraw to Harper’s
;

;

Ferry in good order.
The Commission is, then,

satisfied that Colonel Ford was given a discretionary power to abandon the heights or not, as his better judgment
might dictate, with the men and means then under his command and
it is believed from the evidence, circumstantial and direct, that the result did not, to any great extent, surprise, nor in any way displease, the
officer in command at Harper’s Ferry.
But this conclusion, so much relied upon by the defense, forces the
Commission to consider the fact Did Colonel Ford, under the discuetionary power thus vested in him, make a proper defense of the heights,
and hold them, as he should have done, until driven off by the enemy
The evidence. shows conclusively that the force upon the heights was
not well managed that the i)oint most pressed was weakly defended
as to numbers, and, after the wounding of the gallant colonel of the One
hundred and twenty-sixth New York Infantry, it was left without a com;

:

“I

;
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petent officer in command, Colonel Ford, himself, not a])])eaiiii" nor
designating any one who might have restored order and enconniged tin*
men. That the abandonment of the heights was ])rematnre is ch'arly
proven. Our forces were not driven from the field, as full time was given
to spike the guns and throw the heavier ones down the precii)ice, and
retreat in good order to Harper’s Ferry. The loss in killed and wound(‘d
does not indicate a desperate conflict, and the opinion of oflicers sustaining that abandonment is weakened by the fact that the next day a
force returning to the heights found them unoccupied, and brought away,
unmolested, four abandoned guns and a quantity of ammunition.
In so grave a case as this, with such disgraceful consequences, the
Commission cannot permit an officer to shield himself behind the fact
that he did as well as he could, if in so doing he exhibits a lack of military capacity.
It is clear to the Commission that Colonel Jl^ord should
not have been placed in command on Maryland Heights; that he conducted the defense without ability, and abandoned his })osition with
out sufficient cause, and has shown throughout such a lack of military
capacit 3" as to disqualify him, in the estimation of this Commission, for a
command in the service.

COL. D.

S.

MILES.

The Commission has a^iproached a consideration of this officer’s conduct, in connection with the surrender of Harper’s Ferry, with extrenu'
reluctance. An officer who cannot appear before any earthly tribuna
to answer or explain charges gravely affiecting his character, who has
met his death at the hands of the enemy, even upon the spot he disgracefully surrendered, is entitled to the tenderest care and most careful investigation.
These this Commission has accorded Colonel Miles,
and, in giving an opinion, only repeats what runs through our nine hundred pages of evidence, strangely unanimous upon the fact that Colonel
Miles’ incapacity, amounting to almost imbecility, led to the shameful
surrender of this important post.
Early as the 15th of August he disobeys orders of Major-General Wool
i

to fortify Maryland Heights. When it is attacked by the enemy, its
naturally strong positions are unimproved, and, from his criminal neglect, to use the mildest term, the large force of the enemy is almost upon
an equality with the few men he throws out for their protection.
He seemed to have understood and admitted to his officers that Maryland Heights was the key to the position, and yet lie placed Colonel
Ford in command with a feeble force; made no effort to strengthen him
by fortifications, although, between the 5th and the 13th of September,
there was ample time to do so ; and to Colonel Ford’s repeated demands
for means to intrench and re-enforcements to strengthen fhe position, he
made either inadequate return or no response at all. He gave Colonel
Ford discretionary power as to when he should abandon the heights, the
fact of the abandonment having, it seems, been determined on in his
own mind, for, when the unhappy event really occurred, his onljr exclamations were to the effect that he feared Colonel Ford had given them
up too soon. This, too, when he must have known that the abandonment
of Maryland Heights was the surrender of Harper’s Ferry. This leaving the key of the position to the keeping of Colonel Ford, with discretionary power, after the arrival of the capable and courageous officer who
had waived his rank to serve wherever ordered, is one of the more striking facts illustrating the utter incapacity of Colonel Miles,
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Immediately previous to aud pending the siege of Harper’s Ferry he
paroled rebel prisoners, and permits, indeed, sends them to the enemy’s
headquarters. This, too, when he should have known that the lack of
ammunition, the bad conduct of some of our troops, the entire absence of
fortifications, and the abandonment of Maryland Heights were important facts they could, and undoubtedly did, communicate to the enemy.
Sixteen of these prisoners were paroled on the 12th, andapass given them
in the handwriting of Colonel Miles, and some of them left as late as the
14th while a rebel officer, by the name of House, after an escape, is retaken, and subsequently has a private interview with Colonel Miles, is
paroled, and after the surrender appears at the head of his men, among
the first to enter Harper’s Ferry.
It is not necessary to accumulate instances from the mass of evidence
that througlft)ut scarcely affords one fact in contradiction to what each
one establishes, that Colonel Miles was unfit to conduct so important a
defense as that of Harper’s Ferry.
This Commission would not have dwelt upon this painful subject were
it not for the fact that the officer who placed this incapable in command
should share in the responsibility, and in the opinion of the 'Commission
Major-General Wool is guilty to this extent of a grave disaster, and
should be censured for his conduct.
The Commission has remarked freely on the conduct of Colonel Miles,
an old officer, Idlled in one of the battles of our country, aud it cannot,
from any motives of delicacy, refrain from censuring those in high command when it thinks such censure deserved. The General-in-Chief has
testified that General McClellan, after having received orders to repel
the enemy invading the State of Maryland, marched only 6 miles per
day on an average when pursuing the invading enemy. The Generalin-Chief also testifies that, in his opinion. General McClellan could, and
should, have relieved and protected Harper’s Ferry, and in this opinion
the Commission fully concur.
The evidence thus introduced confirms the Commission in the opinion that Harper’s Ferry, as well as Maryland Heights, was prematurely
surrendered. The garrison should have been satisfied that relief, however long delayed, would come at last, and that 1,000 men killed in
Harper’s Ferry would have made a small loss had the post been secured,
and probably save 2,000 at Antietam. How important was this defense
we can now appreciate. Of the 97,000, composing at that time the
whole of Lee’s army, more than one- third were attacking Harper’s Ferry,
aud of this the main body was in Virginia. By reference to the evidence,
it will be seen that at the moment Colonel Ford abandoned Maryland
Heights his little army was in reality relieved by Generals Franklin’s
and Sumner’s ’corps at Crampton’s Gap, within 7 miles of his position,
and that after the surrender of Harper’s Ferry no time was given to
parole prisoners even, before 20,000 troops were hurried from Virginia,
and the entire force went off on the double-quick to relieve Lee, who
w as being attacked at Antietam. Had the garrison been slower to surrender or the Army of the Potomac swifter to march, the enemy would
have been forced to raise the siege or have been taken in detail, with
the Potomac dividing his forces.
D. HHNTEB,
Major-General^ President
j

J.
.

Holt,
Judge- Advocate- General.

: :

:
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Annapolis, Md., September 22,

18G2.

Kelton,

Col. J. 0.

Assistant Adjutant- General

have just received the following from Brigadier-General White,
him that I refer this strange arrangement to headquarters.
Shall the wagons he returned, and how I
General I have the honor to state that, after capitulating at Harper’s Ferry, I was
{Sir

and

I

:

notified

:

allowed by General A. P. Hill, commanding, at that post, the forces of the enemy, some
24 wagons for the transportation of officers’ baggage, after my pledge to return them
to the enemy’s lines.
I respectfully request, therefore, that the quartermaster be
directed to forward them back.

Very respectfully,

JULIUS WHITE,
Brigadier-General,

DANIEL TYLEE,
Brigadier- General.

War

Department,

Washington^ September 22, 1862.

Lorenzo Thomas,

Brig. Gen.

Annapolis^ Md.

You

Gen. Julius White and the other commanders
of brigades at Harper’s Ferry at tlie time of the surrender, and direct them to report in person in Washington at the Adjutant-General’s
Office.
Col. Thomas Ford will be arrested, and also any other officers
who you may be advised took part in recommending the surrender of
Harper’s Ferry.
will arrest Brig.

H.

W. HALLEOK,
General-in-Chief.

Annapolis, Md., September 22,
Brig. Gen.

1862.

Lorenzo Thomas,

Adjutant- General,

TJ.

Army

S.

'

:

General I have the honor to report that at the surrender of Harper’s Ferry, Va., on the 15th instant, all the papers relating to the bri:

gade under the command of Brig. Gen. Julius White at Winchester, Ya.,
as also to the brigade under his command at Martinsburg, Va., were
scattered and destroyed by the Confederate soldiers, who broke open
the box in which they were placed.
I cannot, therefore, return to the Department the books and papers
of those commands.

Very

respectfully.

HENEY
Capt.

and Asst. Adjt.

CHETIS,

Gen., Brigadier-General

Annapolis, Md., September
Col. J. C.

Jr.,

Whiteh

Staff.

23, 1862.

Kelton,

Assistant Adjutant- G eneral

Sir The Harper’s Ferry troops arrived Sunday night, tired out. Today we forward 2,300 to Chicago, and to-morrow shall forward 3,300,
:
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and next day, and thereafter, as many daily as the railroad can transThe arrest of several officers embarrasses us, but we shall move

port.
along.

DAMEL

TYLEE,

Brigadier- General.

Headquarters,
Annajgolis^ September 23, 1862.

Brig. Gen.

Lorenzo Thomas,
Adjutant- General^ Washington

General From what I can learn. Colonel Ford will be able to convince the Secretary of War that he is not responsible for the capitulation at Harper’s Ferry if so, as his services are very necessary to his
regiment, I hope the Secretary will give the case an early decision, and,
if thought compatible with the good of the service to release Colonel
Ford, that he will be ordered at once to join his regiment.
With great respect, your obedient servant,
:

j

DANIEL TYLEE,
Brigadier- General^

Camp

Parole,

Md.

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,
September 23, 1862

— 8.30

p.

m.

(Eeceived 9.10 p. m.)

Major-General Halleck,
General-in- Chief

The conspicuous conduct of Capt. B. F. Davis, First Cavalry, in the
management of the withdrawal of the cavalry from Harper’s Ferry
at the surrender of that place, merits the special notice of the Government. I recommend him for the brevet of major.
GEO. B. McClellan,
Major- General, Commanding.

Annapolis, Md., September 23, 1862.
General-in-Chief
General Julius White is in Baltimore. I have requested General Wool
The brigade commanders
to arrest him and send him to Washington.
are Colonels D’Utassy, Trimble, Ford, and Ward. The first three named
will be arrested. The last is the colonel of the Twelfth New York, and
The commanders of regiments are Colonels Segoine,
is in that city.
Sammon, Camerou, Stannard, Sherrill, Maulsby, Willard, and Banning; Lieutenant-Colonels Hixon, Andross, Downey, and Satterlee,
and Major Hildebrandt. Satterlee went to New York with his regiment
(the Twelfth). From what I have learned, the regimental commanders
:

were not consulted in regard to the surrender of Harper’s Ferry. I will
see each one of them. Colonel Cameron says there was not a formal
consultation held, to his knowledge.
L.

THOMAS,
Adjutant- General.

General Orders,

War Dept., Adjt.

Gen.’s Office,
Washington^ November 8, 1862.
I. The military commission, of which Maj. Gen. David Hunter, IJ. S.
Volunteers, is president, appointed to meet in the city of Washington,

No. 183.

)
)
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on the 25tli of September, pursuant to Special Orders, No. 255, of
September 23, 18G2, to investigate the circumstances of the abandonment of Maryland Heights and the surrender of Harper^s Ferry, having
reported that Col. Thomas H. Ford, Thirty-second Ohio Volunteers,
without ability, abanconducted the defense of Maryland Heights
doned his position without sufficient cause, and has shown througliout such a lack of military capacity as to disqualify him, in the estimation of the Commission, for a command in the service,” the said Col.
Thomas H. Ford is, by direction of the President, dismissed from the
service of the United States.
II. The Commission having reported that the behavior of the One
hundred and twenty-sixth New York Infantry was disgraceful, and that
Maj. William H. Baird, for his bad conduct, ought to be dismissed, the
said Major Baird, of the One hundred and twenty-sixth New York Volunteers, is, by direction of the President, dismissed from the service of
the United States.*
*

*

*

*

*

#

#

IV. The military commission, of which Major-General Hunter

is

pres-

ident, is dissolved.

By order

of the Secretary of

War:

TOWNSEND,

E. D.
Assistant Adjutant- General,

No. 204.

Army of northern Virginia^ General Robert E. Lee^
commanding^ during the Maryland Campaign,]

Organization of the

LONGSTREET'S CORPS. — Maj.

Gen. James Longstreet.

McLaws’ Division.
Maj. Gen.

Lafayette McLaws.

Kershaw’s Brigade.
Brig. Gen. J. B.

Semmes’ Brigade.

Kershaw.

Brig. Gen.

Paul

J.

Semmes.

South Carolina, Col. John D. Kennedy. 10th Georgia, Capt. P. H. Loud.
South Carolina, Col. James D. Nance. 53d Georgia, Lieut. Col. Thomas Sloan
7th South Carolina, Col. D. Wyatt Aiken
and Capt. S. W. Marshborne.
and Capt. John S. Hard.
15th Virginia, Capts. E. M. Morrison and
8th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. A. J. Hoole.
E. J. Willis.
32d Virginia, Col. E. B. Montague.

2(1

3d

Col)l)’s

Brigade.
Barlisdale’s Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Howell Cobb.
Lieut. Col. C. C. Sanders.
Lieut. Col. William MacRae.

IGth Georgia.
24th Georgia.
Cohb’s (Georgia) Legion.
15th North Carolina.

See Series

I,

Vol. XII, Part

Brig. Gen.

William Barksdale.

13th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. Kennon McElroy.
17th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. John C.
Fiser.

18th Mississippi, Maj. J. C. Campbell and
Lieut. Col. William H. Luse.
21st Mississippi, Capt. John Sims and
Col. Benjamin G. Humphreys.
II, p. 804.

t

Compiled from the

reports.
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Artillery.

Maj.
Col.

S. P. Hamilton.
H. C. Cabell.

Manly’s (North Carolina) battery, Capt. B. C. Manly.
Pulaski (Georgia) Artillery, Capt. J. P. W. Read.
Richmond (Fayette) Artillery, Capt. M. C. Macon.
Richmond Howitzers, (1st company), Capt. E. S. McCarthy.
Troup (Georgia) Artillery, Capt. H. H. Carlton.

Anderson’s Division.
Maj. Gen.

Richard H. Anderson.

Wilcoxes Brigade.

Col.

Armistead’s Brigade.

Alfred Cumming.

Brig. Gen. Lewis A.
Col. J. G. Hodges.

Sth Alabama.
9th Alabama.
10th Alabama.

9th Virginia.
14th Virginia.
38th Virginia.
53d Virginia.
57th Virginia.

11th Alabama.

Mahone’s Brigade.
Col.

William

A.

Armistead.

Parham.

Pryor’s Brigade.

6th Virginia.
12th Virginia.
16th Virginia.

Brig. Gen.

Roger

A.

Pryor.

14th Alabama.

2d Florida.

41st Virginia.
6l8t Virginia.

8th Florida.

3d Virginia.
Feather stones Brigade.
Wright’s Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Winfield S.
Col. Carnot Posey.

Featherston.

-

Brig. Gen. A. R.

Wright.

44th Alabama,
3d Georgia.
22d Georgia.
48th Georgia.

12th Mississippi.
16th Mississippi, Capt. A. M. Feltus.
19th Mississippi.

2d Mississippi Battalion.

Artillery.

Maj.

John

S.

Saunders.

Donaldsonville (Louisiana) Artillery (Maurin’s battery).
Huger’s (Virginia) battery.

Moorman’s (Virginia) battery.
Thompson’s (Grimes’) (Virginia) battery.
Jones’ Division.
Brig. Gen.

David

Toomhs’ Brigade.

Drayton’s Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Robert Toombs.
Col. Henry L. Benning.

Brig. Gen.

Thomas

F.

Drayton.

50th Georgia, Lieut. Col. F. Kearse.
51st Georgia.
15th South Carolina, Col, W. P.
Saitssure.

2d Georgia, Lieut. Col. William R.
Holmes and Maj. Skidmore Harris.
15th Georgia, Col. W. T. Millicaii.
17th Georgia, Capt. J. A. McGregor.
20th Georgia, Col. J. B. Cumming.

R. Jones.

i
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Jenkins’ Brigade.

Pickett’s Brigade.

Col. Eppa Hunton.
Brig. Gen. R. B. Garnett.

Col.

South Carolina (Volunteers), Lieut.

1st

8th Virginia, Col. Eppa Hunton.
IStli Virginia, Maj. George C. Cahell.
19th Virginia, Col. J. B. Strange, Lieut.
W. N. Wood, and Capt. J. L. Cochran.

28th Virginia, Captain Wingfield.
56th Virginia, Col. William D. Stuart and
Captain McPhail.

Joseph Walker.

Col. D. Livingston.

2d South Carolina Rifies.
5th South Carolina, Cai)t. T. C. Beckham.
6th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. J. M.
Steedman and Capt. E. B. Cantey.
4th South Carolina Battalion.
Palmetto (South Carolina) Sharpshooters.
Anderson’s Brigade.

Kemper’s Brigade.
Col.

Brig. Gen. J. L.

T.

Anderson.

Georgia (Regulars), Col. W. J. Magill.

1st

7th
8th
9th
11th

1st Virginia.

7th
11th
17th
24th

George

Kemper.

Virginia.
Virginia.
Virginia.
Virginia.

Georgia.
Georgia.
Georgia.
Georgia, Maj. F. H. Little.

Artillery.

Fauquier (Virginia) Artillery (Strihling’s battery).*
Loudoun (Virginia) Artillery (Rogers’ battery).*
Turner (Virginia) Artillery (Leake’s battery).*
Wise (Virginia) Artillery (J. S. Brown’s battery).

Walker’s Division.
Brig. Gen.
-

John

G.

Walker.
Ransom’s Brigade.

Walker’s Brigade.

Col. Van H. Manning.
Col. E. D. Hall.

Brig. Gen.

Robert Ransom,

Jr.

24th North Carolina, Lieut. Col. John L.

3d Arkansas, Capt. John W. Reedy.
27th North Carolina, Col. J. R. Cooke.
46th North Carolina, Col. E. D. Hall.
48th North Carolina, Col. R. C. Hill.
30th Virginia.
French’s (Virginia) battery, Capt.
B. French.

Thomas

25th North Carolina, Col. H. M. Rutledge.
35th North Carolina, Col. M. W. Ransom.
49th North Carolina, Lieut. Col. Lee M.
McAfee.
Branch’s Field Artillery (Virginia), Captain Branch.

Hood’s Division.
Brig. Gen.

John

B.

Hood.

Hood’s Brigade.
Col.

W.

T.

Law’s Brigade.

Wofford.

18th Georgia, Lieut. Col.

Col. E.

M. Law.

4th Alabama, Lieut. Col. O. K. McLemore.

S. Z. Ruff.

Hampton (South Carolina) Legion, Lieut
Col. M. W. Gary.
1st Texas, Lieut. Col. P. A. Work.
4th Texas, Lieut. Col. B. F. Carter.
5th Texas, Capt. I. N. M. Turner.

2d Mississippi, Col. J. M. Stone.
11th Mississippi, Col. P. F. Liddell.
6th North Carolina, Maj. Robert F. Webb.

Artillery.

Maj. B.

W. Frobel.

German

Artillery (South Carolina), Capt. W. K. Bachman.
Palmetto Artillery (South Carolina), Capt. H. R. Garden.
Artillery (North Carolina), Capt. James Reilly.

Rowan

*

Left at Leesburg.
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Evans’ Brigade.
Brig. Gen. Nathan G.
Col. P. F. Stevens.*
17tli

Evans.

W. McMaster.
W. H. Wallace.

South Carolina, Col. F.

18th South Carolina, Col.

22d South Carolina, Lieut. Col. T. C. Watkins and Maj. M. Hilton.
23d South Carolina, Capt. S. A. Durham and Lient. E. R. White.
Holcombe (South Carolina) Legion, Col. P. F. Stevens.
Macbeth (South Carolina) Artillery, Capt. R. Boyce.

ARTILLERY.
Washington {Louisiana) Artillery.
Col. J. B.
1st Company,
2d Company,
3d Company,
4th Company,

Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.

Lee's Battalion.

Walton.
C.

W.

Col. S. D.

Ashland (Virginia)

Squires.

Woolfolk,

J. B. Richardson.
M. B. Miller.

Lee.

Artillery,

Capt. P.

jr.

Bedford (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. T. C.

B. F. Eshleman.

Jordan.

Brooks (South Carolina) Artillery, Lieut.
William Elliott.
Eubank’s (Virginia) battery, Capt. J. L.

Eubank.
Madison (Louisiana) Light Artillery, Capt.
G. V. Moody.
Parker’s (Virginia) battery, Capt.
Parker.

JACKSON’S CORPS.

Maj. Gen.

Thomas

J.

W. W.

Jackson.

Ewell’s Division.
Brig. Gen. A. R. Lawton.
Brig. Gen. Jubal A. Early.

Lawton's Brigade.
Col.

Trimble's Brigade.

M. Douglass.

Lowe.
John H. Lamar.

Col.

James

A.

Walker.

Maj. J. H.
Col.

13th Georgia.
26th Georgia.
31st Georgia, Lieut. Col. J. T. Crowder.
38th Georgia.
60th Georgia.
61st Georgia.

15th Alabama, Capt. I. B. Feagin.
12th Georgia, Captain Rodgers.
21st Georgia, Maj. Thomas C. Glover.
21st North Carolina, Captain Miller.
1st North Carolina Battalion.!

Hays' Brigade.

Early's Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Jubal A. Early.
Col. William Smith.

13th Virginia, Capt. F. V. Winston.
25th Virginia.
31st Virginia.
44th Virginia.
49th Virginia, Col. William Smith.
52d Virginia, Col. M. G. Harman.
58th Virginia.
*
t

Brig. Gen.

5th
6th
7th
8th
14th

Harry

T.

Hays.

Louisiana.
Louisiana, Col. H. B. Strong.
Louisiana.
Louisiana.
Louisiana.

Conunanding brigade while General Evans commanded jirovisional division,
Attached to Twenty-first North Carolina Regiment.

Chav.
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Maj. A. R. Courtney.
Charlottesville (Virginia) Artillery (Carrington’s battery).
Chesapeake (Maryland) Artillery (Brown’s battery).
Courtney (Virginia) Artillery (Latimer’s battery).
Johnson’s (Virginia) battery.
Louisiana Guard Artillery (D’Aquin’s battery).
First Maryland Battery (Dement’s battery).
Staunton (Virginia) Artillery (Balthis’ battery).

Hill’s Light Division.
Maj. Gen.

Ambrose

P. Hill.

Branch’s Brigade.

Archer’s Brigade.

Brig. Gen. L. O’B. Branch.
Col. James H. Lane.

Brig. Gen. J. J. Archer.
Col. Peter Turney.

7th North Carolina.
18th North Carolina, Lieutenant-Colonel
Purdie.
28th North Carolina.

33d North Carolina.
37th North Carolina.
Gregg’s Brigade.

Brig. Gen.

5th Alabama Battalion, Captain Hooper.
19th Georgia, Maj. J. H. Neal and Capt. F.
M. Johnston.
Ist Tennessee (Provisional Army), Col.
Peter Turney.
7th Tennessee, Maj. S. G. Shepard and
Lieut. G. A. Howard.
14th Tennessee, Lieut. Col. J. W. Lockert.

Maxcy Gregg.

Pender’s Brigade.

South Carolina (Provisional Army),
Maj. E. McCrady jr.. Col. D. H.
Hamilton.
Ist South Carolina Rifles, Lieut. Col.
James M. Perrin.
12th South Carolina, Col. Dixon Barnes,
Lieut. Col. C. Jones, and Maj.W. H.
McCorkle.
13th South Carolina, Col. O. E. Edwards.
14th South Carolina, Lieut. Col. W. D.
Simpson.
1st

Brig. Gen.
Col. R.

William D. Pender.

H. Brewer.

16th North Carolina, Lieutenant-Colonel
Stowe.
22d North Carolina, Maj. C. C. Cole.
34th North Carolina.
38th North Carolina.

Thomas’ Brigade.
Col.

Edward

L.

Thomas.

Field’s Brigade.

Colonel

14th
35th
45th
49th

Brockenbrough.

40th Virginia.
47th Virginia.
55th Virginia.
22d Virginia Battalion.

Georgia, Col. R. W. Folsom.
Georgia.
Georgia, Maj. W. L. Grice.
Georgia, Lieut. Col. S. M. Manning.

Artillery.^

Maj. R. L.

Walker.

C. Latham’s battery).
Crenshaw’s (Virginia) battery.
Fredericksburg (Virginia) Artillery (Braxton’s battery).
Letcher (Virginia) Artillery (Davidson’s battery).
Middlesex (Virginia) Artillery (Fleet’s battery).
Pee Dee (South Carolina) Artillery (McIntosh’s battery).
Purcell (Virginia) Artillery (Pegram’s battery).

Branch (North Carolina) Artillery (A.

Artillery, left at Richmond in August, did not rejoin the Army
after the battle of Sharpsburg. John R. Johnson’s and D’Aquin’s batteries were
the only ones present with this division at Sharpsburg, the others having been left
at Harper’s Ferry and Shepherdstown.
+ Braxton’s, Crenshaw’s, McIntosh’s, and Pegram’s batteries engaged at Sharx)8burg.
Davidson’s battery had been left at Harper’s Ferry, and Fleet’s and Latham’s batteries
at Leesburg,
*

till

The Charlottesville
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Jackson’s Division.
Brig. Gen. John R. Jones.
Brig. Gen. W. E. Starke.
Col. A. J. Grigsby.
Winder’s Brigade.
Col. A. J. Grigsby.
Lieut. Col. R. D.

Jones’ Brigade.

Col. B. T. Johnson.
Brig. Gen. J. R. Jones.

Gardner (Fourth

Capt. J. E. Penn.
Capt. A. C. Page.
Capt. R. W. Withers.

Virginia).

Maj. H. J. Williams.

2d Virginia, Capt. R. T. Colston.
4th Virginia, Lieut. Col. R. D. Gardner.
5th Virginia, Maj. H. J. Williams.
27th Virginia, Capt. F. C. Wilson.
33d Virginia, Captain Golladay and Lieutenant Walton.

21st Virginia, Capt. A. C.-Page.
42d Virginia, Capt. R. W. Withers.
48th Virginia, Captain Candler.
Ist Virginia Battalion, Lieut. C. A.

Starke’s Brigade.

Taliaferro’s Brigade.

Col. E. T.
Col. J. W.
Col. J. L.

Da-

vid^son.

H. Warren.
Jackson.
Sheffield.

.

Brig. Gen. William E. Starke.
Col. L. A. Stafford.
Col. E. Pendleton.

M. Nolan.
M. Williams.

1st Louisiana, Lieut. Col.

47th Alabama.
48th Alabama.
10th Virginia.

2d Louisiana, Col.

J.

9th Louisiana.
10th Louisiana, Capt. H. D. Monier.
15th Louisiana.
Coppens’ (Louisiana) battalion.

23d Virginia.
37th Virginia.

Artillery.

Maj. L. M. Shumaker.

Alleghany (Virginia) Artillery (Carpenter’s battery).
Broekenbrough’s (Maryland) battery.
Danville (Virginia) Artillery (Wooding’s battery).

Hampden

(Virginia) Artillery (Caskie’s battery).

Lee (Virginia) Battery (Raine’s battery).
Rockbridge (Virginia) Artillery (Poague’s battery).
Hill’s Division.*
Maj. Gen. Daniel H. Hill.
Garland’s Brigade.

Bipley’s Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Roswell S.
Col. George Doles.

Ripley.

4th Georgia, Col. George Doles.
44th Georgia, Captain Key.

North Carolina, Lieut. Col. H. A.
Brown.
3d North Carolina, Col. William L. De
1st

Rosset.
Bodes’ Brigade.

Brig. Gen. R. E.

3d
5th
6th
12th

.

Rodes.

Alabama, Col. C. A. Battle.
Alabama, Maj. E. L. Hobson.
Alabama, Col. J. B. Gordon.
Alabama, Col. B. B. Gayle and Lieut.

Col. S. B. Pickens.
26th Alabama, Col. E. A. O’Neal.

Brig. Gen. Samuel
Col. D. K. McRae.

Ruffin, jr.

20th North Carolina, Col. Alfred Iverson.
23d North Carolina, Col. D. H. Christie.
Anderson’s Brigade.
Brig. Gen. George B.
Col. R. T. Bennett.

of Jackson’s Corps.

Anderson.

2d North Carolina, Col. C. C. Tew and
Capt. G. M. Roberts.
4th North Carolina, Col. Bryan Grimes
and Capts. W. T. Marsh and D. P.
Latham.
14th North Carolina, Col. R. T. Bennett.
30th North Carolina, Col. F. M. Parker and

W. W.

Sillers.

*Oii “field return,” Array of Northern Virginia, for September
Jis

jr.

5th North Carolina, Col. D. K. McRae
and Capt. T. M. Garrett.
12th North Carolina, Capt. S. Snow.
13th North Carolina, Lieut. Col. Thomas

Maj.

I)ears

Garland,

22, this division

ap
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ColquiiVs Brigade.
Col. A.
13tli

6th
23d
27th
28th

H. Colquitt.

Alabama, Col. B. D. Fry.
Georgia, Lieut. Col. J. M. Newton.
Georgia, Col. W. P. Barclay.
Georgia, Col. L. B. Smith.
Georgia, Maj. T. Grayhill and Capt. N. J. Garrison.
Artillery.*

Major Pierson.

Harda way’s (Alabama) battery, Capt. R. A. Hardaway.
Davis (Alabama) Artillery, Capt. J. W. Bondurant.
Jones’ (Virginia) battery, Capt. William B. Jones.
King William (Virginia) Artillery, Capt. T. H. Carter.
Jetf.

Reserve Artillery.!
William N. Pendleton.

Brig. Gen.

Jones’ Battalion.^

Brotvn’s Baitalion.X

Col. J.

Thompson Brown.

Maj. H. P. Jones.

Powhatan Artillery (Dance’s battery).
Richmond Howitzers, 2d company (Watson’s battery).

Richmond

Howitzers,
(Smith’s battery).

3d

company

Salem Artillery (Hupp’s battery).
Williamsburg Artillery (Coke’s battery).

Morris (Virginia) Artillery (R. C. M.
Page’s battery). V
Orange (Virginia) Artillery (Peyton’s battery).

Turner’s (Virginia) battery.
Wimbish’s (Virginia) battery.
Nelson’s Battalion.

Cutts’ Battalion.^

Maj.

William Nelson.

Lieut. Col. A. S. Cutts.

Amherst (Virginia) Artillery (KirkpatBlackshears’ (Georgia) battery.
Irwin (Georgia) Artillery (Lane’s

rick’s battery).

bat-

Fluvanna (Virginia)

Artillery (Ancell’s

battery).

tery).

Lloyd’s (North Carolina) battery.
Patterson’s (Georgia) battery.
Ross’ (Georgia) battery.

Huckstep’s (Virginia) battery.
Johnson’s (Virginia) battery.
Mi Hedge (Georgia) Artillery (Milledge’s
|!

battery).

.

Miscellaneous.

Cutshaw’s (Virginia) battery.
Dixie (Virginia) Artillery (Chapman’s battery).

Magruder (Virginia)

Artillery (T. J. Page, jr.’s battery).
Rice’s (Virginia) battery, Capt. W. H. Rice. If
Thomas (Virginia) Artillery (E. J. Anderson’s battery).**

and Jones’ battalions also under D. H. Hill’s command at Sharpsburg.
Including all batteries mentioned in the reports, or in the reorganization of October 4, and not elsewhere accounted for. Brooke’s, Hearing’s, and Nelson’s Virginia
batteries joined after the campaign had terminated.
t First Virginia Artillery.
$ With D. H. Hill’s division at Sharpsburg.
Marmaduke Johnson’s battery.
Not mentioned between September 1-22, but probably with the army, in reserve.
** Left at Leesburg.
* Cutts’

t
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Cavalry.
Maj. Gen. James E. B. Stuart.

Hampton's Brigade.
Brig. Gen.

Lee's Brigade.

Wade Hampton.

Brig. Gen. Fitz. Lee.

Ist North Carolina, Col. L. S. Baker.
2d South Carolina, Col. M. C. Butler.

10th Virginia.
Cobh’s (Georgia) Legion, Lieut. Col. P. M.
B. Young.
Jeff.

Davis Legion, Lieut. Col.

W.

T. Mar-

tin.

Lieut. Col. L. Tieman
Brien.
3d Virginia, Lieut. Col. John T. Thornton.
4th Virginia, Col. Williams C. Wickham.
5th Virginia, Col. T. L. Rosser.
9th Virginia.
1st Virginia,

Robertson's Brigade.

Brig. Gen. B. H. Robertson.
Col. Thomas T. Munford.

2d Virginia, Col. T. T. Munford and Lieutenant-Colonel Burks.
6th Virginia.
7th Virginia, Capt. S. B. Myers.
12th Virginia, Col. A. W. Harman.
17th Virginia Battalion.

Horse Artillery.
Capt.

John Pelham.

Chew’s (Virginia) battery.
Hart’s (South Carolina) battery.
Pelham’s (Virginia) battery.

No. 205.
Report of 8urg. Lafayette Guilds G. 8. Army., Medical Director Army
of Northern Virginia., of hilled and wounded at Boonshorough {8outli
Mountain or Turnery’s Pass), Cramptonh Gap, Harper^ s Ferry, 8harpshurg [Antietam), and 8hepherdstown {BlachforWs or Boteler^s) Ford,

Command.

"Wounded.

Ehled.
Total.

PICKETT’S DIVISION.

Kemper's brigade.
1st Virginia

10
38
30
2

8
12
41
36
2

9
38
37
54
19

13
43
44
62
20

8

7th Virginia

2
3

ntli Virginia..
17th Virginia

6

24th Virginia
Pickett's (old) brigade.

8th Virginia
1 8t,h Virfrinia

Virginia
2Hth Virginia
56th Virginia
lOt.h

......
.....

.

_

.

.

..

_

_

_

...
....

4
5
7
8
1
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Army of Northern

Virginia
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—Contiuued.
•d

Command.
g

walker’s

Total.

division.

Ransom's

brigade.

20
2
3
16
2

44
13
23

39
31
5
31
27

121
168
60
186
155

1

1

160
199
65
217
182
2

3

1

9
17
14
10
29

12
19
16
10
30

7
8
27
8

37
117
127
96

44
125
154
104

13

72
141
97
77
47
8
9
2

85
186
107
82
53
10
9
4

4

37
30
12
44

43
36
12
48

2
2
5
7
g

37
14
26
51
55

39
16
31
58
64

18
49
39
64
66
26

18
67
42
72
80
30

84
97
7

110
126
8

61

3

64
15
26
77
5

Valker's brigade.

hood’s division.
Anderson's brigade.”
2
2

9th Geor gia

Law's
4t,h

Alabama

brigade.

-

6th North Carolina
2d Mississippi
llfh Mississippi
Wofford's brigade.^
18th Georgia
Ist Texas

45

4th Texas
5th Texas

10
5
6
2

Hampton’s Legion
Keilly’s battery (Division Artillery)
Garden’s battery (Division Artillery)
Bachman’s battery (Division Artillery)

.

-

.

..

2

Toombs' brigade.*

2d Georgia

6
6

15th Georgia
17th Georgia
20th Georgia

Jenkins' brigade.*
Ist South Carolina
2d South Carolina
5th South Carolina
6th South Carolina
Palmetto Sharpshooters

Evans' brigade.^

Holcombe Loaion
17th
18th
22d
23d

South
South
South
South

Carolina
Carolina
Carolina
Carolina

Washington AitiUery (Corps

18
3
8
14
4

Artillery)

1

M’LAWS’ DIVISION.
Drayton's brigade.*
15th South Carolina
50th Georaia

26
29

5l8t Georaia

I’elonged to Jones’ division.

1
t

Hood’s "brigade.

JDid not belong to any

division.

...

.

.
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1

Total.

Barksdale's brigade
8

Mississippi
17 th Mississippi
18th Mississippi
21 st Mississippi
13th.

11
10
6

55
82
73
56

63
93
83

62

Kershaw's brigade.
2d South Carolina
3d South Carolina
7th South Carolina
8th South Carolina
Read’s battery

17
7
23
2
4

77
73
117
17
10

94
80
140
19
14

Greorgia

15

Georgia

11
11

15

69
63
63
57

84
74
74
72

18
23
13
16

68
83
145
143

86
106
158
159

4
9
2
1

65
57
19
46

69
66
21
47

7

7

2
3

14

16
11

Semmes' brigade.
10th
53d
15th
32d

Virginia
Virginia
Cobb's brigade.

Georgia Le^on
16th Georgia
24th Georgia
15th North Carolina

ANDEKSON’S DIVISION.
Wright's brigade.

44th

Alabama

3d Georgia
22d Georgia
48th Georgia

.

.
.

Armistead's brigade.
14th
38th
53d
57th

Virginia.
Virginia.
Virginia.
Virginia.

8
1

1

Wilcox's brigade.

8th Alabama.
9th Alabama
10th Alabama
11th Alabama

3

63
42
53
26

75
54
63
29

2
6
13
3

43
43
56
16

45
49
69
19

5
6
27
6

65
53
100
52

60
59
127
58

6 th Virginia.

4

12th Virginia.
16th Virginia.
41st Virginia.

3
1

19
36
5
8

23
39
5
9

3
2
3
3

21
26
5
16

24
28
8
19
9

12
12
10

Pryor's brigade.
14th

Alabama

2d Floj'ida...
8th Florida...
3d Virginia.
Featherston's brigade.

2d

Mi s sissipp i Battalion

12th Mississippi
16th Mississippi
19th Mississippi

Mahone's brigade.

JACKSON’S DIVISION.
Winder's brigade.
4th Virginia
5th Virginia
27th Virginia
33d Virginia
Batteries (division)

9
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Wounded.

KiUed.

Total.

Taliaferro's brigade.

23d Virginia
37th Virginia
47th Virginia (Alabama)
48th Virginia (Alabama)
Danville Artillery

-

'

Starke's

8
9
6
5
2

35
45
30
33
3

43
54
36
38
5

14
10
25
17

49
49
57
34
15
8

63
59
82
51
19
8

169
39
48
91

217
50
59
107

5
21
10
22
73
36

5
23
12
22
78
39

50
47
69

7

40
29
63
84

13
9

49
75

62
84

18
11

142
61
207
30

160
72
253
41

52
149
35
63

58
190
53
73

119
13
72
65
25

141
23
76

76
64
89
62
409
818
2

89
78
104
73
479
931
2
1
1

brigade.

1st Louisiana

Louisiana
9th Louisiana
10th Louisiana
15th Louisiana
2d

4

Batteries

EWELL’S DIVISION.
Lawton's brigade.
13th Georgia

48
11
11
16

3l8t Georgia

60th Georgia
Cist Georgia

Early's brigade.

Virginia
Virginia
Virginia
Virginia
Virginia
52d Virginia

13th
25th
31st
44th
49th

2
2
5
3

Hays' brigade.
5th
6th
7th
8th

Louisiana
Louisiana
Louisiana
Louisiana

10

18
6

91

Trimble's brigade.

12th Georgia
15th Alabama
D. H. hill’s division.

[Garland' si brigade.

Xorth
2d North
3d North
20th North
1st

Carolina
Carolina
Carolina
Carolina

46
11

[Anderson's, G. B.1 brigade.

4th
13th
23d
30th

North
North
North
North

Carolina
Carolina
Carolina
Carolina

6

41
18
10
[Ripley's] brigade.

4th Georgia
6th Georgia

22
10
4
17

2l8t Georgia
44 th Georgia

Jones’ battery

1

82
26

[Colquitt's] brigade.

19th Georgia

13
14
15

23d Georgia
27th (Georgia
28th Georgia

11

liodes’ brigade
Hill’s (A. P.) division

70
113

General Anderson and aide-de-camp
General Garland
General Starke

Grand

total

1

1
1,

567

8,

724

10,

291
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No. 206.
Report of Maj. Gen. James E. B. Stuart, G. S. Army, commanding cavalry,
of operations September 2-20.

Headquarters Cavalry Corps,
February

Colonel

13, 1864.

I have the honor to submit the following report of the
operations of the cavalry division, from the battle of Groveton Heights,
August 30, 1862, to the recrossing of the Potomac, September 18, 1862:=*^
:

#

*

*

*

*

*

*

On the night of the 2d [of September] the command bivouacked near
Fairfax Court-House, except Kobertson’s brigade, which, by a misapprehension of the order, returned to the vicinity of Chantilly before the
engagement.

While these events were occurring near Fairfax Court-House, the
Second Virginia Cavalry (Col. T. T. Munford) had proceeded, by my
order, to Leesburg, to capture the party of marauders, under Means,
which had so long infested that country and harassed the inhabitants.
Colonel Munford reached the vicinity of Leesburg on the forenoon of
the 2d, and, learning that Means with his command was in the town,
supported by three companies of the Maryland cavalry on the Point of
Pocks road, he made a circuit toward Edwards Ferry, attacked from
that direction, and succeeded, after a heavy skirmish, in routing and
driving the enemy as far as Waterford, with a loss on their part of 11
killed, 9 severely wounded, and 47 prisoners, including 2 captains and
3 lieutenants. Our own loss was Lieutenant Davis killed and several
officers and privates wounded.
In this engagement, Edmund, a slave
belonging to one of the men, charged with the regiment and shot Everhart, one of the most notorious ruffians of Means’ party. The enemy’s
papers acknowledged that their entire force of 150 men of the First
Maryland and Means’ company were, all but 40, killed or captured, stating that our force was 2,000. Colonel Munford’s entire force was 163
men, of whom but 123 were in the charge.
On the morning of the 3d, General Fitz. Lee, pursuant to instructions, made a demonstration with his brigade and some horse artillery
toward Alexandria, Hampton’s brigade moving by way of Hunter’s Mill
to the Leesburg turnpike, below Dranesville, encamping near that place.
Pobertson’s brigade, having also crossed over from the Little Piver turnpike, encamped near the same place on the same night. Meantime the
main army was moving by a flank toward Leesburg. Demonstrations
were also kept up toward Georgetown and the Chain Bridge, PobertBetween Vienna
son’s brigade moving in the direction of Falls Church.
and Lewinsville he encountered the enemy’s pickets, and, after a brief
skirmish, drove them in. Having posted a portion of his cavalry with
one piece of artillery near Lewinsville to prevent surprise, he then drew
uj) the remainder of the cavalry in a conspicuous position near the church,
and opened with his two remaining pieces. The enemy replied with
two guns, and the firing continued until nearly sundown, when, perceiving several regiments advancing to assail his position. General Pobertson, in accordance with his instructions, retired.
The cavalry followed the rear of the army to Leesburg, and, crossing
the Potomac on the afternoon of the 5th, Lee’s brigade in advance,
moved to Poolesville. He encountered at that point a body of the
*

Portion here omitted

is

printed in Series

I,

Vol. XII, Part II, p. 743.
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enemy’s cavalry, which he attacked, capturing the greater portion. The
reception of our troops in Maryland was attended with the greatest
demonstrations of joy, and the hope of enabling the inhabitants to
throw off the tyrant’s yoke stirred every Southern heart with renewed
vigor and enthusiasm.
The main army moving to Frederick the next day, the cavalry resumed
their march on the flank, halting at Urbana, Hampton’s brigade in advance. The advance guard had the good fortune to rescue from a member of the enemy’s signal corps a bearer of dispatches from President
Davis to General Lee. The dispatches, fortunately, by the discreetness
of the bearer, had not fallen into the hands of the enemy, and were eventually safely delivered. At Urbana the main body was joined by Eobertson’s brigade, at this time under command of Gol. T. T. Munford.
Near this place I remained with the command until September 12,
covering the front of the army, then near Frederick City, in the direction of Washington. My left, consisting of Lee’s brigade, rested at New
Market, on the Baltimore and Ohio Eailroad ; my center, Hampton’s
brigade, near Hyattstown, and my right, Eobertson’s brigade (Colonel
Munford commanding), in the direction of Poolesville, with one regiment (the Twelfth Virginia Cavalry) at that point. The enemy having
advanced upon my front, Hampton’s brigade became engaged in several
skirmishes near Hyattstown, driving the enemy back on every occasion j
and, on September 8, ascertaining that the enemy were about to occupy
Poolesville, I ordered Colonel Munford to proceed to that point and
drive them from the place. Munford’s advance guard had just reached
the town, when the enemy appeared with three regiments of cavalry and
four pieces of artillery. Munford selected a position and opened Are
with a howitzer and Blakely, when the enemy also brought up two
pieces and returned the fire. Their guns had scarcely opened when their
cavalry suddenly advanced and charged the howitzer. They were, however, received with two rounds of canister, which drove them back, and
the Seventh Virginia Cavalry (Captain Myers commanding) charged
them. They also charged the Blakely, but Colonel [A. W.] Harman, with
about 75 men of the Twelfth Virginia Cavalry, met and repulsed them.
Lieutenant-Colonel Burks, in temporary command of the Second Virginia
Cavalry, held the cross-roads commanding the approach to Sugar Loaf
Mountain, and kept the enemy in check with his sharpshooters.
The loss on this occasion was 15, killed, wounded, and missing.
The cross-roads were successfully held for three days, during which
regular skirmishing and artillery firing took place, when, on the llth, the
enemy advanced in force with infantry. Having maintained the present front even longer than was contemplated by the instructions covering the investment of Harper’s Ferry (found in the orders appended to
this report), the cavalry was withdrawn to within 3 miles of Frederick.
Lee’s brigade having fallen back from New Market and crossed the
Monocacy near Liberty, Eobertson’s brigade was ordered to retire in the
direction of Jefferson, and Hampton’s brigade was directed to occupy
Frederick City, in the rear of the army then moving toward Middletown. Hampton’s pickets were thown out on the various roads leading
in the direction of the enemy’s approach, and about midday on the 12th
he was notified that a heavy force was advancing on the National road.
As two squadrons had been left on picket at the bridge over the Monocacy between Frederick City and Urbana, it was of great importance to
hold the approaches by the National road until the squadrons were withdrawn; and, with this end in view, a rifle piece was added to the two
guns already in position on the turnpike, and a squadron from the Second

;
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South Carolina Cavalry, under Lieutenant Meighan, sent to support
the batteries. The enemy soon appeared and opened fire on the cavalry,
when, the squadrons at the bridge having rejoined him, General Hampton slowly retired to the city, sending his artillery on before to occupy
a position commanding the ground between the city and the mountain.
The enemy now pressed forward, and, planting a gun in the suburbs of
the city, supported by a body of cavalry and a regiment and a half of
infantry, opened fire upon the crowded thoroughfares of the place. To
secure a safe retreat for the brigade, it was necessary to charge this force,
which was gallantly done by the Second South Carolina Cavalry, Colonel Butler; Lieutenant Meighan leading his squadron in advance. The
enemy were scattered in every direction, many of them killed and
wounded, 10 prisoners taken, among them Colonel Moor, Twenty-eighth
Ohio, and the gun captured. Unfortunately, five of the horses attached
to the piece were killed, so that it could not be removed. The enemy’s
account, subsequently published, admits the repulse of their force and
the capture of the gun. After this repulse the enemy made no further
efforts to annoy our rear.
The brigade retired slowly, bringing off the
prisoners captured, and bivouacked that night at MiMletown, Lieutenant-Colonel Martin having been left, with his command and two pieces
of artillery, to hold the Catoctin Mountain.
Munford was, in the mean while, ordered to occupy the gap in this
range, near the town of Jefferson. The force under his command consisted at this time of only the Second and Twelfth Virginia Cavalry,
the Sixth Virginia having been left at Centreville to collect arms, &c.
the Seventeenth Battalion detached before crossing the Potomac on an
expedition into Berkeley, and the Seventh Virginia Cavalry having been
ordered, a day or two before, to report to General Jackson for operations
against Harper’s Perry.
Every means was taken to ascertain what the nature of the enemy’s
movement was ; whether a reconnaissance feeling for our whereabouts,
or an aggressive movement of the army. The enemy studiously avoided
displaying any force, except a part of Burnside’s corps, and built no
camp-fires in their halt at Frederick that night. The information was
conveyed promptly to the commanding general through General D. H.
Hill, now at Boonsborough, and it was suggested that the gap which I
held this night was a very strong position for infantry and artillery.
Friday, the day on which, by the calculation of the commanding general, Harper’s Ferry would fall, had passed, and, as the garrison was not
believed to be very strong at that point, I supposed the object already
accomplished. I, nevertheless, felt it important to check the enemy as
much as possible in order to develop his force. With a view to ascertain what the nature of this movement was, I liad, before leaving Frederick, sent instructions to Brig. Gen. Fitzhugh Lee to gain the enemy’s
rear from his position on the left.
On the morning of the 13th, I moved forward all of Hampton’s command to the support of Colonel Martin. Foiled in their attack on the
preceding evening, the enemy appeared in front of Colonel Martin, at
daylight on the 13th, and endeavored to force their way through the
mountain. Their advance guard was driven back, when they posted
artillery on the turnpike and opened fire on Colonel Martin, who held
the mountain crest. This was responded to by a section of rifle guns
under Captain Hart, whose fire was so eflective that the enemy’s battery was forced several times to change its position. The skirmishers
on both sides had meanwhile become actively engaged, and the enemy
was held in check until he had marched up to the attack two brigades
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of infantry, which was the only force we were yet able to discover, so
well did he keep his troops concealed. About 2 p. m. we were obliged
to abandon the crest, and withdrew to a position near Middletown. All
this was duly reported, in writing, by me, through General D. H. Hill, to
the commanding general.
In the engagements at the gap in the Catoctin and near Middletown
the Jeff. Davis Legion and First Korth Carolina Cavalry, respectively
under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Martin and Colonel [L. S.] Baker,
conducted themselves with the utmost gallantry, and sustained a hot fire
of artillery and musketry without flinching or confusion in the ranks.
Captain [T. P.] Siler, a gallant officer of the First North Carolina Cavalry, had his leg broken during the engagement.
The enemy soon appeared in force crossing the mountain, and a spirited
engagement took place, both of artillery and sharpshooters, the First
North Carolina, Colonel Baker, holding the rear and acting with conspicuous gallantry. This lasted for some time, when, having held the
in check sufficiently long to accomplish my object, I withdrew
slowly toward the gap in the South Mountain, having given General D.
H. Hill ample time to occupy that gap with his troops, and still believing that the capture of Harper’s Ferry had been effected. On reaching
the vicinity of the gap near Boonsborough, finding General Hill’s troops
occupying the gap, I turned off General Hampton, with all his cavalry
except the Jeff. Davis Legion, to re-enforce Munford, at Crampton’s Gap,
which was now the weakest point of the line. 1 remained myself at the
gap near Boonsborough until night, but the enemy did not attack the
This was obviously no place for cavalry operations, a single
position.
horseman passing from point to point on the mountain with difficulty.
Leaving the Jefi*. Davis Legion here, therefore, and directing Colonel
Eosser, with a detachment of cavalry and the Stuart Horse Artillery,
to occupy Braddock’s Gap, 1 started on my way to join the main portion
of my command at Crampton’s Gap, stopping for the night near Boonsborough. I had not, up to this time, seen General D. H. Hill, but about
midnight he sent General Eipley to me to get information concerning
roads and gaps in a locality where General Hill had been lying for two
days with his command. All the information I had was cheerfully given,
and the situation of the gaps explained by map. I confidently hoped
by this time to have received the information which was expected from
Brig. Gen. Fitz. Lee. All the information I possessed or had the means
of possessing had been laid before General D. H. Hill and the commanding general. His troops were duly notified of the advance of the enemy
and 1 saw them in line of battle awaiting his approach, and, myself, gave
some general directions concerning the location of his lines during the
afternoon, in his absence.
Early next morning I repaired to Crampton’s Gap, which I had reason to believe was as much threatened as any other. Brigadier-General Hampton proceeded, as directed, toward Burkittsville.
As General
Jackson was then in front of Harper’s Ferry, and General McLaws,
with his division, occupied Maryland Heights, to iirevent the escape of
the Federal garrison, it was believed that the enemy’s efforts would be
against McLaws, probably by the route of Crampton’s Gap. On his
way to the gap, Brigadier-General Hampton encountered a regiment of
the enemy’s cavalry on a road parallel to the one which he was pursuing, and, taking the Cobb Legion, Lieutenant-Colonel [P. M. B.] Young,
at once charged them, dispersing them, killing or wounding 30 and
taking 5 prisoners. Our loss was 4 killed and 9 wounded, among the
former Lieutenant [J. F.] Marshall and Sergeant Barksdale, and among
52 R
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the latter Lieutenant-Colonel Young and Captain [G. J.] Wright, all of
whom acted with remarkable gallantry.
General Hampton then drew near the gap, when Colonel Munford,
mistaking his command for a portion of the enemy^s cavalry, ordered
his artillery to open upon him. This order was on the point of being
executed, when Hampton, becoming aware of his danger, exhibited a
white flag and thus averted this serious misfortune. Hampton’s brigade
remained at the gap for the night.
Next morning, upon my arrival, finding that the enemy had made no
demonstration toward Crampton’s Gap up to that time, and apprehending that he might move directly from Frederick to Harper’s Ferry, I
deemed it prudent to leave Munford to hold this point until he could be
re-enforced with infantry, and moved Hampton nearer the Potomac.
General McLaws was advised of the situation of affairs, and sent Brig.
Gen. Howell Cobb with his command to hold Crampton Gap. General
Hampton’s command was halted at the south end of South Mountain, and
pickets sent out on the roads toward Point of Eocks and Frederick. I
proceeded, myself, to the headquarters of General McLaws, to acquaint
him with the situation of aflairs, and also to acquaint myself with what
was going on. I went with him to the Maryland Heights, overlooking
Harper’s Ferry, which had not yet fallen. I explained to him the location of the roads in that vicinity, familiar to myself from my connection
with the John Brown raid, and repeatedly urged the importance of his
holding with an infantry picket the road leading from the Ferry by the
Kennedy farm toward Sharpsburg failing, to do which, the entire cavalry force of the enemy at the Ferry, amounting to about 500, escaped
during the night by that very road, and inflicted serious damage on General Longstreet’s train in the course of their flight.
I had ordered Colonel Munford to take command (as the senior officer)
at Crampton’s Gap, and hold it against the enemy at all hazards. Colonel Munford gave similar instructions to the officers commanding the
two fragments of infantry regiments from Mahone’s brigade, then present, and posted the infantry behind a stone wall at the eastern base of
the mountain. [E.P.] Chew’s battery and a section of navy howitzers,
belonging to the Portsmouth Battery, were placed on the slope of the
mountain, and the whole force of cavalry at his command dismounted
and disposed on the flanks as sharpshooters. The enemy soon advanced
with overpowering numbers to assail the position, his force in sight
amounting to a division (Slocum’s) of infantry. They were received with
a rapid and steady fire from our batteries, but continued to advance,
preceded by their sharpshooters, and an engagement ensued between
these and our infantry and dismounted cavalry. Colonel Parham, commanding Mahone’s brigade, soon after arrived with the Sixth and
Twelfth Virginia Infantry, scarcely numbering in all 300 men, and this
small force for at least three hours maintained their position and held
the enemy in check without assistance of any description from General
Semmes, who (Colonel Munford reports) held the next gap below and
witnessed all that took place. General Cobb finally came with two
regiments to the support of the force holding the gap. At his request
Colonel Munford xiosted the new regiment, when the infantry which bad
;

been engaged, having exhausted their ammunition, fell back from their
The enemy took advantage of this circumstance and suddenly
position.
advanced, and the fresh regiments broke before they were well in position.
General Cobb made great efforts to rally them, but without the
least effect, and it was evident that the gai) could no longer be held.
Under these circumstances Colonel Munford (whose artillery had ex-
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every round of ammunition and retired) formed bis command
and moved down the mountain on the Boonsborough road to the point
where the horses of the dismounted sharpshooters were stationed. The
enemy were at the forks of the Harper’s Ferry and Boonsborough roads
before many of the cavalry reached it, the infantry having retired in
great disorder, and the cavalry were the last to give up their position.
In this hot engagement the Second and Twelfth Virginia Cavalry
behaved with commendable coolness and gallantry, inflicting great
injury with their long-range guns upon the enemy, and their exertions
were ably seconded by the troops under Colonel Parham, who held his
position, most gallantly, until overpowered.
Hearing of the attack at Crampton’s Gap, I rode at full speed to reach
that point, and met General Cobb’s command just after dark, retreating

liaiisted

in disorder down Pleasant Valley. He represented the enemy as only
200 yards behind, and in overwhelming force. I immediately halted
his command, and disposed men upon each side of the road to meet the
enemy, and a battery, which I had accidentally met with, was placed
in position commanding the road. The enemy not advancing, I sent
out parties to reconnoiter, who found no enemy within a mile. Pickets
were thrown out, and the command was left in partial repose for the
night.

The next morning, more infantry and a portion of the cavalry having
been brought up to this point, preparations were made to repulse any
attack, Maj. Gen. E. H. Anderson being now in immediate command at
The battle of Boonsborough, or South Mountain, having
this point.
taken place the evening previous, resulted unfavorably to us, and the
troops occupying that line were on the march to Sharpsburg. The garrison at Harper’s Ferry surrendered during the forenoon. Late on the
afternoon previous. Brig. Gen. Fitz. Lee arrived at Boonsborough and
reported to the commanding general, having been unable to accomplish
the object of his mission, which his report will more fully explain. His
command was assigned to the important and difiicult duty of occupying
the line of battle of the infantry, to enable it to withdraw during the
night and early next morning his command was charged with bringing
up the rear of that column to Sharpsburg, while Hampton accomplished
the same for McLaws’ command, moving out of Pleasant Valley to
Harper’s Ferry.
I reported, in person, to General Jackson at Harper’s Ferry, and thence
rode, at his request, to the commanding general, at Sharpsburg, to communicate to him General Jackson’s news and information. Our army
being in line of battle on the heights overlooking the Antietam, I was
assigned to the left, where Brig. Gen. Fitz. Lee’s brigade took position
after his severe engagement near Boonsborough between the enemy and
his rear guard, Munford’s small command being on the right.
On the afternoon of the 16th the enemy was discovered moving a
column across the Antietam to the pike, with the view of turning our left
beyond the Hunkard church. This was duly reported and the movement watched. A little skirmishing took place before night. I moved
the cavalry still farther to the left, making way for our infantry, and
crowned a commanding hill with artillery, ready for the attack in the
morning. General Jackson had arrived in time from Harper’s Ferry,
with a part of his command, on the night before, to take position on this
line, and the attack began very early next morning.
The cavalry was
held as a support for the artillery, which was very advantageously posted
so as to bring an enfilading fire upon the enemy’s right.
About this time Lieut. Col. John T, Thornton, of the Third Virginia
;
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Cavalry, was mortally wounded at the head of his regiment. To the
service he was a brave and devoted member. In him one of the brightest
ornameats of the State has fallen.
This fire was kept up with terrible effect upon the enemy, and the position of the artillery being somewhat endangered, Early’s brigade was
sent to me by General Jackson as additional support. The enemy had
advanced too far into the woods near the Dunkard church for the fire
to be continued without danger of harming our own men. I accordingly
withdrew the batteries to a position farther to the rear, where our own
line could be seen, and ordered General Early to rejoin his division, with
the exception of the Thirteenth Virginia Infantry, commanded by Captain
[F. Y.] Winston, which was retained as a support for the artillery.
The
artillery opened from its new position, at close range, upon the enemy
with still more terrible effect than before. The Thirteenth Virginia InEarly’s divisfantry, being within musket range, did telling execution.
ion now pouring a deadly fire into their front, while the artillery and its
support were bearing so heavily upon their flank, the enemy soon broke
in confusion, and were pursued for half a mile along the Williamsport
turnpike. I recognized in this pursuit part of Barksdale’s and part of
Semmes’ brigades 5 and I also got hold of one regiment of Eansom’s brigade, which I posted in an advantageous position on the extreme left
flank after the pursuit had been checked by the enemy’s reserve artillery coming into action. Having informed General Jackson of what
had transpired, I was directed by him to hold this advance position,
and that he would send all the infantry he could get in order to follow
up the success. I executed this order, keeping the cavalry well out to
the left, and awaiting the arrival of re-enforcements. These re-enforcements were, however, diverted to another part of the fleld, and no further
engagement took place on this part of the field beyond a desultory artillery

fire.

On

was determined, the enemy not again attacking,
In this movement I was honored with the
advance. In endeavoring to pass along up the river bank, however, I
found that the river made such an abrupt bend that the enemy’s batteries were within 800 yards of the brink of the stream, which would
have made it impossible to have succeeded in the movement proposed,
and it was accordingly abandoned.
The commanding general having decided to recross the Potomac, the
delicate and difficult duty of covering this movement was assigned to
Brig. Gen. Fitz. Lee, while I was directed to ford the river that afternoon
with Hampton’s brigade at an obscure ford, and, proceeding to Willthe next day

it

to turn the enemy’s right.

iamsport, cross the river again at that point, so as to create a diversion
in favor of the movement of the army. Hampton’s brigade did not reach
the ford until dark, and, as the ford was very obscure and rough, many
got over their depth and had to swim the river. The duty assigned to
Brig. Gen. Fitz. Lee was accomplished with entire success, and he withdrew his command safely to the south side of the Potomac on the morning of the 19th.
Hampton’s brigade crossed the Potomac a short distance above Williamsport, while a part of the Twelfth Virginia Cavalry dashed across
the river immediately at Williamsport, chasing a few of the enemy’s
pickets from the place. I was also aided in this demonstration by a
battalion of infantry under Captain [W. W.] Eandolph, of the Second
Virginia ; also by a detachment of the Eleventh Georgia, and, it may
be, by small detachments of other regiments, and a section of the Salem
Artillery and one of the Second Company Howitzers. The bridge over
the canal was destroyed, but a very good road was constructed without
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much labor under the aqueduct over the Oonacocheague. Having moved
out the command, including Hampton’s brigade, upon the ridges overlooking Williamsport, active demonstrations were made toward the
enemy.
the 20th the enemy were drawn toward my position in heavy
Couch’s division in advance. Showing a bold front, we maintained
our position and kept the enemy at bay until dark, when, having skirmished all day, we withdrew to the south bank of the Potomac without

On

force.

loss.

During the Maryland campaign my command did not suffer on any
much as their comrades of other arms, but theirs was the
sleepless watch and the harassing daily jpetiie guerre^ in which the aggregate of casualties for the month sums up heavily. There was not a single
day, from the time my command crossed the Potomac until it recrossed,
that it was not engaged with the enemy, and at Sharpsburg was several
times subjected to severe shelling. Their services were indispensable
to every success attained, and the officers and men of the cavalry division
recur with jjride to the Maryland campaign of 1862.
I regret exceedingly that I have not the uteans of speaking more in
detail of the brave men of other commands, whose meritorious conduct
was witnessed both at Sharpsburg and Williamsport, but whose names,
owing to the lapse of time, cannot be now recalled, and I have no reports
to assist me. Brigadier-General Early, at the former place, behaved
with great coolness and good judgment, particularly after he came in
command of his division, and Col. (since General) William Smith,
Forty-ninth Virginia Infantry, was conspicuously brave and self-posOne of the regiments of Eansom’s brigade, also becoming desessed.
tached from the brigade, behaved with great gallantry, and for a long
time held an important detached position on the extreme left, unaided.
The gallant Pelham displayed all those noble qualities which have
made him immortal. He had under his command batteries from every
portion of Geueral Jackson’s command. The batteries of Poague, Pegram, and Carrington (the only ones which now recur to me) did splendid
service, as also did the Stuart Horse Artillery, all under Pelham.
The
hill, held on the extreme left so long and so gallantly by artillery alone,
was essential to the maintenance of our position.
Maj. H4ros von Borcke displayed his usual skill, courage, and energy.
His example was highly valuable to the troops.
Cadet W. Q. Hullihen, C. S. Army, was particularly distinguished on
the field of Sharpsburg- for his coolness and his valuable services as
acting aide-de-camp. I deem it proper to mention here, also, a younglad named Eandolph, of Fauquier, who, apparently about twelve years
of age, brought me several messages from General Jackson under circumstances of great personal peril, and delivered his dispatches with a
clearness and intelligence highly creditable to him.
one day as

Private E. T. Clingan, Company G, Cobb’s Georgia Legion, one of my
was killed while behaving with the most conspicuous bravery,
having borrowed a horse to ride to the field. He had been sent to post
a battery of artillery from his native State.
Captain [E. E.] Frayser, Signal Corps, rendered important services to
the commanding general from a mountain overlooking the enemy on the
couriers,

Antietam.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. E. B. STUAET,
*

Major-General.
Col. E.

H. Chilton,

Chief of Staffs

Army

of Northern Virginia.
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No. 207.
Reports of Brig. Gen.

Wade Hampto^ij

brigade.,

C. S. Army.,

commanding cavalry

of operations September 2-20.

Headquarters Cavalry Brigade,
October 25, 1862.

Major

In accordance with the orders of Major-General Stuart that
I should give a report of the operations of my brigade since it joined
the division in September, I beg to forward the accompanying reports:
I shall confine myself in these papers to such matters as I deem of
sufficient importance to deserve mention.
1 reported to General Stuart, and was at once
On the morning of
taken by him to Flint Hill, near Fairfax Court-House, which was found
to be in the possession of the enemy. After some firing of artillery and
sharpshooters the enemy retired, and were followed by my brigade with
two pieces belonging to Stuart’s Horse Artillery. The enemy were soon
overtaken, when the rifle piece of Captain Pelham opened on them with
As soon as the cavalry could
effect, scattering them in every direction.
be brought forward, I pursued them, taking a few prisoners but, owing
to the darkness, my pursuit had to be very slow and cautious. The
enemy placed some guns and infantry so as to command the road, and
opened fire from the woods as I advanced. Having no artillery then with
me, I withdrew the brigade, having lost one man so severely wounded
that he died the next day.
Early the next morning we moved on toward Dranesville, taking a
few prisoners along the road. From this point we were ordered to Leesburg, where, after halting a few hours, we proceeded to the Potomac,
which we crossed on the afternoon of September 5, and marched to
Poolesville, where we halted for the night.
The next day we moved to Urbana, in which neighborhood the brigade
remained for several days, having various little skirmishes with the
enemy near 3mttstown, driving them back on every occasion. Leaving
Urbana, the brigade followed the main armj^ to Fredericktown, which
place I was directed to hold after our army passed through. My pickets
were thrown out on the various roads leading to the city, and I was
notified about middaj^ on September 12 that the enemj^ in heavy force
was advancing on the National road. Having two squadrons on picket
at the bridge over the Monocacy (on the road from Urbana) and near
that point, it was of the utmost consequence that I should hold the approaches to the city by the National road until these squadrons could
be withdra wn. With this object in view, I took one rifled gun to the assistance of the two gnns which were on the pike, and placed a squadron
of the Second South Carolina Regiment to support the battery. This
squadron was under command of Lieutenant Meighan, who had been
skirmishing with the enemy since he had crossed the Monocacy. The
enemy opened fire on this squadron, killing 2 of the men. Finding
that my other squadrons were coming in, I withdrew slowlj" to the city,
sending my guns to occupy a position which would command the road
from the city to the foot of the mountain.
In the mean time the enemy had planted a gun in the suburbs of the
city, and, with unparalleled atrocity, fired into the city along its crowded
This gun was supported by a regiment and a half of infantry
streets.
and a part of a regiment of cavalry. To secure a safe retreat for my
brigade, it was necessary to dislodge this force. I therefore ordered
Lieutenant Meighan to charge with his squadron, while I brought the
brigade to his support. This order was most gallantly carried out, the
:

;

H

:
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squadron, accompanied by the provost- marshal guard of 40 men from
the diflerent regiments, under Captain [J.F.j Waring, Jeff. Davis Legion,
all under the immediate direction of Colonel Butler, and led by Lieutenant Meighan, charged the enemy, scattered them in every direction,
killing and wounding many, taking 10 prisoners, among them Colonel
Moor, Twenty-eighth Ohio Eegiment, and capturing the gun. Unfortunately, five of the horses attached to this gun were killed, so that it could
not be removed. In the published accounts of the enemy they admit
the loss of this gun and the repulse of their force.
I beg to commend most favorably the conduct of the Second South
Carolina Eegiment on this occasion. They were ably and gallantly led
by Colonel Butler. Especial praise is due to the squadron of Lieutenant Meighan, which had never been under fire before, and yet no troops
could have behaved better. Captain Waring, with the provost guard,
participated in this brilliant charge. So successful was the charge and
so complete the repulse of the enemy that no further attempt to molest
me was made, and I withdrew the brigade, at a walk, from the city, bringing off my prisoners. Leaving Lieutenant-Colonel Martin with his command and two guns to picket at the gap of the mountain that night, I
took the brigade to Middletown, where we bivouacked that night.
The operations of the brigade on the next and the ensuing days I
reserve for another report.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WADE

HAMPTOI^,
Brigadier- General.

Major [N. E.] Fitzhugh,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Martinsburg, W. Va.,

October 31, 1862.

beg to present the following report of the operations of my
brigade on the morning of September 13, and the few days subsequent
As already reported to you, the brigade encamped on the night of September 12 near Middletown, leaving the Jeff*. Davis Legion, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Martin, to picket the National road on the
gap of the mountain between Frederick City and Middletown.
At daylight. on the morning of September 13 the enemy made his appearance and attempted to force his way across the mountain. His advance guard being driven back, he planted a battery on the pike and
opened fire on [Lieutenant-JColonel Martin. Captain [J. F.] Hart, with a
section of rifled guns, had* been sent to [Lieutenant-] Colonel Martin, and
he returned the fire of the enemy with good effect, forcing him to change
his position more than once. In the mean time skirmishers on both
sides had become actively engaged, and the fight was kept up until 2
p. in., when the enemy gained a position which commanded Hart’s guns,
as well as the road. I ordered the guns withdrawn and placed in position near Middletown. The brigade then took position in rear of them,
waiting the approach of the enemy, who soon appeared in force crossing
the mountain. A brisk artillery fire took place on both sides, and the
sharpshooters of the two forces also became engaged. Having held the
enemy in check sufficiently long to accomplish the objects desired by
General Stuart, I was directed by him to withdraw my command in the
direction of Burkittsville, sending my guns and [Lieutenant-] Colonel
Martin’s command on to Boonsborough.
The First North Carolina Eegiment, under command of Colonel Baker,
was the rear guard of the brigade during the fight at Middletown, and

Major

:

I

824

OPERATIONS IN

N. VA.,

W.

VA., MD.j

AND

PA.

[Chap.

XXXI.

officers and men conducted themselves to my perfect satisfaction.
They were exposed to a severe fire of artillery and musketry, which
they bore without flinching, nor was there the slightest confusion in the
ranks. They lost 8 men wounded and 3 missing. Captain Siler, a gallant officer, was among the wounded, having his leg broken. He was
brought off, but, as his wound became painful, he was left at Boons-

both

borough.
Before leaving this part of my report, I beg to commend the conduct
of Lieutenant-Colonel Martin and his command while he held the gap
of the mountain. The men of [Lieutenant-JColonel Martin fought with
their accustomed gallantry, and they were ably supported by a portion of
the North Carolina Regiment, who had been detailed as sharpshooters.
[Lieutenant-]Colonel Martin on this occasion, as on all others, conducted
himself as a gallant and able officer.
After withdrawing the brigade from Middletown, I proceeded toward
Burkittsville, where 1 expected to form a junction with Colonel Munford.
On the road to this place I discovered, on a road parallel to the one on
which we were, a regiment of Yankee cavalry. Taking the Cobb Legion
with me, I directed Lieutenant-Colonel Young to charge this regiment.
This order was carried out in gallant style, the legion crossing sabers
with the Yankees and chasing them some distance. Rive prisoners were
taken, while a published account of the Yankees now before me admits
a loss of 30 killed and wounded. The prisoners .taken belonged to the
Third Indiana and the Eighth Illinois. [Lieutenant-JColonel Young, who
led the charge, received a painful wound in the leg, and Captain [G. J.]
Wright, whose company was in the advance, was wounded in the arm.
Our loss was 4 killed and 9 wounded. Among the former I regret to
have to mention Lieutenant Marshall and Sergeant Barksdale. I take
pleasure in calling attention to the behavior of this command. Colonel
Young led with great gallantry, and, after his fall. Major Helony. After
driving in this cavalry, I moved on to Burkittsville, where we remained
during the night of September 13.
On the morning of the 14th I was ordered by General Stuart to proceed in the direction of Knoxville, to cover the front of General McLaws.
We remained here until the morning of the 16th, covering the crossing of the division of General McLaws into Harper’s Ferry. Passing
through this place, we recrossed the Potomac on the morning of thelTth,
and reported to General Stuart near Sharpsburg during the battle of
that day.
On the night of the 18th we crossed into Virginia marched all night.
The next day crossed the Potomac at Mason’s Ford into Maryland. On
the afternoon of the 19th joined General Stuart at Williamsport.
On the 20th, in attempting to advance, 1 was met by a large force of
cavalry, which was afterward re-enforced by a division of infantry.
As the enemy were advancing in heavy force on the roads leading to
the town. General Stuart ordered me to withdraw across the river at
night. This was successfully accomplished, and the brigade took posiSince that time no movement of interest
tion near the Sulphur Spring.
has occurred except the expedition into Pennsylvania, of which a report
has already been made.
I have thus given a summary of the operations of my command, as
directed to do by General Stuart.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
;

WADE HAMPTON,

Brigadier- General,

Major Fitzhugh,
Assistant Adjutant- General,
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Reports of Col. Thomas T. Munford., Second Virginia Cavalry^ commanding brigade^ of operations September 4-20.

[October 16 ?],
#

«

#

#

«

1862.
*

On tlie 4t]i [of September*] I was ordered to take command of the
brigade [Eobertson^s], then en route iov Maryland. I joined General
Stuart at Urbana, and, on the morning of September 8, 1 was ordered to
Poolesville, with instructions to drive the enemy from that place. My
advance guard had just entered the place when the enemy appeared in
I
force, with three regiments of cavalry and four pieces of artillery.
selected an elevated position to the left of the town, and, as soon as they
came within range, opened on them. In a few moments they replied
with two heavy pieces, and at the same time advanced and drove in my
pickets to the left and rear of my advance gun. Not knowing the country, and having had but a few moments’ notice, I had some difficulty in
extricating my guns, one a howitzer, the other a Blakely. The enemy
charged up near the howitzer, but two rounds of canister sent them
hurriedly back. Captain Myers, commanding the Seventh, charged them
handsomely. They also charged the rifle piece supported by the Twelfth,
portion of his
when Colonel Harman repulsed them with some loss.
regiment behaved very badly. His loss was 8 men, killed, wounded,
and missing. His regiment had been reduced by detail and other causes
to about 75 men. Colonel Harman himself displayed great gallantry,
and, had his command supported him, the result would have been different. Lieutenant-Colonel Burks, temporarily commanding the Second
(all the field officers being away wounded), held the cross-roads and
checked the enemy with his sharpshooters. In this skirmish Private P.
H. Bird, of Company D, was killed, and Sergt. James W. Biggs, of Company C, badly wounded. For three days I held this cross-roads, skirmishing every day, guarding the Sugar Loaf Mountain.
On Thursday, the 11th, General Slocum advanced with his division,
and we fell back to a point 3 miles from Frederick City on the Buckeystown road. I may here state that the Sixth Virginia Cavalry, belonging to the brigade, having been left at Centreville to collect arms, &c.,
was not in Maryland with the brigade. The Seventeenth Battalion was
on detached service, and on the 10th the Seventh Eegiment was ordered
to report to General Jackson. They did not again join the brigade

A

we

recrossed into Virginia.
12th we removed to Jefi'erson. At this point we remained until
the next day, constantly skirmishing with the enemy’s cavalry. The
enemy’s infantry pressing us on three roads, we fell back to Burkittsville.
The enemy advanced on Jefferson by the Point of Eocks road,
on the main road from Poolesville, and by a road over a gap which intersects the road leading to Middletown about IJ miles from Jefferson.
were pursued nearly the whole way to Burkittsville by their cavalry.
had the brigade train to protect. I kept them back with the
sharpshooters of the Second Eegiment, under Captain Holland, and
hurried Colonel Harman’s command on to Burkittsville to protect the road
leading directly from Jefferson to that point. Captain [T. B.] H[olland],
finding himself heavily pressed and with a mere handful of men, made a
dash at a regiment of the enemy’s cavalry, driving them back with loss.
until

On the

We

*

We

Portion of report omitted above relates to operations August 26-September
and is printed in Series I, Vol. XII, Part II, pp. 747-749.
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was wounded and Private

James P. Abbitt, of Company B,

Getting the train safely over Grampton’s Gap, I placed three pieces
of artillery in position and awaited their approach, which was momentarily expected.
After they were repulsed by Captain Holland, General
Hampton, coming in on their rear, drove them off. Not knowing that
General H[ampton] was to come up on that road, and seeing a supposed
enemy, I waited until they were in easy range before ordering the artillery to fire. General H[ampton] perceiving my intention, when the lanyard had been applied and nothing was required but the word “fire” to
be given, a white flag appeared, and I found they were our friends.
remained on the mountain that night, and the next morning received orders from General Stuart to hold the gap at all hazards.
report of what occurred at that place has already been forwarded.
I am, major, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

We

A

THOMAS

T.

MUNFORD,

Colonel Second Virginia Cavalry.

Headquarters Robertson’s Brigade,
Major:

I

OctoUr 3, 1862.
have the honor to report that on September 14 the enemy

drove in my pickets at Burkittsville, and, in accordance with the orders
received from Major-General Stuart, I assumed command at Crampton’s
Gap (as I was the senior officer), and instructed the officers commanding the two fragments of regiments (infantry) of Mahone’s brigade to
hold the post at all hazards.
I posted the infantry behind a stone
wall, at the base of the mountain, and running parallel with it ; the artillery
Chew’s battery and a section of the Portsmouth Battery (boat
howitzers) about half-way up the mountain, in the most eligible position
I could find. I dismounted all the cavalry, and posted them on the right
and left flanks. Finding that the artillery could not reach the enemy
from the position selected, with effect, I retired the two rifle pieces to the
crest of the mountain, and from that elevation poured an effective fire
into their advancing columns. The enemy first advanced his skirmishers and made a demonstration as if he intended attacking the gap held
by General Semmes, but, as both his and my artillery played upon him
with effect, he retired and moved his whole force upon me. As soon as
his skirmishers were deployed, he advanced one regiment of infantry in
In half
line of battle, which was immediately followed by four others.
an hour five other regiments appeared on their left and advanced in the
same way, and in a very short time another brigade appeared in rear of
those who had preceded them. Soon after the skirmishing commenced.
Colonel Parham, commanding Mahone’s brigade, came up with two very
small regiments (Sixth and Twelfth Virginia), scarcely 300 men, which
he soon got in position. General Semmes certainly knew the condition
of things, as his artillery had been used, and he could see what was
going on from his gap. I also sent dispatches to General Cobb, informing him of what was in front of us. For at least three hours this little
(See General
force maintained their position against Slocum’s division.
McClellan’s dispatch of 16th.) After much delay, aud some four couriers had been sent. General Cobb, with two regiments of his brigade,
came up to my support. When the general himself came up, I explained
the position of the troops, and of course turned over to him the command. At his request I posted the two regiments. The first troops,

—

—
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Laving exhausted all their ammunition, began to fall back as soon as
their support came up, Colonel Parham having already partially supWhen the other two regiments of Gen])lied them with ammunition.
eral Cobb’s brigade came up, he again requested me to put them in position, but they behaved badly and did not get in position before the
wildest confusion commenced, the wounded coming to the rear in numbers and more well men coming with them. General Cobb attempted
to rally the men, but without the least effect, and it would have been as
useless to attempt to rally a flock of frightened sheep. Had General
Cobb’s brigade given the support to the first troops engaged which they
deserved, the gap would have been held. The cavalry horses were on the
road leading to Boonsborough, and, having previously retired the artillery on the Harper’s Ferry road (every round of ammunition having
been fired for some time before), I formed my command, and moved down
the moutitain, the infantry still running in great disorder on the Harper’s Ferry road, followed a short distance by the enemy, who were then
between them and the cavalry, who had to go for their horses. The

enemy was

at the forks of these roads before

many

of the cavalry,

who

were the last to give up their position.
The Second Virginia Cavalry lost 1 man killed (Peter Bird, Company
D) and 2 men wounded.
Had General Cohb come up in time, the result might have been otherwise. There were two stone walls at the base of the mountain parallel
to each other, and one commanding the other, which could have been
held against great odds had the troops been in position.
It affords me great pleasure to commend Colonel Parham as a gallant
and efficient officer he did everything in his power to hold his position,
and his little command fought splendidly.
Captain Chew used his guns with great coolness and effect, and his
battery only retired when he had exhausted every round of ammunition.
The guns of the Portsmouth Battery were of too short range to be
j

effective.

The cavalry (Second and Twelfth) behaved splendidly under the fire
they were placed, and did good service with their rifles.
Colonel Parham’s loss must have been heavy, as they were a long time
engaged, and the firing was as heavy as I ever heard.
I have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

THOMAS
Colonel^

T.

MUNFORD,

Commanding Brigade.

Maj. J. T. W. Hairston,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

March

My Dear General

4,

1863.

was ordered off on a scout on Monday, and
did not get back until Thursday, and the papers 1 sent for did not arrive
until to night.
I can give a synopsis of our operations only, as I was
lirst under General Ewell, then General G. H. Steuart, then General
Ashby, then for a short time had the brigade myself, then under General Robertson, and frequently on detached service.
I have omitted all
from the time we started to Richmond until we returned and started from
:

I

Waterloo Bridge.

The fight we had at Crampton’s Gap was the heaviest I ever engaged
and the cavalry fought here with pistols against rifles. I have sent

in,

my report

to General Stuart,

but cannot furnish

it

now uiitil

I

hear from
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him, and do not know that it would amount to anything except to show
you that your cavalry were not idle.
In Maryland we lived on green corn, principally, for both men and
horses, and our valley campaign was one of constant toil.
I have failed to mention any of the officers who have won a good
name by their gallant services.* Captain [E. P.] Chew, as true as steel,
and ever ready, deserves to be mentioned. Col. O. E. Funsten is a noble
man, and General Jones’ brigade is second to none I have ever yet seen,
in point of mettle.
Please accept my apology for the delay. I had sent in my reports to
Major-General Stuart, by his order, and would have sent them to you
had I not been ordered to send them to him. I have lost my notes, as
I did not think they would ever be called for again.
With my best wishes, I am, as ever, your friend and obedient servant,

THOMAS

Lieut. Gen.

Thomas

J.

T.

MUNFOED

Jackson.

—General

Stuart has my report of the Crampton’s Gap fight,
you have not completed your Maryland campaign, I should like
for you to see it, as several of my regiment sealed with their lives the
love of country on that rugged mountain side.
P.
and,

S.

if

[T. T.

M.]

No. 209.
Report of Brig, Gen, Beverly H, Bohertson, C. S, Army, eommanding eavairy, of operations September 4.

In

Camp near Garysburg,

N.

C.,

October 12, 1862.

Sir In compliance with instructions received on the morning of September 4, with the Seventh and Twelfth Eegiments Virginia Cavalry
and three pieces of Chew’s battery I proceeded in the direction of Falls
Church, to make a demonstration against the enemy and hold him in
check while our army was crossing the Potomac above. The enemy’s
pickets were encountered between Vienna and Lewinsville, and driven
in after a brisk skirmish, in which the enemy lost 3 killed. After posting a portion of my command and one piece of artillery near Lewiusville to prevent surprise, I opened fire with the other two pieces from
the hill overlooking the church, to the right of the main road, where, in
a conspicuous position, I had placed my cavalry. The enemy replied
with two guns, and the firing was kept up until nearly sundown. About
that time several of the enemy’s regiments were seen advancing toward
the church from Taylor’s Hill, at which point they seemed to be collecting from various directions.
The object of the reconnaissance having been fully accomplished, in
accordance with my verbal instructions I withdrew the command at
:

dark.

Very

respectfully, sir,

your obedient servant,
B. H. EOBEETSON,
Brigadier- General,

Commanding

Assistant Adjutant-General,
Hdqrs, Cavalry Division,

Army of Northern

Virginia,

Cavalry,

,

:
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No. 210.
Report of Brig. Gen. William N. Pendleton., C. S. Army, GMef of Artillery
of operations August 20-September 24.

Headquarters Artillery Corps,
September 24, 1862.

General I have the honor to report the part performed by my command and by myself in the recent operations of our army, and especially
as to service rendered in defending the Potomac Ford at Shepherdstown, in connection with General Jackson’s capture of Harper’s Ferry
and the battle of Sharpsburg
In obedience to orders from the War Department on August 19, my
immediate command moved from Eichmond on the 20th to co-operate
with the forces on the North Anna Eiver, and, in compliance with your
own direction, it marched forward with that entire force toward your
front lines on the 26th.
By request of the President, my personal progress to join you was
more rapid than that of the column. After bestowing a day upon
requisite arrangements, I committed the General Eeserve Artillery to
Lieutenant-Colonel Cutts, under the senior general, D. H. Hill, and hastened on to your headquarters. Some uncertainty as to the route, amid
the changing scenes of the occasion, and an enfeebling disease, in part
retarded my progress, though, with medical aid, I ceaselessly pressed
on ; so that not until after midday Saturday, August 30, could 1 reach
you, on the memorable battle-field of that day, near Manassas (second
Manassas). Having reported and delivered messages from the President, I was kindly urged by you to seek some convenient place in the
rear, where rest and medical treatment might relieve the disorder then
prostrating me. This, after witnessing the battle for perhaps two hours
with intense interest, I found myself compelled to do ; and under the
hospitable roof of Mr. Foote, robbed though he had been of almost
everything by the unscrupulous enemy, received for a few days the kind:

est attention.

On Wednesday, September 3, my command had arrived at* Sudley,
and, though still unwell, I joined it and marched with the troops to Leesburg. There, besides other work, I had, preparatory to crossing into
Maryland, to arrange for sifting out the reduced and strengthening the
more efficient batteries in all the artillery battalions with this part of our
army. Physical exhaustion rendered this task scarce less than severe.
Major Eichardson was left in charge of the batteries, sections, feeble
horses, &c., detained, with orders to take them to the neighborhood of
Winchester, and there establish a depot for the recruiting of horses, &c.,
while the battalions of Lieutenant-Colonel Cutts and Major Nelson were
prepared for advancing.
Sunday, September 7, with the portions of these two battalions not
detailed on special duty, 1 proceeded to the neighborhood of Frederick,
Md., and there reported on the morning of the 8th.
On Wednesday, 10th, the command, excluding Lieutenant-Colonel
Cutts’ battalion, which had been assigned to duty with General D. H.
Hill’s division, and including the battalions of Col. J. T. Brown, of Maj.
William Nelson, and of Col. S. D. Lee, who had then reported to me,
marched with the army toward Hagerstown.
Sunday morning, 14th, we were summoned to return toward Boonsborough, the enemy having advanced upon General D. H. Hill. When
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and reported to you a sliort distance from the battle-field, you
directed me to place in position on the heights of Beaver Creek the
several batteries of my command. This was accordingly done, just be-

I arrived

At midnight

I was again summoned to your headquarCol. S. D. Lee, with his battalion, on the road
to Centreville [Keedysville], and to take the residue of my command by
the shortest route to Williamsport and across the Potomac, and then to
enter upon the duty of guarding the fords of that river.
By sunrise, Monday, 15th, we had reached the intersection of the
Hagerstown, Sharpsburg, Boonsborough, and Williamsport roads, and
there received reliable intelligence of a large cavalry force of the enemy
not far ahead of us. I immediately posted guns to the front and on the
flank, sent messengers to General Toombs, understood to be at Sharpsburg, for a regiment or two of infantry, set to work collecting a band of
armed stragglers, and sent scouts to the front. These latter soon returned and reported the road clear for some 2 miles. I therefore determined to advance cautiously, without waiting for infantry, in order to protect the large wagon train proceeding by the Hagerstown road through
Williamsport. The cavalry, which consisted of three regiments, escaped

fore nightfall.
ters,

and directed to send

from Harper’s Ferry, crossed our road perhaps less than an hour ahead
of us. We thus narrowly missed a rather strange encounter. My purpose was, of course, if we met, to attempt the destruction of those retiring invaders.
Having crossed the Williamsport Ford, I assigned to Colonel Brown
its defense and that of another a mile or more lower down, and proceeded with the remaining battalion (Major NTelson’s) to the neighborhood of Shei^herdstown.
By 10 o’clock of the 16th the guns were here in position on the heights
overlooking the ford, a mile below the town, and the passage was thenceforward assiduously guarded.
Here other and arduous duties devolved upon the command and upon
myself. By night or by day much labor was needed on the road the
passage of troops had to be facilitated, and important dispatches forwarded in different directions, all rendered the more essential toward
General Jackson hastening to Sharpsburg after capturing Harper’s
Ferry. This continued through the 17th, while the battle (Sharpsburg)
was raging, and during the night ; especially in my having to meet a
requisition for all the long-range guns that could be obtained and possibly spared from the fords. Instructions also reached me to have apprehended and sent forward all stragglers.
On the 18th arrangements had to be made for meeting a demonstration of the enemy reported at Shepherd’s Ford, 4 miles above. Some
cavalry and a small infantry force of collected stragglers, duly organized
While engaged in
for the occasion, were sent thither with a battery.
these duties I was again summoned to aid in repairing roads and facilitating the passage of troops. The difficult achievement of recrossing
our army, with its extensive train, over that single ford, during the night,
and the enemy close at hand, having been resolved upon, every available man and officer of my immediate command, and such others as could
be gathered, were at once set to work removing obstructions, preventing
collisions, having lights at hand as needed, and promoting the orderly
movement of vehicles on the several routes.
After a night thus spent, Major Nelson and myself were, by dawn
Friday, 19th, in saddle, for the purpose of securing guns from some of
the artillery that had crossed, and placing them in position to aid in
;
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repelling the enemy when he should appear. Forty* four guns were thus
10secured; of these "the character, position, &c., were as follows:
pounder Parrott and two other rifles, under Captain Maurin, on the right
hand height, 200 or 300 yards from the river; next him, on the left, a
10-pounder Parrott, under Lieutenant Maddox. On his left, Captain
Milledge had four 3-inch rifles and a 12-pounder howitzer. Next to Captain Milledge, Captain [W. H.] Chapman was placed, with one rifle and
one Napoleon. On the left of these, and on the brow of the cliif overlooking the ford, and to rake it and its approaches, Capt. M.- Johnson
was placed with two 6-pounders and two howitzers. These dispositions
were all below the road leading directly from the fold, along a ravine,
to the interior. Above that road Captain Kirkpatrick, with two 6pounders and two 12-pounder howitzers, occupied the brow of the cliff,
to cross fire with Captain Johnson upon the ford and its approaches.
On Captain Kirkpatrick’s left, and for a like purpose, was placed
Captain Huckstep’s battery of four 6-pouuders. On an eminence to his
left were planted two 10-pounder Parrotts, of Captain Braxton’s battery.
Still farther to the left, and on an elevation more commanding, though
farther from the river, were located an effective 12-pounder Whitworth,

A

under Captain Barnwell, my ordnance officer, and two 10-pounder ParNearer to the river, and still to the left,
rotts, under Captain Hardaway.
positions were, by Colonel Long, assigned to a battery of four 6-pounders,
to sweep the road on the opposite shore and, to their left, two 10-pounder
;

Parrotts, of a Louisiana battery (the names of their officers are not remembered). There being no favorable positions for other guns, the eleven
remaining of the forty-four mentioned were removed beyond range, to be
called up if required.
These arrangements had not been all completed, when, about 8 a. m.
of the 19th, the enemy appeared on the distant heights opposite, and
found our army entirely and safely across the ford, and on the Virginia
side of the Potomac. They soon brought up and opened artillery much
exceeding ours in weight. Still, our rifles did excellent service in keeping at bay for hours the entire hostile host, artillery, cavalry, and infantry, which, in various positions, appeared; care being taken not to
waste ammunition in mere long-range exchanges of shot. Our troops
that had been briefly resting in the valleys were now ordered farther
inland, to be out of reach of the shells, &c., so numerously hurled by the
enemy, yet neg^r enough to turn readily upon and perhaps destroy the
adverse army should it force the passage of the river and take position

between

it

and our

forces.

From

yourself, I received instructions to hold the position all that day
and the night succeeding, unless the pressure should become too great,
in which event 1 was, at my discretion, to withdraw after dark, it being
most unlikely that a discreet commander would then risk the destruction of his entire army by getting it across in the night, and being assailed when in disorder next morning, with such a river behind him.
Should I find it best at pightfall to withdraw, I was to follow the track
of our army. I was informed also that two brigades of infantry would
remain as a support to the ford, defending artillery (those of Generals

Armistead and Lawton) thesecommanded,theformer by Colonel Hodges
and the latter by Colonel Lamar. They were to picket the ford, and,
screening themselves as well as possible, to act as sharpshooters on the
bank. I was, by General Longstreet, requested to take charge of these
brigades.
I did so, and instructed the colonels commanding to keep
their force at the ford strong, vigilant, and as well sheltered as occasion
;
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allowed, and to have the residue well in hand, back of adjacent hills, for
protection, till needed.
directions were also given them not to fire
merely in reply to shots from the other side, but only to repel any attempt at crossing, and to guard the ford.
own position was chosen
at a point central, moderately protected by conformation of ground, at
the same time commanding the general view and accessible from every
direction, with as little exposure of messengers as any one place in such
a scene could be. And here, except when some personal inspection or
order had to be given requiring temporary absence, I remained for best
service throughout the day.
During most of the forenoon the enemy^s fire was furious, and, under
cover of it, in spite of persistent vigor on the part of our batteries, a
heavy body of sharpshooters gained the canal bank on the northern
and hostile side of the river. This proved to us an evil not slightly
trying, since it exposed our nearer cannoneers to be picked off, when
serving their guns, by the enemy^s effective infantry rifles.
From the advanced batteries on the left I was, therefore, applied to
for some infantry to counteract in part this evil, by availing themselves
of any cover at hand to serve as sharpshooters on that part of our side.
I accordingly ordered to the duty 200 of the infantry in reserve.
After some time, the cavalry officer commanding at the ford, 2 miles
below, notified me that the enemy was before him in force; had planted
a powerful battery, and could not be prevented crossing unless I sent
him some infantry. Considering the importance of thus securing our
flank, I judged it proper to send him also an infantry force of between
100 and 200 men. Of the extent of loss at Sharpsburg from the two
brigades left with me, and of their consequent very small numbers all
told, I had not been informed when their assignment to my direction
was made. In providing, therefore, for protecting right and left, as
described, I was not aware of infantry weakness for the ford itself.
This was, however, as the evening progressed, made to me only too cerThe enemy^s fire, which had for a season relaxed, became fiercer
tain.
than before, and so directed as to rake most of the hollows, as well as
the hills, we occupied. At the same time their infantry at the canal
breastwork was much increased, and the crack of their sharpshooters

My

My

roll of musketry.
Colonels Lamar and Hodges
both reported to me that the pressure on their small force, the whole of
which remaining I had ordered to the river, and the sum .total when all
were there was, they informed me, scarcely 300, was becoming too great
to be borne. I directed them to hold on an hour longer; sunset was at
hand, and I had communicated with Colonel Munford, who promised
at dark to be with us ; that by that time I would have the batteries
withdrawn they should, after due notice, retire next the batteries, and
the cavalry should fall in between them and the enemy, so that all
would get rightly out. This plan, I judged it, under the circumstances,
best on the whole to adopt, in the discretion left with me, as the reason
of the case already indicated seemed not to justify the sacrifice incident
to utmost resistance against any crossing. While these directions were
passing, the commanders of battery after battery notified me that their
ammunition was exhausted, and that they were thus exposed to small
purpose. Their request for permission to retire, under such circumstances, it was not deemed wise to grant wherever the movement could
be seen by the enemy; in case where they could get back unseen, it
was sanctioned. Instructions were sent to each battery, besides, to retire
in specified order, as dusk deepened to conceal them in so doing. It

became a continuous

;
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was, of course, a critical and anxious hour, inasmuch as a dashing force
might, on the necessary reduction of our fire, get across and capture
some of our longest-served and latest-removed guns.
Deep dusk had uoav arrived certain batteries, as allowed, were on their
way iidand, while others, as directed, were well using ammunition still
on hand. My own position was taken near the pointof chief importan(M‘,
directly back from the ford, so that I might the better know of and (;onThe members of my stalf vigorously
trol each requisite operation.
seconded my endeavors, under furious fire, in carrying orders and su])ei*visin^ their fulfillment, and everything appeared likely, under favoriiig
Providence, to result in effecting the withdrawal planned.
This prospect was, however, suddenly changed.
number of infantrymen rushed rapidly by the point I occupied. Arresting them, 1 learned
that they were of the sharpshooters who held guard at the ford that
their body had all given way, and that some of the enemy were already
on our side of the river. Worn as were these men, their state of disorder,
akin to panic, was not, justly, to be met with harshness. They were, however, encouraged to be steady and useful in checking disorder, and
affording such tokens as they might, in the settling dark, of force, to
make the enemy cautious. No other means had I of keeping back an
advance. All my staff* were, at the moment, absent but two, one of whom
was instantly sent to find, as carefully as possible, the state of facts
toward the ford the other, to secure the orderly retirement of the last
batteries and of everything attached to my own headquarters, evidences
being unmistakable that the reported crossing was in part a fact. My
personal situation was all the while necessarily much exposed, and now
to easy capture, accessible as it was to cavalry in a few moments, should
such have crossed and be coming forward.
The arrival of our own cavalry being now unlikely, I had to determine, at once, what duty required of myself. The enemy would doubtless adopt one of two courses
either, shrinking from hidden danger,
cautiously proceed only 100 or 200 yards, or, more adventurous, push
on a force along the chief road as he could find it. In the former
case, our guns, &c., would, as considerately instructed, get fairly out of
reach, and this was, in the main, my expectation 5 still, the other course,
a pushing hostile force, had to be provided for. I therefore proceeded
to a point in the road probably not then reached by any party of the
enemy, on foot and leading my horse, and accompanied by my adjutant
and ordnance sergeant, who had rejoined me, along a path still thundered
over by the enemy’s shells and crossing the road inland from the river.
Those shells were obviously indicative of no intended advance of any
considerable body of the enemy ; firing on their own troops thus would
scarcely be risked. Along the road I found the rear of our artillery
column properly moving. Mounting here, I rode with the column and
employed the two young officers in moving our hospital camp and enforcing order along the entire column.
While thus proceeding, I learned that General Pryor was resting not
far ahead with the division under his command. Finding him perhaps
within 2 miles of the river, I made known to him the state of facts, and
asked of him a detail to go back with me that I might at least, were
any guns captured, recover them, or, endangered, secure them. The
general thought the responsibility too serious for him to assume, and
requested me to refer the matter to General Hood, supposed near. General Hood’s staff* was found on the march, but himself, unwell, I was
told, I did not see.
No one could inform me where General Longstreet
j

A

;

;

;
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To find yourself, then, was clearly my next duty. This, in the
was.
extreme darkness and amid the intricacies of unknown routes, proved
a task of no little difficulty and delay. At length, succeeding, and
making known to you the main facts, I was instructed to do no more
till morning, when measures would be taken suited to circumstances,
and meantime to secure a few hours of necessary rest. Early the next
morning I had the privilege of accompanying a force, under General
Jackson, sent to punish the enemy of attending that honored officer and
friend in the exposure incident to his command, and of witnessing the
destructive chastisement inflicted upon the several thousands that had
crossed and remained on the south side of the river. Under the immediate orders of General A. P. Hill, his division made upon that doomed
body of the enemy a resistless charge, to their actual extermination.
The furious fire of the enemy from beyond the Potomac, though necessarily harmful at first, proved far less damaging than it must otherwise
have been, because such direction had to be given their pieces as to
;

spare their own troops receiving the charge.
This severe work having been accomplished, I found that but four of
our pieces had been lost. These, their horses being killed and the men
being too weary to drag them away, had been spiked and left. They
were, next morning, found by the enemy and thrown over the cliffs, before
General Jackson’s arrival to destroy them.
About noon of this day, Saturday, September 20, returning from
Shepherdstown along the Winchester road, about 4 miles on the way, I
joined our batteries, commanded by Major l^elson. With others, similarly instructed by myself, he had been diligently engaged the previous
evening in causing batteries to be withdrawn in order, as directed, and
the anticipated caution of the enemy had allowed them all to get back
with no further damage than the leaving of one gun apiece by each of
four batteries, as already mentioned.
Captain Maurin, an officer of tried merit, was, as said, compelled to
spike and leave a lO-pounder Parrott Captain Milledge, a 12-pounder
brass howitzer Capt.M. Johnson, also a 12-pounder brass howitzer, and
Captain Huckstep, an iron 6-pounder.
The brass howitzer 12-pounder left by Captain Milledge proves, I
regret to report, to have been a gun marked with the coat of arms of
our own commonwealth, and belonging to the Virginia Military Institute,
and to have beeu, on these accounts, especially valued. The Confederate
States Government will, I hope and earnestly recommend, have of it a
fac simile made and returned to the Virginia Military Institute.
Besides these losses, we had, in the batteries, 3 men killed and 4
wounded, and of horses, 26 killed and disabled. What casualties occurred in the infantry under Colonels Lamar and Hodges I have not
been informed. Those officers have reported, I take for granted, through
,*

;

commanders.
That the immense force of the enemy was so effectually kept back
and our army quietly relieved from disturbance by the persistent vigor
and endurance of our comparatively small repelling strength, and with
their division

no greater loss,

is assuredly cause for thankfulness to the Giver of good,
for just appreciation of fidelity on the part of officers and
men who performed the service.
Major Nelson’s cool courage and persistent vigor throughout the day,
and in the trying hour at its close, deserve especial mention. His servCaptains Hardaway, Kirkpatrick, Braxton,
ices were of great value.
Mauriu indeed, every artillery officer from time to time under
eye,

and occasion

—

my

..
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and as otherwise known of by me performed stern duty, I am satisfied
with commendable resolution and skill, as did the men. Captain Barn
well, of my staff, distinguished himself by the efficiency with which, unde
ceaseless exposure to shells hurled at his position, he managed our accurate Whitworth gun. My aide, Lieut. Charles Hatcher, and Sergt. Ma
Robert Jones also deserve honorable mention for the alacrity with
which they bore my messages in every direction under hottest fir(‘.
Other members of my staff were, for the most part, absent on duty previously assigned. To Colonels Lamar and Hodges and the troops they
commanded credit is justly due for the persevering determination witli
which they bore during all the day a fire, doubly galling, of case shot
from the enemy’s cannon and of musketry from the vastly outnumbei
ing infantry force sheltered by the canal bank across the river. Kot
until overworn did the handful of our sharpshooters at all give way, and
that would probably have been prevented could a double number, partly
sheltered by trees, "&c., have allowed relief in action.
Thankful that so much was done with such partial loss, I have the
honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. N. PENDLETON,
Brigadier- General and Chief of Artillery.
General K. E. Lee,
Commanding Army of Northern Virginia.
i

j

•

For convenience, a sketch is annexed of our entire
and after the campaign.*

artillery organiza-

tion for

With the First Corps, or right wing, of the Army of Northern Yirginia,
coinmauded by Lieutenant-General Longstreet, consisting of nineteen
brigades, adjusted into five divisions, served an artillery force of 112
guns, A iz Forty-five rifles, 13 Napoleons, and 51 common smooth-bores,
arranged into six battalions of several batteries each, of which battalions one attended each division and one constituted the corps reserA^e
With the Second Corps, or left wing, commanded by Lieut.
artillery.
Gen. T. J. Jackson, and consisting of a brigade or two less than the
other, adjusted into four divisions, served an artillery force of 123 guns,
viz Fifty-two rifles, 18 Napoleons, and 53 short range, arranged into
battalions, attached and commanded as in the First Corps.
The cavalry corps, commanded by Maj. Gen. J. E. B. Stuart, had also
attached to it an effective mounted battery, known as Pelham’s Horse
Artillery, armed with two rifles and two 12-pounder howitzers.
Besides the general charge of all this artillery, its equipment, organization, and constant efficiency for and in action, the general chief of
artillery held, under personal orders as the Commander-in-Chief miglit
:

:

a general reserve artillery, consisting of three battalions with
several batteries each, having in all 15 rifles, 1 Napoleon, and 20 shortrange guns, so that in our artillery service with the Army of Northern
Virginia there were, adjusted as described, 275 guns.
Eespectfully,

direct,

W.

N. P.

* Tliis report is printed from a copy found among General Pendleton's military
Tlie original seems to have been received in Adjutant and Inspector General’s
]>apers.

Onice, Ricliinoud, Va., September 30, 1862, but it is not found in the Confederate
archives. The postscript must have been added later than November 7, 1862, and is
supposed to refer to the tabular statement following, also found among General Pendleton's papers.

.
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of Northern Virginia in the summer of 18G2, at Sharpshurg, Ac.*

RIGHT WING.
Par-

Par-

how-

rifles.

Brigade.

Division.

Battery.

20-pounderrotts.

10-pounder rotts.

24-pounderitzers.

li
9

.2

m
a
0
01

6-pounders.

"o
3-inch

Anderson’s

and

(11 rifles

Lewis’

9

Grandy’s
Maurin’s

short range).

TTnger’s

McLaws’ (7 rifles and

11 short

range).

Pickett’s
leons,

(3

and

rifles,

Napo-

4

9 short range).

Semmes’

TVfanly’s

Cobb’s
Barksdale’s

Carlton’s

Kershaw’s
Armistead’s

Read’s
Hearing’s

Kemper’s

Macon’s

2

2
1

1

2
2
1

.

2
3
2

2
1

3
2
2

1

1

1

2
4

1

2

2

Stribling’s.

..

2
1
1

McCarthy’s

.Tenbins’

2
2

P.

pcs

4

Corse’s

Hood’s (4 rifles, 5 Napoleons,
and 5 short range).

Tonmba’

Bachman’s. .
Garden’s

Anderson’s
Robertson ’a

4

.

1

Reilly’s

2

2

Branch’s
French’s

1

2

3

Squires’

1

2

1

2

Law’s

Ransom’s

(6 rifles

and

G short

Cooke’s
R.ansoni’s

range).
Artillery Reserve

Washington Artillery

. .

3
3

2

in iller’s

Alexander’s battalion.

2

Eshleman’s
Jordan’s

2

2

1

1

2

Rhett’s

2

2

Moody’s
Parker’s

Eubank’s
'

2
2

Richardson’s

2

Tot.^,l

24

2
2
1

2

19

6

2
1

21

1

13

27

LEFT WING.
=3

Par-

how-

rifles.

Ps
rifles.

O
Battery.

Division.

03
-(.3

03

ns is

go
P p

P
o

rifles.

10-pounder rotts.

o

p.

(9 rifles

and

14 short range)

.

3-inch

Blakely

j

Bondnrant’s
R. C. M. Page’s

2
2

Fry’s
TTa.rdnwny’s

1

Ca.rter’.s

A. P. Hill’s (9 rifles, 8 Napoleons, and 13
short range).

Napoleons, and 5

1

3
3

1

1

1

1

2
1

1

2

Carpenter’s

1

3
2

1

2
2

2

1

1

1

’"l

2
3

Lusk’s

2
4
2

2

2

2

_

p<

1

1

1

Wooding’s

&

2

Raine’s
_

P
d
o

Ph

2

Brocken broue'h’s
Ca.skie’s

"o

2

.

Latham’s
McIntosh’s

I*egram’s
short range).

<o

o

1

2

Davidson’s
Crenshaw’s
M. J ohuson’s
J. R. Jones’ (12 rifles, 3

3

P

fl

2

1

Bra.^ton’s

itzers.

Hotchkiss

o
(M
D. H. Hill’s

12-pounder

1

2
1

*Tlii8 statement does not account for the batteries of Anderson, Blackshear, J. S.
Brown, Chapman, Coke, Fleet, John R. Johnson, Leake, Lloyd, Nelson, T. J. Page,jr.,

Rogers, Thompson, and Wimhish, disbanded under General Lee’s order of October!,
1862, the men, gnus, &.C., being distributed to other batteries; nor for Cutshaw’s and
Rico’s batteries, consolidated September 26 with Carpenter’s and Wooding’s batteries,
nor for Boyce’s, Hart’s, Moorman’s, Pelham’s, and Woolfolk’s batteries. The battery
reported above as Fry’s was Peyton’s during the campaign, and that given as Massie’s
was the organization of October 4, 1862, from Ancell’s and Huckstei)’s batteries; and
‘‘Alexander’s battalion”' was S. D. Lee’s battalion; during the. campaign and till

November

7,

1862.
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LEFT WING— Continued.

Continued.

j
Par-

Par-

|

i
how-

rifles,

1u

rifles.

rifles.

Battery.

Division.

o

rotts.

rotts.
20-pounder

-pounder

itzers.

12-pounder

o
Od

3-inch

Blakely

1

10

Early’s (10 rifles, 6 NapoleoDS, and G
short range).

BrowTi’s

2

Reserve

Artillei‘y, Col. J. T.

rifles, 1

2

Balthis’

Brown

4

Caxrington’s
Latimer’s

(10

Napoleon, and 13 short range.)

2
2

D’Aquin’s
Poague’s

1

2

2
2

1

W^atson’s

2

"2

2

2
2

2

Smith’s

Dance’s
2

1

1

1

Hnpp’s

2
1

Brooke’s
Total

1

1!

1

Dement’s
,

6-pounders.

'o

Hotchkiss

2

:

17

29

2

1

1

22

2

18

31

GENEllAL llESERVE.

Par-

Par-

Battery.

Battalion.

20-pounder rotts.

how-

rifles.

rifles.

rifles.

10-pounderrotts.

12-pounder

itzers.

Whitworths.

C-pounders.

Napoleons.
Hotchkiss

3-inch

Lane’s
Ross’
Blackshear’s
TT rk patri ck a
Massie’s
Milledge’s

Cutts’

Xfilson’s

.

2

James

1

3
3

’

i

Total

2

—

1

3

1

1

7

3

1

1

1

2
3
2

1

7

1

3
4
6

13

In all with rijiht wing, 112 pieces, viz, 45 rifles, 13 Napoleons, and 54 short range with left wing,
123 pieces, viz, 52 rifles, 18 Napoleons, and 53 short range in general reserve, 15 rifles, 1 Napoleon,
20 short range.
;

;

and

No. 211.
Report of Capt. John G. Barnwell^ Reserve Artillery^ of operations September 14—19.

ITeadquarters Reserve Artillery,
October 22, 1802.

Colonel

Having been sent

Riclimond on duty by Brigadier-General Pendleton, I have been prevented from making my report as totliis
:

to

command sooner.
On Seiitember 14, the Reserve Artillery consisted of the battalions of
Colonels [J. T.] Brown and Lee and that commanded by Major [William]
Nelson, and, on the evening of that day, were placed in position by General Pendleton on the heights of Beaver Creek, but were not engaged.
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Colonel Lee the next morning was sent with his command to a place
called Oentreville [Keedysville], and General Pendleton was ordered to
cross the Potomac at Williamsport to guard the fords. Colonel Lee has
not since been with the command. Colonel Brown was ordered to guard
tlie fords at Williamsport and the ford 2 miles lower, name not known.
He has not since been under the command of General Pendleton. One
of his batteries (Captain [D.] Watson’s) was sent, on the 17th, to Sharpsburg, but was not engaged.
The remaining battalion, commanded by
]\Iajor Nelson, and composed of the batteries [ofj Captains [T. J.] Kirk-

[John] Milledge, Ancell, M. Johnson, and Huckstep, reached
Hhepherdstown on the 16th, and were assigned their position on the
heights commanding the ford a mile below the town. They remained
there during the engagement of the 17th.
On the 18th, Captain Ancell was ordered to a position at Shepherd’s
Ford, 4 miles above the town, and on tliat night I reported to General
Pendleton with a Whitworth gun and a detachment of men from the
Purcell Battery, which I had been ordered to bring from Winchester.
The batteries of Captains [E. A.] Hardaway, Maurin, and [William H.j
Chapman having also reported to General Pendleton, and two other batteries having been placed on our left by Colonel [A. L.j Long, but whose
names I have been unable to learn, the reserve on the morning of the
19th consisted of forty-four guns, which were placed as follows On the
right of the ford one lO-pounder' Parrott and two 3-inch rifles, under
Captain Maurin; one lO-pounder Parrott, under Lieutenant [T. A.] Maddox, of Cutts’ battalion four 3-inch rifles and one 12-pounder howitzer,
under Captain Milledge; one 3-inch rifle and one Napoleon gun, under
Captain Chapman two 6-pounder and two 12-pounder howitzers, under
Capt. M. Johnson.
On the left of the ford two 6-pounder and two
12-pounder howitzers, under Captain Kirkpatrick four 6-pounders,
under Captain Huckstep two 10-pounder Parrotts, under Captain [C. M.]
Braxton one Whitworth gun, under Captain Barnwell; two lO-pounder
PniTotts, under Captain Hardaway; four 6-pounders and two 10-pounder
Parrotts (captains not known), placed by Colonel Long, of General
Lee’s staff. The remainder of the guns, all short range, were not placed
ill ])osition, and all of those mentioned were engaged during the day.
The casualties were as follows In Captain Maurin’s command, one
10-i)ounder Parrott, with limber, spiked and without ammunition, and
one 6-pounder caisson, broken by the enemy’s fire, abandoned 1 man
Captain Milledge lost
killed, 2 wounded, and 10 horses disabled, &c.
one 12-pounder brass howitzer and caisson (ammunition fully expended)
and 3 horses. Capt. M. Johnson lost one 12-pounder brass howitzer
with limber, 1 man wounded, and 6 horses disabled. Captain Huckstep
lost one iron 6-pounder and limber, 1 man killed, and 4 horses disabled.
TTu'ie were casualties in other batteries, but no pieces or ordnance stores
j)atrick,

:

;

;

;

;

;

:

;

lost.

The battalion of Lieutenant-Colonel Cutts was not with General Pendleton in Maryland or on the banks of the river, but has since reported.
His report* is inclosed for your inspection, hoping that it is sufiiciently
accurate.
I remain, your most obedient servant,
J.

G.

BAENWELL,

Captain^ Artillery.

Alexander,
Ordnance^ Army

Lieut. Col. E. P.

Chief of

of Northern Virginia.

Not found.
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Report of Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet^ 0. S. Army., commanding
Corps, of operations September 2-18.

Army

Headquarters,

******
Near Winchester,

General

Ya., October 10, 1862.

I have the honor to submit the following report of the
operations of my command in the late campaign :*
*

:

On September 2

the

command marched,

via Hranesville, Leesburg,

and across the Potomac at White’s Ford, to Frederick City, Md., arriving
there on the 7 th.
I moved from Frederick for Hagerstown on the 10th, and reached
there with part of my command on the 11th, sending six brigades under
Major-General Anderson to co-operate with Major-General McLaws in
the assault upon Maryland Heights and Harper’s Ferry. During the
operations against this garrison the approach.of a large army from
Washington City for its relief was reported. We were obliged to make
a forced march, in order to reach Boonsborough Pass, to assist Maj. Gen.
D. H. Hill’s division in holding this army in check, so as to give time
for the reduction of Harper’s Ferry.
I reached Boonsborough about 3 o’clock in the afternoon, and,

upon

My
ascending the mountain, found General Hill heavily engaged.
troops were hurried to his assistance as rapidly as their exhausted conThe brigades of Brigadier-Generals Evans,
ditiou would admit of.
Pickett (under Garnett), Kemper, and Jenkins (under Colonel Walker)
were extended along the mountain to our left; Brigadier-General Hood,
with his own, and Whiting’s brigade (under Colonel Law), Drayton’s
and D. B. Jones’ (under Col. G. T. Anderson), were extended to the
Major-General Hill had already placed such batteries in posiright.
tion as he could find ground for, except one position on the extreme
It was my intention to have placed a battery in this position, but
left.
I was so much occupied in front that I could find no time to do so before nightfall. We succeeded in repulsing the repeateil and powerful
attacks of the enemy and in holding our position until night put an end
Some of our most gallant
to the battle. It was short, but very fierce.
among them the brave Col. J. B.
officers and men fell in this struggle
Strange, of the Nineteenth Virginia Begiment. Had the command
l eached the mountain pass in time to have gotten into position before
the attack was made, I believe that the direct assaults of the enemy
could have been repulsed with comparative ease. Hurried into action,
however, we arrived at our positions more exhausted than the enemy.
It became manifest that our forces were not sufficient to resist the renewed attacks of the entire army of General McClellan. He would
require but little time to turn either fiank, and our command must then
be at his mercy. In view of this, the commanding general ordered the
withdrawal of our troops to the village of Sharpsburg. This position
was regarded as a strong, defensive one, besides being one from which
we could threaten the enemy’s flank or rear in case he should attempt
to relieve the garrison at Harper’s Ferry.
Crossing the Antietam on the morning of the 15th, Maj. Gen. D. H.
Hill’s division and my own command were placed in line of battle between the stream and the village of Sharpsburg. Soon after getting
;

*

portion of report here omitted appears in Series

I,

YoL

Nil, Part

II,

pp. 563-566,
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into position, we heard of the surrender of Harper’s Ferry. This left the
portions of the army en^jaged in the reduction of that garrison free to
join us. After much shelling at one point and another of our line, whicli
extended more than a mile on each side of Sharpsburg, the enemy finally
attacked General Hood, on my extreme left, late Tuesday evening, September IG. Hood drove him back, but not without severe loss, including that of Colonel Liddell, of the Eleventh Mississippi, an ofiicer of
great merit, modesty, and promise.
During the night the enemy threw his forces across the Antietam in
front of Hood’s position, and renewed his attack at daylight the next
morning. Hood was not strong enough to resist the masses throwji
against him. Several of Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill’s brigades re-enforced
the position ; but even with these our forces seemed but a handful when

compared with the hosts thrown against us. The commands engaged
the enemy, however, with great courage and determination, and, retiring very slowly, delayed him until the forces of Generals Jackson and
Walker came to our relief. D. E. Jones’ brigade, under Col. G. T. Anderson, came up about the same moment j soon after this the divisions
of Major-Generals McLaws and E. H. Anderson.
Col. S. D. Lee’s reserve artillery was with General Hood, and took a distinguished part in
the attack on the evening of the 16th, and in delaying that of the 17th.
General Jackson soon moved off to our left for the purpose of turning
the enemy’s right flank, and the other divisions, except Walker’s, were
distributed at other points of the line. As these movements were made,
the enemy again threw forward his masses against my left. This attack
was met by Walker’s division, two pieces of Captain Miller’s battery,
of the Washington Artillery, and two pieces of Captain Boyce’s battery,
and was driven back in some confusion. An effort was made to pursue, but our line was too weak.
Colonel Cooke, of the Twenty-seventh
North Carolina, very gallantly charged with his own regiment, but, his
supply of ammunition being exhausted and he being unsupported, he
was obliged to return to his original position in the line.
From this moment our center was extremely weak, being defended by
but part of Walker’s division and four x^ieces of artillery j Cooke’s regiment, of that division, being without a cartridge. In this condition, again
the enemy’s masses moved forward against us. Cooke stood with his
emi)ty guns, and waved his colors to show that his troops were in x>osiThe artillery jdayed upon their ranks, with canister. Their lines
tion.
began to hesitate, soon halted, and after an hour and a half retired.
Another attack was quickly made a little to the right of the last. Cai>tain Miller, turning his pieces ux)ou these lines and playing ux)on them
with round shot over the heads of E. H. Anderson’s men, checked the
advance, and Anderson’s division, with the artillery, held the enemy in
check until night.
This attack was followed by the final assault, about 4 x>. m., when the
enemy crossed the bridge in front of Sharpsburg and made his desperate
attack upon my right. Brigadier-General Toombs held the bridge and
defended it most gallantly, driving back repeated attacks, and only
yielded it after the forces brought against him became overwhelming
and threatened his flank and rear. The enemy was then met by Brig.
Gen. D. E. Jones with six brigades. He drove back our right several
times, and was himself made to retire several times badly crippled, but
his strong re-enforcements finally enabled him to drive in my right and
occux^y this i)art of my ground. Thus advanced, the enemy’s line was
X^laced in such a x>osition as to enable General Toombs to move his brigade directly against his flank. General Jones seized the opx)ortunity
'

chai'.
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tlirew Toombs down against tbe enemy’s dank, drove him baek,
recovered onr lost ground. Two of the brigades of Maj. Gen. A. l\
Ilill’s division advanced against tbe enemy’s front as General Toombs
made bis dank attack. Tbe display of this force was of great value, and
Tbe enemy took shelter behind a
it assisted us in bolding our position.
stone wall, and another line was advanced to tbe crest of a bill in support of bis drst line. Captains Eicbardson’s, Brown’s, and Moody’s batteries were placed in position to play upon tbe second line, and botb
Before it was enlines were eventually driven back by these batteries.
tirely dark tbe 100,000 men that bad been threatening our destruction
Tbe battle
for twelve hours bad melted away into a few stragglers.
over, orders were sent around for ammunition-chests and cartridgeboxes to be redlled.
Early on the morning of tbe 18tb a few sharpshooters began to exchange shots. I observed that tbe enemy bad massed his artillerj^ on the
opposite side of tbe Antietam, with a view, apparently, to meet an attack from us. Our ranks were too much thinned to warrant a renewal
of tbe conflict, with tbe chances of being drawn under tbe fire of this
Tbe effort to make a flank movement by our left tbe day preartillery.
vious developed the fact that tbe enemy had extended bis right so as to
From our
rest it ui)on tbe Potomac, and thus envelop our left flank.
position it was impossible to make any move except a direct assault upon
some portion of tbe enemy’s line. I therefore took tbe liberty to address
a note to tbe commanding general, about 2 o’clock in tbe afternoon, suggesting a withdrawal to the south side of tbe Potomac. Before my note
reached him, however, be rode to my bivouac and expressed tbe same
views. Arrangements to move across tbe Potomac were completed by
command, moving first, crossed about 2 o’clock in tbe morndark.
ing, and part of it was placed in position in case it should be needed at
tbe ford. Tbe entire army crossed, however, without molestation, and,
as directed by tbe commanding general, I proceeded to form bis line.
As this was completed, it became evident that tbe enemy was not pursuing, except with some of bis batteries and some small force. Tbe various commands were then marched off to their points of bivouac.
Tbe name of every officer, non-commissioned officer, and private who
lias shared in tbe toils and privations of this campaign should be mentioned. In one month these troox)S bad marched over 200 miles, upon
little more than half rations, and fought nine battles and skirmishes ;
killed, wounded, and captured nearly as many men as we bad in our
ranks, besides taking arms and other munitions of war in large quantiI would that I could do justice to all of these gallant officers and
ties.
men in this report. As that is impossible, I shall only mention those
most iiromineutly distinguished. These were Maj. Gen. E. H. Anderson, on tbe plains of Manassas, at Harper’s Ferry, and at Sbarpsburg,
where be was wounded severely. Brig. Gen. H. E. Jones, at Thoroughfare Gap, Manassas Plains, Boonsborougb, and Sbarxisburg. Brig. Gen.
E. Toomlis, at Manassas Plains, in bis gallant defense of tbe bridge at
Antietam, and in bis vigorous charge against the enemy’s flank be was
severely wounded at tbe close of tbe engagement. Brigadier-General
Wilcox, at Manassas Plains on August 29 and 30 afterward absent,
Brigadier-General Garnett, at Boonsborougb and Sbari)sburg.
sick.
Brigadier-General Evans, on tbe plains of Manassas, botb on August
29 and 30, and at Sbarpsburg. Brigadier-General Kemper, at Manassas
Plains, Boonsborougb, and Sbarjisburg.
Brigadier-General Hood and
Colonels Law and Wofford, at Manassas Plains on August 29 and 30,
Boonsborougb, and at Sbarpsburg on tbe ICtb and 17tb. Col. G. T.

and
aiid

;

;
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Anderson, commanding D. E. Jones’ brigade, at Thoroughfare Gap,
Manassas Plains, Boonsborough, and Sharpsburg. Brigadier-General
Mahone, at Manassas Plains, where he received a severe wound. Brig.
Gen. R. A. Pryor, at Sharpsburg. Brigadier-General Jenkins, at Manassas Plains on August 29 and 30 on the last day severely wounded. Colonels H unton. Corse, Stuart, Stevens, Hateley (severely wounded), and
Walker (commanding Jenkins’ brigade after the latter was wounded), at
Manassas Plains, Boonsborough, and Sharpsburg. Colonel Posey, at
Manassas Plains and Sharps-burg, where he commanded Featherston’s
brigade. Colonel Penning, at Manassas Plains and Sharpsburg. At
Sharpsburg, Captain Miller, of the Washington Artillery, was particularly distinguished.
Colonel Walton, of the Washington Artillery, at
Ea])pahannock Station, Manassas Plains (August 29), and Sharpsburg;
and Major Garnett, at Rappahannock Station. Lieutenant-Colonels
Skinner and Marye, at Manassas Plains, where they were both severely
wounded and Major Walker, at Thoroughfare Gap and Manassas Plains.
In the latter engagement this gallant officer was mortally wounded.
It is with no common feeling that I recount the loss at Manassas
Plains of Colonels Gadberry, Eighteenth South Carolina Means, Seveiu
teenth South Carolina Moore, Second South Carolina Rifles Glover,
First South Carolina Volunteers; Wilson, Seventh Georgia, and Lieutenant-Colonel Upton, Fifth Texas. At Boonsborough, Col. J. B. Strange,
Nineteenth Virginia Volunteers, and Lieutenant-Colonel McLemore,
Fourth Alabama and at Sharpsburg, Colonel Liddelk Eleventh Mississippi Lieutenant-Colonel Coppens and Lieutenant-Colonel Holmes,
Second Georgia Volunteers. These valuable and gallant officers fell in
the unflinching performance of their duty, bravely and successfully head;

;

;

;

;

;

;

commands in the thickest of the fight.
To my staff officers Maj. G. M. Sorrel, assistant adjutant- general,
who was wounded at Sharpsburg Lieut. Col. P. T. Manning, chief of
ordnance; Maj. J. W. Fairfax; Maj. Thomas Walton, who was also
wounded at Sharpsburg; Capt. Thomas J. Goree and Lieut. R. W. Blackwell I am under renewed and lasting obliga'tions. These officers, full
of courage, intelligence, patience, and experience, were able to give
directions to commands such as they thought proper, which were at once
approved and commanded my admiration.
ing their

—

;

—

Lieutenant-Colonel Blount volunteered his services- to me at Boon;sborough, and was, both there and at Sharpsburg, of material service to
me.
The medical department, in charge of Surgeon Cullen, were active
and unremitting in the care of the wounded, and have my thanks for
their

My

humane

efforts.

party of couriers were zealous, active, and brave. They are justly
entitled to praise for the manly fortitude and courageous conduct shown
by tliem in the trying scenes of the campaign.
The cavalry escort, commanded by Captain Doby, have my thanks
for meritorious conduct and valuable aid.
Captain Hoby, Lieutenants
Bonney and Matheson, Sergeants Lee and Haile, and Corporals Whitaker and Salmond, were distinguished in the active and fearless performances of their arduous duties.
I am indebted to Col. R. H. Chilton, Colonel Long, Majors Taylor,
Marshall, Venable, and Talcott, and Captains Mason and Johnston, of
the staff’ of the commanding general, for great courtesy and kindness in
assisting me on the diff'erent battle-fields.
I respectfully ask the attention of the commanding general to tUo

.
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reports of division, brigade, and other commanders, and approve their
high encomiums of their officers and men.
lieports of killed, wounded, and missing have already been forwarded.
I remain, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES LONGSTREET,

Lieutenant-General, Commanding.
Col. R.

H. Chilton,

Assistant Adjutant- General.
I

statement of losses in the corps commanded hy Maj. Gen. J. Longstreet in the engagements at
Crampton’s Gap, Maryland Heights, Sharpsburg, and South Mountain.

Casualties from September 14 to

Wounded,

KiUed.

Command.

Missing.

d

o
a

men.

17, inclusive.

s
a

<0

O)

Aggregate.

cn
Enlisted
Officers.

Officers.

Officers.

'a

'S

W
Drayton’s brigade
Amierson’s brigade ...
Kemper’s brigade
Jenkins’ brigade
Oarnett’s brigade* ....
Wright’s brigade
Mahone’s brigade
Annistead’s brigade. .
Pryor’s brigade

14
16

8

7

18
28

1

14
27
28
32
8
4
40
42
59
47
37
127
36
79
51
30
64
8
4
33

24

108
264
72
84
168
185
167
80
26
268
207
382
344
171
646
131
413
252
244
289
73
25
157

102

862

478

4 756

1

2

i

8
3
10
6
3
13
5
11
5
5
12
2

Foatberston’s brigade.
Hood’s brigade t
Wliitin^’s brigade
Evans’ brigade
Walker’s brigade
Hansom’s brigade
Kershaw’s brigade
Semmes’ brigade ......
Harksdale’s brigade ...

—

Cobb’s brigade
Lee’s artillery....

Washington

13
71

3
11

Toombs’ brigade

Artillery,

Wilcox’s brigade
Total

14
25
12
3
17
31

35
46
14
38
10
42
22
28
29
2
3

,

1
3
1

160
541
93
144
235
261
258
227
35
382
319
548
468
290
917
186
551
373
311
846
85
34
244

21
176
5

27
11
32
31
122

1

3
5

1

49
36
61
25
61
93
4

1

4

26

6
43
4
426

3

26

2

48

1,

262

7,
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No. 213.
Report of Lieut. Col. P. T. Manning, Chief of Ordnance, of the number of
guns and caissons lost, (&c., in the Maryland Campaign.

Hdqes. Ordnance Department, Right Wing,
October 14, 18G2.

Colonel

have the honor to transmit the report containing the
number of guns and caissons lost or abandoned in Maryland belonging
to this command, in accordance to your order of the
instant all of
:

I

—

j

respectfully submitted.
Battalion Washington Artillery. One 12-pounder caisson, left on field,
was liurned the night we fell back, by^C^olonel Anderson’s brigade.
wliich

is

—

Pickett’s brigade,

t

Wofford’s brigade.
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McLatcs’ Division. Captain Kead’s battery, one 3-incli rifle gun. Captain [H. H.] Carlton’s battery, one 12-i)oiin(ler howitzer (brass) in battle
of Craini)ton’s Gap. Captain Lloyd’s battery (Kansoin’s brigade), one
0-pounder gun (brass) and two caissons.
Captain [T. C.] Jordan’s battery, one 12Lee^s Battalion Artillery.
pounder liowitzer caisson. Captain [A. B.] Khett’s battery, one 12liounder howitzer limber. Captain [ W. W.] Parker’s battery, rear chests
12-poiinder howitzer caisson. Captain [G. Y.] Moody’s battery, one
forge in Potomac. Captain [Pichegru] Woolfolk’s [jr.] battery, one 12pounder howitzer and limber. Captain Moorman’s battery, two 10pounder Parrott guns and rear carriage of caisson. Captain Maurin’s
l)attery (Pryor’s brigade), one 10-pounder rifle (Parrott) and caisson.
One caisson was destroyed by the enemy’s shell during the fight.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. T.
Lieutenant Colonel mid Chief of Ordnance, Bight Wing.

—

MANNING,

Lieut. Col. E. P.

Alexander,

Chief of Ordnance, Department of Northern Virginia.

No. 214.
Report of Col. Stephen D. Lee, C. 8. Army, commanding artillery
talion, of the battle of Sharpsburg.

bat-

Headquarters Battalion Keserve Artillery,
Camp

near Winchester, Va., October 11, 1802.

MA.TOR '1 have the honor to render the following report of the part
taken by the battalion of artillery under my orders in the battle of
:

Sharpsburg:
battalion crossed the Antietam about 8 a. m. September 15, and,
obedience to orders from General Longstreet, with the exception of
Eubanlv’s battery, took position on the bluffs to the left of the jiike,
facing the Antietam. Eubank’s battery, in compliance with a written
order of General Longstreet, held by the adjutant-general of Toombs’
brigade, was sent to report to General Toombs, at the lower bridge,
and remained with his brigade until the army recrossed the Potomac.
Nothing of interest occurred during the morning.
About 1 p. m. the infantry of the enemy made its appearance across
the creek, and was fired on by my long-range guns, causing them to
move back. The enemy soon brought up several long-range batteries,
with which thej^ opened on our guns whenever they fired on their inNothing resulted from this firing except to make their infantry
fantry.
change position. The guns engaged were two rifled pieces of Parker’s
battery, two of Rhett’s battery,* under Lieutenant [William] Elliott, and
one of Jordan’s battery,! under Lieutenant [C. A.] Bower. They were exposed to a hot fire several men slightly wounded and several horses disabled. During the night the battalion, excepting Moody’s battery,]:
shifted farther to the left of our line, taking a sheltered position on the
Sharpsburg and Hagerstown pike, in front of a church. Remained during the day, the enemy making no offensive demonstration until near
sundown. Since early in the morning they appeared engaged in massing

The

in

;

*

Tho Brooks Artillery.

t

The Bedford

Artillery.

t

The Madison Light

Artillery.
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their troops opposite our left, and toward evening endeavored to get
into position to turn our left, bringing on quite a severe skirmish. Two
howitzers of Ehett’s battery took part in the skirmish, but it soon
became too dark to continue the firing. It was now evident that the
enemy would attack us in force on our left at daylight, compelling us
to change our line and give him an opportunity to use his long-range
batteries across the Antietam, enfilading our new position.
The action commenced about 3 a. m. on the morning of the 17th,
between the skirmishers. Woolfolk’s,* Parker’s, and Khett’s batteries
were placed in position in front of the church, on the right of the Sharpsburg and Hagerstown pike, and opened on the enemy at daylight.
These batteries were compelled to fire over our infantry, but fired with
continuous fire was kept up until about 8.15 a. m., when the
efiect.
enemy gave way and our firing ceased as our infantry followed in pursuit.
The batteries above mentioned while engaged were exposed to
an enfilade fire of about twenty rifle guns from across the Antietam, two
batteries in their front, and the fire of the infantry of the enemy, most
of the time about 500 yards distant. They sufiered very heavily and
had exhausted most of their ammunition.
I should have mentioned that two guns of Jordan’s battery, under
Lieutenant Bower, were sent to an advance position under Capt. John
S. Taylor, but had to retire, owing to their exposed position and the fire
of several batteries against them. About this time I ordered Ehett’s
battery to the rear for ammunition, and Parker’s and Woolfolk’s batteries
to move slightly to the rear to refit, many horses and men being killed.
They could only move the pieces by leaving portions of the caissons, so
many of the horses had been disabled.
About this time, 9 a. m., Moody’s battery, which had been engaged
near the center of our line, arrived and reported, and I placed it in position on the ground previously occupied iby Parker’s battery. General

A

Hood’s division, which followed the enemy when he gave way, not being
supported, was compelled to fall back before their overwhelming numThe enemy having gained his rear, and occupying a position
bers.
almost between his retiring troops and Moody’s battery, his troops fell
back so sullenly, and were so near to the enemy, that it was impossible
to use the battery. This being the case, I advanced two guns of Moody’s
battery some 300 yards into a plowed field, where I could use them.
They remained in this position and did good service for about fifteen
minutes, under Cai^tain Moody and Lieutenant [John B.] Gorey. This
section was exposed to a most galling infantry fire, and retained its position until the infantry on its right and left retired, when 1 ordered it to
the rear. Tbe gallant Lieutenant Gorey was killed, being shot in the
head by a Minie-ball as he was sighting his piece for its last discharge.
The section with which he was serving was not his own, but, seeing it
was going to an exposed position, he asked permission to accompany it.
A more gallant officer was not in our service.
Our troops having to fall back rapidly, my guns were, by direction of
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, retired to the ridge of hills across the Sharpsburg
and Hagerstown turnpike, and between the church and Sharpsburg,
and fired for a short time. General McLaws’ division arriving at this
time, and, going into action, I moved the battalion about a mile from the
field, to refit.
It was now about 10 a. m.
About 3 I), m., the batteries having refitted and replenished with ammunition, I again moved to the front with twelve guns, all that could
The Ashland

Artillery.

;
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be manned, and received orders from one of General Longstreet’s aides
to take position in front of the village of Sliarpsburg, to the right and
left of the turnpike, relieving Colonel Walton, of the Washington x\rtillery, of Kew Orleans.
Four of Moody ^s guns were placed on the right
of the village; two of ParkeFs and two of Jordan’s were placed at the
left ; Ehett’s two pieces were placed on a ridge to the left of the village,
on the Sharpsburg and Hagerstown pike. These guns, in their respective positions, did good service. Those in front of the village were exposed to a heavy hre of artillery and infantry, the sharpshooters of
the enemy being within 200 yards of them during the entire evening.
The guns of Moody’s battery, in connection with Squires’ battery, of
the Washington Artillery, of New Orleans, repelled some six or eight
attempts of the infantry of the enemy to take our position. At one time
their infantry was within 150 yards of our batteries, tvhen, by a charge
of our supporting infantry, they were driven back. Two guns of Moody’s
battery, with Garnett’s brigade, drove the enemy from the ridge to the
left of the village after they had taken the ridge from our troops. The
guns retained their position in front of the village till our troops were
driven into the village on the right, when, by direction of General Gar-

The enemy were afterward repulsed from the vilnett, they withdrew.
lage, and the hill for a short time was re-occupied by Capt. Thomas
[H.] Carter’s battery.
It was now near dark, and the hill was held but

by a few

infantry.

Captain Eubank’s battery not being with me, I am not prepared to
speak from personal observation of his action, but General Toombs informed me that he and his company did good and gallant service.
The officers and men of my battalion behaved with the utmost gallantry. During the entire time engaged they were exposed to a heavy
fire from the enemy, as is shown by the list of casualties inclosed
but
of about 300 men who went into action, 86 casualties occurred and 60
horses were disabled.
In the morning, the battalion was engaged during the severe fight
before our re-enforcements came up on the left, and was the only artillery engaged with General Hood’s division.
In the evening, it was
engaged in front of the village and on the right, where the fight was
heaviest. T regret to state that Captain Woolfolk’s battery lost a gun
on the field. It was on the left in the morning, when our lines gave way
before the overwhelming numbers of the enemy. The 4 horses, 2 drivers,
and 4 cannoneers at the piece were disabled, and it was with difficulty
that the battery could be moved. I do not attach any blame to the
captain. The piece could not be recovered, owing to the proximity of
the enemy, though several attempts were made.
Capt. John S. Taylor, Confederate States Artillery, temporarily attached to my staff, was killed in- the morning while gallantly discharging his duties. He was entirely fearless, and always sought the post
of danger, and his example did much toward inspiring his daring in all
around him.
Though, generally, all behaved well, I will particularly mention the
following as having attracted my attention by distinguished gallantry
Capts. George Y. Moody, Parker, and [Pichegru] Woolfolk, jr. Lieutenant Elliott, commanding Phett’s battery; Lieutenants Gilbert and
Pickling, Ehett’s battery
Lieutenant Parkinson, Parker’s battery
(severely wounded in the leg)
Lieutenant [ J.] Sillers, Moody’s battery
Sergeants Conroy, Price, and Corporals Gaulin and Donoho, Moody’s
battery. I would also mention Lieutenant Maddox, of Colonel [A. S.]
Cutts’ battalion of artillery, who had two guns under my command, and
;

:

;

;

;
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beliaved with great gallantry. My adjutant, Lieut. W. H. Kemper,
Alexandria Artillery, was of great assistance to me, and exhibited gallantry and coolness in an eminent degree.

In^osed
I

is

am,

a list* of casualties.

sir,

very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
STEPHEN D.
Colonel Artillery^ G. S, Army.,

Commanding

LEE,
Battalion.

Maj. G. Moxley Sorrel,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Bight Wing,

No. 215.
Report of Capt. Mareellus N, Moorman, commanding artillery hattalion,
of the loss of artillery at Sharpshurg.

Headquarters Artillery Camp,
October 19, [18G2].

Colonel

In response to your inquiry of this morning, “ as to the
time and place of, and the circumstances attending, the loss of two 10pounder Parrott guns and the rear part of caisson in the recent engagements,” I am happy to state that you have been misinformed as to my
losing two guns and rear [carriage ofj caisson. During the engagement
of September 17 at Sharpsburg (I presume between the hours of 3 and
4 o’clock) I had a 10-pounder Parrott disabled, axle being lost. The gun
was then hauled off some 800 yards, and limber sent off* for another carriage, which was soon procured, and forthwith returned for the gun,
but, during the interim, some one, supposing the gun abandoned, appropriated it. These are the particulars as I get them from Lieut. 0. K.
Phelps, then in command.
:

Respectfully,

M. N.

MOORMAN,

Captain, Comdg. Artillery Battalion, Anderson^'s Division.
Lieut. Col. E. P.

Alexander,
Chief of Artillery, Ac.

No. 21C.
Report of Capt. Victor Maurin, commanding company of Donaldsonville
Artillery, of the loss of artillery, Ac., at Blachfordls or BoteleVs Ford.

Camp near Warner McKarne’s Farm,
Frederick County, Ya., October 20, 1862.

In answer to your inquiries of this day, I herein send you that
l)art of my report referring to the loss of the Parrott gun and caisson,
made to Col. J. B. Walton, chief of artillery, on the 20th ultimo, and to
General Pryor on the 9th instant:
In the retreat of the 19th near Shepherdstown one Parrott gun and
caisson was lost. This happened in the following manner The smoothbore guns, on account of their short range, and the 3-inch rifle gun, for

Sir

,

:

:

Not found.

*
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want of long-range fuses, being of no service, were sent to the rear about
4 p. m. The two Parrott guns remained in position until dark, and,
when ordered to move back, could no longer pass through the road, it
being commanded by the enemy^s artillery. I was, therefore, obliged to
cut across fields and fences and a country entirely unknown to me, without a guide, and, in the darkness of the night, the rear piece, with wornout horses, lagged behind'. Lieutenant [R. P.] Landry returned to bring
it up, but lost his way, and having come before a thick wood which could
not be crossed, it was there abandoned and spiked, the enemy shoutingin the rear, and, as he believed, gaining upon him.
I sent for the piece
and caisson the next day, but only the caisson was recovered, the piece
having been taken away. One caisson for 6-pounder gun was destroyed
by a shell during the evening of the same day.
lost 20 horses in
the engagement, and, besides, having sufiered much for food, being harassed during three days and nights, contributed greatly to the loss of
the gun.
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

We

V.
Captain,
Lieut. Col. E. P.

MAURIN,

Commanding Company, Donaldsonville

Artillery.

Alexander,
Chief of Ordnance.

Ko. 217.
Report of Col. J. B. Walton, Washington {Louisiana) Artillery, of the
battle of Sfiarpsburg.

December
Major

4,

1862.

have the honor to submit the following report of 'che part
taken by the several batteries composing the battalion Washington
Artillery under my command in the engagements before Sharpsburg,
Md., on September 16 and 17 last:
On September 15 the battalion, attached to the right wing of the
Army of Northern Virginia, reached Sharpsburg, Md. Here a line of
battle was formed, with the Antietam in our front, and here the forces
under Generals Lee and Longstreet awaited the approach of McClellan’s
army. The four companies of this battalion were posted on the line as
follows The first company, Capt. C. W. Squires, Lieuts. E. Owen, Galbraith, and Brown, with two 3-inch rifles and two 10-pounder Parrott
guns, on the right of the turnpike running through the center of and
to the front of the town
the third company, Capt. M. B. Miller, Lieutenants McElroy and Hero, with four 12-pounder Napoleons, to the
right of Captain Squires to the right of Captain Miller, across a ravine
and in an orchard in front of General D.R. Jones’ position, were placed
the second company, Capt. J. B. Richardson, Lieutenants Hawes, Britton,
and De Russy, with two Napoleons and two 12-pounder howitzers, and
the fourth company, Capt. B. F. Eshleman, Lieutenants Norcom, Battles, and Apps, with two 6-pounder bronze guns and two 12-pounder
howitzers. During tlie afternoon the enemy made his appearance across
the Antietam, aud opened upon our lines with his long-range batteries.
We did not reply, our guns not being able to reach his position.
The next morning (16th), the enemy having planted some batteries
nearer our position and becoming annoying, I ordered the batteries to
open all along our line, and engaged him in an artillery duel. This commenced at 11 a. m. and ended at 11 .40, a period of forty minutes. Some
:

I

:

;

;

.
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of his batteries were silenced, others we could not reach, and, having no
ammunition to spare, we ceased firiug, by order of General Lougstreet,
and drew the guns under cover of the hill. Captain Squires’ battery of
rifles Avas the only one of the battalion engaged in this conflict.
Shortly
after this firing ceased. Captain Eichardson, having been placed in a
position to watch- the bridge over the Antietam in front of General
Toombs’ brigade, with his two Napoleons, opened fire with one gun upon
a column of the enemy to the left of the bridge. After firing five rounds

they retired out of his range.

On the morning of September 17 (our batteries still remaining in the
positions of the day before), the enemy crossed large bodies of infantry
in front of Captain Squires’ position ; they also opened their batteries
upon him. Paying little attention to the artillery practice of tlie enemy,
he quietly awaited the advance of his infantry, and concentrated his lire
upon them, and succeeded in driving them from view. He then withdrew his guns and allowed the batteries of the enemy to expend much
ammunition.
Shortly afterward, the enemy advanced one regiment of infantry.
Captain Squires then turned all his guns and those of Carden’s battery
upon him, which drove him back. He rallied a second time, but again
he was driven behind his hill. Here he was re-enforced and ad Am need
again. He was again broken, but rallied within 400 yards of the batteries, from which position he deployed skirmishers and annoyed our
men with the bullets of his sharpshooters. He again sounded the charge,
and advanced within canister range. We opened a heavy fire upon him
he broke, and our supports, under General Garnett, charged him. Being
nearly out of ammunition. Captain Squires withdreAV his battery to
refill his chests.
One 10-pounder Parrott gun, under Lieutenant Galbraith, afterward engaged the enemy on our right until dark the other
10-pounder Parrott Avas disabled during the action and sent from the
;

j

field.

During the action. Captain Squires was deprived of the valuable services of Lieut. E. Owen, who was wounded in the thigh by a piece of
shell, while acting with his usual gallantry with his guns.
Captain Squires, in his

rejiort,

compliments highly his lieutenants,

Owen, Galbraith, and Brown, who were in the hottest of the action, and
proved themselAms brave and efficient officers worthy leaders of brave

—

men.
Sergt. Maj. C. L. 0.

good

Dupuy went into

service.
9.15 a. m.

action with his battery and did

At
Captain Miller’s battery, of four Napoleons, Avas ordered
from its original position to a point to the left of the main road and near
our center.
Here Captain Miller was so fortunate as to meet with
General Longstreet, who assigned him a position.
He immediately
opened upon the enemy’s infantry, who were advancing ui)on our left
and front. Here he suflered considerably from the fire of the enemy’s
sharpshooters, losing two of his gunners and several of his cannoneers,
wounded, Avhen, ascertaining that the enemy was beyond efiecti\^e range,
he was ordered by General Longstreet to cease firing and go under cover.
Here he remained twenty minutes, when, the enemy again advancing, he
ordered his battery again into position. Lieutenant Hero having been
wounded and Lieutenant McElroy having been left to watch the movements of the enemy on the right. Captain Miller found himself the only
officer with his company, and, having barely men enough left to Avork
a section effectively, he opened upon the enemy with two pieces Avith
splendid effect. After an action of half an hour, he removed his section
54 R

R
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more advantageous position 100 yards to the front and right, placiug
the remaining section under Sergeant Ellis, directing him to take it
completely under cover. He then continued the actron until the ammunition was nearly exhausted, when Sergeant Ellis brought up one of
the remaining caissons. The enemy had made two determined attempts
to force our line, and had been twice signally repulsed. They were
now advancing the third time, and were within canister range, when
Sergeant Ellis, who had succeeded in rallying some infantry to his assistance, brought one of t!}e guns of his section into actioii on Miller’s
left, and gave them canister, with terrible effect.
The three guns succeeded in checking the enemy’s advance, and remained in action until
the ammunition was exhausted, when they were retired to be refilled.
After procuring the required ammunition. Captain Miller was returning
to his former position, when he was directed by General Lee to an elevated and commanding position on the right and rear of the town, where
General A. P. Hill had but just begun his attack. Here I placed him in
charge of the guns that had been ordered to this position, leaving Lieutenant McElroy to command his section, and he continued the fight
to a

until its close at nightfall.

Too much praise cannot be bestowed on Captain Miller for his stubborn defense of the center for several hours to Lieutenants Hero and
McElroy, and Sergeants Ellis, Bier (chief artificer), and Dempsey (artif;

icer), for their gallantry.

This part of the action was under the immediate eye of General Longcommanding, and his staff, who, when Captain Miller’s cannoneers were exhausted, dismounted and assisted the working of the guns.
Captain Miller was compelled, owing to his loss of horses, to leave
one caisson on the field. He endeavored to bring it off the next day,
but it was deemed unadvisable, it being in range of the enemy’s sharpshooters, and it was abandoned and subsequently destroyed.
Captain Eichardson engaged the enemy in his front with the two
hlapoleous of the second company until 1 p. m., when one of his guns
was disabled by a shot from one of the three batteries that had been
playing upon him, and he withdrew through the town of Sharpsburg
and joined his section of howitzers on the right and’ rear. Procuring
ammunition and repairing his disabled gun, he reported with his full
battery to General Toombs, and took position on the right and began
firing at the enemy’s infantry, who at this time had crossed the bridge
and was advancing in large force up the hill to his left, and finally getting out of his range, when be retired to a new position.
I afterward ordered Captain Eichardson forvvmrdwith his section of
Eapoleons and the 10-pounder Parrott gun of the first company, under
Lieutenant Galbraith, to the position on the right, near the guns under
Miller, when he opened fire and continued in action until the close of
the engagement at nightfall. The seqtion of 12-pounder howitzers, under
Ijieutenants Hawes and De Eussy, were brought forward at the same
time and assigned a position b^^ General Toombs near his brigade.
Here they opened on the enemy at a distance of 500 yards, and continued firing until the enemy was driven out of range.
Lieut. J. D. Britton was wounded in the arm late in the evening, after
making himself conspicuous during the action for his coolness and solstreet,

dierly bearing.

Captain Eichardson, in his report, expresses himself entirely satisfied
with fhe conduct of his officers, non-commissioned officers, and men.
They behaved in such a manner as to reflect credit upon the second and
of tile corps of which they are a part.
The fourth, under Eshieman, was not idle during this eventful day,
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battalion was so actively and effectually employed. About
noon on the 17th he was directed by General Jones, in front of whose
position he was placed, to remove his battery to a position to guard the
ford below the bridge held by General Toombs. The battery was placed
in position between the Blackford House and the ford, and opened fire
upon the enemy, who were crossing in force. A long-range battery of
the enemy on the opposite bank of the stream opened upon and enfiladed his guns, and he was compelled to retire, not, however, before he
had driven tlie enemy back from the ford. He then received orders
from General D. E. Jones to hold the enemy in check, if possible, until
the arrival of General A. P. Hill, whose division was near at hand.
Tlie enemy soon made another attempt to cross with infantry and cavalry.
Captain Eshleman took a position nearer the ford, and, under
cover of a hill which protected him from the enemy’s battery, opened
At this juncture General Pender
fire upon him with case and shell.
arrived with a portion of General Hill’s command and came to Eshleman’s support. After driving the enemy back a second time, he kept
up a moderate shelling of the woods near the ford until night, when lie
was ordered to retire and bivouac.
Captain Eshleman pays his lieutenants (^7orcora, Battles, and Apps)
a just compliment for their gallant conduct throughout the day, and
especially during the steady and unflinching defense of the ford. His
non-commissioned officers and men vied with their comrades of the first,
second, and third companies, and added fresh laurels to the high stand-

when the

ing of the corps.
Captain Squires, in the latter part of the day, succeeded in refilling
the chests of the remaining section of his battery, and reported to General Toombs with his two 3-inch rifles and a section each of the Maryland Light Artillery and Keilly’s battery, but his services were not then
required the enemy had been driven back at all points.
The casualties in this engagement were 4 killed, 28 wounded, and 2
;

missing.

This closes the imperfect record of the action of the several companies
of the battalion Washington Artillery in the eventful battle before
Sharpsburg, Md. It is to be hoi)ed the general commanding, under
whose immediate eye we fought on both days, will find in it enough to
satisfy him that, without the incentive of revenge for wrongs, the soldiers
of Louisiana are ever among the foremost in the performance of patriotic duty to their country.
Always ready and ever watchful and zealous, Adjt. W. M. Owen has
again placed me under obligation for services on the field. Freqneid.ly,
in my capacity of chief of artillery, during the two days, had I occasion
to send him to distant parts of the field under the heaviest fire.
Gallantly and unhesitatingly he executed every order.
Color-Sergeant Montgomery, as at the battle of Manassas, served me
as aide, and was generally under tire during the engagement of the two
days. He is a deserving and brave gentleman.
Ordnance-Sergeant [B. L.] Brazelman deserves special mention for
his assiduity and unflagging devotion in supplying ammunition and in
the performance of all his duties. He, on this occasion, added to his
well-established reputation of an intelligent, brave, and meritorious
soldier.
I

am, major, very respectfully,
J.

B. WALTOIS",
Colonel^

Maj: G.

Commanding,

Moxley Sorrel,

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Right Wing,

Army

of Northern Virginia,

:
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No. 218.
Reports of Maj. Gen. Lafayette McLaws, C. 8. Army^ commanding division^ of operations September 10-17.

Headquarters
Col. E.

Diyision, October 21, 18G2.

H. CniLTON,

Assistant Adjutant- General
inclose herewith a report of the operations of my command in
Pleasant Valley, Md. There are particular reasons why I should make
a special report of the engagement at Orampton’s Gap ; to do which,
however, it is necessary to obtain reports from Colonel Munford, who
was first in command, and from Colonel Parham (Mahone’s brigade),
who came next after, and made the dispositions previous to the arrival
of General Cobb.
V ery respectfully,
L.
Major- General.
I

McLAWS,

[Incloanre.]

Headquarters Division, October 18, 18G2.
Sir On the 10th ultimo, in compliance with Special Orders, No. 101,
of September 0, 18G2, from your headquarters, I proceeded with my own
and General Anderson’s division, via Burkittsville, to Pleasant Valley,
to take possession of Maryland Heights, and endeavor to capture tln^,
enemy at Harper’s Ferry and vicinity. I reached the valley on the 11th.
Pleasant Valley runs north and south, and is bounded on the east by the
Blue Eidge, on the west by Elk Eidge, the southern portion of which
ridge being more specially designated as Maryland Heights, the distance across in an air-line between the summits of the two ridges being
about 2J or 3 miles. The valley itself is rolling and irregular, having one
main road along or near the foot of the Blue Eidge, and there is another
along the base of Elk Eidge, but it is very much out of repair and not
much used. The Potomac Eiver runs along the south ends of both
ridges. Harper’s Ferry town being on the opposite side of the river but
entirely commanded by Maryland Heights, from which a plunging fire,
from musketry even, can be made into the place. The Baltimore and
Ohio Eailroad, the turnpike to Frederick, Md., through Middletown,
and the canal to Washington City pass along the south end of Blue
Eidge, there being just enough space for them between the mountains
and the river. Tliey also pass under the soutli end of Maryland Heigh ts,
where a crowded space for them has been made by blasting the rocks
:

for a very considerable distance.
The railroad bridge crosses the river
just under the precipice of Maryland Heights, and about 50 yards above
The railroad
it the Yankees had a pontoon bridge for wagons, &c.
bridge was defended by cannon placed on the farther end the narrow
causeway along the river under Elk Eidge, by cannon placed under the
precipice and on the road. The river there is near 400 yards wide. On
the west slope of Elk Eidge the enemy had three heavy guns, placed so
as to command the approaches along the road and the town on the opposite side, and, I believe, the road coming from the west, and they also
swept Bolivar Heights, which defended the approaches to the town from
the side between the Shenandoah and the Potomac, w^est and south. So
long as Maryland Heights was occupied by the enemy. Harper’s Ferry
could never be occupied by us. If we gained possession of the heights,
the town was no longer. tenable to them. Pleasant Walley .was ap;
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proacbed from the east— first, by the railroad, turii{>ike, and eanal, at
the south end of Blue Bid^e; second, by a road over the ridj»e passinj*'
Burkittsville, a small town about a mile or less from the foot of the Blue
llidge, over Brownsville Gap, and by another through a gap to the north
of the last-named road, known as Cramptoifs Ga]). The two last were
about 1 mile apart. The second road was distant from the one along the
south end of the ridge 4 miles. Thus Crampton’s Gap was 5 miles from
the first road along the Potomac. Passing from the valley going west
were two roads— one along the south end of Maryland Heights, already
mentioued, and another through Solomon’s Gap, a slight depression in
Elk Ridge, about 5 miles north of the first. At the south end of Blue
Ridge, and just at the commencement of the pass, coming from the east,
About half-way between that place aud
is the small town of Weverton.
II arper’s Perry, along the turnpike, is another small place called Sandy
Hook. The road from Sandy Hook ran about the middle of the valley,
and joined the main road along the foot of the Blue Ridge 2 miles from
the Potomac. Understanding that there was a road running from
the top of Solomon’s Gap along the ridge to the heights commanding
Harper’s Ferry, I directed General Kershaw, with his brigade and that
of General Barksdale, to proceed along that road and carry the heights,
using infantry alone, as the character of the country forbade the use of
any other arm.
On the 12th he proceeded to carry out the order. I then directed a
brigade of General Anderson’s division (General Wright’s) to ascend the
Blue Ridge with two pieces of artillery, and, proceeding down it to the
point overlooking Weverton, to command the approaches to the pass
General Semmes was left
there, along the turnpike, railroad, and canal.
o])posite the gap the troops had passed over into the valley (the one next
south of Orampton’s Gap), with his own and General Mahon e’s brigade,
commanded by Colonel Parham, with orders to send a brigade to the
top of Solomon’s Gap, to i)rotect the rear of General Kershaw and also
to take i^recautions to guard the passes over the Blue Ridge.
General
Cobb’s brigade was directed to cross the valley, and, marching along its
base, to keep in communication with General Kershaw above and up to
his advance, so as to give support, if possible, if it was needed, and to
serve as a rallying force should any disaster render such necessary. I
then moved down the valley toward the river with the rest of the com-

mand, the inhabitants generally imiiressing it upon me that Maryland
Heights was lined with cannon for a mile and a half. The main force
was kept with the advance of General Kershaw, of which I was constantly informed by signal parties stationed on the heights moving with
General Kershaw. General Kershaw soon encountered the skirmishers
of the enemy, and drove them before him until darkness put an end to
the conflict. General Wright gained his position without opposition,
and at sundown General Anderson pushed forward a brigade (General
Pryor’s), as I directed, and took possession of Weverton, and disposed
the troops to eflectually defend the j^ass. The brigades of Generals
Ar mislead and Cobb were moved up, forming a line across the valley
from the right, commanding the road from Sandy Hook.
Un the 13th, General Kershaw after a very sharp and spirited engagement tlirough the dense woods and over a very broken surface, there
being no road from the point he had ceased operations the night previous, and across two abatis, the last quite a formidable work, the east
and west sides being precipices of 30 or 40 feet, and across the ridge
were breastworks of heavy logs and large rocks succeeded in carrying the main ridge, where the enemy had a telegraiih station, and by

—

—
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in. we bad possession of the entire lieiglits, the enemy going
a road which they had constructed on the side opposite tlie Ferry,
invisible to our troops from the valley, and were fired on by our skirmishers as they crossed the pontoon bridge to Harper’s Ferry town.
The report concerning cannon along the heights proved to be false, as
the enemy used but one battery on the heights, and that was placed on
the road toward Harper’s Ferry, and was withdrawn so soon as the
main ridge was carried. The battery of heavy guns placed on the west
slope of the mountains, which duriug the day fired frequently on the
storming ])arty and drojiped shells in to Pleasant Valley, was spiked and
abandoned at the same time. The troops in the valley were then ad-

4.30 p.

down

vanced, and General Cobb’s brigade occupied Sandy Hook with but little
resistance, the enemy having abandoned the place with their main force
of 1,500 on the night previous, leaving several hundred new muskets and
The road, then, from Harper’s Ferry, which presented
other stores.
egress from the place, coming east, was now completely commanded.
Up to this time I had received no notice of the advance of either General
Jackson or General Walker, except that a courier from General Jackson
brought a dispatch from him to the effect that he hoped his leading division would be near Harper’s Ferry about 2 o’clock on this day, and some
firing in that direction led to the belief that he was advancing.
During
the day heavy cannonading was heard to the east and northeast, and the
cavalry scouts were constantly reimrting the advance of the enemy from
various directions, but the truth of these reports was questionable, as the
lookouts from the mountains saw nothing to confirm them.
On the 14th, the morning vuis employed in cutting a road to the top of
Maryland Heights practicable for artillery. Major McLaws, of my staff’,
had examined the ground, and, reporting a road i^racticable, was directed
to make one, and by 2 p. m. Captain Bead and Captain Carlton, under
the direction of Major-Hamiltou, chief of 'artillery, had two pieces from
each of their batteries in position overlooking Bolivar Heights and the
town. Fire was opened at once, driving the enemy from their works
on the right of Bolivar Heights and throwing shells into the town. In
the meanwhile General Walker, who had informed me of his arrival
after dark on the 13th instant, had opened fire from Loudoun Heights,
and General Jackson’s batteries were playing from several points.
Hearing of an advance of the enemj^ toward the gap over which the command had i)assed into Pleasant Valley, I had, about 12 o’clock, ordered
General Cobb to return with his brigade to the camp near the point
where the road came into the valley, and directed General Semmes to
withdraw the brigade from Solomon’s Gap, leaving a mere guard, and
to tell General Cobb, on his arrival in the vicinity, to take command of
Grampton’s Gap. This gap was over 5 miles from the positions of my
main force. 1 was on Maryland Heights, directing and observing the
fire of our guns, when I heard cannonading in the direction of Crampton’s Gap, but I felt no particular concern about it, as there were three
brigades of infantry in the vicinity, besides the cavalry of Colonel Munford, and General Stuart, wiio was with me on the heights and had just
come in from above, told me he did not believe there was more than a
brigade of the enemy. I, however, sent my adjutant-general to General
Cobb, as also Major Goggin, of my staff', with directions to hold the ga})
if he lost his last man in doing it, and shortly afterward went down the
mountain and started tov/ard the gap. On my way, with General Stuart,
I met my adjutant-general returning, who informed me that the enemy
had forced the ga]) and that re-enforcements were needed by General
Cobb. I at once ordered ui) Wilcox’s brigade, commanded by Col. Alfred
.
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Tenth Georgia Kegiment, who had been detached from
General Semmes^ brigade for that purpose, and rode toward the gap.
Fortunately, night came on and allowed a new arrangement of the
troops to be made to meet the changed aspect of affairs. The brigades
of Generals Kershaw and Barksdale, excepting one regiment of the latter
and two pieces of artillery, were withdrawn from the heights, leaving the
regiment and two rifle pieces on the main height overlooking the town,
and formed line of battle across the valley about 1 J miles below Crampton’s Gap, with the remnants of the brigades of Generals Cobb, Semmes,
and Mahone, and those of Wilcox, Kershaw, and Barksdale, which were
Generals Wright
l)laced specially under command of General Anderson.
nnd Pryor were kept in position guarding the Weverton Pass, and
Generals Armistead and Featherston that from Harper’s Ferry. That
place Avas not yet taken, and I had but to Avait ^nd watch the movements of the enemy. It was necessary to guard three positions: First,
secto present a front against the enemy advancing down the valley
ond, to prevent them from escaping from HarjAer’s Ferry and acting in
conjunction Avith their troops in front third, to prevent an entrance at

Cumiiiiiig, of the

;

;

The force of the enemy engaged and in reserve at
Cram}) ton’s Gap was estimated to be from 15,000 to 25,000 and upward.
The loss in those brigades engaged was, in killed, Avoimded, and missing, A^ery large, and the remnant collected to make front across the\"alley AA^as very small. I had dispatched Lieutenant Tucker, my aide-decamp, Avith a courier and guide, to report to General Lee the condition
of affairs, but, on getting beyond our forces, he rode suddenly on a strong
picket of the enemy, was halted, and fired on by them as he turned and
dashed back. The courier was killed, but Lieutenant Tucker and the
Weverton Pass.

General Stuart had, however, started couriers before
to time during the night, and I, therefore, Avas satisfied that General Lee Avould be informed before morning.
On the 15th the enemy did not advance, nor did they offer any opposition to the troops taking iiosition across the A^alley.
The line to oppose
them from that direction Avas, therefore, formed, and the artillery posted
to the best adA^antage, our artillery on Maryland Heights firing on the
enemy below so soon as light xiermitted.
About 10 a. m. it Avas telegraphed to me from Maryland Heights that
the enemy at Harper’s Ferry had hoisted a white flag and had ceased
tiring.
I at once ordered the troops which were defending the pass from
Harxier’s Ferry to advance their skirmishers along the road to the bridge,
or until they were fired on, and directed all the trains to be sent toward
guide escaped.

that,

and sent others from time

the Ferry, still keexiing the line of battle ox^xiosed to that of the enemy
above. They, in the mean time, were xfianting batteries on the Blue Ridge
to operate against the artillery on the left of the valley looking nortb,
Avhich had been advantageously placed in position by mj^ chief of artillery, Major Hamilton, along the line formed across the valley.
My aidede-camx). Lieutenant Tucker, had been sent to communicate Avith Genei’al Jackson, in Harper’s Ferry, and he returned and reported that
General Jackson Avished to see me. The enemy showing no disposition
to advance, I left the command to General Anderson, Avith directions to
push the train across the river as fast as possible and follow Avith the
infantry Avhen the trains were well OA^er. 1 then rode OA^er and received
orders to x^roceed to Sharxisburg with all x^ossible dispatch. I returned
to Pleasant Valley, and, as the troops had been gradually withdrawn, I
formed a new line across at the foot of the valley, still holding Maryland
Heights and AVeA^erton Pass, and waited until near 2 o’clock, Avheii, the
trains having ])assed over the river, the troops Avere Avithdrawn to llie
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right bank, and, marching through Harper’s Ferry, encamped near Halltown, 4 miles distant, about 8 o’clock on the IGth instant.
The troops that were engaged in the attack and capture of Maryland
Heights are entitled to especial commendation, as they were laboriously
employed for two days aud one night along the summit of the Elk Kidge,
constantly working their way, under lire, during the day, aud at night
resting in position, all this time without water, as none could be obtained but from the valley beneath, over a mile down the mountain, and
at the close of the contest there was not a straggler from the two brigades. General Kershaw, who had special command of this force, acted
in this instance (as he has in all others when under my command) with
great skill, coolness, and daring, and is deserving of special praise. I
refer you to his report for other iiarticulars of the engagement and for
the operations of the^ brigade of General Barksdale, which accomi)anied
him and materially a*ssisted in the capture of the place.
Seeing that the canal was full of water about Weverton, I directed
General Pryor (if tools could be obtained) to cut the canal just above a
culvert near the place, which he did, and thinks the canal was materially damaged.
He also broke the canal lock.
The enemy having forced Orampton’s Gap, thereby completely cutting off my route up the valley to join the forces with General Lee, as
Solomon’s Gap, the only road over Elk Eidge, was just in front of the
one over the Blue Eidge occupied by the enemy, I had nothing to do
but to defend my position. I could not retire under the bluffs along
the river, with the enemy pressing my rear and the forces at Harper’s
Ferry operating in conjunction, unless under a combination of circumstances I could not rely on to happen at the exact time needed could
not pass over the mountain except in a scattered and disorganized condition, nor could have gone through the Weverton Pass into the open
country beyond to cross a doubtful ford when the enemy was in force
on the other side of the Blue Eidge and coming down in my rear. There
was no outlet in any direction for anything but the troops, and that very
doubtful. In no contingency could I have saved the trains and artillery.
I therefore determined to defend myself in the valley, holding
the two heights and the two lower passes in order to force a direct advance down the valley, to prevent co-operation from Hariier’s Ferry,
and at the same time to carry out my orders in relation to the capture
of that x)lace. I received several communications from your headquarters in relation to my position, which were obeyed so far as circumstances permitted, and I acted, in departing from them, as I believed the
commanding general would have ordered had he known the circumstances. The force in HariDer’s Ferry was nearly, if not quite, equal to
my own, and that above was far superior. No attempt was made to cooperate from Harper’s Ferry with the force above, and the force above
did not press down upon me, because, I believe, General Lee offered
battle at Sharjisburg. The early surrender of Harper’s Ferry relieved
me from the situation, and my command joined the main army at Sharpsburg on the morning of the 17th.
My special thanks are due to General Anderson, whose division was
under my command, for his advice and assistance, and the cordial cooperation of all in generally performing their whole duties. The operations at Crampton’s Gap I give in a separate paper.
To the members of my staff’ Major McIntosh, assistant adjutantgeneral ; Majors Goggin, McLaws, and Edwards, acting commissaries of
subsistence j chief surgeon of division. Surgeon Gilmore Captain King,
who accompanied General Kershaw during the whole of his operations
;

—

;
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ou tbe heights Captain Costiu and Lieutenant Tucker, aides-de-camp
Captain Taliaferro and Lieutenant Edwards, ordnance officers I am indebted for their aid and active assistance. Captain Manning, who had
charge of the signal corps, being unable to attend to his duties from a
sudden attack of erysipelas in the head. Captain Costin took charge of
the party, and it rendered very great service during the three days it
was required. Lieutenant Campbell, of the Engineers, also distinguished
himself tor his activity in reconnoitering the positions of the enemy.

—

;

Verv

;

respectfully,

L.

McLAWS,
Major-General.

Col. K.

H. Chilton,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters

Division, October 20, 1862.

Sir: On the morning of September 16, ultimo, my command, consisting of my own division and that of General Anderson, marched through
Harper’s Ferry from Pleasant Valley, and halted near Halltown and a
short distance from the road which turned to the right toward Shepherdstown, which was on the way to Sharpsburg, to which place I had been
directed to march by orders direct from General Lee and afterward from
General Jackson. The entire command was very much fatigued. The
brigades of Generals Kershaw and Barksdale had been engaged on Maryland Heights onthel2th, 13th, and 14th, and onthelSthhad been marched
from the heights to the line of battle up the valley, formed to oppose
that of the enemy below Crampton’s Gap. Those of Generals Cobb,
Semmes, and Mahone (Colonel Parham) had been engaged and badly
crippled at Crampton’s Gap, and all the others had been guarding imlarge number had
portant points under very trying circumstances.
no provisions, and a great portion had not had time or opportunity to
cook what they had. All the troops had been without sleep during the
night previous, except while waiting in line for the wagon trains to pass
over the pontoon bridge at Harper’s Ferry. I had ridden on to Charlestown to look after the sick and wounded from Pleasant Valley, when
notice was sent me to hasten the troops to Sharpsburg. I returned to
camp and started the command at 3 p. m. Halted after dark (and the
night was very dark) within 2 miles of Shepherdstown, when, receiving
orders to hasten forward, again commenced the march at 12 o’clock that
night, many of the regiments still without provisions. I may here state
that the crossing at Harper’s Ferry was very much impeded by the
paroled prisoners passing over the bridge whenever there was an opportunity offered by any accident to the bridge causing temporary
halt in the trains or batteries, which was of frequent occurrence, and
the streets of Harper’s Ferry town were crowded with prisoners and
wagons, all of which prevented me from halting, even for a moment, in
the town, to obtain provisions there.
On the morning of the 17th, about sunrise, the head of my column
reached the vicinity of General Lee’s headquarters near Sharpsburg. I
rode on to the town, looking for General Lee, and on my return, not finding him, met General Longstreet, who directed me to send General Anderson’s division direct down the road to the hill beyond Sharpsburg,
where lie would receive orders. I learned from him wdiere General Lee’s
camp was, and reported to General Lee for orders. He directed me to

A
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my division near to his headquarters, which was done, and I then
rode back to hasten up General Anderson, whose division was in the
rear.
About an hour after this my division was ordered to the front by
nn aide-de-camp of General Lee, Major Taylor. In about 1 mile we
came in rear of the position, which was pointed out by Major Eatchford, of General D. H. HilPs staff, as the one the division was to occupy.
I was, of course, entirely ignorant of the ground and of the location of
the troops. General Hood, however, who was present, pointed out the
direction for the advance, and my line of battle was rapidly formed.
General Cobb’s brigade on the right, next General Kershaw’s, Generals
Barksdale and Semmes on the left. Just in front of the line was a large
body of woods, from which parties of our troops, of whose command I
do not know, were seen retiring, and the enemy, I could see, were advancing rapidly, occupying the place. My advance was ordered before
the entire line of General Kershaw could be formed. As the enemy were
tilling the woods so rapidly, I wished my troops to cross the open space
between us and the woods before they were entirely occupied. It was
made steadily and in perfect order, and the troops were immediately engaged, driving the enemy before them in magnihcent style at all points,
sweeping the woods with perfect ease and inflicting great loss on the
enemy. They were driven not only through the woods, but over a field
in front of the woods, and over two high fences be^^ond and into another
body of woods over half a mile distant. From the commencement of the
fight, the men were scattered, by the engagement, through the woods
where the enemy made their only stand, and, there being no immediate
support, the several brigades fell back into the woods, and the line, to
maintain the position, was formed by the brigades of Generals Eansom
(Walker’s division) and Armistead (General Anderson’s division), which
had been sent to my support; of General Early, which was already in
])osition, and the brigades of Generals Barksdale and Kershaw. Cajitain
Bead’s battery had been placed in position on the right of the woods,
which we had entered, and did most excellent service, but it was exposed to such a severe fire. General Kershaw ordered it back after losing
14 officers and men and IG horses. Another battery, Captain Carlton’s,
which I had ordered into position in the woods in front of General
Eansom’s brigade, was so severely cut up in a short time by the direct
and cross-fires of numerous batteries that I ordered it to retire. The
enemy did not make an attemxit to retake the woods after they were
driven from them, as 1 have mentioned, but kept up a terrific fire of artillery.
There was an incessant storm of shot and shell, grape and canister, but the loss inflicted by the artillery was comx)aratively very small.
Fortunately, the woods were on the side of a hill, the main slope of
which was toward us, with numerous ledges of rocks along it. Thus it
was, our men, althougii under this fire for hours, suffered so little from
it.
I could do nothing but defend the ])osition my division occupied.
The line was too weak to attemi)t an advance. There were not men
enough to make a continuous single line. In some places for considerable distance there were no men at all, while just beyond us, across an
open field, about 400 or 500 yards distant, were the lines of the enemy,
apparently double and treble, supporting numerous batteries, which
crossed fire over every portion of the ground. The artillery of the enemy
was so far superior to our own in weight of metal, character of guns
and numbers, and in quality of ammunition, that there was but very
little to be gained by opposing ours to it, and I therefore did not renew
the atteini)t after the first exiieriments. The ground over which the
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Mississippi Brigade (General Barksdale) advanced, and to liis right, was
thickly strewn with the dead and wounded of the enemy, far exceeding
onr OAvn, and their dead were much more numerous than their Avounded.
The close proximity of the combatants to each other may account for
the disproportion. General Cobb’s brigade, going in, extended itself
farther to the right than I intended, but the colonel commanding. Colonel
[C. C.] Sanders, Twenty-fourth Georgia, did not hear my orders to correct the error, so it is reported, and, the engagement commencing immediatel}", the brigade went on to a position several hundred yards to the
right of the woods and defended it. General Semmes was sent to the
left just after his brigade came on the ground, by direction of General
Jackson, to give supx^ort to General Stuart. His brigade drove the
enemy through the woods and beyond them for a considerable distance.

General Kershaw’s brigade Avas more exposed in its first advance than
other, as it had to move oA^er a large, open space before reaching
the woods, which then afforded less protection, but the command went
on with enthusiasm and drove the enemy up to their batteries and
reseiwes, and then retired to theAvoods from which they had first driven
the enemy, as did the other brigades of Cobb, Semmes, and Barksdale,
because of the Aveakness of their own lines, the want of immediate supI call attenport, the want of ammunition, and the fatigue of the men.
tion to the fact that Colonel [J. 1).] .Nance, commanding the Third South
Carolina Begiment, of General Kershaw’s brigade, brought his regiment
from the ground in perfect order and formed it in the rear, to be supplied
This perfect control
Avith ammunition, Avith tlie precision of a parade.
of his men is owing to the high state of discipline and good drill for
Avhich his regiment is distinguished. General Barksdale reformed on the
ground he Avent over; General Semmes Avas placed in reserve in his
rear General Cobb’s brigade on the left of General KershaAv, who had

any

;

moved to the left of the line.
The enemy having abandoned their attempt

previously

to advance, 1 had an
opportunity to examine the relative positions of our troops and those of
the enemy, and soon became convinced that we had nothing to gain by
an advance of our troops. The strong position of the enemy w^as along
the Antietam, the right bank of which (the side toward our army)
AA^as SAA^ept by numerous batteries of artillery posted along the left bank,
Avhich commanded the right. Their position along the left bank was
a very strong one, having the Antietam in their ifont and Maryland
Heights in their rear. For us to force them back on the Antietam Avas to
force them to concentration on their reserA^es, of which we had none,
to AA^eaken our lines, and scatter our troops, so that, in the event of a
reverse, no rally of any considerable body could be made, and the final
results would not probably have been such as to have entitled us to
claim, as Ave now can, the battle of Sharpsburg as one of the greatest
successes, if not the greatest success, of the war, when the enormous
disparity betAveen our forces and those of the Yankees are considered.
Brigadier-Generals KershaAV, Semmes, and Barksdale deserve high
])raise for their heroic conduct in the fight and for the skillful manner
Colonel Sanders, Twenty-fourth Georgia,
their brigades Avere handled.
Avlio commanded Cobb’s brigade during the first part of the engagement,
carried it forAvard in good order, and the brigade maintained its position
and drove the enemy for some distance, retiring only after losing 43 per
cent, of its strength. Lieutenant-Colonel MacBae, of the Fifteenth North
Carolina llegiment, commanded the brigade during the latter part of the
fight.

:
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losses in the different brigades, including the different batteries,

were as follows

in connection with the small number of missing, shows
yet how gloriously, their success was obtained.
It is with sincere regret that I have to state my adjutant- general,
Maj. T. S. McIntosh, was killed, shot through the heart while carrying out one of my orders. The country has lost in him as brave and
as gallant an officer and gentleman as any that survive him. My inspector-general, Major Goggin, was with me during the day, carryingorders and superintending their execution, in the performance of which
duties he exhibited great daring and cool, sound judgment. To Captain
King and Lieutenant Tucker, aides-de-camp, and Captain Costin, signal
officer; Lieutenant Campbell, of the Engineers, and Lieutenant Edwards,
ordnance officer, I am indebted for their zeal and activity their gallantry was conspicuous in the i)erformance of their duties. Col. Henry
Coalter Cabell, chief of artillery, who had been absent, sick, joined me
on the field, and remained during the rest of the engagement.
I inclose reports of brigade commanders, and call attention to their
*
notices of individual merit.

Which, taken

how

dearlj^,

;

Very

respectfully.

McLAWS,

L.

Major- General.

The Adjutant-General,
Headquarters General Longstreet.

Beturn of casualties in McLaws’ division in

the engagement on
her 13. 1862.

Engaged.

Maryland Heights, Sentem-

Wounded.

Killed.

men.

men.

men.

Command.
Aggregate.

Enlisted

Barksdale’s brigade
13th Mississippi.
17th Mississippi.
18th Mississippi.
21st Mississippi.

Total

Enlisted

Enlisted
Officers.

Officers.

20
24
24
22

190
260
170
250

90

870

Officers.

1

5
5
2
2

6
7
2
2

1

14

17

2

2
1

:

;
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— Continued.

Return of casualties in McLaws' division at the battle of Cranipton’s Gap, September

14,

1862.

Engaged.

Killed.

men.

"Wounded.

Missing.

0)

men.

men.

a

Command.

Aggregate.

Enlisted

Enlisted

Enlisted
OfiBcers.

Officers.

Officers.

Officers.

1
Cobb’s brigade
Georgia Legion
16th Georgia
24th Georgia

22
27
22
27

l.'ith North Carolina
Troup Artillery

226
341
270
375
30

4
4
3

99 1, 242

12

1

1

7
20
9
10
1

2
6
9

47

18

1

W

1

9

144
102
55
115

190
187
126
183
4

26

416

690

t37

59

21
50
50
47
3

12
5

171

,

Total

Seram es’ brigade
10th Georgia

18

155

tl9

t3

Return of casualties in McLaivs’ division at the battle of Sharpsburg, Md., September 17,
1862.

Engaged.

Killed.

"Wounded.

men.

men.

Missing.

men.

men.

Command.
Aggregate.

Enlisted

Enlisted

Officers.

Officers.

Enlisted

Enlisted
Officers.

Officers.

Barksdale’s brigade
l.lvh Mississippi..
17th Mississippi..
18th Mississippi..
21st Mississippi..
Howitzer Battery.

24
22
24
18

Total

Not engaged.

+

1

1

178
248
162
182
32

89

802

5

Officers

1

3

5
9
10
3
1

7
10
7
3

47
67
62
53

28

27

230

2
2

62
88
80
62
2

4

294

1

and men not separately reported,

:
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division, 4’C.

Engaged.

— Continued.
Wounded.

Killed.

d
a
a

Command.

XSXl

IChap.

d

Missing.

d

0

c
a

<D

a

4)

a

xs

CO

u

O)

O

4)

<u

i

(D

w

m
o

.03

O

.03

«

a
o

'a

W

£
0)
o

a

'fl

o

W

4>
Aggregate.

03
'fl

w

Cobb’s brigade

15tb North Carolina
Troup Artilleiy

Total

Kershaw’s brigade
2d South Carolina.
3d South Carolina
7th South Carolina
8th South Carolina
Read’s battery
Total

4

1

8

5

3

4

1

3

5

18
38
47

1

1

7

17

11

118

26
27
29
26
4

227
239
45
74

2
1
6
1
1

15
10
17
1
3

7
5
10
11

70
66
107
6
10

112

824

11

46

33

259

13

21
14
15

134
255
114
143

8
3
6

3

16
10
10
12

4

59
60
58
53

1

3

63

646

5

48

22

233

272

21

139

9^

239.

13
26
45
63
9

2
8

10

156

94
84
140
23
14

2

4

355

6

Semmes’ brigade:
10th
53d
15th
32d

Georgia
Georgia*
Virginia!
Vii'ginia,

1

1

Manly’s battery
Total

Grand

total

2,

83
80
75
72

6

4
314

6
26

1,

119

No. 219.
Reports of Brig. Gen. J. B. Kersliatv, C. S. Army^ eommanding brigade, of
operations September 12-18.

Hdqrs. Kershaw^s Brigade, McLaws’ Division,
September 2b, 1862.

Major: On

the morning of the 12th instant I was directed, with
Barksdale’s Mississippi brigade and my own (South Carolina), to move
from Brownsville and occuiiy the Maryland Heights, taking the road by
Solomon’s Gap to the summit of Elk Eidge, and thence, along the ridge,
to the point which overlooks and commands Harper’s Ferry. At an
early hour the command was in motion and reached the gap without
opposition. At this point, however, the pickets of the enemy were discovered, and it became necessary to aj)proach the position carefully, witli
skirmishers thrown well to the right and left. This being done, the enemy
withdrew his picket after a few scattering shots. Beaching the summit
of the mountain, skirmishers were thrown well down the mountain to my
Captain Cuthright, while the column filed to the left along the ridge.
bert. Second South Carolina Begiment, commanding the skirmishers on
the right, soon encountered a volley from about three companies of cavalry, but upon the fire being returned the enemy left with some loss.
About a mile farther on. Major Bradley, Mississippi regiment, commanding skirmishers, reported an abatis across the line of march, from
Lieutenant Brown

killecl.

t

Capt. A. V. England killed,
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wliicli he was fired upon by a picket.
Directing him to press forward
and ascertain the force in front, he soon overcame the obstacle without
further resistance. Leaving then the path, which at that point passed
down the mountain to the right, we filed along the crags on the ridge.
The natural obstacles were so great that we only reached a position
about a mile from the point of the mountain at 6 o^clock p. m. Here an
abatis was discovered, extending across the mountain, flanked on either
side by a ledge of precipitous rocks. A sharp skirmish ensued, w^hich

satisfied me that the enemy occupied the position in force.
I therefore
directed Major Bradley to retire his skirmishers, and deployed my brigade in two lines, extending across the entire practicable ground on the
summit of the mountain, the Eighth Eegiment, Colonel Henagan, on
the right, and the Seventh, Colonel Aiken, on the left, constituting the
first line
the Third Eegiment, Colonel Kance, in rear of the Eighth,
and the Second Eegiment, Colonel Kennedy, in rear of the Seventh, constituting the second line; General Barksdale’s brigade immediately in
rear.
These dispositions being made, the approach of night prevented
further operations the commands rested on their arms in the position
indicated until the morning of the 13th, when I moved forward my first
line to the attack.
Early in the advance, the Eighth Eegiment encountered a ledge of rock which cut them off from further participation in the
attack; but Colonel Aiken moved briskly forward, under a heavy fire of
musketry, surmounted the difficult abatis, and drove the enemy from his
position in about twenty minutes. The enemy is stated by prisoners to
have been 1,200 strong at this point. They retired about 400 yards, to
a much stronger position, a similar abatis, behind which was a breastwork of logs, extending across the mountain, flanked, as before, by precipitous ledges of rock.
I had, at the commencement of the attack, directed General Barksdale
to form his brigade down the face of the mountain to my left, in prolongation of the two lines on the summit, it having appeared the night
before that the enemy’s skirmishers occupied a part of that face of the
mountain. I now directed General Barksdale to advance his command,
and attack the enemy in flank and rear, while I pressed him in front.
x\gain I moved forward the Seventh and Eighth Eegiments. Beaching the abatis, a most obstinate resistance was encountered, and a fierce
lire kept up, at about 100 yards distance, for some time.
Our loss was
;

;

h(‘avy, and I found it necessary to send in Colonel Nance’s Third Eegiment to supjmrt the attack. They, too, were stoutly resisted. General

Barksdale then sent me word that he had, with great labor, overcome
the difficulties of the route and had reached the desired position, but
that he could not bring his men to the crest of the mountain without
encountering our fire, as he was in rear of the enemy. I sent to direct
onr fire to cease, hoping that we might capture the whole force if General Barksdale could get up.
Before this order was extended, the right
company of Colonel Eiser’s regiment, Barksdale’s brigade, fired into a
body of the enemy’s sharpshooters lodged in the rocks above them, and
tlieir whole line broke into a perfect rout, escaping down the mountain
sides to their rear. This took place at 10.30 o’clock a. m. General
Barksdale was directed to occui)y the point of the mountain, which he
did without encountering anjThing more than a picket of the enemy,
which he soon disi)osed of. In their retreat the enemy abandoned and
spiked three heavy guns, which were in position on the lower slope of
tli(i mountain toward Harper’s Ferry, and left considerable commissary
stores, ammunition, and a number of tents near the same place.
The
guns were left by me, as it was impossible to remove them without fur-
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Lieutenant-Colonel McElroy was directed to destroy all the
which he could not remove when he left his position.
The next day, through the exertions of Major McLaws’ assistant quartermaster, a road was opened, and four Parrott guns brought up the mountain and placed in position two pieces Bead’s battery, commanded by
Captain Bead, and two pieces Captain Carlton’s battery, commanded
by Captain Carlton. As the major-general commanding was present on
Sunday, and witnessed the constancy and efficiency of the fire of these
guns, it is not necessary for me to refer further to it.
Sunday night I received orders to withdraw the command from the
mountain and proceed to Brownsville, to meet the enemy in that direction, leaving Lieutenant-Colonel McElroy’s Thirteenth Mississippi Begiment and Bead’s two pieces of artillery.
left the mountain at
daylight Monday morning. In this engagement our loss was heavy;
but three of my regiments were engaged, the ground not admitting of
the employment of a larger number. The Seventh and Eighth Begiments exhausted their ammunition, and the Third Begiment had but a
few rounds left when the place was carried. Prisoners were taken from
three different regiments of the enemy, one of which was represented
to number 1,000 men. J^any of the enemy were left dead on the field,
but, from the statement of prisoners and the indications in the rear, it
is certain that they removed the most of their dead and wounded during
the action. The conduct of the whole command, contending as they were
against the most formidable natural obstacles, without water, which could
not be obtained nearer than the foot of the mountain, and encountering
an enemy most strongly posted and superior in numbers to all that could
be brought into position against him, is worthy of the highest commendation. To General Barksdale I am much indebted for his hearty
co-operation and valuable assistance. Dr. T. W. Salmond and the medical staff of the brigade were assiduous in the discharge of their duties,
under great difficulties, as their ambulances and stores could not be
brought upon the mountain. I am much indebted to Major Bradley,
of the Mississippi regiment, for his brave and efficient handling of our
advanced skirmishers. Col. D. Wyatt Aiken, and his officers and men,
who bore the brunt of the battle and suffered the greatest loss, are
particularly deserving of mention. Of all the regiments engaged, it is
worthy of mention that not one man went to the rear uninjured during
the engagement. My thanks are especially due to Captain Holmes, assistant adjutant- general; Lieutenant Dwight, acting adjutant and inspector-general, and Lieutenant Doby, aide-de-camp, for most efficient
and intelligent discharge of the staff duties on the field. I regret to say
that Lieutenant Dwight was seriously injured by a fall from the rocks
while communicating a message to General Barksdale.
I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. B. KEBSHAW,
ther time.

stores, &c.,

—

We

[Brigadier- General].

Hdqrs. Kershaw’s Brigade, McLaws’ Division,
Near Winchester, Ya., October 9, 1802.

Major In obedience to orders from division headquarters, I have
the honor to transmit a report of the operations of my command at the
battle of Sharpsburg
Owing to the exigencies of the service, my command were without
their usual supply of subsistence from Monday morning, September 13,
until the night of the 17th. They were also under arms or marching
:
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nearly the whole of the nights of Monday and Tuesday, arriving at
Sharpsburg at daylight on Wednesday morning, September 17. As a
consequence, many had become exhausted and fallen out on the wayside, and all were worn and jaded.
About 9 o^clock we were ordered forward to the relief of General
Jackson’s forces, then engaged on the left, in the wood in rear of the
church. The Georgia and Mississippi brigades were formed in a plowed
field to the right and rear of the wood; my brigade in their rear in the
same field. The enemy was discovered in the wood, advancing toward
its right fiice, where some of our guns had been abandoned before our
arrival.
Perceiving this, Major-General McLaws directed me to occupy
that part of the wood in advance of them while our lines were being
formed. For this purpose I ordered forward, at double-quick, Colonel
Kennedy’s Second South Carolina Kegiment to march by a flank to the
extreme point of the wood; then by the front to enter it. Before the
head of the regiment had reached the point, and when entangled in a
rail fence, the enemy opened fire upon them from a point not more than
60 yards distant. They iiromptly faced to the front, and returned the
At the same
fire so rapidly as to drive the enemy almost immediately.
time the brigades of Cobb and Barksdale, now on their left, advanced
I then hurried up my three remaining regiments
to their support.
the Eighth, Lieutenant Colonel [A. J.] Hoole; Seventh, Colonel [D. W.]
Aiken, and Third, Colonel Nance and conducted them to the right of
Colonel Kennedy, who by this time had advanced beyond the wood and
to the left of the church, driving the enemy. I then ordered Bead’s
battery to a position on the hill to the right of the wood and sent in
Colonel Manning, who reported to me on the field, with Walker’s brigade,
to the right of my brigade. Our troops made constant progress for some
time along the whole line, driving in column after column of the enemy.
Colonel Aiken’s regiment approached within 30 yards of one of the
batteries, driving the men from the guns, and only gave way when enfiladed by a new battery placed in position near them, leaving Major
White dead and one-half their men killed or wounded upon the field.
About this time the enemy was heavily re-enforced, and our line fell
back to the wood, which was never afterward taken from us. Bead’s
battery, having suffered greatly in the loss of men and horses, was withdrawn, by my order, when the infantry fell back. The lines were reorganized behind the fences, near where they entered the fight, and their
exhausted cartridge-boxes replenished.
Later in the day we moved to the left of General Early’s command,
which occupied the wood to the left of the church, where we remained
until ordered to move across the river on Thursday night, September
18.
I deem it proper to state that I left two companies on picket in front
of our lines when we marched under command of Captain Hance, of the
Third Begiment, with instructions to remain until relieved by the cavalry.
After daylight next morning. Captain Hance, not having been relieved, ])erceived the enemy advancing in line of battle, and brought off
his men in safety and good order, passing the cavalry pickets some distance in his rear.
I cannot too highly commend to your notice the gallant conduct of
the troops of my command.
The Eighth Begiment carried in but 45 men rank and file, and lost
23 ofilcers and men.
The Second Begiment was the first to attack and drive the enemy.
Colonel Kennedy was i)ainfully wounded in the first charge, and was
sent by myself from the field. After our lines were first driven back,
55 R R VOL XIX, PT I
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under command of Major [Franklin] Gaillard, they rallied and broke a
fresh line of battle that attempted to follow them.
The Third Kegiment, led by its efficient commander, twice changed
front on the field in magnificent order, and, after twice driving the enemy,
retired with the precision of troops on review.
The Seventh, led by Colonel Aiken, trailed their progress to the cannon’s mouth with the blood of their bravest, and, when borne back by
resistless force, rallied the remnant left under command of Capt. John
S. Hard, the senior surviving officer.
Colonel Aiken was most dangerously wounded, and every officer and man in the color company either
killed or wounded, and their total loss 140 out of 268 men carried in.
The colors of this regiment, shot from the staff, formed the winding-sheet
of the last man of the color company at the extreme point reached by
our troops that day.
Major White, whose death we lament, was a most gallant and accomplished officer of elevated character and noble principles. No better or
braver soldier survives him.
Head’s battery performed the most important service in a position of
great danger. Second Lieut. Samuel B. Parkman was killed on the field,
gallantly discharging his duty. One gun was disabled and abandoned,
and so many horses as to render it necessary to bring off their pieces
severally. The acts of individual heroism performed on this memorable
day are so numerous that regimental commanders have not attempted to
particularize them.
I am, as usual, greatly indebted to Captain Holmes, assistant adjutant-general, and Lieutenant Doby, aide-de-camp, of my staff, for intelligent and efficient assistance in carrying orders to all parts of the field.
They were everywhere exposed, with characteristic courage.
Privates Baurn and Deas, orderlies, were also with me in the field,
bearing themselves with courage and intelligence. The latter had his
horse shot in three places.
I have already transmitted a statement of our losses.
I am, major, very respectfullv, your obedient servant,
J. B. KEESHAAY,
Brigadier- General, Commanding,

Maj.

James M. Goggin,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 220.

Report of Capt John P.

IF.

Bead, commanding battery, of operations
September 17.

Camp Brigadier-General Kershaw’s Brigade,
October 20, 1862.

Colonel Your
:

note of 19th instant has just been received, and con-

tents noted.
About 3 p. m. of Wednesday, the 17th ultimo, near Sharpsburg, Md.,
I was ordered by one of General Lee’s staff to take my two rifle guns
and report to him (General Lee), who was in the woods on the lefthand side of the road this side of the town. I did so, and was ordered
to take my guns and place them in a position so as to bear upon the
enemj^ across some fields over on the right of the road. In going to
occupy this position the axle of my 3-inch gun gave way. I then had
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so fixed as to be able to remove it to a safe position, and on Thursday
evening turned it (the gun) over to one of your wagons for transportaI had it put into the wagon and have since seen the gun at Wintion.
chester, at the stone church. The gun-carriage was much injured, a few
days before, in going up and coming down the mountain (the ^Maryland
Heights) near Harper’s Ferry, where it was in use nearly two days.
The carriage and limber were left behind, the captain in charge of the
train refusing to take them in charge, and I had not the horses, having
lost 20 killed and wounded in action in the battle of the morning.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
it

JOHN
Captain^
Lieut. Col. E. P.

Commanding

Battery^

P.

W. READ,

Ker shale’s Brigade.

Alexander.

No. 221.
Beports of Col. James I). Nance, Third South Carolina Infantry, of action
on Maryland Heights and battle of Sharpsburg.

Camp on Opequon Creek,

Va.,
September 22, 1862.
Sir Tinder command of General Kershaw, my regiment, with the
others of his brigade, ascended Elk Ridge, opposite Brownsville, on the
12th instant, and marched the whole day .on the ridge of the mountain,
to attack the enemy posted on Maryland Heights. Late in the evening,
having come up with the enemy, in obedience to orders I formed my
regiment on the right of aline composed of Colonel Kennedy’s regiirent
(the Second South Carolina) and my own, and in rear of a liiiO composed
of Colonel Henagan’s (the Eighth South Carolina) and Colonel Aiken’s
(the Seventh South Carolina) regimtmts. In this position we slept the
:

whole night.
Early the next morning, the front line was advanced to the attack,
while the second line, to which I belonged, was held in reserve. The
enemy was soon driven from his first position behind an abatis, when I
was ordered forward and thrown in front of Colonel Kennedy’s regiment, the nature of the ground and the position, and the position of the
enemy, admitting if not requiring a shortening of the second line. After
a short rest, the attack was renewed by the Seventh and Eighth Regiments upon the enemy, who had fallen back to a stronger position.
After they were engaged for some time, I was ordered by General Ker-

shaw to advance, pass over Colonel Aiken’s regiment, and try to carry
the works behind which the enemy were posted. I immediately advanced, and, as I reached the nearer edge of the abatis, received a
deadly volley from behind the breastworks of the enemy. My command never faltered, but opened in reply as soon as they had cleared
Colonel Aiken’s regiment. The ground was such that the two companies
on the right (B and F) were not very actively engaged, and another (E)
had been detached early in the day on picket duty, so only seven companies were in the thickest of the fight. The enemy had made the approach to their well and heavily constructed breastworks (made of chestnut logs) very difficult by the felliug of timber for the distance of about
40 yards to their front. I thought it unadvisable to attempt to carry
the work at the point of the bayonet until I had engaged them by fire
for a time, while I could discover more of their position and force. After
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observing for a time, I sent Lieutenant Pope to General Kershaw to suggest a flank movement on the enemy’s left by Colonel Henagan’s regiment, then on my right. Just before Lieutenant Pope returned, the fire
of the enemy slackened, and a yell arose from my ranks, indicating the
yielding or perhaps the repulse of the enemy. Almost simultaneously
\^ith the happening of this event. Lieutenant Pope returned and reported that General Kershaw ordered me to cease firing, as General
’s brigade had arrived in a position to make a demonstration on
their right flank, and my fire might interfere with this movement.
I
accordingly ceased firing, and discovered that the works in front were
entirely deserted. Very soon afterward I moved forward and held the
works, capturing 5 prisoners, several blankets, canteens, guns, &c.
I then reported, through Lieutenant Pope, acting adjutant, my position
to General Kershaw, who ordered the Second Regiment, Colonel Kennedy, forward and my regiment to the rear to rest and refresh themselves.

The conduct

of

my command was

gallant

and entirely satisfactory

to

After going to the rear I made details to bury the dead, and, in
conjunction with Colonel Aiken, sent out and gathered the arms and
accouterments that were to be found on the field. The parties assigned
to these duties performed them with creditable dispatch.
I herewith submit a list* of casualties in the regiment resulting from

me.

this

engagement.

Yery

respectfully, yours, &c.,

JAMES
Colonel^

Capt. C. R.

D.

NANCE,

Commanding Third South Carolina Regiment.

Holmes,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Camp on Opequon Creek,

Ya.,
September 22, 1862.
Sir Early on the morning of the 17th instant, my regiment was placed
in its position in line of battle, near Sharpsburg, Md., and to the east of
the turnpike running from Shepherdstown, W. Ya., to that place. The
position was nearly parallel to a line of woods in which the enemy were
posted southeast of the stone church, in the vicinity of Sharpsburg.
After holding this position for a few minutes ni}^ command was put into
action by General Kershaw immediately after a regiment of General
Barksdale’s brigade. The command advanced steadily, with spirit, under
a heavy fire drawn by the troops in front, until we passed through the
woods and to the farther skirt, where, for the first time, we were sufficiently increased to open fire. In advancing through the woods, I found
it advisable to change my direction slightly to the left, and it was in this
direction that ray line ran when I engaged the enemy at a halt on the
outer skirt of the woods. I now closed the line to greater compactness,
and pushed clear of the woods and out into the open field beyond, where
the enemy gave way with considerable disorder. His line to my right,
supported by strong batteries, was more steadfast, and I found, after advancing some distance in the open field, that I was leaving his forces on
my right to my rear, which, together with the fire then opened on me
from his batteries on their right and which enfiladed my line, rendered
:
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No enemy was then visible to me in my front;
a change of front on my first company, which threw my
line in a slight hollow that afforded me protection from the artillery fire
then raging, and left me in a position to co-operate on the enemy’s flank
and in any movement against his force in that direction. I directed my
men to lie down under cover of the hill in front, while I kept a strict
watch for any demonstration of our forces in his front. It was not long
before our line advanced most beautifully through the woods up the open
slope beyond. The enemy’s line broke, and immediately I advanced up
the hill across a small road, climbed a fence, and passed to the summit
of a hill in a freshly plowed field, where I opened fire ui)on the enemy.
Soon he was re-enforced, and, under the heavy fire of artillery and the
press of fresh troops, our line on my right, that just before advanced in
such admirable style, fell back so far that I retired to the road i had
just crossed. There I halted and fired for a time, until a farther retirement required me to fall back to the hollow in which I had before
changed my front. There I remained until the movements of the enemy
and the absence of proper supports determined me to retire to the woods.
They could
I sent officers out to ascertain the position of our forces.
find no force, and I retired into the oi)en field near where our line was
There Lieut. W. D. Farley, aide-de-camp, informed me
first formed.
that I was without proper support, and advised (from his knowledge of
the condition of our forces) me to take up my position there behind a
rail fence, running about parallel to the woods.
I then acquainted both
Brigadier-General Kershaw and Major-General McLaws with my position, and requested orders.
I was directed to remain in my position,
and, at my request. General McLaws assisted in replenishing my cartridge-boxes.
I remained here for over an hour, when the crossartillery fire of the enemy became so severe that Brigadier- General Kershaw moved that part of his brigade at that point farther to the left
and in a southerly direction, and about a quarter of a mile from the first
position occupied by us that day. The line then formed was where the
woods joined a corn-field, and its direction made an obtuse angle with
the direction of the first line. My command remained on this line until
we began our retrograde movement on the night of the 18th.
The conduct of my command was highly gratifying to me. They
were even unushally manageable, and preserved such order as I never
before saw on a battle-field. They came out of the action in almost as
good order as that in which they entered. Where nearly every one did
so well it is difficult, if not invidious, to distinguish particular persons.
Api)ended is a list * of casualties resulting from the action.

my

position hazardous.

so" I effected

Very

respectfullv, yours, &c.,

JAMES
Colonel^

Capt. C.

11 .

D.

NANCE,

Commanding Third South Carolina Regiment,

Holmes,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

—The difference

in the number of men carried into action on
to be explained by stating that a large detail was
left at narx)er’s Ferry to bring up rations.
N. B. It is proper to state that during all the maneuvers I have
attempted to describe, my command was under fire of artillery or smallarms, or both.

P. S.

the 17th and 13th

is

—

Embodied

in tabular statement, p. 862.
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No. 222,
Cobb., C. S. Army, commanding brigade^ of
the battle of Cramptoids Pass.

Report of Brig. Gen. Howell

Brigade Headquarters,
Opequon Crossing, September 22, 1862.
General On the 13tli instant I was ordered by you to take and
hold possession of Sandy Hook, near Harper’s Ferrj^ which was done,
without serious opposition. On the 14tli my command was ordered by
you to return to our former camp, at Brownsville. This order was received
about 1 o’clock p.m., and the bri^^ade was immediately marched to that
point, reaching there about 4 p, m. 1 had been in camp about an hour
when I received a message from Colonel Munford, at Orampton’s Gap,
distant about 2 miles, recommending the removal of my command to that
point, as the enemy were pressing the small force at the gap.
I immediately ordered my two strongest regiments to march to their support.
Before, however, the head of the column had filed into the road I
received a message from Colonel Parham, who was in command of
Mah one’s brigade at the gap, to the effect that the enemy was pressing
him hard with overwhelming numbers, and appealing for all the support I could bring to him. 1 immediately ordered the remaining two
regiments to march, and accompanied the command in person. As I was
marching the last of the column, I received a message from you, through
your assistant adjutant-general (Major McIntosh) that I must hold the
gap if it cost the life of every man in mj^ command. Thus impressed
with the imi)ortance of the position, I went forward with the utmost
dispatch. When I reached the top of the mountain, I found that the
enemy had been repulsed and driven back in the center and had been
pursued down the other side of the mountain by Mahone’s brigade. I
soon discovered, however, that the enemy, by their greatly superior
numbers, were flanking us both upon the right and left. Two of my regiments were sent to the right and two to the left to meet these movements of the enemy. In this we were successful, until the center gave
way, pressed by fresh troops of the enemy and increased numbers. Up
to this time the troops had fought well, and maintained their ground
against greatly superior forces. The Tenth Georgia Eegiment, of General Semmes’ brigade, had been ordered to the gap from their position
at the foot of the mountain, and participated in the battle with great
courage and energy. After the lines were broken, all my efforts to rally
the troops were unsuccessful. I was enabled to check their advance by
momentary rallies, and, the night coming on, I made a successful staud
near the foot of the mountain, which position we held during the night,
and until a new position was taken about day- dawn the next morning,
in the rear of Brownsville, which position was held until the surrender
of Harper’s Ferry.
General Semmes’ brigade and Wilcox’s brigade,
under the command of Colonel Gumming, of the Tenth Georgia Kegiment, had been ordered, the former by General Semmes, the latter by
yourself, to my support.
They came up to the position I occupied
during the night they could not liave reached me sooner. The whole
number of troops engaged on our side did not exceed 2,200, whilst the
force of the enemy was variously estimated from 10,000 to 20,000 men.
It could not have been less than 10,000 and probably reached 15,000.
:

j

It is impossible for

me

to report the casualties, as the fate of only a

few of the large number missing is certainly known. Of the number
Avho went into the battle there are now missing and unaccounted for
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over 800. The larger portion of this number is believed to be prisoners,
as we were flanked on both the right and the left by the enemy, and, thus
surrounded, our men were compelled to surrender. For the most successful rally made on the retreat from the crest of the mountain I was indebted to a section of the Troup Artillery, under Lieutenant [Henry] Jennings. They had been ordered forward, and had reached a point where,
under the terrific fire of the enemy, their pieces were placed in position,
and, by their prompt and rapid firing, checked for a time the advance
of the enemy. One of the pieces was brought ofi safely j the other was
When I reached the gap I found both
lost by an accident to the axle.
Colonel Munford and Colonel Parham active* and energetic in the discharge of their duty, which continued to the end of the fight. Shortly
after the lines were broken, and I was endeavoring to rally the troops.
General Semmes appeared on the field, and, at great exposure and with
great coolness and courage, gave me his cordial aid ‘and co-operation.
All of the members of my staff were on the field, and did all that could
be done under the circumstances. One of them. Col. John B. Lamar,
of Georgia, volunteer aide, whilst near my side, earnestly rallying the
men, received a mortal wound, of which he died the next day. No nobler
nor l)raver man has fallen in this war. There were many other acts of
personal courage which circumstances prevent me from mentioning at
present. The remnant of my brigade marched with the rest of your
division from Harper’s Ferry, and was engaged in the battle of the
17th, at Sharpsburg. I was necessarily absent for two days from the
command, and reached it the morning after the battle, and the present
absence of the officer then in ct)mmand of this brigade prevents a report at this time of that day’s operation.
Accompanying this report is a list of the killed, wounded, and missing,
made out with as much accuracy as practicable under existing circumstances.*
I am, very respectfully, yours, &c.,

HOWELL

COBB,

Brigadier- General.

No. 223.
Report of Lieut.

Col.

William MacRae, Fifteenth Worth Carolina Lifantry^
brigade^ of the battle of Sharpsburg.

commanding CohVs

September
Sir

23, 1862.

In compliance with your order, I herewith transmit a statement
of the action of your brigade in the battle of Sharpsburg, of the 17th
:

instant

General McLaws’ division, after marching all the previous night, was
ordered, about 8 a. m., to take position on the left, your brigade, numbering 357 men, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Sanders, Twenty-fourth
Georgia, in front. In about half an hour we arrived in front of the
enemy and in range of his musketry, when the head of the brigade was
ordered to file right when the rear had filed. General McLaws commanded us to march by the left flank. Colonel Sanders, being in front,
did not hear the order, but marched on and joined the left of General
Bodes’ command. (I will here state that we were thus separated from
the division, and did not join it until the next morning.)
halted
and took position behind a fence, covered from the enemj^’s musketry

We

Embodied

in tabular statement, p. 861.
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hill in front, bnt not protecting us from the heavy shelling of his
several batteries planted on the side of the mountain on our right.
For an hour we remained here inactive, suffering considerably, when
we were ordered forward j the men, eager to meet the foe upon a more
equal footing, gallantly pressed forward with a cheer, the top of the
hill gained amid a galling and destructive shower of balls.
There we
remained, unfaltering, until Colonel Sanders, finding himself unsupported, ordered us to fall back behind the fence. The command was
remained here until the force on our
executed in admirable order.
right gave way. To prevent fianking, we changed front to the rear on
the Fourth Battalioo, and took position behind a stone fence, our exhad scarcely executed the movetreme left remaining unchanged.
ment when General D. H. Hill rode up and ordered us forward to check
the advance of the enemy. Colonel Sanders, though very unwell, had
gallantly remained on the field, cheering his men by words and example
until this moment, when he was too much exhausted to remain any
longer. Being next in rank, the command devolved upon me.
The brigade, numbering now about 250 men, moved eagerly and unfalteringly forward to within about 100 yards, then "opened a destructive fire upon the enemy, largely outnumbering us. He made a short
stand, and then fell back behind the hill. Three times did he try to
advance, and was as often driven back by the galling fire of our gallant
little band.
e held them in check (momentarily expecting re-enforcements) until our ammunition was expended. Seeing no sign of support, I was constrained to give the command to fall back.
left the
field with not more than 50 of the 250 men.
fell back about 300
yards and joined Colonel Cooke, of the Twenty-seventh North Carolina,
remaining with his shattered regiment until he was relieved about 3

We

We

W

We

p.

We

m.

Where all so nobly did their duty I dislike to discriminate, yet I feel
it my duty at least to call your akention to Major [R. E.] McMillan,
Twenty-fourth Georgia; Lieut. F. L. Rogers, Company B, Fifteenth
North Carolina, and Private J. R. Poster, Company B, Fifteenth
North Carolina, who acted with conspicuous gallantry throughout the
day. There were numbers of others who deserve the highest praises
for their behavior.
Very respectfully,

your obedient servant,

WM. MacRAE,
Lieutenant- Colonel^ Comdg. Fifteenth Forth Carolina Troops.

Cobb,
Commanding CohWs Brigade.

Brig. Gen. H.

No. 224.

Army, commanding brigade,
Reports of Brig. Gen. Paul J. Semmes, C.
of the battles of Crampton’s Pass and iSharpsburg.

Major:
Holt,

I have the honor to submit herewith the report of Major
commanding the Tenth Georgia Volunteers, of the conduct of his

regiment in the battle of Cramj)ton’s Gap, on the 14th instant, together
with a list of the casualties in his regiment also Captain Manly^s report of the part taken by his battery in the same action
By order of Major-General McLaws, a picket, consisting of a company,
was posted in Burkittsville Gap, which, by my orders, was afterward
increased to three regiments and five pieces of artillery, thus employing
;
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all the regiments of my brigade, except the Tenth Georgia, which had
been previously sent to picket the Eohrersville road and other avenues
leading down Pleasant Valley in the direction of Harper’s Ferry. On the
13th instant. Colonel Parham, commanding Mahone’s brigade, reported
with his command to me by order of Major-General McLaws, with directions to post one of his regiments as a picket in Solomon’s Gap.
Having soon become more familiar with the roads and passes, on the
morning of the 14th instant I ordered Colonel Parham, with his three
remaining regiments and battery, to Crampton’s Gap, for the purpose
of guarding that pass and directed him, if he should need support, to
call upon Alajor Holt, commanding Tenth Georgia Volunteers, for his
regiment, then posted on the Eohrersville road. On the morning of
the 14th instant, Brigadier-General Cobb, with his command, was ordered
up the valley to his old camp near mine, by Major-General McLaws.
General McLaws informed me that General Cobb would take command
of Crampton’s Gap, and directed that the troops under my command
should be withdrawn therefrom. When General Cobb returned to his
old camp, I called on him, and communicated General McLaws’ orders,
and soon after set out to visit the picket guard in Burkittsville Gap.
While on the mountain, the enemy engaged Colonel Parham’s troops with
I immediately disartillery and infantry at the base of the mountain.
patched this information to General Cobb, with the request that he would
hurry forward his troops to Crampton’s Gap, to the support of Colonel
Parham, and in a few minutes I followed hurriedly on horseback, for
the purpose of offering General Cobb whatever assistance it might be
in my power to render ijim. xArriving at the base of, and soon after commencing the ascent of, the mountain at Crampton’s Gap, I encountered
fugitives from the battle-field, and endeavored to turn them back. Proceeding farther up the mountain, the troops were met pouring down the
road and through the wood, in great disorder, where I found General
Cobb and his staff', at the imminent risk of their lives, using every eifort
to check and rally them. I immediately joined my eff'orts, and those of
my staff' who were with me, to General Cobb’s, and co-operated with
him for a considerable time in the vain eff'ort to rally the men. Finding it impossible to rally them so near the enemy, it was determined to
post artillery about half a mile farther to the rear and bring up two of
my regiments from Burkittsville Gap, which had been previously ordered forward, and make a stand there to arrest the farther advance of
the enemy during that night. Line of battle was finally formed here.
The enemy made no farther advance.
Colonel Parham, commanding Mahone’s brigade, and Colonel Munford, of the cavalry, as I was informed, jointly made the dispositions for
the battle, which was conducted under their orders, and the troops under
their command had been thrown into disorder and were retiring from
the field before General Cobb’s command came up.
Major Holt’s report shows that up to the time he was disabled his
regiment behaved well, and I can testify from my own observation that
Captain Loud, upon whom the command devolved, conducted himself
inost gallantly. A section of Captain Manly’s battery, and three pieces
of the Eeserve Artillery, under command of Captain Macon, which had
been ordered to Burkittsville Gap by myself, did good service in breaking tlie enemy’s lines, checking his advance, and inflicting loss on him,
1 am, major, very respectfully, vour obedient servant.
;

PAUL

J.

SEMMES,

Brigadier- General.

Maj.

James M. Goggin,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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Hdqrs. Semmes’ Brigade, McLaws’ Division,
Camp near Mar tinshurg, W, Ya.^ September 24, 1862.

Major: I have the honor to report briefly the part enacted by my
brigade, composed of the Fifteenth and Thirty-second Virginia and the
Tenth and Fifty- third Georgia Volunteers, and Manly ^s battery, in the
battle of Sharpsburg, on September 17
Moving forward by the flank in the direction of the enemy, before
coining in view, two brigades were met retiring from the front apparently badly cut up. An incessant current of wounded flowed to the
rear, showing that the conflict had been severe and well contested.
Coming in full view, of the enemy’s line, Major-General McLaws, in person, ordered me to move forward in line to the support of Major-General
Stuart, on our extreme left. Immediately tlie order was given,
by
company into line,” followed by ‘^forward into line,” both of which
movements were executed, in the presence of the enemy, under a fire
occasioning severe loss in killed and wounded. The brigade advanced
steadily for 200 yards under fire before the order was given to commence firing. This order was then given at long range for most of our
arms, for the purpose of encouraging our troops and disconcerting the
enemy. The troops, it is true, needed little encouragement. Their officers ha4 already inspired them with enthusiasm, and they continued to
advance with vivacity. The effect on the enemy’s fire of the order to
the regiments of the brigade that had formed in line to commence firing
was distinctly visible in the diminished numbers of killed and wounded.
The enemy at first met our advance by a corresponding one. Our troops
continued to press steadily forward, pouring a deadly fire into his ranks,
and he, after advancing 100 yards, gave way j and we continued to drive
him from position to position, through wood and field for a mile, expending not less than 40 rounds of ammunition. My brigade was thrown
fartlier to the front than the troops on my right by about 300 yards, and
for a time was exposed to a terrible front and enfilading fire, inflicting
great loss.
It gives me satisfaction to be enabled to state that my brigade fought
under an inspiration of enthusiasm which impelled the men forward
with the confidence of victory. Had it been possible to have strengthened it by a supporting force of 2,000 or 3,000 men, there was not then,
nor is there now, a doubt in my mind that the enemy’s right, though in
vastly superior numbers, would have been driven upon his center and
both, in confusion, on his left, utterly routing him. The victory, though
decisive, would thus have been rendered signal, and the enemy’s lines
broken and dispersed.
The loss in killed and wounded was, of the Fifty-third Georgia Volunteers, 30 per cent. Thirty- second Virginia, 45 per cent. ; Tenth Georgia,
57 per cent. Fifteenth Virginia, 58 per cent., detailed statements of
which are herewith submitted. The disparity in the loss of some of
the companies of the same regiment is very marked. Three of the four
Lieutenant-Colonel Sloan,
regimental commanders were wounded.
commanding Fifty-third Georgia, fell, it was then supposed, mortally
wounded, while gallantly leading his regiment forward into line on the
extreme left of the brigade.
The regimental commanders displayed conspicuous gallantry, and by
their example inspired their commands with the confidence of positive
:

;

;

success. Troops never fought
more valor.

]My

staff'.

more

persistently, intelligently,

and with

Lieutenant Briggs, aide-de-camp, and Lieutenants Redd and
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were present during the entire action, and were
than any of the troops, being often employed

if possible,

in bearing orders to the different parts of my line and to commanders
of other troops in the vicinity, displaying coolness and gallantry of the
highest order, and all escaping untouched except Lieutenant Eedd, who
received a slight wound on the body from a spent bullet. Calling for a
staff* officer to bear an order to the regiments on the left, none being at
hand. Captain Henley, acting commissary of subsistence. Thirty-second
Virginia, who had been shot through the arm but refused to quit the
field, offered himself to become the bearer, which was declined, on account of his wound whereupon, stating that his wound was slight and
that he was not disabled, he was allowed to proceed. While doing so,
he fell, severely wounded, pierced with two bullets. This is only a prominent example of many acts of signal daring and valor displayed on that
bloody and memorable field by officers and men of all the regiments.
After the enemy was thus driven back, and the fire of his small-arms
had for some time entirely ceased, the troops, having been under an incessant musketry and artillery fire for two hours and twenty minutes,
were so thoroughly exhausted and their ammunition so nearly expended
as to render necessary the order to retire for the inirpose of reforming and
obtaining a fresh supply of ammunition. Kemaining myself an hour
longer in front, with Lieutenant Davis and 6 men of the Tenth Georgia
Volunteers, I then withdrew and reported to Major-General McLaws,
who ordered my brigade to be reassembled in reserve.
Thirty-six prisoners, including a lieutenant- colonel and first lieutenant, were captured at a farm-house, the most advanced position held by
my brigade, which is some hundreds of yards in advance of the other
portions of our line of battle.
The reports of regimental commanders are herewith submitted, to
which reference is respectfully asked for further details.
Manly’s battery was detached from my command during the battle.
His report is herewith submitted.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
;

PAUL

J.

SEMMES,

Brigadier- General.

Maj.

James M. Goggin,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

Headquarters Semmes’ Brigade,
October 27, 1862.

Major

In answer to the inquiry by Major-General Longstreet as to
the number of colors lost bj^ our troops in the battles in Maryland, I
have the honor to state that no colors were lost by the regiments of this
brigade. In the battle of Sharpsburg the colors of the Fifty-third Georgia received two shots that of the Fifteenth Virginia, ten, and the pike
was once cut in two 2 color-bearers were wounded, and 1 of the colorguard was killed and 1 wounded. The colors of the Thirty-second Virginia received seventeen shots, and the pike was once cut in two and 1
of the color-guard killed. The colors of the Tenth Georgia received
forty- six shots, and the pike was once hit and twice cut in two
1 colorbearer and 1 of the color-guard were killed, and 1 color-bearer and 1 of
the color-guard wounded. These facts were not incorporated in the
:

;

;

,•
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report of the operations of this brigade in the battle of Sharpsburg.
It is, therefore, respectfully submitted that this communication be regarded as a supplement to that report.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

PAUL

J.

SEMMES,

Brigadier- General.

Maj.

James M. Goggin,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

No. 225.
Report of Capt. Basil G. Manly commanding North Carolina Battery of
the battle of Cramyton^s Pass.
^

^

Field near Martinsburg,
September 22, 1862.
In accordance with orders, I furnish you with an account
of the part borne by my battery in the battle at Orampton’s Gap, on

Captain

:

Sunday, September

14, 1862.

On

Saturday, 13th instant, by order of General Semmes, I took position on the mountains near Grampton’s Gap, and remained there all that
night, waiting the approach of the enemy, reported advancing. On Sunday morning, about 9 o’clock, the advance of the enemy came in sight;
shortly afterward they appeared in heavy columns and formed line of
battle about 3 miles off, and commenced advancing on the town of
Burkittsville. When within about half a mile of Burkittsville, I opened
fire on them from my rifle gun, and, after some eight or ten rounds,
succeeded in bringing them to a halt. Shortly afterward they withdrew,
and attacked with heavy re-enforcements the lower pass. I kept up a
sharp fire on them from my battery all day, with every appearance of
doing them considerable damage, as their lines were broken several
times, and one of them never formed again. Since then I have learned,
from their prisoners, that one of their prominent officers, a general, was
I sustained no loss at all in the engagekilled, instantly, by our shells.
ment. My men all acted well. I am indebted to Lieutenant [C. C/.]
Wrenshall for the fine management of his section during the entire fight.
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. C. MANLY,

Commanding

Artillery^ Semmes'^ Brigade.

Oapt. E. B. Briggs,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 226.
Report of Maj. Willis C. Molt, Tenth Georgia Infantry, of the

battle

of

Crampton'’s Pass.

Near Martinsburg, W.

Ya.,
September 22, 1862.
Captain On the morning of the 14th instant I received an order
from General Semmes to move up to a church on the Eohrersville road
In the evening I received another order from General
for picket duty.
:

THE MARYLA.ND CAMPAIGN.

Chap. XXXI.]

877

Semmes to go to tlie support of Colonel Parham, who was picketing at
Crampton’s Gap, should he send for me. In a short time I received an
order from Colonel Munford to bring my command up, as the enemy
were approaching in strong force. I moved to the gap, and was ordered
by Colonel Parham to a position at the base of the mountain. Just as
I "had taken the position, I received an order from General Semmes,
through Lieutenant Cody, to carry my command back to the church. I
started, and, when I reached the summit of the mountain, was ordered
by Colonel Parham to remain. Seeing a large force of the enemy in
line of battle approaching, and he giving me peremptory orders to remain, I sent two companies to the junction of the roads, and, by his
order, moved my command to position on the left of the line he had
already formed, which iiosition I maintained until the enemy forced
back the regiments on my right and had passed my Hank. They (the
enemy) being then nearer the gap of the mountain than I was, I was
forced to fallback, to prevent being captured, the enemy being checked
by a support that had been sent to us by General Cobb. I halted my
command, and was forming a line of battle, when I was struck with a
spent ball just above the left eye. The blood flowed so profusely from
the wound that I was compelled to turn the command over to Capt. P.
H. Loud and go to the rear. The loss in this battle was 3 killed, 21
wounded, and 37 missing. Capt. Y. L. Wootton was wounded and left
upon the field j Lieutenant Foster was wounded and borne to the rear,
and Lieutenant Olmstead has not since been heard from j was probably
wounded and in the hands of the enemy.*
The officers and men behaved with great gallantry, except a few who
were too cowardly to go to the line of battle.

W.

C.

HOLT,

Major, Commanding Tenth Georgia Regiment,

Captain Bkiggs,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

Ko. 227.
Report of Capt. P. E. Loud, Tenth Georgia Infantry, of the battle of
Sharpshurg.

Camp near Martinsburg, W.

Ya.,
September 23, 1862.

Sir The Tenth Georgia Eegiment went into the action at the battle
of Sharpsburg, Md., at 8 a. m. of September 17, on the left of, and distant from, Sharpsburg about 2 miles. The regiment occupied the position of second in line from the right of the brigade, the Thirty-second
Virginia Eegiment being on the extreme right, and the Fifty-third
Georgia Eegiment on the extreme left, the Fifteenth Virginia being on
our left. The regiment was marched by the right flank to an open field
opposite some hay-stacks and piles of rocks, where, finding the enemy
fronting us posted in force, the order was given
by company into line”
and ‘Gbrward into line,” which movements were made by the regiment
under a most galling fire from the enemy’s sharpshooters. These move:

Nominal

list

of casualties shows 3

men

killed

and

3 officers

and

18

men wounded.
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ments having been made and the line formed, the regiment, together
with the balance of the brigade, advanced as far as the hay-stacks and
piles of rocks, where we opened fire upon the enemy, and maintained
this position for about half an hour, when the order was given to advance. Up to and at this point the regiment sustained its principal loss
in killed and wounded. The regiment then advanced to a lane, distant
some 75 yards, driving the enemy before them, and occupied a road running by a house fronting the lane, where they remained some ten or
fifteen minutes,

when they again advanced, passing through a small field

and skirt of woods up to a fence, the enemy being still driven before
them with heavy slaughter. The regiment remained at this fence until
their ammunition was nearly exhausted (about half an hour), when they
again advanced, under orders, for the distance of near half a mile, crossing two fields and across four fences, and occuined a position in rear of
a house, barn, and other outbuildings, near which were some five or six
piles of straw, the enemy having occuj)ied a stone wall a short distance
to the front, from which position they were driven to seek shelter and
protection behind their re- enforcements and artillery, with heavy loss.
Here the regiment maintained its i)osition for about three-quarters of
an hour (the fire of the enemy’s infantry having ceased), though in range
of and receiving the fire of their artillery in occasional showers of grape
and canister, when, being out of ammunition and no re-enforcements^
coming to their relief, they were compelled to withdraw to procure ammunition and to reorganize.
At this point we found in the house and barn a number of the enemy,
who surrendered without resistance, who were sent to the rear, prisonThe regiment then retired to an open field near the point where
ers.
they had entered into the engagement, and waited for ammunition but
supplies failing to reach them, and but few of the regiment remaining
(many having left the field bearing the wounded to the rear), withdrew,
having been in the action about four hours, suffering very severely, after
;

having driven the enemy with very great loss about a distance of a mile.
The regiment went into action after a march of about 7 miles, crossing the Potomac that morning, exhausted by fatiguing marches, want
of food, rest, and many suffering for shoes, &c. They carried into the
action 134 muskets and 14 officers, of whom there were 16 killed on the
field, 59 men and 8 officers wounded, being over one-half disabled or
killed.

The officers wounded were Capt. William Johnston, of Company F,
commanding regiment Oapt. P. H. Loud, of Company H, assisting in
command Capt. W. M. H’Antignac, of Company K Lieut. D. M. JohnLieut. J. T. Key, of Company E, wounded and a
son, of Company D
prisoner; Lieut. T. H. Wood, of Company F; Lieut. S. H. Manget, of
Company G, commanding Company H Lieut. J. McNeil, of Company
j

;

;

;

;

whose leg has since been amputated.
The officers and men, with some solitary exceptions, behaved with
the greatest gallantry, as the heavy loss sustained testifies, and where
all bore their part so heroically it would be unjust to mention individual
'

C,

instances.

am

indebted to Captains Phinizy and Kibbee (who, with LieutenAdams, Davis, and Jenkins, were the only officers who had the
good fortune to escape unhurt and to gallantly follow the enemy to the
I

ants

farthest point) for the particulars of the engagement subsequent to my
Avithdrawal from the field, wounded.
The regiment, before going into the action, had been supplied with

.
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rounds of cartridges, about all of which were expended in the engagement.
I have the honor of remaining, sir, your obedient servant,

fifty

Captaiiij

P. H. LOUD,
Commanding Tenth Georgia BegimenL

Capt. E. B. BRiGGSj
Actg. Asst, Adjt. Gen.^ Semmes’ Brigade^ McLaws'* Division,

Ko. 228.
Rejgort of

Cap.

W. Marshborne,

S.

battle

Fifty-third Georgia Infantry^ of the

of Sharpsburg.

September

23, 18G2.

Commanded by

Lieutenant-Colonel [Thomas] Sloan, the regiment
entered the engagement of the 17th instant early in the morning with
21 commissioned officers (including Lieutenant-Colonel Sloan and Adjutant [John F.] Hanson) and 255 men. Of this number 1 officer (First
Lieut. C. 0. Brown, Company E) and 11 men of the regiment were
killed, 3 officers (Lieutenant-Colonel Sloan, Lieutenant [John A.J Barnett, of Company A, and Lieutenant Hollon, of Company G) and 6l)

men were wounded.
The regiment, marching by flank, was formed into line of battle by
command, “ by company into line,’^ then “ forward into line,” upon entering the first corn-field, through which it passed. Under the shells of
the enemy the regiment moved forward through this field, then through
an apple orchard, and then through another corn-field, and halted at the
fence. It was here that Lieutenant-Colonel Sloan was seriously wounded
His calmness and bravery deserve special notice. Here, alsf, LieutenBrown fell. His captain informs me that his last words were those
of encouragement to his company.
The enemy were over on a hill, and with their long-range guns and
shells wounded many of our men.
The regiment was ordered forward,
and officers and men leaped over the feifce, determined to do or die.
Continuing to advance, the enemy gave back, and the regiment pursued
them with great rapidity over a mile. The number of the enemy’s dead
and wounded left upon the ground over which we passed, and the scattered manner in which they lay, show the rapidity of his retreat and the
execution which the regiment did. Finding ourselves out of ammunition, it was thought prudent to fall back to the lines for a new suppU^
To make mention of the many acts of gallantry displayed by officers
and men during the engagement would occuf>y more space than allowed
for this report.
I saw nothing but fight in officers and men, and feel
that I can truthfully as well as proudly say that the Fifty-third Georgia
acted in a manner worthy of our cause, and fully sustained the reputation which Georgia troops have ever won upon the field of battle. The
general being present and having himself gone to the farthest point to
which we advanced, I know that he is prepared to give to the proper
authorities and to the public a full account of the action of the regiment
during the day.
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ant

S.

Captaiiij

Commanding

W. MAKSHBOENE,

Fifty-third Georgia Regiment.

Capt. E. B. Briggs,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.
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No. 229.
Report of Capt. Edieard J. WilUSy Fifteenth Ylrginia Infantryy of the
hattle of Sharpshurg.

September

23, 1862.

This regiment went into action under the command of Capt. E. M.
Morrison, of Company C, the held officers being all absent. This regiment, as all others of the brigade, was very much worn down by hard
marches, loss of sleep, and scanty rations, rendering officers and men
unht for the work before them. Straggling, occasioned by sickness,
sore feet, and faint-heartedness, reduced the effective strength of the
regiment when presented before the enemj^ to 14 officers and 114 men.
This strength was indeed effective, as their work proved, standing
shoulder to shoulder with their brave comrades of the brigade. They
showed by their unerring aim and eagerness for the charge their willingness and ability to go wherever they might be commanded by their gallant leader, General Semmes, whose bravery on this occasion commanded
unbounded admiration and confidence. This regiment occupied a position in the left wing of the brigade, which was on the extreme left wing
of the army. They united with great spirit in the charge to which they
were ordered, and bore their part in driving from a strong position a
greatly superior number of the enemy, forcing them back with great
slaughter nearly 1 mile, from which they never recovered. The regiment held its position until some time after the musketry firing of the
enemy had ceased, when they were withdrawn with the brigade to replenish their ammunition, which was well nigh exhausted.
In this battle the Fifteenth Virginia Kegiment sustained a greater
loss than any regiment of the brigade or army, as far as information has
been received. Of the officers (14 in number) who entered the fight, 1
(Captain [A. V.] England, Company D) was killed, and 6 (Captain [E. M.]
Morrison, commanding the regiment
Second Lieutenant Bumpass,
Companj' C Second Lieutenants [J. K.] Fussell and [J. H.] Allen, Company G Second Lieutenant Berry, Company H, and First Lieutenant
[G. P.] Haw, Company I) were wounded. Of the non-commissioned
officers and privates, 10 were^illed and 58 wounded.
So determined was the courage evinced by all the officers and men
who bore a part in this fight, that it would be invidious to call names.
The unusual loss, from our ranks, of men and officers has naturally cast
a leeling of depression over those who now constitute the regiment.
Soon after the engagement commenced. Captain Morrison, who was
bearing himself with great bravery, was seriously wounded by a shot
through the right breast, which devolved the command upon Capt. E.
;

;

;

J. Willis, of Comi)any A.
The color-bearer (P. H. Hall, of Company A)
having been wounded, the colors were placed in the hands of Captain
Willis by Sergt. Maj. W. H. Briggs, who was severely wounded while
bearing Captain IMorrison from the field. Having rallied the regiment
for the charge. Captain Willis placed the colors in the hands of I^. W.
Taylor, of Company B, one of the color supporters, who bore them gallantly through the engagement.

To account for the smallness of number of those present after the
engagement, it is but proper to state that many were occupied in taking
from the field of battle their wounded comrades, and a few who were
scarcely able to march with the regiment were completely exhausted by
the labor of a severe contest of more than two hours.
Kespectfully submitted.

EWD.

J.

WILLIS,

Captahiy Co7nmanding Fifteenth Virginia Regiment,

:
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No. 230.
lieports of Col.

E. B. Montague., Thirty -second Virginia Infantry, of the
of Crampton^s Pass and Sharpsburg.

battles

W. Va.,
September 25, 1802.
Sir In obedience to orders from division headquarters, I forward
the following report of the part sustained by my command at Brownsville Gap on the 14th instant
On the evening of the 13th I was ordered by Brigadier-General
Semmes to proceed with the Fifteenth Virginia Eegiment and my own,
and two pieces of Manly^s battery, to the top of South Mountain, to
watch for and report any advance of the enemy in that direction.
On the morning of the 14th I received a message from Major-General
Stuart to the effect that the enemy were advancing in great force, and
that I must defend the pass at all hazards, calling for re-enforcements
if necessary, should the enemy select it as his point of attack, which,
however, he thought doubtful.
At 9 or 10 o’clock the enemy’s advance came in sight from the direction of Jefferson, seemingly in great force, At about 11 o’clock they
masked the most of their force under a hill and wood about 3 miles, and
advanced two brigades by the left flank into a field opposite our posiMeantime I had sent to General Semmes for re-enforcements, and
tion.
he promptly ordered up the Fifty-third Georgia Eeginient and three
pieces of artillery (rifled), under the command of Captain Macon, two
of his own guns, and one of Captain Magruder’s.* I stationed a picket
of about 200 men at the foot of the mountain, near Burkittsville, and a
line of skirmishers along my whole front, connecting with Colonel MunShortly afterward the enemy threw out a large
ford’s, on my left.
advance of skirmishers, who steadily advanced toward the base of the
mountain, supported by a brigade of infantry, the other brigade remaining at a halt. I ordered Captain Manly to open upon them with his
3-ihch rifled gun, which he did so effectually as to check the advance of
the skirmishers and cause the advancing brigade to fall back on its
reserve, beyond our range.
At about 3 or 4 o’clock, after withdrawing his skirmishers, he moved
by the right flank, leaving Burkittsville on his left, formed three strong
l)arallel lines of battle, and started the whole in advance, still leaving
an immense force in reserve, and moved with great celerity and perfect
order against Crampton’s Gap. 1 was in a position to see every move
that was made, and saw at once that, by moving my artillery to the left
a few hundred yards, I could bring the advancing host within easy range.
This was done, and Macon’s, Manly’s, and Magruder’s guns were played
upon the enemy with great effect, time and again their ranks being
broken by their deliberate and well-directed fire, the enemy’s guns not
being able to reach us on account of our elevated position. Captain
Macon, the senior artillery officer, managed his guns most handsomely,
and he and his juniors are entitled to all the credit of the occasion, if
any is due. I was more of a spectator than participant in the action.
]My infantry force was not engaged, though they were ready and anxious
to take part in the conflict.
Onr guns continued to play on the enemy until dark, long after our
In the Field near Martinsburg,

:

* Ji( 5 lcrciicc i8

probably to Lieut. G. A. Magruder, of Page’.s Virginia battery, or the

Magruder Light

5G

R R

Artillery.

—VOL
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Gap had been driven from their position. At least
three hundred guns were fired during the evening. At least eight brigades of the enemy were engaged in this fight, and many more were
coming up when night closed the scene. I withdrew after dark, by order,
and joined the balance of our force on the road just above Brownsville.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. B. MONTAGUE,
Colonel Thirty-second Virginia Volunteers,
forces at Crampton’s

Captain Briogs,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General,

In the field

near Martinsburg, W.

Ya.,
Septemher 23, 1862.
Sir I have the honor to submit the following report of the part sustained by the Thirty-second Kegimeut Virginia Volunteers, Semmes’
brigade, in the battle of Sharpsburg, on the 17th instant:
Having crossed the Potomac soon after daylight, we were moved
rapidly toward the scene of conflict and ordered iuto action on the left.
This regiment, which was on the right of the brigade, formed its line of
battle under fire, and advanced steadily across an open field on the enemy,
in strong force and position. The advance was continued with great
coolness and celerity, and under a murderous fire of grape and musketry,
until, under direction of the brigadier-general commanding, I halted my
command under cover of a slight hill, which to some degree protected
us from the galling fire of the enemy. Here the conflict, at comparatively close quarters, was for a while most severe, and my command
suffered heavily, as the enemy had an enfilading fire on our right, besides his heavy fire on our front. In a short time, however, his center
(with reference to us) gave Avay, and the regiment again advanced in
pursuit, driving him through a skirt of woods and an open field until he
succeeded, with his reserves, in forming a new line in a strong position
behind a stone wall, with batteries raking us on our right and front.
advanced, however, within less than 150 yards of his line, where we
were compelled to get under shelter of a barn and hay-stacks, ready to
advance again when our flank should be supported. Finding, however,
after remaining in this position some twenty or thirty minutes, that
there was no support on our right, but, on the contrary, that the enemy
was again enfilading us from that point, and that my command at this
time was reduced to 60 or 80 men, nearly without ammunition, and that
there was no supporting force even in sight, I reluctantly determined
to withdraw to a less exposed position, which was accordingly done in
tolerable order. I subsequently succeeded in gathering from other commands men enough to increase my force to about 150. With these I
reported to Major Goggin, of General McLaws’ staff, who stationed us
under a stone fence leading toward Sharpsburg, where we remained
under a terrible fire of artillery until we were relieved late in the
evening.
The regiment was engaged in the morning fight two and a half hours,
and never did men or officers behave better under fire. Not a man gave
back, nor do I think a single one got behind his company until the fight
was over. Indeed, so general was the good conduct of all, that 1 can
scarcely call attention to individuals without making unjust discrimi:

We

nations.
I attribute the good conduct of the regiment in a very great degree
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to the conspicuous •coolness and bravery and admirable dispositions of
Brig. Gen. Paul J. Semmes.
Owing to night marches, sore feet, &c., this command, which was at
first quite small, was reduced to 158 men and officers when it entered
captured 36
the fight. Of these 15 were killed and 57 wounded.
prisoners, of whom 1 was a lieutenant-colonel.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

We

E. B.

MONTAGUE,

Colonel Thirty-second Virginia Volunteers,

Capt. E. B. Briggs,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 231.
Report of Brig. Gen. William Barhsdale, G. S. Army., commanding brigade, of the battle of Sharpsburg.
IIdqrs. Barksdale’s Brig.,

Army Northern
Camp

Virginia,

Lee, Va., October 12, 1862.

Major On the morning of September 13 I marched at daylight to
Brownsville, where it was supposed the enemy designed making an attack upon our troops. After I reached that place it was discovered
that tlie eueiiiy had disappeared, and the whole command was ordered
reached its vicinity, in the neighborhood
to rejoin the main army.
of Sharpsburg, at about 9 o’clock on the morning of the 17th. The batIt is proper for
tle was then, and had been, raging, for several hours.
me to say that a portion of my men had fallen by the wayside from loss
of sleep and excessive fatigue, having been constantly on duty for five
or six da> s, and on the march for almost the whole of the two preceding
nights, and that I went into the fight with less than 800 men.
About 10 o’clock 1 formed a line of battle in an open field, which was
at that time being raked by a terrible fire of grape and canister from the
enemy’s artillery. Kershaw was on my right and Semmes on my left.
I at once, in accordance with your orders, advanced upon the enemy,
wbo occupied the woods immediately in front, and from which they had
just driven a portion of our forces. In a few moments I engaged them,
and, after firing several volleys into their ranks, drove them through the
:

We

woods and into an open field beyond, and compelled them to abandon
their artillery on the hill. At this point I discovered that a very large
force of* the enemy were attempting to flank me on the left. I therefore ordei ed the Eighteenth and Thirteenth to wheel in that direction,

and not only succeeded in checking the movement they were making,
but i)ut them to flight, and pursued them for a considerable distance.
As we advanced, the ground was covered with the dead and wounded
of the enemy. I did not deem it prudent, however, without more support, to advance farther, and I therefore ordered these regiments to fall
back to the woods in front of my first position. The Seventeenth and
Twenty-first pursued the enemy across the open field, when, perceiving
a very strong force moving to the right and attempting to flank them,
and all of our forces having retired from that i)art of the field, they fell
ba(;k, under protection of a stone fence, in good order.
About 2 o’clock I advanced with the entire brigade, and occupied the
battle ground over which we had passed in the morning. General Eansom being on my right and General Early on my left, and continued to

-
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it until the night of the 18thj when, by your drders, I joined the
column of the main army, when it retired across the Potomac.
To both officers and men much credit is due for the courage and daring they exhibited throughout the engagement. Major Campbell, commanding the Eighteenth Eegiment, was seriously wounded and taken

hold

from the

field while nobly leading his regiment in the fight.
LieutenantColonel [K.] McElroy, of the Thirteenth Eegiment, although wounded,
remained in command of his regiment until the battle ceased. Lieutenant-Colonel [John C.] Eiser, of the Seventeenth, and Captain Sims,
of the Twenty-first, were conspicuous for the coolness and gallantry
with which they handled their respective commands. To Colonel [Benjamin G.] Humphreys, of the Twenty-first, and Lieutenant-Colonel [W.
H.] Luse, of the Eighteenth, who reached the field just as the battle was
closing, I am under peculiar obligations. Their timely presence not
only cheered and animated their own regiments, but the entire brigade.
Lieut. J. A. Barksdale, of mv staff, was prompt and fearless in the execution of all orders. Surgeons Austin, of the Thirteenth; Green, of the
Seventeenth; Griffin, of the Eighteenth, and Hill, of the Twenty-firsc,
were faithful and energetic in their attention to the wounded.
1 close this report with the remark that my command did its duty
upon the ensanguined field of Sharpsburg.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM BAEKSDALE,
Brigadier- General^

Commanding Brigade.

Mnj. J ames M. GoaGiN,
Assistant Adjutant- General., McLaics'’ Division.

Ko. 232.
Report of Capt. A. M. Feltus^ Siadeenth Mississippi Infantry., of Feather
Stoll’s hrigadCj Anderson’s division, of the battle of Sharpsburg.

September
Colonel

22, 18G2.

herewith submit a report of the part taken by the Sixteenth Mississippi Eegiment in the action of 17th instant, near Sharpsburg, Md.:
The regiment was on the left of the brigade. About 10 a. m., being
ordered to advance in the direction of the enemy, did so in good order.
We advanced in line of battle, having the brigade of General Pryor in
our front. Passing by a large. barn, we proceeded, under a heavy fire
of artillery and small-arms, several hundred yards farther, and came on
General PryoPs brigade and a brigade of North Carolina trooi)S lying
down in a road bej^ond the first corn-field after passing the barn. The
regiment, as did the brigade, passed over these troops and confronted
the enemy in line of battle, who were drawn up some 300 yards from
the road, pouring a destructive fire in our ranks. During this time the
murderous fire of grape, canlosses in the regiment had been heavy.
Notwithstanding, this regiister, shell, and small-arms played on us.
ment gallantly held its position until ordered to retire, which it did in
as good order as could be expected from its thinned ranks. When we
retired as far as the road, a scene of great confusion ensued from the
mingling together of different brigades. We continued to fall back until
Ave reached the barn, Avhere the remnant of the regiment Avas rallied in
In this position Ave advanced
its x)osition on the left of the brigas^e.
:

I

A

—
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upon the enemy, and met them in the corn-field beyond the barn.
Here, after a desperate fight, we fell back, by orders, to our original
position, on account of the terrific cross-fire of the enemy’s batteries.
We remained in this position, under a heavy fire of shell and solid shot,
for about an hour, when the enemy advanced upon us in line of battle.
This was about 4 or 5 o’clock in the afternoon. The remnant of the
regiment, in its proper position in the brigade, moved forward and met
the enemy in the orchard by the barn and drove them back. After this,
night ensued and the fight ended.
The number of men carried into the action was 228 of them, 144 were
killed or wounded, leaving only 84 men.
The officers and men acted with laudable gallantry during the entire
a^raiii

!

'i
:

*
'

f

[

>

;

engagement.
A. M.
Captain^

Commanding

FELTUS,

Sixteenth Mississippi Regiment.

Posey,
Commanding Feather Stoll’s Brigade.

Col. G.

No. 233.
Report of Maj. Gen. David R. Jones., C. S. Army, commanding division,
of operations September 2-19.

Eichmond, Ya., December 8, 1862.
have the honor to submit the following report of the movements of my division and of the part it performed in the engagements
of the campaign in Northern Virginia and Maryland. Serious illness
and absence from the field has delayed its appearance till now :*

Major

•

*

:

I

******

Eemaining in position at Ox Hill during the 2d [of September], I
marched on the 3d for Leesburg by the Dranesville road, crossing Goose
Creek, and reaching that ijlace on the evening of the 4th.
On the morning of September 6, 1 crossed my division into Maryland
now increased to six brigades by the addition of Kemper’s brigade,
Pickett’s brigade (commanded by Brigadier General Garnett), and Jenmarched
kins’ brigade (commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Walker)
through Buckeystown, and encamped on the banks of the Monocacy,
marching next day to the Monocacy Junction, and going into camp near

—

Frederick City.
On the morning of the 10th I marched through Boonsborough, Funkstown, and Hagerstown, encamping near the latter place on the Williamsport road on the 12th.
On the 14th I marched on the Frederick road in the direction of that
city, hearing heavy firing, leaving Toombs’ brigade in command of
Hagerstown, and Eleventh Georgia Eegiment, of Anderson’s brigade, in
charge of wagon-train. Halting just beyond Boonsborough, Drayton’s
and Anderson’s brigades were temporarily detached from my command
and ordered to report to General D. H. Hill. With my three other brigades
present I was ordered by General Longstreet to march to a pass about
a mile to the right of the main road, through which the enemy was said
to be Hanking our army. Eeaching the pass and finding the report
*

Portion of report hero omitted

is

printed in Series

I,

Vol. XII, Part

II,

pp. 578-580.

—
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incorrect, I was directed to bring my brigades as rapidly as possible back
to the main road and to the mountain top, and, under orders from General Longstreet, placed Kemper and Garnett, supported by Jenkins^ brigade, in position on the ridge to the left of the road and above it. While
taking position my troops were exposed to severe shelling, and shortlj^
afterward to a heavy infantry attack in overwhelming numbers. Despite the odds, they held their ground till dark, when, the brigades on

my left

giving way, they were withdrawn in comparatively good order
The enemy did not pursue his advantage,
and our troops were marched to Sharpsburg, which we reached on the
morning of the loth. On this march Anderson’s brigade was assigned
to General Hood, to act as a rear guard, and General Toombs, with
two regiments of his brigade, joined me, the balance of his brigade
having been sent to Williamsport with wagons. My command took possession of the heights in front of and to the right of the town, being the
extreme right of our whole line. I ordered General Toombs to defend
the bridge over the Antietam Creek in front of me with the Second and
Twentieth Georgia Eegiments, re-enforced by half a company from Jenkins’ brigade and the Fiftieth Georgia regiment, of Drayton’s brigade.
These re-enforcements took but small part in what ensued, from the
nature of their position. The enemy appeared on the opposite side of the
creek, and heavy artillery firing was kept up during the day, continuing
also the 16th, with but little damage to my command.
Daylight of September 17 gave the signal for a terrific cannonade.
The battle raged with intensity on the left and center, but the heavy
masses in my front repulsed again and again in their attempts to force
the passage of the bridge by the two regiments before named, comprising
403 men, assisted by artillery I had placed in position on the heights
were unable to effect a crossing, and maneuvered as if about to cross
below at some of the numerous fords. My command had been further
reduced on the right by detaching Garnett’s brigade to the front of the
town, leaving me, for the defense of the right, with only Toombs’ two
regiments, Kemper’s, Drayton’s, and Walker’s brigades.
When it is known that on that morning my entire command of six
brigades comprised only 2,430 men, the enormous disparity of force with
to the foot of the mountain.

—

which I contended can be seen.
About this time the two regiments of Toombs’ brigade (Seventeenth
and Fifteenth Georgia), which had been left behind, accompanied by five
companies of the Eleventh Georgia Eegiment, Anderson’s brigade, came
upon the field, and were at once placed at General Toombs’ disposal, to
aid in the defense of the bridge, my force before having been too weak
to aid him with a single man. Before, however, they could be made
available for that purpose, the gallant Second and Twentieth, having
repulsed five separate assaults and exhausted their last round of ammunition, fell back, leaving the bridge to the enemy.
Meanwhile General
A, P. Hill had come up on my right and was effecting a junction with
my line, several of his batteries already in position assisting mine in
firing on the enemy, now swarming over the bridge. Undeterred, except
momentarily, by this fire, the enemy advanced in enormous masses to
the assault of the heights. Sweeping up to the crest, they were mowed
down by Brown’s battery, the heroic commander of which had been
wounded but a few moments before. They overcame the tough resistance offered by the feeble forces opposed to them, and gained the heights,
capturing McIntosh’s battery, of General Hill’s command. Kemper and
Drayton were driven back through the town. The Fifteenth South Carolina, Colonel De Saussure, fell back very slowly and in order, forming
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the nucleus on which the brigade rallied. Jenkins’ brigade held its own,
and from their position in the orchard poured a destructive tire on the
enemy. General Toombs, whom I had sent for, arriving from the right
with a portion of his brigade and part of the Eleventh Georgia Eegiment, was ordered to charge the enemy. This he did most gallantly, supported by Archer’s brigade, of Hill’s command, delivering fire at less than
50 yards", dashing at the enemy with the bayonet, forcing him from the
McIntosh’s battery was retaken,
crest, and following him down the hill.
and, assisted by other i)ieces, which were now brought up to the edge of
the crest, a terrific fire was opened on the lines of the enemy between
the slope and the creek, which, finally breaking them, caused a confused
retreat to the bridge. ]S"ight had now come on, putting an end to the
conflict, and leaving my command in the possession of the ground we
had held in the morning, with the exception of the mere bridge.
In this day’s battle fell Lieutenant-Colonel [William R.] Holmes, Second Georgia, and Colonel [W. T.] Millican, Fifteenth Georgia, dying as

men should die.
On the morning of the 18th much sharpshooting took place, continuing
At 9 j)* lu* I took ui^ line of march for the Potomac, which
all day.

brave

my

artillery, wagons, and material,
river I crossed, taking with me all
without any loss whatever, encamping near Shepherdstown, W. Va., on
the morning of the 19th.
I have the greatest reason to be satisfied with the officers and men of

my command.
To my staff I am

particularly indebted. Major Coward, my assistant
adjutant- general, displayed on all occasions that cool courage and discrimination which predict for him a brilliant military career. I am
much gratified at his well-merited promotion.
Capt. Osman Latrobe, my inspector-general, on all occasions, and particularly at Sharpsburg, conducted himself with distinguished gallantry.
Wherever the battle raged hottest, there was he, directing and encouraging the troops. I earnestly recommend his promotion to the rank of
major.
Surgeon Barksdale, of my staff*, did more than his duty, exx)Osing himself on the field and rendering me valuable assistance.
Capt. Philix) B. Jones, jr., volunteer aide on my staff*, disxfiayed great
gallantry, carrying my orders through the heat of battle.
Ca])t. B. N. Thurston, my ordnance officer, previous to his capture at
Cx Hill, carried my orders with great X)i’omptness, displaying perfect
coolness, on all occasions, when in the face of the enemy.
My regular aide-de-camp. First Lieut. J. W. Ford, during the recent
camx)aign was acting as assistant quartermaster of my division, and discharged the duties of his office to my entire satisfaction.
It aff*ords me xdeasure to mention, in the highest terms, the efficiency
of Major Moses, my division commissary.
Mr. Charles U. Williams, volunteer aide on my staff*, was of much
service to me. He was with me throughout the campaign, and never
for one moment did he falter in his zeal for the service or in his conspicuous coolness. I heartily recommend him for a commission in the

Confederate service.
Cax)t. H. E. Young, assistant adjutant-general, and Mr. Hugh Pose,
volunteer aides for the occasion, served most faithfully, obeying with
cool courage and much gallantry all orders given them.
H. 11. JONES,
Major-General.
Maj. G. Moxley Sorrel,
Afifiistant

Adjutant- General^ LongstreePs Corps.
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Eeturn of casualties in Brig. Gen. D. R. Jones'

division,

September 14-18, 1862.

W ounded.

Killed.

men.

Brigades.

Missing.

men.

men.

Aggregate.

Enlisted
OflBcers.

Toombs’

3
11

Draytou’s
Anderson’s

Enlisted

Enlisted

Officers.

Kemper’s

1

Oarnett’s
Jenkins’

2

Officers.

28
27

18
14
28

108
264
73
84
185
168

161

97

882

13
71
8
14

14
16
7

1

21

3

176

1

5

1

27
32
11

6

272

160
541
94
144
261
235

1

Total

17

1,

435

Ko. 234.
Report of Brig. Gen. Robert Toombs, C. S. Army, commanding divmon
{temporary), of the battle of Sharpsburg.

General The day
:

Washington, Ga., October 25, 1862.
commanded hy General Lee, left

that the army,

Leesburg and marched toward Maryland, you notified me that I was
assigned to the command of a division, composed of my own brigade,
General Drayton’s, and Col. G. T. Anderson’s. When Major-General
Longstreet’s command arrived within 4 or 5 miles of Hagerstown, I
was ordered to send forward one of my brigades to that iioint, take
possession of Hagerstown, and to hold it until further orders. I asked
permission to accompany this brigade, which was granted by MajorGeneral Longstreet. I took with me, for the execution of this order,
my own brigade, then under the command of Colonel Benning, of the
Seventeenth Georgia Volunteers, leaving Brigadier- General Drayton’s
and Colonel Anderson’s brigades with the main body of the army.
On Saturday night, September 13, while in command at Hagerstown,
I received orders to hold my command in readiness to march at daylight
the next morning. I received no further orders until about 10 o’clock
on Sunday night, September 14. I then received orders to march immediately to Shariisburg, which 1 did, and reached there before daylight
on Monday morning. On that day I received orders from you to detail
two regiments from my owm brigade (the only one then with me), and

them

to Williamsport for the protection of the w'agon-train,
regiments onl^", and one of those (the Second
Georgia) was very small, having less than 120 muskets present for duty.
With these two regiments I was ordered by you to occupy tlie most
eligible position I could find on the Antietam liiver, near the bridge on
the road to Harper’s Ferrj^ in order to prevent the enemy from crossing
the river. From this position I was ordered to fall back when it should
become necessary, by my right flank, and to hold a hill about 400 yards
to order

which

left

me with but two

below the bridge and immediately on the river, as long as it might be
practicable, and then to fall back and take position on your right in line
of battle, with four other brigades of your command, about 600 or 800
yards in rear of the bridge. With these orders I took possession of

<
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tbe ground indicated in your orders on Monday, September 15, with tlie
Twentieth Georgia Volunteers, commanded by Col. John B. Gumming,
and the Second Georgia Volunteers, under the command of LieutenantColonel Holmes (about 400 muskets strong), and both under the immediate command of Col. Henry L. Benning, commanding the brigade.
At this time, no notice having been given me of what disposition was
intended to be made of the rest of the division which had been assigned
to me, I subsequently understood from you that Anderson’s brigade had
been attached to Brigadier-General Hood’s command, and BrigadierGeneral Drayton’s brigade was retained by you in your line of battle on
the heights in my rear, except one regiment (the Fiftieth Georgia Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel [F.] Kearse), hereafter referred to.
The Antietam Eiver runs comi^aratively straight from a point about
100 paces above the bridge to a point about 300 paces below the bridge,
and then curves suddenly around a hill to a ford on a neighborhood
road. About 600 yards to my right and rear the road from Sharpsburg
to Harj^er’s Ferry from the foot of the bridge over the Antietam turns
suddenly down the river, and runs nearly upon its margin for about 300
paces then leaves the river nearly at right angles. Upon examining
the position, 1 found a narrow W'ood upon the margin of the river just
above the bridge (an important and commanding position) occupied by
a company of Texans from Brigadier-General Hood’s command. I then
ordered the Twentieth to take position, with its left near the foot of the
bridge, on the Sharpsburg side, extending down the river near its margin, and the Second Georgia on its right, prolonging the line down to
the point where the road on the other side from the mountain approached
This required a more open order than was desirable, on
the river.
account of the smallness of the regiments, both together numbering but
a little over 400 muskets.
On Tuesday you placed under my command the Fiftieth Georgia
(Lieutenant-Colonel Kearse), numbering, I should suppose, scarcely ioo
muskets. I ordered this regiment on the right of the Second Georgia,
extending it in open order, so as to guard a blind plantation road leading to a ford between the lower ford before referred to and the right of
the Second Georgia Volunteers.
On Tuesday evening I received notice of the withdrawal of the company belonging to Brigadier- General Hood’s brigade from the position
on Colonel Cummin g’s left, above the bridge, and was compelled to detail
a company from the Twentieth to take its place.
On Wednesday morning I ordered a company from General Jenkins’
brigade (whom you had placed under my command) to relieve this company from the Twentieth and occupy its position, that it might resume
This order was not obeyed, and subseits ])osition below the bridge.
quently I placed the captain and one-half of this company between the
Second Georgia and Fiftieth Georgia, and the other half, under a lieutenant, near the lower ford, to prevent or retard the passage of the enemy
at this point. This command held its position with fidelity and firmness
until withdrawn by my order. This position was important, and had
been guarded by a cavalry regiment, with an infantry brigade in its
rear, up to Tuesday evening, when both were removed to another position on the field of battle, and left the crossing unprotected, except by
the small force I was thus enabled to place there. Finding that the
battery belonging to my brigade (Captain Bichardson) was placed too
lar in my rear to render me efficient service in defending the passage
at the bridge, 1 ap])lied to General Longstreet for another battery. He
order(‘d ( -iii)tain Ihibank to report to me, who was placed in my rear.
;
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about half-way between the river and Captain Eichardson’s battery,
and rendered efficient service as long as he remained in that position."
The enemy opened on my position with his artillery on Tuesday evening, and continued it until dark.
The damage was but slight. My own
skirmishers and the company from General Hood’s brigade crossed the
river, and were actively engaged with the enemy’s skirmishers the most
of this day.

On Tuesday

night the enemy advanced his artillery and infantry
position, and on Wednesday morning threw forward
his skirmishers and light infantry in greatly increased numbers, and
before 8 o’clock drove in my pickets and advanced with heavy columns
to the attack of my position on the bridge. This position was not strong.
The ground descended gently to the margin of the river, covered with
a narrow strip of woods, affording slight protection to the troops. Its
chief strength lay in the fact that, from the nature of the ground on the
other side, the enemy were compelled to approach mainly by the road
which led up the river for near 300 paces, parallel with my line of battle,
and distant therefrom from 50 to 150 feet, thus exposing his flank to a
destructive fire the most of that distance.
At between 9 and 10 o’clock the enemy made his first attempt to carry
the bridge by a rapid assault, and was repulsed with great slaughter,
and at irregular intervals, up to about 1 o’clock, made four other attempts of the same kind, all of which were gallantly met and successfully repulsed by the Twentieth and Second Georgia.
The Fiftieth
Georgia and the half company from General Jenkins’ brigade, before
referred to, were on the right of the Second Georgia, rather below the
main point of attack, and rendered little or no service in this fierce and
bloody struggle. After these repeated disastrous repulses, the enemy,
despairing of wresting the bridge from the grasp of its heroic defenders,
and thus forcing his passage across the river at this point, turned his
attention to the fords before referred to, and commenced moving fresh
troops in that direction by his left flank. The old road, by the upper of
the two fords referred to, led over a hill on my right and in my rear,
which completely commanded my position and all ingress and egress
to and from it below the bridge. My communications with the rear
above the bridge were beset with other, but scarcely less, difficulties.
This approach could have been very successfully defended hy a comparatively small force, and it was for this purpose that I so often and
urgently asked the aid of a regiment on the day of the battle, not having
another man available for that purpose. Not being able to get any
re-enforcements for the defense of these two fords, and seeing that the
enemy was moving upon them to cross, thus enabling him to attack my
small force in front, right flank, and rear, and my two regiments having
been constantly engaged from early in the morning up to 1 o’clock with
a vastly superior force of the enemy, aided by three heavy batteries,
the commanding officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Holmes, of the Second,
having been killed in the action, and the only remaining field officer.
Major [Skidmore] Harris, being painfully wounded, and fully one half of
this regiment being killed or wounded, and the Twentieth having also
suffered severely in killed and wounded, and the ammunition of both
regiments being nearly exhausted, and Eubank’s battery having been
withdrawn to the rear nearly two hours before, I deemed it my duty,
in pursuance of your original order, to withdraw my command and place
it in the position designated by you opposite the two lower fords, some
half a mile to the right and front of your line of battle. In imrsuance
of this.order. Colonel Benning, who had commanded the remnant of the

much nearer my
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brigade during tbe action with distinguished gallantry and skill, withdrew these gallant regiments to their new position, ready again to confront and battle with the enemy. The Fiftieth Georgia and the company from General Jenkins’ brigade were at the same time ordered to
the same position, and were led back by their resp3ctive officers. This
change of position was made to my entire satisfaction, and with but
the face of greatly superior numbers. Before these troops
position, the Fifteenth Georgia Volunteers, under
the command of Colonel Millicanj the Seventeenth, under the command
of Captain [John A.] McGregor, of my brigade, and Major Little, with
five companies of the Eleventh Georgia (Colonel Anderson’s brigade),
all of whom had been detached several days before to guard ammunition
and other trains, arrived on the field and were also placed in the new
position before designated. The Twentieth and Second were then
ordered to the ammunition train to replenish their cartridge-boxes.
Though the bridge and upper ford were thus left open to the enemy,
he moved with such extreme caution and slowness that he lost nearly
two hours in crossing and getting into action on our side of the river,
about which time General A. P. Hill’s division arrived from Harper’s
Ferry. I then received your order that, as soon as General Gregg (of
General A. P. Hill’s division) arrived and relieved me, to move my command and take position immediately on your right, on the heights then
occupied by the rest of your command. Before I was relieved by General Gregg, I received from you another order to move up my command
immediately to meet the enemy, who had already commenced his attack
on your position. I immediately put my command in motion, then consisting of the Fifteenth and Seventeenth Georgia (lessened by one com])any from each, sent out as skirmishers). Major Little’s battalion, of the
Eleventh, a smajl number of Kearse’s regiment, and on the way I found
Colonel Cumming and a part of the Twentieth, who had returned from
supplying themselves with ammunition and joined me, and hastened
with all speed to your position. On my arrival, I found the enemy in
possession of the ground I was ordered by you to occupy on your right.
He had driven oft our troops, captured McIntosh’s battery (attached to
General Drayton’s brigade), and held possession of all the ground from
the corn-field on your right down to the Antietam Bridge road, including the eastern suburbs of the town of Sharpsburg, all the troops defending it having been driven back and retired to the rear or through the
town.
Under this state of facts, I had instantly to determine either to retreat
or fight.
retreat would have left the town of Sharpsburg and General
Longstreet’s rear open to the enemy, and was inadmissible. I, therefore,
with less than one-fifth of the enemy’s numbers, determined to give him
battle, and immediately and rapidly formed my line of battle in the road
within 100 iiaces of the enemy’s lines. While forming in the road. Captain Troup, my aide, on my extreme left rallied a portion of General
Kemper’s brigade, who were retiring from the field, attached it to my
line of battle, and led them into action with conspicuous gallantry and
small

loss, in

had reached their new

A

skill.

As soon as possible, I opened fire upon the enemy’s columns, who immediately advanced in good order upon me until he approached within
00 or 80 paces, when the effectiveness of the fire threw his column in
considerable disorder, upon perceiving which I immediately ordered a
charge, which, being brilliantly and energetically executed by my whole
line, the enemy broke in confusion and fled.
McIntosh’s battery was
recaptured and our position retaken within less than thirty minutes after
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the comnienceinent of tliis attack upon him. The enemy tied in confusion toward the river and bridge, making]: two or three efforts to rally,
which were soon defeated by the vigorous charges of our troops, aided
by Captain Kichardson’s battery, which I ordered up immediately upon
the recovery of the heights, and which, with its accustomed promptness
and courage, was rapidly placed in position and action. The enemy, to
cover his retreating columns, brought over the bridge a battery and
placed it in position. I ordered Kichardson’s battery to open upon it,
and at the same time ordered the Fifteenth and Twentieth Georgia forward, who pursued the enemy so close to his guns as to bring them
within range of musketry, which comjielled his battery, after a few shots,
I desired to
to join his fleeing infantry and retreat across the bridge.
liursue the enemy across the river, but being deficient in artillery to
meet his heavy batteries on the other side, I sent my aide. Captain
Troup, to General Lee for the purpose of supplying myself, who ordered
Captain Squires to report to me immediately, which he was unable to
do, from not receiving the order in time, until nearly night, when it was
too late to risk the movement, and, therefore, I ordered him to hold himself in readiness for the movement in the morning, if the action should
be renewed. I then determined to move my troops upon and occupy
the position held by me on the river at the beginning of the action, but
before the execution of this purpose I received your order to change my
position and to occupy the heights on the opposite side of the road leading to the bridge from Sharpsburg, on the left of your command, which
order was immediately executed and the troops bivouacked for the
night.
1 am happy to report that our loss in this last attack w^as unexpectedly small. Such was the heroic vigor and rapidity of the assault upon
the enemy, he was panic-stricken ; his fire was wild and comparatively
harmless. Having been compelled to leave my command before official
returns could be brought in, I am unable to state it accurately. Colonel
Benning has, doubtless, before this time furnished you with them.
Among the casualties of the day I have to deplore the loss of two couimanders of regiments. Colonel Millican, of the Fifteenth Georgia, who
greatly distinguished himself both at Manassas and in this action for
personal gallantry and efficiency as a soldier and field officer, fell while
gallantly leading his regiment in the final charge (and nearly its close),
which swept the enemy from this part of the field of battle. Lieutenant-Colonel Holmes, who commanded the Second Georgia Volunteer
Begiment, fell near the close of his heroic defense of the passage of the

Antietam, and it is due to him to say that, in my judgment, he has not
left in the armies of the republic a truer or braver soldier, and I have
never known a cooler, more efficient, or more skillful field officer.
The conduct of the officers and men generally under my command in
the battle of Sharpsburg was so strongly marked with the noble virtues
of the patriot soldier that a narrative of this day’s deeds performed by
them, however simple and unadorned, if truthful, would seem like the
language of extravagant and unmerited eulogy.
The reports of the regimental commanders will bring to your attention the meritorious conduct of officers and men which it may not have
been my good fortune to witness, and, as I have not the benefit of their
reports before me, I shall have to content myself with bringing to your
attention the most conspicuous cases of individual merit which fell
under my personal observation. Every opportunity for conspicuous gallantry and valuable services which presented itself seemed to be eagerly
embraced by those whose good fortune it was to fall in with it.
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Colonel Benniiig stood by bis brigade on tbe Antietain, guiding, diand animating his officers and men with distinguished coolness,
courage, and skill withdrew them from that perilous condition again
led them, with equal skill and courage, in the final conflict with the
enemy. He deserves the special consideration of the Government.
Colonel Cumming, with marked gallantry and skill, led his regiment
throughout the day, and, after the long and bloody conflict at the bridge,
brought lip one of its fragments to the last charge, and was among the
foremost in it.
Major Harris, of the Second, after the fall of Colonel Holmes, though
snflering from a painful wound, stood firmly and gallantly by his command during the whole day.
Colonel Beuning being in command of the brigade, and LieutenantColonel [Wesley C.] Hodges and Major [J. H.] Pickett both being absent, from severe wounds received by them in former battles. Captain
McGregar led the Seventeenth Eegimeut with ability, courage, and skill.
Major Little led his battalion of the Eleventh Georgia with a dashing
courage and success which won the admiration of his comrades. The
oflicers and men of his battalion deserve especial mention for their galiantry and good conduct.
Cajitain [ J. B.] Eichardson and his officers and men, of the company of
the Washington Artillery attached to my own brigade, were conspicuous
throughout the day for courage and good conduct. Captain Eichardson clung to the infantry amid every danger, and, being nobly seconded
on eveiy occasion by his officers and men, largely contributed to every
success.
During the whole connection of this battery with my command, its officers and men have so conducted themselves everywhere on
the march, in the camp, and in the battle-field as to merit and receive
my special approbation.
The duties of my staff, from the nature and extent of the operations
of my command and its distance from the main body, were peculiarly
ardnons and dangerous, and I am inuch indebted to them for their
extraordinary efforts on that occasion.
Every difficulty was met by
increased energy and exertion, and every increased danger with a higher
courage and devotion to duty. During the combat on the river they
were ail constantly engaged in arduous and dangerous duties.
In the final conflict Captain Troup was on the left of my line
Captain [D. M.] DnBose on my right
Cadet [W. T.] Lamar accompanied
me personally, and Caiitain [A. A. F.] Hill, of First Georgia Eegulars,
assigned to me for special duty, and Lieutenant Grant Avere actively
executing my orders in carrying orders and bringing up troops.
It happened to my aide, Capt. J. E. Troup, on three occasions during
the day, while in the jierformance of his ordinary duties, to pass troojis
Avhicli had broken and left their positions, on all of which occasions he
rallied them with great skill and energy, succeeding on one occasion in
leading them back into i)osition, and on another inspired them with his
own courage and enthusiasm, and led them successfully in the charge
on the enemy’s columns. Captain Troup’s conduct throughout the day
Avas conspicuous for ability and courage, and is entitled to marked and
special approbation.
The conduct of one of my couriers, Mr. Thomas Paschal, of Cobb’s
Legion, deserves special mention for courage and fidelity to duty under
circumstances of ]mcnliar difficulties and dangers.
I am, very res])ectfnlly, your obedient servant.
E. TOOMBS,
Brig. Gen. D. E. Jones.
recting,

;

;

—

—

;

;
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No. 235.
Reports of Brig. Oen. Richard B. Garnett, C. S. Army, commanding
Pichetfs hrigade, of the battles of Boonshorough and Sharpshurg,

Camp near Culpeper Court-House,

Ya.,

November 6 1862.
,

Major

I have the honor to submit the following report of the part
taken by Pickett’s brigade, of General H. E. Jones’ division, which I
commanded in the battle of Boonsborough
This command, consisting of the Eighth, Eighteenth, Nineteenth,
Twenty-eighth, and Fifty-sixth Eegiments Virginia Volunteers, commanded, respectively, by Colonel Huntou, Major Cabell, Colonel [J. B.]
Strange, Captain [W. L.] Wingfield, and Colonel Stuart, left the neighborhood of Hagerstown, Md., on the morning of September 14 last, and
reached Boonsborough, on the Hagerstown and Frederick turnpike, in
the afternoon, after a hot, dusty, and fatiguing march of some 18 miles.
short distance beyond the village, Kemper’s, Pickett’s, and Jenkins’
brigades (the latter commanded by Colonel Walker), in the order named,
were moved in a southerly direction on a road running perpendicular to
the ])ike. Having proceeded over a mile, these troops were directed on
another route parallel to the turnpike, leading toward a gap in the South
Mountain, farther south than that through which the Hagerstown and
Frederick road ran. After marching nearly half a mile, Kemper filed to
the left, and again moved in the direction of the pike. At this time I received an order, by Major Mayo [Moses %\, of General Jones’ staff, to bring
my troops to an about-face, and to return the way I came until I reached
a path, which I must take. He was unable to give me any information
respecting the path in question, but said he would go forward and try to
obtain some. 1 did not, however, see him again. I followed Jenkins’
brigade, which was now in front some distance but hearing musketry
open on the mountain, I took what I supposed to be a near cut in the
direction where I presumed I was wanted. This took me over rough
and plowed ground up the mountain side. I at length found an old
and broken road, along which General Kemper must have moved. Here
I met Capt. Hugh Eose, of General Jones’ staff, who had orders for me
to return to the turnpike. When I got back to this road my troops
were almost exhausted. 1 consequently lost the services of a number of
men by straggling. After a short rest, I jiroceeded up the mountain,
and, having gained the summit on the main road, I was sent, by a narportion of this
row lane bearing to the left, to a higher position.
route was commanded by several pieces of the enemy’s artillerj^, which
opened upon my column (marching by the flank) as soon as it came in
sight, which they were enabled to do with considerable accuracy, as
they had previously been practicing on other troops which had preceded
mine. Several casualties occurred from this cause while I was approaching and forming my line of battle, which I did by filing my command to
the right through an open field. My right rested in a thick woods, which
descended quite abruptly in front, and my left in a field of standing
corn. As soon as my troops were formed, I sent forward a line of skirmishers to ascertain the position of the enemy. When these dispositions had been completed (which was only a short time before sunset),
I received an order from General Jones to detach my left regiment to
Kemiier’s right (he being on my left), and to withdraw the rest of the
:

A
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brigade to a wooded ridge a little to the left and rear. The first part of
this order had scarcely been executed when the Federal skirmishers
made their appearance, immediately followed by their main body, so
that the action at once became general.
The brigade sustained for some time a fierce attack by doubtless many
times their number. It has subsequently been ascertained that General
McClellan’s army, consisting of at least 80,000 men, assailed our posi'

only defended by General D. H. Hill’s division and a part of General Longstreet’s corps. The left was the first to fall back, and finally
the right was forced to retreat, being without support. Many renewed
the contest a little farther to the rear, and stoutly disputed the approach
of the enemy, but it had now become so dark it was impossible to distinguish objects, except at a short distance. About this time two regi-

tion,

ments of Jenkins’ brigade came up, and, the probable position of the
enemy being pointed out, they advanced to the attack with great gallantry.
Just as these troops moved forward, I was ordered to bring off
my brigade, which I did.
It is due to the brigade to say that it went into the battle of Boonsborough under many serious disadvantages. It had marched (a portion of the time rapidly) between 22 and 23 miles before it went into
action, much oppressed by heat and dust reached its position a short
time before sunset under a disheartening fire of artillery, and was attacked by a much superior force as soon as it was formed in line of battle.
That it bravely discharged its duty is fully attested by the number
of casualties which occurred during the engagement.
I had been placed in command of the brigade only a few days before
the battle of Boonsborough, and, therefore, was personally acquainted
with few of the officers, save the regimental commanders. I cannot,
therefore, mention names, but can only say I saw several in connection
with them, both by words and example, encouraging and cheering on
their men in the hottest of the fight.
For further information on this
subject you are referred to the sub-reports, herewith inclosed.
Colonel Stuart, as I formerly mentioned, was detached with his
regiment (the Fifty-sixth Virginia) before the action commenced. His
accompanying official rei)ort will show the part taken by his command.
Lieutenant Mclntire, Eighth [Nineteenth] Virginia Volunteers, acting
assistant adjutant-general Lieuts. Elliott Johnston and A. O. Sorrel,
First Georgia Kegulars, acting aides-de-camp, composed my staff*. It
is with much pleasure that I ackuowledge the zeal, intelligence, and
bravery with which they discharged their duties pending the battle.
We have to mourn in this action many of our companions as killed
and wounded, who go to swell the list of noble martyrs who have suflered in our just cause. It was my lot to be acquainted with but one of
the officers who fell on this occasion Col. John B. Strange, Nineteenth
Virginia Volunteers. His tried valor on other fields, and heroic conduct
in animating his men to advance upon the enemy with his latest breath,
and after he had fallen mortally wounded, will secure imperishable honor
for his name and memory.
I herewith furnish a list^*^ of the killed and wounded, and have the
honor to state that the delay and imperfection of my report with regard
to details have been occasioned by my being relieved from the command
of Pickett’s brigade before the reports of regimental commanders could
;

j
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be made outj and although I applied for them some weeks since, I
received several of them only yesterday.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. B. GAEKETT,
Brigadier- General^ Commanding,
Maj. A. Coward,
Assistant Adjutant- General to Brig. Gen. D. B. Jones.

Gamp near Culpeper Court-House,

Ya.,

November

Major

:

I

7,

1862.

have the honor to forward the following report of the battle

of Sharpsburg, as far as participated in by my command (Pickett’s brigade)
Early in the forenoon of September 17 these troops, composed of the
Eighth, Eighteenth, Nineteenth, Twenty-eighth, and Fifty-sixth Virginia Volunteers, commanded by Colonel Hunton, Major Cabell, Lieut.
William N. Wood, Captain Wingfield, and Captain McPhail, were ordered to the southeastern side of the village to support several batteries
of Washington Artillery, commanding the easterly and southerly approaches to the town. As far as practicable the command was sheltered in a hollow in the rear of the artillery. For some four or five hours
it was subjected to an almost uninterrupted fire of solid shot, shell, and
spherical case, by which a number of men were killed and wounded,
which casualties were borne by the troops with remarkable firmness and
steadiness. I was subsequently ordered forward on the brow of the hill
to dislodge the enemy^s skirmishers, who began to annoy our artillery
to the eastward. Here we were more exposed to the F^eral artillery
than in our former position, and suffered considerably. At length, for
some cause unknown to me, a large portion of the pieces were withdrawn, and I moved my command farther back to a more secure j)lace.
Having been here a short time, I was informed that a portion of Col.
Stephen D. Lee^s battalion had taken the place of the Washington
Artillery, and wished some skirmishers to protect his pieces from the
sharpsliooters of the enemy. I sent forward the Fifty-sixth Eegiment,
under the command of Captain McPhail, for this purpose. Not long
after, I learned that the enemy had crossed the Antietam (a stream in our
front) in very large force, and was moving toward the point occupied
by the artillery. I again moved forward my force and took up a position in front of two pieces of Colonel Lee’s battalion, in a corn-field,
with space enough between the wings for them to be used with effect.
The Fifty-sixth Eegiment, which was in front, was recalled, and rejoined
the left wing of the main body. Soon a large number of the enemy’s
skirmishers were seen to our left, as if to flank us. There were none of
brisk fire from the left checked
our forces in sight in that direction.
and finally caused them to retire. Now a large force made its appearance, marching to the front, having debouched from the woods on the
banks of the Antietam, which had partially concealed them. At the
same time heavy bodies were observed moving to attack our troops on
the right, composed of Drayton’s and a portion of Kemper’s brigades.
I moved my command some distance to the front in the standing corn
(as many of my guns were short range), in order that they could produce
more efiect, and opened fire. At this time, I do not think my effective
force could have exceeded 200 men, yet these, with two rifled pieces,
most gallantly and skillfully served, under the command of Captain
Moody, and superintended by Colonel Lee, checked and held at bay a
:
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force of the enemy many times our number. When this unequal contest
had lasted over an hour, I discovered that the Federals had turned our
extreme right, which began to give way, and a number of the Yankee
flags appeared on the hill in rear of the town and not far from our only
avenue of escape. I ordered the brigade to fall baek, deeming it in imminent danger of being surrounded and captured, as it would have been
impossible for it to have held its position without the support of the
troops on the right. There being some delay in withdrawing Moody’s
section of artillery, I take pleasure in saying I saw Major Cabell halt and

face his men about, to await its removal, as mentioned in hisoflicial report.
The main street of the town was commanded by the Federal artillery.
troops, therefore, passed, for the most part, to the north of the town
along the cross-streets. In this direction I found troops scattered in
squads from various parts of the army, so that it was impossible to distinguish men of the different commands. Having reached the rear of
the town, and learning that General Toombs had re-enforced our right
just after it was driven back, and restored the fortunes of the day in that
quarter, I gathered as many men as I could get to follow me from among
the dispersed force (which did not amount to a large number, as many
said they were looking for proper commands), and, accompanied by Capt.
William N. Berkeley, of the Eighth Virginia Kegiment, and Lieutenants
Mclntire and Sorrel, of my staff, I joined General Drayton’s command
south of the village. I found, on my arrival, that the enemy had been
successfully repulsed, only a few skirmishers remaining in sight, which
were being driven back by our troops of the same description.
The conduct of the brigade during this most' trying day, under destructive fires from artillery and musketry, is deserving of the highest

My

commendation, officers and men generally acting with the utmost bravery
and coolness. The names of those particularly mentioned by regimental
commanders will be found in their reports, herewith furnished.
My staff Lieutenants Mclntire, Johnston (who was wounded in the
,

—

foot shortly after the infantry engagement commenced, and in conse(pience of which lost his leg), and Sorrel are entitled to my thanks for
meritorious and gallant services during the day.
I feel it a duty, and grateful to my feelings, again to recur to the part
taken by Captain Moody’s section of artillery. It is partly due to the

—

brave and energetic manner with which it was handled that the infantry
were enabled to hold their position, and it is, therefore, entitled to a full
share of the credit for whatever success attended our efforts on that part
of the field. Colonel Lee, at times during the action, personally assisted
at his pieces. His bravery and intrepidity at the battle of Sharpsburg
should add fresh fame to the high reputation he has already won.
In this battle, as in former ones, we are called on to deplore the loss
of many brave spirits, who have sealed their devotion to the Southern
cause with their life’s blood. May their memories ever be enshrined in
the hearts of their countrymen
This report has been delayed for the reasons assigned in my report ot
the battle ot* Boonsborough.
list* of killed, wounded, &c., is herewith
furnished as far as could be obtained.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A

E. B.

GAENETT,

Brigadier- General^ Commanding,

Mnj. A.

Coward,

Assistant Adjutant- General
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Ko. 236.
Report of

Col,

Rppa Hunton^ Eighth

Virginia Infantry^ of the battles of

Boonshorough and Sharpsburg.
,
,

General

1862.

I have the honor to report the following, as the action of
regiment in the battles of Boonshorough and Sharpsburg
On Sunday, September 14, the regiment, with the rest of the bri:

my

Hagerstown and marched toward the gap of the mountain
After arriving near the gap we were marched south
several miles toward another gap. When about to reach this last gap,
we were countermarched and carried to the top of the mountain, on the
north side of the turnpike, under heavy fire of the enemy’s batteries from
the opposite side of the pike. The brigade was thrown into line of battle
(the Eighth Virginia Eegiment on the extreme right) in a wood. The
regiment formed the line within 50 yards of the enemy, and under a
galling fire of musketry, which opened on us while forming the line.
The regiment, with great gallantry, returned the fire of the enemy, and
drove the advance of the enemy back. We maintained our ground until
the rest of the brigade on our left had fallen back, and, finding that my
regiment, consisting of only 34 men, had no support on the right or left,
and was opposed to a verydarge force of the enemy, I retired my regiment to the rear of the fence, and was preparing to make there a further
stand, when orders came to retire the whole command. My command
sustained a loss of 11 killed and wounded.
That night we took up the line of march toward Sharpsburg, which
place we reached on the 15th, when we were formed in line of battle on
gade,

left

near Boonshorough.

the east of the town.
On Tuesday the enemy made his appearance in our front and opened
upon our position with very heavy guns.
On Wednesday we changed our position a little to the north, and
nearly all day were exposed to the most terrific fire of artillery I have
ever seen.
were near the extreme right of the line of battle, Jenkins’, Drayton’s, and Kemper’s brigades being the onlj" forces on our

We

right.

The

day was consumed by the enemy in their galling
under cover of which they endeavored to cross their infantry
over the Antiefcam Creek. Late in the afternoon the enemy threw
large forces over the creek and advanced upon us. The Eighth and
Eighteenth first and then the whole brigade were thrown forward to a
fence in our front to meet the column advancing upon our i^osition, and
nobly your little command stood the shock of battle from greatly superior
numbers. Kot a man of my command faltered no one left the ranks
except those who had been wouuded. We kept the enemy back, and
the efforts of the enemy’s officers, plainly discernible, to force their men
upon us, were all in vain. We could have held this jjosition with ease
if our right had been equally successful
but our right gave way first
Kemper’s brigade, and then Drayton’s. The enemy had gotten beyond
our line, and we were flanked by a very large force in addition to that
in front. Then you gave the order to fall back, and my command retired
with the rest of the brigade. The regiment numbered when it entered
this fight 22 men, and came out with II.
It gives me great pleasure to speak in terms of high commendation of
the conduct of the regiment on these two occasions. It met my fullest
early part of this

artillery fire,

;

j
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approbation

;

all, officers

and men, behaved very handsomely.

The cas-

ualties have heretofore been specially reported.
I cannot close this report without mentioning the gallant

conduct of
our artillery, which fought near ns the Washington Artillery first and
Colonel LeVs artillery afterward. I am unable to give the names of
the different. batteries. Captain Squires’ battery twice drove back the
advancing column of the enemy.

—

Eespectfull^^ reported.

EPPA HUNTOE^,
Colonel Eighth Virginia Regiment,

Brigadier-General

Garnett,

Commanding Pichetfs Brigade.

»

1^0. 237.

Reports of Maj. George C. Cabell, Eighteenth Virginia Infantry, of the
battles of Boonsborough and Sharpsburg.

October

14, 1862.

m. on Sunday, September 14, the Eighteenth
Virginia liegiment, about 120 strong, under my command, after a rapid
and fatiguing march from Hagerstown, was directed to a position a
little north of the gap in South Mountain, near Boonsborough, Md. We
were not fairly in position before the enemy’s skirmishers w^ere seen not
Fire was soon
far ofi' and to their rear, their line of battle approaching.
opened along the entire front of the Eighteenth Eegiment, when the
skirmishers retired, and soon the main body of the enemy fell back a
short distance, sheltered themselves behind trees, rocks, &c., and opened
a heavy fire upon us, which was replied to with spirit and vigor for some

Captain: About 5

p.

time.

After some three-quarters of an hour, word was brought that the regiments on our left had fallen back, and that the left of the Eighteenth
was wavering. I at once repaired to the left of the regiment and aided
in restoring comparatively good order, but soon after the order came
along the lines to fall back, which was done, halting in a ravine about
100 yards to the rear of the position we had just left. Here the regiment was reformed. General Garnett did not approve of this last position, so he ordered the regiment to the edge of the wood and across a
fence some 200 yards distant. In going to this position, the ground
being uneven, rocky, and covered with bushes and briars, the regiment
became a good deal scattered. As many of the regiment as could be,
were collected, and, together with Captains Claiborne and Oliver, I
marched them forward and took position on the left of Jenkins’ brigade,
wliich had just come up, and again engaged the enemy, the men fighting bravely. In some twenty-five or thirty minutes information was
brought that General Garnett’s brigade was ordered to retire. The men
were then withdrawn, and, together with General Garnett, who was
ui)on our left, retired from the field. It is but just to say that the regiment was very much exhausted when it went into the fight, having
marched in quick time from Hagerstown and around the mountain some
4 or 5 miles, and therefore fought under disadvantages. It nevertheless did good and efiective fighting, and, had it been supported on the
left,. would have maintained its ground throughout the entire fight.
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There Avere only seven officers besides myself with the regiment, and
three of the companies Avere commanded by second sergeants.
The rc^giment lost 7 killed, 27 wounded, and 7 missing, a report of
Avhich has already been forwarded.
I am, captain, A^ery respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEO.

G.

CABELL,

Major, Commanding Eighteenth Virginia Regiment,
General Garnett’s Assistant Adjutant-General.

October

14, 18G2.

Captain: Early on the morning of September 17, the Eighteenth
Virginia Eegiment, about 75 strong, under my command, was marched
by the left flank into a position in rear of tAvo batteries of the Washington Artillery, posted on a hill to the south and east of Sharpsburg, Md.
The enemy were pouring a heaA\y fire of round and canister shot u])on
the hill when the brigade commanded by General Garnett was put in
position, Avhich was continued furiously during the day until about 3 1). m.
Our position was changed two or three times during the morning, as circumstances required, moving alternately to the left and right, to shelter
the men from a dreadful fire, to AAffiich it was impossible to reply Avith
small-arms. The Eighteenth Eegiment lost by this artillery fire alone
10 killed and Avounded.
About 3 p. m. the enemy crossed the creek in heavy force and advanced upon us. My regiment, with the remainder of the brigade, was
ordered to the summit of the hill, and fire was at once opened upon the
enemy’s skirmishers, Avho Avere soon driven back to their adA^ancing line
of battle, composed of two or three regiments, immediately in our front.
The enemy came up rapidly, and we advanced a short distance to meet
them. They, soon after receiAung our first fire, fell back some little distance, and took shelter behind a rail fence, and opened a furious fire upon
us.
The fighting now became general along the line of the brigade, we
gaining rather than losing ground, when the enemy Avas re-enforced by
two or three regiments. These last regiments came up upon the left of
the regiments alread 3^ engaged with us, and extended their line perpendicularly to the rear, and opened a severe oblique fire, which was directed
principally upon the Eighteenth and Eighth Virginia Eegiments. We
Avere compelled to change the front of several of our companies at this
juncture, our fire neA'er slackening. The enemy, though outnumbering
us at least fiA^e to one, were held completely in check, and did not advance a pace. About this time the brigades of Generals Kemper and
Drayton fell back, and a large force opposed to them swung round
toward Sharpsburg and were already getting in our rear, when General
Garnett, from sheer necessity, ordered his brigade to retire. We had
moved back some 50 yards when it Avas discoAwed that a battery (fA.
I halted
S.] Cutts’, 1 think) would be endangered by our falling back.
my little regiment, faced it about, and waited until the battery limbered
The regiment was then drawn off with the remainder
u[) and moved off.
of the brigade.
I cannot speak in too high terms of the coolness and gallantry of my
men. Ko man of the Eighteenth Eegiment left his post until disabled,
and all kept up a rapid and Avell-directed fire. The officers, too, acted
Avith great gallantry.

Captains [T. D.] Claiborne, [J. A.] Holland, and [E. D.] Oliver; Lieuts.
E. S. Jones, acting adjutant, and [W. H.] Smith, of Company K, and

;
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particularly active in the discharge

of their duties.

The regiment lost in this fight 4 killed and 27 wounded, a report of
which has been already forwarded. My entire color-guard was either
killed or wounded.
I am, captain, very respectfully,

GEO.

0.

CABELL,

Major Eighteenth Virginia Regiment^ Commanding.
General Garnett’s Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 238.
Reports of Capt. B. Brown., Nineteenth Virginia Infantry, of the haftles
of Boonshorough and Sharpsburg.

October

15, 18C2.

have the honor to make the following] report of the battle of
Slaughter’s Gap, September 14
On Sunday, September 14, the Nineteenth Virginia Kegiment, numbering 150 men, after marching from Hagerstown, Md., to Boonshorough,
was ordered to load and prepare for action. The sun was nearly setting
behind the western hills when the regiment was formed in a line of
battle on the top of a hill, with an open space in front, where the enemy
lay concealed behind a stone fence, at the distance of 15 paces. A murderous fire was at once opened upon the regiment by the concealed foe,
which was manfully replied to by the Nineteenth for more than an hour,
when the ranks were thinned to such an extent as to prove a withdrawal absolutely necessary. One-third of the men were rendered
unable to fight, and a precipitous retreat from the hill was ordered.
In this engagement Col. J. B. Strange fell, seriously wounded, and in
the retreat was left behind. His voice was heard after he had received
his wound, urging his men to stand firmly, and he commanded with that
coolness and daring that is found only in the truly brave. In addition
to this severe loss, the regiment mourns the death of Lieut. M. J. Shepherd, of Company B, than whom a truer patriot, a firmer officer, and a
nobler youth is not found in our country’s service.
The list of casualties shows the number of the brave ever to be
lamented by the friends of the Nineteenth.
The command fell upon Capt. John L. Cochran after the fall of Colonel
Strange. Total loss, G3 names* heretofore furnished.
[I

:

;

B.
Captain,

BEOWN,

Commanding Regiment.

October

15, 1862.

have the honor to make the following] report of the battle of Sharpsburg, September 17
The Nineteenth Eegiment, weakened by straggling and the casualties
of the 14th, was stationed on ap eminent hill on the east side of Sharpsburg, with only 50 men, commanded by Lieut. William N. Wood, acting
adjutant, where they were attacked in the evening of the 17th by a large
force of the enemy approaching in three directions. Lnder these cir[I

Not found.

'

:
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cumstanees the regiment maintained its position for two hours, when
the enemy had gotten in our rear from the right, and had also passed
beyond us on the left, and was pressing with vigor with ten times our
number immediately in front of us. Still, death was dealt by the unerring shots of this noble little band. The enemy, with his large force,
had come within 80 steps of us, when a hasty retreat down the hill with
a circuitous route to the left saved us from the prisoner’s cell.
Our loss was comparatively great. The men fought exceedingly well.
Among the bravest, I deem it necessary to mention W. T. Eea, a private
of Company
Private E. G. Taylor, Company B, and Ensign L. E.
5

K

Bowyer.
Loss in

this

engagement, 8

;

names * heretofore furnished.
B.
Captain^

BEOWK,

Commanding Regiment.

[Indorsement.]

Brigadier-General Garnett
This regiment w^as acting more directly under your orders than those
of its commander. Captain Brown, who was present during the engagement. I did not recognize Adjutant Wood as its commander on that
day, he being only third lieutenant.
:

Eespectfully,

JAMES

I).

McIETIEE.

Eo. 239.
Report of Col. William

J).

Stuart^ Fifty-sixth Yirginia Infantry^ of the

battle

of Boonshorough.

Headquarters Pickett’s Brigade,
October 25, 18G2.

Sib: I have the honor to submit to you the following report of the
part taken by the Fifty-sixth Virginia Eegiment, under my command,
in the engagement on the South Mountain, near Boonshorough, Md., on
Sunday, September 14
Upon reaching the line of battle assigned to your brigade, I was ordered to the support of General J. L. Kemper, immediately on your left,
and distant about 200 yards. I promptly repaired to General Kemper’s
right, and reported to Colonel Corse, of the Seventeenth Yirginia, com-

manding

at that point.

He

assigned

me my

place in line of battle in a

through which the enemy Avere reported to be advancing
immediately in front. Here 1 remained for some time, when, from the
direction of the enemy’s fire and the appearance of their standards, I
found the attack was being made against you on my right, and that my
whole fiank would be exposed should your position prove untenable.
With Colonel Corse’s permission, I threw back my right wing, and preDark now settled upon
])ared to meet the enemy from this direction.
us, and, as it was impossible to see anything of the enemy, and the firing
on my right, on your part, had ceased, and a portion of the Twentyeighth Eegiment, of your brigade, had retreated toward my position, I
concluded that your position bad proved untenable, and advised Colonel
Corse again to fall back to the fence separating the cleared and corn
corn-field,

Not found.
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some 20 yards in our rear. This was speedily effected, and the line
formed, with the fence protecting us. From this point a brisk rightoblique fire was kept up on the enemy for an hour or more, when, our
ammunition becoming exhausted, recourse was had to the cartridgeboxes of the dead and wounded around, and I sent a messenger to inform you that re-enforcements or ammunition should speedily be sent
My messenger (Lieutenant [Ira A.] Miller) returned, having met
us.
the adjutant- general of General Kemper (Captain Fry), who informed
him that Generals KempeFs and Garnett’s brigades had been ordered
from the field some time before, and to bear me such orders. Upon the
receipt of this order, I informed Colonel Corse, and we agreed to leave
the field together, which we did, bringing the men off in good order,
1 regretted not
after having expended every round of ammunition.
being able to bring oft all of my wounded but it was so dark that the
ambulance corps were unable to find them.
Into the engagement I carried 80 muskets, of which number 40 were
either killed or wounded and 5 missing.
I am indebted to Captain McPhail for gallant services on this occasion, who, although severely bruised by a shell, remained on the ground,
encouraging the men, until the engagement ceased. Sergeant Tucker, of
Company K, and Sergeant Kewton, of Company E, are deserving of
honorable mention for their bravery.
In conclusion, I beg leave to report that the enemy ceased their firing
before we did, and failed to make any advance on our position.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
fields

;

WM.

-

D.

STUAET,

Colonel Fifty -sixth Virginia Begiment.
Brig. Gen. E. B.

Garnett.
Ko. 240.

Report of Capt. John B. McBhail^ Fifty -sixth Virgmia Infantry^ of the
battle of Sharpshurg.

Camp near Winchester,

Va.,

October 26, 1862.
Sir I have the honor to submit the following report of the part the
Fifty-sixth Virginia Eegiment acted in the late battle near Sharps:

burg, Md.:
In consequence of the severe illness of Col. William D. Stuart, the
command of this regiment devolved upon me at the close of the second
day’s fight.

On the morning of the 17th, the regiment was marched in your brigade to the support of the Washington Artillery. In this position it
remained the greater part of the day, exposed to an enfilading and
In the afternoon, in obedience to
rarely well-directed artillery fire.
orders, my regiment was deployed as skirmishers, to engage those of
the enemy that were firing upon the gunners at our batteries. So soon
as my skirmishers reached the position assigned them, they became
hotly engaged with the skirmishers of the enemy, advancing a little in
front of their line of battle. My men, exposed to a heavy musketry and
terrific artillery fire, held their position tor something less than an hour,
when your other regiments were brought into action. My skirmishers
were then rallied ui)on the left of your brigade, and fought with unflinching courage until the brigade was withdrawn.

;
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Though the regiment had been reduced to a handful in numbers, I am
gratified to report that the casualties amounted to only 8 men wounded
only 40 were carried into action.
In recalling instances of individual courage, I cannot omit reporting
the names of Lieut. F. W. Nelson, commanding Company
Lieut.
;
John W. Jones, commanding Company B, and Lieut. Matthew Brown,

A

commanding Company D.

All three of these officers acted with con-

spicuous gallantry.

Very

respectfully submitted.

JOHN B. McPHAIL,
Captain^

Commanding

Fifty-sixth Virginia Regiment.

General E. B. Garnett,

Commanding

FicJcetfs Brigade.

No. 241.
Col. Montgomery Jj. Corse^ Seventeenth Virginia Infantry.,
Kemper’’ s brigade. Jones’ division, of the battles of Boonsborouqh and

Report of

Sharpsburg.

BATTLE OF BOONSBOROUOH.

My regiment was placed in line of battle about 4 p. m., in a field to
the right of the road leading to the summit of the mountain and to the
left of Crampton’s Gap.
In the act of taking that position the regiment
was subjected to a very fierce shelling from a battery of the enemy about
GOO or 800 yards on our right, which enfiladed our line. Fortunately,
however, we suftered very little loss from that, having but 2 men slightly
wounded. I moved the regiment forward about 100 yards, by your orders,
toward a woods in our front, and ordered Lieutenant [F. W.] Lehew,
with his company, to deploy forward as skirmishers into the woods and
to engage the enemy, which were supposed to be there. Very soon I
heard shots from our skirmishers. Your aide. Captain Beckham, at this
time delivered me an order to move my regiment by the left flank and
to connect my line with the Eleventh, occupying a corn-field, which
order was obeyed, when Colonel Stuart^s regiment (Fifty-sixth Virginia),
of Pickett’s brigade, joined my right. Immediately the brigade on our
right became hotly engaged.
e reserved our fire, no enemy appearing
in our front. After the fire had continued about fifteen minutes. Colonel
Stuart reported to me that the troops on his right had fallen back. I
observed that they had abandoned the left of the Eleventh. I communicated my intention to Colonel Stuart and Major Clement, of the Eleventh, to fall back about 10 or 15 steps behind a fence, which was simulheld this
taneously done by the three regiments in good order.
position until long after dark, under a severe fire of musketry obliquely
on our right flank and in front, until nearly every cartridge was exhausted.
Shortly after the enemy had ceased firing (about 7.30 p. m.), I received
your order to withdraw my regiment, which was done in good order,
and halted to rest on the Boonsborough and Fredericktown road, with
the other regiments of your brigade.
In this engagement I was particularly struck with the determined
courage of officers and men. Tffiey held their ground manfully against
a largely superior number, as far as I could judge from the heavy fire
of the enemj^ upon our right and front.

W

We
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Tliose wbo deserve particular mention for distinguished gallantry and
Lieut. Thomas Perry,
activity were Oapt. J. T. Burke, of Company
;

D

A

Lieutenant [S. S.] Turner, of Company B, and Lieutenof Company
ants Athey and [F. B.] Littleton, of Company C; and Color-Corporals
Murphy and W. Harper, of Company" E, won my highest admiration for
their cool bravery.
;

BATTLE OF SHARFSBURG.
About 4 X). m. the enemy was reported to be advancing. We moved
forward with the First and Eleventh Kegiments (the Seventh and Twenty-fourth being detached to operate on some other jiart of the field) of
the brigade to the top of the hill to a fence, and immediately engaged
the enemy at a distance of 50 or 60 yards, at the same time under lire
from their batteries on the hills beyond. My regiment, being the extreme right on the line there engaging the enemy, came directly opposite the colors of the regiment to which it was oi^posed, consequently
being overlai)ped by them, as far as I could judge, at least 100 yards.
Kegardless of the great odds against them, the men courageously stood
their ground until, overwhelmed by sux^erior numbers, they were forced
to retire.
I have to state here, general, that we put into the fight but 46 enOut of this number, 7 officers and 24 men were
listed men and 9 officers.
killed and wounded and 10 taken prisoners.
It was here that Cax^t. J. T. Burke and Lieutenant Littleton fell
two
of the bravest and most valuable officers of my command. Color- CorX)oral Harper also fell, fighting heroically, at his post. These brave men,
I think, deserve i^articnlar mention.
I received a wound in the foot, which prevented me from retiring with
our line, and was left in the hands of the enemy for a short time, but
was soon rescued by General Toombs’ brigade and a portion of yours,
which drove the enemy back beyond the line we had occupied in the

—

morning.
I saw Major Herbert come up with a x)ortion of the men of the First,
Eleventh, and Seventeenth Eegiments of your brigade, on the left of
General Toombs’ line, cheering the men on with his accustomed cool

and determined

valor.

W. W.

Athey, Company C, captured a regimental color of the
One hundred and third New York Eegiment, presented to them by the
city council of New York City, which I herewith forward to you.
My wound being painful, I rode to the surgeon to have it examined,
leaving the command to Major Herbert.
Lieut.

No. 242.
Reports of Col. Joseph Walher^ Palmetto Sharpshooters commanding JenIans’’ brigade^ of operations September 14-19.

Headquarters Jenkins’ Brigade,
Camp

near Winchester., Fa., October 24, 1862.
Sir: The division of General D. E. Jones, having, by a forced march
from I lagerstown, reached Boonsborough, Md.,near the South Mountain,
about 4 o’clock Sunday evening,. Seiitember 14, was immediately thrown
forward to the supxiort of the trooxis engaged with the enemy on the

:
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mountain. Passing through Boonsborough and crossing a branch, this
brigade, in conjunction with General Garnett’s, marched by the right
flank to a church some mile and a half to the right and south of the
turnpike, and then filed off to the left about 1 mile to the foot of the
mountain. About the time we reached that position, the firing having
pretty well ceased, the two brigades about-faced, marched back within
a half mile of the turnpike, and filed off to the right and formed in line of
battle midway up the mountain, with General Garnett’s brigade on my
left.
Having thrown out skirmishers preparatory to an advance, I was
ordered by General Jones to move the brigade along the mountain to
the White House Hotel, on the turnpike at the summit of the pass.
Ulion reaching the hotel, I posted the brigade a little in advance of it
and to the left of the turnpike. Some ten minutes afterward, by order
of General Jones, I moved the brigade farther up the mountain and
obliquely to the right, in the direction of Middleburg [Middletown], and
formed it into line of battle at the foot of the hill, where a fierce fight
was raging. The First Eegiment South Carolina Volunteers (Lieut.
Col. H. Livingston), the Sixth Eegiment South Carolina Volunteers
(Lieut. Col. J. M. Steedman), and the Fifth Eegiment South Carolina
Volunteers (Capt. T. C. Beckham, commanding), were advanced some
200 yards to the front behind a stone fence, where they engaged in a
desultory fire with the enemy until dark, when the brigade was withdrawn to the hotel. Ordered by General Jones to cover the withdrawal
of the froops from this portion of the field, I advanced the Second Eifle
Eegiment South Carolina Volunteers some distance down the turnpike
toward Middleburg [Middletown], and threw out a heavy force of skirmishers. This position was held by the brigade until about 4 a. m. September 15, when it was relieved by the cavalry brigade of General Fitzhugh Lee, and rejoined the command of General Jones at Sharpsburg.
In this action the loss of the brigade was as follows

Command.

Wounded.

Killed.

Palmetto Sharpshooters
1st Regiment South Carolina Volunteers
2d Regiment Rifles South Oarolioa Volirnteers
.%h Regiment South Carolina Vohinteors
6th Regiment South Carolina Volunteers

t

:

1

2
15
1

6
2

5

3

29

4th Battalion

Total

Although but partially engaged, I commend the conduct of the ofiiand privates of the brigade, with but one exception, which is as
mortifying to the feelings of a Carolinian as it is unworthy of the flag
they bear and the cause which they represent. Lieutenant-Colonel
Livingston, of the First Eegiment South Carolina Volunteers, reports
cers

that

Company

A did not enter the fight,

shamefully deserting the regi-

ment while marching through the gap. Why charges have not been
preferred against officers and privates for cowardice has not been explained.

Very

respectfully,

your obedient servant,

JOSEPH WALKEE,
Colonel^

Col.

Eobt. Johnston.

Commanding

Jenkins’ Brigade.
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Headquarters Jenkins’ Brigade,
Camp near

,

Winchester, Ya., October 24, 1862.

By

a rapid march from Boonshorough, this brigade reached
Sharpsburg, Md., about 11 a. m. on September 15, and took position in
line of battle on an eminence in front of the town and to the right of the,
turopike. By order of G eneral Jones, it moved late in the evening across
a ravine to the right, with Kemper’s, Garnett’s, and Drayton’s brigades,
where it remained under a heavy fire of shot and shell until 3 o’clock
in the evening of the 17th, when it moved back, by order of General
Jones, and occupied its first position in support of [G. Y.] Moody’s
battery and a company of the Washington Artillery (Captain [0. W.]
Here the brigade endured a terrific fire
Squires’), both from Louisiana.
of shot and shell for some half hour, when, the ammunition of the artillery having been exhausted, it advanced some 400 yards to an apple
orchard, under a heavy fire of artillery and small-arms. Perceiving the
enemy in force in several positions, from any of which we were assailable, I threw out the First, Fifth, and Sixth Kegiments South Carolina
Volunteers to oppose him on the left, and the Palmetto Sharpshooters
and the Second Eegiment Eifles South Carolina Volunteers to meet him
in the center and on the right.
From this position we continued to
pour a destructive fire into the ranks of the enemy, at short range, until
he recoiled and retreated out of sight among the timber on Antietam
Creek.
At this juncture, perceiving that the enemy had advanced three heavy
columns some 400 yards in rear of the brigade and to the right across
a ravine leading uj) from the creek, and was steadily driving back the
brigades of Generals Kemper and Drayton, I moved this brigade into
line parallel with the turnpike and ravine and near to the latter, and
opened a destructive enfilade fire upon the enemy, which assisted materially in driving back his columns.
Changing the front of the brigade*
again toward Antietam Creek, and at right angles to the turnpike and
ravine, I threw forward a line of skirmish^ers to a fence near to the timber on the creek, and bivouacked for the night. This position the brigade, alone and unsupported, held during the 18th, burying the dead
and caring for the wounded, the skirmishers the meanwhile keeping up
a brisk fire upon the enemy.
Just after dark on the 18th I received orders from General D. E. Jones
to cover the retreat of his division.
Strengthening my line of pickets,
and extending it farther to the right and left, I held the position until
nearly daylight on the morning of September 19, when I was relieved
by the cavalry brigade of General Fitzhugh Lee, and withdrew the brigade across the Potomac, effecting the passage a little after sunrise, in

Sir

:

perfect safety.
The loss of the brigade in killed and wounded was heavy, in view of
the number carried into action, and was as follows
:

ri
<u

Command.

0
Palmetto Shaimshooters
1st Jle<tiinent South Carolina Volunteers
Kegiineiit Pifles South Carolina Volunteers
f)th llef^imeut South Carolina Volunteers
Gth Ilcpiment South Carolina Volunteers
4th Battalion South Carolina Volunteers
2<l

Total

4

57
36
17
27
47

26

184

8
4
4
6
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In this action Captains [J. E.] Lee and [N. W.] Harbin, of the Palmetto Sharpshooters, were killed. They were brave and promising
officers.
Lieutenant-Colonel Livingston, of the First Regiment; Captain [E. B.] Cantey, commanding Sixth Regiment; Lieutenant [J. C.]
McFadden, of the Sixth, and Lieuts. W. NT. Major and H. H. Thomson,
of the Palmetto Sharpshooters, were seriously wounded.
I commend to your favorable notice Captains Squires and Moody,
who handled their gnus with a skill, daring, and endurance seldom
equaled and never surpassed.
The officers and men of the several regiments are worthy of the highest
praise for their coolness and daring in battle and their patient endurance
of hunger and fatigue. I regret, however, to be called upon again to
refer to the conduct of a large portion of the officers and privates of the
First Regiment South Carolina Volunteers in this battle in terms of
censure. The commanding officer reports that the regiment entered the
fight with 106 men, rank and file, lost 40 men killed and wounded, and
at the close of the day but 15 enlisted men and 1 commissioned officer
answered to their names. Such officers are a disgrace to the service
and unworthy to wear a sword, for I must believe that their desertions
of their companies alone induced such conduct upon the part of their
privates. If such conduct is not checked by exemplary punishment
the efficiency of the regiment will be destroyed.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOSEPH WALKER,
Colonel

J

Commanding

Jenkins^ Brigade.

Robt. Johnston.

Col.

Ko. 243.
Report of

Col.

George T. Anderson^ Eleventh Georgia Infantry^ commanding brigade^ of operations September 2-17.

Hdqrs. Anderson^s Brioade, D. R. Jones’ Division,
September 30, 1862.

have the honor to forward a report of the action of my brigade
in the affairs at Rappahannock, August 23; Thoroughfare Gap, August
28 Manassas, August 30 Turner’s Gap, Md., September 14 and Sharpsburg, September 17, with the lists of casualties in each engagement
Sir

:

I

*******
;

;

;

In the engagement at Turner’s Gap, near Boonsborough, Md., my brigade, in conjunction with General Drayton’s, was ordered forward to
report to Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill. I found General Hill at the Mountain
House, and he conducted us in person to the right of our line, and, after
giving the necessary orders, left for other parts of the field. BrigadierGeneral Ripley, the next senior officer, was then left in command of the
four brigades, viz. Brig. Gen. G. B. Anderson’s, his own, my brigade,
and General Drayton’s, in line from right to left as enumerated. Before
Drayton had formed his line. General Ripley ordered the whole line to
move by the right flank, and about this time the enemy opened a heavy
fire on Drayton.
I had, by moving to the right under General Ripley’s
order, become separated at least 300 yards from General Drayton’s
right, when General R[ipley] came by and ordered me to move by the
*

Portion here omitted is printed in Series I, Vol. XII, Part II, pp. 593-595.
of casualties for September 14 and 17 are embodied in No. 205.

lists
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left

flank iuto

tlie

wood,

wliicli I did.

My

909

skirmisliers

(tlie ri^dit

wing

of the Georgia Eegulars, Captain [R. A.] Wayne commanding),
having the command to change direction, had continued moving by
Having moved some distance over
flank, and uncovered my front.
mountain side, I halted, and sent forward to find Captain Wayne,
could not for the reason above given, and, finding that the fire of

not
the
the
but
the

enemy was more to my left than front, I changed front forward on the
left, and had the left wing of the Georgia Regulars, under direction of
Colonel [William J.] Magill, deployed as skirmishers and as I was in
;

the act of advancing to find the enemy, Lieutenant Shellman, adjutant
Eighth Georgia Regiment, reported the enemy as having turned Drayfew of them were
ton’s right flank, and being on our left and rear.
taken prisoners, and several of Drayton’s men, who had been captured,
To prevent the enemy from cutting off my small brigade,
released.
being at the time alone (General Ripley’s brigade, on my right, being
several hundred yards away, as I found by sending Captain [J. G.j
Montgomery, First Georgia Regulars, to report for orders, who reported
him at least one-quarter of ^ mile from my right, after a long search),
I ordered my brigade to move by the left flank and recross the road,
in our original rear, and there reformed my line of battle, and was advancing to find the right of Drayton’s brigade when Captain [H. D. D.J
Twiggs and Lieutenant [G. B.] Lamar [jr.]. First Georgia Regulars, in
charge of skirmishers, called my attention to the fact that the enemy
were crossing the road in considerable force on my left flank. Seeing
this myself, and to preA^ent my left from being turned, I moved by the
left diagonally to the rear to intercept them, and at this time found
General Hood’s two brigades coming up to support that part of the line.
He engaged the enemy and drove him back. Rot knowing where to
find General Ripley or General Drayton, I reported to General Hood for
instructions, and was requested by him to hold my i)osition to protect
his left flank, and remained there until drawn off the field after night.
In consequence of being separated from Drayton’s right by the order
of General Ripley, and having to recross the road to avoid being surrounded, my men were not engaged in the fight, except the first line of
skirmishers, under Captain Wayne. For casualties see accompanying

A

lists.*

Falling back from this place, I was ordered to report to Brigadier-GenHood, commanding the rear guard, and remained with him until
our arrival at Sharpsburg. I was ordered into position in rear of the
Washington Artillery, and remained .there except about three hours,
being moved to the opposite side of the road for that length of time
until the morning of the 17th.
About 7.30 a. m., the 17th, I was ordered to the left to support GenWithout a guide or directions how to find him, I moved off,
eral Hood.
and directed my course b}^ the sound of the musketry, and succeeded
in finding General Hood, who pointed out the position he wished me to
(Xicupy. 1 remained in this position but a few moments (other troops
he moved in front of me), and moved by the left flank some 200 yards,
and engaged the enemy and drove them for about half a mile, my men
and officers behaving in the most gallant manner. By this time the
enemy had disappeared from before us, and while I was at a different
part of the line some mounted officer (unknown) reported the enemy
turning our right flank, and ordered the men to fall back, and some confusion was created, but 1 soon reformed the line and moved to the right.

eral

—

*

Embodied in No.

205.

•
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From this point

I was ordered to the
General Longstreet, and moved to
that place, taking position behind the stone fence a large number of
the enemy in front of us in a corn-field. In a short time the enemy
opened an enfilade fire on my position with long-range artillery, and I
was forced to change, moving down the road toward Sharpsburg under
the crest of the hill. At this point I found a 6-pounder gun, and, getting
a few men to assist in placing it in position, a lieutenant of infantry,
whose name or regiment I do not know, served it most beautifully until
the ammunition was exhausted. Parts of several brigades by this time
had been collected at this point, and, by direction of General D. H. Hill,
were formed in line perpendicularly to and on the right of the road near
the position occupied by Eodes’ brigade early in the morning. This was
about 2 or 3 p. m. Placing me in command. General Hill ordered me
to occupy the crest of a hill to my right and rear. I moved to the position and sent forward skirmishers, but failed to find the enemy ; and the
enemy opening a cross-fire of artillery from the left on us, I moved back
to the other position, which was approved by General Hill, who, riding
forward to the crest of the hill in our front, called my attention to a line
of the enemy advancing apparently to attack us. Suffering them to
come near us, I ordered my command to charge them, which they did

near the

first

position I

Hagerstown road by a

staff officer of

—

splendid style and good order, killing and wounding many of the
enemy, taking several prisoners, and routing the remainder. We could
not pursue them as far as I wished, because of the severe fire of artillery
directed against us from long-range guns that we could not reach.
In this charge parts of Wilcoxes, Featherstoffs, and PryoPs brigades
participated with mine, and I am proud to say all officers and men
behaved admirably.
The Eleventh Georgia Eegiment, Major Little commanding, had been
detached at Hagerstown on the 14th by order of Brig. Gen. B. E. Jones,commanding division, and did not join me until the 18th. Major Little,
with five companies, reached Sharpsburg the morning of the 17th, and
participated in the fight on our right, under command of BrigadierGeneral Toombs. General B. E. Jones speaks in high terms of their
good conduct. I forward Major Little’s report, leaving it to the officers
under whose command he fought to do him and his men justice.
in

The battery attached to my brigade (the Wise Artillery, Capt. J. S.
Brown commanding) was not with me, nor have I received any report
from it. Captain Brown was severely wounded by a musket-ball passing entirely through his foot.
I can but say that in each of these engagements all the officers and
men, with a few exceptions, of the brigade have behaved in the most
gallant manner, nearly the whole of each action being conducted under

my own

eye.

know

of no particular cases of individual bravery, and can make no
discriminations where all did so well, it appearing to be the determination of every one to do his whole duty, as the lists of casualties
accompanying this report will testify, showing a loss of 894 killed,
wounded, and missing out of about 2,200 with which I reached GorI

don sville.
I must express my many obligations to Lieut. H. B. McBaniel, Eleventh Georgia Eegiment, acting assistant adjutant- general during the
sickness of Lieutenant Hardwick, for his universal good conduct and
gallantry. He was relieved by Lieutenant Hfardwick] on August 28,
Lieutenant McB[aniell having been appointed assistant quartermaster
Lieutenant Hardwick being wounded August 30 at
to his regiment.

:
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Chinn’s house, Lieutenant Blackwell, Eighth Georgia Kegiment, has
the position of acting assistant adjutant- general very much to my
satisfaction, and I have found him at all times prompt and faithful in
the discharge of his duties.
I am also under many obligations to Oapt. Thomas G. Jackson, volunteer aide and acting ordnance officer of the brigade, for his good conduct and ability in the discharge of his duties and also to Oapt. Fred.
West, volunteer aide, who has been with me since the affair at Thoroughfare Gap, and has nobly and faithfully done his duty.
Many thanks are due to Captain [E. K.J Holliday, assistant quartermaster of the Seventh Georgia Eegiment, for invaluable services rendered on the banks of the Eappahannock in the capacity as volunteer
filled

;

aide.
I must also express

my obligations to Lieutenant Tennille, Mnth
Georgia Eegiment, who aided me and bore himself gallantly under the
murderous fire at Manassas, after Lieutenant Hardwick, acting assistant adjutant-general, was w^ounded.
I am, sir, your obedient servant,
GEO.
Colonel Eleventh Georgia Volunteers^

T.

ANDEESON,

Commanding Brigade.

Maj. A. Coward,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 244.
Report of Maj. F. H.

Little^

Eleventh Georgia Eifantry^ of the battle of
Sharpshurg.

Camp near Winchester,

Ya.,

October

7,

18G2.

Sir In relation to the part taken by my regiment in the battle
of Sharpsburg, September 17, I have the honor to report as follows,
:

to wit

On the night of September 16, 1 received at Shepherdstowm an order
from Major-General Longstreet, requiring me to join immediately my
brigade with my regiment, the left wdng of my regiment being at that
time at Martinsburg, having been detailed as a guard for General D. H.
Hill’s commissary train, under command of Capt. John W. Stokes, senior
captain of said wing. Having received a note from Captain Stokes to
the efiect that he had seen General Longstreet’s order, I remained at
Shepherdstown, on the bank of the Potomac, hourly expecting him to
At 8 o’clock. Captain Stokes failing to arrive, and, as I have
arrive.
since learned, having been detained by order of provost marshal at
Martinsburg, I crossed the river with the right wing, and proceeded with
all possible expedition to Sharpsburg, in quest of the brigade to wffiich
my regiment belonged. On arriving at Sharpsburg, I w\as met by Captain Latrobe, aide to General Jones, commander of the division to Avhich
my brigade belonged,- and received orders from him to move out to the
right, stating that he w'ould soon meet me and guide me to the position
it was desired for me to occupy.
Shortly after this. Major Coward, also
one of General Jones’ aides, conducted me to a strong imsition behind a
stone fence, immediately on the right of the i)osition occupied by a portion of General Toombs’ brigade.
Here I was idaced under the com-
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mand

of General Toombs. Skirmishers were sent out, and brisk firing
soon commenced on our right. Our skirmishers were run in the enemy’s skirmishers advanced to within about 125 yards of us a full line
of battle was drawn up in their rear. We quietly awaited their advance,
but the efforts of their officers to move them forward were unavailing.
We did not fire upon them until they began to fall back, and then a
I)ortion of the men fired with great coolness and precision, evidently
doing execution. About 4 o’clock we were relieved by troops from General A. P. Hill’s division, and moved, under command of General Toombs,
back in the direction of Sharpsburg, my regiment being in front. Heavy
firing was heard just ahead of us, and very soon we were met by one of
e moved up in double-quick,
General Toombs’ aides, urging us forward.
fronted the enemy, who were moving forward in handsome style without
opposition, our opposing troops having retired. Our arrival was just
in time to save one of our batteries, name not known. We immediately
opened upon them a well-directed fire, which the enemy stoutly resisted
General Toombs immediately gave
for awhile, but soon broke and fled.
the order to charge, which the men, with loud and long-continued cheers,
as promptly obeyed, continuing the chase until ordered by General
j

;

W

Toombs

to halt.
I carried into this action about 140 men ; had 10 wounded, none killed.
The action closed a little after nightfall, when, by order of General
Toombs, we were removed from the field for the night. The next morning there was brisk picket firing, but the enemy refused to renew the
contest.
In this action both officers and men under
command acted with
the most commendable courage and coolness, inflicting severe injury upon-

my

the enemy.
liespectfully submitted.

F. H. LITTLE,
Major Commanding Eleventh Regiment Georgia Volunteers.
j

George

T. Anderson,
Commanding Third Brigade.

Col.

No. 245.
Report of Brig. Gen. John G. Walher, C. S. Army., eommanding
of operations September 9-19.

Headquarters Walker’s

division.,

Division,

Gamp near Winehester., Va.., Oetober 7, 1862.
Sir I have the honor to make the following report of the operations
of the division under my command in the reduction of Harper’s Ferry
:

:

On September

9 I was instructed by General Lee to proceed from
Monocacy Junction, near Frederick, Md., to the mouth of the Monocacy,
and destroy the aqueduct of the Chesapeake andOhio Canal. Wearrived
at the aqueduct about 11 p. m., and found it occupied by the enemy’s
pickets, Avhose fire, as they fled, severely wounded Captain fG. T.] Duffy,
of the Twenty-fourth North Carolina Troops, of Brigadier- General Eansom’s brigade. Working parties were at once detailed, and set to work
to drill holes for blowing up the arches, but, after several hours of labor,
it was apparent that, owing to the insufficiency of our tools and the extraordinary solidity and massiveness of the masonry, the work we had
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undertaken was one of days instead of hours. The movement of our
main army from Frederick" toward Hagerstown, which I had been officially informed would take place on the 10th, would leave my small
division in the immediate presence of a very strong force of the enemy,
and, while it would be engaged in destroying the aqueduct, in a most
exposed and dangerous position. I therefore determined to rejoin General Lee by way of Jefferson and Middletown, as previously instructed
by him. Before marching, however, I received instructions to cross the
Potomac at Cheek’s Ford and proceed toward Harper’s Ferry, and cooperate with Major-Generals Jackson and McLaws in the capture of the
Federal forces at that point.
Early on the morning of the lOth the aqueduct over the Monocacy
was occupied by a large force of the enemy, with their artillery commanding the aqueduct and its approaches, as well as Cheek’s Ford. I
then determined to cross at the Point of Eocks, which I effected during
the night of the 10th and by daylight on the 11th, but with much difficulty, owing to the destruction of the bridge over the canal and the
steepness of the banks of the Potomac. My men being much worn down
by two days’ and nights’ marching, almost without sleep or rest, we
remained in camp during the 11th, and proceeded the next day toward
Harper’s Ferry, encamping at Hillsborough.
On the morning of the 13th we reached the foot of the Blue Eidge,
opposite the Loudoun Heights, which I was instructed to occupy. From
such reconnaissance as could be made from below, it seemed certain that
Loudoun Heights were unoccupied by the enemy. To ascertain if such
was the case, I detached Col. John E. Cooke, with his regiment (the
Twenty-seventh North Carolina), and the Thirtieth Virginia Volunteers,
who took possession of the heights without opposition and held them
during the night.
In the mean time the enemy was being attacked on the Maryland
Heights by the forces under Major-General McLaws, and in the afternoon it became apparent that our forces had possession of the summit,
which commands Harper’s Ferry as well as Loudoun Heights.
That night and the next, the entire division, except that portion of it
occupying Loudoun Heights, was placed in a strong position to prevent
the escape of the enemy down the right bank of the Potomac.
At daylight on the 14th, I sent Captain French, with three Parrott guns
and two rifle pieces of [J. E.] Branch’s battery, under Lieutenant [M. A.]
Martin, to Loudoun Heights, where I immediately proceeded and placed
them in position. 1 informed Major-General Jackson of this, by signal, and
awaited his instructions. In the mean time we had attracted the notice
of the enemy, who opened their batteries upon us, and it became necessary either to reply or withdraw our pieces. About 1 p. m. I therefore gave orders to open tire upon the enemy’s batteries and the troops
upon Bolivar Heights, beyond Harper’s Ferry. Our guns were served
admirably and with great rapidity, and in two hours we had silenced
an eight-gun battery near the Barbour House, except one gun, which
was so close under the mountain that we could not see it. What other
effect our fire had we could not tell, but it evidently produced great
consternation and commotion among the enemy’s trooi)s, especially the
cavalry.

During the engagement, one of the enemy’s caissons was blown up by
a well-directed shot from French’s battery. On our side, we lost Lieutenant [Patton] Eobertson, of French’s battery, killed
Major [F. L.]
Wiatt, Forty-eighth North Carolina Troops, and two privates, of French’s
battery, wounded. Our guns and horses sustained no injury.
58 R R YOL XIX, PT I
;

—
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Owing to a heavy mist, which concealed Harper’s Ferry from view,
we did not open onr fire until atler 8 o’clock in the morning of the 15th,
the enemy replying very feebly at first, and, finally, about 9 o’clock,
ceased firing altogether.

About 9.30 o’clock we observed a white flag displayed from a large
brick building in the upper town, when our batteries immediately ceased
their fire, although I was not satisfied that it indicated a capitulation.
It soon became apparent that such was the case, and after a short time
we had the extreme satisfaction to see the head of Maj. Gen. A. P. Hill’s
column approaching the town along the Charlestown turnpike.
My division that evening crossed the Blue Eidge and the Shenandoah
Eiver, and by daylight on the 16th reached Shepherdstown, and early
in the day crossed the Potomac and reported to General Lee near Sharpsburg. Met.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. G. WALKER,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.
Maj. E. F. Paxton,
Asst. Adjt. and Insp. Gen., Jaclcsonh Corps, Army of N. Ya.

Headquarters Walker’s Division,
Camp near Winchester, Ya., October 14, 1862.
Major: I have the honor to make the following report of the part
borne by the division under my command in the battle of Sharpsburg,
Md., September

17, last:

The division, composed of Ransom’s and Walker’s brigades (the latter
commanded by Col. Yan H. Manning, to which was attached French’s
and Branch’s light batteries), after participating in the capture of the
Federal forces at Harper’s Ferry, crossed the Blue Ridge, the Shenandoah, and the Potomac, the latter at Shepherdstown, and reached the
neighborhood of Sharpsburg, Md., on the 16th ultimo, where I reported
to General Lee.
In accordance with his instructions, at daylight the next morning I
placed the division on the extreme right of our position and about 1^
miles south of Sharpsburg, my line of battle extending from a wood on
the right to a group of barns, stables, and outhouses on the left, in such
way as to cover the ford over the Antietam Creek and to be within supporting distance of the command of Brigadier-General Toombs, which
lay in front of the bridge across the same stream. My batteries were
placed on commanding heights in such way as to command the roads
leading from the east, while a battalion of sharpshooters was posted
along the wooded banks of the Antietam, to hold the enemy in check
should he attempt to cross the stream at that point. While we were in
this position, the enemy made no attempt to cross the stream, and the
only evidence of his being in our front was his artillery fire at long range
and the reply of General Toombs’ batteries, about half a mile to ray left.
Soon after 9 a. m., I received orders from General Lee, through Colonel
[A. L.] Long, of his staff, to hasten to the extreme left, to the support of
Major-General J ackson. Hastening forward, as rapidly as possible, along
the rear of our entire line of battle, we arrived, soon after 10 o’clock, near
the woods which the commands of Generals Hood and Early were struggling heroically to hold but gradually and sullenly yielding to the irresistible weight of overwhelming numbers.
Here we at once formed line
of battle, under a sharp artillery fire, and, leaving the Twenty-seventh
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Kortli Carolina and Third Arkansas Eegiments to hold the open space
between the woods and Longstreet’s left, the division, with Eansom’s
brigade on the left, advanced in splendid style, firing and cheering as
they went, and in a few minutes cleared the woods, strewing it with the

enemy’s dead and wounded. Colonel Manning, with the Forty-sixth
and Forty-eighth ^lorth Carolina and Thirtieth Virginia, not content
with the "possession of the woods, dashed forward in gallant style,
crossed the open fields beyond, driving the enemy before him like sheep,
until, arriving at a long line of strong post and rail fences, behind which
heavy masses of the enemy’s infantry were lying, their advance was
checked and it being impossible to climb over these fences under such
a fire, these regiments, after suffering a heavy loss, were compelled to
fall back to the woods, where the Forty-sixth and Forty-eighth Korth
Carolina Eegiments were quickly reformed, but the Thirtieth Virginia,
owing to some unaccountable misunderstanding of orders, except Captain [John M.] Hudgin’s company, went entirely off the field, and, as a
regiment, was not again engaged during the day. Captain [W. A.]
Smith, of my stafi', and myself succeeded in gathering up portions of it,
which, acting with the Forty-sixth Korth Carolina, afterward did good
;

service.

Just before the falling back of these regiments, the gallant Colonel
severely wounded and was compelled to leave the field,
relinquishing the command of the brigade to the next in rank. Col. E.
D. Hall, of the Forty-sixth Eorth Carolina Eegiment.
The Forty-eighth North Carolina Eegiment, Col. E. C. Hill commanding, after reforming, was sent by me, with French’s and Branch’s
light batteries, to re-enforce General Stuart, on the extreme left, who
was specially charged by General Jackson with the task of turning the
enemy’s right.
The falling back of a portion of Manning’s brigade enabled the enemy
to temporarily reoccupy the point of woods near the position assigned
to Colonel Cooke, commanding the Twenty-seventh North Carolina and
the Third Arkansas Eegiments, upon whom the enemy opened a galling
fire of musketry, which Avas replied to with spirit
but the enemy having the cover of the woods while Colonel Cooke’s command was on the
open ground, this officer very properly drew them back to a corn-field
and behind a rail fence, which gave them partial protection. From this
position they kept up an effective fire upon the enemy, driving his
artillerists from a battery they were attempting to get into position to
bear upon Colonel Cooke’s command. They afterward succeeded in
getting off with their guns, but abandoned two caissons filled with rifle
amm'unition, from Avhich Captain French that night replenished his exhausted limber-chests.
Early in the afternoon, Major-General Longstreet directed Colonel
Cooke, with his own regiment (Twenty-seventh North Carolina) and the
Third Arkansas, to charge the enemy, who was threatening his front,
as if to pass through the opening between the point of timber held by
Eansom’s brigade and Longstreet’s left. This order was promptly
obeyed in the face of such a fire as troops have seldom encountered
without running away, and with a steadiness and unfaltering gallantry
seldom equaled. Battery after battery, regiment after regiment opened
their fire upon them, hurling a torrent of missiles through their ranks,
but nothing could arrest their progress, and three times the enemy broke
and fled before their impetuous charge. Finally they reached the fatal
I)icket-fences before alluded to.
To climb over them, in the face of such
a force and under such a fire, would have been sheer madness to attempt,

Manning was

j
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aud their ammunition being now almost exhausted, Colonel Cooke, very
properly, gave the order to fall back, which was done in the most perfect
order, after which the regiments took up their former position, which
they continued to hold until night.
Ill the mean time Brigadier-General Ransom, whose brigade was farther on the left, having driven the enemy through and from the woods,
with heavy loss, continued, with his own brigade and Colonel Hall’s
(Forty-sixth Regiment North Carolina), to hold it for the greater portion of the day, notwithstanding three determined infantry attacks,
which each time were repulsed with great loss to the enemy, and against
a most persistent and terrific artillery fire, by which the enemy hoped,
doubtless, to drive us from our strong position— the very key of the
battle-field. His hopes, however, were not realized. True to their duty,
for eight hours our brave men lay upon the ground, taking advantage
of such undulations and shallow ravines as gave promise of partial
shelter, while this fearful storm raged a few feet above their heads,
tearing the trees asunder, lopping off huge branches, and filling the air
with shrieks and explosions, realizing to the fullest the fearful sublimity
of battle.
During this time, in the temporary absence of General Ransom from
his brigade to post the Twenty-fourth North Carolina, which had gone
too much to the left and beyond Barksdale’s brigade, the enemy made
a furious attack, with heavy masses of infantry, upon the position occupied by General Ransom. Colonel Ransom, of the Thirty-fifth North
Carolina, in temporary command of the brigade, not only repulsed the
enemy but pursued him across the field as far as the post-and-rail
fences, inflicting upon him so severe a punishment that no other attempt with infantry was made on the position during the day. While
I was with General Ransom’s command, about 4.30 o’clock in the afternoon, an order was brought from General Lon gstreet directing General
Ransom to advance and capture the enemy’s batteries in his 'front.
Having been previously instructed by General Jackson to hold my position in the woods until General Stuart could turn the enemy’s right
and then to advance, I directed General Ransom to delay the execution of General Longstreet’s order until 1 could see General Longstreet,
in person, and confer with him on the subject.
Upon my representations to him, he approved what I had done, and, while we were in conversation on the subject. General Jackson himself joined us, and informed us that General Stuart had made the attempt spoken of but
found it impracticable, as the enemy’s right was securely posted on the
Potomac and protected by heavy batteries of his reserve artillery. It
was then determined that the attempt to force the enemy’s right with
our fearfully thinned ranks and in the exhausted condition of our men
was an effort above our strength.
Toward 5 o’clock in the alternoon, 1 was directed by General Longstreet to move Ransom’s brigade toward the right to re-enforce our
center, where the enemy w’ere making demonstrations as if for an advance upon our position. No attack was, however, made, but the enemy’s artillery- continued to play upon the woods, upon our batteries,

and upon every ijosition along our line which they supposed to be occupied by our troops, our own batteries replying but slowly, for the want
Gradually, as night approached, this fire died away,
put an end to this long and bloody battle. My
division rested until next morning where night overtook them and upon
the line occupied by them during the day.
The conduct of the division was, generally, excellent, and, in some
of ammunition.

and darkness

finally
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instances, was brilliant in the extreme. I desire particularly to call
attention to the admirable conduct of the Twenty-seventh North
Carolina, commanded by Col. John E. Cooke, and the Third Arkansas
Yolunteers, commanded by its senior captain, John W. Eeedy.
The coolness and good conduct of Col. Van H. Manning, commanding
brigade, until wounded and carried from the field, is worthy of all praise.
Colonel Hail, of the Forty-sixth North Carolina Troops, who, as next in
rank, assumed command of the brigade, handled his regiment and the
other portions of the brigade falling under his command with skill and

judgment.

To Brigadier-General Eansom’s coolness, judgment, and skill we are in
a great degree indebted for the successful maintenance of our position
on the left, which, to have been permanently gained by the enemy,
would, in ail probability, have been to us the loss of the battle.
General Eansom speaks in high terms of the conduct of Colonel Ransom, of the Thirty-fifth North Carolina of Lieutenant-Colonel [S. C.J
Bryson, of the Twenty-fifth, and Adjutant [O. D.] Cooke, of the Twentyfourth North Carolina Regiments, and as having particularly distinguished themselves.
The light batteries of Captains French and Branch, the latter under
the command of Lieut. R. G. Pegram, at different times during the day
were engaged with the enemy and did good service especially French’s,
posted on the extreme left, and under the immediate orders of General
5

—

Stuart.

Capt. William A. Smith, my assistant adjutant- general, and Lieut.
A. Galt, aide-de-camp, were with me upon the field, and rendered me
valuable assistance in transmitting orders.
The division suffered heavily, particularly Manning’s command (Walker’s brigade), which at one time sustained almost the whole fire of the
enemy’s right wing. Going into the engagement, as it was necessary
for us to do, to support the sorely pressed divisions of Hood and Early,
it was, of course, impossible to make dispositions based upon a careful
reconnaissance of the localities. The post-and-rail fences stretching
across the fields lying between us and the enemy’s position, I regard as
the fatal obstacle to our complete success on the left, and success there
would, doubtless, have changed the fate of the day. Of the existence of
this obstacle none of my division had any previous knowledge, and we
learned it at the expense of many valuable lives.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J.

J.

G.

WALKER,

Brigadier- General^ Commanding.

Maj. G.

Moxley Sorrel,

Asst. Adjt. Gen.^ Right Wing.,

Army

Northern Virginia.

No. 246.
Report of

Col.

E. D. Hall, Forty-sixth North Carolina Infantry, of the
battle of Sharpsburg.

Headquarters Walker’s Brigade,
October

3,

1862.

have the honor herewith to submit a statement of the part
that the Forty-sixth Regiment North Carolina Troops was called upon
Sir

:

I

:
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engagement at Sharpsburg, Md., on September

Early on the morning of the 17th, the regiment, together with the rest
of the brigade, was placed in position on the extreme right, from which
position it was moved, about 9 o’clock, to re-enforce the center, which was
evidently hard pressed, the enemy gaining ground. I formed in line of
battle, under the direction of Colonel Manning, commanding brigade,
who placed the regiment on the left of the brigade.
advanced
through a corn-field into a heavy piece of woods, where the engagement
was raging furiously, the men going into the contest in the best of spirits.
Simultaneously with our entrance into the woods, the enemy commenced
falling back in disorder, and we passed through the woods without
seeing them. On arriving at the farther edge of the woods, I found the
enemy in heavy force on an elevation, distant about 200 yards, with a
battery of artillery in position on the crest of the hill. Between the
enemy and the woods were two heavy panel fences, running obliquely.
In face of such difQculties 1 thought it inexpedient to charge farther.
I therefore placed my regiment behind a breastwork of rails, which I
found just beyond the woods, in short range of the enemy, and commenced firing, my men being well protected. A short time after I had
commenced firing. Colonel Manning approached and informed me that
he was seriously wounded and would be compelled to retire from the
field, and, being next in rank to himself, the command of the brigade

We

would fall upon me.
Being so far on the

left, I had lost sight of the other regiments in the
brigade, except the Thirtieth Virginia and a imrtion of the Forty-eighth
North Carolina, who, in attempting to charge over the fences and up
the ascent, found themselves so massed up that they were compelled to
In this
lie down in the face of the enemy and under a withering fire.
position they suffered severely, and in a short time were compelled to
retire. Owing to the nature of the ground, their maneuvers were accompanied by some disorder. I saw no more of these regiments during the
day. All things considered, that portion of the Forty-eighth Regiment
and the Thirtieth Virginia behaved as well as any troops could Avho

in such an exposed and fatal position.
The Twenty-seventh North Carolina and the Third Arkansas were so
far to my right that I saw nothing of them during the day, but was informed by officers of other commands that their conduct (under Colonel
Cooke, of the Twenty-seventh) was beyond all praise. I saw nothing
of those regiments until the battle was over. One company from the
Thirtieth Virginia and one from the Third Arkansas, which had been

were

left

on picket duty on the right, connected themselves with

ment and throughout the day behaved handsomely.
The falling back of the Forty-eighth North Carolina and

my

regi-

Thirtieth
Virginia, on the immediate right of the Forty-sixth North Carolina, left
a wide gap open, which the enemy began at once to take advantage of
in order to re-enter the woods, though a galling fire was kept up by that
regiment on their advancing line until I deemed it unsafe for that one
regiment, unsupported, to remain in position while the enemy was massing upon its right and rear. The Forty-sixth, therefore, fell back, by my
instruction, in good order and without the loss of a single straggler. I
carried them out of the woods, and was met by General Jackson, who
ordered me to report to General McLaws. General McL[aws] ordered
me to endeavor to hold the woods at all hazards. I then advanced in
line of battle to the edge'of the woods, which by that time was filled
with the enemy, and placed the regiment behind a ledge of rocks, throw-

:
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A and the company from the Thirtieth Virginia, as
These were, shortly after, driven in. I then sent word to
General McLaws that if he would protect my left I would charge the
woods. A few minutes after, a brigade, which proved to be General
Barksdale’s, passed on to my left. As soon as it entered the woods, I
moved forward and came upon the right of General Hansom’s brigade,
which had been engaged and had succeeded in driving the enemy from
the woods. Having only my own regiment with me, I informed General
E[ansom] that I would connect myself with his command, to which he
ing out

Company

skirmishers.

We

then took up our position in line of battle, as
readily consented.
protected as the nature of the ground would allow, and remained
all day and night, the enemy evincing no desire to contest the woods
with us, but satisfied himself with openiug on us a very heavy fire of
Although our loss by
artillery, hoping by that means to drive us out.
this fire was considerable, we held the position until the cessation of the

much

battle.

From what I saw of the brigade and what I know of the Forty-sixth
Begiment and the two companies before mentioned, which were connected with it, I am sure their conduct will meet the approbation of the
general commanding. From the comparative security afforded by the
rail breastwork, the losses of the Forty-sixth were not [as great] as they
would otherwise have been.
The conduct of the officers and men of the Forty-sixth was all that
I could desire
and I must take the liberty of mentioning with commendation the conduct of Captain [H. R.j McKinney, of Company A he
behaved with great gallantry. Adjutant [E.] Mallett also performed his
;

;

duties with great ability.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. D. HALL,
Colonel^ Commanding WalJcer^s Brigade.
Capt. W. A. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Ko. 247.
Reports of Brig. Gen. Robert Ransom^ jr.., C. S. Army, commanding
gade, of the battle of Sharpsburg.

Headquarters Ransom’s Brigade,
Camp near Martinsburg, W. Va., September 22, 1862.
have the honor to make the following report of the part per-

Sir I
formed by
:

bri-

my

brigade in the battle near Sharpsburg, Md., on the 17th

instant

The regiments present were the Twenty-fourth, Twenty-fifth, Thirtyand Forty-ninth Korth Carolina troops, commanded, respectively,
by Lieutenant-Colonel [John L.] Harris, Colonel [H. M.] Rutledge,
Colonel [M. W.] Ransom, and Lieutenant-Colonel [L. M.j McAfee. The
fifth,

strength present was about 1,600 aggregate.
About 3 o’clock in the morning of the 17th instant, the brigade, followed by the other of the division, was moved to the extreme right of
the position occupied by our troops and posted upon some hills which commanded an open country. Here it remained in line until about 9 a. m.,
when an order from General Lee directed the division to the left, where
the enemy was pressing back our forces. From the first position the
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brigade moved, left in front, until we had passed the town of Sharpsburg
some half mile to the north, when it was formed into line by inversion,
bringing the Forty-ninth on the right. The line was formed under a
severe fire and in the presence of some of our troops who had been driven
back. As soon as formed, the whole brigade was pushed rapidly forward,
and, after passing some 200 yards, I received orders to form to the right
and resist the enemy, who were in possession of a piece of woods. The
chan-ge of direction was effected with three of the regiments the Fortyninth, Twenty-fifth, and Thirty-fifth but the Twenty-fourth, on the
extreme left, had come upon the enemy and opened fire, and continued
in the first direction upon the left of General Barksdale’s brigade. Upon
reaching the woods, we met parts of Hood’s and Early’s commands leaving them, and immediately encountered the enemy in strong force, flushed
with a temporary success. A tremendous fire was poured into them, and,
without a halt, the woods was cleared and the crest next the enemy occupied. At this time I determined to charge across a field in our front
and to a w^oods beyond, which was held by the enemy, but he again
approached, in force, to within 100 yards, when he was met by the same
crushing fire which had driven him first from the position. I now went
to recall the Twenty-fourth, which had passed on, and which had been
directed, as I afterward learned, by General Stuart, to occupy a position
near the extreme left, but, finding that it was so far away, returned.
During my absence, the enemy again attempted to force the position,
after subjecting us to a fearful storm of iron missile for thirty minutes.
Colonel Eansom, commanding during my absence, repulsed him signally,
and put an end to any further attempt, by infantry, to dislodge us. Immediately after this, fire from two large batteries was opened upon us
and continued with occasional intermissions until nightfall.
About noon. General Longstreet sent me word to take the battery in
our front, and the order to advance was given, when General McLaws
arrived and ordered me to postpone the attempt. Again, about 2 or 3
o’clock, I received instructions to advance and take the batteries.
Just
at this time the enemy was observed to have massed a strong force
about the batteries, and General Walker, having arrived, forbade the
movement until he could communicate with General Longstreet, in perShortly afterward, orders came to defer any attempt upon the
son.
enemy’s position until General Jackson should have attacked him upon
his right flank. This was not accomplished by General J[ackson], and
the effort to capture the two large batteries, which had almost incessantly played upon us for eight hours, was not made.
1 cannot too highly compliment the action of the men and officers for
their gallant behavior duriug the entire day. They formed, under a galling fire, and, in presence of our retiring troops, pressed forward and drove
back a far superior force, and, three times afterward, repulsed determined
attacks of the enemy and in'largely superior numbers to our own; but
the highest credit is due for the perfect staunchness exhibited duriug an
eight hours’ exiiosure to an unparalleled cannonade and within canister

—

—

range.
1

Avill

not close

my

report without bringing to the notice of the com-

manding general the conspicuous conduct of Colonel Eansom, of which
the general can learn more by inquiry of Colonels Hall and Jenkins,
Forty-sixth North Carolina. Major [J. A.] Flemming, too, of the Fortyninth, evinced a cool daring and soldierly presence of mind eminently
praiseworthy. Lieutenant and Adjutant Cooke, of the Twenty- fourth,
was foremost in leading his regiment while under my eye, and 1 have
had frequent occasions to observe qualities which mark him as second to
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Lieutenant-Colonel Bryson, of the

was cool and gallant. I cannot further particularize.
To the members of my staff I owe much for their prompt and untiring assistance Captain [Thomas] Eowland, assistant adjutant-generaij
Lieutenant [W. E.] Brodnax, aide-de-camp; Mr. Mason, volunteer aide,
and Lieutenants Ashe and Thorne, the last my ordnance officer, who were
ever in the right place. My orderlies (Privates Pierson and DeVane, of
the Twenty-fourth) acted with unwonted intelligence and gallantry
throughout the day in bearing messages under the hottest fire. The
latter had his horse shot.
Though not a part of my brigade, I cannot iiroperly close my report
without mentioning the Forty-sixth North Carolina Volunteers, Colonel
Hall commanding. About midday he reported to me, with his regiment,
and was at once ordered into position on my right, which was unflinchingly maintained throughout. The conduct of the regiment was all it
should have been, and the bearing of Colonel Hall and LieutenantColonel [W. A.] Jenkins reflects the highest credit upon themselves and
Twenty-fifth,

—

the service.
I

have the honor to

be, very respectfully,

EANSOM,

E.

Jr.,

Brigadier- General.

Capt.

W. A. Smith,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Eansom^s Brigade,
Camp near

Ilartinsburg, September 25, 1862.

have the honor to recommend that Lloyd’s battery (North Carolina) be disbanded, and for the following reasons Upon leaving Petersburg the battery was assigned to duty with my brigade. It consisted of
two smooth-bore 6-pounders and two 12-pounder howitzers. Although
it started with the wagon-train from Eichmond, it did not overtake the
command for a week after the train had arrived, and was then in so unservSir

:

I

:

iceable a condition as to be left at Leesburg. It, however, did get across
the Potomac into Maryland, but did not fire a gun and was not exposed
to fire, but succeeded in losing one gun and two caissons.
Branch’s battery is now attached to my brigade, and needs some 40
horses. I earnestly recommend that the men and horses of Lieutenant
Lloyd’s battery be transferred to Branch’s and French’s batteries. The
service will be benefited, and a considerable expense saved.
I have taken the responsibility of ordering the battery to the rear,
where it can get forage. Here it would be an incumbrance.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
• E.
Jr.,
Brigadier- General.
Col. E. H. Chilton.

EANSOM,

[Indorsements.]

Headquarters Walker’s

Division,

September 25, 1862.
Eespectfully forwarded, with the recommendation that Lloyd’s battery be disbanded and the horses be distributed amongst the other batteries of the division, which stand in much need of them.
J. G. WALKEE,
Brigadier- General,

Commanding

Division.
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Headquarters Eight Wing,
September 26, 1862.
Respectfully referred to Colonel Walton, chief of artillery, for inspection of this batteiy and report of same, with recommendation as to its
,

disposition.

By command

of Major-General Longstreet:

G.

MOXLEY SORREL,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Xo. 248.

Report of Brig. Gen. John B. Bood^ G. S. Anny, commanding division, of
the battles of Boonsborough and Sharpsburg.

Division Headquarters,
September

2'i',

1862.

I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of this division, composed of two brigades Fourth Alabama, Second and Eleventh Mississippi, and Sixth North Carolina, Col. E. M. Law
commanding ;
own brigade. First, Fourth, and Fifth Texas, Eighteenth Georgia, and Hampton Legion, and Reilly’s, Bachman’s, and Garden’s batteries, Maj. B. W. Frobel commanding in the engagements at

Sir

:

—

my

*****

—

Freeman’s Ford, on the Rappahannock River, August 22 plains of
Manassas, August 29 and 30 Boonsborough Gap, Md., September 14,
and Sharpsburg, Md., September 16 and 17.*
j

j

*

*

The next day [September 1], after burying the dead, the march was
continued [from vicinity of Sudley Ford, Ya.] to Sudley Ford, and from
thence to Hagerstown, Md., via Frederick City, crossing the Potomac
at White’s Ford, near Leesburg.
On the morning of September 14, we marched back to Boonsborough
Gap, a distance of some 13 miles. This division, arriving between 3 and
4 p. m., found the troops of General D. H. Hill engaged with a large
force of the enemy. By direction of the general commanding, I took up
my position immediately on the left of the pike. Soon, orders came to
change over to the right, as our troops on that side were giving way to
superior numbers. On the march to the right, I met General Drayton’s
brigade coming out, saying the enemy had succeeded in passing to their
I at once inclined more to the right over a very rugged country
rear.
and succeeded in getting in a position to receive the enemy. I at once
ordered the Texas Brigade, Col. W. T. Wofford commanding, and the
Third Brigade, Col. E. M. Law commanding, to move forward with bayonets fixed, which they did with theii^^usual gallantry, driving the enemy
and regaining all of our lost ground, when night came on and further
pursuit ceased. On this field, fell, mortally wounded, Lieut. Col. O. K.
McLemore, of the Fourth Alabama, a most efficient, gallant, and valuable officer.
Soon after night, orders were received to withdraw and for this division to constitute the rear guard of the army. The march was accordingly taken up in the direction of Sharpsburg. Arriving on the heights
across the Antietam River near the town, about 12 m. on the 15th instant, I was ordered to take position in line of battle on the right of the
road leading to Boonsborough, but soon received orders to move to the
*

Portions of rejDort bore omitted are printed in Series

I,

Vol. XII, Part

II,

pp. G04-606.
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extreme left, near Saint Mumma church*, on the Hagerstown pike, remainiug in this position, under fire of the shells from the enemy, until
nearly sunset on the evening of the 16th. The enemy, having crossed
higher up the Antietam, made an attack upon the left flank of our line
of battle, the troops of this division being the only forces, on our side,
engaged. We succeeded in checking and driving back the enemy a
short distance, when night came on, and soon the firing ceased. During
the engagement, the brave and efficient Col. P. F. Liddell, Eleventh
Mississippi, fell, mortally wounded. The officers and men of my command having been without food for three days, except a half ration of
beef for one day, and green corn, General Lawton, with two brigades,
was directed to take my position, to enable my men to cook.
On the morning of the 17th instant, about 3 o’clock, the firing commenced along the line occupied by General Lawton. At 6 o’clock I
received notice from him that he would require all the assistance I could
give him. A few minutes after, a member of his staff reported to me
that he was wounded and wished me to come forward as soon as possible.
Being in readiness, I at once marched out on the field in line of
battle and soon became engaged with an immense force of the enemy,
consisting of not less than two corps of their army. It was here that
I witnessed the most terrible clash of arms, by far, that has occurred
during the war. The two little giant brigades of this division wrestled
with this mighty force, losing hundreds of their gallant officers and men
but driving the enemy from his position and forcing him to abandon his
guns on our left. The battle raged with the greatest fury until about
9 o’clock, the enemy being driven from 400 to 500 yards. Fighting, as
we were, at right angles with the general line of battle, and General
Eipley’s brigade being the extreme left of General D. H. Hill’s forces
and continuing to hold their ground, caused the enemy to pour in a
heavy fire upon the rear and right flank of Colonel Law’s brigade, rendering it necessary to move the division to the left and rear into the
woods near the Saint Mumma church, which we continued to hold until
10 a. m., when General McLaws arrived with his command, which was
at once formed in line and moved forward, engaging the enemy. My

command was marched

to the rear, ammunition replenished, and returned at 12 m., taking position, by direction of the general commanding,
in rear of the church, with orders to hold it.
About 4 p. m., by order,
the division moved to the right, near the center, and remained there
until the night of the 18th instant, when orders were received to recross
the Potomac.
I would respectfully state that in the morning about 4 a. m. I sent
Major Blanton, aide-de-camp, to Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill to know if he
could furnish any troops to assist in holding the left of our position. He
replied that he could not and the major-general commanding is aware
of the number of messages received from me asking for re- enforcements,
which I felt were absolutely required after seeing the great strength ofthe enemy in my front, and I am thoroughly of the opinion had General
McLaws arrived by 8.30 a. m. our victory on the left would have been
as thorough, quick, and complete as upon the plains of Manassas on
j

August 30.
During the engagement. Major

J. H.JDingle, jr., of Hamilton’s Legion,
[
gallantly bearing the colors of his regiment Major [Matt.] Dale, First
Texas, and Major [T. S.] Evans, Eleventh Mississippi, fell, while leading
their brave comrades against ten times their numbers.
;

*

This

is

known

was donated by

S.

Mumma’s or the Dunker church.
Mumma.

as

The ground on which it stands
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M.] Stone, Lieutenant-Colonel [D. W.] Hiiuiplireys, and
A.] Blair, Second Mississippi; Lieutenant-Colonel |s. F.]
Butler, Eleventh Mississippi; Captain [L. H.] Scruggs, Fourth Alabama,
and Major [R. F.] Webb, Sixth North Carolina, also received severe

Colonel

Major

[J.

[J.

wounds.
Consihcuous were Colonels Law and Wofford, commanding brigades.
Lieutenant-Colonel Gary, commanding Hampton’s Legion Lieut. Col.
P. A. Work, commanding First Texas Lieut. Col. B. F. Carter, commanding Fourth Texas; Captain Turner, commanding Fifth Texas,
although not wounded, deserve great credit for their skillful management and coolness during the battle.
It is but justice to Col. J. C. G. Key, Fourth Texas, to state that he
was present at the battles of Boonsborough Gap and Sharpsburg, although unable to take command of his regiment, in consequence of a
severe wound received at the battle of Gaines’ Farm, June 27.
During this engagement and that of the battle of Manassas, Eeilly’s,
Bachman’s, and Garden’s batteries were admirably handled by the battery commanders; Maj. B. W. Frobel commanding, acting with great
coolness and judgment upon the held.
Too much cannot be said of the members of my staff, the chief, Maj.
W. H. Sellers, having his horse shot while ably directing the Texas
brigade at the battle of Manassas during the time of my being sent for
by the general commanding to receive additional orders. He has proven
himself competent to command a brigade under all circumstances. This
distinguished officer, together with my two aides (Maj. B. H. Blanton
and Lieut. James Hamilton), had their horses shot during the battle of
Sharpsburg while most gallantly pushing forward the troops and transmitting orders. Major Blanton, Lieutenant Hamilton, Lieut. Joseph
Phillips, C. S. Army, of General Magruder’s staff, and Capt. C. S. Mills,
assistant quartermaster First Texas Regiment, rendered most invaluable service during the battle of Manassas in bringing forward and
placing in position additional brigades upon the long to be remembered
heights around the Chinn House.
Lieut. D. L. Sublett, acting division ordnance officer, was prompt in
bringing forward ammunition, and otherwise efficiently performed the
duties pertaining to his department.
All praise is due Dr. [John T.] Darby, chief surgeon of this division,
for his untiring efforts and skillful manner in caring for the numerous
wounded.
Dr. [E. J.] Roach, senior surgeon Texas Brigade, and Dr. [H. H.]
Hubbard, senior surgeon Law’s brigade. Dr. Breckinridge, and all other
surgeons and assistant surgeons of this command, have my heartfelt
thanks for their able services.
I would be wrong in not acknowledging the valuable services rendered
during the several engagements, in transmitting orders, of the following
couriers of this command M. M. Templernan, T. W. C. Lake, J. P.
Mahoney, James Malone, W. E. Duncan, J. A. Mann, W. J. Barbee, W.
G. Jesse, J. I. Haggerty, and J. H. Drake.
For additional particulars, reference is made to the reports of brigade
and regimental commanders, herewith respectfully submitted.
Below will be found a report af casualties.
I am, sir, very respectfull 3", your obedient servant,
;

;

:

J.

Brigadier- General^

Maj. G.

Moxley Sorrel,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

B.

HOOD,

Commanding

Division,

:
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No. 249.
Report of 31aj. B. W. Frobel, C. S. Army, Chief of Artillery of the battle
of Sharpsburg.
^

October

1862.

Captain In compliance with orders to report the participation of the
batteries under my command in the recent engagements before Sharpsburg, I would respectfully submit the following
After bringing up the rear on the march from Boonsborough, Captains
Eeilly^s and Bachman’s batteries were placed in position by Colonel
Walton, about noon on Monday, September 15, on a hill to the right
of the turnpike road and a short distance in front of Sharpsburg, G-arden’s battery being held in reserve, in case the enemy should attempt
an advance by a bridge over the Antietam, still farther to the right.
held these positions on Monday night. On Tuesday a fierce cannonade was kept up between our batteries and those of the enemy, in
which Captain Eeilly was ordered by Colonel Walton to participate
until his rifle ammunition was exhausted, but without any perceptible
Bachman’s battery was at the same time exposed to a heavy
result.
fire, but had orders not to reply.
Tuesday night we occupied the same
positions.
On Wednesday morning the battle was again renewed. Captain Eeilly
was sent to the rear to replenish, if possible, his exhausted ammunition.
At 8 a. m. Captain Bachman, with a section of Napoleon guns, was ordered to proceed to the extreme left of our line and report to General
Longstreet. Shortly after, he. was placed in position in a corn-field and
opened on the enemy, distance 150 yards. The position was exposed
:

We

enemy’s sharpshooters, who occupied a wood not more
In a few minutes the section lost 3 men wouuded (2
mortally) and 6 horses killed. Finding that to continue longer would
involve the loss of his guns. Captain Bachman withdrew to a hill near
by, and reported the section disabled, on account of the loss of men and
horses. I ordered him to retire for the purpose of repairing damages.
In the mean time his rifle section was hotly engaged near the turnpike.
to the fire of the

than 50 yards

off.
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his guns most gallantly
tion was expended.
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who fought

in position until all his

ammuni-

At 2 p. in. I received orders from Major-General Jones to prepare to
hold the road leading from the bridge over the Antietam on our extreme
right.
A few minutes after, the enemy were reiiorted advancing, the
infantry near the bridge at the same time giving way. I immediately
placed Garden’s battery in position on the left of the road. The enemy
had crossed the bridge and were advancing rapidly, under cover of a
furious fire from all their batteries concentrated upon us, when Garden
opened a most destructive lire upon them, and, assisted by a rifle section
under Captain Squires, soon drove them back. Fearing they might yet
turn us by passing still farther to the right, I directed Captain Garden
to look well to the road and woods in front of him, while I proceeded
to the right in search of General Jones.
On arriving at the top of the
hill on the right of the road, the enemy were seen advancing in strong
force in that direction. By permission of General Jones, I placed Captain Brown’s battery in position at this point. The enemy were distant
about 400 yards when he opened a hot and well-directed fire upon them,
breaking their ranks and driving them back to the cover of a hill from
which the 3 had just advanced. At this time, large bodies of the enemy
(infantry and artillery) were moving on the opposite side of the river.
When near the bridge they halted some ten or fiften minutes. I immediately sent to Captain Beilly to come up, as the guns then in position
were all short range and could not reach them or the bridge. Being
without ammunition, only his howitzer section was available. I at once
placed it in position. The enemy had, in the mean time, advanced some
eight or ten guns across the river and iilaced them in front of us. Under
fire of these, assisted by all their long-range batteries on the opposite
bank, their line advanced. Their sharpshooters, at the same time, opened
a hot fire on us from a corn-field on our right, a stone fence in front,
and a wood and orchard near by. Our batteries immediately replied,
and continued their fire until the line was broken and the enemy recoiled.
At this time they were distant less than 100 yards. Our ammunition
was exhausted. One of Captain Garden’s guns was dismounted, the
carriage being entirely destroyed another, rendered utterly useless by
the bursting of a shell, while from one of Captain Eeilly’s pieces all
the horses had been killed. But three guns remained fit for service, and
they were without ammunition. Having run the pieces to the rear by
hand and secured our disabled guns (the enemy all the time advancing
and firing upon us), I ordered the batteries to retire. In passing to the
turnpike. Lieutenant Eamsay, in command of the rifle section of Captain
Eeilly’s battery, came up to our support.
At that time the enemy occupied the position we had just left and were advancing in line. I ordered
Lieutenant Eamsay to take position in the field to the right of the road
and open, which he did, soon breaking their line and throwing them in
great confusion. At this time General A. E. Hill came up, and, charging,
drove them from the field.
I regret to report that First Lieutenant [S. M.] Pringle, of Garden’s
battery, after fighting his guns most gallantly, fell, late in the day, mortally wounded, and has since died.
I cannot too highly applaud the conduct of both officers and men.
Captains Bachman and Eeilly fought their batteries with their usual
determination and devotion to the cause. Captain Garden, Lieutenants
[James] Simons, jr., Myers, Eamsay, and Sergeant Schlemmerme.\er deserve particular notice for their gallant conduct during the battle, and
"

j
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also Assistant Surgeon Buist, for his attention to the sick. Actg. Adjt.
W. L. Scott rendered me great assistance, and is entitled to my warmest
thanks. Inclosed you will find a list* of the killed and wounded.
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

B.

W. FROBEL,

Major and Chief of Artillery^ Commanding,
Capt. W. H. Sellers,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 250.
Col. W. T. Wofford^ Eighteenth Georgia Infantry^ commayiding
Ilood^s brigade [Texas Brigade), of the battle of Sharpsburg.

Report of

Headquarters Texas Brigade,
September 29, 1862.

have the honor to report the part performed by this command
in the engagements on the evening of the 16th and throughout the day
of the 17th instant at Sharpsburg, Md., without referring to the various
positions which we occupied after halting on the field
On the morning of the 15th instant, our division being in the rear of
the army from Boonsborough Mountain, this brigade was moved from in
front of Sharpsburg on the evening of the 15th to the right and in front
of Mumma Church, this being the left of our line and where the main
and most of the fighting took place on the 17th instant. While we
were moving to this position, the enemy opened a heavy fire upon us
from their long-range guns, which was continued after we were in position, and resulted in the wounding of 1 lieutenant and 1 soldier in the
Fourth Texas Regiment. We remained in this position the balance of
the day and night of the 15th and until late in the evening of the 16th,
when we were ordered by General Hood to move by the left flank
through the open field in front of the church and to its left about 700
yards, to meet the enemy, who, it was then ascertained, had commenced
to cross Antietam Creek to our left.
We then formed line of battle and
moved up to a corn-field in our front, and awaited the advance of the
enemy, who had, by this time, opened upon us a brisk fire of shot and
shell from some pieces of artillery which they had placed in position immediately in our front and to the left of our lines, wounding 1 officer and
some dozen men.
I feel it due to truth to state that the enemy were informed of our
position by the firing of a half dozen shots from a little battery of ours
on the left of the brigade, which hastily beat a retreat as soon as their
guns opened upon us.
While our line of battle rested upon the corn-field, Captain Turner,
commanding the Fifth Texas, which was our right, had been moved forward into some woods, where he met a part of our skirmishers driven
in by the enemy, whom he engaged and finally drove back, with the loss
of 1 man. Our skirmishers, consisting of 100 men, under the command
of Captain [W. H.] Martin, of the Fourth Texas, who had been moved
into the woods in front and to the left of the Fifth Texas, were hotly
engaged with the enemy, but held their ground until they had expended
all their cartridges, and then fell into our line of battle, about 9 o’clock
at night, about which time we were relieved by General Lawton’s brigade, and were withdrawn from the field to the woods in rear of Mumma
Sir
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Church for the purpose of cooking rations, our men not having received
any regular allowance in three days.
It was now evident that the enemy had effected a crossing entirely to
our left, and that he would make the attack on that wing early in the
morning, moving his forces over and placing them in position during
the night.

At 3 o’clock in the morning of the 17th the picket firing was very
heavy, and at daylight the battle was opened. Our brigade was moved
forward, at sunrise, to the support of General Lawton, who had relieved
us the night before. Moving forward in line of battle in the regular
order of regiments, the brigade proceeded through the woods into the
open field toward the corn-field, where the left encountered the first line
of the enemy. Seeing Hampton’s Legion and Eighteenth Georgia moving slowly forward, but rapidly firing, I rode hastily to them, urging
them forward, when I saw two full regiments, one in their front and the
other partly to their left. Perceiving at once that they were in danger
of being cut off*, I ordered the First Texas to move by the left flank to
their relief, which they did in a rapid and gallant manner. By this time,
the enemy on our left having commenced falling back, the First Texas
pressed them rapidly to their guns, which now poured into them a fire
on their right flank, center, and left flank from three different batteries,
before which their well-formed line was cut down and scattered,* being
200 yards in front of our line, their situation was most critical. Biding
back to the left of our line, I found the fragment of the Eighteenth
Georgia Kegiment in front of the extreme right battery of the enemy,
located on the pike running by the church, which now opened upon our
thinned ranks a most destructive fire. The men and officers were gallantly shooting down the gunners, and for a moment silenced them. At
this time the enemy’s fire was most terrific, their first line of infantry
having been driven back to their guns, which now opened a furious fire,
together with their second line of infantry, upon our thinned and almost
annihilated ranks.
By this time, our brigade having suffered so greatly, I was satisfied they could neither advance nor hold their position much longer
without re-enforcements. Biding back to make known to General Hood
our condition, I met witli you, to whom I imparted this information. By
this time our line commenced giving way, when I ordered them back
under cover of the woods to the left of the church, where we halted and
waited for support, none arriving. After some time the enemy commenced advancing in full force. Seeing the- hopelessness and folly of
making a stand with our shattered brigade and a remnant from other
commands, the men being greatly exhausted and many of them out of
ammunition, I determined to fall back to a fence in our rear, where we
met the long looked for re-enforcements, and at the same time received
an order from General Hood to fall back farther to the rear to rest and
collect our men.
After resting a short time, we were moved back to the
woods in rear of the church from where we advanced to the fight in the
morning, which position Ave held until late in the evening, when we were
moved by the right flank in the direction of Sharpsburg to a place near
the center of our line, where we remained during that night and next
day, and until the recrossing of the Potomac by our army was ordered.
During the engagement of the brigade on the 17th instant I Avas drawn
to the left of our line, as it first engaged the enemy, who had succeeded
in flanking us on the left, and, to escape from being surrounded, changed
the direction to left-oblique, thus causing large intervals betAveen the
regiments on the left and right of the line. The Fifth Texas, under the
command of Captain Turner, moved with spirit across the field and
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occupied tbe woods on our right, where it met the enemy nnd drove and
held them back until their ammunition was exhausted, and then fell
back to the woods with the balance of the brigade. The Fourth Texas
Regiment, which, in our line of battle, was between the Fifth and First
Texas, was moved by General Hood to the extreme left of our line on the
pike road, covering our flank by holding the enemy in check.
This brigade went into the action numbering 854, and lost, in killed,
wounded, and missing, 500 over one-half.
Wg have to nmurn the loss of Majors Dale, of the First Texas, and
Dingle, of llamptoifs Legion, two gallant officers, who fell in the thickalso Captains [R. W.] Tomi)kins and [H. J.] Smith,
est of the fight
and Lieutenant [James J.] Exum, of Hampton’s Legion Lieutenants
[T. C.] Underwood and [J. M. D. Cleveland, of the Eighteenth Georgia;
Lieutenants [F. L.] Hoffman, [F.] Runnells, [J.] Waterhouse, [S. F.]
Patton, and [G. B.j Thompson, of the First Texas. These brave officers all fell Avhile gallantly leading their small bands on an enemy five
times their number. They deserved a better fate than to have been, as
they were, sacrificed for the want of ])roper support.
The enemy, besides being permitted to cross the creek, with scarcely
any resistance, to our left, were allowed to place their artillery in position
during the night, not only without annoyance but without our knowledge.
Without specially naming the officers and men who stood firmly at their
post during the whole of this terrible conflict, I feel pleased to bear testimony, with few exceptions, to the gallantry of the whole brigade.
They fought desperately their conduct was never surpassed. Fragments of regiments, as they were, they moved bodily upon and drove
before them the crowded lines of the enemy up to their cannon’s mouth,
and, with a heroism unsurpassed, fired upon their gunners, desperately
struggling before yielding, which they had never been forced to do before.
I lierewith transmit the reports of Captain Turner, commanding the*.
Fifth Texas Regiment; LieutenanCColonel Carter, commanding the
Fourth Texas Lieutenant-Colonel Work, commanding the First Texas;
Lieutenant-Colonel Ruff', commanding the Eighteenth Georgia, and
Lieutenant-Colonel Gary, commanding Ham i) ton’s Legion.
Respectfully submitted.

—

;

j

J

;

;

AVM. T. WOFF(3RD,
Colonel^ (yomnumclimj Brigade.
Capt.

W. H. Sellers,
Adjutant- General.

iTo. 251.

lieport of Lieut. Col. S. Z. Ruff., Eighteenth Georgia Infantry., of the battle

of Sharpsburg.

September
Sir
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have the honor

to report that this

23, 18G2.

regiment was drawn up in

evening on the 16th instant, to the left of the
position it had occupied during the day and previous night, which was
north of the town of Sharpsburg and parallel to the Antietam River.
line of battle, late in the

On our left was the Hampton Legion, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel
Gary, and on our right the First Texas, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel

Work.

Just at dark, the enemy advanced and attacked the brigade on our
right, when we received orders to advance to a piece of corn a short
distance in front, where we remained without firing a gun until about
59 r
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The brigade was then withdrawn to a piece of woods, to cook

rations.

The next morning, 17th instant, just after daylight, the brigade was
drawn up in line of battle, and ordered to lie down under cover of the
from a terrible storm of shell that the enemy’s batteries were at that
time pouring into the woods.
heavy firing of musketry had been
going on in our front for some time.
About 7 a. m., the brigade was ordered to move forward in the direction of the firing. Advancing about a quarter of a mile through the
timber, we came upon the enemy posted in front of a piece of corn, and
immediately opened fire upon them. After one or two rounds they gave
way, and fell back to a considerable distance in the corn. Advancing,
with the left of the regiment resting on the right of the legion, which
liad its left upon the turnpike, we drove the enemy in fine style out of
the corn and back upon their supports. At the far edge of the corn, the
ranks of the retreating line of the enemy unmasked a battery, which
poured a round or two of grape into our ranks with terrible effect but
At
it was soon silenced by our riflemen, and the gunners ran away.
this moment we discovered a fresh line of the enemy advancing on our
left flank in an oblique direction, threatening to cut us off, and our
ranks being reduced to less than one- third their original strength, we
found it necessary to fall back. At the edge of the woods we met supports and rallied on them a part of our men but the regiment was too
much cut up for further action, and in a short time, in connection with
the whole brigade, was taken from the field.
We carried 176 men into the action, and lost 101 in killed, wounded,
and missing; most of the missing are either killed or wounded.
All the men and officers, so far as I was able to observe, acted with
the most desperate coolness and gallantry. NTot one showed any disposition, notwithstanding their terrible loss, to fall back or flinch from the
enemy until they received orders to do so.
I regret exceedingly to report that Lients. T. 0. Underwood and J.
M. D. Cleveland, of Company K, are among the missing. They are
known to be wounded, and it is feared they are dead. I regret also to
be obliged to record among the wounded the names of Capts. J. A.
Crawford and G. W. Maddox and Lieuts. M. J. Crawford, J. F. Maddox, O. W. Putnam, W. G. Calahan, J. Grant, and 1). B. Williams.
Very respectfully, yoiir obedient servant,
hill

A

;

;

S. Z.

Lieutenant' Colonel^
Col.

W.

T.

BUFF,

Commanding Regiment.

Wofford,

Commanding Texas Brigade.

No. 252.
Rexmrt of Lieut. Col. M. W. Gary, Hampton Legion^ of the

battle

of Sharps-

burg.

Camp near Martinsburo, W.

Va.,
September 23, 1862.
Colonel I have the honor to submit the following report of the
infantry battalion of the Hampton Legion in the battle of the 17th at
:

Sharpsburg, Md.
The battle opened about day-break along the whole line. The legion
was placed to the left of the brigade, the Eighteenth Georgia being to
its right V We began to advance from under cover of woods in rear of

(Jhap.
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a church, and engaged the enemy so soon as we emerged from them, the
in line of battle near the edge of the corn-field immediately
advanced steadily upon them, under a heavy fire, and
in our front.
had not gone far when Herod Wilson, of Company F, the bearer of the
They were raised by James Estes, of Company
colors, was shot down.
E, and he was shot down. They were then taken up by C. P. Poppenheim, of Company A, and he, too, was shot down. Maj. J. H. Dingle, jr.,
then caught them and began to advance with them, exclaiming, “ Legion, follow your colors !’’ The words had an inspiring effect, and the
men rallied bravely under their flag, fighting desperately at every step.
He bore the colors to the edge of the corn near the turnpike road, on
our left, and, while bravely upholding them within 50 yards of the enemy
and three Federal flags, was shot dead. I immediately raised the colors
and again unfurled them amid the enemy^s deadly fire, when Marion
Walton, of Company B, volunteered to bear them. I resigned them
into his hands, and he carried them gallantly and safely through the
Soon after the death of Major Dingle, I discovered that the men
battle.
to our right were falling back from being flanked on the right. I went
to the fence of the turnpike road, and discovered, about 200 yards distant, a brigade of the enemy in line of battle, covering our entire left
flank.
I immediately ordered the men to fall back under the crest of
the hill. I then rallied them and reformed them, and remained with the
brigade the remainder of the day.
I have to record the death of many of my best officers.
The brave,
modest, and energetic Maj. J. H. Dingle, jr., fell, among the foremost in
battle, and died with the colors in his hands ; Capt. E. W. Tompkins, who
was killed near where Major Dingle fell, and was conspicuous in the
fight, for his gallantry and efficiency; Lieut. J. J. Exum was killed near
the same place, heroically leading his men Capt. H. J. Smith was mortally wounded, in the same charge, while bravely leading his men (he
has since died); Lieut. W. A. B. Davenport was wounded at the head
of his company; Lieut. W. E. O’Connor, acting adjutant, was wounded
in the engagement the evening before. I have but to mention my four
remaining officers Capt. T. M. Logan, Lieuts. B. E. Mcholson, J. H. M.
James, and J. J. Cleveland all of them in command of their companies,
and bearing themselves with great bravery, having shared the same
dangers of their less fortunate comrades. The number of the legion
was reduced more than one-half by the numerous details for skirmishers, scouts, cooks, and men barefooted, unfit for duty.
The following is a list* of the casualties. Strength of battalion in ac-

enemy being
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tion, officers
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be,

your obedient servant,

M. W. GAEY,
Commanding Hampton’s Legion.
Wofford, Commanding Texas Brigade.
Lieutenant- Colonel

W.

Col.

T.

J

No. 253.
Report of Lieut.

Col. P.

A. Woric, First Texas Lnfantry^ of

the battle of

Sharpshurg.

Near Martinsburg, W.
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near Sharpsburg, Md.
The brigade, having been formed in order of battle upon the ground
occupied by it on the night of the 16th, in the following order, to wit,
First Texas in the center, Eighteenth Georgia left center. Fourth Texas
right center, Fifth Texas on the right flank, and Hampton’s Legion on
the left flank, was moved forward to engage the enemy about
o’clock,
the latter having made an attack upon our forces occupying a position
in front of this brigade.
Advancing through the woods some 200 yards,
under a heavy fire of grape, canister, and shell from the enemy’s artillery, the brigade emerged into an open clover field some 200 or 250 yards
in width, across which the forward movement was continued for some
150 to 200 yards, when, it being discovered that the left flank of the
brigade was exposed to attack, I was ordered to move by the left flank,
following a corresponding move of the Eighteenth Georgia and Hampton’s Legion upon my left, which I did until ordered to move by the
right flank, which was also done. Advancing now by the right flank
(my original front), I entered a corn-field and soon became engaged with
a force of the enemy, driving them before me to the farther side of the
corn-field.
As soon as the regiment became engaged with the enemy in
the corn-field, it became impossible to restrain the men, and they rushed
forward, pressing the enemy close until we had advanced a considerable distance ahead of both the right and left wings of the brigade.
Discovering that this would probably be the case when my men first
dashed forward, I dispatched you two different messengers, to wit,
Capt. John E. Woodward, Company G, and Private A. G. Hanks, Company F, stating that I was driving the enemy, and requesting you to
hurry up the regiments on my right and left to my support. It was
not until we reached the farther side of the corn-field that I could check
the regiment. By this time we had broken the first line of battle of the
enemy and had advanced to within some 30 steps of his' second line,
secreted behind a breastwork of fence rails thrown in heaps upon the
ground, when a battery of artillery some 150 or 200 yards in our front
was opened upon us. My men continued firing, a portion of them at
the enemy’s men and others at the artillerists, the result of which was
that the enemy’s second line broke and fled and the artillery w^as limbered up and started to the rear, when the whole fire of my regiment
was concentrated upon the artillerists and horses, knocking over men
and horses with such effect that the artillery was abandoned. Very
soon, however, a force of the enemy was moved up to the support of
this artillery, when it again opened fire upon us.
Just at the farther side of the corn-field was the point where I was in
great doubt as to the proper move to be made by me. I was aware that
my regiment had advanced 150 or 200 yards farther than the regiment
upon my left, so diverging as to leave a wide interval between the right
flank of the Eighteenth Georgia and my left, thus exposing both regiments to attack the Eighteenth upon the right and the First Texas
upon the left flank. I was aware at the same time that a heavy force
of the enemy was massed upon my left, and felt confident that in case
I moved farther to the front I would be attacked upon my left and rear
and annihilated. Had I moved forward to carry the enemy’s battery I
would have exposed the regiment to attack from three different directions, to wit, from the front from infantry and artillery and upon the
I am told, also, by some of the men that
left and rear from infantry.
had I advanced a li ttle farther to the front my right flank would have become exposed to attack, and am assured that some distance to my front

—

—
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and obliquely to my riglit was a large force of the enemy. This I did not
discover, myself. At this juncture I dispatched Actg. Adjt. W. Shropshire to say to you that, unless the regiments upon my left were moved
up quickly to my relief and support upon the left, I would be forced to
abandon iny position and withdraw. Before the return of Shropshire,
a lire of musketry was opened upon me from my left and rear, which
determined me at once to withdraw, as I had but a handful of men left,
all of whom must have been slain or captured had I remained longer.
I at once gave the order to fall back, and the few men remaining to me
retired, turning to tire upon the enemy as rapidly as their pieces could
be loaded and

tired.

—

—

engagement with 226 men, officers held and staffi included, of which number 170 are known to have been killed and wounded,
besides 12 others who are missing, and, doubtless, also killed or wounded.
During the engagement I saw four bearers of our State colors shot
down, to wit: First, John Hanson, Company Lj second, James Day,
third, Charles H. Kingsley, Company L, and, fourth, James
Company
K. Malone, Company A. After the fall of these, still others raised the
Not having seen plainly
colors until four more bearers were shot down.
who these others were, I am unable to give their names in this report,
but will do so so soon as, upon inquiry, 1 can ascertain.
It is a source of mortiticatiou to state that, upon retiring from the
engagement, our colors were not brought off. I can but feel that some
degree of odium must attach under the most iavorable circumstances,
and although such are the circumstances surrounding the conduct of
this regiment, the loss of our flag will always remain a matter of sore
and deep regret. In this connection it is but i) roper to state, in addition to that detailed in the above and foregoing report, the additional
circumstances and causes which led to its loss. When the order to retire
was given, the colors began the movement to the rear, when the colorbearer, after moving but a few paces, was shot down. Upon their fall,
some half dozen hastened to raise them, one of whom did raise them
and move off*, when he was shot down, which was not discovered by
those surviving. While falling back, and when we had nearly reached
the clover fleld hereinbefore alluded to (being still in the corn-tield), I
gave the order to halt, and inquired for the colors, intending to dress
upon them, when I was told that the colors had gone out of the cornThen I gave the order to move on out of the corn and form betield.
hind the crest of a small ridge just outside of the corn and in the clover
It was when I reached this point that I became satisfied our
field.
colors were lost, for I looked in every direction and they were nowhere
It was then too late to recover them.
There was no one
to be seen.
who knew the spot where they had last fallen, and, owing to the density of the corn, a view of no object could be had but for a few feet.
By this time, also, the enemy had moved up and was within some 35
or 40 yards of my left (proper) and rear, and another force was following us. No blame, I feel, should attach to the men or officers, all of
whom fought heroically and well. There was no such conduct uiion
their part as abandoning or deserting their colors. They fought bravely,
and unflinchingly faced a terrible hail of bullets and artillery until
ordered by me to retire. The colors started back with them, and when
I entered the

M

;

they were lost no man knew save him who had fallen with them. It is,
perha])S, due to myself to state that, when I determined to retire, I requested Captain [U. S.] Connally to give the order upon the right, and
step[)ed to the lelt to direct Captain Woodward to give the order upon
the left, from which point I moved on to the extreme left, to discover,

.
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the locality of the enemy attacking from that quarter, in
order to be prepared to govern the movements of my regiment, so as
to protect it as far as possible from danger and damage.
While I was
at the left thus engaged, the regiment commenced the movement to the
rear, and not being near the center I was unable, owing to the density
of the corn, to see where the colors were and when they fell.
Oapt. John E. Woodward, of Company G, acted in the capacity of
major during the engagement, and aided me greatly in directing the
movements of the regiment. Major [Matt.] Dale, acting as lieutenantcolonel, had moved from the right, and was conferring with me as to
the propriety of advancing or at once withdrawing, when he was killed.
Feeling that it was madness to advance with the few men left me, I
remained for several minutes after the fall of Major Dale, awaiting orders
and information as to what my movements should be, being unwilling
to withdraw as long as I had the ability to hold my then position without [orders] to do so.
Submitted herewith and as a part hereof is a list* giving the names
of killed, wounded, and missing, together with the character of wound
of those wounded.
1 am well convinced that had the Eighteenth Georgia and Hampton^s
Legion not met with the most obstinate and stubborn resistance from a
superior force to their left, they would have suj^ported me promptly and
effectively upon my left, and that that x>ortion of the enemy’s force in
our front would have been routed, the tide of battle there turned, and
the day been ours. The conduct of this regiment in the engagements
of the 17th, and of the night of August 29 and 30, and that of the
other regiments of the brigade in these engagements, demonstrates fully
the necessity of having supports promptly and quickly upon the held.
If required to carry strong positions in a few more engagements, and,
after carrying them, hold them unaided and alone, this regiment must
soon become annihilated and extinct without having accomplished any
material or xiermanent good.
I will also state that where I last halted, and where my dead and
wounded fell, I halted in consequence of an order or direction to that
effect from some one in the rear, said by Captain Woodward to have
been Capt. W. H. Sellers.
E espe ctfu ly s ubmitted
P. A. WOEK,
,
Lieutenant- Colonel^ Commanding First Texas Regiment.

if i)ossible,

1

Col.

W.

T.

Wofford,
Commanding Texas Brigade.

NTo. 254.

Report of lAeut. Col. B. F.

Carter.,

Fourth Texas

Infantry., of the battle

of Sharpshurg.

September

22, 1862.

have the honor to report the part taken by my regiment in the battle of the 17th instant near Sharpshurg, Md. Owing to
the severe illness of Colonel Key, I was in command of the regiment
during the day and succeeding night.
Soon after daylight tlie brigade formed line of battle in regular order,

Lieutenant
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the Fifth Texas being’ on iny riglit and First Texas on iny left, and,
about 7 a. in., were ordered to ad vance. I received no order as to which
was the directing battalion, but, advancing diagonally to the right
through the woods, we entered the open field on the right of the turnpike
road. Here the fire upon us became severe, and, owing to our troops
being in front of us and the dense smoke pervading, we were unable to
return the fire or see the enemy clearly. Still advancing, I came directly
behind the Eleventh Mississippi, when I received the order from Captain
Halting, I ordered the men to
Sellers for the Texas Brigade to halt.
lie down.
At the same moment the Eleventh Mississippi was ordered
to advance, and a portion of two companies on my right, mistaking the
order, advanced with them. After a moment I received an order from
General Hood to move to the left until the left of my regiment rested
on the crest, in advance, next to the turnpike road. Moving left-oblique
in double-quick,! occupied the position indicated, and was then ordered
by General Hood to move directly up the hill on the left of the troops
then advancing. The enemy then occupied the hill in strong force,
which receded before our steady advance. Arriving on the top of the
hill, at the intersection of the corn-field with the turnpike, I found the
enemy not only in heavy force in the corn-field in front, but occupying
a ravine in the field on the left of the turnpike, from which position they
poured a destructive fire upon us. I discovered at once that the position was untenable, but if I fell back the troops on my right who had
entered the corn-field would be surrounded 5 so, wheeling my regiment
to the left, I posted the men along the fence on either side of the turnpike, and replied as best we could to the tremendous fire of the enemy.
held this position for some time, until the troops in the corn-field
on m3^ right were falling back, when I ordered the regiment to move
along the line of fence by the left flank. This movement, however,
exposed us so much that we fell back directly under the hill. Here 1
ordered the regiment to halt and form, but at the same moment received
an order from General Hood to move by the left flank into the woods.
Forming here, I advanced on the left of the turnpike up to the fence at
the edge of the field, and rested in this position until 1 was ordered by
Colonel Wofford to fall back to the point we started from in the morning, where the remnant of the brigade was formed,
W"e moved about
to various points during the day and succeeding night, but nothing
worth reporting occurred.
Inclosed I forward you a list* of the casualties in this regiment. I
carried into action about 200 men, and you will see how heavy our loss
was.
In our loss are embraced many valuable officers. Lieutenant [N. J.]
Mills, of Company I, was severely wounded on the 15th instant.
On
the 17th, Lieutenants fL. P.] Hughes, commanding Company F 5 [A. J.j
McKean and [H. M.] Marchant, of Company A; [J. T.] McLaurin, com-

We

manding Company B [J. C.] Billingsley, commanding Company E
and [John] Eoach (of Company G), commanding Company H, were all
wounded. Lieutenant Eoach was left on the field, and I fear was
mortally wounded. Color-bearer Parker, of Company H, was severely
wounded and left on the field. At his fall Captain Harden, of Company
A, seized and carried the colors until we fell back to the woods. Many
who are reported missing I fear were killed, or so severely wounded as
;

to

be unable to leave the

field.

To Capt. E. H. Cunningham, acting
I

am indebted

field officer,

for the great assistance rendered
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too liigh terms of the conduct of both officers and
Exposed to a tremendous lire from sux^erior
numbers, in a position which it was ax)parent to all we could not hold,
they fought on without flinching until the order to fall back was given.
These men, too, were half clad, many of them barefooted, and had been
only half fed for days before. The courage, constancy, and iiatience of
I

men

of

our

men

si)e.ik in

my command.

is

Very

beyond

all j)raise.

respectfully,

B. F. CAETEB,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.
Lieut.

A. H. Patton,

Acting Asnistant Adjutant- General.

NTo. 255.

Report of Capt. Ike N. M. Turner, Fifth Texas Infantry, of the

battle

of

Sharpsburg.

Camp near Martinsburg, W.

Va.,
September 24, 1862.
Sir [I have the honor to submit the following] report of the part taken
by the Fifth Texas Eegiment in the late engagements of the 16th and
17th instant, near Sharpsburg, Md.
Late in the evening of the 16th instant our brigade was moved by the
left flank from the i)osition we had been occupying during the day to a
field in front of a church.
had not occupied our new position long
before a brisk fire commenced between our skirmishers and those of the
enemy. The Fifth Texas Eegiment was ordered to the edge of the woods
as a suxij)ort for our skirmishers. On arriving at the xiosition assigned,
our skirmishers, being hard xiressed, fell back and passed to my right. I
ordered the regiment to commence firing, which checked the advance of
the enemy.
About 8 o’clock at night we were relieved, and retired to the woods in
rear of the church. Slept until about day, when firing commenced in
We were called to attention thrown around the hill in line of
front.
battle to x)rotect us from grape and shell.
had not occuxiied this
Xiosition more than half an hour before we were ordered out as support
for the Third Brigade.
caught up with said brigade where our first
line had been fighting.
Here the Fifth was ordered to halt, by Major
[Captain] Sellers, and allow the regiments on the right of the Third to
advance. While lying here, General Hood rode up, ordering me to incline to the right, xii’ess forward, and drive the enemy out of the woods,
which we did. The enemy twice tried to regain their x>osition in the
woods by advancing a force through the lower edge of the corn-field,
which we repulsed. From a xioint of timber about 400 yards to our
front and left, 1 discovered strong re-enforcements marching out by the
Allowleft flank down a hollow, which xu’otected them from our fire.
ing them to get within 75 yards of us with lines unbroken, I saw we
would soon be hard xn'essed. Sent four times to Major [Captain] Sellers
My
for support, determined to hold my x>osition as long as possible.
men were out of ammunition, the enemy not more than 100 yards in my
front, no sux)port, no ammunition; all our trooxis had fallen back on my
:

We

*,

We

We

I deemed it xirudent to fall back also.
Officers and men^ with few exceptions^ behaved well,

left

;
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The casualties of the regiment were 5 killed and 81 wounded total,
Of the wounded, 3 were mortally, and have died 16 were not removed from tbe field, and 2 were left on the Maryland side in liosl)ital for want of transportation.
;

SO.

;

All of

wliicli is respectfully

submitted.

Captain^

W.

Ool.

T.

IKE K. M. TUENEE,
Commanding Fifth Texas Regiment,

AVofpord,
Commanding Texas Brigade.

Ko. 256.
Report of Col. F. M. Laiv^ Fourth Alabama Infantry^ commanding brigade^
of the battle of Sharpsburg.

Headquarters Third Brigade,
October

2,

1862.

Sir I have the honor to report tbe part taken by my command in
the engagements at Sharpsburg, Md., on September 16 and 17.
When the army arrived at the heights on the south side of Antietam
Eiver on the morning of the 15th, I was ordered to take position about
a mile from Sharpsburg, on the Hagerstown turnpike. The right of my
brigade rested at Saint Mumma^s Church (Hunkers’ Chapel), and the line
extended along the turnpike in the edge of a wood which bordered it
on the southwest. Across the road (on the northeast) was an open field
a quarter of a mile in width, extending along the whole front of the line
and beyond it about 600 yards. This open space was bounded on the
northeast (to my front) and northwest (to my left) by woods, an opening being left at the north corner.
Late in the afternoon of the 16th, the enemy’s skirmishers advanced
into the woods in front of my position. They were held in check by my
riflemen and the Texas skirmishers. In the mean time I w^as ordered by
General Hood, commanding the division, to move forward and occupy
the edge of the wood in which the skirmishing w^as going on. This was
quickly accomplished, and the enemy was driven, at dark, to the farther
My brigade was relieved during
side of the wood, toward the Antietam
the night, and moved, with the rest of General Hood’s command, to the
:

.

in rear of Saint Mumma’s Church (Hunkers’ Chapel).
after daylight on the 17th, the attack of the enemy commenced.
The battle had lasted about an hour and a half, when I was ordered to
move forward into the open field across the turnpike. On reaching the
road, I found but few of our troops on the field, and these seemed to be
in much confusion, but still opposing the advance of the enemy’s dense
masses with determination. Throwing the brigade at once into line of
battle, facing northward, I gave the order to advance.
The Texas Brigade, Colonel Wofford, had in the mean time come into line on my left,
and the two brigades now moved forward together. The enemy, who
had by this time advanced half-way across the field and had planted a
heavy battery at the north end of it, began to give way before us, though
The Fifth Texas Eegiment (which had been
in vastly superior force.
sent over to my right) and the Fourth Alabama pushed into the wood
in which the skirmishing had taken place the evening previous, and

wood

Soon

>
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enemy through and beyond it. The other regiments of my
continued steadily to advance in the open ground, driving the
enemy in confusion from and beyond his guns. So far, we had been
entirely successful and everything promised a decisive victory. It is
true that strong support was needed to follow up our success, but this
I expected every moment.
At this stage of the battle, a powerful Federal force (ten times our
number) of fresh troops was thrown in our front. Our losses up to this
time had been very heavy the troops now confronting the enemy were
insufficient to cover properly one-fourth of the line of battle our ammunition was expended the men had been fighting long and desperately,
and were exhausted from want of food and rest. Still, thej^ held their
ground, many of them using such ammunition as they could obtain from
the bodies of our own and the enemy’s dead and wounded. It was evident that this state of afiairs could not long continue. No support was
To remain stationary or advance without it would have caused
at hand.
a useless butchery, and I adopted the only alternative that of fallingback to the wood from which I had first advanced. The enemy followed
very slowly and cautiously. Under direction of General Hood I reformed
my brigade in the rear of Saint Mumma’s Church (Hunkers’ Chapel), and,
together with the Texas Brigade, which had also retired, again confronted
the enemy, who seemed to hesitate to enter the wood. During this delay
re-enforcements arrived, and the brigade was relieved for the purpose of
obtaining ammunition.
At 1 p. m., having been supplied with ammunition, I was again ordered
to the field, and took position in the wood near the church. Here the bri
gade remained, under an incessant cannonade, until near nightfall, when
it was moved half a mile nearer the town of Sharpsburg, where it lay
during the night and the following day.
The good conduct of my brigade in this battle has not been surpassed
by it in any previous engagement. Weak and exhausted as they were,
and fighting against fearful odds, the troops accomplished and endured
all that was within the limits of human capacity.
Our loss in proportion to the numbers engaged was extremely heavy.
The officers suffered severely. Colonel Liddell, the gallant and beloved
commander of the Eleventh Mississippi Eegiment.ffill, mortally wounded
Lieutenant-Colonel [S. F.] Butler, of the same regiment, received a painful wound, and Major [T. S.] Evans was killed.
Colonel Stone, Lieutenant-Colonel [D. W.j Humphreys, and Major [J. A.] Blair, of the
Second Mississippi, were all wounded while leading that distinguished
regiment in the charge. Major Webb, commanding Sixth North Carolina, Captain [S. McD.] Tate, an acting field officer of the same, and Captain [L. H.] Scruggs, commanding Fourth Alabama, received wounds
while gallantly discharging their duty.
The members of my staff Lieutenant Terrell, assistant adjutant-general, Captain Kirkman, Lieutenant Law, of the Citadel Academy, and
Private Smith, Fourth Alabama as usual, performed every duty bravely

drove

tlie

command

;

;

;

—

j

—

—

and

efficiently.

I inclose

I

a

list*

of casualties.

am, captain, very respectfully.
Colonel^

E. M. LAW,
Commanding Brigade.

Capt. W. H. Sellers,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

Embodied

in tabular statement, p. 811.

;

Chai*.
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No. 257.
lieport of Brig. Gen. Nathan G. Bvans, C. S. Army, commanding brigade
and division, of operations September 14-17.

Headquarters Evans’ Brigade,
Near Winchester,

Va., October 13, 18G2.

Major: In pursuance
eral

commanding,

I

beg

to the written instructions of the major-geucommand in the
leave to report the action of

my

*
recent engagements in Virginia and Maryland:
*

*

*

*

.

*

*

*

On August [September] 14 my division was ordered to suiiport the
command of Brigadier-General Bodes, on the left of the road near South
Mountain. On marching my brigade up the mountain on our extreme
I was informed that the two brigades under the immediate command
of Brigadier-General Hood had been detached, by order of the majorgeneral commanding, to support our right, and I was further ordered to
hold my position on the left that re-enforcements would be sent. On
my arrival at the summit of the mountain, the skirmishers of the enemy
were met, supiiorted by several of his batteries that commanded my position.
I directed Colonel Stevens, commanding brigade, to push over the
summit and engage the enemy, then firing on General Bodes’ troops, retiring.
Colonel Stevens soon became engaged with a much superior force,
two columns of the enem}" advancing rapidly upon his small command.
This force, liowever, was brav^ely met, and the position held until the
troops on my right had retired, leaving my brigade nearly surrounded
by the enemy. I then directed my troops to retire, firing, to the east side
of the mountain, which was done in good order.
During the night 1 received an order to march in the direction of
Sharpsburg, and my division ordered to act as rear guard, which duty
was performed until our arrival at the Antietam Biver on the evening
of September 15.
On the morning of the Kith, General Hood, with his two brigades, was
detached and sent to the support of Maj. Gen. D. H. Gill, leaving me
but two brigades Colonel Anderson’s and Evans’ brigades. During
the day my command was held as support to Colonel Walton’s artillery
also with orders to defend the bridge over the Antietam
and my skirmishers were engaged throughout the day with the sharpshooters of the
left,

;

‘

—

;

enemy.

On

the morning of the 17th, the enemy attacked our right [left] in
and about noon Colonel Anderson’s brigade was detached to support General Hood, then supporting Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill on the right

force,
[left].

About 2 p. m. I was ordered to rally the troops then flocking to the
town from our right [left] and bring them into action. After consider-

my entire staff, 1 succeeded in colwhom I formed into two commands,

able exertion, with the assistance of
lecting about 250

men and

ofiicers,

and placed them, respectively, under the command of Colonels Colquitt
and Iverson, of Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill’s division.
3 o’clock, observing the enemy approaching my position (directly
left of the road), also attempting to cross the bridge on my right,
1 ordered an advance, Colonels [A. H.] Colquitt and [Alfred] Iverson
on the left with Boyce’s battery, and Colonel Stevens on the right, supported by two batteries of Col. S. D. Lee’s battalion (who came timely

At

on the

* Portions here omitted are printed in Series
Vol. XII, Part II, pp. 627-629.

I,

Vol. XI, Part

II, p. 962,

and

Series

I,
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my request

to my assistance and rendered material aid in driving the
across the river), .with Colonel Stevens’ command as skirmishers on the ri^ht, while 1 attacked the enemy with Colquitt’s and
Iverson’s command on the left. This little command gallantly drove the
enemy from his cover in the corn-field and caused him to retreat in confusion, leaving a number of their dead and two stand of colors, the latter
having been shot down by a well-directed tire of Captain Boyce’s battery.
I also requested Colonel Walton, of the artillery, to open fire on
the enemy’s battery that had crossed the bridge, which, being promptly
done, had the desired effect of driving it back. My brigade then resumed its original position and bivouacked for the night, sleeping on
their arms.
For individual instances of gallantry and distinction, I beg leave to
refer to the reports of the immediate commanders.
To my general and
personal staff* I am much indebted for their bravery and fidelity in carrying my orders. Capt. T. D. Eason, ordnance officer; Capt. A. L. Evans,
assistant adjutant- general, [and] First Lieut. Samuel J. Corrie, aide-decamp, were often under heavy fire and executed their several duties
with intrepidity. My faithful courier, Mr. Farquhar Trezevaut, was shot
down near me by a shell, inflicting a wound from which he has since
His loss was severe to me, both personally and in his official
died.
capacity. I am also pained to announce the fall of Capt. Samuel [Lieut.*
B. P.] Jordan, assistant adjutant-general of Colonel Colquitt’s brigade,
who was shot down while gallantly transmitting my orders.
Inclosed herewith, please find the reports of regimental and battery

at

enemy back

commanders.
The total loss of Evans’ brigade in the above-mentioned engagements
is 1,024 aggregate, from an aggregate of 1,830 on July 30.
It is proper to
state that the aggregate for duty was afterward increased to 2,200 by
the addition of the Twenty-third Regiment South Carolina Yolunteers.
In conclusion, I would call the attention of the major-general com-

manding to the gallant conduct of the officers of this brigade. In each
engagement some field officer was either wounded or killed.
I had neglected to mention above the loss of the gallant Lieut. Col.
T. C. Watkins, of the Twenty- third [Twenty-second] Regiment South
Carolina Volunteers, and Lieut. Col. R. S. Means, of* the Seventeenth
Regiment, both of whom were shot down while cheering on their regiments. Lieutenant-Colonel Watkins was killed instantly, and Lieutenant-Colonel Means severely wounded in both legs and was left in the
hands of the enemy.
Respectfully submitted.
G. EVANS,
Brigadier- Genera L
Maj. G. Moxley Sorrel,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Bight Wing.

K

P, S.

—The report of the Eighteenth Regiment South Carolina Volun-

teers will be forwarded to-morrow.

Headquarters Evans’ Brigade,
Kovemher

5,

1862.

the following corrections in my report
of the actions of Evans’ brigade in the recent engagements with the
enemy in Virginia and Maryland. In the account of the battle of Sharps-

Major:

I

beg leave

to

make
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burg I state that ‘Hhe euemy attacked our right.” For “right” read
“left.”
Also, that “ Colonel Anderson’s brigade was ordered to support
General Hood, then supporting Alaj. Gen. D. H. Hill on the right.”
This should be our left. Again, “to rally the troops then flocking to
the town from our right,” again read for our “right” our “left.”
I would respectfully request that this paper be forwarded as a supplement to my report.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. G. EVANS,
Brigadier- General

j

Commanding Brigade.

Maj. G. Moxley^ Sorrel,
Asst. Adjt. Gen.y Right Wing, A^miy of Northern Va.

No. 258.
Report of Col. P. F. Stevens, Holcombe {South Carolina) Legion, eommanding Evans’’ brigade, of the battles of Boonsborough and Sharpsburg.

.

Hdqrs. Holcombe Legion, South Carolina Vols.,
Near Winchester, Va., October 13, 18G2.
Captain: In obedience to an order from General Evans, I have the
lionor to submit the following report of the actions participated in by
the troops under my command, first as colonel of my own regiment, and,
secondly, as commanding officer of Evans’ brigade *
:

#

*

*

*

*

#

*

BATTLE OF FROG PASS (BOONSBOROUGH).

On Sunday, September 14, after marching from Hagerstown to the
mountain pass (called, I believe, Frog Pass), I was told by General
Longstreet to report with my brigade to General D. H. Hill, who would
assign me my position. Turning to the left and east at the pass, I was
led up the mountain by Major Fairfax to General Hill. This latter officer
directed me to a hill some mile distant and still to the left, where I was
to report to and support General Eodes. Having accomplished about
lialf the distance, I received an order from General Evans to halt.
You
brought me this order. Almost at the same moment a messenger from
General Kodes urged me forward. Sending back to General Evans for
instructions and forward to General Eodes to tell him why I had halted,
I found that the enemy were in the valley below on my right and were
already threatening my x>osition.
Throwing out the legion as skirmishers to check the advance, I disposed the brigade according to my
best judgment along the brow of the mountain side, my left very nearly
joining Eodes’ right. Before I could receive further instructions from
General Evans, I was attacked. My skirmishers were soon driven back
and the line opened fire. Being near the Seventeenth South Garojina,
and seeing it doing well, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel [F. W.]
McMaster, I gave him general instructions and moved to the left. Here
I found the Twenty-third and Twenty-second driven back, but rallied
under Captains Durham and [M.] Hilton, respectively. Very soon the
Ihghteenth retired also, and from that time the fight was a retreating
OIK* until the enemy occupied the mountain and we were driven from
it.
General Eodes was at the same time forced back on my left. Captains Durham and Hilton and Adjutant DuBose were conspicuous in
*

Portion here omitted

is

printed in Series

I,

Vol. XII, Part II, pp. 629-632.
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their efforts to stay the retreat, but I am constrained to say that after
once falling back I cannot commend the behavior of the men. Some
two or three bravely faced the foe, but a general lack of discipline and
disregard for officers prevailed all around me. The Seventeenth and

most of the legion were on the right and not with me. The brigade
having reassembled on the turnpike, I threw out the legion on picket,
deployed along the skirt of woods on the mountain we had just left, and
reported to General D. R. Jones.
About li or 12 o’clock I received an order from General R. E. Lee to
send a small detachment back to the ground where I had fought, and
ascertain whether the enemy still occupied it or had retired. This duty
I intrusted to Lieutenant DuBose, then on picket.
Advancing to the
battle-ground, or nearly to it, the lieutenant left his men and moved on
alone.
In a few moments a shot was fired and a cry was heard, railing back some 100 yards, his men waited in vain for his return to them,
and two or three of the enemy having been seen, they returned to report the loss of their beloved leader. Whether that single shot proved
fatal or whether he is a prisoner I know not, but in him I have lost my
right arm, and the service as noble, as pure-minded, as fearless an officer
as ever battled for his country.
At the battle of Sharpsburg sickness, fatigue, and the casualties of
battle had reduced the brigade to a mere skeleton. Placed in position
just where the main road from Boonsborough enters the town on the
north, it acted as a support for different batteries on either side of the
road until Wednesday afternoon, when, the engagement having become
general, by order of General Evans, it was deployed as skirmishers to
meet those of the enemy. I was with the Twenty- third. Twenty-second,
and Eighteenth South Carolina Regiments on the left of the road, and,
seeing my men falling rapidly, while the enem 3^ was still advancing, I
was apprehensive of being flanked, and ordered them to fall back to a
stone wall in our rear. Perceiving that my retreat had left unsupported*
a section of Boyce’s artillery, which I had not before seen, I again resumed my position, and, bringing up Boyce’s batter^^, opened fire with
musketry and artillery upon a line of the enemy advancing on the right
of the road. The line was broken and driven back. Colonel Walker,
of Jenkins’ brigade, having sent for artillery, I ordered Captain Boyce
to his support.
It was now late in the evening, and, my men having
nearly exhausted their ammunition, I left general instructions and
sought the ordnance officer. Before I could get more ammunition my
men had fallen back, in accordance with instructions, and, finding them
scattering in town, I marched to the rear and bivouacked for the night.
The next morning, by order of General Evans, we assumed our position in front of the town, acting as a support to Captain Page’s artillery
until 10 o’clock at night, when we withdrew, according to instructions,
and crossed the Potomac. Two days after. General Evans took command of the brigade and I of my regiment.
During the engagement at Sharpsburg my men behaved well, obeyed
orders, and never gave back except at my command.
To this report you will please append my report on the case of

Major

Stewart, Twenty-second South Carolina Volunteers.*
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. F. STEVENS,
Colonel Holcombe Legion^ ISoiith Carolina Volunteers.

Capt. A. L. Evans,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
Not found.

:
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Ko. 259.
Beports of Capt. R. Boycc^ commanding Macbeth {South Carolina) Light
Artillery^ of the battle of Sharpsburg.

Camp neap Winchester,

Va.,

October 20, 18G2.

General In obedience to your order, I Lave the honor to make the
battery in the action on Sepfollowing- report of the part taken by
tember 17, at Sharpsburg, Md.
Early on the morning of the 17th I was ordered by Colonel Walton,
battery beyond the road north of
chief of artillery, to proceed with
the town of Sharpsburg, to occux)y a position to meet the enemy. On
reaching the vicinity of the position 1 supposed 1 should occupy, I found
no person to point it out to me. Colonel Stevens, of your brigade, placed
batme on the slope of the second hill from the road ; but, finding
tery could be of no service in this position, I was posted farther down,
Here, discovering that I was still .where I
in front of another battery.
could not see the enemy, 1 moved my battery through a corn-field immediately in front, and, on reaching the farther side of this field, I found
the whole line of battle, for at least a mile, extended before me. I placed
guns in battery in easy range of a portion of the line, but had to
wait for an opportunity to fire, as our own troops, engaging the enemy,
intervened. Shortly alter taking this position, General Lee sent me an
left almost
order to open fire on a battery which had formed on
beyond the range of my pieces. I fired on the battery, and, having it
enfiladed, soon forced it to slacken its fire and change its position.
I
:

my

my

,

my

my

my

then turned

my

guns upon a column of the enemy moving through a

The range, however,
corn-field, just to the left of the enemy’s battery.
I received an order at this tinie to
w^as too great to do much execution.
cease firing in that direction. After a protracted struggle immediately
in front of me, our infantry abandoned the field to overwhelming num]pattery was at this time thrown forward, by your order, into
bers.
an open field 200 or 300 yards in advance of its original iiosition. The
enemy then advanced through a corn-field to the field in which
battery had taken its position, showing a front of -several hundred yards in

My

my

and center, but partly concealed by the corn
on the left. The whole line of the enemy here was within canister range,
and I opened upon him a destructive fire, cutting down two of his flags
at the second or third discharge of the guns. The right and center soon
gave way and retired. The battery was then turned upon the left, which
held its position more obstinately. This portion of the line took shelter
in a ravine at the base of the hill from which I was firing, and it was
only with one or two guns that they could be reached. Having no support of infantry, and no other battery assisting me in resisting this large
body of the enemy, and being ex^iosed the whole time to a galling fire
from the enemy’s sharpshooters, after firing 70 rounds of canister and
some solid shot I was forced to retire from this hazardous position. I
retired, in order, to the corn-field from which I had advanced, changing
my direction soon after entering, so as to avoid the fire of a battery just
formed on the hill in rear of the enemy’s lines. After resting and refreshing my men, and sending some disabled pieces to the rear and
repacking my ammunition chests, I found I would only be able to manage two pieces on the field the remainder of the day.
extent, plainly on the right
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About 5 p. m. a heavy fire of musketry began on my right and rear.
immediately ordered out my two pieces, crossed over to the slope of
the bill lying in the direction of the town, and put my pieces in battery, commanding the crest of the two hills, to meet the enemy if he
should compel our forces to retire. Colonel Stevens advanced, at this
iuncture, with a few skirmishers to the crest of the hill, and, finding the
ground not occupied by the enemy immediately beyond, signaled me to
advance. I went forward and placed my guns on the hill within canister range of the enemy.
few shots soon drove him beyond the reach
of canister. I afterward used solid shot, cutting down his flag and driving him back. Having occupied this important position but a few minutes, an order came, from some source, for me to recross the road near the
place occupied by me when I received my first order in the morning to
go into the battle. I crossed over the road, as ordered, but could find
no one there to give me any information as to who gave the order or
what was required. This was late in the afternoon, and the battle soon
after ended.
I take great pleasure in remarking that my command, as a whole,
behaved with great coolness and gallantry.
My loss during the day was 2 killed (Sergt. Thomas E. Dawkins and
Private James Kogers, who fell while at their posts faithfully perform1

A

ing their duty), Privates Burr Miller and E. Shirley, mortally wounded,
and 15 others wounded, some severely and some slightly. Lieut. H.
E. Scaife was among the number wounded, and was compelled, though
reluctantly, to leave the field, from the effect of his injuries. Sergt. B.
T. Glenn continued to work his piece long after receiving a very severe
and painful wound, and left, at last, with much mortification.
1 lost 15 horses killed.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. BOYCE,
Captain Light Battery^ South Carolina Volunteers.
Brig. Gen. N. G.

Evans.

Camp near Winchester,

•

Va.,

October 20, 1852.

the battles in which my battery has been engaged,
viz, Lieuts. B. A. Jeter, S. W. Porter,
H. F. Scaife, and Wiliiam Munro,have done their duty promptly, bravely,
and skillfully. The latter-named gentleman was dangerously wounded
at Rappahannock Station, and has not been in any of the battles since
that time. The non-commissioned officers Sergts. B. T. Glenn, William
1). Humphries, James Bunch, and J. K. Young; Corporals Rutland,
Byrd, Watts, and Schartle and Privates O. T. Scaife, Charles Garner,
Ciiarles [A.] Hodges, Preston Shirley, John W. Simpson, E. [D.] Gondelock, Alexander Sim, L. H. Sims, Willis Willard, R. F. Peek, John Gossett, and R. M. Franklin have distinguished themselves for gallantry in
the various engagements in which they have participated.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. BOYCE,
Captain Light Battery.

General

:

In

all

the officers under

my command,

—

—

Brig. Gen. H. G.

Evans.

—
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No. 260.
Report of

Col. F. W. McMaster, Seventeenth South Carolina Infantry,
the hattles of Boonshorough and Sharpsburg.

Gamp near Winchester,

of

Va.,

October 20, 1862.
Sir In obedience to your orders to report the action of the Seventeenth Kegiment South Carolina Volunteers, in the battles in which it
bas been engaged since it came to Virginia, I have the honor to report:*

#*##***
:

BOONSBOROUGH.
Sunday evening, September 14, about 4 o’clock, after a most fatiguing march, under which some of our men broke down, the brigade took
position on the slope of a mountain on the east side of the turnpike.
Soon after we had halted, the enemy advanced upon us in overwhelming
numbers. After fighting for about an hour, and after the other regiments of the brigade had broken and retired, and we were about being
flanked by the enemy, I ordered my regiment to retire, firing. After we
began the retreat, we were so unfortunate as to lose our gallant lieutenant-colonel (K. S. Means), who was shot through the thigh. I detailed
four men to bear him off, but he magnanimously refused to allow them
to make the effort, as the enemy was in a short distance of him and still
advancing.
I succeeded in forming a new line of battle, on a knoll about 300 yards
in rear of the first line, but was soon flanked by the enemy and compelled to retire. I brought off' with me 36 men, rank and file, in order.
1 was soon ordered by Major Sorrel to form on the left of General Jenkins’ brigade^ but before we were able to do so night overtook us, and,
under the order of General Evans, we retired to the turnpike.
In this battle we had engaged
Officers

Rank and

file

10
131

and ambulance corps

Total

141

[The following were the casualties

:]

N umber of killed
•

Number
Number
Number

7
13
24
17

of severely wounded
of slightly wounded
of missing
•

Total

61

SHARPSBURG.
Tuesday, September 16, we were subjected to a severe shelling at
Sliarpsburg, and lost 1 man killed and 6 wounded.
In the afternoon, by order of Colonel Stevens, I took my regiment
and the Holcombe Legion, in all about 100 men, and moved forward
about half a mile to support the skirmishers of Jenkins’ brigade and of
a Georgia regiment.
About 1 o’clock Wednesday, September 17, the skirmishers were
driven in, and, with the assistance of Captain [H. D. D.] Twiggs (a
most noble and gallant officer), of the First Georgia Eegiment, I suc*
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ceeded iu rallying 40 or 50 of the skirmishers, and formed them on my
In a short time 1 was informed by a lieutenant of a Louisiana artillery company that a battery of the enemy had proved quite destructive
to his battery, and that he would be forced to discontinue firing unless
it was silenced.
I immediately sent out about 25 volunteers, who
silenced the battery of the enemy for some time.
About 3 p. m. a brigade of the enemy flanked my command on the
right, and, after firing a few moments, the Holcombe Legion and a few
of the Seventeenth Eegiment, in spite of my eflbrts, broke and ran. I
then ordered the remainder of my command to retire to an apple orchard,
about 200 yards in rear, where, with 40 or 50 men, made up mostly of
my regiment and a few Georgians and Palmetto Sharpshooters, I fought
the enemy for half an hour or more. Being flanked on both sides, I
retired to a stone house adjoining, which I converted into a fort, and
fought for some time, until Drayton’s brigade, on the right, and Jenkins’ brigade, on the left, had completely abandoned the ground, and
the enemy had almost entirely surrounded my little band. When resistance on our part was entirely futile, I gave the order to retreat, and the
enemy entered the house and took Captain Twiggs and 10 of my men
prisoners in three minutes after I left.
The number of men of the Seventeenth Eegiment engaged on Wednesday was as follows
left.

Officers

Rank aud

6
file

and ambulance corps

53

Total

59

[The following were the casualties
Number of killed
Number of severely wounded
Number of slij^btly wounded
Number of missing

:]

4
4
8
3

Total (Tuesday and Wednesday)

19

After I retreated to Sharpsbiirg it was near night, and I could not
assemble my men in sufficient numbers to do any good. As an evidence of the work we did this day, some of the men shot as high as 60
rounds.
this report are exhibits* giving the names of the men
the battles of Manassas, Boonsborough, and Sharpsbiirg
also lists* of the killed, wounded, and missing.
Eespectfully submitted.
P. W. McMASTEE,
Colonel Seventeenth Regiment South Carolina Volunteers.
General N. G. Evans.

Accompanyiug

engaged

in

1^0. 261.

Reports of Col. W. H. Wallace., Eighteenth South Carolina Infantry., of
the haitles of Boonsborough and Sharpsburg.

Camp near Winchester, Ya.,
October 21, 1862.

In pursuance of orders from brigade headquarters, I have
the honor to report that on September 14, while a battle was being fought

Captain

:

Not found.

:
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between tlie Confederate forces and the enemy on South Mountain, near
Boonsborouj^h, in Maryland, the Eighteenth South Carolina Yolunteers
was placed in position on the left of the turnpike road crossing the
inountain from Boonsborough, and near and just beyond the summit of
the mountain. Skirmishers were in front of ns engaging the enemy, and
wwe slowly retiring toward our line. General Bodes’ brigade, some
distance to our left, being hard pressed by the enemy, we were, at this
juncture, ordered to its support. When the Eighteenth South Carolina
Volunteers arrived near the right of this brigade, it was discovered to
be retiring. Under orders from Colonel Stevens, commanding the brigade, the Eighteenth was then ordered to change front forward on first
company and advance, with the view of taking a column of the enemy
in flank which was advancing upon the point first occupied by the Eightsharp engageeenth, and which it had left to go to Bodes’ support.
mept ensued, when, a heavy column of the enemy appearing upon our
left flank, and the enemy, continuing to press upon Bodes’ brigade,
were gaining ground toward our rear, the Eighteenth was ordered to
face back toward the top of the mountain and form on the right of the
Twenty-second South Carolina Volunteers. The enemy advancing, we
engaged them in this position until, the troops upon the left gi\ ing away,
the enemy gained a point from which they enfiladed us again. Whereupon the regiment fell back to the turnpike, where it remained until the
march to Sharpsburg began.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully,

A

W. H.

WALLACE,

Colonel Eighteenth South Carolina Volunteers.

Captain [A.

L.]

Evans.

Camp near Winchester,

Va.,
October 17, 18C2.

Captain In obedience to orders from brigade headquarters to regimental commanders to report the operations of their regiments in the
battle of Sharpsburg, I respectfully report
On the morning of September 17, at daylight, the Eighteenth Begiment South Carolina Volunteers, under my command, was placed by
Colonel Stevens, acting brigadier-general, in a position immediately in
front of Sharpsburg and to the left of the turnpike leading from Sharpsburg to Antietam Creek, and constituting the extreme left of MajorGeneral Longstreet’s corps. Here the regiment remained in supporting
distance of a succession of batteries that occupied two hills in its front,
and subjected to a heavy fire of shells and shot from the batteries of the
enemy until afternoon. Although the men were, to a great extent, sheltered from the fire of the enemy by the brow of the hill below wiiich
they were lying, yet several were wounded in this position.
As well as I could judge, about 2 o’clock in the afternoon. Colonel
Stevens (acting brigadier-general), being under the impression that a
charge was being attempted by the enemy upon a battery in position on
the second hill, immediately in our front, ordered the regiment forward
to repel the charge.
The regiment moved rapidly by the left flank
around the hill upon which they had been lying, and, while ascending
the hill upon which the battery was placed that was being charged,
formed in line of battle and advanced to the battery, when it was discovered that the battery had succeeded in defending itself and had
driven off the enemy. The regiment then took position close to and
immediately upon the left flank of the battery in the edge of a corn-field
:
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After occupying this position but a short time, and the battery having retired under orders from Colonel Stevens, the regiment was deployed as
skirmishers, and advanced over the hill to repel the advance of a heavy
body of skirmishers thrown forward by the enemy. Our direction of
advance was tovrard the turnpike leading from Sharpsburg toward the
bridge across Antietam Creek, and by a rapid movement we gained a rail
fence running nearlj^ parallel with the turnpike. This position we held
against a very largely superior force of the enemy for a considerable
time, when Colonel Stevens, who was upon the left of our line, seeing
the left was beginning to suffer severely, ordered the whole line to retreat to a stone fence some distance in our rear and upon theroad running
in a northwesterly direction from Sharpsburg.
This retreat was accomplished under a sharp fire of musketry and artillery, from which the
regiment sustained some damage. Almost immediately the regiment was
reduced to a handful of men was reformed and taken back to the position
from whicli it had been ordered to retreat, and, by the aid of Captain
Boyce’s battery, held the position until night put an end to the contest.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully^, vour obedient servant,
;

WALLACE,

W"; II.
Colonel Eighteenth South Carolina Volunteers.

Captain [A. L.] Evans.

Ko. 262.
Report of Maj. M.

Hilton.,
the battles of

Twenty -second South Carolina Eifantry., of
Boonsborough and Sharpsburg.

Near Winchester,

Va.,

October 15, 1862.
Captain r In obedience to orders, I herewith give you as correct an
account as can possibly bo given of the part the Twenty-second South
Carolina Volunteers assumed in the engagements during the months of
August and September, commencing at the Eappahannock Eiver on
August 23 ; also at South Mountain, or Boonsborough, Md., and in the
vicinity of Sharpsburg, Md., from September 15 to 18.*

*******
BATTLE OF BOONSBOROUGH (OR SOUTH MOUNTAIN).

[On September 14] the regiment marched from Hagerstown, Md. (Lieut.
Col. Thomas C. Watkins'in command), to South MouiEain ; reached there
about 4 p. m. Found General D. H. Hill’s division on the right of the
road, engaging the enemy. This regiment was ordered to the left of the

and marched around the mountain, then filed by left across the
mountain, then by right flank forward, when we came in contact with the
enemy and immediately opened on them, the enemy occupying a very
favorable position against us. After engaging them for about half an
hour, we were ordered to fall back, which we did some 30 yards, though
in some confusion, Lieut. Col. T. C. Watkins calling to the men to rally
While thus exposing himself, and,
to their colors and fall into line.
having succeeded in forming the regiment inline of battle, befell, struck
by a musket-ball in the head. Thus fell a brave and skillful oflicer at
the head of his command, encouraging and rallying his men with the
last breath of life. This misfortune caused the regiment to fall into conroad,

*
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I then assumed the command, rallying the regiment three times,
but the i)ressure from the enemy was such that it was im])ossil)le to hold
our positions, and finally fell back to the main road leading to Coonsborough, and there formed under the cover of a fence, Avhere we remained
until ordered to fall back on Sharpsburg, it now being night.^
fusion.

BATTLE OF SHARPSBURG.
After falling back from Boonsborough, on Monday (15th) reached
by 10 a. m. on main road leading
from Boonsborough to Sharpsburg. During this day the princiiial
services performed by the regiment was to support Captain Boyce’s battery of light artillery, and other batteries.
The only casualty was Lieut. K. B. Hughes, Company A, wounded on
the right hip by a fragment of a shell.
On Tuesday, the 16th, the regiment held the same position as on the
15th, its services being the same during the day. At night the regiment
went on picket service in front of our batteries. During the day L. P.
Gordon, private. Company E, was wounded by a fragment of a shell on
the right thigh. The regiment acted as skirmishers up to Wednesday
evening, the 18th during most of the time was between the fires of our
own and the enemy’s batteries, and exposed to the heavy and continuous
shelling of the enemy. At one time the enemy advanced their batteries,
and our pickets fell back, but our own batteries played on the enemy
with such effect that they were forced to retire. Our regiment then resumed its old position until about 4 p. m., when the enemy again advanced with large brigades. I ordered the pickets to fire and fall back
on the Eighteenth and Twenty-third South Carolina Kegiments, whi(;h
was done, and the engagement became general. After night set in and
onr ammunition had given out, we fell back beyond Sharpsburg, for rest
and refreshment.
Next day, Thursday, the 18th, marched back to the battle-field and
occupied the position we held the day before, and remained, skirmishing
with the enemy, until night. About 10 p. m. was ordered to draw in my
pickets, which was done, and about 11 p. m. rejoined the brigade near
the Potomac Kiver.
Shariisburg, and formed line of battle

;

Very

respectfully,

M. HILTON,

^

Maj., Corndg. Twenty%econd Regiment South Carolina Vols,

Capt. A. L. Evans,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Evans’ Brigade.

No. 263.
Reports of Capt. 8. A. Durham^ Twenty-third South Carolina Infantry of
the battles of Boonsborough and Sharpsburg.
j

October

16, 1862.

General By

order of Col. P. E. Stevens, commanding brigade at
Boonsborough, Md., on September 14, the Twenty-third Eegiment, of
which I was in command, took position on the left of the brigade.
were carried into action left in front, which threw our right niion the
:

We

*

Nominal list of casualties reports 1 officer (Lieut. E.
and 51 men wounded, and 4 men missing.

G officers

J.

Calvert) and 9

men

killed,
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a small road leading from the main turnpike, the left extending
along the summit of the mountain.
were ordered to advance down
the mountain, and did so for some distance. We then formed line of
battle.
At this point we were met by our pickets, who were retiring,
the enemy advancing in force. I ordered the regiment to lie down.
The enemy still advancing, we opened fire upon them. Our position
Avas held until the enemy, in heavy force, both upon our extreme left and
in front, were rapidly advancing and quite near.
As the regiment was
left entirely unsupported at that time, I ordered them to fall back, and
we then formed upon the Twenty-second South Carolina. The enemy
were still advancing and were attempting to flank us upon the left, and
would probably have succeeded but for the timely support of some of our
We then held our position until we
forces, who appeared upon the left.
Avere again left unsupported, and, the enemy still advancing in heavy
force, I then ordered the regiment to retire a short distance, where I
was met by General Eodes, who ordered me to form the regiment and
hold my position. I did so, when Colonel Stevens, coming up, ordered
me to form on the left of the Sixth Alabama Eegiment, Colonel Gordon
commanding, and to folloAV that regiment. I fell back Avith Colonel
Gordon to the foot of the mountain, and then formed line of battle and
remained in that position until after dark, when we were ordered to
left of

We

retire.

The oflicers and men behaved with great gallantry, and it gives me
pleasure to state that they were perfectly cool under fire and did their
duty nobly.
Subjoined I respectfully submit a statement of the killed, Avounded,
and missing.*
Yours, respectfully,
S.

Captain Company

JI,

Evans,
Commanding Brigade^ South Carolina

A.

DUEHAM,

Commanding Regiment,

Brig. Gen. E. G.

Volunteers.

October

16, 1862.

Sharpsburg, on September 15 and 16, our regiment
was under fire, Avhich on the 16th was quite heavy. We were not, hoAvever, called into action until Wednesday, the 17th, when the regiment
was deployed as skirmishers and advanced to within 100 yards of the
enemy’s pickets, where we held our position until all of the ammunition
had been exhausted, when we were ordered to retire by Colonel Stevens,

General At
:

who was

command

of the brigade.
in the fight of Sunday, the l^th, I was not able
to command the regiment the whole of Wednesday, and left it in charge
of Lieut. E. E. White.
So far as I can learn, the officers and men reflected great credit upon
their native State.
Subjoined will be found a list of the casual ties.t
in

Having been wounded

Yours, respectfully,
S.

A.

DUEHAM,

Captain Company H, Commanding Eegiment.

Evans,
Commanding Brigade, South Carolina

Brig. Gen. E. G.
^
t

List reports 4
List reports G

men
men

killed, 1 officer
killed, 1 officer

Volunteers.

and 15 men wounded, and 4 men missing,
and 5 men wounded, and 1 man missing.
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No. 264.
Reports of Lieut. Gen. Thomas J. Jackson., G. S. Army., commanding Army
Corps., of operations September 5-27.

Near Halltown,
September 14, 1862

—8.15 p.

ni.

Colonel Through God’s blessing, the advance, which commenced
this evening, has been successful thus far, and I look to Him for complete success to-morrow. The advance has been directed to be resumed
at dawn to-morrow morning. I am thankful that our loss has been small.
Your dispatch respecting the movements of the enemy and tlie importance of concentration has been received. Can you not connect the
headquarters of the army, by signal, with General McLaws?
:

'

Eespectfully,
T. J.

JACKSON,
Major- General.

Col. K.

H. Chilton.

Near

8 a. m., September 15, 1862.

General: Through God’s blessing, Harper’s Ferry and its garrison
As Hill’s troops have borne the heaviest part
in the engagement, he will be left in command until the prisoners and
are to be surrendered.

property shall be disposed of, unless you direct otherwise. The
other forces can move off this evening so soon as they get their rations.
To what point shall they move? I write at this time in order that you
may be apprised of the condition of things. You may expect to hear
from me again to-day after I get more information respecting the number of prisoners, &c.
Eespectfully,

l)ublic

T. J.

JACKSON,
Major- General.

General E. E. Lee.

Headquarters Valley District,
September 16, 1862.

Colonel Yesterday God crowned our army with another
:

brilliant

success in the surrender at Harper’s Ferry of Brigadier-General White
and 11,000 troops, an equal number of small arms, 73 pieces of artillery,
and about 200 wagons. In addition to other stores, there is a large
amount of camp and garrison equipage. Our loss was very small. The
meritorious conduct of officers and men will be mentioned in a more

extended report.
I am, colonel, your obedient servant,
T. J.

JACKSON,
Major-General.

Col. E.

H. Chilton,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

—

1\ S. The stores will be takeh x^ossession of by my chief staff officer,
with instructions to turn them over to yours. Please direct your chief
(juartermaster and chief of ordnance to come and receive them, or else

:
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give iiistructioDS wbat disposition to make of them. I understand there
are only about two days’ rations. If this be the case I will give them
to the i)risouers.
Eespectfully,
T. J.

JACKSON,
Major-General.

P. S.

— It

Maryland
cei)t them

is

said that two regiments escaped up the Potomac on the
from the Perry. Cannot your cavalry inter-

side, last night,
?

Headquarters of Lieutenant-General Ewell,

—

Major

July
1863.
herewith forward to you the last of General Jackson’s ofii
I found the two missing pages, and had the whole re-

I
cial reports.
:

,

copied.*
will now oblige me by having my resignation approved by GenLee and forwarded to the Secretary of War.
I am, trulv yours,

You
eral

CHAS.

J.

FAULKNER.

[Inclosure.]

Hdqrs. Second Corps,

Army

of Northern Virginia,
April 23, 1863.

General

have the honor herewith to submit a report of the operations of my command from September 5 to 27, 1862, embracing the
capture of Harper’s Ferry, the engagement at Shepherdstown, and so
much of the battle of Sharpsburg as was fought by the troops under
:

I

my command

My command comprised A. P. Hill’s division, consisting of the brigades of Branch, Gregg, Field (Colonel Brockenbrough commanding),
Pender, Archer, and Colonel Thomas, with the batteries of the division
under Lieut. Col. R. L. Walker ; Ewell’s division, under Brigadier-General Lawton, consisting of the brigades of Early, Hays (Colonel Strong),
Trimble (Colonel Walker), and Lawton (Colonel Douglass), with the
artillery under Major [A. R.] Courtney, and Jackson’s division, under
Brigadier-General Starke, consisting of the brigades of Winder (Colonel Grigsby), Jones (Col. B. T. Johnson), Taliaferro (Colonel Warren),
and Starke (Colonel Stafford), with the artillery under Major Shumaker,
chief of artillery.
On Sex)tember 5 my command crossed the Potomac at White’s Ford,
and bivouacked that night near the Three Springs, in the State of Maryland. Not having any cavalry with me except the Black Horse, under
Captain Randolph,! directed him, after crossing the Potomac, to take
part of his company and scout to the right, in order to avoid a surprise
of the column from that direction. For the thorough and efficient manner in which this duty was discharged, and for the valuable service
rendered generally while attached to my headquarters, I desire to make
special mention of this company and its officers. Captain Randolph
and Lieutenants Payne, Tyle, and Smith, who frequently transmitted
orders in the absence of staff officers.
The next day we arrived in the vicinity of Frederick City. Jackson’s division encam])ed near its suburbs, excejit the brigade of General
*

See Morrison’s

September

3,

Series

letter,
I,

transmitting Jackson’s report of ox^erations August 15 to
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(Col. Bradley T. JoLiison commanding), which was posted in the
city as a provost guard. Ewell’s and Hill’s divisions occupied positions

Jones

near the railroad bridge over the Monocacy, guarding the approaches
from AVashington City.
In obedience to instructions from the commanding general, and for
the purpose of capturing the Federal forces and stores then at Martinsburg and Harper’s Ferry, my command left the vicinity of Frederick
City on the 10th, and, passing ^’apidly through Middletown, Boonsborough, and Williamsport, recrossed the Potomac into Virginia, at
Light’s Ford, on the 11th. General Hill moved with his division on the
turnpike direct from Williamsport to Martinsburg. The divisions of
Jackson and Ewell proceeded toward the IS'orth Mountain Depot, on
the Baltimore and Ohio Eailroad, about 7 miles northwest of Martinsburg. They bivouacked that night in the vicinity of the depot. In
order to prevent the Federal forces then at Martinsburg from escaping
westward unobserved. Major Myers, commanding the cavalry, sent part
of his troops as far south as the Berkeley and Hampshire turnpike.
Brigadier-General AA^hite, who was in command of the Federal forces
at Martinsburg, becoming advised of our approach, evacuated the place
on the night of the 11th and retreated to Harper’s Ferry.
On the morning of the 12th our cavalry entered the town, as, in the
course of the day, did the main body of my command. At this i)oint,
abandoned quartermaster’s, commissary, and ordnance stores fell into
our hands.
Proceeding thence toward Harper’s Ferry, about 11 o’clock on the
following morning (13th), the head of our column came in view of the
enemy drawn up in force upon Bolivar Heights. General Hill, who
was in the advance, went into camp near Halltown, about 2 miles from
the enemy’s position.
The two oth-er divisions encamped near by.
The commanding general having directed Major-General McLaws to
move, with his own and General E. H. Anderson’s divisions, to take
])ossession of the Maryland Heights, overlooking Harper’s Ferry, and
Brig. Gen. J. G. Walker, pursuing a difterent route, to cross the Potomac
and move up that river on the Virginia side and occupy the Loudoun
Heights, both for the purpose of co-operating with me, it became necessary, before making the attack, to ascertain whether they were in position.
Failing to learn the fact by signals, a courier was dispatched to each of
those points for the required information. During the night the courier
to the Loudoun Heights returned with a message from General Walker
that he was in position. In the mean time General McLaws had attacked
tlie Federal force posted to defend the Maryland Heights
had routed
it and taken possession of that commanding position.
The Potomac
Elver flowed between the positions respectively occupied by General
AIcLaws and myself, and the Shenandoah separated me from General
Walker, and it became advisable, as the speediest mode of communication, to resort to signals.
Before the necessary orders were thus
transmitted the day was far advanced.
The enemy had, by fortifications, strengthened the naturally strong position which he occupied
along Bolivar Heights, extending from near the Shenandoah to the Potomac. McLaws and Walker, being thus separated from the enemy by
intervening rivers, could afford no assistance beyond the fire of their
artillery and guarding certain avenues of escape to the enemy, and,
Ifom the reports received from them by signals, in consequence of the
distance and range of their guns, not much could be expected from their
artillery so long as the enemy retained his advanced position on Bolivar
Heights.
;

954

OPERATIONS IN

N. VA.,

W. VA

,

MD.,

AND

PA.

[Chap.

XXXI-

In the afternoon General Hill was ordered to move along the left
bank of the Shenandoah, turn the enemy^s left, and enter Harpers Ferry.
General Lawton, commanding EwelPs division, was directed to move
along the turnpike for the purpose of supporting General Hill and of
otherwise operating against the enemy to his left. General J. K. Jones,
commanding Jackson’s division, was directed, with one of his brigades
and a battery of artillery, to make a demonstration against the enemy’s
right, while the remaining part of his command, as a reserve, moved
along the turnpike. Major [T. B.] Massie (Twelfth Virginia Cavalry),
commanding the cavalry, was directed to keep upon our left flank, for
the purpose of preventing the enemy from escaping. Brigadier-General
Walker guarded against an escape across the Shenandoah Kiver. Fearing lest the enemy should attempt to escape across the Potomac, by
means of signals I called the attention of Major-Generid McLaws, commanding on Maryland Heights, to the propriety of guarding against
such an attempt. The demonstration on the left against the enemy’s
right was made by Winder’s brigade, Colonel Grigsby commanding. It
was ordered to secure a commanding hill to the left of the heights near
the Potomac. Promptly dispersing some cavalry, this eminence, from
which the batteries of Poague and Carpenter subsequently did such
admirable execution, was secured without difficulty. In execution of
the orders given Major-General Hill, he moved obliquely to the right
until he struck the Shenandoah River.
Observing an eminence crowning the extreme left of the enemy’s line occupied by infantry, but without artillery, and protected only by an abatis of fallen timber, Pender,
Archer, and Brockenbrough were directed to gain the crest of that hill,
while Branch and Gregg were directed to march along the river and
during the night to take advantage of the ravines cutting the precipitous
banks of the river and establish themselves on the plain to the left and
rear of the enemy’s works. Thomas followed as a reserve. The execution of the first movement was intrusted to Brigadier-General Pender,
who accomplished it with slight resistance, and during the night Lieutenant-Colonel Walker, chief of artillery of Hill’s division, brought up
the batteries cf Captains Pegram, McIntosh, Davidson, Braxton, and
Crenshaw, and established them upon the position thus gained. Branch
and Gregg also gained the positions indicated for them, and day-break
found them in rear of the enemy’s line of defense.
As directed, Brigadier-General Lawton, commanding Ewell’s division,
moved on the turnpike in three columns, one on the road and another
on each side of it, until he reached Halltown, when he formed line of
battle and advanced to the woods on School-House Hill. The division
laid on their arms during the night, Lawton and Trimble being in line
on the right of the road and Hays on the left, with Early immediately in
his rear.

During the night, Colonel Crutchfield, my chief of artillery, crossed
teu guns of Ewell’s division over the Shenandoah and established them
on its right bank, so as to enfilade the enemy’s position on Bolivar
Heights and take his nearest and most formidable fortifications in reverse.
The other batteries of Ewell’s division were placed in position on SchoolHouse Hill, on each side of the road.
At dawn, September 15, General Lawton advanced his division to the
front of the woods. Lawton’s brigade. Colonel Douglass commanding,
moved b 3^ flank to the bottom between School-House Hill and Bolivar
Heights, to support the advance of Major-General Hill. Lieutenant-Colonel Walker opened a rapid enfilade fire from all his batteries at about
1,000 yards range. The batteries on School-House Hill attacked the
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cnemy\s lines in front. In a short time the guns of Captains Brown, [A.
W.] Garber,* Latimer, and Dement, under the direction of Colonel Crutc^liThe batteries of Poague and Carpenter
field, opened from the rear.
oi)ened lire upon the enemy^s right. The artillery ui)on the Loudoun
Heights, of Brigadier-General [John G.] Walker’s command, under (^aj)tain [Thomas B.] French, which had silenced the enemy’s artillery near
the su])erintendent’s house on the preceding afternoon, again oi)ened
upon Harper’s Ferry, and also some guns of Major-General McLaws from
the Maryland Heights. In an hour the enemy’s fire seemed to be silenced,
and the batteries of General Hill were ordered to cease their fire,whicli
was the signal for storming the works. General Pender had commenced
his advance, when, the enemy again opening, Pegram and Crenshaw
moved forward their batteries and poured a rapid fire into the enemy.
The white flag was now displayed, and shortly afterward BrigadierGeneral White (the commanding officer. Col. D. S. Miles, having been
mortally wounded), with a garrison of about 11,000 men, surrendered
as prisoners of war. Under this capitulation we took possession of 73
pieces of artillery,

some 13,000 small-arms, and other

stores.

Liberal

terms were granted to General White and the officers under his command in the surrender, which, I regret to say, do not seem, from subsequent events, to have been properly appreciated by their Government.
Leaving General Hill to receive the surrender of the Federal troops and
take the requisite steps for securing the captured stores, I moved, in
obedience to orders from the commanding general, to rejoin him in Maryland with the remaining divisions of my command. By a severe night’s
march we reached the vicinity of Sharj)sburg on the morning of the 16th.
By direction of the commanding general, 1 advanced on the enemy,
leaving Sharpsburg to the right, and took position to the left of General
Longstreet, near a Dunkard church, Ewell’s division (General Lawton
commanding) forming the right, and Jackson’s division (General J. K.
Jones commanding) forming the left of my command. Major-General
Stuart, with the cavalry, was on my left. Jackson’s division (General
Jones commanding) was formed partly in an open field and partly
in the woods, with its right resting upon the Sharpsburg and Hagerstown turnpike Winder’s and Jones’ brigades being in front, and Taliaferro’s and Starke’s brigades a short distance in their rear, and Poague’s
battery on a knoll in front. Ewell’s division followed that of Jackson
to the woods on the left of the road near the church. Early’s brigade
was then formed on the left of the line of Jackson’s division, to guard
its flank, and Hays’ brigade was formed in its rear.
Lawton’s and
Trimble’s brigades remained during the evening with arms stacked near
battery of the enemy, some 500 yards to the front of
the church.
Jackson’s division, opening fire upon a battery to the right, was silenced
in twenty minutes by a rapid and well-directed fire from Poague’s batOther batteries of the enemy opened soon after upon our lines,
tery.
and the firing continued until after dark.
About 10 p. m. Lawton’s and Trimble’s brigades advanced to the front
to relieve the command of Brigadier-General Hood, on the left of Maj.
Gen. I). H. Hill, which had been more or less engaged during the evening.
Trimble’s brigade was posted on the right, next to Pipley’s, of D.
H. Hill’s division, and Lawton’s on the left.
The troops slept that night upon their arms, disturbed by the occasional fire of the pickets of the two armies, who were in close proximity
to each other.
;

A

Lieut. A.

W.

Garber,

commanding Staunton

Artillery.
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At the first dawn of day skirmishing' commenced in front, and in a
short time the Federal batteries, so posted on the opposite side of the
Antietam as to enlilade my line, opened a severe and damaging hre. This
was vigorously replied to by the batteries of Poagne, Car])enter, Brockenbrongh, Paine, Oaskie, and Wooding.
About sunrise the Federal infantry advanced in heavy force to the
edge of the wood on the eastern side of the turnpike, driving in our
skirmishers. Batteries were opened in front from the wood with shell
and canister, and our troops became exposed for near an hour to a terGeneral Jones having been
rific storm of shell, canister, and musketry.
compelled to leave the field, the command of Jacksoifs division devolved upon General Starke. With heroic spirit our lines advanced to
the conflict, and maintained their position, in the face of superior numbers, with stubborn resolution, sometimes driving the enemy before them
and sometimes compelled to fall back before their well-sustaiued and
destructive fire. Fresh troops from time to time relieved the enemy’s
ranks, and the carnage on both sides was terrific.
At this early hour General Starke was killed. Colonel Douglass, commanding Lawton’s brigade, was also killed. General Lawton, commanding division, and Colonel Walker, commanding brigade, were severely
wounded. More than half of the brigades of Lawton and Hays were
either killed or wounded, and more than a third of Trimble’s, and all
the regimental commanders in those brigades, except two, were killed
or wounded. Thinned in their ranks and exhausted of their ammunition, Jackson’s division and the brigades of Lawton, Hays, and Trimble
retired to the rear, and Hood, of Longstreet’s command, again took the
position from which he had been before relieved.
In the mean time General Stuart moved his artillery to a position
nearer to the main command, and more in our rear. Early, being now
directed, in consequence of the disability of General Lawton, to take
command of Ewell’s division, returned with his brigade (with the exception of the Thirteenth Virginia Eegiment, which remained with General
Stuart) to the piece of wood where he had left the other brigades of his
division when he was separated from them. Here he found that the
enemy had advanced his infantry near the wood in which was the Dunkard church, and had planted a battery across the turnpike near the edge
of the wood and an open field, and that the brigades of Lawton, Hays,
and Trimble had fallen back some distance to the rear. Finding here
Colonels Grigsby and Stafford, with a portion of Jackson’s division,
which formed on his left, he determined to maintain his position there if
re-enforcements could be sent to his support, of which he was promptly
assured. Colonel Grigsby, with his small command, kept in check the
advance of the enemy on the left flank, while General Early attacked
with great vigor and gallantry the column on his right and front. The
force in front was giving way under this attack when another heavy
column of Federal troops were seen moving across the plateau on his
By this time the expected re- enforcements (consisting of
left dank.
Semmes’ and Anderson’s brigades and a part of Barksdale’s, of McLaw s’
division) arrived, and the whole, including Grigsby’s command, now
united, charged upon the enemy, checking his advance, then driving
him back with great slaughter entirely from and beyond the wood, and
gaining possession of our original position. Ho further advance, beyond
demonstrations, was made by the enemy on the left.
In the afternoon, in obedience to instructions from the commanding
general, I moved to the left with a view of turning the Federal right,
but I found his numerous artillery so judiciously established in their
front .and extending so near to the Potomac, which here makes a re-
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markable bend, as will be seen by reference to tbe map* berewith
annexed, as to render it inexpedient to hazard the attempt.
In this movement Major-General Stuart had the advance and acted
his part well. This officer rendered valuable service throughout the
day. His bold use of artillery secured for us an important position,
which, had the enemy possessed, might have commanded our left.
At the close of the day my troops held the ground which they had
occupied in the morning. The next day we remained in jiosition awaiting another attack. The enemy continued in heavy force west of the
Antietam, on our left, but made no further movement to the attack.
I refer you to the report of Maj. Gen. A. P. Hill for the operations of
his command in the battle of Sharpsburg. Arriving upon the battlefield from Harper’s Ferry at 2.30 o’clock of the 17th, he reported to the
commanding general, ^nd was by him directed to take position on the
right.
I have not embraced the movements of his division nor his killed

and wounded of that action in my report.
Early on the morning of the 19th we recrossed the Potomac Kiver
into Virginia near Shepherdstown. The j)romptitude and success with
which this movement was effected reflects the highest credit upon the
skill and energy of Major Harman, chief quartermaster.
In the evening the command moved on the road leading to Martinsburg, except
Lawton’s (Colonel Lamar, of the Sixty-first Georgia, commanding),
which was left on the Potomac Heights.
On the same day the enemy appeared in considerable force on the
northern side of the Potomac, and commenced jjlanting heavy batteries
on its heights. In the evening the Federals commenced crossing under
the protection of their guns, driving off* Lawton’s brigade and General
Pendleton’s artillery.
By morning a considerable force had crossed
over. Orders were dispatched to Generals Early and Hill, who had advanced some 4 miles on the Martinsburg.road, to return and drive back
the enemy. General Hill, who was in the advance, as he approached
the town formed his line of battle in two lines, the first composed of
the brigades of Pender, Gregg, and Thomas, under command of General Gregg, and the second of Lane’s, Archer’s, and Brockenbrough’s
brigades, under command of General Archer. General Early, with the
brigades of Early, Trimble, and Hays, took position in the wood on the
right and left of the road leading to the ford. The Federal infantry
lined the high banks of the Virginia shore, while their artillery, formi
dable in numbers and weight of metal, crowned the opposite heights of
the Potomac. General Hill’s division advanced with great gallantry
against the Federal infantry in the face of a continued discharge of shot
shell from their batteries.
The Federals, massing in front of Pender, poured a heavy fire into his ranks, and then extended with a view
to turn his left. Archer promptly formed on Pender’s left, when a simultaneous charge was made, which drove the enemy into the river, followed by an appalling scene of the destruction of human life ; 200 prisoners were taken. This position on the bank of the river we continued
to hold that day, although exposed to the enemy’s guns and within range
of his sharpshooters, posted near the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. Our
infantry remained at the river until relieved by cavalry, under General
Fitzhugh Lee.
On the evening of the 20th the command moved from Shepherdstown
and encamped near the Oi)equon, in the vicinity of Martinsburg.
remained near Martinsburg until the 27th, when we moved to Bunker
Hill, in the county of Berkeley.

and

We

Not found.

—
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The official lists of casualties of my command during the period embraced in this report will show that we sustained a loss of 38 officers
killed, 171 wounded
of 313 non-commissioned officers and privates
killed, 1,859 wounded, and 57 missing, making a total loss of 2,438
killed, wounded, and missing.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
;

T. J. JACKSON,
Lieutenant- General.

General E. E. Lee.
No. 265.
Report of Gapt. J. L.

Bartlett., Signal Officer., C. S. Army., of operations
about Karper^’s Ferry., W. Ya.

Sunday, September

14, 1862.

My signal-flag

was up at daylight, and my glass bearing on Loudoun
Heights after sunrise. Major Paxton sent the following: ‘‘Artillery
coming up the road to be repaired.^^ Before delivering this message I
asked “What artillery and what road?” Major Paxton answered
“ lAalkePs, and up mountains.” About 10 a. m. comes another dispatch
from Loudoun Heights: “Walker has his six rifle pieces in position.
Shall he wait for McLaws ? ” General Jackson answers “ Wait.”
General Jackson and Colonel Smead then come to signal station, and
the general dictates the following
Sunday, September
Generals

14, 1862.

McLaws and Walker:

If you can, establish batteries to drive the enemy from the hill west of Bolivar and
on which Barbour’s house is, and any other position where he may be damaged by
your artillery, and let me know when you are ready to open your batteries, and give
me any suggestions by which you can operate against the enemy. Cut the telegraph
line down the Potomac if it is not already done.
Keep a good lookout against a FedSimilar instructions will be sent to General Walker. I do
eral advance from below.
not desire any of the batteries to open until all are ready on both sides of the river,
except you should find it necessary, of which you must judge for yourself. I will let
you know when to open all the batteries.

T. J. JACKSON,
Major-General, Commanding.

—

P. S. If you have not rations, take steps at once to supply yourself; have beef
driven to your command, so that you may have enough.
T. J. J.

General Jackson and

stafl*

then go to the

left.

I received

soon after

the following
General
little

McLaws

informs

me

more than he has done.

that the
I

enemy

am now

are in his rear,

and that he can do but

ready to open.
General

WALKER.

There being no courier at the post, I carry this message to the genHe gives me an answer, and
eral, and And him in front on the left.
sends Lieutenant Douglas back to signal station with me:
General Walker:
Do not open until General McLaws notifies me what he can probably etfect. Let
me know what you can effect with your command upon the enemy.
General JACKSON.

Also
General McLaws:
Let me know what you can probably effect with your artillery, and also with your
Notify General D. H. Hill, at Middleburg, of the enemy’s position,
entire command.
and request him to protect your rear. Send the same message to General Lee, near

Hagerstown.
General

JACKSON.

:

;
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came from Loudoun Heights:

General Jackson
Walker cannot get position to bear on island.
(No signature; probably from Major Paxton.)

General Jackson:
I am informed that the enemy are advancing by Purcellville, and have possession
of the passes from the valley.
General WALKER.
Generals Walker and McLaws:
Fire at such positions of the enemy as will be most effective.
General

JACKSON.

Our artillery opens from this side in front cf Bolivar Walker opens
from Loudoun Heights, and Yankees are seen coming down on west
side of Bolivar to escape Walker^s fire, but meet an equal one from our
artillery on the left of our line.
;

Special Orders,
No.

—

.

\
5

Headquarters Valley District,
September 14, i862.

To-day Major-General McLaws will attack so as to sweep with his artillery the
ground occupied by the enemy, take his batteries in reverse, and otherwise operate
I.

against him, as circumstances may justify.
II. Brigadier-General Walker will take in reverse the battery on the turnpike, and
also sweep with his artillery the ground occupied by the enemy, and silence the battery on the island in the Shenandoah should he find a battery there.
III. Maj. Gen. A. P. Hill will move along the left bank of the Shenandoah, and thus
turn the enemy’s left flank and enter Harper’s Ferry.
lY. Brigadier-General Lawton will move along the turnpike for the purpose of supporting General Hill and otherwise operating against the enemy on the left of General
Hill.

V. Brigadier-General Jones will, with one of his brigades and a battery of artillery,
a demonstration against the enemy’s right ; the remaining part of his division
will constitute the reserve and move along the turnpike.
By order of Major-General Jackson
WM. L. JACKSON,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

make

If any other dispatches or orders were sent at Harper^s Ferry it was
done at other posts than mine. Messages were doubtless sent from
Loudoun Heights to Maryland Heights between Generals McLaws and
alker.
Captain Adams, who was the only commissioned signal officer
there, has doubtless full reports of those and all the messages and orders,
it being his duty to keep them.
I suggest that he be applied to for

W

them.

JOS. L.
P. S.

BAETLETT.

— After the surrender of Harper’s Ferry I was ordered by Major

my station to Barbour’s house. I did so after notifying Captain Adams’ post, on Loudoun Heights, of the move, telling
them to look out for my flag at that point. After locating my station
at that place, however, and waving my flag for several hours, I could
not get attention from Loudoun Heights to send a message, sent to me
V>y Major Paxton, for General Walker to prepare rations and be ready
1 afterward learned that the post had been evacuated at
to march.
that time. Thus ended the signal service at Harper’s Ferrv.
J. L. B.
Paxton to remove
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Report of Maj. John A. Harman^ C. S. Army^ Chief Quartermaster of
captured property during the second and third quarters^ 1862
^

.

CAPTURED AND TURNED IN TO THE CHIEF QUARTERMASTER
VALLEY DISTRICT DURING THE SECOND AND THIRD QUARTERS.

LIST OF PJIOPERTY

Quires letter paper
Quires cap paper
Quires note paper

04

Envelopes
Steel pens
Bottles of ink
Bottle of red ink
Bottle of mucilage

Mules

10

Wagons

3,425
172
95
1

1

Camp

stoves
Cooking stoves
Tin plates

65
2
292
52
20
80

Spoons
Tin cups
Table knives
Table forks
Packs of cards
Anvils
Set of blacksmith tools

31
12
8
1

Crowbars

33

Vises

7

Easps

575
12

Files

Hatchets

31
15

Cross-cut saws

Auger

1

Hammers

10
3
5

Sets of carpenter’s tools

Chests
Iron maul
Peg-cutter
Pairs of shoes
Pairs of ladies’ shoes
Pairs of misses’ shoes
Pairs of children’s shoes
Oilcloth blankets

2
30
7
90
7
6
28

Picket-pins
Pulley-block

1

Lockscrew..

1

Insulators

190
134

Tents

Saddles
Bridles
Artillery saddles
Artillery valises

Leg guards

2

Pairs of artillery harness
Breast straps

19

5
5

Breeching

Feed pockets

Wagon

16

25
320
8

bolts

W agon hammers
Wheelbarrows
Axes
Helves
Picks
Shovels
Spades
Mess-pans
Skillet-lid

Hats

10
61
12
21
27
6

Collars

1

14

Handkerchiefs

Halter chains
Tar buckets

Camp kettles

Blankets

323
21
19
9
2
87
13
47

.'

Sets of lead harness
Sets of wheel harness
Pairs of traces
Pairs of artillery traces

1

305
2
2
3
30

Neckties
Boxes of paper collars
Pairs of socks
Pairs of suspenders

Horses

64^

13
127

277
212
82
50

:

71
‘.....

Buckets
Yards of cotton cloth
Horseshoes

Pounds
Pounds
Pounds
Pounds
Pounds

of horseshoes
of horseshoe nails
of nails
of spikes
of rope
Feet of picket rope
Pounds of iron
Kegs of grease
Barrel of tar
Pounds of leather
Cans of oil
Bundles of telegraph wire

Platform scales
Keg of white lead

:

1

144
545
3, 816
14,061
860
50
20
303
200

275
4
1
5,

300
1

29
3
1

In addition to the above, which is a list of the captured property that
into my possession, a considerable amount came into the hands of
the various quartermasters of the command, which, it is supposed, they
have reported to Eichmond.
large amount of the property captured,
however, was not turned into the quartermaster's department at all, the
order to turn over such property not having been fully carried out, esvery large amount of medical and ordnance
pecially by the cavalry.
stores were captured and sent oif by me, for the character and amount

came

A

A
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you to the heads of those departments. Throughout
the corps many worn-out wagons were exchanged for good Yankee ones,
the useless ones being left behind.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
of which I refer

JOHN A. HAEMAN,
Major and Chief Quartermaster Second Cories.

Lieutenant-General Jackson,
Commanding Second Army Corps.

No. 2G7.
Report of Maj. W. J. Hawks, C.

S.

Army, Commissary of

Subsistence, of

captured property.

Subsistence Department, Second

Army

Corps,

Guinefs Station, Ya., February 6, 1863.
General: The following statement of property captured by your
command is as nearly complete as I can make it:
FRONT ROYAL.
barrels..

85

pounds, gross..

92,700
14,637
6, 000
2,400
350

Flour

WINCHESTER AND MARTINSBURG.
103 head of cattle

Bacon
Hard bread
Sugar

l^ounds..

.

do
do....
bushels..

Salt

harper’s ferry.
Salt-pork

pounds..
do

..

Salt-beef...

i

Bacon

do....
do.,..
do....
do....
do....
do....

Hard bread
Rice
Coffee

Sugar
Candles
Soap
Beans

do
bushels..
do....
gallons..

Salt

Vinegar

...

Molasses.

do

..

1,315
545
19,267
155,954
628
4,930
209
67
280
1,

9
154
180
80

At McDowell nothing was captured except hard bread, which was
At Winchester,
issued to troops passing through— an extra ration.
Martinsburg, and Harper’s Ferry large amounts of supplies were carried off by division wagons, of which no report was made to me. Full
rations were issued to 13,000 of the enemy for two days at Harper’s
Ferry. The issue was made before an inventory was taken.
Very

respectfully,

W.
Major and Commissary of Subsistence, 2d A.
Lieutenant-General Jackson,

Commanding Second Army
61

R
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No. 2G8.
Reports of Col. 8. Crutchfield^ C. 8. Army., Chief of
September 13-19.

Artillery.,

of operations

Headquarters Artillery, Second Corps,
April 16, 1863.

Colonel:

1

have the honor to submit the following report of the

army corps in the capture of Harper’s
Ferry and battle of Sharpsburg, in September, 1862:
On Saturday, September 13, the- comman(l of Lieutenant-General
Jackson appeared before Harper’s Ferry on the southern side, having
approached it from Martinsburg. That day was spent in reconnaissances.
On Sunday a cannonade was opened on the enemy from the batteries
of Brig. Gen. John G. Walker, from theLoudoun Heights, and from those
of Major-General AIcLaws, from Maryland Heights. The enemy were
strongly intrenched on Bolivar Heights and just around the former
house of the superintendent of the armory. At the latter place his tire
operations of the artillery of this

was pretty well silenced late in the da^^ Toward the close of the afternoon a general advance was made on the place. Maj. Gen. A. P. Hill’s
division moved along the west bank of the Shenandoah that of MajorGeneral Ewell, commanded by Brigadier-General Lawton, was on the
left of General Hill’s, while Jackson’s division, commanded by Colonel
Grigsby, approached on the road from Harper’s Ferry to Shepherdstown.
The early approach of night prevented any serious engagement.
During the night, ten guns from the batteries of Captains Dement,
Brown, [Lieutenant] Garber, and Latimer were moved up the Shenan;

doah, and, crossing at Kelly’s Ford, moved down on the other side until
opposite the left of the enemy’s line of intrenchments. This position,
although commanded perfectly by Bolivar Heights, yet secured a lire into
the rear of the enemy’s works on his left, where he had a work with an
embrasure battery of four guns, but open in the rear, and the first point
of his works to be encountered by Maj. Gen. A. P. Hill. This work
road having to be cut for
gained, his other works were untenable.
these ten guns prevented their opening at daybreak, as General Jackson
had ordered. The attack was begun b}^ a battery of eight guns in front
and rather to the right of this work, from the batteries of Captains Pegram, McIntosh, Davidson, and Braxton, of Maj. Gen. A. P. Hill’s division.
In a short time the guns of Captains Brown, [Lieutenant] Garber,
Latimer, and Dement, being in position, their fire was directed against
Its battery was quickly silenced, the men runthis work from the rear.
ning from their guns, but returning to them in a short time after the
guns directed on the work were brought to bear on the enemy’s infantry
in his intrenchments.
These pieces were, therefore, again directed on
the work, and in something less than an hour its fire was completely
silenced, and our guns being again turned on the enemy’s infantry, they
soon began to fall back from their intrenchments in great confusion, and
the white flag was raised over their works.
The captured guns being turned over to the quartermaster for removal,
had none disabled, and,
I can make no exact return of the number.
of course, lost none.
Cn reaching Shepherdstown late next evening, I met Brig. Gen. W.
N. Pendleton, who desired me to return to Harper’s Ferry and endeavor
to get together batteries of the captured guns and such ammunition
as i could and send it to Shepherdstown or the battle-field of Sliarpsburg, as our ordnance supplies were getting short and our batteries in
an inefficient condition from hard marching and previous fighting. I

A

We
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therefore returned to Harper’s Ferry. After much difficulty I found
the quartermaster in charge of the captured guns, and found he had been
busy removing them, and in so doing had mismatched the caissons, limbers, and guns to such an extent that after vainly spending half the day
at it, I gave up the task of getting together any batteries from among
them. The batteries of Captains Brown, Dement, and Latimer had
been left at Harper’s Ferry, as disabled, on account of the condition of
I therefore had horses turned over to them, tilled them
their horses.
up with ammunition, exchanged two of Captain Latimer’s lO-pounder
Parrotts, whose vent-pieces had burned out in the action of the day
before, for two 3-inch rifles of the captured guns, and started them for
the battle-field, going on ahead myself. I got there too late in the evening to be able to give any report of the battle. In it, however, we lost
no guns. Captain [Charles] Thompson’s (then Captain D’Aquin’s) battery [Louisiana Guard Artillery] captured one 10-pounder Parrott,
which they brought off. In recrossing the Potomac a forge belonging
to Captain Crenshaw’s battery and a caisson belonging to Captain Brockenbrough’s were lost on this side of the river from the sheer exhaustion
of the horses, both rolling down a cliff* on the side of the road.
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S.

CEUTCHFIELD,

Colonel and Chief of Artillery Second Corps,
Lieut. Col. C. J. Faulkner,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Valley District,
September 22, 1862.

General

your order for a report of the batteries of this
army corps this morning, and have the honor to submit the following
:

I received

statement of their condition
1st. In Maj. Gen. A. P. Hill’s division the condition of the artillery
is so satisfactorily set forth in Lieutenant Chamberlayne’s report that
I submit it as it is.*
2d. In the division commanded by Brig. Gen. J. A. Early, three of
his batteries are in excellent order, having been refitted by myself at
Harper’s Ferry, according to your order to me in Shepherdstown. Another, that of Captain Balthis, will be put in first-rate condition by the
securing of the two ISTapoleon guns I sent them to you for. Two others,
those of Captains D’Aquin and Johnson, are disabled from hard servI have sent them to Martinsburg to recruit their horses and men,
ice.
by rest, to have their horses shod, &c. If they can get a week or ten
days’ rest then 30 horses will put them in good order.
3d. In Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill’s division all the artillery is reported
This division has not been associated with us long
unfit for duty.
enough for me to form such an acquaintance with his officers as to enable me to put an entirely reliable estimate upon the judgment of said
From the examination I gave to these batteries, I deemed it
officers.
best to send them back to Martinsburg to refresh men and horses and
particular report I sent youbj’ Major Pierson, his
to shoe the latter.
:

A

cliief

of artillery.

4th. In Major-General Jackson’s own division I submit the report of
Major Shumaker, chief of artillery. I liave reduced his call for horses
to 128 from 204, as I know how scarce they are, and you will find it impossible to supply fully all the demands made on you for them.

Not found,

:
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I do not consider a forge necessary now for Captain Carpenter, as he
can use Captain Poague^s. One is needed, however, by Captain Eaine
and one by Captain Cutshaw. I do not consider that Captain Caskie
needs a forge, as he and Captain Cutshaw are attached to the same
brigade. Captain Brockenbrough can work the three guns he asks for
by turning in his howitzer, and I would be glad to see him get hTapoleons.
I do not request it, though, if you need them more elsewhere,
especially if other batteries can furnish the teams. One of his guns, a
12-pounder Blakely, he reports disabled. The stock was broken in the
battle of Sharpsburg, and it was sent to Winchester. If it can be repaired there, or the gun put on another carriage, 1 would be glad to get
it back, and then, by giving Captain B[rockenbrough] two Napoleons
and allowing him to turn in his howitzer, he would have a capital battery of four guns, two of them rifled. This is one of our best companies.
Captain Cutshaw has two 12-pounder howitzers, while his caissons
are those of 6-pounder guns, and need alteration.
As to the reserve needed by this army corps, I would wish to consult
General Jackson before reporting specifically, and as he is now at General Lee’s headquarters and may be engaged there some time^ I must
beg your indulgence for a short time before reporting, which I will do
so soon as I see him.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S.

CRUTCHFIELD,

Colonel and Chief of Artillery^ Valley District.

Brig. Gen.

William

N. Pendleton,

Commanding

Artillery.

LIuclosure.]

Hdqrs. of Artillery, Jackson’s Div., Valley

Dist.,

September 22, 1862.
Col, S.

Crutchfield,

Chief of Artillery^ Valley District:

Sir: In obedience to your order of yesterday, I have the honor to
report the condition of the batteries of this division, their wants, &c.,
as follows

Federal.

t

No

report.

t

Iron.

CllAP.
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I inclose tlic reports of the commanding officers of the batteries,* from
this is condensed, from which yon will be able to learn the reasons
for the separate reports, losses, absence, &c.
Yerv respectfully,
L. M.
Major and Chief of Artillery Jachson^s Division.

which

SHUMAKER,

j

No. 2G9.
Report of Brig. Gen. Jubal A. Early., C. 8. Army, commanding EwelVs
division, of operations September 3-27.
.

Headquarters' EwelUs Division,
January

12, 1863.

In accordance with instructions from the headquarters of
the corps, I submit the following report of the operations of this division since the movement from the neighborhood of Gordonsville, northward, in the month of August last, until it reached Bunker Hill, in

Captain

:

September:
This report, however, is necessarily defective in regard to all the
other brigades of the division except my own, as there were other division commanders until after the commencement of the battle of Shari)sburg, on September 17 Major-General Ewell having commanded until
the night of August 28, when he was wounded in the action near Groveton, and Brigadier-General Lawton having command from that time
It is impossible to
until he was wounded at the battle of Sharpsburg.
supply the necessary information in regard to the particular parts taken
by Lawton’s and Trimble’s brigades in the several actions commencing
Avith the affairs of Hazel River, on the 22d, and Bristoe and Manassas
Junction, on August 27, and ending with the battle of Sharpsburg,
except as to the part taken by Trimble’s brigade at Sharpsburg, as
General Lawton, who commanded his brigade until August 29, is absent
in Georgia, wounded, and Colonel [M.] Douglass, who commanded the
brigade from August 29 to September 17, was killed at Sharpsburg on
that day, and General Trimble, who commanded his brigade until August
29, is absent, wounded, and Captain [W. F.J Brown, of the Twelfth
Georgia Regiment, who succeeded him in the command, was killed at
Ox Hill, near Chantilly, on September 1. There is the same difficulty in
regard to Hays’ brigade as to the part taken by it on August 30, at
Manassas, and at Ox Hill on September 1, as Colonel Strong, who commanded on these occasions, was killed at Sharpsburg. This report,
therefore, will not contain ])articular details of the operations of any
brigade but my own in most of the actions in which the division was
engaged during the time coA'ered by it.f

—

*

On

#*#***

the morning of the 3d [of September] the division, with the rest of
the troops, was moved to the left, crossing the Loudoun and Hampshire
Railroad at a station above Vienna, and then passing through Dranesville in the direction of Leesburg, and encamped on a creek not far from
Dranesville.
*
t

Not found.
Portion of report liere omitted

ifl

printed in Series

I,

Vol. XII, Part

II,

pp. 704-71C.
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next day, it passed through Leesburg and encamped near a
On the next day (the 5th), it took up the line of march to
White’s Ford, on the Potomac, at which place it crossed into Maryland,
encamping some 3 or 4 miles from the Baltimore and Ohio Eailroad,
and ou the morning of the 6th it marched to the railroad bridge over
theMonocacy, at the junction of the railroad to Frederick City with the
Baltimore and Ohio Eailroad, and took up a position so as to command
the approaches on and adjacent to the railroad from the direction of
Washington City. In this position it remained until the morning of
Septemb^er 10.
tlie

large spring.

MAECH FROM FREDERICK CITY TO HARPER’S FERRY AND CAPTURE
OF THAT PLACE.

On

the morning of the 10th, the division, with the rest of the troops,
vicinity of Frederick City westward, passing through
l^Iiddletown, and bivouacked about 10 miles from Frederick.
On the next day, we moved through Boonsborough and took the direction of Williamsport, at which point we recrossed the Potomac and proceeded to the North Mountain Depot, on the Baltimore and Ohio Eailroad, near which we bivouacked.
On the next day, we i)roceeded to Martinsburg, and passed through
the town in the direction of Harper’s Ferry, and bivouacked ou the banks
of the Opequon.
On the following morning (the 13th), we marched toward Harper’s
Ferry, and proceeded to the turni)ike road, 1 mile above Halltown,

moved from the

where we encamped.
Late in the afternoon of the 14th (Sunday), we Avere ordered to advance toward Harjier’s Ferry in three columns, one along the road and
another on each side of it. After passing Halltown, the division advanced to the w^oodson School-House Hill, in line, in the following order:
Lawton’s and Trimble’s brigades were formed in line of battle on the
right of the turnpike Hays’ brigade on the left of it, and my own brigade in rear of Lawton’s; and in this manner the whole advanced to the
woods without opposition, thus getting possession of this hill, which
fronted Bolivar Heights, and was in easy range for artillery. My brigade was then moved across the road by flank and placed immediately
in rear of Hays’ brigade, which General Lawton put under my command.
The several brigades lay on their arms in this woods during the night,
During the night
it having become dark by the time they reached it.
Brown’s and Dement’s batteries, which had been attached to my brigade at Frederick in lieu of Johnson’s, which was transferred to Trimble’s, were carried across the Shenandoah, under direction of Colonel
Crutchfield, to some heights on the east side of the river, which commanded Harper’s Ferry and Bolivar Heights, and placed in position.
The rest of the batteries belonging to the division were placed in position on the crest of School-House Hill, on each side of the road. At
dawn the brigades were advanced to the front of the woods, and the
batteries, including Brown’s and Dement’s, opened fire, which was kept
up until the enemy surrendered. Our artillery fire was but feebly responded to. Lawton’s brigade, under the command of Colonel Douglass,
was moved by flank, under cover, to the bottom on the right of the turnpike, between School-House Hill and Bolivar Heights, for the purpose
of supporting General A. P. Hill’s contemplated advance from the right,
but the white flag was displayed in a short time, and no further movement was made by this brigade or the rest of the division.
j
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day of the surrender), General
division on the road to Boteler’s
Ford, below Shepherdstown, and he immediately put his own and Trimble’s brigades in inotion, and gave me an order to follow with Hays’ and
my own brigades as soon as they could be supplied with rations, which
had to be obtained from Harper’s Ferry. This detained me until after
night, when 1 followed General Lawton and found him in camp about
Late

in the afternoon of the 15th (the

Lawton received an order

to

move the

4 miles from the ford.

The division moved at dawn next morning, crossing tbe Potomac at
Boteler’s Ford and proceeding on the road to Sharpsburg, and washalted
and stacked arms in a woods, on the left of the road, about a mile from
Sharpsburg. It remained in this position for several hours, and late in the
afternoon General Lawton was ordered to move the division to the right,
to cover a bridge over the Antietam. This movement was commenced,
but was soon countermanded, and he was directed to follow Jackson’s
division to the left. Following this division, we moved through fields
to the left of Sharpsburg until we reached the turnpike from Sharpsburg
toward Hagerstown, and then turned to the left on that road until we
reached a woods in which there was a Dunkard church. Jackson’s
division having been placed in position. General Jackson, in person,
directed me to place my brigade on the left of his division, then commanded by Brigadier-General Jones, so as to prevent its being flanked,
and to communicate with General Jones. It was then getting dark
some of our troops were engaged in front, and the shells from the enemy’s guns were flying tolerably thick, and it was some time before I
could ascertain where General Jones was. I found him, however, finally,
not far from where I was, and, having ascertained tliat General Starke’s
brigade was his left, I moved to the left of that and placed my brigade
In a short
in line along a road on which General Starke’s left rested.
time Brigadier-General Hays, who had joined his brigade theday before,
reported to me, and his brigade was formed in rear of mine, it being too
dark to understand enough of the irosition to make very good dispositions.
Lawton’s and Trimble’s brigades were halted in the woods near
the church, and between 10 and II o’clock at night were ordered to relieve some brigades of General Hood’s division which had been engaged
during the evening. These two brigades were i^osted in the positionsoccupied by General Hood’s brigades, Trimble’s brigade, under Colonel
Walker, being on the right, next to General D. H. Hill’s division, and
Lawton’s brigade on the left of it. In this position they lay on their
arms during the night, with occasional skirmishing in front between the
;

pickets.

Shortly after
eral

Lawton

to

dawn next morning. Hays’ brigade was ordered by Genmove to the position at which his own and Trimble’s

brigades were in line, and was posted in the open field in rear of Lawton’s
brigades. At the same time Hays was ordered to make this movement.
General Jackson in person ordered me to move my brigade to the left,
along a route which he pointed out, to support some pieces of artillery
which Major-General Stuart had in position to the left of our line. I
immediately commenced this movement, and was thus separated from
the rest of the division, and cannot, therefore, si)eak of its subsequent
operations from my own observation, but gather the following facts from
the reports of brigade commanders
At light, skirmishing commenced in front of Lawton’s and Trimble’s
brigades, in a piece of woods occupied by the enemy, and in a very short
:
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time the enemy’s batteries, which were posted on the opposite side of
to enfilade the line of these two brigades, opened
a destructive fire. About sunrise, the enemy advanced inline, driving
in our skirmishers, and advancing to the edge of the woods. About this
time, batteries opened in front from the woods with shell and canister,
and these brigades were thus exposed to a terrible carnage. After a
short time General Hays advanced with his brigade to the support of
Colonel Douglass, under a terrific fire, and phssed to the front.
About this time General Lawton, who had been superintending the
operations, received a very severe wound, and was borne from the field.
Colonel Walker, by moving two of his regiments (the Twenty-first
Georgia and Twenty-first North Carolina), and concentrating their fire
and that of the Twelfth Georgia upon a part of the enemy’s line in front
of the latter, succeeded in breaking it ; and, as a brigade of fresh troops
came up to the support of Lawton’s and Hays’ brigades just at this time.
Walker ordered an advance, but, the brigade which came up having
fallen back, he was compelled to halt and finally to fall back to his first
position.
His brigade (Trimble’s) had sufiered terribly, his own horse
was killed under him, and he had himself been struck by a piece of shell.
Colonel Douglass, whose brigade had been hotly engaged during the

Antietam Eiver, so as

whole time, was killed, and about half of .the men had been killed and
wounded. Hays’ brigade, which had been advanced to Colonel Douglass’ support, had also suffered terribly, having more than half killed
and wounded, both of General Hays’ staff officers being disabled and
General Hood having come up to their relief, these three brigades, which
were reduced to mere fragments, their ammunition being exhausted, re;

tired to the rear.
The terrible nature of the confiict in

which these brigades had been
engaged, and the steadiness with which they maintained their position,
are shown by the losses they sustained. They did not retire from the
field until General Lawton had been wounded and borne from the field.
Colonel Douglass, commanding Lawton’s brigade, had been killed, and
the brigade had sustained a loss of 554 killed and wounded out of 1,150,
losing 5 regimental commanders out of 6 Hays’ brigade had sustained
a loss of 323 out of 550, including every regimental commander and all
of his staff, and Colonel Walker and 1 of his staff had been disabled,
and the brigade he was commanding had sustained a loss of 228 out of
less than 700 present, including 3 out of 4 regimental commanders.
1 am sorry that I am not able to do justice to the individual cases of
gallantry displayed in this terrible conflict, and must content myself
with calling attention to the reports of General Hays’ and Colonel Walker’s brigade commanders, and of Major Lowe, wdio succeeded to the command of Lawton’s brigade after the death of Colonel Douglass and the
disabling of all the other ranking officers. In the death of Colonel Douglass the country sustained a serious loss.
He was talented, courageous,
and devoted to his duty.
After receiving the order from General Jackson to go to the support
of General Stuart, as before stated, I proceeded to do so, moving my brigade through a piece of woods a little back from the left of our line and
then through some fields but, as I was passing through these fields, I discovered some of the enemy’s skirmishers moving around our left, and I
sent some from my own brigade to hold them in check until I had passed.
I found General Stuart about a mile from the position I had moved from,
with several pieces of artillery in position on a hill, and engaged with
some of the enemy’s guns. At his suggestion I formed my line in rear
of this hill and remained here for about an hour, when General Stuart,
;

5
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having discovered a body of the enemy’s troops making their way gradually between us and the left of our main line, determined to shift his
position to an eminence nearer our line and a little to the rear. He gave
the instructions accordingly, and 1 moved back, taking a route in rear
of the one by which I had moved out, and, by General Stuart’s direction,
my brigade was moved into the skirt of woods through which I had
marched in going out. Just as I was getting into line. General Stuart
informed me that General Lawton had been wounded, and that General
Jackson had sent for me to carry my brigade back and take command
of the division. Leaving the Thirteenth Virginia Kegiment, numbering
less than 100 men, with General Stuart, at his request, I then moved to
the rear of this woods around a corn-field, as the enemy had gotten into
the woods to my right, and as I came near the position at which my brigade had been posted the night before, I found Colonels Grigsby and
Stafford, of Jackson’s division, rallying some 200 or 300 men of that division at the point at which Starke’s brigade had been in position the night
before.
body of the enemy, perhaps only skirmishers, had gotten into
the woods to the left and was firing upon our men, being held in check
by a scattering fire. This was the same body of woods at which the
liunkard church, before mentioned, is located. This woods runs along
the Hagerstown road for several hundred yards, entirely on the lefthand side as you proceed from Sharpsburg. Then there is a field, the
edge of which runs at right angles to the road for about 200 yards, making thus an elbow in the woods, and then turns to the right and runs
along the woods parallel to the Hagerstown road for a quarter of a mile,

A

and the woods again turns square to the left and extends back about
half a mile, making at this point again an elbow with the strip of woods
running along the road from the cliurch. The church itself is at the
end next to Sharpsburg and near the road. The woods is about 400
yards through, where it runs along the road, and back of it is a plantation road, running by a house and a barn and through the long elbow
in the woods on the left.
The field between the woods and the Hagerstown road forms a plateau, nearly level and on higher ground than the
woods, which slopes down abruptly from the edge of the plateau. This
woods is full of ledges of limestone and small ridges, affording excellent
cover for troops.
portion of the enemy, as before stated, had gotten into the farther
end of this woods, where the field is between it and the road, and, as I
came up, Colonels Grigsby and Stafford commenced to advance upjon this

A

body, and I immediately formed my brigade in line and advanced along
in their rear, the enemy giving way as the advance was made.
I halted
my brigade on a ridge in this woods, and Colonels Grigsby and Stafford,
at my suggestion, formed their men on my left. My line when thus
formed was perpendicular to the Hagerstown road, and the right rested
near the edge of the plateau above mentioned, but was concealed and
I)rotected by the rise in the ground.
considerable body of the enemy’s
troops was seen in the field in my front, as thus presented, which was
evidently endeavoring to make a movement on our flank and rear. I
directed Colonel Smith, of the Forty-ninth Virginia Eegiment, to take
command of the brigade and to resist the enemy at all hazards, and
then rode in the direction of the position at which the rest of the brigades had been engaged, for the purpose of taking command of them
and ascertaining their condition. I ascertained that these brigades had
fallen back some distance to the rear for the purpose of reorganizing,
and that they were probably not in a condition to go into the fight again.
I dispatched Maj. J. P. Wilson, a volunteer aide, who had been with

A
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General Lawton, to find out where tliese brigades were, and to order
up. While looking for these brigades I observed that our troops,
who were engaged on this part of the line, were giving way before the
enemy, and, as soon as I had dispatched Major Wilson, I rode to find General Jackson, and having done so, informed him of the condition of the
division, and also that our troops were giving waj^, and that the enemy
was advancing on the flank on which I had formed my brigade. He said
that he would send for re-enforcements, and directed me to keep the
enemy in check until they arrived. I tlien returned to my brigade and
resumed command of it. 1 soon found that the enemy was moving up
in considerable force toward the woods in which I was, and I sent Major
Hale, my acting assistant adjutant-general, to let General Jackson know
that the danger was imminent, and he soon returned with the assurance
that the re-enforcements should be sent immediately. Just as Major
Hale returned, a battery opened at the corner of the woods on the Hagerstown road, where the field spoken of joins the woods. This was not more
than 200 yards from my right flank, and was somewhat in rear of it.
When this battery opened, I took it for granted that it was one of ours,
but Major Hale’s attention was called to it by a soldier who happened
to be standing up on the edge of the plateau, and discovered that it was
one of the enemy’s batteries. I was immediately informed of the fact
by Major Hale, but I doubted it until I rode to the edge of the woods
and saw beyond all dispute that it was the enemy’s battery and was
firing in the direction of the road toward Sharpsburg, and that it was
supported by a very heavy column of infantry, which was also within
200 yards of my right flank. This made me aware of the fact that our
troops which I had seen giving way had fallen back, leaving the enemy
entire possession of the field in front. It must be borne in mind that
the direction of my line was perpendicular to the Hagerstown road, so
that, had the enemy seen it, his battery could have raked my flank and
Fortunately, my troops were concealed from his view. My conrear.
dition, however, was exceedingly critical, as another column was advancing in my front and had reached the woods in which 1 was. I saw the
vast importance of maintaining my ground, for, had the enemy gotten possession of this woods, the heights immediately in rear, which commanded
the rear of our whole hue, would have fallen into his hands. I determined to wait for the re-enforcements promised by General Jackson,
hoping that they would arrive in time to meet the columns on my right.
I, however, threw my right flank back quietly under cover of the woods,
so as not to have my rear exiiosed in the event of being discovered. I
kept an anxious eye on the column on my right, as well as on the one
moving up in my front, and very soon I saw the column on my right

them

move into the woods in the direction of the church. I looked to the
rear for the re-enforcements, and could not see them coming. I was thus
cut ofi* from the main body of our army on the right, and a column Avas
moving against me from the left. There was no time to be lost, and I
immediately ordered my brigade to move by the right flank parallel to
the enemy, and directed Colonel Grigsby, who commanded the body of
troops he and Colonel Stafibrd had rallied, to move his command back
in line, so as to present front to the enemy, who were coming up on the
flank.
I moved back along the rear of the woods until I caught up with
the enemy, Avho had the start of me. I was, howeA-er, concealed from
his view, and it Avas evident that my presence where I was was not suspected. Passing from behind a ridge that concealed my brigade from
the enemy, Ave came in full view of his flankers, who, however, were
made aware of my presence by a fire which I directed the leading regi-
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They immediately ran into the main body,
to pour into them.
which halted, and I continued to move by the flank until my whole force
was disclosed.
Just at this time, I observed the promised re-enforcements coming up
toward the woods at the farther end. I ordered the brigade to face to
the front and open fire, which was done in handsome style and responded
to by the enemy. I did not intend to advance to the front, as I observed
some of the troops which had come up to re-enforce me preparing to advance into the woods from the direction of my right flank, and was afraid
of exposing my brigade to their fire, and that the two movements would
throw us into confusion, as they would have been at right angles. Moreover, the other column was advancing on my flank, held in check, however, by Colonels Grigsby and Staflbrd, with their men, and by the
Thirty -lirst Yirginia Eegiment, which was on my left. The enemy in
front, however, commenced giving way, and the brigade, which I have
always found difficult fo restrain, commenced pursuing, driving the
enemy in front entirely out of the woods. NTot withstanding my efforts
to stop the men, they advanced until my left flank and rear became exposed to a fire from the column on the left, which had advanced past
my former position. I also discovered another body of the enemy moving across the plateau on my left flank, in double-quick time, to the same
position, and I succeeded in arresting my command and ordered it to
retire, so that I might change front and advance upon this force.
Just
as I reformed my line, Semmes’, Anderson’s, and part of Barksdale’s
ment

McLaws’ division, came up, and the w'hole, including Grigscommand, advanced upon this body of the enemy, driving it with
great slaughter entirely from and beyond the woods, and leaving us in
possession of my former position. As soon as this was accomplished, I
caused the regiments of the brigade to be reformed and placed in posibrigades, of
by’s

tion as before.
I take great pleasure in bearing testimony to the gallant conduct of
Seinmes’, Anderson’s, and Barksdale’s commands, whose timely arrival
was of so much service to me. I can also bear testimony to the gallant
deportment of Colonels Grigsby and Stafford and the men under their
command. Major-General Stuart, with the pieces of artillery under his
charge, contributed largely to the repulse of the enemy, and pursued
them for some distance with his artillery, and the Thirteenth Virginia
Kegiment, under the command of Captain [F. V.] Winston. The conduct of my own brigade was all that I could have desired, and I feel
that it would be invidious to mention individual acts of courage where
all behaved so well.
acting assistant adjutant- general (Major Halej
and my aide (Lieutenant Early) were Yery active in bearing my orders,
under fire, and were of great service to me.
The loss in my brigade in this affair and under the shelling to which it
was exposed while supporting General Stuart, early in the morning, was
18 killed and 106 wounded. Col. William Smith, of the Forty-ninth Virginia, and Lieutenant-Colonel [J. C.] Gibson, of the same regiment, were
both seriously wounded, the former receiving three wounds, but remaining on the field in command of his regiment until after the close of the

My

light.

Shortly after the repulse of the enemy. Colonel Hodges, in command
of Arraistead’s brigade, reported to me, and I iilaced it in line in the position occu])ied by my brigade, and placed the latter in line on the edge of
the plateau which has been mentioned, and parallel to the Hagerstown
road, but under cover. Immediately after his repulse, the enemy commenced shelling the woods where we were, and kept it up for some time.
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doing, however, no damage. Major-General McLaws brought up two
brigades some time afterward, placing one (Kershaw^s) on the left of
Armistead’s, on the same line, and the other (Barksdale’s) on my right.
In this position we remained during the rest of the day, the ensuing night,
and all day Thursday (the 18th). The enemy made no further attack,
but there were several demonstrations, as if another advance was intended, and there were at least three lines of battle formed on the opposite side of the Hagerstown road, near the woods, with a heavy line of
skirmishers extending nearly up to the road.
I deem it proper to state that all the killed and wounded of my own
brigade were inside of my lines, as I established them after the fight, and
that the killed and wounded of the enemy on this part of the field were
also within the same lines. All my killed were buried, and all my
wounded were carried to the hospitals in the rear, though, by some mismanagement on the part of the surgeons or quartermasters, of which I
was not aware until too late, some 10 or 15 of my wounded were left in
a hospital on the Maryland side of the river when we recrossed.
Late in the afternoon of the 17th I went to the rear to look after the
other brigades of the division, and found Major Lowe, with about 100
men of Lawton’s brigade, which he had collected together, and which I
had moved up to where my brigade was and posted on the right of it.
Early next morning General Hays, with about 90 men of his brigade,
reported to me, and was placed on my left in the same line, and during
the morning Captain [I. B.] Feagin [Fifteenth Alabama], with about
200 men of Trimble’s brigade, reported to me, and was posted in my rear.
Only Johnson’s and D’Aquin’s batteries accompanied the division across
the Potomac, the former being attached to Trimble’s brigade, and the
latter to Hays’ brigade.
They were both engaged on the 17th, and suffered to some extent, but I am unable to give an account of their operations, as Johnson’s battery was soon after detached from the division,
and has since been amalgamated with another battery in some other

command, and Captain D’Aquin was killed at Fredericksburg. The
other batteries, which had been detained at Harper’s Ferry, were brought
over the rjver on the 18th, by my orders.

RECROSSING THE POTOMAC, AFFAIRS AT BOTELER’S FORD AND SHEPIIERDSTOWN, AND MARCH TO BUNKER HILL.
Having received the order from General Jackson after nigiit on the
move back as soon as my pickets were relieved by General
Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry, which was between 10 and 11 o’clock, I moved
the division back, carrying along Armistead’s brigade, and I believe
this was the last division to move.
It recrossed the Potomac at Boteler’s Ford shortly after sunrise on the morning of the 19th, and was
18th to

in line of battle on the heights on the Virginia side, under the
direction of General Longstreet. After remaining in position for two
or three hours, the enemy having in the mean time opened an artillery
fire from the opposite side of the Potomac, I was ordered to move toward
Martinsburg and to leave Lawton’s brigade, then increased to about 400
men, and under command of Colonel [J. H.] Lamar, of the Sixty-first
Georgia Pegiment, in position on the height just below Boteler’s Ford.
I accordingly moved in the direction indicated until I was ordered to
encamp for the night near a school-house, 5 or 6 miles from Shepherds-

formed

town.

On the afternoon of the 19th the enemy commenced crossing a small
force at Boteler’s Ford, and Lawton’s brigade gave way, abandoning its

’
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position. This brigade was very much reduced, having suffered terribly on the 17th, and a considerable number of the men, being just
returned from the hospitals, were without arms, and, without knowing
the particulars of the affair, I am satisfied its conduct on this occasion
was owing to the mismanagement of the officer in command of it.
Kext morning I was ordered to move back to the vicinity of Boteler’s
Ford with the three brigades which were with me. On arriving there,
by orders from General Jackson, these brigades were placed in line of
battle in rear of General A. P. HilPs division, in the woods on the right
and left of the road leading to the ford, my own and Hays’ brigades
being placed on the right and Trimble’s brigade on the left. In this
position they remained until late in the afternoon, while General Hill’s
division was engaged in front, being in range of the enemy’s shells, by
one of which Captain Feagin, in command of the Fifteenth Alabama
Kegiment, was seriously wounded, he being the only regimental commander of that brigade who had not been killed or wounded at Sharpsburg. Late in the afternoon I was ordered to move back, and on the
way received orders to continue to move on, following Jackson’s division, which preceded me, and did so until I was halted about 12 o’clock
at night near the Opequon.
remained at this position until the 24th, and then moved across
the Opequon and camped on the Williamsport turnpike, 6 or 7 miles

We

from Martinsburg.
On the next day my camp was moved to a place near the Tuscarora,
about 3 miles from Martinsburg, and on the 27th we moved to Bunker
Hill.

This embraces the whole of the operations of this division during
the period designated in the order of the lieutenant-general commanding
this corps, as far as I am able to give them, and I am sorry that I am
not able to do more justice to Lawton’s, Trimble’s, and Hays’ brigades
in this report, but my difficulties in making it have already been explained, and it is owing to them, and not to any design on my part, that
the report as to these brigades is not so complete as it is in regard to

my

own.

I submit herewith lists* of killed, wounded, and missing, from which
it will appear that in the period embraced this division has lost, in killed,

in wounded, 2,284, and missing, 70, making an aggregate of 2,919,
showing the severity of the conflicts in which it has been engaged. Its
loss at Sharpsburg alone was 199 killed, 1,115 wounded, and 38 missing,
being an aggregate loss of 1,352 out of less than 3,500, with which it
went into that action.
I hope I may be excused for referring to the record shown by my own
brigade, which has never been broken or compelled to fall back or left
one of its dead to be buried by the enemy, but has invariably driven the
enemy when opposed to him, and slept upon the ground on which it has

5G5

;

fought, in every action, with the solitary exception of the affair at Bristoe Station, when it retired under orders, covering the withdrawal of
the other troops.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J.

Brigadier- General^

A.

EARLY,

Commanding

Division.

Capt. A. S. Pendleton,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
"

See addenda, following
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Beiurn of casualUes in EwelV's division at

the battle

Wounded.

Killed.

of Sharpshiirg. September

17, 1862.

Missing.

Command.

Kemarks.

Staff

Lawton’s brigade
13th Georgia...

43

216

157

Col.
J.
S.

M. Douglass and Lieuts.
D. Hill, J. A. Adair, E.
Edwin Dallas

Bass, and

killed.

Georgia.
Georgia.
Georgia.
Georgia.
61st Georgia.

26tb
31st
38tb
60fh

61
53
71
60

104

Total

97

Early’s brigade
13th Virginia
25th Virginia

33

407

19

Lieut. D. P. Eice killed.

Capt.

W. H. Battey

killed.

Mac Eae and Capt.
W. J. Mathews killed.

MaJ. A. P.

567

.

Lieut.

.

Charles

AV.

Delay

killed.

31st Virginia

Capt. Allison D. Eobinson
killed.

44th Virginia
49tli Virginia
52d Virginia
5Hth Virginia

.

Lieut.

Total

15

12

AVm. E. Dold

killed.

194

155

Trimble’s brigade
Staff
1.5th

Alabama

12th Georgia.

.

Capt. James G. Eodgers and
Lieut. A. Henderson killed.

.

21st Georgia
21'st

North Carolina

Bedford Artillery*.

.

Total

25

17

237

185

Hays’ brigade
'

Staff

Lieuts. N. A. Canfield and

5th Louisiana.
6th Louisiana.

52

7th Louisiana.

47

Eobert Gerrold killed.
H. B. Strong, Capts. A.
M. Callaway and H. Bain
Eitebie, and Lieuts. M. Little and Geo. Lynne killed.
Capt. E. McFarland and
Lieut. William P. Newman

Col.

killed.

8th Louisiana
14th Louisiana

103
53
9

Louisiana Guard Bat-

Lieut. B. F. Biidsall killed.

tery.

Total

10

46

35

336

243

EECAPITULATION.
General staff
Lawton’s brigade
Early’s brigade
Trimble’s brigade...
Hays’ brigade

Grand

2

2

total

*

9

97

2
10

15
25
35

33
12
17
46

407
155
185
243

2

3

24

172

110

990

2

.

19
9
8
2

567
194
237
336

38

1,336

John R. Johnson’s (Virginia) battery.

:
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EwelVs division at Boteler^s Ford, September
[Compiled from nominal

19, 18G2.

list.]

No. 270.
Report of Maj. J. H. Lowe, Thirty-Jirst Georgia Infantry, co^nmanding
Lawton’s brigade, of the battle of Sharpsburg.

October

13, 1862.

have the honor to make the following] report of the part taken by
Lawton’s brigade in the engagement of September 17, at Sharpsburg,
[I

Aid.

On the evening of September 16, the brigade, commanded by Ool. M.
Douglass, was ordered to march toward the enemy’s line. After marching some distance, the brigade tiled into a piece of woods, and there
remained, with arms stacked, until about 10 p. m., at which time the brigade w’as ordered to relieve Brigadier-Oeneral Hood, whose command
was in line of battle near the enemy’s lines. The brigade marched up
and formed line of battle, and the Thirty-first Georgia Eegiment, in
Lawton’s brigade, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel [J. T.j Crowder,
was ordered out as skirmishers, which order was promptly obeyed.
During the night sharp skirmishing ensued.
At dawn, w^hen the enemy could be seen, heavy skirmishing commenced and continued for an hour. The skirmishers, after their ammunition was nearly exhausted, were ordered to retire or fall back with
their brigade. At that time the enemy commenced advancing, and soon
a general engagement ensued. While the brigade was engaged with the
enemy’s infantry, it was under a heavy fire from their batteries on our
After a severe engageright, killing and wounding many of our men.
ment, the brigade was compelled to fall back a short distance. Ee-enforcerneuts then came, and with them we made a charge in the most gallant manner. During that time (before the charge) the brigade lost its
commander, and nearly every regiment lost its regimental commander;
also the greater portion of the different comxianies lost their company
commanders. After the charge the brigade fell back, and, in taking off
the wounded, a great many were lost for a short time from their regiments.
Finding that I was senior officer present, I reformed the brigade and
rei)orted to Brigadier-General Early, and was ordered to take position

:
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on the right of the division

in line of battle j there remained until the
latter part of the night of the 18th.
I am requested to bring to notice the name of Oorpl. Curtis A. Lowe,
of Company F, Sixty-first Georgia Eegiment, who, after the color-bearer
and four of the color-guard were shot down, seized the colors and pressed
forward, calling to the men of the Sixty-first to follow their standard.
Also, I will note the gallantry displayed by Private M. Y. Hawes, of
Company E, Thirty-first Georgia, who, after two of the color-bearers had
been shot down, took the colors and carried them with his regiment,
leading the way in the charge, and afterward carried them off the field
with his regiment.

Kespectfully submitted.

LOWE,

Major
P. S.

J. H.
Thirty-first Georgia.

—The brigade was engaged at least two hours.
J.

H.

L.

]^o. 271.

Report of Col. James A. Walker., Thirteenth Virginia Infantry., commanding Trimhle’s brigade., of the battle of Sharpsburg.
,

October

11, 1862.

In obedience to orders from division headquarters, calling upon me
for a report of the operations of Trimble’s brigade on September 17 at
the battle of Sharpsburg, I respectfully submit the following
On the night of the 16th, about 11 o’clock, I was ordered by Brigadier-General Lawton, then in command of the division, to carry my command to the front, to relieve a portion of General Hood’s troops, which
My
I did, taking the place of a brigade commanded by Colonel Law.
pickets were posted in the edge of a wood, which was occupied but a
short distance farther in bj’^ the enemy, and my main body was placed
in a plowed field, connecting with Lawton’s brigade on my left and with
Eipley’s brigade, of D. H. Hill’s division, on my right, the latter forming a right angle with my line, and facing the Antietam Eiver. Twice
during the night the enemy’s pickets attacked mine, in force, and a desultory fire was kept up between them the greater part of the night.
At daylight heavy skirmishing commenced between the pickets, and
was kept up without intermission until about sunrise, when the enemy’s
Soon after daylight
line of battle was advanced, driving my pickets in.
the enemy opened fire from a battery which was i)osted on a hill across
the Antietam, and which consequently enfiladed our position, and, as my
command was exposed to full view of their gunners and had no shelter,
this fire was very annoying, but less destructive than I at first apprehended it would be. About the time my skirmishers were driven in,
the enemy also opened on us from the front with artillery. The line of
infantry which they brought up first, advanced to the edge of the woods
where my skirmishers had been posted, and opened fire upon us, to which
my men replied with spirit and effect, holding them in check. The whole
force of the enemy opposed to my regiments occupied the shelter of the
wood, except that portion which confronted the left of my line, where
the Twelfth Georgia Eegiment was iiosted. Observing that the cool
and deliberate fire of this tried and veteran regiment was annoying that
portion of the enemy’s line very greatly, I ordered the Twenty-first
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Georgia aud Twenty-first Kortli Carolina Eegiments to wheel to the
and, taking shelter under a low stone fence running at right angles
to their former line, direct their fire upon the wavering Yankee regiment, with the view of breaking the enemy's line at this point. They
did so promptly, and a few rounds from them had the desired effect, and
the enemy’s line was entirely broken. At this opportune moment, fresh
troops came up to the assistance of Lawton’s brigade, which was hotly
engaged on our left, and I ordered my command to advance, which they
did, but the fresh troops, which were advancing in such good order at
first, gave way under the enemy’s fire and ran off' the field before they
had been halted by their officers and almost before they had fired a gun.
Being thus left without support on our left, my men could advance no
farther with safety, and halted. I tried to hold the advanced position
thus gained until troops came to our support, but the enemy was first
re-enforced, aud we were compelled to fall back to our original line.
About this time the officers of the brigade began to report that their
companies were out of ammunition. 1 directed them to gather what
they could from the cartridge-boxes of the dead and wounded, and we
were thus enabled to keep up the fight. (I would state here that our
supply of ammunition had been heavily drawn upon by the long-continued aud heavy skirmishing the pickets had fired all in their boxes,
and I had to divide the ammunition of the men in line with them before
they were driven in.) Being thus left without ammunition, when a fresh
brigade came to my support I ordered Captain Hall, of General Trimble’s staff', to direct the commainlants of regiments to bring back what
men were still left with them to a designated point in rear of the village
of Shari)sburg, where they could be supplied with ammunition, and ordered the other staff' officers of the brigade to gather up the stragglers
from the different regiments of the command and carry them to the
left,

;

same point.
Having been wounded some time previous, and my wound becoming
stiff' and painful, I then left the field and. reported the fact to General
Early, who was then in command of the division, through one of his
staff officers.

me great

pleasure to bear testimony to the gallantry of the
this (Trimble’s) brigade, which I had the honor to
command for a short while.
To General Trimble’s staff' Captain McKim, aide; Captain Hall, assistant adjutant-general, aud Captain Hoffman, volunteer aide I am
greatly indebted for their assistance and gallant behavior under heavy
fire.
Captain McKim was severely wounded while bearing an order
from me to the Fifteenth Alabama Eegiment.
Captain Eodgers, commanding the Twelfth Georgia, and Captain
Miller, commanding the Twenty-first North Carolina, were both killed
on the field while gallantly discharging their duty. Major Glover,
commanding the Twenty-first Georgia, was very severely wounded.
Captain Feagin, commanding Fifteenth Alabama Eegiment, behaved
with a gallantry consistent with his high reputation for courage and
that of the regiment he commanded. I would especially call attention
to the case of Captain Feagin, as he asked me to correct an erroneous
impression which Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill had conceived of him by finding
him with a portion of his command in rear after the ammunition of his
men had given out and he had been ordered to fall back, by me. Captain Ffeagin] has since been severely wounded at Boteler’s Mill, and is
absent.
I ask that this statement be forwarded to General Jackson, in
justice to a gallant officer.
It gives

officers

and men of

—

G2

E

E—VOL

XIX, FT

I

—

978

OPERATIONS IN

N. VA.,

W. VA., MD., AND PA.

[Cuap.

XXXI.

A

list of killed and wounded has been forwarded to division headquarters, from which it will appear that out of less than 700 men carried into action the brigade lost 228 in killed and wounded.
Yery respectfully submitted.

JAMES
Colonel^

Maj. S.

A. WALKER,
Commanding Brigade.

Hale,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 272.
Report of Brig. Gen. Harry T. Hays, G. S. Army, commanding First Louisiana Brigade, of the battle of Sharpshurg.

Headquarters First Louisiana Brigade,
,

1862.

General Tuesday afternoon, September 16, 1 received an order from
:

General Lawton, commanding the Third (EwelPs) Division, to hold my
brigade in readiness to move at an instant’s notice. The brigade was
then stationed on the left of the road leading from the ford at Shepherdstown to Sharpsburg, about a mile from the battle-field. Between
4 and 5 o’clock I was directed to follow the brigade of General Early,
which took up the line of march in the direction of what I subsequently
ascertained was the extreme left of our line of battle.
About sunset we arrived in a body of woods behind the Dunkard
church, on the Hagerstown road, subjected, as we proceeded to this position, to the shelling of a battery of the enemy posted on an opposite emi-

Remaining here until after dark, and discovering that Early’s
brigade had moved its position still farther to the left to prevent a flank
movement of the enemy, I put my brigade in motion and placed it, at
General Early’s suggestion, immediately in the rear of his brigade.
nence.

Here we remained that

night.
light next morning, we were aroused by the report of musketry,
and in a short while after putting the troops in readiness I received an
order from General Lawton to proceed to a point in our lines yet unoccupied, and fill up the gap thus occasioned. The precise position assigned
me being uncertain, from the vagueness of the direction, I dispatched
my assistant adjutant-general, Oapt. John H. New, to General Lawton
Captain New was met by a courier sent
for more definite instructions.
by General Lawton to point out the place intended for my brigade. This
I discovered to be an opening in our lines between General Lawton’s
I was
brigade, on the right, and General
’s brigade, on the left.
ac>cordingly marching to the poipt, when I was overtaken by another
courier from General Lawton, directing me to return with the brigade
and take up a position in an open field immediately in rear of his brigade. I obeyed the order. Here I remained until I received from Colonel Douglass, commanding General Lawton’s brigade, a request to come
to his assistance. I then formed in line of battle and moved to the support of Colonel Douglass. Advancing to the position occupied by his
brigade, I proceeded about 150 yards beyond his line in the direction
of the enemy, having commenced firing as soon as I came up to the lines

At

of Colonel Douglass.
My brigade at this time did not number over 550 men,
liarly exposed was the position I occupied to an enfilading

and so pecufire

from sev-

:
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of their infantry in front, that in
so reduced, having lost more .than

fire

my command was

one-half (323 killed and wounded), that, on General Hood’s brigade coming up, as a re-enforcement, I was obliged to retire. I then jiroceeded
to gather together the remnant of my brigade. When this was accomplished, I moved again toward the front, but, on reaching the skirt of the
woods above referred to, I found General Hood’s brigade, sheltered by
the nature of the ground from a very severe artillery fire directed upon
it.
Upon consultation with General Hood, I considered it best to remain
there. I continued in this position until evening, when my brigade,
with General Hood, retired about a mile to the rear, and, forming in line
in an open field near the large stone barn, there remained during the
night.
I received an order from General Early, then
of the division (General Lawton having been wounded), to
advance my brigade to the woods then occupied by his own brigade, and,
forming upon his left, held that position until late Thursday night, when
I received orders to recross the Potomac.
I have no report to make of the action of Captain D’Aquin’s battery,
attached to my brigade, as that officer was not under my command during the action.
Of the officers and men under my command I have to speak in terms
The terrible loss among the officers
of the highest commendation.
evinces with what fidelity they discharged their duties.
To my stafi' Capt. John H. New, assistant adjutant-general, and
Lieut. Dwight Martin, aide-de-camp I am under particular obligations
for their constant attendance and prompt discharge of their several
duties.
Lieutenant Martin, I regret to add, was mortally wounded
early in the morning. Captain New, having his horse killed under him,
was disabled by the fall; and 1 am indebted to Major Young, quartermaster of this brigade, for voluntarily acting as my aide when deprived
of the services of the above-mentioned gentlemen.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. HAYS,
Brigadier- General j Commanding First Louisiana Brigade,

Early Thursday morning

in

command

—

—

HAREY

Early,
Commanding Third Division,

Brigadier- General

No. 273.
Deports of Maj, Gen, Ambrose B, Bbill, C. S, Army, commanding Light
Division^ of operations September 2-November 3.

Headquarters Light
Camp

Division,

Gregg, Va,, February 25, 1863.
Colonel: 1 have the honor to submit the following report of the
operations of my division from the crossing of the Eapidan, August 20,
to the repulse of the enemy at Castleman’s Ferry, November 3 [1862],
inclusive
The division was composed of the brigades of Generals Branch, Gregg,
Field, Pender, Archer, and Colonel Thomas, with the batteries of Braxton, Latham, Crenshaw, McIntosh, Davidson, and Pegram, under Lieut.
Col. E. L. Walker, chief of artillery.
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The march was without incident of importance
Warrenton Springs.*

until arriving at the

ford o'pposite the

On September

5 the division crossed into Maryland near Leesburg,
into Virginia at Williamsport; advanced upon
Martinsburg, skirmishing with the enemy^s pickets ; entered the town
on the 12th, and caused General White, with some 3,000 men, to fall
large quantity of commissary and quarback upon Harper’s Ferry.
termaster’s stores were taken at Martinsburg.
Saturday, the 13th, arrived at Harper’s Ferry, my division being in
advance.
On Sunday afternoon, the necessary signals from the Loudoun and
Maryland Heights having notified us that all was ready, I was ordered
by General Jackson to move along the left bank of the Shenandoah,
and thus turn the enemy’s left flank and enter Harper’s Ferry.” The
enemy occupied a ridge of hills known as Bolivar Heights, extending
from the Potomac to the Shenandoah, naturally strong, but rendered
very formidable by extensive earthworks. Having first shelled the
woods over which m^^ route lay, I moved obliquely to my right until I
struck the Shenandoah. Moving down the Shenandoah, I discovered
an eminence crowning the extreme left of the enemy’s line, bare of all
earthwork, the only obstacles being abatis of fallen timber. The enemy

and on the 11th recrossed

A

occupied this hill with infantry, but no artillery. Branch and Gregg
were ordered to continue the march along the river, and, during the
night, to take advantage of the ravines cutting the precipitous banks of
the river, and establish themselves on the plain to the left and rear of
the enemy’s works. Pender, Archer, and Brock enbrough were directed
Thomas followed as a
to gain the crest of the hill before mentioned.
The execution of this movement was intrusted to General
reserve.
Pender, his own brigade being commanded by Colonel Brewer. This
Avas accomplished with but slight resistance, and the fate of Harper’s
Ferry was sealed. Lieutenant-Colo*nel Walker was directed to bring
up his guns and establish them in the position thus gained. This was
done during the night, by the indomitable resolution and energy of
Colonel Walker and his adjutant (Lieutenant Chamberlayne), ably seconded by the captains of batteries. Generals Branch and Gregg had
also gained the position desired, and daybreak found them in rear of
the enemy’s line of defense. General Pender, with Thomas in support,
moved his brigades to within 150 yards of the works, and were sheltered as much as possible from the fire of the enemy.
At dawn, Lieutenant-Colonel Walker opened a rapid enfilade fire from
The enemy replied vigorall his batteries at about 1,000 yards range.
ouslj^ In an hour, the enemy’s fire seeming to be pretty Avell silenced,
the batteries were ordered to cease, and this was the signal for storming
the works. General Pender had commenced his advance, when, the
enemy again opening, Pegramand Crenshaw were run forward to within
400 yards, and, quickly coming into battery, poured in a damaging fire.
The enemy now displayed the white flag, and Lieutenant Chamberlayne
was sent in to know if they surrendered. This was soon ascertained to
be the fact, and the garrison, &c., was surrendered by General White,
Col. B. S. Miles, the commanding officer, having been mortally wounded.
By direction of General Jackson, I granted General White the most
liberal terms, and regret to report that this magnanimity was not appreciated by the enemy, as the wagons Avhich were loaned to carry off the
private baggage of the officers were not returned for nearly two months,
^

Portion here omitted
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and not until repeated calls liad been made for them. When I entered
the works of the enemy, which was only a few moments after the white
flag had been shown, there was apparently no organization of any kind.
That had ceased to exist.
The frnits of this victory were 11,000 prisoners, about 12,000 stand
of arms, 70 pieces of artillery, harness and horses, a large number of
wagons, commissary, anartermaster’s, and ordnance stores.
My loss was 3 killed and GG wounded.

SHARPSBURG.

By direction of General Jackson, I remained at Harper’s Ferry until
the morning of the 17th, when, at G.30 a. m., I received an order from
General Lee to move to Sharpsburg. Leaving Thomas, with his brigade,
to complete the removal of the captured property, my division was put
The head of my column arrived upon the batin motion at 7.30 a. m.
tle-field of Sharpsburg, a distance of 17 miles, at 2.30 o’clock, and, reporting in person to General Lee, he directed me to take position on
our right. Brig. Gen. I). E. Jones, commanding on our right, gave me
such information as my ignorance of the ground made necessary^ My
troops were rapidly thrown into position, Pender and Brockenbrougli
on the extreme right, looking to a road which crossed the Antietam near
its mouth. Branch, Gregg, and Archer extending to the left and connecting with D. E. Jones’ division. [D. G.] McIntosh’s battery had been
sent forward to strengthen Jones’ right, weakened 1) 3^ troops withdrawn
to our l^ft and center. Braxton’s battery, commanded by Lieutenant
[E. A.J Marye (Captain Braxton acting as chief of artillery), was placed
upon a commanding point on Gregg’s right; Crenshaw and Pegram on
^
a hill to my left, which gave them a wide field of fire.
3 troops were
notin a moment too soon. The enemy had already advanced in three
lines, had broken through Jones’ division, captured McIntosh’s battery,
and were in the full tide of success. With a yell of defiance. Archer
charged them, retook McIntosh’s guns, and drove them back i)ell-mell.
Branch and Gregg, with their old veterans, sternly held their ground,
and, pouring in destructive volle 3"S, the tide of the enemy surged back,
.and, breaking in confusion, passed out of sight.
During this attack, Pender’s brigade was moved from my right to the
center, but the enem 3^ were driven back without actively engaging his
brigade. The three brigades of my division activel 3^ engaged did not
number over 2,000 men, and these, with the help of 1113^ splendid batteries, drove back Burnside’s corps of 15,000 men.
The Confederacy has to mourn the loss of a gallant soldier and accom])lished gentleman, who fell in this battle at the head of his brigade
Brig. Gen. L. O’B. Branch, of Ntorth Carolina. He was my senior brigadier, and one to whom I could have intrusted the command of the
division, with all confidence.
^
General Gregg, of South Carolina, was wounded, and the brave Colonel Barnes mortally so. My gallant Captain Pegram, of the .artiller 3^,
was also wounded for the first time.
My loss was G3 killed, 283 wounded; total, 34G.
lay upon the field of battle that night and until the next night
.at 1 o’clock, when my division was silently withdrawn, and, as directed
by General Lee, covered the retirement of our army.
My division crossed the Potomac into Virginia about 10 a. m. the next
morning, every wagon .and piece of artillery having been safely put on
the Virginia sliore. I bivouacked that night (19th) about 5 miles from
Sliepherdstown.

M

We

-
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SHEPHERDSTOWN.

On the morning of the 20th, at 6.30 o’clock, 1 was directed by General
Jackson to take my division and drive across the river some brigades
of the enemy who had crossed during the night, driven olf General
Pendleton’s artillery, capturing four pieces, and were making preparations to hold their position. Arriving opposite Boteler’s Ford, and about
half a mile therefrom, I formed my line of battle in two lines, the first
the brigades of Pender, Gregg, and Thomas, under command of General
Gregg, and the second. Lane (Branch’s brigade), Archer, and Brocken
brough, under the command of General Archer. The enemy had lined
the opposite hills with some seventy. pieces of artillery, and the infantry
who had crossed lined the crest of the high banks on the Virginia shore.
My hues advanced simultaneously, and soon encountered the enemy.
This advance was made in the face of the most tremendous fire of artillery I ever saw, and too much praise cannot be awarded my regiments
It was as if each man felt that the
for their steady, unwavering step.
fate of the army was centered in himself. The infantry opposition in
front of Gregg’s center and right was but trifling, and soon brushed away.
The enemy, however, massed in front of Pender, and, extending, endeavored to turn his left. General Pender became hotly engaged, and informing Archer of his danger, he (Archer) moved by the left flank, and

forming on Pender’s left, a simultaneous, daring charge was made, and
the enemy driven pell-mell into the river. Then commenced the most
The broad surface
terrible slaughter that this war has yet witnessed.
of the Potomac was blue with the floating bodies of our foe. But few
escaped to tell the tale. By their own account they lost 3,000 men, killed
and drowned, from one brigade alone. Some 200 prisoners were taken.
My own loss was 30 killed and 231 wounded total, 261.
This was a wholesome lesson to the enemy, and taught them to know
that it may be dangerous sometimes to press a retreating army. In this
battle I did not use a piece of artillery.
My division performed its share in the destruction of the Baltimore
and Ohio Railroad, and about November 1 took position at Oastleman’s
Ferry, near Snicker’s Gap.
On November 3, Archer’s and Thomas’ brigades being on picket at the
ferry, with Pegram’s and Latham’s batteries, the enemy made an attempt
to cross the river, but were handsomely repulsed by the Nineteenth
Georgia and the batteries, with a loss of 200 men.
During this campaign the especial good conduct of Colonels Brewer,
[F.] Mallory, [R. W.] Folsom, and Maj. C. 0. Cole deserves mention.
Captain Wright, of Georgia, commanding my escort, was invaluable to
me, and proved himself a cool, clear-headed fighter.
My thanks are due my stafl* for their hearty co-operation and intelligent transmission of my orders under a fire frequently uncomfortably
hot Maj. R. C. Morgan, assistant adjutant-general Major [R. J.] Wingate, Capt. R. H. T. Adams, signal officer Lieut. Murray [F.] Taylor,
aide-de-camp, and Lieutenant [C. H.] Camfield, of my escort.
My loss during this series of battles was 348 killed and 2,209
;

—

5

;

wounded
I

;

total, 2,557.

am,

sir,

very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
A. P. HILL,
Major- General, Commanding Light Division.

Lieut. Col. C. J. Faulkner,
Assistant .Adjutant-General, Seeond

Army

Corps.
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General summary of

Tcillcd

and wounded.

Headquahters Light

Captain

:

Division,
Kovemher 3, [1862J 5,20 p. in.
One brigade and a squadron of cavalry advanced down to

—

the ford this evening, apparently with the intention to essay a crossing.
I had Archer’s and Pender’s brigades and Pegram’s and Latham’s batteries there, under command of General Archer.
They handsomely
repulsed the enemy, and when I left were taking off their dead and
wounded, under a white flag. I have added Brockenbrough’s brigade
to the picket to-night, and sent a picket to Shepherd’s Mill, some 4 miles
above Castleman’s Ferry. Major White gallantly held his position on
the other side, and preceded the enemy so closely that caution had to be
exercised to prevent exposing his men. I directed General Jones to
leave at 2 o’clock. I have not thought it necessary to call upon him.
Kespectfullj",

A. P. HILL,
Major-General.

.

Capt. A. S.

Pendleton,

A ssistant A djutant- General.

No. 274.
Report of Lieut. Col. R. L. Wallcerj G. 8. Army^ commanding Artillery
Battalion, of operations September 13-17.

March
Major

:

I

have the honor

to

1,

1863.

submit the following report of the part
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taken by tlie artillery of tbe Light Division in the series of
mencing with Warren ton Springs, August 24, 1862 *
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battles com-

:

*

*

*

*

*

*

#

At Leesburg

the batteries of Capts. A. C. Latham and Fleet and a
section of Captain Pegram’s were, by order, left in camp, to recruit.
Nothing worthy of mention in this report transpired in our march
through Maryland, nor until our arrival at Harper’s Ferry, on September 13.
In the afternoon of Sunday, the 14th, my artillery, bj' order of MajorGeneral Hill, went into battery on a height some 2 miles southwest of
Bolivar Heights, from which point we shelled the woods on Bolivar
Heights south of the enemy’s earthworks. About sunset of the same
evening, the rifled section of Captain McIntosh’s command went into
battery on Bolivar Heights at a point about 800 yards distant from the
enemy’s earthworks. General Hill’s division being in advance of him.
Before dawn next morning (Monday, 15th), a section from the batteries
of Captains Braxton, Pegram, and Davidson and the full battery of
Captain Crenshaw were carried, though with much difficulty, to the point
occupied by Captain McIntosh. Captain Crenshaw’s battery was held in
reserve, there being no position lor his guns. At daylight the batteries
opened with rapid and eflective fire upon the enemy’s works, and were
responded to by two batteries firing quickly and without good direction.
By General Hill’s order, our fire ceased as soon as that of the enemy was
discontinued, which occurred in an hour. At the latter part of the engagement Captain Crenshaw relieved Captain Braxton, whose ammunition was exhausted. After a short interval, the enemy’s guns again
opened, but slowly and without effect. The guns of Captains Pegram
and Crenshaw were advanced about 400 yards nearer their earthwork,
and opened furiously upon it. In five minutes a white flag floated upon
the works, and the battle ceased.
In this battle our casualties were slight, as heretofore reported.
I carried four of my batteries into the fight at Sharpsburg, viz Braxton’s, Pegram’s, Mc’Intosh’s, and Crenshaw’s.
Captain Davidson was
My command
left at Harper’s Ferry with General Thomas’ brigade.
arrived upon the field at about 3 p. m., and weut immediately into action.
Captain Sicintosh took position to the right and in rear of General
Toombs’ brigade, in rear of the position afterward taken by General
Archer’s brigade. Here he was hotly encountered by several batteries
of the enemy, to whom he responded vigorously until his attention was
attracted by the steady and formidable advance of the enemy’s infantry
upon his position, the infantry on the left not supporting him. The
enemy continued to advance, in defiance of his rapid and eflective tire, until
within 60 yards of his guns, when Captain McIntosh was forhed to withdraw his men, horses, and limbers. By this time General Archer’s brigade had formed in line of battle to the rear of the battery, and, before
the enemy reached the guns, charged and drove them back in great conCaptain Pegram’s battery was posted on the right of Captain
fusion.
McIntosh, and directed his fire chiefly upon the enemy’s infantry. One
gun of this battery (the ammunition of the follower having been exhausted), together with Captain Braxton’s rifles, which had been engaging the enemy from a point to the right and rear of Captain Pegram’s,
were, at 4.30 p. ii]., placed in battery on a height, forming the extreme
right of the Light Division, and giving an enfilading fire. From this
point they were worked, with beautiful precision and great eflect, upon
:

^Portion here omitted
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the infantry of the enemy until nightfall closed the engagement. Captain Pegram’s gun was withdrawn after a few rounds, the men being
exhausted by the march from HarpePs Perry and the labor at the guns.
Captain Crenshaw’s battery was the last to reach the field, and took
position on a hill in front of Captain McIntosh, from which, disregarding
the enemy’s artillery, he directed his fire entirely at their infantry.
Very respectfullv, your obedient servant,
11. L.
Lieutenant- Colonel^ Gomdg. Battery Artillery., TJglit Div.

WALKER,

Maj. R. C. Morgan,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Light Division.

Ko. 275.
Report of Brig. Gen. James H. Lane,

G. 8.

Army, commanding BraneWs

brigade, of operations September 2-20.

Headquarters Fourth Brigade,
November 14, 18G2.
of the part taken by
the
following
report
submit
honor
to
I have the
this brigade in the various engagements from Cedar Run to Shepherdstown, inclusive
The report must necessarily be imperfect, as I was not in command
of the brigade until after General Branch’s tall, while most of the officers who commanded the different regiments are now absent, and did
not leave with the assistant adjutant- general any account of the part
taken in the various battles by their respective commands.*
*

#

*

*

*

harper’s ferry.

The second day after the engagement at Ox Hill we marched through
Leesburg, crossed the Potomac into Maryland on the 5th, and moved
Then
in the direction of Frederick, where we remained several days.
recrossed the Potomac at Williamsport, and marched on Harper’s Ferry
through Martiusburg. The evening of the 14th, we advanced down the
Winchester and Harper’s Ferry Railroad. The Seventh Regiment was
in advance, and its skirmishers, commanded by Captain [JohnG.] Knox,
succeeded in driving the enemy’s sharpshooters from a high position
overlooking the railroad. The remainder of the brigade reached this
position after midnight, and there slept upon their arms until day, when
every one was in readiness and awaited the orders to advance. After
a short but rapid and well-directed artillery fire from our batteries, the
enemy displayed several white flags, and we marched into the place
without further resistance. We captured several prisoners the evening
of the 14th. Our loss was 4 wounded.

SHARPSBURG.

We

left Harper’s Ferry on September 17, and, after a very rapid and
fatiguing march, recrossed the Potomac and reached Sharpsburg in time
to participate in the fight.
The entire brigade was ordered to the right,
and, on reaching the field, the Twenty-eighth was detached by General
A. P. Hill, in person, and sent on the road to the left leading to Sharps*

Portions of report liere omitted arc
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to repel the enemy’s skirmishers, who were advancing through a
of corn. The rest of the brigade moved nearly at right angles to
our line, and on the enemy’s flank. The Thirty -third, Seventh, and
Thirty- seventh were the regiments principally engaged. They fought
well, and assisted in driving back three separate and distinct columns
of the enemy. The Eighteenth was not actively engaged. I was ordered,
about sunset, to rejoin the brigade, and on doing so ascertained that General Branch had been killed. It was after sunset when I assumed command of the brigade. I found the Seventh, Thirty-seventh, and Thirtythird posted behind a stone fence, and the Eighteenth sheltered in a
hollow in rear. I ordered the Twenty-eighth to the left of the line, but
the order was delivered to the Eighteenth, which was posted to the left
behind a rail fence, a portion of it being broken back to guard against
a flank movement. The Twenty-eighth was posted to the left of the
Seventh, in the opening caused by the withdrawal of a few Georgia
troops. Although annoyed by the enemy’s sharpshooters, we held our
did not
I)o'sition until ordered to fall back, on the night of the 18th.
cross the river until late next day. General Gregg’s, General Archer’s,
and this brigade formed the rear guard of the army, and were kept in
line, facing the enemy, until infantry, artillery, cavalry, wagons, and
ambulances had all safely crossed.
Our loss in this engagement was our brigadier-general (L. O’B. Branch)
killed, 20 others killed, 79 wounded, and 4 missing.

burg
field

We

SHEPHERDSTOWN.

On the morning of September 20, we were moved with the balance of
the division back to the ferry near Shepherds town. Soon after we had
taken our position in line in the field of corn in rear of the.wheat-stacks,
we were ordered to advance, in the face of a storm of round shot, shell,
and grape.
moved forward in line until we reached General Pender’s brigade, sheltered behind the hill in front of the residence near the
Finding that he was outflanked on the left, we then moved by
ferry.
the left flank until we unmasked his brigade. The men, on reaching
the top of the hill, raised a yell and poured a deadly "Are into the enemy,
who fled precipitately and in great confusion to the river. Advancing
at a double-quick, we soon gained the bank of the river, and continued
our destructive fire upon those who were attempting to regain the
Maryland shore at the old dam just above the ferry.
held our
position all that day immediately upon the bank of the river, though
exposed to the heaviest cannonading of the war, and in range of the
enemy’s sharpshooters, who were posted in strong force on the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. Our loss was 3 killed and 71 wounded.
Lieutenant-Colonel Purdie, who bravely commanded the Eighteenth
in most of these engagements, desires that special mention should be
made of Capt. John D. Barry, of Company I, for his coolness and gallantry and devotion to duty. Captains Turner and Knox, of the Seventh, have on all occasions, but especially as commanders of skirmishers, won the admiration of the entire brigade by their daring and efficiency. Lieutenants [W. W. Cloninger and [G. W.] McCauley, of the
Twenty-eighth, are also deserving special notice for their great bravery
and faithfulness in the discharge of their duties.

We

We

|

Verv

respectfully,

JAMES

H.

LAKE,

Brigadier- General.

Maj. E. C.

Morgan.
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Report of Brig. Gen. Samuel McGowan., C. 8. Army., of operations of
Gregg^s brigade^ September 3-December 3.

Hdqrs. 2d Brig., A. P. Hildas Light

Div., 2d A. 0.,
February 9, 1863.
Major In compliance with the request of Major-General Hill, to send
in a report of all military operations in which this brigade was engaged
from the time when General Lee took command at Gordonsville to the
time when we left the valley, I have the honor to submit the following
general statement, which has been delayed on account of the absence
of two regiments on fatigue duty:
Not having been in command of the brigade, but only of one of its
regiments (the Fourteenth South Carolina Volunteers) during these
operations, I have not been able to make such a detailed report of particular events as the subject deserved, but am obliged to content myself
with a mere outline of operations the most important. Would that the
lamented General Gregg, lately in command of the brigade, was here to
make out the report of achievements in which he performed so large a
part himself and which he could have recorded better than any one else.
I understand that the call does not include the Cedar Eun (or Slaughter
Mountain) campaign, which this brigade, as part of your division, made
under Major-General (now Lieutenant-General) Jackson.*

Camp

Gregg., Va.j

:

#*#****
CAPTURE OF harper’s FERRY.

The brigade left Ox Hill on September 3, and, marching through
Dranesville and Leesburg, crossed the Potomac into Maryland at White’s
Ford on the 5th. They rested at Monocacy Junction, near Frederick
City, until the 10th, when, in order to perform their part in the investment and capture of Harper’s Ferry, they commenced a forced march,
and making a large circuit by way of Boonsborough, Williamsport, and
Martinsburg, reached the vicinity of Harper’s Ferry from the Virginia
side on the 13th.
Sunday, the 14th, the brigade moved down the Winchester Eailroad,
on the left bank of the Shenandoah, and were engaged during the night
until 2 o’clock the next morning in getting into position on the plateau
between the Shenandoah and Bolivar Heights, the latter place being
held by a strong force of the enemy. Here morning dawned upon the
command ready to storm the heights. The view was magnificent, presenting such a spectacle as is rarely seen. At early dawn the batteries
of McIntosh and Davidson opened upon the left of our position, and
soon after other batteries commenced firing upon the enemy from the
Loudoun Heights beyond the Shenandoah. When everything was ready
for the assault, a white flag was seen displayed by the enemy as evidence
of surrender, and at 7.30 o’clock on the morning of September 15 Maj.
Gen. A. P. Hill entered the captured works. At 9 o’clock the brigade
was marched up to the heights and employed in guarding prisoners,
arms, &c.
sustained no loss in these brilliant operations.

We

SHARPSBURG.

At Harper’s Ferry, during the 16tb, heavy cannonading on the Maryland side was distinctly heard, and on Wednesday we made a forced
*

Portion here omitted

is

printed in Series

T,

Vol. XIT, Part

II,

pp. 678-683.

OPERATIONS IN

988

march up the

N. VA.,

W. VA., MB., AND PA.

river, crossed the river at Boteler’s

[Chap.

XXXT.

Ford, a short distance

below Shepherdstown, and arrived on the field of Sharpsburg in the
afternoon, about 2 mdes from the Potomac, reaching the actual presence of the enemy at 3.40 p. m., which was not a moment too soon for
the fortunes of the day. The general line of our army seemed to be in
front of the town of Sharpsburg, facing east, with its right flank stretching toward the Potomac. The enemy Tvere in front along the line of
the Antietam Eiver. We came upon the field on the extreme right of
our line, perhaps 2 miles from the Potomac. It was seen at once that
a large force of the enemy (said to be Burnside’s division) were in the
act of sweeping down the Antietam and around our right, with the object,
manifestly, of cutting off* our army from the Potomac. The Light Division came i'rom the proper direction and at the right moment to meet this
column and drive it back across the Antietam. Gregg’s brigade was
placed in position on the right. The Fourteenth South Carolina Yolunteers (Lieutenant-Colonel Simpson) being the leading regiment, was
thrown out to hold a position on the extreme right, being the point of
our line nearest the Potomac. The enemy, checked in his flank movement, never got so far to our right, and consequently that regiment was
not actively engaged. The First (Colonel Hamilton), Twelfth (Colonel
Barnes), and Thirteenth South Carolina Volunteers (Colonel Edwards)
formed in line of battle, and were directed to enter the field to the left
of the Fourteenth and drive back the enemy. This line advanced to the
top of a hill in a corn-field, and there engaged the enemy, who appeared
advancing in force upon the opposite hill, and held a fence in the ravine
between the hills. They checked at once the advance of the enemy.
Colonel Edwards, on the left, took up a strong position behind a stone
fence and held it. Colonel Barnes advanced down the hill, and with a
charge gallantly drove the enemy from the fence in front. He was, however, in a few moments flanked by a large body on the right, and had to
retire his regiment a short distance up the hill, the enemy immediately
reoccupying the fence. Colonel Barnes soon returned to the attack, and
upon the same ground charged with his fine regiment three times, and
the last time drove them from the fence and up the hill beyond, with
great slaughter.
In the mean time Colonel Hamilton, feeling a heavy pressure upon his
right, obliqued his regiment in that direction and gallantly drove them,
clearing the front and at the same time covering the right of Colonel
Barnes.
heavy body now appeared on the right of Colonel Hamilton,
and Captain Perrin, commanding Orr’s Eifles, was sent out to sweep the
field in that direction.
He led his regiment up a hill, discovered the
enemy in the hollow beyond, dispersed them at once, and held the posiThus, the coltion, which was somewhat in advance of the gener al line.
umns which were enveloping the right of our army were driven back at
all ])oints, and, at the last moment, Sharpsburg made a victory for the
Confederate arms.
The brigade held its position on the field all night, the next day, and
until 3 o’clock in the morning of Friday, the 19th, when they joined the
division and moved toward Boteler’s Ford, on the Potomac, which was
crossed without losing a man. In the critical operation of crossing the
river in the face of so large a force, the Light Division (General A. P.
Hill) was the rear guard, and Gregg’s brigade was in rear of the division.
Two companies of the Fourteenth South Carolina Volunteers, under the
command of Captain Brown, were tlirown out by Lieutenant-Colonel
[W. D.| Simpson as skirmishers, in a corn-field about a mile from the
liver, thus covering the passage of the army.

A
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About 9 a. m., while the Light Division was crossing, Captain Brown’s
small detachment was attacked by cavalry, but, dispersing them by a
single volley, they succeeded in reaching the river and crossing in safety.
The lighting at Sharpsburg was severe, and the loss considerable,
being, in the aggregate, 165.
Among the killed were Col. Dixon Barnes, Capt. ¥. A. Erwin, and
Lieutenant [J. B.] Blackman, of the Twelfth South Carolina Volunteers,
and Lieut. G. A. McIntyre,* of the First South Carolina Volunteers.
Among the wounded were Capt. M. B. Parker, of the First South
Carolina Volunteers j Capts. J. L. Miller and H. C. Davis, Lieuts. B. M.
Kerr, W. J. Stover, and S. Y. Roseborough, of the Twelfth South Carolina Volunteers
Capt. J. M. Perrin, commanding Orr’s Rifles, and
Lieuts. J. M. Wheeler and W. L. Litzsey, of the Thirteenth.
Where all did so well it may not be unpardonable to declare that in
this battle the palm was borne oil' by the intrepid Colonel Barnes, who
nobly fell while leading the invincible Twelfth in their last victorious
charge. Colonel Barnes was as amiable and generous in peace as he
was gallant and irresistible in war. Having large wealth and high
position at home, he left all to fall at the head of his beloved regiment,
gallantly struggling for the independence of his countiy.
;

statement of

killed,

wounded, and missing.

SHEPHERDSTOWN.
After crossing the river into Virginia and marching about 5 miles, the
brigade spent the night, and was ordered back next morning, the 20th,
to Boteler’s Ford, near Shepherdstown, to drive back the enemy, who
was reported to be crossing at that point. General Gregg formed line
of battle (Orr’s Rifles deployed as skirmishers in front) and advanced
in splendid style. The batteries of the enemy on the Maryland side
poured upon them a terrible fire of grape, round shot, and shell. Their
practice was remarkably fine, bursting shells in the ranks at every discharge. The Fourteenth South Carolina Volunteers (Lieutenant-Colonel Simpson), from the nature of the ground over which it passed, was
Ijarticularly exposed. When the artillery made gaps in their ranks, thej’'
closed up like veterans, and marched on without confusion or in the least
losing distance. The Rifles went down near to the river and drove the
enemy into the water, most of them being either killed or drowned.
The brigade lay under a terrible fire of shells all day, and at dark returned to bivouac.
The loss of the brigade was 63 killed and wounded, mostly in the
Fourteenth, among the killed being the brave, generous, and efficient
* It

was Archibald McIntyre who was

in February, 1864.

killed.

G. A. McIntyre appears as a captain
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Capt. James H. Duulap, of Laurens, S. 0., who was blown to pieces by
shell, and among the wounded was Lieut. D. H. Hamilton, jr., adjutant of the First South Carolina Volunteers.

a

Statement of killed and wounded.

Command.

Aggregate.

Wounded.

a
Orr’s Rifles
1st South Carolina Volunteers

1
4

12th South Carolina Volunteers
13th South Carolina Volunteers.
14th South Carolina Volunteers

1

1

2

Total

j

4

10

45

2
55

10

53

63

SNICKER’S GAP.

On Sunday, Ntovember 2, occurred the affair at Gastleman’s Ford,
near Snicker’s Gap. Gregg’s and Thomas’ brigades, accompanied by a
battery of artillery, were thrown forward as a sort of picket to secure
that ford against any eff*ort General McClellan (who was reported to be
at Snickersville in force) might make to pass the mountains there.
Gregg’s brigade took position, and, under light fire of artillery, awaited
the approach of the enemy, who never reached our side of the ford. In
this affair the brigade lost 3 wounded, 1 mortally.
statement of killed and wounded.

Command.

Aggregate.

§
o

Killed.

Orr’x Rifles
.
..
12th South Carolina Volunteers

1

.

Tetfil

-

-

1

--

1

2

2

2

3

The brigade remained in bivouac at different places in the lower valley until Saturday, NTovember 22, when they moved with the Light Division from Jordan’s Spring, on the Opequon, near Winchester. Marching
up the Winchester and Staunton turnpike, we turned to the left at New
Market, passed the Blue Eidge at Milan’s Gap, then covered with snow,
and on the 27th left the beautiful valley of Virginia. Passing by Madison and Orange, we reached the Massaponax hills, near Fredericksburg,
on Wednesday, December 3, having made a march of 175 miles in twelve
days.

Again regretting much the many imperfections of this hasty sketch
of operations, which must be historical, I have the honor to be, major,
very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S.

McGOWAN,

Brigadier- General, Comdg. Second Brigade, Light Division.

Maj. K. C.

Morgan,

Assistant Adjutant- General,
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— killed and wounded.

j|

]

Manassas.

Gap.

Command.

Rappahannock.
Shepherdstown.

Aggregate.

Hill.
Sharpsburg.
Snicker’s

Second

Ox

Orr’s Rifles South Carolina Volunteers
olunteers .......
1st South Carolina
12th South Carolina Volunteers....

V

13tli Soiitli CciroliHf^r

2
3

116
143
145
144
65

26

5

613

104

...............
-

14th South Carolina VulnutfiftTH

Total

30
8
11
29

12
34
104
15

165

1

2

160
189
263
192
149

3

953

1

4
1

2
55
63

277.

Rejwrt of Col. D.

11.

Hamilton., First South Carolina Infantry., of operations September 2-20.

September
Captain: In obedience

to orders

30, 1862.

from Brigadier-General Gregg,

re-

ceived this date, I herewith beg leave to hand in my report of the part
taken by the Twelfth Regiment South Carolina Volunteers in the battles of Manassas, August 29 and 30; battle of Ox Hill, September 1;
the capture of Harper’s Ferry; the battles of Sharpsburg and Shepherd stown, or Boteler’s Ford.
I was not present with my regiment in the three first-named battles,
being on sick leave, in consequence of a severe and protracted illness,
contracted by exposure and fatigue in the battles of June 26, 27, and 30,
and July 1, around Richmond; consequently my report of the battles of
August 29 and 30 must be prepared from the reports of company officers, there being no field officer at present with the regiment who was
on duty with the regiment at that time.*

*******

At Frederick City, Md., I rejoined my regiment and resumed command of it, and am now able to report from my own personal knowledge the part taken by the First Regiment South Carolina Volunteers
in the battles of Harper’s Ferry, September 15; Sharpsburg, September
17, and Shepherdstown (or Boteler’s Ford), September 20.
In reference to that of Harper’s Ferry, we were not at all engaged
with the enemy, although brought into position to attack them, as they
surrendered after a very feeble defense of their position. I would only
remark that my little regiment had the honor of receiving the arms of
a brigade of the enemy which surrendered to us.
At Sharpsburg, on September 17, I am happy to say that my regiment performed much more efficient service, adding largely to its wellearned reputation for gallantry. We had scarcely reached the field of
battle on the right of our line, when a heavy force of the enemy appeared,
with the design of outflanking the Confederate forces which had been
*
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CD gaged previous to our arrival on the scene of action. Immediate and
prompt measures were taken by Brigadier-General Gregg to engage the
enemy, then so near us. I was thrown forward, and, pressing on over
fences and every obstacle, reached a high ridge in a corn-field to find a
large force (for my regiment to contend with) moving down upon me and
endeavoring to seek such concealment in the corn-field as would enable
them to surprise me, but my gallant regiment were too fully alive to tln^
importance of the position which they held, and commenced a deadly fire
upon the enemy in the corn-field and on the line of the fence beyond.
had scarcely been fairly engaged, when Major McCreary, who commanded the right wing, came down to inform me that a regiment of the
enemy were passing round our flank. I ordered hbn to throw back the
three right companies, in order that a front might be presented to the
enemy, and immediately ojiened fire upon them, cutting them down as
fast as they attempted to form on the edge of the corn-field, in the open
ground. The fire from my regiment was rapid, and ammunition commenced to fail and the charges to clog in the rifles. In some instances
the men were obliged to use stones to hammer the charges down. Just
at this time, it was reported to me by one of my officers that another
regiment had gained the hill in my rear. This sounded like danger. I
looked, but instead of the enemy there floated our own bonny blue flag.
The Rifles had come to our assistance, and not one moment too soon,
for in a few moments my fire must have ceased for want of ammunition.
The enemy soon retired, dark came on, and we slept upon the field of

We

battle.

To say that my regiment (officers and men) behaved well would scarcely
be doing them justice. They did all that soldiers may do actuated by
courage and steady, good conduct, contending in a noble cause. I
cannot particularize officers or men; it would be invidious, and in
attempting to praise some I am sure that I should be doing injustice
to others.

Our position was maintained until the 18th, when we commenced our
march to recross the Potomac, which was effected without molestation
from the enemy.
On the 20th the enemy had pushed his skirmishers across the river
at BotelePs Ford, near Shepherdstown, W. Ya., and at an early hour we
were called upon to advance, which was done under a heavy fire of shot
and shell from the batteries of the enemy on the other side. My regiment moved steadily forward, regardless of this fire, never for one moment wavering or breaking its line. Our position was attained without
casualty, reaching an indentation behind the crest of a hill. We lay
for hours subjected to the most deadly fire of artillery, but, beyond a
few slight wounds, we escaped without serious injury. I may mention
among those wounded was Oapt. [Lieut.] D. H. Hamilton, jr., acting
adjutant First Regiment South Carolina Volunteers.
I have the honor to submit report* of casualties in the different battles in which the regiment has been engaged since the 29th ultimo, respectively marked A, B, C, H, E, and F.
I am, captain, very lespectfullv, your obedient servant,
D. H. HAMILTO^T,
Colonel First Regiment South Carolina Volunteers,

Capt. A. 0.
*
1).

Embodied

682.

iu

Haskell.
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ITo. 278.

Reports of Lieut. Col. James M. Ferrin, First South Carolina Rifles^ of
operations September 15-20.

Gregg’s Brigade, Light Division,
September 30,' 1862.
In obedience to orders, I submit the following report of
the part taken by the First South Carolina Eifles, under my command,
at the battle of Harper’s Ferry
This engagement with the enemy was conducted mostly by artillery.
The First South Carolina Eifles only held position with the brigade, and
was not actually engaged.
On Sunday evening the brigade, with other troops of the division,
advanced down the Harper’s Ferry and Winchester Eailroad. The regiment, with the brigade, by daylight on Monday morning, had ascended
Bolivar Heights and taken position between the enemy and the Shenandoah Eiver. Shortly after we had taken this position, our various
batteries opened fire, and in a short time the enemy surrendered.
We had no one killed or wounded in this action. I herewith submit
detailed reports of the number of men taken into action, with a list* of
those who absented themselves without leave.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Colonel

:

:

JAS. M. PEEEIN,
Lieutenant- Colonel First South Carolina Rifles.
[Inclosure.]

Statement of the strength of First South Carolina Eifles in the battle of Harper’s Ferry,
September 15.

Field and staff

3
9
221

Officers

Non-commissioned

officers

and privates

Total

233

Gregg’s Brigade, Light Division,
September 30, 1862.
herewith submit the following report of the action of
the First South Carolina Eifles, under my command, in the battle of

Colonel

:

I

Sharpsburg

The brigade reached the battle-field about 3 o’clock in the afternoon,
and immediately afterward our line was formed. I was ordered to advance my regiment across the corn-field in front on the right of Colonel
Hamilton, First South Carolina Volunteers, who had preceded me by a
few minutes. The regiment advanced across the field in good order,
moving rapidly, as Colonel Hamilton, on our left, had already engaged
the enemy. So soon as we ascended to the crest of the hill in our front,
we discovered a regiment of the enemy who had succeeded in turning
Colonel Hamilton’s right, and were delivering a destructive fire on his
Our advance was such as to completely turn the left flank of
flank.

We

delivered a destructive volley into it before our
presence seemed to be realized. The first volley was followed by a
sharp fire from our side, which the enemy at first attempted to return j

this regiment.

*

63

—

R R VOL -XIX, PT

I

Omitted.

994

OPEEATIONS IN

N. VA.,-W. VA., MD.,

AND

PA.

[Chap.

XXXL

but SO great was the confusion caused by our fire, this large, wellequipped regiment failed to rally, broke and fled from the field in the
utmost confusion, leaving their guns, knapsacks, and dead and wounded
in large numbers on the field. We succeeded in capturing 11 prisoners,
among them Captain Bowen, of Ehode Island, who had been slightly

wounded

in the action.

In the engagement I am happy to report the uniform good conduct
of both officers and men. Early in the action the color -bearer (Malone,
of Company B) was shot down. The standard was caught up by Private Clinkscales, of Company D, and borne through the fight. I also
received a slight wound in the throat, which, fortunately, did not disable me from continuing in command.
During the latter part of the engagement the regiment was much annoyed by the enemy’s sharpshooters on the hill to our right. In order
to save the command from the fire, I ordered Captain Eobertson, of Company B, who occupied the right of the regiment, to detach his company
and take such position as would enable him to dislodge them and silence
their fire. This order was promptly and effectively obeyed, and we
were thus for a time saved from this annoyance.
The battle closed a little before sundown. The regiment held the battle-field, and, with the killed and wounded of the enemy around us, we
awaited orders. About this time General Gregg, in person, rode in front
of our line and ordered me to hold the position which I had gained.
We slept on the field, having secured our lines by a strong picket guard,
under the immediate command of Captain Miller, of Company G.
In this engagement we had only 1 man killed with
wounded, most
of them slightly. This inconsiderable loss, in my judgment, is attribu-

—

prompt and effective fire of the regiment.
During the day (Thursday) we held our position of the night previous.
In the morning I found the enemy had placed his sharpshooters under
cover of a fence on our right and in front. We were annoyed by this
fire during the day.
As I had received orders early in the morning to
do nothing to bring on a general engagement, I refrained from any attempt to dislodge them. During this day I had 1 man killed.
At 11 o’clock Thursday night I was ordered to call in my pickets and
silently retire from the field, which I successfully did, after having held
table to the

for near thirty-six hours.
In this engagement I acknowledge my indebtedness to the officers of
the regiment for the vigor and promptness with which they carried out
my orders, and to the men for the spirit with which they executed them.
I herewith inclose reports of the strength of the regiment as it went
into action, with a list of the killed and wounded. It is also my unpleasant duty to inclose a list as disgraceful and infamous as the other
is honorable and glorious.
There are those who bear the name of soldier who have deserted their colors and their comrades in the hour of
danger, who have cowardly failed to participate in the glorious achiev^ements which will make a name for the regiment and adorn the State
from which we came. I herewith inclose a list* of those who were
absent from this battle without the proper leave.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
it

JAS. M. PEEEIK,
Lieutenant- Colonel First South Carolina Rifles.

Colonel LiviNasTON,
First South Carolina Rifles.
Omitted.
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[In closure.]

Statement of the strength of First South Carolina Bifles in the battle of Sharpshurg, September 17.

Field and staff
Officers

3
B
183

-

Privates and non-commissioned officers

194

Total

JAS. M.

PEERm,

Lieutenant- Colonel First South Carolina Rifles,

Gregg’s Brigade, Light Division,
September 30, 18G2.
submit the following report of the part taken by the First South Carolina Rifles, under
my command, in the battle of Shepherdstown, on September 20:
In the line of battle, the First South Carolina Rifles formed on the
right of the brigade. Before advancing, by order of General Gregg, I
detached four companies from the regiment to cover the front of the
brigade, as skirmishers. This force I placed under the immediate command of Captain [W. M.] Hadden, of Company A. He deployed his
line and advanced, soon engaging and driving in the enemy’s line of
pickets, after a sharp encounter. The firing along our line of skirmishers becoming continuous, I was ordered to advance the remaining six
companies of my command to a position from which I could support my
skirmishers, should they need aid. I advanced my line down the road
leading to the ford, moving b}^ the left flank, under a very heavy fire from
the enemy’s batteries on the opposite side of the river. This fire became
so severe, as a matter of safety I found it necessary to deploy the regiment
at short intervals to the right and left of the road, advancing, in this
order until I could communicate with Captain Hadden, who was keeping up a continuous fire in my front. This advance was made in fine
style and good order, under the most trying fire of shell and shot I have
ever experienced. I found that Captain Hadden had secured a most
eligible position, commanding the field over which the enemy were attempting to cross to the Maryland side, having been routed by our forces
on our left. The tire of our skirmishers must have been very destructive, as they were within easy range, and fired at a confused mass hurrying across the river to a place of safety. Some of the men in this engagement fired as many as 25 rounds. The enemy, by his artillery and
sharpshooters, attempted to drive in our skirmishers and control the
The effort, however, proved ineffectual.
ford.
In the afternoon. General Gregg, in person and alone, made a reconnaissance of the enemy’s position, passing down the road very near to
the ford. Having discovered the enemy still escaping in squads across
the river, he directed Captain Hadden to take position, with a part of his
force, still nearer the ford, and, in obedience to his order, I directed Captain Miller to advance four companies farther down the road to the right,
in order to protect him. Both of these orders were executed promptly
and with spirit. The positions had only been taken when we were relieved by a company of cavalry acting as infantry, and our forces ordered
I led the regiment out in safety, it having, through the whole
to return.
day, most wonderfully escaped from the many shells that exploded all

Colonel In obedience to your orders,
:

around

us.

I herewith

:
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In this action I am happy to report that we lost no one killed and
only 2 men slightly wounded.
In this, as in the battle of Sharpsburg, I can but express my entire
satisfaction with the spirit and bravery manifested by officers and men.
To Captain Hadden I am indebted for the skill and courage which he
displayed in the management of his skirmishers. To my adjutant
(Lieutenant Higgins, of Company G) I am also greatly indebted for the
alacrity and coolness with which he extended my orders and bore my
messages to the general under the heavy fire to wliich we were exposed.
I herewith submit statements of the strength of the regiment in action,
with the names of the wounded. I also submit a list* of those who were
absent from their commands without leave.

JAS. M, PEEEIN,
Lieutenant- Colonel First South Carolina Rifles.
[Inclosure.]

Statement of the strength of First South Carolina Rifles in the battle of Shepherdstoion.

Field and staff

3

Commissioned officers
Non-commissioned officers and privates

8
197

Total

I

208

am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAS. M. PEEEIN,
Lieutenant- Colonel First South Carolina Rifles.
Col. J.

W. LiviNasTON,

First South Carolina Rifles.

No. 279.
Report of Maj. W. H. McCorhle, Twelfth South Carolina Infantry^ of the
battle of Sharpsburg and action near Shepherdstown.

October

1,

1862.

have the honor herewith to submit reports of the part taken
by the Twelfth Eegiment in the battles of Sharpsburg and Shepherdstown, on September 17 and 20, respectively
About 3 p. m. we arrived, with the Second Brigade, on the field of
Sir

:

battle.
ers,

I

Immediately, by order of Brigadier-General Gregg, skirmish-

under the command of Capt. John L.

Miller,

were thrown

out.

The

position of the enemy being soon ascertained, they were called in, and a
line of battle formed of three regiments, to wit, the Thirteenth, Twelfth,
and First, the Twelfth being the center and the regiment of direction.
In obedience to orders, we advanced to the top of the hill, in the cornfield, and there halted a few moments, when the firing commenced. The
enemy now appearing in force on the opposite hill, and at the fence in
the intervening ravine, the Twelfth, at once and alone, advanced down
the hill and to the fence in front. In this charge we were subjected
to a terrible cross-fire in front and from both flanks. After reaching
the fence we were compelled to fall back to prevent being flanked on
the right, the enemy on the left having been driven back. The enemy,
being soon re-enforced, advanced toward us as far as the fence. Now
Omitted.

:
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we again charged on them and drove them back a short distance, but
were not able to reach the fence, as in the first charge. There being a
very heavy flank movement on the right, we again fell back near the top
of the hill. Now the enemy advanced over the fence, when the Twelfth,
again and for the third time, charged upon them and drove them beyond
the fence, with great slaughter, putting them completely to rout as they
jran through the plowed grouud and up the opposite hill.
In these charges the regiment suffered severely. In the last the loss
was very heavy. Here fell Col. Dixon Barnes, at the head of his regiment, gallantly cheering his men on to victory, and here, also, fell
Capt. F. A. Erwin and Lieutenant Stover, mortally wounded, both in the
midst of their commands. For particulars I refer to list of killed and
wounded, marked D.*
Colonel Barnes having fallen, I immediately assumed command. I
remained at the fence with the regiment until near sundown, when,
there being no appearance of the enemy, I fell back to the top of the
hill, when I was ordered to the rear of the fence occupied by Colonel
Edwards’ regiment. Here we remained during the night and until
ordered to march on the night of the 18th.

SHEPHERDSTOWN.

On arriving on^e battle-field on the morning of the 20th, the Twelfth
Regiment was foiffled into line of battle with the brigade. We were not
engaged in the fight, but were under a heavy shelling during the entire
day, and particularly w hile marching to our position. Here, being well
protected by a hill, this regiment suffered no loss but in 1 man slightly
wounded.
In both the engagements I have great pleasure in testifying to the
good conduct of the officers and men of this regiment. They all fought
with remarkable gallantry, always ready to advance, and never faltering in any instance, whether under shell or before musketry.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. McCORKLE,
Major^ Comdg. Tivelfth Begiment South Carolina Vols.
Lieut. Col. C. Jones.

No. 280.
Reports of Col. 0. E. Edwards^ Thirteenth South Carolina Infantry^ of
operations September 15-19.

Camp near Bunker Hill,

Va.,

October 2, 18G2.
[I make the following] report of the part taken by the Thirteenth
Regiment South Carolina Yolunteers in the battle of Harper’s Ferry,
W. Va., on September 15
On September 14, when it became apparent, from the opening of the
batteries on Maryland and Loudoun Heights, that our troops were in rear
of Harper’s Ferry, our brigade moved to the right of Bolivar Heights at
3 p. m., in the direction of the Harper’s Ferry and Winchester Railroad.
On reaching it, we marched by a flank on the track until hemmed in by
the Shenandoah River and thebluff’ south of the enemy’s position. Here
we w'cre halted at dark to drive in the enemy’s advanced sharpshooters
and clear the way, and were detained until 2 a. m. on the 15th. We

Not found,
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then continued our advance on the road for half a mile, and, turning to
the left, ascended the almost impassable slope on that side, the Thirteenth Eegiment being in front.
At sunrise our batteries opened on the enemy, and we were moved in
line of battle to the right and rear of General Branch.
At 7.15 a. m.
a white flag announced the willingness of our foe to surrender. At a
few minutes after 8 a. m. we were ordered to move to the ground before
occupied by the enemy. The day was spent in guarding prisoners and
stores.

There were no casualties.

Kespectfully submitted.

O. E.

EDWAEDS,

.

Colonel Thirteenth Regiment South Carolina Volunteers.

Camp near Bunker Hill,

Ya.,

October 2, 1862.
[I make the following] report of the part taken by the Thirteenth
Eegiment South Carolina Volunteers in the battle of Sharpsburg,
Md., on September 17
At 6.15 a. m., September 17, my regiment, in its brigade and division,
took up line of march from Harper’s Ferry toward Bo]^eler’s Ford, across
:

the Potomac, near Shepherdstown, W. Ya. Crossed^the ford at 2 p. m.,
and at quick step reached the presence of the enemy at 3.40 [o’clock],
about 2 miles be^^ond the river. Here we reached the range of the enemy’s shell, and, turning to our left, took position along a line of fence in
line of battle, from which point we advanced to drive the enemy from
the corn-fields in front, my regiment having the left of the brigade. The
enemy falling back before us, we took position on the summit of an elevation along the fence line on the edge of the corn, and there received
the enemy upon our left, drove him back across the field, and held the
ground until the action closed, about 8 p. m.
Our position in this action was the extreme right of the Confederate
line of battle, and we successfully met and repulsed a dangerous flank
movement of the enem^’, conducted, as prisoners state, by General Burnside with his forces. My regiment remained upon the field until the
morning of September 10.
The bearing and spirit of my command in this engagement were admirable, equal to the exactions of the highest expectation, and their fire
was delivered with telling eflect.*
Eespectfully submitted.
O. E. EDWAEDS,
Colonel Thirteenth Regiment South Carolina Volunteers.

NTo. 281.

Reports of Capt. Joseph N. Bro'wn^ Fourteenth South Carolina Infantry^
of operations September 15-20.

September

29, 1862.

Pursuant to Special Orders, No. 71, relative to the part taken by Fourteenth Eegiment South Carolina Volunteers at Harper’s Ferry, September 15, I have the honor to submit the following report
The regiment was put in position and remained most of the previous
Nominal list of casualties reports

1

man

killed

and 15 wounded.

:
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night on the high hill on the west bank of the Shenandoah, with the
two right companies (B and H) during the entire period in front, as skirmishers. Before dawn the regiment was moved down to the railroad,
and remained until half an hour by sun, when it again moved up on the
hill lower down, in front of our artillery, which was shelling the enemy
from the eastern side of the river, which position it kept until the surrender. Lieut. Col. W. D. Simpson was in command of the regiment.
The regiment sustained no loss either in killed, wounded, or missing.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOSEPH

K

Captain^ Comdg. Fourteenth Regiment South Carolina Yols,

Brigadier-General Gregg,
Commanding Second Brigade, Light Division.

September

29, 1862.

Pursuant to Special Orders, No. 71, relative to the part taken by Fourteenth Regiment South Carolina Volunteers in the battle of Sharpsburg,
September 17, 1 have the honor to submit the following report:
The regiment occupied a position on the right of the brigade, and so
far on the right of the line of battle that it was not actively engaged, as
was the balance of the brigade. One company (E) was detached on
picket, and sent half a mile on the extreme right from the regiment,
where it remained until the next morning. Lieut. Col. W. D. Simpson
was in command of the regiment. There was no loss sustained either in
killed, wounded, or missing.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOSEPH N. BROWN,
Captain, Comdg. Fourteenth Regiment South Carolina Yols.
Brigadier-General Gregg,
Commanding Second Brigade, Light Division.

September

29, 1862.

Pursuant to Special Orders, No. 71, relative to the part taken by Fourteenth Regiment South Carolina Volunteers in the battle of Shepherdstown, or Boteler’s Ford, on September 20, I have the honor to submit
the following report
The regiment, under command of Lieutenant- Colonel Simpson, was
on the left of the brigade, and moved in line of battle nearly a mile, and
was halted near the summit of a hill overlooking the Potomac, where it
was exposed to a terrific shelling from a battery of the enemy on the
Maryland side of the river. After suffering considerable loss, the regiment was moved down the hollow, in front of the First Regiment, where
the loss was comparatively trifling.
Schedule D* contains a list of the killed, wounded, and missing, as
required in the order.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOSEPH

N.

BROWN,

Captain, Comdg. Fourteenth Regiment South Carolina Yols.

Brigadier-General Gregg,
Commanding Second Brigade, Light Division.
*

Omitted.
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No. 282.
Report of Brig. Gen. James J. Archer, G. S. Army, commanding brigade,
of operations September 14-20.

Headquarters Archer^s Brigade,
Camp

Major

Gregg, near Fredericlcsburg, Va.,

March

1,

1863.

have the honor to present the following report of the operations of my brigade in the series of battles from Warrenton Springs
Ford to Shepherdstown, inclusive
#

:

I

*

*

*

.

*

*

*

harper’s perry.

my brigade. Field’s, and Pender’s
railroad by a by-road toward the southern
defenses of Bolivar Heights.
skirmishers, on the right of the road,
soon became engaged with those of the enemy. I immediately formed
line of battle, my left resting on the road, and advanced steadily, driving
the enemy’s pickets before us, until I approached the crest of the hill, in
full view and range of their batteries, when I filed out of the field into
the woods on my right, in order to fiank the enemy’s guns, and continued
to advance, as rapidly as the rough ground and abatis would permit, until
it became dark, and I had become entangled in the almost impenetrable
abatis, when I halted, and we lay on our arms, within 400 yards of the
enemy’s batteries, during the night.
The next morning, our artillery, which had been placed in position
during the night, opened a destructive fire, and while I was struggling
through the abatis, endeavoring to execute an order from General Hill
to get in rear of the guns, the place surrendered.
loss in this action was 1 killed and 22 wounded.
The regiments of my brigade were commanded as follows, viz First
On

the evening of September 14,

moved from a point on the

My

My

:

Tennessee, Colonel Turney Seventh Tennessee, Major Shepard Fourteenth Tennessee, Lieutenant-Colonel Lockert Nineteenth Georgia,
Major [James H.] Neal, and Fifth Alabama Battalion, Captain Hooper.
;

;

;

SHARPSBURG.

The next morning after’ the capture of Harper’s Ferry, being too
unwell for duty, I turned over the command of the brigade to Colonel
Turney (First Tennessee), under whom, with the exception of the Fifth
Alabama, it marched to the battle-field of Sharpsburg, while I followed
in an ambulance. This was a long and fatiguing march many of the
men fell, exhausted from the march, by the way, so that when the four
regiments of my brigade reached the battle-field there were only 350
men. I resumed command just as the brigade was forming into line
on the ground assigned to it by General Hill, on the extreme left of his
Marching by
division, but not in sight of any of its other brigades.
flank, right in front, along the Sharpsburg road, the brigade was halted
and faced to the right, forming line of battle faced by the rear rank.
General Toombs was in line on the same road about 300 yards to my
In front of my position was a narrow
left, with open ground in front.
corn-field about 100 yards wide, then a idowed field about 300 yards
j
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wide, on the opposite side of which was a stone fence. I moved forward,
under a scattering musket fire, through the tall corn to the edge of the
plowed field, when I found only the right regiment (the Fourteenth Tennessee) with me, the others having fallen back to the road. Some one
had called out, “ Fall back,” which was mistaken for an order from me.
I reformed the line as rapidly as possible, and again moved forward
against the enemy, posted in force behind the stone fence. In passing
over the short distance of 250 yards from the corn-field, I lost nearly
one-third of my already greatly reduced command, but it rushed forward
alone at double-quick, giving the enemy but little time to estimate its
small numbers, and drove him from his strong position. By this time it
was nearly sunset. General Branch’s brigade came down about thirty
minutes after I reached the wall, and formed some 30 paces to my rear,
when General Branch was killed, and Colonel Lane, assuming command

moved it down
The next morning about 9

of his brigade,

my

to
left.
o’clock, the little strength

with which I

entered the fight being completely exhausted, I turned over the command to Colonel Turney, reported to the major-general commanding,
and left the field. My brigade remained all that day in the same position where I had left it, and on the morning of September 19, together
with Gregg’s and Branch’s brigades, formed the rear guard of the army
on its return to the Virginia shore.
My loss in this action was 15 killed and 90 wounded among the latter
Colonel [ William J McCpmb, Fourteenth Tennessee, severely, and Captain
[T. W.] Flynt, Nineteenth Georgia, dangerously.
The gallant conduct
of both these officers attracted my attention, though where all who were
engaged behaved so gallantly it is difficult to select examples of particular merit.
Capt. E. H. Archer, my assistant adjutant-general, though not yet
recovered from a severe illness Lieutenant Thomas, aide, and Lieutenant [George] Lemmon, ordnance officer, rendered brave and efficient
assistance, and charged with the troops upon the enemy.
The regiments of the brigade were commanded as follows First Tennessee, Colonel Turney ; Seventh Tennessee, Lieutenant [G. A.] Howard,
adjutant ; Fourteenth Tennessee, Lieutenant- Colonel Lockert, and Nineteenth Georgia by Major Neal.
;

5

:

SHEPHERDSTOWN.
I resumed command of my brigade the evening of September 19.
The morning of the 20th, the division moved down to repel the enemy,
who were crossing the Potomac at the Shepherdstown ferry. Line of
battle was formed in a corn-field about three-fourths of a mile back from
the ferry. Pender’s brigade moved forward in the direction of the ferry,
and General Gregg’s and Colonel Thomas’ toward a point somewhere
to the right.
When General Pender had gotten about half way to the

General Hill directed me to take command of the three remaining brigades Field’s, commanded by Colonel Brockenbrough, on the
right Lane’s in the center, and my own, under the senior colonel {Turney), on the left and advance to the support of Pender. I moved straight
forward until within a few hundred yards of General Pender’s brigade,
when, on his sending me back information that the enemy was attempting to flank him on the left, I moved by flank to the left, and the left
regiment of my brigade, as soon as it was unmasked by Pender’s, and
each other regiment, as soon as unmasked by the preceding one, went
ferry.

;

—
—
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Colonel Lane’s next, and then Field’s, were in like
manner and with equal spirit thrown forward on the enemy, killing many
and driving the rest down the precipitous banks into the river. The
advance of my command was made under the heaviest artillery fire I
have ever witnessed.
Too much praise cannot be awarded to officers and men for their conduct. The litter corps in this, as in all the battles, has displayed a,s
much valor as any troops in the field. Lieutenant Shelby, commanding
iu at double-quick

5

that corps, displayed his usual gallantry, remaining under fire in the
discharge of his duty after [receiving] a severe wound until ordered off
the field. Captain Archer and Lieutenants Thomas and Lemmon, of my
staff*, rendered valuable and efficient assistance.
We held our position
until dark, when we returned to camp and took up our line of march
the same night toward Martinsburg.
The regiments were commanded as follows First Tennessee, Colonel
Turney ; Fourteenth [Tennessee], Lieutenant-Colonel Lockert ; Seventh
Tennessee, Lieutenant Howard, adjutant Nineteenth Georgia, Capt.
F. M. Johnston.
The loss of the brigade was 6 killed and 49 wounded.
Eespectfully, your obedient servant,
:

:

J. J.

Maj. E. C.

Mor&an,

AECHER,

Brigadier- General j Commanding.

Assistant Adjutant- General, A. P. HilVs Light Division.

No. 283.
Report of Capt. F. M. Johnston, Nineteenth Georgia Infantry, of operations
August IQ-Septemher 21.

November

—

17, 1862.

August 16, 1862. Assumed command of regiment same day marched
to Locust Grove bivouacked three days. Resumed the march on 20th
ultimo crossed the Eapidan at Raccoon Ford, and arrived at Manassas
Junction on 26th ultimo; same day was engaged with the enemy. Destroyed railroad bridge over Bull Run. Returned to the Junction same
5

5

5

night.

—

August 21. Marched to Centreville, and from thence across Bull Run;
supported Purcell Battery same evening, and moved down to railroad
cut that night.

—

August 28. Supported Braxton’s battery in forenoon; marched to
railroad cut in evening, and engaged the enemy until dark, retaining
possession of the cut.
August 29. Moved to the left of our position on yesterday; engaged

—

the

enemy during the day, and advanced with Generals Pender’s and

Thomas’ brigades in the evening, capturing the enemy’s guns, &c.
August 30. Marched toward Fairfax Court-House.
August 31. Stationed on the left of division, and moved up to battle-

—
—
same night.
September —Resumed the march, and on 4th ultimo turned over the
command to Maj. J. H. Neal.
September
—Resumed command of regiment recrossed the Potomac
field

2.

18.

morning of

19th.

;
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—
—

September 20. Engaged the enemy at Shepherdstown, and same evening returned to bivouac.
September 21. Kesumed the march and bivouacked near Martinsburg;
turned over the command to Maj. J. H. Keal.
Eespectfully submitted.
Captain^ Comdg.

F. M. JOHNSTOK,
Company A, Nineteenth Georgia Vols.

No. 284.
Report of Maj. James H. Neal, Nineteenth Georgia Infantry, of operations
September 4:-Octoher 19.

Camp Lee,

Ya., November 19, 1862,

Abstract of march made and actions engaged in by Nineteenth Georgia
Volunteers from September 4, 1862, to October 19, 1862.

On

the 4th of September, 1862, 1 relieved Capt. F. M. Johnston of the
of the regiment while on the march from Chantilly toward
Leesburg. On the 6th crossed the Potomac near the la.tter place, and
on the 7th went into bivouac near Frederick City, Md., where the army
remained for four days. From there we marched, by way of Williamsport (where the Potomac was recrossed) and Martinsburg, to HarpePs
Ferry, and on the 14th participated in the siege of that place, driving
in the pickets of the enemy, and taking positions favorable for an attack
the next day. On the 15th began a forward movement upon the works
of the enemy, when the siege was terminated by the surrender of the
enemy. On both days this regiment was under a tolerably heavy lire
from the artillery of the enemy, but, owing to the protection afforded by
the crest of the hill, lost only 1 man killed and 3 wounded.
On the evening of the 15th this regiment went on duty as guard of the
bridges across the river, and on the 16th passed the paroled prisoners
across the river. On the 17th marched to Sharpsburg, and at about 4
o’clock p. m. became engaged on the right with the left of the enemy.
Was exposed to a heavy fire of musketry while charging through a field
of standing corn and across another field, freshly plowed, but succeeded
in driving the enemy from a stone wall, behind which they were posted,
and retained that position in spite of an advance in large force by the
enemy to retake it.
During the night of the 17th the dead and wounded were removed
from the field. On the 18th we remained behind the stone wall, under
a heavy picket fire, and on that night withdrew from that position and
recrossed the Potomac into Virginia.
On the 19th 1 turned over the command to Captain Johnston, and on
the 23d resumed it at Camp Branch.
On the 1st of October Lieutenant-Colonel Hutchins relieved me of
the command near Bunker Hill.
This regiment was all the time with the brigade, and had no adventure except participated in by all the regiment.

command

JAS. H. NEAL,

,

Major Nineteenth Georgia.
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Ko. 285.
Report of Brig. Gen. William D. Pender., C. S. Army, commanding hri
gade, of operations September 15-20.

Camp near Bunkersville [Bunker

Hill], Ya.,
October 14, 18G2.

General

I have the honor to make the following report of the part
brigade in the battle of Manassas Junction, the two days’
fighting at Manassas, the battles of Ox Hill, Harper’s Ferry, Sharpsburg, and Shepherdstown

taken by

#

:

my

*

*

#

*

#

Harper’s Ferry my brigade was on the left of the division advancing from the point where the railroad and river met. My brigade
advanced within about 60 yards of the breastwork on the west point of
Bolivar Heights, having exchanged shots with the enemy several times
on their way there. Colonel Brewer was in command of the brigade at
this time, and did himself great credit in the manner in which he handled
it.
Being absent when my brigade had reached the advanced position,
on my return I ordered it to fall back a short distance, knowing no
troops were in a supporting distance.
The next morning, according to your order, I moved nearer, under
cover, while our artillery played upon the enemy. The artillery ceasing,
I, in obedience to previous orders, commenced the advance, but halted
on the fire of our artillery opening again. I remained in this position,
about 150 yards distant from the above-named breastwork, until after
the surrender. Here, again, my officers and men behaved finely.
At Sharpsburg, on Wednesday, September 17, my brigade was on
the right of the division, but not actively engaged, being under fire at
long range of musketry.
The next morning I was ordered to take position between Colonel
Brockenbrough, on the left, and Colonel [James H.] Lane, on my right.
Here we were exposed all day to the enemy’s sharpshooters, about GOO
yards distant. We remained in this position until late at night.
At Shepherdstown, September 20, my brigade formed the left of our
division.
Advancing to within about 300 yards, we were opened upon
by the artillery from the opposite side of the river, which lasted all day,
at a most terrible rate. We came upon the infantry which had crossed.
I had gone to the left to oppose this force, which was far superior to
my own. Finding an effort made to flank me, I placed two regiments
under cover from artillery, facing the river, and threw the other on my
Holding
left flank, so as to check this new disposition of the enemy.
this position a short while. General Archer came up with three brigades
to the support of the advanced line, and, upon seeing the flanking movement of the enemy, moved quickly to the left, when we advanced, driving them headlong into the river. After driving them from the plain, I
sent the Twenty-second NTorth Carolina, under the gallant Major Cole,
to the river bank to take them as they crossed, and this it did nobly.
Others of my brigade had gone to the river, but, finding them too much
exposed, I called them back under a hill just overhanging the river. I
called out those 1 had first left in that exposed position, leaving Major
Cole with 20 men, who remained all day, the enemy being in heavy force

At

*

Portion omitted

is

printed in Series

I,

Vol. XII, Part

II,

pp. 697-699.
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We

were exposed all day to a tre*
the canal on the opposite side.
fire of artillery, and also to the fire of their sharpshooters.
In conclusion, I would beg leave to bring to the notice of the majorgeneral the distinguished gallantry and efficiency of First Lieut. E. H.
Brewer, volunteer aide on my staff, whom I recommend for promotion.
I would also beg leave to mention the names of a few whose actions
In the Twenty-second the list will be rather long,
entitle them to notice.
as it is upon it and its commander that I usually call when any special
and dangerous services are to be performed. Maj. 0. O. Cole, commanding Twenty-second, always acts with coolness, courage, and skill. Captain [ J. M.] Odell, acting field officer, has invariably behaved in a highty
commendable manner. Capt. George A. Graves, Twenty-second, is mentioned for great gallantry, and for having remained with his company
even while very sick. Second Lieut. David Edwards, of the same regiment, at Manassas, with the help of two men, rushed ahead of their regiment and captured a piece of artillery when it was on the eve of escapAt HarpeFs
ing, having a hand-to-hand engagement with the enemy.
Ferry he also acted in such a manner as to be particularly noticed.
Sergeant Oxford, of Company H, Twenty- second, is mentioned for great
daring and coolness at Shepherd stown. Sergt. Jesse H. Pinkerton is
mentioned as always going ahead with the colors, and by his undaunted
ill

mendous

courage encouraging others. He is a young man, and mentioned for
promotion. Captain Stowe, commanding Sixteenth FTorth Carolina at
Manassas Junction, the two days^ fighting at Manassas, and at Ox Hill
Lieutenantuntil wounded, behaved with great credit to himself.
Colonel Stowe, commanding Sixteenth North Carolina at Shepherdstown, Harx)eFs Ferry, and Sharpsburg, behaved with great gallantry.
Second Lieut. John B. Ford, of the same regiment, attracted my attenCaptain Ashford, comtion for his good demeanor in all the battles.
manding Thirty-eighth North Carolina at Manassas Junction and at
Manassas, where he was wounded, has entitled himself to notice as well
as i>romotion by his uniform bravery and good conduct. Lieutenants
[A. J.] Brown and [J. M.] Eobinson, also of the same regiment, have
attracted my attention more than once, as also Adjutant [D. M.] MclnThere are others, too numerous to mention, who have escaped my
tire.
memory at this late hour.
The list of casualties is as follows
:

Engagements.

Killed.

Near Warrenton Springs, August 20
Manassas function, August 27
AT.iTias.sas, August 29 and 30

Ox

Hill,

September

1

Ilaiper’s Ferry, September 14 and 15
Shaipsburg, September 17 and 18
Sbepherdstown, September 20

Total

[W. D.

Wounded.

1
1

3
3

12
12
2
2
8

145
40
20
28
55

38

300

PENDEE,

Brigadier- General.]
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No. 286.

Edward L. Thomas^ G. S. Army,
gade, of operations September 14-20.

Report of Brig, Gen.

commanding

Headquarters Third Brigade. Light

bri-

Division,

October 26, 1862.
*
*
*
On September 14 and 15 this brigade was
Major t
ordered to support General Pender’s, then advancing upon Harper’s
were exposed to a heavy artillery fire, which caused some
Ferry.
loss, but took no active part, and had moved to within a short distance
of the enemy’s works when they surrendered.
At Shepherdstown, on September 20, we were placed in position on
the extreme right of the line, and were ordered to advance toward the
Potomac Eiver. Moving forward, we took position commanding the
ford remained under a heavy artillery fire until night, and were then
ordered back to camp.
Lieut. Col. S. M.
Gol. E. W. Folsom, Fourteenth Georgia Eegiment
Manning, Forty-ninth Georgia, and Maj. W. L. Grice, Forty-fifth Georgia, led their commands with a skill and gallantry highly honorable to
them.
Maj. Lewis Ginter, Lieut. William Norwood, and Lieut. John Tyler,
of the staff, performed their duties with gallantry on the field, and I
take this occasion to acknowledge their valuable services to me.
With few exceptions, the officers and men of this command conducted
themselves on the field in a manner highly honorable to them. Their
courage, their cheerful obedience to orders, and their patient endurance
of hardships cannot be commended too highly.
I have the honor toibe, major, with highest respect, your obedient
:

We

]

;

servant,

EDWD.
Maj. E. C.

L. THOMAS,
Brigadier- General.

Morgan,

Assistant Adjutant- General, Light Division.

No. 287.
Report of Brig. Gen. John R. Jones, G. S. Army, cowManding Jaclcson^s
division, of operations September 7-17.

Headquarters Jones’ Brigade,
January
'

21, 1863.

Major: In

obedience to orders received from. corps headquarters, I
respectfully submit the following report of the operations of Jackson’s
division during the period which I had the honor to command it, being
from September 7 to December 12, 1862
The division reached Frederick City, Md., on September 7, and was
encamped 1 mile from the city, with the exception of Jones’ brigade.
:

t

Portions of report here omitted are printed in Series

I,

Vol. XII, Part

II,

pp. 219, 702.
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which was placed in the city as provost guard. I found the division at
this time very much reduced in numbers by the recent severe battles
and the long and wearisome marches.
Orders were received on Tuesday night, September 10, to march at 3
o’clock the following morning. The march was continued across the
at Williamsport, through Martinsburg, to the vicinity of Harper’s Ferry.
It is appropriate at this point to pay the well-merited tribute to the
good conduet of the soldiers of this division during their march through
Maryland. Never has the army been so dirty, ragged, and ill-provided
for as on this march, and yet there was no marauding, no plundering.
The rights of person and property were strictly respected, eliciting the

Potomac

following comparison from the

New York World

of

December 15

The ragged, half-starv^ed rebels passed through Maryland without disorder or marauding, without inj ury to the country, showing their excellent discipline. The wellfed, well-clothed Union soldiers laid waste everything before them, plundering houses,
hen-roosts, and hog-pens, showing an utter want of discipline.

CAPTURE OF harper’s FERRY.
Encami)ed 4 miles from Harper’s Ferry. On the 14th orders were
received to move the division near the Potomac and above Bolivar
Heights, on which the enemy were strongly posted. Commanding positions were secured for the batteries, and a heavy fire opened upon the
works of the enemy and their line of battle. While good work was done
by our batteries, the enemy replied without any effect, not a single casualty occurring in the division. Toward night I ordered the division
to move nearer the river, directing Starke’s brigade to rest on the river
road to prevent the enemy from making his escape if he should attempt
to

do

so.

At dawn on

the 15th the attack was renewed, and at 7 a. m. the garmuch to the joy of the toil-worn soldiers, who were
ready again to encounter the enemy if necessary. At 3 p. m. orders
were received to march back to camp and cook two days’ rations and
be ready to march. The cooking was completed by 12 o’clock at night,
and at 1 o’clock the march was commenced. Peaching the Potomac at
sunrise, the division was hurried across and on to Sharpsburg.
rison surrendered,

BATTLE OF SHARPSBURG.
Posting for two hours in a grove a mile from Sharpsburg, the division
was again put in motion, and took up its position on the extreme left,
its right resting on the Sharpsburg and Hagerstown turnpike. A double
line was formed, the front, composed of Jones’ and Winder’s brigades,
placed in an open field, under the immediate command of Colonel
Grigsby Taliaferro’s and Starke’s brigades, forming the reserve, placed
at the edge of a wood, under the immediate command of Brigadier-General Starke the whole under the command of Brig. Gen. J. P. Jones.
This disposition was made about two hours before night on September
16.
Two companies were at once thrown forward as skirmishers, and
Poague’s battery was placed in the road on the right.
battery of the
enemy, about 500 yards in front and to the right, was playing upon the
troops of Hood’s division, which was on my right. Poague opened
briskly upon it and silenced it in twenty minutes. The skirmishers
;

;

A
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were warmly engaged until night. The troops lay on their arms all
night, the silence of which was broken by occasional firing by the skirmishers.
At the dawn of day on the 17 th the battle opened fiercely.
storm
of shell and grape fell upon the division from several batteries in front,
and at very short range, and from batteries of heavy guns on the extreme right, which enfiladed the position of the division and took it in
reverse. These batteries were gallantly replied to by the batteries of
the division, Poague’s, Carpenter’s, Brockenbrough’s, Eaine’s, Caskie’s,
and Wooding’s. It was during this almost unprecedented iron storm
that a shell exploded a little above my head, and so stunned and injured
me that I was rendered unfit for duty, and retired from the field, turning
over the command to Brigadier-General Starke, who a half an hour
afterward advanced his lines to meet the infantry of the enemy, which
was apijroaching. The infantry became at once engaged, and the gallant and generous Starke fell, pierced by three balls, and survived but
a few moments. His fall cast a gloom over the troops. They never

A

moment faltered, but rushed upon the enemy and drove him back.
The struggle continued for several hours, the enemy all the while receiving re- enforcements, and the division, not numbering over 1,600 men at
the beginning of the fight, having no support, was finally compelled to
Early’s brigade coming up at this opporfall back to its original line.
tune moment, Colonel Grigsby, commanding the division, rallied its
shattered columns and joined General Early, and drove the enemy half
a mile from the field, capturing many prisoners and covering the field
with the dead and wounded of the enemy. After this repulse, the division was ordered back to a grove to rest and get ammunition, when in
for a

the evening it again advanced to the support of a battery, but did not
again become engaged with the enemy.
In this bloody conflict the Old Stonewall Division” lost nothing of
Having won a world-wide fame by its valor
its fair name and fame.
and endurance in the splendid campaign in the valley, it entered upon
another series of fights, commencing at Eichmond and going through
Ceder Eun, Manassas, Harper’s Ferry, and Sharpsburg, entering the
last weary and worn, and reduced to the numbers of a small brigade,
with its officers stricken down in its many fierce engagements, closing
with a colonel commanding the division, captains commanding brigades,
and lieutenants commanding regiments. In this fight every officer and
man was a hero, and it would be invidious to mention particular names.
Winder’s brigade was commanded successively by Colonel Grigsby
and Major (now Lieutenant-Colonel) Williams, Fifth Virginia Eegiment;
Jones’ brigade by Captains [John E.] Penn, [A. C.] Page, and [E. W.]
Withers, the first two losing a leg; Taliaferro’s brigade l3y Col. J. W.
Jackson and Colonel Sheffield; Starke’s brigade by General Starke, Col.
L. A. Stafford, Ninth Louisiana Eegiment, and Col. Edmund Pendleton,
Fifteenth Louisiana Eegiment.
Inclosed are reports of the various brigade commanders, which give
more particularly the parts taken by. their brigades.
The list of casualties has already been furnished, amounting to about
700, killed and wounded.
This brief report is respectfully submitted.
J.

E.

JONES,

Brigadier- General, Commanding^

Major Pendleton,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Hdqrs, Second Corps,

;
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Return of casualties in Taliaferro’s brigade at

the hattle

[Compiled, from nominal

-

of Sharpshurg, Septemler

17, 1862.

list.]

Wounded.

Killed.

men.

men.

Eemarks.

Command.
Aggregate.

Enlisted

Enlisted
Officers.

Officers.

47th
48th

Alabama
Alabama

5
4

30
28

45
42

Lieut. George

6

8
6

4
3

25
33

38
48

Lieut. W. J. Sims killed.
Capt. Chas. W. Taylor and Lieufcs. Jas. H. Barrett, Isaac E. Hortenstiue, William McHagy,

9

32

IG

116

173

1

23d Virginia
37 th Virginia

W. Gammell killed.

9
9

1

1

.

Capt. E. C. Golightly killed.

John A. Ehea, and George W. Wallen,
Total

killed.

1^0. 288.

Report of CapL W. T. Poague, commanding Roclchridge Artillery^ of the
battle of Sharpsburg.

September

'

Lieutenant

22, 18G2.

honor to submit the following report of the
operations of the battery under my command in the battle of Sharpsburg
On the evening of the 16th, the battery consisting of three guns, two
10-pounder Parrotts and one Napoleon, the 6-pounder being on detached
service by order of General Jackson, was placed in position on or near
the extreme left of our lines, supported by the First and Second Brigades. In a few minutes a battery of the enemy opened fire at about
500 or 600 yards on one of our batteries on the right of the road, which
had been engaged in shelling the woods occupied by the enemy^s infantry. Upon this battery, fire was opened, and in about twenty minutes it was silenced, our own battery on the right of the road in the
mean time having retired. In this afiair we were assisted by one gun
:

I liave tlie

—

—

of

some unknown battery.
About 8 p. m. I was ordered

in rear of the infantry,

and

to

to withdraw my guns a short distance
resume the same position by daylight

next morning.

At my request my two Parrott pieces were replaced next morning by
two howitzers from Captain Eaine’s battery. Owing to the nature of
the ground, the range was short, and I wished to economize my Parrott
ammunition.
Shortly after daylight on the morning of the 17 th, the enemy’s infantry
The 12-pounder, under Lieutenant [William
M.] Brown, in conjunction with Captain Eaine’s howitzers, opened upon
them, and, after firing several rounds, and finding themselves within
range of the enemy’s skirmishers, retired to a position in rear of our infantry, from which they fired until compelled by the musketry of the
enemy again to fall back j and there being no other position from which
the enein,y could be reached, they joined their resiiective batteries.
The place occuined by my batterj^ during the night becoming exposed
61 R R VOL XIX, PT I

.

commenced advancing.

—

:
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to a cross-fire of the enemy’s heavy guns on our right, I moved the battery back and took position on a ridge, so as to command the woods in
case our infantry should be compelled to abandon it. Having reported
to General Jackson, I was directed to make a reconnaissance along the
road to see if the battery could be of any service in that direction ; but
finding all the eligible positions already occupied by batteries, I proceeded to the position occupied by the First and Second Brigades during the night. I found no infantry here, but a gap of some 200 or 300
yards in our line. Two guns were immediately put in position and fire
opened directly to the front on the enemy’s line of battle ; but soon our
infantry on the right fell back, and, the enemy advancing along our fiank,
I withdrew my guns, having no support whatever.
Su&equently, when
the enemy was forced to fall back, I was directed to report to General
Stuart on the extreme left, and with other guns kept up an advancing
fire on^ the retreating enemy until he found shelter under a number of
reserve batteries.
Here several of my men were wounded, and a large proportion of the
horses of two of the pieces killed or wounded, rendering the pieces unserviceable. They were at once sent to the rear.
Later in the day I was ordered, with my only remaining piece, to report to General Stuart on the left. Along with six or eight other guns,
under the direction of Major Pelham, an attempt was made to dislodge
the enemy’s batteries, but failed completely, being silenced in fifteen
or twenty minutes by a most terrific fire from a number of the enemy’s
batteries.

The following list exhibits the casualties sustained by the battery :*
1 officer and 5 privates wounded, 14 horses killed and wounded, and
3 limber-chests and 1 wheel badly damaged.
All the men and officers acquitted themselves most admirably. I
cannot avoid entertaining a feeling of pride in having the command of
such men.

Very

respectfully, &c.,

WM.

T.

POAGUE,

Captain Rockbridge Artillery,

Lieutenant Thomas,
Actg, Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Brigade, First Division.

NTo. 289.

Report of Maj. H. J. Williams, Fifth Virginia Infantry, commanding
Winder^s brigade, of operations September 1-19.

January

15, 1863.

Captain In the absence of more competent officers, I have the honor
:

to submit the following notes of the operations of Winder’s brigade
between September 1 and 19, 1862
September 1, Winder’s brigade, Col. A. J. Grigsby commanding, was
thrown into line of battle near Chantilly (the residence of Turberville
Stewart, esq.), and marched forward in supporting distance of Starke’s
brigade to Ox Hill, a densely- wooded crest overlooking the little village
of Germantown. At this point the troops in front were moved by the
right flank, the First Brigade moving forward to the extreme left of the
new line of battle and at right angles with the Little. Eiver turnpike.

Nominal

list

omitted.

.
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This position it occupied throughout the engagement, nothing occurring
worthy of particular note. About 5 p. m. the enemy approached, as
well as could be ascertained, to within some 300 yards of our immediate
front, apparently with the design of attacking our battery upon the left.
After a brisk fire of a few minutes^ duration, the enemy retired. The
brigade sustained no loss, although subjected for a while to artillery fire
and occasional musketry, mostly, however, at long range. Later in the
evening, about 20 of the enemy’s skirmishers, who seemed bewildered
by the thunder, lightning, and rain, which fell in torrents, approached
our line, were captured, and sent to the rear. At nightfall the brigade
was relieved and marched a mile to the rear for the night.
At 10 a. m. the following morning, the brigade moved to a position in
the wood along the dirt road leading from Little Eiver pike to the Leesburg and Alexandria pike, picketing about three-quarters of a mile to
the front.
On the morning of September 4, marched in the direction of Leesburg,
crossing the Loudoun and Hampshire Eailroad at Vienna, and striking
the Leesburg and Alexandria pike at Dranesville, encamping for the
night 1 mile from the village.
September 5, marched through Leesburg to Big Springs, a mile from
the town.
September 6, crossed the Potomac in excellent order and high spirits,
following the Monocacy road, crossing the river of the same name, and
encamped within 7 miles of Frederick City, Md.
Entered Frederick September 7, and encamped about 2 miles from
the city, on the Emmittsburg road. Our short sojourn in the land of
promise wrought a salutary change in the general appearance and condition of the troops. The ragged were clad, the shoeless shod, and the
inner man rejoiced by a numfcr and variety of delicacies to which it
had been a stranger for long, long weary months before.

Broke camp at sunrise September 11, and marched to Boonsborough.
On the 12th, recrossed the Potomac at Williamsport, and encamped
near North Mountain Depot, Berkeley County, Virginia.
On the 13th, marched to Martinsburg, halted two hours, and moved
toward Harper’s Ferry, the Second Eegiment, Captain Colston commanding, having been detached as provost guard, remaining in town
encamped for the night within sight of the enemy’s tents.
On the morning of the 14th, the brigade was ordered to secure a commanding ridge to the left of Bolivar Heights for the eflective working
j

of our artillery. Upon our approach the enemy’s cavalry retired rapidly,
and the hill from which Poague’s and Carpenter’s batteries did such admirable execution, contributing so largely to the demoralization of the
enemy, was secured without difficulty. During the remainder of the
day the brigade rested in rear of the batteries under a brisk artillery
fire.
After dark our lines were advanced to within half a mile of the
heights, and dispositions made to forestall the retreat of the garrison.
The alacrity and determination on the part of both officers and men
which characterized this forward movement, seemingly to the assault
of a i)osition strong by nature, and rendered doubly so by art, was in
the highest degree commendable.
On the morning of the 15th the garrison surrendered, to the delight
of the soldiers and the disgust of the contrabands, and the First Brigade,
with the other brigades of Jackson’s division, marched back to their
encampment of the night previous, to cook rations and prepare for the
march to join General Longstreet’s corps, near Sharpsburg, Md. This
march was begun at 2 a. m. September 16, crossing the Potomac at
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Boteler’s Mill, below Shepberdstown, tbence along the tow-path to the
main road to Sharpsburg. On reaching the vicinity of Sharpsbnrg, the
division was halted in a grove to the left, where it remained until 3
miles northwest of the town, forming
p. m., whence we were moved
line of battle in an open clover field to the left of and perpendicular
to the Sharpsburg and Hagerstown turnpike, in extension of General
Hood’s line, who had occupied the extreme left until our approach. The
disposition of the brigades of the division was as follows: Winder’s and
Jones’ brigades occupying the front line, under command of Col. A. J.
Grigsby Taliaferro’s and Starke’s brigades in the edge of the woods,
100 yards in rear, under command of Brigadier-General Starke; the
whole commanded by Brig. Gen. J. E. Jones. Two companies were
thrown forward, as skirmishers, about 100 yards, and Poague’s battery,
of two Parrotts and one N^apoleon gun, put in position upon a knoll between the line of skirmishers and front line, supjDorted by both. In a
few minutes one of the enemy’s batteries, some 500 yards in front, opened
fire upon a battery of ours to the right of the brigade, but was silenced
in twenty minutes by Poague’s well-directed and rapid fire.
Shortly
after, a number of batteries, about one-fourth of a mile distant, opened
upon our lines, and continued firing for some time after dark. The
display was grand and comparatively harmless, except to the stragglers
in far rear.
Throughout the night a desultory fire was kept up by the
;

skirmishers on both sides.
At early dawn of the morning of September 17, the terrible struggle began in earnest, and the direction of their fire indicated plainly the
design of the enemy to turn our left flank. Their heaviest field pieces
were brought to bear upon us with wonderful rapidity and fearful preTheir infantry, advancing, compelled
cision, front and enfilading fires.
Eaine’s howitzers and Poague’s l^apoleon, under command of Lieutenant
Brown, to withdraw to our rear, and soon our skirmishers became hotly
engaged.
About 6 a. m. the advance column of the enemy approached our front,
and the front line (Winder’s and Jones’ brigades), which had been ordered to lie down for concealment and protection, rose at the command
of their intrepid leader and poured in a staggering volley, which stopped
his advance.
Por three-quarters of an hour the front line, numbering
less than 400 men, maintained the unequal contest, holding their ground
and doing good work. Heavy re-enforcements advancing to the enemy’s
support, the front line was ordered to retire to the edge of the wood
above indicated, where, in conjunction with the reserve brigade of the
division, it remained for half an hour exposed to a terrific storm of grape,
canister, and shell. At the end of this time, our line advanced into the
open field and encountered the enemy upon the ground which we had
previously held. The firing was fierce and incessant, the enemy standing firm for a time. Unable to withstand the resolute valor of our troops,
he retired in considerable disorder.
It was during this severe contest that the chivalrous Starke, who had
succeeded to the command of the division, in consequence of General
Jones being disabled, fell, while cheering his men in the discharge of
their duty. The command fell to no unworthy successor in the dauntless
Grigsby, who took the reins with a fearless spirit and held them with a
firm hand, the command of the brigade devolving upon Lieutenant-Colonel Gardner, Fourth Virginia. The heavy losses sustained, the confusion unavoidably arising from the change of commanders, and the protracted nature of the contest, rendered necessary the withdrawal of our
Aveary troops to the wood from which they had advanced. Here the
efforts of our active leader, assisted by regimental and company officers.
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availed to restore order and reform the commands. General Early coming up with his brigade at this juncture, we formed upon his right and
advanced again into the open field for a short distance, when we were
transferred to his left, forming a diagonal line, the left occupying a hollow in the edge of a wood, maintaining a desultory firing throughout
the whole time. From this position, the divisidh, in line with Early^s
brigade, retired 100 yards to a barn and stack-yard and along a ledge of
rocks, where we held a large force of the enemy in check for upward of
an hour, inflicting heavy loss upon him, with little damage to ourselves.
The long looked for re- enforcements coming to our aid at this point, the
enemy was handsomely charged and driven in confusion for a half mile,
leaving scores of killed, wounded, and prisoners in our hands.
Keturning to the barn above referred to, about the middle of the day
the brigade was relieved and ordered to a grove to supply themselves
with ammunition and provisions, by this time entirely exhausted. Here
we remained until 5 p. m., when we marched to the support of a battery
on a hill in rear of our late line. Night put an end to one of the most
sanguinary conflicts which history will have to record, and the tired
soldiers

sank to

rest.

The brigade went

into the fight with about 250 muskets, and nobly
sustained the reputation for heroism and devotion accorded to it by the
country.
When the extraordinary march from the Eappahannock to Sharpsburg, with its attendant circumstances, its sleepless nights and harassing marches, its bloody battles and heavy losses, in all of which the
“Old Stonewall” bore a conspicuous part, is carefully considered, the
melancholy decrease in number will not appear surprising.
The regiments of the brigade were commanded, respectively, by Lieutenant-Colonel Gardner, Fourth Virginia 5 Maj. H. J. Williams, Fifth Virginia; Oapt. Frank C. Wilson, Twenty-seventh Virginia, and Captain
Golladay, and afterward Adjutant Walton, Thirty -third Virginia, the
Second (Captain Colston) being on detached duty at Martinsburg.
It is impossible, from the length of time which has elapsed, even if it
were appropriate for me, to mention the individual acts of gallantry
which marked the progress of the fight.
Lieut. James M. Garnett, brigade ordnance officer and acting aide-decamp, and Orderlies Cox and Stickley, the latter of whom was severely
wounded early in the day, rendered indispensable services to Colonel
Grigsby throughout the whole trying time.
The full list of casualties, as found in the reports of the regimental
and battery commanders, accompanies this report.

Very

respectfully.

H.

J.

WILLIAMS,

Major, Commanding Fifth Virginia Infantry,
Capt.

W.

T. Taliaferro,
Assistant Adjutant- General,
Casualties.

Wounded.

Killed.

Total.

10

6
71

7
81

11

77

88

1

I’rivarties

Total

t

:
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No. 290.
Report of Capt. F, C, Wilson^ Twenty-seventh Virginia Infantry, of the
battle of Sharpsburg.
1862.

Sir

have the hoitor to report the followiug as the part taken in
the action near Sharpsburg by the Twenty-seventh Eegiment Virginia
I

:

Volunteers
After remaining all day in reserve, we were marched to the extreme
left of the brigade and placed in position in an open field, supporting
Captain Poague’s battery, placed in our front. We were ordered to lie
flat down, to escape the shells which then commenced passing over us
in several directions. The enemy did not approach near enough in our
immediate front to engage our skirmishers. Shortly after dark the
firing ceased, and we occupied our position during the night.
At daylight the firing again commenced on our right, and in a short
time our own skirmishers became engaged and withdrew, allowing the
enemy to approach within sight, when we opened fire, causing them to
retire.
were then ordered to fall back upon our supports. The regiment was then reformed in the edge of the woods, and again ordered to
take position a little farther back ; then ordered to take position on the
right of the Forty-ninth Virginia.
charge was made by the forces,
thus united, which caused the enemy in our front to break and run.
Then, a fresh regiment coming to the enemy ^s support, we were ordered
to retire behind the crest of a little hill and take position on the left
of Colonel Smith’s troops. Then we were ordered still farther back to
a position near a barn and straw-stack. Here the fighting was most
severe, and many men fell, bravely doing their duty. Here we maintained our position, being stoutly supported by some fresh troops.*

We

A

Kespectfully,

FEANK

C. WILSON,
Captain, Gomdg. Twenty-seventh Regiment Virginia Vols.
Lieut.

W.

H. Thomas,

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, First Brigade.

No. 291.
Report of

Leroy A. Stafford, Ninth Louisiana Infantry, commanding
Starlceh brigade, of operations August 31-October 5.

Col.

Camp near Port Eoyal,

Va.,

January

General

:

I

have the honor herewith

21, 1863.
to submit the following report:

The brigade, consisting [of the] First, Second, Ninth, Tenth, and Fifteenth, and Coppens’ battalion Louisiana Volunteers, reported near
Gordonsville on or about August 12, 1862, and was assigned to duty in
the division of Maj. Gen. T. J. Jackson.

On

**#**##

the 31st we took up the line of march, and on September 1, at
resumed
Chantilly, we again met the enemy and repulsed them.
our line of march 5 passed through Hranesville, Leesburg, and crossed
the Potomac on September 5. Passed through Frederick City, Md. 5
encamped 2 miles beyond. Eecrossed the Potomac on Septemberjl at
*
t

We

Nominal list of casualties reports 3 men killed and 1 officer and 4 men wounded,
Portion of report here omitted is printed in Series I, Vol. XII, Part II, pp. 668, 669.

;
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Williamsport passed through. Martinsburg, thence to llarper’s Ferry
took part in the reduction of that place. Crossed the Potomac at Shepherdstown September 16. Same evening formed line of battle slept
on our arms and in position near Sharpsburg, Md.
Early on the morning of the 17th the engagement became general,
continuing throughout the day, this brigade sustaining its part. It was
in this battle that Brig. Gen. W. E. Starke fell, while gallantly leading
his command. Kemaiiied in line of battle all night of the 17th.
Eemained in position on the day of the 18th ; recrossed the Potomac near Shepherdstown on the morning of the 19th; held in reserve
on the 20th went into camp near Martinsburg on the 21st; remained
in camp until the 28th, and moved to Bunker Hill on or about October 5. My command (the Ninth Kegiment Louisiana Volunteers) was
transferred from Starke’s brigade to that commanded by Brig. Gen.
;

;

;

Harry T. Hays.

No report of casualties has been received from [G.] Coppens’ battalion.
Captains Eaine’s and Brockenbrough’s batteries. Inclosed find list of
casualties in First, Second, Ninth, Tenth, and Fifteenth Eegiments
Louisiana Volunteers.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L.
Colonel^

Brig. Gen.

A. STAFFOED,
Commanding Brigade,

William

B. Taliaferro,
Commanding Jackson^ s Division.
[Inclosure.]

Return of casualties in the Second Louisiana Brigade at the battle of Sharpshurg, September 17, 1862.

Wounded.

Killed.

Remarl? 8.

Command.
CD

o

'a

O
1st Louisiana.
2d Louisiana.

1

3G
40

9

9th Louisiana.

4

21

2

55

10th Louisiana.

1

15

3

31

15tb Louisiana.

3

2

1C

Total....

72

17

172

10

71
62

82

57

7

Lieut. R. P. Cates killed.
Lieuts. H. Hobart, James H. McBride,
and M. V. B. Swann killed.
Capt. R. Grigsby and Lieuts. A. M. Gordon, X. P. Henderson, and Samuel T.

Robinson killed.
A. J. Alexander

Lieut.

killed.

15
17

287

No. 292.
Report of Col. Edmund Pendleton, Fifteenth Louisiana Infantry , eommanding StarMs brigade, of operations September 13-17.

Headquarters Starke’s Brigade,
Camp near

Martinsburg, W. Ya., October 20, 1862.
In obedience to the order of Lieutenant-General Jackson, requiring of brigade commanders reports of the participation of
their commands in the late engagements with the enemy, I have the
honor to submit the following statement of the part taken by this bri-

Lieutenant

:

:
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and the immediately following

Having marched from Martinsburg about dawn on the morning of
September 13, we reached the vicinity of Bolivar Heights, where the
enemy was strongly intrenched, shortly after noon on the same day, and
bivouacked on the Charlestown road just beyond the range of his guns
until 2 o’clock the next day. At that hour we were ordered to move
by an unfrequented road to our left and almost at right angles with the
Charlestown road, to a position nearer the Potomac, supporting the Baltimore battery of light artillery, commanded by Captain Brockenbrough
and attached to this brigade, which opened upon the enemy and continued its fire until dark, the enemy responding, but without damage
to us.

At 8 p. m., when darkness entirely concealed the movement, we
were ordered to move forward in closer proximity to the Potomac, and
within close range of the enemy’s artillery, in obedience to which
order we silently occupied a wooded ridge overlooking the river, and
along the crest of which a road leads directly to the enemy’s fortified
position.

The brigade being formed in line across, and at right angles with,
the course of the ridge, we lay upon our arms till nearly daylight, the
quietude of the night being unbroken, save by a sharp musketry
fire of a few minutes’ duration in front of our right and a few hundred yards distant, which proved to have occurred between two regiments of the enemy on picket duty, who had mutually mistaken each
other for foes.
Shortly before dawn we resumed our position of the evening before,
again supporting the Baltimore battery, which reopened its fire and
delivered a few telling shots, some of them, I regret to say, after the
besieged hoisted the white flag. It is but justice, however, to add that
from the position we occupied the flag was imperceptible, nor were we
aware of the surrender until a message was received from the majorgeneral commanding, directing a cessation of the fire.
It gives me pleasure to be able to say that not a single casualty of
any kind is to be reported in this brigade on that occasion, although the
result was so glorious to our arms.

BATTLE OF SHARPSBURG.
Having previously cooked two days’ rations, we left our bivouac near
Bolivar Heights on Tuesday, September 16, at 2.30 a. m. and took up
the line of march by way of Shepherdstown again crossed the Potomac,
and halted about noon in the vicinity and to the southwest of the town
of Sharpsburg, Md., where we rested in line of battle till near sunset,
at which time we resumed our line of march and moved forward about a
mile to take the position assigned to us on the extreme left, preparatory to
the anticipated combat of the next morning. In doing so we encountered
the shells from three of the enemy’s batteries, and had the misfortune
about dark to lose several of our number, among whom was the gallant
young Gordon, a lieutenant in the Ninth Louisiana Eegiment and acting
assistant adjutant-general of the brigade, who was killed by a shell which
cut off both his legs at the thigh. Under command of Brigadier- General Starke, who remained with us constantly, we lay upon our arms all
night, throwing out a line of skirmishers in front and to the left. During the early part of the night we were much disturbed by several of the
enemy’s batteries, which, crossing their. fire, cut the tree-tops over our
;
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heads, and our rest was broken at intervals during the whole night by
occasional and spirited firing between the skirmishers.
At the break of day on the 17th the artillery reopened, and the rapidly increasing rattle of musketry notified us of the commencement of
a general engagement with a foe vastly superior to us in numbers and
confident of an easy victory. Our men, although much worn down with
long and rapid marches, and but recently from the bloody fields of Manassas, were again ready to meet our boastful enemy, with undaunted front,
and when, at 7 a. m., the order forward was given, it was heard with enthusiasm and obeyed with alacrity from one end of the brigade to the
other.

We

had scarcely emerged from the woods in which we had rested during the night, when we found ourselves face to face with the enemy,
heavily massed and within close musket range.. Still, we charged forward in the face of a murderous fire, which thinned our ranks at every
step, until our progress was arrested by a lane, on either side of which
was a high, staked fence stretching along our whole front, to pass which,
under the circumstances, was an impossibility. The men, being formed
along this fence, kept up an accurate and well-sustained fire, which visibly told upon the enemy’s ranks and, although we suffered greatly, as
well from musketry in front as from a battery on our left, which enfiladed us with grape and canister, still, not a man was seen to flinch from
the conflict. By some mistake or misapprehension, the troops which
were intended, as I have since been informed, to support us on the left,
failed to get in position as early as was expected, and, our left being unprotected, we were about to be outflanked, when the order to retire was
given and obeyed, the men withdrawing in tolerable order, and fighting
as they fell back.
It was in this early part of the engagement thal: our brave and chivalric leader. Brig. Gen. William E. Starke, loved and honored by every
man under his command, fell, pierced by three Minie-balls, and was
carried from the field in a dying condition, surviving his wounds but an
;

hour.

The enemy, flushed with their supposed success in the first onset, rent
the air with shouts, and pressed upon us with redoubled energy. Their
exultation was, however, but short-lived. The command of the brigade
having devolved upon Col. L. A. Stafford, of the Ninth Louisiana, he
lost no time in reforming our somewhat disordered line, wheu, other
troops coming to our support, we gathered our strength for a fresh charge
upon the rapidly advancing and exulting foe, and, with a determination
to win or die, hurled ourselves against his lines with an impetus which
first staggered, then drove him, fleeing, from the field, and leaving behind
him hundreds of his dead and wounded. The enemy being thus completely repulsed on his right, did not again offer to renew the combat on
that portion of his lines during the day.
Later in the day the brigade was again called out to support a battery,
when, in consequence of a severe contusion of the foot, received by Colonel Stafford early in the action, which prevented his taking the field,
the command devolved upon the undersigned. Those who had passed
unharmed through the severe conflict of the morning evinced again
their readiness to meet the foe by promptly taking the field, though
they were not again called upon to fire a gun.
1 beg leave to speak in the highest terms of the gallantry and fearlessness displayed by Col. L. A. Stafford, of the Ninth Louisiana Kegiment, who commanded the brigade in the morning.
Col. J. M. Williams, commanding the Second Louisiana Eegiment,
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was severely wounded by a

Minie-ball, whicb passed through his chest,
while gallantly leading his regiment in the first charge.
Lieut. Col. M. Nolan, of the First Louisiana, though painfully wounded
in the leg, remained at his post during the fight, commanding his regiment with coolness and bravery.
The Tenth Louisiana was commanded in the engagement by Capt.
Henry H. Monier, who faithfully discharged the duty devolved upon
him.
It is a noteworthy fact that not a single field officer in the brigade
who was on duty that day escaped untouched. I was so fortunate as to
escape with only a slight contusion of the ankle from a spherical- case
shot, which passed between my feet. When all did their duty so heroically it would seem almost invidious to mention particular names, but
on some other occasion which shall seem opportune it will give me
pleasure to mention the names of those officers who merit special notice.
list of the casualties* in the different regiments composing this bri-

A

gade has been heretofore furnished.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

'

EHMD. PENDLETON,
Colonel Fifteenth Louisiana Regiment^ Comdg. Brigade.
Lieut. Mann Page,
Aetg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.j First Division^ Jaelcson^s Corps.

No. 293.
Report of Maj. Gen. Daniel H.

Hill., C. S.

Armf, commanding

division^ of

operations July 23- September 17.

Headquarters

Division,
,

General

1862.

my

I have the honor to report the operations of
command
from the battles around Eichmond until after the battle of Sharpsburg.
On July 23, 1 was detached from
division and placed in charge of
the Department of the South Side, extending from Drewry^s Bluff to
:

my

the South Carolina line. As McClellan was then at Westover, on the
James, some 30 miles from Eichmond, and it was thought that he might
attempt an advance by the south side, my first attention was given to
the defenses in that direction. Heavy details were made from the
division and two brigades near the bluff, to complete a line of intrenchments around it, and controlling the Petersburg road. Not a spadefull
of earth had been thrown up about Petersburg, and it was in a wholly
defenseless condition.
system of fortifications was begun (which
subsequently met the approval of the chief engineer. Col. J. F. Gilmer,
C. S. Army), and the brigades of Eansom, Walker, and Daniel were put
to work on it. About 1,000 negroes were procured (chiefly from North
Pontoon bridges were conCarolina) and employed in like manner.
structed at several iioints, to make the connection rapid and secure between the two positions to be secured. The defenses of the Appomattox were also strengthened, and a movable car planned and ordered, to
prevent a landing at City Point. An effort was made to organize and
make efficient the numerous independent companies in the department,
which had been of but little use and njuch expense to the country.

A

A

Embodied

iu tabular statement, p. 813.
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concentration of these troops at Weldon and Goldsborough was ordered,
to prevent the cutting of our important lines southward.
In accordance with instructions from the general commanding Army
of Northern Virginia, I made a personal examination of the Yankee
shipping and encampment on the 28th instant, and determined to attack
it

from Coggins’ Point and Maycock’s on the south

side.

This expedi-

tion was intrusted to Brigadier-General French, and was a complete
success. Forty-three pieces, under command of General Pendleton and
Col. J. T. Brown, were placed in position, on the night of the 31st, on
the banks of the river, within easy range of the objects to be reached.
Much damage was done to the Yankee shipping, some destruction of life
caused in the camp, and the wildest terror and consternation produced.

This officer had
is herewith submitted.*
charge of the expedition, agreeably to the wishes of General Lee. Doubtless the night attack had much to do with the evacuation of Westover,
as it made McClellan feel that his shipping was insecure. Two days
after, he took possession of Coggins’ Point, and maintained a force on
the south side till he left the river. His gunboats were attacked at the
mouth of the Appomattox, and points were selected for the further
harassing of his shipping. An expedition was sent out under Col. J. E.
Chambliss, jr., to within 2 miles of Suffolk. Arrangements were made
for the defense of the Blackwater, Chowan, and Tar Eivers, and a point
selected for fortifications on the Eoanoke, to secure Weldon.
On August 21, 1 left Petersburg to join the army in Northern Virginia,
and was given command of McLaws’ division and three brigades of my
own division, at Hanover Junction. The brigades of Eipley and Colquitt, of my division, were in advance of us at Orange Court-House.
On August 26, we left Hanover Junction and joined General Lee at
Chantilly on September 2, three days after the Yankees had been finally
and decisively beaten in the second great battle of Manassas.
On the 4th, Anderson’s brigade was sent to fire on the Yankee trains
at Berlin, and, with two brigades, we drove away the Yankee forces near
the mouth of the Monocacy, and crossed the Potomac. That night and
the next day were spent in destroying the lock and canal banks. The
aqueduct could not be destroyed for want of powder and tools.
The night of the 5th, my division followed General Jackson to within
a few miles of Frederick. The general being disabled by the fall of his
horse, the next morning I was placed in charge of all the forces, and
marched into Frederick. The telegraph wires were cut and the station
few stores and prisoners were taken in the city.
seized.
On the 10th, my division constituted the rear gua^d, and had charge
of the immense wagon-train moving in the direction of Hagerstown.
On the 13th, I was ordered by General Lee to dispose of my troops
so as to prevent the escape of the Yankees from Harper’s Ferry, then
besieged, and also to guard the pass in the Blue Eidge near Boonsborough. Major-General Stuart reported to me that two brigades only
of the Yankees were pursuing us, and that one brigade would be sufficient to hold the pass. I, however, sent the brigades of Garland and
Colquitt, and ordered my other three brigades up to the neighborhood
of Boonsborough.
An examination of the pass, very early on the morning of the 14th,
satisfied me that it could only be held by a large force, and was wholly
indefensible by a small one. I accordingly ordered up Anderson’s brigade.
regiment of Eipley’s brigade was sent to hold another pass.

The report of General French

-

A

A

*

See Series

I,

Vol. XI, Part II, p. 940.
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some 3 miles distant, on onr left. I felt reluctant to order up Eii)ley and
Eodes from the important positions they were holding until somelhing
definite was known of the strength and design of the Yankees. About
7 o’clock they opened a fire upon our right, and pushed forward a large
force through the dense woods to gain a practicable road to our rear.
Garland’s brigade was sent in to meet this overwhelming force, and succeeded in checking it and securing the road from any further attack
that day.

This brilliant service, however, cost us the

life

of that pure,

and accomplished Christian soldier, General Garland, who had
no superiors and few equals in the service. The Yankees on their side
lost General Eeno, a renegade Virginian, who was killed by a happy
shot from the Twenty-third North Carolina. Garland’s brigade was
badly demoralized by his fall and the rough handling it had received,
and, had the Yankees pressed vigorously forward, the road might have
been gained. Providentially, they were ignorant of their success or themselves too much damaged to advance. The Twentieth North Carolina,
of this brigade, under Colonel Iverson, had attacked a Yankee battery,
killed all the horses, and driven olf the cannoneers. This battery was
used no more that day by the Yankees. Anderson’s brigade arrived in
time to take the i)lace of the much-demoralized troops of Garland. There
were two mountain roads practicable for artillery on the right of the
main turnpike. The defense of the farther one had cost Garland his life.
It was now intrusted to Colonel [T. L.] Eosser, of the cavalry, who had
reported to me, and who had artillery and dismounted sfiarxishooters.
General Anderson was intrusted with the care of the nearest and best
road. Bondurant’s battery was sent to aid him in its defense. The
brigade of Colquitt was disposed on each side of the turniiike, and that,
with Lane’s battery, was judged adequate to the task. There was, however, a solitary peak on the left, which, if gained by the Yankees, would
give them control of the ridge commanding the turnpike. The possession of this peak was, therefore, everything to the Yankees, but they
seemed slow to perceive it. I had a large number of guns from Cutts’
artillerj^ placed upon the hill on the left of the turnpike, to sweep the
approaches to this peak. From the position selected, there was a full
view of the country for miles around, but the mountain was so steeji
that ascending columns were but little exjiosed to artillery fire. The
artillerists of [A. S.] Cutts’ battalion behaved gallantly, but their firing
was the worst I ever witnessed. Eodes and Ei^dey came up soon after
Anderson. Eodes was sent to the left, to seize the peak already mengallant,

was sent to the right to support Anderson. Several
attempts had been made previous to tins, by the Yankees, to force a
])assage through the woods on the right of and near the turnpike, but
these were repulsed by the Sixth and Twenty-seventh Georgia and
Thirteenth Alabama, of Colquitt’s brigade.
It was now past noon, and the Yankees had been checked for more
than five hours but it was evident that they were in large force on
both sides of the road, and the Signal Corps reported heavy masses at
the foot of the mountain. In answer to a dispatch from General LongGeneral
street, I urged him to hurry forward troops to my assistance.
Drayton and Col. G. T. Anderson came up, I think, about 3 o’clock, with
1,900 men, and I felt anxious to beat the force on my right before the
Yankees made their grand attack, which I feared would be on our left.
Anderson, Eipley, and Drayton were called together, and I directed them
to follow a path until they came in contact with Eosser, when they should

tioned, and Eipley

,*

change
them.

march into line of battle, and sweep the woods before
To facilitate their movements, I brought up a battery and made

their flank,

:
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the woods in various directions. Anderson soon became i)arand Drayton hotly engaged, but Eipley did not draw trigger; why,
The Fourth North Carolina (Anderson’s brigade) atI do not know.
tempted to carry a Yankee battery, but failed. Three Yankee brigades
moved up, in beautiful order, against Drayton, and his men were soon
beaten and went streaming to the rear. Eosser, Anderson, and Eipley
still held their ground, and the Yankees could not gain our rear.
division of Yankees
Affairs were now very serious on our left.
was advancing in handsome style against Eodes. I had every possible
gun turned upon the Yankee columns, but, owing to the steepness of the
acclivity and the bad handling of the guns, but little harm was done to
the restorers of the Dnion.” Eodes handled his little brigade in a most
admirable and gallant manner, fighting, for hours, vastly superior odds,
and maintaining the key-points of the position until darkness rendered
a further advance of the Yankees impossible. Had he fought with less
obstinacy, a practicable artillery road to the rear would have been gained
on our left and the line of retreat cut off.
Colonel [J. B.] Gordon, the Christain hero, excelled his former deeds
at Seven Pines and in the battles around Eichmond. Our language is
it shell

tially

A

not capable of expressing a higher compliment.
General Eodes says
The men and officers generally behaved well, but Colonel Gordon, Sixth Alabama
Major [E. L.] Hobson, Fifth Alabama, and Colonel [C. A.] Battle, Third Alabama,
deserve especial mention for admirable conduct during the whole fight. We did not
drive the enemy back or whip him, but with 1,200 men we held his whole division at
bay for four hours and a half without assistance from any one, losing in that time not
more than half a mile of ground.
;

He estimates his loss at 422 out of 1,200 taken into action, but thinks
that he indicted a three-fold heavier loss on the Yankees. Colonel [B. B.]
Gayle, of the Twelfth Alabama, was killed, and Colonel [E. A.] O’Neal,
Twenty-sixth Alabama, and Lieutenant-Colonel [S. B.] Pickens, of the
Twelfth, severely wounded.
Major-General Longstreet came up about 4 o’clock with the commands
of Brig. Gens. N. G. Evans and D. E. Jones. I had now become familiar
with the ground, and knew all the vital points, and, had these troops
reported to me, the result might have been different. As it was, they
took wrong positions, and, in their exhausted condition after a long
march, they were broken and scattered. Our whole left was now fairly
exi)osed, and the Yankees had but to push down to seize the turnpike.
It was now dark, however, and they feared to advance.
All the available troops were collected behind a stone wall, to resist an approach upon
the turnpike from the left. Encouraged by their successes in that direction, the Yankees thought that it would be an easy matter to move
directly up the turnpike but they were soon undeceived. They were
heroically met and bloodily repulsed by the Twenty-third and Twentyeighth Georgia Eegiments, of Colquitt’s brigade. The fight lasted for
more than an hour after night, but gradually subsided as the Yankees
General Hood, who had gone in on the right with his two noble
retired.
brigades, pushed forward his skirmishers and drove back the Yankees.
We retreated that night to Sharpsburg, having accomplished all that
was required the delay of the Yankee army until Harper’s Ferry could
not be relieved.
Should the truth ever be known, the battle of South Mountain, as far
as my division was concerned, will be regarded as one of the most remarkable and creditable of the war. The division had marched all the way
from Eichmond, and the straggling had been enormous in consequence
;

—
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deficient commissariat, want of shoes, and inefficient
Owing to these combined causes, the division numbered less
than 5,000 men the morning of September 14, and had five roads to
guard, extending over a space of as many miles. This small force successfully resisted, without support, for eight hours, the whole Yankee
army, and, when its supports, were beaten, still held the roads, so that our

of Iieavy
officers.

was effected without the loss of a gun, a wagon, or an ambulance.
Kodes’ brigade had immortalized itself Oolquitt^s had fought well, and
the two regiments most closely pressed (Twenty- third and Twenty-eighth
Georgia) had repulsed the foe. Garland’s brigade had behaved nobly,
until demoralized by the fall of its gallant leader, and being outflanked
by the Yankees. Anderson’s brigade had shown its wonted gallantry.
Eipley’s brigade, for some cause, had not been engaged, and was used
with Hood’s two brigades to cover the retreat.
Had Lougstreet’s division been with mine at daylight in the morning,
theYankees would have been disastrously repulsed but they had gained
important positions before the arrival of re-enforcements. These additional troops came up, after a long, hurried, and exhausting march, to
defend localities of which they were ignorant, and to fight a foe flushed
with partial success, and already holding key-points to further advance.
Had our forces never been separated, the battle of Sharpsburg never
would have been fought, and the Yankees would not have even the
shadow of consolation for the loss of Harper’s Ferry.
We reached Sharpsburg about daylight on the morning of the 15th.
The Yankees made their appearance that day, and some skirmishing
retreat

;

;

and cannonading occurred.
There was a great deal of artillery firing during the forenoon of the
16th, and late that afternoon the Yankees crossed the Antietam opposite the center of my line and made for the Hagerstown turnpike.
Had
we been in a condition to attack them as they crossed, much damage
might have been inflicted but as yet there were but two weak divisions
on the ground. Longstreet held the position south of the Boonsborough
turnpike, and I that on the right. Hood’s command was placed on my
Just before sundown I got up a batleft to guard the Hagerstown pike.
tery (Lane’s), of Cutts’ battalion, to open upon the Yankee columns advancing toward that pike, while Col. Stephen I). Lee brought up another
farther on the right. These checked the Yankee advance, and enabled
Jackson to take position on Hood’s left and covering any attempt to
,*

turn us in that direction.
My ranks had been diminished by some additional straggling, and the
morning of the 17th I had but 3,000 infantry. I had, however, twentysix pieces of artillery of my own and near fifty [?] pieces of Cutts’ batPositions w^ere selected for as
talion, temporarily under my command.
many of these guns as could be used; but all the ground in my front
was completely commanded by the long-range artillery of the Yankees
on the other side of the Antietam, which concentrated their fire upon
every gun that opened and soon disabled or silenced it.
At daylight a brisk skirmish began along Hood’s front, and Colquitt,
Kipley, and McEae (commanding Garland’s brigade) were moved up to
his support. Hood’s men always fight well, and they were handsomely
supported by Colquitt and Eipley. The first line of the Yankees was
broken, and our men pushed vigorously forward, but to meet another,
and yet another, line. Colquitt had gone in with 10 field officers 4
were killed, 5 badly wounded, and the tenth had been stunned by a shell.
The men were beginning to fall back, and efforts were made to rally
them in the bed of an old road, nearly at right angles to the Hagerstown
;

:
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aud wkich had been tbeir position previous to the advance. These
however, were only partially successful. Most of the brigade
took no further part in the action. Garland^s brigade (Colonel McKae
commanding) had been much demoralized by the fight at South Mountain, but the men advanced with alacrity, secured a good position, and
were fighting bravely when Captain [T. jP.J Thomson, Fifth North CaroThis cry spread like an electric
lina, cried out, “ They are flanking us.’’
shock along the ranks, bringing up vivid recollections of the flank fire
In a moment they broke and fell to the rear. Coloat South Mountain
nel McEae, though wounded, remained On the field all day and succeeded in gathering uii some stragglers, and personally rendered much
The Twenty-third North Carolina Eegiment, of this
efficient service.
brigade, was brought off* by the gallant Lieutenant-Colonel Johnston,
and posted, by my order, in the old road already described. Eipley’s
brigade had united with Walker’s and fallen back with it behind the
ridge to the left of this road and near to it. We had now lost all the
ground wrested from the enemy, and were occupying the position held
in the morning. But three of my brigades had been broken and much
demoralized, and all of the artillery had been withdrawn from my Iront.
Eodes and Anderson were in the old road, and some stragglers had been
gathered up and placed upon their left.
It was now apparent that the Yankees were massing in our front, and
that their grand attack would be made upon my position, which was the
center of our line. I sent several urgent messages to General Lee for
re-enforcements, but before any arrived a heavy force (since ascertained
to be Franklin’s corps) advanced in three parallel lines, with all the precision of a parade day, upon my two brigades. They met with a galling
again advanced, and again fell
fire, however, recoiled, and fell back
back, and finally lay down behind the crest of the hill and kept up an
irregular fire. I got a battery in position, which partially enfiladed the
Yankee line and aided materially to check its advance. This battery
was brought up by my aide, Lieut. J. A. Eeid, who received a painful
pike,

efforts,

.

;

wound

in the discharge of that duty.
In the mean time General E. H. Anderson reported to me with some
3,000 or 4,000 men as re-enforcements to my command. I directed him
to form immediately behind my men. That gallant and accomplished
officer was soon wounded, and the command devolved upon General
Pryor. The Yankee fire had now nearly ceased, and but for an unfortunate blunder of Lieutenant-Colonel [ J. N.] Lightfoot, Sixth Alabama,
no farther advance would have been made by them. General Eodes
had observed a regiment lying down in his rear and not engaged. He
says

As tlie fire was now desultory and slack, I went to tke troops referred to, and found
tkat they belonged to General Pryor’s brigade. Their officers stated that they had
been halted by somebody; not General Pryor. Finding General Pryor in a few
moments, and informing him as to their conduct, he immediately ordered them forward. Returning toward the brigade, I met Lieutenant-Colonel Lightfoot, Sixth
Alabama, looking for me. Upon his telling me that the right wing of the regiment
was exposed to a terrible enfilade fire, which the enemy was enabled to deliver by
their gaining somewhat upon Anderson (General G. B.), I ordered him to hasten back
and to throw his right wing back and out of the old road referred to. Instead of executing the order, he moved briskly to the rear of the regiment, and gave the command,
“ Sixth Alabama, about face; forward march.” Major Hobson, of the Fifth, seeing
this, asked him if the order was intended for the whole brigade.
He said, “ Yes,” and
thereupon the Fifth and the other troops on their left retreated. I did not see their
retrograde movement until it was too late to rally them, and for this reason Just as
I was moving on after Lightfoot, I heard a shot strike Lieutenant Birney (aide), who
was immediately behind me. Wheeling around, I found him falling, and that he had
been struck in the face. He found that he could walk after I raised him. I followed
:

;
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him a few paces and watched him until he reached a barn, a short distance in the rear,
where he first met some one to help him in case he needed it. As I turned toward the
brigade, I was struck heavily by a piece of shell on my thigh. At first I thought that
the wound was serious but finding, upon examination, that it was slight, I turned
toward the brigade, when I discovered it, without visible cause to me, retreating in
confusion. I hastened to intercept it at the Hagerstown road. I found, thongh, that,
with the exception of a few men from the Twenty-sixth, Twelfth, and Third, and a
few under Major Hobson, of the Fifth (not more than 40 in all), the brigade had disappeared from this portion of the field. This small number, together with some Mississippians and North Carolinians, about 150 in all, I rallied and stationed behind a
small ridge leading from the Hagerstown road.
;

General G. B. Anderson still nobly held bis ground, but the Yankees
to pour in through the gap made by the retreat of Bodes. Anderson himself was mortally wounded and his brigade was totally routed.
Colonel Bennett, of the Fourteenth, and Major Sillers, of the Thirtieth
North Carolina. Eegiment, rallied a portion of their men. There were no
troops near, to hold the center, except a few hundred rallied from various
brigades. The Yankees crossed the old road which we had occupied
in the morning, and occupied a corn-field and orchard in advance of it.
They had now got within a few hundred yards of the hill which commanded Sharpsburg and our rear. Affairs looked very critical. I
found a battery concealed in a corn-field, and ordered it to move out
and open upon the Yankee columns. This proved to be Boyce^s South
Carolina battery. It moved out most gallantly, although exposed to a
terrible direct and reverse fire from the long-range Yankee artillery
across the Antietam. A caisson exploded, but the battery unlimbered,
and with grape and canister drove the Yankees back. 1 was now satisfied that the Yankees were so demoralized that a single regiment of
fresh men could drive the whole of them in our front across the Antietam. I got up about 200 men, who said they were willing to advance to
the attack if I would lead them. We met, however, with a warm reception, and the little command was broken and dispersed.
Major Hobson
and Lieutenant [J. M.] Goff, of the Fifth Alabama, acquitted themselves handsomely in this charge. Colonel [Alfred] Iverson, Twentieth
North Carolina Colonel [D. H.] Christie, Twenty-third North Carolina
Captain Garrett, Fifth North Carolina Adjutant [J. M.] Taylor and
Lieutenant [Isaac E.] Pearce, of the same regiment, had gathered up
about 200 men, and I sent them to the right to attack the Yankees
in flank. They drove them back a short distance, but in turn were
repulsed. These two attacks, however, had a most happy effect. The
Yankees were completely deceived by their boldness, and induced to
believe that there was a large force in our center. They made no further
attemi^t to pierce our center, except on a small scale, hereafter to be
mentioned.
It was now about 4 p. m., and Burnside’s corps was massing to attack
on our right.
heavy column was advancing up the Boousborough
))ike, and I ordered up some 200 or 300 men, under command of Col. G.
T. Anderson, to the hill already described, commanding Sharpsburg,
but they were exposed to an enfilade fire from a battery near the church,
on the Hagerstown i)ike, and compelled to retire to another hill. About
30 men, under Lieutenant-Colonel [W. H.j Betts, Thirteenth Alabama,
of my division, remained as supports to my division batteries, under
Jones, [R. A.] Hardaway, and Boudurant. The Yankee columns were
allowed to come within easy range, when a sudden storm of grape and
canister drove them back in couffision. Betts’ men must have given
them a very hot fire, as Burnside reported that he had met tliree heavy
columns on the hill. It is difficult to imagine how 30 men could so multiply themselves as to appear to the frightened Yankees to be three

began

;
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heavy columns. On our extreme right, however, the Yankees had been
more successful. They had crossed the Antietam, and were driving our
men before them. Our forces (supposed to be A. P. HilFs or D. E.
Jones’) had fallen back nearly to the road in rear of Sharpsburg, and
the Yankees advanced in fine style to the crests commanding it. A
few hundred yards more and our only line of retreat would be cut off.
I called Carter’s attention to this imposing force of Yankees, and he
opened upon them with three guns, aided by two, I think, of the Donaldsonville Artillery. The firing was beautiful, and the Yankee columns
(1,200 yards distant) were routed by this artillery fire alone, unaided by
musketry. This is the only instance I have ever known of infantry
being broken by artillery fire at long range. It speaks badly for the
courage of Burnside’s men.
Captain Carter says
The next movement of the enemy’ was to advance a heavy column on the extreme
right, hearing down on what I supposed to have been the right wing of A. P. HilFs
division. Our troops gave way entirely before the column. With three pieces of mj’battery, aided by two of Lieutenant Elliott’s, this column was shattered and driven
back without the assistance (so far as I know) of any infantry v^hatever. Generals
D. H. Plill and Nodes witnessed the firing.

Our troops advanced now on the extreme right, and Burnside’s whole
corps was driven back. This virtually closed the operations of the day,
but a movement of a rather farcical character now took place. Gfeneral
Pryor had gathered quite a respectable force behind a stone wall on the
Hagerstown road, and Col. G. T. Anderson had about a regiment behind
Maine regiment (the
a hill immediately to the right of this road.
Twenty-first, I think) came down to this hill wholly unconscious that
shout and a volley inthere were any Confederate troops near it.
formed them of their dangerous neighborhood. The Yankee apprehension is acute 5 the idea was soon taken in, and was followed by the most
rapid running I ever saw.
The night closed in with our troops in the center, about 200 yards in
held, however, two-thirds
rear of the position held in the morning.
of the battle-field, including the ground gained by General A. P. Hill
on our right. The only ground lost was in the center, where the chief
Yankee attack had been made, and where there had been the severest
fighting and the heaviest loss to both parties. The skulkers and cowards had straggled off, and only the bravest and truest men of my division had been left. It is true that hunger and exhaustion had nearly unfitted these brave men for battle.
Our wagons had been sent off across
the river on Sunday, and for three days the men had been sustaining
life on green corn and such cattle as they could kill in the fields.
In
charging through an apple orchard at the Yankees, with the immediate
prospect of death before them, I noticed men eagerly devouring apples.
The unparalleled loss of the division shows that, spite of hunger and
fatigue, the officers and men fought most heroically in the two battles in
Maryland. The division lost 3,000 out of less than 9,000 engaged at
Seven Pines j 4,000 out of 10,000 in the battles around Eichmond j but
now the loss was 3,241 in two battles, out of less than 5,000 engaged
that is, the loss was nearly two-thirds of the entire force. Of these 925
are reported missing. Doubtless a large number of the missing fell into
the hands of the Yankees, when wounded; but even supposing that none
of the missing were killed or wounded, still, we have 2,316 reported killed
and wounded, or nearly one-half of those taken into action. Among
these was 1 brigadier-general killed, 1 mortally wounded; 3 brigade commanders wounded; 4 colonels killed, 8 colonels wounded ; 1 lieutenant65 R K VOL XIX, PT I
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2 majors killed, 2 majors

wounded.

There were but 34 field officers present in the battles, and
only 9 left when they were over. The mortality was equally great among
company commanders, and several regiments were left under command
of lieutenants. Still, the stubborn spirit of the men was not subdued.
From 1,500 to 1,700 were gathered together, on the morning of the 18th,
and placed in a position more sheltered than the one occupied the day
before, and I think would have fought with determination, if not with
enthusiasm, had the Yankees made an advance. Our Northern brethren
were too much shattered to renew the contest, and that night we recrossed
the Potomac.
The battle of Sharpsburg was a success so far as the failure of the
Yankees to carry the position they assailed. It would, however, have
been a glorious victory for us but for three causes
First. The separation of our forces.
Had McLaws and E. H. Anderson been there earlier in the morning, the battle would not have lasted
two hours, and would have been signally disastrous to the Yankees.
Second. The bad handling of our artillery. This could not cope with
the superior weight, caliber, range, and number of the Yankee guns
hence it ought only to have been used against masses of infantry. On
the contrary, our guns were made to reply to the Yankee guns, and were
smashed up or withdrawn before they could be effectually turned against
massive columns of attack. An artillery duel between the Washington
Artillery and the Yankee batteries across the Antietam on the 16th was
the most melancholy farce in the war.
Third. The enormous straggling. The battle was fought with less than
30,000 men. Had all our stragglers been up, McOlellaffis army would
have been completely crushed or annihilated. Doubtless the want of
shoes, the want of food, and physical exhaustion had kept many brave
men from being with the army but thousands of thieving poltroons had
kept away from sheer cowardice. The straggler is generally a thief and
always a coward, lost to all sense of shame he can only be kept in ranks
by a strict and sanguinary discipline.
;

;

List of casualties.

Command.

Wounded.

Missing.

KiUed.

Tf.nd fts’

hr gad e

Ill

i

Ripley’s brigade

....

fra.rla.Ttd’s bripfa.do

no

Colquitt’s brigade
Artilb^ry

46
64
129
4

Total

464

Anderson’s brigade

1,

289
506
210
299
518
30

225
1J4
187
202
184
3

852

925

list we have specially to mourn many distinguished offiBrigadier- General Garland was killed at South Mountain the
most fearless man I ever knew, a Christian hero, a ripe scholar, and
most accomplished gentleman. Brig. Gen. G. B. Anderson was mortally wounded at Sharpsburg a high-toned, honorable, conscientious
Christian soldier, highly gifted, and lovely iu all the qualities that adorn
a man. Col. C. C. Tew, Second North Carolina Eegiment, was one of
the most finished scholars on the continent, and had no superior as a
soldier in the field. Col. B. B. Gayle, Twelfth Alabama, a most gal-

In this sad
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lant and accomplished officer, was killed at South Mountain. Col. W.
P. Barclay, Twenty-third Georgia, the hero of South Mountain, was
killed at Sharpsburg. There, too, fell those gallant Christian soldiers.
Col. Levi B. Smith, Twenty-seventh Georgia, and Lieut. Col. J. M. Newton, of the Sixth Georgia. The modest and heroic Major [P.] Tracy, of
the Sixth Georgia, met there, too, a bloody grave. The lamented Captain [W. F.] Plane, of that regiment, deserves a special mention. Of
him it could be truly said that he shrank from no danger, no fatigue,
and no exposure. Maj. Eobert S. Smith, Fourth Georgia, fell, fighting
most heroically, at Sharpsburg. He had received a military education,
and gave promise of eminence in his profession. Capt. James B. Atwell, Twentieth North Carolina, deserves to live in the memory of his
countrymen for almost unsurpassed gallantry. After having greatly
distinguished himself in the capture of the Yankee battery at South
Mountain, he fell, heroically fighting, at Sharpsburg. Brigadier- General
Eipley received a severe wound in the throat from a Minie-ball, which
would have proven fatal but for passing through his cravat. After his
wound was dressed, he heroically returned to the field, and remained to
the close of the day with his brigade. Brigadier-General Eodes received
a painful contusion from a shell, but remained with his command.
Colonel McEae, commanding brigade, was struck in the forehead, but
gallantly remained on the field. Colonel Bennett, Fourteenth North

Carolina Eegiment, who had conducted himself most nobly throughout,
won my special admiration for the heroism he exhibited at the moment
of receiving what he supposed to be a mortal wound. Colonel [W. L.J
He Eosset, Third North Carolina, received a severe wound at Sharpsburg, which I fear will forever deprive the South of his most valuable
Col. F. M. Parker, Thirtieth North Carolina, a modest, brave,
services.
and accomplished officer, was severely wounded at Sharpsburg. Col.
J. B. Gordon, Sixth Alabama, the Chevalier Bayard of the army, received five wounds at Sharpsburg before he would quit the field. The
heroic Colonel [B. B.] Fry, Thirteenth Alabama, and Colonel [E. A.]
O’Neal, Twenty-sixth Alabama, who had both been wounded at Seven
Pines, were once more wounded severely, at Sharpsburg, while nobly
doing their duty. Lieutenant-Colonel [S. B.] Pickens, Twelfth Alabama,
and Major [E. D.J Eedden, Twenty-sixth Alabama, were both wounded
at South Mountain, the former severely. They greatly distinguished
themselves in that battle. Lieut. Col. J. N. Lightfoot, Sixth Alabama,
and Lieutenant-Colonel [William A.] Johnston, Fourteenth North CarMajor [S. D.]
olina, were wounded at Sharpsburg, the latter slightly.
Tliruston, Third North Carolina, received a painful contusion, but did
not leave the field. Lieutenant-Colonel Euffin, Thirteenth North Carolina, remained with his regiment on South Mountain after receiving
three iiainful wounds. Lieutenant-Colonel [W. H.] Betts, Thirteenth
Alabama, was slightly wounded. Lieutenant-Colonel [C. T.] Zachry,
Twenty-seventh Georgia, had just recovered from a severe wound before Eichmond to receive a more serious one at Sharpsburg. Lieutenant-Colonel [E. F.] Best and Major [J. H.] Huggins, Twenty-third
Georgia, gallant and meritorious officers, were severely wounded at
Sharpsburg.
It becomes my grateful task to speak in the highest terms of my brigade commanders, two of whom sealed their devotion to their country
with their lives. Major [J. W.] Eatchford, Major Pierson, chief of artillery, and Lieut. J. A. Eeid, of my stafi*, were conspicuous for their
gallantry. Captain Overton, serving tempororily with me, was wounded
at Shari)sburg, but remained under fire until I urged him to leave the
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Captain West and Lieut. T. J. Moore, ordnance officers, discharged faithfully their duty aud rendered important service on the
field at South Mountain.
Maj. Archer Anderson, adjutant, had been
wounded in crossing the Potomac, and I lost his valuable services in
Maryland. Sergeant Harmeling and Privates Thomas Jones and Minter,
of the couriers, acquitted themselves handsomely.
field.

Brigadier-General Bodes reports as specially deserving notice for their
gallantry, Colonel O’Neal and Major Eedden, Twenty-sixth Alabama;
Col. J. B. Gordon, Lieutenant-Colonel Lightfoot, Lieut. P. H. Larey,
Sergt. J. B. Hancock, Sixth Alabama; Maj. E. L. Hobson, Capt. T. M.
Biley, Lieut. J. M. Goff, Sergt. A. Swicegood, Color-Corjd. Joshua
Smith, Fifth Alabama; Col. C. A. Battle, Capt. E. S. Beady (badly
Avouuded), Lieuts. J. J. Lake (killed) and E. T. Bandall (wounded),
Sergts. N. M, Howard, William Taylor, J. W. Hauxthall, James Stewart, Henry Honnelson, and George IHlison, Corpl. Josiah Ely, and Privates Joseph Lee and Hollanquist, Third Alabama.
Brigadier-General Colquitt reports in like manner N. B. Neusan, ColorSergt. J. J. Powell, W. W. Glover, H. M. James, and N. B. Lane, colorguard Sixth Georgia; Corpls. John Cooper, Joseph J. AVood, Privates
J. W. Tompkins, B. C. Lapsade, L. B. Hannah, A. H. Simmons, W.
Smith, J. M. Feltman, and J. C. Penn. Captain [W. M.] Arnold, Sixth
Georgia, who commanded a battalion of skirmishers at South Mountain
and Slmrpsburg, is entitled to the highest commendation for his skill
and gallantry. Captain [N. J.] Garrison, commanding Twenty-eighth
Georgia, was severely wounded at the head of his regiment. Captain

[James W.] Banning, Twenty-eighth Georgia Begiment, was distinguished for his intrepid coolness, fighting in the ranks, with gun in hand,
and stimulating his men b^^ his words and examples. W. B. Johnson
and William Goff, Twenty-eighth Georgia; Lieuts. B. A. Bowen, B. S.
Tomme, and L. I). Ford, First Sergeant Herring, Sergts. J. L. Moore,
T. P. A¥. Bullard, aud J. J. Adams, Corpl. J. A. Lee, and Privates W.
A. Estes, J. S. Wingate, W. S. Walker, Isaac Hundley, Thomas Sudler,
J. J. Gordon, Simeon AYilliamson, Alosely, McCall, J. M. Vanse, J.
Hutchings, Thomas Argo, J. S. Dennis, AV. J. Claybanks, Joseph Herron, and AV. D. Tingle, Thirteenth Alaliama.
The officers commanding the Twenty-seventh and Twenty-eighth
Georgia Begimeuts report that it is impossible for them to make distinctions where so many acted with distinguished bravery. In the
Twenty-seventh every commissioned officer except one was killed or
wounded at Sharpsburg, and this sole survivor was unwilling to discriminate among so many brave men.
Brigadier-General Doles (now commanding Bipley’s brigade) pays a
tribute to the memory of Maj. Bobert S. Smith, Fourth Georgia, and
speaks in the most complimentary terms of Colonel De Bosset and Major
Thruston, Third North Carolina (the former severely and the latter
slightly wounded), and Captains [E. G.] Aleares, [Lieutenant D. E.] McNair, and [D.] Williams, of the same regiment. Lieut. Col. H. A. Brown
and Capt. J. N. Harrell, acting major of the First North Carolina BegiLieut. Col. Phil. Cook, Captains [W.
raent, are also highly commended.
H.l AVillis, [F. H.] DeGraffenried, and Lieutenants [E. A.] Hawkins, [B.
M.J Bisel, [W. AA^l Hulbert, [J. T.] Gav (wounded), [J. G.] Stephens, [C.
B. ] Ezell, [F. T.] Snead, [L. M.] Cobb (killed), [J. C.] Macon (severely
wounded), “ all commended themselves to my special notice by their
gallant aud meritorious conduct.” Captain [John C.] Key, commanding Forty-fourth Georgia, and Captain Bead, assistant adjutant-general,
are equally" commended. Asst. Surg. William P. Yoiin! icmaincd on

—
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the field after he was wounded, caring for the wounded, and fell into
the hands of the enemy. Privates Thomas S. Gartright, Joseph L.
Eichardson, and Henry E. Welch, Fourth Georgia, are mentioned with
The first-named fell with the colors of his regiment in his
distinction.
liand; Eichardson was wounded. Privates E. Dudley Hill and Thomas
J. Dingier, two lads in the Forty-fourth Georgia, attracted, in an especial
manner, the attention of their commander by their extraordinary daring.
Lieutenant-Colonel Brown, of the First 'North Carolina Eegiment, who
commanded in both battles in Maryland, says that all did their duty in
his regiment, and he cannot discriminate.
The following officers and men of Garland^s brigade are specially commended for their good conduct Cols. D. K. McEae, Iverson, and Christie
Lieutenant-Colonels Johnston and Euffin. The latter was wounded three
times at South Mountain, and exhibited the highest qualities of the
officer and soldier. Captains [T. M.] Garrett, [B.] Eobinson, and [Jacob]
Brookfield, Adjt. J. M. Taylor, and Lieutenant [Isaac E.] Pearce, of
the Fifth Captain Atwell (killed) and Lieutenant [John H.] Caldwell, of
the Twentieth, conducted themselves with soldier-like gallantry. Lieutenants [C.E.J King, [D.H.] Eay, [M. J.] Malone, [E. M.j Duguid, Felton,
and Sutton ; Sergeants Eiddick, Ingram, Pearce, Johnson, and Dennis
Privates Hays, Ellis, Campbell, Hilliard, and Kinsant, of the same regiment, are highly commended by their regimental commanders. Sergts.
A. W. Fullenwider, John W. Glenn, C. W. Bennet, and Privates E. F.
Howell and W. C. Watkins, of the Twenty-third Korth Carolina, exhibited extraordinary coolness and daring. Sergeant Fullenwider has
been six times wounded during the war, but still lives to perform more
heroic deeds.
Private David Jones, Twentieth North Carolina, was
specially distinguished as a bold and intelligent scout at South Mountain.
In Anderson’s brigade the field officers present in the battles Colonel
Tew, Second North Carolina (killed) Colonel Grimes, Fourth North
Carolina; Colonel Bennett (wounded) and Lieut. Col. W. A. Johnston
(slightly wounded), both of Fourteenth North Carolina Colonel Parker
(severely wounded) and Major Sillers, both of Thirtieth North Carolina
are all worthy of the gratitude of their country for gallant and meritorious services. Colonel Grimes was disabled, by the kick of a horse, from
being with his regiment (Fourth North Carolina) at Sharpsburg, and
unfit for duty for months afterward. The Fourth thus lost his valuable
services. This gallant regiment, which has never been surpassed by
any troops in the world for gallantry, subordination, and propriety, was
commanded by the heroic Captain [William T.] Marsh, and, after his
fall, by the equally heroic Captain [D. P.] Latham, who shared the same
All the officers of this noble regiment present at Sharpsburg were
fate.
killed or wounded. Their names deserve to be preserved.
Captains
Marsh, Latham, and [E. A.] Osborne; Lieutenants [Jesse F.] Stansill,
J. C. Cotton, [T. M.j Allen, Parker, [T. J.j Brown, [F. H.j Weaver, Craw:

;

—

;

;

J. W. Shinn;
D. Barton, of
this regiment, were greatly distinguished for their courage.
Private
J. B. Stinson, of same regiment, acting as courier to General Anderson,
was wounded in three places at Sharpsburg, and there, as on every

ford,

and

[B. T.]

Corpls. J. A.

Bonner; Sergts. John Troutman and

Cowan and H. H. Barnes, and Private

J.

other battle-field, behaved most nobly.
Colonel Bennett, of the Fourteenth North Carolina, commends Captains [Joseph] Jones, [Eli] Freeman, [T. B.] Beall, [J. E.] DeBerry, and
[W.M.] Weir; Lieutenants [W. A.] Liles, [J. L.] Mitchell, [F. M.] Harney,
|D. C.] Shankle, [C. W.] Bevers, [W. A.] Threadgill, and [W. G.]
Meachum; Sergts. Jenkins and McLester; Corpl. Crumi); Privates
AlcGregor, Byerly, Odell, and Morgan.
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The Second Forth Carolina, after the death of the gallant and accomplished Tew, was commanded by Captain [G.M.] Eoberts, since resigned.
The Thirtieth Forth Carolina, after the fall of its gallant colonel, was
commanded by Major Sillers, a brave and meritorious officer. I much
regret that the officers of these two regiments have declined to present
the names of those specially distinguished for coolness and courage.
The Thirteenth Forth Carolina, under Lieutenant-Colonel Euffin, greatly
distinguished itself at South Mountain. I regret that I have no report
from that heroic officer, now absent, sick. He often, however, spoke of
the great gallantry of Sergt. Walter S. Williamson.
Eespectfully submitted.
D. H. HILL,
Major- General.

Gen. E. H. Chilton,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Fo. 294.
Report of Gapt. Thomas R.
Artillery.)

commanding King William
of the battle of Sharpshurg.

Carter.,

October

(

Virginia)

14, 1862.

Captain In obedience to orders from General Eodes, I herewith forward an account of the part taken by my battery in the Sharpshurg
:

engagement:

The battery consisted of five pieces, posted as follows Two howitzers
on the left of Eodes’ brigade, two 6-pounders in front of Garland’s brigade, and one Parrott piece a short distance to the left. When the battle commenced on the left, at the point of woods, three pieces were
brought to bear on the enemy, and the firing kept up until our infantry
entered the woods. Soon after, the enemy appeared in line of battle on
the open field to the left of the woods and of the Hagerstown road.
The division was then ordered to the left. I considered it unsafe to
keep the battery so far in advance without infantry support, and subject
to an artillery fire in reverse from left and right when it should open.
General Eodes concurred with me, and ordered the three long-range
pieces to some good position in the rear and within supporting distance
of the brigade, and the two howitzers to some point immediately in rear
of the brigade. Having no definite knowledge of the position for the
howitzers, and some confusion occurring 'n consequence of some horses
being killed, I determined to take the wnole battery across the Hagerstown road on the eminence to the left, where it could command any position taken by the division, whether in the direction of the burning house
or toward the line of the enemy, then on the open field to the left of the
Hagerstown road. To cross the two stone walls of this road it was nec:

essary to follow the lane nearly to the outskirts of the village. On my
way I met General Lee. He seemed to fear that the whole left wing,
then hard pressed and losing ground, would be turned, and that the
enemy would gain possession of the range of hills some three-quarters
of a mile to the left of Sharpshurg. He ordered me to this ground,
with all the artillery that could be collected, to prevent this movement.
Having communicated with Major Pierson, several batteries were gathered together on this part of the field. General Lee soon arrived there,
in person. Heavy re-enforcements had, by this time, come to the relief
of the left wing, and the enemy was forced back. I now received an order
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from General Eodes to plant my battery on the left of the Hagerstown
road, near the Donaldsonville Artillery. With the consent of General
Lee, I at once moved my battery to this point. On reaching it, I found
several batteries engaged in driving off a Yankee battery posted near
the spot occupied in the morning by my two howitzers. My battery at
once took part in this fire, and continued firing until the battery was
withdrawn. There was at this time a pause in the engagement.
The next movement of the enemy was the advance of a heavy column
on the extreme right, bearing down on what I supposed to have been
the right wing of A. P. Hill’s division. Our troops gave way entirely
before this column. With three pieces of my battery, aided by two of
Lieutenant Elliott’s, this column was shattered and driven back without
the assistance, so far as I know, of any infantry whatever. Generals
H. H. Hill and Eodes both witnessed this firing. Soon after. Colonel
Stephen H. Lee requested me to post my battery on the hill in front of
Sharpsburg, and to open on the enemy to the right, then contending with
A. P. Hill. I moved the battery to this place, but before it took position found it untenable from a heavy reverse artillery fire, and, by the
advice of Colonel Lee, removed it. The evening was now closing in, and
the engagement was conducted to its close by General A. P. Hill, on the
extreuie right.

At dark General Lee sent forme, as I was about to encamp in rear of
the village, and ordered me to guard the bridge across Antietam Creek
by posting my battery near the turnpike and on the crest in front of
Sharpsburg.
I have to report 1 private killed, junior First Lieutenant Dabney mortally wounded (since dead), 3 wounded, and 1 missing ; total, 6.
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

THOS. H. CAETEE,
Captain^

Commanding

Battery,

Capt. H. A. Whiting,
Assistant Adjutant- General of Brigadier -General Bodes.

No. 295.
Report of Brig. Gen. Boswell 8. Bipley^ C. 8. Army, commanding brigade,
of the battles of Boonsborough and Sharpsburg.

Headquarters Eipley’s Brigade,
Camp on Opequon

CreeJc, September 21, 1862.
the evening of September 13 1 received orders from Maj.
Gen. D. H. Hill to march with my brigade and take a position with it
and a battery of artillery on the eminence immediately on the northeast
of Boonsborough, and to send a regiment at daylight on the following
morning to occupy the Hamburg Pass. This was accomplished, and on
the following morning, at ^ln early hour. Colonel [George] Doles, with the
Fourth Georgia Eegiment, was in position at the pass.
At about 9 o’clock I received orders to send forward my artillery, and,
soon after, to move with the whole force to the main pass east of Boonsborough. Upon arriving, I was directed to follow the road leading to
Braddock’s Gap, and place myself in communication with Brigadier-General Anderson, who had preceded me in that direction.
Upon coming
ui) and communicating with that officer, it was arranged that he should
extend along the Braddock road and make room for the troops of my
command, and that an attack should be made upon the enemy, then

Major On
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occupying the heights to the south. While taking position, General Hill
arrived, and with him Brigadier-General Drayton’s command. General
Hill directed General Anderson’s and ray command to extend still farther on the road, making room for General Drayton’s troops, and that
the attack should be made as soon as all were in position. General
Anderson’s and my own brigade got into position on the road, and
General Drayton’s command was rapidly forming when the action commenced by the enemy attacking him in force. This he sustained for
some time. General Anderson’s and my own brigade pushing forward
through dense thickets and up very steep acclivities to outflank the enemy and come into General Drayton’s support. The natural difficulties
of the ground and the condition of the troops prevented these movements being made with the rapidity which was desirable, and the enemy
forced his way to the Braddock road between General Drayton’s force
and my own, and sent a column of troops down the road as if to cut oft"
the troops forming our right. In this object he was thwarted by two
pieces of artillery belonging to Colonel Eosser’s cavalry, which was
speedily placed in position a short distance in our rear on the Braddock
road. A few well-directed shot and shell drove the enemy up the hill,
leaving the road in our possession.
Meantime General Anderson had extended far to the right and come
up with the enemy, with whom he had a short engagement. My own
brigade had pressed up to within a short distance of the crest of the
heights, and held its position under a noisy but comparatively harmless
fire, but Anderson’s brigade having extended far to the right, it was
Soon after, Brigadierfor the time unsupported by any other troops.
General Hood’s command came from the main pass, and, forming upon
my left, the troops pressed up the road, driving the enemy before them
until they occupied their first position and darkness put an end to the
operations. I found soon afterward that General Anderson’s command
had been withdrawn at nightfall from the heights to the Braddock
road.

Orders were received from Major-General Longstreet to renew the
attack as early as practicable, and arrangements were in progress when
further orders were received to move back to the main road and follow
the army. The movement was made without confusion, and upon coming on the road near Boonsborough the route was taken following the

main army

to Sharpsburg.
arriving on the west bank of the Antietam Eiver, on the 15th,
under orders from Major-General Longstreet (during the temporary
absence of the division commander), I posted my own, Anderson’s, and
McRae’s brigades on the heights overlooking the river, with the right
resting on the road from Boonsborough to Sharpsburg, facing the river.
The troops bivouacked during the remainder of the 15th and the 16th

Upon

in this position.

On the morning of the 16th the enemy made his appearance in force
in our front, and from about 9 o’clock until nightfall we were subjected
to an annoying artillery fire.
During the evening I received orders to move my brigade to the left
of our division, and take up a position to cover a road leading from our
left to the turnpike leading from Sharpsburg to Hagerstown, and in support of certain batteries of artillery in our vicinity. The troops rested
on their arms during the night of the 16th.
Early on the morning of the 17th, the skirmishers of Colonel Walker’s
brigade, of Jackson’s corps, immediately on my left, became engaged,
and the enemy from his batteries on the eastern bank of the Antietam
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opened a- severe enfilading fire on tlie troops of my command, the position which we had been ordered to occupy being in full view of nearly
This fire inflicted serious loss before the troops were
all of his batteries.
called into positive action, the men lying under it, without flinching, for
over an hour, while the enemy plied his guns unceasingly. During this
while, a set of farm buildings in our front were set on fire to prevent them
being made use of by the enemy.
At about 8 o’clock I received orders to close in to my left and advance.
The troops sprung to their arms with alacrity and moved forward through
the burning buildings in our front, reformed on the other side, and opened
a rapid fire upon the enemy.
While engaged in reforming the brigade, I received a shot in the neck,
which disabled me, and the troops moved forward under command of
Colonel Doles, of the Fourth Georgia Eegiment. After an absence of
an hour and a half, I returned to the field with such force as I could collect from detachments, and found my brigade relieved and in position
to the west of Sharpsburg. I remained with it until the afternoon, when,
finding myself faint and exhausted, I relinquished the command to Colonel Doles, to whose report I must refer for the operations of the brigade
while under his command.
I noticed the gallant and efficient conduct of officers and men, which

many instances was admirable, especially in consideration of the hardships to which they had been subjected, many having been without food
for twenty -four and some for forty eight hours.
The commanding officers of regiments Colonel Doles, of the Fourth
Georgia ; Colonel [William L.] De Eosset, of the Third North Carolina
(severely wounded) Lieutenant- Colonel [Hamilton A.] Brown, of the
First North Carolina, and Captain Key, of the Forty-fourth Georgia
all led their troops gallantly.
They were ably seconded by their respective field officers, and I concur in the remarks of the regimental commanders concerning their various officers.
Capt. B. H. Eead and Lieut. H. H. Eogers, acting on my staff, rendered, throughout the operations, valuable and efficient service. Captain Eead remained on the field after I had been disabled. Lieutenant
Eogers was severely wounded while in the discharge of his duties.
The return of killed, wounded, and missing will be forwarded with
the report of Colonel Doles, upon whom the command of the brigade
will devolve during my absence.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. S. EIPLEY,
Brigadier- General^ Commanding.
in

—

;

Maj.

Archer Anderson,
Assistant Adjutant- Generate &c.

No. 29G.
Report of Brig. Gen. R. E. Rodes^ C. S. Army, commanding brigade, of the
battles of Boonsborough and Sharpsburg.

Headquarters Eodes’ Brigade,
Wrighfs Farm, Va., October 13, 1862.
have the honor herewith to report the operations of this
brigade during the actions of September 14 and 17 in Maryland.
Gn th(‘, iHoruing of the 14th my brigade relieved Anderson’s jibout

Major
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half a mile west of Boonsboroiigh. Toward noou it was ordered to
follow Ripley^s brigade to the top of the South Mountain. Overtaking
Eipley^s brigade on the mountain, it was halted, and I immediately reported to Major-General Hill. After looking over the field of battle, I
was ordered by Major-General Hill to take position on the ridge immediately to the left of the gap through which the main road runs. Remaining there three-quarters of an hour, part of the time under artillery fire,
and throwing out scouts and skirmishers to the left and front, I was
then ordered to occupy another bare hill about three-quarters of a mile
still farther to the left.
The whole brigade was moved to that hill,
crossing, in doing so, a deep gorge which separated the hills. This movement left a wide interval between the right of my brigade, which in its
last position rested in the gorge, and the balance of the division, which
being reported to General Hill, together with the fact that no troops
supported the battery on the first-mentioned ridge, by his order I sent
back one of my regiments (the Twelfth Alabama) to support the battery.
By this time the enemy’s line of battle was pretty well developed and
in full view.
It became evident that he intended to attack with a line
covering both ridges and the gorge before mentioned, and extending
some half a mile to my left. I had, immediately after my arrival on the
extreme left, discovered that the hill there was accessible to artillery,
and that a good road, passing by the left of said hill from the enemy’s
line, continued immediately in my rear and entered the main road about
half a mile west of the gap. Under these circumstances, I sent for artillery, and determined upon the only plan by which the enemy could be
prevented from immediately obtaining possession of said road, and thus
marching entirely in our rear without difficulty, and that was, to extend
my line as far as I could to the left, to let the right rest in the gorge,
still, and to send to my superiors for re-enforcements to continue the
line from my right to the gap on the main road, an interval of threequarters of a mile at least. Having thrown out skirmishers along the
whole front and to the left, they very soon became engaged with the
enemy’s skirmishers.
This was about 3 p. m., and it was perfectly evident then that my force of
about 1,200 muskets was opposed to one which outflanked mine on either
side by at least half a mile. I thought the enemy’s force opposed to my
brigade was at least a division. In a short time the firing became steady
along the whole line, the enemy advancing very slowly. The danger of
his possessing the top of the left hill, and thus being in my rear, became
so imminent that I had to cause my left regiment (the Sixth Alabama,
under Colonel [ J. B.] Gordon) to move along the brow of the hill, under
fire, still farther to the left.
He did so in good style, and, having a fair
oi)portunity to do so with advantage, charged and drove the enemy back
a short distance. B}^ this time the enemy, though met gallantly by all
four of the regiments with me, had penetrated between them, and had
begun to swing their extreme right around toward my rear, making for
the head of the gorge, up the bottom and sides of which the whole of my
I renewed
force, except the Sixth Alabama, had to retreat, if at all.
again, and yet again, my application for re-enforcements, but none came.
Some artillery, under Captain Carter, who was moving up without orders, and some of Colonel Cutts’, under a gallant lieutenant, whose name
I do not now recollect, was reported by the last-named officer to be on
its way to my relief; but at this time the enemy had obtained possession
of the summit of the left hill before spoken of, and had command of the
road in rear of the main mountain. The artillery could only have been
used by being hauled up on the high peak, which arose upon the summit
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of the ridge just at the head of the gorge before mentioned. This they
had not time to do, and hence I ordered it back.
Just before this, I heard that some Confederate troops had joined my
right very nearly. Finding that the enemy were forcing my right back,
and that the only chance to continue the fight was to change my front
so as to face to the left, I ordered all the regiments to fall back up the
gorge and sides of the mountain, fighting, the whole concentrating around
the high peak before mentioned. This enabled me to face the enemy^s
right again, and to make another stout stand with Gordon’s excellent
regiment (which he had kept constantly in hand, and had handled in a
manner I have never heard or seen equaled during this war), and with
the remainder of the Fifth, Third, and Twelfth Alabama Eegiments. I
found the Twelfth had been relieved by other troops and closed in
toward my right, but had passed in rear of the original line so far that,
upon re-establishing the line on the main peak, I found that the Third

Alabama came upon

its right.
The Twenty-sixth Alabama, which had
right, was by this time completely demoralized 5 its
colonel ([E. A.] O’Neal) was wounded, and the men mingled in utter

been placed on

my

confusion with some South Carolina stragglers on the summit of the
who stated that their brigade had been compelled to give way, and
had retired. Notwithstanding this, if true, left my rear entirely exposed
again (I had no time or means to examine the worth of their statements),
I determined, in accordance with the orders I received about this time,
in reply to my last request for re-enforcements, to fight on on the new
hill,

front.

My loss up to this time had been heavy in all the regiments except
the Twelfth Alabama. The Fifth Alabama, which had occupied the left
center, got separated into two parts in endeavoring to follow up the
flank ]novement of Gordon’s regiment. Both parts became engaged
again before they could rejoin, and the right battalion was finally cut
oft’ entirely.
The left and smaller battalion, under Major Hobson’s gallant management, though flanked, wheeled against the flanking party,
and, by desperate fighting, silenced the enemy so far as to enable his
little command to make its way to the peak before mentioned.
In the
first attack of the enemy up the bottom of the gorge, they pushed on so
vigorously as to catch Captain Eeady and a portion of his party of
skirmishers, and to separate the Third from the Fifth Alabama Eegiment. The Third made a most gallant resistance at this point, and had
my line been a continuous one it could never have been forced. Having
re-established my line, though still with wide intervals, necessarily, on
the high peak (this was done under constant fire and in full view of
the enemy, now in full possession of the extreme left hill and of the
gorge), the fight at close quarters was resumed, and again accompanied
by the enemy throwing their, by this time apparently interminable, right
around toward my rear. In this position the Sixth Alabama and the
Twelfth sufl’ered pretty severely. The latter, together with the remainder of the Third Aiabama, which had been well handled by Colonel
[C. A.J Battle, was forced to retire, and in so doing lost heavily. Its colonel (Gayle) [B.B.] was seen to fall, and its lieutenant-colonel [Samuel B.]
(Pickens) was shot through the lungs ; the former was left on the field,
supposed to be dead Pickens was brought ofl’. Gordon’s regiment retired
slowly, now being under an enfilading as well as direct fire and in danger
of being surrounded, but was still, fortunately for the whole command,
lield together by its able commander.
After this, I could meet the enemy
with no organized force except Gordon’s regiment. One more desperate
stand was made by it from an advantageous position. The enemy by this
;

;
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time were nearly on top of tbe Lighest peak, and were pushing on, when
Gordon’s regiment, unex])ectedly to them, opened fire on their front and
checked them. This last stand was so disastrous to the enemy that it
attracted the attention of the stragglers, even, many of whom Colonel
Battle and I had been endeavoring to organize, and who were just then
on the flank of that portion of the enemy engaged with Gordon, and
for a few minutes they kept up a brisk enfilading fire upon the enemy
but, finding his fire turning from Gordon upon them, and that another
body of Federal troops were advancing upon them, they speedily fell
back. It was now so dark that it was difiicult to distinguish objects at
short musket range, and both parties ceased firing. Directing Colonel
Gordon to move his regiment to his right and to the rear, so as to cover
the gap, I endeavored to gather up stragglers from the other regiments.
Colonel Battle still held together a handful of his men. These, together
with the remnants of the Twelfth, Fifth, and Twenty-sixth Alabama
Regiments, were assembled at the gap, and were speedily placed alongside of Gordon’s regiment, which by this time had arrived in the road
ascending the mountain from the gap, forming a line on the edge of the
woods parallel to and about 200 yards from the main road. The enemy
did not advance beyond the top of the mountain, but, to be prepared for
them, skirmishers were thrown out in front of the line.
This position we held until about 11 o’clock at night, when we were
ordered to take the Sharpsburg road and to stop at Keedysville, which
we did. AYe had rested about an hour, when I was ordered to proceed
to Sharpsburg with all the force under my command
Colquitt’s brigade and mine to drive out a Federal cavalry force reported to be there.
On the way Colonel [R. H.] Chilton, chief of General Lee’s staff, met
me with contrary orders, which required me to send only a part of my
The Fifth and Sixth Alabama were sent. In a few minutes,
force.
however, we received orders from Geueral Longstreet to go ahead, and
did so; found no cavalry.
In this engagement my loss was as follows:

—

Killed

—

Wounded

01
157

Missing

204

Total

422

The men and officers generally behaved well, but Colonel Gordon,
Sixth Alabama; Major [E. L.] Hobson, Fifth Alabama, and Colonel
Battle, Third Alabama, deserve especial mention for admirable conduct
during the whole fight. We did not drive the enemy back or whip him,
but with 1,200 men we held his whole division at bay without assistance
during four and a half hours’ steady fighting, losing in that time not over
half a mile of ground. I was most ably and bravely served duriug the
whole day by Captains [H. A.] AVhitiug and [G.] Peyton and Lieut. John
Birney, who composed my staff*.
On the 15th, after resting on the heights south of Sharpsburg long
enough to get a scanty meal and to gather stragglers, we moved back
through that place to the advanced position in the center of the line of
battle before the town. Here, subsisting on green corn mainly and under an occasional artillery fire, we lay until the morning of the 17th,
when began the engagement of September 17. The fight opened early,
on the left, but my brigade was not engaged until late in the forenoon.
About 9 o’clock 1 was ordered to move to the left and front to assist
Rilfiey, Colquitt, and McRae, who had already engaged tJie enemy, and
I had liardl}" begun the movement before it was evident that the two
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latter had met with a reverse, and that the best service I could render
them and the field generally would be to form a line in rear of them and
endeavor to rally them before attacking or being attacked. Major-General Hill held the same view, for at this moment I received an order
from him to halt and form line of battle in the hollow of an old and narrow road just beyond the orchard, and with my left about 150 yards
from and east of the Hagerstown road. In a short time a small portion
of Colquitt’s brigade formed on my left, and I assumed the command of
it.
This brought my left to the Hagerstown road. General Anderson’s
brigade, occupying the same road, had closed up on my right.
A short time after my brigade assumed its new position, and while
the men were busy improving their position by piling rails along their
front, the enemy deployed in our front in three beautiful lines, all vastly
outstretching ours, and commenced to advance steadily. Unfortunately,
no artillery opposed them in their advance. Carter’s battery had been
sent to take position in rear, by me, when I abandoned my first position,
because he was left without support, and because my own position had

not then been fully determined. Three pieces, which occui3ied a fine
position immediately on m3" front, abandoned it immediatel3^ after the
enemy’s skirmishers opened on them. The enemy came to the crest of
the hill overlooking my position, and for five minutes bravely stood a
telling fire at about 80 3mrds, which my whole brigade delivered. The3"
then fell back a short distance, rallied, were driven back again and
again, and finally lay down just back of the crest, keeping up a stead3"
fire, however.
In this position, receiving an order from General Longstreet to do so, I endeavored to charge them with my brigade and that
])ortion of Colquitt’s which was on m3" immediate left.
The charge
failed, mainl3" because the Sixth Alabama llegiment, not hearing the
command, did not move forward with the others, and because Colquitt’s
men did not advance far enough. That part of the brigade wliich moved
forward found themselves in an exposed position, and, being outnumbered and un sustained, fell back before I could, by personal effort, which
was dul3" made, get the Sixth Alabama to move. Hastening back to the
left, 1 arrived just in time to prevent the men from falling back to the
rear of the road we had just occupied. It became evident to me then
that an attack b3" us must, to be successful, be made 1)3" the whole of
Anderson’s brigade, mine, Colquitt’s, and any troops that had arrived
on Anderson’s right. M3" whole force at this moment did not amount
to over 700 men most probably not to that number.
About this time I noticed troops going in to the support of Anderson,
or to his right, and that one regiment and a portion of another, instead
of passing on to the front, stopped in the hollow immediatel3" in my
rear and near the orchard. As the fire on both sides was, at my position at least, now desultory and slack, 1 went to the troops referred to,
and found that they belonged to General Piyor’s brigade. Their officers
stated that they had been ordered to halt there by somebod3", not GenFinding General Piyor in a few moments, and informing
eral Pryor.
him as to their conduct, he immediately ordered them forward. Returning toward the brigade, I met Lieutenant-Colonel [J. iST.] Lightfoot, of
the Sixth Alabama, looking for me. Upon his telling me that the right
wing of his regiment was being subjected to a terrible enfilading fire,
which the enem3" were enabled to deliver 1)3" reason of their gaining somewhat on Anderson, and that he had but few men left in that wing, I
ordered him to hasten back, and to throw his right wing back out of
the old road referred to. Instead of executing the order, he moved
briskly to the rear of the regiment and gave the command, ‘‘ Sixth Alabama, about face forward march.” 3Iajor Hobson, of the Fifth, seeing

—

j
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asked him if the order was inteiuled for the whole hri^^adej he
“Yes,” and thereupon the Fifth, and immediately the other
troops on their left, retreated. I did not see their retrograde movement
until it was too late for me to rally them, for this reason Just as I
was moving on after Lightfoot, I heard a shot strike Lieutenant Birney,
who was immediately behind me. Wheeling, I found him falling, and
found that he had been struck in the face. He found that he could
walk after I raised him, though he thought a shot or piece of shell had
penetrated his head just under the eye. I followed him a few paces,
and watched him until he had reached a barn, a short distance to the
rear, where he first encountered some one to help him in case he needed
it.
As I turned toward the brigade, I was struck heavily by a piece of
shell on my thigF.
At first I thought the wound was serious, but finding, upon examination, that it was slight, I again turned toward the
brigade, when I discovered it, without visible cause to me, retreating in
confusion. I hastened to intercept it at the Hagerstown road. I found,
though, that, with the exception of a few men from the Twenty-sixth,
Twelfth, and Third, and a few under Major Hobson, not more than 40
in all, the brigade had completely disappeared from this portion of the
field.
This small number, together with some Mississippians (under
Colonel
and North Carolinians, making in all about 150 men, I
)
rallied and stationed behind a small ridge leading from the Hagerstown road eastward toward the orchard iDefore spoken of, and about
150 yards in rear of my last position, leaving them under the charge of
this,

replied,

:

Colonel
It is proper for me to mention here that this force, with some slight
additions, was afterward led through the orchard against the eneuiy by
General D. H. Hill, and did good service, the general himself handling
a musket in the fight. Major Hobson and Lieutenant [J. M.] Goff, of
the Fifth Alabama (the latter with a musket), bore distinguished parts in
the fight. After this, my time was spent mainly in directing the fire of
some artillery and getting up stragglers.
In this engagement the brigade behaved very handsomely and satisfactorily, and, with the exception of the right wing of the Sixth Alabama
(where Colonel Gordon, while acting with his customary gallantr 3^, was
wounded desperately, receiving five wounds), had sustained almost no
It had, together with Anderloss until the retrograde movement began.
son’s troops, stopped and foiled the attack of a whole corps of the enemj^
for more than an hour, and finally fell back only when, as the men and
might have been
officers suiixiosed, they had been ordered to do so.
compelled to fall back afterward (for the troops on my right had already
given way when we began to retreat), but, without the least hesitation,
I say that but for the unaccountable mistake of Lieutenant-Colonel
Lightfoot, the retreat would not have commenced at this time, if at all.
He was wounded severelj^ in the retreat.
I saw but little of the operatious of Carter’s battery during the battle.
I only know that it was actively" engaged the whole day, and with some
The gallant captain received a slight wound on the foot, and one
loss.
of his lieutenants (Dabney) received one from which he has since died.
I beg leave to refer to his report, which is submitted herewith.
JMy force at the beginning of the fight was less than 800 effective men.
The loss was as follows
.

We

:

Killed

Wounded
Missing
Total

50
132
21

203
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as follows

:

^.111

Killed

Wounded

289
231

Missing

631

Total

are either prisoners or killed. Most of them were captured on the mountain on the 14th.
Captain Whiting and Lieut. John Birney, C. S. Army, of my staff,
were both wounded. They, with Capt. Greene Peyton, assistant adjutant-general, discharged their respective duties with ability and gal-

The missing

lantry.

The subjoined tabular statement* will exhibit the loss in the respective
regiments of the brigade in both engagements. The enemy^s loss in
both engagements was far heavier than mine. I believe they lost three
to my one at Sharpsburg, and at least two to one on the mountain.
Eespectfully submitted.
E. E. EODES,
Brigadier- General.

W. Eatchford,

Maj. J.

Assistant Adjutant- General^ Maj. Gen. D.

II.

RilVs Division.

Headquarters D. H. Hill’s

Division,
February 4, 1803.

Lieut. Col. C. J. Faulkner,
Assistant Adjutant- General^ Headquarters Second Corps

:

In reply to your note of j^esterday, I beg to say that I am
informed that General Hill has already forwarded to General Lee a
report of the operations of this division during the period indicated.
Under these circumstances, and being only temiiorarily in command of
the division, I would respectfully refer the lieutenant-general commanding to that document.
I have the honor to be, colonel, your obedient servant,
E. E. EODES,

Colonel

:

Brigadier- General,

Commanding

Division.

No. 297.
Reports of Col. D. K. McRae, Fifth North Carolina Infantry, commanding
GarlanFs brigade, of the battles of Boonsborough and Sharpsburg.

Brigade Headquarters,
Camp on WrighVs Farm, October 18, 1862.

Major

In obedience to orders calling for a report of the part taken
this brigade in the battle of the 14th at South Mountain, I have the
honor to report that, under the command of Brigadier-General Garland,
this brigade occupied the right of the turnpike leading from Middletown
to Boonsborough, just below the Mountain House, toward the former
place, on the morning of the 14th about sunrise.
From the turnpike at
this i)oint a roadriuis along the ridge for about 1^ miles, and at the end
:

by

Not found.
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of this distance is intersected by a road which, ])assing from the direction
of Middletown, runs parallel with the base of one of the mountains of
the range, and at the point of intersection with the ridge road turns off
in a southwesterly direction toward Sharpsburg, and from this road
several wagon roads lead down the mountain into the valley below on
the Sharpsburg side of Boonsborough. Midway between this intersecting road and the turnpike, and at nearly right angles with the latter,
runs what is known as the old Sharpsburg road. Near and to the left
of this latter road General Garland, early in the morning, had posted the
Thirteenth North Carolina Kegiment, under the command of Lieut. Col.
Thomas Kuffin, jr., and the Twentieth North Carolina, under the command
of Col. Alfred Iverson. I was ordered, with the Fifth North Carolina,
to move farther to the right, and to take position near to the left of the
intersecting road I have before mentioned. The Twelfth North Carolina,
commanded by Capt. S. Snow, and the Twenty-third, Col. Daniel H.
Christie, were moved up and halted upon my left along the ridge road.
At General Garland’s request, I went forward with him to reconnoiter
for a position.
Immediately in front of the ridge road were stubble
and corn fields, and, for about 40 paces to the front, a plateau, which suddenly broke on the left into a succession of ravines, and farther beyond
and in front, a ravine, of greater length and depth, extended from the
road which ran along the base of the mountain far out into the field,
and, connected with the ravine on our left, formed natural parallel approaches to our position. Between and beyond these ravines to our
right was a dense growth of small forest trees and mountain laurel,
through which this intersecting road ran for some distance, and on the
mountain side to the top this growth was continued. General Garland
and I had been but a few moments in the field when our attention was
<lirected to persons moving at some distance upon this road, and, apprehending that the enemy might be preparing to make a lodgment upon
the mountain side, he ordered me to advance a body of 50 skirmishers
into the woods to our right oblique front, to go as far as possible and
explore. This was done, and they had not passed 50 steps from where
we then stood when they encountered the enemy’s skirmishers and the
,

fight

commenced.

I was then ordered to take out my regiment
a. m.
to their support, which I did.
found the growth very thick, so much
so that it was impossible to advance in line of battle. The enemy’s skirmishers had advanced almost to the very edge of the woods nearest us,
and, as we appeared at the edge, a sharp skirmish fire ensued, with much
more effect on our side than on that of the enemy, as we lost no men
and several of the enemy were seen to fall and 1 taken prisoner but
at this moment I found that the raw troops on iny right, who had never

This was about 9

We

;

been under fire, had had no drill, and had but few officers, were breaking in some confusion, the rest of the line remaining firm. I immediately hastened back and rallied those retreating at our first position, and
at General Garland’s suggestion recalled the regiment back to that point.
1 then stated to General Garland my belief that the enemy had massed
a very large force in those woods, and were preparing to turn our right,
and suggested that he might be dislodged or his position discovered by
shelling the woods, when General Garland informed me that Captain
Bondurant’s battery, which had previously been put in position, had
been so severely pressed by the enemy’s sharpshooters that it had been
necessary to withdraw it. He then passed to the left, and in a few moments intelligence was brought me that this useful and brave officer had
received a moital wound and was no more, and that the command of
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the brigade had devolved upon me.

I felt all the embarrassment which
was calculated to inspire. The brigade numbered scarce
was satisfied that the enemy, largely superior in numbers
and having the advantage of position, was immediately in our front and
on the right, and was preparing a heavy movement against us. Previous
to this time theTwenty-third Korth Carolina had been advanced into the
field in front of the ridge road, under cover of some piles of stone which
afforded shelter to his men, and from this point they had been, with great
coolness, pouring a constant and destructive fire into the enemy as they
attempted to pass from the woods into the ravines or to advance upon
our position. It was by the fire of this regiment that General Eeno was
hilled and a portion of his staff wounded, the fact having been reported
to me at the time of its occurrence. Most gallantly for an hour and a
half did this regiment, from this advanced position, harass the enemy
and retard his movements. The Twelfth Horth Carolina had been ordered

this situation
1,000 men. I

forward to the support of the Fifth, but a large portion of this regiment,
led by its captain commanding, had fled the field early in the fight, and
he has not since reported for duty, that I am aware of. By this time the
Thirteenth and Twentieth had been ordered up from the left, and both
had engaged the enemy from their respective positions. As the operations of the Thirteenth were conducted altogether beyond my observation, I forward herewith the report of Lieutenant-Colonel Euffin, setting
forth its action.
As soon as I saw the condition of things, I dispatched Captain Halsey,
General Garland^s assistant adjutant- general, to Major-General Hill, with
instructions to state to him that the force at my command was wholly
inadequate to maintain the position, and very soon thereafter Col. C. C.
Tew, of Brig. Gen. George B. Anderson’s brigade, reported to me with
two regiments. Though ranking me, this officer declined to take the
command but, concurring with me as to the extreme danger which
menaced us, he offered to make such disposition of his forces as I would
suggest. At my request, he was about to take position on the left of the
Thirteenth, connecting with it and prolonging our lines in that direction; while we were making these arrangements. Colonel Tew received
orders from General Anderson to move off* to the left. I immediately
sent Captain Wood, of General Garland’s staff*, to communicate this fact
to General Hill, to explain to him my situation, and to request re-enforcements, and, in anticipation of their arrival, I ordered Colonel Euffin
to move to the left, and keep his connection with Colonel Tew. I then
hastened to the right, intending, if time allowed, to move the Fifth North
Carolina to the left and fill with it the space vacant in the line, but I
found that, under my previous order, this regiment had already been
advanced into the field on the right of the Twenty-third, and it was dangerous to withdraw it.
During this time the situation of affairs had not been quiet. The
enemy had planted a battery immediately in front of the Twentieth North
;

Carolina, and had opened a fierce fire, when Colonel Iverson dispatched
a company under Captain Atwell (a brave officer, who afterward received a mortal wound at Sharpsburg) to flank this battery. This was
executed in gallant style. The gunners were destroyed, and there is
but little doubt that this battery of four ])ieces was for the day abandoned. Unfortunately, the smallness of our numbers did not allow us
to push this advantage by a charge upon the enemy’s line.
The object
of the enemy was now clearly ascertained and reported to me by Colonel
Iverson and others, confirming my own observations, and this object
was hastened to completion. The position now stood thus The Fifth,
GO li 11 VOL XIX, PT I
;

—
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on the extreme right, was nearest to the intersecting road, which was
threatened. It was advanced into the field, sheltered in some degree by
a fence which ran perpendicularly to its line. ]Next, in the field, under
cover of the piles of stone, was the Twenty-third. Back on the ridge
road, to the left and rear of the Twenty-third, was the Twentieth. This
regiment could not be advanced with the others because of the exposed
position, and because this would discover to the enemy at once the vacuum
in our line.
Between this and the Thirteenth was the open space of 250
to 300 yards, which I had been so anxious to fill. The enemy, having
now filed through the succession of ravines and formed in three lines,
approached under entire cover toward the brow of the plateau in our
front, and, with a long-extended yell, burst upon our line, surrounding
the Twentieth on both flanks, and passing to the rear of the Twentythird.
The distance was so short that no opportunity was given for
more than a single fire, which was delivered full in the enemy^s face,
and with great effect, for his first line staggered and some of his forces
portion of the Twenty-third received his advance upon
retreated.
their bayonets, -and men on both sides fell from bayonet wounds j but
the enemy’s strength was overpowering, and could not be resisted. The
Twentieth and a portion of the Twenty-third, finding themselves surrounded, were comx>elied to retreat, and this they did, under a severe fire,
down the mountain side. With the aid of Colonels Iverson and Christie,
I rallied the men as soon as possible, and, obtaining a courier from Colonel Rosser, of the cavalry, I communicated with General Hill. At Colonel Rosser’s request, I occupied an adjacent height, with remnants of
the Twentieth and Twenty-third, to support a battery which he proposed
Colonel Christie reported to me that many of his
to put in position.
men had fired oft most of their ammunition, and having neither courier
nor aide (for I did not see either Captains Halsey or Wood after the
morning until late in the evening, though both endeavored to return),
I had no means of communicating with the ordnance officer, whose

A

was also unknown to me. Subsequently Lieutenant Haywood
reported to me, but his ammunition was at such a distance that it could
not be reached before night.
About this time I received an order from General Hill to occupy the
position I then held, which was done during the remainder of the day.
When I took command of the brigade, I placed the Fifth under the
command of Capt. Thomas M. Garrett. When the enemy charged upon
the front and flank of the Twentieth and Twenty-third, this officer found
his regiment, with the right of the T wen ty- third, cut olf, so that he was
obliged to make his way out by moving off to the right and rear. This
was done for a short space in some confusion, but Captain Garrett
ordered his flag to be placed upon the ridge road, and was endeavoring
to make a rally there, when his coior-bearer was shot down, and he was
compelled to fall back farther down the hill. He did, however, rally
the regiment, and, passing out to the turnpike, reported to General
Hill, w^hen this regiment was assigned to a position, which it occupied
the remainder of the day.
NTotwithstandiug the disadvantage of position, the absence of artillery support, and the injurious effect produced by the death of its general, who had possessed in the warmest degree the confidence and affection of the troops, and the great superiority of the enemy’s numbers (a
prisoner taken early reported the force in our front at sixteen regiments,
naming many of them), this brigade maintained its ground for more than
three hours, and inflicted heavy loss on the enemy, destroying his cannoneers, comxielling him to abandon his guns, killing his general officer,
locality

:
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and so intimidating him as to prevent pursuit, and the consequent
passage of his force into the valley between us and Sharpsburg, which
was evidently his

first intention.

A list*

of casualties has been heretofore reported.
I am, very respectfully, major, your obedient servant,

D. K.
Colonel,

McEAE,

Commanding Brigade.

Headquarters Garland’s Brigade,
October 20, 1862.

Major

I submit the following report of the action of this brigade
in the battle of September 17, near Sharpsburg
The brigade was moved from its position, on the Hagerstown road, to
the support of Colquitt’s, which was then about engaging the enemy on
our left front. This was about 10 o’clock.
moved by the left flank,
until we reached a point near the woods, when line of battle was formed
and the advance begun. Some confusion ensued, from conflicting orders. When the brigade crossed the fence, it was halted and formed and
again advanced. Coming in sight of the enemy, the firing was commenced steadily and with good will, and from an excellent position, but,
unaccountably to me, an order was given to cease firing that General
Eipley’s brigade was in front. This produced great confusion, and in
the midst of it a force of the enemy appearing on the right, it commenced
to break, and a general panic ensued. It was in vain that the field and
most of the company officers exerted themselves to rally it. The troops
left the field in confusion, the field officers, company officers, and myself
bringing up the rear. Subsequently several portions of the brigade,
under Colonel Iverson, Captain Garrett, and others, were rallied and
brought into action, rendering useful service. I refer to their general
reports for their conduct.
I am, very respectfullv, your obedient servant,
:

:

We

—

H. K.
Colonel,

'

McEAE,

Commanding Brigade.

•

^^o. 298.

Report of Capt. Thomas M. Garrett, Fifth North Carolina Infantry, of the
battle of Sharpsburg.

Camp,

October 11, 1862.

have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of the Fifth North Carolina Troops in the action of October [September] 17 at Sharpsburg
At an early hour in the morning and shortly after the battle had
opened with musketry, the regiment was moved along with the brigade
by the left flank across the open field north of the town in the direction
of the firing. The brigade was halted upon the left of the “burning
house,” and formed in line of battle. While halted here for a few minutes, and while passing to our position, we were subjected to a very
severe cross-fire from the enemy’s artillery, and had the misfortune to
lose for the day Lieut. Charles E. King, commanding Company H, who
Sir

:

I

*

Embodied

in Nos. 205

and

293, ante

.
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was wounded severely

in the arm by the fragment of a shell. The regiment, being formed in line on the right of the brigade, was moved forward rapidly across the open field and over a fence into the woods in
front.
Here a state of confusion ensued which it is difficult to portray.
Various conflicting orders (mere suggestions, perhaps, taking that shape)
were passed down the line, the men in ranks being allowed by the officers to join in repeating them, so that it became utterly impossible to
understand which emanated from the proper authority. The regiment,
following the movements of the brigade, which were vacillating and
unsteady, obliquing to the right and left, came upon a ledge of rock and
earth, forming a fine natural breastwork. Under the cover of this the
regiment, following the example of those on the left, fell down and
sought shelter. {Seeing a regiment of the enemy coming up in the open
field in our front and somewhat on the flank, and the breastwork turning where the right of the regiment rested in such a manner as to expose a few files of men of my regiment, I ordered these to deploy as
flankers to the right and take shelter behind the trees. At this moment,
and while directing this movement. Captain [T. P.] Thomson, Company G, came up to me, and in a very excited manner and tone cried
out to me, “ They are flanking us See, yonder’s a whole brigade !” I
ordered him to keep silence and return to his place. The men before
this were far from being cool, but, when this act of indiscretion occurred,
a panic ensued, and, despite the efforts of file-closers and officers, they
!

began to break and run. I have employed this language in regard to
Captain Thomson’s conduct because he remained upon the ground and
exerted himself to rally the men, and, while it manifests clearly a want
of capacity to command, my observation of him did not produce a conviction that it proceeded from a cowardly temper. I gave an order to
the few men who remained not more than 10 in number to retire,
and called upon the few officers who were around me to rally behind the
fence in our rear. A few rallied by the example of Lieut. Isaac E.
Pearce, commanding Company B, who acted with great spirit, and all

—

of the

my

men belonging

side.

With them

—

to my companj^ present in the regiment rallied to
I made a stand at the fence, and ordered the men

to fire upon the advancing enemy. This they did with coolness and
deliberation. I observed, however, immediately, that all the brigade
on the left were retreating in disorder, and had already passed the fence
without halting. I retired with the few men behind the fence, toward
the town. I could see no body of men of my regiment on the way, and
I went immediately down into the town in the hope of getting” up with
them. Here I met General Lee in the street, and reported to him the
misfortune which had befallen me, and asked for directions. He ordered
me to rally all the stragglers I could, without regard to what command
they belonged, and report with them to General Evans. Only about
50 of my regiment could be found j but, with the assistance of yourself
and Lieutenant Pearce, about 150 were rallied and carried up to General

on the north edge of the town. These were formed
along with other stragglers, and all placed
under the command of Colonel Iverson, of the Twentieth ISIorth Carolina.
Very soon we advanced into the open field, and, meeting with General
I). H. Hill, were ordered to attack a regiment of the enemy which was
maintaining a doubtful contest with a small body of our troops. We
moved up in line on the right and engaged them with spirit, and forced
them, for a moment, to give back. Very soon, however, the left of the
line of which my command formed part gave way, and being left with
but the men from my regiment, I .ordex'ed them to retire, and form
Evans, on the

in line, under

hill,

my command,

Chap. XXXI.]

1045

THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN.

behiud a large rock in the field, about 50 yards distant. This was done,
and, by the determined conduct of these few men, the regiment of the
enemy was held in check for twenty-five or thirty minutes. After feeling our strength, however, he began to advance, and I ordered the men
to retreat.
In this affair I observed, as throughout the day, your admirable selfpossession and command of your faculties in the midst of danger, and
I am greatly indebted to you for valuable aid rendered me.
Eetiring again to General Evans’ headquarters, and being furnished
with a horse, I went again into the town and gathered up another body
of stragglers, who, with what remained of the Fifth North Carolina,
were formed. General Evans asked me to take command of them, but
a slight wound on the foot had by this time become so painful as to
forbid it, and he called upon you to lead them.
well this was
done I would be glad to be able to narrate, but being separated finally
from any organized body of the regiment this report necessarily closes.
In this last affair we have to lament the loss of our much-esteemed
friend, Lieut. John M. Felton, Company G, who was killed instantly by a
round shot from the enemy’s battery. He was modest and unassuming

How

was brave and determined.
casualties* of the day have already been reported.
I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOS. M. GAEEETT,
Captain Company F, Commanding Regiment.
Lieut. J. M. Taylor,

as he

The

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 299.
Report of Lieut. Coh Thomas Ruffin., jr.., Thirteenth Forth Carolina Infantry., of the battle of Boonsborough.

October

12, 1862.

In obedience to the order calling for reports of the parts respectively
taken by the several regiments of the brigade in the battles of the 14th
and 17th ultimo, I have the honor to report the action of the Thirteenth
North Carolina Eegiment.
Owing to the dangerous illness and absence of Colonel Scales, I was
in command on the 14th at South Mountain.
Early in the morning of the 14th we were ordered by General Garland
to go, in company with the Twentieth North Carolina, commanded by
Colonel Iverson, out by a road leading along the top of the mountain,
and then to occupy a position on the left of the old Sharpsburg road,
which we did at about sunrise, and remained there about two hours. We
were then ordered to move farther to the right to the support of the
Fifth North Carolina Eegiment, which we proceeded to do, and, being
met by General Garland, were directed to take position in an open field
upon the brow of a high hill. The enemy, we found, were posted upon a
high hill densely wooded, and immediately facing the hill occupied by ourselves.
There was also a regiment under cover of a rail fence upon our
left.
Not being able to see the enemy in our front, our whole fire was
directed upon those upon the left, and, as our men were cool and fired
Not found.
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with precision and

effect, they soon drove that portion of the enemy entirely off the field.
All this, while those in our front were firing constantly into us, ahd it was then that General Garland fell. Not deeming it prudent to advance down the hill in the face of an enemy so
strongly iiosted, and whose force, though we could not see them, we

judged, by their fire, to be very strong, the regiment was withdrawn
about 50 yards from the brow of the hill. There I received an order
from Colonel McEae, in person, he having succeeded to the command, to
move by the left flank until our left was brought in contact with the
right of General Anderson’s brigade, which we did, and took our new
position upon the road on the right of General Anderson, and supposed
that our own brigade was extended in one continuous line on our right.
The enemy advancing in our front, we became soon entirely engaged,
and were evidently getting the advantage of him, but to our great surprise a heavy fire was opened upon us from the right, which we supposed to be occupied by our own brigade. Our adjutant was immediately dispatched to see what was the matter, and, returning, reported
that the enemy had obtained the road on our right, and were coming
down upon us from that direction. An order for a charge to the front
was immediately given, and, the men obeying it with alacrity, we had
the satisfaction to see the enemy give way. We pursued as far as it
thought to be prudent, and, falling back, changed front, so as to meet
those on the right charged them also and drove them back. While
thus engaged, the enemy appeared upon our left, which position had been
occupied by General Anderson’s brigade, but which had been removed
without our knowledge. Finding this to be so, our regiment aboutfaced and charged, and, as it turned out to be but a party of the enemy’s
skirmishers, there was no difficulty in repulsing them. It was then determined to get into position somewhere from which we could communicate with our commanding officer, and with this view the regiment
was removed to the Sharpsburg road, where we found General Anderson’s brigade. Not being able to find Colonel McEae, and, indeed, hearing that he and his command had been cut off', we reported to General
Anderson, and asked to be taken under his command, to which he assented, and we remained with him the rest of the day. By him we were
formed in line of battle in the old {Sharpsburg road, our regiment being
on the right of his brigade, and were moved up the side of the mountain.
but it
It is difficult to conceive a more arduous march than this was
was performed in good time, and, when we reached the top of the mountain, we found a road, along which we moved to the left until we came
In this field we found the
to a dense corn-field, on the right of the road.
enemy in strong force, with a battery in position, which we were ordered
to charge, and attempted to do, in conjunction with the Second North
Carolina Eegiment, but were repulsed with great loss. It then being
dark, we were ordered to retire.
I feel it to be due to those under my command, though so little was
accomplished by their efforts, to say that they deserve high praise, both
With a few exceptions
officers and men, for their conduct on this day.
they all acted well.
I noticed particularly the gallant bearing of Captain [J. H.] Hj^man,
acting as major Capiain [E. B.] Withers, of Company A Captain [L.
H.] Hunt, of Company C Captain [H. A.] Eogers, of Company I) Captain fG.] Foster, of Company Fj Lieutenant [T. A.] Martin, commanding Company E, and Lieutenant fE. L.] Watt, commanding Company
K. Lieutenant [J. C.J Joyce, commanding Company H, led his men into
action bravely and coolly, but was killed by the very first fire. Captain
;

;

5

;

j
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Company I, led his company all day, through all the engagements, with great spirit, hut was killed by the last shot hred at us.
Lieut. C. N. Civalier acted as adjutant to the regiment, and did all that
He also was dangerously
a brave and patriotic soldier could do.
wounded in the last charge, and Lieutenant [H. B.] Fowler, of Comi)any
A, behaved with great coolness and courage. 1 hear the conduct of
other ofi&cers spoken of in high terms, but I have mentioned only those
whom I had the opportunity to observe.
Of the privates whose conduct came under my observation, I take
occasion to mention particularly Frank Scales, of Company H, as the
bravest man in battle I ever saw^ I should have recommended him for
promotion, but that, unfortunately, he was wounded and left on the field
in the battle of the 17th. John E. Eeland, of Company E, acted particularly well, and is respectfully mentioned as worthy of promotion, as
is Sergeant Smith, of Company B.
I feel it to be just that I should acknowledge the fact that w'e were
joined by a small party of the Twelfth Eorth Carolina Eegiment early
in the morning, who continued with us throughout the day and rendered
us very efficient aid.. As to their names and other particulars, I refer
to the commanding officer of that regiment, to whom I have reported in
full the action of his men.
Owing to an accident, I wns not able to command the regiment on the
17th, and, therefore, have the honor to call your attention to the accompanying report from Captain Hyman, who commanded on that day.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
•Glenn, of

•

•

T. EUFFIK, Jr.,
Lieutenant- Colonel^ Comdg. Thirteenth North Carolina Begt.
Lieut. J.

M. Taylor,

Aeting Assistant Adjutant-General.

E-o.

300.

Report of Col. R. T. Bennett^ Fourteenth North Carolina Infantry^ commanding Anderson^s brigade^ of the battle of Sharpsburg.

December

6,

1862.

have the honor of submitting the following report of the action of
the Fourth Brigade in the engagement of September 17, at Sharpsburg:
The command of this brigade devolved upon me after the disabling
and death of the ranking officers. The major-general commanding the'
division is perfectly cognizant of the position occupied by the command,
he having led in person the head of the column to the ground retained
until compelled to fall back by the overwhelming numbers of the enemy.
The enemy, soon after the road had been taken by Andersoffis brigade,
came into the field in front of us from the direction of the locality of
GarlaiuFs brigade'. Their advance was beautiful in the extreme, and
I

'

great regularity marked their column.
tlie

right

and

As the center was unmasked by
movement was preserved by

left flanks, this ])recision of

the lines until a space not exceeding 50 yards separated the combatants.
Then it was that a \Yell-directed fire sent them in disorder some
50 paces rearward. Eecovering, however, they charged our. position
with same result as aforesaid, with the •addendum of wild confusion.
Tlie bravery of a field officer ap])arently checked the spreading symptoms of panic, and once more their courage was brought to the test.
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Poor return, indeed, they made for the gallantry of their leader. Confusion that seemed remediless followed. At this juncture the colonel
commanding gave orders for bayonets to be fixed, preparatory to an advance of the line. However, two fresh columns of the enemy were
seen double-quicking to the relief of the shattered ranks of the foe, a nd
stern necessity bade us be satisfied with simple holding of our ground.
During all this time the Fourth Brigade appeared perfectly self-possessed, so far as the observation of the colonel commanding extended.
Shortly after the occurrences aforesaid, word came for the command to
keep a lookout on the extreme right. While directing ourselves to that
])oint, masses of Confederate troops in great confusion were seen, portions of Major-General Anderson’s division as we then knew, for the
Sixteenth Mississippi and Second Florida, of that command, coming to
our succor, broke beyond the power of rallying after five minutes’ stay.
In this stampede, if we may so term it, the Fourth North Carolina State
Troops and Thirtieth North Carolina Troops participated.
The hour of 1 p. m. had arrived. Anderson’s division had gone to the
rear.
Two regiments (Fourth and Thirtieth) of our own brigade were
missing. The dark lines of the enemy had swept around our right, and
were gradually closing upon the ground of Eodes’ brigade. They havinggone to resist the lines in front was an easy task, to contend against
front and rear attacks we were totally inadequate, and the bare alternative of retreat was presented. The command was ordered to make the
retreat by the right-oblique, with frightful loss in some regiments, as
the list of mortality will show. The task was achieved. The command
was reformed at the road leading to Sharpsburg, and participated in all
the skirmishes of the afternoon. About sunset the colonel commanding
was taken from the field, disabled.
Here find list of casualties
:

1

'6
<u

rs

Command.

9H

"N^nrUi CarnliTia Stfitft

Trnops

'

4th Xorth Carolina State Troops
Carolina Troops
30th North Carolina Troops
14t,h T'^orth

.

Total

I

have the honor

Maj. J.

P
O

14
6
27
10

36
40
112
57

50
46
139
67

57

245

302

to be,

E. T.
Colonel^

Aggregate.

(3
Killed.

BENNETT,

Comdg. Anderso7i^s Brigade at Sharpsburg Md.
,

W. Eatchford,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 301.

Report of

Col.

Bryan

Grimes., Fourth North Carolina Infantry.,
battle of Boonsborough.

October

of the

13, 1802.

In compliance with your order of this morning, I submit the following
rei)ort as to the part taken by the Fourth Eegiment North Carolina
State Troops in the engagement on Sunday, September 14:
At 3.30 a. m. were ordered to march down the turnpike toward Boons-

*
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borough, and, upon approaching that town, were drawn up on the hills
adjacent in line of battle, in which position we remained an hour or two,
when we were ordered to continue our advance by the flank down the
turnpike. Upon arriving at the summit of the mountain, were filed on
a left-hand road, which overlooked the enemy’s approach. The Fourth
Eegiment, together with the Second, was here detached, under command
of Colonel Tew, to go to the support of General Garland, then engaging
the enemy on the right of the turnpike. Upon joining on to General
Garland’s left wing, Colonel Tew saw the necessity for re-enforcements
to our left, and requested Captain Grimes to return and report the fact
to General Anderson or General Hill. Captain Grimes has never been
heard from since. Whether he delivered the message or not I have
been unable to learn. After remaining in this position for perhaps half
an hour, the enemy in front, from 100 to 200 yards distant, and my best
marksmen shooting them whenever they appeared, I have reasons to
believe they killed several, when an order was received to flank to the
After remaining in our new position nearly an
left, which was done.
hour, we were ordered to move more to our left, which order was complied with, joining on to the right of the regiments of our own brigade,
leaving an interval of from 300 to 400 yards unoccupied between our
right and General Garland’s left wing, which fact was reported immediately.
Our two regiments, together with the Thirteenth North Carolina, were flanked for some distance to the right and formed in line of
battle at right angles with our former position, and advanced for some
distance up tlie side of the mountain, but, not finding the enemy, were
recalled and carried still farther to the right, and, forming in line of
battle, moved up the mountain, and upon reaching the summit discovered a battery of the enemy in a corn-field and supported by infantry.
made a charge upon the battery, but were repulsed. Falling back
and reforming, when, now too dark to proceed, were ordered down for
the night.
I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

We

BEYAN GEIMES,
Colonel Fourth North Carolina State Troops,
Lieut. Y. E. Turner,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 302.
Beports of Capt. A. J.

Griffith,,

Fourteenth North Carolina Infantry,^ of

operations September 14-17.
,

make

1862.

the following] report of the part the Fourteenth Eegiment
North Carolina Troops bore in the engagement at Crampton’s Pass [Turner’s Pass], Md., September 14, commanded by Col. E. T. Bennett
The regiment received orders on the night of the 13th to prepare to
move at a moment’s warning.
Early in the morning of the 14th the regiment took up line of march
down the turnpike in the direction of Crampton’s Pass. It was in front
of the brigade, and rested on the left of the road at the pass for a short
time, and then received orders to march back and pass to the right of
the turnpike to re-enforce General Garland. Coming upon a squad of
the enemy, it formed line, but, by some mistake in orders, marched back
[1
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to the turnpike without firing on the enemy, at which place it received
orders to face about and march back to the field, where it was joined
by General Eipley and thrown on his right. The whole line then moved
forward on the enemy, who had taken position on the mountain. Before
coming upon theenemy the second time, it being nearly night, it received
orders to fall back to an old road, with only 1 man wounded, and aw^it
orders to re-enforce General Eipley, if necessary. No orders arriving,
the regiment was not called into action. In the absence of the commanding officers, it is impossible to give a more detailed account.

A.

J.

GEIFFITH,

Captain^ Comdg. Fourteenth Regiment North Carolina Troops.

,

1862.

make

the following] report of the part the Fourteenth North Carolina Troops bore in the engagement at Sharpsburg, Md., on September
17, commanded by Cok E. T. Bennett
The regiment arrived at Sharpsburg on the 15th, and formed line of
battle, and remained in line until the morning of the 17th.
About 8
o’clock received orders to move by the left flank, passing through a
corn-field into an old road; filed to the left, and took position in front
of the enemy, which was well protected by banks.
The enemy advanced
immediately, and a heavy fire opened on both sides. At this position
it drove the enemy back three times, disorganizing their ljnes,with heavy
loss.
About 11 o’clock received orders from the right that a new line
of the enemy was advancing in the rear. The regiment fell back to a
road, and took position behind a stone fence, losing many men while
changing position. Having but few^ men, it rallied with other regiments
and drove the enemy back, and remained in line in front of the enemy
until late at night then marched a short distance to the rear to rally.
Took position next morning on the line, and remained there until it received orders to fall back.
The casualties were 213 killed, wounded, and missing, including Col.
E. T. Bennett, blown up by a shell (severely shocked), and Lieut. Col.
William A. Johnston, wounded in the arm. The commanding officers
being absent, it is imxmssible to give a report in detail.
[I

;

A.

J.

GEIFFITH,

Captain^ Comdg. Fourteenth Regiment North Carolina Troops.

No. 303.
Reports of Maj. William W. Sillers^ Thirtieth North Carolina Infantry,
of the battles of Boonsborough and Sharpsburg.

Eight Miles North op Winchester,

Va.,
October 13, 1862.
In obedience to orders, I have the honor to submit the following report
of the part taken by the Thirtieth Eegiment North Carolina Troops,
Col. F. M. Parker commanding, in the battle of South Mountain, September 14, to wit:
The regiment, except as to its skirmishers, was not actually engaged
with any visible portion of the enemy’s forces at anytime during the
battle.
Late in the forenoon our skirmishers exchanged a few shots

:
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with those of the eueiiiy near the point where General Garland^s brigade
lost 1 captain and 3 privates wounded;

engaged the enemy, by which we
total, 4.

A

few minutes before night the regiment w^as under fire from an unseen foe. The fire was replied to; with what effect is not known, as it
soon became dark and the brigade moved down the mountain.
changed position several times during the day, marching up and down
the mountain. In these movements, made very rapidly and in the heat
of the day, some of the men became exhausted and fell out of the ranks.
Others were, no doubt, wounded, in the random firing late in the afternoon, causing a loss, in missing, of 15 privates, and making a total of
w ounded and missing, during the day, of 19.
Eespectfully submitted.

We

W. W. SILLEKS,
Major Commanding.
j

Col.

W.

P.

Bynum,

Commanding Brigade.

.

Eight Miles North of Winchester, Va.,
October 13, 1862.

In obedience to orders, I have the honor to submit the following report
of the part taken by the Thirtieth Kegiment North Carolina Troops in
the battle of Sharpsburg, September 17, to wit
Supposing that the main road which leads from the bridge across Antietam Creek through the center of Sharpsburg to run north and south,
our brigade took position northwest and about half a mile from the town,
and the Thirtieth Kegiment was on the right of the brigade. Our line
was formed in a road which, by the wear of travel, had been let down
In front of the right wdng
to the depth of a foot or more into the earth.
of our regiment, and at a distance of not more than 50 paces, there was
a ravine which, extending diagonally to the left, gradually narrowed
down the level space in front until in front of the extreme left of the
Thirtieth there was not more than 30 paces of level ground. Our position
was taken, I suiipose, about 8.30 a. m. In the space of half or threequarters of an hour the enemy made his appearance, crossed the ravine,
and began his advance up the hill. A well-directed fire broke his line
and drove him back. Up to this time, as far as the eye could reach to
the right (300 yards), there was no support to our brigade; but about
this time Brigadier- General Wright’s brigade came up.
The enemy
continued to make his appearance, first on one hill, then another, but
always at long range. The line was ordered to advance, and halted on
the edge of the ravine. Here a hot fire was kept up for a few minutes.
Soon the line was ordered to take its first position, and did so. In a
very short time Colonel Parker passed me, retiring, seriously wounded,
from the field. From this time, about 11.30 a. m., the regiment was
under my command.
desultory fire. was kept up for some time, the
enemy making demonstrations in front of the brigade on our right. Our
fire at this point was not very effective, the range being too great and
a fence intervening. Soon my attention was called to our right, wUich
was again unsupported. Almost immediately my attention was called to
the opposite flank (the left), which was uncovered as far as I could see.
I sent a captain to the left to see if any one was there, and he reported
no one. I then gave the order to fall back. We retired about 300
yards. Here we made a stand. Twice we advanced from this point, and

A
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twice we fell back to it.
short time before sunset the enemy advanced.
joined in a charge against them, and drove them so effectually that
they did not appear again. In our last position we ’were under a pretty
severe fire from artillery, playing on the front and flank. Here 'we
remained until after nightfall, when we were withdrawn by order of
Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill.
The regiment before the fight numbered about 250, all told.
lost
in killed, 10, in wounded, 62, and in missing, 1, making a total of 70.
I brought off* from the fight 159.
Very respectfully submitted.

We

We

W. W. SILLEES,
Major^ Commanding.
Col.

W.

P. Bynijm,

Commanding Brigade.

IIo. 304.

*

Reports of Col. A. R. Colquitt.^ Sixth Georgia Infantry., commanding
gade., of the battles of Boonshorough and Sharpsburg.

hri-

Brigade Headquarters,
Rear Bunker

Rill, Fa., October 13, 1862.

Herewith I submit a report of the action of my brigade in the
battle of South Mountain, September 14.
On the night of September 12 I left the camp of the division with the
brigade and Captain Lane’s battery, with instructions to occupy the
Sir

:

commanding points at Boonville [Boonshorough], 4 miles to the* rear.
The march and the unavoidable delay in selecting positions in the dark
consumed most of the night.
Early the next morning General Hill arrived. While engaged in
making a reconnaissance, he received information that General Stuart,
commanding the cavalry in rear, stood in need of support. I was ordered to mo’^^e at once with my brigade and the battery of artillery.
Proceeding along the turnpike 2J or 3 miles, I reached the summit of
South Mountain, and discovered the enemy’s cavalry advancing and
ours gradually giving back. I reported my arrival to General Stuart,
and consulted with him as to the best disposition of the forces. Two
pieces of artillery were ordered to the front, to a position commanding
the turnpike leading down the valley. The continued advance of the
enemy rendered the execution of the order impracticable. They were

thrown rapidly into position at the most available points, and the infantry disposed upon the right and left of the road. The enemy made
no further efforts to advance, and at dark withdrew from my immediate
front.

To the right and left of the turnpike, a mile distant on either side,
were practicable roads leading over the mountain, and connecting by a
cross-road along the ridge with the turnpike. Upon each of these roads
I threw out strong infantry pickets, the cavalry being withdrawn, and
my main body was retired to the rear of the cross-road, leaving a line
of skirmishers in front. Early the next morning my pickets were called
in, being relieved by other forces which had arrived during the night,
and my brigade advanced to the position it occupied the day iirevious.
Upon the right of the road, across the valley and upon the hillside," three
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regiments were placed, with instructions to connect with General Garland^s line on the right. The force was insufficient to reach that distance, and there was a gap left of 300 or 400 yards between the two
brigades. The remaining regiments of my brigade, to wit, the Twentythird Georgia and Twenty-eighth Georgia, were put in position on the
left of the turnpike, under cover of a stone fence and a channel worn by
water down the mountain side.
The first attack of the enemy was made upon the extreme right of my
line, as with the view to pass in the opening between Garland^s and my
command. This was met and repulsed by a small body of skirmishers
and a few companies of the Sixth Georgia.
At 4 o’clock in the afternoon a large force had been concentrated in
my front and was moving up the valley along each side the turnpike.
1 informed General Hill of the movement, and asked for supports.
Being pressed at other points, he had none to give me. The enemy
advanced slowly, but steadily, preceded by skirmishers. Upon the right
of the road, 400 yards in advance of my line, there was a thick growth
of woods, with fields opening in front and around them. In these I had
concealed four companies of skirmishers, under tbe command of Captain
Arnold. As the enemy advanced, these skirmishers poured upon his
flank a sudden and unexpected fire, which caused the troops on this
part of his line to give back in confusion. They were subsequently rallied and thrown to the right, strengthening the attack to be made upon
my left. Two regiments here were to meet at least five, perhaps ten,
times their numbers. NTobly did they do it. Confident in their superior
numbers, the enemy’s forces advanced to a short distance of our lines,
Avhen, raising a shout, they came to a charge. As they came full into
view upon tbe rising ground, 40 paces distant, they were met by a terrific volley of musketry from the stone fence and hillside.
This gave a
sudden check to their advance. Thej^ rallied under cover of the uneven
ground, and the fight opened in earnest. They made still another efiort
to advance, but were kept back by the steady fire of our men. The fight
continued with fury until after dark. Not an inch of ground was yielded.
The ammunition of many of the men was exhausted, but they stood with
bayonets fixed.
I am proud of the officers and men of my command for their noble
conduct on this day. Especial credit is due to Colonel Barclay, of the
Twenty-third Georgia, and Major [Tully] Graybill, Twenty-eighth
Georgia, who, with their regiments, met and defeated the fiercest assaults of the enemy.
My thanks are due to Lieutenant Jordan and Lieutenant [G. G.]
Grattan, of my staff, for their assistance this day.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. H. COLQUITT,
Colonelj

Commanding Brigade.

Maj. J. ^Y. Eatchford,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Brigade Headquarters,
Near Bunker
Sir

Hill, Va., Oetoher 13, 1862.

you below an account of tbe part taken by this brigade
in tbe battle of September 17.
About 7 o’clock iu the morning my brigade entered the fight. It was
:

I give

1054

OPERATIONS IN

N. VA.,

W. VA., MD.,

AND

PA.

[Chap.

XXXI.

moved

to the front and formed on the right of General Eipley^s brigade,
which was then engaged. After a few rounds had been discharged, I
ordered an advance, and at the same time sent word to the regiments on
my left to advance simultaneously. The order was responded to with
spirit by my men, and, with a shout, they moved through the corn-field
in front, 200 yards wide, and formed on the line of fence. The enemy
was near and in full view. In a moment or two his ranks began to
break before our fire, and the line soon disapi^eared under the crest of
the hill upon which it had been established. It w^as soon replaced by
another, and the fire opened with renewed vigor.
In the mean time Garland’s brigade, which had been ordered to my
right, had given way, and the enemy was advancing, unchecked. The
regiments upon my left having also failed to advance, we were exposed
I sent in haste to the
to a fire from all sides and nearly surrounded.
rear for re-enforcements, and communicated to General Hill the exposed
condition of my men. With steady supports upon the right we could yet
maintain our position. The support was not at hand and could not
reach us in time. The enemy closed in upon the right so near that our
ranks were, scarcely distinguishable. At the same time his line in front
advanced. My men stood firm until every field officer but one had
fallen, and then made the best of their way out.
In this sharp and unequal conflict I lost many of my best officers and
one-half of the men in the ranks. If the brigades upon the right and
left had advanced, we should have driven the enemy from the field.
He had at one time broken in our front, but we had not strength to
push the advantage.
Colonel [L. B.] Smith, of the Twenty-seventh Georgia; Colonel [W.
P.] Barclay, of the Twenty-third Georgia, and Lieutenant-Colonel [J.
M.] Nlewton, commanding the Sixth Georgia, fell at the head of their
regiments. Their loss is irreparable. Upon every battle-field they had
distinguished themselves for coolness and gallantry. Colonel [B. D.]
Pry, of the Thirteenth Alabama, and Captain [N. J.] Garrison, commanding Twenty-eighth Georgia, were severely wounded.
Subsequent to the action of the forenoon, portions of my brigade encountered the enemy in two desultory engagements, in which they stood
before superior numbers and gave a check to their advance. In one
of these a small party was placed under the command of LieutenantColonel [W. H.] Betts, and directed to deploy as skirmishers along the
crest of a hill upon which the enemy was advancing. They did so with
good effect, keeping back a large force by their annoying fire and the
apprehension, excited by their boldness, that they were supported by a
line in rear.

During the engagements of this day I had the misfortune to lose my
acting assistant adjutant-general (Lieut. E. P. Jordan). He fell while
gallantly dashing toward the enemy’s line. I have not known a more
active, efficient, and fearless officer.
Lieutenant Grattan, my aide-decamp, was conspicuously bold in the midst of danger and untiring in
the discharge of his duties. I regret that I cannot here mention the
names of all, dead and living, who are entitled to a tribute at my
hands.
Bespectfully, your obedient servant,
A. H.
Colonel.^

Major Eatchford,
Jlssistant Adjutant- Qencral,

COLQUITT,

Commanding Brigade.

:

:

THE MARYLAND CAMPAIGN.

XXXL]

CiiAi*.

—
1055

No. 305.
Confederate Roll of Honor.

Adjt. and Inspector General’s Office,
Richmond^ Fa., November 22, 1802.
The following acts of Congress, having been approved by the Presi-

General Orders,
I.

)

****###
No.

93.

i

dent, are published for the information of the
No.

27.

Army

— AN ACT to atithorize tlie gtant of medals and badges of distinction as a reward for courage
and good conduct on the

field of battle.

The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact, That the President he, and
he is hereby, authorized to bestow medals, with proper devices, upon such officers of
the armies of the Confederate States as shall be conspicuous for courage and good conduct on the field of battle and also to confer a badge of distiuction upon one private
or non-commissioned officer of each company after every signal victory it shall have
assisted to achieve. The non-commissioned officers and privates of the company who
may be present on the first dress-parade thereafter may choose, by a majority of their
votes, the soldier best entitled to receive such distinction, whose name shall be communicated to the President by commanding officers of the company and if the award
fall upon a deceased soldier, the badge thus awarded him shall be delivered to his
widow; or, if there be no widow, to any relation the President may adjudge entitle4
;

*******
;

to receive

it.

Approved October

By

13, 1862.

order

S.

COOPER,

Adjutant and Inspector General.

General Orders,
No:

131.

)

Adjt. and Inspector General’s Office,

(

Difficulties in procuring the

Richmond^ Ya.. October 3, 1803.
medals and badges of distinction having

delayed their presentation by the President, as authorized by the act of
Congress approved October 13, 1862, to the officers, non-commissioned
officers, and privates of the armies of the Confederate States conspicuous for courage and good conduct on the field of battle, to avoid postponing the grateful recognition of their valor until it can be made in
the enduring form provided by that act, it is ordered
I. That the names of all those who have been, or may hereafter be,
reported as worthy of this distinction, be inscribed on a roll of honor,
to be preserved in the office of the Adjutant and Inspector General for
reference in all future time, for those who have deserved well of their
country, as having best displayed their courage and devotion on the
field of battle.
II. That the roll of honor, so far as now made up, be appended to this
order, and read at the head of every regiment in the service of the Confederate States at the first dress-parade after its receipt, and be published in at least one newspaper in each State.
III. The attention of the officers in charge is directed to General
Orders, No. 93, section No. 27, of the series of 1802, Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, for the mode of selecting the non-commissioned
officers and privates entitled to this distinction, and its execution is
enjoined.

By

*******

order:

S.

COOPER,

Adjutant and Inspector General.
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Adjt. and Inspector General’s Office,
Richmond,, Ya., August 10, 1864.

**#*##*

The following

roll of honor is published in accordance with ParaGeneral Orders, No. 131, 1863. It will be read to every regiment in the service at the first dress-parade after its receipt.
I.

graph

I,

BATTLE OF SHARPSBURG.
Alabama.

Eighth Regiment of Infantry:
Corpl. Davis Tucker, Company A.
Sergt. G. T. L. Robison, Company B.

Corpl. J. R. Searcy, Company F.
Fifth Sergt. James Castello,* Comi^anj^G.
Private J. Herbert,* Company H.
Private James Ryan, Company I.
Private O. M. Harris,* Company K.

Company C.
C. F. Brown, Company D.
T. S. Ryan,*^ Company E.

Private John Curry,
Sergt.
Sergt.

*

By

*

*

#

^

#

order
S.

COOPER,

Adjutant and Inspector General,

General Orders,

)

No. 87.

)

The following

Adjt. and Inspector General’s Office,
Richmond,

Va.,

December

10, 1864.

of honor is published in accordance with Paragraph I, General Orders, No. 131, 1863. It will be read to every regiment in the service at the first dress-parade after its receipt.
*
*
*
*
*
#
*
I.

roll

BATTLE OF BOONSBOROUGII.
Mississippi.

Second Regiment Mississippi Infantry:
Private R. L. Boone,

Company

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private

A.

Sergt. T. B. McKay,t Company B.
Sergt. Robert Harris, t Company C.
Private W. B. Houstou, Company D.
Private G. W. Monk,$ Company E.
Private T. G. N. Thompson,! Company F.

John Vanzaut,* Comx^any G.
B. Weatherington,

Company H.

E. Browning,! Compony I.
James L. Ackers, Company K.
Jacob McCarty,* Company L.

BATTLE OF SHARPSBURG.
Mississippi.

Second Regiment Mississippi Infantry
Sergt. F. H. Daggett, Company G.
Private W. H. Looney,* Company A.
Sergt. P. F. Harris,* Company H.
Private H. H. Johns,'* Company B.
Corpl. M. L. Golding,* Company I.
Private A. C. Howard,* Com^jany C.
Private J. W. Gibson,* Company K.
Private J. B. Elliott, Company D.
Private Leander Griffin,* Company L.
Sergt. J. P. Black,* Company F.
:

*

By

*

*

#

#

#

S.

COOPER,

Adjutant and Inspector
*
!

#

order

Killed in action.

Afterward killed at Sharpsburg.

t

$

Gene^'al.

Afterward killed at Gettysburg.
Afterward killed at Rristoe Station,
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Valley,

W.

Va.

EVENTS.
10,
11,

12,
13,

16,

—

Loring’s command moves from The Narrows.
1862.— Action at Fayetteville.
1862.— Skirmishes at Cotton Hill, Gauley (or Miller’s) Ferry, Armstrong’s
Creek, and near Canneltou.
Skirmish at Hurricane Bridge.
1862.
1862. Action at Charleston.
1862.
Union forces reach the Ohio River.

6, 1862.

Sept.

—
—
—

REPORTS.
No.

1.

— Col. J. A.

Lightburn, Fourth West Virginia Infantry, commanding Dis-

J.

trict of the

No.

2.

— Col.

Kanawha.

Edward

Siber,

Thirty-seventh

Ohio Infantry,

commanding

First

Brigade.

No.

3.

— Col.

Samuel A. Gilbert, Forty-fourth Ohio Infantry, commanding Second

Brigade.

•

—Maj.

No.

Gen. William W. Loring, C. S. Army, commanding Department of
Southwestern Virginia.
5.
Col. C. E. Thorburn, C. S. Army, Chief of Ordnance.
6.— Maj. J. Floyd King, C. S. Army, Chief of Artillery.
7.
Capt. R. L. Poor, C. S. Army, Chief Engineer.
8.
Surg. John A. Hunter, C. S. Army, Medical Director.
9.
Brig. Gen. John S. Williams, C. S. Army, commanding Second Brigade.
10.
Col. William H. Browne, Forty-fifth Virginia Infantry.
11.
Maj. Alexander M. Davis, Forty-fifth Virginia Infantry, commanding
Twenty-sixth Virginia Battalion.
12.
Col. G. C. Wharton, Fifty-first Virginia Infantry, commanding Third Bri-

No.

13.

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

4.

—

—
—

—
—
—

—

gade.

—

•

John McCausland,
Fourth Brigade.

Col.

Virginia

Thirty-sixth

No.

Infantry,

commanding

1.

Reports of Col. J. A, J. Lightburn^ Fourth West Virginia Infantry.,

commanding

District of the

Gauley, Va.,

Kanawha.

September 11, 1862—3

a.

m.

Fayette attacked to-day at noon by a superior force of the enemy.
Fighting continued all the afternoon, our troops holding the post at
sundown. Jenkins, with heavy cavalry force, on my right flank, in the
rear.
I am compelled to fall back, probably to Point Pleasant, Ohio
Iliver.

J.

Maj. Gen. H.

W. Halleck,
General-in- Chief.

67

R

R— VOL

XIX,

PT

I

A.

LIGHTBURN,

J.
Colonel,

Commanding.

:
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Hdqrs. in the Field, near Charleston, Va.,
September 13, 1862.

have agaiu cDgaged the enemy. Will hold this point if I can.
Point Pleasant and Gallipolis should be looked after, as I shall, if compelled, have to fall back by Eipley road toward Eavenswood.
No road
down the Kanawha on east side.
J. A. J. LIGHTBUEN,
I

Colonel^

Commanding

District.

Major-General Halleck.

Point Pleasant, Va., September 19, 1862.
here with my command. Was 'compelled to fall back from
Fayette, but not until after a day^s hard fighting, with skirmishing all
the way to Charleston, where I made a stand, but was compelled, by a
superior force, to fall back from there, which I did in good order, bringing my transportation but losing my stores. I find Point Pleasant untenable without some works, which I shall proceed to erect as speedily
as I can. My report will be forwarded by mail.
I

am

J.

A.

J.

LIGHTBUEN,
Colonel.

General H. W, Halleck.

Point Pleasant, Va., September 19, 1862.
In falling back to this point, the Kanawha Salt Works have fallen
into the enemy^s hands. They were in good condition; could not be
ould
successfully destroyed, and have a large amount of salt on hand.
it not be best to reoccupy the valley that far, as soon as possible
J. A. J. LIGHTBUEN,

W
'i

Colonel^

Maj. Gen. H.

Commanding.

W. Halleck.
Headquarters District of the Kanawha,
Point Pleasant^ W. Fh., September 24, 1862.

Dear

Sir I have the honor to submit the following report of
what has transpired since I’ assumed command of the District of the
:

Kanawha
Pursuant to General J. D. Cox’s order, of August 17, 1862, 1 assumed
the command of the district. The troops composing the command were
the Thirty-seventh, Thirty-fourth, Forty-fourth, and Forty-seventh Ohio
Volunteer Infantry, the Fourth, Eighth, and Ninth Virginia Volunteer
Infantry, and the Second Virginia Cavalry, together with eight mountain
howitzers, three rifled and three smooth-bore field-pieces of artillery,
manned by a detail from infantry regiments. The forces were stationed
as follow^s The Thirty-fourth and Thirty-seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry, with four mountain howitzers and two smooth-bore field-pieces,
under command of Col. E. Siber, Thirty- seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry, at Ealeigh Court-House, with two companies of infantry, as a guard
for trains, at Fayette Court-House ; the Forty-fourth and Forty-seventh
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, with two companies Virginia cavalry, at Camp
Ewing, a distance of 10 miles from Gauley Bridge, on the Lewisburg
road, under command of Col. S. A. Gilbert, Forty -fourth Ohio Volunteer
Infantry ; two companies of the Ninth Virginia Infantry, and two com:

Chap. XXXI.]

CAMPAIGN IN THE KANAWHA VxiLLEY, W. VA.

1059

panies of the Second Yirginia Cavalry, under command of Major Curtis,
were stationed at Summerville the remainder of the Ninth and Fourth
Virginia Infantry, and Second Virginia Cavalry, were stationed at different points from Gauley Bridge to Charleston, including an outpost at
Coal Kiver, in Boone County, with my headquarters at Gauley.
Soon after assuming command, I became satisfied that the enemy was
massing troops at the Narrows of New Kiver, Union, and other points,
Finding it impossible
for a demonstration upon the Kanawha Valley.
to obtain re-enforcements, and my flanks and rear being unprotected, I
ordered Colonel Siber, at Raleigh, to fall back to Fayette Court-House,
and Colonel Gilbert also to fall back to Gauley Mountain, or Tompkins^
farm.
day or two before I gave the order to Colonel Gilbert, I learned
that Jenkins, with a heavy force of cavalry, had left Union, Monroe
County, and, fearing he would attack Summerville, I ordered Colonel
Gilbert to send six companies of the Forty-seventh Ohio Volunteer
Infantry, under command of Colonel Elliott, to re-enforce that |)oint.
Finding these ])ositions untenable against the reported force of the
enemy, and Jenkins already in my rear, I ordered Colonel Paxton, with
six companies of the Second Virginia Cavalry, to look after him, and,
if possible, keep open communications with the Ohio Kiver, by way of
the Kanawha River. I, at the same time, ordered the quartermaster and
commissary stores, of which there was a large quantity, to be shipped
to Charleston, directing that the most valuable be shipped first, which
had to be transported by land to Camp Piatt and Charleston but, before
much could be done in moving the stores, except the clothing, which
was mostly got away, my outpost at Fayette Court-House, under command of Colonel Siber, was attacked by an overwhelming force of the
enemy. Learning that his communication with me was cut off, I immediately ordered three companies of the Fourth Virginia Volunteer Infantry to re-enforce him, with orders to fall back to Gauley, if he thought
he could not hold his iiosition. I also ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Parry,
with five companies of the Forty-seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry, to
Cotton Hill, to meet the retreating force of Colonel Siber, who fell back,
skirmishing, the entire road from Cotton Hill to the Kanawha Kiver.
I also, upon learning that Fayette was attacked, ordered Colonel Siber,
with his command, to Gauley ; also Colonel Elliott’s command from Summerville, which command did not reach there until the enemy got possession of the opposite side of the river, and, consequently, was compelled to destroy their wagons and cross the mountains, joining the
command near Caunelton.
Colonel Gilbert’s command, with his artillery, was stationed in a
position commanding the road leading from Fayette, and did good
execution in covering the retreat of Colonel Siber’s column. I also
ordered all the wagons at Gauley to be loaded with the most valuable
commissary stores, and to push forward, without stopping, until they
crossed Elk Kiver, below Charleston. This order was not obeyed, from
some cause, the wagons and teams being in and above Charleston, which,
no doubt, caused the confusion among the quartermasters, referred to in
Colonel Gilbert’s report. After Colonel Siber’s command had passed
and the enemy somewhat dispersed, Colonel Gilbert retired, skirmishing, which was kept up along almost the entire road, until we reached
Charleston, September 12, where I thought to make a stand. I accordingly ordered the wagons that had been stopped in town across Elk
Kiver, which had hardly been done when the enemy made the attack
upon the Forty-seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry, which had been ordered
by Colonel Gilbert to take a iiosition above town, feel the enemy, and
;

A

;
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bring on the engagement, which was done in a spirited manner, as seen
Gilbert’s report. At 3 p. m. the Forty-seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry, not being able to hold the enemy in check, fell back
below Elk Eiver, and the engagement became general, both with artillery and infantry, and lasted until, findingdhe enemy at least two to our
one in front, with Jenkins’ force, 1,200 to 1,500 strong, on our right flank
and rear, and owing to our immense train of wagons (over 700 in number), I ordered the command to fall back, under cover of the night, and
took up our line of retreat on the Eipley road for this point, where we
arrived on the IGth instant, bringing off all our trains except a few
wagons and one or two ambulances that broke down, and all our artillery,
including five extra pieces that were not manned. I am sorry to have
to report the destruction, by fire, of a large amount of stores, which was
done to prevent their falling into the hands of the enemy. During the
march from Gauley, and during the engagement at Charleston, the officers and men behaved nobly, every one seeming to perform his duty as
though upon him alone depended success. I do not wish to speak disparagingly of any officer. All did their duty. But, in addition to what
is said in the respective reports, I wish to say that Colonels Siber, Gilbert, and Toland deserve particular mention for their excellent counsels,
gallantry, and promptness in the discharge of their respective duties.
They are officers who have heretofore won the confidence of their officers
and men, and, in our late engagements, their conduct has merited the
confidence and esteem of all Union-loving citizens. The Second Virginia Cavalry, under Colonel Paxton, did good service in keeping JenI wish,
kins’ force at bay, thereby preventing an attack in our rear.
also, to state that Colonel Paxton, with 300 men, attacked Jenkins’ whole
force (from 1,200 to 1,500), and drove them from Barboursville, which,
no doubt, kept them from an attempt to harass our retreat.
Our loss is 25 killed, 95 wounded, and 190 missing. It is supposed
that a number of the missing will come in, as some have already reported.
The loss of the enemy is not known, but, from the best information we
can get, their loss is heavy. My command is now at this point, and will
be ready for a move again in a few days.
1 am, sir, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
J. A. J. LIGHTBURN,

by Colonel

Colonel j Commanding.

Maj. Gen.

Horatio

G.

Wright,

Commanding Department of the

No.
Report of

Col.

Ohio.

2.

Edieard Siber Thirty -seventh Ohio Infantry^ eommanding
,

First Brigade.

Headquarters First Provisional Brigade,
Point Pleasant^ W. Fa., September 23, 1862.
Sir; I have the honor to report the following engagements and
marches of the force under my command
Having fallen back, with the Thirty-fourth and Thirty-seventh Ohio olunteers, from the position of Raleigh to that of Fayette, I had resolved
to hold the last-named intrenched j)osition until the quartermaster and
:

V

commissary stores, heaped up at this place, were removed.

I

had been in-

formed, by repeated reports, that strong forces of the enemy would attack
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ray coraraand, already, when at Ealeigli but no direct information about
the real force of the enemy, or the time of this predicted attack, reached
me. The position at Fayetteville had been intrenched during the winter
by a great amount of labor, but was completely commanded on its right
flank and rear by surrounding wooded hills. It could, besides, be turned
on this flank, as well by Laurel as by Loop Creek. When, therefore, on
the night of September 9 and 10, 1 received the information that one of
the most inveterate “seceslF^ in Laurel Creek had expressed that he
would need his rifle the next morning, I sent the same morning a sergeant and 6 cavalry orderlies, which constituted my whole mounted force,
to Laurel Creek, to take him up. This detachment had scarcely reached
the house of the mentioned “secesh” (Tetam, by name), when they perceived a detachment of about 30 rebel cavalry, by whom they were hotly
pursued down Laurel Creek. This circumstance gave me warning of
the approaching attack, and I detached, about 11 o’clock, LieutenantColonel Franklin, with two companies of the Thirty -fourth Eegiment,
to Cassidy’s Mill, on Laurel Creek, while two other companies should
go up the creek to join him. These four companies were to cover the
right flank of the position as a reconn oitering party. Two companies
of the Thirty-seventh Eegiment, under command of Captain Moritz, advanced one hour later on the Ealeigh pike road, in order to reconnoiter
in front. These two companies had scarcely made 2 miles when they
met the advance guard of the approaching enemy, consisting of several
companies of regular infantry. The engagement began thus before our
front, and I ordered (as soon as I had personally convinced myself of the
large force of the enemy, accompanied by a numerous staff) a retreat
to the intrenchmeuts, which was executed, skirmishing, and without
any loss on our side, the enemy already pursuing us with artillery fire.
The attack against the front of our position commenced shortly afterward, but was, at all points, repelled by Companies B, C, D, F, and
Ct, of the Thirty-seventh Eegiment, who held the advance redoubt,
occupied by two 6-pounders, under command of Lieutenant West, and
the skirt of the woods. In the meanwhile, however, the greater part
of the enemy’s force had, undiscovered, advanced through the woods
on our right, and completely outflanked our position, and even intercepted our retreat. Of this circumstance I became convinced, when
the first teams of our regimental train (which, at the commencement
of the engagement, I had ordered to fall back to Cotton Sill) were attacked by a murderous fire, which, extending over a space of about 2
miles in our rear and right flank, showed the difficulty of our situation.
In this emergency I ordered Col. John T. Toland, with the remaining
six companies of the Thirty-fourth regiment, which had been held in
reserve on the left, to clear the road to Gauley, and to drive the enemy
from the position which he had taken on the skirt of the woods in our
This perilous task was executed by Capt. H. C. Hatfield, Thirtyrear.
fourth Eegiment, with two companies on the Gauley road, and by Colonel Toland, personally, with the four others on his left, against the summit of a steep hill, with the utmost bravery and valor of officers as well
as men. The engaged six companies of the Thirty- fourth Eegiment suffered here, in the three hours’ murderous and unequal combat, a very
severe loss in officers, as well as in men, without being able to gain the
woods (thickly occupied by the enemy), but held the ground opposed to
it until after dark.
The enemy was here prevented from making progress by well-directed and uninterrupted fire of four mountain howitzers,
commanded by First Lieutenant Anderson, Thirty -fourth Eegiment, and
placed in battery at the main redoubt. In the mean while the enemy
j
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repeated, during the whole afternoon and until late after dark, his attacks against the front and the right flank of the oiien field-works, occul)ied hy the several companies of the Thirty-seventh Eegiment, especially
against an open redan, bravely defended by Lieutenant-Colonel Blessingh, with Companies A, E, H, and K. But neither in flank nor in front
did the rebels make the slightest progress, and suffered considerable
loss.
These losses and the complete failure of all attacks forced the
commander of the enemy’s force (General Williams) to withdraw, at
sunset, the regiments which he had sent on our right flank, thus opening our line of retreat. In front, however, the combat lasted till late
after sunset, when the enemy was here also driven back, even pursued
some distance, by the companies of the Thirty-seventh Eegiment, with
fixed bayonet.
In this moment arrived, first, Lieutenant-Qolonel Franklin, with the four detached companies of the Thirty-fourth Eegiment,
who had fallen back down Laurel Creek, and, next, a detachment of
25 horse, of the Second Virginia Cavalry, and three companies of the
Fourth Virginia Infantry, under Captain Vance, sent to our assistance
from Gauley by Colonel Lightburn. Judging, however, that these reenforcements would not enable me to hold the position another day,
and to save the remaining commissarj^ stores, I first ordered, during
the night, the removal of our wounded, more than 80 in number;
after these, that of the post and regimental trains, and gradually withdrew, between 1 and 2 o’clock in the morning, the whole force from the
position of Fayetteville, unperceived by the enemy. This retreat was
effected, after the commissary stores had been set fire to, without any
other molestation but from a company of the enemy, still hidden in the
woods in our rear. This ambush fired upon the cavalry, in the head of
the column of the Thirty-fourth Eegiment, wounding a few men of the
last.
In this hard-fought combat, against a vastly superior and regular
force of the enemy, all the officers and men of both regiments fought
with the greatest valor and resolution. Colonel Toland had two horses
killed under him.
Lieutenaut-Coloiicl Blessingh, although sick, held
his post during the whole day.
Lieutenants West, Thirty-seventh Eegiinent Ohio Volunteers, and Anderson, Thirty-fourth Eegiment Oliio
Volunteers, commanded their artillery with skill and determination.
Infantry and artillery had, at the end of the cornbat, twice exhausted
their full ammunition.
The Thirty-seventh Eegiment, however, lost a
])art of their trains.
The command reached, in the morning, safe and
unmolested, the position at Cotton Hill, where I found five comi)anies
of the Forty-seventh Eegiment, likewise sent from Gauley to our snpBut scarcely had I reached the top of Cotton Hill, when the
l)ort.
enemy deployed at its foot his whole force (at least six or seven regiments, colors flying, in order of battle), and immediately attempted to
attack this new and strong position, on the new as well as on the old
By this attempt a second combat was brought on in the morning
road.
of September 11, in which, on our side, only five companies of the Thirty-seventh Eegiment became engaged. At their fire, and by that of our
artillery, the enemy was, about 10 o’clock, driven back, with loss, to the
foot of the mountain, giving me thereby time to withdraw the several
regiments and detachments of my command down from Cotton Hill, on
the left bank of the Kanawha Elver, to Loop Creek, and to destroy the
magazines opposite Gauley. At Loop Creek I found a detachment of
120 men (cavalry), and, after a rest of two hours, I continued my retreat
to Armstrong’s Creek, where, late in the afternoon, the pursuing cavalry
of the enemy reached our rear guard, consisting of the Forty seventh
Eegiment Ohio Volunteers, who repelled them again. After this I

»

:
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ordered the narrow defile, which forms the road on the left bank of the
further pursuit of the enemy on this side bebe barricaded.
came thereby impossible, and the whole command reached, on the morning of September 12, quietly, Brownstown, opposite Camp Piatt, where,
in the evening, I crossed the Kanawha Eiver, joining the force of Colonel Lightburn. 1 add the report of Col. John T. Toland.* The losses
of the Thirty-seventh Eegiment in these combats were insignificant in
proportion to those of the Thirty-fourth, by reason of their having occupied the breastworks.
I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. SIBEE,
Colonel Thirty -seventh Regiment Ohio Volunteers^
Commanding First Brigade^ Kanawha District

A

river, to

Lieut. B. D. Boswell,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General^

Ko.

Kanuwha

District.

3.

Report of Col. Samuel A. Gilbert^ Forty -fourth Ohio Infantry^ C07nmanding
Secoiid Brigade.

Hdqrs. Second Proy. Brig., Dist. of the Kanawha,
Camp., opposite Point Pleasant., W. Va., September 21, 1862.
Sir The following is my report of the operations of the troops under
my command, from the time of the evacuation of our positions near
:

Gauley, at the head of the Kanawha Yalley, on the 10th instant, until
our arrival at this place on the 18th
My command was disposed as follows, at the time the movement commenced The Forty-fourth Eegiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Maj. A.
O. Mitchell, commanding; a battery of four mountain howitzers, manned
from the Forty-seventh Eegiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, commanded
by Lieut. F. Fischer, and a section of two 10-pounder rifled field pieces,
manned from the Forty-fourth Eegiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, commanded by Sergeant Hamilton, at Tomi^kins’ farm three companies of
the Forty-seventh Eegiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Captain Dove’s
company, and part of Captain Allen’s company, Second Virginia Cavalry, at Turkey Creek, 6 miles in advance of Tompkins’ farm, on the
Lewisburg turnpike, and Captain Hunter’s company. Forty-seventh
Eegiment, and part of Captain Alien’s company. Second Virginia Cavalry, at Camp Lookout, 18 miles in advance, on the Lewisburg turnpike,
all under command of Lieut. Col. A. C. Parry, Forty-seventh Eegiment,
the cavalry being under command of Maj. John Hoffman, Second Virginia Cavalry, and six comx^anies of the Forty-seventh Eegiment Ohio
Volunteer Infantry, under command of Col. L. S. Elliott, at Summerville, in Nicholas County.
At 3 p. m. on the lOth instant I received your order to concentrate
my command at Gauley, for which the necessary orders wei^e at once
given, and, at 8 p. m., I reported in iierson at your headquarters, near
the falls. At 10 p. m. I ordered Major Hoffman and a small detachment
of cavalry to go to Loop Creek, on the west side of the Kanawha Eiver,
:

;

^Not found.
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and blockade the road which leads to the river from Ealeigh down Loop
Creek, and guard the same until after Colonel Siber’s command had
passed by that point, which he did. At 3 a. m., on the 11th, I ordered
Lieu ten ant- Colon el Parry, with four companies of the Forty-seventh
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, to Cotton Hill, to protect trains from Fayette
and to re-enforce Colonel Siber at that point, which duty he performed,
and remained with Colonel SibeFs command until he recrossed the
Kanawha, at Camp Piatt, on the 12th, as also did Major Hoffman, with
the detachment of cavalry sent to Loop Creek. At 8 a. m., on the 11th
instant, I ordered Major Mitchell to take position opposite the point
where the Fayette road reaches the river, with the Forty-fourth Ohio
Volunteers, and attached to it one company of the Fourth Virginia and
one company of the Mnth Virginia, which had been placed under my
command. I, at the same time, posted the artillery at suitable points
to command the road on the opposite side of the river, so as to cover
the line of retreat over which Colonel Siber’s column would pass. Lieutenant He Lille, of the Fourth Virginia, with one iron smooth-bore
(6-pounder), and one 10-pounder James’ rifled brass fleld piece, manned
from the Fourth Virginia Kegiment, reported to me for duty, and was
assigned positions. About 10 a. m. the enemy appeared in close pursuit of the rear guard of Colonel Siber’s column, and we opened upon
them, checking their advance upon the road. Their sharpshooters, however, took position on the wooded hillsides, and kept up a brisk fusilade
as long as we remained in range. The skirmishers of the Forty-fourth
Ohio Volunteers replied to them with spirit.
held the position for
about an hour, when, receiving your orders to fall back, we slowly retired, the infantry skirmishing by alternate divisions, and the field
pieces and howitzers taking positions as often as favorable openings
offered.
About the time we commenced to retire, the enemy answered
our artillery with a 12-pounder field howitzer, and, apparently, two rifled
field pieces, which were apparently well served.
After falling back in
this manner about 4 miles, all firing ceased, and the enemy kept out of
range until toward night, when, just above Cannelton, their advance
came up with our rear guard, on the west side, and a sharp skirmish
ensued, in which the enemy were driven back, with loss.
Our column moved on down to Smithers’ Creek, and halted, about
dark, to await the arrival of Colonel Elliott, who, having failed to reach
Gauley as soon as was expected, was ordered to destroy his train and
cross through the mountains, and join the main column at this point,
which he did about 10 p. m. During the day the men behaved well,
performing their duty with cool alacrity while being obliged to move
under the fire of hidden foes. At midnight we moved on, through
Cannelton, and encamped at Bowsman’s, opposite Clifton, where we remained the rest of the night and until after breakfast. We resumed
our march about 7 a. m. on the 12th, and reached Camp Piatt, 12 miles,
about 4 p. m., in a series of heavy rain showers. I left a heavy cavalry
picket about 5 miles above Camp Piatt, and posted four companies of
the Fourth Virginia Infantry about 2 miles above, under command of
Lieutenant-Colonel Eussell, who had been ordered up from Camp Piatt
Before dark the enemy drove in our cavalry picket,
for that purpose.
and a slight skirmish ensued, when the enemy retired and the cavalry
moved out again for the night. The Forty-fourth and Forty-seventh
Eegiments Ohio Volunteers took position about half a mile above Camp
Piatt, to cover the crossing of Colonel Siber’s column to the east side
of the Kanawha Eiver, which was effected without interruption, and.

We
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about 2 a. m. of the 13th, we moved down to Charleston, where the
whole column, except the Forty-seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry and
the cavalry, took position on the north side of Elk Eiver. I had given
Colonel Elliott, Forty-seventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry, orders to take
position in the upper part of the town, and hold it as long as possible,
and left with him Lieutenant Fischer, with three mountain howitzers.
About 9.30 a. m. the enemy’s advance drove in the cavalry jncket, which
had been left a mile above town, and, on hearing of it, I went immediately to the upper end of the town, and found Colonel Elliott and the
cavalry retiring. I halted them immediately, and, after a careful examination of the ground, posted them above the thickly settled portion of
the town, and then returned immediately to the main body and ordered
Major Mitchell to take position on the wooded slope, to the left of the
Kipley road, with one company deployed along the bank of Elk Eiver,
from the bridge up, and Lieutenant- Colonel Eussell to form the Fourth
Virginia on the left of the Forty -fourth Ohio, with two companies deployed along the bank of the Elk, coveriug his front and extending some
distance beyond his left flank. I had ordered my field pieces to report
to Colonel Siber for orders, as the slopes on the left were wooded and
inaccessible to artillery. They were posted under his direction. About
this time, 11.30 a. m., the firing at Colonel Elliott’s position had become
quite brisk, and I went back there and changed the position of the
cavalry support, under Lieutenant-Colonel Curtis, and directed him to
throw out vedettes to watch any attempt of the enemy to turn Colonel
Elliott’s left and cut him off from the main body.
I found LieutenantColonel Parry had been placed in charge of the extreme rear (now
become the front), aua was keeping up a spirited skirmish with the
enemy’s advance, on west side of river, his rifles being re-enforced by a
howitzer, which was doing good execution. Finding things going on
well in this locality, I returned to the main body, and, about 2 o’clock,
was informed that the enemy were coming in, along the hills, in strong
force, back of the town.
I therefore ordered Colonel Elliott to withdraw,
and destroy the Government stores, &c., as he came through the town.
This was done by Lieutenant-Colonel Parry, who brought up the rear,
and they finished their work by destroying Elk Bridge, after all had
crossed. About this time, 3 p. m., the skirmishers along Elk became
actively engaged, and the infantry firing became general all along the
line, and, soon after, the enemy opened batteries, which had been planted
on the west side of the Kanawha, opposite the mouth of Elk, and on
the hills east of the town, thus making a cross-fire upon our position.
They also threw a large body of infantry up Elk, on our left, but this
move was promptly met and foiled. All who crossed were either disabled,
or recrossed precipitately, and we held our own until dark, when, in
accordance with orders, I withdrew my skirmishers and retired from the
field, the batteries on the west side of the Kanawha playing vigorously
upon us, without effect, as we moved off.
Three companies of the Fourth Virginia Eegiment had become detached in the woods on the left, and failed to come in with the rest, but
they joined the main body on the next day at noon, having come through
the woods to near Sissonville.
Some 3 or 4 miles after leaving the battle-field, we found the road
blockaded with our trains. The quartermasters seemed to have abandoned them, and word reached me that the enemy had appeared in our
front.
In accordance with your order, I ordered Colonel Elliott, with
the Forty-seventh Ohio, to push forward and get the train in motion,
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was done after considerable delay.
found wagons loaded
with the effects of citizens, with whole families of negroes, and, in many
cases, two four-horse wagons fastened together, a load in one and but
two or three horses attached to them, and other irregularities, which
proved the utter incapacity or carelessness of the quartermasters, whose
duty it was to look after these things. After the train had been started,
long intervals were allowed to occur, through the carelessness or stupidity of drivers and the absence of wagon-masters, or other persons,
whose duty it is to regulate trains. Such was the condition of these
trains, and so completely had they blockaded the road, that if any pursuit had been made by the enemy, our artillery, as well as the entire
train, must have fallen into their hands.
I cannot in too strong terms express my indignation that officers
who have been in the employ of the Government as long as most of
these quartermasters have, should have so neglected their duties, or be
so ignorant of those duties as not to know how to perform them better.
I passed along full 4 miles of these trains, and could find no one in
charge. I found teamsters near the head of the train, quietly engaged
in feeding themselves and horses, their wagons standing in the middle
of the narrow road, so as to prevent others passing them. Also, I found
cases where ammunition had been thrown out along the road, to lighten
loads, while wagons were hauled empty, or loaded with the i)roperty
of citizens. I found many wagons loaded with things of little or no
value, while I know of large quantities of valuable stores being destroyed at Charleston. I have no hesitation in stating, and consider it
my duty to state, that it is my belief that a large amount of the loss
incurred at Charleston, and from Charleston to the Ohio liiver, is chargeable to the utter neglect or incapacity of the quartermasters, whose
duty it should have been to attend to the care of it.
After passing about 4 miles of the train, and learning that no enemy
had appeared in our front, 1 took position to cover the train as it passed.
Colonel Elliott still keeping on to the front with seven companies of the
Forty- seventh Kegiment, with orders to give his attention to keeping
the train in order, and guarding it from any interruption from a body of
cavalry, said to be hovering on our right toward Spencer. As the train
filed by my position, I could neither see nor hear of but two quartermasters. Some three or four wagon-masters appeared along the line, in
charge of special trains. First Lieut. J. S. Eogers, acting quartermaster
Forty-fourth Regiment, remained with his regimental train, and it reached
the Ohio River in good order, with everything with which it started
from Tompkins’ farm. xAll the wagons were well, and even heavily,
loaded. First Lieut. J. R. Craig, acting brigade quartermaster of the
Second Brigade, also remained with the train, and all of his wagons
got through with their loads. I ordered him to give his attention to
the general interest, which he did with indefatigable and intelligent
wilicli

zeal.

After we left Charleston the only firing that occurred was a false alarm
of the pickets on the night of the 14th, and the wounding of two of the
pickets of the Forty-seventh Regiment at Ripley, by bushwhackers, on
arrived at Ravenswood, on the Ohio River,
the night of the 15th.
at 10 a. m. on the 16th, crossed the river, and marched 7 miles down
that night, having shipped the artillery and the Fourth Virginia Regiment on steamboats and barges.
On the 17th we continued our march to Syracuse, on the Ohio River,
and there embarked on steamboats and barges, and reached Point Pleas-

We
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aut at dusk ou tlie 18th, having spent most of the day aground at Eightmile Island Bar.
The men are in excellent spirits, and appear to feel a renewed confidence in themselves and their officers, having thus successfully brought
ofi:‘ an immense amount of property, in the face of a largely superior
force, successfully holding them in check whenever they came up
with us.
This is the first retreat that the Forty-fourth Ohio and the Fourth Virginia Eegiments have participated in, and the first general action in which
the latter has been engaged, and I have to express my great admiration
at the coolness with which they performed their duty. All waited for
orders, and obeyed them carefully to the letter. There was no confusion
or disorder at any time among any portions of the troops of my brigade.
Officers and men, without exception, conducted themselves in the most
soldierly manner. The Forty-seventh Ohio, being an older regiment,
and having seen more service in the field, performed its duty with that
steadiness which is expected of such troops. No commander need feel
any apprehensions for the result, when chances are anything near equal,
if he has the ability himself to handle the troops in action or on the
mai ch, while he has such troops under his command. Lieutenant-Colonel
Parry, of the Forty-seventh Ohio, deserves particular mention, both for
his participation in the retreat of Colonel SibeFs column from Cotton Hill,
on the 11th instant, and in the battle at Charleston on the 13th. His
gallantry and clear-sighted sagacity won liim the confidence of officers
and men. Lieutenant-Colonel Bussell and Major Mitchell each managed
their respective commands, during the entire time covered by this report,
with that uniform skill and judgment which marks them both as valuable officers, of whom their States may well be proud. The honor of the
Union cause will not be tarnished when intrusted to their keeping. The
medical staffiof the brigade was under general control of the medical
Doctors
<lirector. Dr. Kellogg, and I am not able to report upon them.
Bonner, of the Forty-seventh, and Rodgers and Luce, of the Forty-fourth,
were frequently in my sight on the march, on the battle-field, and in
bivouac, and apjieared to be attentive to their duties.
number of
ambulances were unnecessarily abandoned along the route from Charleston, but I do not know who is responsible.
First Lieut. J. G. Telford,
adjutant Forty-fourth Regiment, and acting as assistant adjutant-general and aide-de-camp (none having been detailed) for my command,
deserves special mention for his gallantry and activity. Always ready,
carrying orders to the most exposed })ositions on the field and along
the line, in several cases himself directing the movements of detachments, where emergencies required it, he was my mainstay throughout the whole time. The detachments in charge of the artillery were
composed of men who, in most cases, had been recently detailed from
the infantry regiments. None of them had ever been in action before
with that arm of service. The horses were also in the same undrilled
condition, and the officers in charge of these i)ieces. Lieutenant De Lille,
Lieutenant Fischer, and Sergeant Hamilton, deserve your thanks for the
excellent manner in which their pieces were bi ought along on the march
and served in action. Sergeant Hamilton, especially, deserves notice.
He, having served in the' artillery in the Regular Army, was enabled to
alibrd me the greatest service, and to his judgment and experience we
’are mainly indebted for the efficiency of the field battery of my command,
and I would res])ectfully recommend that lie be given a lieutenant-s
commission, as a reward for meritorious service.

A

;
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of the casualties in the brigade under

my

XXXI.

com-

:

a
c

Command.

o

Killed.

44th Ohio, Maj. A. 0. Mitchell, commanding
47th Ohio, Col. L. S. Elliott, commanding
4th [Westl Virginia, Lieut. Col. W. H. H. Russell, com-

manding

Remarks.
Missing.

Total.

1

1

3

5

15
10

17
18

5

2

53

60

Artillery detachments

One wheel disabled.
One horse wounded.

Lieutenant JDe Lille’s section
Lieutenant Fischer’s section
Sergeant Hamilton’s section

Nothing injured or

Total

9

!

8

78

lost.

95

1

The loss will, no doubt, be reduced, as we have already heard of the
arrival of several of those so reported from the Fourth Virginia at the
Ohio Eiver.
I have asked for no report from the cavalry detachment commanders,
as they were continually shifted from place to place, without m 3 orders,
and, therefore, virtually detached from my command. For further details as to officers and material, 1 will refer you to the inclosed copies of
reports of regimental and detachment commanders.
I have the honor to be, very respectfull 3y your obedient servant,
SAMUEL A. GILBERT,
Colonel Forty-fourth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry^
Comdg. Second Provisional Brigade^ District of Kanmvha.
B. D. Boswell,
Second Lieutenant and Actg, Asst Adjutant- General^
District of Kanawha^ Point Pleasant^ Ya.
’

No.

4.

Reports of Maj. Gen. William W. Loving^ C. S. Army, commanding Department of Southicestern Virginia.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Southwestern Virginia,
The Narrows W. Va.j September 1, 1862.
j

(Received September 5, 1862.)
Before I received 3mur telegram, dated the 29th ultimo [following], upon the information of my scout, I had determined upon an offensive movement against the enemy in the Kanawha. It has been delayed
only to accumulate forage and transportation enough to take me over the
This has been
sterile district of 100 miles between me and the enemy.
a Herculean task but to its accomplishment I have bent all my enerIt will be my
gies, and expect to move on Friday or Saturday next.
policy when I move to endeavor to reach the Kanawha without stoppage, experience in our campaigns in this region last summer having
shown that, while our armies paused in menacing proximity to the enemy,
for want of forage and transportation, though at the time they were weak
enough to be overcome b 3^ us, yet the 3^ improved our delay by re-enforcing from the convenient population of the northwest, and, in three or*
four weeks afterward, took the offensive successfully against us. I await
with interest the full development of your plans for my future march to
the valley through Northwest Virginia, and co-operation with the army

Sir

:

5

:
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The intervening distance of 300 or 400 miles is so
in that region.
rugged as to make such a march one of great difficulty.
1 observe, with great satisfaction, the evidence of increasing loyalty
from the people of We^t Virginia, who are now coming into my army
daily.
I am very sanguine that when I get into that region the accessions to
army will be large, and, to arm these men, I earnestly request you to send me, by rapid express to Dublin, at least 5,000 stand
of small- arms and accouterments for the same. I will so far anticipate
your action on this subject as to receive corps to be armed in this way.
There can be, I think, no occasion where the arms of the Government
can be put to better use. I also desire to be authorized to appoint officers to command the regiments which I may get in West Virginia, in
anticipation of your appointment, so that the new troops may be made
effective at once.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

my

W. W. LORING,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Hon.

George W. Randolph,
Secretary of TVar, Richmond^ Ya.
[Inclosure.]

Richmond, Va., August
Maj. Gen.

29, 1862.

W. W. Loring,

Dublin Depot, W. Ya.
Pope’s letter-book has been captured.

On August 11, Cox was ordered

to retain 5,000 men in Western Virginia, and to send the remainder by
river and railroad to Pope. On August 16, Cox telegraphed from Gauley Bridge that his command would be at Parkersburg on the evening
of the 20th, and asked for railroad transportation.
Clear the valley of the Kanawha and operate northwardly to a junction with our army in the valley. Keep us advised of your movements.

GEO. W. RANDOLPH,
Secretary of ]Yar.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Southwestern Virginia,
Camp Narrows, W. Ya., September 6, 1862.
(Received September 12, 1862.)
have the honor to inform you that I take up the line of march
to-day with my command, about 5,000 strong, for the Kanawha, in accordance with your orders. I have nothing new to communicate from,
the enemy, except that they are said to expect re-enforcements of the

Sir

new

:

I

levies.
I

have the honor

to be,

very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. W. LORING,
Major-General., Commanding.

Hon.

George W. Randolph,
Secretary of War, Richmond, Ya.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Southwestern Virginia,
Fayette Court-House, W. Ya., September 11, 1862.
(Received September 19, 1862.)
After a fatiguing march, I came upon the enemy near this place
on yesterday at 1.30 p. m. with the part of my forces which were in

Sir

:
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After contesting every inch of my advance for some miles, he
entered his fortiflcations at this place, which were strong, and consisted
of formidable outer works inclosing a quadrangular fort with glacia
and redoubt, and well mounted with nine pieces of artillery. My men
l)nshed up to the walls with great spirit, inflicting great loss on the
enemy. Our loss small. About nightfall to the force of the enemy
already in the fort three regiments were added, as re-enforcements, by
one of the many roads which my forces were not numerous enough to
guard. This made the enemy about five regiments strong. But while
we lay on our arms, intending to renew the attack this morning, the
enemy fled, probably by the same road the re-enforcements entered, and
I am now master of their works. J. am now pursuing with all my force.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
front.

W. W. LOEIN^G,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Hon. GEOnaE

W. Kandolph,
iSecretary

of War.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Southwestern Virginia,
Fayette Court-House., W. Fa., September 11, 1862.
(Deceived September 19, 1862.)
Sir: General Jenkins captured Buckhaunou, Upshnr Court-House,
General Kelley’s main depot, with 5,000 stand of arms and immense
He took the commanding officer and
stores, all of which were destroyed.
30 prisoners. The next day he captured Weston the next day he took
Glenville the next day he captured Colonel Kathbone and his regiment
at Koane Court-House the next day he drove a force of the enemy
from Ravenswood, and the next day crossed into Ohio, marching 20
miles in that State. He was, at last accounts, on the Kanawha.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
;

j

;

W. W. BORING,
Major-General^ Commanding.

Hon.

George W. Randolph,
Secretary of IFar, Richmond^ Va.

Kanawha Co., W. Va., September 13, 1862.
Via Giles Court-House and Dublin.^ TF. Fa., September 16, 1862.
(Received at Richmond, Va., September 16, 1862.)
After incessant skirmishing from Gauley down, we took this place at
3 p. m. The enemy (six regiments strong) made stout resistance, burning their stores and part of this town in their retreat. Onr loss slight f
the enemy’s heavy. He is in full retreat Jenkins in his rear.
Charleston,

;

W. W. BORING,
2Iajor- General^

Hon. George

Comma, nding.

W. Randolph,
Secretary of War.

Hdqrs. Department of Southwestern Virginia,
Charleston^ W. Fa., September 14, 1862.
reached here yesterday afternoon, capturing the town after a

Sir: I
stout resistance from the enemy, in which their loss was heavy, ours
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The rapidity of our advance saved the city from flames.
marched in exactly one week from Giles Court-House to this
place, fighting for more than half a day at Fayette Court-House, and
again, on the next morning, at Cotton Hill and Gauley, and skirmishing
In these rapid victories over a numerous
all the way to this place.
enemy, six regiments strong, all furnished with artilliery and cavalry,
besides inflicting a great loss in men, we have captured immense amounts
of wagons and horses, inventories of which we are now taking, and which
In the rapidity of our
will doubtless amount to at least $1,000,000.
movements we have left the greater part of our train in rear, which
has caused us to pause at this place. The enemy, fresher than we, and
within 50 miles of the Ohio, have so much the advance that it is useless
Hoads from Guyandotte, Point Pleasant, and
to pursue him farther.
Havens wood, on the Ohio Hiver, converge at this place, so that if I
move forward on any of these roads the enemy could use the other to
get in my rear. Here, then, I will pause until our supply train reaches
us perhaps until I hear from you. If I advance toward the valley of
Virginia, as you instructed me in a former letter, I shall have all these
roads in my rear and between my column and trains, besides the difficult ranges of mountains running across my course, and with very bad
very slight.

We had

—

roads over them. This valley, however, I can hold with its magnificent
crop of growing corn and its salt. The salt-works iirove uninjured,
preserved by our activity from fire, and only lack labor to supply the
whole Confederacy. The negroes, by whom they were formerly worked,
have been carried ofi:’ by the enemy. I think that many recruits will
be added to my command here if I hold the country long enough, while
a rapid march through the valley of the Kanawha would only expose it
to fresh invasions from the enemy.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. W. LOHING,
Major- General, Commanding,

.Hon.

George W. Handolph,
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va,
[Indorsement.]

Hespectfully submitted to the President. If General Floyd’s combe turned over to the Confederate States Government and be filled
up to a full brigade, it might hold the valley of the Kanawha. General
Loring could then operate northwardly. I will prepare and submit a
letter of instructions to him.
G. W. H.

mand

Headquarters Department of Western Virginia,
Charleston, TV. Va., September 15, 1862.

Sir

The reception and welcome which the army received in this
were so cordial that I deemed it politic to issue a proclamation

:

valley
of the temperate character of that which I inclose. I trust that it will
meet with the approbation of the Government, as it does of all the citizens of the county, especially our firm and discreet friends.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. W. LOHIKG,
Major- General, Commanding.

Hon. George W. Handolph,
Secretary of War.

:
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Western Virginia

The army of the Confederate States has come among you to expel the
enemy, to rescue the people from the despotism of the counterfeit State
government imposed on you by Northern bayonets, and to restore the
country once more to its natural allegiance to the State. We fight for
peace and the possession of our own territory. We do not intend to
punish those who remain at home as quiet citizens in obedience to the
laws of the land, and to all such, clemency and amnesty are declared
but those who persist in adhering to the cause of the public enemy and
the pretended State government he has erected at Wheeling will be
dealt with as their obstinate treachery deserves. When the liberal policy
of the Confederate Government shall be introduced and made known to
the people, who have so long exi)erienced the wanton misrule of the invader, the commanding general expects the ijeople heartily to sustain it,
not only as a duty but as a deliverance from their task-masters and
usurpers. Indeed, he already recognizes in the cordial welcome which
the people everywhere give to the army a happy indication of their attachment to their true and lawful Government. Until the proper authorities shall order otherwise, and in the absence of municipal law and its
customary ministers, martial law will be administered by the army and
provost-marshals. Private rights and property will be respected, violence will be repressed and order promoted, and all the private property used by the army will be paid for.
The commanding general appeals to all good citizens to aid him in
these objects, and to all able-bodied men to join his army to defend the
sanctities of religion and virtue, home, territory, honor, and law, which
are invaded and violated by an unscrupulous enemy, whom an indignant and united people are now about to chastise on his own soil. The
Government expects an immediate and enthusiastic response to this call.
Your country has been reclaimed for you from the enemy by soldiers,
many of whom are from distant parts of the State and the Confederacy,
and you will prove unworthy to possess so beautiful and fruitful a land
The oaths which the inif you do not now rise to retain and defend it.
vader imposed upon you are void. They are immoral attempts to reThey do not
strain you from your duty to your State and Government.
exempt you from the obligation to support your Government and to serve
in the army, and if such persons are taken as prisoners of war the Confederate Government guarantees to them the humane treatment of the
usages of war.
By command of Major-General Loring
:

H.

FITZHUGH,
Chief of Staff.

Hdqrs. Dept, of Western Virginia,
Charleston.) W, Va., September 14, 1862.
The commanding general congratulates the army on the brilliant march
from the southwest to this place, in one week, and on its successive victories over the enemy at Fayette Court-House, Cotton Hill, and Charleston.
It will be memorable in history that, overcoming the mountains
and the enemy in one week, you have established the laws and carried

General Orders,
No.

—

.

)

)

the flag of the country to the outer borders of the Confederacy. Instances of gallantry and patriotic devotion are too numerous to be specially designated at this time
but to brigade commanders and their
;
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aod men tlie commanding general makes grateful acknowledgment for services to which our brilliant success is due. The country
will remember and reward you.
officers

By command

of Major-General Loring:
II.

FITZHUGH,
Chief of Staff.

IIeahquauters Department of Western Virginia,
Charleston.) W. Va., September 20, 1802.
General t * * * On the 0th instant I marched from near G iles
Court-IIouse for the Kanawha with my command, about 5,000 strong.
The enemy at Ealeigh tied at our approach and concentrated his force at
:

Fayetteville, where I arrived on the lOtli instant with the advance of my
column, consisting of General Williams’ and Colonel Wharton’s brigades.
After an obstinate resistance, commenced 2 miles from the town, the
enemy was driven before ns into his fortified positions at the town, consisting of formidable and regularly constructed and connected works, armed
with nine pieces of artillery, and sheltering from 1,500 to 2,000 men,
under command of Colonel Siber. I directed Colonel Wharton’s brigade,
to which was added Colonel [Geo. S.] Patton’s Twenty-second Virginia
Eegiment, to turn the enemy’s positions and cut his connections, while
General Williams attacked him in front and on his right. TJimn reaching his position. Colonel Wharton was attacked by nearly the whole
force of the enemy, which he repulsed in gallant style, inflicting great
At this juncture, I
loss and advancing our positions nearer to him.
ordered General Williams to move to a nearer and more commanding
position, which he promptly did, driving the enemy’s skirmishers within
their fortifications. Here a violent firing of cannon and small-arms was
kept up until after dark, when the enemy effected his escape toward
the Gauley by means of one of the many roads in his rear, in his flight
exposing a portion of his force to the fire of Colonel Wharton, by whom
great loss was inflicted upon him and much of his train and stores

General Williams and Colonel Wharton pursued, rapidly
captured.
followed by General Echols, who had now come up by a march longer
than that of the other brigades, and accomplished in unexiiectedly
short time, and early enough to execute a movement to the enemy’s
left, ifianned for him on the next day if the enemy had not fled on the
arrival of our re-enforcements.
At 10 o’clock the next day (the 11th) the enemy made a stand at a
strong natural position on Cotton Hill but this being turned by Colonel Wharton and General Echols, while General Williams engaged him
in a sharp conflict in his front, he again fled after suffering much loss.
His efforts to cross his troops over the Kanawha into the fortified positions at Gauley were prevented by the switlness of the pursuit, which
drove the larger portion of his column down the south bank of the
Kanawha, while the remainder, on the opposite side of the river, was
quickly overpowered and followed, but not before his magazines were
blown up and his immense stores, accumulated at that point, were mostly
destroyed.
It is proper that the gallantry of Dr. Joseph F. Watkins, surgeon of
the Thirty-sixth Virginia Eegiment, and several other soldiers of the
command, should be noticed and commended, who swam the river in the
;

t Portion liero omitted relates to Jenkins’
expedition, August 22, 1862, and
printed in Series I, Vol. XII, Part II, pp. 756, 757.
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some danger from the retreating enemy and extinguished the
which was rapidly consuming the enemy’s ferry-boats.
I immediately caused General Echols’ brigade, together with the
Twenty-second and Thirty-sixth Virginia Eegiments, to be thrown across
the river, and with his and the brigades of General Williams and Colonel
Wharton, on the other side, I continued the pursuit of the enemy, with
occasional skirmishing, to the vicinity of Charleston, which I reached
on the afternoon of the 13th instant, the route of retreat being marked
with burned and abandoned property. At Charleston the enemy again
offered a most determined resistance until the brigades of General Williams and Colonel Wharton, reaching a commanding position on the
opposite bank of the ri's^er, poured a destructive artillery fire into Ids
right, while Colonel McCausland, then in command of the First Brigade,
on account of the sickness of General Echols, covered and assisted by
Chapman’s battery, placed on a commanding hill on the right, and which
kept up a destructive fire on the enemy, pushed into the burning town
and drove the enemy below the Elk Eiver. The enemy destroyed the
suspension bridge across the Elk [Eiver] behind him, and, planting batteries upon the opposite shore, held the position until nightfall, when he
again resumed his flight, which he has since rapidly continued, by the
way of Jackson Court-House and Eavenswood, into the State of Ohio,
followed, however, by enough of my disposable cavalry to harass his
retreat and capture much valuable property. The march of near 150
miles and the "detailing of forces to guard captured stores in the rear
caused such abatement and exhaustion of my command as compelled me
face of

fire

to halt at Charleston.
many lateral roads, in

This place, too, being the point of departure of

any event is necessary to be held.
In the various engagements and skirmishes with the enemy up to this
time, my loss in killed and wounded is about 80 men, while that of the
enemy, from reliable information, cannot be less than 1,000 men, in killed,
wounded, and prisoners. At least $1,000,000 worth of stores were captured, including many Federal flags, two pieces of artillery, besides
several millions of dollars’ worth of stores which were destroyed by the

enemy in his flight.
To Generals Williams and Echols and to Colonels Wharton and McCausland, commanding brigades, I take pleasure in according the praise
efficient services and cordial execution of
commands.
To each of the several officers commanding regiments, battalions, and
Major
batteries, great credit is due for their gallantry and promptness.

which they deserve for their

my

King, chief of artillery; Captain [Lawrence S.] Marye, of the ordnance;
Captains Poor and [John M.] Eobinson of the engineers, for services in
their respective spheres, and Captain [E.] Laidley, of the Twenty-second
Virginia Eegiment, wounded while gallantly fighting at Eayettville,
and Lieutenant [T. G.] Jarrell, of the Thirty-sixth Virginia Eegiment,
Captain [H. T.] Stanton,
for coolness and courage evinced at Gauley
adjutant-general of General Williams, for entering the town of Charleston
and taking down the garrison flag, and Captain [E. H.j Catlett and
Mr. McFarland, of General Echols’ staff; Lieut. Henry Eobinson, artillery, and Dr. Hunter, chief medical director of my command, for his
care of the sick and his energy in securing captured medical stores Captains [T. H.] Stamps, [G. G.] Otey, [William M.] Lowry, and [G. B.j
alker, of the artillery, all deserve
Chapman, and Lieutenant [David K.j
especial mention. Colonel Fitzhugh, chief of staff; Captain. [W. B.]
Myers, of the adjutant-general’s department, and Colonel Thorburn,
inspector-general and chief of ordnance, and Captains [John D.] Myrick
and [C. Jj,\ Mathews, my aides-de-camp, merit the warmest approba;

;

W
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in the field 5 and
praise cannot be given for their
uncomplaining endurance of the fatigues of the march, and their gallant
bearing in the dangers of the fight.^ It will be a source of great pleasure
to me to mention hereafter acts of individual gallantry and usefulness
of officers and men (many of which occurred) as they are brought to my
I have the honor to inclose herein the reports of commanders
notice.
of brigades and others, in which the meritorious conduct of commanders
of regiments, battalions, and others is mentioned.
The precise number of my killed and wounded will appear from the
valuable report of Dr. Hunter,* my chief medical director.
The rapidity of the pursuit of the enemy preserved the salt works and
most of the town of Charleston from the flames, and rescued many worthy citizens from confinement, among the number Mr. Price, of Greenbrier County.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
for their activity
to the soldiers of the

tioii

and services on the inarch and

army too much

W. W. LOEING,
Major- G eneral^ Commanding.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

Hdqes. Department of Western Virginia,
Charleston^ W. Fa., September 22, 18G2.
Sir
staff,

:

I

(Deceived September 30, 18G2.)
have the honor to present, through Captain McFarland, of my

the flags captured in our recent conflicts at Fayetteville, Gauley,

and Charleston. In the raifldity of our march, the collection of trophies
has been imperfectly made, and many of this and other kinds which fell
into our hands have been lost and destroyed.
The recent information derived from Northern sources confesses a demoralization and destruction of the invading army of the Kanawha
Valley greater than I have hitherto represented.
I have the honor to be, verv respectfully, vour obedient servant,

W. W. LOEING,
Major- General^ Commanding.

Hon.

George W. Eandolph,
Secretary of War.

No.

5.

.

^

Report of Col. C. E. Thorhurn^ C. S. Army, Chief of Ordnance.

Headquarters Department of Western Virginia,
Charleston, W. Va., September 17, 18G2.
In compliance with your order, the following report is respectfully
submitted:
Cannon ammunition expended in the battles of Fayette, Cotton Mountain, Charleston, and pursuing the enemy
G-pound shell, G-pound shot,
:

12-pound

shell, 3-inch rifled shell,

musket, rifle.
On the evening of the 10th, in obedience to your order, the enemy’s
position was reconnoitered to the west and north.
good point was
selected 500 yards from the commanding fort, where a battery would

A

See p. 1081.
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liave soon silenced his fire, while to the north the work was approached
to within 200 yards, and the ground over which our stormiug party
was to pass in attacking was carefully noted. These positions were
described to Brigadier-General Echols, who was ordered to occupy the
ground, but the enemy fleeing during the night gave us possession of
his works, which were found to be quite formidable. The arms and
ammnuition left were collected, but I am unable to give you a report of
the number and quantity. The agent left to collect them has not yet

reported.

Eetreating from Fayette, the enemy made a stand on Cotton Hill, holding the column of General Williams in check. The brigades of Colonel
Wharton and General Echols being ordered to flank him to the left, he
discovered the movement and again retreated, blocking up the road.
The next stand was made at Montgomery's Ferry, from which position
he was driven by our artillery and sharpshooters, burning a large quantity of his stores and leaving many quartermaster’s and commissary
stores in our possession. At Camp Piatt the enemy left one G-pounder
and several boxes of rifled cannon ammunition.
On the 13th we again came up with the enemy, and about a mile from
Charleston commenced skirmishing with him on the right bank. The
brigade of General Williams having taken position on the left bank, his
artillery opened, when our advance, under Lieut. Col. Clarence Derrick
[Twenty-third Virginia Battalion], pushed the enemy into the town.
The enemy had expressed a determination to burn Charleston, and,
finding himself beaten, set fire to the town in several places, but so
hotly was he pushed that his attempt failed, though several store-houses
and dwellings contiguous thereto were destroyed. Several of the storehouses were saved. The bridge being destroyed, and having no boats
to cross Elk Eiver, it became impossible to bring the retreating foe to
close quarter. Our cannon, planted on south side of the river, could
only annoy him while retreating.
1 desire to call your attention particularly to the efiiciency displayed
by Captain Chapman’s artillery.
3-inch rifle gun of his battery, though
breaking on axle, was most admirably worked, and did most efficient

A

service.

Very

respectfully,

C. E.
Colonel

and

late

THOEBUEN,
Chief of Ordnance,

W. W. Lorind,

Maj. Gen.

Commanding

General.

Eo.

G.

Report of Maj. J. Floyd King^ C.

Hdqrs. Art. Corps,

S.

Army^ Chief of Artillery

Army

of

Western

Virotnia,

September 18, 1862.
honor
to submit to the
to
I
have
the
orders,
Captain In obedience
brigadier-general commanding the following report of the part the artillery enacted in the battle of Fayetteville and on the march to and at the
battle of Charleston, commencing on the 10th and ending on the 13th
:

instant:

On nearing Fayetteville a section of Captain O toy’s battery was
thrown to the front with General Williams’ brigade. The body of the
A brisk skirmish ensued.
artillery brought up the rear of the infantry.
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tbe enemy falling back. Arriving in sight of the enemy^s works, it was
decided to bombard them. Our infantry having driven the enemy’s
skirmishers in, the artillery was conducted to an eminence within 500
yards of his first fort. Here Captains Otey’s and Stamps’ batteries
were engaged. It was soon determined to advance our artillery to an
eminence nearer the enemy’s works. It could not be done without crossing a hill under a heavy fire from the enemy of canister, grape, and
Under the direction of Brigadier-General Williams, the
musketry.
enemy was driven from the houses and ravine situated between us and
the fort. General Williams, at the head of a battalion of infantry and
Captains Otey’s and Stamps’ batteries, charged over the liill across the
ravine and occuiiied the desired position within a short distance of the
enemy’s works. Here the fire became fierce. Captain Chapman’s 24
pounder, commanded by the captain in person, and Captain Lowry’s
battery were brought up. The action continued with constaiKiy and

energy until night, it having opened at 2 p. m.
The courage and gallantry displayed by tlie ofhcers and men on tins
occasion renders it unjust almost to make any distinction, but the commanding courage of Lieutenant Walker, of the Otey battery, and tlui
bravery and efficiency displayed by Captain Stamps in action, were
most cheering.
To Captains Lowry, Otey, and Chapman the command is indebted for
great encouragement.
To Captain Stanton, chief of General Williams’ stall’, the thanks of
this coi’ijs are due for his volunteer services in the command of one of
Captain Otey’s pieces, which had almost all of its cannoneers killed or
wounded, and, from a deficiency in the number of commissioned officers
present, was left without a commander. Captain Stanton served the piece
during several hours of severe firing.
The presence and efficient services of Surgeon [Basil C.] Duke on the
field attracted much attention.
Notwithstanding the remonstrance of
officers, he persistently remained, attending to the wounded, though a
ball through his coat and a wounded soldier killed in his arms by a shell
admonished him of his exposed situation.
To Captains Myrick and Marye, of the commanding general’s staff,
the artillery is also indebted for gallant services.
On the morning of tliellth. instant, the enemy having abandoned his
works and retreated during the night, Brigadier-General Williams, at
the head of his brigade, led in pursuit of him.
section of Captain
Otey’s battery, under Lieutenant Norvell, was kept to the front, and,
under General Williams’ personal supervision, was often, with our skirmishers, engaged with the enemy’s rear guard. Across Cotton Hill and
Gauley, and down the left bank of the Kanawha, General Williams
l)ressed, keeping up an almost continual artillery duel with the enemy,
and rested at night on the ground from which a few moments before his
liickets had been driven.
At Gauley, from a misapprehension of which side of the river the
major-general commanding intended to move down in person, the chief
of artillery followed the left bank, with Captain Bryan’s company, a part
of Captain Stamps’, and a section of Captain Otey’s battery, supported
by General Williams’ and Colonel Wharton’s brigades. A 5-pounder
of Stamps’ and a 12-pounder howitzer of Otey’s batterj^ were left at
Gauley, by order of tbe major-general commanding, to report to the commander of the post. Captains Chapman’s and Lowry’s and a section of
Otey’s battery followed Brigadier-General Echols’ brigade on the right
bank of the river. . Nothing of importance transpired on the march of
•

A

the 12th.

:
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was resumed, and at Oharlestou the enemy
occupied the left bank of the Kanawha with "a
strong force of sharpshooters and artillery, which commanded either side
of the river. To the rear of the town, across Elk Eiver, his lines were
drawn up behind his wagons, his right resting near the Kanawha, and
his artillery in front of his wagons. The chief of artillery having been
sent across tlie left bank of the Kanawha, by the major-general commanding, with orders to Brigadier-General Williams, can make no report of the part the batteries enacted on the right bank of the river.
On joining General Williams, the artillery was ordered to the front, the
general accompanying in person.
The enemy^s sharpshooters were
(Iriven across the river and his artillery from the town.
From the hills
on the left bank of the Kanawha, below the mouth of Elk Eiver, Captains Otey’s, Bryan’s, and Stamps’ batteries commanded the entire right
dank of the enemy’s lines.
bombardment at once ensued, which,
with the assistance of the force on the right bank of the Kanawha,
caused the enemy to abandon his situation in haste, driving off the most
of his wagons, but leaving many, and quantities of camp and garrison
e([inpage, several of his regiments having left their blankets and knapsacks on the line they were drawn up to fight on. The destruction of
an artillery carriage, and also the destruction of the aiiparatus of a
mountain howitzer of the enemy, besides killing many of his horses,
attests the precision with which our artillerists managed their guns.
At the battle of Charleston there were 4 artillerists wounded on the
left bank of the Kanawha.
At night the firing ceased, the enemy having retreated.
Idle conduct of the officers and men of the artillery on this occasion
confirmed the confidence their commanders had already felt could be
rej^osed in them.
Throughout the march, the spirited and energetic manner in which
Brigadier-General Williams directed the artillery inspired it with the
highest confidence and courage.
To the surgeon’s report I refer you for the casualties in the artillery
corps. In addition to men, it lost upward of 20 horses killed.
To the general commanding the army the artillery corps is grateful
ibr the skill of his general directions and the trusts he reposed in it.
Oil tlio 13th the pursuit

was overtaken.

He

A

Very

respectfully,
J.

ELOYD KING,

Major and Chief of Artillery Department of West Virginia.
^

Captain Stanton,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No.

7.

Report of Capt. R. L. Poor, G. S. Army, Chief Engineer.

IIdqks.

Department of Western Virginia,

Charleston, W. Va., September 17, 18G2.
In compliance with Orders No.—, issued from these headquarters, of this date, I have the honor to report as follows the operations
of the Engineer Corps during the several conflicts therein mentioned
During tlyo, engagement at Fayetteville, General Williams requiring
an increase of staff*. Captain Eobinson and self were detached from yours
and ordered to report to him. At the samemoment Captain Myers, assistant adjutant-general, communicated your desire to have the enemy’s posi-

General

:
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Accordingly, after having rei)orted to General Williams, left Captain Kobinsou to act as aide-de-cami), and pushed forward
]Jpon reaching the advanced corps (Forty-Fifth Itegto reconnoiter.
iment), found it impracticable to advance farther (the enemy’s sharpshooters being in sight), and bore off to the left, where, upon debouching from the woods, caught sight of the enemy’s works, distant about
100 yards. The irregular trace of the work (not being able to penetrate
Upon
to the rear of it) deluded me into reporting it a square redoubt.
inspection next day, found the works to consist, first, of an irregular work
of three faces, each of 40 yards’ development, 8 feet in command, and
7 in relief; barbettes in each salient, covering well the ground in front;
located on admirably selected position, enfilading the approach* from
Second, a simItaleigh, and commanding the surrounding open plains.
ilar work, constructed as a musketry defense, flanked by felled timber,
rifle-pits.
Third, a formidable, well-constructed, and inclosed located
lunette, connecting, by covert way, with flanking redan on commanding
grouud, barbettes in each salient, commanding each of the advance
works, with development sufficient for a regiment.
Being directed at night, after the first day’s engagement, to erect a
breaching battery, made reconnaissance for same, and selected what I
conceived to be an advantageous position commanding the work, and
being in the prolongation of the capital line to the right salient, and only
130 yards distant. At 10 p. m. broke ground, and by 2 a. m. had the
battery sufficiently complete in its parts to occupy with two siege guns,
namely, a 24-pounder howitzer and 12-pounder rifle gun, ready at a moment’s notice to open upon the enemy’s work, when the force covering
my working party was advanced. With a yell and volley, they scaled
the parapet to find the enemy gone. With General Williams and command, started in active pursuit hence cannot present you with a detailed
iflan of the enemy’s position and works.
At Cotton Hill and Gauley had the honor of acting on Brigadier- [General] Williams’ staff, and this place on Colonel McCausland’s hence, pertaining to my department, have nothing further to report than the
erection of a pontoon bridge over the Elk Eiver. The officers associated
with me will need no further mention than to say that Captain Kqbinson
ably assisted and seconded me being under your personal supervision,
his merits are known ; that Lieutenant Hart displayed general intelligence, efficiency, and meritorious conduct. Taking great pleasure in
testifying to his merit, respectfully request for him a favorable mention
tiou recouiioitered.

;

;

—

in

your report.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
K. L. POOE,
Captain and Chief Engineer of Department.

W. W. Loring,
Commanding Army of Western

Maj. Gen.

Eo.

Virginia.

8.

Report of Surg. John A. Hunter^ C.

tS.

Army, Medical

Director.

Hdqrs. Department of Western Virginia,
Charleston, W. Va., September 25, 1862. F
Hou.
Sir

George W. Eandolpii,
:

I

Secretary of War, Richmond, Va. :
have the honor herein to transmit the report of Dr. John Af

:
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Iliiiiter, tlie iiiediciil director of tliis army, containing a list of casualties
of this army, from the attack on Fayette Oourt-nouse to the closing
action at Charleston and Elk Eiver, by which it will be seen how small
our loss was compared Avith the enemy’s. I ask again to commend the
energy, skill, and gallantry of Dr. Hunter and the efficiency of his medical corps, Avho have been, since their connection with this army, equal

to every emergency.
I have the honor to be, verv respectfully,

your obedient servant,

W. W. LOKING,
Major- General^ Commanding.
[luclosurcs.]

Confederate States Hospital,
Charleston.,

W.

Fa., September 35, 1802.

you the sanitary condition of your army.
After a toilsome march over mountain range and
valley, a distance of 169 miles, we have no cases of essential fever, developed either in camp or hospital, and but one or two cases of rubeola
and parotitis, occurring sporadically, during this march.
fought
the Federal forces first at Fayetteville with the following casualties
10 men killed upon the field (1 lieutenant and 1 corporal in that number),
and 32 wounded, 4 of this number, I may say, mortally. One man killed
in the skirmish at Cotton Hill and 3 wounded, 1 of this number mortally.
No one hurt at Montgomery’s Ferry, except from the accidental discharge of a gun while crossing the river, Avounding 1 man. Six killed
at Charleston and 8 slightly wounded, making in all 23 killed and 43
Sir

:

It is with great pleasure that I reiiort to

We

Avounded.
I may here call your attention to the conduct of the medical staff,
Avhose duties required their presence with their commands, placing them
in most exposed positions and liable to casualties in common with the
soldiers.
Their conduct was marked by great gallantry and most indefatigable energy in the discharge of their professional duty.
It is but due to the corps that I should specially call your attention
to the conduct of Surgeon [S. C.] Gleaves, Assistant Surgeon [0. N.]
Austin, and particularly to the daring exploits of Surg. Joseph [F.]
Watkins at the ferry, swimming the river and saving the ferry-boat,
capturing also one stand of colors.
The enemy’s loss at Fayetteville, in killed outright, was 65 that we know
of their wounded could not be correctly ascertained, but it is known
that three barge-boats were shipped from Montgomery’s Ferry and passed
Charleston en route for the Ohio, and that four wagons, filled either with
AA ounded or killed, were burned along the road from Fayetteville to this
place, leaving exposed, in the most inhuman manner, portions of partially consumed bodies on the road.
could not ascertain the number killed and Avounded in the different combats on the road. Judging
from the most correct information, they could not have been less than
180 wounded in that action. Four were left dead in Charleston and 5
Avouuded. Their loss west of Elk lliA^er, opposite Charleston, where
they met with heavy loss, could not be ascertained, as the bridge across
the river was destroyed to prevent our crossing, thereby enabling them
The capture of hospital and medto carry off their dead and wounded.
ical stores cannot fall short of $20,000.
Permit me, in conclusion, to congratulate you upon the success of
your arms and the health and working condition of your army.
/

;

We
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Subjoined you will find the mimes* of the killed tiud wounded at
Fayette, Cotton Hill, Montgomery’s Ferry, and Charleston.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
8iir(/.j

Maj. Gen.

0. 8,

JNO. A. HUNTER,
8. W.

Army, Medical Director Dept.

Va,

W. W. Loring.

Siipplementarij return of casualties in the

Army

of the Kanawha, September

Killed.

1802.

Wounded.

Coimuaiid.

Virginia,
Virginia,
Virginia,
50th Virginia
51st Virginia,
Virginia,
(5:1(1
22(1

HGtli
4.5th

Col. Geo. S. Patton
Col. .Toliu McCausland
Col. AVilliam H. Browne

Lieut. Col. A. Forsherg
Col. J. J. McMahon

Virginia Battalkm, LieuWnant-Colonel Derrick
2(5lh Virginia Battalion, Maj. A. M. Davis, 45th Virginia, conunanding.
:50th Virginia Battalion
Otey’.s (Virginia) battery
Stamps’ (Virginia) battery
2:5(1

11

Total

86

8urg., C. 8.

107

[JNO. A. HUNTER,
Army, Medical Director Dept. 8. W. Va.]

—

P. S.
[ may here say that the numbers reported as wounded, namely,
43, included those whose wounds prevented them from moving on with
the army. In this supplemental report I have included all those who

were slightly wounded either by ball or accidents, but whose injuries
did not prevent their continuance with their commands and in line of
duty.
[J.

No.
Deport of Brig. Gen. John

8.

A. H.]

9.

Williams, G. 8. Army, commanding 8econd
Brigade.

Headquarters Second Brigade,
8eptemher 18, 1862.

Captain

On

the morning of the 10th instant, agreeably to MajorGeneral Boring’s order, I detached the Twenty-second Virginia Regiment (Colonel Patton), and directed him to report to Colonel Wharton,
commanding Third Brigade. Wharton left the turnpike and took a
mountain path to the left, about 6 miles from Fayette Court-House, for
the purpose of attacking the enemy in the rear. It was agreed between
him and myself that the march of my brigade should be retarded one
hour, so that he might turn the enemy’s position and the attack be made
:

Nominal

list

omitted.

See supplementary return, following.

1082

OPERATIONS IN

N. VA.,

W. VA., MD., AND PA.

[Chap.

XXXL

simiiltaueously front and rear. My brigade proceeded by the turnpike
road, and, when within 3 miles of the Court-House, my front guard, under
Cajdain [E. S.] Bead [Twenty-sixth Virginia Battalion], was attacked
by three companies of infantry. Captain Bead engaged them with spirit.
It was now discovered that the enemy held possession of the thickly-set
woodland on both sides of the road. I ordered Major Davis,with Edgar’s
battalion, to skirmish on the right, and companies of the Forty-fifth Virginia to the left, Lieutenant-Colonel [E. H.] Harman commanding. After
a short and sharp resistance, the enemy was driven from the woods
toward a square redoubt in the open field which commanded the road.
By this time the crash of Wharton’s rifles was distinctly heard. Two
hills, running at right angles to the road, lay between us and the enemy’s
position.
A dense forest extended from my position to that of Colonel
Wharton, passing within 200 yards of the enemy’s redoubt. I moved
two 12-poimder howitzers and two rifled pieces to the top of the first
hill, and the Forty-fifth and Thirty-sixth Virginia under cover of the
woodland along the right flank of the enemy’s position. Edgar’s battalion was placed in rear of the batteries.
Our batteries opened upon
the enemy, and were replied to by a storm of shell and grape, and Minieballs from sharpshooters, who held the ravine and the opjmsite hill. The
artillery was parts of Otey’s, Stamps’, and Chapman’s batteries.
Our
loss here was considerable in men and horses the heaviest in Otey’s
battery. The fortification was revetted with sod, and did not crumble
much, although one shell did terrible work within. The distance here
was 500 or 600 yards, too great for very eflective firing, and I determined
to move to the next hill.
Edgar’s battalion, under Major [A. M.] Havis
[Forty-fifth Virginia], cleared the front of sharpshooters and drove them
in gallant style, and the whole of the artillery
Otey’s, Stamps’, Chapman’s, Bryan’s, and Lowry’s batteries dashed in magnificent style over
the ridge, down the slope and up to the top of the next hill, where they
unlimbered within 300 yards of the enemy’s fort, and opened a terrible
cannonade upon it. Colonel Browne led the Forty-fiftli along the woodland, driving the enemy before him, and McCausland with the Thirtysixth in gallant style occui)ied a house and some stumps of trees, from
which the enemy had greatly annoyed us.
lost several gallant
officers and a number of brave men in these movements.
Here I discovered that the enemy’s position was much stronger than was at first
supposed. Besides the square redoubt in front, there was one to the
left and rear of the court-house, which was at that moment engaged by
Colonel Wharton, and to the right and rear another strong fortress upon
a high hill, which commanded both the other forts. These facts I communicated to you by Captain Marye, with the opinion that my force
could take the first redoubt by assault, but the sacrifice of life would bo
great, and that it could not be held unless the fort on the hill was first
taken. Night fell upon us, and the wearied men slept upon their arms
within a stone’s throw of the enemy.
Just before day-break on the 11th, the noise like the marching of men
was heard in the direction of the enemy’s works, which indicated that
they were evacuating. This was confirmed by the opinion of Colonel
Wharton, who communicated with me in person, whereupon I sent Captain [William E.] Fife (Thirty-sixth Virginia) with his company to approach the position of the enemy and ascertain whether the noise proceeded from the retirement from the front or from the arrival of reenforcements, which we had reason to api)rehend they were expecting.
The captain replied by a shout from the walls that the enemy had gone.
In twenty minutes the whole brigade \yas in hot pursuit. The road was
;

—

—

We
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witli guns, knapsacks, blankets, overcoats, wagons, liospital and
They made a fruitless effort to burn
sutlers^ stores, horses, and men.
the town, but the flames were extinguished and a sufiicient guard placed

strewn

over the stores and proi)erty by Captain Stanton. At the foot of Cotton
Hill we came upon the enemy’s rear, and our march was greatly obstructed by trees which he had felled across the road. I here directed
Colonel Wharton, with his brigade and Patton’s regiment, to take a
mountain path to the left and endeavor again to reach the enemy’s rear.
As men were brought forward, and two companies from the Twentysecond and one from the Forty-fifth Regiment, as skirmishers, under
Major [R. A.] Bailey, who drove the enemy before them (while the pioneers under Lieutenant [W. T.] Hart cleared the road of obstructions),
the column moved on, almost without halting, until near the toji of
the hill, where Major Bailey was met by a fresh regiment on its march
I ordered Colonel Browne, with the Forty-fifth,
to re-enforce Fayette.
The
to sustain Major Bailey, and brought McCausland to the front.
enemy placed two howitzers in position on the hill, and opened ux)on us
with grape and canister, but our loss was not great. Here he made
stout resistance, but, by the determined courage of Browne and Bailey,
was driven from his position and retreated double-quick down to Montgomery’s Ferry. McCausland, with the Thirty-sixth, kept close ui)on him.
Cai)tain [Lieutenant] Jarrell, at the head of the skirmishers, displayed
great courage and energy. The entire brigade went down the hill with a
shout and at double-quick time. I had previously ordered a 12-pounder
howitzer to the front for the imrpose of destroying the enemy as he
crossed the river. Lieutenant l^orvell brought down the piece, at a full
gallop, and planted it on the river bank. The enemy set fire to his magazines and attempted to destroy all his commissary stores. B^^ this time
half his force had crossed the river under cover of four guns ifianted on
the opposite bank the rest retreated down the south bank. Lieutenant Norvell, by a dozen well-directed shots, silenced or drove away the
enemy’s four pieces. The ferry flats had been carried by the enemy to
the opposite side and set on fire. I called out for half a dozen bold
swimmers to swim the river with their hats on, extinguish the flames,
and bring over the ferry-boats. Hr. Watkins, of the Thirty-Sixth Virginia; Lieutenant Samuels, of my staff*; W. H. Harman, Forty-fifth
Virginia Allen Thomx)Son, Forty-fifth Virginia, and six or eight others
spraug into the river and boldly swam, under a shower of grape and
canister. These brave men seized the burning boat, and, making fire
buckets of their hats, extinguished the flames as they rowed it over.
Yankee lieutenant and 10 men here surrendered to Lieutenant Samuels.
I ordered Colonel McCausland, with his own and Colonel Patton’s regiment and two pieces of artillery, across the river, and, with the remainder
of my brigade and Colonel Wharton’s command, which was next to my
own, moved after the enemy’s column on the left bank. Several sharp
skirmishes occurred during the day, and at nightfall we came upon them
as they were preparing to encanqi, drove them before us, and slept upon
tli(‘ir ground at Buster’s.
Lieutenant-Colonel [J. Lyle] Clarke [Thirtieth
Battalion Virginia Sharpshooters], of Colonel Wharton’s brigade, in
command of advanced skirmishers, drove the enemy from the cornlields.
The pursuit had been so rapid that our supply wagons did not
come up in time, and we procured supxfiies from the country people and
renewed the x)ursuit early in the morning.
During the day the enemy on the opposite side of the river attempted
to burn all the salt furnaces, but were prevented, by the rai)idity of the
pursuit and the well-directed shot of Otey’s, Stamps’, and Bryan’s bat;

;
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kept next to the skiriihshers, from destroying more tha-n
number of trees were felled across the road, and the
bridges broken, but these impediments were rapidh' removed by the
energetic pioneers of Edgar’s battalion, under Lieutenant Hart, of the
engineer corps, Wharton’s brigade. At night we came up with the
enemy, captured his picket guard, drove him from his camp, and slept
again upon the ground which he had selected for himself.
At day-break we resumed the pursuit, and found that his force had
crossed the river before day at Camp Piatt. I brought all the artillery
to the front, and kept up a galling fire upon his rear as he moved down
the narrow plain on the opposite bank. As we api)roached Charleston
I discovered masses of infantry crossing the river to the south side for
the purpose of checking our advance. I immediately sent LieutenantColonel Clarke with his battalion of sharpshooters, suiiported by the
Eorty-fifth Virginia Eegiment, who gallantly drove the eneno^ back,
teries,

one.

A

J

large

some fleeing down the river, others recrossing it. The enemy by this
time had nearly completed the evacuation of Charleston, and were preparing to give us battle on the oiiposite bank of Elk River, behind their
wagons and hastily thrown-up breastworks.
height on the south
bank of the Kanawha, just below the bank of Elk River, overlooked
and commanded the enemy’s entire position, but his artillery commanded
the road to this height, and his sharpshooters lined the opposite bank of
the Kanawha. I sent Clarke’s battalion, with some companies of the
Forty-fifth, to engage these sharpshooters, while the artj<fi’lery, under
Major King, dashed by at full gallop, and, with but small loss, obtained
the desired height, and from six pieces opened upon the enemy’s right
few efiective rounds drove the enemy
flank a most destructive fire.
from his ])osition, and his regiments and wagons began a disorderly retreat, and nothing was left but his artillery to contest the ground.
At
this moment the suspension bridge across Elk River fell.
I now sent
Captain Marye with the information which my position enabled me to
gain, suggesting that the bridge had been destroyed, but that Elk River
could be crossed on flat-boats and the enemy’s cannon taken. You at
once put me in command of four regiments on the north bank of the
Kanawha, wiV^h instructions to cross Elk River and take the enemy’s
batteries.
This was rendered unnecessary by the enemy withdrawing
his pieces and following his retreating column with the whole of his

A

A

artillery.

Colonel Wharton, while associated with me, behaved with his accustomed coolness and courage. Major King managed his artillery with
great ability, and displayed that calm courage so necessary to an artillery officer.
Captain Stanton, my adjutant- general, rendered important
service, and accomplished a feat of gallantry which should be remembered. While the enemy still occupied one-half of Charleston, accompanied by Lieutenant Hackler, of the Forty-fifth, and 3 men of the same
regiment, [he] crossed the river in a skiff, under a heavy fire, hauled down
the garrison flag of the enemy, and returned, unhurt, with the trophy.
At Fayette Court-House he took command of a piece of artillery, the
gunner of which had been killed and 3 drivers wounded, and managed
the i)iece, under a terrible fire, with great effectiv^eness. Private Harper
and the remaining members of this iiiece behaved nobly. Captain
[William M.] Peyton, my aide-de-camp, deserves mention for his conspicuous gallantry and fearless horsemanship through all the heat of
battle.
Col. John Morris, volunteer aide, rendered important service.
Captains Myers and Buckner were prompt in carrying orders. Dr. Duke
displayed the qualities of both surgeon and soldier, Maj. Peter Otey,

Otiap.
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of Clarke’s battalion, was conspicuous on the last two days of pursuit in
leading the skirmishers. Captain Marye, of the ordnance department,
was active, brave, and intelligent. I found his perception quick, his
judgment good, and his courage of the highest order ; his suggestions
were useful to me. Captains Kobinson and Poor, engineer officers, aided
me efficiently at Payette Court-House. The artillery officers and men
Captain Stamps and Lieutenant
all behaved with coolness and courage.

Walker were

particularly distinguished.

This hurried account embraces all that now occurs to me worth mentioning of the four days’ inarch and fighting from Fayette Court-IToiise
to Charleston.
I have the

honor to be,

sir,

your obedient servant,

JNO.

S.

WILLIAMS,

Brigadier -General^ &c.
Capt.

William

P>.

Myers,

Assistant Adjutant- General^ &c.

Ko.
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Report of Col. William H. Broicne^ Forty-fifth Virginia Infantry.

Camp Elan, near Charleston, W.

Va.,
September 17, 1802.
Sir You requested that I should give you a statement of the part
which the Forty-fifth Eegiment played in the three days’ marching and
fighting, commencing on September 10 and ending on the 12th.
In making the attack upon Fayetteville the Forty-fifth Regiment occupied the second place in the column of attack, Edgar’s battalion, commanded by Major Davis, being at the head of the column. Advancing
in this order to within perhaps 2 miles of Fayetteville, the advance
guard of the battalion was fired into by a picket of the enemy. By your
order, the battalion was deployed as skirmishers, on the right of the
road, and two companies of the Forty-fifth, under Lieutenant-Colonel
Harman, on the left, and ordered to advance. The column was then
ordered forward, under the protection of the skirmishers, who drove the
enemy’s skirmishers before them. Within half a mile of the enemy’s
fortifications his skirmishers made a stand in a dense laurel thicket.
You then ordered up two pieces of Otey’s battery. After a few rounds
the skirmishers advanced again, driving the enemy before them. There
were yet three small hills between us and the enemy’s works, upon which
the enemy was posted, and wliich were to be taken successively. I then
moved, by your order, the Forty-fifth Virginia Regiment up the side of
the first hill, which was in range of the enemy’s guns, particularly the
artillery.
I here placed the right wing to hold and to divert the attention of the enemy, and while I moved the left wing by a flank movement
through the woods to the next hill, I posted my left, then concealed, in
sight of the enemy, with orders not to fire until I returned. I then
brought up the right wing and posted them on the left and in advance
of the right, under cover, of the woods, when we opened upon the enemy
and drove them from the house in front of the enemy’s fortifications.
Here the enemy threw grape and Minie-balls thick as hail around us.
After some brisk fighting in this position, and when the enemy had been
driven to his stronghold, I advanced my right obliquely to the left to a
l)osition in the woods to within about 100 yards of the enemy’s fortifi:

cations.
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Night comiDg on, we lay down to get a little rest. I was awakened
by cheering at daylight in the morning. Some of my advance pickets
had discovered that the enemy had fled during the night.
In taking the first hill, a gallant young officer (Columbus Beavers,
second lieutenant Company A, Forty-fifth Virginia Eegiment) was killed
and several men wounded, not dangerously. The second hill was taken
with a greater loss in wounded, and another gallant officer (Lieutenant
[J. P.] Cox, Company C, Forty-fifth Virginia Eegiment) killed.
My every movement was made by your orders, given me in person.
We pursued the retreating enemy to Cotton Hill, at which i)lace you
ordered one of my companies forward, under command of Major Bailey,
who took with him also a company from the Twenty-second Eegiment, as
skirmishers. The Forty-fifth you ordered to follow them. Our skirmishers drove theirs back to the top of the mountain and discovered
that the enemy were blockading the road and had sent a regiment back
down the mountain to engage us. I flanked my regiment to the top of
a ridge running perpendicular to the road and waited until they came
in sight, when we opened upon them and drove them over the mountain,
losing two of my brave boys. I engaged my regiment no more until 1
got to Charleston. There 1 occupied the hills on the south bank of the
river and had some sharp fun dislodging the enemy’s sharpshooters from
the streets and the opposite banks of the river.
The officers and men of my regiment deserve praise. They marched
without a murmur and fought gallantly. And to you, general, who led
us to the conflict, we feel that we have done our duty. Your own
noble daring had its influence in prompting us.
Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. H. BEOWNE,
Colonel Forty-fifth Virginia Eegiment
General John S. Williams.

No.

11.

Report of Maj. Alexander M, Davis Forty fifth Virginia Infantry com^

^

manding Twenty-sixth Virginia Battalion.

Camp Williams, W.

Va.,
September 18, 1862.
Sir I have the honor to submit the following statement of the part
acted by the battalion in the recent series of engagements, commencing
at Fayetteville, on the 10th instant, and ending at Charleston, W. Va.,
on the 13th
On the arrival of our forces within about 4 miles of Fayetteville, the
command of Colonel Wharton, with the Twenty-second Virginia Eegiment attached, having left the turnpike, taking a road upon our left
leading to the enemy’s rear, the battalion was thereby thrown in front.
By your order, I threw forward a company, under command of Captain
Eead, as an advance guard, witli instructions to drive in the enemy’s
When within about 3 miles of the
l)ickets and await re-enforcements.
enemy’s position. Captain Eead encountered a scouting party of three
companies. He engaged them in gallant style, drove them back into
an open field, where he discovered their superiority of numbers and
withdrew his men to a shelter of woodland, and there remained until
the arrival of re-enforceinents. By your order, tbe battalion was then
:
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deployed as skirmishers upon the- right, and advanced as such until
recalled by order. I then formed the battalion in the road, and advanced
by the right flank in the direction of Fayetteville until again deployed
as skirmishers upon the right, by your orders. I then advanced, skirmishing, until I came within about 300 yards of the enemy’s works. Here
1 stationed my men under cover of the woods until I received your order,
communicated by Captain Peyton, of your staff, requiring me to withdraw the battalion to my former position in the road, reform, and report
to you on the second ridge in front of the enemy’s position. This order
I obeyed immediately upon its reception.
You then ordered me to place
the battalion in position on the second hill, and prepare for a charge to
take possession of the first hill in front of the enemy’s first redoubt, and
there remain as a support for the artillery. This order was obeyed, and
the charge made in open groundunder your immediate observation, and
you are the best judge of the manner in which it was executed. The
conduct of Oapt. E. S. Bead in this charge and his gallantry throughout
the day deserves special mention and commendation.
Our last position placed us within convenient range of the enemy’s
guns, both large and small, and there we remained until nightfall, ex])osed to a galling fire of shell, shot, and Minie-ball.
I then withdrew,
by your order, to the foot of the hill in our rear, and ordered my men
to rest upon their arms until morning.
In this day’s engagement I lost 2 brave soldiers William F. Level
and Kobert S. Paxton, of Company B killed on the field, and 8 wounded,
1 mortally.
This loss I sustained in my charge and subsequent position

—

—

on the

hill.

About one hour before day, we were aroused by the firing of our skirmishers, who had discovered the evacuation of the forts by the enemy
and their retreat. When the firing commenced, I formed the battalion
and moved, by your order, in immediate pursuit, and was in supporting
distance of the Forty-fifth Virginia Eegiment during their engagement
upon Cotton Hill, though not actually engaged. That night we encamped upon the banks of the Great Kanawha.
The pursuit was resumed early on the morning of the 12th, and, by
your order, my command took the lead. I then forwarded all the longrange guns of the battalion as an advance, and these were afterward
strengthened by a company of sharpshooters from the Fifty-first Eegiment, under command of Captain [D. P.] Graham. During this day’s
l)ursuit, my command performed the arduous task of removing the
blockades of the enemy. About G o’clock in the evening our advance
captured two of the enemy’s pickets, and I encami)ed the battalion on.
the ground they had occupied.
In the next day’s march the Forty-fifth Virginia Eegiment was in
advance, and the battalion next in j)ursuit.
During the engagement at Charleston the battalion was held as a support to the artillery upon the south bank of the Kanawha, but was not
actively engaged.
The battalion acted well its part upon the march and in the field, but
to you, general, I accord the praise, for your undaunted courage and
untiring energy inspired not only the battalion but the whole command
with an enthusiasm irresistible.
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
A. M. DAVIS,
Major Command in g Batialion.
Brig. Gen. eJoiiN S. Williams,
j

Commanding Second Brigade^ Army of Western

Virginia,

1088

OPERATIONS IN

N. VA.,

No.
Report of

Col. G. G.

W.

VA., MD.,

AND

PA.

[Chap.

XXitt

12.

Wharton^ Fifty-first Virginia Infantry^ commanding
Third Brigade.

Hdqrs. Third Brio., Army of Southwestern Ya.,
Camp near Charleston^ W. Fa., September 17, 18G2.
Captain I have the honor to submit the following report of the par:

ticipation of the Third Brigade in the action at Fayetteville, ontlie 10th
instant, and the skirmishes between that village and Charleston
On the morning of the 10th, within
miles of Fayetteville, I was
ordered by Major-General Boring to proceed with the Twenty-second
:

Begiment, Colonel Patton the Fifty-first Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel
[August] Forsberg, and Clarke’s battalion of sharpshooters, LieutenantColonel Clarke, by a road to the left, in order to attack the enemy in
rear, while the main body should proceed directly along the turnpike
and attack him in front. At 11.15 o’clock we left the turnpike under
the direction of a guide, who was said to be thoroughly acquainted with
the country. The anxiety of our guide to take us to the rear of the
enemy, to make the surprise complete, caused him to take the column by
;

a more circuitous route (one much longer and much more difficult to
march over than had been represented), which delayed our making the
enemy’s rear until about 2.15 o’clock. When we reached the rear, the
enemy’s batteries were not in the position which had been described.
We found in front two batteries well constructed, and so arranged as to
command, by a cross-fire, the cleared space (about 1,000 yards) between
these batteries and the wood on the ridge where we took position.
Through this cleared space ran the turnpike from Fayetteville to Gauley
Bridge. Between the ridge on which we were posted and the batteries,
the ground was very rough, being broken by steep hill slopes, ravines,
thick underbrush, and fallen timber, making a very good abatis.
hasty reconnaissance demonstrated the batteries could not be successfully attacked from our position unless the fire of the battery could be
div^erted to the column attacking in front, and, in addition, the excessive
heat of the day, and the long, fatiguing march by the circuitous route
along which we had been led by our guide (we having crossed over five
mountains or high hills, 2 miles of which was so rough, and tlie brush
and undergrowth so dense that we could only march in single file), that
our force was scattered and very much exhausted. Under these circumstances, upon consultation with some of the officers, we determined to
take and hold such position as commanded the turnpike leading from
Fayetteville to Montgomery’s Ferry, to prevent the passing of his trains,
and, if possible, cut off his retreat. To effect this. Major [S. M.j Dickey,
with three comi)anies of the Fifty-first Regiment, was directed to take
position on a spur extending out and commanding the turnpike on our
extreme left, and about half a mile in rear of the batteries. Immediately on his right, Lieutenant-Colonel Clarke, with a portion of his sharpColonel
shooters, was placed to prevent Major Dickey’s being flanked.
Patton, with a portion of the Twenty-second Regiment, was thrown farther to the right to occupy another spur, commanding, with large [long]range guns, another part of the turnpike, and Major Bailey, of the
Twenty-second, was sent, with a detachment, on our extreme right and
nearer the batteries the remainder of the force, as they came up, was
held in reserve to support any part of our line that might be attacked,
and also to be i^eady to charge the batteries, if an opportunity should

A

;
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While our forces were getting into position, the entire line was
vigorously attacked by the enemy^s infantry and sharpshooters. At
the same time the batteries poured in a well-directed fire of shell and
grape.
Our officers behaved with great energy and gallantry in hurrying the
men to the positions respectively assigned, and in repelling the attacks
of the enemy. Three different attempts were made by the enemy to dislodge us and drive us from our positions, each time with defeat and
heavy loss to them. Late in the evening, as our ammunition was nearly
exhausted, the men were ordered only to fire should the enemy advance.
Major Bailey made three attempts to drive the enemy from the battery
on our right, and succeeded, but could not hold the position, as both the
battery and the space between our position and the battery were thoroughly commanded by the battery opposite our center.
About dark, our scouts reported that re-enforcements were approaching
from the direction of Gauley Bridge, and, soon after, information was
brought from our left that both infantry and cavalry were seen on the
turnpike in the same direction. As soon as ammunition was brought
up, our forces were thrown farther to the front and nearer the road, when
the firing was renewed, the enemy making two very vigorous efforts to
drive us back. During these attacks, they succeeded in running by with
a small body of cavalry and two or three pieces of artillery and some
wagons. Their infantry, having been driven back, retired beyond the
range of our guns, and made their escape under cover of the woodland
and hills on the opposite side of the turnpike.
For the details of this engagement, I respectfully refer you to the reports* of Colonel Patton and Lieutenant-Colonels Forsberg and Clarke.
It was equally my duty and pleasure to bear testimony to the gallantry, cool bravery, and soldierly bearing of the above-named officers
during the day and night. I also, with equal pleasure, call the attention of the general commanding to the chivalric bearing and efficiency
of Majors Bailey, Dickey, and Otey. All the officers and men behaved
with commendable coolness and bravery.
On the morning of the 11th, the Third Brigade joined in the pursuit of
the retreating enemy, crossed Cotton Hill by the old road, and united
with the Second Brigade at Montgomery’s Ferry, with which brigade it
co-operated until the enemy were driven from Charleston.
I respectfully refer you to the surgeon’s reports* for the list of casualarise.

ties.

In the hurry of pursuit it was impossible to ascertain with accuracy
the loss of the enemy. Prisoners taken represent that one of the regiments which engaged this brigade at Fayetteville lost in killed, wounded,
and prisoners 150. Many more Avere killed and captured' in the pursuit.
1 desire particularly to acknowledge my indebtedness to Lieutenant
Hart, of the engineers, and Mr. C. A. DeEussy, acting assistant adjutant-general, for the energy and promptitude with which the duties assigned them were discharged.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
G. C.
Colonel^ Commanding Third Brigade,
Capt. William B. Myers,
Assistant Adjutant- General,

WHAETON,

*

G9

R R —VOL

XIX,

PT

I

Not found.

:

OPERATIONS IN

1090

N. VA.,

No.

W. VA., MD., AND PA.

XXXt

[Chap.

13.

Report of Col. John McCausland, Thirty -sixth Virginia Infantry commanding Fourth Brigade.
^

Army

of

Charleston^

W,

Hdqrs. Fourth Brigade,

Western

Virginia,

Fa., September 18, 18G2.

In obedience to instructions, I have the honor to submit the following
report of the action of the troops under my command at the battle of
Charleston, W. Va.
While the troops were encamped at Dickerson’s farm, I was directed by
General Loring to take command of General Echols’ Ibrigade (he being
sick), the Thirty-sixth and Twenty-second Eegiments, Otey’s and Lowry’s
I at once ordered Major
batteries, and the cavalry under Major Salyer.
Salyer to pursue the enemy, and I found him near Charleston when I
arrived.
jiassed Camp Piatt, the Salines, Maulden, and other x)laces,
but found no, enemy. Upon my arrival at a point near Charleston, 1
discovered the enemy’s skirmishers posted behind fences and behind a
barricade they had erected near the river. 1 at once deployed LieutenantColonel Derrick’s battalion as skirmishers, and advanced them so that the
left would sweep through the town and the right rest upon the hills beyond. I supported the right with Colonel [ J. J.] McMahon’s regiment, the
center with Colonel Eodgers’ [Poage’sJ regiment, and the left with Colonel
Patton’s. The reserve consisted of the Thirty-sixth Eegiment, Lowry’s
battery, a section of Otey’s, and the cavalry. It was stationed in the
road near the river. The whole line advanced, with occasional skirmishing, to the banks of the Elk Eiver, and there found the enemy posted
uxion the opposite bank, with all communication with the opxjosite bank
cut off. They had destroyed the bridge. I at once determined to concentrate the troops on the extreme right flank and attempt to cross at a
ford about 2 miles above town.
moved in that direction under cover
of our artillery, which was posted on a hill commanding the enemy’s
position and also other parts of the field. Upon the arrival at the ford,
it was found impossible to cross with infantry and artillery.
I ordered
the cavalry to cross and move down the opposite shore, and then moved
toward our extreme left, where we collected boats and were ready, when
nightfall put an end to the conflict.
Strong pickets and support for the
batteries were left, and the troops sent back to the wagons to get rations,

We

We

&c.,

and

sleep.

The next day we crossed and came to their camp. General Echols
was kind enough to send me his staff. Captain Catlett rendered me
great aid. Captains Poor, St. Clair, and Eoche assisted me and were
prompt in communicating my orders. The officers and men acted well.
I

am,

sir,

your obedient servant,

JOHN McCAUSLAND,
Colonel.

Col.

H. Fitzhugh,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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1862.-— Reconnaissance toward Thoroughfare
Aldie, Va.

Report of Brig. 'Gen. David B. Birney, U.

S.

Gap and

Army.

Headquarters First

Division,
Seminary Fa., September 19, 1862.
Sir I have the honor to report that .the Second Pennsylvania Cavalry, Lieutenant-Colonel Brinton, proceeded, under my instructions, in
pursuance of orders from Major-General Heintzelman, on a reconnaissance to within 2 miles of Thoroughfare Gap and 3 miles of Aldie. They
captured some 32 prisoners, 4 wagons, and a number of horses, which
have been brought in. They came within a few miles of General Ewell,
who was on his way to Richmond, and captured 3 of his body guard.
The enemy has withdrawn the force from Bristoe Station, and has
guide, reporting himself as being in the
placed it at Gainesville.
secret service of Generals Banks and Geary, reports 900 wagons at Ashby’s- Gap, guarded by two regiments of cavalry (800), and no force this
I sent the guide to General Banks’ headquarters with the prisonside.
I should like him returned to me, if he is a trusty guide.
ers.
I sent to-day a cavalry force to Annandale, with instructions to take
the road from that place to Accotink Village, thence to the Occoquon
Ferry, with instructions to find out the haunts of a squadron of rebel
cavalry, said to be foraging and scouting on the other side.
I sent two officers and 50 men, with a wagon, loaded with shovels and
It seems that the
I)icks, to the Bull Eun battle-field, to bury the dead.
One hundred and thirty-ninth Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, detailed for that duty, contented themselves with throwing a few clods of
dirt over the dead, leaving uncovered hands and feet.
The slight rains
since have uncovered them.
The detail sent with flag of truce was unarmed.
Yours, respectfully.
D. B. BIRREY,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.
:

A

Ifieutenant-Colonel McKeever,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

SEPTEMBER

16-19, 1862.

—Reconnaissance from Upton’s Hill
Va.,

to Leesburg,

and skirmish.

Report of Col. J. Mansfield Davies, Second

Rew

Yorlc Cavalry.

Headquarters Bayard’s Cavalry,
I

me

have the honor
to the Bull

Upton^s Hill, Va., September 19, 1862.
to report the return of the reconnaissance sent by

Run

Mountains.
companies of cavalry (six of the Second Kew York,
two of the Ninth Pennsylvania, two of the First New Jersey) and a section of Captain Buell’s artillery. They left Upton’s Hill, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Kilpatrick, Second New York Cavalry, at
2 p. m. ,16th instant 5 arrived at Dranesville same night. My instructions Avere for them to leave about midnight for Aldie, or some gap
It consisted of ten
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toward Leesburg.

Intelligence received at Dranesville raised the possia considerable force there, and Colonel Kilpatrick deemed it
best to advance on Leesburg with caution, and ascertain their force.
At Goose Creek he found the bridge away and crossing difficult. The
enemy’s pickets were found at this point. He advanced on Leesburg,
drove their cavalry (numbering almost 200) into the town, and found it
occupied by about 500 infantry, including convalescents and armed
citizens.
few shells, fired over the town, caused these to withdraw
Our forces found several hundred
to a wooded hill, beyond the town.
muskets and rifles, which they destroyed. One 12-pounder howitzer
was brought oft*. Paroled many prisoners and inflicted considerable
loss on the enemy.
Our loss was 2 killed, 12 wounded, and 1 missing. Colonel Kilpatrick
gives great credit to the admirable manner in which our guns were
served, and the conduct of the Tenth Kew York Cavalry, which twice
charged through the town. As far as could be learned, the enemy are
not in any force in either Snicker’s or Ashby’s Gap, or Yestal’s Gapj
small scouting parties being, however, numerous in front of the Blue
Kidge. The force at Leesburg was principally composed of convalescents, and cavalry sent to escort them. The whole country, from Warrenton to Leesburg, is filled with sick soldiers, abandoned on the wayside by the enemy. The expedition seems to have been conducted with
spirit and judgment by Lieutenant-Colonel Kilpatrick.
bility of

A

Colonel^

Lieutenant-Colonel McKeever,
Chief of Staffs Third Army Corps.

J. M. DAVIES,
Commanding Brigade.

:

Embracing documents received too

late for insertion in proper sequence.

Report of Maj. Silas M. Baily, Eighth Pennsylvania Reserves^ of
battles of South Mountain (14^/i) and Antietam, Md. {17th).

September

21, 1862.

Sir I have the honor to make the following report of the battles of
September 14 and September 17, 1862
On the afternoon of the 14th, the Eighth Eegiment Pennsylvania
Eeserve Corps came to the foot of the South Mountain. Immediately the division was formed in line of battle, General [Colonel] Magilton’s brigade occupying the left, the Eighth constituting the extreme
left.
Soon after this arrangement, the whole line moved forward. Immediately after arriving at the base of the hill, they became engaged
with the enemy, who were driven at every point, though they brought
forward dilferent regiments during the engagement. It gives me great
pleasure to state that every officer and man behaved with great gallantry still, our loss throws a shade of melancholy over the splendor
of the action. Eirst Lieut. William M. Carter, of Company B, a true
soldier and brave man, fell, mortally wounded, whilst leading his men
One and another of the diflerent commanders
in the deadly conflict.
sealed their devotion to their country's interest by shedding their blood
:

;

on the mountain’s side.
The total loss was 15 killed and 34 wounded.
Capt. C. L. Conner, of Company D, rendered me most important aid
in command of the left wing during the entire action.
September 17. On the afternoon of the 16th, the regiment again came
in conflict with the enemy, who were in large force in the vicinity ot
Sharpsburg. They were immediately thrown into line of battle, and
remained under arms during the night. Early on the morning of the
17th, the Eighth became engaged. Passing from their first position,
through an open field, they were thrown beneath the galling fire of the
unnatural foe. Still, without faltering, they pressed forward to the woods
beyond, which they held against superior numbers until relieved. Our
loss was less than could have been expected 11 fell to rise no more 40
received wounds of different degrees of severity. Coolness and great
firmness characterized both officers and men. Where all did their part
so well, it would be invidious to mention individuals.
Eespectfully submitted.

—

;

;

S.

M. BAILY,

Major, Comdg. Eighth Regiment Pennsylvania Reserve Corps.
Col.

A. L. Magilton,
Comdg. 2d Brigade, 3d Division,

1st

Army

Corps.
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ALTERNATE DESIGNATIONS OF ORGANIZATIONS MENTIONED IN THIS
VOLUME.*
Abraham’s (James) Cavalry. See George JV. Gilmore's Cavalry.
Adams’ (Alexander D.) Infantry. Sgq New York Troops, 27th Regiment.
Adams’ (Alonzo W.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment.
Adams’ (Julius W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 67th Regiment.

,

Aiken’s (D. Wyatt) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 7th Regiment.
Alberger’s (William C.) Infantry. See New York Troops, idth Regiment.
Alexander’s (Charles M.) Infantry. See District of Columbia Troops, 2d Regiment.

Alleghany Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Allen’s (Edward J.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 156th Regiment.
Allen’s (Samuel H.) Cavalry. See Maine Troops, Isi Regiment.
Allen’s (Thomas S.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 2d Regiment.
Ames’ (Adelbert) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 20th Regiment,
Amherst Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Amsden’s (Frank P.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Isi Regiment, Batte^-y G.
Ancell’s (John J.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Anderson’s (E. J.) Artillery. See Thomas Artillery.
Anderson’s (Robert) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 9th Reserves.
Anderson’s (Thomas M.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 12th Regiment, 2d
Battalion.

Andrews’ (George L.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 2d Regiment.
Andrews’ (George L.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 17th Regiment.
Andrews’ (John W.) Infantry. See Delaware Troops, 1st Regiment.
Appelman’s (Hiram) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 8th Regiment.
Arndt’s (Albert) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Battalion.
Ashby’s (Turner) Cavalry.
Ashford’s (John) Infantry.

Ashland

Artillery.

See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 12th Regiment.
See North Carolina Troops, 98th Regiment.

See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Atterbury’s (William) Infantry. See New York Troops, 8Zd Regiment.
Austin’s (Jonathan) Infantry. See New York Troops, 78th Regimenf.
Ayres’ (Romeyn B.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, Battery F.
Babcock’s (Nathan S.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 71th Regiment.

Bachman’s (Alois O.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops,
Bachman’s (W. K.) Artillery. See German Artillery.

19th Regiment.

Baily’s (Silas M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 8th Reserves.
Baker’s (Edward D.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 71st Regiment.
Baker’s (L. S.) Cavalry. See North Carolina Troops, 1st Regiment.
Ballier’s (John F.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 98th Regiment.
Baltins’ (W. L.) Artillery. See Staunton Artillery.

Baltimore Artillery. See Maryland Troops, Confederate.
Bamford’s (Robert C.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 1st Regiment, P. H. B.
Banning’s (Henry B.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 87th Regiment.
Barclay’s (W. P.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 23d Regiment.
Barlow’s (Francis C.) Infantry. See New York Troops, Glsf and G4</t Regiments.
Barnes’ (Almout) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery C.
Barnes’ (Dixon) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 12th Regiment.
Barnes’ (Joseph H.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 29th Regiment.
Bartram’s (Nelson B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 17th Regiment.
Battle’s (C. A.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 3d Regiment.
Baxter’s (De Witt C.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 72d Regiment.
Beach’s (Francis) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 16th Regiment.
*

References are to index following.
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Beal’s (George L.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, \Qtli Regiment.
Becker’s (Gottfried) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 28ih Regiment.
Beckham’s (T. C.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, bth Regiment.

Bedford Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Belton’s (Emory W.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 1st Regiment.
Benjamin’s (Samuel N.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Battery E.

Bennett’s (R. T.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, l^lth Regiment.
Regiment.
Bentley’s (Richard C.) Infantry. See New York Troops,
Black Horse Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, ith Regiment.
Blackshear’s (James A.) Artillery. See Sumter Artillery, Battery 1).
Blessingh’s (Louis von) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, "S7th Regiment.
Bletheu’s (Zebulou B.) Cavalry. See Maine Troops, l.s^ Regiment.
Blumenberg’s (Leopold) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 5th Regiment.
Blunt’s (Matthew M. ) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 12th Regiment, 1,^^ Battalion.

Bolinger’s (Henry C.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 7th Reserves.
Bomford’s (George N.) Infantry. See New York Troops, A2d Regiment.
Bondurant’s (J. W.) Artillery. See Jeff. Davis Artillery.
Bootes (Levi C.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st and 6th Regiments.
Bossert’s (Henry M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 137th Regiment.
Bower’s (C. A.) Artillery. See Bedford Artillery.
Boyce’s (Robert) Artillery. See Macheih Artillery.
Brady Sharpshooters. See Michigan Troops.
Bragg’s (Edward S.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 6th Regiment.
Branch Artillery. See North Carolina Troops.

Branch’s (James R.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Braxton’s (C. M.) Artillery. See Frederickshurg Artillery.
Brestel’s (Charles) Infantry. See New York Troops, 7th Regiment.
Brewer’s (Melvin) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 1st Regiment.
Brien’s (L. Tiernan) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, Is^ Regiment.
Brinton’s (Joseph P.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 2d Regiment.
Brisbane’s (William) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 49th Regiment.
Brockenbrough’s ( J. Bowyer) Artillery. See Baltimore Artillery.
Brooke’s (James V.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Brooke’s (John R.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 53d Regiment.

Brooks Artillery. See South Carolina Troops.
Brown’s (B.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 19th Regiment.
Brown’s (Hamilton A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, 1st Regiment.
Brown’s (Henry W.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 3d Regiment.
Brown’s (Joseph N.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 14th Regiment.
Brown’s (.1. S.) Artillery. See Wise Artillery.
Brown’s (W. Harvey) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 14th Regiment, IstBattalion.

Brown’s (William D.) Artillery.
Brown’s (William M.) Artillery.
Browne’s (William H.) Iirfantry.
Browne’s (William H.) Infantry.
B men’s (John T.) Artillery. See

See Chesapeake Artillery.
^
See Rockbridge Artillery.
See New York Troops, 36th Regiment.
See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 45th Regiment.
New York Troops, 10th Battery.
Brundage’s (Charles R.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 60th Regiment.
Bryan’s (Thomas A.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Buck’s (Samuel L.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 2d Regiment.
Bucktails, Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 13th Regiment, Reserves.
Buell’s (Frank) Artillery. See West Virginia Troops, Battery C.
Bull’s (James H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 66th Regiment.
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Sop MaHmchiisethi Troops, 12th liegimcnt.
JTew York Troops,

iV.kl

liegiment.

See Virginid Troops, Confederate, 2d Itegimeni.
Sec Maine Troops, (jlk Jieginient.
Butler’s (Beiijamiu) Infantry. See Xeiv York Troops fXYl Eeginient.
Butler’s (John II.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Battery G.
Butler’s (M. C.) Cavalry. See South Carolina Troops, 2d Regiment.
Byrnes’ (James N.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 2d Regiment, Reserves.
Cabell’s (George C.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, ISth Regiment.
Cake’s (Henry L.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, doth Regiment.
Callis’ (John B.) Infantry.
See Wisconsin Troops, 7th Regiment.
Campbell’s (Jacob M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, bltli Regiment.
Campbell’s (J. C.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, I8th Regiment.
Campbell’s (Joseph B.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, Uh Regiment, Battery B.
Candler’s (John H.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 48th Regiment.
Cantey’s (E. B.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 6th Regiment.
Caraher’s (Andrew P.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 28th Regiment.
See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, BatCarlisle’s (J. Howard) Artillery.
tery E.
Carlton’s (H. H.) Artillery. See Troup Artillery.
Carman’s (Ezra A.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 16th Regiment.
Carpenter’s (Joseph) Artillery. See Alleghany Artillery.
Carrington’s (James McD.) Artillery. See Charlottesville Artillery.
Carroll’s (Howard) Infantry. See Neiv York Troops, 105th Regiment.
Carruth’s (Sumner) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 65th Regiment.
Carter’s (B. F.) Infantry. See Texas Troops, 4th Regiment.
Carter’s (Thomas H.) Artillery. 8iGe King William Artillery.
Caskie’s (William H.) Artillery. See Hampden Artillery.
Cavanagh’s (James) Infantry. See New York Troops, 69ih Regiment.
Chapin’s (Robert H. ) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Battery M.
Chapman’s (Alford B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 57th Regiment.
Chapman’s (G. B.) Artillery. See Monroe Artillery.

Chapman’s (George H.) Cavalry. See Indiana
Chapman’s (William H.) Artillery. See Dixie
Charlottesville Artillery.

Troops, 6d Regiment.
Artillery.

See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Chesapeake Artillery. See Maryland Troops, Confederate.
Chew’s (R. P.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Chicago Dragoons.

See Frederick Schamheck’s Cavalry.

Childs’ (James H.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 4th Regiment.
Childs’ (Jonathan W.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 4th Regiment.
Christie’s (Daniel H. ) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, 26d Regiment.

Clarke’s (J. Lyle) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 60th Battalion.
Clarke’s (Melvin) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 66th Regiment.
Clark’s (John) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 6d Reserves.
Clark’s (John B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 126d Regiment.
Clark’s (Joseph C.,jr.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4th Regiment, Battery E.
Clark’s (William S.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 21st Regiment.
Cobb’s Legion. See. Georgia Troops.
Cobb’s (Amasa) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 5th Regiment.
Cochran’s (John L.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, Idth Regiment.
Coffin’s (John N.) Artillery.
See Asa M. CooWs Artillery.
Coke’s (John A.) Artillery. See Williamshurg Artillery.
Cole’s (Christopher C.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, 22d Regiment.
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Cole’s (Heury A.) Cavalry. See Maryland Troops, Union.
Coleman’s (Augustus H.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, Wih Rcyiment.
See Indiana Troops, 27th Regiment.
See New Jersey Troops, 1st Regiment.
Collier’s (Frauk H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 139t/i. Regiment.
Collins’ (Joku) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, bth Regiment.

Colgrove’s
Collet’s

(Sihis) Infantry.

(Mark W.) Infantry.

Colston’s (E. T.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment.
Comly’s (James M.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 2M Regiment.
Congdon’s (James A.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 12tli Regiment.
Conner’s (Freeman) Infantry. See New York Troops, Alih Regiment.
Cook’s (Asa M.) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, 8th Battery.
Cook’s (Benjamin) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 12th Regiment.
Cook’s (David M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, llth Regiment.
Cooke’s (Jokn E.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, 27th Regiment.
Cooper’s (James H.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery B.
Coppens’ (G.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops.
Corliss’ (Augustus W.) Cavalry. See Rhode Island Troops, 7th Squadron.
Coming’s (Josepk W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 33d Regiment.
Corse’s (Montgomery D.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 17th Regiment
Cothran’s (George W. ) Artillery. See Neiv York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery M,
Coulter’s (Eichard) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, llth Regiment.
Courtney Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Cowan’s (Andrew) Artillery. See New York Troops, Isf Battery.
Crane’s (Orrin J.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 7th Regiment.
Crenshaw’s (W. G.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Croasdale’s (Samuel) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 128th Regiment.
Crome’s (George L.) Artillery. See J. R. McMullin’s Artillery.
Cross’ (Edward E.) Infantry. See Neiv Hampshire Troops, 6th Regiment.
Crowder’s (J. T.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 31st Regiment.
Crowninshield’s (Casper) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops, 1st Regiment.
Cumming’s (J. B.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 20th Regiment.
Curtin’s (John I.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, A6th Regiment.
Curti.s’ (Joseph B.) Infantry.
See Rhode Island Trooqjs, Ath Regiment.
Cutshaw’s (W. E.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Daboll’s (Henry W.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 6th Regiment.
Dance’s (W. J.) Artillery. See Powhatan Artillery.
Danville Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
D’Aquin’s (Louis E.) Artillery. See Louisiana Guard, Artillery.
Davidson’s (C. A.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 1st Battalion.
Davidson’s (Greenlee) Artillery. See Letcher Artillery.
Davis’ (Alexander M.) Infantry.* See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 20th Battalion.
Davis’ (Benjamin F.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 8th Regiment.
Davis’ (Hashrouck) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 12th Regiment.
Dawes’ (Eufus E.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 0th Regiment.
Day’s (Levin B.) Infantry. See Delaware Troops, 3d Regiment.
Dearing’s (James) Artillery. See Latham Artillery.
De Bevoise’s (William H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 8Ath Regiment.
Delaney’s (Dennis) Cavalry. See William B. Harrison's Cavalry.
De Lille’s (John) Artillery. Official designation unknown. See John De Lille.
Dement’s (William F.) Artillery. See Maryland Troops, Confederate.
De Rosset’s (William L.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, 3d Regiment.
Derrick’s (Clarence) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 23d Battalion.
De Saussure’s (W. D.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 16th Regiment.
Devereux’s (Arthur F.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, IMh Regiment.
Temporarily commanding.
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Devin’s (Thomas C.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 6th Begiment.
Dick’s (Samuel B. ) Infantry. See Fennsylvania Troops, 9th Reserves.
Diehl’s (William II.) Infantry. See Fennsylvania Troops, 60th Begiment.
Dixie Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Doles’ (George) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, Mh Begiment.
Donaldsonville Artillery. See Louisiana Troops.
Downey’s (Stephen W. ) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 9d Begiment, P. R. B.
Dryer’s (Hiram) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, Rh Begiment.
Duane’s (James C.) Engineers. See Union Troops, Regulars.
Dudley’s (William W.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, Vdth Begiment.
Durell’s (George W. ) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Battery B.

Durham’s

(S. A.)

Infantry.

See South Carolina Troops,

9Pjd

Begiment.

Duryea’s (J. Eugene) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 2d Regiment.
D’Utassy’s (Frederick G.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 2>9th Begiment.
Edgar’s (George M.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 26th Battfilion.
Edgell’s (Frederick M.) Artillery. See New Hampshire Troops, Ist Battery.

Edwards’ (John, jr.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 3d Begiment,
L and M.
Edwards’ (O. E.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, \Wi Begiment.

Batteries

Elder’s (James G.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 126th Begiment.
(Lyman S.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, A7th Begiment.
See Brooks Artillery.
Elliott’s (William) Artillery.
Ely’s (Ralph) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 8ih Begiment.
Eshleman’s (B. F.) Artillery. See Louisiana Washington Artillery, 1th Battery.
Eubank’s (J. L.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Eustis’ (Henry L.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 10th Begiment.
Ewing’s (Hugh) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 30th Begiment.
Faehtz’s (E. F. M.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 6th Begiment.
Fairchild’s (Lucius) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 2d Begiment.
Fauquier Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Feagin’s (I. B.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 16th Begiment.
Fellows’ (Enoch Q.) Infantry. See New Hampshire Troops, 9ih Begiment.
Feltus’ (A. M.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 16th Begiment.
Fillebrown’s (James S.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 10th Begiment.
Fischer’s (F.) Artillery. Official designation unknown. See F. Fischer.
Fiser’s (John C.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 11th Begiment.
Fisher’s (Joseph W.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 6th Reserves.
Fleet’s (W. C.) Artillery. See Middlesex Artillery.
Floyd-Jones (Do L.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 11th Begiment.
Folsom’s (Robert W.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 11th Begiment.
Ford’s (Thomas H.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 32d Begiment.
Forsberg’s (August) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 61st Begiment.
Fowler’s (Henry) Infantry. See New York Troops, 6od Begiment.
Frank’s (John D.) Artillery. See Neiv York Troops, 1st Begiment, Battery G.
Frank’s (Paul) Infantry. See Neiv York Troops, 62d Begiment.
Frank’s (Royal T.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 8ih Begiment.
Fredericksburg Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
French’s (Thomas B.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Frick’s (Jacoh G.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 129th Regiment.
Fry’s (B. D.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 13th Begiment.
Fry’s (C. W.) Artillery. See Orange Artillery.
Garber’s (A. W.) Artillery. See Staunton Artillery.
Garden’s (H. R.) Artillery. See Palmetto Artillery.
Gardner’s (R. D.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 1th Begiment.
Garibaldi Guard, Infantry. See New York Troops, 39th Begiment.
Elliott’s

Chai\ XXXI.]

ORGANIZATIONS MENTIONED.

1099

Ilcyinicnt.
Garrett’s (TIioinaH M.) Infantry. Sco JSforih Carolina TroopH,
Garrison’s (N. J.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops^ 2Slh Jleyiment.
Gary’s (M. W.) Infantry. Soo Hampton Legion.
Gates’ (Tlieodoro B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, SOth Ilegimcnl.
Gayle’s (B. B.) Infantry. Sec Alabama Troops, 12th Regiment.
Georgia Legion Infantry. Sco CobVs Legion.
Gerhardt’s (Joseph) Infantry. See New York Troops, 4()th Regiment.
German Artillery. See South Carolina Troops.
Gibbon’s (John) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, \th Regiment, Ifatterg 11.
Gibson’s (Horatio G.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, ‘M Regiment, Ralleries
C and G.
Gile’s (George W.) Infantry. See Rennsylvania Troops, S8th Regiment.
Gilmore’s (George W.) Cavalry. See TJ^est Virginia Troops.
Glassie’s (Daniel W.) Artillery. See Seth J. Simmonds^ Artillery.
Glover’s (Thomas C.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 21st Regiment.
Golladay’s (J. B.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, ‘.IM Regiment.
Gordon’s (George A.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment.
Gordon’s (John B.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 6th Regiment.
Gould’s (J. Parker) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, VM,h Regiment.
Graham’s (John H.) Artillery. See Neio York Troops, 6th Regiment, Heavy.
Graham’s (Samuel) Artillery. See Neiv York Troops, 6th Regiment, Heavy.
Graham’s (William M.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, BaVy K.
Grandy’s (Charles R. ) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Grant’s (LeAvis A.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 6ih Regiment.
Graves’ (Frank) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 8th Regiment.
Graybill’s (T. ) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 28th Regiment.
Gregory’s (Edgar M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 91s^ Regiment.
Grice’s (W. L.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, A6ih Regiment.
Griffin’s (Charles) Artillery.
See Union Troops, Regulars, 6th Regiment, Battery D.
Griffin’s (Simon G.) Infantry.
See New Hampshire Troops, 6th Regiment.
Griffith’s (A. J.) Infantry.
See North Carolina Troops, lAth Regiment.
Grimes’ (Bryan) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Ath Regiment.
Grimes’ (Carey F.) Artillery. See Portsmouth Artillery.
Grover’s (Ira G.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 7th Regiment.
Guiney’s (Patrick R.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, dth Regiment.
Giistin’s (Richard) Infantry. Soo Pennsylvania Troops, 12th Reserves.
GAvyn’s (James) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, II 8//1 Regiment.
Hains’ (Peter C.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Battery M.
Haldeman’s (Isaac L.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 12Ath Regiment.
Hall’s (E. D.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, A6th Regiment.
Hall’s (Michael) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops,
Regiment, Battery D.
Hall’s (Norman J.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 7th Regiment.
Hamilton’s Artillery. Official designation unknown. See Sergeant Hamilton.
Hamilton’s (D. II.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, ls^ Regiment, P. A.
Hammersly’s (William W.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 128th Regiment.
Hampden Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Hampton Legion. See South Carolina Troops.
Hampton’s (Robert B.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Battery F.
Hanover Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Hard’s (John S.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 7th Regiment.
Hardaway’s (R. A.) Artillery. See Alabama Troops.
Harman’s (A. W.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 12th Regiment.
Harman’s (M. G.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 62d Regiment.
Harris’ (John L.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, 2ith Regiment.
Harris’ ( Skidmore) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 2d Regiment.
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Harrison’s (William B.) Cavalry. See JFest Virf/iitia Troo^js.
Harrow’s (William) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 14f/i liegimenl.
Hart’s (J. F.) Artillery. See South Carolina Troops, Washington Artillery.
Hartranft’s (John F.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, blst liegiment.
Hatch’s (William B.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 4th Eegimeni.
Hawley’s (Joseph W. ) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 12R/^ Regiment.
Hayes’ ( Josejih) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, IQth Regiment.
Hayes’ (Rutherford B.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 23d Regiment.
Hazard’s (John G.) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, let Regiment, Battery B.
Hazlett’s (Charles E.) Artillery.
See Union Troops, Regulars, 3th Regiment, Battery D.
Henagan’s (John W.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 8th Regiment.
Hewitt’s (Sylvester M.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 32d Regiment.
Hexamer’s (William) Artillery. See Neiv Jersey Troops, 1st Battery.
Higgins’ (Jacob) Infantry. See Pennsylvariia Troops, 123th Regiment.
Hildebrandt’s (Hugo) Infantry. See New York Troops, 39th Regiment.
Hildt’s) George H.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 30th Regiment.
Hill’s (R. C.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, 48th Regiment.
Hilton’s (M.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 22d Regiment.
Hinks’ (Edward W.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 19th Regiment.
Hobson’s (E. L.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 3th Regiment.
Hoffman’s (Henry C.) Infantry. See Neiv York Troops, 23d Regiment.
Hoffman’s (John J.) Cavalry. See West Vvrginia Troops, 2d Regiment.
Hofmann’s (J. William) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 36ih Regiment.
Holcombe Legion. See South Carolina Troops.
Holmes’ (William R.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 2d Regiment.
Holt’s (Willis C.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 19th Regiment.
Hoole’s ( A. J.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 8th Regiment.
Hooper’s (Charles M.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 3>th Battalion.
Hopkinson’s (Oliver) Infantry. See Delaware Troops, 1st Regiment.
Howard’s (G. A.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 7th Regiment.
Huckstep’s (Charles T.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Hudson’s (Henry W.) Infantry. See Neiv York Troops, 82d Regiment.
Huger’s (Frank) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Humphreys’ (Benjamin G.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 21st Regiment.
Hunt’s (Charles J.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 7th Regiment.
Hunton’s (Eppa) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 8th Regiment.
Hupp’s (A.) Artillery. See Salem Artillery.
Huson’s (William) Infantry. See Neiv York Troops, 12th Regiment.
Hyde’s (Breed N.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 3d Regiment.
Hyde’s (Thomas W.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 7th Regiment.
Hyman’s (J. H.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, 13th Regiment.
Irwin Artillery. See Sumter Battalion, Battery E.
Isler’s (John B.) Sharpshooters. See Union Troops, Volunteers, 1st Regiment.
Iverson’s (Alfred) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, 29th Regiment.
Jackson’s (Lyman J.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 11th Regiment.
Jackson’s (Nathaniel J.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 3th Regiment.
Jackson’s (Samuel M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 11th Reserves.
Jardine’s (Edward) Infantry. See New York Troops, 89th Regiment.
Jeff. Davis Artillery. See Alabama Troops.
See Mississipvi Troops.
Jeff. Davis Legion, Cavalry.
Johnson’s (Charles A.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 23th Regiment.
Johnson’s (George W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 49th Regiment.
Johnson’s (John R.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Johnson’s (Marmaduke) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

.
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Johnson’s (Riley) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 6iJi Begiment.
Johnston’s (F. M.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, Idtli Begiment.
Jones’ (Cadwalader) Infantry. See Soiitli Carolina Troops, 12f/i Begiment.
Jones’ (Theodore) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, ZOiJi Begiment.
Jones’ (William B.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Jordan’s (T. C.) Artillery. See Bedford Artillery.
Kearse’s (F.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, ^Oth Begiment.
Keenan’s (Peter) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 8th Begiment.
Kelly’s (James) Infantry. See New York Troops, 69th Begiment.
Kelly’s (Patrick) Infantry. See New York Troops, 88th Begiment.
Kennedy’s (John D.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 2d Begiment.
Kerr’s (James K.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, Uh Begiment.
Key’s (John C.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, Aith Begiment.
Kimball’s (Edgar A. ) Infantry. See New York Troops, 9th Begimen t.
Kimball’s (John W.) See Massachusetts Troops, I'otli Begiment.
Kingsbury’s (Henry W.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 11th Begiment.
King William Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Kirby’s (Edmund) Artillery. See Union Troops, Begulars, 1st Begiment, Battery I.
Kirkpatrick’s (Thomas J.) Artillery. See Amherst Artillery.
Kleiser’s (Alfred von) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Battalion, Battery B.
Knap’s (Joseph M.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Battery E.
Knipe’s (Joseph F.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, A6th Begiment.
Kusserow’s (Charles) Artillery. See Neiv York Troops, Isi Battalion, Battery D.
Lancers, Cavalry. See Bichard H. Bush’s Cavalry.
Lane’s (James C.) Infantry. See Neiv York Troops, 192d Begiment
Lane’s (John) Artillery. See Sumter Artillery, Battery E.
Langner’s (Robert) Artillery. See Neiv York Troops, 1st Battalion, Battery C.
Latham Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Latham’s (A. C.) Artillery. See Branch Artillery.
Latham’s (D. P.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, Atli Begiment.
Latimer’s (J. W.) Artillery. See Courtney Artillery.
Leake’s (W. D.) Artillery. See Turner Artillery.
Leckey’s (David A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania TroojJS, 100th Begiment.
Lee Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Lee’s (William R.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 20th Begiment.
Leech’s (William A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 90th Begiment.
Lemon’s (George F.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 32d Begiment.
Letcher Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Lewis’ (Enoch E.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 71st Begimei
Lewis’ (John W.) Artillery. See Virginia Troopis, Confederate.
Liddell’s (P. F.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 11th Begiment.
Little’s (F. H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 11th Begiment.
Littlefield’s (Calvin) Infantry. See New York Troops, 9Ath Begiment.
Livingston’s (D.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 1st Begiment, Volunteers.
Lloyd’s (W. P.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops.
Lockert’s (James W.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, lAth Begiment.
Lord’s (Newton B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 36th Begiment.
Loud’s (P. H.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 10th Begiment.
Loudoun Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Loudoun Rangers, Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Union.
Louisiana Guard, Artillery. See Louisiana Troops.
Lowry’s (William M.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Luse’s (William H.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 18th Begiment.
Lusk’s (John A. M.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Lyle’s (Peter) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 90th Begiment.
.
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Lyman’s (Chauncey A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, Itli Reserves.
Lyon’s (Henry W.) Cavalry. See Neio York Troops, 6th Regiment.
McAfee’s (Lee M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, A^tli Regiment.
McArthur’s (Joseph H.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 6th Regiment.
Macbeth Artillery. See South Carolina Troops.
McCarter’s (James M.) Infantry.

See Pennsylvania Troops,

93^?

Regiment.

McCarthy’s (E. S.) Artillery. See Richmond Howitzers, 1st Company.
McCarthy’s (Jeremiah) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery C.
McCausland’s (John) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 36th Regiment.
McCorkle’s (W. H.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, V2lh Regiment.
McCormick’s (Thomas H.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1th Regiment.
McCrady’s (Edward, jr.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, Isf Regiment, P. A.
McElroy’s (Kennou) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, VMh Regiment.
McGee’s (Dennis) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 13th Reserves.
McGilvery’s (Freeman) Artillery. See Maine Troops, 6ih Battery.
McGrath’s (Eugene, sr.) Heavy Artillery. See New York Troops, 6th Regiment.
McGregor’s (J. A.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 11 th Regiment.
McGregor’s (John D.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 1th Regiment.
McIntosh’s (D. G.) Artillery. See Pee Dee Artillery.
McIntyre’s (James B.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1th Regiment.
McKeen’s (H. Boyd) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 81si Regiment.

McKibbin’s (David

B.) Infantry.

See Union Troops, Regulars, 11th Regiment, 2d

Battalion.

McKie’s (.John, jr.) Infantry. See New York
McLemore’s (O. K.) Infantry. See Alabama

McMahon’s

Troops, 22d Regiment.
Troops, 1th Regiment.

Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 63d Regiment.
McMaster’s (F. W.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 11th Regiment.
McMichael’s (Richards) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 63d Regiment.
McMullin’s (James R.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 1st Battery.
McNeil’s (Hugh W.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 13th Regiment, Reserves
(J. J.)

Rifles).

Macon’s (M.

(1st

--O
C.) Artillery.

See Richmond Fayette Artillmny.

McPhail’s (John B.) Infantry.

See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 66th Regiment.

McQuade’s (James) Infantry. See New York Troops, 11th Regiment.
McRae’s (D. K.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, 6th Regiment.
McReynolds’ (Andrew T.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, ls< Regiment.
MacThomson’s (James) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Ti'oops, 161th Regiment.
Madison Artillery. See Louisiana Troops.
Magill’s (W. J.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, Isi Regiment, Regulars.
Magimiis’ (Arthur) Infantry. See Delaware Troops, 3d Regiment.
Magruder Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Maidhof’s (Joachim) Infantry. See New York Troops, 11th Regiment, Afiliiia.
Mallon’s (James E.) Infantry. SeeAew York Troops, 12d Regiment.
Manly’s (B. C.) Artillery. See North Carolina Troops.
Mann’s (Daniel P.) Cavalry. See Oneida Cavalry.
Manning’s (S. M.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 19th Regiment.
Mapes’ (William H. H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 28th Regiment.
Marsh’s (W. T.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, 1th Regiment.
Marshall’s (Elisha G.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 13th Regiment.
Marshall’s (John W.) Infantry. See Nexv York Troops, 16th Regiment.
Marshborne’s (S. W.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 63d Regiment.
Martin’s (Augustus P.) Artillery. See Alassachu setts Troops, Battery 3d (C).
Martin’s (Leonard) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 6th Regiment, Battery F.
Martin’s (W. T.) Cavalry. See Jeff. Davis Legion.
Marye’s (E. A.) Artillery. See Fredericksburg Artillery.
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See Virginia Troops Confederate.
,

Matheson’s (Roderick) Infantry. See New York Troops, ‘S2d Begvnent.
Matthews’ (Ezra W.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery F.
Maulsby’s (William P.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, Ist Regiment, P. U. B.
Maurin’s (Victor) Artillery. See Donaldsonville Artillery.
Means’ (Samuel C.) Cavalry. See Loudoun Rangers.
Medill’s (William H.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, Qth Regiment.
Meredith’s (Solomon) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 19tli Regiment.
Middlesex Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Miles’ (Nelson A.) Infantry. See New York Troops, dlstandMlh Regiments.
Milledge’s ( John, jr.) Artillery, See Georgia Troops.
Miller’s (F. P.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, 21st Regiment.
Miller’s (M. B.) Artillery. See Louisiana Troops, Washington Artillery, 3d Battery.
Miller’s (Marcus P.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 4t/t Regiment, Battery G.
Millican’s (W. T.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, Voth Regiment.
Mitchell’s (A. O.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, AAth Regiment.
Monier’s (Henry D.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, IQth Regiment.
Monroe Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Monroe’s (J. Albert) Artillery. See Rhode Islaild Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery D.
Montague’s (E. B.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, ^2d Regiment.
Moody’s (G. V.) Artillery. See Madison Artillery.
Moorman’s (M. N.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Morehead’s (Turner G.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, lOilth Regiment.
Morris Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Morrison’s (David) Infantry. See New York Troops, 79th Regiment.
Morrison’s (E. M.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, W)th Regiment.
Muhlenberg’s (Charles P.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, XAh Regiment, Battery A.
Muhlenberg’s (Edward D. ) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1th Regiment, Battery F.

Muirheid’s (Henry P.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 6th Regiment.
Mulligan’s (James A.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 23d Regiment.
Munford’s (Thomas T.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment.
Murphy’s (John McL.) Engineers. See New York Troops, IXAh Regiment.
Myers’ (George R.) Infantry. See New York Troops, ISth Regiment.
Myers’ (Henry R.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 88th Regiment.
Myers’ (S. B.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 7th Regiment.
Nance’s (James D.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 3d Regiment.
Naylor’s (John E.) Cavalry. See New York Troops, 2d Regiment.
Neal’s (Janies H.) Infantry, See Georgia Troops, 19th Regiment.
Neill’s (Tliomas H.) Infantry.

See Pennsylvania Troops, 23d Regiment.
Nelson’s (G. W.) Artillery. See Hanover Artillery.
Nevin’s (David J.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 62d Regiment.
Newton’s (J. M.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 6th Regiment.
Nolan’s (M.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 1st Regiment.
Northrup’s (Charles) Infantry. See New York Troops, 97th Regiment.

Norvell’s (Edward) Artillery. See G. G. Otey’s Artillery.
Nyce’s (John) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, Ath Reserves.
Oakford’s (Richard A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 1.32d Regiment.
©’Brian’s (John D.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 21th Regiment.
O’Neal’s (E. A.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 26th Regiment.
Oneida Cavalry. See New York Troops.
O’Neill’s (.Joseph) Infantry. See New York Troops, 63d Regiment.
Orange Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Orr’s (J.ames L.) Rifles. See South Carolina, Troops,
Regiment.
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Otey’s (G. G.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Overton’s (Edward) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 50</t Regiment.
Owen’s (Charles D.) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery G.
Ovven’s (Joshua T.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 6dth Regiment.
Owen’s (Samuel W.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 3d Regiment.
Page’s (A. C.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, "ilst Regiment.
Page’s (R. C. M.) Artillery. See Morris Artillery.
Page’s (T. J., jr.) Artillery. See Magruder Artillery.
Palmer’s (Oliver H.) Infantry. See New York Troops, lOSth Regiment.
Palmer’s (William J.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, Voth Regiment.

Palmetto Artillery. See South Carolina Troops.
Palmetto Sharp.shooters. See South Carolina Troops.
Pardee’s

(Ario, jr.) Infantry.
See Pennsylvania Troops, 28th Regiment.
Parisen’s (Philip J.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 57th Regiment.
Parker’s (F. M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, 30th Regiment.
Parker’s (Francis J.) Infantry See Massachusetts Troops, 32d Regiment.
Parker’s (W. W.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Parry’s (Augustus C.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 47th Regiment.
Patterson’s (George M.) Artillery. See Sumter Artillery, Battery B.
Patton’s (George S.), Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 22d Regiment
Paxton’s (John C.) Cavalry. See West Virginia Troops, 2d Regiment.
Pee Dee Artillery. See South Carolina Troops.
Pegram’s (R. G.) Artillery. See James R. BrancVs Artillery.
Pegram’s (W. J.) Artillery. See Purcell Artillery.
Pelham’s (John) Artillery. See Stuart Horse Artillery.
Perkins’ (Sanford H.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 14th Regiment.
Perrin’s (James M.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 1st Regiment, Rifles.
Pettes’ (William H.) Engineers. See New York Troops, 50th Regiment.
Pettit’s (Rufus D.) Artillery. See New York Troofls, 1st Regiment, Battery B.
Peyton’s (Jefferson) Artillery. See Orange Artillery.
Phillips’ (John C.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 2d Regiment, Battery M.
Pickens’ (Samuel B.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, 12th Regiment.
Pinto’s (Francis E.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 31st Regiment.
Pittsburgh Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Battery F.
Poage’s (Thomas) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 5>0th Regiment.
Poague’s (William T.) Artillery. See Rockbridge Artillery.
Poland’s (John S.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d and 10th Regiments.
Porter’s (Josiah) Artillery. See Massachusetts Troops, Battery 1st {A).
Portsmouth Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Post’s (Henry A. V.) Sharpshooters. See Union Troops, Volunteers, 2d Regiment.
Potter’s (Robert B.) Infantry. See New York Troops, blst Regiment.
Potts’ (Benjamin F.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 26th Battery.
Powell’s (Eugene) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 66th Regiment.
Powhatan Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Prevost’s (Charles M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 118th Regiment.
Pulaski Artillery. See Georgia Troops.
Purcell Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Purdie’s (Thomas J.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, 18th Regiment.
Purnell Legion. See Maryland Troops, Union.
Pye’s (Edward) Infantry. See New York Troops, 95th Regiment.
Quay’s (Matthew S.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 134th Regiment.
Raine’s (Charles I.) Artillery. See Lee Artillery.
Randol’s (Alanson M.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, Ist Regiment, Batteries

E and

G.

Randolph’s (Robert) Cavalry.

See Black Horse Cavalry.
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Ransom’s (Duubar

R.) Artillery.

See Union Troops, Regulars, 5th Regiment, Bat-

tery C.

Ransom’s (M. W.) Infantry.

See North Carolina Troops, 35th Regiment.

Raphael’s (William) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 28th Regiment.
Rathbone’s (John C.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, Wth Regiment.
Read’s (JohnP. W. ) Artillery. See Pulaski Artillery.
Reedy’s (John W.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, 3d Regiment.
Reilly’* (James) Artillery. See Rowan Atdillery.
Reno’s (Marcus A.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment.
Reynolds’ (John A.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery L.
Rhett’s (A. B.) Artillery. See Brooks Artillery.
Rice’s (W. H.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Richardson’s (J. B. ) Artillery. See Louisiana Troops, Washington Arty., 2d Batty.
Richardson’s (Richard II.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 25th Regiment.
Richmond Fayette Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Richmond Howitzers, Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Rigby’s (Silas F.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, Wilder Battery.

Ringgold Artillery.

See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Ringold’s (Beujaminj Infantry. See New York Troops, 103J Regiment.
Roberts’ (Charles W.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 2d Regiment.
Roberts’ (G. M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, 2d Regiment.
Roberts’ (R. Biddle) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, Isit Reserves.
Robertson’s (James M.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Batteries B and L.
Robinson’s (Lucius N.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery L.
Robinson’s (O’Neil W.) Artillery. See Maine Troops, 4f/t Battery.

Rockbridge Artillery.

See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Rodgers’ (James G.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 12tli Regiment.
Rogers’ (A. L. ) Artillery. See Loudoun Artillery.
Rogers’ (William F.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 21st Regiment.
Ross’ (II. M.) Artillery. See Sumter Artillery, Battery A.
Rosser’s (Thomas L.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 5th Regiment.

Rowan

Artillery.

See North Carolina Troops.

Rowley’s (Thomas A.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops,
RufFs (S. Z.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 18th Regiment.
Ruffin’s (Thomas, jr.) Infantry.

102fZ

Regiment.

Sec North Carolina Troops, V3th Regiment.
See Wisconsin Troops, 3d Regiment.
Rush’s (Richard H.) Lancers. See Pennsylvania Troops, 5th Regiment, Cavalry.
Russell’s (Charles H.) Cavalry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 1st Regiment.
Russell’s (David A.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 7th Regiment.
Russell’s (W. H. II.) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, Atli Regiment.
Russell’s (William F.) Sharpshooters. See Minnesota Troops, 2d Company.
Rutledge’s (H. M.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troogis, 25th Regiment.
Salem Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Sammon’s (Simeon) Infantry. See New York Troops, 115lh Regiment.
Sanders’ (William P.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 5ih Regiment.
Saunders’ (John) Sharpshooters. See Massachusetts Troops, l.sZ Company.
Sawyer’s (Franklin) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 8ih Regiment.
Schambeck’s (Frederick) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops.
Scruggs’ (L. H.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, Ath Regiment.
Seaman’s (Jonas) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 3d Company i Independent).
Searing’.s (William M.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 30th Regiment.
Seaver’s (Joel J.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 15th Regiment.
Segoine’s (JeSvSe) Infantry. See New York Troops, Mlth Regiment.
Schlen's (John C. IT. von) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 15ih Battery.
Riiger’s

(Thomas

70

R

II.)

Infantry.
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Selfridge's (James L.) Infantry. See Fennsylvania Troops, iGth Eegiment.
Seymour’s (Frederick A.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 7th Eegiment.

Seymour’s (George E.) Infantry.
Slialer’s (Alexander) Infantry.

See Pennsylvania Troops, 109</i Eegiment.
See New York Troops, GGth Eegiment.

Shamburg’s Cavalry.

Maryland Troops, Union, \st Eegiment.
Shaut’s (William B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 131si Eegiment.
Shepard’s (S. G.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, 7th Eegiment.
Sherrill’s (Eliakirn) Infantry. See New York Troops, 12Gth Eegiment.
Sigfried’s (Joshua K.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania 'Troops, A8th Eegiment.
See North Carolina Troops, GOtli Eegiment.
Sillers’ (William W.) Infantry.

Simmonds’

(Seth J.) Artillery.

See Kentneky Troops, Union.

Simpson’s (Benjamin L.) Infantry. See Purnell Legion.
Simpson’s (John G. ) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Ist Eegiment, Battery A.
Simpson’s (W. D.) Infant,ryfy. See South Carolina Troops, \Ath Eegiment.
g
,

Sims’ (John) Infantry.

See Mississippi Troops, 21st Eegiment.
Sinclair’s (William) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 6th Eeserves.
Skinner’s (Lewis C.) Infantry. See Neio York Troops, IGith Eegiment.
Sloan’s (Thomas) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 53d! Eegiment.
Smith’s (Benjamin H., jr.) Artillery. See Eichmond Howitzers, 3d Company.
Smith’s (C. Ross) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 6th Eegiment.
Smith’s (Edmund L.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Eegulars, 19th Eegiment.
Smith’s (Jonathan P.) Infanti'y. See Pennsylvania Troops, 16lh Eeserves.
Smith’s (Levi B.) Infantry. See Georgia Troops, 27 ih Eegiment.
Smith’s (Richard P.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 71st Eegiment.
Smith’s (William) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, A9th Eegiment.
Snider’s (Joseph) Infantry. See West Virginia Troops, 7th Eegiment.
Snow’s (Alonzo) Artillery. See Maryland Troops, Union, Battery B.
Snow’s (S.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, 12th Eegiment.
Speakman’s (Franklin B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 133d Eegiment.
Spear’s (George C.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 61st Eegiment.
Squires’ (C. W.) Artillery. See Louisiana Troops, Washington' Artillery, 1st Battery.
Stagg’s (Henry R.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 78th Eegiment.
Stamps’ (T. H.) Artillery. See Einggold Artillery.
Stannard’s (George J.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 9th Eegiment.
-

Staunton Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Steedman’s (J. M.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops,

6th Eegiment.

Steel’s (James) Infantry. See Sturges Eifles.
Steere’s (William H. P.) Infantry. See Ehode Lsland Troops, 4th Eegiment.
Steiner’s (John A.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 1st Eegiment, P. U. B.

Stevens' (P. F.) Infantry. See Holcombe Legion.
Stewart’s (James) Artillery. See Union Troops, Eegulars, 4th Eegiment, Battery B.
Stone’s (J. M.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 2d Eegiment.
Stoughton’s (Charles B.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 4th Eegiment.
Stowe’s (Leroy W.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, 16ih Eegiment.
Stowe’s (William A.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, 16th Eegiment.
Strange’s (JohnB.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 19th Eegiment.
Stribling’s (Robert M.) Artillery. See Fauquier Artillery.
Strieker’s (David L.) Infantry. See Delaware Troops, 2d Eegiment.
Strong’s (H. B.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 6th Eegiment.
Stuart Horse Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Stuart’s (William) Artillery. See New York Troops, 3d Battery.
Stuart’s (William D.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 66th Eegiment.
Sturges Rifles. See Lllinois Troops.
Sudsburg’s (Joseph M.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, Union, 3d Eegiment.
Suiter’s (James A.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 34th Eegiment.

ORGANIZATIONS MENTIONED.

Chaf. XXXI.]

Sully’s (Alfred) Infantry.

See Minnesota Troops,

Sweitzer’s (Jacob B.) Infantry.

Regiment,

1st

Summat’s (George J.) Cavalry. See Maine Troops,
Sumter Battalion, Artillery. See Georgia Troops.
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1st Regiment.

See Pennsylvania Troops, 62d Regiment.

Taft’s (Elijah D.) Artillery. See New York Troops, 6th Battery.
Talley’s (William C.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, Is^ Reserves.
Tew’s (C. C.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, 2d Regiment.

Thomas

Artillery.

See Virginia Troops, Confederate.

Thomas’ (Evan) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, ith Regiment, Batteries A and C.
Thompson’s (Charles) Artillery. See Louisiana Guard, Artillery.
Thompson’s (James) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Battery C.
Thompson’s (John H.) Artillery. See Portsmouth Artillery.
Thornton’s (John T.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, '3d Regiment.
Tidball’s (John C.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Battery A.
Tidball’s (William L.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 6Dth Regiment.
Tilton’s (William S.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 22d Regiment.
Titus’ (Jonas H. jr.) Sharpshooters. See Brady Sharpshooters.
Titus’ (Silas) Infantry. See New York Troops, 122d Regiment.
Toland’s (John T.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 3Ath Regiment.

Tompkins’ (John A.) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery A.
Town’s (Gustavus W.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 96th Regiment.
Trimble’s (William H.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 60th Regiment.
Troup Artillery. See Georgia Troops.
Turner Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Turner’s (Ike N. M.) Infantry. See Texas Troops, 6th Regiment.
Turner’s (W. H.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Turney’s (Peter) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, Is^ Regiment, P. A.
Tuttle’s (Oscar L.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 6th Regiment.
Upton’s (Emory) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Battery D.
Vanneman’s (Theodore J.) Artillery. See Alonzo Snoiv’s Artillery.
Van Reed’s (William E.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 6th Regiment, Battery

E.

Van Valkenburgh’s

See New York Troops, 197lh Regiment.
See New York Troops, 29th Regiment.

(R. B.) Infantry.

Vegesack’s (Ernest von) Infantry.

Vincent’s (Albert O.) Artillery. See James M. Robertson’s Artillery.
Voss’ (Arno) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 12th Regiment.
Wainwiight’s (William P.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 16th Regiment.
Walbridge’s (James H.) Infantry. See Vermont Troops, 2d Regiment.
Walker’s (Thomas M.) Infantry., See Pennsylvania Troops, 111th Regiment.
Wallace’s (W. H.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, ISlh Regiment.
Walton’s (David IT.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, '3'3d Regiment.
Walton’s (John B.) Artillery. See Washington Artillery, Louisiana Troops.

Wanner’s (Joel B.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 128th Regiment.
Ward’s (John E.) Infantry. See Connecticut Troops, 8th Regiment.
Ward’s (William G.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 12th Regiment, Militia.
Warner’s (Adoniram

•

J.) Infantry.

See Pennsylvania Troops, IQth Regiment, Reserves.
See Louisiana Troops.
Artillery. See South Carolina Troops.
(Richard) Artillery. See Rhode Island Troops, Is^ Regiment, Battery C.
Watkins’ (Thomas C.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 22d Regiment.
Watson’s (David) Artillery. See Richmond Howitzers, 2d Company.
Webb’s (Robert F.) Infantry. See North Carolina Troops, 6th Regiment.

Washington
Washington
Waterman’s

Artillery.

Weed’s (Stephen H.)

Artillery.

See Union Troops, Regulars, 6th Regiment, Battery

Wehle’s (Julius) Infantry. See New York Troops, 66th Regiment.
Welch’s (Norval E.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 16th Regiment.
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Welton’s (Henry

S.) Infantry.

N. VA.,

W. VA., MD., AND PA.

[Chap.

XXXI.

See Union Troops, Tegulars, Idth Regiment.

Wentworth’s (Lewis E.) Sharpshooters. See Massachusetts Troops, 2(1 Company.
West’s (William) Artillery. Official designation unknown. See (Sergeant) William
West.

Wever’s (Bernhard)

See JVew Yorlc Troops, 1st Battalion, Battery J.
See Massachusetts Troops, Idth Rerjiment.
Wheaton’s (Frank) Infantry. See Rhode Island Troops, 2d Regiment.
White’s (Carr B. ) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, \2ih Regiment.
White’s (E. R.) Infantry. See South Carolina Troops, 23d Regiment.
Wickham’s (Williams C.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, Atk Regiment.
Wilcox’s (Vincent M.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 132d Regiment.
Wild’s (Edward A.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 36th Regiment.
Wilder Artillery. See Indiana Troops.
Wildes’ (Asa W.) Infantry. See Maine Troops, 16th Regiment.
Wilkins’ (John D.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 3d Regiment.
Willard’s (George L.) Infantry. See New Yorlc Troops, \26th Regiment.
Williams’ (David H.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 82d Regiment.
Williams’ (Frederick) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 66th Regiment.
Williams’ (H. J.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 6th Regiment.
Williams’ (J. M.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 2d Regiment.
Williams’ (Robert) Cavalry. See Massachusetts Troops,
Regiment.
Williamsburg Artillery. See Vinjinia Troops, Confederate.

Weymouth’s

Artillery.

(H. G. O.) Infantry.

Willis’ (Edward J.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 16th Regiment.
Williston’s (Edward B.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 2d Regiment, Battery D.
Wilson’s (Frank C.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 27th Regiment.
Wilson’s (John) Infantry. See New York Troops, 43d Regiment.
Wimbish’s (A.) Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Wingfield’s (W. L. ) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 28th Regiment.
Winship’s (Theron S.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 2dth Regiment.
Winslow’s (Cleveland) Infantry. See New York Troops, 6th Regiment.
Winston’s (F. V.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, 13ih Regiment.
Wise Artillery. See Virginia Troops, Confederate.
Wistar’s (Isaac J.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, list Regiment.
Withers’ (R. W.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, A2d Regiment.
Withington’s (William H.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, 17th Regiment.
Wolcott’s (John W.) Artillery. See Maryland Troops, Union, Battery A.
Wooding’s (George W.) Artillery. See Danville Artillery.
Woodruff’s (George A.) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 1st Regiment, Battery I.

Wood’s (John) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 66th Regiment.
Wood’s (William N.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, Confederate, Idth Regiment.
Woodward’s (Orpheus S.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 83d Regiment.
See Ashland Arlillery.
See Texas Troops,
Regiment.
Young’s (John W.) Infantry. See New York Troops, 76th Regiment.
Young’s (P. M. B.) Cavalry. See CohUs Legion,
Zinn’s (Henry I.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 136th Regiment.
Zouaves d’Afrique, Infantry. Sec Pennsylvania Troops.

Woolfolk’s

Work’s

(P., jr.) Artillery.

(P. A.) Infantry.

—

:

INDEX
Brigades, Divisions, Corps, Armies, and improvised organizations are ''Mentioned'’ under name of
commanding officer; State and other organizations under their official designation. {See Alternate
Des'ignations, pp. 1094-1108.)

James P. Mentioned
Abbott, Robert A. Mentioned
Abbott, Robert O. Mentioned
Aborn, Robert. Mentioned
Abraham, James. Mentioned
Ackersa, James L. Mentioned
Adair, J. Mentioned
Adair, J. A. Mentioned
Adams, Alexander D.
Mentioned
Report of battle of Cranipton’s Pass, Md., Sept.
Adams, Alonzo W. Mentioned
Adams, Charles P. Mentioned
Adams, J. J. Mentioned
Adams, Julius W. Mentioned
Adams, R. H. T. Mentioned
Adams, Samuel. Mentioned
Adams, Thomas. Mentioned
Adjutant-General’s Office, IT. S. A.
Correspondence with
Abbitt,

82G
331
Ill
4*22

178
1056

268
974

176,388
14,

392

1862

180,213

315
1028
174

959,982
124, 128-130
878

Army Headquarters
McClellan, George B
Tyler, Daniel

801, 802

182
‘

552,802
530,801

White, Julius
Orders, General, series 1862:
Orders, Special, series 1862:

No. 183, 802.
No. 256,549.

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office, C. S. A.
Correspondence with Robert E. Lee
Orders, General, series 1862: No. 93, 10.55.
Orders, General, series 1863 No. 131, 1055.
Orders, General, series 1864 Nos. 64, 87, 1056.
Aiken, D. Wyatt. Mentioned

144

:

:

Aikins, John F. Mentioned
Alabama Troops. Mentioned.
Artillery, Light Batteries
Hardaway’v^,

803,863-866,868
609

809, G36, 8.38, 1024

;

Jeff. Davi.s,

809, 836, 1020, 1024, 1040.
(

1109 )

—

:

:
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Alabama Troops. Mentioned — Continued.
Infantry

Battalions 5th, 807, 1000.
Regiments 3d, 808, 1024, 1035, 1038
4th, 805,811, 922, 937,9.38; 5th, 808,1023, 1035, 1036, 1038; 6th, 272, 808,
8th, 804, 812, 1056 ; 9th, 10th, 11th, 804, 812 12th,
950, 1023, 1034-1038
;

;

14th, 804, 812; 15th, 806,
813, 973-975, 977; 26th, 808,1024,1035,1036,1038; 44th, 804, 812; 47th,
48th, 808, 813, 1009.
Alberger, William C. Mentioned
177,411
Albright, Charles. Mentioned
331
Alcoke, Richard S. Mentioned
302
Aldie, Va. Eecounaissances to and toward.
Sept. 16, 1862. Report of D. B. Birney
1091
Oct. 8-9,1862
2
''r.l
•\fr‘
Alexander, A. J. Mentioned
1015
Alexander, Charles M. Mentioned
174
Alexander, E. P.
Mentioned
836
Report of operations of Army of Northern Virginia, Oct. 1-Nov. 15, 1862..
153
Allabach, Peter H. Mentioned
175,338,370,371
Allen, David, jr. Mentioned
261
Allen, E. C. Mentioned
358
Allen, Edward J. Mentioned
175
Allen, James. Mentioned
392
Allen, J. H. Mentioned
880
Allen, Newell B. Mentioned
431, 435
180
Allen, Samuel H. Mentioned
Allen, Thomas S. Mentioned
170,249
Allen, T. M. Mentioned
1029
Allison, William. Mentioned
202
Alvord, C. A. Mentioned
282,285,286,289,291
Ambrose, Nathaniel M. Mentioned
615
175
Ames, Adelbert. Mentioned
Amsden, Frank P. Mentioned
172
838
Ancell, John J. Mentioned
394
Anderson, Andrew. Mentioned
1028
Anderson, Archer. Mentioned
153
Anderson, E. W. Mentioned
146,149,150,808,
Anderson, George B. Mentioned
302, 808, 1024,1034-1036,1038; 13th, 809, 1020

;

’

f-

813, 908, 1019-1024, 1026, 1029, 1031-1033, 1037, 1038, 1041, 1046, 1047, 1049

Anderson, George

T.

Mentioned

147, 149, 805, 811, 836,

839, 840, 842, 843, 885, 886, 888, 889, 891, 939, 941, 956, 971, 1020, 1024, 1025

Report of operations Sept. 2-17, 1862, during Maryland Campaign

Anderson, Henry H. Mentioned
Anderson, Richard H. Mentioned

908
1061, 1062

42,45,141,145,150,535,718,726,
785,804,812,813,819,836,839-841,852,853,855-858, 953, 1023, 1026, 1048

Anderson, Robert.
Mentioned
Report of battle of South Mountain, Md., Sept.

51, 172, 186, 191, 269,
14,

1862

270
274

Anderson, Thomas M.
Mentioned

175

Rei)crt of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862

359

Andrews, George

L. (2d Massachusetts).

Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept.

1/9, 474, 480, 481, 485, 494, 497

16-17, 1862

500

nil

INDEX.

Pago.

Andrews, George L.

U.

(17tli

S.

Infantry ).

Mentioned
Report of action near Slieplierdstown,
Andrews, J. N. Mentioned

Andrews, John

175,361

W.

"V

a.,

Sept. 20, 1862

366

359

W.

Mentioned

173, 193

Reports of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862

336,337

Andrews, William H. Mentioned
Andross, Dudley K. Mentioned
Angell,

Manton

Antietam, Md.

202
528,802

Mentioned

C.

Battle

of,

201,289

Sept. 16-17, 1862.

Returns of
843,*861, 862, 925, 974, 1009, 1015
Confederate troops
^
Union troops
34, 35, 189-204
Conmiunications from
Gordon, George
483
McClellan, George B
219
Officers and men of Ricketts’ division commended for gallantry
259-261
Casualties.

H

'

Reports of
Anderson, Thomas

Andrews, George
Andrews, John

M

359

L

500

W

Ayres,

336,337
404

Romeyn B

Baily, Silas

M

1093

Barksdale, William

883

Barlow, Francis C
Benjamin, Samuel
Bennett, R. T

289

Best,

Clermont

N

L

482

M

Blunt,

Matthew

Boyce,
Bragg,

Edward S

358

R

943, 944

254

Brestel, Charles

Brooke, John
Brooks, W. T.

•.

299

H

408

Brundage, Charles
Buck, Samuel L
Cabell, George C
Cake, Henry L
Caldwell, John

901

999
359

R

C

John B

Carman, Ezra
Carter, B.

F

Colgrove, Silas
Collins,

John

385
900
396
284-

501
934

Thomas H
Cavanagh, James
Chapman, Alfred B
Christ, Benjamin C
Coffin, John N

Mark

513, 515

257

A

Carter,

Collet,

288

R

Brown, B
Brown, Joseph N
Brown, W. Harvey

Callis,

436
1047

W

1025, 1030

296
302
438
435
498
384
507
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Sept. 16-17, 1862

of,

— Continued.

Reports of

H

Colquitt, A.

1053

*.

Comly, James M
Cook, Asa M
Cothran, George

467
434

W

482

Cowan, Andrew
Cox, Jacob

405

D

420, 423

Crane, Orrin J
Crawford, Samuel W..
Crook, George
Cross,

471

Edward E

288

B

Curtis, Joseph

.

506
484

455

Dana, Napoleon J.
Day, Levin B
Doubleday, Abner
Dryer, Hiram
Dudley, William

Durham,

S.

T

319

514

223
356

W

251

A

950

Edwards, O. E
Ewing, Hugh
Feltus, A.

998
463

M

884

Fillebrown, Janies S
Fowler, Henry

488

295

Frank, John D
Franklin, William B
French, William H
Frobel, B.

925

Thomas

Gary, M-

323

W

Garnett, Richard
Garrett,

325

376

W

B

M

896
.*

1043

930

B

246

Gerhard t, Joseph
Gibbon, John
Gordon, George H

248

Gates, Theodore

Gorman, Willis A
Graham, William M
Greene, George S
Griffith, a: J
Haldeman, Isaac L
Hall, E.
Hall,

D

Hancock, Winfield S
Harland, Edward
Harrow, William
Hays, Harry T
Higgins, Jacob
Hildt, George H

M

Hofmann,

494

310

343
503
1050

490
917

Norman J

Hilton,

442

321

277,406
452
328
978
491

469
949

William
Hooker, Joseph
Howard, Oliver O
Hudson, Henry
Hyde, Thomas
J.

W
W

235
216
305
316, 317

412
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Battle

Reports of
Jackson,
Jardine,

Sept. 16-1/, 1862

of,

— Continued.

Lyman J
Edward

Johnson, George
Kelly, Patrick

Kershaw,

J.

B

473

452

W

415

298
864

W

Kimball, John
Kimball, Nathan

326

F

Knipe, Joseph
Lane, James C

-

Lee, Robert
Lee, Stephen

937

E

141

D

844

F.H

Little,

486
510,511

M

Law, E.

911

H

877

J. II

975

Loud, P.

Lowe,

312

B

McClellan, George

McCorkle, W. II
McKeen, H. Boyd
McKibbin, David B
McMastcr, F.
McMichael, Richards
McPhail, John B
McRae, D. K
MacRae, William
Magilton, Albert L
Marshborne, S,
Meade, George G
Meagher, Thomas F
Miles, Nelson A
Monroe, J. Albert
Montague, E. B
Moorman, Marcellus N

181

996

292

-

360

W

945
304

903
1043
871

273

W

Dwight
Myers, Henry R
Nagle, James
Nance, James D
Owen, Charles D
Owen, Joshua T

879

268
293
291

226
882
847
332

Morris,

Palmer, Oliver

264
446

868
*.

H

Perrin,

James

334

R

Patrick, Marsena

Perkins, Sanford

H

M

243
333
993

Phelps, Walter, jr

Poague, William
Poland, John S

325

318

T

233
1009

362

Powell, Eugene

508

Ransom, Robert, jr
Raphael, William
Read, John P.

919

W

Rodes, R.
Ruff, S.

E

866
1023

Z

Ruger, Thomas

509

H

929
503

.
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Sept. 16-17, 1862

of,

Keports of
Sawyer, Franklin
Scammou, Eliakim

— Continued.
329

P

462

James L
Semmes, Paul J
Seymour, Fred. A
Selfridge,

489
874, 875

508

W
Simpson, Benjamin L
Slocum, Henry W

Sillers,

'William

James

381

402

332

R

516

Stewart, James
Sudsburg, Joseph
Suiter,

515

F

William
Snider, Joseph
Smitli,

Stagg, Henry

1051

229

M

510

A

315

Sully, Alfred

314

Sumner, Edwin V
Thomas, Evan
Tompkins, John A
Toombs, Robert
Turner, Ike N.

275,277
284

308
888

M

936

Vanneman, Theodore J

404

Van Valkenhurgh, Robert B

502

Vcgesack, Ernest von
Walker, James A
Walker, John G
Walker, Joseph
Walker, Thomas
Wallace,
Walton, J.B

413

976
914

907

M

. .

W.H

848

Wanner, Joel B
Ward, J. Edward

493
454

Wehle, J ulius
Welsh, Thomas
Weymouth, H. G. O
White, Carr B
Wilcox, Vincent M

303
440
323

465
330

Wilkins, John D
Willcox, Orlando B
Williams, Alpheus S
Williams, Frederick

356
429

474
240

Edward J
Wilson, Frank C

880

Willis,

Wofford, William
Woodruff, George

Work, P. A
Ziun, Henry

512
947

1014

T

927

A

309
931

335

1

See also
Sept. 1-Nov.

9,

1862.

3-Oct. 24, 1862.

Operations of the Army of the Potomac.
of George B. McClellan.

Operations in Maryland.

Peport

Report of Ilcnry W.

Ilallecli.

3-Nov.

14, 1862.

Operations of the Army of Northern Virginia.
Report of Robert E. Lee.
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Sept. 16-17,

of,

See also

Maryland Campaign.

Sept. 3-20.

Anderson, George T.
Archer, James J.
Babcock, Nathan

S.

Bootes, Levi C.

Buchanan, Robert C.
Burnside,

Ambrose

W.

Corning, Joseph
Corse,

E.

Ricketts,

J ones, David

Ripley, Roswell

R.

Jones, John R.
Lane, James H.
Longstreet, James.

Montgomery D.

Early, Jubal A.

off';

Reports of

Hood, John B.
Hunt, Henry J.
Hunton, Eppa.
Irwin, William H.
Jackson, Thomas J.

Pleasonton, Alfred.
Porter, Fitz John.
Randol, AlansouM.

Richardson, Richard H.

James

Rodes, R. E.
Stafford,

Leroy A.

Stevens, P. F.

David

Evans, Nathan G.

Lyle, Peter.

Strieker,

Fairchild, Harrison S.

McClellan, George B.
McGowan, Samuel.

Stuart, J. E. B.

Ferrero, Edward.

McLaws, Lafayette.
MacThomson, James.

Frank, Paul.
Franklin, W. B.

(It'y).

Floyd -Jones, De L.
Hamilton, D. H.

Moffett,

Neal,

Hampton, Wade.

Ambrose

Hill,

Daniel H.

P.

Roll of Honor (Confederate)
Antietam Creek, Md. Skirmish

L.

Samuel D.
Sykes, George.
Van Reed, William E.
Walker, R. L.
Sturgis,

Weed, Stephen H.

Pender, William D.
Pendleton, Edmund.
Pendleton, W. N.
Pettit, Rufus D.

Hays, William.
Hill,

Samuel A.

James H.

B.
S.

Willcox, O. B. {It'y).
Williams, A. S. {It'y).
Williams, H. J.
Winslow, Cleveland.

1056
on, Sept. 15, 1862.

Report of Edward E.

Cross

287

See also

Maryland Campaign.

Sept. 3-20.

Frank, Paul.
Hunt, Henry J.

Pettit,

Reports of

Rufus D.

Strieker,

David L.

Pleasonton, Alfred.

'

Antisell, Thomas. Mentioned
Appelman, Hiram. Mentioned

Apps, G. E.

478
178, 454

Mentioned
Evacuation

Aquia Creek, Va.
6,

848, 851
of,

and destruction of property

at, Sept.

1862

1

Archer, James J.
*.
Mentioned
147, 150, 152, 807, 887, 952, 954, 957, 979-984, 986, 1004
Report of operations Sept. 14-20, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
1000
Archer, R. H. Mentioned
1001,1002
Archer, William M. Mentioned
154
Argo, Thomas. Mentioned
1028
Arkansas Troops. Mentioned.
Infantry— /?e^/me/7fs : 3d, 805, 811, 915, 917, 918.
Armistead, Lewis A. Mentioned .... 143, 804, 812, 831, 836, 843, 853, 855, 858, 971, 972
Arms, Ammunition, etc. Supplies of. See Munitions of War.
Armstrong, Joshua. Mentioned
467,468
Armstrong’s Creek, W. Va. Skirmish at. Sept. 11, 1862. See reports of Lighthurn, p. 1058

Army

Corps, 1st,
to

Army

command

Corps, 1st,

;

Army of

Siher, p. 1062.

Northern Virginia. James Longstreet assigned

of

Army of

3

the Potomac.

Re-established

1,157

Reynolds, John F., assumes

Army

Corps, 1st,

Army

Corps, 2d,

Army

command

of Virginia.

of

2

Designated 11th Corps,

Army

of the

Potomac

1,157

Army of Northern

command

of

Virginia.

T. J. Jackson assigned to

3
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Army

Corps, 2d,

Army

Sumner

Army

Corps, 2d,

in

Army

of the Potomac.

command

Darius N. Couch supersedes

of

2

of Virginia.

Designated, 12th Corps,

Army

of the Potomac

command
command of

Mansfield, Joseph K. F., assumes

Sedgwick, John, assigned to
Williams, Alpheus S.,

1,

of

157
157

Assumes command of
Resumes command of

Army
Army

157

158

Corps, 3d, Army of the Potomac.
Heintzelman in command of
Corps, 3d, Army of Virginia.

George Stoneman supersedes
3
,

Designated, 1st Corps, Army of the Potomac
Hooker, Joseph, assumes command of
Army Corps, 5th, Army of the Potomac. Joseph Hooker supersedes Porter in command of

Army

Corps, 8th, Middle Department. Orders, General and Special.
Middle Department.
Army Corps, 9th.
Cox, Jacob D., assumes command of
Orders, General and Special. See Potomac, Army of the.
Reno, Jesse L., assumes command of
Willcox, Orlando B., supersedes Cox in command of...
Army Corps, 11th, Army of the Potomac. Constituted
Army Corps, 12th, Army of the Potomac.
Constituted

1,

157

3

See

157
157

2
1,157

158

2
158

801,802
9-13, 15,

16, 40, 41, 43, 44, 68-70, 72, 74, 75, 77-79, 81, 84, 85, 181, 182, 758, 759, 785,

Dixon S

*

Quartermaster-General’s Office, U.

S.

A

Tyler, Daniel

War Department,
Wool, John E

Army

157

1,157

Meade, George G., assumes command of
Slocum, Henry W., assumes command of
Williams, Alpheus S., assumes command of
Army Headquarters. Correspondence with
Adjutant-General’s Office, U. S. A
McClellan, George B
Miles,

157

U. S

Transportation. Supidies
Arndt, Albert. Mentioned
Arnold, W. M. Mentioned
Ashby, Turner. Mentioned
A.shby’s Gap, Va. Skirmishes at

802

521, 757, 758, 787

12,15,17,21,22,78
801
7,

82

521,757-759,793
of.

See Munitions of War.
55,201,206,342
1028, 1053
827

Sept. 20, 1862
Sept. 22, 1862

Ashe, John Grange. Mentioned
Ashford, John. Mentioned
Athey, W. W. Mentioned
Atkinson, T. J. Mentioned
Atterbury, William. Mentioned
Atwell, James B. Mentioned
Audenried, J. C. Mentioned
Augur, C. C. Mentioned
Augusta County, Va. Operations

1
1

921

1005

905
466
171

1027,1029,1041

276
in

Nov. 5-14, 1862

550,777,794
3
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Austin, C. N. Mentioned
Austin, Jonathan. Mentioned
Austin, L. M. Mentioned
Averell, William W. Mentioned
Ayres, Romeyn B.
Mentioned
Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of, Sept. 16-17, 1862
Crampton’s Pass, Md. Battle of, Sept. 14, 1862

Babcock, Nathan

1080
180, 199, 475, 505, 514, 516

884
72, 87,

88

177, 377, 401, 403, 411

404

403

S.

Mentioned
177,411
Report of operations Sept. 14-17, 1862, during the Maiyiaud Cauipaign
415
133
Babcock, Paul, jr. Indorsement of Porter on report of
Mentioned
133
Report of operations of the Army of the Potomac Oct. 17-Nov. 6, 1862
131
Bachelle, Werner von. Mentioned
202,256
Bachman, Alois O. Mentioned
170,201,249-252
Bachman, W. K. Mentioned
805, 925, 926
Bacon, Charles Graham.
Correspondence ^yith Daniel Tyler
552
Mentioned
551 552, 555, 664
Testimony of, siege and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., Sept. 12-15,
,

1862

664-672

1

Bacon, Fred. H. Mentioned
Bailey, R. A. Mentioned
Baily, Silas M. Mentioned

468
1083, 1086, 1088, 1089

171,274

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept, 14, 1862...
Baird, E. C. Mentioned
Baird, William H.
Mentioned

1093

1093

268,271
.554,583,607,

646, 649, 676, 678, 680, 698, 699, 708. 714, 727, 728, 748, 749, 773, 783, 798, 803

Testimony

of,

siege

and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., Sept.

12-1.5,

1862

607, 613

Baker, J. P. Mentioned
Baker, Lafayette C. Mentioned
Baker, Lawrence S. Mentioned
Baker, William L. Mentioned
Ball, A. Mentioned
Ball, F., jr. Mentioned
Ballenger, Edward. Mentioned
Ballier, John F. Mentioned

378
105

810,817,823
202,447
505

550,777,794
202
174

Banks, Nathaniel P.
Assumes command of Defenses of Washington

1,

157

Mentioned 19, 35, 36, 38, 45, 48, 50,67-70, 85, 118, 270, 275, 276, .5.56, 558, 7.56, 787. 1091
Superseded hy Heiiitzelman in command of Defenses of Washington
3
Testimony of, siege and capture of H.arper’s Ferry, W. Va. Sept. 12-15,
. .

1862

756,7.57

'

Banning, Henry B.

Mentioned

520^
522, 528, 532-535, 538, 546, 556, 586, 590, 755, 790, 802

Banning, James B. Mentioned
Banning, James ‘VV
Mentioned
Barbee, W. J. Jlentioned
Barber, Frederick M. Mentioned

544
1028

.

924
*

202
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809, 1027, 1053, 1054

Barclay, W. P. Mentioned
Barksdale, G. B. Mentioned
Barksdale, J. A. Mentioned
Barksdale, Randolph. Mentioned
Barksdale, William.

817,824
884
887

Mentioned

140^

707, 803, 812, 820, 83C, 843, 853, 855-865, 868

,

Report of battle of Autietaui, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Barlow, Francis C.
Mentioned
59, 172, 278, 279,
Report of battle of Autietain, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Barnes, Almont. Mentioned
Barnes, Charles W. . Mentioned
Barnes, Dixon. Mentioned
Barnes, H. H. Mentioned
Barnes, J ames.
Correspondence with George W. Morell
Mentioned
Report of action near Sheplierdstowu, W. Va., Sept.

916, 919, 920, 956, 971, 972

883
281, 282, 285, 286, 291, 292

289
170

^ n j203
807,981,988,989,997
1029

346
35, 68, 174, 339, 345, 349, 351
20, 1862

345

Barnes, John W. Mentioned
260,266
Barnes, Joseph H. Mentioned
172,277,282
Barnes, N. S. Mentioned
390, 393
Barnesville, Md. Skirmish at, Sept. 9, 1862.' See report of Fleasonton, p. 208.
Barnett, James R. Mentioned
201
Barnett, John A. Mentioned
879
Barnwell, John Gibbes.
Mentioned
155,831,835,838
Report of operations Sept 14-19, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
8.37
Barras, Samuel A.
Mentioned
536, 540, 583, 610, 648, 672, 773, 795, 798
Testimony of, siege and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., Sept. 12-15,
1862
Barrett, James H. Mentioned
Barrett, Nichols J. Mentioned

672-682
1009
201

William F. Mentioned
Barry, John D. Mentioned^

123-125, 128-130

Mentioned
Bartlett, Albert W. Mentioned

314

Barrett,

Bartlett, A.

Bartlett,

Joseph

986
201

J.

Mentioned
28, 46, 61, 176, 195, 375-377, 380-382, 384, 392-394, 396, 398, 400
Report of battle of Crampton’s Pass, Md., Sept. 14, 1862
,388
Bartlett, Joseph L. Report of siege and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va.,
Sept. 12-15, 1862

Barton, J. D. Mentioned
Bartram, Nelson B. Mentioned
Bascom, G. M. Mentioned
Bass, E. S. Mentioned
Bassett, George W. Mentioned
Batchelder, George W. Mentioned
Bath County, Va. Operations in Nov. 5-14, 1862
Battey, W. H. Mentioned
Battle, C. A. Mentioned
Battles, H. A. Mentioned
Baurn, Private. Mentioned
Baxter, De Witt C. Mentioned

958
1029
175

460
974

414
201
3

974
808, 1021, 1028, 1035, 10.36

848,851

866

173,307,318
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Mentioned
Bayard, George D. Mentioned
Baylor, George. Mentioned
Baylor, William S. H. Mentioned
Beach, Francis. Mentioned
Beal, George L. Mentioned
Beall, T. B. Mentioned
Bean, Charles W. Mentioned
Beard, John, Mentioned
Bearley, Private. Mentioned
Beaver, J. Gilbert. Mentioned
Beavers, Columbu.s. Mentioned
Becker,. Gilbert W. Mentioned
Becker, Gottfried. Mentioned
Beckham, A. C. Mentioned
Beckham, T. C. Mentioned
Beckwith, William W. Mentioned
Belcher, Horatio. Mentioned
Belger, James. Mentioned
Mentioned
Bell, John H.
Bell, Thomas S. Mentioned
Bellows, A. J. Mentioned
Belton, Emory W. Mentioned
Benedict, Abner R. Mentioned
Benjamin, Samuel N,
Mentioned
Baxter, Henry,

3*21

84,

88

532
532
178,454

179,474,478,484,488,489
1029

203,288
703
1029

202
108C
'jt

234

178,459
904

805,906
245
461

788,789

302
202, 420, 427, 449

360
174, 346

357

178, 421, 423, 427, 431

Keporta of

Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862.
South Mountain, Md. Battle of, Sepb. 14, 1862
Benkard, James, jr. Mentioned
Bennet, C. W. Mentioned
Bennett, R. T.
Mentioned
808,
Antietani,

lieport of battle of Antietani, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862

Benning, Henry L. Mentioned
Benson, Andrew M. Mentioned
Bentley, Richard C. Mentioned
Bentley, Robert H. Mentioned
Benton, James G. Mentioned
Berier, Francis B. Mentioned
Berkeley, William N. Mentioned
Berlin,

Md.

Skirmishes

at.

221
1029
1024, 1027, 1029, 1049, 1050

1047
804, 842, 888-890, 892, 893

413
172, 282, 294, 296

543,544
371

445
897

Sept. 4-5, 1862

157

Berry, George W.
Mentioned
Berry, Mathew. Mentioned
Berry, William. Mentioned
Best, Clermont L.

Mentioned
Eeport of battle of Antietani, Md.,
Best, E. F. Mentioned
Betts, W. H. Mentioned
Beverly, John. Mentioned
Bevers, C. W. Mentioned
Bier, C. C. Mentioned
Bierworth, Francis V, Mentioned

436

435

880
403

201,314

35,180,199,477,478
Sejit. 16-17,

1862

482
1027

1024,1027,1054
316
1029

850

202

1120
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Big Birch,

W.

Va. Skirmish
Bill, Horace H.
Mentioned
Billingsley, J. C. Mentioned
Binney, Henry M.
Mentioned

at,

Oct.

6,

1862

2
202
935
519,529,532,

534, 536-540, 551, 555, 577,606,619, 621,644,645, 647,664,737,760,779-781,783

Report of operations around Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., Sept. 1-15, 1862, including siege and capture of
Testimony of, siege and capture ••of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., Sept. 12-15,

532

577-595, 606, 607, 737-741, 760, 761

1862

Mentioned
825, 827
Mentioned
974
Birney, David B. Report of reconnaissance toward Thoroughfare Gap and
Bird, Peter H.
Birdsall, B. F.

Aldie, Va., Sept.

16,

1862

Mentioned
Bisel, R.M. Mentioned
Bitterling, Charles. Mentioned
Black, J. P. Mentioned
Blackman, J. B. Mentioned
Blackford’s Ford. Skirmish at. Sept. 19,
Blackwell, T. J. Mentioned
Blackwell, R. W. Mentioned
Blair, J. A. Mentioned
Blakeney, Thomas J, Mentioned
Blanchard, C. D. Mentioned
Blanchard, Peter. Mentioned
Blanton, B. H. Mentioned
Blenker, Louis. Mentioned
Blessingh, Louis von. Mentioned
Blethen, Zebulon B. Mentioned
Blinn, Jarvis E. Mentioned
Blinn, John J. P. Mentioned
Bliss, Alexander.
Correspondence Avith Rufus Ingalls

1091

Birney, John.

1023, 1036, 1038, 1039

1028
188
1056

989
1862.

See ShcpJierdsioivn Ford.
911

842

924,938
307

276
310
923, 924

92
1062
177

200,334
329

76

Mentione<l

17, 76, 96,

Gustave C.

Mentioned
Mentioned
Blount, Lieutenant-Ooloiiel. Mentioned
Blue’s Gap, W. Va.
Blit sher.

Bloss,

343

W. W.

335
842

Affair at, Oct. 2, 1862

2

Capture of Confederate camp at, Oct.
Blumenberg, Leopold. IMentioned
Blunt,

100

4,

1862

2
17:’>,

337

Matthew M.

Mentioned
175,
Report of battle of Antietain, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Boddy, John J. Mentioned
Bode, William J. JMcntioned
Bodine, Joseph H. Mentioned
Bolinger, Henry C. Mentioned
Bolivar Heights, W. Va. Action on. Sept. 13-14, 1862. See
Sept. 3-20, 1862. Maryland CampaUjn. Report of Thomas J. Jackson.
Ficporis of
12-15, 1862. Siege and capinre of Jfaiper’s Ferry, Jl\ Va.
Einney, ITonry
Mcllvaino, TTcnry

'Wnllccr,
1)

John G.

Wliito, Jnlina.

357, 358

358
365

202
393
171
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Bomford, George N. Mentioned
Bondurant, J. W. Mentioned
Bonner, B. T. Mentioned
Bonner, Stephen P. Mentioned
Bonney, Usher P. Mentioned
Boone, R. L. Mentioned
Boonsborough, Md.
Battle

of.

Skirmish

Sept. 14, 1862.

173,321,322
155, 809, 1024

1029
1067

842

,

1056

See SouiJi Mountain^ Md.

at. Sept. 15, 1862.

Casualties. Eeturns of. Union troops
Report of Alfred Pleasonton

Boonsborough Gap, Md. Battle
Bootes, John S. Mentioned

of,

Sept. 14, 1862.

204

208

See South Mountain, Md.
359

Bootes, Levi C.
Mentioned
175, 361
364
Report of operations, Sept. 16-20, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
Borcke, Heros von. Mentioned
821
Bossert, Henry M. Mentioned
177, 406
Bostwick, Levins E. Mentioned
201
Boteler’s Ford. Skirmish at, Sept. 19, 1862. See Shephcrdstoivn Ford.
Botsford, James L. Mentioned
463
Botts, Randolph. Mentioned
529, 555
Mentioned
Rougher,
738
Bouvier, John V. Mentioned
245
Bowen, B. A. Mentioned
1028
Bowen, Caleb T. Mentioned
994
Bower, C. A. Mentioned
844, 845
Bowyer, L. R. Mentioned
902
Boyce, R.
Mentioned
806,942
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
943,944
Boyd, Augustus. Correspondence with Rufus lugalls
76
Boyd, David H. Mentioned
344
Boyer, George G. Mentioned
395
Boyle, Captain. Mentioned
648
Boyle, John T. Mentioned
395
Brackett, Levi. Mentioned
429, 431
Bradley, A. J. Mentioned
314
Bradley, J. M. Mentioned
862-864
Bradley, Patrick W. Mentioned
259
Bradley, William A. Mentioned
376, 377
Brady, Evans R. Mentioned
188
Brady, William H. Mentioned
300
Bragg, Braxton. Mentioned
84,85
Bragg, Edward S.
Mentioned
170, 247-249, 256
Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
254
South Mountain, Md. Battle of, Sept. 14, 1862
253
Branch, James R. Mentioned
805
Branch, L. O’B. Mentioned
147,
.

150, 552, 553, 573, 666, 807, 952, 954, 979-982, 985, 986, 998, 1001

Braxton, C. M.

Mentioned
Brazelman, B. L. Mentioned

71
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834,838,981,984
851
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Breckinridge, Robert J. Mentioned
Breese, Samuel R. Mentioned
Brenholtz, Thomas S. Mentioned
Brennan, Francis T. Mentioned
Brennan, Michael. Mentioned

924
549
43.“^

260
297

Brestel, Charles.

Mentioned
Keport of battle of Antietain, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Brewer, Melvin. Mentioned
Brewer, R. H. Mentioned
Bridge, Stephen L. Mentioned
Brien, L. Tiernan. Mentioned
Briggs, E. A. Mentioned
Briggs, E. B. Mentioned
Briggs, James W. Mentioned
Briggs, W. H. Mentioned
Brinton, Joseph P. Mentioned
Brisbane, William. Mentioned
Bristoe Station, Va.
Expedition to, Sept. 25-28, 1862. See Centreville, Va.

172,278,281,282,286
288
179
607, 980, 982, 1004, 1005

542.

810
118

874
825

880
1091

177,406
Expedition from,

Sept. 25-28, 1862.

Skirmish near, Oct.

24, 1862

2

J

James W.

Mentioned
302
Britton, J. D. Mentioned
848,850
Brockenbrough, J. Bowyer. Mentioned
964, 1016
Brockenbrough, J. M. Mentioned
147, 807, 952, 954, 957, 980-983, 1001, 1004
Brodhead, D. M. Mentioned
360
921
Brodnax, William E. Mentioned
Bronson, Stephen. Mentioned
517, 518
Brooke, John R.
Mentioned
58, 59, 172, 192, 277, 278, 281, 282, 285, 301, 304, 324, 328, 333, 334
i
Britt,

Report of battle of Antietain, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Brookfield, Jacob. Mentioned
Brooks, George A. Mentioned

299
1029
202, 488, 490

Brooks, J. B. Mentioned
122, 123, 125, 127,
Brooks, W. T. H.
Mentioned
28, 46, 61, 98, 177, 196, 375, 377, 379, 381, 401-403,
Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
Crampton’s Pass, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862
Brower, Marlin V. Mentioned
Brown, A. J. Mentioned

128, 130, 132

409, 410, 414

408
407

302
1005

Brown, B.
Mentioned

902

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. lG-17, 1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862

901

Brown, C. C. Mentioned
Brown, C. F. Mentioned
Brown, Charles J.
Mentioned
Testimony

862,879
1056

•

542, 556, 713, 719, 734, 782, 783
of,

siege

and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., Sept.

C. H. C.

12-15,

713,714

1862

Brown,

901

Mentioned

848,849
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Brown, Edwin A. Mentioned
Brown, Elizabeth.
Mentioned
Testimony

202, 255

556, 719, 781, 783, 784
of,

and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va.,

siege

Sept. 12-15,

719,720

1862

Brown, Hamilton A. Mentioned
Brown, Harlan P. Mentioned
Brown, Henry W.

808, 1028, 1029, 1033
201, 413

Mentioned
Report of battle of Crampton’s Pass, Md., Sept. 14, 1862
Brown, John. Mentioned
Brown, John J. Mentioned
Brown, Joseph N.
Mentioned
Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
Harper’s Ferry, W. Va. Siege and capture of. Sept. 12-15, 1862
Sliepherdstown,

W.

Va.

Action near. Sept.

385
470
320

988

999

998

20, 1862

Brown, J. S. Mentioned
Brown, J. Thompson. Mentioned
Brown, Matthew. Mentioned
Brown, Samuel. Mentioned
Brown, T. J. Mentioned..
Brown, W. Harvey.

999

910

809,829,830,837,838,1019
904
200
1029

Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Brown, William F. Mentioned
Browne, William H. (36th N. Y.). Mentioned

Browne, William H.

176, 383

175, 357, 360

359
965
174

(45th Va.)

Mentioned

1081-1083

Reports of operations. Sept. 10-13, 1862, during campaign in
ley,

Kanawha

Val-

W. Va

1085

Brown, William M.

Mentioned
Browning, E. Mentioned
Brownson, Henry F. Mentioned
Bruen, John T. Mentioned
Brundage, Charles R.
Mentioned

1009, 1012

1056

342
180
180, 475, 478

Reports of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862

513,515
202

Bryan, William. Mentioned
Bryson, S. C. Mentioned
Buchanan, Alexander. Mentioned
Buchanan, Robert C.
Mentioned

917,921
470

175,194,350,352,356-358

Report of operations Sept. 15-19, 1862, during the Maryland Campaign..
Buck, Daniel W. Mentioned

.

355

213

Buck, Samuel L.
Mentioned
Reports of,

176,383

Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
Crampton’s Pass, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14,1862

Buckingham, Maurice. Mentioned
Buckland Mills, Va. Expedition to.
liedition

385

.'

384

260
Sept. 29, 1862.

from, Sept. 29, 1862.

See Centreville, Va.

Ex-
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Buckley, Charles C. Mentioned
Buckner, Cai^tain. Mentioned
Budd, Richard. Mentioned
Buell, John L. Mentioned
Buffalo, W. Va. Expedition to, and skirmish.
Buist, J. S. Mentioned
Bull, James H. Mentioned

201
1084

395
356,357
Sept. 26-27, 1862

2

927
172,281

Mentioned
305
Bullard, T. P. W. Mentioned
1028
Bumpass, Thomas G. Mentioned
880
Bunch, James M. Mentioned
944
Bunker Hill, W. Va. Skirmish at. Sept. 4, 1862. See report of Voss, p. 516.
Burbank, Elisha. Mentioned
171,203
Burbank, S. W. Mentioned
360
Burke, Daniel W. Mentioned
363, 364
Burke, De Witt C. Mentioned
363
Burke, J ohn. Mentioned
60, 172, 277, 279, 298
Burke, J. T. Mentioned
905
Burks, Richard H. Mentioned
810,815,825
Burleigh, Henry M, Mentioned
336
Burnett, H. H. Mentioned
367
Burnham, Hiram. Mentioned
177, 406
Burns, William W. Mentioned
305, 307, 308, 311, 317
Burnside, Ambrose E.
Assignments to command
2
Mentioned
5, 25, 27-29, 31, 34-36, 38-40, 42, 45, 47-51, 53Bull, S. O.

:

55, 61-64, 66, 67, 73, 88, 89, 97, 101, 103, 120, 122, 123, 128, 129, 138, 169, 177,

182-184, 196, 205, 207, 209-212, 214, 220, 247, 338, 339, 342, 349, 351, 368, 423425, 428, 430, 432, 436, 444, 458, 481, 785, 786, 816, 981, 988, 998, 1024, 1025

Keports of

Maryland Campaign. Operations Sept. 7-19, 1862, during the
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14,1862
Burrell, John G. Mentioned
Burrill, T. N. Mentioned
Burton, Charles. Mentioned
Butler, Benjamin C. Mentioned
Butler, James. Mentioned
Butler, John H. Mentioned
Butler, Joseph G. Mentioned
Butler, M. C. Mentioned
Butler, S. F. Mentioned
Byerly Andrev/. Mentioned
Byram, Samuel M. Mentioned
Byrd, A. B. Mentioned
Byrne, Thomas. Mentioned
Byrnes, James N. Mentioued
Byrnes, Matthew. Mentioned

416
422
328

674
316
170

363
174

413

810,816,823

924,938
1029

,

Cabell,

238
944
362,363
171,272
395

George C.
805, 894, 896, 897

Mentioned
Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of, SepL 16-17, 1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862
Cabell, Henry C. Mentioned
Cadwalader, George. Mentioued

•

900
899

804,860
.550,777,794
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Mentioned
Cain, Avery B. Mentioned
Cain, James H. Mentioned
Cake, Henry L.
Mentioned

Cahoo, James.

228,230
357
260
176, 388, 391, 398

Reports of
Antietam, Md, Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
Crampton’s Pass, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862
Calahan, W. G. Mentioned
Caldwell, John C.

Mentioned
58-60, 172, 191, 276-279, 281, 282,
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Caldwell, John H. Mentioned,..
Callahan, Patrick. Mentioned
Callaway, A. M. Mentioned
Callinton, William H. Mentioned
Callis, John B.
Mentioned

396
393

930

335
284
1029
297

295, 297, 299, 302, 304, 333,

974

435

170,249

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of, Sejit. 14, 1862
Calvert, E. J. Mentioned
Cameron, Daniel.

Mentioned
Testimony

524,
of,

siege

.528,

257
256
949

553, 605, 631, 665, 686, 776, 781, 802

and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., Sept.

12-15,

631-639

1862

Camfield, C. H.

Mentioned
Camp, N. H. Mentioned
Campbell, Alexander. Mentioned
Campbell, Duncan G. Mentioned
Campbell, Edward L. Mentioned
Campbell, Jacob M. Mentioned
Campbell, J. C. Mentioned
Campbell, Joseph B. Mentioned
Candler, John H. Mentioned
Candler, William L. Mentioned
Canfield, N. A. Mentioned
Cannelton, W. Va. Skirmish near. Sept.

982
120, 125, 127-130

1029
857, 860

387

72,84
803,884
171,226,227,229,246,248,249
808
216
974
11, 1862.

See reports of Gilhert,

p.

1063; Lighthurn, pp. 1057,1058.

Cantey, E. B.

Mentioned

805,908
177, 430

Caraher, Andrew P. Mentioned
Carey, Charles H. Mentioned
Carey, Edward M. Mentioned
Carey, Samuel. Mentioned..
Carlton, Caleb H. Mentioned
Carlton, H. H. Mentioned

121, 126, 128, 130

460,465
403
352,355,357
804, 854, 864

Carman, Ezra A.
Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17,1862
Carnes, Adam.
Mentioned
Testimony of, siege and capture of Harper’s Ferry,
1862

Carolin, Alexander.

Mentioned

179, 474, 496, 497

501

W.

733, 771, 783
Va.,Scpt. 12-15,
771-774

357
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Caipenter, Joseph. Mentioned
Carpenter, Lewis H. Mentioned
Carroll, Albert. Mentioned
Carroll, Howard. Mentioned
Carruth, Sumner. Mentioned
Carter, B. F.
Mentioned
Eeport of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Carter, John J. Mentioned..
Carter,

964
260
518

171,203,259
178,448,449

805,924,929
934
402

Thomas H.

Mentioned
809, 1025, 1034
Eeport of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
1025,1030
Carter, William. Mentioned
470
Carter, William M. Mentioned
188,1093
Cartright, Thomas S. Mentioned
1029
Cartwright, Thomas W. Mentioned
296
Casey, James. Mentioned
395
445
Casey, J. K. Mentioned
^
372
Casey, Silas. Mentioned
964
Caskie, William H. Mentioned
1056
Castello, James. Mentioned
Castleman’s Ferry, Va. Skirmish near, Nov. 3, 1862. See Snicker^s Gap, Va.
1015
Cates, R. P. Mentioned
1074,1090
Catlett, R.H. Mentioned
Catlett’s Station, Va. Skirmishes near.
Sept. 26, 1862

2

Oct. 19, 1862

2

Catoctin Mountain, Md. Skirmish af, Sept. 1.3, 1862.
Casualties. Eeturns of. Union Troops
Eeports of. See Se2yt. 3-20, 1862. Maryland Campaign.
Hampton, Wade.

McClellan, George B.

204

Beports of

Pleasonton, Alfred.

Stuart, J. E. B.

Cavanagh, James.
Mentioned
Eeport of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Cavins, Elijah H. C. Mentioned

172, 282

296

328

Centreville, Va.
Expeditions from
Sept. 2.5-28, 1862
Sept. 29, 1862
Eeconnaissance from, Oct. 13, 1862

2
2
*

2

Chadwick, P. A. Mentioned
Chamberlayne, John H. Mentioned
Chambliss, J. R., jr. Mentioned
Channell, Aaron N. Mentioned
Channing, John W. Mentioned
Chantilly, Va. Battle of. Sept. 1,
Corps, p. 431

;

260, 266

963,980
1019
464

413

See Itinerary ls^ Division, 9th

1862.

reports of Stafford, p. 1014

;

Army

Williams, p. 1010.

Chapel, A. Mentioned
Chapin, Frederick A. Mentioned
Chapin, Robert H. Mentioned
Chapman, Alford B.
Mentioned
Eeport of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
•

*Ope'’ations about Paris, Snickersville, and Middloburg, Va.

478

228,230
208,212
172,281

302
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Chapman,
Chapman,
Chapman,
Chapman,

Mentioned
George H. Mentioned
Henry K. Mentioned
William H. Mentioned
Charleston, W. Va. Action at. Sept.
Lightburn, J. A. J
Loring, William
McCausland, John

1074,1077

G. B.

180,208,213
201

831,838
13, 1862.

Deports of
1058

W

See also Sept. 6-16,

Kanawha

W.

1090

Valley,

Browne, William H.
Davis, Alexander M.
Gilbert, Samuel A.

Charlestown,

1070

W.

Va.,

Campaign in

JReports of

Thorburn, C. E.

King, J. Ployd.
Lightburn, J. A. J,
Loring, William

the.

"Wharton, G. C.
Williams, John S.

W.

Va.

Reconnaissances to and toward
Sept. 3-4, 1862

157

Sept. 27, 1862

Oct.

6,

2

1862

2

Oct. 16-17, 1862

Nov. 26, 1862. See Itinerary
Skirmish at, Nov. 10, 1862
Chew, R. P. Mentioned
Childs, Henry A. Mentioned
Childs, James H. Mentioned
Childs, Jonathan W. Mentioned

2
2cl

Division, \2th Corps, p. 481.

3
827, 828

228,230
180,202,213
174

Childs, William.

Mentioned
Chilton, R. H. Mentioned
For correspondence as A. A.
Chipman, Charles. Mentioned
Christ,

Benjamin

288

842,1036
G., see Bohert

E. Lee.
282

C.

Mentioned
Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of, Sept. 16-17, 1862..
South Mountain, Md., Sept. 14, 1862

177, 186, 196, 428-433, 439-441

438
437

William A. Mentioned
H. Mentioned

52, 171 , 185, 190, 215, 258, 259

Mentioned
Christman, Nicholas. Mentioned
Church, W. H. Mentioned
Civalier, C. N. Mentioned
Claiborne, T. D. Mentioned
Clapp, Alfred R. Mentioned
Clark, Alpheus. Mentioned
Clark, Cyrus C. Mentioned
Clark, E. Chalmers. Mentioned
Clark, Erastus L. Mentioned
Clark, John. Mentioned
Clark, John B. Mentioned
Clark, John R. Mentioned
Clark, Joseph C., jr. Mentioned
Clark, Patrick. Mentioned
Clark, Thomas R. Mentioned
Clark, William S. Mentioned
Clarke, F. N. Mentioned
Clarke, G. J. Mentioned
Clarke, Henry F. Mentioned

460

Christian,

Christie, Daniel

Christie, S. L.

808, 1024, 1029, 1040, 1042

393
421

1047
899, 900

549
213
332, 334

503
261
171

175

250
178,447

365
131, 132
178, 448

230, 277, 284, 308-310, 407
120, 123, 125, 127-130, 136

3
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Mentioned
1083, 1084, 1088, 1089
John A. Mentioned...
201
Melvin. Mentioned
178, 202, 422, 427, 459, 472
Robert. Mentioned
212
Timothy. Mentioned
203
Claybanks, W. J. Mentioned
1028
Cleman.s, Sylvester W.
Mentioned
576
Testimony of, siege and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., Sept. 12-15,
Clarke,
Clarke,
Clarke,
Clarke,
Clarke,

J.

Lyle.

1862

576

Clement, Adam. Mentioned
904
Cleveland, J. J. Mentioned
931
Cleveland, J. M. D. Mentioned
929,930
Clingan, R. T. Mentioned
821
Clinkscales, J. B. Mentioned
994
Cloninger, W. W. Mentioned
986
Clooney, Patrick F. Mentioned
201,282,295
Clothing, Camp and Garrison Equipage. Supplies of. See Munitions of War.
Coats, Albert. Mentioned
212
Cobb, Amasa. Mentioned
177, 195, 406, 407
Cobb, Howell.
Mentioned .... 148, 803, 812, 818, 819, 826, 827, 836, 843, 852-855, 857-862, 865, 873, 877
Report of battle of Crampton’s Pass, Md., Sept.

Cobb, L. M. Mentioned
Cochran, John L. Mentioned
Cochrane, Granville P. Mentioned
Cochrane, John. Mentioned
Cockrall’s Mill, W. Va. Skirmish at, Nov.
ion, 12tli

Army

14,

1862

870

1028

805,901

413
174,194,377
26, 1862.

See Itinerary 2d Divis-

Corps, p. 481.

Cody, B. H. Mentioned
CofSn, John N.
Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Cohen, A. J. Mentioned
Coit, James B. Mentioned
Colburn, Albert V. Mentioned
Colby, Newton T. Mentioned
Cole, Christopher C. Mentioned
Cole, Henry A. Mentioned
Cole, James M. Mentioned
Coleman, Augustus H. Mentioned
178, 202,
Colgrove, Silas.
Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Collet,

430,431,4.34

435
213
334
126, 3] 0

503
807, 982, 1004, 1005

532, 533, 557,

.586,

720
188

422, 427, 459, 462, 472-474
179, 474, 494, 497

498

Mark W.

Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Collier, Frank H. Mentioned
Collins, Frederick T. Mentioned
Collins, John (Lievitenant). Mentioned
Collins,

875,877

John

176, 383

384
174

130
'

397

(Major).

Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Collins, Pat. Mentioned

179, 474, 506, 507

507
360
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.

Colquitt, A. H.

Mentioned

-

..

140, 149, 809, 813, 939, 940, 1019, 1020, 1022, 1020, 1028, 1030, 1037, 1043

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1802
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1802

1053

1052
808, 1011, 1013

Colston, R. T. Mentioned
Colwell, James M. Mentioned
Colwell, Wilson. Mentioned

202
188,249,253

Comly, James M.
Mentioned

178

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17,1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14,1862
Comstock, James E. Mentioned

Condon, P.

407

400
334

296
Mentioned
Confederate Troops.
Casualties. Returns of.
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 10-17, 1862 - 843, 801, 862, 925, 974, 1009, 1015
843,801
Crampton’s Pass, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862
1081
Kanawha Valley, W. Va. Campaign in. Sept. 0-10, 1802
810-813, 800-802, 888, 925, 983, 991
Maryland Campaign, Sept. 3-20, 1802
Maryland Heights, Md. Action on. Sept. 13,1862
843,800,861
975
Shepherdstown Ford, W. Va. Skirmish at. Sept. 19, 1862
843,925
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1802
Mentioned. For Volunteers, see respective States.
803-810,836,837
Organization, strength, etc.. Army of Northern Virginia
180,213
Congdon, James A. Mentioned
Congress, C. S. Act of Oct. 13, 1802, authorizing medals and badges of disJ.

.

1055

tinction

W.

Mentioned
Mentioned
TJ. S.
Connecticut Troops. Mentioned.
Infantry— /?e^//77e/7fs ; 5th, 179,’ 474,

Conine, J.
Connally,

400
933
479, 484

;

11th,
16th, 178,

8th, 178, 197, 452-455

178,197,419, 424, 425, 452-455; 14th, 60, 173, 193, 279, 332-334
20th, 479, 480.
197, 453, 455-457

;

;

;

Conner, Freeman. Mentioned
Conrad’s Ferry, Potomac River.
Conroy, Richard. Mentioned
Convery, John. Mentioned
Conway, John. Mentioned
Cook, Asa M.
Mentioned

175

Reconnaissance from, Oct.

1862

2
846

202
201,297
49, 178, 428, 429

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862
Cook, Benjamin P. Mentioned

Cook, David M. Mentioned
Cook, John B. Mentioned
Cook, Philip. Mentioned
Cooke, Henry P. Mentioned
Cooke, J. E. Mentioned
Cooke, John R. Mentioned
Cooke, O. D. Mentioned
Coon, Alphonse. Mentioned

4,

434

433
171,261
171

413
1028

383
155
150, 805, 836, 840, 872, 913, 915-918

917,920
457
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Cooney, Thomas. Mentioned
344
Coons, John. Mentioned
328
Cooper, Edward C. Mentioned
201
Cooper, Henry W. Mentioned
302
Cooper, James H.
Mentioned
172,269,274
Eeport of battle of South Mountain, Md., Sept. 14, 1862
271
Cooper, John. Mentioned
1028
Cooper, Samuel. For correspondence, etc., see A. and I. Gen.’s Office, C. S. A.
Coppens, G. Mentioned
842
Corbin, Frank S. Mentioned
201,314
Corcoran, James. Mentioned
260
Corley, James L. Mentioned
155
Corliss, Augustus W. Mentioned
533,535,542,544
Cornell, Dudley E. Mentioned
541
Cornell, M. Eugene. Mentioned
201,512
Corning, Joseph W.
Mentioned
177, 402, 411
Report of operations Sept. 14-17, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
414
Corrie, Samuel J. Mentioned
>
940
Corrigan, Arthur. Mentioned
202

Montgomery D.
Mentioned
836, 842, 902, 903
Report of operations Sept. 14-17, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
904
857,860
Costin, E. L. Mentioned
Cothran, George W.
Mentioned
61, 180, 477, 482, 483, 502, 503
482
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
1029
Cotton, J. C. Mentioned
Cotton Hill, W. Va. Skirmish at, Sept. 11, 1862. See Sept. 6-16, 1862. Kanawha Valley, TV. Va. Campaign in the. Reports of
Corse,

Browne, 'William U.
Davis, Alexander M.
Gilbert, Samuel A.
King, J. Eloyd.

Couch, Darius N.
Mentioned

Lightburn, J.

-A. J.

Loring, William

W.

Siber,

Edward.

Tborburn, C. E.
Williams, John S.

Poor, E. L.

25, 32, 35, 36, 38-40, 45-48, 55, 61, 66, 68, 70, 86-88, 97, 126, 127,

132, 135, 136, 169, 174, 177, 194, 200, 342, 374, 376, 377, 379, 402, 404, 411, 821

Supersedes Sumner in command of 2d Corps
Coulter, Richard. Mentioned

Courtney, A. R.

2

171,190,259

Mentioned

807,952

Cowan, Andrew.
Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Cowan, J. A. Mentioned
Coward, A. Mentioned
Cox, Orderly. Mentioned
Cox, Jacob D.
Assumes command of

Army

Corps, 9th

Western Virginia, District of
Mentioned
27, 31, 34, 35, 43-50, 63,

177,408
405
1029

887,911
1013

157

2
65, 72, 177. 178, 186, 187, 196, 200,

210, 214, 416-422, 427, 428, 430, 432, 438-440, 443, 444, 450, 769, 1058, 1069
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Cox, Jacob D.— Continued.
Rej)orts of

Antietam, Md. Battle of, Sept. 16-17, 1662
Soutli Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862
Superseded by Willcox in command of 9th Corps

Cox,

J.

420, 423

458
2

Mentioned

P.

1086

Welcome A.

Mentioned
Mentioned
Cram, George C. Mentioned
Cram, Thomas J. Mentioned
Crafts,

287, 288

Craig, J. R.

Crampton’s Pass, Md.

Battle

1066

212
523,790

of.

Sept. 14, 1862.

Returns of
Confederate troops

Casualties.

843, 861

Union troops

34,183,204

Reports of

Adams, Alexander
Bartlett,

V

D

392

Romeyn B

Ayres,

403

Joseph J

388

H

407

Brown, Henry
Buck, Samuel L

385

Brooks,

W.

T.

W

384

Cake, Henry L
Cohb, Howell
Franklin, William B
Hancock, Winfield S
Hatch, William B
Holt, Willis

393
870
374
405
387

C

876

Jackson, Nathaniel J
Manly, Basil C

390

Montague, E. B
Myers, George R
Newton, John

881

E

398

Pinto, Francis

876

397
396

Seaver, Joel J

390

Semmes, Paul J

872

W

Slocum, Henry
Smith, William F
Torbert, A. T. A...

Town, Gustavus

380
401

382

W

399

See also
Sejit.

Sept.

l-Wor.

9,

1862.

3-20, 1862.

Operations of the Army of the Potomac.
of Georye B. McClellan.

Maryland Campaign.

Pabcock, Nathan S.
Corning, Joseph W.
Irwin, AVilliam H.
Franklin,

W.

B,

Reports

Reports of

Lee, Pobert E.

McClellan, George B,
McLaws, Lafayette.

Munford, Thomas T.
Pendleton, AV. N.
Stuart, J. E. B.

(It'y).

Operations of the
Report of Robert E. Lee.

Sept. S-ATou. 14, 1862.

Crandall, Chauncey D. Mentioned
Crandell, Levin. Mentioned
Crane, Cyrus R. Mentioned
Crane, J. C. Mentioned

Army

of Northern Virginia.

238
541

403

17,102

,

.
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Crane, Orrin J.
Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Cranford, Henry L. Mentioned
Cranmer, Anson C. Mentioned
Crawford, Lieutenant. Mentioned
Crawford, J. A. Mentioned
Crawford, M. J. Mentioned

Crawford, Samuel
Mentioned

179, 199, 474, 506

506

232,234
202, 331

1029

930
930

W.
30, 35, 56, 179, 198, 311, 474, 475, 478, 479, 486, 488, 490, 491, 495, 496

Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
484
Crenshaw, W. G. Mentioned
955,980,981,984
Crissey, Frederick M. Mentioned
201
Croasdale, Samuel. Mentioned
179,202,474,478,484,487,493,494
49, 188, 206, 459, 460, 462, 464
Crome, George L. Mentioned
Crook, George.
Mentioned
27, 49, 63-65, 72, 178, 187, 198, 418-420, 423-426, 430, 458, 460, 462
Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
471
South Mountain, Md. Battle of, _Sept. 14, 1862
471
Crosby, George H. D. Mentioned
202, 334

Crosman, George H. Mentioned
Augustus T. Mentioned
Cross, D. R. Mentioned

76

Cross,

Cross,

Edward

202
282, 286

E.

Mentioned

59, 172, 278, 281 282, 285, 286,
,

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
Antietam Creek, Md. Skirmish on. Sept. 15, 1862
Cross, Richard E. Mentioned

Crowder, J. T. Mentioned
Crowley, Jeremiah. Mentioned
Crowley, Samuel T. Mentioned

Crumbecker, Abraham

288
287
287, 288
806, 975

368
357

Mentioned
W. Mentioned
M. Mentioned

Crowninshield, Casper.
Crowninshield, Francis

288

180,213
501

542

556, 571, 602, 604, 605, 612, 681, 695, 696, 701, 707

Crump,

Corporal.

Mentioned

1029

Crutchfield, S.

Mentioned

147, 954, 955,

966

Reports of
Artillery, condition of. Army of Northern Virginia, Sept. 22, 1862
963
Maryland Campaign. Operations, Sept. 13-19, 1862, during
962
Cullen, J. S. D. Mentioned
842
202
Cullen, William. Mentioned
Cullum, George W. Mentioned
372, 768
Cumming, Alfred. Mentioned
804,855,870
Camming, John B. Mentioned
804,889,891,893
Cundell, Charles H. Mentioned
547
Cunningham, E, H. Mentioned
935
Curran, Richard. Mentioned
410,411
Curry, J ohn. Mentioned
1056
Curtin, Andrew G. Mentioned^
41,241
For correspondence, etc., see Pcnnsijlvania, Governor of
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Curtin, John I. Mentioned
Curtis, George E. Mentioned
Curtis, Henry, jr.

Mentioned
Testimony

177, 428-430, 439

450,457
529, 555, 604, 686, 714, 775, 776

siege

of,

and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., Sept.

For correspondence as A. A.
Curtis,

12-15,

686-089,714

1862
G., see Julius White.

Joseph B.

178
Mentioned
455
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept 16-17, 1862
1059, 1065
Curtis, R, S. Mentioned
302
Curtiss, Charles B. Mentioned
201,233
Cushing, Charles. Mentioned
201
Cushing, Lysander F. Mentioned
210
Custer, George A. Mentioned
862
Cuthbert, George B. Mentioned
964
Cutshaw, W. E. Mentioned
422
Cutter, C. Mentioned
352, 362
Cutting, Heyward. Mentioned
248, 421
Cutting, William. Mentioned
Cutts, A. S. Mentioned
155, 809, 829, 837, 838, 900, 1020, 1022, 1034
421
Cutts, J. M. Mentioned
1031,1038
Dabney, A. F. Mentioned
Daboll, Henry W. Mentioned
179,474,484
1056
Daggett, F. H. Mentioned
Dale, Matt. Mentioned
923,929,934
Daley, Daniel. Mentioned
397,398
359
Dallas, Alexander J. Mentioned...
Dallas, Edwin. Mentioned
974
Dalziel, James. Mentioned
387
Dana, J. J. Mentioned
79
Dana, Napoleon J. T.
Mentioned
56, 57, 173, 192, 276, 305-308, 311, 315, 317, 318, 321
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
319
Daniel, Junius. Mentioned
1018
Daniels, Nahum. Mentioned
126,130
D’Antignac, W. M. Mentioned
878
D’Aquin, Louis E. Mentioned
972
Darby, JohnT. Mentioned
924
Darden, S. H. Mentioned
935
Darkesville, W. Va. Skirmish at, Sept. 7, 1862. See report of Voss, i>. 516.
Davenport, W. A. B. Mentioned
931
Davidson, C. A. Mentioned
808
Davidson, Greenlee. Mentioned
984
Davies, J. Mansfield. Report of reconnaissance to Leesburg, Va., and skir-

mish, Sept. 16-19, 1862

Davis, Dr. Mentioned
Davis, Alexander M.
Mentioned
Report of operations Sept. 10-13, 1862, during campaign in

W. Va

’

Davis, Benjamin F, (Lieut. 10th Georgia.) Mentioned
Davis, Benjamin F. (Lieut. Col. 8th N. Y. Cav.) Mentioned

1091

288
1081, 1082, 1085

Kanawha Valley,
1086

875,878
44,

180, 211, 213, 533, 535, 583, 584, 598, 685, 723, 737, 738, 759, 760, 766, 775, 796, 802
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Davis, Hasbrouck,
Mentioned
Testimony of, siege and capture of Harper’s Ferry,
1862

W.

516-518, 555, 629, 776, 796
Va., Sept. 12-15,

629-631

Davis, H. C. Mentioned
Davis, Jacob M. Mentioned
Davis, Jefferson.
Correspondence witli War Department, C. S

989

260,266
1071

Mentioned
815, 829, 1055, 1071
Davis, J. O. Mentioned
814
Davis, John H. Mentioned
300
Davis, Nelson H. Mentioned
67,181
Davis, R. W. Mentioned
‘260, 266
Davis, William. Mentioned
431,435
Davis, W. S. Mentioned
347
Dawes, Rufus R. Mentioned
170,249,254,255
Dawkins, Thomas E. Mentioned
944
Day, James. Mentioned
933
Day, Levin B. Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
514
“1
Dean, Henry C. Mentioned
302
Dearborn, Orrin M. Mentioned
431
Deas, Private. Mentioned
866
De Berry, J. R. Mentioned
1029
De Bevoise, William H. Mentioned
170, 221, 234
De Graffenried, F. H. Mentioned
1028
Dehon, Arthur. Mentioned
261
Delaney, Dennis. Mentioned
178
Delany, William. Mentioned
203
Delaware Troops. Mentioned.
Infantry— /?e^//77e/7fs; 1st, 173, 193, 336, 337; 2d, 59, 172,192,278,282,292,
299-302

;

3d, 180, 199, 475, 480, 504, 514, 515.

Delay, Charles W. Mentioned
De Lille, John. Mentioned
Delony, William, G. Mentioned
Delormi, Louis. Mentioned
Dempsey, J. W. Mentioned
Denicke, E. A. Mentioned
Denike, J. P. Mentioned
Dennis, Sergeant. Mentioned
Dennis, J. S. Mentioned
Dennison, William N. Mentioned
Derby, Richard. Mentioned
De Rosset, William L. Mentioned
Derrick, Clarence. Mentioned
De Rus.sy, C. A. Mentioned
De Russy, G. B. Mentioned
De Saussure, W. D. Mentioned
De Vane, John A. Mentioned
Devens, Charles, jr. Mentioned
Devereux, Arthur F. Mentioned
Devin, Thomas C. Mentioned
Dexter, Samuel. Mentioned
Dick, Samuel B. Mentioned
Dickenson, G. Mentioned

974
1064, 1067, 1068

824
201

850
126, 130

343
1029
1028

212
201,314
808, 1027, 1028, 1033
1076,1081
1089

848,850

804,886
921
174

173,307,322,323
179

201
i..

172

343

—
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Dickey, S. M. Mentioned
Dickinson, Joseph. Mentioned
Diehl, William H. Mentioned
Dingle, J. H., jr. Mentioned
Dingier, Thomas J. Mentioned
Dinsmore, R. Mentioned

1088, 1089

*

216
177
923, 929, 931

1029

125,128—130

District of Columbia Troops. Mentioned.
Infantry Regiments: 1st, 475,504; 2d, 174,204.

Diven, Alexander S. Mentioned
Doby, A. E. Mentioned
Doby, James. Mentioned
Dodd, Charles. Mentioned
Doebler, T. S. Mentioned
Dohmeyer, John. Mentioned
Dolan, Michael. Mentioned
Doles, George. Mentioned
Dold, William F, Mentioned
Donnelson, Henry. Mentioned
Donoho, Michael. Mentioned
Donovan, Joseph. Mentioned
Doolittle, Isaac. Mentioned
Doster, J. R. Mentioned
Doubleday, Abner.
Mentioned

497

864,866
842

288
360
445
363
808, 1028, 1031, 1033
974
1028
846
385
259
872
27,30,34,51,52,55,56,

97, 170, 184, 189, 216-218, 220, 221, 232-239, 242, 243, 258, 265, 269, 417,

475

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
223
221
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862
Dougherty, A. N. Mentioned
113,277
183, 394, 395
Dougherty, John. Mentioned
958
Douglas, H. K. Mentioned
Douglass, M. Mentioned
806,952,954,956,965,966,968,974,975,978
Dow, Luman F. Mentioned
260

Downey,

S.

W.

Correspondence with Thomas H. Ford
Mentioned
520, 527, 528, 535, 536, 538, 541, 543,

619, 627
.554,

560-562, 568, 570, 586,

588, 602, 609, 613, 673, 676, 677, 705, 707, 734, 742, 745, 758, 772, 783, 795, 802

Testimony

siege

of,

and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., Sept.

12-15,

613-625

1862

Downs, John S. Mentioned
Drake, James L. Mentioned
Drake, J. H. Mentioned
Drake, John L. Mentioned
Draper, C. S. Mentioned
Drayton, Thomas F. Mentioned

201

467,468
924
200
282
147,804,811,839,

843, 885, 886, 888, 889, 891, 896-898, 900, 907-909, 922, 946, 1020, 1021, 1032

Drimer, Julius.

Mentioned

437

Drum, William F.
Correspondence with John S. Poland
364
Mentioned
362-364
Dryer, Hiram.
Mentioned
63, 175, 213, 351, 352, 355, 357-359, 362, 363
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
356

Duane, James C.

Mentioned

169
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Du
Du
Du

Henry A. Mentioned
Bose, D. M. Mentioned
Bois,

108

893
941,942

Bose, W. P. Mentioned
Dudley, William W.
Mentioned

170

Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Duffey, Terrance. Mentioned
Duffield, Charles. Mentioned
DufSeld, William M. Mentioned
Duffy, Felix. Mentioned
Duffy, George. Mentioned
Duffy, G. T. Mentioned
Duguid, E. M. Mentioned
Mentioned
Duke, Basil C.
Duncan, W. E. Mentioned
Dunlap, James H. Mentioned

251
297
202,463,470
203
201,282,294,295,297
155

912
1029
1077, 1084
i)24

990

Dunn, Jame.s. Mentioned
Dunn, Thomas S. Mentioned
Dupuy, C. L. C. Mentioned
Durell, George W. Mentioned
Durham, S. A.

203
359
849

178,449

Mentioned

806,941

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of, Sept. 16-17, 1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of, Sept. 14, 1862

Duryea, Abram. Mentioned
Duryea, Hiram. Mentioned
Duryea, J. Eugene. Mentioned
Duryea, W. B. C. Mentioned
D’Utassy, Frederick G.
Correspondence with
Miles, Dixon S

950
940

51, 171, 185, 190, 215, 258, 259, 261, 263, 264, 267, 275

White, Julius
Mentioned

368
178, 419, 444

259

595,596,599-601
596
527, 528, 533, 539, 551-555,

.558,

580,

581, 585, 586, 592, 595, 596, 599, 602, 605, 622, 623, 628, 629, 631, 632, 6.35-638,
651, 658, 659, 664, 666, 669, 682, 683, 685, 686, 688, 751, 776, 783, 796, 798, 802

Testimony

of,

siege

and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., Sept.

12-15,

1862

Mentioned
Dwight, James H. Mentioned
Dwight, Wilder. Mentioned
Dwight, W. M. Mentioned
Dwin, Thomas P. Mentioned
Eager, Ephraim B. Mentioned
Earle, Francis S. For correspondence as
Early, Jubal A.
Mentioned

Duvillard,

J.

595-601

A.

358

282,299
203, 478, 496, 501
864
188
251
A. A. G., see George W. Morell.

149, 806, 813, 820, 821, 837,

858, 865, 883, 914, 917, 920, 9.52, 954-957,963,974,975,977-979,1008, 1013

Report of operations Sept. 3-27, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
Early, S. H. Mentioned

965

Eason, T. D. Mentioned
Eberhard, John P. Mentioned
Echols, John.
Mentioned
1073, 1074, 1076,
Supersedes Loring in command of the Dept, of Southwestern Virginia

940

971
201
1077, 1090

2
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EdgeU, Frederick M.

Mentioned
Mentioned
Edmund,
Edwards, Alfred. Mentioned
Edwards, David. Mentioned
Edwards Ferry, Md. Skirmish at, Sept.
Edwards, John, jr. Mentioned
Edwards, John F. Mentioned

171,227,228,236
814

.

Edwards, O.

857,800
1005
3-4, 1862

157
179

856

E.

Mentioned

807,988

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle
Harper’s Ferry, W. Va.

Sept. 16-17, 1862
Siege and eapture

of.

998
of.

Sept. 12-15, 1862

Mentioned

Egan, John.

Eicholtz, George C.

997
310

M. Mentioned

304

Eidleman, Andrew. Mentioned
Elbert, Leroy S. Mentioned
Elder, James G. Mentioned
Elder, Samuel S. Mentioned
Ellingwood, L. H. Mentioned
Elliott, J. B. Mentioned
Elliott, Lyman S. Mentioned
Elliott, William. Mentioned
Mentioned
Ellis, James H.
Mentioned
Ellis, T. G.
Ellis. William. Mentioned
Mentioned
Ellis, William H.
Mentioned
Ellis, William S.
Ellison, George. Mentioned
Ely, Josiah. Mentioned
Ely, Ralph. Mentioned
Emery, Augustus F. Mentioned
Emmert, Temple. Mentioned
England, A. V. Mentioned
Erwin, F. A. Mentioned
Eshleman, B. F. Mentioned
Estes, James. Mentioned
Estes, W. A. Mentioned
Eubank, J. L. Mentioned
Eustis, Henry L. Mentioned
Evans, A. L. Mentioned
Evans, John. Mentioned
Evans, Nathan G.
Mentioned
143, 147, 806, 811,

436
213
175

207,342-344
314

1056

1059,1063-1066,1068
806, 844, 846

1029
332, 334

397, 398

850

260,266
1028
1028

177,430
413
294
862, 880
989, 997
806, 848, 850, 851

931

1028

806,846,889

-

174

-

940
300
839, 841, 843, 939-942, 945, 1021, 1044, 1045

Reports of operations Sept. 14-17, 1862, during Maryland Campaign

Evans, Thomas H. Mentioned
Evans, T. S. Mentioned
Everhart, A. J. Mentioned
Ewell, Richard S. Mentioned

939,940
358
923, 938

814
89,

141, 147, 149, 499, 529, 806, 813, 827, 952-956, 962, 965, 974, 975, 978, 1091

Ewing, Hugh.
Mentioned

173, 187, 198, 424, 458, 461, 462, 465-468

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of, Sept. 16-17, 1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of, Sept, 14, 1862.,,,,

72

R
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463
469
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2 um, James

Mentioned
Ezell, C. R. Mentioned
Faehtz, E. F. M. Mentioned
Fair, Isaac C. Mentioned
Fair, Samuel. Mentioned
Fairchild, Harrison S.
Mentioned
Ii

929,931

J.

1028
173
464

188
50, 170, 178, 187, 197, 426, 452, 453, 455, 456, 459, 460

Reports of operations Sept. 13-17, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
Fairchild, Lucius.

Mentioned
Report of battle of South Mountain Md., Sept.
Fairfax, J.W. Mentioned
Fairly, David. Mentioned
Faithful, William T. Mentioned
Falls Church, Va. Skirmishes at. Sept. 3-4, 1862.
Casualties. Returns of, Union troops
Report of Beverly H. Robertson

Fauquier County, Va.
Virginia.

-

14,

449

250,256

-

1862

252

1

842,941

386,387

533,534
204

828

See also report of Stuart, p. 814.
Operations in, Oct. 26-Nov. 10, 1862.
Operations in, Oot. 26-Nov. 10, 1862.

See Northern

457
Farley, James. Mentioned
869
Farley, W. D. Mentioned
213
Farnsworth, E. J. Mentioned
180,200,208-211,213
Farnsworth, John F. Mentioned
952
Faulkner, Charles J. Correspondence with Robert E. Lee
For correspondence as A. A. G., see Thomas J. JacJcson.
Faville, J.

M. Mentioned

Fayetteville, W. Va. Action
Lightburn, J. A. J
Loring, William W.----.

See also Sept. 6-16, 1862.

282, 299

Reports of

at. Sept. 10, 1862.

1057
-

Kanawha

Valley,

1069

-

W. Va.

Campaign in

the.

Re-

ports of

Browne, William H.
Davis, Alexander M.

Loring, William

King, J. Floyd.
Lightburn, J. A. J.

Siber,

W.

Poor, K. L.

Edward.

Thorburn, C. E.
Wharton, G. C.
Williams, John

Feagin, Isaac B. Mentioned
Fearing, G. R. Mentioned
Featherston, Winfield S. Mentioned
Fellows, Enoch Q. Mentioned

806,972,973,977
421
804, 812, 836, 842, 843, 855, 910

178,447

M. Mentioned
John M. Mentioned

Feltman,

1028

J.

Felton,
Feltus, A.

1029,1045

M.

Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Fenton, William M. Mentioned
Ferguson, C. B. Mentioned
Ferrero,

S.

804

884

98
106

Edward.

Mentioned
Report of operations Sept. 7-17,
Ferris, Thomas H. Mentioned
Fickling, W. W. Mentioned
Field, Charles W. Mentioned
Fife, William E. Mentioned

178, 187, 197, 443-445, 447

1862, during

Maryland Campaign

447,449
436

846
807, 952, 979, 1000-1002

1082
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395
Peter A. Mentioned
488
Fillebrown, James S. Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862.
203
Finch, Isaac. Mentioned
302
Finlason, William H. Mentioned
.1063, 1065, 1067, 1068
Fischer, F. Mentioned
803,884
Fiser, John C. Mentioned
Filbert,

*.

Fisher, B. F.
118-123,125,132
Mentioned
Report of operations of Army of the Potomac, Sept. 4-30, 1862
126
171,272
Fisher, Joseph W. Mentioned
460
Fitch, E. P. Mentioned
383
Fitts, James G. Mentioned
1074
Fitzhugh, Hemry. Mentioned
421
Flagler, D. W. Mentioned
920
Flemming, J. A. Mentioned
Flint Hill, Va. Affair at, Sept. 2, 1862. See report of Hampton, p. 822.
Florentine, Abraham. Mentioned
203
Florida Troops. Mentioned.
Infantry— /?ey//ne/7fs : 2d, 804, 812, 1048 5th, 303 8th, 804, 812,
Floyd, John B. Mentioned
1071
Floyd, John R. Mentioned
636
Floyd- Jones, De L.
Mentioned
175,361
Reports of operations SeiJt. 16-20, 1862, during Maryland Cami)aign
365
Fluharty, Joshua. Mentioned
545
1001
Flynt, T. W. Mentioned
201,302
Folger, Henry A. Mentioned
807,982,1006
Folsom, Robert W. Mentioned
829
Foote, Frederick. Mentioned
334
Foote, George A., jr. Mentioned
Force, George B. Mentioned
201,335
887
Ford, James W. Mentioned
1005
Ford, John B. Mentioned
Ford, L. D. Mentioned
1028
Ford, Thomas H.
Correspondence with
Downey, S.
619, 627
Miles, Dixon S
523, 537, 545, 546, 760
;

;

W

Russell, C.

H

545

Mentioned

43,519,521,

525, 526, 528; 533-537, 547, 551, 554, 556-558, 563, 567-572, 574-581, 585, 592602, 604, 605, 607, 609, 614, 615, 617-623, 626-629, 643-645, 647, 649, 651, 658,
660, 663, 673, 678, 683, 690, 693-695, 698-701, 703-715, 717-719, 723, 725, 727-

729, 737, 740, 741, 749, 751, 760-764, 770-772, 774, 777-785, 795, 796, 798-803

Report of operations Sept. 5-13, 1862, during siege and capture of Harper’s
Ferry,

Statement

W.

of,

W.Va

to Harper’s Ferry Military

Mentioned
Forsberg, August. Mentioned
Fortescue, L. R. Mentioned
Forwood, W. H. Mentioned
Foster, E. M. Mentioned
Foster, G. Mentioned
Foster, George L Mentioned

Forehand,

541

Commission

777
314
1081,1088,1089
118,119,130
360
877

1046

238

1140

INDEX,
Pago.

Fouck, William. Mentioned
Four Locks, Md. Skirmish at, Oct.
Fowler, Andrew L. Mentioned
Fowler, Henry.
Mentioned

363
9,

1862

2

201
172,282,294

Reimrt of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Fowler, Henry B. Mentioned
Fowler, John W. Mentioned
Fox, Richard. Mentioned
Fox, W. F. Mentioned
Foy, Charles D. Mentioned
Fralick,

J.

H.

295
1047

470
301

503
300

Mentioned
Mentioned

119, 126, 127, 130

Francis, James.

501

Frank, John D.
Mentioned

174

Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
325
Frank, Paul.
Mentioned
59, 172, 278, 281, 299
Report of operations Sept. 15-19, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
301
“
170
Frank, Royal T. Mentioned
Franklin, Freeman E. Mentioned
1061,1062
Franklin, R. M. Mentioned
944
Franklin, William B.
Assignments to command
3
Correspondence with George B. McClellan
45-47
itinerary of the Sixth Army Corps, Sept. 1-30, 1862
378
Mentioned .... 8, 11, 25, 28-30, 34-36, 38-40, 43-48, 53, 55, 60, 61, 67, 68, 70, 74-77, 8688, 95, 97, 98, 101, 108, 116, 118, 119, 121, 127, 128, 135, 136, 169, 174, 176, 182,

183, 195, 200, 206, 209, 241, 284, 349, 379, 401, 403, 404, 406, 416, 417, 477, 483,

485, 486, 488, 492, 496, 505, 510, 519, 721-726, 737, 776, 785, 786, 796, 800, 1023

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
Crampton^s Pass, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862
Frayser, R. E. Mentioned
Frederick City, Md. Skirmishes at. Sept. 12, 1862.
Casualties. Returns of. Union troops
Reports of. See Sept. 3-20, 1862. Maryland Campaign.
Burnside,

Ambrose E.

Hampton, Wade.

McClellan, George B.
Pleasonton, Alfred.

Fredericksburg, Va. Skirmish at, Nov.
Freeman, Charles M. Mentioned
Freeman, Eli. Mentioned
Fremont, John C. Mentioned
French, Frank S. Mentioned
French, Samuel G. Mentioned
French, Thomas B. Mentioned
French, William H.
Mentioned

9,

1862

376
374
821

204
Reports of
Stuart, J. E. B.

1

3
362
1029

92,769
310
1019

805,913,915,955
30,34,57-61,

97, 134, 173, 193, 275, 276, 294, 299, 304, 308, 326, 332, 335, 337, 377, 408, 421

Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
French, William H, jr. Mentioned
Frick, Adolph. Mentioned
Frick, J acob G. Mentioned

323
324
201
175
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Taget

Frobel, B.

W.

Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Fry, B. D. Mentioned
Fry, C. W. Mentioned
Fry, W. T. Mentioned
Fullenwider, A. W. Mentioned
Fuller, C. S. Mentioned
Fuller, E. P. Mentioned
Fuller, Frederick K. Mentioned
Fuller, W. D. Mentioned
Funk, J. H. S. Mentioned
Funsten, O. R. Mentioned
Furbay, Reese R. Mentioned
Furbish, Nehemiah T. Mentioned
Fussell, J. K. Mentioned

Gadberry,

J.

M. Mentioned

Gaillard, Franklin.

Mentioned

Galbraith, J. M. Mentioned
Gale, W. Mentioned
Gallagher, Thomas F. Mentioned
Galligan, George R. Mentioned
Galt, J. A. Mentioned

W. Mentioned
Gansevoort, Henry L. Mentioned
Garber, A. W. Mentioned
Garden, H. R. Mentioned
Gardner, Charles T. Mentioned
Gardner, R. D. Mentioned
Garland, J. M. Mentioned
Garland, Samuel, jr. Mentioned
Gammell, George

805, 922, 924

925
809, 1027, 1054

154

903
1029

283
335
131,132
207
139
828

202,463,470
201

880

842

866
848-850
314
51, 172, 186, 267, 268, 274

188

917
1009

271

955
805, 926

422
808, 1012, 1013

110
140, 146, 149, 808, 813, 1019, 1020,

1022, 1023, 1026, 1029, 1030, 1039, 1040, 1045-1047, 1049, 1051, 1053, 1054

944
Garner, Charles. Mentioned
%
1013
Garnett, James M. Mentioned
842
Garnett, John J. Mentioned
Garnett, Richard B.
Correspondence with James D. Mclntire
902
Mentioned ... 143, 147, 805, 839, 841, 843, 846, 849, 885, 886, 888, 899, 900, 903, 906, 907
Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of, Sept. 16-17, 1862
896
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862
894
Garrett, Thomas M.
Mentioned
808, 1024, 1029, 1042, 1043
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
1043
Garrison, N. J. Mentioned
809, 1028, 1054
203
Garvey, John. Mentioned
Gary, M. W.
Mentioned
805,924,929
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
930
Gaston, George. Mentioned
343
Gates, Theodore B.
Mentioned
170,221,242,244,245
Repf)rt8 of
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
246
South Mountaiu, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862
245

—

—
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Gauley Ferry, W. Va.
Kanawha Valley, W.

Skirmish at, Sept. 11, 1862. See Septemher 6-16, 1362.
Va.
Campaign in the. Bepor'cs of

Gilbert, Samuel A.
King, J. Eloyd.

Lightburn, J. A. J.

Thorbum, C. E.

W.

Wharton, G. C.

Loring, William

Mentioned
Gay, George A. Mentioned
Gay, J. T. Mentioned
Gayle, B. B. Mentioned
Geary, John W. Mentioned
George, George W. Mentioned
Georgia Troops. Mentioned.
Artillery, Light Battalions : Sumter
Gaulin, James.

846

201,288
1028
261, 808, 1021, 1026, 1035
98, 480, 504, 1091

288

A,

B, 809 ; D,
Milledge’s,
Pulaski, 804, 812, 836, 844, 854, 858, 861, 862, 864-867. Troup
{Batteries),

809, 836, 837 ; E, 153, 154, 809, 837, 1020, 1022, 1052.
809, 837, 838
Artillery

:

;

809, 837

Batteries

;

:

400, 804, 836, 844, 854, 858, 861, 862, 864, 871.

Regiments: 1st (Regulars), 805, 811, 909; 2d, 150, 804, 811, 886,
888-892; 3d, 804, 812; 4th, 808, 813, 1031 ; 6th, 809, 813, 1020, 1053, 1054 ;
7th, 413, 805, 811 ; 8th, 9th, 805, 811 ; 10th, 803, 812, 861, 862, 870, 872-

Infantry

'

11th, 805, 811, 820, 885-887, 891, 893, 910-912 ; 12th, 806, 813, 968, 974,
13th, 806, 813, 974, "975; 14th, 807, 1006 15th, 804, 811, 886,
891, 892 ; 16th, 394, 803, 812, 861, 862 17th, 804, 811,886, 891, 893 ; 18th,
805, 811, 922, 928-930, 932, 934; 19th, 807, 813, 982, 1000-1003 ; 20th,
150, 489, 804, 811, 886, 889, 890-892 ; 21st, 806, 813, 968, 974, 976, 977 ; 22d,
804, 812 23d, 809, 813, 1021, 1022, 1053, 1054; 24th, 803, 812, 861, 862;
26th, 806, 974 27th, 809, 813, 1020, 1028, 1054 ; 28th, 809, 813, 1021, 1022,
1028, 1053, 1054; 31st, 806, 813, 974-976 ; 35th, 807 ; 38th, 806, 974, 975;
44th, 808, 813, 1028; 45th, 807, 1006; 48th, 804, 812 49th, 807, 1006;
50th, 804, 811, 886, 889-891 ; 51st, 804, 811 ; 53d, 803, 812, 862, 874, 875
60th, 806, 813, 974 6lBt, 806, 813, 974-976.
877, 879, 881
Miscellaneous— Cobb’s Legion, 387, 803, 810, 812, 817, 824, 861, 862.
879

;

976, 977;

;

;

;

;

;

;

Gerhardt, Joseph.
Mentioned

177, 430

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862
Gerker, P. Mentioned
Gerrold, Robert. Mentioned

Getty, George
Gibbon, John.
"
Mentioned

W.

442
441

259
974

-

Mentioned

98,421,436
,

28, 51, 52, 170, 184, 189, 206, 215, 218, 220, 221,

223-227, 229-231, 233, 240, 243, 244, 250, 252, 254, 257, 270, 321, 417, 475, 503

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862
Gibbons, Elijah W. Mentioned
Gibson, Horatio G. Mentioned
Gibson, J. C. Mentioned
Gibson, J. R. Mentioned

W.

248
247
334
62, 180,

Mentioned

Gibson,

J.

Gilbert,

Samuel A.

357
1056

Mentioned
Reports of campaign in the
Gilbert, S. C. Mentioned
Gile, George W. Mentioned

212
971

1058-1060

Kanawha

Valley,

W.

Va., Sept. 6-16, 1862

1063

846
171,265
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Mentioned
342
1018
Gilmer, J. F. Mentioned
856
Gilmore, John T. Mentioned
202
Gilmore, Robert B. Mentioned
1006
Ginter, Lewis. Mentioned
202
Givler, William A. Mentioned
459
Glassie, Daniel W. Mentioned....
503
Gleason, Ezra. Mentioned
Gleason, John H. Mentioned
282, 296
1080
Gleaves, S. C. Mentioned
944
Glenn, B. T. Mentioned
1047
Glenn, Chalmers. Mentioned
1029
Glenn, John W. Mentioned
Glenville, W. Va. Skirmish near. Sept. 30, 1862
2
Gloskoski, J.
125-130
Mentioned
137
Report of operations of the Army of the Potomac Sept. 16-Nov. 29, 1862. ..
466
Glotfelter, W. H. Mentioned
806,977
Glover, Thomas C. Mentioned
842
Glover, Thomas J. Mentioned
1028
Glover, W.W. Mentioned
238
Goddard, James L. Mentioned
Goff, J. M. Mentioned
1024, 1028, 1038
1028
Goff, William. Mentioned
Goggin, James M. Mentioned
854,856,860,882
Golding, M. L. Mentioned
1056
Golightly,
1009
C. Mentioned
Golladay, Jacob B. Mentioned
808,1013
Gondelock, B. D. Mentioned
944
Gilliss,

James.

^

R

Goodman,

Charles.

Mentioned
Testimony

639
of,

siege

and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., Sept. 12-15,

1862

639-642

Goodrich, E. R. Mentioned
Goodrich, William B. Mentioned

421
180,
199, 201, 244, 475, 476, 478, 504, 505, 513, 514,

Goodwin, Charles A. Mentioned
Goodwin, George F. Mentioned
Gordon, A. M. Mentioned
Gordon, George A. Mentioned
Gordon, George H.

516

201,413
288
1015, 1016

170

Correspondence with Alpheus S. Williams
483
Mentioned
56, 57, 86, 179, 198, 474-479, 485, 486, 501
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
494
1028
Gordon, J. J. Mentioned
J
350
Gordon, John. Mentioned
Gordon, John B. Mentioned
808, 950, 1021, 1027, 1028, 1034, 1036, 1038
Gordon, L. P. Mentioned
949
Goree, Thomas J. Mentioned
842
Gorey, John B. Mentioned
845
Gorgas, E. J. Mentioned
260,266
Gorgas, John A. Mentioned..
260,266
Gorgas, Josiah. Mentioned....
154,155
Gorman, Richard. Mentioned
316
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Gorman, Willis A.
Mentioned..^

52,
56, 57, 97, 173, 192, 240, 248, 253, 254, 257, 276, 305-308, 313, 315, 317, 319

Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Gossett, John. Mentioned

310
944

Gosson, John J. Mentioned
Gould, J. Parker. Mentioned
Gouley, John W. S. Mentioned
Grafflin, Charles L. Mentioned
GrafUin,

282,294
171,261
342
615,616,619

William H.

Mentioned
Testimony

542,770,783
of,

siege

and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., Sept.

12-15,

1862

770,771

Abraham.

Mentioned
362
1087
Graham, D. P. Mentioned
*
Graham, John H.
Mentioned
529, 537, 538, 540, 547, 548, 584, 588, 590, 661, 665, 765, 797
Testimony of, siege and capture of Harper’s -Ferry, W. Va., Sept. 12-15,
Grafius,

661-663

1862

Graham, Samuel. Mentioned
Graham, William M.

788

Mentioned
60,
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Grannis, Frederick W. Mentioned
Grant, Gabriel. Mentioned
Grant, J. Mentioned
Grant, J. J. Mentioned
Grant, Lewis A. Mentioned
Grant, S. D. Mentioned
Grattan, G. G. Mentioned
Graves, Frank. Mentioned
Graves, George A. Mentioned
Graves, Jen vrin R. Mentioned
Graves, W. P. Mentioned
Gray, J. F. S. Mentioned
Gray, J. W. Mentioned
Graybill, Tully. Mentioned
Green, Hanson T. C. Mentioned
Green, J. M. Mentioned
Green, William. Mentioned
Greenbrier County, W. Va. Expedition into, Nov. 9-11, 1862
Greene, C. T. Mentioned
Greene, George S.
Mentioned

176, 207, 279, 341-343

343

290,292
324

930
893

-

177

358
1053,1054
177, 428

1005

288
436
403
362,363
809, 1053

534

-

884
228, 230
3

506
35,

55-57, 130, 179, 199, 474-478, 480-482, 489, 495, 496, 502, 503, 508, 509, 511, 512

Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Greene, O. D. Mentioned
Gregg, Maxcy. Mentioned

503
378
147,

150, 152, 807, 891, 952, 954, 957, 979-982, 986-992, 994-996, 1001

Gregory, Edgar M,

Mentioned
Greig, Theodore W. Mentioned
Grice, W. L. Mentioned
Griffin,

175

290,292
807,1006
"7

Charles.

Mentioned
Report of operations Sept. 17-27,

35, 68, 174, 339,

1862,

during Maryland Campaign ......

347
349

•
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Leander. Mentioned
Mentioned
Griffin, Patrick Henry.
Mentioned
Griffin, Simon G.
Griffith, A. J. Eeports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of, Sept. 16-17, 1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862

1056

Griffin,

James

884
178, 419, 444

1050
1049

307
Mentioned....
Grigsby, A. J. Mentioned. 147, 149, 808, 952, 954, 956, 962, 969-971, 1007-1010, 1012, 1013
1015
Grigsby, R. Mentioned
Griffith,

J.

Grimes, Bryan.
Mentioned
Report of battle of South Mountain, Md., Sept. 14, 1862
Grimes, John G. B. Mentioned
Griswold, John. Mentioned
Grosvenor, Thomas W. Mentioned
Grove, William P. Mentioned
Grover, Ira G. Mentioned
Guild, Lafayette. Mentioned
Guindon, Eugene W. Mentioned
Guiney, Patrick R. Mentioned
Gustin, Richard. Mentioned
Gwyn, James.
Mentioned
Report of action near Shepherdstown, W. Va., Sept. 20, 1862
Haas, Jacob W. Mentioned
Hackler, James W. Mentioned
Hadden, W. M. Mentioned
Hagerstown, Md. Skirmish near. Sept. 20, 1862
Haggerty, Harry. Mentioned
Haggerty, J. I. Mentioned
Haile, James L. Mentioned
Hains, Peter C. Mentioned
Haldeman, Isaac L.
Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Hale, C. H. Mentioned
Hale, Morton F. Mentioned
Hale, Samuel, jr. Mentioned
Hall, Colonel (?). Mentioned

808, 1029

1048
1049

200

517,518
188
170, 222, 237

810
381

174
172

347

348
395
1084
995, 996

158

387
924

842

62,180,212
179

490

445
'

324

970,971
621

Hall, E. D.

Mentioned
805,915,917,920,921
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., September 16-17, 1862
917
Hall. J. A. Mentioned
213
Hall, J. S. Mentioned
119, 124, 126, 127, 130-132
Hall, Michael. Mentioned
174
Hall,

Norman

J.

Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Hall, P. H. Mentioned
*
Hall, T. E. Mentioned
Hall, W. C. Mentioned
Hall, William E. Mentioned
Halleck, Henry W.
Mentioned
7, 8, 11, 13, 16, 24, 25, 36-38, 40,

173, 192, 307, 320

321

880

103,421,422
977
302
41, 43, 70. 72, 74, 78-84, 117,

121, 338, 340, 368-370, 372, 532, 551, 584, 774, 775, 785, 786, 788, 793, 795, 800
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Halleck, Henry W. Continued.
Report of operations Sept. 3-Oct. 24, 1862
Testimony of, siege and capture of Harper’s Ferry,

4

W.

Va., Sept. 12-15,

1862

786,787

For correspondence,
Haller, Granville O.

etc.,

see

Army

Headquarters.

Mentioned

170

Hallowell, Edward N. Mentioned
Halsey, D. P. Mentioned
Halstead, E. P. Mentioned
Halsted, E. L. Mentioned

Hamilton, Sergeant.
Hamilton, D. H.
Mentioned

320, 322

1041,1042
223, 226

125,128,130

Mentioned

Report of operations Sept.

1063, 1067, 1068

807, 988, 993

2-20,

during Maryland Campaign

Hamilton, D. H, jr. Mentioned
Hamilton, James. Mentioned
Hamilton, S. P. Mentioned
Hammell, John S. Mentioned
Hammersly, William W. Mentioned
Hammerstein, Herbert von. Mentioned
Hammond, William A. Mentioned
Hampton, Robert B. Mentioned

991

990,992
924
804,854,855
303
179, 478, 485, 487, 493

216
116

180,477

Hampton, Wade.
Mentioned
Reports of operations Sept.

810, 814-821, 826
2-20, 1862, during

Maryland Campaign

Hance, W. W. Mentioned
Hancock, J. B. Mentioned
Hancock, John. Mentioned
Hancock, Winfield S.
Mentioned

822,823
865
1028
407

60-62, 97, 118, 119, 132, 172, 177, 191, 195, 206, 207, 209

211, 212, 276, 283, 286, 299, 310, 333, 335, 344, 376, 377, 402, 403, 405, 409, 491

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of, Sept. 16-17, 1862
Crampton’s Pass, Md. Battle of, Sept. 14, 1862

Hanging Rock, W. Va. See Blue’s Gap, W.
Hanks, A. G. Mentioned
Hanna, Robert. Mentioned
Hannah, L.B. Mentioned
*
Hannum, John T. Mentioned
Hanson, John. Mentioned
Hanson, John F. Mentioned
Harbin, N. W. Mentioned
Hard, John S. Mentioned..
Hardaway, R. A. Mentioned
Hardenbergh, Jacob B. Mentioned
Hardwick, Charles C. Mentioned
Hare, Thomas. Mentioned

932
301
1028

395
933

879
908
803,866
809, 831, 834, 838, 1024
246, 247
910,911
182, 451, 452

Mentioned
*
Harland, Edward.
Mentioned
50, 65,
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862

^

405

Va.

Hr.rlan, John.

Harman, A. W. Mentioned
Harman, E. H. Mentioned

277,406

I

*.

395

178, 197, 420, 426, 454-456, 459

452
810,815,825
1082,1085

-
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Harman, John A.
957

Mentioned
Report of operations Sept. 3-20, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
Harman, M. G. Mentioned
Harman, W. H. Mentioned
Harmeling, Sergeant. Mentioned
Harn, William A. Mentioned
*...
Harney, F. M. Mentioned
Harper, Private. Mentioned
Harper, W. M. Mentioned
Harper’s Ferry, W. Va.
Burnside, Ambrose E., assigned to command of the defenses of

Operations about, Sept. 21-Nov.

1083
1028
404
1029

1084

905

2

14, 1862.*

Communications from
Army Headquarters
McClellan, George B
See also reports of
Also

960
806

10,84,85
10, 11, 16, 70, 84-86

HallecJc, p. 4

;

McClellan, pp. 24, 36

Lee, p. 144.

;

W. Va. Reconnaissance from.
W. Va. Reconnaissance toward.

25, 1862. Shepherdstown,

Sept.

27, 1862. Charlestown,

Oct.

1,

Md.

1862. Sharpshurg,

Reconnaissance from.

Reconnaissance

1-2, 1862. Leeshurgy Va.

to.

Gap, W. Va. Affair at.
1862. Blue's Gap, W. Va. Capture of Confederate camp at.
Little Cacapon Bridge, W. Va.
Capture of Union

2, 1862. Bluets
4.

forces at.

Paw-Paw Tunnel, W.
6, 1862.

Charlestown,

9, 1862.

Four

LocTcs,

TV.

Reconnaissance toward.
Skirmish at.

Va.

Md.

16, 1862. Kearneysville, TV. Va.

TV.

Va.

to.

at.

Reconnaissance

to.

Skirmish near.

22, 1862. Snickersville, Va.
29, 1862. TVilliamsport,

to.

to.

Reconnaissance

Skirmish

20, 1862. Hedgesville, TV. Va.

21, 1862. Lovettsville, Va.

Reconnaissance

Reconnaissance

16-17, 1862. Smithfield, TV. Va.

Charlestown,

Capture of Union forces at.
Reconnaissance from.

Va.

Loudoun Heights, Va.

4-6, 1862.

Md.

Capture of Confederate pickets

opposite.

Nov.

6, 1862.

Martinsburg,

9, 1862.

Rippon,

10, 1862.

Siege and capture

of,

TV.

TV.

Va.

Va.

Skirmish

at.

Reconnaissance

Charlestown, W. Va.

Skirmish

to.

at.

Sept. 12-15, 1862.

Returns of.
Communications from

Casualties.

Union troops

Adjutant-General’s Office, U. S.

549

A

Army Headquarters

530,802
521, 757-759, 787, 793, 801

Bacon, Charles Graham
D’Utassy, Frederick G
Ford, Thomas
Jackson, Thomas J
McClellan, George B

552
595, 596, 628

H

Maulsby, William
Dixon S

Miles,

*

P

523, 545, 546, 619, 627, 760
958, 959

758,759,785,802
557
520-522, 525, 537, 557, 596, 599-601, 757, 758, 789-791

Includes operations on the

Upper Potomac.

.
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Harper’s Ferry,

W.

Siege and capture

Va.

— Continued.

of,

Sept. 12-15, 1862.

Communications from
Ordnance Department, U.
Paxton, E. F
Ramsay, George
Russell,

S.

A

759
959

D

760

C.H

545

Tyler, Daniel
Voss,

552,801,802
758

A

Walker, J. G
White, Julius
Wool, John E
Guns used and surrendered.

Memorandum

958,959
525, 530, 596, 759, 791, 801

520-523, 758, 759, 788-791

Statement

of,

of interrogations to colonels of regiments in regard to..

548
553

Military Commission

Appointed to investigate

549
802

Dissolved
Findings announced
Record of
Reports of

802

549-803
^

L

Binney, Plenry

M

958
532

Brown, Joseph
Edwards, O. E

N

998

Bartlett, Jos.

997

H

Ford, Thomas
Jackson, Thomas J

Kershaw,

J.

541

951

B

862

Mcllvaine, Henry B
Military Commission

James
Walker, John

Perrin,

M

546
794

993

G

912

White, Julius
Willard, George
Wool, John E
Statements of

523,525,531

Ford,

Thomas

L

540
518

H

777

White, Julius

774

Terms of capitulation

529

Testimony of
Bacon, Charles

G

Baird, William

H

664-672
607-613

Banks, Nathaniel P...
Barras, S.

A

Binney, Henry

M

577-595, 606, 607, 737-741, 760, 761

Brown, C. J
Brown, Elizabeth
Cameron, Daniel......
Carnes,

Adam

Clemans, Sylvester
Curtis, Henry, jr

756,757
672-682
713,714

719,720
631-639
771-774

W

Davis, Hasbrouck
Downey, S.

W

D’Utassy, Frederick G
Goodman, Charles
Grafllin, William H....

576
686-689,714
629-631

613-625
.595-601

1./ 6.39-642
770,771
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Harper’s Ferry, W. Va. Coutiinied.
Siege and capture of, Sept. 12-15, 1862.
Testimony of
Grabam, John H

Henry

Halleck,

661-663

W

786,787

M

Hewitt, S.
Hildebrandt,

566-576, 733-737

Hugo

601-606

McGrath, Eugene

690-701

B

749-752, 761, 762

McMartin, Martin
Maulsby, William P
Means, S. C

657-661

Mcllvaine, Henry

556-558
752-755

Noakes, Thomas

558, 559, 762, 763

Phillips,

684-686

Potts,

John B
John C
Benjamin F

653-657

W. Angelo

763-770

706-710

Pearce,

Powell,

Rigby, Silas F
Russell, Charles

649-652

H

....

720-730,737

Sammon, Simeon

625-629

Segoine, Jesse

682-684

Sehlen, J. C. H.
Steiner,

John

von

663,664
701-706

A

Sutton, Richard E
Trimble, William

H

Ward, William

...

G

White, Julius
Whittier,

648,649
741-749,756
730-733
714-719

John T

710-713

L
Willmon, John L
Wool, John E
Willard, George

See also Sept. 3-20, 1862.

559-566

642-648
787-794

Maryland Campaign.

Archer, James J.

Jones, John R.

Crutchfield, S.

Lane, James H.
Lee, Robert E.
Longstreet, James.
McClellan, George B.
McGowan, Samuel.
McLaws, Lafayette.

Early, Juhal A.
Hamilton, D. H.

Hampton, Wade.

Ambrose P.
Jackson, Thomas

Hill,

J.

Beports of

James H.
Pender, William D.
Pendleton, Edmund.
Pendleton, W. N.
Neal,

Thomas, Edward L.
Walker, R. L.
Williams, H. J.

Also reports of Malleclc, p. 4; McClellan, pp. 24, 36; Lee, p. 144.
Harper’s Ferry Military Commission. See Harper^ s Ferry, W. Va. Siege and
capture

Harrell, J. N.

of,

Sept. 12-15, 1862.

Mentioned

Harris, Charles.

Mentioned,,

Harris, John L. Mentioned
Harris, O. M. Mentioned
Harris, P. F. Mentioned

Harris, Robert. Mentioned
Harris, Skidmore. Mentioned
Harrison, J. E. Mentioned

1028

—

229,231

805,919
1056
1056
1056

804,890,893
212
Harrison’s Landing, Va. Attack on camps and shipping between Shirley and,
July 31-Aug. 1, 1862. See report of Hill, p. 1018.

Harrow, William.
Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862

173, 327, 328

328
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Mentioned
816,823
1079, 1083, 1084, 1089
W. T. Mentioned
Hartranft, John F. Mentioned
178,419,448
Hartsuff, George L. Mentioned. 52, 56, 171, 185, 190, 215, 216, 218, 258, 259, 263, 265, 266
124, 127, 130
Harvey, I. J. Mentioned
450
Haseltine, James H. Mentioned
Haskell, Frank A. Mentioned
248,249
Haskell, William L. Mentioned
413
316
Haskins, G. S. Mentioned
Hatch, Charles P. Mentioned
282, 299
Hatch, John P.
Mentioned .... 28, 34, 51, 52, 170, 184, 214-216, 221-223, 231, 232, 234, 238, 241, 242, 417
Report of battle of South Mountain, Md., Sept. 14, 1862....
220
Hatch, William B.
Mentioned
176, 383, 387
Report of battle of Crampton's Pass, Md., Sept. 14, 1862
387
Hatcher, Charles. Mentioned
835
Hateley, John C. Mentioned
842
Hatfield, H. C. Mentioned
1061
Haupt, Hermann. Mentioned
8,13,18,103
Hausmann, Charles. Mentioned
343
Hauteville, Frederic d’. Mentioned
485,486
Hauxthall, J. W. Mentioned
1028
Haw, G. P. Mentioned
880
Hawes, M. V. Mentioned
976
Hawes, Samuel. Mentioned
848,850
Hawkes, Henry P. Mentioned
466
1028
Hawkins, B. A. Mentioned
Hawley, Joseph W. Mentioned
179,474,478,484,491
Hawks, W. J. Report of operations, Sept. 3-20, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
961
Hay, La Mar S. Mentioned
395
517
Hayden, R. N. Mentioned
174, 346
Hayes, Joseph. Mentioned
178, 458, 460, 461, 467
Hayes, Rutherford B. Mentioned
Hays, Private. Mentioned
1029
Hart,
Hart,

J.

P.

Hays, Harry

T.

Mentioned
149, 806, 813, 952, 954-957, 965-968, 972-974, 1015
Report of battle of Autietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862.
978
Hays, Henry B. Mentioned
212
Hays, Timothy. Mentioned
363
Hays, William.
Mentioned
34, 52, 88, 98, 176, 194, 205-207, 338, 340, 341, 344
Report of operations, Sept. 16-19, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
.
342
Haywood, F. M., jr. Mentioned
1042
Hazard, Jeffrey. Mentioned
309
Hazard, John G. Mentioned
174
Hazlett, Charles B. Mentioned
175,350
Head, George B. Mentioned
365
Headington, Bmmett. Mentioned
463
Healy, S. Mentioned
237, 239
Hebrew, J. A. Mentioned
125-130, 132
Heckler, William. Mentioned
403
Hedgesville, W. Va. Skirmish at, Oct. 20, 1862
2
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Heintzelman, Samuel P.
Mentioned

12, 24, 38, 84, 101, 371

Placed in command of the Defenses of Washington south of the Potomac.
Supersedes Banks in command of Defenses of Washington
Superseded by Stoneman in command of 3d Corps
Helshley, John P. Mentioned
Heisler, Charles B. Mentioned
Helmbold, G-eorge C. Mentioned

Helmbold, William H. Mentioned
Henagan, John W. Mentioned
Henderson, A. Mentioned
Henderson, N. P. Mentioned
Henderson, T. Mentioned
Hendrickson, John. Mentioned
Henley, R. L. Mentioned
Henton, J. Mentioned
Herbert, Arthur. Mentioned
Herbert, J. Mentioned
Hero, Andrew, jr. Mentioned
Herring, Sergeant, Mentioned
Herring, Charles P. Mentioned
Herron, Joseph. Mentioned
Herzog, Charles. Mentioned
Hewitt, Sylvester M.
Mentioned

-

-

,

1091
1

•

3

3
300
397

300
300
863
974
1015

343
261

875
360

-

905
1056
848-850
1028

-

348
1028

126
528, 542-544, 554, 566, 579, 586, 601-603,

607, 608, 612, 614, 615, 619, 672, 673, 676-678, 701, 713, 728, 733, 772, 783, 795

Testimony

of,

siege

and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., Sept.

12-15,

566-576,733-737

1862

W. H. Mentioned
Hexamer, William. Mentioned

Hewlings,

260,266
60, 176, 280, 382

542,607,609,612,734,736
Hibbets, Jefferson J. Mentioned
307
Hioks, G. A. Mentioned
Higbee, Henry H. Mentioned
201, 302
Higgins, Jacob.
Mentioned
179, 474, 484, 485
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
491
Higgins, Joseph R, Mentioned
492
Higgins, W. W. Mentioned
996
Highland County, Va. Operations in, Nov. 5-14, 1862
3
Hildebrandt, Hugo.
Mentioned
542, 544, 545, 554, 597-599, 601, 709, 778, 802
Testimony of, siege and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., Sept, 12-15,
1862

Hildreth, James H.
Hildt, George H.

601-606

Mentioned

Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Hill, A. A. F. Mentioned
Hill,

Ambrose

Mentioned

248,249
178

469
893

P.
65, 89, 138, 141, 142, 145, 147, 148, 150, 152, 154, 420, 522, 523,

527-530, 533, 538, 540, 553, 564, .586, 641, 647, 651, 666, 669, 718, 738, 759, 764,
785, 790, 791, 797, 801, 807, 813, 834, 836, 841, 850, 851, 886, 891, 912, 914, 926,
951-955, 9^7, 959, 962, 963, 966, 973, 984, 985, 987-989, 1000, 1001, 1025, 1031
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Ambrose

P.

Page.

— Continued.

Reports of

Maryland Campaign.
Snicker’s Gap, Va.

Clarence E.
Daniel H.
Mentioned

Hill,

Operations Sept. 2-Nov. 3, 18G2, during
979,983
Reconnaissance to, and skirmish at, Nov. 3, 1862,.
983

Mentioned

201

Hill,

43, 45, 46, 53, 67, 89, 140-142, 145-150, 785, 808, 809, 813, 816, 817, 829,

836, 839, 840, 845, 872, 885, 895, 908, 910, 922, 923, 939, 941, 948, 955, 958, 963,

967, 977, 1025, 1031, 1032, 1034, 1037-1039, 1041, 1042, 1044, 1049, 1052-1054

Report of operations July 23-Sept.
Mentioned
Hill, J. D.
Hill, Joseph R. Mentioned
Mentioned
Hill, M. A.
Hill, R. C. Mentioned
Hill, R. Dudley. Mentioned
Hill, W. H. Mentioned
Hilliard, Private.

Reconnaissance

Joseph L.

Hilton,

including Maryland Campaign.

to,

1018
974
884

422
805, 915

1029
120, 122, 123, 125-130

Mentioned

1029

Hillsborough, Va. Reconnaissance
Hilt,

17, 1862,

to,

Oct. 4-6, 1862.

See Loudoun Heights, Va,

Oct. 4-6, 1862.

Mentioned

466

M.

Mentioned

806, 941

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of, Sept. 14, 1862
Hines, Jonathan D. Mentioned
Hinkle, William J. Mentioned
*

Hinks, Edward W. Mentioned
Hitchcock, F. L. Mentioned
Hiteshew, Daniel C. Mentioned
Hixon, Noah H. Mentioned
Hobart, H. Mentioned
Hobson, E. L. Mentioned
Hodges, Charles A. Mentioned
Hodges, J. G. Mentioned
Hodges, Wesley C. Mentioned
Hodgkins, Thomas. Mentioned
Hoffman, Alfred. Mentioned
Hoffman, F. L. Mentioned
Hoffman, Henry C. Mentioned
Hoffman, John J. Mentioned
Hofmann, J. William.
Mentioned

465,466
447
173, 307, 322,

323
331

549
528, 802

1015
808, 1021, 1023, 1024, 1028, 1035-1038

944

804,831,832,834,835,971
893
483
977

929
244
1063, 1064

170, 221, 225, 242,

52, 170, 184, 189, 222-224, 226, 239, 240, 243

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of, Sept. 16-17, 1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept, 14, 1862.

Holbrook, Henry C. Mentioned
Holden, William. Mentioned
Holland, J. A. Mentioned
Holland, T. B. Mentioned
Hollanquist, Private. Mentioned
Holliday, R. K. Mentioned
Hollinde, Emil. Mentioned
Hollon, W. R. Mentioned

949

948

235

234,238
201
421

900

825,826
1028
911
602, 667

879

mmX.
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Holloway, D. S. Mentioned.,,,,.
Holmes, C. R. Mentioned
Holmes, Robert E. Mentioned
Holmes, William R. Mentioned
Holmes, W. W. Mentioned

252
864,806
201,335
804, 842, 887, 889, 890, 892, 893

460

Holt, Joseph. Mentioned
Holt, Willis C.

550,794

Mentioned
Report of battle of Crampton’s Pass, Md., Sept.
Holzboru, Gustavus A. Mentioned
Hood, Henry G. Mentioned
Hood, John B.
Mentioned
811, 833,

8.36,

872, 873
14,

1802

876
201,315
400,467

147-149, 345, 785, 805,
839-841, 843, 845, 846, 858, 886, 889, 890, 909, 914, 917, 920, 927-

929, 935-939, 941, 955, 950, 907, 968, 975, 976, 979, 1007, 1012, 1021, 1022, 1032

Report of operations Sept. 1-18, 1862, during- Maryland Cauix)aign
922
Hooker, Joseph.
Assignments to command
3
Assumes command of 3d Corps, Army of Virginia...
157
Correspondence with George B. McClellan
50,219
Mentioned
25, 27-31, 34, 30, 38-40, 45, 48-51, 53-57, 61
62, 66, 67, 69, 103, 122, 128, 134, 109, 170, 182-184, 189, 200, 210, 221, 223-225,

227, 231-233, 230, 241, 243, 244, 248, 249, 252, 268, 271, 272, 275, 293, 308, 313,
315, 319, 338, 342, 416-418, 422, 443, 475, 484, 485, 487, 492, 494, 498, 500; 501

Reports of

Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1802
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862
Supersedes Porter in command of 5th Corps
Hoole, A. J. Mentioned
Hooper, Charles M. Mentioned
Hooper, I. Harris. Mentioned
Hopkins, William A. Mentioned
Hopkinson, Oliver. Mentioned
Horner, Frederick. Mentioned
Horsfall, William. Mentioned
Hortenstine, Isaac E. Mentioned
Horton, C. P. Mentioned
Horton, William. Mentioned
Hosmer, A. H. Mentioned
Hough, Solomon R. Mentioned
Hough, Thomas. Mentioned
Houston, D. C. Mentioned
Houston, W. B. Mentioned
Howard, A. C. Mentioned
Howard, Benjamin. Mentioned
Howard, Charles H. Mentioned
Howard, G. A. Mentioned
Howard, J. B. Mentioned
Howard, N. M. Mentioned
Howard, Oliver O.
Mentioned
56, 57, 173, 192, 276, 308, 311,
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Howe, Albion P. Mentioned
Howe, Church. Mentioned

216
213

Aiitietam,

73

R

R—VOL

XIX,

PT

I

3

803,865

807,1000
314

260
173,336,337
124, 125, 127,

KO

183, 397, 398

1009

505

200
445

260
755
217
1056
1056
109

307

807,1001,1002
17

1028
315, 318, 319, 321, 322, 407

305

174
307, 316

INDEX.
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Howell, E P. Mentioued
Howerth, Samuel. Mentioned..
Howland, John Mentioned
Hoyt, Charles H. Mentioned
Hubbard, H. H. Mentioned
Huber, Levi. Mentioned
Huckstep, Charles T. Mentioned
Hudson, Henry W.

1029

.

-

395
834, 838

173, 31 1, 313

Reports of battle of Antietani, Md., Sept, 16-17, 1862
J.

105
283

924

Mentioned

Hudson,

470
...

316,317

M. Mentioued

449

Huesler, Charles. Mentioned
Hufty, Baldwin. Mentioned

203
386,387
1027

Huggins, J. H. Mentioned
Hughes, L. P. Mentioned
Hughes, R. B. Mentioned
Hulbert, W. W. Mentioned
Hullihen, W. Q. Mentioned
Humphreys, Andrew A.

935
949
1028
821

.

Application

of, for

Mentioned

a court of inquiry
,

368
32, 55, 67, 98, 175, 338, 339, 341, 372,

373

Reports of operations Sept. 3-20, 1862, during Maryland Campaign ..368,370,373

Humphreys, Benjamin G. Mentioned
Humphreys, D. W. Mentioned
Humphreys, H. H. Mentioued
Humphries, William D. Mentioned
Hundley, Isaac. Mentioned

803,884
924, 938

370
944
1028

Hunsicker, Davis. Mentioned
202
Hunt, Charles J. Mentioued
173,321
Hunt, Henry J.
Mentioned
105, 341
Report of operations Sept. 5-20, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
205
Hunt, L. H. Mentioned
1046
liunter, Abraham A. Mentioned
460
Hunter, David. Mentioned
43, 550, 777, 794, 802, 803
Hunter, John A.
Mentioued
1074,1075,1080
Report of campaign in the Kanawha Valley, W. Va., Sept. 6-16, 1862
1080
Hunton, Eppa.
Mentioued
805, 842, 894, 896
Report of operations Sept. 14-17, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
898
Hurd, Sumner P. Mentioned
288
Hurlbut, Wilber L. Mentioned
282
Hurricane Bridge, W. Va. Skirmish at. Sept, 12, 1862. See re;port of LigliU
bum, p. 1058.
Huson, William. Mentioned
175
Hutchings, J. Mentioned
1028
Hutchins, Andrew J. Mentioned
1003
Hutchins, Robert A. Mentioned
429, 431
Hutchinson, John H. Mentioned
126
Hutton, Charles G. Mentioned
422
Hyde, Breed N. Mentioned
177
j,

Hyde, Thomas

W.

Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862

177, 402, 410, 411

412

—

:

:

1155

INDEX.

Page.

1046,1047

Mentioned
Hynes, D. J. Mentioned
Ilges, Guido. Mentioned
Illinois Troops. Mentioned.

Hyman,

J.

H.

210, 213

360

Regiments

Artillery,

1st (Batteries), h, 788;

2d

(Batteries),

M,

517, 524, 525, 527, 540, 547-549, 669, 684.

CnYaXry— Companies
208-210, 335, 824

Infantry
517,

;

:

— Companies

.524,

Schambeck’s,

12th,
:

178,458.

Regiments: 8th, 180,200,

84, 516-518, 525, 526, 534, 538, 549, 583, 629.

Sturges Rifles,

170.

Regiments

;

23d, 788

;

65th,

525, 527, 549, 602, 631, 636, 665.

Mentioned.
Light Batteries

Indiana Troops.
Artillery,

669

;

Wilder,

15th, 526, 527, 533, 537, 538, 547-549, 593, 664,

526, 527, 533, 537, 540, 547, 549, 572, 584, 588, 650-652, 663, 687,

688, 742-744, 748, 749.

Cavalry— /?e^//77e/7fs; 3d,

180, 200, 208-210, 213, 824.

Infantry— /?e^/we/7fs : 7th, 52, 170, 184, 189, 222, 235, 237 14th, 58,
327-330; 19th, 170, 184, 189, 224, 225, 244, 247-253 27th, 56, 179,
;

;

173, 193,
198, 474,

476, 487, 494, 495, 497-499, 504, 505.

Ingalls, Rufus.

Correspondence with
Bliss, Alexander
Boyd, Augustus
Lowry, Fielding
McClellan, George B
Q liar term aster-GeneraBs

76
76
’76
Office, U. S.

A

9, 20,

75
23

G

75

Thomas, D. G
Weeks, George
Mentioned

76
76

Sawtelle, C.

H
9, 12, 15,

Reports of operations of the Army of the Potomac,
July 1, 1862-Juue 30, 1863
Sept. 2-Nov. 9, 1862
Ingham, George T. Mentioned
Ingham, James B. Mentioned
Ingraham,' Charles H. Mentioned

20-22, 74, 77-79, 109, 110

99
94,97
352,361

202
341

1029
Ingram, Sergeant. Mentioned
Irish, Hugh C. Mentioned
201,502
Irwin, William H.
Mentioned
28,46,61,177,190,377,379,401-403,406-408,412-414
Report of operations Sept. 14-17, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
409
Isler,

John B.

Mentioned
175
Report of skirmish at Shepherdstowu Ford, W. Va., Sept. 19, 1862
344
Iverson, Alfred. Mentioned
808, 939, 940, 1020, 1024, 1029, 1040-1045
Ives, Robert H., jr. Mentioned
422,455
Jackson, J. C. Mentioned
378
Jackson, J. W. Mentioned
808, 1008
Jackson, Lyman J.
Mentioned
178
Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862

Jackson, Nathaniel J.
Mentioned
Report of battle of Cramptou’s Pass, Md., Sept.
Jackson* Samuel M. Mentioned -rr.

473
472
176, 388, 480, 481

14,

1862

390

172
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Jackson, Thomas G. Mentioned
Jackson, Thomas J.
Assignments to command
Correspondence with

911
3

McLaws, Lafayette
Paxton, E. F
Rodes, R. E

958,959
959
1039

G

958, 959

Walker,
Mentioned

J.

41-43, 45, 46, 53, 67, 70, 89, 140-142, 144, 145, 147-149, 151-153,
155, 156, 218, 219, 340, 523, 528-530, 533-535, 538, 559, 599, 622, 636, 641, 647,

739 753, 754. 756, 759, 785, 791, 806, 808, 812, 816, 817, 819-821, 825, 829, 830,
634, 835, 840, 854, 855, 857, 859, 865, 913-916, 918, 920, 952-956, 958, 962-964,
,

967-970,972,973,977. 980-982,987,1006, 1009-1011, 1014, 1015, 1019,1022

Reports of
Harper^s Ferry,

W. Va. Seige and capture of. Sept. 12-15, 1862
Maryland Campaign. Operations, Sept. 5-27, 1862, during
Jackson, Walter F. Mentioned
James, H. M. Mentioned
James, J. H. M. Mentioned

951

952
188
1028
931

Jar dine, Edward.

Mentioned

178,451

Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Jarrell, T. G, Mentioned
Jefferson, Md. Skirmish at. Sept. 13, 1862.
Casualties. Returns of. Union troops
Reports of. See Sept. 3-20, 1862. Maryland Campaign.
Hampton, Wade.
Munford, Thomas
Fairchild, Harrison S.
Jefferson, Va,

Skirmishes

452
1074, 1083

204

T,

at.

Nov. 11, 1862
Nov. 14, 1862
Jenkins, A. G. Mentioned
Jenkins, M. Mentioned

3

3
1057, 1059, 1060, 1070, 1073
67,

147, 805, 811, 836, 839, 842, 843, 885-891, 894, 895, 898, 899, 945, 946

Jenkins, Newsom E. Mentioned
Jenkins, T. H. Mentioned
Jenkins, W. A. Mentioned
Jennings, Gould J. Mentioned
Jennings, Henry. Mentioned
Jerome, A. B. Mentioned
Jesse, W. G. Mentioned
Jeter, B. A. Mentioned
Johns, H. H. Mentioned
Johnson, Bradley T. Mentioned
Johnson, Charles A. Mentioned
Johnson, Charles P. Mentioned
Johnson, D. M. Mentioned
Johnson, Edward. Mentioned
Johnson, George W.
Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Johnson, Holly. Mentioned
Johnson, Joseph S. Mentioned
Johnson, Marmaduke. Mentioned
Johnson, Riley. Mentioned
Johnson, W. R. Mentioned

1029

878
920, 921

203
871
124, 126, 127, 130, 137

924

944

1056

533,808,952,953
174,346

286
878
139

177

415
1029
396

831,834,838
172
1028
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895, 897
Johnston, Elliott. Mentioned
Johnston, F. M.
807, 1002, 1003
Mentioned
Report of operations Aug. 16-Sept. 21, 1862, including Maryland Campaign . 1002
1023,1029
Johnston, R. D. Mentioned
202,492
Johnston, Robert M. Mentioned
842
Johnston, Samuel R. Mentioned
762
Johnston, Sanders W. Mentioned
For correspondence, etc., see Thomas H. Ford,
878
Johnston, William. Mentioned
1027,1029,1050
Johnston, William A. Mentioned
Mentioned
Joliffe, John.
762,774,777
For correspondence, etc. see Thomas H. Ford.
807
Jones, Cadwalader. Mentioned
392
Jones, C. L. Mentioned
1029
Jones, David. Mentioned
Jones, David R.
Mentioned
141, 147, 149-151, 804,
,

811, 839-842, 848,851, 888,894, 905-907,910, 911,926,942,981, 1021, 1025

885
Report of operations Sept. 2-19, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
302
Jones, George W. Mentioned
809
Jones, H. P. Mentioned
413
Jones, James P. Mentioned
Jones, John R.
Mentioned
143, 149, 808, 836, 952-956, 959, 967, 983, 1006-1008, 1012
Report of operations Sept. 7-17, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
1006
904
Jones, John W. Mentioned
1029
Jones, Joseph. Mentioned
887
Jones, Philip B., jr. Mentioned
Jones, Robert. Mentioned
835
Jones, R. S. Mentioned
900
Jones, Theodore. Mentioned
178,469,470
Jones, Thomas. Mentioned
1028
Jones, W. E. Mentioned
828
Jones, W. G. Mentioned
276
Jones, William B. Mentioned
809,1024
Jordan, R. P. Mentioned
940,1053,1054
Jordan, T. C. Mentioned
806
300
Jordon, Ephraim. Mentioned
Joslin, George C. Mentioned...,
314
Joyce, J. C. Mentioned
1046
Joyce, John O’Connell. Mentioned
201,282,295
Kaiser, John. Mentioned
436
Kanawha River, W. Va. Skirmish near the falls of the, Oct. 31, 1862
3

Valley, W. Va.
Returns of
Confederate troops
Union troops

Kanawha

Campaign

in, Sept. 6-16, 1862.

Casualties.

Communications from
Loring, William

W

1081

1068

1

1068, 1069, 1071, 1072, 1075, 1079

War

Department, C. S
Congratulatory orders. W.
Reports of
Browne, William H
Davis, Alexander

M

W. Loring

*

1069,1071
1072
1085

1086

1158
Page.

Kanawha

Valley,
Reports of

W.

Va.

Campaign

in, Sept. 6-16,

1862

— Continued.

A

1063

Hunter, John A
King, J. Floyd
Lightburn, J. A. J
Loring, W.
Poor, R. L

1080

Gilbert,

Samuel

1076
1058

W

Siber,

1070,1073

-

1078

Edward

Thorburn, C.

1060

E

1075

Wharton, G.C
Williams, John S
Kane, Thomas L. Mentioned
Kavanagh, John. Mentioned
Kearney, Patrick. Mentioned
Kearney sville, W. Va.

1088
1081

479
201, 296

297

Reconnaissance to, Oct. 16, 1862
Skirmishes near, Oct. 16-17, 1862.
to,

2
See Smithfield, W. Va,

Heconnaissance

Oct. 16-17, 1862.

Kearse, P. Mentioned
Keech, Willard. Mentioned
Keefe, Joseph. Mentioned
Keenan, Peter. Mentioned
Kehoe, Thomas. Mentioned
Kelley, Benjamin F. Mentioned
Kelley, E. S. Mentioned
Kellogg, George M. Mentioned
Kelly, James. Mentioned
Kelly, John. Mentioned
Kelly, Joseph. Mentioned

804,889

290,292

436
180, 213

260
72, 85, 86

210,213
1067
172, 277, 282, 294, 296
201,297
302

Kelly, Patrick.

Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Kelly, Patrick J. Mentioned
Kelly, William. Mentioned
Kelton, John C. Mentioned
For correspondence as A. A. G., see Army Headquarters.
Kemper, James L. Mentioned

172,277,282

298
201,297
228,230
36,37
-H

147,

805, 810, 836, 839, 841, 843, 885, 886, 888, 891, 894, 896, 898, 900, 902, 903, 907

Kemper,

W.

H. Mentioned
Kendall, Albert A. Mentioned

847
201

Kendall, C. S. Mentioned
Kenly, John R. Mentioned
Kennedy, George H. Mentioned
Kennedy, John D. Mentioned
Kennedy, Robert P. Mentioned
Kent, W. H. Mentioned
Kentucky Troops. Mentioned. (Union.)
Artillery,

Light— 5affer/es

.*

Simmonds*,

125,126,128-130,421

84-86,98
6.36

803,863,865,868
463,466
552, 553, 666

49, 64, 178, 198, 419. 420, 424-426,

458, 459, 461, 472.

Ketr, James K. Mentioned
Kerr, R. M. Mentioned

180,213

989

Kershaw, Joseph B.
Mentioned

146,, 893, 812,

836, 843, 853, 855-862, 867-869, 883 972
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Kershaw, Joseph B.— Continued.
Reports of
Autietam, Md. Battle of, Sept. lG-17, 1862
Harper’s Ferry, W. Va. Siege and capture
Keyes, Erasmus D. Mentioned

864
of,

Sept. 12-15, 1862

38, 40, 101

Keyes, H. W. Mentioned
Key, J. C. G. Mentioned
Key, John C. Mentioned
Key, J. T. Mentioned
Key, Thomas M. Mentioned
Kibbee, Charles C. Mentioned
Kilpatrick, Judson. Mentioned..........
Kilroy, James. Mentioned
Kimball, Edgar A. Mentioned...*
Kimball, John W.
Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Kimball, J. P. Mentioned.....
Kimball, Nathan.
Mentioned
58, 59, 173, 193, 276,
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
King, Charles It. Mentioned
King, H. L. P. Mentioned
King, J. Floyd.
Mentioned.
Report of operations Sept. 10-13, 1862, during campaign
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173, 307, 320, 321
Mallory, F. Mentioned
982
Mallory, William L. Mentioned
775
Malone, James. Mentioned
924
Malone, James K. Mentioned
9,33
Malone, J. D. Mentioned
994
Malone, John. Mentioned
283
Malone. M. J. Mentioned
1029
Manassas Junction, Va. Skirmish at, Oct. 24, 1862
2
Manget, S. H. Mentioned
878
Manly, Basil C.
Mentioned
804,872,881
Report of battle of Crampton's Pass, Md., Sept. 14, 1862
876
.*
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Mann, Daniel P, Mentioned
Mann, J. A. Mentioned
Manning, Jo H.
Manning, P. T,

169

924

Mentioned

Mentioned
Report of ordnance, &c.,

g57
154-156,
lost

1862

Manning, S. M. Mentioned
Manning, Van H. Mentioned
Manross, Newton S« Mentioned
Mansergh, Soncoth. Mentioned
Mansfield, Joseph K. P.
Assumes command of 2d Corps, Army of Virginia
Mentioned

843
807,1006
149, 805, 865, 914, 915, 917, 918

200

297

157
29-31, 53, 55, 56, 62, 67, 179, 182, 183, 198. 200, 202,
218, 219, 270, 275, 305, 474, 475, 477-480, 482, 484, 485, 487, 489, 492-495, 505

Mapes, William H. H. Mentioned
Marchant, H. M, Mentioned
Marcy, R. B. Mentioned
For correspondence as Chief of
Markell, William L. Mentioned
Markley, Joseph L. Mentioned
Marley, Joseph K. Mentioned
Marsh, T. B. Mentioned
Marsh, William T. Mentioned
Marshall, Charles. Mentioned
Marshall, David W. Mentioned
Marshall, Elisha G. Mentioned
Marshall, J. Po Mentioned
Marshall, John W. Mentioned

Marshborne, S.
Mentioned

179, 474, 484

935
216
Staff, see

George B. McClellan,
534
202

528,742
422
808,1029
'.

328
817, 824
*

175

W.
803

Marten, B. To Mentioned
Martin, Augustas P. Mentioned
Martin, Dwight. Mentioned.
Martin, James A. Mentioned
Martin, James P. Mentioned
Martin, Leonard. Mentioned
Martin, Lewis J. Mentioned
Martin, M. A. Mentioned
Martin, T. A. Mentioned................
.*.•
Martin, Thomas A. Mentioned
Martin, W. H. Mentioned
Martin, W, T. Mentioned
Martindale, E. Mentioned
Martinsburg, W. Va.
Evacuation of. Sept, 12, 1862. Report of Julius White
Reconnaissance to, Oct. 1, 1862
Skirmishes at and near,
3,

1862

Sept. 11, 1862.

Nov.

6,

842
174,346

Rex)ort of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862.

Sept.

84‘2

during the Maryland Campaign, Sept. 3-20,

879
223,226
175

979

203
210
177, 403, 404, 411

183, 389, 395

913
1046

357
927
810, 816, 817, 823, 824

402,412
524
2
157

See report of A. P. Mill,

1862

Marye, E. A. Mentioned
Marye, Lawrence S. Mentioned....

p. 979.

3
981

1074,1077,1082,1084,1085
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Mentioned

Marye, Morton.
Maryland.

842

Operations in, Sept. 3-Oct.
See also

Sept. 21-Nov. 14, 1862.

4

Harper’s Ferry, W. Va.

Operations about.

Stuart’s Expedition.

9-12, 1862.

Oct.

W. Halleck

Maryland Campaign.

3-20, 1862.

Sept.

Report of Henry

24, 1862.

Maryland Campaign. Sept. 3-20, 1862.
Artillery of Army of Northern Virginia.
Returns of
Confederate troops

Statements of

836, 837, 963-965

Casualties.

810-813, 843, 860-862, 888, 925, 983, 991

Union troops
Communications from

36, 183-204

Army Headquarters

40, 41, 44, 68, 181

Faulkner, Charles J
Franklin, William B
Lee, Robert E
Lincoln, Abraham
Longstreet, James
McClellan, George B
Mclntire,

James

952
47

42,144
41,

D

-

McLaws, Lafayette
Meade, George
Morell, George

W

Pennsylvania, Governor of
Ransom, Robert, jr
Rodes, R. E

41

921
1039
921

McClellan

Destruction of Longstreet’s
Itineraries of

wagon

182
train. Sept. 14, 1862

5th Army Corps
6th Army Corps
9th Army Corps. (1st Division)
12th Army Corps
Ordnance, etc., lost during the. Report of P. T. Manning
Organization, strength, etc.
Confederate troops
Union troops
Reports of
Anderson, George T
Archer, James J
Babcock, Nathan S
Barnwell, John Gibbes
*.

Bootes, Levi

C

Montgomery

843

803-810,836,837
169-180

908
1000

415
837

962

A

965

639,940
449

Edward

R

478

414
904

D

Evans, Nathan G
Fairchild, Harrison S

74

378
431

416

Crutchfield, S

Ferrero,

341

355

W

Early, J ubal

142

364

Buchanan, Robert C
Burnside, Ambrose E
Corning, Joseph
Corse,

43,45-47,50,68,69,182
902
852
66
346

G

Walker, J.G
Congratulatory orders.

53

922

R— VOL

447, 449

XIX, PT

I
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Maryland Campaign.

Sept. 3-20, 1862

Page.

—Continued.

Eeports of
Floyd-Jones, DeL
Frank, Paul
Griffin, Charles
Hamilton, D.

365
301

349

H

991

Hampton, Wade
Harman, John A
Hawks, W. J

822,823
960
^

Hays, William
Hill,

342

Ambrose P

979,983
1018

Daniel H
Hood, J ohn B
Humphreys, Andrew
Hunt, Henry J
Hunton, Eppa
Irwin, William H
Jackson, Thomas J
Hill,

922

A

368, 370, 373

205
898
409

952

M

Johnston, F.

1002
885

Jones, David R
Jones,

John

R

1006

Lane, James H
Lee, Robert E

985
140, 142

Longstreet, James

839

265

Lyle, Peter

McClellan, George

B

24,373
987

McGowan, Samuel
McLaws, Lafayette
MacThomson, James

852, 857

261

Manning, P. T
Moffett, Samuel A
Munford, Thomas T
Neal, James H
Pender, William D

843
264
825-827
1003
1004

Pendleton, Edmund
Pendleton, William N
Pettit,

Rufus

1015

829

D

283

Pleasontou, Alfred
Porter, Fitz

John

M

Randol, Alanson
Richardson, Richard
Ricketts,

H

James B

.•

Ripley, Roswell S

Rodes, R.
Stafford,

208
338
352
263
258
1031

E

1033

Leroy

Stevens, P.

961

A

1014

F

941

David L
Stuart, James E. B
Sturgis, Samuel D

300

Strieker,

814

443

Sykes, George

Thomas, Edward L
Van Reed, William E
Voss, Arno
Walker, R. L

-

350
1006
354
516

983

—

—

:

:
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Maryland Campaign.

1862— Continued.

Sept. 3-20,

Keports of

Weed, Stephen H
Williams, H. J
Winslow, Cleveland

353
.....

1010
367

See also

July

1862-June

1,

30, 1863.

Potomac, Army of

Operations

the.

of.

Operations of.
Sept. 1-Nov. 14, 1862. Potomac, Army of the.
3Occupation of, hy the Confederate,
3, 1862. Winchester, Va.

4-

forces.

Martinshurg, W. Va.
3-4, 1862. Falls Church, Va.

Skirmish near.

Skirmishes

at.

Bunker Hill, W. Va. Skirmish at.
Monocacy Aqueduct, Md. Skirmish
Nov.

14, 1862.

1862. PoolesviUe,

5,

Army

Northern Virginia,

Md.

Skirmishes

7, 1862.

Darkesville, W. Va.

8, 1862.

PoolesviUe,

Md.

Operations of.

at.

Skirmish

Skirmish

at.

of.

at.

at.

9,1862. Monocacy Church and Barnesville, Md.

Skirmishes

Loaf Mountain, Md. Skirmishes at.
Williamsport, Md., and Martinshurg W. Va.

at.

10-11, 1862. Sugar
11, 1862.

Skir^

,

mish between.
12, 1862. Frederick,

Md.

Skirmishes

12-15, 1862. Harper’s Ferry, W. Va.

at.

Siege and capture of.

13, 1862.

Catoctin Mountain, Middletown, Jefferson, and South.

14, 1862.

South Mountain and Crampton’ s Pass, Md.

Mountain, Md.

Skii'mishes at.
Battles,

of
15, 1862.

Boonshorough, Md. Skirmish at.
Antietam Creek, near Keedysville, Md.

16-17, 1862. Antietam, or Sharpshurg,
^9, 1862.

Md.

Skirmish on.

Battle of.

Sharpshurg, Shepherdstown Ford, W. Va., and near.
Williamsport, Md. Skirmishes at.

W. Va. Action near.
Aotion on. Sept. 12-13, 1862.
Casualties. Keturns of. Confederate troops
843,860,861
Report of James D. Nance
867
See also Sept. 12-15, 1862. Siege and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va.
20, 1862. Shepherdstown,

Maryland Heights, Md.

Reports of

M.
Thomas H.

Binney, Henry

Maryland

Jackson, Thomas J.

McHvaine, Henry B.

Kershaw, J. B.
Also report of Thomas J. Jackson, p. 952.
Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)
Ford,

Artillery,

Light

Batteries

:

Baltimore,

White, Julius.

808, 836, 851, 956, 963, 964, 1008, 1015,

1016; Chesapeake, 807,837,955, 962, 963,

966.;

Dement’s,

807, 837, 955,

962, 963, 966.

Maryland Troops.

Mentioned.

Artillery,

U^ht— Batteries

Cavalry

Battalions

A,

(Union.)
176, 195, 375, 380, 382

;

B, 177, 404, 405.
Regiments ; 1st,

Cole’s, 532-534, 538, 549, 583, 814.

526, 533, 535, 537, 538, 542, 544, 545, 549, 568, 583, 586, 672, 770, 778.

Infantry— /?e^//ne/7fs

1st P. H. B., 525,526,528,533, 534, 537,542,544,549,
2d, 50, 64, 178, 197, 419,
425, 443, 444, 446, 447
3d P. H. B., 527, 528, .536-538, 541, 543, 549, 560, 561,
570, 586, 614, 615, 705, 707, 728, 772, 795
3d, 56, 179, 199, 475, 504, 510, 511 ;
5th, 173, 193, 332, 333, 336, 337; 6th, 480; Purnell Legion, 180, 199, 476, 480,
;

556,557, 570, 574, 591, 601, 645, 696, 713, 734, 740, 778
;

;

504, 505, 514, 515.

;

——

—

:

;
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Marvin, Wait. Mentioned
Mason, Mr, Mentioned
Mason, A. G. Mentioned
Mason, A. P. Mentioned
Mason, Charles F. Mentioned
Mason, E.D. Mentioned
Massachusetts Troops. Mentioned.
Artillery,

Light

200
921
268, 271

842
309
328

Batteries: 1st (A), 176;

3d(C), 175; 8th,

49, 50, 64, 178,

186, 196, 419, 420, 424, 426, 428, 430, 431, 433-435, 437.

Cavalry

Regiments

1st, 51, 180, 210, 213, 214.

Companies: 1st Sharpshooters, 173, 192, 312,313; 2d SharpRegiments: 2d, 179,198,474,485,494-501,503,504; 7th,
shooters, 174.
9th, 10th, 174
12th, 171, 185, 190, 261
13th, 171, 190, 261 15th, 173,
18th, 174, 204, 339, 346, 348 19th, 173, 192, 307, 314, 319,
192, 257, 311-315
20th, 116, 173, 193, 306, 319, 321, 322, 407; 21st, 178, 187,197, 448
322, 323

Infantry

-

;

;

;

;

;

;

22d,

174, 204, 339, 346, 348;

192, 277, 282, 293, 294

;

32d,

28th,

;

35th,

178, 187, 197, 448;

;

Mentioned

Massie, T. B.

147,954

Matheson, James D. Mentioned
Matheson, Roderick. Mentioned

Mathews,
Mathews,

29th, 172,
36th, 432, 433.

177, 186, 196, 430, 433, 438, 439

174, 204

842
176,18.3,389,397

Mentioned
Mentioned
Matthews, Ezra W. Mentioned

107^
974

C. L.

W.

J.

171,259

Maulsby, William P.
Correspondence with Dixon S. Miles
557
Mentioned
526, 528, 533, 547, 554, 556, 205, 755, 780, 782, 795, 802
Testimony of, siege and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., Sept. 12-15,
556-558

1862

Maurin, Victor.
Mentioned
Report of skirmish at Shepherdstown Ford, W. Va., Sept.
Maynadier, W. M. Mentioned
Maze, Walter H. Mentioned
Meachum, W. G. Mentioned
Mead, J. P. Mentioned

154, 155, 831, 834, 838

847

19, 1862.

342,344
290,292
1029

260,266

Meade, George G.
Assumes command

of 2d Corps, Army of Virginia
Correspondence with George B. McClellan
Mentioned
27, 30, 34, 50-52,

158

66
55, 57, 66, 97, 104, 105, 122, 128,

170, 171, 185, 189, 190, 214-218, 223, 225, 226, 236, 2.39, 242-244, 273, 417, 423

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862

Meagher, Thomas

268
266

F.

Mentioned

58-60,

172, 192, 276-282, 284-286, 288, 289, 291, 298, 299, 302-304, 331, 332, 335, 343

Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862

Means, John H. Mentioned
Means, R. S. Mentioned
Means, Samuel C.
Mentioned
Testimony

842

940,945

752,766,814
of,

siege

and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., Sept.

1862

Meares, E. G.

293

Mentioned

12-15,

752-755
1028

—
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Medals and Badges.
Act of Confederate Congress granting

1055

Honor in lieu of, ordered
Medill, William H. Mentioned
Meeds, Benjamin N. Mentioned
Meghels, H. R. Mentioned
Roll of

1055
180, 208, 210, 213

231

445

Meginnis, John C. Mentioned
391, 394, 397, 398
Meighan, John. Mentioned
816, 822, 823
6-9, 12, 15-19, 74, 77-79, 95, 96
Meigs, M. C. Mentioned
For correspondence, etc., see Quartermaster- GeneraV 8 Office, U. S.A.
212
Meinell, H. Mentioned
Meredith, Solomon.
170,251
Mentioned
^
249
Report of battle of South Mountain, Md., Sept. 14, 1862
203
Merkle, Robert. Mentioned
237
Metcalfe, George W. Mentioned
342, 344
Michalowski, T. von. Mentioned
Michigan Troops. Mentioned.
Cavalry Regiments 1st, 179.
Infantry Companies : Brady’s Sharpshooters, 175. Regiments : 1st, 174,
‘

:

204, 346, 348; 4th, 174, 204, 339, 345, 349, 350

;

7th, 173, 193, 307, 315, 319-

8th, 177, 186, 196, 428, 430, 438, 440, 461 16th, 175 17th, 49, 50, 177,
186, 196, 363, 428-430, 432, 437, 438, 440 20th, 432, 433.
Middleburg, Va., operations about, Oct. 13, 1862. See Centreville, Va. Ee322

;

;

;

;

connaissance from, Oct. 13, 1862.

Middle Department.
Orders, General, series 1862: (D’Utassy),

No. 15, 628; (Miles), No. 42,

525.

Orders, Special, series 1862:

Nos.

7,

9,

10, 788; Nos. 12, 57, 77, 789.

Middletown, Md.
Casualties.

Reports

of.

Skirmish at. Sept. 13, 1862.
Returns of. Union troops
See Sep)t. 3-20, 1862. Maryland Camijaign.

204

Hampton, Wade.

Pleasonton, Alfred.

Stuart, J. E. B.

Hunt, Henry

Benjamin B.
Miles, Dixon S.
Miles,

J.

Mentioned

Correspondence with
Army Headquarters
D’Utassy, Frederick

664

521, 757, 758, 787

G

H

Ford, Thomas
McClellan, George

595,596,599-601
523, 537, 545, 546, 760

B
Maulsby, William P
White, Julius
Wool, John E
Mentioned

4, 5, 26,

45
557
525
520-523,789-791
42-45, 47, 71, 516, 519-521, 523, 525-529, 531-544, 546-549,

551, 553, 554, 556-563, 566-568, 570-572, 576-590, 592-601, 605-607, 614, 615,

617-624, 626-637, 639-649, 651, 652, 656-660, 664, 665, 668, 672, 673, 679-681,
685, 686, 688-693, 695, 698-707, 709, 710, 712-715, 717-723, 725, 727, 729-731,

733-751, 754-756, 758-766, 772, 774-785, 787-789, 791-793, 795-800, 955, 980

Miles, Nelson A.

Mentioned
Report of battle of Autietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Milhau, John J. Mentioned
Military Commissions. See Harper's Ferry Military Commission.

172, 282, 286, 290

291
110,111

—

:
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Milledge, John, jr. Mentioned
831,834,838
Miller, Burr. Mentioned
944
Miller, D. W. Mentioned
282
Miller, F. P. Mentioned
806, 977
Miller, George. Mentioned
363
Miller, G. M. Mentioned
282,294
Miller, G. McD. Mentioned
994,995
Miller, Ira A. Mentioned
903
Miller, John L. Mentioned
989,996
Miller, Marcus P. Mentioned
176, 339, 343
Miller, M. B. Mentioned
150, 806, 840, 842, 848-850
Miller’s Ferry, W. Va. Skirmish at, Sept. 11, 1862. See Gauley Ferry, W. Fa.
Millican, W. T. Mentioned
804,887,891,892
Mills, Charles J. Mentioned
501
Mills, C. S. Mentioned
924
Mills, N. J. Mentioned
935
Mills, Thomas J. Mentioned
334
Milton, Thomas S. Mentioned
320, ,322
Miner, B. N. Mentioned
118, 124
Minne.sota Troops. Mentioned.
Infantry Companies: 2d Sharpshooters, 173, 192, 315. Regiments: l.st,
173, 192, 307, 311, 312, 314-317, 323.

Minter, Private. Mentioned
Minzi, Solomon M. Mentioned
Mississippi Troops. Mentioned.
Cavalry Regiments : Jeff. Davis Legion,

—

Infantry

1028
396
810, 817-, 823.

Battalions: 2d, 413, 804, 812.

Regiments 2d, 805, 811, 922, 938,
1056; 11th, 805, 811, 922, 935, 938; 12th, 804, 812; 13th, 803, 812, 860,
861, 864, 883, 884 16th, 804, 812, 884, 885, 1048 17th, 803, 812, 860, 861,
19th, 804, 812; 21.st, 803,
863, 883, 884; 18th, 803, 812, 860, 861, 883, 884
;

;

;

812, 860, 861, 883,884.

Mitchell, A. Barclay. Mentioned
Mitchell, A. O. Mentioned
Mitchell, J. L. Mentioned.
Mitchell, John. Mentioned
Mitchell, Peter M. G. Mentioned
Mitchell, William. Mentioned
Mitchell, William G. Mentioned

397,398
1063-1065, lu67, 1068

1029

228,230
201

363

282,407

Moesch, Joseph A. Mentioned
Moffett, Samuel A. Report of operations
Campaign
Mentioned
Moltke, Magnus. Mentioned
Monier, Henry D. Mentioned
Monk, G. W. Mentioned
Monocacy Aqueduct, Md. Skirmish

261
Sept. 14-17, 1862, during

Maryland
264

Moller, P. G.

343
201

808,1018
1056
at.

Sept.

4,

1862.

See report of D. H.

Hill, p. 1018.

Monocacy Church, Md.

Skirmish

at,

September

9,

1862.

See report of

Pleasonton.p. 208.

Monroe,

J.

Albert.

Mentioned
Report of battle of Autietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862

Montague,

171, 189, 232

226

E. B.

Mentioned

803
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Montague, E. B.— Continued.
Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of, Sept. 16-17, 1862
Crampton’s Pass, Md. Battle of, Sept. 14, 1862
Montgomery, J. G. Mentioned
Montgomery, L. M. Mentioned

882
881

909
851

Moody, George V. Mentioned
Moody, Miller. Mentioned

806,845,846,896,908
203

Moor, Augustus. Mentioned
Moore, Alexander. Mentioned
Moore, J.L. Mentioned
Moore, J. M. Mentioned
Moore, John V. Mentioned
Moore, R. P. Mentioned
Moore, S. W. Mentioned
Moore, Thomas J. Mentioned
Moore, T. J. Mentioned
Moorman, Marcellus N.

416,816,823
216
1028
260,266

842

296
260,266
300
1028

Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17,1862
Morehead, Turner G. Mentioned
Morell, George W.
Correspondence with
Barnes, James
McClellan, George B
Mentioned- 31, 34-36, 55, 61,
Morgan, B. W. Mentioned

154, 155

173, 307, 318,

847
322

346
86
62, 66, 86, 98, 174, 338-341, 344, 3.50, 351, 355, 374, 421, 479

478

Morgan, Charles H. Mentioned
Morgan, Jabez F. Mentioned
Morgan, R. C. Mentioned
Morgan, William L. Mentioned
Morin, A. Mentioned
Mentioned
Moroney, P. H. Mentioned
Moroney, Richard. Mentioned
Morris, Dwight.
Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept.
Morris, John. Mentioned
Morris, John A. Mentioned
Morris, John P. Mentioned
Morris, William W. Mentioned
Morrison, David. Mentioned
Morrison, E. M. Mentioned
Morrison, J. G. Mentioned
Mosely, Private. Mentioned
Moses, R. J. Mentioned
Moss, Joseph Moro. Mentioned
Mott, Henry H. Mentioned
Muhlenberg, Charles P. Mentioned
Muhlenberg, Edward D. Mentioned
Muirheid, Henry P. Mentioned
Mulligan, James A. Mentioned
Mumma, S. Mentioned

467, 468

1029

982
503
260,266

Moritz, Carl.

1061

360
297
57, 60, 173, 193, 279, 323, 324, 327, 328

16-17, 1862

332
1084

422
457

792
177,428,430,437

803,880
952
1028

887,894
204
302
178
180

176

788

923
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Mundee, Charles.

Mentioned

403

Munford, Thomas T.
Mentioned

810, 814-819, 824, 832, 852, 854, 870, 871, 873, 877, 881

Reports of operations Sept. 4-20, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
Munitions of War. Supplies of, etc. Communications from
Army Headquarters
7, 12, 15,

Alexander
Ingalls, Rufus
Letterman, Jonathan
Lowry, Fielding
McClellan, George B
Myers, Fred

825-827
78, 79, 81, 82

Bliss,

9, 20, 23,

76
75-78
114

76
9, 12, 13, 16, 74, 75, 77, 78,

Pleasonton, Alfred

Quartermaster-General’s Office, U.
Subsistence Department, U. S. A

81

78
17

A

S.

12, 15, 17, 21, 22,

78
23

War

Department, U. S
Weeks, G. H

7,21

76

See also reports of HallecTc, pp. 5-7 Ingalls, of operations of Army of the
Potomac, Sept. 1-Nov. 9, 1862, and July 1, 1862, to June 30, 1863
McClellan, of operations of the Army of the Potomac, Sept. \-Nov.
;

;

9,

Munn, Elijah F.

1862.

Mentioned

Munro, William. Mentioned
Murphy, Corporal. Mentioned
Murphy, Jeremiah. Mentioned
Murphy, John McL. Mentioned
Murphy, Murtha. Mentioned
Murray, John. Mentioned
Muse, Edwin H. Mentioned
Myer, Albert J.

303
944

905
229,230
169

297

287,288
901

Mentioned
31, 131, 132, 135, 137
117
Report of operations of the Army of the Potomac, Aug. 30-Sept. 20, 1862..
1084
Myers, Adolph. Mentioned
203,234
Myers, David. Mentioned
Myers, Frederick.
78
Correspondence with George B. McClellan
Mentioned
17, 79, 96, 102, 103, 106
Myers, George R.
176,389,391,397
Mentioned
397
Report of battle of Crampton’s Pass, Md., Sept. 14, 1862
Myers, Henry R.
171,265
Mentioned
264
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
810,815,825,953
Myers, S. B. Mentioned
1074,1078
Myers, W. B. Mentioned
260, 266
Myers, W. F. Mentioned
926
Myers, William W. Mentioned
1074, 1077
Myrick, John D. Mentioned
297
Nagle, Garett. Mentioned
Nagle, James.
178, 186, 197, 44:3-445
Mentioned
Reports of
446
Antietam, Md. Battle of, Sept. 16-17, 1862
445
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862

—

—

: : :

;;

1177
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Nance, James D.
Mentioned

803, 859, 863, 865

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle
Maryland Heights, Md.

of,

868

Sept. 16-17, 1862

Action on, Sept. 12-13, 1862

867

Nash, William H. Mentioned
Naughton, James. Mentioned
Naylor, John E. Mentioned
Neal, James H.

345

460,467
170
807, 1000-1003

Mentioned
Repoj-t of operations Sept. 4-Oct. 19, 1862, during

Neel, William H. R. Mentioned
Neely, Nelson. Mentioned
Neill, Edward M. Mentioned
Neill, Thomas H. Mentioned
Neilson, Crawford. Mentioned
Neland, John R. Mentioned
Nelson, F. W. Mentioned
Nelson, Peter. Mentioned
Nelson, William. Mentioned
Neersville, Va. Reconnaissance

Maryland Campaign..

302
422
174

769
1047

904
303

809,829,830,834,837,838

See Loudoun Heights, Va.

Nesbitt, Nathaniel. Mentioned
Nesbitt, William B. Mentioned
Nettleton, George. Mentioned
Neusan, N. B. Mentioned
J.

1003
126

to, Oct. 4-6, 1862.
Reconnaissance from, Oct. 4-6, 1862.

Nevin, David

..

188

465,466
282,288
1028

Mentioned

174

New

Hampshire Troops. Mentioned.
Artillery, Light— fiatfe/’/es ; Ist, 171, 189, 227, 228, 236.
Infantry— /?e^//77e/7ts : 5th,

59, 172, 191, 278, 281,

6th, 50, 64, 178, 197, 419, 425, 443, 444, 446, 447

;

282,285-288,292,298,304;
9th, 178, 186, 197, 442, 446,

447.

New

Jersey Troops. Mentioned.
Light Batteries 1st,
Cavalry Regiments 1st, 1091.

Artillery,

—

60, 176, 280, 382.

:

Infantry

Regiments: l.st, 176, 183, 195,382-384,386; 2d, 176, 183, 195, 3823d, 176, 183, 195, 382, 385-387 4th, 176, 183, 195, 382-384, 386-338
13th, 56, 179, 198, 474, 476, 494-502, 505.

387

;

;

New, John H. Mentioned
Newbury, Samuel S. Mentioned

978,979
359

Newman, William P. Mentioned
Newton, J. M. Mentioned...
Newton, John.

974
809,1027,1054

Mentioned
28, 46, 61, 98, 176, 195, 375-.377, 380-382, 389, 390-392,
Report of battle of Crampton’s Pass, Md., Sept. 14, 1862
Newton, William B. Mentioned
New York Troops. Mentioned.

397, 400, 401, 496

396
903

LLe&vy— Regiments 5th, 526, 533, 534, 537, 538, 542, 544, 546, 547,
549, 590, 591, 607-610, 612, 625, 649, 657, 661, 677, 690, 704, 732, 740, 768,
778-780, 788, 797.

Artillery,

Light— Battalions

1st (Batteries), A, 5.5, 176, 194, 206, 342, 343;
C, 55, 176, 194, 206, 342, 343 D, 176, 194, 206,
Batteries : 1st, 61, 177, 403-406
211, .342, 343.
3d, 74, 177, 404 5th, 55,
10th, 180. Regiments: 1st (Batteries), B, 54, 139, 173,
176, 206,342,343
192,276,280,283; C,176; 0,61,174.193,276,32.5,406; L, 171, 190, 227, 230

Artillery,

B,

55, 176, 194, 206, 342, 343

;

;

1

;

;

M,

56, 57, 61, 180, 199, 406, 477, 482, 483, 496, 502, 503.

;

—

;;;
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Mentioned Continued.
Cavalry— Comyoa/j/es ; Oneida, 169. Regiments: 1st,
Troops.

180, 208, 209, 213

;

2d,

170, 1091; 6th, 172, 179, 191, 481; 8th, 84, 180, 213, 526, 533-535, 538, 549,

701,760; 10th, 1092.
Engineers Regiments: 15th, 50th, 169.
Infantry— /?e5r//77e/7fs ; 4th, 173, 193, 336

;

5th, 175, 204, 367, 368
7th, 172,
9th, 65, 178, 197, 419, 420, 449;

191, 278, 281, 282, 285, 286, 288, 289, 291, 301

451,453; 10th, 175, 368

;

11th

(ifiZi/ia),

;

532; 12th, 175, 204

520, 523, 527, 531, 533, 549, 732, 762, 789, 790, 802

tia),

;

12th (M?i-

;

13th,

174, 204, 346,

16th, 176, 183, 195, 380, 388-392, 398, 399
348 ; 14th, 174
17th, 175
18th, 176, 183, 195, 389, 394, 396-398 20th, 177, 196, 379, 402, 409, 411, 413,
21st, 51, 170, 184, 189, 220-222, 225, 241-246
414
2 2d, 170, 184, 189, 232,
233 ; 22d {Militia), 788 23d, 170, 184, 189, 221, 225, 242-244
24th, 170,
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

189,221,232,233; 25th, 174,20.4,346,348; 26th, 171,185, 190,246,
263, 264 27th, 176, 183, 380, 388, 391-393, 399; 28th, 179, 198, 474, 479, 484,
486-488
30th, 170, 184, 189, 232, 233
31st, 176, 183, 195, 396-400, 416
32d, 176, 183, 195, 389, 391, 394, 396, 398, 399 33d. 177, 196, 379, 402, 409,
411, 414, 415; 34th, 173, 192, 311, 312, 315, 316; 35th, 170, 184, 189, 220, 221,
225, 241-245 36th, 174 38th, 611 39th, 527, 533, 536, 537, 542, 544, 549,
184,

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

552, 570, 575, 580-582, 596, 601, 602, 604, 605, 645, 646, 695, 700, 713, 727, 778,

44th, 175, 204 46th, 177,
795; 42d, 173, 193, 319-322 43d, 177, 406
51st, 63, 64,
186, 196, 430, 437, 440-442 49th, 177, 196, 379, 409, 411, 415
;

;

;

;

;

52d, 59, 172, 192, 278, 281, 290, 299, 301
178, 187, 197, 419, 425, 444, 448
57th, 59, 172, 192, 278, 281, 282, 290,"299, 302-304; 59th, 173, 193, 313, 319,
322 60th, 180, 199, 244, 475, 480, 504, 514-516; 61st, 59, 172, 191, 278,279,
281, 282, 284, 286, 289-292 62d, 174 63d, 172, 192, 277, 282, 289, 293-296,
298 64th, 59, 172, 191, 278, 279, 281, 282, 284, 286, 289-292 65th, 174, 194
66th, 59, 172, 192, 278, 281, 282, 299, 302-304 67th, 174, 194
69th, 172,
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

76th, 52, 170, 184, 189, 222, 237, 238;
77th, 177, 196, 379, 402, 409, 411, 415, 416; 78th, 180, 199, 244, 475, 504,
80th, * 170,
79th, 49, 177, 186, 196, 428, 430, 432, 436-438
514, 516
189, 221, 222, 227, 229, 242-247 82d,t 173, 192, 254, 311-317 83d, t 171, 185,
192, 277, 282, 293, 294, 296-298, 304

;

;

;

;

;

88th, 172, 192, 277,
84th,'5 170, 184, 189, 221, 232-234, 246
190, 261, 265
282,293,294,298; 89th, 178, 187, 197, 449-452 93d, 170 94th, 171, 185,
95th, 170, 184, 189, 224, 235-237 97th, 171, 185, 190, 260
190, 263-265
102d, 179, 199, 475, 481, 504, 510-512; 103d, 178, 197, 449-451, 905; 104th,
;

;

;

171, 185, 190, 260;

;

;

;

105th,

488, 490, 494-499, 501-503

171, 185, 190, 259;
;

108th,

107th,

179, 198, 474, 482, 483,

111th,
115th, 527, 532, 533, 537, 549,

60, 173, 193, 279, 298, 332-335

527, 533, 542, 549, 575, 601, 633, 682, 684, 762

;

;

575, 581, 582, 597, 601, 617, 620, 625, 649, 659, 665, 695, 703-705, 709, 778, 795;

121st, 380, 391, 396; 122d,
541,

.549,

123d, 479,480; 125th, 525, 527,540,
126th, 527, 528,533, 536, 537, 540, 542, 546.

174, 194;

560, 689, 742, 745, 746

;

549, 567, 569-572, 580-583, 602, 607, 610, 611, 614-616, 625, 627, 633, 645, 646,
649, 657, 658, 672-676, 678-680, 689, 695, 698, 707, 708, 711-714, 727, 728, 733,
735, 749, 760, 762, 772, 773, 778, 782, 795, 798, 803

;

137th, 480

;

140th,

145th, 149th, 480.
Nicholson, B. E. Mentioned
Nickerson, Albert A. Mentioned
Niles, Henry. Mentioned
Niles, Horace. Mentioned
Nisbet, Reuben B. Mentioned
481

480,

;

*
t

Called also 20tli Militia,
Called also 2d Militia.

931

413
335

203
331
[Called also 9th Militia.
§

Called also 14th Militia.

—

—

:
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Noakes, Thomas.
Mentioned
Testimony

558, 636, 762, 775, 776, 780, 782
of,

and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., Sept.

siege

12-15,

558, 559, 762, 763

1862

Nolan, M. Mentioned
Nolen, Lewis. Mentioned
Norcom, Joseph. Mentioned
North Carolina Troops. Mentioned.
Artillery, Light Batteries: Branch, 807, 836, 979, 982-984; Lloyd’s,
Manly’s, 804, 836, 862, 872-876, 881 Rowan, 805,
836, 844, 921, 922
;

;

808, 1018

300
848, 851

809,

811,

836, 851, 922, 924-926.

CsiYalTj— Regiments 1st, 810, 817, 823, 824.
Infantry Battalions: 1st, 806. Regiments: 1st, 808, 813; 2d, 450, 808, 813,
1030, 1046, 1048, 1049 3d, 450, 808, 813 4th, 59, 282, 285, 288, 808, 813, 1021,
;

1029, 1048, 1049

;

5th, 808, 1040-1045

;

6th, 805, 811, 922, 938 7th, 807, 985,
13th, 450, 808, 813, 1030, 1040-1042, 1045;

;

12th, 808, 1040, 1041, 1047
1047, 1049; 14th, 335, 808, 1048-1050; 15th, 394, 803, 812, 861, 862
647,807,1005; 18th, 807, 986; 20th, 808, 813, 1020, 1040-1042, 1045
986

;

;

22d,

;

;

16th,
21st,

23d, 808, 813, 1020, 1023, 1040-1042;
25th, 805, 811, 919, 920 27th, 150, 805, 811,
28th, 807, 985, 986 30th, 450, 808, 813, 1030,
840, 872, 913-915, 917, 918
1048, 1050-1052; 33d, 807, 986; 34th, 807; 35th, 805, 811, 919, 920 37th,
48th, 805, 811, 915,
807, 986; 38th, 807, 1005 46th, 805, 811, 915-919, 921
918; 49th, 805, 811, 919, 920.
806, 968, 974, 977

24th;

;

807, 1004, 1005

;

805, 811, 916, 919,920;

;

;

;

;

;

;

Northern Virginia.
Campaign in, Aug. 16-Sept.
McClellan, George
Porter, Fitz

See also
Sept 2,

2,

Communications from

1862.

B

37,38
37

John
1862.' Flint Hill, Va.

Leeshurg, Va.

Affair at.

Skirmish

at.

Operations in.16Aug. 14-Nov. 9, 1862. Eeport of George B. McClellan
Sept. 3-Nov. 14, 1862. Communications from
Army Headquarters
Lincoln,

24
10, 72, 81, 84,

Abraham

85
13

McClellan, George B
16, 81, 84, 85
See also
Aug. 14-Nov. 9, 1862. Northern Virginia. Operations in.
17Evacuation of, and destruction of
Sept.
6, 1862. Aquia Creek.
property
12-17, 1862.

at.

Loudoun County.

Scout

in.

Thoroughfare Gap and Aldie. Reconndissance toward.
Reconnaissance to.
19, 1862. Leesburg.
Skirmish at.
20, 1862. Ashbfs Gap.
21-Nov. 14, 1862. Harper's Ferry, W. Va. Operations about.
Skirmish at.
22, 1862. Ashby’s Gap.
16, 1862.

25-28, 1862. Centreville.

Oct.

Expedition from.
Skirmish near.

26, 1862.

Catlett’s Station.

29, 1862.

Centreville.

4,

Expedition from.

1862. Conrad’s Ferry,

8, 1862.

Leesburg.

8-9, 1862. Aldie.
18, 1862.

Potomac River. Reconnaissance from.

Reconnaissance

Reconnaissance

Thoroughfare Gap.

to.

to.

Expedition

to.
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Northern Virginia — Continued.
Operations in.
Sept. 3-Nov.
See also

14, 1862.

and Warrenton Junction.
mish between.
24,1862. Manassas Junction and near Bristoe Station.

Oct.

19, 1862.

Catlett’s Station

mishes

26-Nov.

Nov.

10, 1862.

9, 1862.

Northern Virginia.
Skirmish

and Alexandria

10-12, 1862. Orange

Operations

in.

at.

Railroad.

Operations

the.

11, 1862. Jefferson.

Skirmish

13-14, 1862. Sulphur Springs.

Waterloo.

14, 1862.

Skir-

at.

Fredericksburg.

along

Skir-

Jefferson.

at.

Skirmishes

Skirmish

Skirmish

at.

at.
at.

Oct. 26-Nov. 10, 1862.* Report of Alfred Pleasonton
See also McClellan’s report of operations of the Army of the Potomac,

89

Sept. 1-Nov. 9, 1862.

orthern Virginia, Army of.
Artillery of, during Maryland Campaign

836, 837, 963-965

Jactson, T. L., assigned to command of 2d Corps
Longstreet, James, assigned to command of 1st Corps
Operations of the, Sept. 3-Nov. 14, 1862. Reports of
Alexander, E. P., Oct. 1-Nov. 15, 1862
Lee, Robert

3
3
153

E

144

Orders, Special, series 1862:

Organization, strength,

No. 191,

42.

etc.. Sept. 3-20,

803-810

1862

Northrup, Charles. Mentioned
Norton, L. B. Mentioned
Nor veil, Edward. Mentioned
Norvell, J. M. Mentioned
Norwood, William. Mentioned
Noyes, David K. Mentioned
Noyes, George F. Mentioned
Nugent, Washington. Mentioned
Nyce, John. Mentioned
Oakford, Richard A. Mentioned
Oberrender, John S. Mentioned
O’Brian, John D. Mentioned
O’Connor, W. E. Mentioned
Odell, J. M. Mentioned
Odell, William H. Mentioned
Ogden, John L. Mentioned

171

130

1077,1083
282,300
1006
254

223,226
396
171
173, 202, 327, 328, 331

395
170,221,234
931
1005

Ohio. Jenkins’ raid into, Sept. 4, 1862
Ohio, Department of the. Limits extended
Ohio Troops. Mentioned.
Artillery,

Light— i?a«e/’/es

463-465; 26th,

1

;

1st, 49, 64, 178, 187, 198,206, 419,424, 458-460,

526, 527, 533,540,547,549,584,588, 653-657, 668, 688,778.

Regiments: 1st (Batteries), L, 176.
Companies : 3d, 179.

Cavalry

—

*

Operations in Loudoun, Fauquier, and Kappaiiannock Counties,
Originally Company F, 32d Ohio.

t

1029

300
1

1

.
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Ohio Troops.

Mentioned— Continued.

lutantTy— Regiments

5th, 179, 199, 474, 504, 506-508 7th, 179, 199, 474, 504,
11th, 178, 187, 198, 422, 427, 458, 459,
462,471-474; 12th, 178, 187, 198, 426,458, 459,462,464-466, 470; 23d, 178,
506-509

;

:

;

8th, 58, 173, 193, 327-330;

187, 198, 426, 458-461, 464-468, 470;

28th, 178,

187, 198, 425, 442, 458, 459, 471,

472 29th, 179, 474, 504 ; 30th, 178, 187, 198, 426, 442, 458, 459, 461, 464, 465,
468-471 32d, 525, 527, 533, 537, 538, 542, 544, 546, 549, 566, 570, 572, 580, 586,
;

;

599-604, 607, 609, 612,614,615, 646,656,672,678, 696,706, 713,727, 728, 734,

747,760,778; 34th, 1058,1060-1063; 36th, 178,187,198, 422,427,458,459,
464,465,471-473; 37th, 1058,1060-1063; 44th, 1058,1063-1065, 1067,1068;
47th, 1058-1060,1062-1068; 60th, 527,533,549, 748,749; 66th, 179, 199,
474, 504, 506-509

;

87th,

520, 526, 532, 533, 549, 556, 560, 591, 732, 790.

O’Keeffe, Joseph. Mentioned
Oliver, E. D. Mentioned
Oliver, Thomas. Mentioned
Olmstead, G. B. Mentioned
Mentioned
O’Neal, E. A.
O’Neil, Bernard S. Mentioned
O’Neil, Patrick. Mentioned
O’Neill, Joseph.

47

899,900
396
877
808, 1021, 1027, 1028, 1035

297
297

Mentioned

172, 282, 296, 298

Orange and Alexandria Railroad, Va. Operations along, Nov.
Ordnance Department, U. S. A. Correspondence with
Ramsay, George D

10-12, 1862..

760

War

Department, U. S
Organization, Strength, etc.
Confederate Troops
Union Troops
Orne, George W. Mentioned
Orr, William. Mentioned
Ortner, William. Mentioned...
Osborne, E. A. Mentioned
O’Sullivan, M. Mentioned
Otey, G. G. Mentioned
Otey, Peter. Mentioned
Ottey, H. Warner. Mentioned
Overton, Captain. Mentioned
Overton, Edward. Mentioned
Owen, Charles D.
Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Owen, Edward. Mentioned
Owen, F. W. Mentioned
. .

Owen, Joshua

3

759

I

803-810, 836, 837
169-180

203
252
396
1029

296
1074,1077
1084,1089

300
1027

177,428,430
174

325
848, 849
123, 125-130, 138, 139

T.

Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Owen, Samuel W. Mentioned
Owen, W. M. Mentioned
Owens, Wesley. Mentioned
Ox Hill, Va. Battle of, Sept. 1, 1862. See Chantilly, Va.
Oxford, S. H. Mentioned
Pabst, Jacob. Mentioned
Packard, Eldridge E. Mentioned
Paden, John S. Mentioned
Page, A. C. Mentioned

173, 192, 307, 318

318

180,213
851

212
1005

201

229,231
302

808,1008
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Paine, J. C. Mentioned
Painter, William. Mentioned
Palmer, Frank. Mentioned

Palmer, James H.
Palmer, Oliver H.
Mentioned

121,124,125,128-130
103
391

Mentioned

465,466
173

Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
334
Palmer, William. Mentioned
203
Palmer, William A. Mentioned
543, 613, 682, 690, 696, 698, 701

Palmer, William J. Mentioned
Parcus, Julius. Mentioned
Pardee, Ario, jr. Mentioned
Parham, William A. Mentioned

180

442
179, 474, 505, 506, 509
804,

818, 819, 826, 827, 852, 853, 857, 870, 871, 873, 877

Paris, Va.

Operations about, Oct. 13, 1862.
sance from, Oct. 13, 1862.

See Centreville, Va.

Parisen, Otto W. Mentioned
Parisen, Philip J. Mentioned
Parke, John G. Mentioned
Parker, F. M. Mentioned
Parker, Francis J. Mentioned
Parker, I. B. Mentioned
Parker, John D. Mentioned
Parker, M.P. Mentioned
Parker, Samuel Y. Mentioned
Parker, W. A. Mentioned
Parker, W. W. Mentioned

Parkinson, Jordan C. Mentioned
Parkman, Samuel B. Mentioned
Parks, James W. Mentioned
Parks, Robert I. Mentioned
Parmelee. Lewis C. Mentioned
Parry, Augustus C. Mentioned
Parsons, Abel K. Mentioned
Parsons, John W. Mentioned
Paschal, Thomas. Mentioned
Patrick, Marsena R.
Mentioned
27, 51, 52;,

Beconnais-

450
172, 201, 278, 281, 282, 299, 302

421,450
808, 1027, 1029, 1050, 1051

174

282,407
555,605,666,668
989
1029

935

806,846
846
866

288
203
202,233
1059,1063-1065,1067
408
413
893
170, 184, 180, 220-226, 231, 235-237, 245, 252, 258

Reports of
,
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862
Patterson, Quartermaster. Mentioned
Patterson, Alexander R. Mentioned
Patterson, Henry W. Mentioned
Patton, George S. Mentioned
Patton, S. F. Mentioned
Patton, William. Mentioned
Paul, W. H. Mentioned

Pauley, Daniel W. Mentioned
Paw Paw Tunnel, W. Va. Capture of Union forces
Paxton, E. P.
Correspondence with Thomas J. Jackson
Mentioned
Paxton, John C. Mentioned
Paxton, Robert S. Mentioned

at,

243
241

575

543,567,735
357
1081, 1088, 1089
929
213

Oct.

4,

1862

260,266
466
2
959

958,959
1059,1060
1087

—

:
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Payne, Alexander D. Mentioned
Peabody, Adolphus W. Mentioned
Pearce, Alfred. Mentioned
Pearce, Isaac E. Mentioned
Pearce, John B.
Mentioned
Testimony of, siege and capture of Harper’s Ferry,

952
202
1029
1024, 1029, 1044
543, 556, 706, 783

W.

Va., Sept. 12-15,

706-710

1862

Peck, John J. Mentioned
Peck, John W. Mentioned
Peek, R. F. Mentioned
Pegram, R. G. Mentioned
Pegram, W. J. Mentioned
Peirce, L. H. Mentioned
Peirpoint, F. H. Correspondence with John E. Wool
Pelham, John. Mentioned
Pender, William D.
Mentioned

11,71

457
944

917

955,980,981
96, 100, 103, 105

523,791
810,821,822,1010
147, 150^

152, 538, 586, 647, 807, 851, 952, 954, 955, 957, 979-983, 986, 1000-1002, 1006

Report of operations Sept. 15-20, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
W. Va. Operations in, Nov. 5-14, 1862
Pendleton, E. Mentioned
Pendleton, Edmund.
Mentioned
808,
Report of operations Sept. 13-17, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
Pendleton, William N.
Mentioned
142, 143, 151, 153-156, 809, 835, 837, 838, 957, 962, 982,
Report of operations Aug. 20-Sept. 24, 1862, during Maryland Campaign ..
Peninsular Campaign, Va. Mar. 17-Sept. 2, 1862. Operations during. See
Harrison’s Landing. Attack on camps and shipping between Shirley

Pendleton County,

and, July 3l-Aiig.

1,

1004
3

212
1008
1015
1019

829

1862.

Penn, J. C. Mentioned
1028
Penn, Johi^E. Mentioned
808,1008-1010
Pennington, A. C. M., jr. Mentione'd
212
Pennsylvania. Operations in. See Stuart’s Expedition, Oct. 9-12, 1862.
Pennsylvania, Governor of. Correspondence with Abraham Lincoln
41
Pennsylvania Troops. Mentioned.
Artillery, Light— ^affer/es ; C, 171, 190,259, 262; D, 64, 178, 197, 206, 419,
420, 424, 443, 444, 449
E, 56, 180, 199, 477, 481, 482, 485, 505, 511
F, 56,
;

;

Regiments: 1st {Batteries), A, 172, 191, 269, 270; B,
51, 172, 191, 214, 267, 269-271, 274 C, D, 174 F, 171, 190, 259, 266 G, 172.
Cavalry Regiments: 2d, 1091; 3d, 180,213,217; 4th, 180,200,213; 6th,
47, 73, 176, 180, 200, 209, 449, 450
8th, 180,213 9th, 1091 12th, 180, 209 ;
15th, 180,200.
Infantry Companies : Zouaves d’Afrique, 179, 199, 501. Regiments 1st
180, 199, 477, 482.

;

;

;

;

;

;

—

Reserves, 171,185,190,272; 2d Reserves, 171,185,190,272; 3d Reserves, 171,191, 269,273 4th Reserves, 171,185,191; 5th Reserves,
171,185,191, 272; 6th Reserves, 171,185,191,272; 7th Reserves, 171,
185,191; 8th Reserves, 171,185,191,274,1093; 9th Reserves, 172, 186,
191,274,275; 10th Reserves, 172,186,191,270,271,274,275; 11th Reserves, 171, 172, 185, 186, 190, 191, 261, 274, 275 12th Reserves, 172, 186,
191,274,275; 13th Reserves, 51,171,185,191,267-269,272; 23d, 174,
194; 28th, 179,199,474,504,506-510,513; 45th, 50,177,186,196,428-430,
;

;

433, 437, 439-441

;

46th, 179,

48th, 178,
50th, 177,186,196,428,430,433,438;

198, 474, 479, 480, 484, 486-490, 493

186,197,446; 49th, 177,195,406;

;

1184
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Pennsylvania Troops. Mentioned— Continued.
Infantry— /?e5r//77e/7fs ; 51st, 63, 64, 178, 187, 197,
53d,

59, 172, 192, 278, 281, 291, 299, 304, 305

;

419, 425,427,444,448,457;
54th, 84-86 56th, 170, 184,
69th, 173, 192, 318 71st, 173,
;

61st, 174, 194 62d, 174, 350
192,305,318,514; 72d, 173,192,240, 284,307,318; 81st, 59, 172, 191,
282,285,286,292; 82d, 174, 194; 83d, 175, 204; 88th, 171, 190, 264,
90th, 171, 185, 190, 260, 265, 266; 91st, 175, 371; 93d, 174; 95th,
183, 195, 385, 396, 397, 399-401
96th, 176, 183, 195, 380, 388-396 98th,
189, 237-241

;

;

;

;

;

;

278,

265;
176,

174

;

100th, 177, 186, 196, 428, 430, 433, 439, 440 102d, 174 106th, 173, 192, 318,
322; 107th, 171, 18.5, 190,260-262; 109th, 179,475,481,504,510; 111th,
118th, 174,204,339,340,346-349,473;
179, 199, 475, 481, 504, 510, 512, .513
123d, 175; 124th, 56, 179, 198, 474-476, 479, 484,486-488, 490-492, 515;
125th, 179, 198, 316, 474, 479, 484-488, 491-493 126th, 175 128th, 179, 198,
129th, 175 130th, 173, 193, 332,
474, 479, 480, 484, 486-488, 490, 493, 494
131st, 175 132d, 58, 59, 173, 193, 327, .328, 330, 331 133d,
333, 335, 336
175; 134th, 175, 371; 137th, 177, 406; 139th, 174,1091; 155th, 175.
Perkins, Benjamin R. Mentioned
359
Perkins, Delaware D. Mentioned
16
Perkins, Sanford H.
Mentioned
173,332
Eeport of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
333
Perkins, S. G. Mentioned
789
7
Perot, James P. Mentioned
349
;

;

;

;

;

;

Perrin,

;

;

;

;

James M.

Mentioned

807, 988, 989

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
Harper’s Ferry, W. Va. Siege and Capture of. Sept. 12-15, 1862
Shepherdstown, W. Va. Action near, Sept. 20, 1862

Perry, E. A. Mentioned
Perry, James B. Mentioned
Perry, Thomas. Mentioned
Petersburg, W. Va. Skirmish near, Oct. 29, 1862
Peterson, Pierson B. Mentioned

993

993

995
836

287,288
5

3
263

s

Petersville, Md. Sept. 14, 1862
Petrikin, Hardman P. Mentioned
Pettes, William H. Mentioned
Pettit, Rufus D.

Mentioned
Report of operations Sept. 15-18,
Peyton, Greene. Mentioned
Peyton, William M. Mentioned
Phelps, C. R. Mentioned
Phelps, Walter, jr.
Mentioned

1.57

202
169

173
1862,

during Maryland Campaign

283
1036, 1039

1084, 1087

847
28, 51, 52, 170, 184, 189, 220-226, 234, 242

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of, Sept. 16-17, 1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862
Philbrick, Chase. Mentioned
Phillips, John C.

Mentioned
Testimony

233
231
314

518, 529, 547, 555, 584, 599, 635, 665, 669, 684, 797
of,

siege

and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va.,

Phillips, Joseph.

Sept. 12-15,

684-686

1862

Mentioned

924
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074,677,678
Mentioned
260
Phillips, Russell. Mentioned
878
Phinizy, C. H. Mentioned
656
Piatt, A. Sanders. Mentioned
550,777,794
Piatt, Donn. Mentioned
808, 1021, 1027, 1035
Pickens, Samuel B. Mentioned
147, 222, 805, 810, 836, 839, 843, 885, 894-896
Pickett, George E. Mentioned
893
Pickett, J. H. Mentioned
123, 125, 128-130
Pierce, B. C. Mentioned
287,288
Pierce, Horace T. H. Mentioned
129,130
Pierce, L. Mentioned...
125-128,131,132,421
Pierce, Seymour. Mentioned
921
Pierson, Private. Mentioned
809, 963, 1026, 1027, 1030
Pierson, S. F. Mentioned
260
Pike, Sergeant. Mentioned
1005
Pinkerton, Jesse H. Mentioned
Pinto, Francis E.
•... 176, 397
Mentioned
398
Report of battle of Cram pton’s Pass, Md., Sept. 14, 1862...^
Pitkin, P. P. Mentioned
17,96,100,105
478
Pittman, Samuel E. Mentioned
1027
Plane, W. P. Mentioned
445
Plato, Nelson. Mentioned
Platt, E. R. Mentioned
378
Pleasonton, Alfred.
Correspondence with George B. McClellan
17
Mentioned
17, 19, 26, 27, 34-36, 45, 47Phillips, Philo D.

49, 53, 60,62, 63,67, 68, 72-74, 86-89, 120, 121, 123, 127, 128, 180, 183, 187, 199,

200, 205, 216, 217, 339, 342, 351, 353, 355, 357, 358, 362, 416, 417, 428, 435, 458

Reports of

Loudoun, Fauquier, and Rappahannock Counties, Va.

Operations

Oct. 26-Nov. 10, 1862

Maryland Campaign.
Stuart’s expedition.

89

Operations Sept. 14-17, 1862, during
Operations Oct. 9-12, 1862, during

Plume, Joseph W. Mentioned
Plunkett, William H. Mentioned
Poague, William T.
Mentioned

154, 1007, 1012

Pomeroy, George. Mentioned
Pond, R. H. Mentioned

364
63, 175, 351, 352, 357, 361

362
20, 1862

363
358

Skirmishes at.
Sept. 4-5, 1862. See report of Stuart,

XIX, -PT

1

315

Md.

R— VOL

3

157
20, 1862

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
Shepherdstown, W. Va. Action near. Sept.

R

1009

157

1862

Point Pleasant, W. Va. Skirmish at, Sept.
Poland, John S.
Correspondence with W. F. Drum
Mentioned

75

73

200

Sept. 4-5, 1862

Poolesville,

208
324

i

Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Pocahontas County, W. Va. Operations in, Nov. 5-14, 1862
Point of Rocks, Md. Skirmish at.
7-,

in,

I

p. 814.

1186

INDEX.
Skirmishes at

Poolesville, Mcl.
Sept.

Page.

— Coutinued.

1862.

8,

Casualties.

Returns

Rei)orts of.

See

Miinford,

Thomas

of.

Union troops

3-20, 1862.
T.

Mar i/land

204

Campaign,

Pleasonton, Alfred.

Stuart, J. E. B.

Poor, R. L.
Mentioned
Report of o^ierations Sept. 10-11, 1862, during campaign in
ley,

lieports of

1074, 1085, 1090

Kanawha

Val-

W. Va

1078

Pope, John.
Correspondence with George B. McClellan
Mentioned

38
15, 19, 24, 25,

36-39, 69, 78, 79, 84, 93, 94, 96. 101, 102, 106, 117, 118, 144, 205, 534, 585, 1069

Relieved from

Pope, Y.

command

157

1,

Mentioned
Poppenheim, C. P. Mentioned
Porter, Fitz John.
Correspondence with
McClellan, George B
Sykes, George
Indorsement of, on report of Paul Babcock, jr
Mentioned

868

J.

931

37

364
8, 11, 18, 29, 31, 32, 34,

133
36-

38, 40, 53-55, 61, 62, 67, 68, 74, 76, 77, 86-88, 95, 97, 98, 101, 112, 130-132, 151,

174, 183, 194, 200, 205, 207, 212, 279, 342, 345, 349, 352, 370, 373, 374, 479, 481

Report of operations Sept. 11-20, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
338
Suj)erseded by Hooker in command of the 5th Corps
3
Porter, Josiah, Mentioned
176
Porter, Samuel. Mentioned
335
Porter, S. W. Mentioned
944
Posey, Carnot. Mentioned
804, 842r
Post. Henry A. V. Mentioned
170,220,224,233
337
Po.stles, James P. Mentioned
Potomac, Army of the.
Burnside, Ambrose E., supersedes McClellan in command of the
3
Clothing, camp and garrison equipage received from Sept. 1-Oct. 31
77
Couch, Darius N., supersedes Sumner in command of 2d Corps
2
Cox, Jacob D.
Assumes command of 9th Corps
157
Superseded by Willcox in command of 9th Corps
2
Franklin, W. B., assigned to command of Left Grand Division
Heintzelman, Samuel P., superseded by Stoneman in command of 3d Corjjs.
Hooker, Joseph.
Assigned to command of Center Grand Division
Supersedes Porter in command of 5th Corps
Horses purchased and issued during Maryland Campaign, Sept. 3-20, 1862.
Itinerary of the 5th Army Corps, Sept. 1-Nov. 21
Meade, George G., assumes command of 12th Corps

Means

3
3

3
3
78,

79

341
158

of transportation.

Oct.

1,

Nov.
Officers

1,

1862

97

97,98

1862

and men of Ricketts’ division commended
Mountain and Antietam, Md

Operations of the.
July 1, 1862-June

30, 1863.

for gallantry at

Report of Rufus lugalls

South
259-261
99

INDEX.
Potomac,

Army

of the

rago.

— Continued.

Operations of the.
Sept. 1-Nov. 14, 1862.

Babcock,

1187

Eeports of

Paiil, jr

Fisher, B.

131

F

126

Gloskoski, J

137

Kufus
Letterman, Jonathan
McClellan, George B
Myer, Albert J
Ingalls,

Taylor, Peter

»

94,97
106
36
117

A

133

Orders, Circulars, series 1862:

Medical Director, Oct.

4, 114;

Oct. 30,

114.

No. 160, 182; Corps (9th), No. 17, 423.
Organization, strength, etc.. Sept. 14-17, 1862
Organized into three Grand Divisions
Porter, Fitz John, superseded by Hooker in command of 5th Corps
Reno, Jesse L., assumes command of 9th Corps
Reynolds, John F., assumes command of 1st Corps
Slocum, Henry W., assumes command of 12th Corps
Stoneman, George, supersedes Heintzelmau in command of 3d Corps
Orders, General, series 1862:

Sumner, Edwin V.
Assigned to and assumes command of Right Grand Division
Superseded by Couch in command of 2d Corps
Virginia, Army of, consolidated with
Willcox, Orlando B., supersedes Cox in command of 9th Corps
Williams, Alpheus S., assumes command of 12th Corps
Potter, Robert B. Mentioned
Potts,

3

3
157

2
2
3
3

2
1,

157

2
158
178, 419, 448

Benjamin F.

Mentioned
Testimony

529, 548, 555-557, 584, 588, 590, 652, 653, 668, 669, 778, 797
of,

siege

and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va.,

1862

Potts,

169-180

John

T.

Sept. 12-15,

653-657

Mentioned

282,299

Powell, Eugene.
Mentioned
179, 474, 478, 506
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
508
Powell, J. J. Mentioned
1028
Powell, W. Angelo.
Mentioned
555, 763, 777, 778, 784
Testimony of, siege and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., Sept. 12-15,
1862

763-770

Powell, William H. Mentioned
Pratt, Charles. Mentioned
Pratt, George W. Mentioned

355
620,621

242

President, C. S. See Jefferson Davis.
President, U. S. See Abraham Lincoln.
Prevost, Charles M. Mentioned
Price, Mr. Mentioned
Price, Charles. Mentioned
Price, F. L. Mentioned

174, 346-348

IO 75

846
935

Priest, Alonzo.

Mentioned
Prince, Henry. Mentioned
Pringle, S. M. Mentioned
Prisoners of War. Treatment and exchange
Dixon S. Miles

228, 230

504

926
of, etc.

Communications from
633
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Pryor, Roger A.
Purdie,

Mentioned

280,
804, 812, 833, 842-844, 847, 853, 855, 85C, 884, 910, 1023, 1025, 1037

Thomas

J.

Mentioned

807, 986

Putnam, O. W. Mentioned.:
Pye, Edward. Mentioned

930

:

170, 224, 236, 237

Quartermaster-General’s Office, U. S. A. Corrcsi)on deuce with
Army Headquarters
12, 15, 17, 21, 22, 78
Ingalls, Eufus
9, 20, 23
McClellan, George B
9
War Department, U. S
21
Quay, E. S. Mentioned
870
Mentioned
Quay, Matthew S.
175
Quinlan, James. Mentioned
282
Ragnet, G. C. Mentioned
321
Raine, Charles I. Mentioned
964
Ramsay, George D.
Correspondence with Ordnance Department, U. S. A
760
Mentioned
700
Ramsay, John A. Mentioned
926
Randall, B. T. Mentioned
1028
Randall, George M. Mentioned
357
Randlett, Nathan H. Mentioned
288
Randol, Aianson M.
Mentioned
175, 351, 352, 362
Report of operations Sept. 16-20, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
352
Mentioned
Randolph
821
Randolph, George W. For correspondence, etc., see fFar Department, C. S.
Randolph, Robert. Mentioned
952
Randolph, W. W. Mentioned
820
Rankin, William G. Mentioned
96,106
Ransom, Dunbar R. Mentioned
172, 269, 271, 273
Ransom, John H. Mentioned
366
Ransom, M. W. Mentioned
805, 916, 917, 919, 920
Ransom, Robert, jr.
Correspondence with Robert E. Lee
921
Mentioned
67, 805, 811, 820, 821, 836, 843, 844, 858, 883, 914-917, 919, 1018
Report of battle of Antietarn, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
919
Raphael, William. Report of battle of Antietarn, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
509
Rappahannock County, Va. Operations in, Oct. 26-No v. 10, 1862. See
•

.

i

Northern Virginia.

Operations in, Oct. 2Q-Nov. 10, 1862.

W.

Mentioned
Rathbone, Henry R. Mentioned
Rathbone, John C. Mentioned
Rauch, John H. Mentioned
Ravenswood, W. Va. Skirmish at. Sept.
Rawolle, W. C. Mentioned
Ray, D. H. Mentioned
Rea, W. T. Mentioned
Read, B. H. Mentioned
Read, E. S. Mentioned
Ratchford,

J.

Read, John P.

858, 1027

358
1070
112
.3,

1862

1

424,443,445
1029

902
1028,1033

1082,1086,1087

W.

Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietarn, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Read, Joseph C. Mentioned
Ready, E. B. Mentioned

154, 155, 804, 854, 864

866
421,422
1028,1035

:

:
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Mentioned
Redd, Lieutenant. Mentioned
Redden, R. D. Mentioned
Redington, John C. O. Mentioned
Redmon, W. B. Mentioned
Reed, Alexander N. Mentioned
Reed, John. Mentioned
Reedy, John W. Mentioned
Regan, James M. Mentioned
Reid, J. A. Mentioned
Reikert, Adolph. Mentioned
Reilly, James. Mentioned
Reno, B. P. Mentioned
Reno, Jesse L.
Assumes command of 9th Corps
Death of, announced
Mentioned
25, 27, 28, 34,

Reber, Charles F.

447

*

874,875
1027,1028

514,515
466

202
203
805,917
344
1023,1027
343

805,925,926
422
157

423
.36,

39, 40, 48-50, 121, 177, 182, 186, 188, 210, 214,

265,267,416-418,421-423,427-429, 443„445, 446, 450, 458, 460, 720, 1020, 1041

Reno, Marcus A. Mentioned
Revere, Edward H. R. Mentioned
Revere, P.J. Mentioned
Reynolds, Francis. Mentioned
Reynolds, Hosea C. Mentioned
Reynolds, John A. Mentioned
Reynolds, John F.
Assumes command of 1st Corps

170,213
116,201

276
282
529, .540, 619
171,227,230

2

Mentioned

8, 11,

74-77, 86-88, 95, 97

Rhea, John A. Mentioned
Rhode Island Troops. Mentioned.
Artillery,

Light— Regiments

1st

1009
(Batteries),

A,

58, 173, 193, 276, 307-309,

326; B, 174,276,325; C, 175,204; D, 171,189,227,228; G, 174,19.3,276,
309, 325, 326.

Cavalry— Batfa/ions 7th Squadron,^ 525,526,533,537,538,542,549,583.
Infantry— /?e£r//we/7ts ; 2d, 174 4th, 178, 197, 453, 455-458.
;

Rice, D. P. Mentioned
Rice, W. H. Mentioned

974
809

Richards, Benjamin W. Mentioned
Richards, M. E. Mentioned
Richardson, Charles. Mentioned
Richardson, Israel B. Mentioned
30, 34, 52-54, 58-60, 62, 85, 134, 172, 191, 203, 206, 210, 211,215-217,

2.59

389
829
29,

275-

279, 282, 284-287, 289, 293, 298-304, 324, 327, 328, 333, 335, 338, 342-344, 407

Richardson, J. B. Mentioned
806, 848-850, 889, 893
Richardson, Joseph L. Mentioned
1029
Richardson, Richard H.
Mentioned
171
Report of operations Sept. 14-17, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
263
Richmond, Lewis. Mentioned
421
Rickards, James. Mentioned
200, 337
Ricker, John S. Mentioned
288
Ricketts, James B.
Mentioned
28, 30, 34, 51, 52, 55,
97, 171, 185, 190, 214-218, 220, 2:22, 223, 232, 235, 239, 240, 242, 269, 270, 417
*

Tliroe-inoutLs’ organization.

1190
Ricketts,

INDEX.
James B. — Continued.
and men of division of, commended

Officers

Mountain and Antietam, Sept.

for gallantry, battles

14-17, 1862

259-261

Reports of operations Sept. 14-17, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
Ricketts, Joseph W. Mentioned
Riddick, John G. Mentioned
Riddle, William. Mentioned
Rigby, Silas F.

Mentioned
Testimony

South
258
204
1029

268,271

529, 537, 547, 548, 555, 584, 588, 590, 649, 662, 684, 797
of,

siege

and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va.,

1862

Sept. 12-15,

649-652

1

Riley, John T. Mentioned
Riley, T. M. Mentioned

260,266
1028

Ringold, Benjamin. Mentioned
178, 450, 451
Ripley, James W. For correspondence as Chief of Ordnance, see Ordnance
Deparimenty U.

S.

A.

Ripley, Roswell S.
Mentioned

146, 149, 808, 813, 817,

908, 909, 923, 955, 976, 1019-1023, 1026-1028, 1034, 1036, 1043, 1050, 1054

Reports of operations Sept. 13-17, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
'Rippon, W. Va. Reconnaissance to, Nov. 9, 1862. See Itinerary 2d Divis-

1031

j

ion, 12th

Army

Corps, p. 481.

Ritchie, H. Bain. Mentioned
Ritter, Martin V. Mentioned

974

Rivers, H. W. Mentioned
Roach, E. G. Mentioned

422

Roach, John. Mentioned
Roath, E. D. Mentioned

935

460
924

260

Roberts, Charles W. Mentioned
Roberts, G. M. Mentioned
Roberts, R. Biddle. Mentioned

Robertson, Beverly H.
Mentioned
Report of skirmishes at Falls Church, Va., Sept.
Robertson, Claude S. Mentioned
Robertson, J ames M. Mentioned
Robertson, Jerome B. Mentioned
Robertson, J. Townes. Mentioned
Robertson, Patton. Mentioned
Robinson, Allison D. Mentioned
Robinson, B. Mentioned
Robinson, Henry. Mentioned
Robinson, James P. Mentioned
Robinson, J. M. Mentioned
Robinson, John M. Mentioned
Robinson, Lucius N. Mentioned
Robinson, O’Neil W. Mentioned
Robinson, Samuel T. Mentioned
Robison, G. T. L. Mentioned
Roche, Thomas F. Mentioned
Roden, Charles. Mentioned
Rodes, R. E.
Correspondence with Thomas J. Jackson
Mentioned

174,346

808,1030
171,190,272

4,

1862

810,814,815.825,827
828
362
62, 180, 212, 362

836
994

913
974
1029
1074

483
1005
1074, 1078, 1079, 1085

176
180
1015

1056
1090
516, 517

1039
146,

149, 150, 272, 808, 813, 871, 910, 939, 941, 947, 950, 1020-1028, 1030, 1031, 1048

'
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Pa^e.

Rodes, R.

E.— Continued.

Reports of
Antietam, Md.

Battle

of,

1023

Sept. 16-17, 1862

Maryland Campaign, Sept. 3-20, 1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept.
Rodgers, H. C. Mentioned
Rodgers, James G. Mentioned
Rodgers, John H. Mentioned
Rodgers, Robert S. Mentioned
Rodman, Isaac P. Mentioned

1033
14,

1021

1862

381,398

806,974,977
1067
535,789,791,793
31, 34, 35, 48-50, 63-65, 178, 187, 197,

203, 416, 417, 419-422, 424-426, 430, 432, 436, 444, 445^ 449, 451-4.55, 459, 466

W.

B. Mentioned
Roebling, Mr. Mentioned
Rogers, F. L. Mentioned

Roe,

119,124,127,130
10

872

Rogers, H. A. Mentioned
Rogers, H. H. Mentioned
Rogers, James. Mentioned
Rogers, J. S. Mentioned
Rogers, Marshall, jr. Mentioned
Rogers, William F. Mentioned
Roll of Honor. (Confederate.)
List of

names inscribed

1046
1033

944
1066

260
170, 220-222, 241,

242

on.

Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862
Ordered in lieu of medals and badges

1056

1056
1055

Romeyn, James W.

Mentioned
Roosa, Stephen C. Mentioned
Rorty, James M. Mentioned
Rose, Hugh. Mentioned
Roseborough, S. Y. Mentioned
Rosecrans, W. S. Mentioned
Ross, H. M. Mentioned
Ross, J. W. Mentioned
Rosser, Thomas L. Mentioned
Roth, Louis. Mentioned
Rouse, Milton J. Mentioned
Roussel, Edward G. Mentioned
Rowland, Thomas. Mentioned
Rowley, Thomas A. Mentioned
Rowley, W. W. Mentioned
Royer, Henry. Mentioned
Rucker, Daniel H. Mentioned

431

203
283
887,894
989
104, 761, 769

155

466
146, 810, 817, 1020, 1021, 1032, 1042
203
642, 643, 715, 725, 737, 738, 748, 797, 800

203
921
174
118, 119, 124, 126, 127, 130

395
102,105,371

Ruff, S. Z.

Mentioned
805,929
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
929
RuiEn, Thomas, jr.
Mentioned
808, 1027, 1029, 1030, 1040, 1041
Report of battle of South Mountain, Md., Sept. 14, 1862
1045
Ruger, Thomas H.
Mentioned
179, 198, 474, 478, 481 494, 496, 497, 500
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
503
Ruggles, George D. For correspondence as A. D. C., see George B. McClellan.
Runnells, P. Mentioned.-.
929
Rush, Richard H. Mentioned
73, 180, 200, 211, 213, 417, 450
'

,
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Russell, Charles H.

Correspondence with Thomas H. Ford
Mentioned

545
523,

526, 533, 535, 542, 544, 545, 568, 586, 720, 737, 738, 770, 776, 778, 783, 784, 796

Testimony

of,

siege

and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va.,

Sept. 12-15,

1862

720-739,737

Russell, David A. Mentioned
Russell, F. D. L. Mentioned

174

212

Russell, Samuel R. Mentioned
Russell, Thomas. Mentioned
Russell, W. H. H. Mentioned
Russell, William, jr. Mentioned
Russell, William F. Mentioned

Rutland, J. W. Mentioned
Rutledge, H. M. Mentioned
Ryan, James. Mentioned
Ryan, T. S. Mentioned
Sacket, Delos B. Mentioned
Saddler, John D. Mentioned
Sailor, John A. Mentioned
St. Clair, Captain. Mentioned
Saint George, W. Va. Capture

395
300
1064, 1065, 1067, 1068

397
173

944
805, 919

1056
1056

63
188

395
1090
of^

Nov.

9,

1862.

See Tucker County,

IF.

Va.

Expedition into, Nov. 8-14, 1862.

Salmond, Henry C. Mentioned
Salmond, T. W. Mentioned
Salyer, Logan H. N. Mentioned
Summon, Simeon.
Mentioned
Testimony

842
864

1090

532, 533, 544, 554, 621, 625, 660, 682, 690, 701, 776, 784, 802
of,

siege

and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., Sept.

12-15,

1862

Samuels, Alexander H. Mentioned
Sand, Henry A. Mentioned
Sanders, C. C. Mentioned
Sanders, William P. Mentioned
Sanford, Oliver W. Mentioned
Sappington, IT. J. Mentioned
.Sarbaugh, Jacob. Mentioned
Sargent, McCoy. Mentioned
Satterlee, Livingston. Mentioned
Saunders, Courtland. Mentioned
Saunders, Daniel L. Mentioned
Saunders, James. Mentioned
Saunders, John. Mentioned
Saunders, John S. Mentioned
Sawtelle, Charles G.
Correspondence with Rufus Ingalls
Mentioned
t

625-629
1083

203
803, 859, 871, 872

180,209,212,378
203
342
549
396
802
204
202

297
173,201,313,314
804

75
18, 96, 100, 101, 103,

106

Sawyer, Franklin.
Mentioned
Report of hattle of Antietani, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Saxton, Rufus. Mentioned
Sayles, James A. Mentioned
Scaife, C. T. Mentioned
Scaife, H. F. Mentioned

173, 327-329

329
.'739,

765, 769

404
944
944
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'

Scales, A. M. Mentioned
Scales, Frank. Mentioned
Scammon, Eliakim P.

1045
1047
»

Mentioned

27, 48, 49, Giles, 178, 187, 198, 210, 419, 420, 424-426, 444, 452, 458, 4G0, 463, 468, 469, 471

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of, Sept. 16-17, 1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862
Schambeck, Frederick. Mentioned
Schartle, J. W. Mentioned
*

462
461
178

944

Theodore K. Mentioned
Schenck, James W. Mentioned

260

Scheffer,

232,234

Schlemmermeyer, D. Mentioned
Sclireyer, Philip H. 'Mentioned

926^

304

W.

Mentioned
Schuyler, Philip R. Mentioned
Schwarz, James. Mentioned
Scott, G. W. Mentioned
Scott, Henry B. Mentioned
Scott, Winfield. (Cajitain.) Mentioned
Scott, W. L. Mentioned
Scruggs, L. H. Mentioned
Scrymser, James A. Mentioned
Seamen, Jonas. Mentioned
Searcy, J. R. Mentioned
Searing, William M. Mentioned
Seaver, Joel J.
Mentioned
Report of battle of Crampton’s Pass, Md., Sept.
Seddon, James A. Mentioned
Sedgwick, John.
Assignments to command
Mentioned
Schtiffner, Charles

324

203
202
282, 286

497

674,678,679
927
924,938
403
179

1056
170

176,388,394
14,

1862

390

952
157

28,30,34,52,56-58,61,

173, 192, 219, 225, 233, 275, 276, 294, 305-307, 312, 316, 318, 323, 327, 476, 485

Sedgwick, William D.

307

Seeley, Sherman
Segoine, Jesse.

393

Mentioned
Testimony

M.

Mentioned
Mentioned

533 552-554, 666, 682, 776, 802
,

of,

1862

siege

and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., Sept.

12-15,

682-684

..

Sehlen, John C. H. von.
Mentioned

529,

533, 547, 555, 584, 588, 590, 594, 595, 599, 605, 635, 663, 665, 666, 669, 797

Testimony

of,

siege

and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va.

Sept. 12-15,

1862

Selfridge,

James

663,664

L.

Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept.
Sellers, A. J. Mentioned
Sellers, E. E. Mentioned
Sellers, W. H. Mentioned

179,488,493
489
260,266

16-17, 1862

361

*.

Semmes, Paul
Mentioned

J.

924, 934-936
*

146, 148, 803, 812,

818, 820, 826, 836, 843, 853-855, 857-862, 870, 871, 876, 877, 880-883, 956, 971,
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Semmes, Paul

J.

— Continued.

Reports of
Antietam, Md.

Battle

Sept. lG-17, 1862

of,

Crampton’s Pass, Md. Battle
Sergeant, William. Mentioned

of.

874, 875

872

Sept. 14, 1862

358

Seymour, Frederick A.
Mentioned

179, 474

Reports of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Seymour, George E. Mentioned

508
179

Seymour, Truman.
Mentioned
51, 171, 185, 190,
Report of battle of South Mountain, Md., Sept. 14, 1862
Shaler, Alexander. Mentioned
Shankle, D. C. Mentioned
Shannon, Richard C. Mentioned
Shanley, Timothy L. Mentioned
Sharpsburg, Md.
Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862. See Antietam, Md.
Reconnaissance from, Oct. 1, 1862
Skirmish at. Sept. 19, 1862. Casualties.
Shaut, William B. Mentioned

Shedd, John

218, 263, 267-270, 273-275

272
174
1029
381

203,282,297

2

Returns

of.

Union troops

204
175

W.

Mentioned
'
Sheffield, J. L. Mentioned
Shelby, William A. Mentioned
Sheldon, Alexander E. Mentioned
Shell, Daniel C. M. Mentioned
Shellman, W. F. Mentioned
Shepard, Joseph P. Mentioned
Shepard, S. G. Mentioned
Shepherd, M. J. Mentioned
Shepherdstown, W. Va.
Action near. Sept. 20, 1862.
Casualties. Returns of.
Communications from

Drum, W.

259

808,1008
1002
357

202

909
203
807, 1000

901

Union troops

35,

F

204
364

Sykes, George
Reports of

364

Andrews, George

L

366

Barnes, James

345

N

999

Lovell, Charles S

361

H

996

Brown, Joseph
Gwyn, James
McCorkle,

W.

348

James M
Poland, John S ....;

995
363

Perrin,

See also SeiA. 3-20, 1862.
Archer, James J.
Bootes, Levi C.
Early, Jubal A.
Floyd- Jones, De L.
Hamilton, D. H.
Hill,

Ambrose

P.

Maryland Campaign.
Jackson, Thomas J.
Johnston, B. M.
Lane, James H.
McGowan, Samuel.
Pender, tTilliam D.
Porter, Fitz

Beports of
Sykes, George.

Thomas, Edward L.
Reed, William E.
Weed, Stephen H.
Winslow, Cleveland.

Van

J ohn.

Also reports of McClellan.
Operations of the Army of the Potomac;
also Lee.
Operations of the Army of Northern Virginia.

,
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—

W.

Va. Continued.
Reconnaissances to and from.

Shepherdstown,

'

Sept. 25, 1802
Oct. 1, 1802

1

.*

2

1

Skirmishes near, Oct.

See SmithfieJd, W. Fa.

10.-17, 1802.

Keconnaissance

Oct. 10-17, 1802.

to,

Shepherdstown Ford,

W.

Va.

Skirmish

at. Sept. 19, 1802.

Returns of

Casualties.

Confederate troops

975

Union troops

95, 204

Reports of
Isler,

JohnB

Lee, Robert

344

E

l42

Maurin, Victor
See also Sept. 3-20, 1802.

847

Maryland Campaign.

Reports of

Barnwell, John Gihhes.

Hunt, Henry

Buchanan, Bobert C.
Early, Jubal A.

Jackson, Thomas J.
Pendleton, William H.
Porter, Eitz John.
Eandol, Alanson M.

Gi’iffin,

Charles.

Hays, William.

'

Also reports of McClellan.
Operations of the

Lee.

Shepley, James H. Mentioned
Sherrill, Eliakim. Mentioned

Sykes, George.

J.

Van Reed, William E.
Weed, Stephen H.
Winslow, Cleveland.

Army of the Potomac ; also
of Northern Virginia.

Operations of the

Army

315
528, 533, 530, 540, 542-544, 508-571, 583, 007, 014,

010, 072-074, 070-080, 714, 733, 736, 748, 749, 772, 773, 778, 782, 795, 798, 802

Shinn,

J.

W.

Mentioned

Shipman, Abner B. Mentioned
Shiras, A. E. For correspondence,
Mentioned
Mentioned
Shorey, Lyman M. Mentioned
Shortlidge, Allen. Mentioned
Shriver, Benjamin L. Mentioned
Shropshire, W. Mentioned
Shirley, E.

1029

505
etc., see Subsistence

Department,

TJ.

S.

A.
944

:

Shirley, Preston,

944
413

337
202
933

Shumaker, L. M.
Mentioned
Report of condition of Artillery, Army of Northern Virginia, Sept.
Siber,

808, 952, 963
22, 1862

.

964

Edward.

Mentioned
Report of campaign in the Kanawha Valley,
Sickles, Daniel E. Mentioned
Sigel, Franz. Mentioned
Sigfried, Joshua K. Mentioned
Siler, T. P. Mentioned
Sillers, J.
Mentioned
Sillers,

William

1058-1060, 1064, 1065, 1067, 1073

W.

Va., Sept. 6-16, 1862

1060

87,88
38, 40, 71, 84, 87, 88, 96, 593
:
178,447
817,824
846

W.

Mentioned

808, 1024, 1029, 1030

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862

Sim, Alexander.

Mentioned

944

Simmonds, Seth J. Mentioned
Simmons, A. D. Mentioned
Simonds, Clark S.
Simons, James, jr.

Mentioned
Mentioned

1051

1050
178

1028

201,314
'

926
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Simpson, Benjamin L.
Mentioned
180
Eeport of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
515
172
Simpson, Jolin G. Mentioned
Simpson, John "W. Mentioned
944
Simpson, W. D. Mentioned
807, 988, 989, 999
Sims, John. Mentioned
.803,884
944
Sims, L. H. Mentioned
1009
Sims, W. J. Mentioned
171,272
Sinclair, William. Mentioned
460,467
Skiles, John W. Mentioned
842
Skinner, Frederick G. Mentioned
171
Skinner, Lewis C. Mentioned
Slaughter’s Gap, Md. Battle of, Sept. 14, 1862. See South Mountain, Md.
803, 874, 879
Sloan, Thomas. Mentioned
.*

•

Slocum, Henry

W.

Assumes command of the 12th Corps
Correspondence with George B. McClellan
Mentioned

2

88

28,34,35,46,01,62,86,96,98,134,

176, 195, 322, 375-378, 388, 389, 394, 401, 403, 404, 407, 408, 503, 818, 825, 826

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of, Sept. 16-17, 1862
Crampton’s Pass, Md. Battle of, Sept. 14,1862

Smead, A. Mentioned
Smedberg, W. R. Mentioned
Smith, Cadwalader. Mentioned
I

Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,

C. Ross.

381

380
958
360

201,296

Mentioned

De Haven K. Mentioned
De Witt C. Mentioned

-

180,213
!

Edmund L,

Mentioned
Edward. Mentioned
George D. Mentioned
Henry C. Mentioned
H. J. Mentioned
James J. Mentioned
J onathan P. Mentioned
Joshua. Mentioned
Lemuel W. Mentioned
Levi B. Mentioned
Richard P. Mentioned
Robert S. Mentioned
Virginius S. Mentioned
W. Mentioned
W. B. Mentioned
W. H. Mentioned
William. Mentioned
William A. Mentioned

Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith, William F.
Mentioned

460
315
170

1047
188
300

929,931

297
172
1028

509

809,1027,1054
173
1027, 1028

938
1028

466
900
806, 821, 969, 971, 1014

915,917

28, 30, 34, 35, 46, 61, 98, 125, 138, 177, 195,
306, 322, 327, 375-377, 379, 397, 399, 400, 406, 409, 410, 412, 477, 485, 506, 510

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of, Sept. 16-17, 1862
Crampton’s Pass, Md. Battle of, Sept. 14, 1862.

Smith, William R,

Mentioned

402
401

952

i

——

—
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W.

Va. Reconnaissance to, Oct. lC-17, 1862
Smurr, William H, Mentioned
Smyser, H. W. Mentioned
Smyth, Thomas A. Mentioned
Snead, F. T. Mentioned
Snicker’s Gap, Va. Reconnaissance to and skirmish at, Nov.
port of Ambrose P. Hill
See also report of McGowan, p. 987.
Snickersville, Va.
Smithfield,

Operations about, Oct.

13, 1862.

See Centreville, Va.

2
201

260
337
1028
3,

1862.

Re983

Reconnaissance from

Oct. 13, 1862.

Skirmish near.
Snider, Joseph.

Oct. 21, 1862

2

Mentioned
173, 327, 328
Report .of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
332
808,1040
Snow, S. Mentioned
352
Snyder, James A. Mentioned
Sorrel, A. C. Mentioned
895,897
842, 945
Sorrel, G. Moxley. Mentioned
For correspondence as A. A. G., see James Longsireet.
South Carolina Troops. Mentioned.
Artillery, Light Batteries : Brooks, 806, 836, 844-846, 1025, 1031; German,
805, 811, 836, 922, 924-926

949,1024;

;

Macbeth,

150, 806, 836, 840, 939,940, 942-944, 948,

Palmetto, 805,811,836,849,922,924-926; Pee Dee, 807,836,

886,887,891,954,962,979,981,984,987; Washington Artillery, 810,836.
Regiments : 2d, 810,816,822,823.
Infantry Battalions: dth, 805,906,907. Regiments : 1st {Provisional Army),
1st ( Volunteers), 805, 811, 906-908 ; 1st Rifles, 807,
807, 988-992, 996, 999

Cavalry

;

988-991,993-996; 2d, 803, 812, 861-863, 865, 867, 868 2d Rifles, 805,811,
3d, 803, 812, 859, 861-869 5th, 6th, 805, 811, 906, 907 ; 7th, 803,
906, 907
812,861-867; 8th, 803, 812, 861-865,867,868; 12th, 807, 988-991,996,997;
;

;

;

13th, 807,988-991,996-998; 14th, 807,987-991, 998, 999; 15th, 804, 811,
886; 17th, 806,811,941,942, 945, 946; 18th, 806, 811, 940-;942, 946-949;
22d, 806, 811, 941, 942, 947-950 ; 23d, 806, 811, 940-942, 949, 950 Palmetto
;

Sharpshooters,
Miscellaneous

805, 811, 906, 907, 946.

— Hampton’s

combe Legion,

South Fork of the Potomac,
South Mountain, Md.
Battle

of.

Legion,

805, 811, 922, 924, 928-932, 934

;

Hol-

806, 811, 942, 945, 946.

W.

Va.

Skirmish on the, Nov.

9,

1862

Sept. 14, 1862.

Returns of
Confederate troops

Casualties.

843,925

Union troops
34,184-188,204
Communications from Ambrose- E. Burnside
423
Officers and enlisted men of Ricketts’ division comuiemled for gallantry
Roll of

259-261

Honor (Confederate)

Reports of
Anderson, Robert
Baily, Silas

1056

274

M

1093

Benjamin, Samuel
Bragg, Edward S
Brown, B

N

Burnside, Ambrose

E

435
253
901

422

1198

INDEX.
Page.

South Mountain, Md. — Continued.
Battle

of,

Sept. 14, 1862.

Reports of
Cabell, George

C

899

John B
Christ, Benjamin C
Cook, Asa M
Cooper, James H
Callis,

256

437
433
271

Colquitt, A. II

1052

Comly, James M
Cox, Jacob D
Crook, George
Doubleday, Abner

458

Durham, S. A
Ewing, Hugh

949

Fairchild, Lucius

252

466
471
221

469

B
B

Garnett, Richard

894

Gates, Theodore

245

Gerhardt, Joseph

441

Gibbon, John

247

Griffith, A.

J

1049

Grimes, Bryan

Hatch, John
Hilton,

1048

P

220

M

Hofmann,

948
234,238

William
Hooker, Joseph
Jackson, Lyman J
McClellan, George B
McMaster, F. W....
McMullin, James R
McRae, D. K
J.

213

472
18 L

945

463
1039

L

273

Meredith, Solomon

266
249

Magilton, Albert

Meade, George

G

Nagle, James

445

Patrick, Marsena

R

241

Phelps, Walter, jr

231

E

1021

Thomas, jr
Scammou, Eliakim P

1045

Seymour, Truman
Sillers, William
Stuart, William D
Wainwright, William
Walker, Joseph

272

Rodes, R.
Ruffin,

461

W

1050

902

P

237,238
905

W.H

Wallace,
Welsh, Thomas
White, Carr B
Willcox, Orlando B
Williams, Frederick
See also Sept. 3-20, 1862.
Anderson, George T.

439
464
427

239

Maryland Campaign.
Fairchild, Harrison S.

Burnside,

Ferrero, Edward.

Corse,

Hill,

!^vau8,

Ambrose E.
Montgomery D.
N, G,

946

•.

Daniel H.
Hood, John B.

Reports of
Hunt, Henrj^ J.
Hunton, Eppa.
Jones, David E.
Lee, Robert E,

1199

INDEX.

Battle

Pago.

Md.— Continued.

South Mountain,

Sept. 14, 1862.

of,

See also Sept. 3-20, 1862.

Maryland Campaign.
W. N.

Pendleton,

liodes,

Lyle, Peter.

Pleasonton, Alfred.

Stevens, P. F.

Richardson, R. H.
James B.

Sturgis,

McClellan, George B,

MacThomson, James.
Moffett,

Ricketts,

Samuel A.

Clellan.
tions

Skirmish

of the

Army

Echols, John, supersedes Loring in
Orders, General, series 1862 Sept.
:

S.,

Army of the Potomac;

assigned to

of.

{Iti'y).

of.

also

;

also Lee.

Mc-

Opera-

Union troops

204

(Confederate.)

command

of

2

14

1072

command

3

W.

Mentioned
Speakman, Franklin B. Mentioned
Spear, George C. Mentioned
Spencer, E. Gray. Mentioned
Spencer, J. H. Mentioned
Springweiler, Charles F. Mentioned
Spurr, Thomas J. Mentioned
Squire, Truman H. Mentioned
Squires, C. W. Mentioned
Stacey, M. H. Mentioned
Stafford, Leroy A.
Mentioned
Rejiorts of operations Aug. 31-Oct.
J.

Samuel D.

Willcox, O. B.

of Northern Virginia.
Casualties. Keturns

Southwestern Virginia, Department

Williams, John

E.

Operations Sept. 2>-Oct. 24, 1862

Operations of the

at. Sept. 13, 1862.

II.

Ripley, Roswell S.

Also reports of RallecTc.

Spangler,

Ueports of

Longstreet, James.

213
175
174

260
119, 124, 126, 127, 130

188
203, 314

112
806, 848, 849, 851 892, 908, 926
,

358
149, 808, 952, 956, 969-971, 1008, 1017
5,

1862,

including Maryland

Cam1014

I)aign

Stagg, Henry R.
Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Stainrook, Henry J. Mentioned
179,
Stamp, Charles E. Mentioned
Stamps, T. H. Mentioned
Standing Stone, W. Va. Skirmish at, Sept. 28, 1862
Stannard, George J. Mentioned
533, 541, 554,

5.55,

561,

.562,

‘

180

516
199, 475, 478, 504, 505, 510

238
1074, 1077, 1085

2
528,
623, 624, 741, 743, 745, 802

Mentioned
1029
Stanton, Edwin M. Mentioned. ..7, 8, 11, 13, 18, 21, 22, 72, 79, 82, 90, 550, 551, 664, 802
For correspondence, etc., see Ty'ar Department, U. S.
Stanton, H. T. Mentioned
1074, 1077, 1083, 1084
Staples, Henry G. Mentioned
73
Starke, William E. Mentioned
149,
Stansill, Jesse F.

808, 813, 952, 955, 956, 967, 969, 1007, 1008, 1010, 1012, 1014-1017

Steedman,

M.

Mentioned
805,906
Steel, James. Mentioned
170
Steele, William R. Mentioned
307
Steere, William H. P. Mentioned
178,457
Steiner, John A.
Mentioned
533, 542-544, .556, 570, 581, 614, 626, 627, 691, 692, 701, 783, 784
Testimony of, siege and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., Sept. 12-15,
J.

1862

Stephens,

J.

G.

-

Mentioned

701-706
1028

1200

IISDEX.
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Stetson, John L. Mentioned
201
Steuart, George H. Mentioned
827
Stevens, Isaac I. Mentioned
432
Stevens, P. F.
Mentioned
806, 842, 939, 940, 943-945, 947-950
Report of operations, Sept. 14-19, 1862, during Maryland Campaign.
/.
94i
Stewart, James. (Lieutenant.)
Mentioned
171, 224, 227, 228, 247-250
Report of battle of Autietara, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
229
Stewart, James. (Sergeant.) Mentioned
1028
Stewart, J. W. Mentioned
942
Stewart, William Scott. Mentioned
528,555
Stickley, Orderly. Mentioned
1013
Stic.kney, J ames W. H. Mentioned
387
Stinson, J. B. Mentioned
1029
Stobbe, Nicholas. Mentioned
302
Stockton, T. B. W. Mentioned
35,175,349
•.

Stoddard, William. Mentioned
Stokes, John W. Mentioned
Stone, C. F. Mentioned
Stone, J. M. Mentioned
Stone, Lincoln R. Mentioned..
Btoneman, George.
Mentioned
Supersedes Heintzelman in command of 3d Corps
Story, Robert. Mentioned
Stoughton, Charles B. Mentioned
Stover, John H. Mentioned
Stover, W. J. Mentioned
Stowe, Leroy W. Mentioned
Stowe, William A. Mentioned
Stowell, Edwin S. Mentioned
Strange, John B. Mentioned
Straub, Florentine H. Mentioned
Stribling, R, M. Mentioned
Strieker,

106

9il
124, 125, 128-130, 132
805, 924, 938

501
16, 73, 74, 84, 87,

89

3
238

177,408
307
’

989, 997

1005
807, 1005

528,555
222, 805, 839, 842, 894, 895, 901

202
156

David L.

Mentioned
172, 282
Report of operations. Sept. 15-18, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
300
806, 952, 965, 974
Strong, Henry B. Mentioned
Stryker, William S. Mentioned....
125,129
Stuart,

James

E. B.

Mentioned

12,18,19,21,23,43,

45, 67, 68, 71-74,- 89, 140, 145, 146, 148, 151-153, 156, J54, 810, 822-828, 835,

854,855, 859, 874,881, 915-917, 920, 955-957, 967-969,971,1010,1019,1052

Report of operations Sept. 2-20, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
Stuart’s Expedition, Oct. 9-12, 1862.* Report of Alfred Pleasonton
See also reports of McClellan. Operations of the Army of the Potomac;
also Lee.

Operations of the

Army

814

73

of Northern Virginia.

Stuart, William. Mentioned
Stuart, William D.

174

Mentioned
Report of battle of South Mountain, Md., Sept.
Studdeford, Josiah S. Mentioned
Into Maryland and Pennsylvania.

805, 842, 894, 895, 903, 904
14,

See Part

1862

902
183,383,388

II, pp. 28-81.

1201

INDEX.

Paije.

Sturgis, H. B. Mentioned
Sturgis, Samuel

445
27, 31 34, 35, 49, 50, 63-

Mentioned

,

65, 98, 178, 186, 197, 417-421, 423-426, 429-431, 440, 451, 459, 460, 468, 471,

Eep.ort of oj^eratious, Sejit. 14-17, 1862, during

Maryland Campaign.

Sturtevant, Edward E. Mentioned
Sublett, D. L. Mentioned
Subsistence Department, U. S. A. Correspondence with
U. S
Subsistence Stores. Supplies of. See Munitions of War.
Sudler, Thomas. Mentioned

287,288
924

War

Department,
21,23
1028

Sudsburg, Joseph M.
Mentioned

179,475
510

Eeport of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Sugar Loaf Mountain, Md. Skirmishes at. Sept. 10-11, 1862.
Casualties. Eeturns of. Union troops
Eeport of Alfred Pleasonton
Suiter,

472
443

204
208

James A.

Mentioned
1
Eeport of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept.
Sullivan, John. Mentioned..

173,311,312
16-17, 1862

.315

296

Sully, Alfred.

Mentioned
Eeport of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Sulphur Springs, Va. Skirmishes at, Nov. 13-14, 1862
Summat, George J. Mentioned
34.36.38Sumner, Edwin V.
Assignments to command
Mentioned

173, 307, 311, 317, 323

314
3

174

3
25,29-31,

40,43,45, 48,50, 52-58, 61,62,66,67,69,70,77,97,101, 110, 123,
125, 127, 130, 134, 140, 169,172, 183, 191, 200, 211, 212, 219, 226, 230, 237, 241,

270, 274, 279, 283, 305-307, 309, 311-313, 318, 321, 326, 338, 339, 343, 376-378,

•

382, 402, 403, 405-407, 476, 481, 485, 487, 495, 499-502, 504, 505, 510, 786, 800

Eeports of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1802
275,277
Superseded by Couch in command of 2d Corps
2
Sumner, S. S. Mentioned
276, 324
Sutton, Lieutenant. Mentioned
1029
Sutton, Richard E.
Mentioned
648
Testimony of, siege and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., Sept. 12-15,
1862

648,649
342

3.38-

Suydani, Simon P. Mentioned
Sweitzer, Jacob B. Mentioned
Swicegood, A. Mentioned
Swift, Kenry M. Mentioned
Swigart, Joseph R. Mentioned
Swiggett, William Y. Mentioned
Swann, M. V. B. Mentioned
Swarthout, Martin M. Mentioned
Sykes, George.
Correspondence with Fitz John Porter
Mentioned
175. 194. 211. 213.

Repoyt of operations

7G

E

E— VOL

Sej)!.

174

1028
342
328
337
1015
.v

201

364
29, 34, 38-40, 45, 48, 52-54, 61, 62, 98,

342, 346, 347, 352, 353, 357, 358, 362, 364, 367, 418, 454

15-20,1862, during

XIX, PT

I

Maryland Campaign

350

•

—
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Mentioned
176,343
Talcott, T. M. R. Mentioned
842
Taliaferro, E. Mentioned
857
Taliaferro, William B. Mentioned
808, 813, 952, 955, 1007-1009, 1012
Talley, William C. Mentioned
171
Tanner, Charles B. Mentioned
337
Tanner, Thomas B. Mentioned
456
Tarbell, D. Mentioned
397
Tarbox, David B. Mentioned
201,335
Tate, S. McD. Mentioned
938
Taylor, Charles W. Mentioned
1009
Taylor, E. G. Mentioned
902
Taylor, J. H. Mentioned
283
Taylor, J. M. Mentioned
1024, 1029
Taylor, John H. Mentioned
188
Taylor, John S. Mentioned
845,846
Taylor, Joseph H. Mentioned
276,402
Taylor, Joseph P. Mentioned
7
Taylor, Murray F. Mentioned
982
Taylor, Peter A.
Mentioned
125,127,129-132
Report of operations of the Army of the Potomac, Sept. 11-30, 1862
133
Taylor, R. W. Mentioned
880
Taylor, W. H. Mentioned
842, 858
Taylor, William. Mentioned
1028
Telford, J. G. Mentioned
1067
Templeman, M. M. Mentioned
924
Tennessee Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)
Taft, Elijah D.

Infantry

Regiments: 1st, P. A., 7th, 14th, 807,1000-1002.

W.

A.

Mentioned
Mentioned
Mentioned
Tetam,
Tew, C. C. Mentioned
Texas Troops. Mentioned.
Tennille,

911

Terrell, L. R.

938
1061

.

Infantry

808, 1026, 1029, 1030, 1041, 1049

Battalions: 1st, 413.

Regiments: 1st, 805, 811, 922, 924, 928, 929,

931-935; 4th, 805, 811, 922, 924, 927, 929, 932, 934-936; 5th, 805, 811, 922,
924, 927-929, 932, 935-937„

Thatcher, Horace K. Mentioned
Thomas, D. G. Correspondence with Rufus Ingalls

360

•.

76

Thomas, Edward L.
Mentioned
Report of operations
Thomas, Evan.
Mentioned

807, 952, 954, 957, 979-982, 984, 990, 1001, 1002
Sei)t. 14-20, 1862,

during Maryland Campaign

61, 173, 280, 402,

Reports of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Thomas, Isaac. Mentioned

Thomas, Jacob IT.
Thomas, Lorenzo.

1006

*

,

247

Mentioned
Mentioned

For correspondence,

etc., see

Thomas, Oliver H. Mentioned
Thompson, A. Mentioned
Thompson, Allen. Mentioned
Thompson, C. Mentioned
Thompson, Charles E. Mentioned

485

284
261

529,551,666

A djutajit- General’s

Office,

U. S. A.

1001, 1002

103

1083

213
393
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Thompson, G. B. Mentioned
Thompson, James. Mentioned
Thompson, John W. Mentioned
Thompson, T. G. N. Mentioned
Thompson, Warren. Mentioned
Thomson, H. H. Mentioned
Thomson, T. P. Mentioned
Thomson, William. Mentioned
Thorburn, C. E.
Mentioned
Report of operations Sept. 10-13,
ley,

929
171,259

202,233
1056
547,601,750,760
908
1023,1044
107,108
1074
1862,

during campaign in

Kanawha

W. Va

Val1075

Thorne, E. A. Mentioned
Thornton, John T. Mentioned
Thoroughfare Gap, Va.
Expedition to, Oct. 17-18, 1862
Reconnaissance toward. Sept. 16, 1862.
A.Mentioned
Threadgill, W.
Throop, N. Garrow. Mentioned
Thruston, Stephen D. Mentioned
Thurston, E. N. Mentioned
Tibbals, H. G. Mentioned
Tibbs, T. A. Mentioned
Tidball, John C. Mentioned
Tidball, William L. * Mentioned
Tilley, E. M. Mentioned
Tilton, William S. Mentioned
Tingle, W. D. Mentioned
Titus, H. B. Mentioned.
Titus, Jonas H., jr. Mentioned
Titus, Silas. Mentioned
Toal, John T. Mentioned
Toland, John T. Mentioned
Tomlinson, D. C. Mentioned
Tomme, R. S. Mentioned
Tompkins, Hartwell C. Mentioned

921

810,819

2

Report of David B. Biruey

1091

1029

302
1027, 1028

887

466
826
62,180,211,212,362
173, 313, 322
397
174, 346

1028

447
175
174

>

297
1060-1063
264
1028

292

Tompkins, John A.
Mentioned
Report of battle of Autietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Tompkins, J. W. Mentioned
Tompkins, R. W. Mentioned
Toombs, Robert.
Mentioned .?

173, 326

308
1028
929, 931

141, 150, 804, 811, 830, 836,

840, 841, 843, 844, 846, 849-851,885-888, 897,905, 910-912, 914, 984, 1000

Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Torbert, Alfred T. A.

Mentioned
28, 46, 61, 176, 195, 372, 375-377,
Report of battle of Crampton’s Pass, Md., Sept.
Torslow, Otto L. Mentioned
.

888

380, 381, 385, 387, 389, 391, 394, 400
14,

1862

382
326

Town, Gustavus W.
Mentioned
Report of battle of Crampton’s Pass, Md., Sept.
Tracy, P. Mentioned
Train, Charles R. Mentioned

176, 397
14,

1862

399
1027

497
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Transportation. (Railroad and water.)
Ingalls, Rufus
Lincoln, Abraliam
McClellan, George B

Communications from

Quartermaster-General’s Office, U. S. A
See also Halleck to Stanton, p. 8; Meigs

77
13
12,

74
12

to

HaUeclc, p. 17

;

also report of In-

galls, p. 99.

Trask, I. W. Mentioned
Treon, Frank. Mentioned
Trezevant, Farquhar. Mentioned
Trimble, Isaac R. Mentioned
Trimble, William H.
Mentioned

213
396
940
149,806,813,952,954-957,96.5-968,972-977
527, 528, 533,

539, 541, 554, 558, 561, 562, 565, 572, 585, 586, 592, 596, 598, 599, 605, 622, 623,
628, 635, 650, 651, 656, 658, 672, 683, 688, 710, 741, 751, 756, 768, 776, 798, 802

.

Testimony

of,

siege

and capture of Harper’s Ferty, W. Va.,Sept.

12-15,

1862

741-749, 756

Mentioned
891-893
Troutman, J ohn. Mentioned
1029
True, George W. Mentioned
203
Trueman, John. Mentioned
363
Tucker, Bentley H. Mentioned...
903
Tucker County,W. Va. Expedition into, Nov. 8-14, 1862
3
Tucker, Davis. Mentioned
1056
Tucker, Thomas S. B. Mentioned
855,857,860
Turner, Ike
M.
Mentioned
805, 924, 927-929
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
936
986
Turner, J. McLeod. Mentioned
905
Turners. S. Mentioned
Mountain, Md.
Turner’s Pass, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862.
807,1000-1002
Turney, Peter. Mentioned
201
Turrill, J. Henry. Mentioned
260
Tuthill, Henry G. Mentioned
177
Tuttle, Oscar L. Mentioned
441, 909, 945, 946
Twiggs, H. D. D. Mentioned -r
288
Twitchell, O’Neil R. Mentioned
952
Tyle, Lieutenant. Mentioned
Troup,

J.

R.

/

•

Tyler, Daniel.

Correspondence with
Adjutant-General’s Office, U.

S.

A

552,802

Army Headquarters
Bacon, Charles Graham
White, Julius
Mentioned
Tyler, Erastus B. Mentioned
Tyler, John. Mentioned
Tyndale, Hector. Mentioned
Uncapher, Israel. Mentioned
Underwood, T. C. Mentioned
Union Troops.
Casualties. Returns of.

801

552
801

519,666,794
175,338,370,371
-1006
179, 199, 474, 478, 482, 504-508, 512

Antietam, Md. Battle of, Sept. 16-17, 1862
Boonsborough, Md. Skirmish at. Sept. 15, 1862
Catoctin Mountain, Md. Skirmish at, Sept. 13, 1862.

261
929, 930

34, 35, 189-204

204

204

——

;

;
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Union Troops— Continued.
Casualties.

Eeturns

of.

Md.

Battle of, Sept. 14, 1862
Skirmishes at. Sept. 3-4, 1862
Frederick City, Md. Skirmishes at, Sept. 12, 1862
HarpeFs Ferry, W. Va. Siege and capture of. Sept. 12-15, 1862
Jefferson, Md. Skirmish at, Sexit. 13, 1862.,
Kanawha Valley, W. Va. Campaign in. Sept. G-16, 1862
Maryland Campaign, Sept. 3-20, 1862
Middletown, Md. Skirmish at, Sept. 1.3, 1862
Skirmish at. Sept. 8, 1862
Poolesville, Md.
Sharpshurg, Md. Skirmish at, Sept. 19, 1862
Shepherdstown, W. Va. Action near, Sept. 20, 1862
Shepherdstown Ford,
Va. Skirmish near, Sept. 19, 1862
Crami)ton’s Pass,

34, 183, 204

Falls Cliurcb, Va.

204

204

549
204

1068

36,183-204
1

204

...

204

204
35,204

35,204

.

South Mountain, Md.
Battle

Sept. 14, 1862

of,

34, 184-188,

Skirmish at, Sept. 13, 1862
Sugar Loaf Mountain, Md. Skirmishes at. Sept. 10-11, 1862
Williamsport, Md. Skirmish near. Sept. 19, 1862
Mentioned.

204
204
204

Eegulars.

Regiments: Ist

Artillery

G (see Battery E),
K,

367

;

60, 176, 194, 206, 279,

{Batteries'),

E,* 62,175,211,351-353,362:
276, 280, 284, 306-310

1, 57, 60, 61, 173, 193,

341-344

;

2d

;

{Batteries),

A,

54, 62, 180, 200,

205, 206, 210-212, 280, 342, 358, 362; B,t 60, 62,.180, 205, 209, 211, 212,

279,342, 353,362; D, 176, 195, 382, 391; E, 48, 55, 178, 206, 342,
350, 417-419, 423, 424, 427,428, 430, 432, 435-437, 444, 465;
174, 342;

L

-(see Battery

M,

B)

G,

62, 180, 200, 204, 205, 208, 209,

211.212, 342; 3d {Batteries), C,t 48, 62, 180, 204-206, 209-212, 342,
(see Battery i); 4th,
(see Battery (7).; Ii,§ 179,342;

417;

M

G

{Batteries), A,l| 61, 173, 192, 276, 280, 284, 402, 485;
206, 224-227, 229-231, 233, 244-248, 250, 251

;

C

B,

52, 171, 190,

(see Battery A), 417

E, 50,64, 178,197,419,420,424,426,443,444,446,450; F, 180; G,
176, 339, 342, 343;

5th

{Batteries),

A,

64, 178, 197, 342, 419, 420, 424,

C, 172, 191, 229, 230, 269-271, 273 D, 175, 206, 340, 342,
350; F, 177,375,385,403,404,409,411; I, 55, 175, 194, 204, 206, 350426, 454

.

;

;

354, 444 K, 62, 175, 204, 342, 351, 352, 354, 362.
Cavalry— /?e^//ne/7fs: 1st, 170, 208, 213; 2d, 170; 4th,
;

199,204,211; 6th,

169; 5th, 180,

48, 180, 209, 593.

Engineers Battalions: Duane’s, 169.
Infantry Regiments: 1st, 175., 204, 361, 364, 365; 2d, 63,175,194,
3d, 175, 355, 356 4th, 175, 194, 213,
204. 213, 351, 353, 357, 361-365
355-360 6th, 175, 204, 351, 361, 363-365 8th, 170, 359 10th, 63,
11th, 175, 194, 204, 361, 365,
175, 194, 204, 213, 351, 357, 361-365
366; 12th {Battalions), 1st, 175, 194, 213, 355, 357, 358; 2d, 175,
14th, H 213, 368 {Battalions), 1st, 175, 194, 355,357, 359,
355, 359
360,363; 2d, 175,194, 355, 357, 359, 360; 17th, 175, 204, 361, 366,
367; lSth,170.
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

Volunteers.

Infantry

1st Sharpshooters,

shooters, 52,

35, 175, 204, 344,

345;

2d Sharp-

170, 184, 189, 220, 224, 232, 233.

See also respective States.

t

Hattoi ies

E .and G consolidated,
B and L consolidated.

1

Uatterios

C and

*15att(!vies

G

consolidated.

§ Batteries
B.atteries
II

IT

L

.and

M consolidated.

A and C

204

consolidated.

Battalions designated wlien practicable.

:

.
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Union Troops — Continued.

Army of the Potomac
Operations on the, Sspt. 21-Nov. 14, 1862.

Organization, strength, etc.

Upper Potomac.

169-180
See Harpefs

Ferry.

Upton, Emory. Jlentioned
Upton, John C. Mentioned
Urmston, Thomas D. Mentioned
Urquhart, Samuel A. Mentioned
Valley District. Orders, Special, series 1862: Sept. 14,
Van Buren, J. L. Mentioned
Vance, Alexander. Mentioned
Vanderkieft, Bernard A. Mentioned
Van Dike, William H. Mentioned
Van Ingen, Garret. Mentioned

Vanneman, Theodore

176, 195, 377, 382, 410

842
358
381
958.

421

1062
112

202
203

J.

Mentioned
177
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
404
Vanorsdall, William. Mentioned
201
Van Reed, William B.
Mentioned
175,351,352
Report of operations Sept. 11-22, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
354
Van Rensselaer, S. Mentioned
355
Vanse, J. M. Mentioned .f
1028
Vansteinberg, Benjamin. Mentioned
203
Van Valkenburgh, Robert B.
Mentioned
179, 474, 483, 494, 497
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
502
Vanvalzah, David D. Mentioned
359
Van Vliet, Stewart. Mentioned
94,99,100
Vanzant, John. Mentioned
1056
517
Vasseur, Edward. Mentioned
Vegesack, Ernest von.
Mentioned
177,402,411
413
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
842
Venable, Charles S. Mentioned
Vermont Troops. Mentioned.
’

.•

InisLutry— Regiments

2d, 177, 183, 196, 408

5th, 177, 196
561,741,745.
406, 408

;

;

6th, 177, 183, 196

Reuben. Mentioned
Vincent, Albert O. Mentioned

3d, 177, 196

;

;

;

4th, 177, 183, 196,

9th, 527, 528, 533, 538, 541, 549,

489

Viel,

Operations

Virginia.

in.

March

17-Sept.

2, 1862.

Aug.

16-Sept.

2, 1862.

Sept.

3-Nov. 14, 1862.
21-Nov. 14, 1862.

Nov. 5-14, 1862.
Virginia,

Army

60,212,279

1

See
Peninsular Campaign.

Northern Virginia. Campaign in.
Northern Virginia. Operations in
Harper’s Ferry, W. Va. Operations about.
Operations
Augusta, Bath, and Highland Counties.

in.

of.

Consolidated with Army of the Potomac
Hooker, Joseph, assumes command of 3d Corps
Mansfield, Joseph K. F., assumes command of 2d Corps
Sedgwick, John, assigned to command of 2d Corps
Williams, Alpheus

1,

157

157
157
157

S.

Assumes command of 2d Corps
Resumes command of 2d Corps

1^8

——

—

;
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Virginia Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)
Artillery, Light Batteries: Alleghany, 808, 836, 954-956, 964, 1008, 1011;
Amherst, 809,837,838; Ancell’s, 809,836,838; Ashland, 806, 836, 844846; Bedford, 806,836,844-846,974; Branch’s, 805,811,836,913-915,917,
921; Brooke’s, 809,837; Bryan’s, 1077,1078,1082,1083; Charlottes-

Chew’s, 810,818,826-828; Courtney, 807, 837, 955,
Crenshaw’s, 807, 836, 954, 955, 963, 979, 984, 985 Cutshaw’s,

ville, 807, 821, 837;

962, 963

;

;

809, 836, 964

Eubank’s,

;

Danville, 808, 813, 836, 956, 964, 1008

806, 836, 844, 846, 890

;

;

Dixie, 809, 836, 838

Fauquier, 805, 836 Fredericksburg,
French’s, 805,811,836,913-915,
;

807, 831,836,954, 962, 979,981, 984,1002;

Grandy’s, 836 Hampden, 808, 836, 956, 964, 1008 Hanover,
Huckstep’s, 809, 831, 836, 838 Huger’s, 804, 836 J. R. Johnson’s, 807, 836,963,966,972,974; M. Johnson’s, 809, 836, 838
Jones’,
809, 813, 1024; King William, 809, 836, 846, 1025, 1030, 1031, 1037, 1038
Latham, 809, 836 Lee, 808, 836, 956, 964, 1008, 1009, 1012, 1015 Letcher,
807, 836, 954, 962, 979, 984, 987; Lewis’, 836 Loudoun, 805, 836 Lowry’s,
917, 921

;

809, 836

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

Lusk’s, 836 Magruder, 809, 836, 881 Massie’s, 836,
837; Middlesex, 807,836,984; Monroe, 1074, 1076, 1077, 1082 Moorman’s, 804, 836, 844 Morris, 809‘, 836, 942 Orange, 809, 836 Otey’s,
1076-1078, 1081-1083, 1085, 1090; Parker’s, 806, 836, 844-846; Ports1077, 1082, 1090

;

;

;

;

;

mouth,

;

;

804, 818, 826, 827, 836

;

Powhatan,

838, 954, 955, 962, 979, 932-985, 1002

;

809, 837 ; Purcell, 807, 821, 836,
Rice’s, 809, 836, 964 ; Richmond

Fayette, 804,836,873,881; Richmond Howitzers {Comimnies),1st, 804,
836,861; 2d, 809,820,837,838; 3d, 809,837; Ringgold, 1077,1078,10811083

;

Rockbridge, 808, 821, 837, 954-956, 964, 1007-1012, 1014 Salem, 809,
Staunton, 807, 837, 955, 962, 963 Stuart Horse, 156, 810, 817,

820, 837

;

;

;

Thomas,

821, 822, 835, 836;

809, 836;

Williamsburg, 809,836; Wimbish’s,
910, 926. Regiments

Cavalry

:

Turner,

805, 836;

Turner’s, 809;

Wise, 805,836,841,886,

809, 836;

1st, 809.

17th, 518, 810, 816, 825.
Regiments : 1st, 810
2d,
810,814-816,819,825,827; 3d, 810; 4th, 810, 952; 5th, 146,810; 6th,
810, 816, 825; 7th, 481, 810, 815, 816, 825,828; 9th, 10th, 810; 12th, 208,
Battalions

:

;

481, 517,518, 810, 815, 816, 819, 820, 825, 827, 828.

1st, 808; 22d, 807; 23d, 1081,1090; 26th, 1081,
Regiments : .1st, 805, 810, 905
30th, 1081, 1084, 1088.
2d, 808, 1011, 1013; 3d, 804, 812; 4th, 5th, 808, 812, ioi3; 6th, 804, 812,
818, 826; 7th, 805, 810,905; 8th, 805, 810,894, 896, 898-900 9th, 804 10th,
12th, 804, 812, 818, 826 13th, 806,
11th, 805, 810, 904, 905
808, 1009
813, 820, 956, 969, 971, 974 14th, 804, 812; 15th, 803, 812, 862, 874, 875, 877,
16th, 408, 804, 812 17th, 805, 810, 904, 905 18th, 805, 810, 894,
880, 881
896, 898-901; 19th, 805, 810, 894, 896, 901,902; 21st, 808; 22d, 1073,
1074, 1081, 1083, 1086, 1088, 1090; 23d, 808, 813, 1009; 24th, 805, 810, 905;
25th, 806, 813, 974 27th, 808 812, 1013, 1014 28th, 805, 810, 894, 896, 902
31st, 806, 813, 971, 974 32d, 803, 812,
30th, 805, 811, 913, 915, 918, 919
33d, 808, 812, 1013 36th, 1074, 1081-1083,
862, 874, 875, 877, 881-883
1090; 37th, 808, 813, 1009; 38th, 804, 812; 40th, 807; 41st, 804, 812;
42d, 808; 44th, 806, 813, 974; 45th, 1079, 1081-1087; 47th, 807; 48th,
808; 49th, 806, 813, 974, 1014; 50th, 1081,1090; 51st, 1081, 1087, 1088;
52d, 806, 813, 974; 53d, 804, 812; 55th, 807; 56th, 805, 810, 894-896,
902-904; 57th, 804, 812; 58th, 806,974; 61st, 804 63d, 1081, 1090.
Virginia Troops. Mentioned. (Union.)

Infantry

Battalions:

1082,.1084-1087;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

Cavalry— 5afta//o/7S
Voelker, Charles.

:

Loudoun Rangers,

Mentioned

814.

201

1208

INDEX.
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VoBS, Arno.
Correspondence Tvitli John E. Wool
758
Mentioned
84,534,538,758
Eeport of operations Sept. 3-7, 1862, during Marjdand Campaign
516
Wade, Edward H. Mentioned
203
Wade, William. Mentioned
201
Wagner, C. B. Mentioned
96,100

Wainwright, William P.
Mentioned

.

Reports of battle of South Mountain, Md., Sept.

14,

52, 170, 184, 222, 223,

1862

Walbridge, James H. Mentioned
Walcott, A. F. Mentioned
Walker, Charles. (Private 8th Connecticut.) Mentioned
Walker, Charles. (Major 10th Maine.) Mentioned
Walker, David N. Mentioned
Walker, James A.
Mentioned
806, 952,

177,408
449

455
488
1074, 1077, 1085

956, 967, 968, 1023, 1032

Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Walker, John G.
Correspondence with
Jackson, Thomas J

976

958, 959

Longstreet, James

Mentioned

234

237,238

921
42, 43, 141, 145-150, 1.55, 523, 529, 759, 764, 785,

791, 805, 81i, 840, 843, 854, 858, 865, 914, 917, 920, 953-955, 958, 959, 962, 1018

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of, Sept. 16-17, 1862
Harper’s Ferry, W. Va. Siege and capture of. Sept. 12-15, 1862

Walker, John H.
Walker, Joseph.

Mentioned

914

912
360

Mentioned

147, 805, 839, 842, 885, 886, 894, 942

Rex3ort8 of

Antietam, Md. Battle of, Sept. 14, 1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of, Sex)t. 14, 1862
Walker, R. L.

Mentioned

907
905

147, 651, 669, 764, 807, 842, 952, 9.54, 979, 980

Rex)ort of operations Sept. 13-17, 1862, during

Maryland Campaign

983

Walker, Thomas M.
Mentioned

179,475

Reiiort of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862

Walker, W. S. Mentioned
Wallace, W. H.

512
1028

Mentioned

806

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of, Sejit. 16-17, 1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of, Sejjt. 14, 1862

947

Wallace, William R. Mentioned
Wallen, George W. Mentioned
Walsh, Martin. Mentioned
Walsh, Maurice. Mentioned
Walton, David H. Mentioned
Walton, John B.
Correspondence with Janies Longstreet
Mentioned

946
316
1009

363
344
«... 808, 1013

922
806, 842, 846, 847, 922, 925, 940, 943

Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept 16-17, 1862

848
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Page.

Walton, Marion. Mentioned
Walton, Thomas. Mentioned

931

842

Wanner, Joel B.
Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md,, Sept. 16-17, 1862
War Department, C. S. Correspondence with
Davis, Jefferson
Loring, William

War

179, 490

493
1071

W

1068, 1069, 1071, 1075, 1079

..

Department, U. S.

Correspondence with

Army Headquarters
Ordnance Department, U. S^A
Quartermaster-General’s Off^, U.
Subsistence Department, U.
Ward, Lieutenant. Mentioned...
Ward, Isaac M. Mentioned

S.

7,82
759
21

A

21,23

;

^

154,155

213

Ward, John Edward.
Mentioned
178, 454
454
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Ward, John H. Hobart. Mentioned
73
Ward, William G.
Mentioned
519, 527, 528, 533, 578, 585, 591, 730, 792, 802
Testimony of, siege and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., Sept. 12-15,
730-733

1862

Waring, J. F. Mentioned
Warner, Adoniram J. Mentioned
Warner, E. R. Mentioned
Warner, William H. Mentioned
Warren, E. T. H. Mentioned
Warren, Gouverneur K. Mentioned
Warren, Henry. Mentioned
Warrenton, Va. Expedition to, Sept.

823
172,270,271
207

260,266
808,952
62, 175, 339, 340, 350-352, 367
413
29, 1862.

See Centreville, Va.

Exjjedi-

tionfrom, Sept. 29, 1862.

Warrenton Junction, Va.
Expedition

to.

Sept. 25-28, 1863.

See Centreville, Va.

Expedition from,

Sept. 25-28, 1862.

Skirmish near.

Oct. 19, 1862

Washington, Defenses

2

of.

Banks, Nathaniel P., assumes command of
Heintzelman, Samuel P.
Placed in command of. South of the Potomac
Supersedes Banks in command of

Waterhouse, J. Mentioned
Waterloo, Va. Skirmish at, Nov.

Waterman, Richard.

Mentioned
Watkins, Joseph F. Mentioned
Watkins, Maurice. Mentioned
Watkins, Thomas C. Mentioned
Watkins, W. C. Mentioned
Watson, A. T. Mentioned
Watson, C. B. Mentioned
Watson, Evan S. Mentioned
Watson, George W. Mentioned
Watson. Malbone F. Mentioned

14,

1862

1,

157
1

3
929
3
175
1073, 1080, 1083

466
806,940,948
1029

445
360

200,337
260,266
353

1210

INDEX.

Watson, P. H.

For correspondence as Assistant Secretary of War, see JVar
Department, U. S.
Watt, R. L. Mentioned

1046

Watts, George H. Mentioned
Watts, L. H. Mentioned
Wayne, R. A. Mentioned
Weatherington, B. Mentioned

456,457

Weaver, D. P. Mentioned
Weaver, F. H. Mentioned
Weaver, John D. Mentioned
Webb, Robert F. Mentioned
Webber, Eli H. Mentioned
Weber, Max. Mentioned
Weed, Stephen H.

260,266
1029

944

909
1056

202,304,305
805,924,938
413
57, 58, 173, 193, 276, 323, 324, 327, 336, 337

Mentioned
Report of operations Sept. 15-20, 1862, during Maryland Campaign

17.5,352

353

Weeks, George H.
Correspondence with Rufus Ingalls
Mentioned

Wehle,

76
17,

102

Julius.

Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17,1862
Weimpfheimer, Max. Mentioned
Weir, Gulian V. Mentioned
Weir, Robert F. Mentioned
Weir, W. M. Mentioned
Welch, Henry E. Mentioned
Welch, Norval E. Mentioned
Weller, J. B. Mentioned
Welles, Robert G. Mentioned
Wells, Eugene. Mentioned.:
Welsh, Thomas. Mentioned
177,

172,278,282
303
202
271
533

1029
1029

175
474

362
359
186, 196, 428-431, 433, 437

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862

440
439

Welton, Henry S.

170

Wentworth, Lewis

174

Mentioned
E. Mentioned
Wert, Robert. Mentioned
West, Fred. Mentioned
West, George. Mentioned
West, P. C. F. Mentioned
West, William. (Lieutenant.) Mentioned
West, William. (Sergeant.) Mentioned
Westcott, George T. Mentioned

Western

Virginia,

Western

Virginia, District

of.

W.

at. Sept. 3,

ginia.

Department
Department

of.

468
911

1028

403

1061,1062

228,230
387

(Confederate.)

of.

(Union.)

Jacob D., Cox, assumes command
2

of the

Weston,

See Soiitliwesiern Vir-

Va.

Skirmish

1862

1

West

Virginia.
Military departments embracing

1

Sept. 3-Nov. 14, 1862. See
Sept. 3, 1862. Bavensirood, Skirmish

Oiierations in

.

Weston.
4, 1862.

Ohio.

Skirmish

at.

at.

Jenkins’ raid into.
I

—

—
1211
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—

West

Virginia Continued.
Operations in. Sept. J]-Nov.
6-lC, 1862.

Sept.

14, 18G2.

Kanawha

See

Valley.

20,1862. Point Pleasant.

21-Nov.

14, 1862.

Campaign
Skirmish

HarpeVs Ferry.
Expedition

26-27, 1862. Buffalo.

Operations ahoiit.

to.

8- 28, 1862. Standing Stone. Skirmish
Skirmish near.
30, 1862. Glenville.
9Skirmish at.
6, 1862. Big Birch.

Oct.

in.

at.

at.

Skirmish near.

29, 1862. Petersburg.

Kanaivha Eiver. Skirmish near the falls of.
5-14, 1862. Pendleton and Pocahontas Counties.
Operations
31, 1862.

Nov.

14, 1862.

Tucker County.

Fork of the Potomac. Skirmish
Greenbrier County. Expedition into.

1862. South

9,

11, 1862.

in.

Expedition into.
on. the.

Proclamation of W. W. Loring, to the people of
Virginia Troops. Mentioned.
Artillery, Light Batteries : C, 1091.
Cavalry— Co/n/7a/7/es : Gilmore’s, 178, 198, 458 Harrison’s, 178,
Regiments : 2d, 1058-1060, 1062, 1063.
Infantry Regiments : 4th, 1058, 1059, 1062, 1064-1068
7tli, 58, 59,
9th, 1058, 1059, 1064 11th, 1070.
327, 332 8th, 1058

1072

,

West

;

j

;

;

Wever, Bernhard.

Weymouth, H.

198, 458.

173, 193,

;

Mentioned
176,343,353
323
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862.

G. O.

Wharton, G. C.
Mentioned

1073, 1074, 1076, 1077, 1081-1084, 1086

Rei)ort of operations Sept. 10-13, 1862, during
Valley, W.Va

campaign

in the

Kanawha
1088
495-497

Wheaton, Charles, jr. Mentioned
Wheaton, Frank. Mentioned

174

Wheeler, Daniel D. Mentioned
Wheeler, James. Mentioned
Wheeler, J. M. Mentioned
Wheeler, V. S. Mentioned
Whipple, A. W. Mentioned
Whipple, William D. For correspondence
Whitaker, William. Mentioned
White, Carr B.

408

-

545
989
365
84, 98, 3.38, 370

as A. A. G., see John E. JFool.

842

Mentioned
Reports of

178, 458

Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of, Sei)t. 14, 1862
White, E. R. Mentioned

465

464
806, 950

White, E. V. Mentioned
White, Julius.

983

Correspondence with
Adjutant-General’s Office, U.
D’Utassy, Frederick G
Miles,

Dixon S

S.

A

530,801

596
525
801

j

Tyler, Daniel

Wool, John
Mentioned

E

520, 759, 791
139, 517-522, 525, 529,

530, 532-541, 547, 548, 551, 554-556, 558-560, 563, 565, 566, 572, 584-.587, 589,
^
*

590, 595, 596, 598, 599, 605-607, 619, 622-624, 628-630, 635-638, 649, 653, 654,
658, 661, 663-665, 669, 683, 684, 686, 714, 723, 737, 739-742, 745, 746, 748, 751,

758, 761-763, 774, 780, 787, 788, 790, 792, 794-798, 801, 802, 951,

9.53,

955, 980
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White, Julius— Continued.
Reports of
Harper’s Ferry, W. Va. Siege and capture of, Sept. 12-15, 1862.. 523, 525, 531
Martinshurg, W. Va. Evacuation of. Sept. 12, 1862
524
Statement of, to Harper’s Ferry Military Commission
774
Testimony of, siege and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., Sept. 12-15,
1802

714-719

White, Nathan J. Mentioned
White, W. C. Mentioned
White, William G. Mentioned....
White, William J. H. Mentioned
Whiting, Charles J. Mentioned
Whiting, H. A. Mentioned
Whiting, W. H. C. Mentioned
Whitman, John I. Mentioned
Whitney, Charles H. Mentioned
WhitteLsey, E. Mentioned
Whittier, Charles A. Mentioned

470
865, 860

201
108, 116, 202, 376, 377
180',

199, 212

1036,1039

147.429,839,843
202
201

307
307

Whittier, John T.
Mentioned
Testimony of, siege and capture of
,

543, 710, 783
Harx:)er’s

Ferry,

W.

Va., Sept. 12-15,

1862

710-713

Whitty, J a.sper M. Mentioned
Wiatt, F. L. ‘Mentioned
Wicker, F. N. Mentioned
Wickham, Williams C. Mentioned
Wier, James. Mentioned
Wilcox, Cadmus M. Mentioned
"Wilcox, Vincent M.
Mentioned

282, 297

913
120, 123, 127-130, 135

810
301

804,812,836,841,843,854,855,870,910
173, 328

Report’ of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862

330

Wild, Edward A. Mentioned
Wildes, Asa W. Mentioned
Wilkins, John D.

178,448
171

Mentioned
175
356
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Willard, George L.
Mentioned
528, 553, 559, 623, 624, 742, 745, 748, 776, 802
Reimrt of operations Sept. 14-15, 1862, during siege and capture of Har'

per’s Ferry,

Testimony

of,

W. Va

siege

540

and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W.

1862

Va., Sept. 12-15,

559-566

!

Willard, Samuel. Mentioned
Willard, Willis. Mentioned
Willcox, Orlando B.

200,334
944

Itinerary of the 1st Division,

Mentioned

9tli

Army

-

Corps, Sept. 1-Oct. 31, 1862

431

27, 31, 34, 35, 49, 50, 63-65, 86-88,' 98

177, 186, 196, 417, 419-421, 423-426, 432, 433, 439-441, 443, 444, 455, 459, 460

Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862
Supersedes Cox in command of 2d Corps

Williams, Adolphus

W.

Mentioned

-

429
427
2

433
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Williams, Alpheus S.
Assumes command of
2d Corps, Army of Virginia
12tli

Army

Corps,

157

of the Potomac

158

Correspondence with George H. Gordon
Itinerary of the 12th Army Corps, Sept. 1-Nov. 30, 1862
Mentioned
25, 35, 3G, 38-40, 52,

483
478
53, 55-57, 68-70, 97, 98,

515
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
474
Resumes command of 2d Corps, Army of Virginia
158
Williams, Charles. Mentioned
201,297
Williams, Charles F., jr. Mentioned...
188
Williams, Charles U. Mentioned
887
Williams, D. Mentioned
1028
Williams, David H. Mentioned
174
Williams, D. B. Mentioned
930
Williams, Frederick.
Mentioned
170, 237, 239
Reports of
Antietam, Md. Battle of. Sept. 16-17, 1862
240
South Mountain, Md. Battle of. Sept. 14, 1862
239
357
Williams, George S. Mentioned
'Williams, H. J.
Mentioned
808,1008,1013
1010
Reports of operations Sept. 1-19, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
Williams, J. M. Mentioned
808, 1017
Williams, John S.
Assignments to command
3
1062, 1073, 1074, 1076-1079, 1089
Mentioned
Report of operations Sept. 10-13, 1862, during campaign in Kanawha Val169, 179, 198, 225, 244, 270, 276, 474, 478, 480, 482, 485, 487, 490, 493, 505,

ley,

W. Va

1081

Williams, John W. Mentioned
Williams, Rigdon. Mentioned
Williams, Seth. Mentioned
For correspondence as A. A. G., see George B. McClellan.
Williamson, R. S. Mentioned
Williamson, Simeon. Mentioned
Williamson, Walter S. Mentioned
Williamsport, Md.
Capture of Confederate pickets opposite, Oct. 29, 1862

259
466

373
421

1028
1030

3

Skirmishes near.
Sept. 11, 1862

*

157

Sept. 19, 1862

157

Union troops

Casualties.

Returns

Reports

See McClellan, p. 36; Stuart,

of.

of.

204
p. 814.

Sept. 20, 1862

Willis,

Edward

158

J.

Mentioned
Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862
Willis, W. H. Mentioned
Williston, Edward B. Mentioned
Willitts, Peter H. Mentioned

803, 880

880
1028

176,382
202

Willmon, John L.
Mentioned

529,
534, 536, 537, 539, 543, 555' 556, 581, 582, 584, 585, 598, 621, 642, 645, 739
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Willmon, John L. — Continued.
Testimony of, siege and capture of Harper’s Ferry, W.

Page.

Va., Sept. 12-15,

1862

642-648

Wilson, Charles. (Lieutenant.) Mentioned
Wilson, Charles. (Sergeant.) Mentioned
Wilson, F. Mentioned
Wilson, Frank C.
Mentioned

333

457

123,125,128-130

808,1013

Report of battle of Antietam, Md., Sept. 16-17, 1862

1014

Wilson, Herod. Mentioned
93 I
Wilson, John.’ Mentioned
177,406
Wilson, John M. Mentioned
63
Wilson, J. P. Mentioned
969 970
Wilson, Malcolm. Mentioned
201
Wilson, R. Mentioned
460, 465, 466
Wilson, R. P. Mentioned
339
Wilson, Stephen B. Mentioned
202,470
Wilson, William. Mentioned
203
Wilson, W. T. Mentioned
342
Winchester, Va. Occupation of, by Confederates, Sept. 3, 1862. Report of
Robert E. Lee
I 39
Winder, Charles S. Mentioned
147, 808, 812, 952, 954, 955, 1007, 1008, 1010, 1012
Wing, Stephen L. Mentioned
260
Wingate;, J. S. Mentioned
1028
Wingate, R. J. Mentioned
982
Wingfield, W. L. Mentioned
805,894,896
Winship, Theron S. Mentioned
179, 474
Winslow, Albert H. Mentioned
.330
,

Winslow, Cleveland.
Mentioned
175
Report of operations Sept. 16-21, 1862, during Maryland Campaign
367
Winslow, J, B. Mentioned
100
Winston, P. V. Mentioned
806, 820, 971
Winthrop, Frederick. * Mentioned
358
Winthrop, W. W. Mentioned
345
Wisconsin Troops. Mentioned.
Infantry— /?e^//77 e/?fs : 2d, 170, 184, 189, 224, 225, 247-250, 252,253, 256, 257;
3d, 179, 199, 474, 494, 495, 497-500, 503, 504 5th, 177, 406 6 th, 52, 170,
;

184, 189, 224, 225, 246-249, 253-257

;

;

7th, 170, 184, 189, 224, 225, 244, 247,

!

248, 250, 251, 253, 256-258.

Mentioned
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